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I n our last we published an able paper from thetpen of 
Mr. S. G. Watson, entitled “  Spiritualism per se,”  in 
which the writer insists that Spiritualism proper is simply 
a phenomenal fact, entirely dissociated from religion, 
though forming a base upon which religion can be built. 
Whilst agreeing with Mr. Watson as to the importance 
of the phenomenal facts, we cannot as he does recognise 
them as representing the sum total of Spiritualism. 
They are undoubtedly the base upon which the super
structure is built, and essential to the stability of that 
superstructure, but the foundation is not the house, and 
by itself is a very useless and often unsightly affair. 
The laying of a foundation presupposes the erection of a 
structure, and the facts which were the foundation stones 
of the modem Spiritual dispensation, not only fore
shadowed, but clearly indicated the religious character of 
the superstructure, as they demonstrated in themselves 
without oral teaching or dictation, if not the immortality, 
at least the continued existence, of the spirit of man, and 
the ministry of angels. Out of this grew the Spiritual 
temple, embodying the religion of Spiritualism, which at 
the present day is exercising more influence on humanity 
than the phenomena upon which it is built.

Though Spiritualism has no creed, there are certain 
principles and beliefs held by the great majority of 
acknowledged Spiritualists which represent the religion 

o f Spiritualism, viz., the Fatherhood of God, the brother
hood of man, the destruction of death and the substitu
tion of transition to denote the change of condition from 
this to the next life, our initial condition there being 
determined by our state of development here. That 
all future suffering is a natural and inevitable result 
o f  the violation of physical and moral laws in this life, 
and that progress and happiness is the universal destiny.

These beliefs are not new, they are to l>e found 
in degree in all the Spiritual religions of the past, but 
only assdme homogenity in modern Spiritualism, which 
is consolidating and systemising both- Psychological facts 
and the religious ideas which are their outcome. W e are 
quite aware that persons of all niaimer of religious 
belief may become Spiritualists in  name by accepting 
the fact of spirit intercourse, and working it into har
mony with their form of faith, and that there are thou
sands in all the churches who do so. Further, that there 
are also numbers who are constrained by indubitable 
proofs to admit the fact of spirit phenomena without 
being influenced morally or religiously thereby. These 
may lie called dictionary Spiritualists, as coming within 
the lexicographer’s definition, but cannot in any other 
light be considered as such ; indeed, from experience we 
know that very few of this class will accept the name of 
Spiritualist. There are Christian Spiritualists and other 
sects who have put up little temples of their own, but 
these are merely halting places on the road to the cen
tral structure which rears itself high above them.

Mr. Watson truly says: “  One of the glories peculiar 
to Spiritualism is, that it welcomes to its examination 
and acceptance men and women of all religions, or of no 
religion, without question, as all true science ever does;’ 
but he follows this with an assertion which though 
measurably true is somewhat misleading, viz., that 
“  those who teach that Spiritualism per se is a religion or 
philosophy are doing all they can to rob it of its chief 
glory, and trying to dwarf it into a religious sect or 
craze.” Now, we do not hold with these latter who 
assert that Spiritualism is a religion per se any more 
than we do with those who assert it to be a science only; 
but we know that many of those who recognise Spiritu
alism as a religious philosophy, whilst consistently 
upholding its principles, abhor creeds and dogmas or any
thing that would tend to narrow its influence. To us 
Spiritualism is both a science and a religion. The 
phenomena, from the simplest physical manifestation to 
the most delicate Psychological problem, are its body; 
the religion is the Spiritual expression of it, and as tho 
spirit of man is the most important and permanent part 
of him, so is the spirit or religion of Spiritualism su-
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perior in this respect to the form which is only a  means 

o f bringing us into more conscious contact with the 

essence. It is highly probable, ha Mr. W atson says, that 

the cQqiraunications of spirits are not superior to those of 

mortals; it does not follow, however, that spirits are 

incapable of transcending mortal effort in subject and 

sublimity, but rather that their teachings are adapted to 

the comprehension of their pupils. Most of the ad

vanced minds of the earth, were they to express in 

language appropriate to their ideas their highest thoughts, 

would be unintelligible to the majority of mankind ; and 

were exalted intelligences in the spirit-world to speak to 

us as we may presume they speak to their compeers, 

their discourses would be valueless because out of bur 

plane of thought. Moral teachings adequate to our 

requirements have been received, and the literature of 

Spiritualism will furnish a code o f moral ethics com

parable to the highest known to history ; and it would 

be manifestly unwise for our spirit-friends to present us 

with a  transcendental philosophy which the world is not 

ripe for.

A  N E W  T H E O R Y  O F  .S P IR IT U A L IS M .

M r. J o h n  S t u a r t  S t u a k t -G l r n n ik , M .A ., Barrister- 
at-Law, has written an elaborately learned work, which 
in many respects is a most meritorious production, and 
the title of which is “ Isis and Osiris : ” or the Origin of 
Christianity, as a  verification of an ultimate law of his
tory. A s  space does not permit me even to allude here 
to the manner in which the author connects the origin 
o f Christianity with Egyptian mythology and sacer
dotalism, I  shall simply confine my critical observations 
to the consideration o f a  very original, though not to me 
at least equally satisfactory, theory of Spiritism, as given 
in the second chapter of that work, from page 328-341, 
headed : The Origin of the Myths of Xaturianism. By 
Naturianism, I may briefly state here, the author 
means the objective influence of the powers and aspects 
of nature on the subjective mind of man and the develop
ment o f human consciousness. The main proposition 
which Stuart Glennie endeavours to demonstrate in this 
chapter, which I  consider to l*e one of the weakest and 
least conclusive in the whole book, with n-spect to 
Spiritualism is this, that all the phenomena o f modern 
Spiritism may be explained in the first instance as the 
offspring of human ignorance in  the early ages o f man
kind, of which modern Spiritism is simply a  revival, and 
that the theory or hypothesis of Solidarity, which the 
author seems to claim as opginal with himself, furnishes 
the key to all the mysteries of both ancient and modem 
Spiritism. /'

B u t for the better and easier understanding o f the 
subject by the readers of the Harbinger o f  L ight, and 
also in order to-do full justice to the author of the novel 
theory, I  deem it expedient to state his theory in his 
own words in a  foot-note to page 336. “ This hypothesis,” 
he says, “ is but a  combination o f these highest generalisa
tions o f modem science, namely, the conception o f bodies 
as systems of molecular motion. The conception of 
bodies, further, not as isolated, but as acting mechani
cally on each other as parts o f a system, and the concep
tion o f mental states and changes as having equivalents 
in states and changes of molecular motion. Let, then, 
bodies conceived as systems of motion be further con
ceived in accordance with that hypothesis of matter 
suggested by Faraday (Experimental Researches, vol. u, 
284, and vol. Ill, , pp. and seq.), confirmed by those facts 
which destroyed the theory of electrical induction being 
‘ action at a  distance,’ and further developed in my con
ception of mutually determining atoms. Let bodies be 
conceived, not as isolated, but as parts of a  system, and 
as  acting universally on each other through mechanical 
‘  lines o f force,’ variously deflected in their mutual action,

but directly o r  indirectly exerting influence in  spheres of 
quite indefinite extent. A nd  further, let the accepted 
fact of Psychology be l»orne in  mind that all mental 
action whatever is but an aspect o f a  certain mechanical 
action; every feeling, every thought, every desire or 
volition implying rather than being a  consequence of 
certain molecular motions and mechanical changes. A n d  
yet further, let some bodies be conceived as either perma
nently or occasionally more capable than others of 
affecting and being affected by the lines of force from 
other ladies. Then, just as the molecular motion of any 
one organ o f an animal body varyingly affects and is 
aftected by the lines o f force from other bodies, then, 
just ns the molecular motion o f any one organ o f an 
animal IkhIv varyingly affects and is affected by the 
dynamic equilibrium of every other organ, so may indi
vidual Ix>die8, conceived ns systems o f motion, not only 
varyingly affect and Ik* affected by  each other through a  
mechanically conceived medium ; but such influence may 
l>e a consequence of mental actions which, if  they have 
all mechanical equivalents, would through a  medium be 
mechanically communicable. For, suppose a  mental 
change takes place in an individual, and he becomes 
possessed by a certain strong feeling or desire, on its 
material side, the mental change and supervening con
dition is a  certain change and supervening state of 
molecular motion. I f  then other iKwlies, and particularly 
other animated l-xlirs, are systems of molecular motion ; 
and if  all bodies are more or less directly connected 
through mechanical lines of force raying out from earth, 
then a change in the mental condition of an individual 
l»eing a  change also in his state o f molecular motion 
must affect the mechanical states, and hence mental con
dition o f others, though unquestionably such influence 
may be so infinitesimal as to lie quite incognisable."

H ere ends this verbally most elaborate theory or 
hypothesis of solidarity o f Stuart-GIcnnie. But the 
question now arises what practical use can an experi
enced Spiritualist, one who has convinced himself by 
hundreds o f reliable demonstrations of its phenomena, 
make of this hypothesis for the purpose o f explaining 
the cause or origin of the tiniest rap, let alone the more 
advanced phenomena o f materialisation. I t  may bo 
possible, or at least probable, that the phenomena of 
what is called Thought reading receive some illustration 
from the adoption of this theory ; this theory may be to 
some extent identical with the so-called Brain wave 
theory ; but, in the name o f reason and common sense, 
how can this hypothesis of solidarity, resting ns it docs 
upon exclusively mechanical and material grounds, fur
nish a  solution of the phenomena emanating from no 
human brains, but coming from spirits of a  world, out
side o f our material world ? O r  docs perhaps Stunrt- 
Glennie extend the operation of his learned theory to tho 
realm of spirits released from the lands of material forces ? 
D o  his mechanical "lines of force” also reach the domain 
of spirit forces? I t  would seem not. Judging from 
his effort of sweeping away all supematurnlism, he re
serves his last blow to modem Spiritualism, the pheno
mena of which must have appeared to him of sufficient 
importance to deal with them in a  special chapter set 
apart for the purpose. W h a t is to me most surprising in  
all these attempts of demolishing Spiritualism is the fact 
that their would-be-deuiolishers have so great a  facility 
of ignoring the last evidence and testimony before them; 
it  apparently costs them no trouble to get over the posi
tive researches of a  Crookes, or a  W allace, extended over 
a  large number of years ; their intuitive skepticism does 
not even allow  them to condescend to mention the namos 
o f such eminent scientific investigators o f the phenomena 
of Spiritualism in the presence o f their infallible in
tuitions and systems of carefully arranged and cleverly 
worded philosophies of Materialism ; they are blinded to 
the weight and importance of the facts and arguments 
adduced by their opponents, and they pass over them as 
if  they were non existent.

Had StuartrGlennie measured his solidarity hypothesis 
with tho Katie K in g materialisation of Crookes through 
the mediumship of Florence Cook, he would have most 
probably found that no amount o f systems o f molecular 
motions conld account for the appearance o f the tem p»-
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ralily incarnated spirit of K atie  K ing and all the rest of 
the wonderful phenomena connected with those elaborate 
researches of the world-renowned men of science. But 
instead o f ontering into n detailed application of his 
theory to the scientific and positive phenomena o f Spiritu
alism, he never thinks it necessary even to mention one 
solid authority, or one solid fact, in order to establish 
the congruity o f his theory with spiritualistic facts. W e  
have in fact in Stuart-Glennie nothing else than a  repe
tition of the sorry spectacle which years ago men o f tho 
Huxley, Tyndall, and Carpenter type have presented to 
English Spiritualists, and in Germany to Zöllner. 1 for 
one think there is no other remedy for this blind species 
o f would-be-scientific opposition than to allow the gener
ation of iU  exponents to pass away in silence ; for to 
attach too much importance to their dissent from the 
lieliefs o f the Spiritualists seems only to produce the 
effect of still further inflating tho soap-bubble of their 
scientific pride, without convincing them even o f tho 
logical necessity that spirit forces are perhaps as capable 
o f scientific handling as the physical forces with which 
they are exclusively concerned.

W ith  these few words I  now beg to dismiss both Mr. 
Stuart-Glonnie and his solidarity cobweb of a theory, 
which for the explanation o f spiritual phenomena is 
about as useful as the light o f a  farthing candle would 
l»e for the illumination of a  vast subterranean cave. 
Their fancied light is scarcely adequate to make their 
own persons faintly perceptible, and to show up the 
utter insignificance of their unavailing effort of injuring 
the cause of Spiritualism, which amongst all the progres
sive movements in the domain o f human thought of the 
nineteenth oentury occupies, without a  doubt, the fore
most position.

G  W .  R O H N E R .
Benalia, 16th January, 1884.

18 L I F E  W O R T H  T H E  L I V I N G !

By  H udson T uttle.
T h e  question if this life is worth the living is as old as 
history, and the saddest effect of a  sod and mistaken 
theology has been to cast such a  shadow and glooin over 
existence as to make the crushed heart moan a  negative 
response. The answer is from weakness and defeat, and 
the mcloncholy view of the world it expresses, culmi
nated in the beginning of the Christian religion, from 
which it is reflected on our times.

Christianity came to the Jews in  the hour o f their 
decline, when they were environed by  war, and threatened 
b y  famine. I t  gained ascendancy b y  their defeat and 
the destruction o f the H o ly  City. Its  kingdom was not 
of this world, for its founder, the incarnate god, perished 
with malefactors on tho ignominious cross, and its early 
apostles suffered martyrdom. Dungeons and stripes, con
tumely and scon» were for its believers, and its funda
mental doctrine was that the kingdom o f heaven was 
gained through tears and suffering. I t  came at length 
to  be received that only through the crucifixion o f the 
flesh could heaven be gained. Poverty and filth were 
praised, and thriftlessness became equivalent to godliness. 
The old Bible pointed to tho ant os a  worthy examplo of 
industry and forethought, tho new to tho lilies of tho 
valley, toiling not, and said : Take no thought for the 
morrow ; give to the poor all you have, and depend not 
on your own exertions, but on God.

T h e old religions had taught this doctrine, and in 
some it  had taken almost as wild a  course, yet in none 
were i u  evil consequences so far reaching. The Eastern 
myth of the union o f the flesh with the spirit, and the 
crucifixion of the former for the purification of the 
latter, became fixed as a  fundamental dogma, on which 
the scheme o f salvation rested. The flesh, matter, 
was of itsolf essentially evil, and hence physical pain 
became a  means o f spiritual purification. The hermit 
flying from the allurements o f life ; the flagellant, the 
ascetic, became the type of religious excellence. I t  was 
a  terrible view o f the world, justified by  the imputed 
sayings o f Christ. H o  was never known to laugh, ho 
wept. Tho good Christian should bo known by his

solemn face and streaming rye*. W hatever gave amuse
ment or joy  was e v il L ife  was only to Ik* endured 
because death liberated the enslaved spirit. Jesus had 
said : “  Blessi-d are ye  when men shall revile you and 
shall persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil

E nst you for my sake. Rejoice and Ik* exceeding 
, for great b  your reward in heaven. I  .ay not up 

for yourselvta treasure* upon earth, where moths and 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves bn*ak through and 
steal; but lay up your treasures in heaven," Ac. “  But 
seek ye first tho kingdom of heaven, and his righteous, 
ness, and all these things shall Ik* added unto you. Take 
therefore no thought for the morrow, for the morrow 
shall take thought for the things o f itself. Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof," Ac.

The doctrine of the times l*eing evil, and the body 
sinful; that tin? present was only of value os it hurries 
us to the next life, was fraught with momentous conse
quences, for it moulded the thought of nineteen centuries, 
and from its sway we an* painfully escaping. Under its 
sway men became wild with religious frenzy. They 
retired to the wilderness to escape the temptations they 
could not resist; they trampled under their feet the 
most delicate sentiments of the heart ns instigations of 
Satan; they looked on woman in her loveliness as a 
snare o f the archdeceiver, and spumed her gentle 
influence with unutterable loathing. Physical comfort 
was a  sin, nnd self-inflicted pain a  merit. Sackcloth 
ebrading with every motion of the wearer was adopted 
os raiment. Knives and thorns thrust into tho flesh, 
and the inclemency o f heat and cold, rain and cold 
eagerly courted. W hat strange characters come in view 
where we go  lack  a  century or two in history, produced 
by this mistaken belief regarding the objects of life.

The wild eyed flagellant, lashing himself until tho 
blood ran in streams; tho stylitc on summit of lofty

£llar; the monk counting his beads; the null kneeling 
y after day on the cold hard stone to propitiate the 

Infinite!
A  great mistake, which transmitted a legacy o f evil 

to the present. There lingers a  prejudice against 
pleasure, which yet makes enjoyment next to u sin, and 
constantly asserts that God made a  failure und a  blunder 
in the character o f man. The kingdom o f God is to 
come, and man’s being on earth is a  mistake. H e must 
endure it as best he may until death release** him.

W hen all the sunshiijt* and joy are taken out o f life it 
is not strange men think it not worth the living. When  
a  monster is placed on the throne of the universe, ami 
man made a  puppet to dance to his whim, the earth 
becomes a  gloomy prisonhouae, and life a  horrible farce.

W e  may have a  strong conviction of the reality of a 
future life, yet not perceive any antagonism >M*tween that 
life and the present. Tho materialistic school that cries : 
“  One world at a  time," receives its bias from the old 
ideas from which it  is a  reaction. Then* is no necessity 
o f sacrificing earth to gain heaven. The true and abiding 
love o f husband and wife for each other or for the 
children iiwwhom their united lives commingling flow, is 
os holy ana sacred as the love borne to God himself, and 
as much a part o f religion. The contrary would make 
the adaption of man to his environments a failure, and 
the infinite qualities of the M aker otherwise than 
infinite. These gloomy n ew * o f life are rapidly dis
appearing, and a  reaction lias come. Instead of placing 
the object* of life in the future, the future is ignored, 
and the present made supromo. N o r sufficient for the 
day is the evil thereof, but sufficient for the day is all 
the day produces ; the morrow is unknown. Hence, as 
life is only a succession o f sensations o f various character, 
some pleasing others painful, the more of these pleasurable 
sensations which can be crowded into the few years of it* 
continuance tho better. This materialistic view would 
lie complete hod not life a  morrow, and a morrow 
intimately related with the day. A fte r  tho full satis
faction of present wants there cornea tho immeasurable 
aspirations of the spirit The physical world, bodily 
enjoyment or mental culture are not all, and when so 
regarded tho mistake entails misery where happiness is 
sought.
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Freeing ourselves from these erroneous ideas, inherited 
from our ancestors, we are prepared to answer the 
«liiestion of what true happiness consists, and how l*est it 
may bo gained. I t  is the primal desire o f the heart, and 
our constant efforts are to gain it.

True happiness is a  result of our being in accord with 
V  the law- of the world. W hen all physical forces and 

spiritual energies move in harmonious rhythm through 
our being, there is no ja r  or conflict as we are wafted 
onward, and the soul feels the delight of perfect happi- 
inns. To arrive at this desired condition we must under
stand the fundamental principles o f creation, and the 
relations o f God thereto, and of ourselves to both. W o  
may accept as granted, that the plan of nature, whatever 
¡«lea Itc received of God, is perfect, and man as a  part of 
nature is to unite therewith. There can l»e no break in 
tho continuity of being, and hence his adaptation 
to the physical world must l»e regarded in the 
Name light as the adaptation of his spiritual faculties 
fo r a spiritual life. Man ns a  dual being, a  physical 
and spiritual, faces two worlds, and is amenable to 
the laws o f both. A s  such he must conform his life 
so that it will accord with these states. H e must 
understand that obedience to the laws of physical 
health is as obligatory and as much a  part o f religion as 
oltedicnce to moral laws. Perfect health is a  primary 
element of moral excellence.

Hence it is that men labouring under mistaken 
theories, which lift the physical lift* out of its scheme, 
have fallen into grievous blunders. Had not Calvin 
been physically diseased he would not have burned Ser* 
vetus. A  jaundiced theology was the offspring of a 
jaundiced preacher. Bile in the blood embittered the 
mind and bred intolerance and hate. Then- was a  gospel 
these teachers knew not of— the Gospel o f Health.

The teachers of the worhl have taught that happiness 
was not In- sought in this life, which at best is a  vale of 
tears, and only comes as a  reflection from the perfect 
js-ace which is bestowed by abject contentment with the 
decree of fate after assurances o f having gained a  pass
port to the future. W e  are assured that the world was 
not created, nor is sustained by any such artificial or 
arbitrary plan, and abject ness and contentment, growing 
out of dwarfislim-ss, an- not in nature’s  creed.

G ive us health ! cries Nature. N o  puny sicklings, but 
the l>ou tiding pulse of fresh blood ; the firm muscle, 
the active nerve. W hen the songsters come up from the 
south to greet the spring, their voices gladden hill and 
dale ; then* is no weak note, no fcehle wail, but the full
ness o f strength. The pride of the forest, tho sleek 
denizen of the wild, have no refined pleasures, hut all 
they have flow from the perfection of physical l>eing.

One lacerated nerve makes life a martyrdom, the 
luxuries of wealth are indifferent; the softest down a 
bed of nettles; the costliest viands tasteless to one 
direas«-d. A nd  yet ignorant of the primary conditions 
o f happiness, how many lose their hopes of gaining 
it, in their foolish attempt to grasp i t !

Is  it  through"the appetite f  the delicate food which 
tempts the palate t the M ttOM d dishes, the blending of 
many flayers? The time comes when the taste refuses 
to be pleased, and dyspepsia takes the place of digi%tion. 
The cfuBt is sweeter to the huugry than richest viands 
to the palled tongue. Rare wines distilled by the sun 
with delicate, flavors ore sipped with mirth and gossip of 
fair Ups, but at the bottom of the ruby cup is a  serpent 
whose sting creates unquenchable thirst. H ow  many go  
that way ? They mistake the means o f happiness, and 
drift insensibly into the restl«*ss tide. H ungry  nor 
thirsty men cannot be happy. W e  must have food, and 
that of the proper kind, else our effort to appease our 
hunger will end in disease.

A s  happiness springs from a  full and perfect expession 
o f the laws of our being, and ns such expession is in 
accord with the plan of nature, it follows that happiness 
is the natural state of man, and misery or pain tho 
unnatural. Talk about tho saving power of pain ! Pain 
has no saving power. Happiness is not built on misery. 
People talk as though they expected a  reward for 
suffering. W h y  the very suffering shows a  wrong which 
if  righted changes pain to joy . Y e t  they count their

pains, disappointments, and measure their tears as 
treasures laid up in heaven, which are good at sight, 
with heavy interest for answering joy. A  man may bo 
a  victim o f chronic sickness for a  score o f years, and 
daily racked with physical torture. Is  it not his loss ? 
How can he be repaid ? Crowd his after years with all 
the lu-art may desire, and this loss cannot be made good. 
For life should l>e replete, with its just demands fully 
met, and its cup cannot overflow. W h y  should ho In» 
rewarded for a  sin against the laws o f health ?

W hen we walk in  accord with the laws o f our being 
the very fulfilment of these requirements brings delight. 
W e  are athirst, and with what ex«|uisite delight we drink 
the crystal water. W e  hunger, and how delicious tho 
plainest food. W e  desire to breathe, and what joy  to 
fully inflate the lungs with the pure air. Health  is noxfc 
to heaven, for it is tho index showing that wo are in 
unison with the material world. The beat of its pulse 
vibrates through our lxiing, chord responding to chord.

Thus have we felt when on some lofty mountain top, 
the world at our feet, tho blue sky overhead, fading and 
melting into the distant mountain ridges, the crisp air, 
lik«- wine, and to the lieauties everywhere around us 
our being responding. Then life was a  song o f joy, and 
to eritt the supremo delight.

Hut how shall we keep ourselves in  accord with tho 
laws o f our being? A ll  true, most momentous question, 
for we are ignorant of these laws and conditions, and wo 
inherit the results of the ignorance* of our ancestors. W o  
an- the results of all the actions o f our parents, and tho 
conditions by which they wore surrounded ; of their 
parents, and of theirs back to remotest time. A ll  those 
through them have flowed down to, and become embodied 
in us. W e  drag the results of their transgressions after 
us, and cannot escape them.

I t  is this ignorance, this moss o f f.-stering, inherited 
wrongdoing, that makes us lose faith in the goodness of 
God. and become Pessimists, cravenly submitting to tho 
inevitable. This ignorance must lie replaced by know- 
ledge. To know is tho birthright of the soul. Tho 
limits o f the infinite are its boundaries. W hatever 
Intelligence has planned, man, as an intelligent being has 
the capability of knowing. W hen the sun o f knowledge 
shines from the zenith o f the cloudless heavens, and 
there remains no dark shadow o f ignorance behind which 
Ruperstition can conceal itself, then man w ill find that 
restful peace in the certainty o f law and order the 
devotee now receives from blind faith in Salvation by tho 
Cross.

Berlin Heights, Ohio, U .S  A .

S P IR IT  C O M M U N IC A T IO N S .

-«her with tho view o
opening up and maintaining i-ilod le  Intercourse with the spirit world, 
their object being the *plri<ual development o f  thecirclo-tho acquisition 
o f  knowledge and enlightenment for lhem.elr.se and tho ditfu.lon o f 
the latter among»! thoee whose mind» were fltu-d to recelvo i

s i i « »  ;_______ _____ ___
In the early number* o f the H a r b o r .  but the trance addrww* not 
being rejiortcd for a  ccnsH-rabl* time were not prraerved. Occasionally, 
however, a  reporter'» service* were available, and a  number o f M R . 
conditine o f  lecture« and dUcauraoaon «plritual. moral, and «dentino 
■ubicela have accumulated, to which It it deemed desirable to givo 
publicity. The «erte» .elected for publication were given during the 
years 1881-2 ; the lin t o f them profcwdly by the spirit o f tho late John 
KIHoUon, M.l). K.R 8.. who when In the body was personally known to 
one o f tho oldrat manlier» o f the circle: the identity, liowove-, o f  tho 

dated the matter which wo intend to publish Is o f 
mst be ludgod by their intrinalollttlo moment; tho c . ------  ------  - -  .

merit, which cannot bo enhanced by authority.

C R A N I A L  C A P A C IT Y  (Continued).

T i i e  E t h n o l o g ic a l  a n d  Z o o l o g ic a l  A s p e c t .

D r . E .— N o t  until tho truths I  am endeavouring to 
explain to you find reality in your minds w ill you bo 
able to have ade«|uato conceptions of the grandeur of 
tho object claiming our present attention. I  am pain
fully aware how xeoble must all my utterances of theso 
great trutlis be. I f  my faculty of imparting knowledgo 
were equal to my desires for your mental progress, I  had 
enrich »! you, my dear friends, with mines o f spiritual 
wealth. However, when we cannot do what we wish, 
we must do all that wo can. I  have a  twofold object.
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First, to logically demonstrate from terrestrial facts 
to the friends present the existence o f a  spiritual entity 
incorporated in the human being, and that the common
wealth o f the body constitutes apparatuses of organs 
designed by the creator for the temporal and spiritual 
progress o f man, for his earthly and his eternal welfare. 
Secondly, the time is not fa r  distant when Spiritualism 
and Materialism shall openly contend in the lecture-room 
and the science-hall for the sovereignty of the empire of 
human thought Then, as the rays of the rising sun 
first gild the mountain tops, so it will be shown by the 
records o f these my labours that the first gleams of the 
splendour o f the coming day were shewn to those who, 
despite scoffing and reviling, had reached the highest 
pinnacles o f spiritual truth on earth.

A t  our last sitting we dealt with the subject o f cranial 
capacity from two points of view— the anthropological 
and the morphological. There yet remain for us two 
other outlooks— the ethnological and the zoological. A t  
the close of my last remarks, I  spoke of stature as lieing 
a  powerful cause in determining a  cranial development. 
The cranial capacity should be in direct relation to the 
human frame. Mathematics will assist us a  little here. 
The law is, that the ratio of crania) capacity shall 
diminish in proj»ortion to the increase in weight and 
stature. The law is not absolute, nor is the development 
rigorously fixed. But man should remember that his 
physical organisation, though a  superior, is essentially an 
animal organisation, and therefore subject to laws of 
physiological development; though the law is not always 
carried out, yet our theory o f a power in man which can 
neither lx- weighed nor mcasuml, and can lie only 
ostimatedliy its manifestations, gains rather than loses 
by  the exceptions to the law, for otaervation does not 
furnish us with the fact that small men with largo heads 
are more intelligent than tall men with small crania. 
O n the contrary observation shows us that small men 
with disproportionately large heads are less intelligent 
than their tall fellows with their disproportionately 
small cranial capacity. The cranium should be in direct 
relations with the rest of the osteological devevelopment, 
and the osteological development is mainly dependent 
upon the degree to which Him  forms a constituent in tin*
huma food, n id therefore “ i10 . the calc reous ondition
of th. soil. 1 making t tatement I  have not last
sight of th fac t  that tall ml liort race. may e found
upon the sai e soil. I f tli. soil Is calcareous, lijKl
assured th it tl e  tall bony raci is indissenous to the soil,
while its s lort ■r neighhoui■a have establ shed th •mselvcs
there oith r  1 compiest mmigratic n. No have I
lost sight o f the fact that osteological development can 
lie increased by selective human breeding. Two  
monarchs o f your earth have produced guards of immense 
stature by marrying picked men o f great stature to 
women of exceedingly tall proportions. I f  I  were again 
on earth, I  should betake myself to the creating of fn*sh 
human races, and I  would map out a  design o f the 
future human lieing, and I  think I  could by selecti 
breeding, and favourable conditions, climate, A*c., prod« 
a  magnificent race. This necessitate entering ii: 
delicate matters that are not convenient to discuss no 
Indeed, saturating non-calcareous lands with lime lias 
the course o f two, or, according to conditions, three 
generations, so raised the stature as to immensely in 
crease the cranial development. But there certainly 
have not been in these races that I  referred to any mental 
manifestations which would lead us to believe that there 
was any greater moral o r  intellectual development 
accompanying the increased cranial capacity. Looking 
at this matter from a  purely ethnological point of view, 
the Laps, with their dimiuutive stature and almost dis
proportionately large cranial development, should be the 
most intelligent o f human races. That we know to be 
very wide o f the truth, for their intelligence is rather of 
a  low  order. To compare the fossil with the living races, 
we find that the race with the largest cranial capacity 
lived in that remarkable geological period known as the 
Neolithic Age, or A g e  of Polished Stone. Therefore, if 
cranial capacity bear a direct relation to intelligence, the 
Troglodytes of the caverns of Southern France would 
far surpass all later races o f the earth. That alone

shows the serious error o f estimating human intelligence 
by cranial development, for however much we may 
admire their marvellous faculty of imitation as shewn in 
the artistic carvings on their remarkable stone imple
ments, we know from other facts, terrestrial data still 
adhered to, that this really splendid race never advanced 
beyond the first stage o f social development. In  their 
great stature we see the adaptation of human life to 
surrounding conditions, fo r they had to contend with the 
mammoth (a  species of elephant of prodigious size), now 
happily for man extinct, and other great mammals, and 
therefore we know that they were fitted exactly for 
their precise place in the history of the world. These 
facts shew that if cranial capacity lie an index of human 
intelligence this early race should far surpass all the 
later races o f the earth. By way o f comparison of races, 
let us recall to mind the ancient Egyptians, who have 
left those remarkable stone monuments of their great 
genius. I  will digress to remark that these wonderful 
monuments are at once their glory and their shame, for 
they could never have been erected by  a  free people, 
but only by an enslaved nation at the command of 
despotism. However, this literary, architectural, and 
artistic race, who laid the foundation o f the western 
empire of science, is placed by its small cranial capacity 
in the scale of human races far below the Malays, the 
Polynesians, and the African negroes, and immeasurably 
below certain wandering predatory trilies of the desert 
comparatively destitute of civilisation. Theirs was a 
great social splendour, but the presence of the ** death’s 
head "  at their feast, and the command, “  Eat, drink, 
and be merry to-day, for tomorrow you may Is? like this," 
shewed the phosphorescent glow of that corruption which 
had spread over in unlielief the intellect o f the land, and 
destroyed the vitals of the nation, and this once mighty 
empire perished, never again to rise from its imperish- 
able relics.

There is no such thing ns lineal progress. Progress is 
in circles; it is spiral. The phosphorescent glow which 
comes from the corruption of uiiliclicf will perhaps spread 
over your land, and as cycles and ages on ages change 
your continents of to-day will Ik* submerged beneath the 
waves, and from the waters o f the earth shall emerge 
new continents, and from tin* pn*sent human species will 
arise new rac«*.

Again  we find the Chines.*, the oldest, if  not the 
greatest civilised nation on the face o f the earth, placed
far d o «
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tolerabl ■ accuracy ii their most difficult h ngiiage \ ill.
its 40,000 characters. Not Ilia the averaj. e of Chi.
intellect is so great that they can produc at will the
40,000, or even the 0,000 •led for lit. rature. In-
deed. I do not think there i v  human int dieci w| ich
could achieve the 1 .t it m ,ui res at 1oat
3,000 vords for g i »cm! ise and ordii ary tra. ing
purposes. Now , an ncultivat.*. 1 intellect could not iro-
duce c herently at ill th 3.000 word needed for
social ii tercourse an. comm al purposes. That tl ere
are the usual oscillai ons in th race 1 am propure. to
adm it; but then ad 1 that th •re an? soi e so si uk
morally and intellectually as to be mere savages. Then 
there are these oscillations in all nations, and every 
race has its savage representatives.

The Cjneco Egyptians possessed small cranial capacity 
with remarkable intelligence ; not so much a  scientific as 
an artistic race, although painting and music had by no 
means made the same advance with them as with 
moderns; yet their sculpture and architecture havo 
never been rivalled in our present times. Whilst, to 
return to the subject of the Chinese, the industrial and 
artistic powers of this very ancient people should excite 
the admiration— but, unfortunately, it rather excites 
the envy and the malevolence— of those races who call 
themselves the flower o f European civilisation, and yet 
we find that the Chinese by their low cranial capacity 
rank in the scale of human races Ik ?1o w  the negroes, and 
the northern native tribes o f the great western cou-
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tinent. I  might go  on applying instances from the study 
of races to show the absurdity of the theory that 
cranial capacity determines human intelligence, but I  
have yet to deal with the zoological, and shall close this

« rtiou o f my subject by bringing two more examples 
fore you, and it shall be for you, my listeners, to judge 

whether I  am right in  saying that among the Australian 
native tribes there are individuals to be found who by 
their magnificent proportions would serve as fitting 
models for the colored heroes o f the painters and 
sculptors o f the mediieval ages, whose idefil measurement 
of the encephalon reached an angle of from 95 to 100 
degrees, and yet this race that I  allude to, with the 
exception of the Hottentot, is the lowest in the scale of 
human races. 1 have more particularly brought this 
fact under your notice to show you that the isolation of 
races is, as I  formerly remarked, a source o f degeneracy.

A s  a  final example, I  may tell you that the crossing of 
the white races with the black has resulted in a  diminu
tion in stature, and therefore a  decrease in cranial 
capacity, whilst the intelligence is found to be greatly 
increased. Here, at least, we have undeniable evidence 
o f an increase in human intelligence, accompanied with 
a  decrcaso in cranial capacity. I  think now that I  have 
from an ethnological point of view firmly established my 
position, and shall now pass on to the zoological outlook 
of the matter.

The study of zoology alone should teach human beings 
to pause and reflect ere they attach any importance to 
cranial capacity as a  gauge of intelligence. W hat of 
that microscopic molecule of pedunculated convoluted 
nerve-substance, with its two ganglia, the super- 
(vsophagal and the sub-sesophagal, which according to the 
theory o f localisation is the seat of the wonderful intelli
gence of that marvellous little insect, the ant? W hat 
capabilities of conscious ratiocination are stored up in 
the infinitessimally small cranial capacity of that tiny 
insect? W hat numerous and well-authenticated anec
dotes are related of its intentional acts, and therefore its 
reasoning powers ? Surely you will agree with me that 
the cranial capacity o f the ant is certainly not a  measure 
of its intelligence. According to the cranial capacity 
standard, the elephant with its prodigious cranial develop
ment should in intelligence os far surpass the ant, as an 
Aristotle, a Shakespeare, a  Newton, a  Cuvier, or an 
Agassiz does the lowest forms of human life.

Again , the prodigious cranial development o f the lion 
should be accompanied by an intelligence as much greater 
than that of the dog as the intelligence of the average 
human being is greater than that of the lower forms of 
the mammalia, in fact as the intelligence of the average 
man does that of tin- mouse. But in the animal world, 
as in the human, stature determines cranial development! 
I t  is the projiortions o f the animal organisation, that are 
developed without regard to the contents of the crania, 
as the infants which have Ix-en born idiots (who have 
possessed full cranjftUlevelopment, ami in whom there 
has been almost an absence of brain) from time to time 
shou; Therefore we know, upon summing up the facts 
o f the whoUT matter, we must look upon the human 
organism os a mass of physiological phenomena governed 
by laws of organisation without reference to mental
phenomena.

I  have not leant to arbitrary assertions; I  will prove 
th a t1 have not done so later on. I  have not lost sight 
o f the inter blending o f the two organisations, mental 
and physical B u t more o f this at our next sitting 
when nistend of relying upon the facts o f observation  
w e w ill interrogate nature upon these mattera, and then 
gather up the scattered facts into one majestic truth.

T h e  Society fo r Psychical Research is steadily pursuin" 
its w ork ; the committee on “ Thought Transference" 
have entered into a  new  phase o f experiment in  the 
transference o f sensation, Im le  being the first sensation 
tested. In  more than half the trials the subjects cor
rectly named the substance tasted by the operators, the 
precautions taken being perfect to prevent the acquisition 
o f  the knowledge by any other channel but community 
o f  sensation. J

E Q U IP O IS E  O F  M I N D  A N D  B O D Y .

T h e  following communication, like two preceding ones 
on congenial topics, has been derived from B ichat:—

Corresponding with the physical nature o f man, his 
mental constitution lias been designed to work in perfect 
harmony with it, so as to produce wholeness o f result by 
unity o f effort. Each is closely associated with the 
other in order, each is dependent upon the other, each 
should be the ally of, and the co-operator with, the other, 
in Older to the perfect health and equal activity of both. 
The one is essential to the other, and upon their right 
ordering and nicely adjusted equipoise depends the right
ful use o f organ, and the beneficial exercise of function. 
You  cannot injure the one without injuring the other, 
because they are so intimately associated— so inextricably 
mixed up. Disease o f body springs from disorder of 
mind, and physicians instead of seeking for physical 
causes in regard to so many o f the maladies with which 
mankind is afflicted, should go  to the very root of the 
matter and discover them in the mind. B u t so long as 
the Faculty, or a  considerable proportion of its mcmlx-rs, 
see nothing but matter, and believe in the existence of 
nothing but what they can touch, so long will medicine 
continue empirical, and fail to attain to the dignity and 
importance of a  science.

Believe me, there is far more in the treatment of 
disease as mental in its origin and mental in its cure, than 
the most advanced thinkers among you have any concep
tion of. Some o f them by studying the influence of the 
mind upon the l»ody, and by watching the power of the 
imagination over particular organs, and how it can suc
ceed in producing decolourations o f the surface as in the 
well-known coses o f stigmata, have obtained partial 
glimpses of the truth, and are slowly struggling towards 
the ligh t ; but one needs to be disembodied and to look 
at these from a  purely spiritual standpoint, in order to 
be able to comprehend the real relations of mind and 
body, and to grasp the whole truth as regards the control 
which the former exercises over the latter.

In  my own lifetime I  saw  these things as through a 
glass darkly, and now they have become as luminous as 
I  could desire. N ow  I  comprehend what I  previously 
conjectured, and have exchanged speculation for know
ledge, supposition for certainty. The body is the instru
ment ; the mind is the performer on that instrument. 
Through material organs the immaterial principle acts 
and feels. Is  is not strictly consonant with reason and 
analogy that the one should be the master of the other ? 
A nd  that if anything ails the executant, the music which 
he elicits from the instrument w ill be weak and uncer
tain. Do you not observe that all men possessing dis
tinctive and strongly marked characters of their own, 
stamp that character upon their dwelling-houses —  that 
this one is elegant and artistic, that one is gaudy and 
ostentatious, and that other one slovenly and tasteless ? 
H ow  much more must this lie the cose where and when, 
as in the instance of the human body, the inhabitant 
constructs the habitation, is its permanent occupant, 
pervades every portion of it, and impresses on it his own 
individuality ? W h a t he is —  that is to say, the real 
Ego, the true personality, which is invisible to the 
material eye— that must his corporeal dwelling-place lx-. 
Have you not observed how powerfully the character of 
the individual is expressed in the outlook of his eye, in 
his features, gestures, voice, walk, and peculiarities of 
external manner? W h at are these but denotements o f the 
influence of the mind upon the body,— o f the occupant 
of the human habitation upon that which is his tem
porary dwelling-place. A n d  so in sickness and ill-health, 
numbers of the disorders to which men and women arc 
subjected are the products of mental disease ; and as the 
seat o f the disorder is in the mind, so also its remedy 
must l*e sought for there.

Every physician knows the value of chcorfulness as a 
restorative agency in a  great number o f cases, and 
people were wiser than they knew when they bestowed 
upon some forms of malady such epithets as “ the 
vapours,” and “ a  disordered flow o f the animal spirits.” 
These originated in a  sort of intuitive discernment of 
the fact that those maladies were attributable to other
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than merely physical causes. The subtle “ fluids ”  and 
impalpable “  humours ” upon which so much stress was 
laid by early writers on medical subjects, were in reality 
the methods of expression to which they had recourse in 
order to signify their appreciation of the fact that a  loss 
of health more often than not resulted from occult and 
non-physical causes. I t  is true that these would natur- 
ully tend to derange certain organs, and to impair certain 
functions; but this derangement did not occasion, but 
was occasioned by, the malady ; that malady having its 
fo n t  el origo, in the mind. So that when Shakspcan- 
made Macbeth inquire of his medical attendant, “  Canst 
thou not minister to a  mind diseased 1” he really defined 
in that question the basis of the future science of 
medicine.

Yes, it w ill have to be sought for, not in the adminis
tration o f drugs, not “  in pouring into the hotly of which 
the Faculty know very little, medicaments of which they 
know still less," but in probing the mental causes of 
disease, in diagnosing the mental and moral condition 
o f the sufferer, and in prescribing for him or her such 
remedies as an accurate knowledge o f psychology, of 
mental pathology, and of psychopathy, will enable the 
physician to recommend with confidence: these not 
taking the form o f material sul»stances, but o f methods 
— at once rational, simple, obvious, and easy of adop
tion— for restoring the healthy activity and cheerful 
equipoise of the mind itself. A n d  with this more ac
curate knowledge of the interaction and interdependence 
o f mind and body, and of the power o f the former over 
the latter, there will also come a  clearer and more general 
nppreciation.of-the fact that all diseases are preventive; 
not only those which have their organ in the mind ; but 
those which arise from physical causes, such, for example, 
as the zymotic maladies, which are occasioned by spores 
and genus floating in the air.

Indeed the day will come when men will regard every 
infringement o f the law of hygiene as not less serious 
and not less deserving o f punishment than a  breach of 
the moral law, and when to bo ill, will be just ns dis
graceful ns to be guilty of n misdemeanour; ns indeed it 
is, for if  you will reflect for n moment, you will perceive 
that l>oth these laws have an equally Divine origin and 
authority; and that to transgress the one is just as 
Rinful os to transgress the other. Both have been insti
tuted with no other object than to promote the happiness 
and well-being o f mankind, nirti disobedience to either 
entails upon the malefactor an appropriate punishment, 
a  necessary retribution. N ot otherwise could human 
lK-ings lean» the wisdom and value o f obedience to them ; 
but hereafter, as the raco grows more intelligent, ns its 
conceptions of Supreme Cloodness tacome of a more 
exalted and a  less superstitious character, and ns it com-

E’tends more accurately its spiritual, mental, and 
ily constitution, its relationship to organic nature in 

the world and in the universe, it will render a  voluntary 
and joyful obedience —  spontaneous in its nature and 
grateful in its expression— to those sublime and beau
tiful laws enacted for its guidance by the M ost High.

C H R IS T IA N IT Y ,  S E C U L A R IS M , A N D  S P IR IT U 
A L IS M .

I  h a v e  been a  close observer o f Christianity and Secu
larism, in addition to Spiritualism. I  oliservcd a  strik
ing family likeness between the two former. Both of 
them laid down hard and fast lines by which the exer
cise of the human mind wo* to l>e bounded ; both of 
them were external systems, governing man’s convic
tions from without, and therefore opposed to freethought. 
Christianity had its dogmas, traditions, and sacred books, 
and its more immediate extemalism was made to cramp 
and choke the Spiritualism of its best revelations. I 
found Christianity at w ar with itself, but I  also found 
that what Christianity regarded as truth, was universal 
truth, and not Christian truth. Secularism laid its hurd 
and fast line on the narrow realm o f the sense* and 
physical sensations o f man. I t  dared not to think or 
investigate beyond the mere animal boundary of human 
life. I  found that Secularist* are great cowards, and 
blindly sectarian in their habiU  of mind. I  have gono

to the halls of Secularists to give my views as a Spiritu
alist in opposition to their views, and the regular at- 
tenders have stayed away rather than hear matters 
discussed that they had arrived at a  dogmatic conclusion 
on. Their heroes they follow at great length and applaud 
to the echo, but that is not freethought— but being led 
by the nose. Christianity seemed to me to be the cause 
of Secularism. The caricature o f spiritual things insist'd 
on by the sects caused a  certain type of mind to renounce 
spiritual ideas altogether.

Secularism, like Christianity, does not trouble itself 
about a  certain class o f reforms. O f  what use is it to 
a  Christian to care about his diet and habits, when all 
his sins are redeemed for him 1 A n d  Secularism says, 
eat, drink, and be merry, for to-morrow you die, and 
there is an end of you. The “ means o f grace "  at Hull 
of Science places seem to lie beer, tobacco, and «lancing. 
The “  Knowlton Pamnhlct," was a  striking exemplifica
tion of the “  reforms n sighed for by  Secularism. A ll its 
efforts are in. the direction of self-aggrandisement; give 
us the land, the means, the ability to gratify the flesh to 
the utmost. And in their claims they are no worse than 
the Christians, who for the most part have their grasp 
on the good things of this world. Both systems lead to 
the same moral conclusions.

Spiritualism opened up to my mind a release from 
these hateful alternatives. I t  showed me that the god 
of the Christian and the "n a tu re ” of the Secularist 
were the narrow and gross conceptions o f ignorant men.
I  saw both Christians and Secularists that were vastly 
better than their creeds. This perception of an innate 
divinity was the hope that held me aloof from extreme« 
of thought, till the angel o f Spiritualism took me under 
her wing.— Frvui a Leelurt by J. Hnr,u  “  Medium awl 
Daybreak.”

T H E  D E L IC A C Y  O F  T H E  M E D IU M IS T IC  

C O N D IT IO N S .

B y  H u d s o n  T u t t l e .

T i ie  most skilful maker, with the choicest woods and 
jwrfect appliances, carve* ami fashions a  violin with the 
utmost patience and care, that it may 1*-, so for a* 
human ingenuity may devise, exactly like one from 
which some great master drew forth sweetest melodies. 
W hen, however, it is completed its Dines an- by no means 
sweet and clear as was exjiected. There is harshness, 
jarring, and crudeness, for the points arc not in unisón. 
Compared with the mellow tones of those old instru
ments with1 which the masters, centuries ago, delighted 
their listeners, their sweetest tones are discords. But 
are we assured that these old instruments were better 
when new Í  The hands of the musters have by repeat'd 
touch brought their parts into harmony. The vibration 
o f sound has rearranged the very fibre o f the wood, 
until they are attuned to each other, and allow the soul 
o f the player to express itself with jierfect freedom.

Patrence, O  m aker! nor discard the product of your 
art. The hand of the master must touch the strings, 
and by repeated striking compel the stubliorn fibres to 
obey the higher law of harmony. The years may como, 
the years may g o ; the mantle of the master fall on 
unborn heirs, and these may find your instrument of 
incomparable worth and capacity to express the most 
refined emotions and shndcs of feeling. The instrument 
is modified by, and treasure* in itself, all the music it 
expresses,

The master can play on the |>oorest and the liest, yet 
how different the sounds of the imperfect instrument 
from the one through which tho most delicate touch of 
feeling flows unimpeded !

Thus it is with mediumship, as that most delicate and 
susceptible instrument, tho medium, is inspired by tho 
spirit-world. Every one may feel the divine touch, yet 
few are so delicately organised a* to give a perfect 
response. The thought comes distorted and obscure, an 
the harmony of the master breaks into discord on th«a 
jarring string.

Too often is this first practice, the attempt of novi
tiates on instruments imperfect, taken as an example o f
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the bent, and subjected to derision. W a it  till the day of 
practice has gone by and the medium is attuned. The 
poet writes imperfect verse, halting in rhyme and rhythm. 
A fte r a  timo the thoughts increoso in splendor of diction, 
and ns ho becomes more and more in unison with the m- 
visiblTworld, the stream of inspiration Hows broader and 
stronger. Unknowingly lie is pursuing the proper course 
to attract the spirit of poesy as embodied in those de- 
|*arted ones who on earth made it their life pursuit ; not 
that control which requires passivity and loss of selfhood, 
but that which demands the most positive self-assertion, 
and as it streams into the mind, modifying and intensi
fying, becomes part o f the individual. In illustration, 
bow many attempt to write poetry, and how few suc
ceed. H ow  singularly few' pour forth their song in unin
terrupted stream ! H ow  many at some certain time 
reach for once a  full tide and write a single song, a  few  
stanzas, and nothing more? One writes "S w e e t  Home,” 
to thrill the hearts for all time ; another an "  Elegy ; ” 
still another a "  Hattie Hymn,” and surprise is expressed 
that nothing follows worthy o f comparison. There are 
a  few who write with even thoughts as though they 
drank at an cxhanstless fountain ; for they are in con
stant unison with the source o f their inspiration.

I t  is the same in literature: the author of "  Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin," had written books before and many since, 
but weary and dry are they compared with that one, 
which by its wonderful simplicity of language, and 
startling truthfulness, awoke a nation’s wrath. Many 
write an excellent book, and few write more.

I t  is likewise true of the finishing touches of the 
painter, and the stroke o f the sculptor.

Invention, the practical application o f tin* principles 
o f nature as revealed by science, gains its grandest 
achievements at times when the mind has been long 
overwrought, and is despairing in disappointment. Then 
suddenly the clouds break, and the clear light reveals the 
desired methods.

This is mediumship, which may be cultivated, and at 
every step yields profit and happiness.

Berlin Heights, Ohio, U .S .A .

F O S S IL  M A N .

T im  Paris t 'U n io n  Medicate has announced the dis
covery of fossil man. If, on further investigation, this 
news proves to l>e correct, it w ill 1m; one o f the greatest 
importance and interest to the scientific world. Fossil 
man has long been sought for, and sought in vain. A p 
parently during some recent excavations in a  coal mine 
nt Bully Grenay (P a s  de Calais) it liecaiue necessary to 
sink a  new gallery, and in doing this three subterranean 
caves were discovered, which contained the fossil re
mains.

In  the first two cayes-no less than seventeen fossil 
I todies were discovered. The third cave was so full of 
earlionic acid gas/it could not bo investigated, but 
measures were being taken to vontilato it, and it may 
lie hoped that tjiis thin! cave will also yield some more 
valuable relics.*^

The first cave contained six fossil Itodies. The re
mains were those of a  man, two women, and three 
children, and also fragments of mammals and fish. W ith  
these were found arms and utensils o f stone ond petrified 
wood. The interest o f such a  find can hardly be ex
aggerated, as it suggests that at last the mystery 
which has hitherto enshrouded pre historic man may be 
cleared away.

In  the second cave no less than eleven bodies were 
found, and to add to the excitement of such a  dis
covery, these were all of unusual size. I t  is 
not stated whether they were lxKlies o f men only, or 
whether, as in the first cave, women and children’s 
remains were included amongst them. But their 
largo size would seem to indicate they were re
mains o f men. W ith  these remarkable Itodies were 
found a large number o f objects which are not speci
fied, some few animal remains, and, still more strange, 
a  considerable quantity of precious stones. But what

deepens greatly the interest, are the wall paintings of
this cave. They represent combats between men and 
animals o f "  gigantic dimensions.”

I t  would almost seem as if  the first cave with its 
relics had boon the home of a small family, that the 
hunter with his womenkind and his children had been 
overtaken by some great catastrophe, and thus the 
arms, implements of the chase, domestic utensils, and 
even the food-supply hail been immured and preserved 
in  situ for the instruction of future ages.

The second cave, with its larger number o f bodies, 
and the«- all o f great size, with its wall paintings of 
combats between men and animals, its precious stones 
and store of varied objects, suggests its having been 
the hall of the warriors o f the tribe. I t  is a common 
usage amongst many savages, that the warriors and 
unmarried men should live in  a  dwelling set apart for 
them, thither all gather together to recount their ex
ploits and to plan fresh adventures. In  this dwelling 
all valuables an* stored, and great pains are taken to 
decorate this apartment and to render it imposing and 
attractive.

Five of the fossil bodies discover«! in these caves 
are  to 1m* publicly exhibited at the Marriu o f Lens, 
the rest will lie sent to L ille  to lie examined by the 
Faculte des Sciences. So important has this discovery 
seemed, that memliers o f the Academy o f Science of 
Paris and o f the British Museum have W en invited by 
telegraph to attend this investigation. The result of 
this meeting will lie anxiously looked for by all those 
who take an interest in pro-historic and anthropological* 
researches, and may shed new light on the early history 
of man in Europe.— Philosophic Inquirer.

“ T u b  Voice o f the Apostle John in the Nineteenth 
Century," or the Revelation o f St, John the Divine, is a 
pamphlet of some two hundred pages, in Spanish, with 
the name o f its author left out. It is, at least to our 
knowledge, the latest attempt o f unfolding the mysteries 
of the W ord  of God as fa r  as it is contained in the 
alphabetically arranged twenty-two chapters o f what we 
now call the Apocalypse o£ -St, John. W o  are sorry we 
cannot say much in favour of a  book which, when care
fully examined, discloses little progress in biblical criti
cism, and seems to take no notice whatever o f the emi
nent works on the subject by  the European authorities. 
W hat, for instance, can we expect from an exegesis 
which still looks upon Rome as the true beast which the 
source o f inspiration had in its mind’s  eye when dictating 
the prophetic pages o f future history to the medium of 
Patinos I Revelations o f this kind gain nothing in the 
eyes of true critics by  thciruntiquity.and totheSpiritualist 
of scientific culture, it does not matter whether he is 
dealing with Sibylline books of Pagan origin, or apocu- 
lyphic writings attributed to Enoch, Daniel, or St. John 
on one side, or to Emanuel Swedenborg, Jacob Boehme, 
Comings, and Lake H arris  on the other. The time has 
gone by when such books as the present pamphlet before 
us make an impression upon any but the most unfolded 
minds, and it is not a cheering prospect to sec works of 
this description emanating from the Spiritualistic press, 
from which more comprehensive and profounder views 
on the subject in questiou might have been expected.

Let us tell its author, whose name fortunately is an 
unknown quantity, that the true interpretation of the 
apocalyptic lieost is human ignorance, backed up  by a 
semi-conscious etl’ort of supporting ancient and worn-out 
creeds and dogmas, and above all, Christian book-worship 
or the antiquated idolatry of the W ord  o f God.

T h e  In ter Ocean, an important secular weekly, published 
at Chicago, U .S .A ., is admitting lengthy letters ex
planatory o f Spiritualism, from the pen o f Col. Bundy  
o f that city.

T H E  V O IC E  O F  T H E  A P O S T L E  J O H N .
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"C O N T E M P O R A R Y  G L E A N IN G S .

W e observe that our contemporary, the Melbourne 
D a ily  Telegraph, has been somewhat exercised in mind 
over the brief reference in our last issue to certain strong 
physical manifestations alleged to have taken place in 
the house o f a  resident of this city, and jocosely remarks 
that "S u re ly  there is to be a  Spiritualistic revival in 
Melbourne shortly.” In  view o f this possibility, it must 
l>e a  gratifying thought that the D aily  Telegraph itself, 
under the influence o f the “ new  proprietary ” has also 
revived, in the nick o f time to oppose its might to the 
horrid front o f superstition which threatens again to rear 
its head. A s  usual, the “ levity ” of the manifestations 
is the sore point Possibly the spirit-world, finding it in 
vain to appeal to the commonsense of most newspaper 
editors by such dignified and splendid manifestations of 
its presence and power as those which were scientifically 
tested by a  Crookes, a  Zollncr, a  Wallace, or a  Varley, 
adopt these fantastical manifestations as the only means 
o f rousing such editors. I t  does not speak well for 
those who, not reachable through reason, can only be 
affected through their sense of the ludicrous. “ W e  can 
only say," says the D .T ., “ that the age of imagination 
and fancy is dead, when chairs and pillow-slips become 
the agents o f Spiritualistic romance." From this we 
gather that the tastes o f the D .T . would have been 
letter suited had the story had more of the flavor of the 
legend about i t ; more, for instance, after the model 
o f the Biblical romance of “ Jonah and the W hale." 
A s  it is, the phenomena are too disgustingly matter-of- 
fact and commonplace fo r them.

W ith  reference to the “  Emma Davies "  disturbances 
in  Shropshire, accounts of which have been going the 
round of the papers, the Age quotes the letter of a  special 
correspondent of one o f the leading London dailies, who 
appears to have bribed or bullied the maid of 13 into a 
confession that she had done all the mischief. W e  
gather from the latest home files that at Wood's Farm, 
in the neighbourhood of Wem , occupied by M r. Hampson, 
his wife, two children, and two female servants, while 
the family one afternoon were al>out to sit down to tea, 
at 4 p.m., when it was still daylight, a  saucepan suddenly 
jumped off the fire, and this was followed by the tea- 
things being swept off the table and smashed. Several 
pieces of burning coal were then hurled off’ the fire, and 
set the clothing of an infant four months old in flames, 
and before the clothes could be removed the child was 
severely burnt on the hand and arm, and its hair was 
singed off its head. A  small American clock and several 
other articles were next dashed violently to the ground 
and broken. Something was thrown against the face of 
a  large cased clock, and shivered the glass and face, and 
a  lamp globe and chimney were smashed. The mat of 
the lamp took fire from a  piece o f burning coal falling on 
it, and a  basket on the table was also discovered in 
flames. The neighbours were fetched in, amongst them 
being M r. Lea, a neighbouring fanner, Police Constable 
Bowen, and others, and although the smashing of 
crockery and the hurling of articles from one side of the 

y  room to the other continued, they could not discover the 
cause. Mr. Lea and Police Constable Bowen were both 
struck by things thrown by  an unseen agency. A ll  went 
outside (rather a  cowardly retreat for two sturdy fanners 
and a  Police Constable), but several things were flung 
from the inside through the windows. In  the kitchen 
six  panes of glass were broken, and several in the parlour. 
Strict inquiries were made by the police and others, but 
without elucidating the mystery. Air. Hampson says he 
cannot account for it unless there is something in the 
coal; bu t the coal could not throw articles about the 
room. Further particulars state that the servant, Emma 
Davies, who resided with the Hampsons, was discharged, 
the farmer and his wife feeling anything but comfortable 
a t  her presence. O n  Thursday the girl went to assist 
M rs. Jones, a  neighbour, to wash the household linen, 
but had not been long engaged in this occupation when 
the bucket in which she was washing jumped atout the 
house, throwing water and clothes about in all directions, 
the family Bible and other books placed on a  side-table

narrowly escaping the flames. On attempting to pick 
them up, a  boot flew over the girl’s  head, striking the 
mantelpiece. Later on, when both women went out to 
place the clothes on the hedge for drying, those that the 
girl placed jumped over into the road. Mrs. Jones, 
getting alarmed, ordered the girl home. Banished by 
Mrs. Hampson and Mrs. Jones, she fouitd refuge in her 
home, but her fate followed her, for on arriving there a 
lump of coal leaped from the fire across the room to a 
table, and the flower pots in the window behaved in 
an extraordinary manner. Poor Emma shortly after
wards went out to fetch her father, but before proceed
ing far she became very ill, and fell down in the road. 
She was conveyed back to her home, and a physician 
called in. A  number of the Shropshire constabulary 
visited the premises to investigate, but were unable to 
solve the mystery. The vicar o f the parish visited tin- 
house one evening, read the Scriptures, and engaged in 
prayer. Dr. Corke, of Baschurch, l>eing called in, made 
a  close examination of the girl, but was unable to obtain 
much information from her. H e  stated she was in a  very 
excitable and nervous state but tcae not designing. 
Police-Constable Taylor remained in the house until late 
one Saturday. W hile he was there, the fender moved 
from the fireplace into the room, and on being replaced 
came forward a  second and thiol time. A  cushion placed 
at the back of a  chair, on which the girl sat, several 
times flew across the room, and all the stitches in her 
apron were undone, followed later on by the buttons upon 
her dress being wrenched off. These manifestations 
occurred under the watchful eyes of a  police-constable. 
Miss Madox, the village schoolmistress, made a  statement 
to the newspaper correspondent to the effect that she 
called to see the girl, a  former pupil, on a  Saturday 
evening, and had not long been seated when she observed 
both the chair and the girl rise from the floor. On one 
occasion a  woman was struck with a  stone 150 yards off. 
Another, who was in the house, received a  wound on tSie 
arm fom a  knife passing her. The matter has caused the 
greatest excitement throughout the neighbourhood.

However, although the girl had succeeded in baffling 
the law, the church, the medical profession, and the 
“  schoolmaster abroad "  (in the person of the village 
schoolmistress), it seems that a  representative of the 
fourth estate, a specially clever special correspondent of 
a  leading London daily, went down to the scene of the 
disturbances, and settled the matter, to his own satis
faction at least, by extracting from her (so he says) a 
confession that she— this little girl of 13— had exploded 
all the coals, set things on fire, smashird furniture, 
frightened people out of the house, and bamboozled five 
policemen, two.doctors, and the clergyman that engaged 
in prayer. W e  scarcely know which is the more mar
vellous 8tor)'. The special correspondent however, very 
suspiciously keeps the substance o f the confession strictly 
to himself, and does not enlighten us as to “  how it was 
all done,” or how the confession of guilt was obtained, and 
in what words. W e  have heard of old women a  hundml 
years ago having been awed and harassed into confessions 
of strangefhings in the name o f witchcraft, and have gravo 
doubts asTo the possible effect the presence of a  stem 
newspaper correspondent, possessed by n fixed resolve to 
make the thing out a fraud, might have upon a  sensitive 
young girl of 13. Moreover, while the London Daily 
Telegraph was giving this pretended confession of impos
ture, the D a ily  Chronicle of the samo day contained a 
full confirmation of the facts in a statement by the 
mother. In  any event there still remains the task of 
disposing of the testimony of those who witnessed the 
disturbances, which— assuming they took place as 
related, and taking the whole range covered by the 
phenomena— are clearly quite l>eyoiid the power of so 
young a  girl to carry out, and that she hod no ac
complices is shown by the phenomena following her 
from place to place. A s  the Editor of the S jnritueil 
Record well observes— “  Confession is not proof. A  man 
said to be crazy, or to have delirium tremens, has con
fessed to the explosions in the underground railway. A  
girl o f 13 who could deceive so many correspondents, 
doctors, and policemen, and get a clergyman to read and 
engage in prayer by false pretences, surely deserves a
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severe punishment; if not, then they do who have been 
so easily gulled, and have infected and filled so many 
newspapers with their unaccountable stupidity. There 
are two sharp horns to this dilemma, and the news- 
lepers, correspondents, police, and other witnesses, may 
sit on the one they consider most comfortable.”

'V -  _ _ _ _ _
I t  is something gained when the Saturday Review, in 

the course of an article on “  Mystery Mongering,” 
admits that “  there is a  solid foundation of fact deeply 
underlying the alien and flimsy structure of Mesmerism,” 
though at the same time bestowing a considerable amount 
of lofty rebuke upon those erring lovers of the occult 
who persist in cherishing the flimsy structure aforesaid. 
Hen; is at any rate a  step made, since what is now 
characterised as “  solid "  was not so long ago regarded 
generally as part and parcel of the flimsy portion. I t  is 
thus by degrees that facts conquer prejudices, that 
scepticism is compelled to yield to overwhelming evidence. 
The solid foundation now admitted is “ Hypnotism," or 
artificially induced somnambulism. Thus far the Re
viewer will go, but no farther— at present. The un 
deniable facts of hypnotism will, he thinks, with a  little 
straining," cover nearly all the so-called mesmeric phe
nomena. Such phenomena pertaining to the true mes
meric state as arc not thus covered he conveniently puts 
down to fraud. Spiritualists are used to “ logic " of this 
kind. N o  facts exist (so he asserts) which will prove 
the mesmerist’s  claim o f an unknown effluent force— this 
Iteing the principal point in dispute. “ Most o f the facts 
alleged an* of such a  nature that it is infinitely more 
probable that all connected with them, both actors and 
reporters, are deliberate impostors, than that they them
selves should lx; true. Rut the mystics refuse this 
logical (?) standpoint.” This sweeping dictum has been 
called forth by a  joint paper o f Messrs. Myers and 
Gurney in the Nineteenth Century. The Revi
deplores that th 
the scientific im 
alone qualified, i

y .  . . .  ■
iys of the psychical researcher and 
er can never meet, the latter being 
s opinion, to report on the matter at 

iMur. .** micic i® much more of this sort o f blind 
worship of the "scientific inquirer" (after the Reviewer's 
favourite model) the phrase will soon become as good a 

ith as that of “ Reverend” has been.

I f  th
hi

ro is

„..c to conj_.............  _  ...
H is  logic is concise, if 
“ hypnotism” will expia
whatever it will not, it» imposti
phenomena : 
Spiritualism , by the ai cl o f a  th
pounded of conjuring, fraud, :

satisfactory. W h a te ...  
to I»e admitted as genuine ; 

H o accounts for the 
i, thought-reading, and 
•y most curiously com-

lepsy,

W henever Astrology has ventured to assert that tin 
planetary bodies have some mysterious connection w ill  
the destinies of humanity in the prevalence of pestilences, 
rains, droughts, floods, disasters, failures of crops, and 
injurious vicissitudes generally, she has been considerably 
snubbed. Rut when precisely the same thing is stated 
in the name; of exact science, that, o f corn's«;, is another
matter. Th 
1873 some “ 
the coincidental pi 
four groat pianeti

juotes from the Medical Times of 
' lary predictions” connected with 

lia, or nearness to the sun, o f the 
■f our system— Jupiter, Uranus.

Saturn, and Neptune— which coincidence was then about 
to take place. Dr. Knapp —says the Medical Times—
has traced the history o f the greatest epidemics that e-
affliicted the Ira man race to the perihelia of  tl lese plain
Thii view is tinit when one or more o f the• largest plan
is ricarest to the sun, the tenrperature ai id condition
our atmosphere are so distur!bed os to cau se injurie

-PP

ked by

the sixteenth centuries, three of these planets were 
coincident in their perihelion, and those were the most 
pestilential times in the Christian era. Soon after 1880, 
for the first time in 2000 years, all four planets will be  
at their nearest approach to the sun, so that for a  few  
years, say from 1880 to 1885. the vitality o f every living 
thing will be put to a trying ordeal (this was written in 
1873). Extremes of heat and cold, the prevalence of 
floods and disasters, the general failure o f the potato 
crop, the widespread chill fever among human beings, 
and the equal presence o f the epizootic among animals, 
are mentioned as among the premonitions of the rapidly 
approaching perihelion.

A  correspondent of the Revue Spirite  writes the par
ticulars o f a  séance held some months ago at Syracuse, 
N .Y . ,  Mr. Joseph Caflrey being the medium. To this 
séance Mr. Malcolm, the inventor of “  Malcolm’é Teles
cope Rifle," had been prevailed upon to come. In  his 
pocket he brought a new and unused note-book. A fter 
various physical manifestations, a  spirit addressed him 
in the direct voice, saying how glad he was to sec him, 
and that he had brought the note-book, which he asked 
him to hold under the table. H e  took the liook from his 
pocket and did so. In  a  few minutes writing was heard ; 
on its ceasing it was found to be a  communication from 
his friend Bellinger, the inventor of a  peculiar target ; it 
related to a  subject in which they alone had been jointly 
concerned, and closed by exhorting him to give up his 
notion that death finished a  man. There was more 
writing on another page, so minute that it was illegible 
without a  magnifying glass. I t  was written within the 
space of a  square half-inch, and the copy o f it in ordinary 
writing filled a  page and a  half o f letter paper. I t  was 
signed by  another of his deceased friends, Spencer,
optician,' a nd was upon a  recoiidite point in optics.
Acting upoin the vit¿w contained in this comprarlication,
M r. Maleo Im says that he has constructed 1:iis best
telescope.— Light.

A  N ew  York telegram dated October 11th says:—  
“ U nder Sheriff Tlios. Brown, of Richmond county, 
makes an affidavit that on Monday night, while sleeping 
with friends in his billiard-room at Stapleton, the ghost 
o f Reinhardt, executed for murder some time a "0, 
appeared to the party. They lied in confusion. H is  
statement is corrolx>rated by  the others.”— Light.

vicissitudes, terrific rains, prolonged droughts, Arc., re 
suiting in the destruction o f crops, and pestilence 
among human beings and domestic animals. Km  
collected a mass of statistical data, all going to sli 
that perihelion dates have always been marked 
unusual sickness and death. From calculations based 
the revolutions of the planets, pestilential periods should 
occur once in a  dozen years, and still more widespread 
epidemics at longer intervals. In  tracing the history of 
epidemics for more than 2000 years, Dr. Knapp finds the 
fact in all cases to confirm the theory. In  the sixth and

Some passages which occur in the letters o f the de
ceased Princess A lice  to H e r  Majesty the Queen (from  Re
collections of her life, with Selections from her Letters; re
cently published at Darmstadt)indicateclearly thestrangth 
of the faith in the hereafter which the Princess and her 
mother held in common, a  faith perhaps partaking more of 
the nature of positive knowledge than the public are 
generally aware of. “  A  thousand thanks," she writes, 
“  for your kind long letter. H o w  well I  understand 
your feelings. I was again so sad yesterday, and had 
such a  longing for a look or a word from dear Papa. I  
could not bear it any longer. A n d  yet how much 
harder it is for you ; but you know, dear Mama, he is 
watching over you, and is waiting for you. The thought 
of the future is tin* one relieving encouraging point for 
all." Again ,— “ O, Mama, the longing that I  sometimes 
have for PajMi surpasses all Itounds. In  thought he was 
always with me and near me, but we are only mortals, 
and as such we long at times to see him in reality. 
Take courage, dear Mama, and feel strong in the thought 
that you need your whole moral and physical strength to 
continue the journey which brings you daily nearer home 
and him. I know how tired you feel, how you long to 
rest your head on his dear shoulder, and to have him 
with you to heal your sick heart. Y’ou w ill find this rest 
again, and how blessed will it be !”

R ecent  numbers o f The Philosophical Inqu ire  
(M adras ) contain some highly interesting articles o 
Psychological subjects by  “ N .  V .” The first on Scienc« 
Theosophy, and Spiritualism, we reproduce in anothe 
column.
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S P IR IT U A L IS M  I N  C U R R E N T  L IT E R A T U R E  

U kdkr  the above heading, Light, fo r N ov. 3rd, reproduces 
the following interesting Spiritual story from Cassell's 
Saturday Journal, with some appropriate comments upon 
the now frequent introduction o f such matters into the 
leading magazines.

M y  U h c l r ’8  S p ir it — A  T r u e  S t o r y .
Spiritualism has always appeared to me a  craze, and 

Spiritualists a  set o f crazy people, or, even worse, a  lot 
o f tricksters. Perhaps both are to be found in  the ranks, 
and one set. preys on the credulities of the other. For 
this reason I  have always declined to have anything to 
do with séances or materialised manifestations, and have 
been a  merciless critic of such of my friends as have 
taken part in them. However, at last I  have been fain 
to acknowledge that there is “  something in it,” and how 
this change has come about I  now purpose shewing.

I t  was thus. N o t very long ago my wife and I  were 
spending an evening at a  friend’s house, and in the 
company was a  young gentleman who made some pre
tensions to being a  spirit medium, Chaff was freely 
bestowed upon him, until he tinally declared that he 
could obtain manifestations which w e could not deny. 
The chai lange was accepted, and preparations were made 
for the performance. A  moderate-sized but heavy dining- 
table was selected by him, and, seated round this, we 
were soon shewn table-turning and lifting, some o f it 
impossible to put down to trickery, but we accounted for 
the same by ascribing it to electricity or magnetism. 
W hen the huge table was elevated some two feet above 
the lloor, and flung upon its side without any apparent 
agency, then some were com ¡need, but others, amongst 
whom I  was most prominent, declared that even this was 
not enough.

“ Very well," said the medium, “ I  shall endeavour to 
remove your doubts in another way, and we w ill now 
have some table rapping."

H e  proceeded to explain that this was done in the 
following manner :— A  spirit by name must be asked for, 
and on his announcing himself by raps on the table, then 
questions could be asked, and his answers would be given 
by ra j«. A ll  questions must lie put so that they could 
l>c answered by plain “ yes ” or “  no,” or by  numlters. 
Three raps to mean “  yes ” ; one rap “ no.”

Forthwith, accordingly, spirits were called for by 
various persons, and considerable amusement was created 
by the consternation of the ladies, when they thought a 
“ spirit from the vasty deep”  was so near them. Many 
o f these answers were wonderful. The time of a  watch 
placed under a  handkerchief on the table was told in 
raps, the number of coins in a  purse (fortunately they 
were numerous) was correctly stated, and many other tests 
were applied, in most of which the table was successful. 
Still disbelieving, I  was challenged to call a  spirit 
unknown to any one present, and to ask any question I 
thought tit. Suddenly remembering an uncle who had 
died many years before, who hod lived many hundred of 
miles away from where w e then were, and who, so far as 
1 could tell, had never been heard of, much less known, 
to any one present, I  asked for the spirit o f Chester 
W ilde  In  a  moment or two three raps on the table 
announced the supposed spirit of my uncle.

“  A re  you the spirit of Chester W ilde î ” I  asked.
“ Yes,” was the immediate reply.
“  H e  who lived at Fromborough, in Southshire T’
“  Yes.”
Then correct answers were given as to the date of his 

death, how long his wife had remained a  widow before 
she married again, and her present al>ode, when the matter 
began to grow  exciting. I  next proceeded on to deeper 
waters, relating to a  matter that needs some explanation.

The mother o f my uncle was granddaughter to a 
baronet, S ir W illiam  Chester, who had died intestate 
many years before. H is  estates hod been thrown into 
Chancery, and there remained. She had always declared 
that her son (my uncle) was the rightful heir, and on her 
deathbed had given to him a  bundle of documents, which 
she charged him never to part with, as some day these 
would enable him to regain the title, or at any rate the 
estates, which she said were his right. Amongst theso 
documents was what purported to be a  will made by Sir 
W illiam  Chester.

Many years ago, when a  lad of twelve years of age, I, 
with my mother, was on a visit to this uncle. Some 
months before that time, he had been informed that a 
claimant to the estates had come from America, and that 
if  he wished to defend his supposed rights he must take 
steps at once. H e had the seeds of consumption in him, 
and knew his days were numbered. To this, and the 
fact of having no children, we put down the unwilling
ness ho evinced to act in the matter. Friends made 
offers to him of money to press his claims, but he refused 
them, on the ground that he would not like to risk other 
people’s  money in so uncertain an adventure.

A t  the time o f my visit the aflair was much talked 
about. I t  fired my youthful ambition to have the pros
pect o f a  very wealthy uncle, perhaps a  baronet, and I 
accepted the truth o f the story without question. In  
my eyes he was quite a  hero, and I  almost assumed the
airs of the nephew of so great a  m H is  \rife was a
proud, ambitious woman, and sht- fainied iiny ardour,
promising that if they obtained th 
have a  pony and no end of good th

eir rights, 
ing8.

I  was to

W ith in  twelve months, however, the whole romance
was at an end. Chester W ilde died, the American
claimant was declared heir, and the wliol e affiiir became
in our minds a  dream of the past. But I  always believe- 
ed that hod he received his just due, my family would 
have been the owners of a splendid estate, with all its 
accumulations.

This was the matter upon which I  wished to question 
my uncle’s spirit, and in view o f what afterwards took 
place, it must be remembered what was my own belief.

“ Were> you the rightful Indr to the i.•state of Sir
W illiam Chester f I  asked the spirit.

“  N o ,” was the, -to me, astouniiling reply.
I f  this were true>, the will and1 other docuinents I  knew

had beeii in my uncle’s poss t  have been
forgeries, for they were clear eiIlCIUgh! So that I next
proceeded upon this hypothesis.

“  W ere  the documents you had forgeries t”
“ Yes,” was the answer, and the table jumped quite 

excitedly.
The situation now l>ccnmc a  serious one, and I wanted 

to know who the forger was, so I  l>cgan with my uncle, 
intending to go backwards and trace where the guilt lay.

“  Did you forge them ?’ was the next question.
“ N o ,” came decidedly and without hesitation.
“ Did your mother forge them V
“ Yes,” and in the most excited manner the table 

rapped out this reply.
Astounded I  left the table, saying that u  evidently 

told lies, but that it certainly was wonderful what I  had 
heard.

The effect this made uj>on my mind was very great, 
and some time afterwards calling upon my mother, who, 
it will be remembered, was with me on the visit to my 
uncle some years before, I  told her all that occurred. 
By then the eflcct had somewhat passed away, and I 
laughingly told the story as a  very good joke.

“ You  don’t mean to say,” she asked, in astonishment, 
when I  concluded my narrative, “  that the table said the 
paper-severe forgeries ?”

“ Yes, but what o f that?'’ I  replied, noticing that a 
peculiar expression had come over her countenance.

“  They were forgeries,” she answered me.
“  Forgeries! H ow  do you know that I” I  exclaimed. 

Then she told me the following strange story.

“  You remember,” she Ixgan, “ when we were at From
borough, one evening your aunt talking very lioastinglv 
of what she would do when they got their rights, and 
promising you a  |>ony. That same evening you went 
down into the town with her to visit some friends, and 
after you were gone I  asked Chester if  he expected any
thing would ever come o f the matter. H e  then brought 
out all the documents and shewed them to me, finally 
saying that they were nearly all forgeries, and that hu  
mother had forged them. I t  appeared that she was a 
very eccentric sort of woman, one who was thought by 
many to be touched in her mind. A fter her death, when 
these papers came into his possession, he naturally began 
to examine them, and was astonished to find they were 
so clear. Something roused liis suspicions, however, and
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on making inquiries of hia sister, she told him some 
things which proved that his mother had forged nearly 
a ll toe documents, the watermark on the paper proving 
the same thing. O f  course, he thus knew that it would 
be folly, to do anything, and hence his supineness.

“ I  asked him," continued my mother, “  whether his 
wife knew anything of this, and he then informed me 
that he had never told her, because she had never got on 
well with hiK friends, and to tell her this about his own 
mother would give her a handle which she would not fail 
to make use of. Under promise o f secrecy I  have never 
said a  word about this matter until to-day, and should 
not now have done so, had it not been for the wonderful 
result of questioning tho table.

I  have nothing more to add to this story. Understand 
it I  cannot. N o  one amongst those who sat around tho 
table knew aught of my uncle, and the theory that tho 
mind o f the questioner controls the answers o f tho table, 
does not here apply, because these answers were directly 
against, what I  believed, and opposed to all I had then 
heard. However, I cannot condemn Spiritualism as I 
once could, though I  have not seen enough to lead me to 
believe in i t . ____________________________

8 Y D N E Y  L E T T E R .

T e-erui lived long in utter darkness in the shades ; he 
had heard that there was somewhere a  land o f ligh t ; 
very earnestly ho dosim l to reach it, so he divulged his 
secret purpose to his brother. They set oil' and built 
two outriggers; the first they named “  W eary  o f Dark
ness,” and the second, “ Sleepless Nights ” They 
launched their canoes, and on and on they went, and to 
their great joy  reached a region called “  Glimmering of 
Light.” Here they met with a  great misfortune; their 
canoes upset. In  no degree discouraged by the loss, they 
built two more, and set out again ; again they came to 
the region of “ Glimmering Light.” but again their 
canoes were overwhelmed. The brothers now doubted 
whether they would ever succeed in getting to the wished- 
fo r land. They resolved to try once more. W hen  their 
canoes were completed they held a  consultation as to 
the probable cause of their previous failures. The priest 
enquired the nnuies o f the masts of their former canoes. 
The brothers replied, Te T ira  o  Jiongo, “ The M ast of 
Rongo.” I t  is on this account that you have failed. Call 
them, said the priest: 0  lu i  t-:e rangi marama, “ Erect 
in the Light of Heaven.” I t  was done: again they 
came to the region of "G lim m ering L ig h t ;” but this 
time their frail canoes kept on through storm and calm 
until they reached "  The Land of Light,” a  region where 
they could clearly see each other, where the sun shone 
brightly and all was pleasant.

A n d  how well this illustrates the perpetual push in 
man and the restlessness o f the human heart, that is 
never content with what is :

"  That uercr falters nor abates.
Hut laliourt, and endures, and waits 
Till all that it for»*«* it finds.

__X  Or what it cannot find, creates."
Since lost I wrote, Mr. and Mrs. Bright have left our 

shored for a  short vacation in  N e w  Zealand, where no 
doubt they will sow some good seed, and help the dwel
lers in the land of Manu, a  little further towards the 
full realisation of the manifold and wondrous glories of 
unfettered Thought.

The platform of the Gaiety rendered vacant by tho 
absence of M r. and Mrs. Bright is being filled by tho 
Secularists, and poor Christianity is again bolstered up 
to be knocked down by arguments as stale as they are 
unworthy of truo lovers of freedom. A re  we to be for 
ever demolishing? Is  it not time to look around for 
material to reconstruct with ? Too large a dose of Icono- 
clasm is like certain poisons, it fails in its desired effect.

O u r Lyceum is still on the march, and the “ Rainbow” 
still spans its heavens.

In  the current number o f this excellent monthly, a 
fu ll report is given o f the addresses delivered a t  the 
Unveiling o f the Tyerman Memorial Stone.

O n  December 30th, M r. Greenham, conductor of the 
Richmond Lyceum, paid us a  visit, and told of tho good 
work being done in your midst, and that they are about

to build a  Lyceum H alL  Apropos o f which, our Build
ing Fund is steadily increasing, and the entertainment 
on its behalf to be given in March promises to be a  great

ccess.
Unfortunately our Conductor (M r . Bam ford) has had 

to resign through ill health ; although our sorrow is some
what lessened by the fact that M rs. A ttw ater has taken 
his office for the remainder o f the term. This lady is 
the second, I  believe, who has filled tho chair, and the 
excellent manner in which she carries it  through should 
give confidence to others of her sex, and bring them 
forward.

On Sunday, January 20th, a  presentation of a  very 
handsome flower stand was made to M r. W estm an by 
Mr. Haviland on behalf of the Lyceum children. And  
richly he deserved it, for no member has worked more 
energetically and well, and few  indeed have won the 
affection o f the children more completely, as this gift 
testifies. I  like these spontaneous outbursts o f love and 
good fellowship; they show the child heart in all its 
Divine Goodness, and draw us nearer to tho Great A ll  
Father in the study o f the beautiful simplicity of child
hood and the goodness o f the human heart.

The Christmas Picnic passed o ff most enjoyably. The 
day was fine, and the sylvan shades o f Clontarf, with the 
gnmes and feasting incidental to such gatherings, made 
up all that could be desired.

Things theological are as dull and uninteresting at 
present as one could wish. Really beyond tho little 
excitement over the Papal successor to Archbishop 
Vaughan, and the installation of Dr. Barry os Episcopal 
head o f the Australian Church, there is nothing worthy 
of note.

Tho agitations o f the past on behalf o f the opening 
of the various Public Institutions on Sunday has hail a 
most beneficial effect upon the government as well as the 
people ; for the former, having inaugurated a  Technical 
Museum, have opened it on Sunday afternoons o f their 
own free will. W h en  will your citizens l»estir themselves 
and demand their rights?

The Sunday afternoon concerts at Botany are as 
popular as ever. The many public institutions are as 
crowded to-day as when they were first opened on the 
Sabbath ; while the Domain is still resorted to by many 
who listen to the sinner who has just found his Christ, 
or tho Freethinker who is at once incompetent and 
omnipotent, who believes nothing, teaches nothing, and 
ridicules everything. B E T A .

A mong the visitors to Masterton this week was Signor 
Otto H ug, tho Swiss medical clairvoyant, who created so 
much sensation during the post few months in Wellington. 
Professor H ug expressed himself very much pleased with 
the appearance o f this town, and when he has got through 
his work in W ellington will come up here for some four 
or five days. This w ill probably be about a month hence. 
O ur readers, who may then interview this celebrated 
clairvoyant, w ill find him a  very gentlemanly and straight
forward person, with not the slightest symptoms o f the 
•' horns and hoofs” with which popular imagination is 
wont to invest him. A s  far as we can learn tho Signor 
converts all his visitors from sceptics into truo believers, 
and here he is more fortunate than M ilner Stephen, who  
could only impress himself os a  benefactor on a  small 
percentage o f those who came to him. A  gentleman 
occupying a  high position and hailing from tho W airarapa, 
after a  visit to the Professor, declared that ho would 
advance any of his friends the amount of the fee (a  
guinea) to wait on Professor H ug, and if  their symptoms 
and diseases were not accurately detailed, ho would  
forfeit tlie money. A  number of gentlemen accepted 
this test, and in  every instance after going to the 
professor with a  strong prejudice against his special a r t  
came away again believing that “ Truth was stranger 
than fiction." H o w  the professor by taking them by the 
hand could tell them the symptoms and appearance o f  
their brains, lungs, hearts and other organs, their nerve., 
the diseases they had had in the past, and the enemies 
they hod to contend against in  too future, was a  mystery, 
but the evidence that it  was so was incontrovertible.—  
Wairarapa Daily, Doc 22nd, 1883.
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Zo  CornsponiJtnts.

Communicationa intended f o r  this Journal ahould be
written legibly, and on one aide o f  the paper only.

T H E  P O W E R S  O F  T H E  S P IR IT  O F  M A N  
IN C A R N A T E D .

TO T IIH  KDITOK OF T IIB  IIARUIXGBR OF LIGHT.
M y  h e a r  S ir ,— I  have just received your number for 
December. I  read in it some extraordinary fact* relat
ing to “ stone t h r o w i n g o f  these more presently. I 
wish now to say, in addition to the brief narrative given 
in  my last letter respecting my spirit having visited a 
correspondent in Ballarat, that my friend informs me 
the same spirit of myself has since done so again, and 
at an hour which has astonished and positively bewil
dered me, viz., 7.30 a. in. N ow , when I  state that 
allowing for difference of longitude, this is the time 
when I  am wide awake, up, dressed, bathed, and seated 
at my breakfast, this startling fact, that the spirit of a 
living man can mako its presence felt and perceived by 
another hundreds o f miles away, the man being himself 
wide awake and not dreaming even o f anything o f the 
sort, is simply astonishing, nay, astounding.

There arc indeed powers and forces in the universe of 
which modem Materialistic science is totally ignorant; 
and among these forces, foremost and first, must now In- 
placed the powers of the spirit o f man, not only disin- 
camated, but incarnated. It is rather strange that your 
correspondent, "  A I »solute Fact,” in his short paper on 
“  Brain W aves ’’ should have testified to the fact of his 
being able to influence people in the streets to look 
round, and I  should have borne my own testimony to tin- 
very same thing as occurring to myself in Brisbane, in 
my own letter. Hero we have again corroborative 
evidence of the powers of the incarnated spirit o f man 
from two independent observers, unknown to each other, 
testifying to the same thing. This has set me upon 
investigating the powers of the human spirit to cause 
certain of the phenomena of Spiritualism, which I believe 
is what Madame Blavatzky and the Theosophists con
tend for.

N ow , rootling over again the tract on “  Esoteric Theo
sophy" sent to me by you some time ago, 1 found that 
without knowing it I  have been for six o r seven yean* 
rigidly complying with all the rules therein laid down for 
adeptahip, the principal o f winch are abstinence from all 
intoxicating fluids and from all animal food, save milk 
and its preparations ; abstinence from marriage, and a 
desire to do good to all I  can, bring at the same time 
as fur as possible alone, not mixing more than I  can help 
v ith  my fellow men. N ow  I  begin to see whither all 
this is tending, viz., to awaken the powers o f the spirit 
within by self-spiritualisation, assisted no doubt by higher 
intelligences acting upon me from without, guiding and 
directing mu. O f course I  am now just beginning to 
reap the fruits of this constant endeavour after the 
acquisition of greater spirit-power and other spiritual 
benefits. I  wish you would kindly direct me whapelso 
to do, if  you possibly can, to attain that which I  seek to 
know— the powers of the human spirit while still in tho 
flesh, in my own case ; for this opens up a  new branch of 
the investigation, ami a  most interesting one.

W ith  regard to "  stone-throwing," or rather, “ Inert 
M atter Moved by Unseen Agency,”  I  would respectfully 
suggest to Mr. Caldecott, in  whose papers on this matter 
I  take a  very great interest* that the cause of the phe
nomena witnessed by him— and very remarkable pheno
mena they are— may be due not to the spirits of tho 
departed, as ho and other Spiritualists imagine, but to 
the spirits of the liv ing  still in earth life. Tru ly says 
your esteemed correspondent, there are forces in  nature 
which science knows nothing about»^ and among these 
forces of which human science is totally ignorant, I 
would now earnestly direct the attention o f Spiritualists 
to  the forces set in motion by the incarnated human 
spirit by a  mere exercise o f will-power consciously or 
unconsciously exercised. I  think it  is very likelv that 
the motion of inert matter by  unseen agency is due to 
the exertion o f tho will by some force either consciously

or unconsciously setting tliat matter upon which it 
operates in motion.

I am not now inclined to attribute every physical 
Spiritualistic phenomena to the agency of spirits of the 
depart«!, as heretofore, for I  am getting somewhat bet'.er 
acquainted with the powers of the human incarnated 
spirit than I  was. I  am aware of the existence of the 
“  double," and in one instance at least I  am certain I  
have seen that “  double" at work while in a  state of 
clairvoyant trance. There is a  world of spiritual forces 
existent around us, and not only external but internal as 
well, of which science knows nothing whatever, because 
it  is utterly, presumptuously, arrogantly false in its 
teachings.

“ There is a  spirit in man aye, and that spirit could 
operate marvellously upon that which you call matter, i f  
it only knew how to lay hold of tliat occult fluid which 
exists everywhere in space, and bend it to its own ener
getic will for the good of mankind. There is a  secret in 
nature which has yet to lie revealed. Once revealed 
man will lie truly powerful. A ll things will then be put 
under his feet, except the Power which makes nil things 
subject to Him. But there is nothing hidden which shall 
not lie revealed, nor secret which shall not be fully known. 
W o  inhabitants of earth shall yet be able whilo incar
nated to visit and explore the worlds, visible and invi
sible. But while antagonistic to spiritual realities, 
never!  Future ages will wonder, I tell you, at the silly, 
foolish antagonism to truth, to God and to man, and even 
to science and true religion, which far too many exhibit 
in these so called enlightened days. Tin- powers of tin- 
human incarnated spirit are as yet totally unknown.

This is a branch o f the investigation which as usual is 
now forced upon me by  startling facts. There seems to 
lie in this spiritual research a  time for everything, and 
nothing comes to me before its time. I had made sure 
of having ferreted out the whole mystery as to the cause 
of these spiritual phenomena, when, lo and la-hold, I  find 
myself impelled by  other phenomena to turn my attention 
to’ an unexpected quarter of highly interesting research. 
W hen I  find my spirit walking aliout Brisbane unknown 
to me, and standing at people’s Is-dsides while I  ain en
tranced (and this has been seen in two instances, of which 
there are eye-witnesses to testify). When, further, I  am 
told that my spirit goes to Ballarat, not only when I  am 
entranced, but when I  am wide awake, at 7.30 in the 
morning, and talks to my friends there, asking them to 
produce letters which it’ reads, and telling them things 
occurring to me in Brislsuie, which they write to me 
aliout, and which I  verify, then I  must say, reason stands 
aghast and Faith herself is half confounded at such 
wonders as these. How I  wish I knew how liest to cul
tivate such powers as these, to lie used for the good of 
mankind !

A n  eminent Spiritualist in Brisbane told me in April 
last that my power would lie entirely spiritual, not physi
cal. This my Ballarat correspondent confirms by spirit 
information coming from high spirit guides to himself, 
which he has communicated to me. W e ll then, I  must 
onward g o ; yes, may I  hope, onward and upward, for 
ever! I  do not as yet sec the end of this road of pro
gression on which I  hove entered, and which for over 
three years I  have been following. I  do not expect ever 
to sec the end in  this earth-life, it is a road fo r eternity. 
But so far as the earth-life is concerned, it  seems to me 
that my own duty now is not to concern myself so much 
about the spirit-life hereafter as with tho spirit as it 
exists in the earth-life. The true nature of the spirit- 
life has been revealed ; that it is a  very different exist
ence to what people generally suppose. But to prepare 
for that beautiful spirit-life here on earth, to enquire 
into the powers of our own spirits Incarnated here, to 
educe and cultivate those powers hitherto unknown, this 
seems to bo the enforced direction o f future enquiry, 
liecauso it concerns the spirit-lifo on earth and prepares 
it for its future spirit existence, when it will take up  the 
road of progression at the point reached by  it when new 
bom.

I  trust many of your readers will see the importance 
of these remarks relating to the incarnated spirit while 
in the earth-life. H as  it powers t Undoubtedly. Then
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while on earth ita powers must be brought into play, not 
suffered to 1* dormant. L e t us know what the powers 
o f tho spirit in man are, and o f what they are capable. 
L et us use these powers for good, not for evil, when 
ascertained; not for greed, as too many do, but for the 

V -  «°o d  of mankind, unselfishly. So progressing here we 
may expect to take up our progression hereafter at the 
exact point where we leave oil* at our departure from 
earth.

W o  nre, then, if  this be true, not now concerned with 
tho future spirit-life, because our uneasiness and doubt as 
to tho true nature of the life hereafter lias been removed 
W o  Bee that life now as it really is, an advanced life of 
progress for all ! But we have another part to perform. 
It is due to our spirits that we shall no longer ignore 
them on earth, but « lu ce  and cultivate their peculiar 
powers, bo that they may enter on earth on that soul of 
progress which lupins here to be continued hereafter.

This seems to me now to 1m- the duty o f Spiritualists : 
not to waste a  moment in idle inaction, but by all means 
bring the wonderful powers o f the spirit within to bear 
upon their own welfare and that of mankind. For one 
thing, enbordinate the body to the spirit ; let not the 
body tyrannise over the spirit within, but let it be in 
entire subjection to the spirit. Let the spirit rule the 
body ; let it exert itself over the body, which is tran
sient, while the spirit is the reality, the eternal m an! 
That is the first, step to Ixf taken to uttain spirit power 
over matter ; then advancing onward, ever onward, the 
spirit of man will become more and more powerful till 
it subjects to itself the material worlds and stands on a 
purified and revivified earth, a  conqueror of an unknown 
universe, the cousociate and compeer o f unknown powers 
and intelligences, visible then, but ns yet invisible, while 
we remain contentedly in our ignorance and gloomy indif
ference to the powers o f our own incarnated, earth- 
prisoned spirits.

So only shall you render yourselves worthy of that 
higher spirit-life awaiting you all hereafter, for which

iou yearn. So only will it begin for you all on earth 
ust where it ought to begin. So acting you will all l>est 

satisfy the demands o f the invisible intelligences upon 
you. Search out then earnestly the powers of your own 
spirits. Seek to “ know yourselves"  each man and 
woman, and strive to bring them out of yourselves, as it 
were. D o not le t them lie dormant ; out with them and 
at the last you will assuredly triumph over mere Materi
alism, Atheism, Sadduceeisin, and every other agnos
ticism that is antagonistic to Spiritualism, and advance 
on tho high road to spiritual power over all the occult 
forces o f nature of which as yet your lioasted Materi
alistic and even Spiritualistic science, lxiniiiastic as it is, 
is totally ignorant, and in this way will you all Ixsst pre- 
para yourselves for future discoveries in the spiritual 
realm, and for the future progression of the spirit-life, 
beginning for you all on earth to be taken up at the 
point whore you leave oil* when new bom, as the new 
year begins justf where the old year ends. I f  you do 
this, and do it well, the cut bono argument w ill be put 
an end t/ for ever. Spiritualism so only will produce 
good finit worthy of you who are iU  disciples. Turn  
your/teachings (received through the invisible intelli
gences at the first), to practical account. Learn the 
power» of your own spirits. Turn your attention in that 
direction ; so w ill Spiritualism become a  science o f prac
tical utility to you all. Ascertain the occult lows which 
govern the universe ;  but first ascertain the laws which 
govern your own being on earth. Begin by exerting 
your w ill power in  all directions upon material objects 
and things. See wherein you have power ovor matter, 
and to whot extent. You  will be led on imperceptibly 
to Other higher and grander achievements of your own 
spirits.. You  must in that demateriolise yourselves as 
much as possible. Conquer your bodies firs t, and as the

K’rits within you become paramount, then, and not till 
n, will you be able  to realise the powers o f your own 

spirits on earth, and so make Spiritualism a  science of 
practical utility, living even on earth the life of the 
spirit-land, and all things put in subjection under your 

fec t! U N I T A R I A N  M IN IS T E R .
Brisbane, December 7 th. 1883.

A  P R O L E P T IC  V IS IO N .
TO THE EDITOR OP THE HARBINGER OP LIGHT.

-  He that hu a tnilb. and keeps it. keeps that which Dot to him

S ir — T he bells are down, so that the “ good people”  
must lx* all in church, and bethinking myself that tho 
better the day the lmtter the deed, I  have been moved to 
ask you if you will give space for a  few  momonts to 
one of tho “ Ixul people," ns he recounts to you tho great 
pleasure lie hod in meeting M r. “  Veritas ” last ovoning, 
at the house of M r. S. Deakin the architect, city of South 
Melbourne.

M ost o f your readers will know that I  refer to the 
gentleman who testified under that signature to his 
haring (in vision of the night) been by the bedside o f his 
brother in England, though sleeping at the time here in 
Melbourne, about March, ’63, when he saw his brother 
die. I t  will lx* seen by p. 2633 in your last issue, that 
this brother did so die, at that time and place, viz.—  
Bristol in England. I  had confirmation o f every word 
o f it from the surviving brother, whom I  had no expecta
tion of meeting, being myself also quite unexpected at 
the house. I  told M  r. Deakin that I  had come for an 
intellectual conversation with him on the subject o f tho 
communication o f "  Veritas ” which had just appeared in 
the Harbinger, and that I  had brought w ith me other 
instances of the same phenomena. W h ile  reading tho 
following from my memorandum and extract book, Mr. 
“  Veritas” chanced to drop in.

Y o u r  renders may compare my stories with those of 
M r. “ Veritas," for there will be more from him (with  
your permission) in the same issue with this.

I  heard him recount the whole particulars, and it is 
the particulars that make it  so interesting, but of courso 
your space will not permit.

M y business and my object is to support tho 
credibility of tho vastly instructive vision, pointing out 
to us as it does, the grandeur o f the potency and 
capabilities of our spiritual natures. The contemplation 
o f such powers in man should promote religious and 
devotional feeling, unless the instinct of veneration is 
dead or dormant in the breast o f the man » ’ho contem
plates what I  now write to you.

But to my own story. I  had this from the lips of a 
perfect gentleman, ami last night I  read it from my 
memorandum, to my two friends before m ention«! ns 
fo llow s:—

“  O n  the 29th July, 1873, Antony Dockery, personally 
informs Robert Caldecott, that alxnit nine years hack, at 
McLennon’»  station, near the Clunes, the son o f M r. 
McLennon expired, and uttered these last words at tho 
time— ‘ M y siHter in Melbourne has just expired— I  saw  
her die.' The sister's indisposition was unknown to tho 
family at tho station, who were gathered round the death
bed of the brother, and who heard his dying word* 
before mentioned.

The telegraphic communications immediately reporting 
the deaths crossed each other in transmission. W hile  
talking to M r. Deakin I  carelessly turned over a  page or 
two o f my Extract Book, and read to him as follows, 
which he suggest«! should go as a  make weight, in  
addition to the story o f M aster and Miss McLennon. 
They were both in their school days.

Page 33. “ Jung Stilling” on “ Pneumatology 
"S h e  brought intelligence from the invisible world  
respecting certain personages, enough to make the ears 
of the hearers tingle.

“ She onco »ixid to her master— '“ Y ou r brother hna 
just expired at Mngdolmrg.” N o  one knew anything of 
Ins illness,and besides M agdeburg was many miles distant.

A  few  days after tho news arrived o f his dentil, which 
exactly agreed with tho prediction.”

I  cannot help feeling, M r  Editor, i f  you would allow  
the instances of phenomena growing out o f our midst, to 
m ix themselves in this way with the reports o f history, 
something might he done towards breaking down that 
pig-headed scepticism which would assure M r. “ Veritas”  
“ that ho must have fancied the thing, and a  chanco 
coincidence had confirmed his hallucination.”

I  am, sir, your obdt. servt,
„  , „  „  , R O B E R T  C A L D E C O T T .
Raglan  St., Stuidndgo, Sunday, Jan. 6, 1884.
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B R A I N  W A V E S  O R  C O IN C ID E N C E ? — W H IC H  

W A S  IT ?

No. 2.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

S ir,— M y letter in your last issue under this caption 
(and to which, to shorten this letter, I  refer your readers) 
I  stated that I  should make my final answer to the ques
tion depend on my report from N e w  Zealand. I  wrote 
to N ew  Zealand to ask if my correspondent thought of 
me at the time o f danger.

The answer under date, N ew  Plymouth, 8th January, 
is in the affirmative; therefore do I  now say that the 
question asked in the caption of my letters is a  closed 
question fo r me by virtue o f my first letter.

I  asked my correspondent to be carefully and scru
pulously truthful in recollection of the passing thought 
or thoughts of the mind on that 2nd of March occasion, 
and I  quote the very definite reply

“  I  was really much surprised to see the note in  your 
day-book of the 2nd March. I t  was o f course a mani
festation o f the action of brain wav*«, os I  (truthfully 
speaking) only thought of you, in that dreadful time of 
danger, in  reference to the Spiritualism I  had learned 
fiom  you.”

That is the extract, and with regard to the truthful
ness o f my report from N ew  Zealand I  have only to say 
that my correspondent, both by education and family 
relation, belongs to the higher walk in life, and a lie is 
just that which the gentlem in  scorns, as much as the 
Christian abhors.

I  may repeat that I  forget all about the cause of record 
of the 2nd o f March, but since the receipt of my last 
letter I  incline to think that I was recording the feeling 
left upon me by  a  night vision— I have no doubt o f it—  
which, like dreams, wo soon forget, though the feeling 
may be intense at the time.

I  firmly believe, further, that it was a  wave of thought 
and feeling from the mind o f my correspondent, and 
reached me on the Corsican brother principle o f Psycho- 
logy.— I  am, sir, yours obediently,

R O B E R T  C A L D E C O T T .

Raglan-strect, Sandridge,

24th Jan., 1984.

S C IE N C E , T H E O S O P H Y  A N D  S P IR IT IS M .

Zöllner, in his experiments with the Medium Slade 
propounds the fou rth  dimension in  space. H e  holds 
the law of causality as a  function o f the human intel
ligence given to man before all experience. The impressions 
communicated to the mind by the agency of the organs 
o f sense acting on the surface o f our laxly, con
stitute the sum total or collective aggregate of o u «  
experience. They are a reality to us, and “  their sphere 
is two-dimensional, acting not on our body, but on its 
surface." O ur conception o f objects o f three dimen
sions depends entirely upon our intellect. A  child 
guthers experience by  the tangibility of an object, and 
by  the impression which such an object leaves on his 
senses. For instance, if  it contemplates its hand, it is 
conscious o f its existence by its tangibility and by the 
image on its retina. B y  constantly touching it, it 
gathers experience that the hand retains the same form 
when contracted or extended, though the image on 
the retina is constantly changing to adapt itself to 
distances. N ow  here w e  have to reconcile the in
variableness o f  the object with the variableness o f the ex
perience. “ This is only possible within space o f three 
dimensions, in which owing to perspective distortions 
and changes, these variations o f projection can be 
reconciled with the constancy of the form of a  body.” 
Hence it would appear that our idea of the third dimen
sion is o f great use in enabling us to overcome the 
apparent inconsistencies of facts, which we find daily 
by our experience. In  other words when we find two

opposite attributes in a body which from their very 
nature we could hardly allow to exist together in a  three 
dimensioned body, our reason would at once be forced 
to reconcile such contradiction. l > t  us suppose a  body 
to be characterised by the two opposite qualities 
of changeableness and unchangeableness, and as un
changeableness depends upon the quantity of ponder
able matter in a body, we know it for certain that 
this quantity is not liable to alter, yet under the most 
stringent conditions, to be pointed out hereafter, such 
quantity does change, and we are then forced to re
concile such a  contradiction. In such a  case the task 
necessarily devolves on our reason to remodel our 
theory which we hitherto had been taught to look 
upon as correct and unassailable— in order to bring 
it in conformity with the new order of things. In this 
way only can our conception o f nature grow comph te 
and more satisfactory.

I f  we take a  piece of cord, tie its both ends together, 
and put a  seal there, an intelligent being capable 
of performing four dimensional bendings and knot- 
tings on the cord, will be able to produce as many 
knots- as he may like, without breaking the seal, or 
opening the tied ends. To us this is perf**ctly im
possible, for we have only a  three-dimensional percep
tion. Y e t  such experiments have succeeded in the 
presence of Mr. Slade under the most stringent con
ditions, and the hempen cord is still in the possession 
of Prof. Zöllner, so ‘that the theory that it was only a 
subjective phenomenon— a  simple hallucination— and 
not objective is completely set at nought. A s  to the 
how and wherefore of such an hitherto recognised 
impossibility, apart from the improved conception of 
space, Science gets staggered and dumbfoundeml. 
For according to the conception of a  three dimensioned 
space, it would appear that “ the molecules o f which 
the cord consists must have been separate«! in certain 
places, and then after the other portion of coni had 
been passed through, again united in the same position 
as at first," in other words a  passage of matter 
through matter. But with an improved conception of 
space such explanation will not lx; needed. There 
will not be any necessity for such separation and 
reunion. The cord would simply undergo an amount 
of twisting which would be discernible after the knots 
were tied. Leaving aside the consideration o f similar 
other experiments, it behoves us to enquire about 
the scientific value of the explanation alx»ve given. 
The first explanation is generally accepte«! by the 
whole Ixxly of Theosophists, especially as Mr. Sinnett, 
the author of the “  Occult World," lays it down in his 
work while explaining the brooch phenomenon. It 
cannot l»e doubted that Mr. Sinnetts authority is 
second hand, for in the first place the theory is the 
Venc-rable Koot-Hoomis’. Slade’s spirits had more 
than once testified that they cannot act against nature, 
and that in producing the phenomena they have recours«* 
to the very same laws (occult) which the Himalayan 
Brothers use under favourable circumstances to bring 
about similar results. Taking therefore this common 
standpoint, one may be apt to question whether 
Slade’s spirits are not the very same Brothers. 
But such an assumption is soon dispelled, for the 
mention of the fourth dimension by the former con
stitutes a  differentiating test of the two classes of 
beings. Hence if  their presence be acc«*dcd, the ques
tion is whether they are identical with the spooks, 
elementaries, or relequire o f Madame Blavatsky? W e  
are inclined to say n o ; for we arc told in the Thro- 
sophist. that the spooks, or elementaries, are worthless 
beings, who ought under no circumstances to be encour
aged by holaing séances, and that the so-calle«! 
Materialisation is only possible immediately after 
death. The testimony o f Zöllner and his colleagues 
establishes quite a  contrary fact. For in the presence 
of Slade they had seen and felt a  fleshy hand rising 
above the table and then disappearing several times, 
had seen the impress of a human foot on a  piece of 
paper prepared with soot under test conditions. Query 
asks who is correct and whom to believe ?— Philosophic 
Inquirer. N .D .



215 fi T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F  L IG H T ,  F E B R U A R Y  1, 1884.

M E L B O U R N E  P R O G R E S S IV E  L Y C E U M .  

T u b  nominations for the winter session o f the Lyceum 
toko place on Sunday the 18th ¡list. There has l»een a 
fair attendance at the Sunday morning sessions lately, 

. l»ut a  lack o f what our American cousins call vim, a 
^  number o f the old workers in the institution having held 

aloof. W o  understand, however, that several of these have 
promised to resume duty in the coming session, and hope 
there will In- a  good muster o f willing workers ready for 
nomination on the 18th. Then1 is a want of new blood 
ill tho Lyceum, and wo would urge those who are in 
sympathy with this truly excellent reformatory institu
tion to come forward, and do their part to push it ahead.

V IC T O R IA N  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F  S P IR IT U A L IS T S .

T llB  Sunday evening lueeetings of the above Association 
at tlie Masonic H all have l**on well attended during the 
last month, and considerable interest manifested in the 
proceedings. Mr. Roper, who lectured last Sunday 
evening on Liberty and Bondage, preceded his dis
course by a  relation o f his religious experience, and the 
ehvumstnnces which led him to sever his connexion with 
the Wesleyan body, for whom he had acted as local 
preacher for some years. The natural revolt of a  rational 
mind at the dogmas o f a  literal hell and a  personal god 
was suppressed by  the admonition of his elder brothers in 
the church, who told him it was incidental to his youth 
and inex|H«rience. They had passed through it all, and 
it only wanted time for him to get over the difficulty. 
Ho was silenced, but not satisfied, and reading a  look  
entitled ** Advanced Thought "  (by Mr. C. E . Class), 
eivatod such a  ivvolution in his mind that he determined 
to give up  his public ministrations in the Wesleyan 
church. Sul*se»|uent risits to Mr. Benton's lectures pre
sented religion and Spiritualism in a  new light, and 
confirmed his faith in religious fn>ethought as embodied 
in tho Spiritual Philosophy. In the lecture which fol
lowed he ably contrustl'd the old faith with the new 
making manifest the superiority of the latter.

Next Sunday Mr. Iloogkiimmer will lecture on 
** A  N ew  Trinity." and the following Sunday Mr. Terry  
will again answer written questions on Spiritualism  
Mesmerism, Clairvoyance, and kindred subjects.

S P IR IT U A L IS M  IN  C E N T R A L  A S IA .

W k have received the Septeml*er. October, and November 
numbers o f our excellent contemporary. /.<i R-’cae Spirits, 
founded by A llan  Kardec, and now edited bv  M . P. G. 
Leymarie. Among other highly interesting contribu
tions we notice one from the pen of Prince Adeka. of 
St. Petersburg, giving an account of a conversation he 
had with Alim e Jounouseof. who was one of the suite of 
the E iu ir of ISokhara. when he came to l*e present at the 
coronation o f the Emperor at Moscow. Jounouseof 
brought a  letter of introduction to the Prince from an 
old friend in Samarvand. and proved to have been a great 
traveller iu tJjcEast. well versed in the oriental languages 
and an adept in the physical sciences, and himself highly 
mediumistic. H e described to the Prince a spiritual 
organisation which exists among the Mussulmans o f Cen
tral Asia, when- it is knowu as *• Muridisuie.” It occu
pies itself with the phenomena o f Magnetism and 
Spiritualism, and fully accepts the doctrine o f reincarna
tion. It contains excellent mediums, healing clairvoy
ant, aud otherwise. Self-abnegation is the tuudameutal 
principle of the Murides. Each lives only for the well
being and the iuterest o f his neighbour. lu  order to 
arrive at the highest stage of complete disinterestedness, 
the Murides commence their studies o f mediuiuship 
uuder the guidance o f one o f the elders of their Society, 
who is kuowu as a  Cheigh. They mortify their bodies 
in the matter of food and clothing, aud when these have 
beeu brought into complete subjection to the spiritual 
Ego, they couuneuce their mediumship by healim; the 
sick, which is accomplished merely by the laving ou of 
hands. A fte r  awhile they acquire the faculty o f clair
voyance, the power o f seeing through opaque objects, of 
beholding things at a  distance, and dually o f obtaining 
the materialisation of disincamated spirits.

A lim e Jounouseof told the Prince that he himself was

always warned o f the approach o f danger by the materi
alisation of the Cheigh who had been his teacher in tho 
flesh. The persistent enjoyment of mediumship is found 
to 1m? dependent upon sobriety o f life  and disinterested
ness of conduct, upon a habit o f prayer, and the healing 
of the sick.

In Bokhara and the other countries o f Central Asia, 
the Murides are regarded as holy personages, and are 
highly honoured by the Mussulman population. Their 
science is a  secret one ; they make no parade of i t ; 
neither do they ever employ it for purposes o f gain. The 
Prince adds that Jounouseof was greatly interested in 
Spiritualism in Russia, where it is embraced by persons 
of the highest distinction socially, and by men and 
women eminent fo r their intellectual attainments. 
H e  finds it to lie perfectly in accord with the 
religion of Islam, and with the philosophy o f Mohammed, 
whom he regards as having been a  great Muride. 
H e  took one of A llan  Kardec’s pamphlets, entitled 
‘‘ Spiritualism in  its simplest expression,” and another, 
which the Prince had rendered into Russian, and pur
poses translating them into Arabic, Persian, and Sarte ; 
and he begged the Prince to send him from time to time 
intelligence of the spread o f Spiritualism in Europe, iu 
order that he might disseminate it through Central Asia.

In conclusion, Prince Adeka writes as follows to the 
editor of La Rren* Sp irt!’’ :  *‘I  will certainly keep your 
readers an couranl with my correspondence with this 
interesting personage, who is perfectly o f our ways of 
thinking, and who has great philosophical tendencies of 
mind, free from all religious fanaticism."

W e , too, shall watch with deep interest the spread of 
Spiritualism in the cradle of all the great religions, and 
shall anxiously await future letters from Prince Adeka 
through this channel.

J M P R E S S IO X A L
( T h r o u g h  W r it in g )  S p i r i t  C o m m u n ic a t io n .

W e l l  mv friend, go  on and fear not. There is no royal 
road to pursue in the acquirement o f mediumistic power, 
and the grand teachings of the Spiritualistic philosophy. 
No, it all lies in a  more simple and humble form. The 
true l»asis o f acquisition o f spiritual power consists in 
humility o f spirit, combined with patience and perse 
verance. and an energy slow and sure iu its action Such 
qualities work out through devotion to its undertaking 
all that is required, and more than was anticipated.

Success must and will crown the efforts o f such as 
observe these conditions, and in the grand work of 
Spiritualism there is a  vast field for action ; exhaustless 
are its resources: abounding in all that is of any and 
every importance to humanity in its mundane sphere; 
leading and guiding man a righ t; teaching him truths 
and facts which nothing else can supply : and haring 
run his course o f earth-life, landing him safely in  the 
summer-land o f the spirit-world, there to resume the 
work of progress at the point arrived at in  the earth 
sphere, ever upwards and onwards towards the great 
central point o f light, love, and benevolence, and still 
being of service to aid and assist those left behind in the 
lower spheres.

Push on, my friend, and persevere as you are doing 
in developing your mediumistic powers, and ^reat and 
eternal w ill be your reward. From your friend, H .

[In  second liue o f communication published on page 
2624 last month, the sense is materially altered by a 
slight printer's error, the wort! dispensiiy should read 
dvpersvtj/\

O u r  friend Mr. Christian Reimers speaks in  high 
terms of the salubrity o f Edithburgh, a  watering place 
190 miles from Adelaide, and easily accessible b y  steam- 

j boat. M r. Reimers resides with Mr. Gottschalk, who 
has recently built a  large boarding-house, o f fortv rooms, 
with all modem conveniences and £uiatorv improve
ments. W e  would advise our Spiritualistic friends who 
may be visiting Adelaide to take up their quarters there 
iu preference to the notoriously hot city, as in addition to 
the superior comfort, they w ill have' the advantage of 
Mr. Reimers society. M r. R ., besides haring largo 
Spiritualistic experiences is a  talented musician.
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“  D IR E C T  V O IC E  ” S E A N C E S .

M r . George Spriggs has fo r some time past been giving 
private séances to earnest investigators, several o f whom 
have told us o f the satisfaction and comfort they expe
rienced from them. A s  such good results have been pro
duced, M r. Spriggs has determined to devote two 
evenings a  week to these séances, and has authorised us 
to inform those who are on the road o f investigation, but 
have not yet received sufficient evidence o f the fact of 
spirit intercourse, that he will be happy to help them in 
this direction by admitting them to one of the above 
séances, where evidence of a satisfactory nature is often 
obtained. Applications may be sent to Mr. Spriggs, 
office o f this paper, or to his residence, 66 Nicholson 
Street, Fitzroy.

C U R I N G  W IT H O U T  A  L IC E N S E .

J udging from a  recent decision in the local Police Court, 
the H obart Town magistrates seem to be a  more liberal 
set than their Launceston confreres. One “  Goolab 
Shah,” an Indian eye-doctor, was charged before them 
with performing a  surgical operation without a license. 
I t  appears that one Ralph Terry had been operated upon 
unsuccessfully by  two licensed practitioners, and hearing 
o f Goolab’s  skill, determined to try him. From his tes
timony it is clear that the treatment resulted in substan
tial benefit, as he says “ he saw distinctly after the 
operation, and he felt his eye was much improved.” The 
counsel for the defence (M r . Dobson) after making two 
preliminary objections on the absence of proof of the 
alleged offence by  the prosecution, went into the merits 
of the case, and suggested that the doctors who insti
gated the prosecution were either concerned at losing 
fees or jealous o f the cures effected by his client, and had 
acted unhandsomely in not warning him before prosecut
ing. The magistrates (Messrs. Tarleton, Bernard, and 
Crosby), dismissed the ease on the objections raised by 
M r. D ol*on, and Goolab is a  free man again.

W e  would advise him, however, not to cur«? anybody 
at Launceston, as the law is interpreted then» very differ
ently, and the exercise of his skill (as in the case of Mr. 
Beard) would probably cost him fifty pounds or three 
months’ imprisonment.

C A TA LO G U E  O F WORKS,
On human Physiology, Phrenology, Physiognomy, Mental 

Science, Health Dietetics, Chromopathy, Hydropathy, 
Botanical Medicine, Imported and on Sale by 

W . H. T E R R Y ,
8 4  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t ,  M e l b o u r n e .
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Home Treatment for Sexual Abuse. Dr Trail. 2*. fid.
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The anatomy, physiology, pathology, therapeutics, and train
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How to Sing and Use the Voice. W. Darnell. -’*• M-
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ment ; or Phrenology in the Schoolroom ami the Family. 
Nelson Sizer. . . 6d*
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How to Cook. Dr. NieholU.
Human Physiology. By «ame.
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morals and society. Each ¡»art separately, 1«. 8d.

How to Live on Sixpence a-Day, Dr. Nich-dls. ftl.
Hydropathic Encyclopaedia. Dr. Trail. 2D«.
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vation of health, dietetics and cookery, theory and practic
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including the nature, causes, symptoms, and treatment of all 
known diseases. 1000 pages. Illustrated.
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How to Learn Phrenology. L. N. Fowler. gd.
How to Study Phrenology. Drayton. fid.
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Have You been Vaccinated Dr. Collin«, fid.
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Human science. 0 . S Fowler. 24*.
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Hygienic Handbook: A practical guide for the sick-room 
Dr. Trail. 7* fid.

Hygiene of the Brain ami Nerves. l)r. Holbrook. 7s. fid.
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how the nerves act, how to cure nervousness, fiftr important 
questions answered, what some of the most eminent thinker«, 
medical men, and «dentists say : |«nrt 2 contain« instructive 
letteni written by the m<**t notable men and women of 
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Illustrated.

Health Evangel. Dr. Geo. Dutton. 2a. fid.
1 he chart* in this little volume show plainly the condition* 

of health and the can*« of disease, all comprised in fit) wools 
U|»on «lie charts, ami fully explained in the body of the work, 
very suitable for the instruction of children iu the«« important 
subjects.

Hvgcian Home Cook Book : A Imok of Receipts for the preparation 
of Healthful and Palatable Food without Condiment«.
Trail. I*. Sd.

Health Catechism : Question«, Answer«, aud Illustration*.
Trail. 8*1.

Health aud Good Living. W. \V. Hall. M.D. Cs. 9d.
Shows how high health can In.- maintained and common 

disease* cured by "good living." which means eating with a 
relish the In*« food prepared in the best manner.

Howto live in the “ Street cnlled straight : "  A Book of Hard 
Times. Diet. Bread-making, Ac. C. Kendall. 8*1.

Health and how to Preserve it. *L
Illustrate«! Annuals of Phrenology for 1880-81. fid.
Intcmpcrance and Tight Ihieing. 4«l.

«Ilness : its Cause« aud Cure. i*d-
nfancy: it* Physiological am! Moral Management. Andrew 

Combe, M.D. . , '**•
Disease and mortality in infancy, comhtion in mothers 

affecting health of child, management of food at birth, 
naming and weaning, teething. Ac.. Ac.

Indications of Character in Head and Fare. Drayton. Ud.
Liver Complaint, Nervous Dy*|ie|»in. and Headache. Dr. HolU 

brook.
Lessons on Phrenology. Mrs. Fowler. * 1.
Lectures on Phrenology. Comltc. .«. fid.
Love ami Parentage. Applied t«i Improvement of Offspring.

do 5s.. cheap cd. 4d.
Lectures on the Science of Human Life. By Sylvester Graham, 

M.D. 13». fid.
Laws of Generation. Dr. Nichols. Is. 8d.
Le*«ons for Children nl*>ut Themselves. By A. E. Newton, late 

Superintendent of Schools in Washington. 2». 61.
Physiology adapted to children under 14 years of age. 

Lectures on Phrenology and Physiology (Twenty one). By Fowler.
4« fid.

A most instructive Scries, including—Memory : how to 
improve and retain it ; How to Succeed ; How to Bern! 
Character .Scientifically ; Tact and Talent; Self-made Made 
Health, Wealth, and Happiness : How to Live; Self Cul
ture ; Love, Courtship, and Marriage ; Temperaments, Ac. Ac,
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Letters to Women on Midwifery sml the K m w  of "omen. 
Br Joel Shew. M.D. ,

A descriptive and practical Work, showing the suDcriontj 
of Water-treatment in Mciwtruation and it# disonlcn», tue 
various weaknoous of females, Pregnancy and it* dbcaaca, amt 
the general management of t hildbirth. Nursing. Ac.

Light ; iu Influence on Life ami Health. By Dr. For 1« ''in 
flow. ¡"li

Loiter« oil the I’hiloaophy of Disease, and how to Cure the Sick 
without Drugs, with an Explanation of Magnetic Law«, uv 
Dr. Juliet Severance. **'•

Matron1.  Manual. Dr. Hollirk.
Marriage Gride. Do. £*•
Male (Jeneratire Organ*. Dr. Hollick. "*•
Muscle Beating, or Home Gymnastic*. C. Klemm.
Manual of Self-Healing by Nutrition without Medicine. La Hoy 

Sunderland.
Manual of Phrenology. Illustrated. A. Story. /*•
Maternity, or the Bearing ami Nursing of Children, including 

Female Education and Beauty. 0. 8. Fowler.
do. 6s. 3d., cheap edition 1«. 3d. 

Mother'# Hygienic Hand-book : for the Normal Development and 
Training of Women and Children, and the treatment of their 
diseases with Hvgieuic Agencies. By B. T. Trail, M.D. 

Memory and Intellectual Improvement. 0. H. Fowler.
6s. 3d., cheap edition M. 

Marriage, its History and Ceremonies : with a Phrenological and 
Physiological Ex|-wition of the Function* and Qualification# 
for Happy Marriage*. By L. N. Fowler. 6«. 3d., eh. cd. -Id. 

Matrimony, of Phrenology amiI Physiology applied to the selection 
i for Life, including directions to the 

married for living happily. By 0. 8. Fowler.
clo.2s.6d., eh etf.4d.

Marriage and Parentage ; or. the Reproductive Element iu Man os 
a mean» to his elevation and happiness. H. C. Wright. Is. 3d.

Movement Cure, The: its Principles, Method-, ami Effects. 
I lliiotraie*!. By I>r. Taylor. 7». 6d.

Movement Cure, Illustrated Sketch of, Ik. Gel.
Medical Electricity. By Dr. White. I»s.

A Manual for Students, showing its most scientific and 
rationnl application to all forms of acute and chronic disease, 
by the dim-rent combination« of Electricity, Galvanism. 
Electro-Magnetism, Magneto-Electricity, ami Human Mag
netism.

Mental Science, according to the Philosophy of Phrenology. By 
Hev. U. 8 . Weaver. 6s. «d.

Mental Phy»iology. By Dr. W. B. Carpenter 13s.
The principle« of mental physiology, with their applications 

to the training and discipline of the mind, and the study of 
its morbid conditions.

Mot her’* Guide, The : for the care of her children. Dr. Comlie.
«*. 3d.

MISS SAM UEL
Can be Consulted on

H E A L T H  AND PSYCHOLO G IC AL M A TTE R S .
Personal Interview, iis.; Advice by Letter, 10s. 

Appointments must be made before band.— 72 Lygon- 
______________________ street, Carlton.

T H O M A S  LANG &. CoT
SEEDSMEN AND PLANT MERCHANTS,

52 E L IZ A B E T H  S T R E E T , M E L B O U R N E ,
W ish  to l*e joined by a  Partner possessing al»out £2000  
for the purpose of Extending their Business. They 
believe that this would lie a  desirable and lucrative

EMPLOYME NT AGENCY.
Notice to /Employers of Labour.
T h e C O M M E R C IA L  A G E N C Y  C O M P A N Y  of 05 
P itt Street, Sydney, engage Free o f Charge to Employers 
(except actual Cosh outlay), all kinds of Mechanics, 
Labourers, Household Servants, Ac.

The best possible Selections are made, and Travelling 
Tickets provided when Funds are previously forwarded 
hy Employers. Established .3 years.

TO INTENDING INVESTIGATORS.
Persons desiring to Investigate Spiritualism can, upon 
forwarding Sixpence in Australian or N ew  Zealand 
Stomps to the Office o f this Paper, have Directions for 
the Formation and Conduct o f Circles and other useful 
Information sent them.

I f  Olio Shilling is sent, Mrs. Britten’s valuable Book, 
“  O n  the Road, or the Spiritual Investigator," will be 
added.

A New and Valuable Book
BY

MRS. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN,
Now in the Press, and w ill be published very 
shortly. A  large 8vo. volume of about 600 pages, 
with numerous Illustrations, entitled “ Nineteenth 
Contury Miracles ; or Spirits and their W ork  in every 
Country of the Earth.” The author has spent nearly 
a  quarter of a  century in coll ecting her material, and 
spared no expense in authenticating her facts.

The .Subscription Price in Melbourne will bo 

15s. PE R  COPY, OR F IV E  COPIES FOR £ 3 .

Intending Subscribers are requested to send in their 
Nam es early to M r. W . H . T erry , 84 Russell-Street, 

Melbourne.
E - y A  Synopsis of Contents may be had on application.

THE L A T E  W IL L IA M  D ENTO N ’S

M elbourne  Lectures.
The following Lectures, delivered nt the Bijou Theatre, 
by the late W in. Denton, were Reported and Published 
ill the Harbinger o f  L igh t, from September, 1882, to 
February, 1883, and will he sent Post Free to any address 
on receipt of 3 s :—

1. The Philosophy o f Death.
2. The New Religion.
3. The W ay to be Happy.
4. The Science of Religion.
5. Prophecies of the Bible.
6. God in the Light o f Science &  Common

Sense.
Single Nos. 6d. with exception of N o . 3, o f which there 

are only a  limited number, Price Is.

CARTE DE VIS1TE PHOTOCRAPHS OF MR. DENTON, If .
C A B I N E T  2/-

W .  H .  T E R R Y ", 84 R U S S E L L  S T R E E T .

V I C T O R I A N  A S S O C I A T I O N
OK

SP IR ITU A L ISTS -

A t  t u b  M a s o n ic  H a l l , L o x s d a l e -s t r b k t .

(Opposite Hospital).

S P E A K E R S  F O R  F E B R U A R Y :
3iid , M R . H O O G K L IM M E R .

10th , M R . T E R R Y .

Service commences 7-15 p.m— Members enrolled before 
and after Meetings, o r  at the .

O F F I C E  A N D  R E A D I N G  R O O M , 
84 Russell Street, M elbourne.

ON T H E  R O A D : O R T H E  S P IR IT U A L  
IN V E S T IG A T O R .

The undersigned having Purchased at a  L ow  Prico from 
the Publisher a  large remainder o f the abovo Valuable
W ork , by M R S . E M M A  H A R D I N G E  B R IT T E N  is

prepared to Sell them at Sixpence per C op y : ' 
Postage, Victoria, 2 d ; other Colonies, 3d.

W ,  H .  T E R R Y ,  84 R U S S E L L  S T R E E T .

MRS. MASON, C LA IR V O YA N T A H E A LE R
| From N ine to F iv e ; Fee, 5s. 4 Barkly-st., Carlton.
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SOUL READING,
Or Psychological Delineation of Charaoter.

M RS. A . B . S E V E R A N C E  would respectfully announce 
to the public of Australia that those who will send their 
autograph or lock of hair to her, she will give an accu
rate description of their leading traits of character and 
peculiarities o f disposition; marked changes in past 
and future life ; physical disease, with prescription 
therefor ; what business they are l>cst adapted to pursue 
in  order to l»c successful; the physical and mental adap- 
ation of those intending marriage; and hints to the 
inharmoniously married.

Address —  M rs. A . B. S everance, Centre Street, 
l»etween Church and Prairie Streets, W hite W ater, 
W alworth Co., W is., U .S ., America.

Fen 10/6
N .B .— N o  application will receive attention unless 

the fee is sent direct to Mrs. A . B. Severance, or to Mr. 
John Frauenfelder, W ilson Street, A lbury, N .S .W .

W . H .  T E R R Y  H A S  J U S T  R E C E IV E D  
A  F r e s h  S u p p l y  o f  t i i e  f o l l o w in g  V a l u a b l e

M E D IC IN E S .
T h e y  a r e  s a f e ,  v a l u a b l e , a n d  a d a p t e d  f o r  f a m i l y  u s e . 

E lix ir Collinsonin Compound ; an invaluable remedy in 
the treatment o f Hemmorrhoids, Constipation, «fcc. 
Pleasant and agreeable to the taste. 1 oz. I Kittles, 
Is. 6 d .; 2 oz., 2s. 6d.

E lix ir A  vena Compound ; a  pleasant and diffusive Nerve 
Stimulant and Tonic, Is. 6d. and 2s. 6d.

E lix ir Cal ¡say n Bark ; an Invigorating Tonic, exciting 
an appetite, giving a  healthy tone to the Stomach and 
strength to the system generally. Large bottle, 5s. 

Ferreted E lix ir of Calisaya Bark ; a  delicate Iron Tonic, 
tending to improve the tone o f the Stomach and in
crease the circulation, fis. 1 Kittle.

M ay Apple B itters; an agreeable Preparation of Man
drake (Podophyllin); gently stimulating the action of 
the L iver and Excretory Functions. 4s. 6d. per liottle. 

Distilled Hamamelis; an elegant Preparation for Internal 
or External U se in Piles, Ague, Rheumatism, Burns, 
Scalds, Sores, Chilblains, Earache, Sore Eyes, N eu 
ralgia, Toothache, Wounds, ,tc. iis. liottle.

Balsam of W h ite  Pine for all kinds of Bronchial and 
L ung Diseases, Coughs, Colds, Ac. 3s.

Composition Essence ; a  Fluid Concentration of Compo
sition Pow der; adapted for all Internal Pains, or cold 
and negative conditions o f the body. Is. 6d. 

Hermann’s German Catarrh and Asthma Cure (for 
smoking) this remedy gives relief in many severe 
cases. Is. 6d. box.

Compound Alterative Mixture ; a Purifier of the Blood 
and excellent Children’s Medicine. Packet Is. Gd.

• S H A K E R ” R E M E D IE S .
The “  Shaker ” Tamar Laxative; a  Lozenge or Tablet 

mode from Tamarinds, Cassia Hyosciamin, and G ly
cerine ; agreeable to the taste and producing a  gentle 
action o f the bowels without griping or reaction. 
Box 38. 6d.

The “  Shaker ’’ Eye and E ar Ointment; one of the best 
Ointments fo r diseases of these two organs ever pro
duced. 2s. pot.

Hayden’s Viburnum  Compound; for Dysmenorrhea, 
Spasms, Colic, Cramp, Cholera Infantum, Cholera 
Morbus, Diarrhoea, and all internal pains of the 
Stomach and Bowels. Agreeable and very efficacious.

Is. 6d. and 2s. 6d. bottles.
W .  H .  T E R R Y ,

ECLECTIC AND PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMIST,
_________  84, R u 88b l l  S t r e e t , M e l b o u r n e .______________

J U S T  R E C E IV E D  F R O M  C A L C U T T A .

Theosophical Miscellanies. No. 2. Unpublished W rit
ings of Eliplias Leri. The Paradoxes of the Highest 
Science; translated from the French M.SS., by a 
Student o f Occultism. 100 pp. Price 2/

W O R K S  R E L A T IN G  T O  T H E O S O P H Y  O N  S A L E  

B Y  W .  H . T E R R Y .

The Occult W orld  ; by A . P. Simictt 6 6 .1- .1 6
Esoteric Buddhism ; hy the same. 8 G
A  Buddhist Catechism ; according to the Canon of the
Southern Church; hy H . S. Ollcott, President of the 

1 heosoplucal Society. 1 3
Theosophical Miscellanies: N o . 1___Thoughts on the

Metaphysics o f Theosophy; hy A . Sandaraiu Iyer.

Theosophical Miscellanies : No. 2.— Unpublished W rit- 
ings o f Eliphas L ev i: the Paradoxes of the Highest 
Science ; translated from the French by a  "  Student of 
Occultism. 2/

Isis Unveiled ; a  Master-key to the Mysteries of Ancient 
Science and Theology. Fifth edition, with a  Portrait 
of the Author, Madame Blavatsky. 2 vols, large 
royal 3vo., about 1400 pages, cloth extra, gold lettered. 
A  work of great research. 37 6

N E W  B O O K S  A N D  N E W  S U P P L IE S  J U S T  
R E C E IV E D .

Roustaing's Four Gospels; in 3 vols. 16 6 
The Spirits’ Book ; by A llan  Kardec. S 
Heaven and H e l l ; by same 8/
Berkley H all Lectures; by W .  J. Colville, iis.
W hat our Girls Ought to Know ; l»y M. J. Stud ley, M.D. 

6/3
Marriage and Divorce. 6d.
Society for the Suppression of Vice. Gd.
Bible Myths, and their Parallels, drawn from many 

Ancient Sources. A  valuable compilation. 20/ 
History and Origin of A ll Things ; including the H is

tory of Man from his Creation to his Finality, but not 
to his End ; written by Spirits. 10 

Youth ; its Care and Culture; by J. M. Granville (for 
both sexes). 5 .

N E W  B O O K S A N D  N E W  S U P P L IE S  J U S T  

R E C E IV E D  Ex " O R IE N T . ’’
Attempts at Truth ; by St. George Stock. .*»/6 
Pearls of the Faith ; or Islam’s Rosary ; being the ninety- 

nine lieautiful mimes of A llah, with comments in verse 
from various Oriental Sources, as made by an Indian 
Mussulman ; by Edwin Arnold. 8 

Without God : Negative Science and Natural Ethics; by 
Percy Greg. 11/6

Beliefs aliout Man ; by M. .1. Savage. 6 
Belief in God ; an Examination of some Fundamental 

Theistic Problems ; by  same. 5 6 
The Coining E ra ; by Alex. Calder. 11/6 
Serious Letters to Serious Friends ; Countess Caithness. 

3/
The Sacred Anthology : a  Book of Ethnical Scriptures ;

collected by M . 1). Conway. 13/
The Divine Government; by Southwood Smith, M.D., 

6 6
Rights o f W omen : a Comparison o f the Relative L-gu| 

Status FL the Soxes in the Chief Countries of W est 
cm  Civilisation. 3

Reasoning from Facts; G . J. Holyoake. 1/9 
Report o f General Conference of Liberal Thinkers. 1/3 
Proceedings of the Society for Psychological Research.

Part I., 2/6; Part IF. and III ,  3/ each.
Clairvoyance, or the Auto-Neotic action of the Mind, a 

Demonstration o f the Immortality o f the Soul ; Dr. 
Geo. W yld . 1 3

Reorganisation of English Institutions; Professor New 
man. 8d.

Life o f Jesus; by Ernest Renan. Paper od., 1 9

T he “ Spiritual Record."
A  M O N T H L Y  M A G A Z I N E  OK  F A C T S  A N D  
P H E N O M E N A  relating to Spiritualism ; published 
simultaneously at Glasgow and London ; contains 64 
pages of highly interesting in itt ;r, an I is fro jueatly 
Illustrated. Subscription Post-pud t> any of the O ilo- 
nies, 10 per annum.

A U S T R A L I A N  A G E N T , W . H . T E R R Y .
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S T E W A R T  & CO., P h o t o g r a p h e r s .
E A S T , M ELBO U RN E

X ' o u r  a t u d l o B
217 B O U R K E  S T R E E T

P r e m l a e a  G - r e n t l y  E n l a r g e d

Country Agents
Casllemnine— Mr. W . H. Newlands, Market Square. 
Sandhurst— Mr. Wenbonie, Pall Mall.
8ydney—Messrs. Turner & Henderson, 16 Hunter St., 

J. Dunne, 112 Bourke St., Woolloomooloo. 
Adelaide—George Robertson.
Bamawartha— F. G. Eggleston.
Tasmania (N . W. Ooast) W . B. & Oswin Button, Leven. 
Dunedin, (N , Z  )—J. Braithwaitc, Arcade.
Invercargill ( N - Z ) — E. R. Weir, News Agent, Dee-st. 
Brisbane—S. Smith it Co., 90 Queen Street. 
Launceston— Hudson & Hopwood.

Agents xoanted fo r  all parts o f  the Colony.

THE THE0S0PHI8T
A  M O N TH LY  JO U R N A L  devoted to Oriental Philo
sophy, Art, Literature, and Occutism, embracing Mes
merism, Spiritualism, and other Secret, Efrym ces.

-------
Published at Madras; conducted bytH3B.iBlavatsky.

Australian Agent—  ^  j
W. H. TE R R Y, 84 RUSSELL STR^SC ^H elbouhne. 

Subscription, 20/ per aim., Postage extra.

F> H  O  T  O  - A  R .  T .

B A T C H E L D E R  A N D  CO. ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

( E s t a b l i s h e d  1 8 5 4 ),
Execute commissions in nil styles 0» Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint— on Moderate Terms. Specimens a t address, 

____________________________-X X  O O L L I N S  S T R - P i E T  E  A .  3  T  .

M E S M E R I S M .
Instruction given in this Science for the Treatment of 
Disease, by a Mesmerist of considerable experience, and 
Operator of many years’ practice. The Therapeutic 
and Phenomenal Application o f  Mesmerism, just pub
lished, post free from author, 2/9, or at Mr. Terry’s, 2/G. 
Address: —  D h. W i l l i a m s , M.A., Odyle House, Punt 

Road, Richmond.—Consultation Free.

A t  B ijou 's , V icto ria  A rcade ,
N E A R  O P E R A  H O U SE , 

U m b re lla s . Pa raso ls

Re-covered;

3s. 6d.

Re - lined

3s. 6d.

“  L IG H T.”

A  Journal devoted to the Highest Interests o f 
Humanity, both Here and Hereafter. Published in 
London, weekly. Melloume Agent, W. H. T erry.

4d. per copy, 13/ per annum, Postage extra.

The Evidences o f  Sp iritualism ,
BY W. D. C. OENoVAN.

700 large 8vo. pages, and numerous Illustrations,

REDUCED TO lCs. PER COPY.
3 Copies, 21/-

Factory—40 Smith St., near Victoria Parade-

Postages—Victoria and Neighbouring Colonies, Is. 
See Notices in this Paper.

W. H. TE R B Y , 84 RUSSELL STREET.

SP IR ITU A L IS T IC  & FREETHOUGHT PAPERS.

The Medium, Loudon (W eekly), 12/6, per nnnum.
The Banner o f Light, the oldest American Spiritualistic and 

Freethought paper, published weekly. Subscription,22/6 per aim.
The Religio-Philosophical Journal, a tirs t-c la sB  American Weekly 

published at Chicago, U.S.A. Subscription, 17/6 per annum.
,Shaker Mauifesto, monthly, 6d., 5s. per annum.
The Voice of Angels, an interesting journal Edited by Spirits, 

published fortnightly. 10s. per annum.
The “  Theo8ophi8t," a monthly journal devoted to Oriental Philo

sophy. Occultism, Spiritualism, ire. Published at Madras, 
20/ per annum.

The 11 Spititual Record,"  monthly, 9/
L igh t for A ll. A  monthly journnl, published at San Francisco 

6/- per annum.
Herald of Progress. A weekly journal devoted to the Philosophy 

aDd Teachings of Spiritualism. Published at Newcastle. 10/ 
per atmum.

The Vaccination Inquirer, 2s. per annum.
Copies o f all the above available for subscription.

P 0 8 T A G E  E X T R A .
W. H. T e r r y , 8 4  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t .

“ THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
I H E  V IC TO R IA N  EX PO N E N T OF SP IR ITU A LISM  AND 

FRE E  THOUGHT
Subscription, Town. 5/ per annum; Country, 5/6 

Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/
Subscriptions date from September to August, and are 

payable in advance.
The “  Harbinger” may be obtained bound, 2 vols. in one, 

at 12/6
Yol8. 11 <fc 12 Now Ready.

R O B E R T  K I N G S T O N .
(PROM

SANGST KR8,

LONDON),

M A K E R  BY 

A l l O IX1 M l >T

TO H ER M AJESTY

S M 1 8 1 L L A  M A K 1 I ,
ISTo. 26 "BlO YT-A-Hj -A-IELO-A-ID HJ

S Q  a i g i n  S t r e e t ,  C a r l t o n .
Umorellns and Parnsois re-covered w ith ;, Silk, Satin Cloth 
_______________________Zaniila, and A lp a ca .___________

W. H TERRY.
Pharmaceutical and Foleotic Chemist: 

IM PO RTER  OF A M E R IC A N , ENGLISH, A N D  
IN D IA N  BO TANIC  MEDICINES.

Herbs, Roots, Barks, Seeds, and Flowers; Extracts, 
Elixirs, and Balsams.

Also, the O RG ANIC  PR E PA R A T IO N S  of Messrs. 
B. K e i t h  & Co., of New York ;

Agent for Messrs. C h e n e y  &  M y r i c k , of Boston, U .S .  
An incomplete Exhibit of whose Goods obtained 2nd 

Award at the Melb. International Exhibition. 
«3 -M E D IC IN E S  SENT BY POST TO  A L L  PARTS.

Printed by J . C.HM phoM  (tats K. Purton A  C o .,) a t  hla Omoo. 10«  S illabo -h 
w - H- T' m - *nd published hr Mm . t


