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Headers of our correspondence and contributors' 
columns will find in the letter o f  “  Pioneer," and the 
article of Dr. Eoliner, food for thought and an incentive 
to action. For a considerable time past there has been 
a lull in the public presentation o f Spiritualism in the 
metropolis, which has led to the erroneous impression 
amongst its opponents that the faith was “ dying out," 
and has made the timid and indolent Spiritualists more 
shy and apathetic than ever. The true Spiritualist o f  
the type defined by Dr. Bohner knows that there is no 
decadence o f Spiritualism, for he sees beneath the sur­
face the roots spreading and taking firmer hold, and 
perceives that the tree is only waiting for sunshine and 
rain (typified by the light and eloquence of inspired 
speakers) to burst into leaf before the eyes o f  those 
who would fain see it  wither. For the past, fifteen 
years Spiritualism has grown and flourished with more 
or less exuberance in this colony in spite o f  all the 
efforts of interested parties to crush it ; but it must be 
admitted that its most fruitful periods have been those 
when, through the influence o f  organisation, able 
speakers have presented to the public expositions of its 
facts and philosophy. That Spiritualism will continue 
to grow in Victoria under any circumstances we have 
not the slightest doubt, but the ratio o f  its growth will 
depend much upon the efforts o f  those who have the 
^ed. ] f  they sow it not, the crop will be less ; i f  they 
fail to do their part in tending the growing tree, its 
progress will be slower and its fruits less abundant.

There have been for many years past a few earnest 
workers in the spiritual vineyard, who have formed the 
nucleus o f  the various organisations that havo existed, 
and been the means o f  introducing nearly all the 
prominent speakers on Spiritualism and Freetliought 
who have appeared on the Melbourne platform ; all of

whom have subsequently visited the neighbouring 
colonies and sown the seeds o f  Spiritual truth therein. 
The efforts of these few have not met with the appro­
bation o f everybody, and some, stigmatising them as 
a “  clique,”  havo held aloof from co-operation with them, 
and by this means obtained a cheap participation in the 
benefits which they have been tho means of conferring 
upon tho community. TIioko who lmvo experience in 
Associations, whether commercial or religious, selfish or 
unselfish in their basis, know that in almost every in­
stance a few men do the practical work o f the Associ­
ation ; in them centres the intelligence and activity of 
tho executive body, by the larger portion o f  which they 
are restrained from rash action. In commercial matters 
success brings honour and pecuniary reward, in some 
wealthy religious bodies it is the same ; but in the 
Spiritualistic body tho only reward is tho consciousness 
of having done your duty as far ns it was perceptible to 
you. This has been sufficient in the past, and will he, wo 
have no doubt, in the future, to not only tho few we 
refer to, but tho many whom we trust will bo stimulated 
to more practical efforts for tho diffusion of those 
important truths which the confirmed Spiritualist is the 
possessor of.

The Victorian Association of Spiritualists are prepar­
ing for another campaign ; like the principal Church 
organisations o f  this country, they are constrained to go 
abroad for tho necessary talent to adequately represent 
Spiritualism and its concomitants— Frcothought and 
Social Progress ; they have secured the services of two 
able speakers, o f w cld -w idc celebrity, and are in treaty 
for a third, so that erelong those who have been hun­
gering for spiritual food will he fed abundantly. I f  the 
letter and articlo we have referred to have their legiti­
mate effect, tho Association will not lack assistance in 
carrying through their contemplated work, and keeping 
the Melbourne platform occupied by able and eloquent 
exponents o f  the spiritual philosophy, whose services 
will also be available for the provinces und neighbouring 
colonies. The old adage o f the “  Bundle o f  Sticks ”  
applies in this instance ; though the “  bundle”  as it is is 
not large, there are some tough sticks amongst it, and 
although they may bend with the strain that is some­
times put upon them, they will not be readily broken;
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□ovortbcloss, it is dishonoit and cowardly for those who 
approve o f the coureo pursued to withhold their aupport 
and assistance, and wo trust that those who hnvo 
thoughtlessly done so will now coino forward, and by 
somo sterling work compensate in tho futuro lor the 
shortcomings o f  the past.

Our remarks have been directed to Victorian Spiritual- 
ists, but thoy apply with equal force to our brethren in 
tho neighbouring colonies. Hitherto they have de­
pended solely upon Victoria for their lecturers, and in 
tho present instance thoy will, doubtless, have tho 
benefit o f the talent the Victorian Association are now 
introducing. I f  they are not disposed to co-operate with 
Victoria directly, they might by organisation act in 
reciprocity, and send us au occasional "  missionary”  of 
tho right stamp in return for tho many we have fur- 
nished them with. By combined or reciprocal action, 
an ample supply o f speakers and reliable media might 
be obtained until such time as the growth o f the move­
ment renders us independent o f foreign aid. Let those 
who see the force o f what wo lmvo said, not lay it 
asido till to-morrow, or wait for somo one else to tako 
tho initiative, but act promptly and take the first stops 
to organise for the work in view. There are plenty of 
“ sticks”  in all the principal cities to make a strong 
buudle, and ho who first gathers them together will 
undoubtedly have his reward.

FAM ILIAR LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM.

"  Million« of Spiritual rrenture* walk the earth 
Unseen, both when wc sleep ami when we wnkc."

•'Go d  is  a  Srm iT."

H espected Fbiend,— Ero I proceed to a further con. 
eideration o f tho all-important subject upon which I 
nddrctiBcd you recently, I wlah to refer to the objection 
you Imre rawed to tho way in which I hare spoken o f 
Christianity. You do not like to think that it can bo 
possible that the system o f Christianity should either 
he found unfitted for the work it has been understood 
to cfleet smong mankind, or that it should eror bo 
superseded by any other system, much less by Spiritu- 
alt.in. Now 1 can easily understand your anxiety in 
th "  respect, because it must bo apparent to you that 
the Christian system has not got that hold upon tho 
raco at largo which its advocates so earnestly dosiro • 
and, moreover, that it is rather losing than gnininr 
ground in the world. Those two facts are so manifest 
to the thoughtful observer, that I am not surprised tho 
so-cnUcd Christian Church is beginning to feel anxious 
about tho permanence of its system. But I  would bavo 
you reflect that this has boon tho fate o f  tho creat 
religious systems o f  the past. During probably many 
thousands o f generations in tho history o f  mankind 
ay.toms after system, hare ariscn-brought men undei 
their influence, spread then- triumph, far and wide, pro. 
dneed results which at tho tune were regarded ns tho 
direct operation* of tho supernalural—and thon, after
had "in of»« P"”' 1“ " "  «"<1 run their courses,
1"!! 8 1V0 to somo otlior systom more in keepiiii!
with tho mental and spiritual necessities o f  man; or, to 
any tho least o f it, thoso great religious systems o f  the 
world which were conceived to be miraculously intro- 
dneed and established among men, hare been, from time 
to tipo.ao far modified that their changed aspects make 
thea. appear as new system, altogether. This is evident 
from the study o f  the past history o f  China, India' 
Egypt, Kurope and other parte o f the world. Now this 
bung so, in what respect can the Christian system he

expected to escape that universal law of progre** wk|cu 
with new light and tho development o f new process^ 
o f thought, muet havo the effect o f  producing change, 
rendered necessary by tho advance o f man along tho 
lino o f an inevitable growth. Moreover, I  would re­
mind you that evon Christianity, during its progrou 
through the past eighteen centuries, has so chanced it« 
nspoct that to-day there is little i f  any point of a¡m¡. 
larily with the form which it assumed either during what 
are called apostolic times, or during many subsequent 
periods o f its history. I would again then urgo upon 
vour consideration that either the Christian system will 
bo still further modified by circumstances over which 
men have no control, or that it w ill give placo entirely to 
Borne other system more in accord with tho necessities 
o f man as a growing and advancing agent. And I do 
not see what objection thoro can be to this ; ©von though 
tho most cherished sontiments o f  Christian people 
should be found to havo bccomo inadequate, if in p|¿¡6 
thereof you become possessed o f a higher and more 
harmonising form o f religious belief. The grand aim 
which we should all encourage is to bring mankind 
more into harmony with the known or discoverable laws 
o f nature, wherein tho Infinite Being manifests His 
will, and thus raise tho tone o f  society, aud place it 
ou a better and more satisfactory b^sis, by this means 
fulfilling the ends o f earth life more fully mid com- 
plololy, and thus prepare for tho life beyond the gravo.

Now in view o f this, ns an advocate o f what is 
termed “  Modern Spiritualism,”  I wish to set before 
you, iu as clear and distinct a light as I  can, tho throe 
following topics: First—-What Spiritualism is; second, 
what it proposes to do for mankind at large ; third, by 
what means this is to bo effected. These three divisions 
will embrace all that I have to deal with in my present 
and subsequent communications.

What it Spiritualitm ?  Tho very mention of this 
term in the prcsonco o f  many persons is quite sufficient 
to at once banish tho exorcise o f that calm spirit of 
enquiry which should bo applied to every question affect­
ing man’s well-being, or the conditions o f  his nrosent 
and future life, and to oxcite a toirent o f  invective and 
a wholesale condemnation. Unheard, Spiritualism is st 
once declared to be antagonistic to the best interests of 
mankind, and the enemy o f  Ood ; indeed, nothing less 
than a device o f tho devil to oppose the work o f Ood in 
the world for the salvation o f the race, and so to ruin 
man. I need but remind you that this has boon tho foto 
o f all new systems o f religion throughout tho past. 
Evory new phasoof truth which has appeared to correct 
thut which was in vogue at. the time, has been opposed 
and condemned as Spiritualism now is Whilo if, on 
the other hand, such persons would reflect, and, yielding 
to that heaven-given reason which they are supposed to 
possess, enquire into tho merits o f  this new system, or 
rather, a most ancient system newly revired, they would 
then find that there were grounds for a more careful 
examination, and that in place o f  injurious, it possesses 
qualities o f  the most desirable and advantageous cha­
racter ; a God-givon benediction to the children of mon; 
tho complement o f  tho blessing contained iu tho mission 
o f tho Jewish Reformer, who taught o f  God, and human 
brotherhood, and tho lovo o f  tho one Futlior o f man­
kind.

Spiritualism present« to another class o f  persons— 
materialists— an cvidonco o f  the vain attempt to defioe 
a life beyond the grave. The materialist does not 
believe in such a continuance o f  conscious and indi­
vidual life ; bis motto is : "  Let us eat aud drink for to­
morrow we die aud when we die there will bo an end 
o f  us ! Now, I  scarcely know by what process it would 
bo possible to convince such persons that they may nftor 
all bo mistaken, or to explain what Spiritualism really 
is ; because there remaius, as far as they are concornod, 
no basis on which to build when the future life is denied 
in toto. The very utmost we could do would bo to 
endeavour to awaken within them those innate ideas 
which I  believe are bidden in the folds o f /very one’s 
being, by which moans they might be led (o  see that 
it was just possible human existence is ndt only inde­
pendent o f  the fleshly body, but capable of continuing 
indefinitely under othor conditions. This is tho only
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ground on which Spiritualism has boon the means of 
Lgcuinc men from a gross matendnm, and it is the 
,' r which must ever be used to raise thorn out o f  the 
■lounh of despond into which wo hcliovo they have 
fallen With all rouped for the expressed belief o f  my 
materialistic friend. I  do not think ho is altogether satis­
fied with his position, or that he is not at times the 
•object of doubt. Besides, the genuine materialist— I 
might say the intellectual and moral materialist— who 
regards human life on earth as containing all the ma­
terials for the happiness o f man as a conscious being, 
could havo no objection to the possibility of that life to 
which ho professes to attach so much importance being 
continued under other circumstances alter the fall of 
the physical frame. For, supposing tho life-principle 
whicn now animates him can, under moro favourable 
circumstances, continuo to do its work, should not this 
rather bo a pleasant than an unpleasant thought? I  am 
quilo aware that his objections are based on what he 
believes tho utter impossibility o f tho continuance o f 
the lifo-principlo to perform its part soparato from the

i ysical frame; but even this conclusion may yet be 
jnd from his own standpoint to bo a fallacy when 

knowledge shall have taken another strido into tho more 
occult aspect o f  man's nature. It seems to me to bo 
an utter contradiction o f  the exiotenco o f  mind at all 
to deny it the possible achievement o f reaching a stand­
point beyond tho mere materialistic position. And it is 
a well-known fact that some o f  tho most pronounced 
materialists, having made the attempt to reach that 
higher point, have gained it, and boon led to accept the 
spiritual aspect o f man’s existence, and become con­
firmed therein.

We would appeal, therefore, to our materialistic 
friend to make such an examination o f  this subject as 
shali lead him into a fairer prospect of human existence, 
and the belie! o f aj more extended and favourable con- 
tinuanre o f  the lifc-principle than ho has hitherto 
admitted. It will be found that Spiritualism exactly 
meet* the want o f  such persons, and will prove the 
lever to raise them, as well as others, on to a higher 
plane of the material life even.

Spiritualism, then, in its simplest form ns a system 
claiming tho attention and regard o f overy thoughtful 
person, involves that state o f  mind and deposition of 
will which, on tho one hand, grasps tho roalities of 
man's higher nature in its relation to God and the 
future; and then purposes to regulate tho conduct in 
harmony with nil those conclusions which hence arise. 
To s|»citk o f it in general terms it may bo described as 
tho connecting link between the external and the in­
ternal consciousness in m an; and also the means by 
which man travels by an inductive process from the 
grosser to tho more refined elements o f  nature and the 
univeroo ; and so to the Infinito Creator o f  all things ; 
and then to a clearer knowledge o f himself os an indi­
vidual element of that universe. Spiritualism is in fact 
that exercise o f tho reason in relation to tlioso hidden 
things o f nature and man which aro believed to underlie 
»11 thepalpableobjectsofmaterialist*sense; tliatscienco 
o f mind whereby, as a writer in the New Tostninent 
snirms, tho things which arc spiritual bccomo familiar 
to the natural mind ; the harmonising o f tho dual nature 
01 mnn. ®nd thus the perfecting o f his being for all tho 
Purposes o f a successful and happy life.

Bo much in general terms; a fuller and moro com­
plete definition o f what Spiritualism is, I must defer 
to my next opportunity.

Tour well wisher,
H . J. B.

Melbourne, May, 1831.

C o  Corrcspouîifuts.
Communication» fo r  interlion in this Journal thould be 

plainly written, and at concise at possible.

CHRIST—GOD OR MAN?

TO TH E  UMTOB OF THE " l l A iiNGEB o r  i.t(inr

Tn* Banner o f  Light o f  March 10th, contains a por- 
trait and biography o f  Mr. W. Rglinton, tho celebrated 
“ atorialising medium, who is now on a professional 
T,,u to the United States. Mr. Eglinton’s reputation 
J“ * "^diiim stands high in England, tho various tests 
no has passed through having secured him the confidence 
•nd support o f  many prominent Spiritualist» there. His 
opening séances at Boston, U.S., have been most sue 
«••ful.

Sib ,—I do not know if “  F. B." intends to reply to the 
letter o f "  U nit" in your last number, but il not I 
should like, as a trinistor o f  grace and one pledged'to 
maintain and defend "th o  faith once delivered to the 
saints,”  to be allowed a few comments upon "  Unit's’’ 
remarkable contribution to tho literature o f thcolngr. 
Your correspondent,'though attacking u doctrine held 
by the Church Universal, screens himself behind n 
pseudonym : b;it this want o f manly courago on his part 
shall not envo his sophistries from exposure.

While complaining o f P. B.'s unfaiuiliarity with Uni- 
tarian literature, he clearly shows his own ignorance o f 
the literature on the other side, by putting"forth such 
arguments and quoting such texts as he does. I will 
now follow his positions.

1- “  I and tho Father are One." “  Unit" says tho one- 
nesa here implied is "  Unity o f feeling and purpose, not 
identity o f persons." First, I  would ask, How do you 
know that ? and secondly, I  remark that by this exposi. 
tion “  Unit" stultifies himself, because it implies tho 
deity o f Christ, or else the roost intolerable presumption 
on bis part. Just imagine a  mere human boing declar­
ing that his feelings and intentions were identical with 
God’ s !  Whatever, thou, the interpretation, the infer­
ence is inevitable that cither Jesus placed himself, as 
F. B. says, "  on n level with God,”  i. e., claimed deity, 
or else was blaspheming.

2. "  Before Abraham was, I  am "  Hero "U nit"  lakes 
a flight into tho regions o f  metaphysics, and tells u* 
that the existence o f  Jesus prior to Abraham was ’"purely 
subjective" and not real, and tries to bolster up tho 
absurd argument by on irrelevant allusion to a passage 
that occurs in quito another part o f the sacred volume. 
But he evidently felt the weakness, if not tho dishonesty, 
o f such a method o f  interpretation, for ho introduced it 
at tho fag end o f his nrgumont. His chief reply is that 
the pre-exittencc which the text named by F. B. clearly 
taught, "  does not necessarily imply ‘ deity.’ "  Indeed ! 
Certainly it may not imply deity or anything else to tho 
astute and "advanced" intellect of “ Unit, but it did 
to the Scripture writers. It is absurd to talk about the

Platonic’’ idea influencing the religious thought of 
Judaism." Will "U n it" kindly inform ua o f  anyone 
mentioned in the Scriptures whose pre-existence is 
spoken of. Tho pro existence o f  our Lord is unique, 
and indicates his divinity.

3. “ Jesus was crucified because he claimed to bo 
the Christ." So says our Sir Oracle, and hero ho again 
stultifies himself and admits tho very point ho is con­
testing. Doctor John Cummicg records what evory ono 
knows is an indisputable fact when ho says, "The Jews 
showed that by tho titlo 1 Son o f God’ they understood 
essential deity." Now none can dispute who havo read 
their New Testament at all, that the terms "  Christ”  and 
« Son o f God ’’ are again and again used interchange­
ably. Jesus then, in claiming, as “ Unit" admits bo docs, 
to be "  Christ" or "  Son o f God," clearly claims to be 
deitv. Hence your correspondent is "hoist by his own 
petard." Will "U n it" tell me why, i f  Jesus did not 
claim to bo God, why did the Jews pay, “  For a good 
work wo stone theo not; but for blasphemy; and 
because that thou, being a man, makett thyse\J Qod T"  
(John x. 33.)

4. "  My Fathor is greater than I ."  "  Unit" ovidontly 
thinks that this toxt is to settle the whole controversy, 
and yet he cannot bo ignorant that tho Christian Church 
has always consistently taught that the human nature in 
Christ Jesus is lower than the divine nature, and lower 
than the Father. Is is uot rather ingenious ol "  Unit" 
to trumpet forth this text just as though CbristiaL* 
never recognised the humanity o f the Saviour P
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5. "  Why cal lest thou me good ? there M none good 
but one, that is God." This text also ia supposed to 
he proof positive that Jeaua disclaimed deity. But 
perhaps "  Unit’ ’ is not aware that the Smaitic and 
and Vatican MSS. give a different rendering o f the 
passage, narnelv, "  Why askeat thou mo concerning what 
!* good? lie  that is good is One." Keen, however, 
taking our familiar version, "  Unit" gams nothing, for 
the emphasis is obviously on tho word "  Why,”  and not 
on "M e ."  Christ sought to elicit tho young mans 
views of his character and person, and whotlior lie really 
considered Jesus entitled to the designation o f "good, 
or addressed him so merely in flattery.

I have now met all “ Units" arguments,and will sub- 
mit Ibr his consideration these six well-known toxts:

(1 )  »  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
apiwnring o f Jesus Christ, our Great God and Saviour." 
—Titus ii. 18. .

(2 )  "  Through the righteousness o f Jesus Christ, our 
God nnd Saviour." 2 Peter i. 1.

In theso two passages I give tho correct rendering of 
tho Greek, nnd am endorsed by that omiuont scholar, 
Dr. Cumming.

(8 ) "  Christ came, who is ono over all, God, blessed 
for ovor."—Homans ix. 5.

(4.) Thomas said to him, "M y Lord and my G od."— 
John xx. 18.

(5.) "  The Word was God . . . .  and was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us," &c.—John i. 1 to 14.

(6.) " Y o  shall see the Son o f Mau ascend up to 
whero he was before."

Let "  Unit" look these proof-texts honestly, manfully 
in tho face, and not quibble or evado their force and 
obvious meaning.

Thanking you, Sir, for allowing mo so much space, 
nnd hoping that your readers may all bo brought to the 
knowledge o f the truth, I am, &c ,

STEPHEN JENNINGS.
Ilcidvlborg, lltb  May.

TABLE TELEGBAP1IY.

TO TH E  EDITOR OF TH E  "  U&BDINOEB OF L IO H T ."

Sir,—A short time ago in company with ono or two 
frionds. I commenced an investigation o f tho phenomena 
o f  Table Talking. W e have always assumed that we 
have been in communication with the spirit« o f the dead, 
nnd have held many conversations, mostly o f  no great 
importance, but which in several instances have enabled 
us to trace tho correctness o f the statements made in re­
gard to name, date o f death, profession, etc., although 
in no case wore the parties known to any o f us.

At a recent seance the results woro o f so peculiar a 
nature that I venture to ask you to givo thorn publicity 
iu your journal Having asked tho usual questions as 
to identity wo were told that the namo o f the spirit was 
Jeremiah Horrocks, that he lived at Toxteth Park, 
Liverpool, that he was aD astronomor and died 250 years 
ago. On being asked to give us a message he said 
“ Crabtree is here, on earth I never saw him." I asked • 
who was Crabtree? Ans.— A  friend. Q. Why do you 
tell us this ? Ans — Because writers lie, they say we did 
meet. Q When you tell us that writors lio are we to 
understand that you are acquainted with astronomical 
discoveries since your time— for instance do you know 
o f Nowton and his discoveries? An».—No. Q. How 
then do you know that writors lio? Ans.— Mediams 
(spelled mediams) so called, have told mo. Crabtreo 
zealous to see me but never did. Wo then asked i f  he 
had anything else to communicate when ho said,—Transit 
o f Venus mine. This message ended tho seance.

Now, on talking over this conversation we none o f  us 
had the slightest idea what it was all about. Horrocks 
Longcloth. being the nesrest spprotch wo could make to 
the name, and as to Crabtree and his meeting with 
Horrocks, we came to the conclusion that even if he did 
c o t  meet that gentleman it was an event wo should never 
haro an opportunity o f  proving. Next day, however, I 
wont to the public library where I  consulted Maunders 
Treasury, and read.- "Jeremiah Horrox, an English 
Astrouomor, was born at Toxtetb, in Lancashire, about

1619. H o was the first who observed the transit of 
Venus over the sun’s disk. Ho formed a theory o f Lun«r 
motion, which Nowton did not disdain to adapt, his prw. 
mature death, which was a real loss to science, took place 
soon after ho had attained the age o f 21 years."

Tho following is from the Encyclopmdia Brittanies, 
under tho article Astronomy. “  Luxenberg, a Flemish 
mathematician, published in 1632 a set o f astronomical 
tables, which, though filled with inaccuracies, rendered 
good service to science by apprising Horrox o f the transit 
o f Venus ovor the sun’s disk, which that young astronomor 
and his friend Crabtreo bad the satisfaction o f observing 
on tho 24th. o f  November, 1639. They were tho first 
who ever witnessed that rare phenomenon."

As wo havo no ono to compare notes with on the sub­
ject I  shall bo glad to know i f  it is customary to hold 
communication with spirits who have lived so long sgo. 
W e once held a talk with a spirit who lived in Edinburgh 
in Queen Mary's time, and who would’nt believe the two 
kingdoms were united. H e asked us,—lias fighting 
ceased ? And when told that one Prince ruled over both 
kingdoms and had done so for centuries, his comment 
was,— "  Advise moro sonse."

The whole subject Booms very mysterious; but our littlo 
parly nro only at the A.B.C. o f the scienco and are 
anxiously awaitiug more light.

I  am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant, 

ENQUIRER.
[The period o f a spirit's departure from earth is not 

a criterion o f its status in the spirit world, some make 
more progress iu a year than others in a contury. It is 
not an uucomuion thing for spirits who have been cen­
turies in the spirit world to communicate, and those who 
aro iu tho habit o f  doing so generally acquaint themselves 
with the most salient points o f  history, but spirits whoso 
attention has been for tho first time attracted to tho 
earth, are ignorant o f what has transpired on its surlnce 
since they loft it. W o are credibly informed that there 
are vast uumbors o f spirits as ignorant o f  the fact that 
a system o f telegraphy has beeu established between tho 
two worlds as most mortals are, but when their attention 
is drawn to it thoy are far less difficult to convinco than 
their brothers on this side.— Ed. H . o f  Lt.]

ORGANISATION.

TO TH E  E DITOB OF TH E  “  H AB B IN Q E B  O F  L IO nT ." 

Sib ,—Spiritualism, or any other “  ism," cannot hope to 
retain its place with the people unless it works nnd wins 
success by its own effort«. The spirit-world does not 
countenance laziness, nnd only helps those who honestly 
help themselves. Iu this course there is wisdom, and, as 
nature has so constituted every living croature that 
exertion and exorcise ore as necessary to tho healthful 
enjoyment o f  life, and to a sharo o f  tho bounties of 
Providenco as nir and water are to their sustenance, 
thero is in all this a beautiful adaptation to our circum­
stances in this material sphere o f  being; a means to an 
end guides us in all else by the Supreme Intelligence 
pervading the uni verso. The ecclesiastical organisations 
o f the past and present, therefore, are not more chance 
affairs, as some may suppose them to bo, but aro as 
much controlled by law as any other institution o f man, 
and as intimately associated with his being and pro­
gress. Hence their influence for good or for evil ovor 
Lis destinies for ngos. Spiritualism, too, is not horo by 
chance any more than the others, but has appeared na a 
necessity o f  tho ago, and jn  answer to tho yearnings of 
struggling humanity after a higher state o f  being. It« 
apostles, prophet«, aud votaries aro, therefore, called 
upon to como to the front and play a  prominent 
part in the work o f  human redemption now gome 
forward everywhere. Spiritualism is not, I would 
remind them, a negative system; it is full o f fire 
and forco, nnd capable o f  being propelled in the 
direction of swooping practical reforms for tho amelior­
ation oi the social condition o f  the masses, and of 
raising and olovnting them in the social scale. Theo­
retical Spiritualism has no part in such a work as this, 
and noithor appreciates nor understands it. I t  is o f the
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rth earthy, and merely lives for its selfishness and 
Gratification o f the senses. The Spiritualism o f  this 
Snturv if it would retain ita position and vitality, must 
march'to the front and becomo aggressive, striking down 
with giant power the artificial and unnatural social, 
political, and religious systems, growing up and firmly 
establishing themselves amongst us, and which, like the 
upas tree, or the deadly cancer, are eating away the 
«itals o f the community. I f Victorian Spiritualists 
„¡,h  to mould the destinies o f  these Australian colonies, 
thev must organise, organise, organise ! and take up 
their cross like the spiritual teachers o f  old did, thereby 
making their influence felt in tho Parliament, (ho Press, 
and the Pulpit, and, above all, in ever? household in the 
land. They must in their daily lives live spiritual lives, 
thus creating a magnetic aura around them, and bringing 
to their sphere, en rapport with them, the truo and the 
good of heaven’s immortalised ones to aid them in their 
work. As things are at present—so low has public 
morality becomo on the part o f many—tlmt vice is 
dressed up as virtue; gamblers, adulterers, drunkards, 
and other unprincipled schemers, occupy positions o f 
trust and honour iu the land, and virtue, pure maid that 
she is, looks on abashed and affrighted, unable to stem 
the torrent o f iniquity, or to turn the tido in her own 
favour. The social evil is spreading, and thousands of 
our young are being diivcn to a life o f infamy and shame 
by reason o f  tho fast lives o f their parents and the 
neglect o f parental control over their young minds and 
actions. Fashionable religion passes by on tho other 
side, and refuses to look upon i t ; but God understands, 
ami a day o f reckoning will come upon all such, as a 
thief in the night. Spiritualism, I say, therefore, if it is 
to take the place o f the present effete systems, must 
gird up its loins for the fight and prepare for work. If 
it is to be the religion o f  the future, it must show itself 
worthy ot the position by its self-denial and sacrifices 
for the human family. Is it prepared to take up its 
cross and perform such a work as this ? What answer 
is it to give ?

PIONEER.
May 12th, 1*81.

MESSAGE DEPARTMENT.
[The following Messages arc given through the organization of 

Mr. George Spriggs, by invisible intelligences protesting to 
be the Spirits of human beings who formerly inhabited 
physical body in this world. They come spontaneously whilst 
the Medium is in an abnormal state called a ‘ Trance," and 
are taken down as spoken by an amanuensis. They are pub­
lished, not nlono for their intrinsic interest, but in the hope 
that some of them will attract the attention of those to whom 
they arc addressed ]

There is a lady named Mrs. Gilbert who has invited 
mo to give you a message. I  can truly express myself 
as very happy in spirit lifo. Long before I passed away 
tho intense suffering and pain anndo me wish to dopart 
and be with tho high and holy ones. My doar aunt, in 
»11 my affliction», was like an angel to soothe, succour, 
aod help mo in all my physical wants. I  felt indeed 
that I could cast all my care on God, and as to tho future 
I had no doubt. As soon as I bad left the earth, I met 
my dear father and other relations. I  need hardly tell 
you the lovo 1 felt for them, and they for mo. I t  was, 
indeed, a reuniting o f  us again, and quickly did my 
father show mo, the beauties o f  the spirit world. He 
took me to his homo, and there I  met a number o f ac-

Saaintaoces All seemed so natural, and yet to beauti- 
il, and different to their former appearance, yet I could 

•asilj recoguise them, and my dear parents made many 
anxious inquiric» about my darling aunt. Oh, if I  could 
but send bora little token ot my love, to let her know 
bow ¡appreciate her kindness to me during my sufferings, 
•ad that the (riendship which was formed in earth-life 
u  fanned into a great flame. I f  you should happen to 
know my aunt, givo her my ever kind love. My aunt is 
®»med Miss F. Hodgson, Blake cottage, Bedford Street, 
Hotbam. Toll her, please, not to be afraid, I  am the 
•»me as in the earth life, only in a glorified state. God

doos pormit us to leave our homes, and whisper messages 
to those on earth, and it gives us h»ppine~ when we are 
able to communicate. I am much obliged to vou, and 
also to other friends for allowing me to speak. Mar 
God bless all.

JANE ALICE HABKLINA THUHLOW.

Good morning.— Idi.t night the kind friends gave me 
an invitation to attend your circle this morning. 1 ha»« 
often wished that I could send a message to my d--nr 
child. When I  think o f her my soul seems to feel more 
than I can express in love towards her. I think of tho 
happy time when I used to nurse her, and when wo u-cd 
to play together. Death shut out all communication 
and exchange o f thoughts, and exprcs-oons o f love and 
kind feeling. 1 wish we had more circles where we could 
give expression to our thoughts, but I expect it is the 
same with this as with all truths, they must grow slowly. 
My daughter’s name is Rebecca. My name is—

CHARLES KING, Wodonga.

Please can I  send a message to my mother and father P 
When I died my mother cried very much. I qnuld hoar 
and sec her, but could not speak to her. Very »«on 
some one carried me away from my body. I felt quito 
light and well. She took me to a very nice homo, and 
a number of little children came to meet me. I fell so 
happy, and I  asked them to let me repeat my prayers 
which my mother taught me. In heaven I am happy. 
Wo all play and sing, and the little children love each 
other. We have no naughty littlo children here, but 
only good children, and those who love God. Tell my 
mother I have more beautiful things here than I had on 
earth. Everything is so bright and pure, that only 
to look at them would inako you happy. 1 have grown 
since I last saw iny mother, and the kind angels teach 
me. Please ask my mother to go to a circle in her towu, 
and I will try to talk more to her. Thank you for letting 
me come.

M ARY KATE CARTER.

Good morning.—  I have been informed that this is 
the place to give messages. Mr. Rudd o f Yackandandah 
told me that i f  I came hero I could talk to you ou earth. 
I have not had much experience in talking, so you must 
excuse me i f  I make mistakes. My wife and I passed 
into tho spirit world at the same time. Mine was a 
painful death, and it would bo impossible for mo to tell 
you all the agonies 1 suffered. However, I  soon de­
parted, and arriving in spirit life, I beheld my wife in 
a perfect body My own body was also perfect. I 
looked back and saw the jagged remains o f my own form. 
I lookod at my now form, and could not help thanking 
God for such happy deliverance. My life in tho spirit- 
world has been ono successive march o f development. 
Kind and noble friends are willing to assist us, Mid 
many receive their kind teachings. 1 shall come to >ou 
again ahortiy. I  shall bo able to speak more freely uext 
time. W ILLIAM  HOW ARD, Wodonga.

REFLECTION*.

The splendour o f  tbe poet’s lyre,
The eloquence o f  fame ;

Tbe spirit’s intellectual fire,
The glory and the name;

The eagle wing that leaves behind 
The proud stare in its flight;

Tbe power, tho energy, tbe mind 
Unutterably bright;

The heart that sings ita own bright song,
And loves its own sweet Strain ;

Imagination's gorgeous hue,
That rainbow o f  the brain :

Are all but transcripts o f ono truth,
Reflections o f one way,

That speak to man, and hint to youth 
O f Future, Dust, Decay ! 

fW e are credibly informed that the above beautiful 
poem was received through the mediumibip c f  ayouDg 
girl at Brisbane.—E d. R . £ .]
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TUB LIBERAL ASSOCIATION OF N E W  SOOTH 
WALES.

Siser. our loader woe in typo wo lmvo rocoivod with 
BotiafucCion the rules of on Association just formed at 
Srdnov under tho title o f “ Tho Libjrnl Association ol 
New Soulli Wales," most o f tho oflicora an l com- 
inittoo o f which aro gontlomcn whoso namoahai'O boon 
iirominoritly associated withSpiritualuinand Free thought 
in tho sister colony. The following extract« from the 
rules present, in a concise form, tho basis and objects 
o f iho Association:—

1. T he v n 'r c r t t l  B ro therhood o f M ao.
2. T lic i .h e rcn l rig h t o f a l l  in d iv id u a l. to  ho ld . p rac tise . aod

piocl .¡in  any  op in ions, o n  a ll sub ject*  w hatsoever, w hich  
th e ir  conscien tious convictions m ay  dem and  ; a lw ay s p ro ­
v id e !  th a t  th is  is done in  such  n  m anner a* m ay  in d u co  no 
breach  o f th e  p u b lic  peace, o r  in te rfe re  in  any  w ay w ith  

th o  like lib e rty  o f others.
3 . T h e  d u ty  o f every ind iv idual to  conserve a n d  m a in ta in  th is

L iberty .
4 . T he suprem e a u th o rity  o f d em onstra ted  F a c t—F id e lity  to

K now ledge.
6. A sp ira tion  a f te r  th e  h ig h e s t M orality .
6 . R espect fo r  k n ow n  W orth .
7. T he S an c tity  o f T ru th .
8 . T h e  R m nnci|u ition  o f wom an.
9 . T h e  r ig h t o f everyone to  th e  P roduct o f h is  ow n Laboui

10. Com plete Secu la risa tion  o f th e  S tate .
C. T he ob jec ts  o f th e  A ssociation sh n ll be

1. T o  w atch  th e  course o f E ven ts , and  be ready  n l  a ll tim es to
offer th rough its executive, th e  ncccsm ry  opposition  to  any 
en croachm en t upon , o r  res tric tio n  to  general lib e r ty  ; 
h a v in g  especial reference to  such  a s  allée» th e  re lig ious con ­
v ic tions o f th o se  concerned .

2. T o  provide prem ises, supplied  w ith  usefu l l ite ra tu re , w here
L ib e ra ls  o f a l l  shades can  m ee t to g e th e r fo r  social in te r ­
course.

3 . To a is ts t  in  m a in ta in in g  S unday  even ing  L ectures.
4. T o  re n d e r  aasistancc  b y  advice, o r  o th e rw ise , to  th o se  w ho

su ffer in  consequence o f th e ir  opinions.
G. T o  prom ote th e  ex tension  o f C ivil an d  Religious L ib e r ty  by 

n il su itab le  m eans.
6 . T he ex tension  o f .Sunday F reedom , w hile l im itin g , os fa r  »9 

possible, S unday  Labour.

Tho foregoing must commend themselves to all ra­
tional progressionists, and, i f  thn first aro adhered to, 
ami the second energetically acted upon must enovitably 
accelerate the moral progress o f the people. We wish 
the new Association every success.

"S m iT tU L  Philosophy"  is tho titlo o f a volume 
just published, and on sale at the office o f  tho Harbinger. 
It is a neat crown octavo volume, in cloth binding, and 
consists o f a series o f  communications from Sweden­
borg, and a lato clergyman o f  Melbourne. A portion 
o f  tho contents o f this volurno has appearod in the 
Harbinger: in its extended form it presontH a compact 
and readable treatise on Spiritual Philosophy. This 
work aims at the correction o f  tho theological dogmas 
current in tho teachings ol our church institutions; and 
also furnishes rules lor the better conducting o f  the 
daily lifo on earth. A  considerable portion o f the 
vulumo refers to the after-life, its conditions, advantages 
and tho preparation necessary for cutcring upon it. A 
enroful study o f this book by a thoughtful mind cannot 
fail to result in spiritual refreshment and vigour. I t  ia 
indoed, moro especially a book for thoughtful students- 
and to such persons its statement o f spiritual truth’ 
and its lesrons for daily life, will bo acceptable and 
helpful in the progress to tho next stago o f conscious 
exi-tonco. Tho volume, which sustains au instructive 
rather than a controversial character, consists o f  two 
parts, and possesses the advantage ol a copious index 
for reference to the prominent ideas contained in the 
work. A s a  volume on spiritual subjects we shall be 
glad to know it has a large sale, and proves interesting 
and profitable to a large class o f  readers.

TH E W A Y -M A R K S O F A  PILGRIM.

{Concluded.)
Ox the roturn o f  tho Pilgrim from his second tour around 
the world (tho notos o f  which have not yot boon givon 
to the public), ho published in London, in 1878, tho two 
following named pamphlets:

“  B u d d h is m  a s d  C tiB iS T iA tirrr  F a c e  t o  P a ck  ; or An 
Oral Discussion between the Rev. Migettuwatte a 
Buddhist Priest, and Rev. D  Silva, an E iglish clergy, 
man. Held at Pantura, Ceylon. With an Introduction 
and Annotations by J. M. Peebles, M .D ." 100 p»ges.

“  C ii b is t  t i i e  C on x E B -S ro x E  o f  S p ib it u a l is m .”  32 
pages.

O f the first o f  those it may be remarked that while 
the discussion roported possess a  curious interost to both 
English and American readers as a specimen o f priestly

Sdemies at the antipodos, yet it is not calculated to pro. 
ace a very lofty impression o f  either tho disputants or 

the system dofondod on either side. Its tone much re­
sembles that o f  tho shallow controversies o f  bigoted theo- 
logical partisans in Christian lands, whose chiof aim is 
to bespatter each other with mud. It throws vory little 
light on tho real merits o f  cither Buddhism or Ckristj. 
anity. The chief value of the pamphlet is in tho contri­
butions o f  tho Pilgrim which afford some satisfactory 
information rclativo to Gautama Buddha, tho great 
Indian reformer o f nntc-Christiin times, and his self- 
abnegativo teachings.

The second pamphlet above named, or rathor its title, 
proved a very bomb-sheli in the camp o f tho "anti- 
Christian”  wing o f Spiritualists in this country—those 
who had sotllod it in their own minds that "  no good 
cancomo out o f  Nazareth,”  and it was sonewhat o f a 
surprise even to those who honor the name o f Josus. 
.Some would have it that our Pilgrim had iugloriously 
returned to tho husks o f  an effete Christianity which he 
had once renounced and denounced. But tho careful 
reader saw that ho was only endeavoring to make a just 
and proper, though by no mians new, discrimination 
between the offonsivo husks and the evcr-nut-iiioui 
kernel.

After adducing some additional and very strong, if not 
conclusive, evidenco o f tho historical existenco o f Jesus, 
derived from tho Talmud and other Jewish soured, and 
citiug tho cs'.imalos o f  mauy distinguished men, includ­
ing eovcral prominent American Spiritualists, of tho 
Reformor o f Naziroth, Dr. Peebles procoods iu this 
pamphlet to show that the term Christ was originally no 
part o f the proper name o f  the man Jesus, but merely a 
title indicating his mesHiahship, or that ho was anointed, 
divinely consecrated and illumined as a teacher o f truth— 
as doubtless many othors have been. The Christ ho 
defines as “ that divine efflux, that aural sphere o f per­
fect love and purity in which dwell the Christ-angels 
and the arch-angelic intelligences o f paradisaic beati­
tude"; or again (quoting the words o f another), as 
“ synonymous with tho inmost or divine spirit o f man.” 
Taking oithor o f theso somewhat diverse definitions, it is 
easy, for ono class o f  Spiritualists at least, to sco that 
the Christ—whothor considered as the divine olllux or 
the dirino inmost o f man—may metaphorically bo re­
garded as “  the corner stone”  o f a truly Spiritual Philo­
sophy—tho foundation on which alone a true Spiritualism 
can be built. To another class, however—those who 
ignore the existence o f  an Infinite Spirit, and derive the 
spirit o f  man solely from matter—it is not strnngo that 
t  le term “  Christ-principle”  is an unmeaning phrase, 
and that the titlo o f this pamphlet is " a  atone o f stumb­
ling and a rock o f offonce.”

I t  is apparent, however, to the critical ronder, that by 
employing moro tiino and care in the preparation o f this 
tract, and a bottor .arrangement o f  its contents, our 
fast moving Pilgrim could have made a much more 
effective justification o f  the title o f  his pamphlet. In 
fact, the contents aro not well adjusted to the titlo; the 
arrangement is misleading, and some o f tho minor 
positions assumed aro plainly erroneous. The first ban 
o f the work is occupied in presenting evidences o f  the 
existenco and testimonies to the character o f  Jesus, or 
“  Jesus Christ," as he is interchangeably named, with*
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out a bint that the term “  Christ'* is used in any other 
ihan tho popular sense ns a proper name. Hence 
the hasty reader naturally infers that it is tho person 
Jesus «h o  is presented as tho “  Corner-Stone of 
Spiritualism." Further on, tho question is raised, "  Was 
Jesus the Christ ?"  And the answer given, in effect, 
is that he was not, at the time when he charged his dis­
ciples to “  toll no man that thing," but ho became Jesus 
Christ from tho hour o f  his baptism, when "th o  divine 
afflatus in tho form o f  a dovo" descended on him. This 
would constitute a very satisfactory theory, perhaps, but 
for the awkward fact that tho record places tho baptism 
long anterior to the charge "  to tell no man"! Our Pil­
grim must huve been napping whon ho conceived that 
theory, as also when ho wrote that tho prediction quoted 
from an ancient prophet— "  Your sons aud vour 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young mon shall see 
visions" (Acts ii: 17)—is a "  command o f  Jesus Christ," 
and adds that "this command is imperative"!

Notwithstanding these and some other blemishes, 
which could hardly have escaped correction had time 
been taken for a careful revision, tins pamphlet has 
doubtless dono a useful work in nwakening thought and 
promoting discussion, out o f  which the truth will in time 
be erolvcd. But the treatiso needs to bo ro-cast and 
amended. \

A more satisfactory production comes next on tho 
list—

"  Parker M em o ria l  H all  L ectures, "  published in 
1879—GG pages, 12mo. These lectures wero first de­
livered in Boston, and printed in the Banner o f  Light. 
They treat o f tho important subjects o f  "  Salvation,” 
“  Prayer,”  “  Tho Methods o f  Spirit-Influences,”  and 
"The Nature o f Death." Tho author states them to 
have been "  inspirationally prepared," though ho takes 
"the responsibility for nil their short-comings." That 
they wero prepared with unusal care and ability is ap­
parent, and their declared aim, "  to present tho advance 
thought o f Spiritualism in its religious aspects," has been 
worthily fulfilled.

"The present tidal wavo o f  Spiritualism," says Dr. 
Peebles in his preface, "  is evidently toward a better 
religious culturo nnjl a broader charity. Tho iconoclastic 
phase of Spiritualism is subsiding. The religious nature 
reasserts itself. There is a call for reconstructors—true 
master-builders."

This announcement, from ono so competent to speak, 
is most cheering and refreshing to those who have been 
long waiting to sec the storm o f demolition and ruthless 
destruction, raised by superficial, disputatious and un- 
spiritual Spiritism, expend its strength and pass away. 
As in a former change o f dispensation, so now, "  the 
things that cannot be shaken remain." The great facts 
o f man's religious nature, his need o f  spiritual culture, 
cnlightmcnt, regeneration, "  salvation,”  and tho divine 
as well as human agencies through which this is effected, 
however distasteful to1" human egoism, still "remain,” 
only better illustrated and more rationally understood 
than b e fore ./

In treating constructively tho topics above named, the 
author discusses a wide rango o f  co-related matters o f 
interest to all Spiritualists, and brings to bear a wealth 
o f illustrative facts, gathered from his extended reading, 
his far-reaching travels, and his instructive experience. 
Tho writer knows o f nothing within the rango o f Spirit­
ualistic literature, within so compact a  space, which so 
well represents the higher religious aspects o f  tho great 
movement, with so little that is exceptionable, as does 
this neatly printed pamphlet.

In 1874, tho Pilgrim, recognising a want not mot by 
more elaboralo and artistic productions, prepared and 
published "  The Spiritual Teacher and Songster," in 
which were embodied a brief exposition o f tho teachings 
o f  Spiritualism, with a few simple and mostly familiar 
hrmns and vongs adapted for congregational singing. 
This met with such favor that ho thought proper to re­
model and enlarge the work, and, in 1880, re-issued it 
under the title o f

“ Spiritual H armonies ; or Spiritual Teachings, 
«»ngv and Hymns, with appropriate Headings for
Minerals.”  100 pages, 16mo. r  .

nd state-Tho definition herein given ofSpiritun 
mont o f the Beliof o f Spiritualists, will answer a very 
good purpose provisionally, though the latter seems 
adapted mure especially to those whose minds have been 
preoccupied with the dogmas and phraseology o f the 
church. There is a utility in such adaptations, no doubt, 
but at the same time it seems desirable, for the uso o f 
another class o f minds, to avoid stereotyped and cant 
phrases as far as practicable. The Lessons and «espouses 
are boautiful, elevating, instructive, and their uso will 
add much to the attractiveness and spiritualizing influ­
ence o f assemblies, Tho Hymns and 8ougs are mostly 
familiar, with a rather larger prcdomiuanco o f  senti­
mental longings for another world than seems to bo 
healthful or derirablo for thoao who liavo any carnet 
purpono to make tho h o t  uso of Mil world, whilotho re­
ligiously aspiratioual tiro somewhat more fully repre­
sented than is usual in Spiritualist collections. Souio 
select ions are likely to be tasteful to persons unfortu­
nately afflicted with Jesuphobia, but to the liberal-minded 
and eclectic Spiritualist these will not be objectionable.

Last on our list, but by means least in attractive­
ness or value, wo have

" I m mortality, and O ur E mployments H ebeaptir. 
With what a Hundred Spirits, good and evil, say o f  their 
Dwelling Places." 29G page«, Svo.

O f this volume, but recently issued and extensively 
reviewed by the pres«, it is needless perhaps to say more 
than that it is, in poiiio respects, tho bcHt that tho Pil- 
grim has given to tho world. In it the author treats of 
a broad range o f  topics not hinted at in the title, such 
as "Tho Mysteries o f Life,”  "G o d  and Atheism," 
“  Pre-existence o f  tho Soul,”  “  Matter only the Shell o f 
Thing«," "Doubts and Hope?,”  "Tho Bridging o f the 
River," “  Foregleams o f  the Future," "  Growth and Per­
fection o f the Spiritual Body," “ The Two Theories coil- 
cerning the Beginning o f Things," "  Matter and Spirit," 
etc., etc., and at the end sums up "Tho General Teach­
ings o f  Spirits," on a great number of important topics. 
To tho consideration o f all these subject« Dr. Peebles 
applies his matured thought, and tho results o f hi« wide 
observation and experience. It must suffice to add that 
his porsonal views, a« well as his deductions from tho 
varied testimonies o f tho hundred spirits cited in thoso 
page« on vital questions o f  moral and spiritual truth, 
are well worthy tno careful consideration o f all who are 
seeking light on the complex problems o f  a comprehen­
sive Spiritual Philosophy.

As regards Dr. Peebles’s general philosophical 
opinions, wo find, from a glance at his work« as a whole —

I. That a pronounced and consistent Theism pervades 
them all. He recognizes the infinity and personality of 
God, making that God tho author o f the order, wisdom 
and intelligence everywhere manifest in the universe.

II . His two factors, instead o f being Matter and 
Motion (as postulated by one prominent modern aeor,) 
or Matter and Force (as sot forth by another), are G od 
and M atter— tho former an intelligent and perfect 
Being, acting by immutable law. To uso Dr. P .’s own 
strong words, ho" abominates Atheism and Agnosticism "

III. In reality, ho is an Idealist, virtually ignoring 
matter as an eternal entity, and believing in what he 
denominates spirit substance—akin, perhaps to what 
Prof. Crookes has termod "  radiant mattor.

IV. Ho places Involution in time and «pace before 
Evolution—esteeming the latter as "  but onc-balf tho 
circle, while Darwinism is but a small segment."

V. Ho has no sympathy with any pha-o o f  "  Oodles», 
Christlcss, praycrless and irreligiou* Spiritism." These 
phases, in his opiuion, “  correspond to tho sorcery of tho 
Bast and tho Demonology o f the Bible."

V I. Ho may not only be classed as a "Christian 
Spiritualist," with Drs. Buchanan, Watson, Crowell, 
Prof. Kiddle, and others; but he may properly be called 
a Christian, in the sense in which he iuterpreta Christi- 
anity and the New Testament.

His last work is strongly religious in tone, and 
bears directly in favor o f what, in tho better meaning, is 
styled "Christian Spiritualism"— a torm which, in his 
riper thought, be no longer cares to repudiate, l ie  
saya:
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“  Genuine religious Spiritualism is in perfect accord 
with Christianity, as taught and lived by Jesus Christ." 
. . . "  Chorishing these sublime conceptions o f Jesus 
Christ,T can fervently exclaim, ‘  Behold tho Way, the 
Truth, the Life! ’  And, further. 1 can sincerely say, 
that I believe in salvation through Christ—through the 
Christ e f purity, love and truth—believe in salvation, or 
soul unfohlment through Christ, just as I  believe in 
opening buds and green fields through the summer 
showers, and in fruits aud waving harvests through the 
golden sunshine! Christ, then, is the Sun o f  Righteous­
ness and the Saviour of the world!’’— 288,289.

Without fully endorsing all tho positions, or adopting 
all the modes o f  statement, put forth by our ardent Pil­
grim, the reviewer is free to say that he regards tho 
phase o f Spiritualism represented by Dr. Peebles as far 
more healthful.as well as more truly rational and spiritual, 
and more fraught with hope to the world, thau the athei­
stic, materialistic, irreligious and destructive phases that 
have gained currency in past years. And it is a hopeful 
sign for tho futuro of Spiritualism, that tho Pilgrim’ s 
works are numbered among thcmo«t saloable spiritualistic 
books in tho market.

Tho writer oanuot closo this review without suggest­
ing to all sin-'cre Spiritualists—now that the question of 
the reality o f a future life lias been settled for us by 
abundant demonstrations, and sufficient light for all 
practical purposes, at least, has been thrown upon tho 
nature o f  that I fe, its homes, employments,etc., through 
tho revealments o f seers and o f a mu’ titudo o f  return­
ing spirits—whethor it is not timo to give some earnest 
attention to tho matter o f improving our earthly homes— 
to bring more o f heaven, its harmony, good-will and 
brotherhood on earth. Shall wo not seriously eudeavor 
to incorporate tho principles o f angelic life into our 
own hearts, our homes, and tho institutions o f society 
around us? And is not this the surest way to produco 
the "conditions" in which angels and glorified spirits 
can more freely manifest their prcscnco with us?

W IIO  IS A SPIRITUALIST?

Br C. W . R ohnf.b, M.D., Ciiiltehn.

As it is with Christians, so it is al'o with Spiritualists ; 
there are Christians and Christians, and there are 
Spiritualists and Spiritualists. Genuine gold is rare 
and precious, both iu the physical world o f  matter 
and in the ethical world o f spirit. Both amongst pro­
fessed Christians and convinced Spiiituali i»Is tlic pure 
gold la seldom found in Ha native, unalloyed purity. Iu 
u Ion o f Cliristiau and Spiritualistic rulibiali you ofton 
find scarcely a ncnnyivoiglit o f  the genuine article—a 
»peek of tlio golden principle o f courageous honesty. 
Spiritualist», like Christians, aro equally fond o f  trying 
to mako the best o f both worlds ; they do not like to 
lose any o f the sweets o f this life, although they know 
it is so very-hrief, in exchange for the neciar and 
ambrosia o f  the Spiritual or Christian Olympus, which, 
as they also know, or at least profess to know, is o f  ever, 
lasting duration. You still find a largo number o f both 
Christians and Spiritualists more inclined to sell their 
soul«, and gain the pleasures and comforts o f this world 
in exchange for an eternity o f pleasures and comforts in 
the Spmtua kingdom Unlike tho greatest and most 
honest o f all Spiritualists, with whom some modern 
would-be Spintual-sta find all manner o f faults the truly 
divino carpenter’s son o f  Nazara, our modern' article of 
counterfeit Christian, and Spiritualists, in spite o f their 
profound conviction o f the reality o f  tho phenomena o f 
Spiritualism and o f  a life eternal lierealler, still pro- 
c  a m by word and deed every day that thoir kingdom - 
all eternal truths and lives notwithstanding— ¡a Drinai- 
paily o f  this world. As' to their dying for its truths, 
the thing is pronounced an absurdily, and tho man who 
makes never to slight an attempt o f  acting up to his 
honest c evictions and positive beliefs in a po.t mortem 
exist! nee, is considered a madman, and fit to be taken
earo ol in a lunatic asylum. I  have with my own cars 
heird S p iritu alist- earned Spiritualists to o -sa v  that 
ih y  do not like to allow themselves to be stooped too

deeply into the glorious ocean o f  the pure waters of 
Spiritualism, because it would prevent them from enjoy- 
ing this life; it would compel them to make fools and 
martyrs o f  themselves in tho eyes o f  a worldly world; it 
would lead to too much solf-denial and self-sacrifice if 
they permitted tho principles o f  a puro and unadulter­
ated Spiritualism to lav hold o f  their minds exclusively' 
the love o f their neighbours would make it impossible 
for them to love themselves, forgetting altogether that 
not only is virtue its own best reward, but also that a 
life o f  devotion to the best interests o f mankiud leads 
already here in this world to an internal bliss and hap. 
piness to describe which properly is only possible to a 
mortal inspired from on high, and who is able to dip his 
golden pen into tho azure liquid o f  angels. Eyes have 
not seen, and cars have not heard o f it, the mental or 
spiritual heaven in which those live who love the truth 
above all, and who are able even to die for tho truth if 
it should be absolutely necessary. That those Spiritual­
ists who are afraid to come into too close contact with 
the grand facts and principles of Spiritualism, because it 
would militate against their more important pursuit of 
enjoying this life o f  perishable sensuality, are no Spiritu­
alists at all, requires no further elucidation or argument. 
I  can fiud no words to express my horror and loathing 
—horror and loathing steeped in pity—for men who 
have actually been permitted to look across Jordan into 
the promised land that flows with the milk and honey of 
eternal happiness, and who, nevertheless, are unable to 
sacrifice their lives on the altar o f  truth. These are 
men who knowing the truth tell lies and even act lies. 
Tho orthodox hell o f  dogmatic Christianity is not hot 
enough for men o f this stamp, and these men will find 
tho spiritual hell o f a tormenting conscience iu the life 
hereafter far moro intolerable than the mild brimstone 
lake o f the Christian or theological fable, which is only 
a fable in its material conception, but which becomes a 
literal and living truth if spiritually interpreted. That 
there will be in the spirit-world spirits who gnash their
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teeth and shiver in their cold isolation for having i 
life committed the sin against the Holy Gho 
tho sin o f knowing tho truth n.jd denying it, 1 ha 
doubt whatever. Neither could the early martyre 
truth, that is, the genuine, honest witnesses to tm 
8piritu.nl verities o f  heaven and hell be mistaken ii 
readiness and willingness to die for their convictic 
their convictions did not, and even now do not i 
blind faith, but on facts as obvious and as positive as 
any facts o f  modern science. The early Cliristiau mar­
tyrs were good Spiritualists, who, like Thomas, had put 
their hands into the wounds o f the risen and material­
ised spirit o f  their loving teacher; they had brokcu tho 
bread o f  positive Spiritualism with him ; they had con­
versed face to face with him just as plaitly as we do 
now-a days in our materialising stances ; but there was 
this difference between the disciples o f  tbo Galilean 
prophet o f  Spiritualism and the modern average of 
Spiritualists, that tho former had tho courage of their 
knowledge, not to say opinion, whilst the latter are still 
hampered and impeded in the carrying out o f their con­
victions by a still latently active scepticism nud materi­
alism, inherited from the last and present century of 
philosophy, and which by and by must give way to tbo 
all conquering weight o f  the facts o f  Modern Spiritu­
alism. Those, therefore, who do not yet occupy the 
vantage ground o f  a profound conviction expressed m 
actual life-work ; those who aro not yet ready to preach 
tlio truth o f Spiritualism from the house-tops iu a clear 
and ringing voice ; those who still alternately bunt with 
the hounds o f  orthodoxy and materialism, and run with 
the hares o f Spiritualism ; all those cowardly N¡code- 
rouses who visit spirit circles at night-time and forget in 
day-timo their duty as honest men to testify for tho 
truth they have received the previous evening ; all these 
wavering, weak, and timid converts to tlio graud truths 
o f Spiritualism are nothing else but phenomena-hunters, 
curiosity-mongers, seekers o f  outward signs and miracles, 
and not genuine Spiritualists. That these scckere of 
signs aro still so very numerous among even the enlight- 
ened Spiritualists of our day, who have had thousands of 
positive illustrations aud proofs o f the reality o f  a life 
hereafter, can only be explained and comprehended on
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tie principlo that although the spirit o f  a man may be 
strong, the flesh is still terribly weak in our days as well 
as in the days o f the foremost teachor o f ancient 
Miiritualietn — tho Nazarono Joshua or Josus. It ib, 
however, my opinion and steadfast conviction that this 
terrible weakness o f the flesh o f  tho Modem Spiritual- 
jsiH will disappear pari pattu with the disappearance of 
the tyranny or tho now reigning creeds o f an orthodox 
theological Christianity, which is only a flesh and bread 
and butter Christianity, instead o f  being what Jesus 
wanted it to be, a spiritual and eternal truth, to dio for 
which he did not hesitate for a moment, and could not 
have hesitated any more than H ubs and Servetus, al­
though some libellous and slandering accounts in two of 
our hebraizing gospels assort that lie was sweating drops 
o f blood in his agony in tho garden o f Gethsemane, and 
that his last words on the cross wcro “  M y God, my God, 
why hast thou forsakon mo ? "  In my opinion Jesus was a 
consistent man in his teaching? and in his life, and the 
greatest spectacle o f  spiritual heroism ever behold on 
earth among men. Let us hope that a hotter timo is 
dawning for the genuine and courageous Spiritualist of 
our days, and that it will no longer be necessary to sacri­
fice one life iu ordor to gain another; that it will he 
possible to enjoy two heavens at tho samo time, and that 
our present terrestrial heaven will only bo a kind of 
preparation for, and introduction to, a higher and ever­
lasting heaven hereafter. But lot us not only hopo for 
this realisation o f a dual heaven, but let us also earnestly 
think, strive, and labour for the final bringing about of 
this most desirable result; for only thon will there be 
real Spiritualists; only then will war cease; only then 
will a universal brotherhood o f  love become an estab­
lished fact among mon ; only then, finally, will wo learn 
Jo recogniso the import o f the great truth that as we 
havo only One Father, so also must we bo all Brothers, 
living in harmony, unity, poace and love everlasting.

May 12th, 1881.

JOTTINGS ON PASSING EVENTS.

The “ Strong”  case has come and gone, only to be 
remembered as the attempt o f  bigotry to stem tho tide 
o f modern thought, as the discomfiture o f  tho bigots 
nml tho advocates o f  darkness by tho exponents of 
liberalism 'and light. The distinct finding that 
Mr Stroug's articlo contained no direct heresy, tho 
acknowledgment by some prominent members o f tho 
"  prosecution”  that they had "  got themselves into a 
mess,”  and the impotent conclusion in which their per- 
vestigativo and sedulous labours terminated, was an 
open confession o f defeat. Though small in numbers, 
tlie advocates for the defence were vastly superior in 
<juulity to their opponents. Against the scholarly 
criticisms o f M r Ilonbs, the telling philippics o f Mr. 
Hay, the clear-headed admonitions o f Mr. Ground­
water Fraser, the plain-spoken but pathotic rebukes o f 
Messrs. Mnckenzio and Scott, and the concise, judicial 
summing-^p o f Mr. Stewart, tho "  prosecution”  could 
only bring forward tho pedantry o f  Mr. Bentoul, the 
clap-trap o f Mr. Balfour, the misconceptions o f  Mr. 
Yu'e, and the melodramatic attitudinisiugs o f  Mosers. 
McEachern, Hardie, and D. Fraser— men (Messrs. 
Hardie and Fraser) whoso personal animus towards the 
dofoudant did more to injure thoir own cause than his. 
Mr. Strong is as popular as ever; his congregation as 
l«rge as ever, and their collections as substantial; while 
he possesses tho sympathy o f  hundreds outsido o f  the 
Scots’  church. And his article in the Victorian Review, 
with its obvious lessons, which has now—thanks to the 
recent proceedings—been studied by scores who might 
Hover havo known o f its oxiatenco, stands unanswered 
and unimpcached as an accurate accouut o f the history 
o f the atonement dogma. The Presbyterian Assembly, 
“  only reuiomborod by what they have done.”

Those—and their namo is legion—who have pinned 
their faith on Joseph Cook, tho late Boston “  Monday 
locturer;" who have proclaimed’ that "tbero is no 
truth but ‘ Orthodoxy,’  and Joseph Cook is its pio- 
J)bet;"  who Lave supposed that by him the wholo host 
•ot infidelity was routed, and "tho ghost o f  Evolution

laid, would do woll to read an article In tho North 
American B ea r*  for March, entitled "  Theological 
Charlatanism ■ I t  Is from the pen o f Professor John 

I ' wll° '  11,0 author o f “  Myths and 
Myth-Makers," "  Outlines o f Cosmic Philosophy," and 
other works, needs no introduction ; his reputation as a 
clear-minded, erudite, and philosophical writer being 
firmly established. The article contributed to tho above- 
named review, is a dissection, a disrobing o f the Rev. 
Cook, and from Mr. Fiske’s hands f ie  theologico- 
scientific peacock emerges an unmistakable jackdaw.

After exposing, among others, a most unblushingly 
impudent piece o f  misrepresentation perpetrated by the 
l\ev. Joseph, Professor risko thus concludes:—

Everyone has heard o f the worthy clergyman who 
introduced a scathing sermon on a new-fangled variety 
o f  ladies’ head-dress by the appropriate text, “ Top- 
knot, como down." On being reminded b yon oof his 
deacons that the full verse seemed to read, "L o t  him 
that is upon tho house-top not come down,"* tho pastor 
boldly justified his abridgement on the ground that any 
particular collocation o f woj-ds iu Scripture is as authori­
tative as any other, since all parts o f  the Biblo are 
equally inspired. Probably Sir. Cook would justify his 
own peculiar principle o f abridgement on the familiar 
ground that the end sanctifies the means, and that i f  a 
statement seems helpful to “  the truth "  in genera!, it is 
no matter whothor tho statement itself is truo or not. 
Enough o f  this. I f  wo were to go through with Mr. 
Cook’s volumes in detail, we should find little else but 
misrepresentations o f facts, misconceptions o f principles, 
and floods o f tawdry rhetoric, o f which the specimens 
here quoted are quite sufficient to illustrate his “  funda­
mental method o f procedure.”  I  havo not treated him 
seriously or with courtesy, because there is nothing in 
his matter or in his manner that would justify, or even 
oxcuse, a serious method o f treatment. Tho only 
nepeet o f his career which really affords matter for grave 
reflection is tho ease with which he succeeded for tho 
moment in imposing on the credulity, and in appealing 
to the prejudices o f  his public. Tho eagerness with 
which tho orthodox world hailed the appcnranco o f this 
new champion—whose very orthodoxy, withal, seems to 
bo but little sounder than his science — cannot but 
roinind one, with sad emphasis, o f Oxoustjern's famous 
remark : "  Quam parva sapientia mundut regitur !  "

While on tho subject of Mr. Cook's delinquencies, we 
may add the following from Mr. Bradluugh in tho 
Sat ion al Reformer:—Tho Rot. Joseph Cook, o f Boston, 
America, who is advertised as ‘ The greatest living lee- 
turer on the Evidences o f Christianity,”  having been in 
courteous terms challenged by the Nottingham branch 
o f the National Secular Society to meet Mr. Hradlaugh 
in dobnto, has roplied as follows: “  I ain not open to 
challenges o f  which the evident object «- to advortiso 
infidelity.”  Mr. Cook, in hi* lecture, boasted o f  hw 
readiness to meet sceptics in debate ; so he may sately 
be left to tho judgment o f honest men.—  Sational 
Reformer: London, March 13th.

In tho same journal, Mr. Eobort White, well known in 
Sydney as a Secularist lecturer, apeak, in the tallowing 
kindly manner o f Spiritualist., and their work theni 
“ The locturoa o f  Mr. Cliarle. Bright, in tho Theatre 
lioyal, are moro numerously attended than ovor, and 
tho longor he .toy . tho more popular ho become«, lie  
throws much humour into his lectures, ami is cry 
liberal in his teachings: although a Spiritualist, ho has 
always a good word for Material!.!., and .« ready to aid 
them when required. Forethought not only m Au.- 
tralia, but in your part of tho world and n America, 
lias lost one o f  its noblcBt, ablest, and holdout advo­
cate. in the death o f John Tyerman, which occurred 
en Nov. 27th, 1880. Tho event took everyone by 
surprise, as ho always appeared so full o f honlth and 
vitality. All tho daily papers gave a short record,ot 
his life, but not one o f them had a bad word o f  h 'm-

Speaking o f the Sydney Lyceum or Spiritualist 
Sunday School,”  Mr. White says, “  It is largely attended

* See M atthew  x x ir .  17.
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by children, and adult members, and visitors. There is 
no monotony in it. . . . Tho interest o f  even the 
children ¡8 never loBt."

Mr Gerald Massey, the well-known English poet 
and Spiritualist, whoso seclusion for the past decade has 
given riso to some curiosity and comment, has now 
explained and justified his protracted retirement by tho 
publication o f two ponderous volumes, bearing tho 
formidable title o f ** A Book o f the Beginnings : An 
attempt to Recover and Re-constitutc the lost Origines 
o f  tho Myths and Mysteries, Types and Symbols, Re­
ligion and Language, with Egypt for the Mouthpiece 
and Africa as tho Birthplace.**» Unfortunately, no 
copies have yet reached theso shores, so we can at pre­
sent judgo of the work only by a comparison o f tho 
various reviews of it current in homo periodicals. From 
theso it is apparent that Mr. Massey has brought out n 
most extraordinary book, one which will do more to 
secure him a permanent placo in the literature o f our 
day than all his poems.

What Mr. Darwin has worked out from his own data, 
Mr. Massey’s researches tend to confirm, v i t h a t  
Africa is the cradlo-land o f our race. As the poet 
himself expresses it:

“ O ne o f th e  m ountain-top»  o f  T im e 
I s  le f t  in  A frica  to  c l im b !"

Tho Egyptian Origines Mr. Massey, carefully and 
with much plausibility, traces in Great Britain, in 
America, in the Fiji Islands— in fact, all over the world. 
The Jews, he contends, were originally Egyptians, their 
writings a reproduction o f Egyptian myth, and mytho­
logical astronomy tho origin of their legends. Tho work 
contains also vocabularies, showing the correspondence 
between Egyptian words and Hebrew, Assyrian, English, 
American Indian, and Maori.

Tho author intimates that ho has more material wait­
ing to bo welded into book-shape, so that soon we may 
expect another volutno or two on kindred topics. One 
thing is certain, Mr. Massey’s deflection from tho cur­
rent Egyptology will excite to ronewed activity tho 
philologist and the atudent o f ethnology ; and his work 
altogether ia likelv to causo as great a fureur in tho 
domain o f archeology as did M. Jacolliot’s romantic 
and fascinating "L a  Bible dam L 'lnde"  in tho region 
o f  comparative theology, or Bishop Colenso'a tomes in 
the realm o f pentateuchal story, or “ Supernatural 
Religion "  in that of historical criticism.

Much misconception seems to prevail with regard to 
the Bradlaugh episode. Many even o f thoao who sym-

Cithise with that gentleman seem disposed to regard 
im as disloyal to his principles, and the cry o f "  Incon- 

■latency,'’ "Eating tho leok,’’ &c., is frequently hoard 
raised against him. But why ? The junior member for 
Northampton in the first instance simply claimed his 
right i n  Freethinker—a right that had often been

Knously conceded in courts o f justice—to make tho 
ethinkcr’s affirmation, instead o f tho usual oath : not 

that ho objected to tho oath per se, but because he 
regarded it as an effete superstition, against which 
every Freethinker had the right to protest, and to sub- 
etltuto tborefor hia column affirmation. It eoemed to 
him that ono o f two courses lay before him -either to 
toko tho oath, or to aihrm, and ho chose the latter: just 
oa a  traveller coming upon two roads, eithor o f  which 
would lead him to bia destination, naturally chooses tho 
pleasanter o f  the two. Now, howorer, tho law has 
decided that tho course adopted by Mr. Bradlauel, was 
not legal, and that ho ib  D o t  legally a member o f Par- 
liament; and Mr. Bradlaugh, unwilling to waste the 
public time and obstruct business by quibbling over 
matters o f secondary importance, is ready to adopt tho 
alternatiro courae-to .ravel by tho other road"-and 
aubsenbo tho oath as a matter o f form. In this there 
is no inconsistency, no abandonment o f principle Ho 
never urged conscientious scruple. »  as in  impediment
SrirBeno w h ih hh ° " lh' bu‘ ,im Plf  «™«unled for tho pnrilego which ho supposed evory Freethinker pos-

• Williams & Norgste, London, 1881. Price, 36s, two rob.

scssed. But now that the law declares that such a

Cvilego does not belong to the Freethinker, Mr. Brad- 
gh is prepared to tako the constitutional courso.
Let his onemies say and think what they like, thé day 

o f official oaths is rapidly waning, and in consequence 
o f Mr. Bradlaugh'B efforts.as much as o f  aught clse.it will 
soon come to pass that the system o f  oath-taking, worth, 
less and senseless to tho atheist, often blasphomous to 
tho theist, and to tho gonuine Christian a violation of 
the Master’s commands, will be abolished.

SCEPTICS.

HOW SHOULD WE DEAL WITH THEM ?

TnE writer may haro been unfortunate, and his case 
may bo somewhat singular, yet it has been strangely 
uniform in connection with the class:—When, about a 
dozen years ago, my attention was again called to the 
investigation’ of Spiritualism, many were met with who 
were engaged in tho same enquiry ; a portion o f there 
were constantly .asking for tests, but when such appeared 
to others to bo given, tho former wanted yet further 
proof; and now, after the lapse o f all these years, when 
wc meet I find them apparently anxious as ever, asking 
for the last new thing, and not ono step in advance of 
their first position.

IIow is this? I t  appears to mo that much o f it is 
due to an indolence of disposition that keeps them from 
making any persistent efforts to gain knowledge for 
themselves, together with the whole of their thoughts 
being engrossed with tho business o f this life in one 
form or another; it may be also, in some cases, a fear 
to give up any part o f  the views taught them in early 
life. Doubtless in each case there may bo a special 
cause for the position these hold in regard to Spiritu­
alism. But now comes the question—how shall wc deal 
with such ? I  thought a few years ago, when the editor 
o f  the London Spiritualist said that tho best way to 
«leal with such was to ieavo them alone, take no trouble 
with them, that it was a selfish and improper course to 
-adopt; but now, after much time and money have been 
devoted in the endeavour to satisfy these “ anxious 
onquirers,’ ’ I  have como to tho opinion expressed by 
Mr. Harrison.

Yet, at the same timo, I  hold that i f  those who have 
had a clear conviction o f the truth o f  spirit communion 
would boldly stand to their colours, and, without flaunt­
ing their opinions offensively in the face o f those they 
meet, would on all occasions show that they were not 
ashamed o f tho grand knowledge they have been so 
fortunato ns to acquire, our cause would be more 
appreciated and respected ; and the sceptic, left to him­
self, would bo more likely to niako an effort to under- 
stand what his neighbours placed such a high value 
upon.

J. C.

THE “ PH ILO SO PH IC IN Q U IR ER ."

W e are in receipt o f  tho April numbers o f  tho "  Philo­
sophic Inquirer," a weekly Freethought journal, pub­
lished at Madras, India, and printed in both English 
and Tamil. Most o f tho articles are o f  a purely secular 
character, similar to those o f  tho National Reformer, 
and among tho contributors we find the names o f  Col. 
H. 8. Olcott and Mr. Henry G. Atkinson. Clever and 
logical as tho latter writer undoubtedly is, hiaartieba 
are very faulty and imperfect when viewed from a 
Spiritual or Theoaophical standpoint.

A man who looks upon mind as tho product of matter, 
and denies any power o f  causation to human (or spiritual) 
intelligence, has evidently much to learn.

Col. Olcott's letter on “ Theosophy and Science," 
which is apparently a reply to a previous ono o f Mr. 
Atkinson s, though purely scientific, is written from a 
higher plane, and contains a considerable amount o f 
philosophy in a small compass.

The paper has been in existenco some time, as it is 
now in its fourth volume, and is an evidence o f  tho wide­
spread of rational thought which is steadily undermining 
existing religious systems.
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IN V O LU N TA RY MEDIUMSHIP.

From an article in the Theosophist for April, entitled 
•• Nature’s Human Magnets,”  wo extract the following 
account o f the development o f involuntary physical 
nicdiumship in a  young Russian Girl, which is exciting 
considerable attention in 8t. Petersburg.

•• Not far from Petersburg, in a small hamlet inhabited 
by three families o f German Colonists, a few years ago a 
widow, named Margaret Beetch, took a little girl from 
the House o f Foundlings into her service. The little 
Pelagueya was liked in tho family from the first for her 
aweet disposition, her hard-working zeal, and her great 
truthfulness. She found herself exceedingly happy in 
her new home, and for several years no one ever had a 
cross word for her. Polaguoya finally becamo a good 
looking lass o f seventeen, but her temper never changed. 
She loved her masters fondly and was beloved in tho 
house. Notwithstanding her good looks and sympathetic 
perron, no village lad ever thought o f offering himself 
ns a husband. The young men said she "  awed”  them. 
They looked upon her as people look in those regions 
upon the image o f a saint. So at least say the Russian 
papers and the Police Oazette from which we quoto tho 
report o f the District Police Officor sent to investigate 
certain facts o f  diablerie. For this innocent young 
creature has just become tho victim o f “  the weird doings 
of some incomprehensible invisible agency,”  says tho 
report.

November 3, 1880, accompanied by a farm-servant, 
sho doí ccnded ¡uto tho cellar undor the'house to get sorno 
potatoes. Hardly had they opened the heavy door, when 
they found themselves pelted with the vegetable. Believ­
ing some neighbour’s boy must have hidden himself on 
the wide shelf on which the potatoes were heaped, Pela- 
gueya, placing the basket upon her head laughingly re­
marked, “  Whoever you are, fill it with potatoes and so 
help me!”  In an instant tho basket was filled to tho 
brim. Then the other girl tried the samo, but tho 
potatoes remained motionless. Climbiug upon tho sholf, 
to their amazement tho girls found no one thcro. 
Having notified the widow Beetch o f  the strange oc- 
currencc, the latter went herself, and unlocking the cellar 
which had been securely locked by the two maids ou 
leaving, found no one concealed in it; This event was 
but the precursor of a  series o f  others. During a period 
of three weeks they succeeded each other with such a 
rapidity that if we were to translate the entire official 
Reports it might fill this wholo issue o f the Theosophist. 
Wo will cite but a few.

From tho moment sho loft tho cellar tho invisible 
“  power”  which had filled her basket with potatoes, bo 
gnu to assert its presenco incessantly, and in tho most 
varied ways. Does Pelaguoya Nikolaef preparo to lay 
wood in the oven— the billets rise in the atr and like 
living things jump upon the fire-place; hardly does sho 
apply a match to them wheu they blaze already aa if 
fanued by an invisible hand. When she- approaches the 
well, the water begins rising, and soon overflowing the 
sides o f tho cistern runs in f o u n ts  to her feet; docs 
sho happen to pass near a buclfct o f water—  tho santo 
thing happens. Hardly does the girl stretch out hor 
bond to reach from tho shelf somo needed pioco of 
crockery, than tho wholo o f  the earthenware, cups, 
tureens and plates, as i f  snatched from their placo by a 
whirlwind, begin to jump and tremble, and then fall 
with a crash at her feet. N o sooner docs an invalid

a hbour place herself for a moment’s rest on the girl s 
than the heavy bedstead ia seen levitating towards 

*ho very ceiling, then turns upside down and tosses off 
the impertinent intruder ; after which it quietly resumes 
us former position. Ouo day Pelagueya having gono 
to tho shod to do her usual ovening work o f  feoding tho 
«attic, and after performing her duty was preparing to 
leave it with two other servants, when the most extra­
ordinary scene took place. A 11 the cows and pigs seemed 
to become suddenly possessed. The former, frightening 
the whole village with the most infuriated bellowing, 
tried to climb the mangers, while the latter knocked 
their heads against the walla, running arouud aa if pur­
sued by some wild animal. Pitchforks, shovels, benchoe 
-and feeding trough, snatching away from their placea,

pursued the terrified girla, who escaped within ao inch 
o f  their lives by violently shutting and locking the door 
o f the stables. But, as soon as this was done every 
noise ceased as i f  by magic.

All such phenomena took place not in dark nose or 
during night, but in tho daytime, and iu the full view of 
the inhabitants o f tho little hamlet; moreover, they 
were always proceeded by an extraordinary noise, as if 
ofa howling wind, a cracking in the walls, and raps in the 
window-frames and glass. A real panic got hold o f the 
household and tho inhabitants o f the hamlet, which went 
on increasing at every new manifestation. A  priest was 
called o f course,— as though priests knew anything of 
magnetism,—but with no good results: a couple of pots 
danced a jig  on tho aholf, an oven-fork weut stamping 
and jumping on tho floor, and a heavy sewing maehino 
followed suit. Tho nows about the young witch and 
her struggle with tho invisible imps ran round tho wholo 
district. Men and women from neighbouring villages 
flocked to see the marvels. The same phenomena, often 
intensified, took place in their presence. Once when a 
crowd o f men upon entering, placed their caps upon tho 
table, everyone o f thcae jumped from it to tho flbor, and 
a heavy leather glove, circling round struck its owner a 
pretty sound thump ou his lace and rejoined tho fallen 
caps. Finally, notwithstanding the real affectiou tho 
widow Beetch felt for tho poor orphan, towards tho be- 
gining o f December, Polaguoya and her boxes wore 
placed upon a cart, and after many a tear and warm ex­
pression o f regrot, sho was sent off to the Suporiutondont 
o f tho Foundling Hospital—the Institution in which she 
was brought un—This gentleman returning with the 
girl on the following day, was made a witness to the 
pranks o f the same force, and calling in the Police, after 
a careful inquest had a procet verbal signed by the 
authorities, and departed.

This case having been narrated to a Spiritist, a rich 
nobleman residing at St. Petersburg, tho lattor betook 
hi »self immediately nftor tho young girl and carriod 
her away with him to town.

The above officially noted facts are being reprinted in 
every Russiau daily organ o f note. The prologue 
finished, we are put id a position to follow the subsequent 
development o f the power in this wonderful medium, as 
wc find them commented upon in all the serious and 
arch-official papers o f  the metropolis.

• A  new star on tho horizon o f  Spiritism has suddenly 
appeared iu St. Petersbure-one Mile. Pelagueya — 
thus speaketh an editorial iu the Xocoye Vre my a, 
January 118 1. ‘ Tho manifestations which havo takou
place in her presenco are so extraordinary and powerful 
that more than ono devout Spiritualist seems to have 
been uptet by tbem-literally aud by the agency o f a 
heavy table.’ ‘  But,* adds the paper * the spiritual 
victims do not seem to have felt in the least annoyed by 
such striking proofs. On the contrary, hardly had they 
picked themselves up from the floor (oue o f them before 
being able to resume his perpendicular position had to 
crawl out from beneath a sofa whither ho had been 
launched by a heavy table) that, forgetting thoir bru.se», 
they proceed to ombraco each other in rapturous joy, 
and with eyes overflowing with tears, congratulate each 
other upon this new manifestation o f the mysterious 
force.’

In the St. Petersburg Oazette. a merry reporter gives 
the following details:—‘ Miss Pelagueya is a young 
girl o f about nineteen, the daughter o f  poor but disuonest 
parents (who had thrust her into tho toundl.ng Hos­
pital, as given above), not very pretty, but with a 
sympathetic face, very uneducated but intelligent s,nail 
iu stature but kind at heart, well-proportioned— but 
nervous. Miss Pelagueya has suddeuly manifested 
most wonderful mcdiuumlic Incullic. Sho 1» a t n t  
dims Spiritistic Star' a« they call her. And, indeed,_ tha 
vounn lady aeema to have concent rated in her oilremilio. 
i  ptuTnomenaUbundanco o f magnetic aura; thank, to 
which, she communicate, in.tantaneouily to tho object, 
.grounding hor hithorto unheard aud uuscou phe­
nomenal motion.. About fi.o day. ago, at a «an co  at 
which were preaent tho mo.t noted spiritual»» and
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medium» o f  llio St. Petersburg grand monte,* occurred 
the following. Having placed themselves with Pelagueya 
around a table, they (the Spiritists) had barely time to 
sit down, when each o f them received what seemed an 
electric shock. Suddenly, the table violently upset chairs 
and all, scattering the enthusiastic company to quite a 
respectable distance. The medium found herself on the 
floor with the rest, and her chair began to perform a 
series o f such wonderful aerial jumps that the terrified 
spiritisia had to take to their heels and leave the room 
in a hurry."

subsequently visited the house where he found about 
thirty persons waiting to see the wonders. Nine of these 
including himself, were packed into a small room, 8 feet 
square, but the only phenomena that occurred was raps 
No attempt appears to have been made to connect thesi 
with intelligence, and apart from this there wasinaulB. 
cicnt proof o f their spiritual origin to satisfy the ed.* 
¡tonal mind. H e confesses, however, that tho affair is 
a mystery to most persons, and would bo to him but for 
the fact that he could not go out o f tho way to “ give 
credenco to such superstitious imaginings.”

Since the above was in print we have received accounts 
o f a somewhat «¡miliar case nearer home, viz., Cooma,
N.S.W. The following in reference thereto is from tho 
Cooma Express, o f April 23rd.

" I t  appears that for tho past fortnight a selector 
named Charles Roberson, residing at Hugundra, has 
been disturbed at night by unearthly noises,and rappings 
at tho bedroom door o f bis childrens’ sleeping apartment. 
He acquainted his neighbours o f  tho unaccountable oc­
curences, and o f course was laughed at by them, they 
averring that it must be a superstitious fancy o f his. 
However, as the man seemed so very earnest and troubled 
about the matter, Mr. Robert Evans, o f Kiah Lake, to-

Sther with four other men determined to investigate 
e affair and consequently repaired to Roberson’s 

house on Wednesday night last, with tho determination 
o f having ocular demonstration on tho subject. So soon as 
they entered the haunted chamber, a violent tapping was 
heard under the bed where a largo empty box was placed; 
the box was o f course dragged out und found to contain 
nothing, and whilst commenting on the strangeness of 
the knocking a terrible crashing was heard as though 
some ono was hurling bricks at the door o f the room ; a 
rush was made by the men in the room to tho door and 
whilst so doing the blankets and bedding were dragged 
from ofl'the bed, and thrown about the room by an in­
visible hand in n most mysterious manner. The visitors 
remaiued during the night and tho noise was continued 
at intervals until daylight. This is exactly ns it was 
narrated by M r. Evans himself, who state» that he never 
was a superstitious man or a believer in ghosts, but at 
the anmo time he holds this is one o f the strangest in­
cidents that has come under his personal experience 
during his life.

Sinco writing the above we learn from another sourco 
that eight o f M r. Roberson’s neighbours slept in the house 
on Thursday night and were all witnesses o f the strange 
phenomena narrated above. The noises are said to re­
semble tho sound o f  kissing, and loud taps at tho wall 
m all parts o f the room and under the floor. The noises 
can onlv bo hoard in the dark, and immediately a light 
is struck they cease. Every morning everything in the 
room is found in a stato o f the utmost confusion. Every 
effort has been made by the neighbours to unearth tho 
mvstory but without avail, the floor boards have beeu 
taken up where the noises where heard, but no clue 
could bo discovered as to tho cause o f tho strange souuds. 
Net the least remarkable part o f  the matter, however, is 
that a little girl o f Mr. Roberson’s appears to be the es- 
pec.al victim o f  the ‘  Ghosts,’’ if such they be, as she is 
thrown about the room, with the bedclothing. The
w aived  l °  bC DearIy deran8ed h?  the fri8ht8 8,16 ha8 

Several residents o f Cooma have gone out to iuvesti- 
gate the affair, and a profound sensation has been crea- 
Md "ves ths event The matter sounds very
a *  m,«ht be «peeled  at S Spiritualistic Seance, 
ourely there are no mediums at Huoundra W e o f 
course, give the tale for what it is worth.”

Another party who spent n night there, witnessed a 
new phenomena m the form o f an apparition o f an 
elderly woman, clad from h ra j to foot. This
was distinctly Men by four men, one o f  whom thought ho 
recognised m he spectre the deceased mother o f  Mr 
Eoberson. The editor o f  the beforomentioned paper

d0.“b'  -h«her Iter, ever will be more Uus there 
S l g T A f f g "  *“ »»g the middle s„d lower
fciSS iV ie o ? \  °° * ; Mrrl7 a n d  believe toofervently in the devil to have any faith in “  spirits.’’

TYERM AN  M EM O R IA L FUND.

The following amounts have been received towards the 
abovo fund:—

£ 8. d.
F. W . Stevenson .............. ... 2 2 0
S. G. Watson ................ 1 0 0
R. .S tew a rt........................... . . .  1 0 0
F. Hewison 0 5 0
Mr. Holy ........................... . . .  0 5 0
Per Mr. Alkemade 0 1G G
W . H. T ................................... . . .  1 0 0

W c arc also in receipt o f  £ 5  from a friend in Eng. 
land towards tho Tycrman fund. The Sydney list is not 
yet to hand, but we hope lo  bo able to publish amounts 
to date in next issue.

I t  is not contemplated to waste money in anything 
ornate, but merely to oroct a substantial stone, with 
suitablo inscription commemorative o f  the work done 
by this energetic pioneer o f  Frecthougbt and Spiritu­
alism.

T I I E  K E Y . *

This pamphlet is not literally what its title would indi­
cate, but an abstract or condensation o f the ideas 
ombodied in communications received by the author. 
A  number o f  these aro presented under various headings 
in a clear and comprehensible form, without elaboration, 
and contain a considerable amount o f  sound philosophy, 
which, i f  elaborated, would fill a large volume. I>s 
forty closely-printed pages are well worth reading, 
although the reader may dissent from many o f the pos­
tulates; there are others that commend themselves by 
their inherent truth.

A  PREM ONITION.

A D unedin correspondent; on whoso veracity we can 
rely, mentions in a recent letter the following instance 
o f pre-vision in connection with tho “  Tararua

Mr. J. J. Eva, a Dunedin gentleman, was a passenger, 
and is loBt. When he went on board at Port Chalmers, 
he told tho second mate they would never reach Mel­
bourne ; the latter replied that “  thoy had voyaged 
together before, and got on safe.”  Mr. Eva said, “ I 
wish you to take particular notice o f  t h i s a u d  pointing 
to his box said, “  You see that box? it will never reach 
Melbourne.”  Neither it will (says our correspondent), 
nor poor Mr. Eva, and a hundred more ; but what mado 
him so positive, I  would like to know? Aye, there's 
the rub. W o have heard since that it was filial duty 
that called Mr. Eva to Melbourne, and probably the 
sense o f  this overcame the prudential considerations 
which would otherwise have induced him to heed the 
premonition and defer his voyage.

The Banner o f  Light has just entored its 25th year 
o f  issue. It has an extensive circulation in all English- 
speaking countries, and exercises a powerful influence 
in the dissemination o f  Spiritualism and reformatory 
ideas.

• The Key : A Keriesof Co mnun cations bearing on the Spirit 
Philosophy. Melbourne : W. H. Terry.
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PROGRESS O F TH E M ATER IA LISIN G  CIRCLE.

Dcbiko the past month tho phenomena at the above 
circle have increased in both force and extent, and some 
o f the forma have succeeded in identifying themselves 
to friends prcBont— one o f  the clearest recognitions 
being made on the 3rd ult., when the form o f a lady 
who had only pawed away seven days previously was 
distinctly recognised by a member o f  the circle before 
she had given any indication ns to who she was. The 
spirit was much affected at again meeting her frionds in 
tl.o body, and sobbed audibly.

An interesting feature in tho seances is tho psycho- 
metric power o f the Indian spirit “ Skiwaukie," who 
read« past event« in the live« o f the sitter«, and tells 
them of things happening to them many years ago. On 
the 29th o f  April this spirit said that a lettor from Mr. 
Peebles to tho writer was on tho way, and would reach 
here in ten days. On May 3rd, referring to tho same 
subject, he said that “  Peebles was puzzled when he got 
a “  Quick scratch" (or telegram) from you, and did not 
know what to do till he got a letter which followed, and 
that would induce him to come. That the lotter referred 
to as coming contained explanation o f tho difficulty 
about tho telegram. On tho 10th May tho lottor re­
ferred to arrived and confirmed Skiwaukie'« information. 
The telegram having no dato when received by Dr. 
Peebles, was mistaken for one that bad gone astray last 
year. - Skiwaukie has since informed us that Dr. 
Peebles is on tho way hero, though t! e advices received 
from him by lust mail intiraatod that ho would not be 
hero before August or September next. Timo will test 
the correctness o f the Indian in this matter.

On April 29th there were nine forms materialised, 
ono being identified as the mother o f  a  gentleman 
-present.

May 3rd, tho spirit “  Petor ”  took Mr. C. by tho hand, 
and leading him up to whero tho medium eat, placed his 
other hand upon the medium’s head, and there ho stood 
with one hand on the form o f  tho medium, and the other 
in the hand o f  tho Spirit, in full view o f  all. After Mr.
C. had returned to his chair, Peter picked up the heavy 
stone and handed it to oi\o o f  the sitters, then, taking 
tho reading stand from tho corner o f  the room to near 
tho front ol tho curtain, ho wrote with pencil on a 
paper which lay on it, “  Dear frionds, let this suffice: I 
am always willing to do all I  can for you.— P iter ."

"  Zion ”  distributed flowers and shook tho hands o f 
the writer and a lady visitor heartily.

On May 9th, no less than twelve forms appeared, two 
o f whom woro recognised:

Ou the 10th and 13th, thoro wore fewer forms, but 
tho manifestations were good, and a spirit giving the 
name o f *' Thomas Brown "  spoke. A  curious looking 
old lady appeared, and danced to the music o f tho box.

On the 17tb, seven forms appeared. The veiled lady 
known as tho "Nun,”  wrote iu a neat band as follows :— 

"  I am pleased to moot you to-night," 
and signed with a crossfthus f

The curious old lady referred to in a previous sitting 
followed, and taking up tho pencil wrote in a large 
angular hand, "  Sally." Geordie shook hands with all 
present, carried the large stone with great onsc, also 
lifted the reading stand on to a chair, l lo  subsequently 
sat on a chair and placed her foot on the writer's knee, 
said, “  Good n i g h t b u t  again emerged, and walking to 
the window, raised the bliud and looked out, as i f  de­
sirous o f  seeing the exterior o f  the room.

On the 20th, one o f  tho visitors being a musician, 
volunteered to play on tho harmonium, and soon after 
ho commenced, the voice o f “  Peter" was hoard compli­
menting him on the excellence o f  his performance. 
Geordie, who came out very strong, danced, shook hands, 
lifted the reading stand, sat on tho back o f  a chair, and 
seemed much pleased with tho music. The performer, 
striking up a lively Scotch air, Geordie danced with 
•animation to it.

John Wright wrote on a pioce o f  paper, in a clear, 
legible hand, tho words “  I am glad to meet you.— Jons 
Weight, "  aud handed it to one o f  the visitors.

A female form, wearing a dark cape or mantle, came 
to the same gentleman, but the force was waning, and 
she failed to present herself definitely enough for iden­
tification. She attempted to write, but tho words 
faintly written, woro only prefatory, and did not aid in 
proving her identity.

Skiewaukie said ho had seen Dr. Peebles talkiog to 
a “  war ch ief" named Forbes.

The sitting on tho 2oth was an interesting one. After 
a conversation with Peter, Zion appeared, and saluted 
tho circle; then pushed back tho curtain to show tho 
modium. Almost immediately aftor ho retired, Peter 
appoared, and taking some flowers that were offered 
him, separated part o f them and handed them to one of 
tho sitters for distribution, keeping up a conversation 
with them all the time.

Tho veiled lady next appeared, and raising her veil 
displayed her long black tresses. She was followed by 
a fomalo form, with a black mantlo, who appeared to bo 
lookiug for somo on o ; and, in answer toquestions.it 
was ascertained that sho was the wife o f a gentleman 
who had been there on a previous occasion. She tried 
to write, but was unable to hold tho pencil firmly; tho 
word written looked like Charlotte; she was adviaod to 
communicate at ono o f the morning sittings.

Zion again appoared, and somo remarks being made 
about the apparent variation in his height, Peter ex­
plained that when atmospherical or circle condition« 
wero unfavourable, tho form could not be made ita 
proper stature. Zion took a pencil and wrote on the 
wall, noar the top o f the curtain frame. After the 
circlo it was found I10 had writton his name sovon feet 
four inches from tho floor. Petor said that at Horne 
and Williams’ circlo in London, whore he was in the 
habit o f manifesting, they had been pleased to bear of 
our success, and requested him to tell us to “  be careful 
and work on.”

Geordie camo out strong: shook hands, distributed 
tho remainder o f  tho flowers, and shook hands with all 
heartily. He movod somo articlos o f furniture about, 
and sat astride a chair.

John Wright camo for a short time; so did Sally, 
then Charity came, took somo flowers from a lady, and 
carried them across tho room to a desk. She subse­
quently lifted ono o f tho sitters and unseated him. Ski- 
wnukio talked for a short time, but the powor boing 
exhausted be had to leave.

A  gentleman present who had witnessed similar mani­
festations in London, said these excelled any ho had 
seen. The circle is evidently making progress, though 
the change o f  influence by new visitors being present 
every time is detrimental to development of new phases. 
Though many ticket-holders are anxious for their turn 
to come, they may console themselves with tho reflec­
tion that the longer they have to wait, the better aro 
tho manifestations likely to be.

Dr. Cabpextkb must be a very differently constituted 
man, phrenologically, to tho rest o f  his family. Not 
long since wo published an extract from the lifo o f his 
brother, P. K. Carpenter, showing him to be a Spiritu­
alist From the following extract from a letter o f Mary 
Carpenter's,* dated Bristol. July 11th. 1858, we may 
reasonably infer that she, too, was a boliever in Spintu-

* 'Tam now alone on this bright Sunday morning, and thankful 
to cnioy my own com pany; tho cloud o f witnesses and 
guardian angels who arc ever near me, unless dispelled by some 
disturbing element."

A  Queensland correspondent, (Mr. Shaw of Reidsville) 
referring to Mr. Spriggs’ Materialising seances, reported 
in this paper, s a y s H o w  very fow o f your reader« 
can really beliovo in these extraordinary phenomena. 
Tho thought wells up from tho dark corners o f their 
mind, impossible. Allow me to assure such that it is not 
impossible, for I  havo stood f»ce to f«ce and held con- 
verso with the bright beings from the other side, in the 
wav vou are doing now in Melbourne, all that needs to 
bo done to obtain such glorious result« ¡«tho purification 
o f self, so that a spiritual influx may take place.________

► L if«  a n d  W ork  o f  M ary  C a rp en te r, by J .  E . C arpen te r, p . 2W.
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DR. SLADE.

W e extract the jcriiofrinff re  Dr. Slado, from the New 
York Tribune o f March 9th last:—

Dr. Slado now makes his home in Now York. A 
reporter o f The Tribune, in search o f M phenomena 
called on him the other day. He found a large, hand- 
some, well-dressed man, with nothing peculiar about 
him except n kind o f  uneasy look in his bluo eyes, seated 
in a sunny bod-room on thosocond floor o f abrown-stono 
house in one o f the up-town streets. Tho Doctor wore 
an abundance o f costly jewellery, and his surroundings 
showed him to bo in comfortable and rather luxurious 
circumstances. A  plain walnut table o f very light con* 
etruction, about four feet square, stood in the middlo of 
tho room. Near one o f  tho windows was a pile ol 
ordinary school slates. Without asking the visitor’s 
name, tho Doctor invited him to sit down at the table, 
and taking one of the slates from the pile, he put a bit 
o f  pencil on it about as big as a kernel o f fico, and 
holding it below tho tnblo and closely against it, naltod 
i f  the spirits would writo. There was a scratching 
sound, and tho slate, on being removed, showed the 
word “ Yes."

Now, said the Doctor, addressing the visitor, " I f  
there is any friend you want to hear from writo the 
name on a slate under tho table, so I can’ t sec it."

Tho reportor wrote rather illegibly "Augustus Steele," 
and rubbed the name out. Then he placed the slate on 
the top of tho table with a bit o f  pencil under it, and

!ut his hands on it, togother with that o f the Doctor, 
mmcdiately thore began a scratching sound, as if writ­

ing wero going on beneath the slate. After a while tho 
scratching ceased, and ther<* came threo raps.

“ That’s to show that they are through,”  said the 
Doctor. (Mediums always speak o f  their "  control "  in 
tho plural number, though it may profess to bo but one 
person.)

The reporter turned tho slate over, and sure enough 
it was written full, in a clear legible hand, with a ines- 
•age asserting that tho phenomenon was a proof o f a 
future life. The signature was A. Steel - th e  final o of 
tho name written by tho reporter being wanting, and 
only tho initial o f tho first namo being written. It 
seemed a littlo queer that the spirit should have for­
gotten how to Bpell his own name.

The reportor then tried various experiments with tho 
slates, selecting fresh ones from the pilo and putting 
them under and upon tho table in different positions. 
Writing was produced on them in every case when tho 
Doctor’s hands touched them. Finally Slade said he 
wanted to try an experiment. He put two slates to-

Bher, and placed them on the visitor's outstretchod 
arm near tho neck, keeping one hand resting on the 

upper slate. Then tho two joined hands. The writing 
was plainly audible, and tho upper slato was partly 
covered on its lower surface with a message without 
any Signature Neat, n slate ras placed on a table be  
yond the reach o f  Slado. The reporter placed one hand 
on Hand with the other touched tho two hands o f tho 
iloctor. At once the sound o f  the bit o f pencil.writme 
was beard. Tho reporter lifted bis left hand from the 
iloctor s and It ceased. Ho put hia hand down and it 
Dcgan again Thi, oiperimi nt was frequently repented.

|h. t . H b [ i ' i l  between Slade's hands and tho slate through the body o f tho reporter.

N|°7.PiUt bi°11'  ? ou,r fc.ot mino’ "  >«M Slade .. tyour left band on both tmno here on tho table, and hold 
a elate under the table with your right hand." Tho 
S S E S * * ! 4 ! « ' ru«ion e regardless or possible corns
i  t k S  niJ o ?\ . l ' C .i ,the ‘ l“ , °  »» H 
^ t i i d  hei , t|, f ,  'V? band by «onto iuvieible force, 
S d T  a Z c  0 ,i i d brr R'“  “ P ° "  tbeopposite, A  ‘» “ g P«ncii was then placed on a slate,and the 

bd,d .under 11,0 “ b>e- It waa thrown out ao 
that it described a curvo and fell on lop o f the teblo, a

ippli“ C ’proL.ilee.,P ' “ M' bT‘ n i ' - o '  « * •
“ Perhaps they will play on the accordion," said tho 

Doctor, taking up a cheap little instiument and holding

it with ono hand so that the keys were under tho table 
out o f  sight whilo his hand was risible. His other hand 
rested on the tablo and his feet wer«» still prisoners 
beneath tho stout boots o f  tho visitor. A  tuno was 
played in fair stylo, and a sudden flamo undor tho tab’o 
failed to reveal anything manipulating tho keys. The 
playing stopped as soon as the keys came in view, and 
began again the moment they wero out o f  sight.

Thoro was a variety o f  diablerie o f  this sort, each as 
the lifting o f  tho tnblo a foot abovo tho floor when all 
hands wore on it, and tumbling tho chairs about. No 
efforts with hands, foot, cr  eyes could discover anythin? 
below tho table but its four legs and the four lege o f the 
others. The sun was streaming jn at the two big win- 
dowB, nnJ tho circumstances were highly unfavourable 
for tho production o f conjuror’s tricks. Something 
began fumbling about tho knees o f the reporter and 
plucking at his trousers. Resting his left hand on tho 
two hands o f  tho modium which lay upon tho table he 
put his right hand under the tablo. A small cold hand 
patted it, pinched it lightly, and grasped tho fingora ¡n a 
quick, fluttering way. Then tho hand came out from 
beneath tho table in plain view, unbuttoned two buttons 
o f tho reporter’s coat, and instantly disappeared. As 
quick as he could tho reporter looked under tho table, 
but there was nothing there but the sunlight on the 
carpet, and the Doctor's feet hold beneath his own.

Tho performance was now over. After examining the 
table and satisfying himself that thoro was no machinery 
hidden in it, the reporter left the place, rather flustered 
and annoyed that ho could not find an explanation to 
account for the phenomena. In the reception room at 
the foot o f  tho stairs ant Slade’s assistant, a stout, elderly 
man who has long boon the companion o f  hi9 travel*. 
He said the fee was five dollars. The reporter came 
away thinking that tho show, though an expensive one, 
was worth the money.

W k extract tho following from a recent Sydney tele­
gram, which appeared in the H e r a l d The Duke of 
Manchester has attended one o f Mr. Milner Stephen's 
seances. H e saw some deaf patients operated upon, 
and having been deaf in ono ear for many years, His 
Grace determined to porsonally tost tho efficacy o f Mr. 
Stephen'« treatment, tho patients having declared that 
they wero cured. Mr. Stephen breathed into tho 
Duke's car, and after a short treatment His Grace 
could hear with tho ear for tho first time for many 
years. A  watch was placed to his ear, and ho said he 
could hoar tho ticking for tho first time for twelve 
years.

The Reformer for May is an excellent number, and 
contains amongst other interesting matter an abstract of 
a lecturo, by Mr. A. M. Samuel«, on “ Tho Sun our 
Saviour," which throws considerable light on tho origin 
o f tho doctrines o f tho Christian Churches.

NEW  BOOKS A N D  N E W  SUPPLIES,
Ex " P o t o s í . "

Intuition, by Mrs. F. Kingman : A  deeply interesting 
and highly instructive book, 3/6.

Arcana o f Spiritualism (cheap English edition), by II.
Tuttlo, 5/6:

Buddhism and Christianity, by a Scoptic, 8d.
The Words and Deeds o f  Joshua Davidson, 8d.
The Atonement: Old Truths seen under a New Light, 

by C. P. B  Alsop, late Baptist Minister, 4d. 
Phenomena o f Spiritualism, by Wm. Crookes, F.R .S, 

with Illustrations, 5/.
The Apocrypha, 2/6.
Coffin’s Botanic Guide to Health, 6/6.
Christianity and Solar Worship; T. E. Partridgo, 1/3. 
Your Futuro Foretold, 3/.
Bob and I, or Forget Mo Note from G od’s Garden, by 

T. J. Theobald: An interesting book for tho yourg,

W . H. TB BB Y, 84 RUSSELL STREET.
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SPIRITUALISTIC ft  FBEETH OU GH T PA PEES.

TT,e M edium , L o u d o n  (W e e k ly ) , 12/6, p e r  u n n u m .

T he n*micr'o*ft  L ig h t, th e  o ld e s t A m erican  S p lr l tu a l la t ic  and  
Pre,'lli0Hffhtp a p e r , p u b lish e d  w eekly . S u b sc r ip tio n ,22 /6  p e rn n n .

T . „  itelurio-P h ilo soph ica l J o u rn a l ,  a  f irs t-c la ss  A m erican  W eekly 
pub lished  a t  C h icago , U .S .A . S u b sc r ip tio n ,  17/6 p e r  annum .

« h U c r  M anifesto, m o n th ly . 6 d .. 5s. p e r  a n n u m .
The Voice o f A ngels, a n  in te re s tin g  jo u rn a l  E d i te d  b y  Spirits , 

published fo r tn ig h tly . 10«. p e r  an n u m .
.< Thcosophist,"  a  m o n th ly  jo u rn a l d ev o ted  to  O rie n ta l  P hilo­

sophy. O ccu ltism , S p ir itu a lism , ¿ c .  P u b lish ed  a t  Ilom bay. 
ooi iter annum .

L ight fo r  A ll. A  m o n th ly  jo u rn a l ,  p u b lish e d  a t  S an  F rancisco

u.6™l!T<rj  P rogress. A  w eek ly  jo u rn a l  d e v o ted  to  th e  Philosophy 
B„ ,l  Teachings o f S p ir itu a lism . P u b lish e d  a t  N ew castle . 10/. 
per annum.

rv u .i.s  of n il th e  above  a v a ila b le  fo r  e u b te r lp tio n .
C° 1" i  P O S T A G E  E X T R A .

W . H. TE RR Y, 84 liu.null Street.

W. H. TERRY.
Pharmaceutioal and Eoleotic Chemist; 

IMPORTER OP AM ERICAN, ENGLISH, AND 
IND IAN  BOTANIC MEDICINES.

Hcibr, Boots, Barks, Seeds, and Flowers; Extracts, 
Elixirs and Balsams.

Also, the O RG AN IC PREPARATIONS o f Messrs. 
B. K eitii A  Co,, o f Now Y ork ;

Apent for Messrs. Cheney A  Myrick o f Boston, U.S , 
An incomplete Exhibit o f  whoso Goods obtained 2nd 
Order of Merit at tbo Melb. International Exhibition.

m - H B P I^IN IB  KENT BY POST TO  ALL PARIS.

“ THE k e y :
A SERIES OF COM M UNICATIONS beabino on the

S P I R I T U A L  P H I L O S O P H Y .
PitiCK O n e  S h il l in g

P U B L I S H E D  BY W- H- TERRY,
__________ 81 R U S S E L L  S T R E E T , M ELB O U R N E.

C3-EO. .A.. S T O W S
SPORTSM AN'S HOME &  SANATORIUM -
Mb. Stow begs to intimate to bis Friends and the Public 

that ho has Built a Commodious Homestead on the 
G IP P S I_iA-HSTID L A K E S

Opposite Ro8bervillo,and that he is now ready to receive 
Visiiors. Sportsmen, and those desirous o f a Quiet and 
Comfortable Home may rely on the endeavour o f the 

Proprietor to give satisfaction.
T ubus 30s. pkb  W eek, ob 2s. M ea ls  a n d  Bed. 

Special arrangements for Families. Mail doses in 
Melbourne for my place, Tuesdays and Saturdays at 

•6.30 p.m. Steamers run in conjunction with trail» daily.

A D D B E 8 8 : P O IN ^  N OB M A N BY, J1ETUNG.

VALUABLE BOOKS A T REDUCED PRICES.

The Dcbateable Land ; R. D. Owon, 7/.
Communications from another W orld ; E. Sargent, 1/.
Ghost Land ; Britten, 6/.—paper, 3/.
Unity, Duality, and Trinity o f the Godhead: a Discus­

sion by 250 Clergymen, 3/.
Christianity t>. Spiritualism: A  Discussion between 

Thomus Walkor, Spiritualist, and Matthew .Grocn, 
Christian Minister; 251 pages 2/0, paper 1/0.

Affinity ; William Bowley, 1/.
Jesus ; Myth, Mao, or God ; J. M Peebles, 1/0. _
Also, a number o f  tho “  Banuor o f Light,”  “  Roligio- 

Pliilosophical Journal," and Spiritualist Newspapers, 
0 copies for l/. assorted. Posted 1/8. _________ _ _

8PIEI1UAL ASTRONOMY
C U li SOLAE SYSTEM, from a Spiritual almidpomt.
%  a celebrated Astronomer now called "The Law
F lou n d er  o f  the Universe, Reprinted Irom tbe
M arling,, 0j  Light; 42 pagea, Gd. W. H. lm m r.

“  LIGHT."

A lournal devoted to the Higheat Intereata ot 
Humanity, both Here and Horeaftor. Publiahed in 
London weekly. Melbourne Agent W . H. Tunny.

Ad. per copy, 13/- per annum, Postage extra.

TH E R E F O R M E R ,
P R I C E  3 d .

NEW NON.SECTARIAN JOURNAL, open to tho 
expression o f all ahadca o f opinion. Publiahed 
Monthly. Obtainable at Office—

33 WELLINGTON STREET, Collinowood. or 
Mo. W . H. TERRY, 84 RcasKLL Sinner, M ilboobk*.

Contents o f No. 8 (May) : Tho Clergy—Liberty of 
Conscience — Kippered— Reports o f  Lectures —  Tho 
Atonomeot— Origin o f  Organic Matter. Ac., Ac.

S-yV' Agents tcanted everywhere—Liberal Terms.

M RS. M ATTH EW S. 
B O A R D I N G  E S T A B L I S H ME NT ,  

6 C A R O L I N E  T E R R A C E ,  
DRUMMOND STREET, 

O R O T T A N  S T R E E T , CARLTON

THE THE0S0PHI8T
A M ON TH LY JOURNAL doroted to OriontAl Philo- 
sopliy, Art, Literature, aud Occultism, embracing 
Mesmerism, Spiritualism, and other Secret Sciences. 
Published at Bombay; conducted by H. P. Blavatsky. 

Australian Agent—
W . II. TERRY, 81 RUSSELL-9TREET, Meldocbjte.

Subscription, 20/. per ann., Posted to any part o f Victoria.

CHEAP SPIRITUALISTIC AN D  FBEETHOUGHT 
LITERATURE.

Delusion and Reality; or, Who wants tho Truth? 148 
largo 8vo. pages, 1/6

Tho Childhood o f tho World : a simple accouutof Man 
in earlv times by Ed. Clodd, F.R.A.S. 1/.

Dialogues and Recitations for Children; 105 pages, 
cloth, 2/.

Biographical Sketches o f  Prominent Spiritualists, in 
eluding Hudson, Tuttle, J. M. Peebles Samuel Wat­
son, DD., Kobt. Hare, A. J. Davis, Ac., Illustrated. I/., 

Solnr and Spiritual Light. Five Lectures, by Cora L. 
V. Tappan, 9d.

The Symbol Series ; 3  Lectures by the same, CJ.
Spirit Mediums and Conjurers, by Geo. Sexton. M.A.

L.L.D., Ac., 3d.
Mediumship: its Nature aud Varieties, 2d.
Misopsuedes, Od. . . . .  , ir
Tho Church o f Christ not an Ecclesiasticism; by 11.

Witch Poison and the AntiJoto; J. M. Peebles, 1/6.
W . II. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

NEW AND VALUABLE BOOKS JUST RECEIVED

Island Life, or the Phenomena and Causes o f Insular 
Faunas and Floras; including a Revision and at­
tempted Solution o f tho Problem o f  Geological 
Climates ; by Alfred Russell Wallace. 527 large 8vo. 
pages, with numerous Illustrations. 20/.

Selections from the Kur-in, by Edward W . Lane; new 
edition, revised and enlargod, with Iutroductioo and 
Photographic View o f Mecca 10/. . _  .

Peru • Incidents o f Travel and Exploration in the band 
o f the Incas; by E. Georgo Squicr. M A., F-S-A., 
late U.S. Commissioner to Peru, author o f  • Nicar­
agua,”  Ancient Monuments o f  Mississippi \ alley, 
A c .; 599 largo 8vo. pages, with numerous Illustra­
tions, 20/.

W . H . TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.
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217 BOURKE STREET EAST, MELBOURNE.

T T - i -  l . « « a  G r e a t l y  H n l a r g e d l .

Country Agents
Castlemaine— M r.W . H. Newlands.
Sandhurst— Mr. Wenborne.
Sydney—Messrs Turner & Henderson, 16 Hunter St.
Adelaide— George Robertson.
Bamawartha— b. G. Eggleston.
Tasmania (N .W C oast)W . B. &Oswin Button, Leven. 
Hobart Town— E. McLean, Elizabeth Street.
Oulgong— Mr. Mark Smith.
Invercargill,N.Z.— E. R. Weir, News’ Agent, Dee-st. 

Agents wanted fo r  all parts o f  the Colony.

T H E  “ H E R A L D  O F PROGRESS.’ ’
Weekly, price 3d ; Annual Subscription 10/., in advance

Is published on purely co-operative principles, and con 
tributed to by the leading minds o f the movement 
among whom may be mentioned W . Oxley, Esq  ̂
A . T. T. P. (Recorder o f  “ Historical Controls"), and 
others.
N e w c a s t l e - o n  - T y n e :  2 9  Blackett Street; W .  H  

Lambelle.
M elbourne A g e n t ,  W . H . Tebry.

3 ?  H  O  T  O  - A . -R , T  .

B A T C H E L D E R  A N D  C O . ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

( E s t a b l i s h e d  1 8 5 4 ) ,

Execute commissions in all styles o f  Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address 
4 1  C O L L I  B T S  B T R E B T  E A S T ,

MESMERISM.— A Course o f  Lessons in this Science 
qualifying the pupil in all its Medical, as well as 
Experimental Applications, by an operator of consider­
able experience, who held an appointment as Lecturer 
on Mesmerism to a Scientific and Psychological Society 
in England for some years. For further particulars, 
address :— Hr. Williams, M.A., Punt Road, Richmond.

Country Students bt Correspondence.

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.
O bjects:— T h e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  A d v a n c e m e n t  o f  

S p i r i t u a l i s t i c  T r u t h s  a n d  P u r p o s e s .
Office & B eading-room , 8 4  Eussell-st., Melbourne.

[ E s t a b l i s h e d  1877.]
The Reading-room is open daily (Sundays excepted) 

from 9 a.ra. to 6 p.m. and is accessible not only to 
members, but to their friends, and visitors from the 
country.

The Circulating Library is available to all Members 
subscribing £ 1  per annum to the funds o f  the Asso­
ciation.

The Reading-room contains all the leading English, 
American and Colonial Spiritualistic papers and 
standard books, also several valuable works on Oriental 
Religions and the origin o f  Modern Systems.

Membership consists in enrolment and payment ol 
a quarterly subscription, the amount to be fixed by 
the enrolling Member.

Rules and printed instructions for the formation 
and conduct o f  circles, also some pamphlet literature, 
may be had, gratis, on application.

The Secretary attends at 1,30 p.m. daily.

EPE3 SARGENT’S first book on Spiritualism, Com" 
munications from A nother W orld, being an Austral­
ian reprint o f “ Planchette; or the Despair o f  Science,’ ’ 
115 closely printed pages, limp cloth 1/— W. II. TERRY.

“ THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
T H E  V IC T O R IA N  E X P O N E N T  O F  S P IR IT U A L IS M  A N D  

F R E E  T H O U G H T

Subscription, Town, 5 /- per annum; Country, 5/6 
Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6 /- 

Subscriptions date from September to August, and are 
payable in advance.

The “ Harbinger’ ’ may be obtained bound, 2 vols. in one 
at 12/6. New vol., Sept. 1878, to Aug. 1880, now ready.

JUST PUBLISHED.

THE LYCEUM LEADER,
CONTAINING

Hygeinic Moral and Religious Instruction.
Gems of Thought from the Philosophers, Poets, and 
r  Reformers o f  the Past and Present, 

adapted for Progressive Lyceums, Family Use, Ac. 
8econd Edition, Revised and Enlarged, price 2/., cloth 3/.

W . H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

R O B E R T  K I N G S T O N .
(FROM ^  MAKER BT 

8ANGSTER8, APPOINTMENT 

LONDON), TO HER MAJESTY

© M B M E L L A  W A K E M t ,
^ O b p ^ J ^ O Y A L  -A /JR /D -A -ID -W  r- , 8 8  E l g i n  S t r e e t ,  C a r l t o n .
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth, 

Zanllla, and Alpaca.
FIRST EN GLISH  EDITION

TRANSCENDENTAL PHYSICS.
A n Account of Experimental Investigations from the 
Scientific Treatises of Johann Carl Friederich Zollner, 
Professor of Physical Astronomy at the University of 
Leipsic; Member o f the Royal Saxon Society of 
Sciences ; o f  the Royal Astronomical Society o f  London • 
Imperial Academy, Mcscow, Ac.

Illustrative of Phenomena usually termed “ Spiritual ” 
with numerous full-page Lithographs, 12/6. ’

E y e  O p e n e r s ,  for Orthodox Christians. A  parcel o f 
the above sent to any part o f  this, or the neighbouring 
colonies on receipt o f  6d. for postage.— W . E . T e r r y .

PRO G RESSIVE LIT E R A T U R E  A G E N C Y  AND 
SP IR IT U A L IST  SU PPLY,

2 2  P a l a t i n e  R o a d , St o k e  N e w i n g t o n , L o n d o n , E n g l a n d . 
( E S T A B L I S H E D  1 8 7 8 ) ,

A g e n t  a n d  M a n a g e r , M b . J. J. M o r s e . 
European Agency o f  Messrs. C o l b y  a n d  R i g h , Boston, 

u.s a . ,  and W . H. T e b r y , Melbourne.
All English and Continental W orks upon Spiritualism 
and kindred topics supplied. Subscriptions received for 
all the English Periodicals. Information afforded En­
quirers. Letters received and forwarded P.O.O., on 

Chiel Office, London.— Tebms Cash.

B O N A N Z A !  B O N A N Z A !  B O N A N Z A !

A ll U s e  I t . L a d i e s  use it in the B a t h , U s e  i t  f o b  
* h e  T e e t h . G e n t l e m e n  u s e  i t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e . It  is 
an Article o f  Household use. T h y  I t . Sold by all 
chemists, Wholesale Agents, FeltoD, Grimwade & C o
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