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Th e discussions th a t  h av e  la te ly  occup ied  pu blic a tte n 

tion resp ecting w h at is  called  S p iritu alism  a r e  n o t to  be  

passed over w ith o u t som e w ord s o f  seriou s com m en t. 

The general opinion co n cern in g  Spiritu alism  is  one 

which varies w idely in a lm o st ev ery  individual person  

who has addressed a tte n tio n  to  th e  su b ject. T im e and  

space will n o t allow  o f  o u r  now  g o in g  v e ry  fully into  

the question w h at is th e  m ain  and m ost im p o rtan t ob ject 

connected w ith th e  S p iritu alistic  teach in g , b u t a  few 

remarks m ust be m ade in view  o f re ce n t o ccu rre n ce s .

The enquiry is co n tin u ally  p u t  forw ard , w h at is the  

outcome o f  Spiritualism  as  a  re lig ion , o r  sy stem  o f  

philosophy, o r  w h atever i t  m ay  be te rm ed  ?  T o  th is  w e  

would reply th a t, in  a  broad sense, th e  g r e a t  o b ject of  

the creed o f  th e  S p iritu alists  is to  satisfy  m ankind as  to  

the certain ty  and n a tu re  o f  th e  fu tu re  s ta to . T h e  ph y

sical phenomena, such as  tab le  rap p in g a n d  m echanical 

writing, are  p erm itted  fo r  w ise p u rp oses to  in te re s t and  

attrac t th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th e  pu blic fo r  a  w hile, b u t they  

aro o f  no rea l im p o rtan ce . T h e  principal benefit th a t  

results from  th ese  m an ifestation s is th e  s tirrin g  u p  o f  

wonder and discussion, and th e  co n seq u en t r e su lt  o f  th e  

more tru ly  valuable teach in g s o f  Spiritu alism , th ereb y  

gaining th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th ou g h tfu l m inds and earn est 

investigators. W h en  m en co m e to  be convinced o f  th e  

nature o f th e ir  e x is te n ce  in th is w orld , and th a t  i t  is  as  

in a halting p lace o n  th e ir  road  to  a n o th er life which is 

to endure for everlastin g , th e y  will have gained a  know 

ledge th e  valu e o f  w hich i t  is  n o t possible to  o v er e s ti

m ate. I t  req u ires a  v e ry  li ttle  reflection  to  see  how far  

the con d u ct o f m en in th is  w o rld  will b e  co n tro lled  and  

directed w hen th e y  on ce  fu lly  app reh en d  th a t  life h ere  

ib b u t for a  very  b rie f  ap ace, and th a t  acco rd in g  as  i t  js 

conducted o r  exercised  so will m e n  have fitted  th em 

selves for sp irit existen ce  a fte r  th is  m o rta l body h as been  

quitted. W h e n  on ce  p eo p le  begin to  realise  th a t  in

acco rd a n ce  w ith th e  ch a ra c te r  and disposition which  

th e y  cu ltiv a te  and acq u ire  on  th is globe will bo th e ir  

s ta te  and statio n  in th e  n e x t w orld, th e n  th e  highest 

possible in d u cem en t th a n  can  p re se n t itse lf  to  th e  

m ind’s con tem p lation  will o p e ra te  w ith m ankind to  live  

in  a  ju s t ,  peaceab le, o rd erly  and beneficent m annor 

am on g th e ir  follow  cre a tu re s . This, in b rief, is  th e  

p ractica l ou tco m e o f  S p iritu alistic  know ledge. T o th ose  

who ask w h at is th e  good o f  i t  all— to  th e  continual 

p a rro t c ry  o f  cu i bono ?  th is  an sw er is  sufficient. Somo  

will b e  e v er road y  w ith such rem ark  as, w hy should I  

tro u b le  m y self ab o u t th o se  m ysteries, (o r  sup erstition s, 

a s  th e y  m ay please to  te rm  th e m .) I  am  very  h ap p y  in 

m y p resen t belief. T h ese m a tte rs  o f  religious enquiry  

a r e  looked to  for m o b y m y B ishop and C lergy . I  pay  

for all th is so r t o f  th in g  alo n g  with o th er ta x e s  and im 

posts. I  w as b ro u g h t u p  in resp ectab le  religious tra in 

ing. M y  go d fath ers and godm oth ers g av e ab u n d an t 

prom ises on  m y b eh alf th a t  I  should m ake no m istak e  

in m y th eolo gical belief, and I  pay handsom ely for 

religious establishm ents and te a ch in g — and I  rea lly  

think all th is is q u ite  enough . T h ese p erson s w ill n o t  

ad d ress them selves to  th e  ju s t  anti prop er consideration  

o f  Spiritualism . W h y  should th e y  tro u b le  th eir m inds 

ab o u t a  qu estion  th a t  m erely  con cern s th o  life in th e  

n e x t w orld, ( “ supposing th ere  is such th in g ,”  th e y  will 

sa y .) Sufficient for th e  day is  th e  evil th ereo f, and why 

should we b o th er ourselves con cern in g  w h at is  all 

w rapped in th o  ob scu rity  and u n ce rta in ty  o f th o  f u tu ro ."

B u t,,  is th e  fu tu re  so folded in ob scu rity , so shaded  

w ith doub t ?  This is  th o  rea lly  im p o rta n t onquiry. T o  - 
d eterm in e th is m a tte r  is th e  essen tially  valuable, and  

indeed vitally  im p o rtan t, pu rp ose o f  th e  stu d y  o f  th e  '  

revelation s th a t a ro  now com in g th ro u g h  th e  chan n el o f  

w h a t. we ca ll Spiritu alism . This is  th e  o n ly  p o in t o f  

a c tu a l v ast conseq uence to  m ankind which w ill re su lt  

from  th e  stu d y  referred  to — th e  tab le  rapping and w ri

tin g , and o th e r  such phenom enal exhibition s, a r e  th e  

m ere leath er and p ru n ella  in com parison. W e  have th u s  

sketch ed a  sh o rt ou tline o f  w h at m ay serv e  as  a n  an sw er  

to  th e  qu estion  w hich is  co n tin u ally  p u t forw ard e ith e r  

earn estly  o r  flippantly o r  sneeringly , w h at Spiritualism  

aim s a t  o r  ten d s to . B u t  th e re  a re  o th e r  m a tte rs  in  con

n ection  w ith th e  su b ject w h ich  w e ca n n o t allow  to  pass
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w ithout referen ce. “ Spiritualism  "  is a  term  which is 

m ost unhappily chosen. N o  one can  be spiritual in this 
wprld. T h ere are  n o cre a te d  beings who have a n y  ti tle  
to  be palled spiritual o r sp iritu alistic , w hile clothed in 
m o rtal body. T h e  w ord is a t  p resen t used for con
venience, b u t i t  is tim e th a t  i t  w ere rep laced  b y som e

th in g  else. J u s t  fo r  a  while w e will continu e it , un der  
p rotost, as  i t  m igh t be said, but som e b etter expression  
will be found. P erh ap s, as  i t  is understood to  signify a  
r ig h t in terp retatio n  o f  N a tu re  w ith all h er g re a t tru th s  
and teachings, a  m ore ap p ro p riate  term  w ould be N a 
tu ralism . A t  an y  ra te , w e m ake th e  Spiritu alists an offer 
o f  th e  suggestion.

So m uch rem ain s to  be said on  th is su b ject th a t  we 
propose to  con tin u e th ese rem ark s in th e  n e x t issue.

ith reg ard  to  th e  nam e Spiritualism , i t  m ay bo as  well 
to  rem ind ou r read ers th a t th ere  is no m ore fertile  sourco  
ol confusion of id eas in religious o r  philosophical dis
cussions th an  th e  careless em ploym en t o f  w rong term s, 
and th erefo re  it m ay be well to  con sid er th e  exped ien cy  
o f  se ttin g  aside th e  w ords Spiritualism  and Spiritism .

C O M M U N IC A T IO N S .

1.
U n n u m b e r e d  hosts aroun d th e  earth  a re  con stan tly  
w atch ing and w aiting for signs from  those who inhab it 
it in dicative of th eir desire for sp iritu al gu idan ce. AVitli- 
o u t th ese th ey  can n ot w ork. T he aspiration  m u st com e  
from  w ithin, before th ose w ithout can  help o r  assist in any  
way. H ow  im p o rtan t th a t  th is should be recognised  
and y e t  how little  is  it understood ! This is th e  se cre t  
of ou r being unable to  affect p articu lar  individuals a t  
s ta te d  tim es and places. I f  th is w ere  known m ore 
gen erally  th e re  w ould be less foolish ridicule o f  sp irit
ualism. AVe, who are  aw are o f  th e  n a tu ra l law s go vern 
in g  th is m atter , look with infinite p ity  on th ose who, to  
th e ir  ow n detrim en t, lose th e  light and happiness o f  th e

X l  ll l " i  hc " T 1<1 D o ,,b tk 'H* a« tim e rolls on 
1  b b o 11 ch a»K°, but in th e  present cond ition  o f
hum an know ledge th e re  is a  g re a t stum bling block in

tl !n  7 h T  Ca' m.0 t  ,m aS ino 11 m ore painful sight 
ti n th e  w orld p re s e n ts ,-s o u ls , m iserable and filled w ith  

retch ed n css, to  whom th is belief would be im m ediate

A h s o 'ln J l ^ r T 6- ? d  8 tr ! * F linF  ••W'i'iat th eir redeem er. 
A bsolutely C hrist, as  said m th e b ib lo , knocking a t  th eir

slowlV rnn'v h 7 !  * ?  0p,en- T l ,f t i m c  m u st com e,slow ly m ay be, but none th e  less su re ly , th a t th e  belief
in «p in t com m union will be th e  sole religion o f e n l i e h l
ened mankind This wilful ig n oran ce is th erefore to  us

knneW°rC F h “  “  beh? ldl be,'ause its victim s sim ply  
knock and bruise them selves against th e  bars o f  fa te . 7

I I .

T u b  lo t o f  m an  on  e a rth  is a  hard one, for life to  him is

,  C righ t aud w rong, brain and
m ight Y e t  he lia s  m  spite o f all attain ed  an em inence  
beyond com p are with an y  o th e r  living c re a tu re  W e  
can n ot give you an  idea o f  th e  m agnitud e o f  th e  work 
ordained for m an on  earth . H e  will have to  grow  god

T h ? s 1 s ° tie leavC8.,ta  8Pbero to  becom e on e o f  th o a n f d s .
1 his ih  th e  m eaning of creation  T*Vnm * 1,« V .

m an will arise eventually a  God. T im ew o rk s w o n X r a -
m iracles. Tim e is to  m an w hat m an u re  is to  e a rth  Tt

com es ¿ " t h e  Z n d
o u t to  each  sou l a c c o r d i n g ^  h is !*

S b S o m e  5 3 5 ^ 1 & £ a  ¡Tv m an’ ghCr ^
on e a r ^  T h ere will S X l T S T C  
to  do. T h ere  is w ork enough h ere for all. N a tu re  stfll 
fo r  us continu es to  unfold h er m asterly  crea tio n s which  
w o - a s  y o u  m a n  in ferior d e g r e e - h a v e  to  lean , to  
s tu d y  an d  to com prehend. t0

S T E L L A .

P R O V I D E N C E .

“ T he sk y  is  clou ded , th e  ro ck s aro  bare •
T he sp ray o f  th e  te m p e st is  w hite in a ir ,’
T h e  winds a r e  o u t w ith  th e  w aves a t  play 
A n d  I  shall n o t te m p t th e  sea  to -day.

T he tra il is n arrow , th e  w ood is  dim,
T he p an th er clings to  th e  arch in g  limb ;
A nd th e  lion's w helps a r e  ab road  a t  play,
A u d  I  shall n o t jo in  in th e  ch a se  to -d a y .’

B u t  th e  ship sailed safely  o v er th e  sea 
A n d  th e  h u n ters  ca m e  from  th e  ch ase ’in glee • 
W h ile  th e  tow n firm  builded h igh  on a  rock ’ 
AVas sw allow ed u p  in th e  earth q u ak e shock.”

Subscribers are reminded that the Subscription for 
the ourrent Year "N o. 13 to 24" is now overdue, and 
are particularly requested to forward the same to 
the proprietor, Mr. W. H. Terry, to save the 
trouble and expense of written applications.

<$orr̂ a|)oiTilenia.
Communications f o r  in sertio n  in  th is  J o u r n a l should be 

p la in ly  w ritten, a n d  as concise a s  possible.

T H E  R E V . M R . N I S H .

TO T H E  ED IT O U  O P T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F  LIG H T.

D e a r  S i r ,— Sin ce th e  days o f  th e  lam ented Jack  
B un sb y, I  have never re a d  a n y th in g  so thoroughly 
ch aracteristic  o f  th e  “  wisdom ” o f-th a t a n cien t mariner 
as the exp lanation  o f  th e  ph enom ena o f  Spiritism  given 
by th e  R ev. M r. N ish  o f  S an d h u rst. “ Imagination,” 
says th a t g en tlem an , “ borne alo n g  b y a  mysterious 
e le c tric  o r  psych ic force , o f  w h ich  w e have examples in 
dream s, m esm erism , som nam bulism  an d  catalepsy, is 
sufficient to  a cco u n t for th e m .” N o w , gran tin g  the 
tru th  o f  th e  d octrin e o f  th e  tran sm ig ra tio n  o f  souls, I 
think it will be con vin cin g to  th e  m ean est cap acity  that 
old Ja e k  B un sb y has co m e to  life  ag ain  in th e  person of 
th e  R ev . gentlem an above qu oted . H o w  c a n  mesmerism, 
psychic force, & c., acco u n t for p h enom en a o f any kind, 
unless they a ro  first explained ? I s  i t  possible th at the 
le c tu re r  w as unconscious th a t  h e  w as begging the ques
tion  ? AVhy did he n o t, in h is  profound utterance, 
d eclare  th at psychic fo rce  w as— p sych ic f o rc e ; that 
m esm erism  w ould a c co u n t fo r  m esm eric phenom ena ?

B u t th ere  is a n o th er p oin t in w hich th e  R ev. gentle
m an is even m ore a t  fault. D o es ho n o t see  th at his 
whole co u rse  o f  reaso n in g  could be used ag ain st his own 
religion w ith quite as  m u ch  w eigh t and pertinency, as 
agaiim t Spiritualism  P U p o n  w h at grou n d s could tho 
Je w s for in stan ce , bo asked to  a c ce p t C hristianity?  
T hey had M oses and th e  P ro p h e ts , and m anifested the 
sam e self-com placency th a t  M r . N ish  does. Throughout 
th e ir  S crip tu res n othing w as said  upon which to  base 
th e  d octrin e o f  th e  R esu rrectio n . Y e t  h e re  arises a sect 
am ong them  .d eclaring th a t  its  lead er, a f te r  having been 
p u t to  death , had actu ally  risen  from  th e  gravo, and 
ap p eared  to  his follow ers ; a u d  also  enu nciating, as a  
leading te n e t o f  th o  new  faith , th a t  th e re  would be a 
universal resu rrection . AVell m ig h t th e  Je w s  re to rt (in 
th e  identical sp irit o f  M r. N ish )— T h ere  is  no w arrant 
to r  th is  new fangled d o ctrin e  in th e  S crip tu res, and we 
believe th em  to  contain  th e  su m  o f  all divine wisdom. 
G od m anifested him self by vision to  th e  fath ers, and to 
M oses, and spake to  us by th e  m ou th s o f th e  Prop hets ; 
b u t for m any centu ries th e re  has been no open vision, 
and i t  is  c le a r  th a t th e  w ork o f  revelation  w as long since 
closed. A nd especially, thfty w ould re ite ra te , m ust we 
gu ard  ourselves ag ain st receivin g  an y  doctrine not 
ta u g h t in ou r S acred  B ook s.

N ow , w h at says o u r  p reach er, all th e  w ay from  Sand
h u rs t ? “  I t  is th e  design o f G o d  th a t  a ll o u r  knowledge
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of the unseen w orld should b e  d eriv ed , and derived  ex-
I X d y  from th e  B ib le ."  I s  m y  sup positiou s reaso n - 
• of the an cien t Je w s  m ore ab su rd  th a n  th is  n arrow 
minded and bold s ta te m e n t?  C an  w e be q u ite  certain  
5 at I lie whole o f  G od's designs a r e  confided to  th is  
modern teacher— th is “ D an iel co m e to  ju d g m en t ? ”  
Vmin- " I t  is easy  to  ra ise  q u estion s reg ard in g  th e  
future state  which th e  B ib le  does n o t an sw er ; an d  it  is 
for us to resp ect th a t  silen ce, as  b ein g  b e t te r  for us than  
pretensions o r  p rem atu re  d isclo su res ."  J u s t  so m igh t 
the bigoted Je w s  a n s w e r : “ O u r  S acred  B ook s a re  
silent upon th is new  d o ctrin e  o f  y o u rs, and it  is for us 
to respect th a t silen ce. G o to  ; w e will have n o n e o f it .”

■V notable in stan ce  is given us in h isto ry  o f  th is  sam e  
spirit. W hen th e  S aracen  co n q u ero r o f  E g y p t was 
remonstrated w ith in re fe re n ce  to  his d eterm in ation  to  
bun, the famous A lexan d rian  lib rary , he is re p o rte d  to  
have asked w hether th e re  w as a n y th in g  in  th e  m any  
thousands o f  volum es— th a t  v a s t s to re h o u se  o f  a n cien t 
wisdom and learning— w hich w as co n tra ry  to  th e  K o r a n  ? 
If so, th at was sufiicient to  con d em n  it  to  th e  flames. 
Ami if th ere was n o th in g  in co n sisten t w ith  th a t  sacred  
Hook, then th ere  w as no need o f  th e  g r e a t  pile o f  rub
bish,— and so i t  should bo b u rn ed  anyhow  ! I t  is  evi
dent th at th e  S aracen s a r e  n o t  all dead y e t !

Mr. N ish refers  to  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  p erson s who a re  
said to have risen  from  th e  dead on  th e  m orn in g  o f  
Christ’s resu rrection , h ad  n o th in g  to  toll us o f  w h at th ey  
had seen and h eard . N o w , in th e  first p lace, th e  a cco u n t  
in tho 2 7 th  o f  M a tth e w  on ly  in d icates th a t, on  th a t  
occasion, m any w ore favou red w ith  apparitions  o f  th e ir  
departed friends— n o t th a t  th e re  w as a  p erm an en t r e 
suscitation, and con tin u an ce o f  life in th e  b o d y . I n  th e  
second place, th is  a rg u m e n t is ab o u t as  conclu sive as  
that of th e  m an who w as arra ig n ed  fo r  a ssa u lt and b a t
tery. T he victim  p rod u ced  w itn esses o f  th e  a s s a u l t ; 
but the defendant, in re b u tta l, co n te n te d  h im self w ith  
bringing forw ard several p erson s w ho sw ore th e y  did 
not sco i t !

And now for M r . N ish 's  g r e a t  p oin t— th a t  P a u l, h av 
ing been p erm itted  to  see  th e  g lories o f  P arad ise , h eard  
such things as  i t  w as n o t law ful for a  m an to  uttqr. 

is prohibition, as  M r . N ish  is pleased to  call i t , se ttled  
isfactorily th a t i t  w as unlaw ful to  disclose th e  things  

of the spiritual w orld. U p o n  th is  h yp oth esis he should  
reject in toto th e  la s t book o f  th e  N ew  T estam en t col
lection— th e A p o caly p se— w hich professes to  bo a  rev e
lation o f scenery and ev en ts in  th a t  invisible w o rld : and  
John w rote a f te r  P au l. T o  w h a t conclu sion , th en , can  
we rationally com e a t  upon th is  su b ject ?  W h y , th a t  
Paul was n o t sufiicient for th a t  w ork , which J o h n  a f te r 
wards p erform ed : only th is , a n d  n o th in g  m ore . L e t  
Mr. Nish, and th ose who hold w ith him, p o n d er th is  
well; and perhaps th e y  m ay y e t  find room  in th e ir  m inds 
lor tho proposition, th a t one m an  m ay bo b e tte r  fitted  
for a certain  w ork th a n  an o th er, and th a t  one a g e  m ay  
bo ablo to  receive a n d  ap p ro p ria te  w h at to  a  previous 
ago would have been as  gro ss  d arkn ess and q /nfusion . 
"W b  preach C h rist cru cified ,”  said P a u l, “ u n to  th e  
Jew s a  stum bling-block, a n d  u n to  th e  G reek s foolish
ness.” A n d  so th e  N ew  G osp el— y e t in its iucipiency—  
i t  not a  light to  th o  sectaries  o f  th is day, m ay  be to  
others— others n o t  so e n tire ly  satisfied w ith fossil 
creeds. O n th em  le t  no on e forbid i t  to  shine !

S O U T H  Y A R R A .

This
satis:

TO T H E  E D IT O R  O P T n E  H A R B IN G E R  O F  L IG H T .

i s  t l 3 ? 'c  c r ‘ t ' c s  w h 0  p r e s u m e  t o  r i d i c u l e  t h e  p h e n o m e n a ,  f o r g e t  i t  
r a io n  u " ,p r e m e  W i s d o m  o f  G o d  w h i c h  t h e y  a r c  p r e s u m i n g  t o  a r -  
s l i i n  i  o r e  t h e i r  p e t t y  t r i b u n a l .  F o r  i f  t h e  f a c t s  n r c  t r u e ,  w h o  
w h n  i ,  iV  t h a t  t h e y  p r o c e e d  f r o m  G o d ’s  w i l l  ? A n d  i f  f r o m  H i m ,  

P r e s u m e  b l a s p h e m o u s l y  t o  a s s e r t  t h e y  c a n  h e  e i t h e r  
P u e r i le ,  f o o l i s h ,  o r  v a i n ? "

n  — T he R ev . M r . N ish  s ta r te d  from  th e  T reasu ry
Buildings, and w alked th e  le n g th  o f  C ollins S tre e t , to  
th ° Sl?ei?c e r .S tre e t R ailw ay  s ta tio n . l i e  m e t a  crowd  

0 e distan ce, p ack ed  as  closely  as  possible from  
v e,  , 6 ° f  th e  s tr e e t  to  th o  o th er. E a c h  m an  said th a t  

P od seen (an d  th a t  M r . N ish  m ig h t see ) Jo h n  Jo n e s ,  
r " °m  th e  dead and w alking in  B o u rk e  S tre e t. T he  

>7 Joh n  Jo n e s  a t  w hose d eath  th e  R ev . M r . N ish  had

atten d ed  only a  m outh  before. T hey th o u g h t ,the R ev . 
gen tlem an w ould h av e  seized with' avid ity  su ch  ov er
w helm ing evid en ce and O m n ip oten t a id  to  his sacred  
callin g in im pressing th e  h earts  o f  all w ith th e  fear o f  
G o d  and draw ing m en 's  m inds from  a  dead to  a  living  
faith  in th e  tru th  o f life beyond th e  g ra v e  and co n se
q u en t wisdom o f spiritual m indedness, in preferen ce to  
th e  all p ervad ing m aterial o r  w orldly m indedness o f  th e  
people.

T o  th e ir  u t te r  aston ish m en t th ey  found th a t  his 
R ev eren ce  did n o t reflect, th a t  such m isinform ation from  
so m any, as t o  w h at th e y  had ju s t  seen , w ould be a very  
fa r  g re a te r  w onder th a n  th e  resu rrec tio n  o f  J o h n  J o n e s ’.

H e  th erefo re  did n o t  cro ss  o v er to  B ou rk e S tre e t to  
see if  he w as tru th fu lly  inform ed, b u t he flatly c o n tra 
dicted  th e  hu nd red s ho m et w ith a t  ev ery  step  o f  th e  
w ay, and to ld  th em  th a t  i t  was im possible, b ecau se a  
resu rrectio n  from  th e  dead w as w ith o u t B ib le  p reced en t, 
and th a t th erefo re  i t  w ould b e  v e ry  w icked fo r  anyone  
to  g o  in to  B o u rk e  S tre e t to  look and see by personal 
in vestigation  w h at w as th e  tr u th , and exp lanation  o f  
th e  m a tte r . H e  observed th a t, besides being w icked to  
g o  and look for su ch  a th in g , i t  w ould be y e t m ore  
w ick ed if  th e y  did indulge in seeing w h at i t  w as im pos
sible fo r  th em  to  see. H o  w en t on to  s ta te  th a t  th is  
la t te r  sin w as th e  b esettin g  sin w h ich , (th ro u g h  w eak 
n ess o f  th e  flesh ), th e y  n a tu ra lly  inclined to , and th e re 
fo re , th e  sin ho th o u g h t i t  b e st to  devote  his tim e  to  
w arn in g th em  again st. H is  h earers  th o u g h t it v e ry  odd, 
th a t  ho h ad n o t th o  sense, and co u rtesy , ju s t  to  step  
ov er and look in to  B o u rk e  S t r e e t  b efore so rudely , and  
so flatly co n trad ictin g  so m any, w hose m otives for 
tru th fu ln ess  w ere as unsuspected by him as  th e y  m ust 
h av e been incom prehensible to  him.

W h a t  I  have to  ask you, M r. E d ito r, is  th is. Could  
his bad logic, and arro g an ce  o f  d en egation  fu rth e r  g o , o r  
is  th is th e  n e  plus u ltra  o f  p resum ptu ou s ab su rd ity  ?

Y o u r  obdt. Servan t,
W .

P .S .— 1 st. T he R e v . M r . N ish  rep resen ts  th e  clergy  
o f all denom inations. 2nd . T he resu rrectio n  o f  Jo h n  
Jo n e s ’ rep resen ts  th e  ph enom ena and m anifestations o f  
Spiritu alism . 3 rd . T he cro w d  in Collins S tre e t , rep re
sen ts  a  p o rtio n  o f  th e  population o f  th e  w orld, o f  very  
su p erio r  in telligen ce, good ch a ra cte r , religious disposi
tion , and n u m b erin g 2 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

T h ey  unanim ously av er, th a t  th e  testim on y o f  tw o o f  
th e ir  senses, h earin g and seeing, and in som e cases a  
th ird , feeling, lias produced certain  ab so lu te  con v ictio n s . 
in th e ir  m inds ; am i th a t  w h at th e y  have been convinced  
o f  is, so fa r  from  being u n reason able, o f  e x a c tly  th e  
sam e n atu re  w ith th e  sp iritu al influx and su p ern atu ral 
m anifestation  o f  D ivine pow er reco rd ed  in th e  sacred  
books o f all ages and all nation s, p articu larly  th ose o f  
C hristendom .

W H A T  W E R E  T H E Y  ?

A  l e c t u r e  upon g h osts  w as delivered som e y ears  ag o  
in various p a rts  o f  th e  colony b y a w ell-know n V icto rian  
w rite r  and politician. Tn a n  a rtic le  in th e  “ Colonial 
M on th ly  M agazine,”  V ol. 1., p ag e  2 7 0 , th e  le c tu re r  tells  
us th a t  “ th e  n u m b er o f  g h o st sto ries to ld  to  h im ”  
as a  re su lt o f  th e  le c tu re , “  by persons who hold un- 
doubtingly by th e  tru th  o f  th e ir  several n arratives, 
would fill a  sm all volum e."

I t  is  u n fo rtu n ate  th a t m o st o f  th ese  s to rie s  seem  to  
have been im p arted  in confid ence, o th erw ise w e m igh t 
have been favoured w ith a  consid erab le add itional 
am o u n t o f  am using if  n o t a lto g e th e r  reliab le evidence  
relative to  th a t  un seen w orld, th e  ex isten ce  o f  w hich, • 
ju s t  a t  p resen t, is so s tro n g ly  affirm ed and denied by  
sp iritists  and an tisp iritists .

T h o above-n am ea a u th o r go es on  to  q u ote th e  I ta lia n  
proverb “ th a t  th e re  is a skeleton  in ev ery  h o u s e a n d  
adds th e re  is, a t  le a s t, a g h o st s to ry  in e v e ry  fam ily  
circle , and also  d ev ou t believers in th e  sam e. M y  
ob ject in w ritin g  is to  g ive a t  le a s t  tw o rea l s to rie s  th a t  
have com e u n d er m y ow n im m ed iate  notice.

A  w riter  in a  Colonial p a p e r  som e few  weeks ago  
refers  a  good deal o f  th e  su p erstitio n s o f  th e  p a s t  and  
p resen t day to  th e  circu m stan ces  o f  a  gloom y c lim ate .
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th e  n e a r  vicinity o f  volcanoes, th e  freq uency o f earth 
qu ake phenom ena, and th e  prevalence o f  wild and rugged  
m ountains o r  d ark  and som bre forests , as  peculiarities  

' o f  th e  p articu lar  region w herein th ese  sup erstition s first 
\ hdve b irth . T he K en tish  cou n ty , how ever, ¡b not 

'-C h aracterized  b y an y  o f  th ese  fea tu res , and th a t especial

Eia r t o f  i t  w herein th e  following in ciden ts a r c  said to  
lave o ccu rred , is as  sun ny and as cheerful looking ns is 

an y  p o rtion  of ‘ inerrio E u glan d e.’ N everth eless th e  
lo cality , in n ocen t o f  an y  n atu ra l ob ject m ore appalling  
th an , porhaps, a  pollard oak  seen in th e  gloom ing, has  
its  gh ostly  legends by th e  sco re . A n d  th ose fo r  th e  
m ost p a r t  scarcoly  e v er assum e a  w eird-like form  as  do 
th ose so com m on am on g th e  m archens o f  th e  G erm ans  
o r  th o  old w ives' sto ries o f  th e  S co tch  ; b u t ra th e r  seem  
to  bo exam ples o f  phenom ena su ch  as  a re  explained by  
th e  sp iritu alistic  th eory , and by none other.

A m ong m y fath er’s w orkm en w as ono who, w h at
e v er m igh t have been his ch a ra cte r  as  a  boy, was 
certa in ly  n o t  rem ark ab le for tru th  tellin g as  a  m an. 
This person inform ed m e th a t w hen he w as a  child his 
eld er s ister lay  a t  th e  p oin t o f  death . H e  had been  
sen t, for som e offence, in to  his ow n room . T h o sister  
w as taken suddenly w orse, and the m o th er, w hilst in 
th e  a c t  o f  closing th e  eyes o f  h e r  d au gh ter, h eard  a  
piercing shriek u ttered  by h e r  son, and on going in to  his 
room  found him lying on th e  floor senseless. T he first 
w ords o f  th e  boy, on  com ing again  to  his senses, w ere—  
“ M o th er, I  saw  m y sister, dressed in w hite satin , com e  
in to  th e  room  ju s t  now. Sh e pointed upw ard w ith h er  
finger and seem ed to  vanish th ro u gh  th e  w all.”

Candidly speaking th e  n a rra to r  o f  th is  w as alto g eth er  
unw orthy o f  b e lie f ; b u t how is th e  testim o n y  o f  tho  
m oth er to  be disposed o f ?  Sh e bolongcd to  th o  h o tter  
kind o f  th e  peasan try , w as a  w om an o f known prob ity  
and honesty, and n o t a t  all o f  an  im agin ative tu rn  o f  
m ind. Sh e n ev er confessed to  a  b elief in gh osts , and  
could only by m uch persuasion  bo induced to  speak  
con cern in g th e  above-nam ed in c id e n t; and y e t  h er  
acco u n t o f  th e  even t corrob orated  th e  s ta te m e n t o f h er  
son in every  p articu lar. G ran ted  th a t th e  boy had  
fallen asleep and had dream ed this, how sin g u lar th at  
th e  tim e o f  th e  dream  should so e x a c tly  coin cide w ith  
th e  death o f  th e  sister. T h e  vision m ay have been sub
jectiv e , and n o t objective, still th e  circu m stan ces  o f tho  
coin ciden ce referred  to  w ould seem  to  show tho e x is t
en ce  o f  som e m ysterious con n ection  betw een th e  m inds  
o f  th e  dying girl and h er b ro th er, call th is spiritism , 
biology, m agnetism , o r  w h at w e m ay.

M any y ears  a fte r  th is even t th e re  o ccu rred  an o th er, 
in which, as  tw o persons saw  th e  sam e o b ject, th e  th eo ry  
o f  m ere subjective vision would seem  to  be put alto g eth er  
o u t o f tho question.

A  m an and his wife w ere proceeding hom ew ard on an  
exceed in gly  cold and frosty  w inter’s  night. T he grou nd  
was covered w ith  deep snow, and as  th e  tim e liapponed  
to be th a t of._thci full m oon, objects w ere discornable  
alm ost aV plain as in th e  day tim e. Suddenly, a t  ab o u t 
a  m ile from  th e ir  hom e, th e  p air noticed  as th ey  th ou g h t  
a neighbour, a h a lf  idiotic w om an, who w as known to"bo  
in a  d elicate  s ta te  o f  health , rapid ly app roach in g them . 
T he m an addressed h er, b u t in stead  o f  speaking she 
pointed in a  forw ard direction with h e r  hand, and  
passed on.

I n  th is in stanco, also, th e  w itnesses w ere n o t w hatw ould  
be term ed  reliab le ones. _ T he circu m stan co , how ever, o f  
th e  sick w om an being o u t a t  all on such a  n igh t seem ed  
so extrao rd in ary  th a t on  th e ir  re tu rn  hom o th e y  m ado a  
p oin t o f  alluding to  th e  fa ct , as a  p ro o f o f  tho c ru e lty  o f  

" th e  w om an’s friend, to  som e h a lf  a dozen neighbours. 
N o th in g like a n  in stan ce o f  th e  su p ern atu ral seem s to  
have been th o u g h t o f  for a  m om ent. I ,  m yself, heard  
th e  s to ry  read  th e  n e x t m orning, and i t  w as sim ply to ld  
m e as a  b it o f  village scandal, g o t  u p  a t  th o  expen se o f  
a  n o t  v e ry  populnr neighbour. A n  hour .afterw ards, 
how ever, tjie  th in g  took quite a  different tu rn , sinco th e  
sick  w om an w as found ly in g on th o  floor o f  h e r  room  
dead and cold , and , bv th e  evidence o f  th o  fam ily, w en t 
up s ta irs  to  bod, and , m ost probably, m u st have died 
alm o st sim ultaneously w ith th e  app earan ce o f  h er sup
posed app arition  on th e  previous evening.

T H O M A S  H A R R I S O N .

T H E  F I R S T  A N N U A L  A D D R E S S  O F  T H E  PE ES I  

D E N T  O F  T H E  M E L B O U R N E  B R A N C H  OF 
T H E  V I C T O R I A N  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F  

P R O G R E S S I V E  S P I R I T U A L I S T S .

F e l l o w  S p i b i t u a l i s t b —

I t  has been su gg ested  th a t  on  th e  occasion  o f  the term, 
illation o f  m y office a s  P re s id e n t o f  y o u r association for 
th e  first y e a r  o f  itB ex isten ce  a  sh o rt address might not 
be o u t o f  place. O n a ll an n iv ersaries i t  is but natural 
to  tak e  re tro sp ectiv e  views. I n  ascen d in g  mountains it 
is enjoyable to  pau so a n d  look dow n upon tho p ath ; so 
in th e  ascen t o f  th o  in term in ab le hill o f  progress' up 
which w e have s ta r te d , th o  h isto ry  o f  th is the first 
a tte m p t a t  organ izatio n  in A u stra lia  m u st ever bo ono of 
in terest. S tran g ers  m u st n o t im agin e th a t  Spiritualism 
in V icto ria  originated  w ith us. T h e re  have been knows 
believers in th e  ph enom ena te rm e d  spiritualistic for 
m an y y ears  in M elb ou rn e. A n im al m agnetism  was suc
cessfully practised . T h e  Z oist  arriv ed  regularly 
from  L ond on to  su b scrib ers ; D r. B e rig n y  was among 
th e  e arliest e x p e r im e n te rs : c la irv o y an ce  was recognized 
a s a  tru th , and d em on strated  m o re  th a n  tw enty years 
since, o f  w hich m em bers o f  th is  asso ciatio n  b ear witness. 
Ow ing, how ever, to  th o  u n settled  s ta te  o f  society con. 
seq u en t on tho discovery o f  gold th e se  th in g s wore known 
only to  a  few, and th ese  few  b ecam e scattered  and 
isolated. G rad u ally , how ever, th e  seed  sown has been 
developing, and th o  tru th  unfolding.

T w elve m onths ag o  eleven p erson s, one o f  whom was 
a  lady, m et fo r  m u tu al counsol. T h ey  w ere  Spiritualists; 
th ey  differed p erhap s on  m an y  p o in ts, b u t were all 
ag reed  on a t  le a s t  th ese— firstly , th a t  th e ro  is an all- 
loving P a r e n t  S p irit who co n tro ls  a ll th ings by wisest 
la w : secondly— th a t  th e ro  is  a  s ta te , condition, or 
lo cality , to  w hich, a f te r  th o  ch an g e called  death, our 
spiritual body a s ce n d s : th ird ly — th a t  com munion be
tw een th e  in hab itan ts o f th o  tw o w orld s is possible. 
T h ese p ersons w ere n o t b o rn  b elievers in these three 
p o in ts: th e y  h ad received th e ir  con v ictio n s from  separato 
and in dependent ovidence. F u lly  p ersuad ed in their 
own m inds th e y  w ero unable an y  lo n g er to  rep eat creeds 
dem anding faith , n o t th e  ap p licatio n  o f  ^reason, entirely 
beyond hu m an com prehension , and th o  n eg atio n  o f  wliicn 
involved th o  a lte rn a tiv e  o f  o tern al dam nation . They 
felt th a t h y p ocrisy  w as a  g re a te r  b u rd en  to  bear than 
th e  ch argo o f infidelity, unbelief, o r  blasphem y : to  them 
tru th  w as th o  pearl o f th e  g r o a te s t  p rice . Tlioy missed 
from  early  h ab its  th o  cu stom  o f  m eetin g  to g eth er for 
u n ited  th an k sg ivin g  nnd praise. T hoy th erefo re  deter
m ined to  ad o p t a  devotional serv ice  free  from  all sus-

Cicion o f  sectarian ism , and w ith a  b ase as  broad as 
um anity. O n  tak in g  office I  rem ark ed  th a t  we began 

as did a  sim ilar asso ciatio n  th a t  m et 1 8 4 0  y ears  ago in 
an u p p er room , a  handful o f  persons, b u t th a t before 
v e ry  long I  p red icted  o u r  p re s e n t hall w ould be insuffi
c ie n t to  co n ta in  th o se  desirou s o f  w orshipping with us. 
O u r p ro g ress  has been a p p a re n tly  slow , b u t I  doubt not 
as  rap id  as  advisable. I f  i t  had  been th e  b est for the 
cau se  o u r  serv ice  would h av e  h ad e re  th is  th o  Bishop, 
D r. C airns, o r  H is  E x ce lle n cy  as  ce leb ran ts  ; th is has not 
occu rred , and I  th erefo re  in fe r  w e a r e  b est w ithout them  
a t  p resen t. I t  is  n o t by a ccid e n t th a t  som e things aro 
“ concealed  from  th e  w ise a n d  p ru d e n t and revealed 
u n to  b ab es." M o st o f  u s  a r e  a ssu red  th a t  th e  cause is 
in good han ds, and th a t  w e a re  a c tin g  u n d er guidance. 
T h o w ondor is n o t  th a t  o u r  p ro g ress  has been gradual, 
b u t th a t  ou r first a tte m p t a t  organ izatio n  being so 
th orou g h ly  hu m an and e x p erim en ta l, h as  n o t  resulted  
prim arily  in failu re. I t  is  tr u e  w e have h ad to  with
s tan d  th o  je e rs  o f  th o  ig n o ra n t a n d  th e  sn eers o f  tho 
self-sufficient a n d  scientific : m oral p ersecu tio n  _ still 
e x is ts  am ong u s  : som e h av e  suffered in  th o ir  business 
relatio n s in conseq uence o f  th o ir  co n n ectio n  w ith Spirit
ualism . W o  have th o  sa tisfactio n , how ever, o f  being 
assu red  th a t  T im e, th a t g r e a t  w o rk er o f  ap p a re n t m iracles, 
w ill d em on strate  th o  qo rrectn ess o f  o u r  convictions, to 
th o  inconceivable confusion o f  a ll th o so  w ho now wilfully 
o r  in  ig n oran ce p u t aside o r  exp lain  aw ay th e  facta 
w hich d em on strate  o u r  confession o f  faith . W e  have no 
d esire  to  re tu r n  railin g  f o r  th e  h arsh  te rm s  used by our 
n u m erou s a ccu sers , w e th in k  i t  no blasp hem y to  employ
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the language th e  sam e ch a rg e s  elicited  1 8 0 0  y ears  ag o —
Fath er forgive th em , th e y  know  n o t w h at th e y  d o ."
\Ve accep t all religions now e xistin g , as  w e d o those  

, ,f  nil ages, a s  step s  u p  th e  n e v e r  en d in g  lad d er o f  p ro- 
.,roi„, glim pses o f  lig h t from  th e  g r e a t  ce n tra l S p irit, 
flashes o f  insp iration  from  th e  all-p ervad in g  Infinite. 
Believing th is, th en , w c see  go o d  in all religions, and  
bigotry is illogical and ab su rd . M o re o v e r w e have all 
been sceptics a n d  u n believers in  w h a t w e n o w  p ro fe ss : 
n est probably ev ery  S p iritu alist first h eard  th e  d o ctrin es, 
first approached th e  su b ject, w ith  disdain and derision. 
I ,c t us, th erefore, be ch aritab le  to  th o se  who a r e  still 
ignorant o f th e  m ajestic su b lim ity  o f  th e  H arm on ial 
Philosophy. W e , to o , h av e  s a t  in d ark n ess, but we 
have seen a g re a t ligh t. T h e -h o n e s t sce p tic  who does 
not see in th e  evidence o f  a n y  su b je ct sufficient dem on
stration o f  its re a lity  pays as  high h o n o u r to  th e  tru th  
In his rejection as  does th o  believer w ho is  convinced by 
it'. • Depend upon it  th e re  is som e w ise law  o p eratin g  
for and reg u latin g  tho sp read  o f  now  tr u th s . H isto ry  
tells us th a t th e  recep tio n  o f  a ll has been a l i k e : th e  
grandest discoveries, th o  m o st serv iceab le  inventions, 
have had to  pass th ro u g h  several s ta g e s . A gassiz said  
all are .first den ou nced as  false, u n tru o , rid icu lou s de
lusions : secondly, th e y  a r e  re a l, b u t a r e  exp lain ed  by  
other than th e  tru e  causo, th e y  a r e  d an gerou s, diabolical, 
ath eistical: th ird ly , th e y  a r c  ad m itted  as  w ell u n d er
stood facts, w ith w hich everyon e is p e rfe ctly  fam iliar.

The human m ind a p p ears  to  be n o rm ally  scep tical, co n 
servative o f  acq u ired  opinions a n d  dubious o f  an y th in g  
novel.

Dr. N ew m an say s— “  W h e n  an y th in g  w hich com es  
before us is very  un lik e w h at w e com m on ly exp erien ce, 
wo consider i t  on  th a t  n cco u n t u n tru e  ; n o t  b ecau se i t  
really shocks o u r  re a so n  as  im probable, b u t b ecau se  i t  
startles ou r im agin ation  ns s tra n g e .”  D o es Spiritu alism  
strike us as  u n reaso n ab le?  I f  wo sp irits , clo th ed  in 
material and gro ss  en cu m b ran ces called  bodies, have th e  
power o f  exch an g in g  ideas a n d  holding co n v erse  w ith  
each other, how m u ch  m o ro  p rob able t h a t  refined sp iritu al 
beings have a  sim ilar p o w e r ; if  th e n  com m u nion w ith  
kind is probable, is i t  u n reason ab le to  in fer th a t dis
embodied sp irits  can  com m u n e with em bodied spirits  
here. T h at in terco u rse  w ith th o se  gone b efore strik es  
tho im agination w h en  f irs t h eard  of, a s  s tra n g e , c a n n o t  
be den ied ; i t  is so foreign  to  all th e  teach in g s o f  ou r  
youth, to  th e  ideas laid  dow n fo r  th e  la s t few hu nd red  
years in th e  different sch ools o f  scien ce, philosophy, and  
religion. I t  was, how ever, a  well recogn ized  fa c t  in 
cnrjy ch u rch  h isto ry , t h a t  th o  lives o f  th e  sa in ts  a r e  n o t  a ll  
fiction ; w itch craft had a  foun dation  o f  re a lity  ; it w as  
known to ce rta in  p ersons in ev ery  co u n try  ; i t  w as uni
versal ns life and n atu ra l as  death . P rie s tc ra ft, how ever, 
seems to have debased th is  n atu ralism , a n d  a reaction  
sot in w hich, o p era tin g  for ce n tu rie s, finally landed  
European th o u g h t in m aterialism , a  cu ltiv a tio n  o f  th e  
sciences appenrs to  havo exclud ed sp iritu ality . M r. 
Tvlor n o tices th is , and w rites— t  “  N ow , how ever, not 
only are  S p iritu alists  to  be co u n ted  by t^ns o f  thousands  
m A m erica and E n g lan d , b u t th e re  a re  am on g them  
several men o f  distinguish ed m en tal pow er. 1 am  aw are  
th at the problem  o f  th o  so called  sp irit m anifestations  
is one to be discu ssed  on its m erits, m  o rd e r  to  a rriv e  a t  
a distinct opinion how  fa r  i t  is  co n cern ed  w ith facts  in
sufficiently a p p recia ted  and explained by scien ce, and  
now far w ith  su p erstitio n , delusion, an d  sh eer knavery, 
ouch in vestigation  pu rsu ed  by carefu l ob servation  in a  
scientific sp irit w ould scorn a p t  to  th ro w  lig h t on  som e 
aiost in terestin g  p sych ological qu estions. B u t, th ough  
it lies beyond m y sco p e  to  exam in e th e  sp iritu al evidence  
jor itself, th e  e th n o g rap h ic view o f  tho m a tte r  h as never
theless its value. T h is show s m odern Spiritu alism  to  be 
in a  g re a t m easu re a  d ire c t  revival from  th e  regions of 
savage philosophy and p easan t folklore. I t  is n o t a  
simple question o f  th e  e x is te n ce  o f  co rtain  phenom ena  

I mind  and m a tte r . I t  is  th a t  in  co n n ectio n  w ith  th ese  
P icnomena a  g r e a t  philosophical religious d octrin e, 

ounshing in th e  lo w er cu ltu re , b u t dw indling in th e  
'ghor, has re-estab lish ed  itself  in  full vigou r. T he
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w orld is again sw arm in g w ith in telligent and powerful 
disem boilied sp iritu al beings, w hose d irect actio n , on 

.th o u g h t, nnd m a tte r , ¡b again  confidently a sse rte d  as  in 
th o se  tim es and cou n tries w h ere  ph ysical scien ce had 
n o t as  y e t so far succeeded in e x tru d in g  th e se  sp irits  
and th e ir  influences from  th e  sy stem  of n a tu re . A t  o f  
o ld  m en live now in hab itu al in terco u rse  w ith th e  spirits  
o f  th e  d ead ."

T h e  C h u rch  o f  'England M rtx rn g cr  has, d u rin g th o  past 
y e a r , asserted  th at o u r  d o ctrin es  a r c  id entical w ith th ose  
held b y som e ig n oran t persons who la te ly  figured in the  
co u rts  o f  law  in th is c ity . A s none can  app roach  Spirit
ualism  w ith o u t c ith e r  benefiting i t  o r  them selves, you  
will rem em b er th a t  th is  calu m n y had th e  good effect o f  
elicitin g from  th e  p en o f  “  E x c e ls io r  "  tw o  ab le  le tte rs , 
th e  seco n d  o f  which rem ains unansw ered. R e ce n t  
lectu res  by o u r  frien d M r. N a y le r  ap p ear t o  have in
du ced som e o f  tho c le rg y  to  n o tice  th e  su b ject. The  
V en erab le th e  A rch d eaco n  o f  B allara t p reach ed  lately  
to  a  crow ded ch u rch , and assu red  his aud ien ce th at he  
h ad som e know ledge o f  Spiritu alism . H e , how ever, 
offered  n o exp lan atio n  o f th e  facts  and ph enom ena  
beyond th at ra ised  again st all new  teach in gs— the  D ev i?; 
and he condem ned th e  whole th in g because i t  was 
opposed to  th e  conflicting, irra tio n al, and sectarian  
dogm as o f  th e  m any hu nd red denom inations whose very  
ex is te n ce  proves th a t  S p iritu alists  a re  n o t sin g u lar in 
ag reein g  to  differ. This is only follow ing th e  Bishop  
and D ean . T h ey  do not den y th a t  th e  phenom ena m ay 
be re a l, b u t ns th e  teach in gs o f  Spiritualism  a re  rational 
and co n sisten t, a n d  reco gn ise  n o  hum an a u th o rity  in 
sp iritu al m a tte rs , th e y  a re  o f  co u rse  an athem atized . A n  
artic le  rep rin ted  from  “  T h e  M es s e n g e r"  has been put 
in to  c ircu la tio n  du rin g th e  last few m o n th s ; it informs 
th e  pu blic th a t  th e  A n glican  B ish op  is th e  a u th o r , and  
say s— “ A ll o u r  read ers  havo doub tless h eard  o f  the  
p u llin g  off o f  bed cloth es, th e  passing o f  cold  han ds over  
th e  face o f  persons in th e ir  sleep, s tran g e  kn ocks and  
rappings, and m an y m ischievous a c ts , rem inding ns o f  
th o  ill-n atu red  goblins o f  fairy land ; also  o f  th e  feats o f  
tho p lan ch ettc , th e  w ritin g  of a pencil w ith ou t a  hand  
to  guide it, an sw ers given to  qu estion s resp ectin g  the  
su b jects  o f  which th e  o rg an  o f  com m u n ication  could  
havo no know ledge, and variou s o th e r  w onders said to  
h av e b een  w ro u g h t by in terco u rse  w ith th o  sp irits  o f  
th e  d ead . W e  ou rselv es know n othing m ore o f  th ese  
th in g s th an  w hat w c have read o r  heard re la ted . B u t  
from  th e  s ta tem en ts  w hich w c have seen , w h eth er o f  its 
ad v ocates o r op pon ents, we believe th a t  th e  Spiritualism  
o f  A m erica  and V ict oria differs in n o essen tial p articu lar  
from  th e  a n cien t divination o f  E g y p t, C haldea, C anaan , 
nnd o th e r  heath en  lands, o r  from  th e  m odern m agic o f  
variou s p arts  o f  A s ia ."  N ow  th e  foregoin g adm ission is 
im p o rtan t, nnd y o u  will perceive th a t  with th e  spiritual 
guides o f  th e  peoplo i t  has absolutely  reach ed  th e  second  
s ta g e  o f  A gassiz. T h ey  a ttrib u te  i t  to  th e  “ a g en ts  o f  
th e  g r e a t  evil sp irit em ployed b y him to  deceive m en  to  
th e ir  d e s tru c tio n ."  ' Y o u  ob serve th e  w hole th in g  is co n 
dem ned on h earsay  evidence, o r  on  w hat scrap s  m ay  
have com e u n d er th e  w riters ’ observation . P erson al in
vestigatio n  th ey  con clu d e is n o t th e ir  business. Tho  
m ig h tiest m ovem ent o f  th e  nin eteen th  c e n tu ry  is o ccu r
rin g  u n d er th e  very  eyes o f  th o se  who believe th a t th e  
in junction “  prove n il  th ings, hold fast th a t which is 
good,”  is tho infallible com m and o f  th e  living G od. 
T h is question th a t is ag ita tin g  all classes, th a t is dis- 
tu rb in g  and w ill continu e  t o  d istu rb  all ch u rch es , is 
referred  to  th e  supposed opinions o f  a  few m en  who 
lived several thousand y e a rs  ag o  ; whose corresponden ce  
w ith, a n d  direction s to  m em bers o f  in fan t ch u rch es  then, 
is held to  bo binding infallibly on us ; whose sayin gsjiu d  
doings w ere  copied down afte r  th e y  died from  h earsay  ; 
re-copied by ig n o ran t and in terested  persons, th ey  w ere  
added to  in ev ery  a g e ; th o  gen u in en ess a n d  au th e n 
ticity  was disputed b y tho early  F a th e rs , and is far from  
being settled  y e t . F ro m  a  vnst m ass o f  old m an u scrip ts  
a  few w ere selected  by c e rta in  in terested  persons. T he  
collection  w as, how over, n ev er deem ed infallible inspired  
tru th  until certain  o th e r m en su b ject to  like p assion s Us 
ourselves rebelled a g a in st tho a u th o rity  o f  th o se  opposed  
to  p ro g ress  in th eolo gy, and tra n sla tin g  th ese  docu m en ts  
into th e  com m on lan guage o f  th e ir  co u n tries ,en d u ed  th em
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w ith an  a u th o rity  n ev er claim ed by th e  w rite rs . M r. 
B a rin g  G ould in h is in terestin g  w ork s a y s j— “  I t  is 
im possible to  provo th e  all sufliciency o f  the B ible from  
itself. I t  now here professes to  co n ta in  th e  whole fa ith ; 
C h ris t n e v e r  com m issioned his ap o stles to  w rite  books 
x o  con tain  th e  faith  as au th orized  stan d ard s o f  d o ctrin e .”  
H e  d irects  a tten tio n  to  th e  fallib ility  o f th e ir  ow n ju d g 
m en ts— “  A n d  th e  co n ten tio n  w as so sh arp  betw een  
th em  th a t  th ey  d ep arted  asun der on e from  th e  o th e r .”—  
A c ts  xv . “ B u t  w hen P e te r  w as com e to  A n tioch  I  
w ithstood him to  th e  lace , b ecau se lie w as to  b e  blam ed ."  
— G al 2 .,  1 1.

T o  th ese  m an u scrip ts  th en , o f  doub tfu l] authorship , 
aboun din g in co n trad ictio n , by n o m eans free from  erro r , 
th is, th e  d em on stration  o f  im m o rtality  in th is  age , is  to  
be referred . T h is is th e ir  final te s t for Spiritualism . 
W e  n o t on ly  m e e t th em  on th e ir  ow n grou nd and say —  
“ disbelieve th is , and y o u  p rov e th e  B ible a  fable,”  but 
w e d eclare  solem nly th a t S p iritu alism  is a positive affir
m ation o f  th e  ab solu te  goodn ess o f  G od. This is a  
sufficient an sw er to  th e  c r y  o f S atan ic  ag en cy .

D r . C andlish, a  lead ing S co tch  divine, has said  th a t  
“ th e  d o ctrin e  o f  G o d ’s universal F a th erh o o d  w as th e  
cau se  o f  all th e  infidelity o f  th e  a g e .” T h is zealous  
m in ister u tte re d  a m ajestic tru th , for th o se  who re co g 
n ise  th e  p aren tal relationship  cease  to  e n te rta in  ideas o f  
him  th a t w ere th e y  tru e  o f  any hum an being would  
m ake him a  fiend o f  infinite m alice. T h ey  a re  thus  
fo rced  in to  un belief in th e  horrib le  con cep tio n s o f  
Calvinism , and a re  driven in to  w h at is te rm e d  “  infidel
ity .” W ith  whom lies th e  fau lt o f  th e ir  infidelity P I s  
is n o t with th e  teach o rs o f  barbarou s and cfle te  ideas ? 
“ W h e n  a c lergym an ,”  w rites B ish op  E w in g , *  “ teach es  
th a t  which th e  h eart can n o t receive, all elso  lie teach es  
is likely to  be re jected  w ith it , and in th is  c a se  m en ca n 
n o t help them selves, for th e ir  in stru cto r  te lls  th em  th a t  
all ho teach es  is bound u p  to g eth er, and stan d s o r  falls 
to g eth er, and if  on a  larg e  scale  w h at is th e  con seq u en ce P 
U n iversal sce p tic ism !”

F r e e  th ou g h t a n d  ration al b elief have m ado good p ro 
g ress in tho com m u nity  d u rin g th e  y e a r . U p w ard s o f
2 0 ,0 0 0  persons resid en t in th is c ity  have protested  
ag ain st d ogm atic teach in g  and clerica l in to leran ce . Tho  
actio n  tak en  by th e  upholders o f  n arro w  p u ritan ical 
notions w as th u s prod uctive o f  im m enso b en efit by  
shew ing progressive religionists th e ir  s tre n g th , and by  
convincing ou r friends on th e  o th e r  side th a t  wo a r e  too  
n u m erou s to  be coerced , and too in telligen t to  lim it our 
religious ideas by the ig n o ran t conce|*tious o f p ast 
g en eratio n s on  the Sabbath o r  an y  o th e r question. In  
th is feeling w e have a large m ajority  w ith us h e re  and  
a t  home. “ T h eo lo g y ," says a w riter  in a N onconform ist 
Review , “ m ust progress w ith th e  p rogresses o f  th e  world 
o r fall o u t o f  its  m arch . T he old vessels o f  th e  s ta te  
creed  can contain  it no longer, th ey  m u st be unbound  
o r  i t  will b u rst th em  to  pieces. T h e  b elief o f  th is ago  
ab o u t G od, inan’s re latio n  to  G od, G od’s  work for m an, 
G o d ’s w ay in th e  go vern m en t o f  th e  world, dem ands r e 
ad ju stm en t qu ite as  m uch as  th e  biology, th e  ch em istry , 
th e  geology , which o u r  fathers handed down to  us, ail'd 
th e  idea th a t  th e  new sp irit m u st bo m ade to  le t  theology  
alone, th a t th eology is to o  sacred , too settled  in a fixed  
form  by a Divine hand to  be capab le to  progress o r  ex 
pand, is th e  n u rse o f  A th eism  am t th e  m o th er o f d esp air.” 
“ E v e ry th in g ,"  says th e  R everen d  M r. D a v ie s ,f  “ is an 
advance in th eology w hich enables m en  to  know God  
b e tte r  and to  th in k  o f  him m ore w o rth ily .” W e , then, 
a re  end eavou ring to  think m o re  w orth ily o f  God, and  
w e are  on ly  being borne alo n g by th e  g re a t wave which  
is sw eeping o v er th e  world. T h ose  who a re  n o t ag ain st  
us a re  for u s , an d  th e ir  nam e is legion in all chu rches. 
T h e  A n g lican  is  rapidly sep aratin g  into tw o sections, 
one bow ing m ore and m ore to  supposed infallibility, tho  
o th e r  ap p lyin g  y e a r  by y e a r  th e  facu lty  (of reaso n  to  
belief. A clergym an  o f  th a t  ch u rch , review ing a  r e ce n t  
issue o f  th o  B am p to n  lectu res on th e  D ivin ity  o f  C h rist, 
arg u e s  th a t  e ith e r  m an ’s reason m u st be an  all-sufficient 
gu id e o r  th e re  can be b u t one C ath olic C h u rch . O n th e
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co n tin en t th e  old est C h ristian  C h u rch  is again  being 
convulsed b y  in tern al rebellion  a g a in s t dogm a. The 
G reek  an d  M ah o m etan  ch u rch e s  a r e  sharing in tho 
p rog resses o f th e  age . T h e  v isit o f  th e  B ab o o  Chunder 
S en a H indoo tlieist, to  E n g la n d  cau sed  a  g re a t sensation, 
and th e  rem arkab le s ig h t w as w itnessed , o f  a  m em ber of 
th e  C h u rch  o f  one G od trav ellin g  from  h eath en  India 
th e  crad le  o f  m yth olog y , to  te a ch  C h ristian s  tho virtue 
o f  to leration . T h e  B ib le  is allow ed to  co n ta in  mistake»,

S'  D r. R aleigh , p resid en t o f  th e  C o n g reg atio n al Union!
e original, says th e  R ev . D r . a g e n t  fo r  th e  Bible 

S o ciety , is th e  w ord o f  G od , th e  tra n sla tio n  is the word 
o f  m an . T h o first ch a p te r  o f  G en esis  is a  sublim e hymn 
o f  crea tio n  says th e  o rg an  o f  D issen ters  ; th e  tree  of' 
good and evil n ev er g re w  in  g a rd e n  m ould said Dr. 
B rom b y ; th e  fu tu re  s ta te  is  b e in g  reco gn ized  as  one of 
p rogression  ; I  suppose w o m u st allow , says Bishop 
F e r ry , th a t th e  d ay s o f  G en esis w ore n o t d ay s o f  twenty- 
fou r h o u rs ; I  suppose h e  also  said  w e m u st give up 
Jo h n  i . ,  5  7 . T w o m in isters a t  le a s t  in  V ic to ria  preach 
con tin u ou s evolution ; “ I  h av e  found,” say s  th e  R ev. W .
R . F le tc h e r  w ritin g  from  E n g la n d , “  th a t  a  liberty , both 
o f  th o u g h t and exp ression , w hich is f a r  beyond what 
w as cu sto m ary  in olden tim e , is ev ery w h ere  conceded—  
for m yself I  am  n o t afraid  o f  i t .”  A  g en era tio n  hence, 
w rites th e  R ev . W .  L .  C lay , “ e d u ca te d  C h ristian s will 
be as in cap able o f  believing in end less p erd itio n  as  they  
now a re  in believing in th e  d iu rn al revolu tio n  o f  the suu 
aroun d th e  e a r th .”  j  T h u s re v o lt a g a in s t th e  popular 
m yth ology is wide spread  ;  th o  d riftin g  from  th e  belief 
in th e  su p ern atu ral un iversal. T h e  d o ctrin es  o f  the 
infalliblos, w h eth er ch u rch , b o o k , o r  m en , a re  fading 
before reaso n  a n d  scien ce . N a tu r e  affirm s th a t  God re
veals H im self  to  ev ery  m a n ; a n d  S p iritu alism  declares 
th a t “ th o  w ord  o f  G od, in te rp re te d  in h isto ry  and 
n atu re , is a  g ra n d e r  o b ject o f  s tu d y  th a n  ev en  th e  Bible."

I t  is im possible to  co n ceal th o  co n clu sio n  th a t  this is 
an tagon istic  to  th e  C hristian ity o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry ; 
but "it by no m eans follow s th a t  i t  is  opposed to  the 
teach in gs o f  him  whom  J e w  w ill y e t  u n ite  w ith  G entile  
to  h o n ou r, a  lig h t to  ligh ten  th o  G en tiles, an d  a glory  
to  his ow n people Isra e l.

T h o hu m an erection  m ay to t te r ,  an d , acco rd in g  to 
C arly le  and D ean  M ilm an , su b seq u en tly  y ield  to  pres
su re  from  w ithout, b u t w h at th e r e  is  o f  tr u th  in it, and 
th e  B ib le , can  n ev er bo d estro y ed . I t s  b e s t  friends are  
unable to  con ceal th e ir  a n x i e ty ; A rch b ish o p  M anning  
says— “ th e re  n ev er w as a  p erio d  w hen th o  signs o f  the 
tim es w ere  so om inous, and y e t  so co m p lete ly  baffled 
sp ecu lation  as to  th o  co u rse  o f  fu tu re  even ts. I t  is only 
plain th a t  in ou r day h as begun n s tru g g le  b etw een  good 
and evil su ch  as  n o ver b efore h as b e e n  w itnessed, lie  
a ttrib u te s  a ' ’ force , a n  in ten sity , a n d  a  com p actn ess, to  
th e  ag en cies  on  th e  one sid e anil th e  o th e r , su ch  as  would 
seem  to  m an ifestly  distinguish as  b efore  th e  birth  o f  
C h rist th e  h o sts  co n ten d in g  for a n d  a g a in s t th o  law of 
G od . I Io  in yests th o  s tru g g le  w ith  a n  apocalyptic  
ch a ra cte r , su ch  as  go es fa r  to  im p ress up on one the  
b elief th a t  th e  w orld  is ab o u t to  e n te r  u p o n  a  new  epoch  
o f  its  h istory , w hich w ill be distinguished b y ev en ts th at 
sign ally  m ark  th e  in terposition  o f  D ivin e Providoneo."  
M r. B a rin g  G o u ld , in his w ork a lread y  qu oted , w rites—  
“  T h e  w estern  p a r t  o f  E u ro p e  ca n n o t m u ch  lo n ger be 
held in th e  th raldom  o f  a  su p p osed  b e lie f  in  th e  fall o f  
A d am , o f  original sin, o f  a n  in ca rn a tio n , as  described in 
M a tth e w  a n d  L u k e  ; a Saviou r, a  ju d g m e n t, a  la s t day, 
a n d e a n  everlastin g  h ell. I n  w h at, th en , will th e  new  
P ro te sta n tism  co n sis t ? will n o t all relig ion s w o rth y  the  
nam e perish  w ith th e  re jectio n  o f  th e  B ib lical creation , 
fall, red em p tion , h eav en  and h ell ?  B y  n o  m eans, fo r  a  
D eity  e v e r  w orking, and in a ll, is a n  o b ject m o re  w orthy  
o f  ad o ration  b y  a  reasonable b ein g, th a n  on e m aking a  
globe in six  days, a n d  re stin g  on th e  seven th , n o r  does a  
con v ictio n  th a t  w h atso ev er a  m an  sow etli th a t  shall ho 
reap , im ply a  H eav en  and H e ll, as  p reach ed  b y th e  o rth o 
d o x  ch u rch es .”  “ I t  is n o t  to  b o den ied , say s  th e  Rev. 
J o h n  H u n t, f t  “ th a t  w e a re , a t  th o  p re s e n t tim e , in tho  
inidst o f  a  g r e a t  relig iou s crisis. T h e  ed u cated  classes, 
i t  is said , a r e  ren o u n cin g  C h ristian ity . S cep ticism  is

Grant's Religious Tendencies of the Times.
Advocate.
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widely spread in th e  U n iv e rs ite s  ; th o  h ig h est in te llects  
are no lo n ger a t  th o  se rv ice  o f  re lig ion , and ev en  th e  
clergy them selves a r e  m akin g ship w reck  o f  faith . D u r
um the la s t te n  y e a rs  w e have been com pelled to  give  
up positions w hich w e on ce  th o u g h t w ere  th e  s tro n g 
holds o f  C h ristian ity . W e  h av e  e n te re d  on  a  n ew  era , 
and all m en a re  m using in  th e ir -  h e a rts  w h at th e  end is 
to b e ."  A t  th is  p erio d  o f u n re s t, w hen th e  old faiths  
a rc  being d iscovered  to  b e  un equal t o  th e  n ecessities of 
tho age, co n seq u en t on  th e  dem ands o f  reaso n  and tho  

. discoveries o f  scien ce , th e re  co m es a  still sm all voice ap
pealing to  th e  h e a r t  an d  th e  head, th o  b e t te r  n a tu re  and  
the in te llect o f  e a ch  son o f  G od . B e sp e c tin g  n o  persons, 
recognizing no c lass, su p p o rtin g  no dogm a, i t  p erm eates  
society , p e n e tra tin g  e a c h  household, o ccu p y in g  th e  
columns o f  each  n ew sp ap er, a n d  w inning co n v erts  from  
all creed s. I t  com es n e ith e r  w ith im perial p a tro n ag e , 
nor heralded in w ith  th e  app roval o f  scien tific  asso cia
tions, n o r y e t  san ctio n ed  b y a n y  o f  th e  in utifariou s sects  
or religions ta u g h t as  th e  on ly  tr u e  faith  ; i t  ack n ow 
ledges n o lead er o r  o rd e r  o f  p riesth ood  ; i t  professes no  
in fallib ility ; i t  m ak es n o claim  to  exclu siv e  salvation  
for its  v o taries. T h is re g e n e ra te d  faith  te a c h e s  th e  

. royal d escen t o f  ev ery  son o f  th e  k in g  o f  a ll k in gs, the  
individuality o f  e a ch  child  o f  th e  F a t h e r  S p i r i t ; p u rely  
d em ocratic i t  affirm s th a t  e a ch  m u st bo to  him self his  
own king and p riest, th a t  h e  th a t  c a n  c o n tro l his ow n  
spirit is  g re a to r  th a n  he w ho ta k e th  a  c i t y ; “  th a t  w h at 
one a c tu a lly  w ould do, if  free  from  th e  co ercio n  o f  
necessity o r th e  c o n s tra in t o f  p ru d en ce , is th e  m easu re  
o f w hat h e  o r  sh e  re a lly  is .”  T h is is S p iritu a lism ! a  
restoration  o f  rev ela tio n , a  reco g n itio n  o f  in sp iratio n , a  
dem onstration o f  th e  life im m o rta l ; th e  ad v en t o f  tho  
millennial ep o ch  san g  b y  p o e ts , a n d  dim ly seen  by p ro-

Eliets and in sp ired m ediu m s in  a ll ag es . T h e  p a s t  y ear  
as been a n  even tfu l one, p erh ap s th e  m o st so in th e  

history o f  th o  m o vem en t. Y o u  m ay rem em b er th a t  in 
the early  p a r t p o rtio n s  o f  th e  re p o rt  o f  th e  L ond on  
D ialectical S o cie ty  foun d th e ir  w ay  in to  p r i n t ; th e y  
w ere con firm atory  o f  th e  fa cts  e licited  b y  a ll previous  
inquirers who h ad d ev oted  sufficient a tte n tio n  to  th e  
subject. T h o re p o rt, in d etail w ith  im p o rta n t additions, 
was ad v ertised  in th e  A tkcntcum  for A u g u st, as  a b o u t to  
issue from  th o  p ress  in O cto b er. Tho pu blication  o f  
M r. C rook es’ exp erim en ts, ab o u t w h at M r . S e rg e a n t C ox  
nam es “ P sy ch ism ,” is  f u r th e r  con firm ation  o f  how  
gradu ally th e  h u m an  m in d  acco m o d ates itse lf  to  new  
tru th s. T w e n ty  y e a rs  ag o  R o b e rt  H a re , P ro fe sso r o f  
C hem istry in o n e  o f  th e  b e s t  u n iv ersities in A m erica , 
perform ed th o  id en tical exp erim en ts, a n d  published thorn  
in a  w ork — S p iritu a lism  S cien tifica lly  D em onstrated. 
The su b ject h as  boon honou red b y  b ein g  n o ticed  a t  th e  
last m eetin g o f  th o  B ri tis h  A ssociatio n , a n d  convincin g  
proof o f  i ts  tr u th  is th a t  i t  h as b een  con d em n ed  un in
vestigated by th e  sa m e  co n clav e  who still re g a rd  ph ren - 
ology, an im al m agn etism  and clairvoy an ce, as  delusions. 
I t  will, w ith o u t d o u b t, be h eard  o f  again  b efore th a t  
em inent assem bly. E a c h  m aiL b rin gs acco u n ts  o f  m ar
vels o ccu rrin g  am o n g  a n  astom sh ed  public in E n g lan d . 
I'ho in sp irational o ra tio n s  o f  th e  g ifted  M rs . B ritta in  
lln rd in g e  liavo, to  som e e x te n t , arou sed  a  preju diced  
nation. T he new  g o sp el w as A m erican  in its  origin  th ey  
said, and ig n o ran ce  classed  i t  w ith free  love a n d  M o r- 
m on ism ; no go o d  th in g  cou ld  com e o u t  o f  N a zare th . 
S p irit pow er is exh ib ited  b y  p erson s b ein g  ca rr ie d  m iles  
m m inutes, a n d  d ep osited  in closed  room s w ith locked  
d o o rs ; th e re  th u s  seem s hartlly  an y  lim it to  th e  pow er  
of sp irit ov er m a tte r , p rovided th a t  th e  a cce sso ry  cir-  
cu m stan ces, th o  n o cessary  cond itions, b e  favourable. 
H ie im m u tab le law s now  e x is t  th a t  ob tain ed in  th e  tim e  
of th e  A p o stles, a n d  th e  id ea o f  th e  c o n s ta n t in terferen ce  
of a  n o n -co rp o real D e ity  is  th u s  n o t n e ce ssa ry  to  a  
prop er ap p recia tio n  o f  th e  n a rra tiv e s  and in sp ired w rit- 
*ngs consid ered  as  co n ta in in g  a ll n ecessary  tru th  by 
som e o f  th e  ch u rch es . W e  a r e  to ld  th a t  th e  “ S p irit o f  
th e  L o r d ” (m a rk  th o  rev eren tia l exp ressio n ) “ ca u g h t  

Ph illip  th a t  th e  E u n u ch  saw  him  n o m ore, b u t 
rIn llip  w as foun d a t  A z o tu s ."  N o w  a  re fe re n ce  to  yo u r  
geograp hy w ill show  y o u  th a t  A z o tu s  w as th ir ty  m iles 
from  Je ru sa le m . W e  h o ld  th a t  th e  sp irits  o f  th e  L o rd  
a re  arou n d  u s  as  th e y  w ere  a ro u n d  th e  A p o s tle s : ou r  
friends o f  th e  ch u rch es  d en y  th is , an d  den ou n ce G o d ’s

holy invisible beings as evil sp irits , a g en ts  o f  th e ir  D evil, 
who, acco rd in g  to  th em , really  ru les  th e  w orld . F ro m  
a ll q u arters com e n arrativ es  o f  visions, m ysteriou s sigh ts, 
noises, d ream s ; we a r e  to ld  th a t  iu fo rm e r tim es th e re  
w as “ open vision ," and i t  ap p ears e x tre m e ly  probable  
th a t th e  n e x t gen eration  m ay, if  th e y  cu ltiv a te  th e ir  
n atu ra l facu lties, e n te r  upon a sim ilar s ta te  o f  c la irv o y 
an ce. C ircles  m eet reg u larly  iu all p a rts  o f  th e  co lo n y ;  
m edium s a re  being developed. M r. L e e ch , B a rr is te r  a t  
L a w , h as  been p reach in g  Spiritu alism  all th e  y e a r  ; th e  
friends o f  free  th o u g h t a re  organ izin g a t  C astlem ain e, 
S an d h u rst, S taw cll, and C lu n es. O u r  friend th e  E e v . 
M r. T y erm an  has been ordained by th e  ch u rch  a u th o r
ities as  a  sp iritu al te a c h e r  ; vainly im agining th a t th e  
cau se  cou ld  be cru sh ed  ou t, th e y  have given to  him  a  
p asto r in a  re tire d  h am let, a  sp h ere o f  actio n  and a

Ea s to ra te , th a t  cou ld  perhaps n ev er have b een  obtained  
ad h e  rem ain ed  co n te n t w ith im agining th a t G od had  

ceased  to  sp eak  to  m en. H e  is th e  first, but assu red ly  
will n o t be th e  la s t, th a t  will be called . N ow  how have  
w e individually assisted  in th e  g loriou s work o f  reform  ?  
T o  whom  m u ch  js  g iven  o f  him  m u ch  will be required. 
H a s  o u r  daily  co n d u ct been su ch  as to  re flect,h o n o u r on  
o u r  b e lie f?  Is  i t  guided by in telligen t lo v e ?  H a s  ou r  
lig h t so shon e b efore  m en th a t th e y  have seen o u r  good  
w orks and glorified o u r  F a th e r  who is in H eaven ? I f  
n o t o u r  m eetin g  h ero , o u r  professions, a r c  but m ockeries, 
and w ill b e  as  m illstones arou n d  o u r  neck w hen w e as
cen d  to  th o se  “ im m ortal m ansions w hence all goodness  
em a n a te s .”  I t  w as deem ed advisable th a t du rin g ou r  
first y e a r  o u r  proceed in gs should n o t bo m ade public. 
M an y  think it  is now  o u r  d u ty  to  an n ou n ce ou r services, 
and to  invito th e  poor and th e  doubting, th e  d irty  and  
th e  im m oral, to  th e  gosp el offered h e re  w ith ou t m oney  
an d  w ith ou t p rico , a n d  to  th e  salvation free to  all w ith
o u t b argain . Y o u r  a tte n tio n  will have soon to  be 
d irected  to  tho form ation  o f  a  children’s L y c e u m ; aw are  
from  sad exp e rie n ce  o f  th e  pain a n d  difficulty o f  having  
to  u n learn . I  reca ll to  y o u r reco llectio n  w h at P rofesso r  
H u x le y  said  a t  a  m eetin g o f  th e  L o n d on  School B oard  
in in feren ce  to  o rth od o x te a c h in g :— “  I t  is a  m ost u n 
fair, and un ju st, and abom inable th in g  to  im p lan t in a  
child’s m in d  w h at w ould by and by bo rem oved w ith  
difficulty and g rief. T o  do th is w ould red u ce ou r boasted  
C h ristian ity  below th e  old P ag an  idea o f  tre a tin g  even  
ch ild ren  w ith re sp e ct.”

L e t  u s  hope th a t  o u r  p ro g ress  d u rin g th e  ensuing  
y e a r  will be even m ore m ark ed  th a n  it has been, th a t  
th e  p re se n t rep ro ach  o f  being a  S p iritu alist will soon be 
exch an g ed  fo r  h o n ou r, and th a t  e a ch  m ay feel th a t i t  is 
a  g lo ry  to  bo engagod in th e  task  o f  elev atin g  th is , tho  
n atu ra l o r  firs t sph ere, to  th e  p reson t con d ition  o f  tho  
seco n d  o r  spiritual ; and w hen a t  la s t tho. tim e o f  our 
an astasis , o r  stan d in g  up , o r  resu rrectio n , shall draw  
n ear, w hen d istan t ob jects fade, and th o  n e a r  and d ear  
on es aroun d o u r  cou ch  g ro w  dim to  o u r  bodily senses, 
w e m ay listen  w ith su re  confidence for th e  celestial 
to n es  which shall s a y  a n d  sing— F rie n d , com e up

hi8hcr' '  W . L . R.
N ovem ber, 1 8 7 1 .

D I A L O G U E  B E T W E E N  N -  

T -------------- •PH.

- R  A N D  D -

N — — r . M r. D -------y  T ------------ph , how do y o u  ex 
plain th o se  h ig h er cases  o f  phenom ena— well a tte s te d  us 
tru e — w h ich  claim  to  bo sp iritu al m an ifestation s ?

jy ____ y  T ----------- ph,— I  ca n n o t exp la in  th em — they
a re  w onderful ; b u t I  am  in  doubt. 1 ask inform ation ; 
I  d esire  th e  tru th .

N ____ r,— M r. D ---------y  T ------------ph, w h at is ,y o u r  view
o f  S p iritu alists  and th e ir  c re e d  ?

p ____ y  T ----------- ph,— M on om an iacs, fooleries, dupes,
d e l u s i o n ,  B ed lam ites, ch arla tan s, knaves, lu n atics , h u m 
bugs, cra z y , w itch es, h arp ies,— C a n 't  th in k  o f  th e  
re st .
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THEOLOGY OF ¡SPIRITUALISM.

TiiEitK is n o th in g  in tlio  th eology o f  Spiritu alism  rep u g
nant. to  th e  rig h tly  in terp re ted  te a ch in g  o f  th e  S crip tu res. 
I t  p resen ts  us with like ap paren t  discrepan cies, which

Jfive w ay b efore a g en eral and com prehensive su rvey o f  
ts  p u rp o rt as  a whole. T h e  S crip tu res  a n d  Spiritualism  

b o th  te a c h — G o d  is  L o v e ; a  m erci ful C re a to r , a .h eaven ly  
F a th e r , who s e n t his son J e s u s  in to  th e  w orld to  lead us 
in to  th e  w ay o f  life e tern al. H e  w as to  th e  e x te n t o f  
his cap acity  a m an ifestatio n  o f  th e  F a th e r 's  p resen ce, 
and a saviour, te a ch e r, gu id e. G od will n o t punish men 

J'orcvr.r for th e ir  s in s ; he will leave them  to  th e  retrib u 
tions o f  th at m oral law  which th ey  have violated while 
in th e  body, l ie  d esires th e ir  sa lv a tio n ; and he will 
unfold to  th e ir  view  th e  w ay o f  its progressive a tta in 
m en t. T h e  Sp irit-w orld  is a w orld o f degrees o f  
happiness and m isery. it is a w orld o f  p rog ress in 
which all a d v a n ce ; th e  good, to  higher s ta te s  o f  happi
n e ss ; th e  bad , as  th ey  use th e ir  privileges, to  m itigations  
o f  th e ir  w oe, a n d  event ual peace. M en a r e  not saved by 
faith alon e ; th ey  m u st do good w orks ; th e y  m u st tru s t  
in G od, and love th e ir  neighbours ; th ey  m u st be honest-, 
p u re  iu h e a rt, benevolent, kind, to lerap t. C reed s a re  o f  
no acco u n t. G ood m en o f  all creed s, all nation s, are  
acce p te d  o f  G od . God is o n e ; th e re  is no tr in ity  of 
persons. M en a re  n o t saved for th e  sake o f  a n o th e r  ; 
th e re  is no vicarious ato n em en t. G od gives H is  S p irit  
to  all who ask H im , and in H is love to  m ankind perm its  
th is  in terco u rse  betw een m en and sp irits, for th e ir  im- 
im provem ent, and as  a  m eans o f  au g m en tin g  th eir
happiness.

F u rth e rm o re  i t  is av erred  by Spiritu alism , th a t  th e  
souls o f  deceased persons a t  th e ir  death e n te r  a t  once  
upon th e  Spirit-w orld , w ithout ch an ge iu th e ir  m en tal o r  
m oral condition. A s  th ey  lived, so th e y  d i e ;  a n d  as  
th e y  die, so th e y  ap p ear and assu m e th e ir  form er  
ch a ra cte rs . H en ce  th e  good and th e  bad rem ain such  
still ; only th a t, th is being a progressive s ta te , th e y  have  
op p ortu n ities for im provem ent, and will im prove. T h e  
g ro sser sp irits  linger n e a r th e  e a rth , and long a f te r  th ose  
ob jects which a ttra c te d  and g ratilied  th em  w hile in the  
body. R u t th ey  a r e  m easu rab ly  in darkness and g re a t  
d isco m fo rt; seeking but never find ing; e v er consum ed  
by tr u a n t d esires which tire  solaced  by no satisfaction . 
T he p u rer sp irits  enjoy a g r e a te r  degree o f  happiness in 
prop ortion  to  their- goodness. T o th em  th e  celestial 
w orld is m ore fully laid  op en, and i t  ap p ears to  them  
inexpressib ly beautiful. R u t all sp irits, as  th e y  in crease  
in con form ity  to  th e  law s o f  th e  heavenly cond ition, 
d e p a rt from  th e  e a rth ly  sph ere, and ascen d  to  th ose  
tran q u il abodes o f  th e  blessed into w hich n o sorrow  o r  
c a re  can  e n te r. Sp irits do n o t becom e, as  m en suppose, 
all-seein g and all-know ing so soon as th e y  leave th e  
body. T h eir pow ers o f  observation a re  g re a tly  in creased, 
b u t th e y  are  still very  ig n o ran t. T h is depends very  
m uch upon th e ir  previous know ledge, and th e ir  cap acity  
for im provem ent. H e n co  th e  reaso n  o f  th e ir  som etim es 
co n tra d ic to ry  an sw ers to  o u r  qu estion s. So som e being  
m aliciou s and evil, deceive in th e ir  replies. T h e  responses  
o f  such m en as  W e sle y  and C han nin g m ay be im plicitly  
relied on to  th e  e x te n t  o f  th e  sp irit 's  know ledge ; while 
th o se  o f  his g ra c e  th e  D u k e  o f  C um berland, o r ’ o f  his 
holiness  P o p e  A lexan d er V I .,  o u g h t to  be carefu lly  
sifted and tak en  w ith  m an y grain s o f  allow ance.

A ll th is  can hardly  bo said to  be in s ta rtlin g  c o n tra 
d iction  to  a  ra tio n a l faith , whilo its  ad v an tag es a re  m ani- 

'fjgst. I t  rob s d eath  of it's te rro rs , and opens a  scen e to  
o u r  h o p es, o f inconceivable b eau ty  and happiness. 
A b o v e all— i f  it  he tru e— i t  sotties th e  question on  
p h ilosoph ic /g ro u n d s, o f  m an ’s im m o rtality— a  question, 
th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  w hich alone sw allow s u p  all o th ers ’ 
a n d  re d u ce s  a ll e a rth ly  sorrow s an d  disasters, in  th é  
com p arison , t o  m ere  triv ial an n oyan ces, u n w orth y  ou r  
a tte n tio n . W h a t  a  prizo to  virtu o  ! W h a t  d iscou rage
m e n t to  v ice  ! °

T h e  c lja ra c te r  a n d  am ou n t o f  th e  testim o n y  offered in  
su p p o rt o f  th e  tr u th  o f  th is  philosophy, m u st be seen to  
be as  g r e a t  a s  tes tim o n y  can  b o w ith o u t a c tu a l e xp eri
e n ce . P e rh a p s  th e  m o st rem ark ab le  fe a tu re  in th e  
w h ole m a tte r  is  th e  testim o n y  offered b y  m en  a n d  w om en  
o f  s ta n d in g  a n d  c h a ra c te r  in  E u ro p e  as  w ell as  in  th is

colony— o f  whom  th e re  a re  th o u san d s— and o f whoso 
v eracity  and san ity  w e c a n n o t e n te rta in  th e  slightest 
suspicion. W h a t , th e n , is o u r  d u ty  in re g a rd  to  i t?  
S u rely  n o t to  ignore i t  b y co n tem p tu o u s s ile n ce ; not to 
ridicu le i t ; n o t to  t r e a t  i t  w ith  lev ity , b u t seriously, and 
to  p oin t it o u t to  th e  pu blic a s  a  su b ject deserving 
in vestigation .

A g re a t deal has been w ritte n  a n d  said w ith a  view to 
its exp o su re  as  an iiSiposturo. R u t  it m ay tru ly  be said, 
th a t th ese efforts, how ever h o n e st an d  ab le , have entirely  
failed to  a cco u n t for th e  p h en o m en a. In d eed , upon 
m an y m inds, th e y  have h ad th e  e ffect o f  strengthening  
b elief in th eir tru th fu ln ess  an d  rea lity .

T H E  O R I G I N  O F  T H I N G S .

T his qu estion  h as la te ly  form ed a  su b je ct o f  correspon
dence betw een tw o m en m uch in te re s te d  in advancing 
th e  c u rre n t o f  hu m an th o u g h t, b u t  s lig h tly  differing in 
reg ard  to  th e  p articu lar  chan nel in w hich i t  should run. 
R o th  co n cu r in th in k in g  th a t  so lely  by th e  m ultiplica
tion and com parison o f  id eas can  w e hope to  distinguish 
th e  tru e  from  th e  false. F o r  th e  ben efit and criticism  
o f  ou r read ers v c  g ive th e  le t te r  o f  o n e  corresponden t 
and th e  ru n n in g co m m en tary  o f  th e  o th e r , as  th e  most 
con ven ien t form  in w hich to  p re se n t an d  co m p are  their 
opinions.

M y  d e a r --------, I  m et w ith  th e  follow ing w h ich  I  copy—
supposing th a t i t  will in te re s t you,— “  I t  is ab su rd  to  say 
th a t before an y th in g  was, som ething ca m e  in to  existence.

T r u e .

I f  so, i t  follows th a t, sin ce  th in g s  do e x is t, something 
m u st have alw ays been in existen ce .

T r u e .

W h a t is th a t  som ething, w hich h as  a lw ays boon in 
being ?

M a t t e r .

A very  b rie f  an alysis o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  th o se  things 
which exist, will show th a t  th a t  so m eth in g  is a  unity, 
an in finity , an  in telligen t crea tiv e  fo r c e .

W h y  a  unity— f u r t h e r  t h a n  a s  a l l  t h i n g s  a r c  i n c l u d e d  u n d e r  t h e  
d e n o m i n a t i o n — m a t t e r  l W c  k n o w  n o t  t h a t  m a t t e r  i s  i n f i n i t e ,  
a n d  t h e  w o r d  infinite i s  i m p r o p e r l y  a p p l i e d  t o  a n y t h i n g  e x c e p t , —  
s p a c e  a n d  t i m e .  T h e  i d e a  o f  i n f i n i t y  a p p l i e d  o t h e r w i s e  is  
g r a t u i t o u s  a n d  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  m e a n i n g  n o t h i n g  ;  a n d  n o  a t t e m p t  
i s  h e r e  m a d e  t o  s h o w  h o w  i t  c a n  h e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e m i s e s .

I t  is evid en t th a t  th e  axio m , ‘ N o th in g  c a n  e x is t with
o u t an  ad eq u ate  cau se,' c a n  only ap p ly  to  su ch  things  as 
have h ad  a  beginning.

S u c h  a s  t h e  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  w h i c h  w e  f i n d  m a t t e r  c o n t i n u a l l y  
a s s u m i n g .

T h ose  things w hich a r e  u n crea ted  and sclf-oxistcnt, 
need n o cau se  to  p ro d u ce  th e m , for th e r e  n ev or was a 
tim e w hen th e y  w ere  n o t.

“  C r e a t i v e  f o r c e , ” — “ u n c r e a t e d . "  N o  w o n l s  r e q u i r e  d e f i n i t i o n  
m o r e  t h a n  t h e s e .  I f  11 c r e a t e ”  h a s  a n y  d i s t i n c t i v e  m e a n i n g ,  i t  
m e a n s  m o r e  t h a n  make ¡a  fa sh io n ;  i n a s m u c h  a s  i t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  o u t  o f  n o t h i n g .  B u t  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  is  
n o w  e x p l o d e d .  N o t h i n g  c a n  h e  c r e a t e d .  M a t t e r — i n  t i m e — d o e s  
a n d  m u s t  c h a n g e  i t s  f o r m  o r  c o n d i t i o n ,  h u t  i s  n o t  created, f o r  n o t  
a  s i n g l e  a d d i t i o n a l  a t o m  c a n  h e  p r o d u c e d .  T h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  m a t t e r  
f r o n t  o n e  f o r m  t o  a n o t h e r  i s  n o t  c r e a t i o n .  W e r e  i t  s o ,  c v c i y  b r e a t h  
w c  b r e a t h e ,  e v e r y  m o r s e l  W e  d i g e s t ,  e v e r y  c h u u g c  w e  e f f e c t ,  w o u ld  
b e  n n  e x a m p l e  o f  i t .  D e f i n i t i o n  i s  f a t a l  t o  s u c h  o b s c u r e  a n d  
r e a l l y  u n m e a n i n g  p h r a s e s .  “  S e l f - e x i s t e n t . ”  T h i s  s e e m s  t o  m e  a  
m o r e  ( i f  p o s s i b l e )  u n m e a n i n g  p h r a s e  t h a n  c r e a t i o n .  F o r  i t  i in -

Ch t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  e x i s t s  b y  i t s  o w n  e f f o r t ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e —  
a n  b y  i t s  o w n  e f f o r t  ! M a t t e r  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  b y  i t s  o w n  e f f o r t ,  

a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h o u g h  i t  i s  e t e r n a l ,  I  w o u l d  n o t  c a l l  i t  s e l f - e x i s t e n t .  
I t  e x i s t s  a s  n n  u l t i m a t e  f a c t — n e c e s s a r i l y  ;  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  d e p r i v e d  
o f , — o r  h a v e  a n y  m o r e  a d d e d  t o — i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  M a t t e r  w a s  n e v e r  
p r o d u c e d ,  b e c a u s e  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i m p l i e s  n n  i m p o s s i b i l i t y —  
i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  f r o m  n o t h i n g .

I l c n c e  b efore w o c a n  ap p ly  th e  ax io m  “  th a t  nothing  
ca ll e x is t  w ith o u t a  cau se  to  p ro d u ce  it ,”  w e m u s t first 
show  th a t  th o se  th in g s  to  w hich w e seek  to  ap p ly  this 
axio m , have n o t  alw ays existed .

“  N o t h i n g  c a n  e x i s t  w i t h o u t  a  c a u s e  t o  p r o d u c e  i t . ”  W h e n  w o  
s a y  t h i s  w c  c a n n o t  a p p l y  i t  t o  matter,— b u t  o n l y  t o  a n y  o f  t h o  
m u l t i t u d i n o u s  f o r m s  w h i c h  w e  f i n d 'm a t t e r  c o n s t a n t l y  t a k i n g ,  a n d  
w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  s t a b l e ,  w h i l e  t i m e  i s  p r o g r e s s i v e ;  a n d  t i m e  c a n 
n o t  l i e  o t h e r w i s e .  “  A  c a u s e . ”  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a n y  s u c h  
t h i n g  n s  a  cause. T h a t  i s — no thing, no one thing, c a n  b e  p r o p e r l y  
n a m e d  n s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  a n y  o t h o r  ; e v e r y t h i n g  b e i n g  t h o  o u t c o m o  
o f  all p r e c e d i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  ;— a n d  n o  o n e  c a n  6 a y  o f  a n y  o n e  
o f  t h e m  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  a  n e c e s s a r y  a n t e c e d e n t .

T h e  enquiry begins thus: It is absurd to say that 
before anything was, something came into existence,—• 
For no thing  cannot make som ething o u t  o f  nothing.
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Things exist. T h erefo re  som eth in g  m u st have alw ays  
bCCn in existen ce . “ W h a t  is th a t  som eth in g  ? ”

T h aT ’which has alw ays e x is te d  m u st bo se lf-ex is ten t  
and eternal. I t  m u st bo absolutely independent  o f  all 
other things. B u t  if  i t  is  self-ex isten t, e tern al, and  
absolutely in dep enden t, i t  m u s t also  b e  one. T w o th ings  
cannot both be ab solu tely  in dep enden t.

I n d e p e n d e n t . "  M a t t e r  i s  t h e  o n l y  thing  n e c e s s a r i l y  e x i s t e n t  

a n d  e t e r n a l ,  a n i l  n s  i t  is a ll things, i t  i s  d e p e n d e n t  o n  n o t h i n g  e l s e .  
T o  c a l l  m a t t e r — one, s e e m s  a  m i s a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t e r m s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  
m a t t e r  i s  t h e  o n e  o n l y  t h i n g  e t e r n a l ,  u n c r e a t a b l e ,  a n d  i n d e s t r u c t 

i b l e .
T h a t which is self-ex isten t, e te rn a l , and ab so lu tely  in

dependent, is also  in fin ite . T h a t w hich is infinite is 
one. >

I n f i n i t e . "  T h e  w o r d  i n f i n i t e  i s  w h o l l y  i n a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a n y 
t h i n g  w h a t e v e r ,  e x c e p t  space a n d  time. N o t h i n g  e l s e  i s  wholly 
limitless, a n d  s p a c e  a n d  t i m e  s h o u l d  b e  o n l y  c a u t i o u s l y  c a l l e d  
things, a s  t h e y  a r e  s i m p l y  conditions i n  w h i c h  u n i v e r s a l  m a t t e r  
e x i s t s  a n d  c h a n g e s .  B u t  w e  d o  n o t  k n o w  m a t t e r  t o  b e  i n f i n i t e ,  
s t i l l  l e s s  a n y  f o r m  i n  w h i c h  i t  a p p e a l s .

Since th e re  is b u t on e th in g  which has alw ays been in 
existen ce, i t  follows that a ll oth er th in gs  m ust have h a d  a 
beginning. B u t  a ll th in g s w hich a re  n o t u n created , 
which have h ad a  b eg in n in g , req u ire  a n  ad eq u ate  cau se  
lo produce th em .

“  All things b u t o n e  have h ad a b eg in n in g .”
All form s, not excepting  one. M a t t e r  a l o n e  i s  c t c r n n l ; t h a t  o f  

w h i c h  a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  f o r m e d .

H en ce th a t  one th in g  w as th e  on ly  th in g  th a t  existed  
anterior to  all o th e r th in g s. T h erefo re  it  alone co u ld  
have been the cause  w hich p ro d u ce d  all o th e r  th in g s, for  
th ere w as no o th e r  ca u se  in e x is te n ce  to  p ro d u ce  th em .

I t  c a n n o t  l i e  t o o  o f t e n  r e p e a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  b u t  o n e  thing 
e t e r n a l l y  e x i s t e n t , — i . e . ,  m a t t e r .  T h e r e  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  no other 
things i n  t h e  s a m e  s e n s e .  T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  things i n  a n y  s e n s e ,  a r e  
t h e  f o r m s  w h i c h  m a t t e r  t a k e s ;— a n d  i t  h a s  a l w a y s  t h r o u g h  e t e r n i t y  
t a k e n  some f o r m s — t h o u g h  n o t  l i k e  t h e  p r e s e n t  o n e s  p e r h a p s .  
B u t  m a t t e r  c a n n o t  e v e r  h a v e  e x i s t e d  w i t h o u t  f o r m  o f  s o m e  k i n d ,  
i t  p r o b a b l y  w a s  n e v e r  a l t o g e t h e r  h o m o g e n e o u s ,  b u t  a l w a y s  
e x h i b i t e d  p e r h a p s  a s  m a n y  f o r m a  a s  i t  d o e s  n o w .  B u t  n o  p e r 
m a n e n t  o n e s .  M a t t e r — s u b s t a n c e — i s  e t e r n a l ,  a n d  r e q u i r e s  n o  
c a u s e .  N e i t h e r  c a n  m a t t e r  b e  t h e  cause o f  a n y  t h i n g — o f  a n y  o f  
i t s  f o r m s .  I t s  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  a n y  o n e  i n s t a n t  c o u l d  e v o l v e  n o  
o t h e r s  i n  t h e  n e x t  i n s t a n t ,  t h a n  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  e v o l v e d .  F o r  a n y 
o n e  w h o  b e l i e v e s  i n  c a u s e  a t  a l l ,  m u s t  a d o p t  t h a t  f o r  a n y  f a c t  o r  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h i n g s  t o  b e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  w h a t  i t  i s — o r  w a s ,  i n 
v o lv e s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  i t s  a n t e c e d e n t s ,  a n d  i n  t h e i r  a n t e c e d e n t s ,  
h a c k  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a s t  e t e r n i t y .  S o  t h a t  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  n o w  l i e  
d i f f e r e n t ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  i r r e v o c a b l e  past etern ity  h a v i n g  b e e n  d i f f e r 
e n t  a l s o ;— w h i c h  w o u l d  l i e  a b s u r d .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  i d e a  o f  a n y  
o r i g i n a l  c a u s e  o f  a l l  t h i p g s ,  o r  o f  a n y  in itia l c a u s e  o f  a n y  t h i n g , —  
i .e . ,  o f  a n y  c a u s e  w i t h o u t  a p r i o r  c a u s e , — m u s t  a l s o  b e  a b s u r d .

T h i s  ¡ s  n o t  i d l e  s p e c u l a t i o n .  W i t h o u t  c l e a r  i d e a s  o f  c a u s a t i o n ,  
m o m l i t y  i s  s t u l t i f i e d  a n d  i m p o s s i b l e .  T i l l  a  m a n  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  
h i s  n e i g h b o u r ’s  a c t s  a r e  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  u p o n  t h e i r  p a r 
t i c u l a r  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  v a r i o u s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  l i e  c a n n o t  b e  
c h a r i t a b l e  t o  t h e m  o r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i m s e l f .  W h i l e  h e  i s  t a u g h t  
a n d  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  h i s  n e i g h b o u r s  h a v e  a  p o w e r  o f  i n i t i a t i n g  c a u s a 
t i o n , — o f  a c t i n g  i n  t h i s  o n  t h a t  m a n n e r  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  p a r 
t i c u l a r  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  o f  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  m o v e  t h e m ,  h e  
c a n n o t  b u t  b e  s o m e t i m e s  u n c h a r i t a b l e  t o  t h e m ,  n s  w e l l  a s  i n c o n 
s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i m s e l f .  T h e  p e r s e c u t i n g  t h e m  t o  d e a t h  a n d  b u r n i n g  
t h e m  a l i v e — w e r e  l i g h t  e v i l s ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  i m p u t a t i o n  t o  t h e m  
o f  w i l f u l  w i c k e d n e s s  a n d  s i n .  C m i  h e  n o t  d i s c e r n  t h a t  a s  w i l f u l  

w i c k e d u c s s  a n d  s i n  a r e  c o n t r a r y  » t h e  t r u e  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l ,  n o  o n e  
w o u ld  w i l l i n g l y  a n d  k n o w i n g l y  c o m m i t  t h e m  ?  a n d  t h a t  t o  s u p 
p o s e  i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a n  i n c o n s i s t e n c y ?  I t  i s  s i m p l y  i m p o s s i b l e  

• h a t  m e n  c a n  b e  j u s t  o r  c h a r i t a b l e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  u n t i l  t h e y  l e a r n  
t o  a t t r i b u t e  e a c h  t o  h i s  n e i g h b o u r  i n t e n t i o n s  n s  g o o d  a s  t h o s e  o f  

w h i c h  h e  i s  h i m s e l f  c o n s c i o u s .

P H I L A N T H R O P O S .

S P I B I T U A L I S M  A T  S T A W E L L .

J ud oino  from  th e  rap id  ad v an ce  o f  S p iritu alism  a t  and  
arou n d  P le a sa n t C re e k , wo a r e  disposed to  p re d ict th a t  
ere lo n g  th e  n u m erou s o rth od o x “ J o s s  houses”  which 
bedeck th a t  g o -a -h ead  lo ca lity , w ill b e  tran sfo rm ed  into  
m ore useful p u rp oses th a n  S u n d a y  re ce p ta c le s  o f  spurious 
Fash ion -ob servers. A p ro p o s o f  p u r  p red ictio n  w e p re 
se n t th e  follow ing p arag rap h  from  th e  “ P le a sa n t C reek  
C hronicle”  o f  th e  1 0 th  u ltim o :—

“  M r. Ja m e s  M 'L e a n  will deliver a  d iscou rse on  Sun
day even in g n e x t  a t  th e  A ssom b ly B o o m , on th o  sub ject 
o f  “ T h e  d o ctrin e  o f  e te rn a l p u n ish m en t sh ow n  t o  be

irratio n al, u n scrip tu ral, and u n tru e .”  M r. M ‘L e a n ’s  
p opu larity  as  a  le c tu re r  upon kindred sub jects and th e  
in terest tak en  in- spiritualism  in th is  d istrict will no  
doubt a t t r a c t  a  considerable audience. W e  understand  
th a t  an  efficient ch o ir has been form ed and will be p resen t 
on th e  occasion . T he address com m ences a t seven  
o’c lo ck .”

T h e  follow ing n o tice  o f  M r. M ’L c a n ’s d iscou rse is 
trom  th e  “ P le a sa n t C reek N ew s”  o f  tho following 
T uesday :—

“ M r. M ’L e a n V  le c tu re  which w as delivered in th e  
A ssem bly B o o m  on Sunday evening last w as well a t 
ten d ed , th e re  b ein g  ab o u t 2 0 0  p ersons p resen t. T he  
su b ject chosen was “  E te rn a l punishm ent, irra tio n al, un
scrip tu ra l, and u n tru e .”  T h e  au d ien ce w as very  a tte n 
tive, and evidently followed th e  arg u m en ts  o f  th e  le c 
tu re r  w ith g re a t in te re st. A t  th e  clo se  about tw en ty - 
five gentlem en form ed them selves in to  a  com m ittee for 
th e  pu rp ose o f  tak in g  step s to  con tin u e th ese  lectu res, 
as  also  to  secu re  th e  services o f  ab le  speak ers when  
available. A  g re a t deal o f  earn estn ess w as, it is said, 
evinced b y th e  m em bers o f  th o  co m m ittee  who, we 
learn , a r e  p rep ared  to  del'ray all expen ses in conn ection  
w ith th e  serv ices."

A t  a  m eetin g  held in th e  Staw ell P sych ological B oom s  
on  th e  even in g o f  W ed n esd ay , th e  1 5 th  ultim o, it was 
unanim ously d eterm in ed  upon to  ad o p t tho D eclaratio n  
o f  P rin cip les which guide th e  U niversalists o f  C astle- 
m aine u n d er th e  heading o f  tho “ Staw ell P rogression
is ts .” T h e  following is a copy o f  th e  aforesaid  
P rin cip les .—

Declaration o f  P r in c ip l e s  se t fo rth  a s  a  gen eral 
exp ression  o f  th e  teach in gs o f  th e  Staw ell Progression ists, 
b u t th e y  a r e  to  be in terp re ted  as em bodying th o  opinions 
o f  th o se  only who individually a ccep t them .

1st— -That th e re  is one G od, th e  Infinite F a th e r 'd ' all.

2 n d — T h a t m an . as  th e  offspring o f  th is  Infinite P a 
r e n t, is  l l i s  highest rep resen tative  on e a rth  : th a t Je su s  
o f  N a z a re th , h av in g  fully lived o u t  th e  divine elem ents  
o f  o u r  hu m an ity , w as th e  m ost com plete em bodim ent o f  
th e  F a th e r ’s goodness which we can  co n te m p la te : th a t  
each  m an has, by v irtu e  o f  G od’s p aren tage , w ithin him  
an elem en t o f  divinity, which is ev er prom p tin g him  to  
do rig h t, a n d  which will u ltim ately  free  him from  all 
im perfections in cid en t to  tho rudim ontal condition.

3 rd — T h a t m an, as a  sp irit, is im m o rta l: th a t  d eath  is 
b u t th e  b irth  in to  an o th er cond ition  o f  life, w h ere the  
soul re ta in s  its exp erien ces o f  th e  p ast, and w here  
developm ent o r  progression is its  endless d estin y .

4 th — T h a t tho spiritual w orld is n o t far oft', b u t is 
n e a r to ,  and encom passes us in ou r prosont existen ce.

5 th — T h a t ho who loves th o  Infinite F a t h e r  with all 
his h e a r t  and his neighbor as himself, has begun to  enjoy  
e te rn a l happiness, w h atever m igh t be his ra ce , o r  w h at
soever kind m ay be his religious opinions

6 th — T h a t w h at is called ‘ evil’ is b u t th o  corru ption  
o f  th a t  which was originally good, th e  la tto r  becom ing  
perverted  by ou r m aterial n a tu re  n o t being sufficiently  
u n d er th o  co n tro l and gu idan ce o f  th e  aoul.

7 th — T h a t th e  excessivo yielding to  tho m aterial 
n atu re  is, for tho m ost p art, punished in th is life, th ough  
th o  soul, a f te r  th o  physical ch an g e  called  1 death ,’ also  
suffers th ero from , b u t th e se  sufferings a re  n o t etern al.

8 th — T h a t D ivine In sp iration , o r  th e  prom ptings to  
th e  hu m an sou l from  th e  Infinite P a re n t , is n o t a  m iracle  
o f p ast ages, b u t a  perp etu al fact.

9 th — T h a t th o  C re a to r in tho beginning m ade n a tu ra l  
law s fo r  th o  go vern m en t o f  ou r w orld, ■ an d  th ese  law s 
have n ev er since been varied , altered , o r  d ep arted  from .

Staw ell, 1 5 th N ovem ber, 1 8 7 1 .

S tran g e  to  say th a t  M r . M ’L e a n , w ho is th o  principal 
founder o f  th is body, had a  loading p a r t in establishing  
tho C astlem aine prog ression ist m ovem ent.
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T H E  N E C E S S I T Y  F O R  C U L T I V A T I N G  T H E  

J U D I C I A L  F A C U L T I E S .

. Iri th is  age o f  m en tal a c tiv ity , w hen ho m an y new  ideas 
' 'a r e  a g ita tin g  m ankind, it is highly desirable th a t ev ery 

th in g  p resen ted  for o u r  acce p ta n ce  as  tru th  should be 
well w eighed and consid ered , so th a t  no erron eou s co n 
clusions a re  arriv ed  a t . '  A  little  con sid eration  will show  
u s  how larg ely  w e a r e  dep en d en t for o u r  know ledge on 
th e  testim on y o f  o th ers. T h e  p rin tin g p ress sends forth  
a  continu ou s stream  o f  a cco u n ts  o f  persons, places, and  
even ts, th e  m ajority o f which we a re  unable to  verify for 
o u rse lv e s ; anil as  th ese a cco u n ts  a re  often  in accu rate , 
and co n trad ic to ry , th ey  p oin t to  th e  param ou n t im por
ta n ce  o f  cu ltivatin g  th e  ju d icial facu lties, th a t we m ay  
weigh fairly a ll evidence brou gh t before us, and n o t found  
con clu sion s on exp a rte  s ta tem en ts.

A  sh o rt tim e ago I  read  in on e o f  th e  daily pap ers an  
a cco u n t o f a  le c tu re  delivered by a gen tlem an holding  
op p osite  views to  th ose held by th e  said paper, and was 
both surprised and am used a t  th e  ab su rd ity  o f  som e o f  
his argu m en ts. I  pointed th em  o u t to  a  judicious friend  
o f  m ine, who rem ark ed — “ T h ey  seem  very  absurd , p u t 
in th a t w ay, b u t rem em ber th e y  a re  n o t th e  le c tu re r ’s 
argu m en ts, b u t a  travesty  o f them  w ritten  by an  oppo
n e n t.” I  was m uch stru ck  by th e  rem ark , and felt th a t  
I  had been gu ilty  o f  an indiscretion in lau ghing a t  a  
m an  w ithout having first ascertain ed  w h eth er ho had 
rea lly  m ade u se  o f  th o se  absurd arg u m en ts  o r n o t. I 
im m ediately tu rn ed  to  an o th er p ap er, m o re  favou r
ab le  to  th e  le c tu re r 's  views, and found, as  th ere in  
rep orted , (h e  le c tu re  w as in e v e ry w a y  a n  adm irable one, 
w ithout an y  tra c e  o f  th e  ab su rd ities w hich h ad been  
cau sed  entirely  by a  few  ad ro it om issions which  
had tu rn ed  very com m on-sense s tatem en ts  in to  som e
th in g suprem ely ridiculous. A t  a n o th e r  tim e , I  re a d  o f  
a  d ep u tation  th a t  had w aited on a  ce rta in  C h ief S e cre 
ta r y , to  lo d ge a  com plaint ag ain st th e  h ares  and sp ar
row s, anil a  m em ber o f  th e  d ep u tation  w as rep resen ted  
as having  ̂m ade use o f th is  deligh tfully illogical a rg u 
m ent— “ SomiTbirds— sparrow s, he believed— had picked  
his peach-buds, th erefore, he in ferred  th a t  h a re s  ou gh t 
to  be s h o t !” O f  course^ h e  did n o t p e rp e tra te  any  
such absu rd ity, and a  very em ail p arag rap h  appeared  
n e x td a y  toBiiy s o ; b u t th a t was u tte rly  p o w erlcssto  rem ove  
th e  ridiculous im pression cre a te d  th e  day before, which  
ren d ered  a  serious consideration o f  his a rg u m en ts  liopo- 
less.

C om ing n e a re r  hom o, w e soo a n o th er a rtifice  som e
tim es used by re p o rte rs  to  g ratify  th e ir  sen se o f  th e  
ridicu lou s. M r. T y erm an , in his la te  lec tu re , sta ted  
som e very  in terestin g  fa cts  w hich h ad convinced him o f  
th e  re a lity  o f sp irit com m union ; as te s ts  th e y  w ere  as  
satisfacto ry  as  cou ld  be asked, and u tte rly  inexplicable, 
e x c e p t on  S p iritu alist’s th eory . Follow ing th ese  facts, 
how ever, w as a  sh o rt com m u nication  p u rp ortin g  to  com o  
from  th e  sp ir it o f  S ir  R o b e rt P eel, b u t in th is case  no te s t  
as  to  id en tity  seem s to  have been e ith er asked o r  given, 
so th e  tr u th  o f th e  com m u nication cou ld  n o t  bo proved, 
and i t  w as only w o rth  consid eration  w hen tak en  in co n 
n ection  w ith th ose which h ad been absolutely  verified. 
T h ese te s t  com m unications— and th is is a  p oin t to  which  
I  wish to  d raw  atten tio n — w ere qu ietly ignored  bv som e  
o f  th o  p ap ers, w hile th e  u n tested  one con cern in g Sir 
R o b e rt P eel, w as fully rep o rted , a s  th ou g h  i t  w ore a  
s tro n g  point, w hereas i t  w as th o  w eak est th a t  cou ld  have  
b een  selected  from  th e  w h ole lec tu re .

_ I  h av e  selected  th ese  in stances from  th e  daily papers  
- sim ply b ecau se th e y  a r e  good specim ens o f  a  v e ry  n u m e

ro u s  class o f  cases  to  b e  m et w ith every  day, b o th  in  and  
o u t o f  prin t.

A n o th e r  fertile  so u rce  o f  e r ro r  is th e  ten d en cy , now  
so com m on , to  exagg eration . T h is arises n o t  so m uch  
from  a d esije  to  m islead, as  from  th e  desire to  con v ey a  
sufficiently forcib le im pression. F o r  in stan ce , a  person  
is  m u ch  s tru ck  b y  a n  in cid en t, he gives an  a c co u n t o f  it ,  
a n d  fearin g  i t  m ay n o t  have th e  sam e offect on  his friend  
a s  i t  h ad  o n  Mips,elf, ho  exag g era tes  som ew hat. H is  
frien d , in  re ta ilin g  i t  to  an o th er, a c tu a te d  by th e  sam e  
desire, b u t w ith q p t t i e  s lig h te st id ea o f  m isleading,

exag g era tes  still m ore ; and so th o  ta le  g o es  on, gathor- 
as  i t  goes, until w h at a  firs t w as a  v e ry  sim p le occur
ren ce , becom es so a lte red , th a t  i t  is no lo n g e r  recogniz
ab le  by th e  original n a rra to r .

This ten d en cy  to  e x a g g e ra tio n  is n o t th e  o n ly  thing 
w e have to  gu ard  ag ain st w hen ta k in g  evidence a t  second
hand, b ecau se  w hen th e  e x a g g e ra tio n  is ab sen t, th ere  is 
alm ost su re  to  bo d istortion  o f  som e o th e r  kind. Ev ery
th in g  th a t  passes th ro u g h  a  hu m an m ind is  su re  to  be 
m ore o r  less tin c tu re d  by th a t  m ind, a n d  th e  m ore it  
passes th ro u gh , th e  m ore lik ely  is i t  to  be distorted. 
So in o u r  inquiries a f te r  tr u th , w e m u st be carefu l to 
ascertain  th ro u gh  w h at ch an n els th e  in form ation  we 
receive has passed, th a t  w e m ay m ak e  duo allow ance  
for th e  d istortion  i t  will have receiv ed .

O n e o f  th e  m ost com m on m eth o d s ad o p ted  by persons 
wishing to  m ake o u t a  case  in  th e ir  ow n favou r, is to  
s ta te  all th e  facts  w h ich  te ll well on  th e ir  side, and 
ig n o re  o r  sup press th o se  th a t  te ll a g a in s t th em  ; o r  what 
is still m o re  m isleading, with affected  can d o u r give facts 
ap p aren tly  a g a in st th em selves, b u t on ly  th o se  th a t  can  
easily be disposed of, keeping th e  u n an sw erab le ones care
fully o u t o f  sigh t. T h is is n o t u n com m on in tlie  p u lp it, and 
is often  p ra ctice d  w ith th e  b e st in ten tio n s, b u t h as  led 
to  in num erable con tro versies.

T h e  trick s  o f  co n tro v ersy  a r e  v e ry  n u m ero u s, b u t only 
req u ire  to  be know n to  lose th e ir  p o w er t o  mislead. 
Olio very  freq u en tly  used b y th e o lo g ia n s, is  to  take  
ce rta in  postulates, and a rg u e  from  th em  as  th ou g h  they  
w ero ab solu te  fa c t s .  T h e  arg u m en ts  a r e  o ften  so sound  
in  them selves, th a t m an y people n e v e r  d ream  th a t  they  
a r e  founded on m ere  assu m p tion . I t  is  aston ish in g  to  
w h at a  larg e  e x te n t th e  o rth o d o x  w orld  allow s itse lf  to  
bo imposod upon by th is  exp ed ien t. I t  is scarcely  
credible th a t th o  w hole sy stem  o f  d o g m a tic  th eo lo g y  is 
founded on th e  assu m p tio n  th a t  m an  h as fallen , assum ed  
w ithout a shadow  o f  p r o o f ; an d  w hen an y o n e  questions 
th e  fact, m an’s  p resen t u n satisfac to ry  co n d itio n  is  pointed  
to  as  a  conclu sive p ro o f th a t  ho has  fallen , th u s  throw ing  
d u st in to  th e  half-open ed ey e s  o f  th e  w oulil-bo inquirer. 
W h e n  D r. B ro m b y , in on e o f  his ad m irab le  lectu res , 
pointed o u t th e  v ast am o u n t o f  evid en ce th e re  is to  show  
th a t  A dam  w as n o t th e  first m an, a n d  th a t  th e  acco u n t  
o f  th o  “ fall ”  was m erely  a lleg o rica l, h e  aim ed a  blow a t  
existin g  th eolo gy, w hich blow, p ro p erly  follow ed up, will 
be th e  m oans o f  finally dem olishing th e  w h ole theological 
system . B e ca u se , if m an  h as  n o t  f a l l e n ,  h e  does n o t  
need a Sa viou r, th e re fo re  th e  A to n e m e n t a n d  a ll kindred  
d o ctrin es fall to  th e  grou nd.

B u t  to  re tu r n  to  th o  tr ick s  o f  co n tro v e rsy . O n e of 
th e  m o st com m on is  th a t  o f  s e ttin g  u p  a  m an  o f straw  
for th e  p leasu re  o f  k n ock in g  him  dow n a g a i n ; or, in 
o th e r w ords, p u ttin g  w eak  an d  foolish a rg u m e n ts  into 
th e  m outh  o f  y o u r op pon ent, and by re fu tin g  th e m , lead  
people to  suppose i t  is y o u r o p p o n en t y o u  h av e  defeated . 
A n o th er tr ick , n o t so com m on, b u t u sed  w ith g r e a t  effect 
occasionally , ¡b to  con tin u e a  co n tro v e rsy  u n til confronted  
by som e th orou g h ly  u n an sw erab le a rg u m e n t, a n d  then  
th ro w in g  u p  th o  cap w ith a  c r y  o f  v icto ry , r e fe r  to  th e  
la s t arg u m en t as  being to o  ab su rd  to  re q u ire  a n sw e rin g ; 
th u s  a rro g a tin g  a  degreo o f  m e n ta l su p e rio rity  o v e r  thoso  
who ca n n o t see  w herein th e  ab su rd ity  con sists .

I t  is to  b o hoped th o  tim e  is  n o t  fa r  d is ta n t w hen tho  
reaso n in g  facu lties  .of all w ill b e-so  w ell cu ltiv a te d  th a t  
a ll th e se  plans for m isleading o th e rs  w ill be rendorod  
w orse, th a n  useless, and w hen m en  w ill figh t fo r  tru th , 
and h o t fo r  v icto ry .

I n  conclu sion , i t  w ould bo w ell to  im p ress u p o n  all the  
n ecessity  th e re  ex ists  fo r  exercisin g  to  th e ir  fu ll e x te n t  
th o se  pow ers o f  m in d  th a t  w ill enab le u s  to  w eigh  with  
ju d ical calm ness a ll th e  conflicting s ta te m e n ts  w e h e a r  
from  d ay  to  day. R em em b er th e re  a r e  tw o sides t o  every

Qu estion , and w e o u g h t n o t  to  be m isled  b y  e x p a r te  evi- 
en ce, an y  m o re  th a n  a  Ju d g e  is m isled b y  sp ecial p lead 

ing. I n  fa ct , w e o u g h t in o u r  daily  lives t o  lo ok  upon  
ourselves as  h olding a  Similar p osition  to  t h a t  h eld  b y a  
Ju d q e  in  a  c o u r t  o f  ju stice . W e  m u s t b e  ca re fu l to  
w eigh a ll in form ation  receiv ed , an d  be p a rticu la rly  

'  a g a in st th e  sp ecial p lead in gs of our o f f »  preju-
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W e  can n o t b eg in  th e  cu ltiv a tio n  o f  th e  ju d icia l facu l
ties to o  soon, a n a  i t  should form  p a r t  o f  ev ery  boy and  
L'irl’s ed u cation . E v e ry o n e  sees  t r u th  d ifferen tly , and  
everyone states i t  d ifferen tly  ; add to  th is  th e  verbal co n 
fusion resu ltin g  from  a n  im p erfect a cq u ain tan ce  w ith  
our im p erfect lan g u ag e, and th e n  y o u  have a  wide field 
for the exercise  o f  th e  u tm o st cau tion  in receivin g  evi
dence, and c h a r ity  in  in te rp re tin g  it.

S C I O L IS T .

S P I R I T U A L I S M .

T h e r e  a r c  m a n y  t o  w h o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n  m ig h t  
w e l l  b e  a d d r e s s e d :

W h a t is th a t  w hich now , fo r  som e tw e n ty -th re e  years, 
has occupied th e  a tte n tio n  o f  so m any persons— which 
has challenged and receiv ed  th e  se v e re st s cru tin y  th at  
the a c u te s t m inds and th e  m o st accom p lished scien tists  
could devise, and w h ich , a f te r  a ll, h as  com pelled  th e  
belief o f  m illions o f  in te llig en t p erson s, in th e  m ost 
highly cu ltiv a ted  p o rtio n s o f  th e  w orld , and w hich is 
extending its  c ircle  o f  b elievers w ith m arvellou s ce le r ity ?  
Is  th is th in g a  h u m b u g o r  a  d ecep tion , th in k  y o u , o r  is 
it w orth looking in to  ?

To th o se  who ask, w h at is  th e  uso o f  i t  a l l ; a  sh o rt  
and conclu sive an sw er w ould be— th a t  i t  affords th e  only  
demonstration o f  a  fu tu re  s ta te  o f  ex isten ce— th e  only  
gro u n d  up on  w hich a  m an  is enabled to  exclaim , “  0  
D eath ! w h ere is th y  stin g — 0  G r a v e ! w h ere  is th y  
victory ? ” I f  peo p le w ould g o  to  th e  S p iritu al lite ra tu re , 
and search  and stu d y  am o n g  th e  m o re  th a n  a thousand  
volumes a lread y  published on  th is  su b ject, th e y  would 
soon find a n  a n sw e r to  th oir inquiry th a t  w ould startlo  
them. B u t  un less peop le a r e  p rep ared  an d  w illing to  
abandon th e ir  m ost ch erish ed  opinions for t r u t h ; I  
would advise th e m  n o t to  s e a rch  in to  th is  th in g . F o r  
so su re  a s  th e y  do investigate, so s u r e  i t  is th a t  th e y  w ill 
believe. T h ey  c a n n o t h elp  them selves.

I n  th e  m ean tim e, th e  b a re  p ossib ility  o f  e r ro r  m igh t 
suggest itse lf  to  a  can d id  a n d  ca re fu l m ind as  a  caution  
against th e  e x p o su re , th a t  m u st soon er o r  la te r  v isit such  
exhibitions o f  blind b ig o try  and p ersecu tio n  as  w e have  
witnessed lately .

L e t  S p iritu alists  keep calm — le t  scep tics  scoff— bigots  
rave— th e  p ress  rid icu le— L e t  us keep an  eyo on th e  
pulpit, th e  clerg y  will be su re  to  com m en ce a  m igh ty  
on slaugh t soon ; h ew  s tra ig h t, k eep  cool, and w elcom e  
them  in to  o u r  ran k s.

M R . T Y E R M A N 'S  L E C T U R E .

W e  ta k e  from  th e  A g e  n ew sp ap er th e  follow ing rep o rt  

of M r. T y e rm a n ’s firs t p u b lic  .le c tu r e  delivered b y him  
to a  M elb ou rn e au d ien ce, on S p ir i tu a l is m .”

“  T h e  re v . g e n tlem an  com m en ced  b y s ta tin g  th a t  it  
was his d elib era te  co n v ictio n  th a t  historians o f  futu re  
ages w ould p ro n o u n ce  S p iritu alism  to  be th e  m ightiest 
religious m ovem en t developed in th e  nin eteen th  cen tu ry . 
H e explained how , a f te r  com in g to  th is  colony, he had 
been led to  in v e stig a te  th o  su b je ct on its  m erits, con si
dering th a t  i t  w as his d u ty  as  a  re lig io u s te a ch e r to  do 
so, and if  finding i t  fa lse  in p rin ciple to  oppose it . T he  
reasons w h ich  led  him  to  in vestig ate  i t  w ere— firstly, his  
regard  for p erson al co n sisten cy  ; second ly, th a t  th e  sub
je c t  w as one lik ely  seriou sly  to  a ffect th o  ch u rch  ; th irdly , 
th a t i t  w as a  re lig io u s m ovem en t in  all in te n ts  and p u r
poses ; and , fo u rth ly , th a t  i t  w as possibly tru e . Tho  
rev. g en tlem an  p roceed ed  to  p u t him self in close com 
m unication , by m eans o f  m edium s, w ith th e  spirit-w orld, 
and had , as  he says, som e ex tra o rd in a ry  com m unications, 
which convinced him  o f  th o  tr u th  o f  th e  th eo ry , th a t  
disem bodied souls ca n , w hen th e y  please to  do so, p u t  
them selves in to  in tim ate  co n n e ctio n  w ith th e  inhabitants  
o f th is  w orld . H e  g av e in stan ces  o f  com m unications ho 
had receiv ed , a n d  chiefly am o n g st th ese  w ere som e w rit
ings in  th e  orig in al hands o f  C rom w ell an d  S ir R o b ert 
Peel. These, he said , w ere  so con v in cin g th a t  h e  h ad  no

option left him  b u t to  em b race th e  d octrine. I t  w as 
tr u e  th a t som e pu erile stu ff w as often received th rou gh  
th e  m edium s, b u t th is w as to  be acco u n ted  for by th e  
fa c t  th a t  th e  sp irit leaving th e  body carried  w ith i t  to  
th e  o th e r  world th e  ch a ra c te r  it had  in herited  in th is. 
H e  referred  to  th e  o th e r  kinds o f  spiritual m anifestations, 
such as  th o se  o f  seeing hands, hearing m usic, draw ing, 
and o f  m edium s w riting th a t which to  th em  w as  
unknow n. T h e  reveren d gentlem an w en t on to  explain  
how, w hen stan d in g  in an ab y ss o f  darkn ess, he w as m et 
by th e  variou s th eories opposed to  th e  possibility o f th e  
existen ce  o f  Spiritualism , as  th ose who un derstood it 
believed in it . T he first objection offered to  it w as a  
negative one. T h at was th e  objection o f  th o se  who said  
th e  ph enom ena testified to  w ere n o t possible. T h a t he 
m e t a t  once by th e  an sw er, before m aae  c le a r  to  his own 
m ind, viz., th a t th e  phenom ena really  o ccu rred , no m atter  
w h at ag en cy  caused th em . Secondly, he was asked to  
believe th a t  th e  w hole th in g w as a  wilful im posture. 
T h a t he answ ered by say in g  th a t it w as decidedly s tran g e  
th a t  th e  im p o stu re had n o t been discovered  by th e  scien
tific m en who ha'd set- them selves to  do it. O th er points  
w ere self-delusion, m ech anical co n triv an ces , fuvoluntary  
m u scu lar a ctio n , and som e pow er in n atu re  n o t y e t dis
covered , psychological op eration s, and , lastly , Satanic  
influence. O n  th is point th e  le c tu re r  becam e warm. 
H e  asked w h at h ad n o t been fathered on th e  d evil? H e  
w as ch arged  w ith tho rebellion in heavon, th e  full o f  m an, 
th e  afflictions visited on J o b , and th e  tem p tation  o f  th a t  
w o rld -teach er, C h rist. O n e o f  th e  g re a t a rg u m en ts  
ag ain st .Spiritism w as th a t  it w as so la te  in being 
discovered. T h at, surely w as no arg u m en t again st it. 
W h y , i t  m igh t as  reasonably be asked, did n o t C h rist  
com e b efore ? I t  w as acknow ledged th a t th e  locom otive  
en gin e had done m u ch  f o r  th e  w orld— w hy did n o t th a t  
com e b efore ? H e  denied th a t th e  d octrin e was co n trary  
to  th e  teach in gs o f  th e  B ible, and contend ed th a t  by its  
lig h t m an y p arts  th e  B ib le  cou ld  be th e  b e tte r  explained  
a n d  un derstood . I t  p reached m orality  to  all th e  w orld, 
and did n o t, as  w as alleged  ag ain st it , su b vert moral 
obligations, and give a  licen ce  to  evil passions and n o xi
ous p ractices . A fte r  tou ch in g  on  som e personal m atters, 
and s ta tin g  th a t  th o  B ishop o f  M elb ourne h ad in a  le tte r  
exp ressed  his r e g r e t  fo r  th e  m anner in which he had 
been dism issed, th e  le c tu re r  said th a t  his ob ject was to  
m odify p reju d ice  w ith re g a rd  to  spiritism , co rre c tin g  
m isapprehension and stim u latin g  in vestigation . H aving  
done th is  he w ould bo satisfied. H o  th en  w ont on to  
deal w ith th e  lead ing prin ciples o f  th e  spiritists, th e  
teach in gs o f  spiritualism , and its  bearin gs on  popular  
th eology. H e  contend ed th a t spiritism  proved tn c  tw o
fold being o f  m an , and show ed th a t ho had both a m ater
ial and a  sp iritu al oxistence. This w as a  g ran d  th in g  in 
th is a g e  o f  m aterialism , w hich was fast drifting tow ards  
ath eism . T h is new  religion m et th o  views o f  ath eists , 
for i t  gave th em  w h at th ey  had so long asked fo r— proof. 
I t  dem on strated  th a t th ere  was a  fu tu re  s ta te , and th a t  
m an had a  soul which cam e back to  te ll us o f  its e x is t
e n ce  and cond ition. Sp iritism  gave a  m ore ration al and  
sa tisfacto ry  th eo ry  o f  tn e  w orld to  com e than an y  o th er  
system  supplied, as  w as proved by th o  difference o f  th e  
belief o f th e  creed s. Som e th o u g h t and behoved th at 
th e  soul lapsed in to  a s ta te  o f  un consciou sn ess, and r e 
m ained in a  long sleep till th e  tru m p et-call woke i t ; 
o th ers  th a t  a  portion  o f  m ankind m u st be u tte rly  nnni- 
liilated, and only a  favored few finding th e ir  w ay to  th e  
realm s o f  bliss ; "others in  a  pu rgation  o f  souls. Spiritism  
proclaim ed  th e  progressive s ta te  o f  m an to  a glorious  
end. I t  w ould y e t  be found th a t  reaso n , w ith scien ce, 
w ould ru le  th e  world. T h e  sp eak er w as m ost a tte n 
tively  listen ed  to . M r. Ja m e s  Sm ith occup ied  th o  chair.

W e  a re . g lad  to  s ta te  th a t th e  R e v . M r . T yerm an  
has m et w ith th e  m ost unqualified su ccess  a t  San dh urst. 
O n Su nd ay evening la s t ho lec tu red  in th e  L y ceu m  
T h e a tre  to  an  aud ien ce o f  som e 2 0 0 0 . T h o building  
w as com pletely filled, several hu nd red s being unable 
to  ob tain  adm ission. W e  r e g r e t  sp ace  com pels us to  
om it a  ftiller re p o rt o f  th e  .proceedings. D u rin g  th e  
week th o  rev. gen tlem an  vrill r i i f t  LockwoOd, Ekf’l&- 
h aw k  and Kangaroo R a t .
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C o u n t r y  A g e n ts
C astlem aine— H . B am ford , B a rk e r  S treet. 
S a n d h u rst— T . C . Southam , P a ll M all. 
P lea sa n t C reek — Jan . M ’L ean .

A gents w anted f o r  a l l  p a rts  o f  the Colony.

XHi F I T  i m  S E C U L A R  A C A D E MY ,
^ N I C H O L S O N  & G E R T R U D E  STS.,

d̂üÊHÎisqmcniîi.
MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS

D ev oted  to  Spiritu alism , & c., on  sale a t  
W . I I .  T E R R Y ’S  Book D ep ot, 9(1 R ussell S t ., M elbourne

A M on th ly  M agazine.
cnn

H u m a n  N a t u r e .
T h e  P h i l o s o p h i c  n a i l  S c i e n t i f i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h i s  J o u r n a l ,  a n d  

t h e  m a r k e d  o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  d i s p l a y e d  b y  i t s  c h i e f  c o n t r i b u 
t o r s  h a v e  g i v e n  i t  a  s t a n d i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  i s  e m i n e n t l y  
u n s c c t a r i a n ,  a n d  f r e e  f r o m  c r e e d a l  b i a s ,  i t s  o b j e c t s  a p p a r e n t l y  

b e i n g  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t r u t h .  P r i c e  1 0 d . ,  9 s .  p e r  a n n u m .

T h e  S p i r i t u a l  M a g a z i n e .  A  L o n d o n  M o n t h l y ,  d e v o t e d  

c h i e f l y  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,

T h i s  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  E n g l i s h  M a g a z i n e ,  a n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o r g a n  o f  
S p i r i t u a l i s m  i n  E n g l a n d .  P r i c e  1 0 t l . ,  9 s .  p e r  a n n u m .

T h e  M e d i u m  a n d  D a y b r e a k .  A L ond on W eek ly  
P ap er. M ail copies price ¡Id., Ship d itto , 2d .

T h i s  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  p a p e r ,  k e e p i n g  t h e  r e n d e r  w e l l  p o s t e d  u p  i n  

a l l  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  N e w s .

T h e  ( L o n d o n )  S p i r i t u a l i s t . A M on thly P ap er, co n 
tain in g  in terestin g  m a tte r . P r ic e  Gd.

T h e  B a n n e r  ok L i g h t . T he lead ing A m erican  Spirit
ual P a p e r, con tain s 4 0  colum ns o f  well w ritten  
A rticles , L e c tu re s , F a c ts ,  E xp erien ces , and g en eral 
in terestin g  m atter . W e e k ly  Gd., p er an n . 25 s .

T n E  R e l i o i o - P h i i .o s o p h i c a l  J o u r n a l . j  p o l i s h e d  a t

C hicago, U .S . W e e k ly  Gd. 
T h e  R e v u e  S p i r i t s . P a r i s  M on th ly . I s .  Gd.
R e v u e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s . P a r i s  M o n t h l y .  I s .  G d .

N .B .— B a ck  num bers o f  B a n n e r o f  L ig h t  3 d  p er copy.

T h e  P r e s e n t  A g e .

Y o u n g  L a d ie s
FOR

a n d  Y o u n g G e n tle m e n .

T h i s  I n s t i t u t i o n  i s  C o n d u c t e d  b y

TVT R  . -A_ UST 1ST S  ,
A ssisted  by C o m p eten t T each ers  ; an d  is Estab lish ed with 
th e  view o f supplying w h at is fe lt to  be one o f  th e  G reat 
W a n ts  o f  th e  A g e , nam ely, a n  E d u ca tio n a l Establish
m ent o f  a  S ecu la r C ha ra cter, n o t te a ch in g  an y  C reed  nor 
D o gm a, b u t in cu lcatin g  p rin cip les o f  M o rality , and culti
vating a  tr u e  sen se o f  H o n o r. V acan cies  fo r  Boarders. 

T e r m s  M o d e r a te .
Prospectus fo rw ard ed  on ap p lica tion  to  P rin c ip a l.

&c C o . ,
PHOTO-ART.

B A T C H B L D E R
(E stab lish ed  1 8 5 4 . ;

EX E C U T E  Com m issions in all b ran ch es o f  Photo .
grap h ic and C oloured P o r t ra itu r e  on ' m oderato 

te rm s . S ee  Specim ens and R eferen ces .
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JU S T  R E C E I V E D , ex  “ H a r v e s te r ,”  from  B o sto n , all 
th e  la te s t  B o o k s and P a p e rs  on  Spiritu alism  and 

kindred su b jects , also a fresh supply o f  B o ta n ic  M edicines. 

W . I I .  T e r r y ,  9 6  R u ssell S tre e t , M elb ourne.

S  E  - W  I N T O  M A C H I S T E S .

R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

HST < 3 -  E
N E W  N O I S E L E S S

a

LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE
CHEAP l  COMPREHENSIVE W O R K S  ON S P IR ITU A LIS M , & C.

T h e  S p i b i t u e l l e :  o r  d i r e c t i o n s  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  B y  

A b b y  M . L a f l i n  F e r r e e .  I s .

D e a t h  a n d  t h e  A f t e r  L ik e . T hroe L e c tu re s  b y A . J .  
D avis, to g eth er •’with A  V oice from  th e  Sum m er  
L a n d . Is. Gd., elotli 2s . Gd. E n larg ed  edition, w ith  
F iv e  additional L e c tu re s , 2 s . Gd. & 3s . Gd.

S p i r i t u a l i s m  i n  A m e r i c a . B y  E p s i l o n .  3 d .

T h e  G i s t  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m . S ix  L e c tu re s  b y W a rre n  
C hase. 2s.

H o w  a n d  W h y  I  B e c a m e  a  S p i r i t u a l i s t . B y  W .  A . 
D an sk in . 3s . Gd.

P l a i n  G u i d e  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s m . B y  U riah  C lark . 5s. G d .

M o d e r n  S p i r i t u a l  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s : a r e  th e y  in ac 
cord an ce w ith R eason  and P a s t  R evelation . Sm all 
8vo ., 6 S  p ag es, Is.

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  A n g e l s  R e a l i z e d .  B y  A . E .  N ew 
to n . Is.

A L e t t e r  to  th e  C h esn u t S tre e t C ongregational 
C h u rch , in  rep ly  to  itB ch arg e  o f  having becom e a  
rep ro ach  to  th e  cau se  o f  tr u th , in conseq uence o f  a  
ch an ge o f  religious belief. B y  J .  S . A dam s. 1 b.

W r  t  i s  S p i r i t u a l i s m . A  L e c t u r e  b y  T .  G .  F o s t e r .  G d .

P r o f e s s o r  H a r e ’ s  L e c t u r e  o n  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  w i t h  

illu stratio n s. Is .
M ED iuM sniP: its  law s and conditions. B y  J .  H . Pow ell.

Is .
Heaven Opened: o r  M essag es  for th e  B ereav ed  from  

ou r li ttle  ones in  G lory . C loth , I s .  3d. P a p e r, Gd.

T U S T  P U B L I S H E D , a  C ollection o f 1 1 0  H Y M N S  
W  a n d  A N T H E M S , ap p ro p riate  to  Sp iritu alists, and  
o th e r  U n B ectarian  C on greg atio n s, selected  by th e  Com 
m itte e  o f  th e  M elb ou rn e A sso ciatio n .' 16m o . C loth , 
Is. 6d . Im n . M o rro cco , 2s . 6d . B y  P o s t , 2d . e x tra .

W .  H . T E R R Y , 9 6  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t .

JU S T  R E C E I V E D ,  on  The Spirit Circle 
and the Laws op Mediumship. A  L e c tu r e  by 

E mma Hardinge, also  th e  In sp ira tio n al P o em s, “  E v e r 
more,” and “  O v e r T h ere ,”  P r ic e  3d.

W .  H . T E R R Y  R ussell Street.

T h e  B e s t  in  the W orld ,
At

G R E A T L Y  R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

S T A N F O R D  & CO.,
C O R N E R  O F  B O U R K E  & R U S S E L L  S T R E E T S ,

________________ MELBOURNE.________________

B O O K S ON P H Y S IO L O G Y , & . C .

Sexology, a s  t h e  P hilosophy o f  L i f e . Willard. 8s. fid. 
S e x u a l  Physiology. Dr. Trail. 5s. fid.
Ph ysica l  P erfectio n . Jaqucs. 7s. fid.
Ma rr ia g e  and it s  V iolations. Dr. E llis. Gd.
T h e  Men ta l  Cu r e . Evans. 5s. fid.
T h e  H era ld  ok He a l t h . Per vol., Is . fid.
T h e  E m p ir e  ok t h e  Mo th er . H. C. W right. 4s.

W . H .  T E R R Y ,  9 6  R u sse ll  S tre e t ,  Melbourne.

M R S . LANG'S N E W  P A TEN T ECONOM ICAL

DOMESTIC WASHING TABLE.
PRICES IN MELBOURNE:

O ld -T -T S T  S Y S .  Q D . E A C H .
B B I N O  T H E

C h e a p e st o f  a l l  W A S H I N G  U A C H X N S S .
ON AN ENTIRELY NEW PRINCIPLE.

I f  tw o T restlo s  aro requ ired , p rice  7 s . 6d . e x tra .

It saves time, saves labour, save soap, eaves fu e l ,  saves 
water, saves th o  clothes, and w ashes th e m  very c lea r  and  
quite clean. N o  friction  is  em p lo y e d : n o  injurious  
ch em icals a re  r e q u ire d : soap alo n e  is  used.
T h e Washing Apparatus without trestles is  a ll that is  essential: 
i t  can be p laced  upon any convenient table. Tho trestles are r e 
qu ired  where there is no table.

A  G B  N T  B
FO R T H E  AUSTRALIAN C 0L 0N IB 8  AND NEW  ZEALAND,

JA M E S  M oEW A N  &  Co., E lizabeth  S t., Melbourne.
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