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A  P a p e e  re a d  b efore  th e  E c le c t i c  S o cie ty  o f  M el

bourne, on T h u rsd ay , M a y  1 s t , b y  M rs . Ja ck so n , on  

“ Spiritualism,” h as ag ain  b ro u g h t th a t  su b je ct u n d er  

the A ssociation’s n o tice . T h e re  w as n o t  m u ch  dis

cussion on  th e  p ap er itself, b u t  i t  led  to  a n  in te re s t

ing and anim ated  discussion o f  th e  w hole su b ject 

of Spiritual m an ifestation s a n d  in te rco u rse , th e  to n e  o f  

which form ed a  m ark ed c o n tra s t to  th e  form er discussion  

introduced b y M r . H . S . T u rn e r  ab o u t tw o y ears  since. 

Then the su b ject w as scoffed a t ,  a n d  tr e a te d  w ith  ridi

cule by a  g re a t m ajority  o f  th e  sp e a k e rs ; now  i t  com 

mands resp ectfu l a tte n tio n , a n d  h as  several ab le  advo

cates am ongst th e  M em b ers o f  th e  A ssociation . T he  

dobato was adjourned u n til th e  n e x t  m eetin g, w hen  

M r. T u rn er will re a d  a  p ap er in re p ly  to  M rs. 

Jack son’s, b u t in  th e  m ean tim e a  co m m ittee  has been

appointed to  in vestig ate  th e  phenom ena, a n d  D r . R ------- ,

a t  whose house som e strik in g  physical m anifestations  

have recen tly  o ccu rred , h as in vited th e  co m m ittee  to  

begin th eir in vestig ation s th e re . T h e  g re a te s t difficulty 

in the w ay o f  th e  co m m ittee  w ill b e  to  se cu re  a  suitable  

M edium, who w ill give h is  o r  h e r  send ees to  th em  in  

conducting th oir in vestig ation s. "We h av e  n o t, as  y e t, 

- any public m edium s w ho cou ld  be re lied  upon for th e  

_ purpose, and p riv ate  individuals, esp ecially  ladies, are  

naturally shy and n ervo u s in  su b m ittin g  them selves to  

an ordeal b efore s tran g ers , how ever confident th e y  m ay  

be am ong friends and relatio n s. T h e  success o f  the  

investigation-will depend m u ch  up on  th e  sp ir it in which  

' t  is conducted , and from  w h at w e have h eard  o f  the  

constitution o f  th e  com m ittee, w e have som e hopes o f  an  

im partial and d iligent in q u iry  ; th is  is all th a t  S p iritu al

ists ask, b u t i t  w ould b e  w ell i f  th e  com m ittee acquainted  

themselves w ith th e  philosophy o f  th e  alleged m anifesta

tio n s  th a t  th e y  m ig h t m ak e duo allow an ce fo r  unfavor

ab le  conditions, o r  im p erfection s in th e  m edia th e y  com e  

in c o n ta c t  w ith. I n  a  le t te r  from  P ro fesso r D en to n  

(received  b y a  gen tlem an  a t  S an d h u rst) by la s t m ail, he  

s a y s : “ I  h av e  paid considerable atten tion  to  S p iritu alism , 

and a m  satisfied beyond a ll doub t th a t  Sp irits o f  th e  

d ep arted  can  com m u n icate  w ith  us. B u t  I  am  equally  

satisfied th a t  m u ch  which passes fo r  S p iritu al h as a  v e ry  

different origin. S o m e persons a r e  m agnetized  by th e  

c ircle  in  w hich th e y  sit, and v e ry  h o n estly  g ive th e  r e 

flection  o f  th e  m inds o f  th e  circle , supposing a t  th e  tim e  

th a t  th e y  aro  u n d er th e  co n tro l o f  d ep arted  friends, som e  

a r e  self-m agnetized  an d  m e re ly  advance th e ir  ow n 

n otions, and y e t  th e y  m ay  do i t  un consciously and  

h o n estly  cre d it Sp irits, w ith v e ry  cru d e  opinions. U n d e

veloped S p irits  pass them selves off for o th e r individuals 

and give u tte ra n c e  to  ideas m u ch  below and som etim es  

alto g eth er foreign  to  th e  person  whose nam o is  assum ed  

for th e  occasion. A  m an in  S p iritu al, as  in all o th er  

m a tte rs  m u st stan d  secu re ly  on his fe e t and dem aud a  

sufficient reaso n  beforo h e  moveB, and a cce p t nothing as 

S p iritu al, m erely  b ecau se i t  claim s to  bo. So m e o f  ou r  

M ed iu m s like Slade, F o s te r , and M rs. H ard y , give  

nam es, dates, fa cts  by th e  hu nd red , o f  w hich th e y  cou ld  

havo h ad n o know ledge, and Spirits th ro u gh  som e o f  

th e se  “ and oth ers”  w rite  w ith th e ir  ow n han ds in broad  

d ayligh t, and give fa cts  en tire ly  foreign  to  every  m ind in  

th e  circle . "We havo on ly  learn ed  th e  alp h ab et o f  th e  

Sp iritu al philosophy y e t , and its  lite ra tu re  rem ain s to  be 

m astered , th e  d o or is  op en, b u t w e on ly  dim ly perceive  

w h at tim e  is n ecessary  fully to  rev eal.”

T h ese  a re  th e  w ords o f  a  hard, scientific th in k er, o f  

decidedly m aterialistic  ten den cies. H o  is con v in ced , 

beyond all doubt, o f  th e  re a lity  o f  Sp iritu al in te rco u rse , 

b u t he probably h as b e tte r  m eans o f te s tin g  th e  assu m ed  

facts  th an  ou r lo ca l scientific com m ittco  will have. A  

p ecu liar organ ization  is n ecessary  fo r  T e s t  M edium ship, 

w hich has n o t y e t  been developed h e r e ; m an y te s ts  

o ccu r  in ciden tally in p riv ate  circles, w hich, in  th e  p re 

sen ce o f  s tran g ers , w oidd havo probably been w ithheld, 

th e  positive co n tro l o f  tile  S p irit o v er the. o rg an iza tio n  

o f  th e  M edium  m u st bo s tro n g  en o u gh  to  o v ercom e th e  

influence o f  surround in g m inds, to  enable sa tisfacto ry  

te s ts  to  be given. U n less th e  com m ittoo a re  fo rtu n a te
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enough to meet with a T est  Medium it would bo un
reasonable of them to expect the same unvarying results 
that arc attained through such Media as those referred 
to by Professor Denton. Still we have little doubt that 
if they pursue the subject in an earnest and truthsocking 
spirit, they will meet with sufficient evidence here, to 
satisfy them at all events of tho reality of Spirit Mani
festations either through tho organization of tho Media, 
or that of inanimate substances in their vicinity.

Mr. M'Lean’s lecture, an abridged report of which 
(held over from last issue) appears in our columns, 
appears to have attracted considerable attention in tho 
district in which it was given. Besides tho favourable 
notices of the local press, a large amount of correspon
dence has appeared in tho P leasant Greek Chronicle, led 
off by a lottter signed “F. S. S.,” occupying nearly throe 
columns, being a criticism of Mr. M'Lean's lecture. This 
is responded to by “ Raxu,” who criticises tho critic; 
next wo have a letter from tho lecturer, accompanied 
with a long and interesting communication from the 
spirit of George Combe, which extends into two 
issues; then comes a long reply from F. S. S. (who 
is reported to bo a clergyman), and who strengthens his

{osition by denying the plonary inspiration of the Bible, 
n tho same issue appears another Spirit communication, 

and the rules, for the formation of Spirit circles. It  is 
evident that the subject must bo of interest to many in 
the Stawell district, to induce the Chronicle to devote so 
much of its space to it. Now that the public interest 
is so generally aroused in reference to Spiritualism, the 
example of tho P . C. Ohronicle might be followed by 
many other papers with advantage to their circulation 
and profit to their readers.

IW«K-

RESURREXI.

“  A  R e m a r k a b l e  P o e m .— T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t r i k i n g  p o e m  w a s  
r e c i t e d  b y  M i s s  L i r .z i e  D o t e n ,  a  S p i r i t u a l  t r a n c e - s p e a k e r ,  a t  t h e  
c l o s e  o f  a  r e c e n t  l e c t u r e  a t  B o s t o n .  S h e  p r o f e s s e d  t o  g i v e  i t  i m 
p r o m p t u ,  a s  f a r  n s  s h e  w a s  c o n c e r n e d ,  a n d  t o  s p e a k  u n d e r  t h e  
d i r e c t  i n f l u e n c e  o f  E d g a r  A .  P o e .  W h a t e v e r  m a y  b e  t h e  t r u t h  
• b o u t  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  p o e m  is ,  i n  s e v e r a l  r e s p e c t s ,  a  r e m a r k a b l e  
o n o .  A lia s  T o t c n  i s ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  i n c a p a b l e  o f  o r i g i n a t i n g  s u c h  a  
p o e m .  I f  i t  w a s  w r i t t e n  f o r  h e r  b y  s o m e  o n e  e l s e ,  a n d  m e r e l y  
o o m m i t t e d  t o  m e m o r y  a n d  r e c i t e d  b y  h e r ,  t h e  p o e m  i s ,  n e v e r t h e 
l e s s ,  w o n d e r f u l  a s  a  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s i n g u l a r  m u s i c  a n d  a l l i t e 
r a t i o n  o f  P o e ’s  s t y l e ,  a n d  a s  m a n i f e s t i n g  t h e  s a m e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  
f e e l i n g .  W h o e v e r  w r o t e  t h e  p o e m  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  e x c e e d i n g l y  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  I ’ o e ,  a n d  d e e p l y  i n  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  h i s  s p i r i t .  B u t  
i f  M i s s  D o t e n  i s  h o n e s t ,  a n d  t h e  p o e m  o r i g i n a t e d  a s  s h e  s a i d  i t  
d i d ,  i t  i s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  t h e  m o s t  a s t o n i s h i n g  t h i n g  t h a t  S p i r i t 
u a l i s m  h a s  p r o d u c e d .  I t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w ,  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  i n  t h a t  c a s e ,  
t h a t  P o e  h i m s e l f  m a d e  t h e  p o e m — a l t h o u g h  w e  a r e  a s k e d  t o  b e l i e v e  
a  g r e a t  m a n y  S p i r i t u a l  t h i n g s  o n  l e a s  c o g e n t  e v i d e n c e — b u t  i t  i s .  
i n  a n y  v i e w  o f  i t  t h a t  m a y  b e  t a k e n ,  a  v e r y  s i n g u l a r  a n d  m y s t e 
r i o u s  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e r e  i s ,  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  v e r s e ,  a n  a l l u s i o n  t o  a  
p r e v i o u s  p o e m  t h a t  p u r p o r t e d  t o  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  P o e ,  
w h i c h  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  s i n c e ,  a n d  a t t r a c t e d  m u c h  a t t e n 
t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o e m  i s  o f  a  h i g h e r  o r d e r ,  a n d  m u c h  m o r e  
l i k e  P o e  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r ."—Springfield Republican.

F r o m  the throne of Life Etomal,
From thehome of love supernal,

Where the angel fetf make music over all the starry floor— 
Mortals, I  have come to meet you,
Come with words of peace to greet you,

And to tell you of the glory that'is mine lorevermore.

Once before I  found a mortal 
Waiting at tho heavenly portal—

Waiting but to catch some echo from that ever-opening 
door;

Then I  seized his quickened being,
And through all his inward seeing,

Caused my burning inspiration in a fiery flood to pour!

Now I  come more meekly human,
And tho weak lips of a woman 

Touch with fire from off the altar, not with burnings as 
of yore;

But in holy love descending,
With her chastened being blending,

I  would fill your souls with music from the bright celes
tial shore.

As the heart yearns for another,
As a child turns to its mother,

From tho golden gates of glory turn I  to the earth once 
more,

Where I  drained tho cup of sadness,
Where my soul was stung to madness,

And life’s bitter, burning billows swept my burdened 
being o'er.

Hero tho harpies and tho ravens,—
Human vampyres, sordid cravens,—

Preyed upon my soul and substance till I  writhed in 
anguish sore ;

Life and I  then seemed mismatod,
For I  felt accursed and fated,

Like a restless, wrathful spirit, wandering on tho Stygian 
shore.

Tortured by a nameless yearning,
Like a frost-fire, freezing, burning,

Did tho purple, pulsing life-tide through its fevered 
channels pour,

Till tho golden bowl—Life’s token—
Into shining shards was brokon,

And my chained and chafing spirit leaped from out its 
prison door.

But while living, striving, dying,
Never did my soul cease crying,

“ To who guide the Fates and Furies, give, O give me, I 
implore,

From the myriad hosts of nations,
From the countless constellations,

Ono pure spirit that can love me—ono that I, too, can 
adore 1”

Through this fervent aspiration 
Found mv fainting soul salvation,

For from out its blackened fire-crypts did my quickened 
spirit soar;

And my beautiful ideal—
Not too saintly to be real—

Burst more brightly on my vision than the loved and lost 
Lenoro.

'Mid the surging seas she found me,
With the billows breaking round me,

And my saddened, sinking spirit in her arms of love 
upbore;

Like a lone one, weak and weary,
Wandering in the midnight dreary,

On her sinless, saintly bosom, brought me to the heaven
ly shore.

Like the breath of blossoms blending,
Like the prayers of saints ascending,

Like the rainbow’s seven-hued glory, blena o u r  souls 
forevermore;

Earthly love and lust enslaved me,
But divinest love hath saved me,

And I  know now, first and only, how to love and to adore.

O, my mortal friends and brothers!
We are each and all another’s,

And the soul that gives most freely from its treasure 
hath the more;

Would you lose your life, you find it,
And in giving love, you bind it 

Like an amulet of safety, to your heart forevermore.

W h a t  th e  fo o l d oes in  th e  en d , th e  w ise  m an does in  
th e  beg in n in g .

M a n y  h and s a re  k isse d  b y  th o se  w ho w ould ra th er 
c h o p  th e m  off.

i
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L E C T U R E  O N  S P I R I T I S M .

A lecture upon th e  above su b ject w as delivered in  th e  
Commercial A ssem bly R oo m s, Staw ell, on  T u esd ay , 9 th  
May, by M r. J a s .  M 'L e a n , h is W o rsh ip  th e  M a y o r  o ccu 
pying the chair. M r. M 'L e a n , w ho, o n  com ing forw ard , 
was greeted w ith app lau se, com m en ced his rem ark s b y  
reading an elo q u en t poem  o f A k en sid e’s , w ith th e  view  
of showing how diversified w ere  th e  m ind s o f  m ortals , 
and the u rg en t d esirab ility  to  establish  a  m o re  com p re
hensive and elevatin g sy stem  o f  S p irit belief. S p irit
ualism, th e  le c tu re r  said, w ould , “ w hen p ro p erly  u n d er
stood and acted  up on ,” m e o t th e  un iversal dem and for 
real happiness, sp iritu ally  an d  m aterially .

“ Spiritualists beliove th a t  a f te r  th e  ch a n g e  called  
death, mankind have a  con sciou s and a c tiv e  ex is te n ce , and  
can, under p ro p e r  conditions, co m m u n icate  in variou s w ays  
with their friends in th e  m a te ria l body. B u t  ob jectors  
think this to  be erron eou s, sup posin g su ch  to  b e  opposed  
to the Bible, w ith th is  su p p osition  w e ns S p iritu alists  
are a t  issue— upon th e  g ro u n d s th a t  m odern  Sp iritists  
are enabled, from  th e ir  ad v an ced  in te llectu al p o w ers, to  
comprehend th o  so u rce  from  w h ence th e y  reco ive th e ir  
communications, w h ilst o u r  H eb rew  b re th re n  w ere in a  
comparative s ta te  o f  ig n o ran ce— supposing th a t  D ie ty  
communed w ith th em  d ire c t, w h ilst m an y o f  th e ir  im 
pressions and teach in gs w ere  from  undeveloped a n d  m is
chievous spirits, hen co th e  m an y co n trad ictio n s t o  be  
found in th e  com m u n ication s th ro u g h  a n cie n t m edia. 
Reason and exp erien ce  te lls  u s  th a t  in th o  days o f  M oses  
and Jesu s m en w ere  n o t  so advan ced  in th o u g h t as  a t  
presont; and th erefo re  n o t  so well inform ed in g en eral 
matters re latin g  to  cau se  and effect, h en ce th e ir  su b sti
tuting m iracles to  any p ecu liar ph enom en on w hich th e ir  
rustic mindB could n o t  g rasp . S p iritu alism  proves th a t  
a  miracle is scientifically  and philosophically im possible. 
None would dony th a t  G o d  w as om nipotent, and th a t  
everything w as designed fo r  th e  b e s t  a n a  w isest purpose. 
No chango, th erefo re , co u ld  ta k e  p lace  from  H is  plan  
but for th e  w orst. T h e  S p iritu al sch ool is  th e re fo re  ju s 
tified in saying th a t  a  m iracle  is  im possible. N o n e  o f  
the powers exorcised  b y  p ro p h e ts  and se e rs  w as done  
without th e  p rov in ce o f  n a tu re . H e  w ould n o w  p roceed  
to show th o  an alogy  b etw een  S p iritu alism  a n d  th e  Bible. 
B ut before doing so h e  w ould say  th a t  in ad v ertin g  to  
th at book he did so w ith a l l  re sp e ct. M illion s o f  Sp iritists  
admired tho B ible m o re  now  th a n  e v e r  th e y  did.”

The le c tu re r  th e n  q u o ted  la rg e ly  from  th o  B ib le  to

Srove tho analogy betw een m odern  S p iritu alism  a n d  B ible  
piritualism. H e  alluded to  G id eon  a s  o f  a  doubting' 

Spirit—

“ H e  doubted w h eth er i t  w as a n  an gel w ho app eared  
to him in th e  form  o f  a  m an, a n d  h e  askod him  f o r  a  teBt 
— namely, th a t  he m ig h t be allow ed t o  p lace  a  fleece o f  
wool on th e  grou n d , an d  th a t  th e  an g el should so m ani
fest th a t th e  fleece o f  w ool d u rin g th e  n ig h t should be
come w ot w h ilst th e  g ro u n d  rem ain ed  d ry . T h e  tfigel 
did this, and so effectu ally , th a t  a  bowl o f  w a te r  w as 
wrung irom  th e  fleece. N o w  G ideon w as n o t  satisfied  
with this, b u t h e  said , ‘  W il l  th e  L o r d  p erm it m e, th a t  I  
»gam place th e  fleece o f  w ool, and l e t  th e  fleece o f  wool 
remain dry, and th e  g ro u n d  becom e w e t ? ’ a n d  th e  angel 
did th at also. S till G ideon w as n o t  satisfied, n o r  w as  
ne convinced, u n til, in  th e  seventh  ch a p te r  (J u d g e s ) ,  he  
received a n o th er m an ifestatio n — th a t  o f  th e  tu m b lin g o f  
» cake o f  barley  b read  in to  th e  M id ianitish cam p  ! I t  
was * °  he hoped th a t  a ll in v estig a to rs  a n d  Sp iritists  
would find every  S p irit a s  com p laisan t as  th e -o n e  who 
m ot G ideon.”

M 'Lean sev era l o th e r  a p p ro p ria te  q u otation s, M r.

“ T n  -Psalm  th e re  ¡b th is  rem ark ab le verso  (2 ) ,
L e t  th e ir  ta b le  b ecom e a  sn a re  b efore  th em  ; a n d  th a t  

which should have b een  fo r  th e ir  w elfare , l e t  i t  becom e a  
S p iritists  c a n  w ell u n d erstan d  th e  deep m align ity  

th e  m an’s h e a r t  who cou ld  u t te r  su ch  a  p ray er, 
peaking o f  ta b le  m an ifestatio n s, h e  ( th e  le c tu re r )  would  

a  le tte r  w hich h e  h ad  receiv ed  from  a  few  ru s tic  
j  n ?®w  ln th e  a g ricu ltu ra l a r e a  o f  Callaw adda, w h ich  no  

ubt w ould b e  highly  in te re stin g  to  m an y  p r e s e n t:—

“ .Callaw adda, M a y  6 th , 1 8 7 1 .

“ T o Ja m e s  M 'L e a n , Staw ell.
“ Sir,— H earin g  th a t  y o u  a re  ab o u t to  d eliver a  le c tu re  

up on Spiritism , w e deem  i t  o u r  d u ty , as  lovers o f  tru th , 
to  furnish y o u  w ith su ch  testim on y as  w e m ay  possess  
re la tiv e  to  th o  a ccu ra cy  o r  otherw ise o f  th e  inform ation  
w hich w e re ce n tly  received  d u rin g o u r  first a tte m p ts  to  
p ractica lly  in v estig a te  th is w onderful philosophy.

“  A  few  m onths ago, w e determ ined upon holding w h at 
S p iritists  te rm  a  c ircle , m o re  o u t o f  idle cu rio sity  th an  
any rea l desire to  believe in w h at w e th en  look oa upon  
as  sh eer ab su rd ity . W e  h ad n o t, how ever, to  rem ain  
long e re  w e receiv ed  such s ta rtlin g  proofs o f  an un seen  
in telligen ce, th ro u g h  th e  ru s tic  tab le  arou n d  which w e  
s a t , as to  aston ish a ll p resen t, o u r  qu estion s being chiefly  
directed  tow ard s elicitin g in form ation con cern in g  th e  
double m u rd er o f  th e  haw kers Selby a n d  B e n n e tt, th a t  
w as so m ysteriou sly  and cru elly  p erp etra ted  som e e ig h t  
y e a rs  a g o , u p o n  C a rr ’s P la in s  S tatio n . T h e  replies w ere  
o f su ch  a  n a tu re  as  to  convince a ll p re se n t o f  th e ir  a c cu 
racy . T h e  nam es o f  th e  m u rd erers  w ere  given , as  also  a  
d escrip tive  a cco u n t o f  th e  w eapon used by th o  m u r- 
d o re rs ; th a t  th e  w eapon w ould y e t  be found, and w h ere ; 
th a t  tw o o u t o f  th o  th re e  m u rd erers  w ere dead, and th a t  
th o  th ird  w ould y e t  suffer fo r  th e  crim e, & c. Su bse
q u en t to  receivin g  th e  aforesaid in form ation, an d  by m ere  
accid en t, w as found con cealed  u n d er nn old lo g  n e a r  to  
th o  sp o t w h ere th e  m u rd ers w ere  com m itted , a  sim ilar  
w eapon to  th a t  indicated a t  circle , viz., a  tom ahaw k, 
b earin g  un m istakab le sign s o f  a  len gth en ed  confinem ent, 
as  also  larg o  b lotch es o f  highly-Buspicious lookin'» ru s t,  
and , s tra n g e  to  say, w e have re ce n tly  ascerta in ed  th a t  
one o f  th e  alleged m u rd erers  died a  rav in g  m aniac, and  
th a t  p rio r  to  his roason becom in g diseased, ho freq u en tly  
d istu rb ed  all within h is  h earin g , d u rin g his sleeping  
ho u rs, b y  callin g o u t th o  nam es o f  th e  m urdered  m en, 
coupled w ith a n  occasional fiendish exp ression  o f  ‘ How
th e  one above th e  e a r  m ade th e  -------- g r in !’ & c. I t
will b e  rem em b ered  b y  th o se  who exam ined th e  dead  
bodies th a t  th e re  w as a  deep wound, as  if  from  a  to m a
haw k, ov er th e  le ft e a r  o f th e  lad B e n n e tt . T h e  said  
tom ah aw k is  now  in  th o  hands o f  th e  police, and w e are  
b n ly  aw are o f  one o u t o f  th e  th re e  alleged m u rd erers  
b ein g  alive, th a t  h e  is  an  o ld  co n v ict who w as em ployed  
up on th o  aforesaid  statio n  w hen th e  m u rd ers w ere  com 
m itted , a n d  th a t  ho is now  u n d er th e  special supervision  
o f  th o  p olice a  sh o rt d istan ce  from  B a lla ra t. Su nd ry  
o th e r  q u estion s w ere an sw ered  in  a  m ost satisfactory  
m an n er, re la tiv e  to  m a tte rs  co n n ected  w ith th e  m em bers  
who form ed th e  circle , and sim ilar replies to  th o se  r e 
la tin g  to  th e  aforesaid  m u rd ers w ere  received  a t  variou s  
su b seq u en t c ircles  in  different p a rts  o f  o u r  neighbour
hood. Y o u  a re  qu ite a t  lib erty  to  m ake w h atever use  
y o u  th in k  o f  th e  in form ation  h erein  stated , so th a t o th ers  
w ith m o re  tim e  and ability  m ay be induced to  investi
g a te  th is  not-to-b e-despised  sp irit com m une.

“  W e  a re , s ir , y o u rs  very  tru ly ,
“  C H A R L E S  M A C IN T O S H .
“ D U N C A N  M 'P H E R S O N .
“ D U N C A N  M 'lN T O S II .” *

“  T h e  hypothesis o f  th o  S p irit school w as— T h a t if  in  
th e  p a s t  th e re  w as a  law  by w hich M oses and E lia s  could  
spealc w ith Je su s , th e n  if  G o d  is  e te rn a l and his laws 
u n alterab le , th a t  law  m u st be now in ex is te n ce . A nd  
th e re fo re  th a t  w e c a n  now com m u n icate  w ith  an g els is 
a  lo g ical conclusion . T h e re  w as a  difference betw een  
th e  O ld an d  N ew  T e stam en ts , b u t th a t  w as ow ing to  th e  
p eriod  o f  tim e  betw een each . T h e  ru lin g  prin ciple in  
th e  O ld w as, ‘ A n  ey e  fo r  a n  ey e  and a  to o th  lo r  a  to o th  
in  th e  N ew  it  w a s , ' F a th e r , forgive th em , fo r  th e y  know  
n o t w h at th e y  d o !’ I f  revelation s w ere  m ade b y an g els  
a  th ousan d y ears  ago , w hy n o t  now ? W o u ld  G od allow  
angols to  v isit rebellious Je w s  and n o t us ? ”  N o  ; H is  
lo ve is universal, and an g els a re  evo r n e a r us, a im in g to  
co m fo rt and seekin g to  blcBS. U p o n  w h at a u th o rity  has 
ccclesiasticisra  d eclared  th e  can on  o f rev elatio n  closed  ? 
N o , m y friends, revelation  is  n o t  closed , and Inspiration

•In reference to this letter, the Pleasant Creek Chromole, of the 
12th May, from which we cull the report, says :—“ We may state 
that the persons who have signed it  are well known to us, and are 
men or respectability and some standing amongst us.”
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is  u n iversal. (A p p lau se .) F ro m  b ein g  a  scep tic , he  
w as induced to  in vestigate  th e  philosophy, and w hile so 
doing m et w ith m anifestations for which he could n o t  
a cco u n t. H e  continu ed his research es, and proved i t  to  
h e  th e  g r e a te s t  \booh m o rtal over possessed. I t  w as a  
gloriou s belief. Itru o es  aw ay w ith old dogm atic notions, 
a n d  also  dispels th e  dam ning doubt con cern in g th e  im 
m o rta lity  o f  th e  sou l, and w ith th e  qu estion  o f  th e  re su r
re ctio n  o f  th e  vile cask et o f c lay . Spiritism  rem oves th e  
id ea o f  carry in g  w ith u s  th a t  cask et, while proofs th a t  
w e have a  m aterial and spiritual ex isten ce  a re  n o t w an t
in g . T h e  le c tu re r  concluded b y brilliantly re citin g  a  
p assage  from  T hom pson upon th e  evidences o f  a  fu tu re  
s ta te , and s a t  dow n am id considerable applause.

“ M r. M ‘ L ean  th en  subm ittedsevoral M .S .S . o f  Sp iritu al 
com m u nications for gen eral inspection , and expressed  
h is w illingness to  an sw er any questions within his pow er.

“ A fte r  a  pause, his W o rsh ip  th e  M ay o r, as  president 
o f  th e  M ech an ics' In stitu te , expressed  g r e a t  p leasu re in  
prop osing a  vo te  o f  th an k s to  M r. M ’L e a n  for th e  very  
ab le and highly in terestin g lc c tu ro  o f  th a t  evening, and  
co n g ra tu la ! ed th e  people o f  P leasan t C reek  upon having  
in  th e ir  m id st such a n  able lectu rer. T h e  vo te  was 
ca rr ie d  by acclam ation .”

C O M M U N IC A T IO N .

R e c e i v e d  i n  M e l b o u r n e ,  J a n u a r y  8 t h ,  1871 .

“ T h e  tru th  shall m ake you free ."
F r e e  th ou g h t, and personal and political freedom  is  one 
o f  th e  g re a t ch aracteristics  o f  th is  m ost rem ark ab le  age  
o f  th e  w orld’s h istory . N ev er, since th e re  is  an y  re co rd  
o f m an ’s  ex isten ce  on  th is  p lan et, has his m ind h ad th e  
p o w er to  work so un tram elled , by e ith e r  prejudice o f  its  
ow n, o r  th e  enforced  opinions o f  his fellow -m en.

T h e  tru th s  which wo te a ch  yo u , a n d  which are  
now  spreading hy th e ir  in h oren t fo rce  ov er th e  
glob e, a re  one o f  th e  g ro a t ou tb reak s o r  resu lts  
o f  th is  h ab it o f  free  th o u g h t. G o d  h as g iven  to  
m an  reaso n in g pow ers, which H e  has denied to  
o th e r anim als, th e ir  in stin cts  suffice sim ply for th eir  
ow n p reserv atio n ,' th e  con tin u atio n  o f  th e ir  species, and  
to  m ak e th em  willing and ab le  serv an ts to m a n . T o m a n  
alone, is given th e  G od-like m ind, which enables him  
w ith eagle g lan ce  to  su rvey heaven and e a r th , and to  
ju d g e  o f  righ t and w ron g. B u t  reaso n , like political o r  
personal freedom  req u ires to  a c t  by rules, and n o t  to  
allow  itse lf  like a n  u n kem pt gard en  to  grow  w eeds a t  its  
ow n will, w ithout being sup erin ten ded by previous a r 
ran g em en ts and plans. P o litical freed om , as  y o u  all 
know  from  y o u r studies o f  h isto ry , is a p t to  d eg en erate  
in to  disorder and licen tio u sn ess ; porsonal freedom , in
to  looseness o f  m orals, a n d  ch a ra cte r . S o i t  is  w ith  
R easo n . L e t  h o t m an se t u p  his reaso n  on  a  ped estal, 
an d  endeavour to  m ake his ow n in stin cts  o r  th e  reason  
o f  o th e r m en p ro stra te  them selves before it . T h is is 
w holly unw ise, and likely to  g ive rise  to  serious evils. 
L e t  no system  o f  edu cation , e ith e r  for ad u lts , children, 
o r  society  a t  larg e  be com m en ced w ithout a  d u e  p rep ara 
tio n  b y con su ltation  w ith o th er m inds, and by en d eavou r
in g  by p ray er, to  sum m on th e  assistan ce  o f  in telligen - 
cios wiser, higher, an d  uninfluenced b y w orldly and  
m aterial preju dices. B y  th is m eans tr u th  m ay  be g o t  
a t ,  and tru e  freed om  o f  m ind will resu lt, th e  individual 
alth ou gh  allowing him self t o b e  open to  co n v ictio n  on  
an y  point, still reservin g to  him self th o  castin g  v o te  as  i t  
w ere , o f  his own personal opinion. T o re ly  to o  m u ch  
up on  one’s own unaided reason, w ith ou t firs t adopting  
th e  precau tion s; o f  th is  ch aracter, is  a n  e rro r  in to  which  
th o  yo u n g  m en o f  th is  gen eration  a re  very  a p t to  fall. 
A  s tim e p a ss e s  on and th e  ju d g m en t m atu res, m en see  
th e  ad van tages o f  consu ltation , and duo cau tio n  and  
reflection . A  cru d ely  considered tre a tis e  on  any sub ject, 
m o re esp ecially  on an y  question affecting th o  spiritual 
n a tu re  o f  m an is a  th in g very  g reatly  to  be dep lored . I t  
has e x a c tly  th e  effect on  th o se  who a r e  deceived b y  it , 
th a t  indigestible an d  in n u tritio u s food has up on th e  
organ ism . I t  up sets fo r  a  tim e th o  harm onious w ork ing  
o f  th e  whole m ach ine, w hich can n o t again go sm o o th ly  
u n til th e  p eccan t m atter  is th row n ou t. B u t  un fortu n ately , 
i t  is fa r  m ore difficult to  g o t r id  o f  a n  e rro r  on ce  im 
p lan ted  in th o  m ind th a n  i t  is to  g o t rid  o f  indigestible

food. W h a t  is  tr u th  ?  said  P i l a t e ;  w h at, in d e e d ! may 
m en say  still. T o g e t  a t  th e  t r u t h  is  and has been tho 
d esire  o f  m an , ev er since his reaso n  w as sufficiently 
developed to  m ak e him  th in k  f o r  him self, and desire 
good. T ru th  has n o t th a t  in n a te  p o w er over men’s 
m inds th a t enables i t  to  overcom e e r ro r  a t  once. Truth 
is g re a t and w ill prevail ev en tu ally , b u t a las  ! when ? is 
th e  question th a t m an y in q u irers h av e  asked them
selv es ,. w ith o u t b ein g  a b le  to  g ive o r  ob tain  a  satis
facto ry  Jin sw cr. G od in his m e rcy  h as allowed cortain 
tru th s , and those th e  m ost im p o rtan t, to  shine so brightly 
upon m ortals  who wish to  see  th e  lig h t, th a t  mistakes 
reg ard in g  th em  a re  im possible to  th e  unpreju diced  mind. 
B u t  th e  app lication  o f  tru th s -in  th e ir  m in o r o r  less ap. 
p a re n t form  is often  veiled in m y ste ry  from  th o  eyes of 
th e  sons o f  m en. F irs tly , b ecau se  th e y  a re  often afraid 
th a t th e  tru th  will n o t h arm onize w ith th e ir  preconceived 
ideas. Secondly, becau se th e y  d o n o t  go  ab o u t tho 
search  in tho r ig h t m an n er. T h e re  is  no ro y al road to 
know ledge o f  th e  tr u th  ; th e  p a th  th a t  leads to  tho sum
m it o f  th o  m o u n ta in 'o f  w isdom  is b o th  ru g g ed , stcop, 
to rtu o u s, and difficult, and he w ho w ill clim b it  m ust fear 
n eith o r latigu o, trou blo, n o r  desp air. B u t  h as  ho nonoof 
tlieso fears, does ho ap p ly  him self to  th e  search , after duo

S aration  and con su ltation  o f  w o rth y  friends, b o th  in 
o u t o f th o  body ; does he p re p a re  th a t  body in which 

his reasonin g m ind is  obliged to  w ork  fo r  th e  present, by 
ligh t d ietn u d cn lm n essofm in d : fo r  th e n  in deed m ay a  man 
h o p e to  a tta in  tho tru th  on  alm o st an y  su b ject which it  
is possible for his m ind in  its  th e n  s ta te  o f  development 
to  tak e  in.

Y o u  know  v e ry  little  as y e t  o f  th e  pow ers o f  tho 
hu m an m ind. M en ’s  ed u catio n  even in  th ose days of 
freedom  o f  th o u g h t is  s til l  v e ry  d efectiv e. I t  so often 
begins com p letely  a t  th e  w ron g end , a n d  reasons so 
th o ro u g h ly ,on  false prem ises th a t  th e  m ind to ta lly  fails 
in  m any cases  to  g o t a t  th o  re a l p o in t o f  th o  question at 
issue. B o  bold m y friends, b e  am bitiou s, s e t  yo u r aim 
high. B o  n o t co n te n t w ith  p a ltry  sh red s and patches of 
know ledge, strive to  s to re  u p  a  g ra n a ry  o f  tr u th  for your 
ow n benefit and th a t  o f  th e  w orld w hich is  hungering 
for it , b u t w hich ca n n o t a t  p re s e n t u n d erstan d  th o  means 
o f  a tta in in g  i t  in its  p ristin e  p u rity — N e v e r  s it down and 
be satisfied. L e t  y o u r G od-like asp iration s over lead 
y o u  upw ards to  som ething h igh er, b e t te r , a n d  p u re r  than 
yourselves, Though w e should be lo th  t o  p a r t with 
y o u r com panionship as  frien ds a n d  pupils, how joyfully 
should we hand y o u  ov er to  a  c ircle  o l sp irits  o f  a  more 
elev ated  grad o  th a n  ourselves, fo r  i t  w ould  show to  us 
th a t  ou r lab our for y o u r p ro g ress  h ad  n o t  been thrown 
aw ay, b u t like good seed  in  good g ro u n d  h ad brought 
fo rth  abundantly. B u t  w e do n o t  se e  a n y  immediate 
p ro sp e ct o f th is a t  p resen t. W e  a r e  p leased  a t  the 
p ro g ress  y o u  have m ade, a n d  e a rn e stly  desire you to  
con tin u e to  follow u p  w ith  a rd o u r a n d  en erg y  th o  work 
w h ich  y o u  h av e  begun. Qood-bye.

$ 0  ( C o r r e s p o n d e n t » .

Com munications f o r  in sertio n  in  this J o u r n a l  should he 
p la in ly  w ritten, a n d  as concise a s  possible.

O U R  C R IT I C S  A N D  R E V I E W E R S .

T O  T H E  E D I T O R  O P  T H E  H A R B I N G E R  O F  L I G H T .

D e a r  S i r , —  T h e re  a r e  p h ases o f  q u ack ery  most 
nu m erou s, and m ost am u sin g  ; •and am on g tlieso is tho 
exhibition o f  silly and p reten tio u s review -w ritin g in conse
qu ential p eriodicals. T h e  J a n u a r y  n u m b er o f  tho 
“ W estm in ster  and F o re ig n  Q u a rte rly  R e v ie w ” has 
a n  a rtic le  stuffed w ith ra m p a n t ab su rd ities and m on
stro u s m isropresoiftations, all d irec ted  a t  Spiritualism . 
F o r  a  b u n d le o f  te x ts  th e  review er gives th o  title s  o f  six 
books, ran g in g  in d ate  from  1 5 8 0  to  1 6 9 4 , and which are  
referred  to  as  " L i te r a tu r e  o f  D iabolism  and W itch craft-  
A f te r  som o forty  p ag es o f  tu rg id  n o nsense, th e  articlo  
winds u p  w ith th e  co m p lacen t conclu sion , “  T he whole 
im posing m ass o f  th e  so-called evidence o f  Spiritualism  
is resolvable in to  th e  effects o f  ig n o ran ce , im agination, 
im p o stu re, disease, fanaticism , and th e  r e s t  o f  th e  ca ta 
lo g u e  o f  hum an vice a n d  w eak ness.”  W h a t  m iserably in ' 
discrim inating abuse, w h at childishly p assion ate  sco ld in g!
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Observe th e  curiou sly  inapplicable q u ality  o f  th e  term s. 
r or "  ignorance,”  w e h av e  in possession a  know ledge o f  
the truth  o f  Spiritu alism , ns su re ly  founded as  an y  know - 
le.lee can be th a t is  b u ilt on th e  evid en ce o f o u r  extern al  
senses, aided by reason and reflection . “ Im ag in atio n , 
imposture, disease, fan aticism ,”  hnvo been conclusively  
dem onstrated to  be e n tire ly  w ith o u t a n ;  s o r t  o f  co n n ec
tion with th e  p h ysical m anifestations. A n d , “ th e  re s t  
o f  the catalogue o f  h u m an  v ice  a n d  w eak ness,”  sim ply  
conveys no m eaning. I t  is like callin g a  person th e  
stupidest, cu n n in gost, id lest, b u siest, m ost ou trag eo u sly  
sneaking, cow ardly , bold sco u n d rel th a t  e v er ro ared  ou,t 
the wickedness ho brooded o v er. T h is  will be seen to  
be a little  m ixed in id ea, and con seq u en tly  som ew hat 
weakened in stigm atising force . Ho, w hen th e  review er  
winds up by assertin g  th a t  S p iritu alism , as  a  belief, is 
based on every “ hu m an vice  and w eakness,” th e  logical 
absurdity o f  th e  s ta te m e n t m akes i t  th o ro u g h ly  inoffen
sive.

Hut th e  g ran d  finalo o f  th e  a r tic le  re a ch e s  th e  clim ax  
of ridiculous a rg u m e n t."  T h e  w hole fell cru m b lin g down 
[did i t ? ]  so soon as  th o  sp ir it o f  ra tion al critic ism  [su ch  
as I  am here n o ticin g ] a n d  the. ad v an ce  o f  positive scienco  
[positive nonsenso] had c le a re d  aw ay  th o  m ist o f  in vete
rate prejudice and tra d itio n .”  I n v e te ra te  preju d ice is 
just the th in g th a t S p iritu alism  is opposing a n a  bearin g  
down beforo i t  w ith a  force , calm , s ilen t, and sublim ely  
iiresistible, m oving e v er on w ard, like an  A lp in e g lacier, 
and its progress is as  c e rta in  as  th o  revolu tio n  o f  th e  
earth. B u t  h e a r th e  review er fu rth er. "  N o  am o u n t o f  
testimony, w h atever th e  n u m b er, re p u te , and unanim ity  
of the w itnesses, can  weigh a g a in st th e  plain evidence  
o f experien ce anil reaso n , a n d  th e  w ell-ascertain ed  o rd er  
o f N atu re .” A n d  th is  s o r t  o f  trash  is p ointed  o u t to  
ine ns very fine, b ecau se  i t  ap p ears in a p re ten tio u s p eri
odical. T he exp e rie n ce  o f  o n e  a g e  is alw ays a lte re d  in 
value by tho exp erien ce  o f  th e  n e x t ,  as  seen in th e  dis
coveries o f  s c ie n c e ; and p ra y  w h at is m ean t by tho  
“ icell-ascertained  o rd e r  o f  N n tu ro  ? ”  T h e  know ledge o f  
the laws o f  N a tu re  is essen tia lly  im p erfect an d  p ro g res
sive. So m uch fo r  th is  v e ry  dull m an, th e  W e stm in s te r  
Reviewer.

There is a n  o b stacle  I  freq u en tly  e n co u n te r  in  discu s
sing Spiritualism , which p resen ts  itse lf  in a  quibbling  
about term s. F o r  in sta n ce , I  sp eak  to  a  frien d re sp e ct
ing the su p ern a tu ra l phenom ena, and he brin gs m e up 
short by dem u rrin g to  th e  te rm . “ N o th in g  in N a tu re  
can he su p ern atu ral,” A c ., A c. A t  which I  feel cru sh ed, 
and humbled, and say  noth in g m o re . A n d  y e t  very  li ttle  
argum ent can  bo co n d u cted  w ithout th e  use o f  am biguous  
term s for th e  sak e o f  co n v e n ie n ce ; and m y friend him 
self goes on to  say , “ th e  su p ern atu ra l is im possible, and  
there is an  end o f  th e  m a tte r .”  N o w , th e ro  is  such an 
expression as  a m ath em atical im possibility ; e. g ., th a t  
two s tra ig h t lines should en clo se a  space, which is an 
absurdity, a  co n trad ictio n  in  term s. T h en  th e re  is t h e ,  
phrase, m oral ■ im possibility, signifying th a t  e x tre m e  <>IJ 
improbability which leaves n o sco p e for d o u b t; such as  
the “ im possibility ”  o f  a shilling, fa irly  tossed , com ing  
down head u p p e rm o st a  th ousan d tim es in succession—  
although if  tins happened th e re  would be no in fraction  
thereby evidenced o f  th e  known o r  com m on ly received  
laws of N a tu re . S p iritu al m anifestations, tested  by this 
standard, a re  im possibilities ; w e im p erfectly  understand  
. jn' TR ° f  N a tu re , th e re fo re  I  te ll m y friend he is rig h t  
in classing th e  su p ern atu ra l w ith th e  im possible, in this 
sen se; b u t he is  w ro n g  in supposing th a t  th is  is  equiva
lent to  dem onst ra tin g  th a t  su p ern atu ra l phenom ena have 
no existen ce. T h is quibbling is n o t w o rth  re fe rrin g  to  
except as  illu stratin g  th e  p e tty , peddling, sm all-grocery  
sort o f  in telligen ce th a t  is b ro u g h t pom pously forw ard to  
investigate a  sy stem  o f  b elief involving questions o f  th e  

Ht *ma8 'n a W® im p o rtan ce  t o  all m ankind, 
th e n  th e re  is th e  p altry -p o p -g u n  m alevolence o f  th e  

ow-ordered P re ss  alw ays p ointed  a t  Spiritu alism , T h at  
em inently unscrup ulous pap er, th e  M elb ou rn e L ea d er, 

usl needs th ro w  a  s tin k -p o t a t  th e  su b ject la tely . A  
nckguard im p o stor, nam ed  F ish e r , cro p s up a t  N u n a- 
a<*,n_S> ju s t  as  b lack gu ard  im p o stors a re  incessantly  

in °H ,lnfJ up, hero, th e re , and everyw h ere, and especially  
¡7  the pu lp ,t. T h e  L e a d e r  w rite r  says o f  F i s h e r : “ H e  

’  o r “ e a c t?  and speaks as  i f  he w ere , a  m esm erist."

This he m ay  o r  m ay n o t be, b u t  ns having .an y  bearin g  
on his kn avery, i t  m igh t as  well have been said th a t ho 
w as a  B a p tis t , o r  a  d ru g g ist, o r  a  p y ro tech n ist. B u t  th e  
a s tu te  w rite r  im proves th e  o p p o rtu n ity  for indulging in 
a  silly  sn eer, in th is so rt, “ G ra n t th e  ex isten ce  o f  th e  
pow er, call i t  m esm eric, m agn etic , S p iritu alistic, o r  w h at 
y o u  like, a n d  y o u  can  explain  m an y in stan ces o f  im pos
tu re , and m an y social phenom ena o th erw ise m y sterio u s.”  
N o te  th is im becility  o f  sp itcfu ln css, which aim s to  asso
c ia te  F is h e r  a n d  Spiritu alism . B y  such a  p ro cess  o f  
arg u m en t I  w ould u n d ertak e  to  prove th a t  th e  w riter  o f  
th e  a rtic le  referred  to  is a  m an who w ould, presum edly, 
rob a  ch u rch , s ta rv o  h is  children, o r swindle his g ran d 
m oth er. B u t  Spiritu alism  is  n o t to  be sn eered  a t , o r  
p reach ed , o r  tra d u ce d  o u t o f  existen ce . " I t  m oves, for 
all th a t,” as  G alileo said o f  th o  e a rth . B y  th e  w ay , I  
h e a r th a t  som e local D iscussion  S o cie ty  is p rep arin g  to  
in vestig ate  th e  th eo ry  o f  th o  earth  go in g  roun d th e  s u n ; 
an d , a f te r  conclu ding its  enq uiry , th e  m em bers will p ro 
ceed  to  exam in e in to  th e  com position o f  th e  m oon , the  
cau se  o f tw ink lin g in s tars , and th e  tru th  o f  Spiritualism . 
T h o P a rlia m e n t o f  L illip u t m e t to  discu ss th e  b est w ay  
o f  preven tin g th e  m an-m ou ntain  g e ttin g  fa t, le s t lie 
should sh ak e th e  houses as  he w alked.

I  rom ain, D e a r S ir, y o u rs  tru ly ,
C O L O N U S .

W I I A T  I S  S P I R I T U A L I S M ?

t o  t i ik  n n iT o n  o f  t h e  h a u b in o e r  o f  e i o i i t .

Sir ,— A  m o n th  ago , i f  anyono h ad asked m e th is ques
tio n , I  should have replied th a t  I  h ad  n o t th o  m ost 
re m o te  idea unless i t  w ere  som ething co n n ected  w ith  
ta b le -tu rn in g  ; and tab lo -tu rn in g  m igh t, p erhap s, bo an  
in n o cen t and cu rio u s trick  adap ted  to  boguilo an  h o u r  
w ith as  a  p leasan t exch an g e  fo r  charades, o r  p erhap s a  
clev er b u t useless ad ap tation  o f  e lectricity .

A  m onth ago , an  old frien d, in co u rse  o f  co n v ersa tio n  
w ith m o, in tro d u ced  th o  su b ject o f  Spiritu alism , and  
ad m itted  th a t  he w as a believer in its  teachings. A- 
smil(i a t  his sim p licity  w as quickly exch an ged , (w hen on  
fu r th e r  in qu iry I  found he m ean t religious teach in gs) 
fo r  th e  g r e a te s t  su rp rise , and I  confess th a t, could lie 
have read  m y th ou g h ts, ho w ould n o t hnvo found thorn  
flatterin g.

A fte r  fu rth e r con v ersation  I  consen ted  to  read  som e  
w ork s on  th o  su b ject, feelin g cu rio u s t o  know  h o w  it  
h ad been con trived  to  co n n ect religion and th e  tu rn in g  
o f  tnblos. I  h ad  h eard  o f  religion tu rn in g  m en’s heads, 
b u t th e  idea, in so b er ea rn e st, o f  tab les being tu rn ed  by 
roligion tickled m y fan cy am azingly , and I  cou ld  n o t  
help re v e rtin g  to  th e  grotesq u e-n otion  o f  “ ru m  and tru e  
religion .”  I  th o u g h t I  knew th e  p articu lars  o f  ev ery  
C h ristian  se c t  and denom ination . 1 had stud ied  them  
all carefu lly  and seriou sly  fo r  y e a r s , a n d  I  h ad  freq u en tly  
found th a t  I  knew  m ore ab o u t th e  p a rticu la r  te n e ts  o f  
som e ono o r o th e r se c t  th a n  th e  professors thoinsclvos ; 
who, as i t  often  app eared  to  mo, m ade “  s ittin g  u n d er”  
som e reveren d shepherd th eir whole x x x ix  a rtic le s . A n d  
I  w as qu ite p rep ared  to  find m y frien d was “ s ittin g  
u n d er”  som e w o rth y  p a s to r  who tu rn e d  tab les in a  little  
B e th e l round th e  corn er.

S ir, I re a d  th e  w ork s m en tion ed  b y  m y  frien d  ;  re a d  
w ith  in creasin g  w onder. A nd a t  len g th  I  caino to  the  
conclu sion  th a t, i f  i t  w ere n o t th e  g re a te s t delusion tho  
w orld ovor knew , Spiritu alism  w as “  n o t o f  m an b u t o f  
G o d ." I  folt th a t I  d are  n o t  leavo th o  q u estion , “ W h a t  
is Spiritu alism  ? ”  unansw ered. A n d  I  co n tin u ed  m y  
read in gs, d eterm in ed to  an sw er it.

L e t  m e say  w h at, in th o  end, I  con ceiv e Spiritualism  
t o  be. F i r s t ,  an d  to  in clud e all else, L o v e  to  G o d  ,  G o d  
th e  C re a to r  an d  P re se rv e r  o f  th o  U n iv e r s e ; G od whose  
a ttrib u te s  a re  W isd om , L o v e  a n d  T ru th . Secon dly, Love  
to  M an, T h ird ly , th a t  i t  proves th e  Im m o rta lity  o f  th e  
Soul and u ltim ately  th o  etern al happiness o f  all m ankind. 
F o u rth ly , th a t  i t  allow s m o to  use m y reaso n , and w ith
o u t ask in g ine to  a cce p t th e  B ible as  in sp ired , it leaves  
m e free  to  ad m it th a t  i t  co n tain s  th e  word o f  G od , and  
show s m e how “ J e s u s  is  th e  C h ris t and th e  W a y , th e  
T ru th  and th e  L ife .”

I  havo n ev er seen a  ta b le  tu rn ed , have n ev er heard a  
ra p , have n ev er a tten d ed  a  “  c irclo ,” n o r  havo I  expe-
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r c n e e d  (to  m y know ledge) an y  Sp iritu al m anifestations. 
N o r  do 1 need any sucli corrob orations, and I  m ay say 
th a t  I  am  n o t easy to convince on  religious m a tte rs , for 
a f te r  search in g and stu d yin g  carefu lly , fo r  th irty -fiv e  
y e a rs , I  w as still iiqt convinced o f  th e  tru th  o f  an y  one  
o f  th em  any divisions, in to  w hich Christendom  is parcelled  
out.

B u t  how is i t  th a t so little , so very  little , has been  
done to  m ake known to  th e  people o f th is  coun try  
Spiritualism  and its teach in gs ? H ow  com es i t  th a t  you, 
who believe its doctrines, have k ep t them  to  yo u rselves?
I  find on in qu iry  th a t  con v erts to  Spiritualism  have  
existed  h ere for th e  la s t tw o y e a rs , and th a t som e of 
th em , m en who stand high in th e  opinion o f  th e  b est in 
th e  land, a r c  al'raid to  confess th e ir  faith, le s t th ey  
“ stiller for con scien ce Bake.” S u rely  th is does n o t look 
like an  earn est faith , and surely you e r r  in keeping back  
w h at you believe to  be “ glad tidings o f  exceedin g g re a t  
jo y .” “ I f  B aal be G od th en  follow him, h u t if  th e  L o rd  
be God th en  follow H im .”  Publish b road cast ov er the  
lan d  w hat you know, c o u rt  inquiry, challenge criticism , 
shew th a t  y o u rs  is a living faith ; le t none rem ain  in 
ig n oran ce and unable to  answ er th e  question, “ W h a t  is 
Spiritualism  ? "

I  am , S ir, you rs faithfully,

IN C B 11T U S .
M elb ourne, J u n e  3 rd , 1871 .

----------- o------------
N  S P I R I T  M A N I F E S T A T IO N S .

TO T H E  ED IT O R  OK T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F  L IG H T .

S in .— Spiritism  claim s to  be founded upon facts  ; o f  
th e  reality  o f  th ese facts  all a re  invited to  ju d g e  hy their  
senses and reason. I t  is  frequently ob jected  th a t tho  
m ovem ent o f tables is a  ridiculous occup ation  fo r  tho  
disembodied ; th e  ob jectors, how ever, fail to  ob serve th at  
n o t alone tables, but chairs, stools, Bofas, pianos, clothes- 
presses, gu itars , violins, lam ps, pencils, and in deed m ate
rial bodies o f  all kinds, have been seen to  m ove w ithout 
hum an co n ta ct o r visible aid . N ow , ns in ertia  is the  
peculiar quality o f  th ese bodies, and n o t m otion, m ove
m en ts w ithout hum an aid a tt r a c t  im m ediate a tten tion , 
» t i l  le id  to  th e  logical inference th a t th e re  m u st bo a  
cause for th e  ap p aren t violation o f  tho laws o f  naturo .

A  search  afte r  this cau se is a t  p resen t engaging m any  
am on g us ; and although w e a re  n o t aided in V ic to ria  by 
professors o f  the recognized sciences, althou gh w e are  
ridiculed by th e  learned, and denounced b y ch u rch  digni
ta ries  as dealers in diabolical a r ts , still, wo have th e  satis
faction  o f  an  inward conviction th a t th e  hu m b lest ob 
serv er and reco rd er o f  facts  is assisting in som e degree  
in th e  pursu it o f  w hat m ay u ltim ately  be developed into  
a  science. M r. W illiam  C rookes, F .R .S .,  says, in tho 
Q uarterly J o u r n a l o f  Science, for J u ly , 1 8 7 0 :— “ T h a t  
certain  physical phenom ena, su ch  as  th e  m ovem ent o f  
m aterial substances, and th e  p rod u ctio n  o f sounds resem 
bling e lectrica l discharges, o ccu r  under circu m stan ces in 
which th e y  can n o t be explained b y any physical law  a t  
p resen t know n, is a  fa c t o f  which 1  am  as ce rta in  as  I  am  
o f  th e  m ost elem entary fa c t in ch em istry .”

A s  I  considor th e  universality o f  th o  phenom ena ob
tained by sittin g  in a  circle , and th oir independence o f  
each  o th e r, good presum ptive evidence again st th e  idea 
o f  delusion and collusion, I  propose to  furnish you with  
som e e x tra c ts  from  a  reco rd  o f  occu rren ces  a t  a  c ircle  in 
o u r  m id st. N o  sounds o r  m ovem ents w ere obtained  
un til th e  ninth evening o f  ou r m eeting, and w h at occu rred  
th en , and a t  th e  following, th e  tonfch, w ere n arra ted  in 
y o u r  last num ber, by a  gentlem an who atten d ed  them . 
O n th e  eleventh  evening, a n  invocation was read , m usic  
follow ed, and sounds on  and in tho tab le w ere heard first, 
th en  m ovem ent o f  th e  tab le was seen by all p resen t, in  
fifteen m inutes a fte r  th e  sam e persons had seated  th em 
selves. O n th e  preceding, o r te n th , n ight, th irty-five, 
and on tli ninth forty-five, im putes had elap sed before  
an y  soilnds o r  m ovem ents a ttra c te d  a tte n tio n . A  lady  
w as spending th e  w eek a t  m y house,'and being in terested  
in  th e  su b ject, desired to  be p resen t. Sh e jo in e d  th e  
c irc le , and we all s a t  with ou r hands on  th e  su rfa ce , and  
o u r  knees and fee t c le a r  o f  th o  under led ge a n d  legs. 
T h e  tab le , a  heavy telescop e one, is capab le o f  seatin g, 
w hen th e  ce n tre  loaves a re  in, fo u rteen  persons.

I t  soon m oved tow ard s h er. W o  decided th a t  tlireo 
la tera l m ovem ents should m ean “ Y e s ,” and tw o “ N o."  
T h e  following questions and an sw ers a re  som e o f thoro 
received “ I s  th e re  a  re la tiv e  p re se n t o f an y  o f tho 
c ir c le ? ”  “ Y e s .” R elatives w ere  nam ed, and a t  hus
band a  violent m ovem ent tow ards h e r  ensued. “ A re  you 
h a p p y ?”  “ N o .” “ A r c  you suffering bodily ? " “ N o.” 
“ M e n ta lly ? "  “ Y e s ."  “ A r e  y o u  pleased to  m e e t us ?"  
“ Y e s .”  “ A re  wo doing w ron g in m eetin g  for this pul
p o so ?”  “ N o .”  “ H a v e  you seen  G o d  ? ” “ N o .”  “ Is 
lie th en  invisib le?” N o  answ er.

I  th en  n arra ted  a  con v ersation  I  h ad  w ith a friend, 
th e  day p reced in g  his re ce n t d e p a rtu re  from  th is  life. 
I  asked him td com e to  ou r c ircle , if he could , and give 
us evidence o f  his continu ed existen ce . I  said he pro
m ised to  do so. D u rin g  m y n a rra tiv e  th o  tab le  shook, 
and was raiseil in a  v e ry  m arked m anner. I  endeavoured  
to  obtain initials o f nam e, b y callin g  ov er th e  alphabet, 
but “ N o ,”  w as signified by m ovem ent a n d  by le tter. On 
th e  tw elfth  m eetin g, th e  first m ovem ents occurred  
tw enty-five m inu tes a f te r  p ray er, a n d  d u rin g  music. 
T h ere ' w ere th re e  visitors p re se n t, an d  o n e only had 
stud ied  th e  subject. T h e  sam e ph enom ena o f  noises and 
m ovem ents o ccu rred . T h e  tab le m oved, in response to 
req u est, tow ard s a  person p resen t, w ith w hom  a  claim  
w as m ade for relationship. R e la tiv e s  w e re  nam ed, and 
a t  b roth er a  m arked m ovem ent o ccu rred . N oises of a 
kind n o t previously n o ticed  now o ccu rre d . Boon tho 
m ovem ents re tu rn ed , and becam e so v iolen t as  to  com
pel all to  rise. T he heavy tab le  ru sh ed  du e n o rth , from 
th ree  to  fo u r m easu red  fee t— all fo rm e r m ovem ents had 
been e a s t and w est. A  ch a ir  w as a t  th is tim e  up set, tho 
dresses o f tho ladies u n fo rtu n ately , to  used a  nautical 
phrase, “ fouled ”  with th e  tab le  logs, th e  c ircle  becaino 
deranged, and th e  exp erim en ts ceased.

Tw o o f  th e  visitors and som e o f  th e  c ircle  affirmed 
positively th at th ey  saw  th e  tab le rise.

SEANCE X III .

Two gentlem en and th re e  ladies ; room  r a th e r  cold, 
th c r . 5 6  d e g . ; cloudy night, damp a tm o sp h ere , no wind ; 
invocation, m usic. T h ere  had been a  ch an g e  in tho per
sons com posing tho circle . W o  s a t  for fo rty  m inutes 
w ith o u t any occu rren ce  beyond slig h t noises on  tho su r
face o f  th e  table. T w o m o re  ladies jo ined th o  circle , and 
w ithin fifteen m inutes w e h ad lo u d er noises and move
m ents. T he tab le  was th e  sam e heavy one, and moved 
repeated ly  w e st and so u th -east, tow ard s M r . R .  and Mrs. 
B . .Several questions w ere p u t, and th e  follow ing among 
o th e r s :— “ A r e  y o u  happier th an  w hen w e la s t m e t? "  
N o  answ er. “ A ro  you glad  to  m oot us a g a in ? ”  “ Y o s .” 
“ Can you su g g est an y  im provem ent in th e  arran gem en t 
o f  th ose sittin g  ? ” N o answ er, & c.

SEANCE X IV .
A  m ild, clou d y e v e n in g ; no wind, a ir  and grou nd dry, 

b aro m eter du rin g day 3 0 '2 0 S . F ire  in room , th e r. 0 2  deg. 
N o m usic. T w o Btrangers p resen t, who jo in ed  th e  circle, 
which consisted o f  th re e  gen tlem on  and four, ladies. W o  
ad h ered  to  no advised a rra n g e m e n t in sittin g , fo r  threo  
ladies s a t  to g e th e r  a n d  tw o gentlem on. T h e  detonating  
noises began in oight, and th o  m ovem en ts in  fifteen 
m inutes a fte r  tak in g  ou r seats . T ab le  m oved w est, east, 
and n o r t h ; and in tho e a s t d irection  in  rep ly  to  a  wish 
exp ressed  aloud. T h e  alp h ab et w as ca lled  o v er, and a t 
le tte rs  w hich in d icated  in itials o f  a  g en tlem an  recen tly  
doparted, d istin ct m ovem ent follow ed. I t  w as asked, 
“ A re  y o u  happier th a n  w hen w e la s t m e t ? ” “ Y e s ."  
“ C an  y o u  ob tain  assistan ce w hich w ill enab le you to  
give b e tte r  evidence o f  y o u r p resen ce ? ”  “  Y e s .” “ M ay  
w e hope to  see  y o u  o r  to  h e a r y o u r voice— to  h e a r your  
v o ic e ? ”  “ Y e s .”  “ W ill  i t  im press th e  in te llig e n ce ? ”
“ N o .”  “ T he e a r ? ”  “ Y e s .”  I t  w as e licited  th a t a  
lad y  p resen t w as to  h e a r th e  voico. O th er qu estion s re 
ceived answ ers. Tho tab le  shook and ro s e  from  tho  
grou nd m o re  th a n  o n ce ; th e  m ovem ents to ok  place whon 
th e  tip s  o f  th e  fingers only w ere lig h tly  held on  th e  sur
face. T he phenom ena d etailed  in th is  and th e  preceding  
com m u nication , signed “  L u x ,” h av e  now  been w itnessed  
and th e  sounds h eard  b y  fifteen p erson s, w hose names 
and add resses a r e  in  m y possession, a n d  w ill w ith th eir

{erm ission, be given to  any in q u irer. A ll p re se n t a t  th e  
a s t m eetin g  w ere  satisfied— 1 s t. T h a t th e re  was a  force
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C,en t o p eratin g  in dep en d en tly  o f  o u r  w ills. 2n d ly . 
t  th ere w as an  in telligen ce d ire c tin g  th is  force.

As this c ircle  has been form ed with th e  o b ject of 
dem onstrating fa cts  reco rd ed  elsew h ere, and in th e  hope 
of bringing to  ligh t fresh  tru th s , th e  m em b ers hope to  
bo ablo'soon to  invite in q u irers o f  all classes. T h e  con
ditions surround in g th e  in v estig ation  o f  w h at is called  
Spiritism, a re , how ever, exceed in g ly  s u b ti le ; and it is 
observed th a t th e  p re se n ce  o f  c e rta in  individuals p re
vents entirely  th e  o ccu rre n ce  o f  th e  p h enom en a, while 
the admission o f  m an y p rod uces v iolen t phenom ena, 
which can  with difficulty be co n tro lled . T h u s g re a t dis
cretion is n ecessary  in th e  adm ission o f  s tra n g e rs  ; and  
I am assured th a t  c ircles  a t  w h ich  m an y  in terestin g  
phenomena o ccu rre d  in M elb ou rn e form erly , have been 
prem aturely brokon u p  by n e g le c t o f  ru le s  w hich have  
been recom m ended b y e xp erien ced  ob servers in E n glan d  
and A m erica.

1 hope to be able to  co n tin u e  m y n o tes  in y o u r  n e x t,  
and am , Sir, you rs,

T R U T H  B E F O R E  A L L  T H I N G S .

St. K ild a, Ju n o , 1871 .

M RS. B A M F O R D ’S  V I S I T  T O  P L E A S A N T  C R E E K .

TO T H E  E D IT O R  O E T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F  L IG H T .

S i r ,— The follow ing in te re stin g  d iscou rse , p u rp ortin g  
to be from  th e  S p irit o f  S ir  I .  N ew to n , w as delivered  
through M rs. B am fo rd , w h ilst in  tra n c e , beforo a  m ixed  
audience o f , ab o u t fifty, in  th e  R ead in g -ro o m  o f  th e  
Reels M ech an ics’ I n s t i tu te , d u rin g  h e r  r e ce n t v isit to  
Picasant C reek , u n d er an  en g ag em en t to  th e  Staw ell 
Pyschological A sso cia tio n . D u rin g  h e r  b rie f  s tay  o f  
three days, she ad d ressed  seven  o r  e ig h t m eetin gs upon  
various sub jects, cau sin g  m o re  o r  less com m otion  in the  
varied minds o f  h e r  h e a r e r s ; b u t, u n fo rtu n a te ly , th e  
atm osphere an d  g e n e ra l su rro u n d in g s o f  th e  edifice  
whorein th e  p rin cip al sean ces  w oro held, w ere  such as  to  
be utterly  u n fav ou rab le to w ard s th e  p rod u ctio n  o f  un in
terrupted m an ifestatio n s, an d , th erefo re , m an y who, like 
Gideon o f old, req u irin g  p e c u lia r  tes ts , w ere  som ew hat 
disappointed, y e t, up on reflectio n , and a  m o re  p e rfe ct  
knowledge o f  th o  law  o f  m od iu m istic develop m en t and  
Spirit com m une, th e  few  d isap p o in ted  frien ds m ay, ere  
long, realize th e  g lo rio u s tr u th  in all its  effulgence. 
A t m ore th a n  one o f  sean ces M rs . B am ford , w hilst 
under th e  co n tro l o f  a  S p irit p u rp o rtin g  to  be th a t  o f  
Dr. Jo h n  E llio tso n , a c c u ra te ly  d escrib ed  th e  m en tal 
peculiarities o f  se v e ra l o f  th e  a u d ie n c e ; and up on  one 
occasion c le a rly  ro a d  th o  th o u g h ts  o f  one g en tlem an , b u t 
failed to  do so w ith o th e rs , possibly th ro u g h  th e ir  own 
anxiety, th oreby cau sin g  th o  p a rticu la r  th o u g h t to  be- 
como confused, cou p led  to  th e  aforesaid  unfavourable  
surroundings, & c.

I  am  happy to  say  th a t  several c ircles  o f  in tellect  a re  
in course o f  fo rm atio n  in a n d  aro u n d  S taw ell, and tliati 
our psych ological asso cia tio n  a r e  b u ck lin g  o n  th e ir  a i^  
m our o f  in vestig ation .

O n w a r d .
------------o------------

I N V O C A T I O N .

G r e a t  F a t h e r  o f  M a n k in d  ! look dow n on  th ese  
th y  children. W it h  th y  p o w erfu l b re a th  b rin g  th y  
m essengers who a r e  a b le  th e se  to  te a c h . O ! bright 
principle o f  t r u t h  a n d  love, fain  w ould w e have thee  
so to bring us n e a re r  to  th e  kn ow ledge o f  th y  lovo !

Frien ds,— I n  ad d ressin g  y o u  to -d a y , w e w ould tr y  to  
make you realise  how m u ch  pow er w e have to  give you  
what y o u r souls desiro. F a i n  w ould  w e te ll i t  as  you  
wish to  have i t  to ld , b u t  th is  w ould n o t bo w ise. I t  
would be b e tte r , frien d s, to  w a it a  li ttle  w hile. N ow  
your m inds a r e  u n p rep ared — y e  w ould n o t believe it . 
Tain w ould w e give y o u  all th o  te s ts  y e  a s k ; b u t 
tke tim e will co m e  w hen th a t  m edium  I  to ld  you  
ui *  will so a d d ress  y o u , a n d  y o u r  m inds will 
then bo b etto r  p re p a re d . S h e  w ill g ive y o u  w h at will 
bless you, an d - su it  y o u r case . W h y  is  th e re

• Tho ono alluded to  la a  young lady whoso mcdlumlatlc powora arc rare.

so m u ch  scep ticism  am o n g st y o u ?  W h y  is y o u r reaso n  
blinded ? W h y a re  y o u r m inds so ru led  and gu ided by  
y o u r  lellow -m en ? 1 w ill te ll you w hy. I t  is th ro u g h  
id len ess! Y e  w ould have o th ers  do for you w h at it is 
p ro p er y o u  should do for yo u rselves. W e  w ould have  
y e  p rov e for yo u rselves b y reaso n — G o d ’s  g r e a te s t  g ift  
to  m an is reaso n . U s e  i t ; p rov e by it to  y o u r ow n m inds 
th e  g loriou s tru th . W h en  in ig n o ran ce  you would listen  
to  moil who teach  only w h at is false ; when in ig n o ran ce  
y o u  lend yo u rselves to  th is , and profess to  be C h ristian s ! 
C h ris tia n s !— to  believe a  d o g m a ; listen in g  to  th e  teach 
ings o f m en  who tell y o u  w h at y o u r  reaso n  re je c ts  as  false. 
O h ! th a t yo  co u ld  w eed o u t  th e  e rro r- a n d  find tho  
tru th  o f th ose teach in gs o f  th e  g r e a t  m an C h r is t ! Follow  
o u t his teach in g s ; his p u re  and holy life. D o as  he bid  
y e :  “ Lovo y o u r n eigh b ou rs as  y o u rse lv e s ; “ D o unto  
oth ers a s  y e  w ould th a t  m en should do to  y o u .”  K n ow  
ye n o t  w h at led him to  suffer. E v en  now he suffers fo r  
y o u r dou b ts. Y o u r  teach ers  w ould brin g him b efore you, 
as  th e  G re a t and In fin ite  him self. C ou ld  he, w ith his 
deep h u m ility  b e a r to  h e a r su ch  hom ago paid to  h im se lf?  
A ll th ose whom he y earn ed  for h av e  b rou gh t him down  
to  e a r th  by th e ir  co n tin u ed  c ry  o f  “ C h rist, C h ris t."  

.H e  fain w ould give th em  co m fo rt. B u t  th e y  say  
to  him , “ Oh G o d ,” and how c a n  he com fort  
th em  w hen h e  is n o t G od, b u t G o d ’s son ; a p a r t  o f  God, 
as  e’en  th o u  a r t ,  m y b ro th e rs . W h y  a re  y o u  blind to  
tru th  a n d  reaso n . T h e  tim e shall com e w hen d o ub Land  
e rro r , a n d  o rth o d o xy  to o , shall c le a r  a w ay. T hen  
shall you realise  th e  tr u th . G re a t and gloriou s a re  tho 
a re  th e  w ays ot G od ; g re a t th e  m eans by which ho 
w ould m ake kn ow n th ose w ays. N o  blind dogm as, b u t  
b rig h t a n d  g lo rio u s teach in gs from  th e  S p irit-w orld  to  
su stain  you am id y o u r  trou b les. M an ! y e  m ake trpu blo  
for yourselves. T h e  prin ciples by which you live a re  
false ! T h e  tim e is fa s t ap p ro ach in g  when in th e  m inds 
o f  m en sh all rip en  th e  seed sown even w ith in  th e  la s t  
few  y e a rs . M en  shall th ro w  off th e  chain s w hich bind  
th em  now, and m ind s shall be freed  from  p riestly  fe tte rs .  
So do wo look to  y o u  w ith th o  desiro o f  b rin g in g  you  
to  b e tte r  th o u g h ts— and th u s  ben efit ou rselves. E v en  
h ero , in th e  sp irit-w o rld , a r c  m an y  in d ark n ess, still 
w aitin g  fo r  th o  re su rre c tio n  and th e  ju d g m e n t. W h a t  
a  sy m p ath y  and love we h av e  fo r  th o se  m isguided ones. 
T h e re  a r e  ban ds o f  sp ir its  u n ite d  for th is  one g ren t

Surp ose— to  b rin g  th e  m inds o f  m en  to  learn  th e  tr u th .
To idle s ta te  o f  r e s t  is ou rs, as  y o u  w ould th in k  o f  h e a v e n ; 

no d read fu l s ta te  o f  pain, as  y o u  w ould also  te a ch  o f  hell. 
H e ll is  a  m an ’s ow n co n scien ce , frien d s ; a n d  each  in 
hiS p ro p er sp h ere o f  actio n  m u st w ork  o u t his ow n  
red em p tion . T h e re  a r e  m an y  am o n g  y o u  w ho y e t  
liavo th e  fe a r  o f  hell in th e ir  h e a rts . B oot  i t  o u t, and  
m ake room  fo r  th e  tr u th . N o‘ sp irit is  so high b u t y o u  
m ay a t t r a c t  i t  b y  y o u r  w ish . F o r  a  w hile I  leavo  
y o u , b u t o re  d o in g  so I  b re a th e  y o u  a  p r a y e r  to  
th a t  G r e a t  P o w er—

G ro a t an d  h o ly  G od ,
L o o k  dow n on th e se  th y  m isguided ch ild ren ,
So g ive th em  p atien ce ,
So p rov e to  th em  w ith o u t d ou b tin g ,
A ll w e w ould so g lad ly  g ive to  th e m .f  

S o w ould I  a d d re s s y e , a n d  p rov e th e  p o w er th a t  m u sic  
has on  th e  m ind. Y o u r  m edium  is n o t so well co n tro lled  
b y m o as  b efore . Sh e is  in  pain from  atm o sp h eric  
ch an ges. I  w ill ad d ress y o u  ag ain , if  in clin ed  to  listen .

C A S T L E M A I N E .

( f r o m  o u r  l o c a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n t .)
I n  m y la s t I  alluded to  th e  pu blic c irc le s  held a t  M r .  

.B am fo rd ’s, and th o  in te re s t th e y  w ere  e xcitin g . T h is  
in te re s t seem s to  bo in creasin g , ju d g in g  from  th e  la rg e  
atten d an ces, visitors com in g ev en  from  S an d h u rst for  
th a t  purpose. L a s t  T u e sd a y  th e re  w as a  Bmall p o sse  
from  th a t  j lace , and o n e  g en tlem an  am o n g  th em  e x 
hibited evidences o f  g r o a t  su scep tib ility  to  S p iritu al 
influences, becom ing pow erfu lly con tro lled . H e  described  
his sensations as  being deligh tful, and th o  scen es p re 
sented  to  his aw ak ened vision as  g ran d , m akin g him feel 
lo th  to  re tu rn  to  th e  n o rm al cond ition. H e  exp ressed  
his aston ishm ent, m o re  on  a c co u n t o f  h is  h av in g boon

f  This pruyur wu* sung by Mr». Bamford.
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unsuccessfu lly op erated  upon l>y several ])rofessors o f  
cleetro-b jolof'y . T he w ritin g  m edium s are  m ore num e
ro u s  than ov er— as m an y ns a  dozen m ay he seen under 
influence a t  fine tim e, in various stages o f  developm ent. 
T h e  nuinhcous p riv ate  c ircles  in C astlem aine a re  m aking  
stead y  progress, and now developm ents are  constan tly  
ta k in g  p lace in som e o f  th em . The C hildren's P rog res
sive L y ceu m  is in creasin g  in nu m b ers, and th e  scholars  
ap p ear to  tak e a  lively in te re st in w hat is ta u g h t them . 
W o have every  reason to  he satisfied w ith th e  progress  

o f  ou r g loriou s cau se  in th is d istrict, and hope to  hear  
c f  ¡w good resu lts  in o th e r q u arters. I will w rite you  
fro m  tim e to  tim e  when an y th in g  o f  in terest transpires, 
m ean tim e i  rem ain

______ B E T A .

O N  T i l  E  P R E S E N T  T E N D E N C Y  O F  L I B E R A T E D  
T H O U  O U T .

ANIMALS m  prompted by instinct, man regulates his conduct by 
reason, while the Deity is guided by intuition. We tints occupy 
a  place between the lowest and the highest, and while we look 
forward to what our aspirations indicate as our future, we may 
with benefit take warning'from the follies of the past. Does a 
retrospective view of the beliefs of our ancestors alTord our reason 
satisfaction? Can any read sacred, or ordinary Instory, without 
horror and grief, a t  the enormities perpetrated in the name of 
religion, by following the dictates of wlmt is called conscience? 
Now while most admit that t(K̂  race has ever been working and 
advancing under guidance, it mu-t be evident that man has never 
done his best. There have always been influences for good which 
lie might have recognized: light lias always shone through a Con
fucius, a Socrates, a Plato, a  Jesus, ait Alfred, a  Swedenborg. No 
time has been without its phenomenal history. Truth, holy truth 
has been knocking a t the door of man’s heart for ages: a saviour 
has ever been standing there seeking admission, hill, his voice was 
not heard. Progression, the evident design in all nature, has been 
retarded. Mind, riot content with lording it over tlie brutes, has 
sought dominion over fellow minds. Tints ambition of men has 
been a constant, source of non-development. The race lias been 
mentally enslaved, and has never been permitted to think out the 
great problems. An assent to dogmas was demanded a t the risk 
of life, and faith was proclaimed as necessary to salvation from 
terrors of priestly invention. This was the parent of hypocrisy; 
nil sorts of devices were resorted to in order to enslave the minds 
of men, while they are still terrified from applying their reason to 
their religious beliefs. Moshcim tells us in vol. 1, page 130, 
“ that the doctrine that it  was not only lawful hut commendable 
to deceive and lie for the sake of truth and piety, early spread 
among the Christians of the second century anti if  then, it may 
reasonably lie inferred, that the same art of deceiving was prac
tised among the vt-ilful scnsunl Jews, the custodians of the most 
ancient history, who appear never to have been instructed in the 
doctrine of future life.

As may ho imagined, Reform and reformers were always dreaded: 
Socrates and Jesas were both unbelievers in the prevalent doc
trines then considered as vital truths; the spread of infidelity 
gave the priests then, as much uneasiness ns it  gives the clergy- 
now, and as they could not put them down by argument, they did, 
wlmt no doubt many have since desired to do, to other freethink
ers, they killed them. The pure teaching of the son o f Joseph and 
Mnry, soon hecamo Paganized ; ns time rolled on, man added to 
bis beljefs; the true faith was never entirely lost, hut by a process 
of accretion, theology was developed. W hile the tribes and 
nations fought, the warriors delegated to a class, the duty and 
privilege of prayer. An angry Deity conceived in the likeness of 
the mythical Saturn ever ready to devour his children, had to be 
apiictutcd by blood. The pagan idea of sacrifice developed the 
doctrine of the sacrifice on the cross; and a sacerdotal order has 
ever been a supreme, power in every state. The admission to their 
paradise, and immunity from their brimstone pit, was purchased, 
(1 ) and the race slumbered for centuries ns regards religious 
thought. I t  has however ever been a disturbed sleep, there were 
periodic wakings; reason would have itself heard, and Wicklifle, 
H ubs, Luther, Calvin, Socinus, Scrvetus and others, asserted the 
right of private judgment, although some of them denied this to 
others.  ̂ Their light was according to their d ay ; some of the in
crustation of religion was shaken off, alas only some, and in its 
place has been imposed a superstition of nnolher kind. This hns 
been subm.ttcd to for more than three hundred years.

Religions belief hns become fossilized, it  hns not been reasoned 
upon. An infallible church was given up, hut the reformers sot 
up in Its stead an idol equally offensive to truth. This incubus 
hns really retarded the race since the so-called reformation. The 
Anglo-Snxon hns not advanced by theology, hut in spite of it . I t  
is  n fact that progress has ever been impeded by the clergy on the 
authority of the Bible. The Royal Society, the microscope, tele
scope, vaccinntion, life  assurance, fanners for wheat, chloioform, 
secular education, the science of Geology, were all declared to he 
atheistical inventionsof Satan, and subversive of the Christian faith.

(1) Tho North British Review lately passed Into the handa of liberal Catholics; 
In  tho last number Is an article on -T h o  Bornias,"  and tho writer aaj-a "H e  
( Alexander VI.) simplified and cheapened the deliverance ol souls in purgatory 
.  .  .  .  The mass was not held necessary, to visit the churches did aa well 
Neither confession nor contrition waa required, hut onlv money. I t  come to  be 
tho omclnl doctrine, that a  soul Hew up to heaven, as last as tho money chinked 
in  tho box.”

Historv reveals llic fact that the gradual diminution of theo
logical authority, 1ms been in a direct proportion with progress. 
The Historians Lccky and Buckle both notice this : the former 
says ( 2 )  " I n  medicine, physical science, commercial interests, 
politics, and even ethics, the reformer has been confronted with 
theological affirmations which barred his way, which were all de
fended as of vital importance, and wore all in turn compelled to 
yield before the secularising influence of civilization." 1 look in 
vain in history, for names of churchmen who have advocated any 
of the groat social reforms forced upon, society .' There is one 
single exception. I allude to Archbishop Langton who with (lie 
Barons obtained from King John the Magna Chnrtn.

It is darkest however ju st before dawn. Motion is a property 
of matter. They are, says Davis (3 ) “ co-eternal principles," and 
motion pervades all nature. Thought participates ill the general 
activity and can no more he permanently chained titan can water 
lie restrained from flowing down hill.

The fact is apparent, that the religion of the Teutonic race, is 
being subjected to tho scrutiny of the most active, intelligent, 
and fearless minds. The immense progress made in the physical 
sciences this century. Ims led to the conclusion that authority is 
not the soundest basis on which to erect b elief: the overthrow of 
theories by new discovery, indicates that unbelief in traditions is 
necessary, and wlmt is termed (4 ) infidelity compulsory. With 
every new fact i i  is needful to reject the authority tlm t hits denied 
that fact. ‘Pope Urban the eighth solemnly condemned the mo
tion of the earth n sn  heresy; Alexander the seventh confirmed 
and approved tlmt decree, by his apostolic authority. Is the 
authority of these ignorant Popes on a point now adopted by all 
Civilized nations to he affirmed or rejected? Depend'upon it, other 
dogmas now upheld ns vital by the churches, are gradually losing 
their hold on men's minds, and will before very long, he ns effete 
as the decrees of these Popes, who placed faith before reason. The 
authority tqion which the dogmas of Popes, priests, and presbyters 
is based, is being scrutinised by science, philosophy, arid reason in 
the fight of tlie nineteenth century. Very recently Mr. Ffoulkcs 
in wlmt is certainly n damaging indictment by one of her own 
sons, proclaimed to  the world that in an investigation of the Papal 
claims, he had discovered that they were based upon the pseudo 
decretals, which arc r o w  shown to he forgeries. His words are 
(ii) " history deposed in short unhesitatingly, th at Borne rose to 
the eminence which she occupied in the thirteenth century witen 
a t her zenith—and from which in the Providence of God site has 
bccn'gradunlly, hut surely descending ever since, most unrighte
ously as concerns the church, the whole church I  mean—by fraud 
and force . . . .  allow ing'the primitive code of the church 
to he stealthily supplanted by a new code based upon forgeries." 
Titus tlic  very foundations of the m ost ancient church are dis
covered to lie of tlic most rotten materials. Bu t the Protestant 
churches found their elnims to Divine truth, not upon tradition 
but tt|)on u book. This compilation of translated old manuscripts, 
called most inconsistently “ the rcortl o f  God," is found when 
illumined hv modern criticism, to contain words, verses, and even 
parts of chapters, inserted on no known authority; not found in 
the most ancient manuscripts, they must then have been inserted 
by copyists or translators, and are called interpolations, earnest 
truthseckers call them forgeries. (Ii) Are these passages then to 
he considered as tho word of God? ¡Surely not, they nre the words 
of men, and the Privy Council decided reasonably in the case 
Wilson v. Kendall, that the Bible contained tlic  word of God, hut 
th at it  was not justly "  the word o f God." How injurious then to 
the sacred cause of truth is it  for interested teachers to promulgate 
such views, ns nre expressed by tlic  Rev. J .  Burgon quoted by Mr. 
Naylor, in his most instructive work on “ the Unity, Duality and 
Trinity of the Godhead ; "  he says “ The Bible is  none other than 
the voice of him that sittetli on the throne; every book of it, every 
chapter of it, every verse of it, every word of it, every letter of it, 
is the direct utterance o f  the Most High. The B ib le  is none other 
than the word of God, not some part of it  more, some part of it 
less, but all alike tlic utterance of him who sitteth  on tlic  throne, 
absolute faultless, unerring, supreme.” This is n fnir sample of 
what our brave Dr. ilromby callB worshipping the letter, and 
which is most ignorant idolatry. The south sea islander who hows 
before liis wooden image, and the African who lacerates his flesh 
to appease bis Fetish, are more excusable in their ignorance, than 
is any European, who in the face of the published Testaments of 
Tischcndorf and Alford, Mill, and Gricsbacb,' the researches of 
Miclmefis, Lardner, and others, can prostrate h is reason, before a 
had translation of very ancient documents, the history and author
ship of which is only traditionary. (7)

Bu t idciui and opinions must advance. The fight sbincth into 
darkness, whether tlic darkness comprehcndcth i t  or no. Tito truth 
seekers in Victoria arc  being aided by a strong hand in  other 
places, working with us, unknown to themselves. “ for the Lord 
against the m ighty." Tito citadel of orthodox superstition, is not 
only being besieged from without, but there is mental rebellion 
within, l.ocke, Newton, Milton, Lardner. Hume, K ant and the 
whole German Rational school, laid the train that has been fired 
by Colenso, Temple, Williams, Jow ett, Seely, Maurice, Kingsley, 
Stanley, and the courageous Vovsev; by Principal Tttlloeh, Nor
man Macleod. Dr. W allace and Rishop Ew ing in Scotland: by the 
late Archbishop of Dublin in Ireland: churchmen mnrk you, and

(2) Hist of European Moral».
(3) Nature’» Divine Revelation*. Page 122.
(4* “  The sceptic and Infidel 1« he who refutes to  accept facts nnd reject* the 

conclusion* of an enlightened reason." P agk.
(5) Letter to  the mo*t Rev. Arrhhinhop Manning Page 27.
(0) Even Blnhop Perry now admit* the «puriounness of 1 John v. 7. which wns 

known 40 year*ago to scholar» or a forgery, nnd yet hn» been retained nnd taught as the ward of God.°u0r ,nro ■tin printed with the cpirtle of Paul to  the Hebrew», which
Biblical Scholars have known for some years, Paul never wrote.
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like Paul, leaders among the strictest sects—these are being 
“Listed by the workers in science; and Huxley with h is Proto- 
"lasmic theory; Tyndall with his advocacy of continuous evolu
tion- Lycll with his two to  three hundred millions of years for 
the earth's age; W allace and Darwin with their formation of 
snecies by “ natural selection;" Lubbock with his Ethnological 
discoveries of the savage being the nnccstor of civilized man, and 
other truthseekers in natural revelation, are engaged in under
mining without knowing i t ,  the gigantic superstition of Popular 
mythology- Veneration for truth, and a fearless search after it, 
is without question the characteristic of the ago. I t  is  fe lt that 
before all things, before even traditionary beliefs formerly held 
most sacred, (and thus removed from scrutiny) must come the 
truth. “I f  "  says the late Archbishop Whatcly, “ we g iv ew ay to a  
dread of danger from the circulation of any truth, physical, moral or 
religious, we manifest a wai|t of faith in God's power or in  the will 
to manifest his own cause. There may be danger in every truth, 
Bincc all may be perverted, and may give offence to some. I t  is 
not only when we perceive the mischief of falsehood and disguise, 
and the beneficial tendency of fairness and candour, that we arc 
to be followers of truth. The trial of our faith is when we cannot 
perceive this, and the part of a  lover of truth, is to follow her at 
all seeming hazards, after th e example of him who came into the 
world that he m ight bear witness to the truth." The present 
Archbishop of Canterbury said in the Edinburgh Philosophical 
Institution some years ago— “ The man of Science ought to go on 
honestly, patiently, diffidently, observing and storing up his obser
vations, and carrying his reasonings unflinchingly to their legiti
mate conclusions, convinced that it  would bo treason a t once to 
the dignity of science and religion if he sought to  help either by 
swerving ever so little  from the straight rule of truth.”

Mr. Drummond said a t the opening of the new College, Man
chester, last Octocber, “ A vast change of opinion is taking place 
in regard to the origin and functions of the Billie. This change 
is esteemed hy those who adhere to the old systems of belief an 
attack on its authority. Those in  the midst of the movement feel 
that a veil is being lifted from their eyes, and flashes of light arc 
breaking in, and disclosing depths of spiritual wisdom, which had 
lain concealed amid the miBts of an erroneous hypothesis. On all 
sides, the dogma of B ible infallibility is giving way, and that 
wonderful literature is being rescued from the position to which a 
mistaken reverence had consigned it. No longer the miraculous 
book before whom the clearest of evidence of science must own 
itself mistaken, and which must crush with its dead weight all 
the original springs of spiritual life. It is the varied expression 
of the soul’s communion with God told in  conformity with the 
laws of human thought and culture."

The late Archbishop W hatcly (8 ) says “ Nor again is there any 
reason to suppose that any of the Apostles was in such a sense in
fallible as thnt he could not tench falBC doctrine. I t  docs not ap
pear that they wore always compelled to write the truth, and 
if there be no such evidence, then nny given passage in the New 
Testament, may convey a  falsehood, and a fallible church may 
have founded any given dogma on passages which may express a 
falsehood."

The late Dean Alford said “ The Evangelists and Apostles were 
not supernaturally informed, but le ft in common with others to 
the guidance of their natural faculties. In  the last apology of 
Stephen we have a t least two demonstrable historical mistakes." 
Dr. Stanley, the learned Dean of Westminster, says “ The accept
ance of every part of the old Testament as of equal accuracy is 
rendered impossible by every advance made in Biblical,science."

Here then is authoritative language for those who desire it. 
Science is exact knowledge, and science finds th at the written 
word which its worshippers call an infallible guide, but which no 
where between its own lids asserts this claim for itself, so far 
from being infallible, abounds in inexact, incorrect, and erroneous 
teachings.

Professor Huxley says (9 ) “ The myths of Paganism are ns dead 
as Osiris or Zeus, and the man who should revive them in opposi
tion to the knowledge of our tim e would be juBtly laughed to 
scorn; but the coeval imaginings current among ̂ ie  rude inhabit
ants of Palestine recorded by writers whose very  name and age 
are admitted by every scholar to be unknown havo unfortunately 
not yet shared their fate, but even a t this day, are regarded by 
nine-tenths of tho civilized world as the authoritative standard of 
fact, and the criterion of the justice of scientific conclusions, in all 
that relates to the origin of things, and among them of species. 
In  this nineteenth century, as a t the dawn of modem physical 
science, the cosmogony of the semi-barbarous Hebrew, is the in
cubus of the philosopher, and tho approbrium of the orthodox."

Pretty plain language -this from the President of the British 
association; again, the same brave,thinker says ( 1 0 )  “ The whole 
of modem thought is steeped in science. 1 believe thnt the great
est intellectual revolution mankind lias yet seen, is now slowly 
taking place by her agency. She is teaching the world thnt the 
ultimate court of appeal is observation and experiment and not 
authority. She is teaching it to  estimate the value of evidence, 
sue is creating a firm and living faith in the existence of immuta
ble, moral, and physical laws, perfect obedience to which is  the 
highest possible aim of nil intelligent being."

This, singularly enough was taught by a  remarkable man, in a
remarkable hook, in 18-1G. (11) “ The test of truth" lie snid "  is 
the amount of evidence you receive through the organization, and 
uot that originating in the organization, make tho body, tho 
organs, the medium through which you test reality.”

s  Cautions for tho Times. Pane 111.
origin ot speclos. 

i ?  Sermons.
A. 3  D U  princilllM of Nature, lior Dlvlno revolutions a voice to mankind, by

You will remember how Huxley’s Protoplasmic theory startled 
society some two years ag o ; how the upholders of the litoral 
truth of the Eastern allegory that the trees, and plants, animals 
and man sprang into being by a sudden flat, received a shock. 
And how lie was called unbeliever, infidel, and other pretty names 
that the orthodox apply so freely to those who dissent from tlieir 
narrow and dismal views. This is what he said a t the opening 
address of the British association in 1870, “ I f  i t  were given me 
to look beyond the abyss of geologically recorded time, to the still 
more remote period when the earth was passing through physical 
and chemical conditions, which it  can no more sec again than a 
man can recall his infancy. I  should expect to be a witness of the 
evolution of living protoplasm from not living matter. I  should 
expect to see it  appear under forms of great simplicity, endowed 
like existing fungi, with the power of determining the formation 
of new protoplasm, from such matters as Ammonium" ,Vc.

Now this Professor, is only corroborating the truth of the revela
tions before quoted for Davis said (12 ) “ Chemistry will unfold 
the fact, that light when confined in a certain condition, and con
densed, will produce water, and water thus formed subjected to 
the vertical influence of light, will produce by its internal motion 
and further condensation a gelatinous substance of the conqKisi- 
tion of the spirifer, the motion of which indicates life. This again 
being decomposed and subjected to evaporation, the precipitated 
particles which still remain will produce putrified matter, similar 
to earth, which will produce the plant known as the fucoides . 
. . . "  Masses of the above description were existing in various 
parts of tho earth, and upon the segvegated beds formed by the 
action of the elements upon the first stratified portions of the 
earth's crust. These breathed into existence the forms termed 
flowerless and marine plants, the highest type of which is th 
fucoides." For a full description of the development of life the 
reader is referred to the work quoted.

Professor Tyndall a t the same meeting said “ Docs life belong 
to what we call matter, or is i t  an independent principle inserted 
into matter, a t  some suitable epoch when the physical conditions 
became such as to permit of the development of life l There are 
the strongest grounds for believing that during a certain part of 
its history, the earth was not, nor was it  fitted to be the theatre 
of life. Did creative energy pause until the nebulous m atter had 
condensed, until the earth had been detached, until the solar fire 
had so far withdrawn from the earth’s  vicinity, as to permit a 
crust to gather round the planet? Until the air was isolated, the 
seas formed, evaiioration, condensation and rain began Scc. Hav
ing waited through these aeons until proper conditions set in, did 
it  send the fiat forth, let life be? . . . .  The process must be 
slow which commends the vival hypothesis to tho public mind. 
Strip it  naked, and you stand face to face with the notion that not 
alone the more ignoble forms of animalculnr or animal life, not 
alone the noble forms of the horse and lion, not nlonc the exquis
ite and wonderful mechanism of the human body, but that the 
human mind itself, emotion, intellect, will, and all their phenom
ena were once latent in  a fiery cloud;" and then after saying 
that spirit and m atter have ever been presented to us, the one as 
all noble, the other ns all vile, instead of equally wonderful and 
worthy, two opposite faces of the same mystery, he continues 
“ without tliis revolution of the notions now prevelnnt tho evolu
tion hypothesis must stand condemned, but in many thoughtful
minds such a revolution has already occurred....................... I  do
not think this evolution hypothesis is to be scouted away; Id o  
not think it  wicked! Fear not the evolution hypothesis 1 I f  it 
be of God ye cannot overthrow it, if i t  be of man it  will come to 
nought. Trust me its existence ns a hypothesis in the mind is 
quite compatible with the simultaneous existence of all those 
virtues to which the term Christian has been applied.”

Now hear what the clairvoyant said (18) “ There is not such a 
thing ns absolute creation, but what is  termed such is merely a 
development of inherent principles which are eternally established 
and sustained. New forms and properties, new developments and 
refined and exalted conditions of m atter, are merely the visible 
ultimates of the grosser yet essential principles of m atter and 
motion. They are therefore produced or rather made manifest 
by the law of perpetual progression. The highest and most per
fe ct form known to  exist is  ono link in the groat chain of corres
pondency." Now it  is  often stated by prejudiced persons, and 
feared by weak reasoners that this doctrine of continuous evolu
tion leads to  atheism, this is  false reasoning, and so thinks tho 
seer, for he continues “ Admit this proposition and you are com
pelled through that admission to  repose belief in  one great Power, 
which is governing and controlling a ll things and has established 
a  law equal to its own comprehension; whereby not one thing is 
existing, but what is uniformly developed in  forms, sizes, degrees 
and associations, according to the force and power which is  indi- 
visibly and eternally co-existent therewith. Contemplation is 
necessary, deliberate reverence, and a  submissive disposition are

Gsitively required, in order to comprehend and enjoy the privi-, 
j c  of associating with the conceptions and argument herein set 
forth." Now Darwinism represents two prominent ideas, Firstly, 

That all life originnlly proceeded from one or more simple germs. 
Secondly, That the Almighty now works, ami has ever worked, by 
adaptive modifications. Here then is Science proclaiming a reve
lation of theNGenesis of all things, very different from that 
accepted by ourhocestors in the childhood of the race. A revela
tion, confirmed, demonstrated if  you like by the great naturalists, 
Wallace and Darwin, but singularly enough proclaimed years ago 
in the lectures of the entranced Davis.

Thus tho liberated mind is everywhere rejecting antiquated 
ideas, and is appealing to facts. “A vast concurrence of evidence”

12 Divlno Revelations. Togo 237.
13 Nature's Dlvino llovolatious. Pago GS.
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« d y n  M r .  L e c k y ,  ( 1 4 )  " d i r e c t s  t h e  m i n d s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  m e n  t o  t h e  c o n 
c l u s i o n ,  a m o u n t i n g  t o  m o r a l  c e r t a i n t y ,  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  c o u r s e  o f  
p h y s i c a l  n a t u r e  i s  g o v e r n e d  b y  l a w : t h a t  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r 
p e t u a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  D e i t y  w i t h  s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s e s  o f  
i t s  p h e n o m e n a ,  i s  f a l s e  a n d  u n s c i e n t i f i c ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  
l i a h i t  6 f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  c a t a s t r o p h i c «  o f  n a t u r e  a s  D i v i n e  w a r n 
i n g s ,  e fr p u n i s h m e n t s ,  i s o  baseless and /luminous superstition!" 
I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h o u g h t  c a n n o t  n o w  h e  r e s t r a i n e d  
a s  f o r m e r l y ,  b y  f e a r ,  i t  i s  t h e  f a u l t  o f  t h e o l o g i a n s  w h o  d e s i r e  t o  
S t e r e o t y p e  t h e  c h i l d i s h  i d e a s  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  
s c i e n c e  s h o u l d  a l w a y s  appear  t o  i s :  s o  a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  s a c r e d  
t h i n g s .  .S c i e n c e  i s  n o t  o p p o s e d  t o  D i v i n e  t r u t h ,  b u t  t o  t h e  s c h e m e s  
o f  D i v i n e s .  T h e y  a r e  p e r c e i v i n g  t h i s ,  a n d  a r c  t a k i n g  a l a r m .  
C a n o n  I . i d d o n  ( If») s a y s  11 I n f i d e l i t y  m e n a c e s  u s  w i t h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
f o r c e s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a t  a n y  o t h e r  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h . "  " W e  l i v e "  s a y s  l l i s h o p  E w i n g  ( I f i )  11 in  
a n x i o u s  t i m e s .  T h e  o l d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  a r e  u p o n  t h e i r  
t r i a l ,  s o m e t i m e s  i t  w o u l d  s e e m  a s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  a b o u t  t o  b r o a k  u p , 
u n e q u a l  t o  t h e  s t r a i n  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  W h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  
o f  t h e  f u t u r e  m a y  h e .  i s  t o  u s  E n g l i s h  C h i i s t i a n s  a  q u e s t i o n  w e  
c a n n o t  f a c e  w i t h o u t  a w e ,  a n d  y e t  I  v e n t u r e  t o  t h i n k  f r o m  t h e  
s p i r i t  o f  h o n e s t  i n q u i r y  a b r o a d  n o t  w i t h o u t  h o p e f u l n e s s ,  F a c e  i t  
w e  m u s t ; t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  s c i e n c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  
t h e  e a r n e s t n e s s  o f  c o n t e n t  io n  a s s u r e d l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  w e  a r e  o n  
t h e  e v e  o f  s o m e  g r e a t  c r i s i B  i n  o u r  r e l i g i o u s  h i s t o r y ;  T h e o l o g y  
s a y  s o m e  i s  d e a d  i n  E n g l a n d ,  a l l  i t s  w a n t s  i s  d e c e n t  b u r i a l ,  l ic 
i t  s o ,  i f  f r o m  i t s  g r a v e  t h e r e  i s  t o  c o m e  a  b e t t e r  r e s u r r e c t i o n . "  
A n d  a g a i n  " A s  a  r u l e  f o r  t h e  b u st 1 8 0 0  y e a r s  w i t h  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  h a s  n o t  b e e n  s e t  f o r t h  a s  a t  f i r s t .  T h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  
C h r i s t  a n d  o f  h i s  a p o s t l e s  h a s  b e e n  m u c h  m i s c o n c e i v e d  a n d  m i s - '  
r e p r e s e n t e d .  T h e  r e a l  a d v e n t  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  is  yet to corns, i t s  
g o l d e n  a g e  i s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  n o t  i n  t h e  p a s t . "

A  l a y m a n ,  F .  W .  N e w m a n  w r i t e s  " T h e  a g e  i s  r i p e  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  
b e t t e r ,  f o r  a  r e l i g i o n  w h i c h  s h a l l  c o m b i n e  t b o  t e n d e r n e s s ,  h u m i l 
i t y  a n d  d i s i n t e r e s t e d n e s s  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  w i t h  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  u f  i n t e l l e c t ,  u n t i r i n g  p u r s u i t  o f  
t r u t h ,  a n d  s t r i c t  a d h e r e n c e  t o  i m p a r t i a l  p r i n c i p l e  w h i c h  D ie  
s c h o o l s  o f  m o d e m  s c i e n c e  e m b o d y . "

T h e  l e n d e r s  i n  e v e r y  c h u r c h  p e r c e i v e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i s  n o t  w i t h  d o g m a t i c  t e a c h i n g .

T h e  I t e v .  D r .  W a l l a c e  ( 1 7 )  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  o f  S c o t l a n d  
w r i t e s  “ T h e  t r u e  p o l i c y  o f  c h u r c h  p r e s e r v a t i o n  l i e s  i n  w i d e n i n g  
i t s  d o c t r i n a l  b a s i s  n s  t h e  t i m e s  p e r m i t .  T h i s  a l o n e  w i l l  c o n c i l i a t e  
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w h i c h  u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d s  i t .  I f  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  m o v i n g  t o w a r d  a  n e w  p o i n t  o f  
v i e w ,  t h e  c h u r c h  m u s t  g o  t h e r e  a l s o  t o  m q c t  i t ,  i f  i t  m e a n s  t o  h e  i n 
s t r u m e n t a l  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  a  l i v i n g  f a i t h  w i t h i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  
n a t i o n . "

T h e  American Churchman o f  l a s t  O c t o b e r  s a y s  “  T h e  l a n d  
a w a i t s  a  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s h i p .  I t  i s  n s  y e t  u t t e r l y  a d r i f t .  I t  h a s  
l o s t  f a i t h  i n  i t s  o l d  g u i d e s ;  i t s  r a m p a n t  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  r e f u s e s  t o  
b e n d  b e f o r e  a n y  m e r e  h u m a n  a u t h o r i t y  ; i t  l o o k s  f o r  s o m e  v o i c e  
t h a t  r e p e a t s  a n d  e c h o e s  u n f a l t e r i n g l y  t h e  v o i c e  o f  G o d ;  I t  d e 
m a n d s  p o w e r  a n d  m i g h t  i n  h i m  t h a t  s p e a k s  a n d  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  
a n  u n d o u b t e d  f a i t h  i n  t h e  s p e a k e r .  N e v e r  d i d  n o m i n a l  C h r i s t i a n  
l a n d  s o  n e e d  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d  i n  h i s  p o w e r . "

A  w r i t e r  i n  a  M e l b o u r n e  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n  ( 1 8 )  r e c o g n i s e s  t h e  
s e r i o u s  a s p e c t  o f  a d v a n c i n g  u n b e l i e f  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s  a n d  s a y s  
" T h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  C h r i s t e n d o m  a r e  d r i f t i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  m o o r 
i n g s  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  o f  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l ,  n n d  f a i t h  w h i c h  i s  e s s e n 
t i a l l y  t h e  e y e  o f  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  i s '  c l o s i n g  i t s  e y e l i d s  b e f o r e  t h e  
m o r e  d a z z l i n g  g l a r e  o f  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a n d  p o s i t i v i s m .  A  g r e a t  
r e a c t i o n  i s  g o i n g  o n  a g a i n s t  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h .  T h e r e  i s  h a r d l y  a  
r e g i o n  w h e r e  t h i s  l i a s  n o t  b e e n  f e l t .  I t  h a s  b e e n  f e l t  i n  t h e  c r i t i 
c i s m  o f  H o l y  w r i t .  T h e  v e r y  m e n  w h o  h a d  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  e x 
p o u n d  i t  h a d  o f t e n  a p p l i e d  t o  i t  a  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  h a d  s h a k e n  i t s  
v e r y  f o u n d a t i o n s .  I t  h n s  b e e n  f e l t  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  w h e r e  a l l  p o s i t i v o  
r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h i n g  i s  f a s t  d i s a p p e a r i n g .  T h e  r e a c t i o n  h n s  p a s s e d  
l i k e  a n  e a r t h q u a k e  w a v e  o v e r  e v e r y  l a n d  i n  C h r i s t e n d o m .  T o  
w h a t  t h e n  a r e  w e  c o m i n g ?  G a v e  w e  o u t g r o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h ?  
Is  h u m a n i t y  a t  i t s  m a j o r i t y  f r e e d  f r o m  t h e  l a w s  o f  h e a v e n  a s  w e U  
as t h e  t u t e l a g e  o f  p r i e s t h o o d ?  W e  d o  n o t  f o r  a  m o m e n t  r e c o g n i z e  
t h i s  a s  t h e  d r i f t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t .  W e  n r c  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a n  e d d y  
c a u s e d  b y  a  r o c k  t h a t  h a s  l o n g  o b s t r u c t e d  t h e  s t r e a m .  C h r i s t i a n 
i t y  is n o t  a b o u t  t o  d i s a p p e a r  f r o m  t h e  e a r t h .  S h e  i s  o n l y  s h a k i n g  
t h e  m i g h t y  p r i s o n  h o u s e  o f  s a c e r d o t a l  p r e t e n s i o n  a n d  b i g o t r y  
w h e r e  B h e  h a s  b e e n  i m m u r e d  f o r  c e n t u r i e s . "  A n d  t h e  w r i t e r  p r o 
c e e d s  t o  p o i n t  t o  t h e  L a t i n  C h u r c h  a n d  h e r  e x c e s s e s  o f  b e l i e f  a s  t h e  
i n c u b u s  t h a t  i s  t o  b e  s h a k e n  o f f ,  b l i n d  t o  t h e  B i b l i o l a t r y ,  i r r a t i o n -

m , - ? 1 a n d  6 S I i c r 8 l i * ''0 n 8  t h a t  r e P c l  t r u t h  l o v e r s  f r o m  t h e  s e c t s .
T h e  R o m a n  H i e r a r c h y  d i s t u r b e d  a l s o  b y  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  f r e e  

t h o u g h t ,  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b y  F r e e m a s o n r y  S p i r i t i s m ,  t h e  B i b l e  
s o c i e t y ,  a n d  M a z z i n i ,  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  l i g h t e n  t h e  c h a i n s  t h a t  
b i n d  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  o f  t h e i r  w i l l i n g  v o t a r i e s ;  B i s h o p s  a n d  p r i e s t s  i n  
t h a t  a n c i e n t  c h u r c h  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h e y  t o o  h a v e  
» f a c u l t y  o f  m i n d  m y n e d  r e a s o n .  P i r e  H y a c i n t h  t h r o w s  u p  h i s  
o r d e r s ; F a t h e r  K u f f ic M ,. .th e  g r e a t  p r o m o t e r  o f  P e t e r ' s  p e n c e ,  a  f r i a r  
o f  t h e  o r d e r  o f  D o m i n i c a n s ,  t a k e s  c h a r g e  o f  a n  U n i t a r i a n  c o n g r e 
g a t i o n  n e a r  L o n d o n ;  w h i l e  i n t e l l i g e n t  p e r v e r t s  l i k e  M r .  F f o u l k e s  
r e t u r n  t o  t h a t  p u r e r  c h u r c h  w h e n c e  t h e y  c a m e .

P r o f e s s o r  P h i l o p a n t i  d e l i v e r e d  a  l e c t u r e  o n  A s t r o n o m y  i n  t h e  
C o l l o s s c u m  o f  R o m e  l a s t  F e b r u a r y  t o  a n  a u d i e n c e  o f  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  
p e r s o n s .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  p l u r a l i t y  o f  w o r l d s ,  a n d  t h e  p r o b a b i l 
i t y  t h a t  t h e  s t a r s  a n d  p l n n e t s  w e r e  i n h a b i t e d  b y  b e i n g s  m o r e  o r  
l e s s  l i k e  o u r s e l v e s ,  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  c l e r g y ,  w h o  
c o n s i d e r  t h a t  o u r  w o r l d  i s  m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  d e s e r v i n g  o f  D i v i n e  
c o r e .  H e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  m a k e r  o f  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  u n i v e r s e  w a s  
a G o d ,  a l l  p o w e r f u l ,  w i s e  a n d  g o o d ,  n n d  n o t  a s  d e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  
c l e r g y ,  s p i t e f u l ,  c a p r i c i o u s ,  f o o l i s h  a n d  p o w e r l e s s .  H e  t h o u g h t  t h e

14 History of European Morala. 17 Rocau Studies.
16 Letter to GturdUn, March. 1871. 18 Victorian Independent, Mar 1871
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c l e r g y  t h e  e n e m i e s  o f  r e l i g i o n ;  t h a t  E n g l a n d  w a s  m o r e  r e l i g i o u s  
t h a n  F r a n c e ,  F r a n c e  m o r e  t h a n  I t a l y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  P a p a l  S t a t e *  
w e r e  t h e  l e a s t  r e l i g i o n s  p a r t  o f  I t a l y . ”  T h u s  w h i l e  c h u r c h m e n  a r e  
u n e a s y  n n d  l o o k  f o r  l i g h t  n n d  h e l p ,  t h e  m i n d s  o f  l a y m e n  a r o l i c i n g  
m o v e d  b y  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  i n q u i r y ,  a n d  l o v e  o f  t r u t h .  A l l  a r c  i m 
p r e s s e d  t h a t  a  c r i t i c a l  t i m e  i s  a t  h a n d .  F a n a t i c s  n s  t h e y  h a v e  
d o n e  s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  f o r e t c l  t h e  e n d  o f  
a l l - t i l i n g s .  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  n n n o u n c c  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  c o m i n g  o f  
C h r i s t .  I C n r n e s t  a n d  l e a r n e d  s t u d e n t s  o f  p r o p h e c y  h a v e  b y  c o m -  
m o n  a g r e e m e n t  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  a n d  t h i s  v e r y  
d e c a d e  w o u l d  h e  m a r k e d  b y  u n u s u a l  s p i r i t u a l  p h e n o m e n a .  N a y  

B a x t e r ,  D i c k c r a t c t l i ,  G u m m i n g ,  F a b e r  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  p r e d i c t e d  
t h a t  t h e  m i l l c n i u m  l i a s  b e e n  d u e  s o m e  t i m e .  T h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  o f  
p r o p h e c y  h a v e  h o w e v e r  c o m m i t t e d  t h e  t o o  c o m m o n  e r r o r  o f  t a k i n g  
t r o p e s  a s  l i t e r a l  e x p r e s s i o n s ; t h e y  h a v e  f i x e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  o n  
t h e  m a t e r i a l  v i e w  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  r e i g n  o f  J e s u s ,  f o r  a  t h o u s a n d  
y e a r s ; t h e y  s t r a i n  t i i e i r  c h r o n o l o g y  t o  p r o p h e t i c  a n d  l i t e r a l  y e a r s ,  
t o  m a k e  i t  s y n c h r o n o u s  w i t h  e v e n t s .  T h e y  w a s t e  t h e i r  t i m e  a n d  
l e a r n i n g  i n  c h i l d i s h  n o t i o n s  o f  U n i v e r s a l  m o n a r c h « ,  e a r t h q u a k e s ,  
o b s c u r i n g  o f  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s ,  d r y i n g  u p  o f  t h e  E u p h r a t e s ,  tec. kc. 
T h e y  s t a n d  g a z i n g  i n t o  h e a v e n ,  u n m i n d f u l  o f  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  
a r o u n d  t h e m .  T h e y  c r y  "  l o  h e r e ,  n n d  l o  t h e r e , "  f o r g e t t i n g  t h a t
t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d  “  c o m c t h  n o t  b y  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  ” ................................
“  f o r  b e h o l d  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  O w l  i s  w i t h i n  y o u  I  ”

N o w  t h e r e  n e v e r  w a s  a  v a c u u m  b u t  i t  w a s  t i l l e d ,  a  n e e d  h u t  i t  
w a s  s u p p l i e d .  I n  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  l a n g u a g e  o f  E m m a  I l a r d i n g c  
“  w h o  e v e r  e x t e n d e d  l i i s  a r m s  i n  t r u e  a s p i r a t i o n  b u t  f o u n d  t h e y  
w e r e  f i l l e d  b y  a n  a n g e l . "  G a n  w e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  s u n  o f  l i g h t  a n d  
t r u t h  i s  a l i o u t  t o  a r i s e  u p o n  t h e  w o r l d ;  t h a t  n o t  o n e  h o l y  s p i r i t  
b u t  m a n y  n r c  d e s c e n d i n g  u p o n  u s ;  t h a t  C h r i s t  i s  c o m i n g  n o t i n  
p e r s o n  h u t  i n  p r i n c i p l e ,  n o t  b o d i l y  b u t  s p i r i t u a l l y .  T h e  h e a v e n  
i s  i n d e e d  o p e n e d ,  a n d  t h e  s e v e n t h  a n g e l  i s  p o u r i n g  h i s  v i a l  i n t o  
t h e  n i r .  W h o  c a n  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  a l l e g o r y  o f  t h e  
b e l o v e d  J o h n  d e p i c t e d  a  t i m e  w e  n r c  n o w  e n t e r i n g  u p o n .  “ A n d  

I  s a w  a  n e w  h e a v e n  a n d  a  n e w  e a r t h ; f o r  t h e  f i r s t  h e a v e n  n n d  t h e  
f i r s t  e a r t h  w e r e  p a s s e d  a w a y ,  n n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  m o r e  s e a .  A n d  I  
J o h n  s a w  t h e  h o l y  c i t y  n e w  J e r u s a l e m  c o m i n g  d o w n  f r o m  G o d  
o u t  o f  h e a v e n ,  p r e p a r e d  a s  a  b r i d e  a d o r n e d  f o r  h e r  h u s b a n d .  A n d  
I  h e a r d  n  g r e a t  v o i c e  o u t  o f  h e a v e n ,  s a y i n g  ‘ B e h o l d  t h e  t a b e r 
n a c l e  o f  G o d  i s  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  h e  w i l l  d w e l l  w i t h  t h e m , ’ & c . "  A  
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  h i s t o r i n n  ( 1 9 )  w r i t i n g  o n  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  l t o m o  
p i t h i l y  r e m a r k s  " T h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e l i g i o u B  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  
o f  m a n k i n d ,  s h o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  u n d e r  t h e  e y e s  o f  a  b r i l l i a n t  
g a l a x y  o f  p h i l o s o p h e r s  a n d  h i s t o r i a n s ,  w h o  w e r e  p r o f o u n d l y  u n 
c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  d e c o m p o s i t i o n  a r o u n d  t h e m ,  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  
w r i t e r s  s h o u l d  h a v e  u t t e r l y  f a i l e d  t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  m o v e 
m e n t  t h e y  w e r e  o b s e r v i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  s p a c e  o f  t h r e e  
c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  t r e a t e d  n s  simply contemptible, a n  
a g e n c y  w h i c h  a l l  m e n  m u s t  n o w  a d m i t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  f o r  g o o d  o r  
f o r  e v i l ,  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  m o r a l  l e v e r  t h a t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  a p p l i e d  
t o  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  m a n ,  a r e  f a c t s  w e l l  w o r t h y  o f  m e d i t a t i o n  i n  e v e r y  
p e r i o d  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t r a n s i t i o n . "

T h e  w r i t e r  h a s  e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  i n d i c a t e ,  f i r s t l y ,  t h a t  S c i e n c e  i s  
p r e s s i n g  T h e o l o g y ,  a n d  s a y i n g  “  S t a n d  a s i d e ,  o u r  f a c t s  a r e  G o d 's  
w o r d s ,  a n d  a r c  m o r e  p l a i n l y  r e a d  t h a n  y o u r  t e x t s  1”  S e c o n d l y ,  t h a t  
a  r e v o l u t i o n  g r a d u a l ,  i n s e n s i b l e  i t  m a y  b e ,  i s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  T h e o 
l o g y  ; t h a t  t h o u g h t  l i b e r a t e d  f r o m  p r i e s t l y  d e s p o t i s m  i s  p u s h i n g  
p a s t  T h e o l o g y  a n d  m e t a p h y s i c s .  T h i r d l y ,  t h a t  t h e  a s t o n i s h e d  
t e a c h e r s  o f  b a r b a r o u s  d o c t r i n e s  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  u s  f r o m  a  r u d e  a g e ,  
a r e  b e c o m i n g  a w a r e  o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h i n g  s t o r m ,  a n d  a r e  a n x i o u s l y  
w a t c h i n g  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h o s e  w h o  k n o w  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  l a t e  
L o r d  L y n d h u r s t ,  R o b e r t  C h n m b e r s ,  P r o f e s s o r  d e  M o r g a n ,  R o b e r t  
O w e n ,  o f  L o r d  L y t t o n ,  V i s c o u n t  A d a r e ,  t h e  M a r q u i s  d e  M i r v i l l c ,  
L e o n  F a v r e ,  J u l e s  F a v r c ,  G a r i b a l d i ,  M a z z i n i ,  a n d  w h o - s h n r e  t h e  
b e l i e f  o f  M r .  V a r l e y ,  E l e c t r i c i a n  t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  G a b l e ,  A .  R .  W a l 
l a c e  F . R . G . S . ,  F . R . L . S .  D r s .  G u l l y ,  A s h b u m c r ,  S t o r c r ,  D i x o n  
M 'L c o d ,  t h e  l a t e  D r .  E l l i o t s o n ,  W a r r e n  C h a s e ,  t h e  l a t e  H .  C .  W r i g h t ,  
S i g n o r  D a m i a n i ,  L o r d  L y n d s a y ,  H .  D .  J o n k o n  F . R . G . S . ,  W i l l i a m  
a n d  M a r y  H o w i t t ,  M r .  a n d  M r s .  S .  C .  H a l l ,  H i r a m  P o w e r s ,  K o s 
s u t h ,  a n d  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  i n t e l l i g e n t  e d u c a t e d  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  i n  
a l l  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e y  c a n  p e r c e i v e  t h e  p u r p o r t  o f  t h i B  g r e a t  u p h e a v a l  
i n  m o d e m  r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t .  T h e s e  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  b o  a  
p r o c e s s  o f  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n ,  b e f o r e  a  f i n a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  o f  b e l i e f s  t o  
p u r e  t r u t h  c a n  t a k e  p l a c e .  T h e y  s e e  a  n e w  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h ,  t h a t  fa  
p r e d i c t e d  t o  b e  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  c i v i l i z e d  w o r l d  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 9 0 0 .

T h e y  k n o w  t h a t

“  T h r o u g h  t h e  h a r s h  n o i s e s  o f  t h e  d a y
A  l o w  s w e e t  p r e l u d e  f i n d s  i t s  w n y ,
'M i d  c l o u d s  o f  d o u b t  a n d  c r e e d s  o f  f e a r
A  l i g h t  i s  b r e a k i n g  c a l m  a n d  c l e a r .
T h a t  a n g e l  s o n g ,  n o w  l o w  a n d  f a r ,
E ' e r  l o n g  B h n l l  s o u n d  f r o m  s t a r  t o  S t a r ;
T h a t  l i g h t ,  t h e  b r e a k i n g  d a y  w h i c h  t i p s
T h e  G o l d e n  S p i r i t  A p o c a l y p s e . ”  W .  L .  R .

I F  N O T  S P I R I T S , W H A T  I S  I T  ?
I  h av e  been a  m em ber o f  th e  M aso n ic  fra te rn ity  for  

th ir te e n  y e a rs , and in J u n e , 1 8 6 4 , i t  w o b  o u r  good fo r
tu n e  to  h av e  a  v isit and a  co u rse  o f  le c tu re s  a t  Su san - 
ville, C al., from  M rs. E m m a H ard in g c. D u rin g  h e r  stay , 
w e w ere  privileged to  receive h e r  as  a  g u est a t  o u r  hom e.

T he 2 4 th  o f  J u n e  w as celeb rated  by th e  M asons, and  
while m aking p rep aration s, I  h ad  som e M ason ic em blem s  
in  ou r p a r lo u r ; and M rs. H ard in g o  b ecam e p artia lly  
con tro lled , and , w hile in  th a t  condition, and d u rin g a  
ru n n in g  conversation , sh e  gave m e tw o M aso n ic  signs 
a n d  tw o w ord s in a  m an n er th a t  waa n o t ob servab le b y

1» L«cky.
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herself o r anyono e lse  p resen t.
F o r  th e  tiino I  w as v e ry  m u ch  su rp rised , i t  being th e  

first M asonic signs th a t  I  had e v er received  from  a 
spiritual sou rce . W h e n  th e  influence loft h er, I  asked  
her if sho would m e e t w ith  a  few  M ason s in o u r  p arlo u r, 
and see  w hat th e  sp irits  w ould  do. Sh e said  she was 
willing to  give h e r  tim e . I  in vited som e tw elve o r  
fifteen b roth ers from  L u p c n  L o d g e , N o . 1 4 9 ;  am ong  
them were th e  M a ste r  a n d  W a rd e n s . T h ey  m et in our 
parlour, and th e  fam ily re tir e d  to  a n o th e r  p a r t o f  the  
house. T he d o ors w ere  lock ed  and th e  window-blinds 
closed. W o  all b ein g  seated  arou n d  th e  room , M rs. 
H ardingo bocam o en tran ced , and to  a ll ap p earan ce  p er
fectly oblivious to  su rro u n d in g  con d ition s. Sho acted  
in the cap acity  o f  M a s te r ; w ont th ro u gh  th e  w ork o f  
opening tho lodge on  th e  first d e g re e  o f  M ason ry . She  

ave all tho lectu res , signs, and w ord s portainiug to  the  
egree in re g u la r  o r d e r ; closed  in th a t  d e g r e e ; opened  

in the n ext, givin g ev ery th in g  in re g u la r  o r d e r ;  a n d  so 
on, through w h at is kn ow n as  th e  B lu e  L o d g e . A fte r  
closing on th o  M a ste r ’s  d eg ree  sh e  gavo u s  a  very  im 
pressive address on  th e  m orals and teach in gs o f  M ason ry , 
and rem arked th a t  sh e  w ould like to  have go n e on  
through h igher d eg rees, b u t sho saw  th a t  wns as fa r  as 
any o f us had go n e (w hich w as th e  c a se ). This I  give 
upon tho h o n ou r o f  a  m an  and a  M ason. I  say , le t tho  
sceptic doride. I  know  a ll th o  reso u rces  th a t  M rs. 
H ardingo w ould be likely to  have, to  gain  M asonic  
secrets and k n o w led g e ; an d  th en , w hen wo ta k e  into 
account tho high m oral ch a ra cte r, and con sid er how far  
it would bo from  h er, even if  i t  w ere po ssible  for h e r  to  
have gained th is  know ledge from  a n y  o th e r  th an  a 
spiritual sou rce , she w ould never have used i t  and claim ed  
it to  be from sp irits. I  ca n n o t a cco u n t fo r  i t  upon an y  
hypothesis e x ce p t th a t  sho w as e n tra n ce d  and controlled  
by a sp irit th a t  k n ew  m o re  M a so n ry  th an  all o f  us com 
bined. I  am  th o ro u g h ly  con v in ced  th a t, in h er norm al 
condition, sho know s n o th in g  o f  th o  so cro ts  o f  M asonry.

D uring th o  w hole co u rse  o f  m y in vestigation  o f  
Spiritualism , I  h av e  tr ie d  to  a c co u n t fo r  m an y o f th e  
tests I  liavo receiv ed  in som o o th e r  w a y ; b u t when I  
lay aside tho a g e n cy  o f  spirits, i t  is  all a  m y stery .— P .  
Chamberlin, in  the  “ B a n n e r  o f  L ig h t .”

R E C O V E R Y  O F  A  S T U D  A N D  D I A M O N D -R I N G .  

To M r . N a y l e r ,  H o b a rt  Tow n, 1 0 th J u n e ,  1871-

D ear Sir,— A t  y o u r  re q u e st, I  now  su b m it for y o u r  
inform ation,, d etails  o f  th o  re sto ra tio n  o f  a  gold s tu d  by  
Spirit-agoncy, w h ich  w as lo s t  on  M o u n t W ellin g ton , 
some few m on th s b ack , by a  resp ectab le  trad esm an  o f  
this c ity , (w ho h ap p en s to  boliovo in S p iritism , and who 
holds a  W ritin g -c irc le  a t  h is  residence, w eek ly ; b u t who 
is, to  m y m ind, none th e  less reliab le on  th a t  a cco u n t)  
and as I  happened to  bo one o f  th o  p a r ty  o f  ploasuro  
seekers am o n g st th e  hills, on  th e  occasion, and helped to  
search for th o  stu d , w hen firs t m issed, I  tak e  upon m e to  
vouch for th e  co rre c tn e ss  o f  th e  folio w in ^ e m a rk a b le  in ci
dent o f  a  p h ysical d em o n stratio n  by Sp irit-condescension .

M r. T ------- who com m on ly w o re  a  so t o f  stud s, fully
believes h e  s ta r te d  in  th e  m orn in g  for th o  m ou n tain , w ith  
th e  in tire  se t— besid es, tw o  o f  th e  p a r ty  happened to  
tak e  esp ecial n o tice  o f  that p a rticu la r  s tu d , and th e y  aro  
Prepared to  sw ear, th a t  th e y  d istin ctly  saw  th o  Btud in 
his sh irt-fro n t. J u s t  b efore re tu rn in g  hom o, in th e
afternoon, M r. T --------'s  a tte n tio n  w as called  to  th e
absence o f  th o  stu d , w hen d ilig en t se a rch  wns im m edia
te ly  in s titu te d ; b u t, u n su ccessfu lly . M r. T --------how
ever, th o u g h t th e re  m ig h t be a  ch an ce  o f  i ts  b ein g  still 
on his dressing ta b le  ; su rm isin g, th a t  in th e  h u rry  o f  
dressing, ho m ig h t h av e  le ft i t  t h e r o ; a t  th o  sam e tim e, 
he felt p ersuad ed th a t  if  i t  w e re  n o t  on  his tab lo , i t  m ust 
have boon lo st on  th e  m ou n t. B u t  to  th e  seq u el— Tho 
stud was now here to  b e  found. F o u r  o r  five days afte r
wards, th e  stu d  wns d iscovered  on  th e  floor o f  his shop,

a  consp icuou s sp o t, w hich had b een  sw ep t 3  or 
4  tim es daily, a n d  m u st h a v e  b een  tram p led  upon a  
hundred tim es in a n  h o u r, had  i t  n o t  been a t  on co s e e n : 
th e  stud, how ever w as soun d, w ith th o  excep tio n  o f  a  
trifling scar, as  if  p rod u ced  b y e le c tric ity .

On the following M on d ay night, when met in circle, a 
Communication was received, that four Sp irits had been

en g aged  in th o  re sto ra tio n  o f  th o  s tu d ; w hich F o u r  gave  
th e ir  nam es in f u l l ; s ta tin g , 'th a t  th e  stu d  w as dropped
w h ilst M r. T ------- w as drinking a t  a  Btream  am on g the
hills, and th a t  th ey  bad m uch trou b lo  in reco v erin g  it. 
W h e n  brou gh t back , itw a s  placed 'on  th o  led ge o f  a  su g ar-  
bin, m ost conspicuously, (a  sp ot con clu sively  selected  
w ith  c a re  and foreth ou gh t, show ing th a t  no accid en ta l  
circu m sta n ce  could have placed  i t  in th a t s itu atio n , a f te r  
su ch  a  lapse o f tim e) and th e  C om m unication also  sta ted , 
th a t  one o f  tho "children passin g by, had accid en tally  
brushed i t  on  to  th e  floor, a  few  m in u tes p rio r  to  its  
discovery.

T h o above is, I  th in k , a  com p lete  relatio n  o f  th e  fa cts  
as  fa r  as  I  can  re co lle c t th em . I  believe th o  foregoin g  
to  bo tru o  ; n o r is it m o re  rem ark ab le th an  an in stan ce  
which recu rs  to  m y m ind o f a  som ew hat s im ilar kind, 
given, I  th ink in E m m a  lla rd in g e 's  w ork, o f  th o  reco very  
o f a  diam ond-ring from  th o  bo tto m  o f  a  river. H o w 
ever, th ou g h  all th e  c ircu m stan ces  co n n ected  w ith th e  
s tu d  did n o t com e w ithin m y ow n im m ediuto know ledge, 
I  can  add a  relatio n  o f  su b seq uent fa cts  w hich tran sp ired  
u n d er m y personal ob servation , a n d  which, m o re  th an  
an y th in g  clso  con v in ced  m e o f  In visib le-agen cy— m ean t, 
p erhap s, to  satisfy  m y ow n m in d  o f  S p irit-p resen ce  and  
pow er, with h arm less in ten t. A  larg o  uiam ond-ring
belonging to  th o  sam e p a rty , M r. T --------w as m issed o u t
o f  a  cask et. O w ing to  its  value, d iligent search  was 
m ade ; and consid erab le un easiness fe lt con cern in g its  
d isap pearance ; b u t, on th o  su cceed in g M on d ay ovening, 
a  C om m unication wns m ade th rou gh  tho Plun ch et, th a t  
“ a  S p irit, fo r  sp o rt, h ad  taken it , a n d  th a t it would, no 
doubt, be again  resto red .”  T h is in telligen ce w as very  
gratify in g , as  i t  rem oved all a n x ie ty  to u ch in g  its  s a fe ty ;  
b u t, o f  courso, th o  n atu ra l desire to  linve i t  speedily  
b ro u g h t b ack , still existed . A b o u t te n  d ay s a f te r  th e  
rin g  had disap peared , 1 w as a b o u t to  w rite  w ith M iss
L -------  (o u r  W ritin g  M ed iu m ) and placed m yself, as
usual, on  h e r  r i"h t, w ith m y left hand on  th o  Plnn ch ot, 
whilo m y r ig h t hand, as cu sto m ary , w as p u t forw ard  to  
sm ooth o th o  p ap er, w h ich  often  g e ts  m oro o r  loss dis
placed  by th o  ac tio n  o f  th e  P la n ch e t, as  is w ell-know n  
to  th ose accu sto m ed  so to  w rite. I  h ad  carefu lly  leveled  
th o  pap er, and h ad w ritten  ab o u t tw o linos and a  half, 
w hen, suddenly, th e  pen cil m et w ith a  pro m in en t  o b stru c
tion  ; conceiving a t  th e  m om ent, th a t  a  larg o  cru m b  o f  
bread h ad found its  w ay betw een tho folds o f  th e  p ap er, 
I  ra ised  th o  to p  sh eet, and, to  m y am azem en t, th ero  lay  
a la rge  diam ond rin g , w hich I  n ev or saw  before, and
w h ich  w as, a t  on co  claim ed  b y  M r. T --------a s  th e  lo s t
treasu re .
C N o w , w h at I  can  say o f  th is  affair is, th a t alth ou gh  I  

cou ld  n o t sw ear th a t  th e  rin g  w as n o t  in th o  folds o f  th e  
p ap er w hen I  began to  w rite , I  am  qu ite  p rep ared  to  
sw oar, th a t  I  do n o t bolieve i t  cou ld  possibly have been  
th ero , as , from  its  bulk, I  m u st have d e tected  its  p re 
sence, e ith er w hen sm oothing down th o  p ap er w ith m y  
r ig h t hand, o r  w hen w ritin g  th o  firs t tw o lines. M y  
firm b elief is , th a t  th o  rin g  w as in serted  by a n  Invisible  
h an d a fte r  wo com p leted  th o  seco n d  lin o ; b ecau se, th o  
ed g es o f  th o  p ap er lay  on  m y r ig h t, a n d  as  n o  o th e r

Eerson w as p resen t in th o  room , no E a r th ly  pow er cou ld  
a v e ^ o  in trod u ced  th o  rin g .
T h e  fa c t  o f  m y  feelin g convinced , w ill n o t, o f  co u rse , 

convince o th e r s ; n o r h av e  I  e v er nam ed  th o  circu m 
stan ce  to  oven m y in tim ate  frien d s, well know ing, th e y  
w ould re g a rd  m o a s  silly , fo r  b ein g  so easily bamboozled 
in to  a  boliof o f  su ch  nonsense  ; feelin g porsuaded in th e ir  
ow n m inds, th a t  th e  rin g  w as th e re  before I  began to  
w rite  ;  I ,  th oroforo , refrain  from  com ing in c o n ta c t  w ith  
th e  w isoacros o f  th o  p re se n t g en eratio n , who aro  alw ays  
both ab le  an d  read y to  a c co u n t scientifically  ( ? )  fo r  
everyth in g  th e y  do n o t com prehend.

T h e  tru th  is, m y d e a r S ir, th e  w orld m u st bo g rad u ally  
ed u cated  in Spirit-philosop hy, b efore  i t  can  b o b ro u g h t  
to  believe in th ese  o r  a n y  su ch  plienom ona."

M r. E d ito r .— I  a m  privy to  sev eral p articu lars  
rela tin g  to  b o th  s tu d  a n d  rin g , which re n d e r tn o  circu m 
stan ces  still m oro rem ark ab le  (m y  a u th o rity  is  from  
an o th er eye-w itn ess) b u t, I  deem  i t  p ru d en t to  suppress  
th em  h ere , and leav e  th e  p reced in g  r e c ita l  a s  i t  stands.

B .S .N .
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N O T Z O B ,

I n consequence o f  no satisfacto ry  arran gem en ts h arin g  
b een  m ade w ith resp ect to  th e  S atu rd ay  ovening R e 
unions, th ere  will be n o M eetin g  n e x t Saturday.

W . H . T E R E T ,  H on. Sec.

C o u n t r y  A g e n ts
Castlemaine— H . B am ford , B a rk e r  S tree t.
Sa n d h u rst— T . C . South am , P all M all.
P lea sa n t C reek —

A gents w anted f o r  a l l  p a rts  o f  the Colony.

^ | d o e i i t i 8 p i } n t o .

MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS
D evoted to  Spiritualism , A c., on sale a t  

W .  H . T E R R Y ’S  Book D ep ot, 9 6  Russell S t ., M elbourne

H oman N atu re . A  M on th ly  M agazine.
The Philosophic and Scientific character of this Journal, and 

th e marked originality of thought displayed by its chief contribu
tors have given it  a standing throughout the world. I t  is eminently 
unsectarian, and free from crecdal bias, its object apparently 
being the discovery of truth. Pb ic e  10d., 9s. per annum.
T h e  S p ir it u a l  M agazine. A  London M on thly,devoted  

chiefly to  Spiritualism .
This is the oldest English Magazine, and the original organ of 

Spiritualism in England. Price 10d., 9s. per annum.
T h e  M ed iu m  and D a y br ea k . A  L ond on W e e k y  

P a p e r. M ail copies price 3 d ., Ship d itto , 2d.
This is an excellent paper, keeping the reader well posted up in 

a ll the Spiritual News.
T h e  (L ondon) S p ir it u a l is t . A  M on th ly  P ap er, con

tainin g in terestin g  m a tte r . P r ic e  6d.
T h e  B anner o p  L ig h t . T he leading A m erican  S p irit

u al P ap er, contains 4 0  colum ns o f  well w ritten  
A rticles , L e c tu re s , F a c ts ,  E xp erien ces , and gen eral 
in terestin g m atter . W e e k ly  Gd., p er anm . 25 s .

T nE  R e i.ig io -P iiilo so ph ica l  J ournal. }
T h e  P r e s e n t  A g e . j  P o l is h e d  a t

C hicago, U .S . W eek ly  Gd. 
T h e  R e v u e  Sp ir i t s . P a ris  M on thly. I s .  Gd.
R evuf. Sp ir it u a l is t e . P a ris  M on thly. Is . Gd.

N .B .— B ack  num bers o f  B a n n e r o f L ig h t , 3 d  p e r  copy.

CHEAP l  COMPREHENSIVE WORKS ON SPIR ITUALISM , &C.
T h e  S p ir it u e l l e : o r directions in developm ent. B y  

A bby M . Laflin F c rre o . Is.
D eath  and t h e  A f t e r  L i f e . T h rco  L e c tu re s  by A - J .  

D avis, to g eth er with A  V oice from  th e  Gummfer 
L a n d . Is. Gd., cloth  2 s . Gd. E n larg ed  edition, with  
F iv e  additional L e c tu re s , 2s . Gd. & 3s. Gd. 

S p ir it u a l is m  in  A m er ic a . B y  Ep silon . 3d .
T h e  G is t  o f  S p ir it u a l is m . S ix  L e c tu re s  by W a rre n  

Chase. 2s.
H o w  and W hy  I  B ecame a S p ir it u a l is t . B y  W .  A . 

DanBkin. 3 s . Gd.
P la in  G u id e  to S p ir it u a l is m . B y  U riah  C lark . 5s. Gd. 
M odern  S p ir it u a l  M a n ifesta tio n s : a r e  th ey  in  a c 

cord an ce with R eason and P a s t  R evelation . Sm all 
8vo., G8 p ag es, I s .  •

T h e  M in is t r y  o f  A ngels R ea lized . B y  A . E .  N ew 
to n . Is .

A  L e t t e r  to  th e  C h esn u t S tre e t C ongregational 
C h u rch , in reply  to  its  charge o f  having becom e a  
rep ro ach  to  th e  cau se o f  tru th , in consequence o f  a  
ch an ge o f  religious belief. B y  J .  S . A dam s. Is. 

W hat i s  S p ir it u a l is m . A  L e c tu re  by T . G . F o s te r . Gd. 
P n o F E S B O R  H a r e 's L ec tu re  on Sp ir it u a l is m , with 

illu stratio n s. Is .
M e d iu m s u ip : its  laws and conditions. B y  J .  I I .  Pow ell

Is.
H eaven  O p en e d : o r  M essages for th e  B ereav ed  from  

ou r little  ones in G lory . C loth, I s .  3d . P ap er, Gd.

JU S T  P U B L I S H E D , a  Collection • o f 1 1 0  H Y M N S  
and A N T H E M S , ap p ro p riate  to  Sp iritu alists, and  

o th e r  U n se cta ria n  C on gregations, selected  b y th e  Com 
m itte e  o f  th e  M elb ou rn e A ssociation. lGmo. Cloth  
Is. Gd. Im n . M o rro cco , 2 s . Gd. B y  P o st, 2d . e x tra .

W . H . T E R R Y , 9 6  R u s s e l l  St r e e t .

PHOTO-ART.
B A TC H B LD B B  &c Go.,

(Established 1854.)

E X E C U T E  Com m issions in all b ran ch es o f  Photo
graph ic and Coloured P o rtra itu re  on  m oderate  

term s. S ee  Specim ens a n d  R eferen ces.
41 C O LLIN S S T R E E T  E A S T .

T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  F r e e  R e l i g i o u s  P r e s s ,  on Sale, b y  

W . H . T E R R Y , 9G R u s s e l l  S t r e e t .  P r i c e  6 d.

TH OM AS TA Y LO R ,
HAM,  B A C O N  Ai l D C H E E S E  F A C T O R ,

3 3 ,  S W A N S T O N  S T R E E T ,

M U Xji 53 O XT XL 3NT XI .

JU S T  R E C E I V E D , ex  “ A g a te ,” from  B o sto n , all the  
la te st B ook s and P a p e rs  on Spiritualism , &c. 

A lso  a  F re s h  Supply o f  B o tan ic  M edicines.

P h oto grap h s o f  “ T he Spirit B ride,”  “ R o se  and L illy ,” &c. 
I s .  3 d .  e a c h .

W . I I .  T e r r y ,  9G R u ssell S tre e t , M elb ourne.

S XI W  IHrO M A. O II  I N E S .

R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

S I N G E R ’ S
NEW  N O ISELESS

LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE
T h e  R est  in  the W orld,',

At
G R E A T L Y  R E D U C E D  P R I C E S .

S TA NFO RD  & CO.,
C O R N E R  O F  B O U R K E  &  R U S S E L L  S T R E E T S ,

MELBOURNE.

B O O K S OH P H Y S IO L O S Y , &.O.

Sexology, as T n e  Philosophy o f  L if e . Willard. 8s. fid. 
S e x u a l  Physiology. Dr. Trail, os. 6d.
P hysical Perfectio n . Jaqucs. 7s. fid.
Ma bb a ig e  and it s  V iolations. Dr. Ellis. 6d.
T h e  Mental  Cu be . Evans. 5s. Gd.
T h e  H era ld  o f  H ealth . Per vol., Is . Gd.
T h e  E m p ir e  o f  t h e  Mo th er . H. C. W right. 4s.

W . H .  T E R R Y ,  9 6  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t ,  M e lb o u rn e

W .  EC . T  IE  E i  E / Y ,
IM PORTER OF

S P IR ITU A L  A N D  PROGRESSIVE L ITE R A T U R E ,
9 6 , R U S S E L L  S T R E E T , M E L B O U R N E ,

HA S  O N  S A L E ,  a ll th e  b e s t  an d  la te s t  w o rk s on 
Spiritualism, Ac. Magazines, Newspapers, English and 

American; also, Planchettes Mcdiascopes, and all other necessary 
appliances for the use of Circles.

P lanchettes from  2s. P o sta g e  4d.
The new improved Planchettes, with Magnetic Reservoir made under 

Spiritual instruction, 4b. and 5s.
Catalogues sent on  application.

“ H A R B I N G E R  OF L I G H T ,
A NEW  MONTHLY JOURNAL,

P r ic e  Gd.; S u b sc r ip t io n , 5 s. per annum, payable 
advance. C ou ntry , Gs.

W .  H . T E R R Y ,  9G R u sse l l  St r e e t , M e l b o u r n
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