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lir the Victorian Review of November last appeared an
article from the pen of Mr. Marcus Clarke, entitled
“ Civilization without Delusion,” the tenor of which was
to show that religion was unnecessary as a factor in the
progress of the human The author’s remarks
were directed more especially to supernatural religion™
and had he confined himself strictly to this we could
have thoroughly endorsed his position, but writing from
a materialistic plane and thereby ignoring all powers
and forces above the strictly mundane one recognised by
that school of thought, his position is faulty and open to
successful attack. Mr. Clark’s paper is an undisguised
attack upon the Christianity of the day, and without
analysis appears a formidable one, but its intrinsic
weakness could not escape the vigilance of so able a
man as the present Anglican Bishop of Melbourne, who
in the December number of the same magazine analyses
and replies to Mr. Clarke’s article, and we must acknow-
ledge that his reply is both logical and telling, display-
ing at the same time considerable tact in his treatment

race.

of the subject.

Keeping the creeds and dogmas of Christianity in
the back ground, Dr. Moorhouse argues from a rational
stand point, and thus gives strength and stamina to his
position, he defines a miracle as follows:—

“ An occurrence within the realm of nature, which transcends
the power of man, and cannot be accounted for by any of the laws
of nature with which we are acquainted."”

We doubt much if this definition will be accepted
by the Bishop's in the church, who
have generally looked upon miracles as special interposi-
tions of God, to produce effects in violation of or oppo-
sition to known laws, butit is withal a most rational
definition, which, if generally accepted, would incline us
to a belief in miracles, that in their presentacceptation
we most decidedly ignore. Psychological investigation
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brings the supernatural within the realm of the natural
and demonstrates by slow but certain steps that all
things are traceable to natural but as yet undiscovered
law. Following his definition of a miracle, his lordship
calls Mr. Clarke’'s attention to the fact that he has
omitted to recognise human volition, and givingan ex-
ample of itsaction in originating effects, and he says :

“ Human volition being something more than a form of phy-
sical force, why may not God interfere to produce effects con-
trary to our experience.”

This is a good point, and taking the orthodox measure
of God, would seem a very pertinent question, but to the
philosophical thinker, whose conceptions of the Great
Allwise so infinitely transcend those of the orthodox,
the idea of a direct interference of God in our paltry
mundane affairs is inconceivable. Dr. Moorhouse con
eiders it necessary in support of his position to prove
the existence of an over-ruling intelligence, and with
this view makes good use of the “ Design" argument,
supporting it by reference to the spiritual qualities of
conscience and intuition, with these combined he makes
an excellent case and as far as practicable establishes an
a priori proof of his position, concluding his article
by challenging the correctness of Mr. Clarks’s historical
references.

It was hardly to be expected that Mr. Clarke would
allow so telling a criticism of his article to pass unchal-
lenged but the Victorian Review declining to continue
the controversy, the battle field was transferred to the
columns of the Melbourne Review, the January number
of which contains “ A letter to his Lordship the Anglican
Bishop of Melbourne,” by Marcus Clarke, at the
commencement of which, after briefly recapitulating
what had passed between the disputants, he! denies
the Bishop’s inference that he (Mr. Clarke) is an
atheist, and claims to be a believer in God, though his
conception of God may differ from that of others, and in
relation thereto gives utterance to the following truism :

“ Oar conception of God is according to the measure of onr
intelligence; every man makes his God oat of his own ideas, and
according to the quality of his ideas, so is the quality of hi8
God.”

Instead, however, of meeting Dr. Moorhouse’s article
simply upon its merits and on a purely rational basis,
Mr. Clarke attacks his Lordship through the dogmas of
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the church, including tho thirty-nine articles, whichas its
Bishop he is bound to support, and quotes the Bishop of
Gloucester and the Rev. Dr. Riggas differingin opinion
from Dr. Moorhouse on Scepticism and Pantheism. It
is to be regretted that Mr. Clarke has taken this course?
it isnota direct and manly way of fighting the battle.
"What both Spiritualists and Freethinkers have de-
manded, has been that reason and not authority should
be the basis of argument, and wben a churchman
(especially one occupying the prominent position of
Dr. Moorhouse) comes forward to argue the matter
from a rationalistic stand-point, every consideration
should be shown him.

Mr. Clarke's next position is an unsound one, he
Bays:—

“ Your argument is that inasmuch as we do not know all
natural laws, we cannot say that a miracle is notin accordance
with some law with which wcare notyet acquainted. But this i8
clearly fallacious, ouronly knowledge of a natural law is gained
by human experience, and when an event occurs which is in
direct opposition to those previous experiences, which have given
us our knowledge, wc are shown that our knowledge is imperfect
and that our statement regarding the natural law must be cor-
rected. If the law of gravitation be true, the swimming of iron
the flight of Elijah, and the ascension of Jesusare untrue. |
these events are true then human experience is at fault concern-
»ng the law of gravitation and the statement regarding it mus*
be amended "

In making these statements Mr. Clarke ignores
counteracting influences, which without infringing tho
truth of a law, may neutralise its action. Unseen
forces may and do counteractthe law o fgravitation, which
we will prove by a very simple illustration. We will
suppose Mr. Clarke to be in a room in which there is a
large brass or wooden balance scale with weights of the
same material. After he has tested tho scale to his
satisfaction, we will request him to weigh say fifty
pounds of shoet iron, we will then cause to bo removed
from a powerful magnet suspended above the coiling,
the armature, and the weight of theiron will no longer
be fifty pounds but in accordance with the power of the
magnet, will bo reduced to a tithe o f that amouut. There
would be no visible cause for this effect, but an invisible
force counteracting the law of gravity and to those un-
acquainted with the cause it might be justly considered
a miracle. ~

Mr. Clarbo not unreliably aaja, that if his opponent
believes in past(Winiracles and levitations, he should
to be consistent/pelieve in present day ones (including
the levitationof Mr. Home,) for which there is more
testimony than for the scripture ones. As it has not yet
transpired that Dr. Moorhouse disbelieves in these
matters, the charge of inconsistency is as yet premature
In the quotationofJ. S. Mill, which Dr. Moorhouse uses
in support of the possibility of miracles, Mr. Clarke
charges him with suppressing Mill's conclusions, which
nullify tho extract made use of, and after justifying some
of his previous historical references, concludes with a

caustic satire on the mosaic God and justification by
faith, shewing the inconsistency of the church doctrines
with the utterances of its local representative. This
must be painful to tbe worthy Bishop, a noble and
liberal minded man must feel the incubus of many
irrational articles of faith which his reason revolts at but
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which he is constrained to carry and if necessary defend.
We think such meD should be encouraged to do as they
are inclined to, and leavingtheso dogmas in abeyance
preacb and teach the religion o fJesus—morality and good
works. Let us notcast impedimentsin their way, but
realize the fact that by their liberal utterances and
preachingof a purer Christianity Dr. Moorhouse and
other prominent churchmen are doing more to prepare
the churches for the rejection of the binding articles
of faith referred to than many of our most prominent
Freethinkers, with some of whom there is too greata
tendency to parade church dogmas, which though
appearing in tho Rubric are now almost obsolete.

WISE WORDS FROM SWEDENBORG.
CONTINUED

14. My last communication would be imperfect in its
detail, were | to withhold some other thoughts whichare
immediately connected therewith. In relation to those
desires which arise in the human mind, and the tendency
of which is in the direction of disorder, I would remark
that, these arise from the unequal adjustment of parts
of that wondrous machine which man's physical and
lowest earthly nature consists of. It is peculiar to man
on the earth, to present features of life which are akin
to that state which he occupies, and these features, aro
the result of many things and combinations which
operate quite apart so to speak from the higher life of
the spirit. The phenomenon of earth life may be con-
sidered as the product of operating causes, designed it
is true by the Infinite cause of all things, but left to the
control of laws which interlace one another, and often
seem to produce even contradictions when viewed by
the eye of a purified and elevated intelligence. Hence
you will often have occasion to remark, that disorder
infirmity, and a tendency to whatis evil, is inherited and
imparted by the parent to the children on this lowest
plane of life which 1 have referred to.  This, however
arises through the gross ignorance which prevails, and
which leads parents to commit the folly, and indeed, the
cruelty involved in the transmission of earthly qualities
to theirchildren. 15. Now I should haveto admit that,
this was an inevitable law of nature, did | not know
that the whole of this much to be deplorod proceeding,
is amenable to a process of cure which will take effect
when men learn to conduct their lives with sobriety and
lenco. Excess, on the one hand, and utter indif-
nce, as to results, on the other, must always have
the effect of producing such conditions as those which
are visible in the lives of earthly men and women
whose interiors are unillumined by the light of wisdom
to direct, and of love to control humanactions. 16. The
Most High God, who dwelleth in light which is inaccesi-
ble to man, while He has organised everything according
to tho purpose of His will, has, notwithstanding, left to
man on the earth a certain latitude of action, so that
thereby he may fulfil the functions of a growing and
developing being; elevating himselfaccording to those
laws of knowledge which are ever in accord with the
eflects which his actions produce. Thus it is, we see
men in all the different stages of development; on one
hand, very low down and surrounded by circumstances
which bespeak the grossest sensuality and disorder, and
on the other, risingout of this state, and fast tending
towards that condition which is symbolical of the higher
conditions of spirit life. While between these two
conditions, you have all tho different phases of earthly
lite which are necessary to fillup, and complete the
picture. 17. It is because | failed to understand the
most intricate operation of cause and effect when left to
itself, and uncontrolled by the wisdom and love which
man is to seek in the fulfilment of his destiny, that 1
was so ready to ascribe the evil to a fixed and imputed
law. j,et me, however, correct the mistaken views which
I inculcated on earth, and endeavour to sow the seeds
ot a better system, and one which shall have the effect
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both of encouraging and directing man on to the right
track, wherein he shall learn that gQod, and not evil, is
the goal to which he is to attain in due time. 18.
Human experience is a feature of being which is not
properly understood. That only is valuable to man
which hath beon acquired in the exercise of those facul-
ties of his intelligence, which, when properly exercised
in connection with the circumstances through which he
passes, results in the experiences reforrod to, for what
is experience but the impression which is made on' the
interior consciousness ot contact of the man with ele-
ments which operate around or within him, and which
are outside the circlo of his own proper esse. 19. | do
not mean to infer from this, that a man should do
evil that good may come, and, for the sake of acquiring
experience; but | do say, that it is hence arises a know-
ledge of cause and effect, and which leads mo to the
conclusions set forth above. 20. Evil, if you will so
denominate the confusion and disorder which arises
from uncontrolled and uneducated growth, is to be
cured; and I will now dwell somewhat on the process
whereby this end is to be attained. In your life, as it
has been and will be for centuries to come, the disorders
which prevail must be met. Attempts have been made
to meot them in the past, and many other attempts will
be made in the future; but only as the Reformer
becomes alive to the best methods, will the attempt bo
attended with success. | shall now revert to some of
those attempts which have been in the past; then to
others which are growing out of the increased intelli-
Kce of man of the presentday; and finally to future

olopments both as they relate to earth life and that
which will succed the present phase of your existence.
21. The Lord of Life, in the fulness of His wisdom and
love, hath implanted in the heart of the lowliestof His
creatures, a desire to live; and that desire implies the
attainment of the highest degree of life which it is pos-
sible to reach. Thus, itis, you will perceive running
throughout nature, the attempt of the lower formations
to reach a higher degree, the one merging into the other
not as it has been expressed by me in my writings by
discrete degrees so much as in a continuous lino, resolv-
ing itself at length into man, and then into the angel,
and thus approximating towards the Lord of All, from
whom all come, and unto whom all return. 22. This
potency then to rise, is the secret of man's recovery
from the disorders into which he may fall in the order of
his development, and it is because of this, he will even-
tually rise to participation in angelic life, and so behold
the bright vision of his Creator beaming more fully upon
him. The attempts which have been made to reach a
higher condition, and which you find recorded in the
history of the past, exhibit in detail, the various schemes
of salvation so called, which have marked man’s pro-
gress. From the earliest times, man felt his need of
elevation above the plain on which he stood. Hence,
the conception of God, or powers which filled his uni-
verse, and to whom ho attributed the ability to help him
up the hill of progress undor cortain conditions. And,
dwelling on this thought man came gradually to formu-
late religious idoas, in virtue of which, he conceived his
life might be regulated to the desired end. 23. Having
got thus far, man then awoke as it were, to the sensation
of obedience and disobedience to those dictates; and
hence arose the mighty power called conscience, which
becomes in the degree of his development, the judge
which either acquits him of neglect and disobedience,
or otherwise condemns him for his departure from
accepted rules of recognised right. 1t was on this basis
that all ancient or modern religions were founded, and
justin proportion to the advance of man's intellectual
capacity, so did the principles of right and wrong,
become more fully developed, and began to take
more elaborate forms. 24. Itisrecorded of the ancients
that they were a barbarous and ignorant race, mere
animals, moved by the gross impulses of their sensual
nature; but this isa libel upon them, for although, aa
we have remarked, the intellectual faculties were not
developed at that period, yet there was the earliest
operation of that spiritual force which afterwards
entered upon this higher stage. Therefore, that which
is esteemed barbarous in them, should rather be termed
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elementary; the forces of spirit lying hid in the germ,
and only then awakening to a consciousness of the possi-
bilities which awaited them in their expansion. Man's
interior life at that time, was contracted by reason of
the absence of thatculture, which would atlength make
it a fitting receptacle of the Divino influx; and there-
fore are discovered in connection with the more elemen-
tary periods of man's history, those cruder attempts at
elevation which are discoverable as you travel onward
in the history of the raco. 25. But however much you
may learn to attach the idea of imperfection, and that
which is of the merest elementary character, to the
attempts of the early races to riso highor in the scale by
the cultivation of religious ideas, never forget that these
are necessary links in the chain of progress which can-
not be ignored when considering the entire scope of
man’s elevation to the angelicstate. You may perceive
in their crude ideas, the very elementsof thought which
awaken sensations in your breast at the present time;
and in very many instances, a more simple, though
crude conception of the grandest possibilities which
await man in the future. 26. It is in this respect, that
the All Wise and Loving Father, hath never left him-
self without witnesses to His existence in the wide uni-
verse of matter andofmind ; aud itwill always be found
that, however low man may seem to fall at certain
periods of his history, he ever rises again inthe attempt
to recover his position. 27. While referring to this
earliest period of man's history, | would take the oppor-
tunity of correcting a misconception respecting that
golden age, which | suppose proceeded the Adamite fall.
In one respect, my conceptions of such a state were
perfectly correct; but were faulty to this extent, that
instead of that sublime condition of human-angelic state
prevailing among men on this earth, it was a condition
of spiritual life on the higher planes of the universal
kingdom, and formed by those spirits who had passed
away from other planets in advance of the harvest of
souls which your earth has given to thos” spiritual
regions since then. Consequently, when my clairvoyant
vision was opened to behold the condition which pre-
vailed among those spiritual beings, and then after this
te behold also the earliost races of man, | was led to
infer that the one was the ordinary succession of the
other; and that indeed, a groat and disastrous fall had
taken place; and this, with the expressed notions of
those earlier times by which | became acquainted with
tho attempts which had beon made to rise out of the
growingly felt elementary on to a higher plane, led me
to adopt tho theory of the fall, and tho schomo of
recovery which isset forth in my writings. | now
perceive my, mistake; for while as | have remarked,
there is a necessary connection between tho golden age
of those spiritual planes nearest to the earth and the
earth race itself, yet beyond the influence for good which
that higher stage of developed spirits exerts on the
lower, there is no necessary connection at all. 28. The
inhabitants of every planet, whether in advance of your
earth, orTO its rear, constitute a complete circle of life,
growth,land development, but excepting, as | have
inferred; that the higher in the universe has a tendency
to draw up the lower there is no link binding the one
to the other. They may be compared to separate
families of the All Father, which have their appropriate
laws of life, but between which, as there must always be
throughout tho entire universe, there exists a general
unity which binds all to the supreme. And when in the
future of your earth, man recognises those two facts
more fully, viz.:—the one-ness of man on the earth, and
the aid afforded in his progressive advancement by the
operation of the advanced spirits of the spiritual king-
dom which existed before jyour earth commenced to give
its souls to the circles of life beyond, then will it be
seen in what way higher degrees of spiritual life may be
obtained even on the earth plane, and a more humaniz-
ing and harmonious influence shall prevail to render
human happiness more real than it could be under the
present circumstance. 29. And, then, when men shall
Bee it to bo their duty to cultivate their inmost principle,
with a reference to the will of the All Wise, and which
embracbrnot only the future life, but the life they now
live on the earth; will it be found that human growth.
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like the growth of nature, ia subject to laws which lead
man upwards, and thus nearer to the All Father; and
that just in proportion will what is termed sin and dis-
order disappear, and a heavenly harmony prevail.
30. This, then, has been the end really, which all the
reformers and sages of the past, have been aiming at;
which | sought to accomplish in my attempt to found
a system of doctrinal teaching, which should supersede
the system then in vogue; and which, moreo/er,is now
being sought in the dispensation of Freethought, which
insists on discarding all systems, and seeking only in
the aspirations of the soul, the true pathway to a higher
and a better style of life. 31. When you examine by
means of historical records what has been attempted in
tho past, you will perceive uniformity in one thing only
and that is the end sought. For, however vari»! tho
systems of the mist, or the present, may be, and by
which it is sought to influence man in regard to his
moral and spiritual growth, you will always observe that
tho elevation of the soul to higher than tne grosser sur-
roundings of the earth life, hasbeen thoend ever kept in
view ; but so far as the means by which this end has
been sought these havevaried just in proportion to the
advance which man’s mind had made on the intellectual
and spiritual planes of his existence. At times, the
system partook of those elements which nature herself
especially provides; and sho nas tho magnet to draw
men out of themselves, and up to tho higher form of life.
Then, again, it was supposed that by the adoption of
austere rules, whereby tho material nature would bo
crushed and reduced to abject subjection, thatout of
the ruin thus accomplished, the soul would rise triumph-
ant, to itsgolden paradise of spiritual realization. While
at other periods, it was thought, through the physical
senses, and m their gratification, was tho the sure and
certain pathway to the elysium of bliss which i.Il should
seek. 32. But perhaps the most remarkable of all the
systems which have prevailed has been that which is
denominated the Christian system, and in which the
main constituent is tho utter degradation of man as a
moral agent, and then tho making of him to depend on
the merit and goodness of another to obtain the happi-
ness of which only then is he capablo of realizing T
freely confessthat | was led to adopt this view as the
basisofmy New Theology; of course with modifications
and conditions: and haring done so, | thought that |
bad arrived at the end of all religious controversy, and
provided the world with a schemo of divinity which
should ast for the ages to come, because as | sun-
posed that system was the result of teachings derived
from the Lord Himself, 33. I will now refer to what
1 believe to be an important fact in all religious
systems, via.; that men on the earth are to a con-
siderable degree, led and influenced by spirits who have
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heavenly order of the Most High, so that man may
become cognisant of the vanety of operations whereby
he is at last led to a more perfect system; for the mind
of man, likethetornfs of nature, proceeds through an
infinite d,vereit/oforders to the summum bonum of its
existence- And itison this principle, that at the
present day/the light of our spheres is bathing your
planet with'the sunshine ofa more advanced perception

¥z\ilction, and by virltueco¥ wh{cﬁh gr?\ mys}elf(i)er'%lxt%eﬁe{é
advance ideas which arc more in accordance with pro-
gression.  So. | shall now, in their proper order, pro-
cced to speak of the various elements of know edge
which stand connected with man's spiritual progresé
And in doing so, | shall adopt a method whbicl? will
enable me, senat'm, to explain the views which I now
hf «T Jd wh,Cj J'6 tl,0Lprevailing ideas of the_sphores
of Wisdom and Love wherein I dwell: and it will bo for
you to judge in the exercise of your reason, which 1|
entreat ofyou to cultivate, how far tho instructions thus
given, are calculated to meet the present-day enquiry
for a higher system of religious teaching. 30. And in
following out this plan, I shall commence with that
which must ever be the paramount consideration of the
thinking man, via. what is the fonndation or basis of
all tbmgs, from which all things arise, and by which al
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things are regulated, sustained, and directed in their
progress onwards and upwardsP In other words:
What, and where is God? a terra familiar to all men,
and sufficiently expressive to denominate the great
principle of which I must speak. This will be followed
by a consideration of the Soul in all its varied relations.
And these two God and the Sod1, will be found to em-
brace all that can bo said in relation to existence, as the
great spiritual fact of the universe, and for which all the
grosser forms of mattor, in all their stages, have been
created.
Mamias Meti.
H. J. B.
Melbourne, December, 1879.

COMMUNICATION.

W nhitom in my happy spirit-home, and now essaying to
use the animated organism of a kindred spirit upon
earth! To wbat purpose the effort unless to make you
or myself, or both, the happier and wiser? *“ Wisdom
is bought by experience —a trite enough saying on
earth, but nevertheless not always understood. Many
a one hath knowledge enough and to spare, yet, withal,
is sadly lacking in wisdom. Knowledge may be obtained
at the expense [of others; not so wisdom. To know
is one thing; to act is another. The abundance of
knowledge maketh manya man a fool; ho is only a
parasite, living upon others; he hath no root or found-
ation of his own. Now, a man with little or no book-
knowledge may have an infinite fund of wisdom.

Wisdom comes within; knowledge from without.
One may have a knowledge of spiritual things; but
without wisdom to use that knowledge he is spiritually
blind. It hath been said that “a littlo knowledge is a
dangerous thingand this, to an extent, is true, for
without wisdom to direct and take tho helm, a little know-
ledge may make shipwreck of a great deal of happiness.
Knowledge may work the craft, but wisdom must be the
master-mind to direct the whole.

“ Know thyself” is an old maxim; but it will avail
little to know one's faults without wisdom to try to
effect a cure. Knowledge and wisdom should go hand
in hand, as loving sisters. Knowledge alone puffeth
up, but wisdom maketh humble. Knowledge hath led
many a man astray, but “ Wisdom’s ways are ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths aro peace.” Knowledge
alone draggeth down, but wisdom exalteth aman. Know-
ledge is power, but wisdom is love. Knowledge isgrasp-
ing, but wisdom spreadeth abroad. Knowledge is the
candle, but wisdom is the light thereof. Knowledge is
the lock, but wisdom is the key. Knowledge is the
watch, but wisdom is the mainspring. Knowledge is
the mortal covering, wisdom is the spirit that animates
the whole. Knowledge is the machine, wisdom is the
motive-power. Knowledge is the clay, wisdom is the
moulder thereof. Knowledge alone is as an empty well
m a desert, butwisdom is as the water thereof, refresh-
ing the soul. Whoso hath knowledge, let him make
good use thereof, thereby displaying his wisdom. Be-
hold a light is a good thing, but wherewithal is its use
if it; be hidden. He that gathereth to himself alone,
loseth, but ho that spreadeth abroad doth greatly in-
crease his treasure. Whoso hasteth to be rich im-
povensheth himself, but great are the gains of a wise
man.  Whoso hath ears to hear let him understand ”

Castlemame.
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Communicationsfor insertion in this Journal should be
plainly written, and as concise as possible.

MHS. PATON’'S MEDIUMSHIP.

TO THE EDITOR OP THE “ HARBINGER OF-LIGHT.”

D ear Sib,—Observing that your two last issues report
respectively the interesting experiences of Messrs.
Parrant and Landy, at their sittings with that kind
and excellent nhonomenal medium, Mrs, Paton. | feel
it my duty ana privilege to state my own for the benefit
of your numerous readers, which occurred some eight
months since. | refrained from doing so earlier, as the
sittings were considered a special favour on account of
the medium’s ill health, which seemed to suffer after
sitting. However, Mrs. Paton being on a visit to
my family, spending a quiet afternoon (Mr. Paton join-
ing us in the evening), we all sat round our large teles-
cope dining table, some eight feet long. 1 had pre-
viously taken great care to see that the chimney orifice
was closed, windows fastened, and doors locked, for the
greater satisfaction of everyone. Mrs. Paton sat at one
end of the table and Mr. Paton at the other, each one
of us taking hold of the other’'s hand. 1 held Mrs.
Paton’s and one of my daughter's, the other and Mrs.
Gill being next to her. The lights being put out we
sang a lively tune. Presently, the heavy table began
to dance and keep time, but fearing damage would be
done, I requested the power not to be so rough. "We
then changed the tune, and the table trembled very
much, and presently the exclamation was that flowers
were thrown on the table,and | felt a delicious scent of
a roseon the side next my daughter, but inside my arm.
On lighting up, I found a large branch of a rose tree
there, and the table strewed with blossoms of geraniums
and rosebuds. On enquiry | found the branch had
been brought from a distance, and certainly it did not
come from my garden, as | had none of that particular
kind growing there.

On asubsequent occasion, under strict test conditions
as before, we had another sitting, and similar results
followed : a piece ofvariegated honeysuckle was brought
over the bacK of my head and thrown on the table. A
large piece of basaltic stone, about 14 Ibs. weight,
was brought into the room and laid on the table, causing
a very slight indentation, and rolled over on to a finger
of one of my daughters, and made her call out.

It is much to be regretted that the health of this
lady is so bad, as she is a truly excellent phenomenal
medium (it being her speciality) ; I trust, however, with
care she will recover her strength again.—Yours truly,

EDWIN GILL.

JOTTINGS ON PASSING EVENTS.

Some newspapers are wise, some are otherwise. The
Daily Telegraph is one of the latter class, only more so !
Conservative in politics, it is more than conservative in
religion, and appears to luxuriate in the possession of
a special retainer from Parsondom. At any rate, the
paper in Question seems to cherish the conviction that
it is the duly constituted and recognised champion of
“ Churchianity." “ Be thou exalted, O Popular Theo-

' and let thine enemies perish,” is the key in

h all its polemical tunes are pitched. Every
liberal tendency inside or without the Church, every
outspoken confession of sympathy with the advancing
spirit of the age, whether uttered by clerical or by
layrnap, becomes the subject of its accomplished vitu-
peration; for, though often mistaking abuse tor argu-
ment, and with boldness ofassertion, confusing brilliance
of style, the Telegraph writer possesses a remarkable
facility of epithet ana phrase. The frenzied enthusiasm
of Colonel Bangs in the heat of anelectioneering cam-
paign is as the quiescence of an inland lake compared
with thevirtuous indignation that agitates the editorial
breast when any heretical sentiments are manifested.
To day, Bishop Moorhouse, for attacking some strong-
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hold of Materialism, is belarded, like Bangs's man, with
a marvellous profusion of adjectives,” expressive of all
the virtues in the calendar; to-morrow, for affirming a
quasi belief in the Evolution theory, he is told thata
theologian is not a scientist, and has repeated to him the
familiar lesson, “ Ne sutor ultra crepidam.” It exhibits
the most contradictory moods, and is quite Protean in its
phases. At one time it will assume a purely material-
istic posture—as it did, notably, in an attack upon
Spiritualism some eighteen months ago—an attack which
elicited Mrs. Britten's crushing rejoinder, “ Is Spiritu-
alism a Savage Superstition?” At another time it is
dead against Materialism in eveiy form. Some few
months since, the Telegraph egregiously committed itself
by revelling, with an insane exuberance of enthusiasm,
in praise of a well-written but very inconclusive article
m the Edinburgh Review entitled “The Fallacies of
Evolution.” This, our Bombastes Furioso spoke of as
completely shattering the fabric of Development. A
short controversy arose in its columns on the subject, in
the course of which the Anglican Bishop was stigmatised
as lending his support to atheistical principles. Lately,
a reply to the Edinburgh Reviewer has appeared in the
Fortnightly, from the competent pen of G. J. Romanes,
M.A., F.L.8. _Since then the Telegraph has maintained
a degree of discreet reticence on the topic of Evolution.
1 have been amused with this Bishop (See Melbourne
Review). He says, “ Veiled under a mocking diction of
elaborate courtesy, in which “ my lord " and “ your lord-
ship™ occurs (sic) in every line,» the letter is a tirade
of coarse and envenomed blasphemy. The writer must
have spent his time in ransacking the most infamous
writings obtainable, and having chosen the most brutally
atheistical sentiments, " Ac. Ac. It really would
be interesting to know what private meaning the Tele-
h has for the terms “ blasphemy," “ atheistical," Ac.
t, mehr Licht! Two days prior, the D. T. (sugges-
tive initials!) came out with a lucubration, wherein it
sought to ridicule and belittle the honoured names of
Richard Temple, Rowland Williams, Mark Pattison,
Baden Powell, and Benjamin Jowett, authors of the
celebrated “ Essays and Reviews." Of them it speaks
as “The theological pleiad,” and of their work as
“ flimsy", “The Essays and Reviews," says the Telegraph,
“ were answered in volume after volume, and sermon
after sermon.” Of course they were! Just as every
one who starts a controversy gets “ answered." A dis-
tinguished critic, however, in acumen not unequal to the
Telegraph writer, has said of these very “volumes and
sermons”—* Written in defence of the ordinary (theo-
logical) view, while professing a desire for candid and
free, though reverential, examination of the subject, they
pass by entirely the main points of difficulty.” And
then the D. T. tries to persuade us that in this contro-
versy, as in every other, the “ victory fell to the party of
Relief.” Scarcely anything could be more notoriously
untrue ! On the contrary, all the representative con-
troversies between Orthodoxy and Freethought have
2 inated in favour of thelatter. Thomas Paine gave
Sishop of Llandatf his quietus; Lessing more than
ced Melchior Goetze, pastorprimarius of Hamburg;
the author of “Vestiges of Creation” covered with
defeat the fomidable quartette of Miller, Hitchcock,
Sedgwick, and Clark; Professor Newman has put to
shame and confusion his clever and persistent, but not
very high-principled opponent, Henry Rogers; Bishop
Colenso, in his “ Bible Commentary Examined,” ana
later works on the Pentateuch, utterly routs his many
foes; “ Supernatural Religion"” now remains impreg-
nable to the attacks of Lightfoot, Sanday, and How;
Matthew Arnold in “ Literature and Dogma," and its
brilliant supplement, “ God and the Bible," fairly urisets
the prelatical host who arrayed themselves against him;
A passage comes to mind from one of the writings of
Francis William Newman, so truthfully descriptive of
papers like the Daily Telegraph that I cannot forbear
quoting it, even at the risk of being prolix. It occurs,
I think, in “ Phases of Faith,” and is somewhat as fol-
lows :—<The robur legionum of bigotry is found in the
anonymous writers for religious journals and conserva-
tive newspapers, who too generally adopt a style of
= Which, by the way, is untrue.
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which they would be ashamed if their name« were
attached, who often seem desirous to make it known
that their trade is to carp, insult, or slander; who as-
sume a tone of omniscience at the very moment when
they show narrowness of heart andjudgment. To such
writings, all who desire to promote earnest thought and
tranquil progress should anxiously testify theic-deep
repugnance. A large part of this insult and slander is
prompted by a pandering to the real or imagined taste
of the public, and will abate when it visibly fails to be
gainful.

THE ETHICS OF SPIRITUALISM.

Ok Monday evening the 15th Decembor, Mr. Charles
Bright lectured under the auspices of the Psychological
8ociety of New South Wales on the above subject,
at the New Temperance Hall, Pitt-street, Sydney. The
audience was a numerous and discriminating one, and
the lecturer was frequently applauded for his brilliant
and logical utterances. We append a synopsis of the
lecture:

“ By the ‘ Ethics of Spiritualism’ I moan of course
the moral teachings which pervade the latter-day
revelations which have come to us in the name of
Modern Spiritualism, and in presenting a broad view of
these | am guided mainly by a study of such works as
those of Andrew Jackson Davis, Hudson Tuttle, Emma
Hardinge Britten, A. R. Wallace, Lizzie Doten, and
Allan Kardec. Some people are apt to conceive of
morality as of something incapable of change, whereas
in reality it alters as social usages alter, and differs
materially in diverse epochs, and even at the same epoch
among different racesof mankind. To take the marriage
relation as an illustration —Amongmost civilized peoples
monogamy is Tegarded as the only moral condition, but
with the Mahomedans and the Mormons, the men held
in the highest respect possess the largest number of
wives. Ideas relative to ethics are the product of social
revolution and inspiration, like everything else con-
nected with humanity, is notindependentof surrounding
conditions. The unseen intelligences could not confer
enlightment upon savages to the extent they are
enabled to illumine the minds of those who have
attained to a higher grade of progression. The spiritual
superintendence is of various kinds. ~ With many men
of genius and philosophers it acts entirely independent
of their own knowledge, and even frequently in spite of
their vehement denial of any such sphere of causation.
Thus what is termed science, often by its own methods
apparently independent, comes to the aid of revelation
though both are known to the spiritualist to be under
similar guidance. However this may be, the moral
teachings given abnormally through spiritual medium-
ship as well as those of the leading ethical philosophers
of our time, are completely subversive of those of the
orthodox religionists.  If, as is generally averred by
materialists, mediums only repeat their own ideas, how
comes it that nonp-of them have told usof a personal
deity seated on a “great white throne" surrounded by
winged worsMp'pers, or a personal devil superintending
a lake of sulphur? They have sprung from the class
which believed these things,yet the revelation which
comes tbrbugh them is altogether different.  Orthodox
morality starts with the assumption that human nature
is depraved and opposed to God. Upon this the entire
ethical system is based. The revelations of Spiritualism
declare that human nature is divine, and only needs to
be surrounded by the conditions which wisdom and
experience will teach in order to grow towards God.
Hence while the morality of orthodoxy insists on the
suppression of nature, that of Spiritualism demands its
purest expression under just guidance. Thus the ethics
of Spiritualism are completely revolutionary of those of
orthodoxy which are the outcome of monasticism. To
the latter asceticism is the highest virtue; to the
spiritualist it is vice of the opposite sort to excess, and
only to be applauded where it tends to the service of
humanity. Temperance thus becomes so far as the
individual is concerned the ohly virtue; while in social
ethics liberty for all becomes the prime desideratum.
In the more happily constituted social organisation
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which will gradually be attained each'will be able to
individualise himself and herself as nature intended;
each will act as he or she likes, counselled by the love of
others, but never coerced. And in order that each may
so act it will be the duty of the Society Government to
interpose the moment anyone trespasses on another’'s
sphere of action. Then, with human nature recognised
as divine and complete liberty of action allowed it,
society only interfering to insure such liberty, salvation
will come to each in proportion as each serves all. Not
through another’s suffering, but by your own loving
service will happiness come.  Happiness always eludes
those who seek it, but comes to those who think not of
it but work with a single eye to the benefit they can
confer on their fellow creatures. The ethics of
Spiritualism teach us above all things to be loyal to the
highest truth we can discern, for by serving truth we
but serve the eternal interests of the human race.”

Tub quarterly election of officers for the Sydney Lyceum
took place on 8unday, 14th December. Mr Charles
Cavenagh being unanimously elected conductor; and/
Mr. Geo. Corner, secretary. ="

A PRIVATE SEANCE.

The writer was invited with a number of other friends
to a private seance atthe hospitable house of a well-
known citizen and noted Spiritualist in Melbourne, on
the evening of Tuesday, the 30th December, 1879.
There were some fourteen ladies and gentlemen present,
and several mediums. The medium of the evening,
however, being the celebrated Mrs. P., formerly of
Castlemaine, who with her accustomed kindness had
consented to sit for one evening with a view of showing
several present some of the wonderful physical
phenomena that comes through her mediumship, and
which have made her name so famous in Spiritualist and
other circles.  After singing and prayer the table was
tilted and suspended several inches from the ground,
and raps given to show the invisibles were present.
Mrs. P. though under control was in her normal state,
and, as usual with her, seemed convulsed or hysterical
iust before objects were brought into the room. On
lighting up a few fresh flowers were found on the table
in frontof another medium, and a little later a heavy
boulder and seaweed wet, sandy, and with dozens of
small insects alive, and crawling on the table near to it.
The peculiar smell evolved from it filled the room as
soon as the spirits had brought it in. This manifesta-
tion caused much interest, and was very convincing to
everyone. A few minutes later a gentleman present
was entranced, and, as was stated, controlled by one of
Mrs. P.'s controls as her power was exhausted, and
though not a physical medium, the spirits were enabled
to bring through him a fuo timile or boulder and sea-
weed to that they had brought through Mrs. P. a few
minutes earlier. This was a most conclusive test of the
bonafide character of the previous manifestation, and
the gentleman through whom it came was as much
pleased aud astonished as anyone present. He was
subsequently controlled by a spirit calling himself
“ 8tudent,” and who delivered a very practical address.
Mrs. P. was informed if she would sit regularly and in a
select circle, birds, doves, and live animals, and similar
higher manifestations would come by her. She said in
reply that she was anxious to receive such manifesta-
tions, and would endeavour to comply when she came
home from Castlemaine, where she was going for a
holiday. A young lady presentsaw many spirits in the
room, and described them. This lady is a powerful
test medium, and sits for advanced phenomena in her
own family. 8he sees spirits in her normal state, and
many write through her hand. Spirits controlled a
lady who diagnosed the heads of some present.
A young lady was controlled by a child, and a young
gentleman by a clergyman, who delivered a fine address.
Altogether the seance was a marked success, and most
hearty thanks are not only due to Mre. P. for her kind-
ness in attending, but equally so to the warm-hearted
host and hostess for so kindly inviting so many friends
to witness such truly marvellous manifestations of spirit
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power. The objects broughtinto the room, | must add,
were said to have come from Brighton Beach, a distance
of several miles from where the seance was held.
Let the Kellars and Baldwins, those puny exposers of
Spiritualism, perform such things if they can. In the
presence of such facts they must doff the lion's hide
and hang out the calf's skin.
THE CHAIRMAN.
Sandhurst, 18th January, 1880.

8ACRIF1C1AL RITBS.
CONTRIBUTED BY ANDREW TIMBBELL.

A1though the pages of history are not always reliable,
as, for example, that of “ Goldsmith’s England,” which
omits the great plague and fire of London ; it is at once
interesting and edifying to read about the social customs
and religious systems of different nations, in former
ages, and at the present period. A critical and studious
investigation of the rise, progress, and decay of cities,
and empires, opens up an arena of speculation, whioh
cannot readily be ignored by the analytical faculty of
an enquiring mind. | confess the astonishment which
possessed me after discovering how, in remote epochs of
the world's history, there appear to have prevailed,
approximately speaking, a remarkable similarity of
superstitious ordinances. The performance of sacrificial
rites seems to have been proverbial in all countries,
although distantly separated from each other, and exist-
ing in the plentitude of their territorial power, at
various periods of time. | much regret that | have not
immediate access to “ The Anacalypsis,” of Sir Godfrey
Higgins, for I am informed that it makes mention of the
excavated Temple of Elephant, near Bombay, the
colossal sculpture of its gigantic idol being imagined
by that author to represent the image of Caeca, a
tyrannical potentate, during the time of the alleged
incarnation of Vishnu, the second deity and propitiatory
god, or avator, of the Hindoo Trinity. This Casca
appears to have been a type, or precursor, of Herod of
Judea, for, notwithstanding that several centuries
elapsed between their respective reigns, each of them
resolved upon slaughtering all the male infants within
their territories, in the hope and expectation that by
adopting such an atrocious system of wholesale infanti-
cide, the newly-born incarnated 8aviour would be
destroyed. It is a remarkable coincidence that the
Hindoo mythology should so minutely correspond with
tho Evangelical narrative. | have no desire to initiate
a theological or religious controversy, but it is certainly
very extraordinary, not to say suspicious, how two
events, so chronologically remote from each other, should
so correspond in almost every minutia.  However, for
the present, | will waive that subject, because it is my
desire to proceed to other topics. In 1889,1 explored
the remarkable cave-temple of Elephanta, in the com-
pany of Lieutenant Zoucb, of the Indian Navy, with
which service | was at that time connected, and a
personal description of it may probably possess a novel
interest for the reader. The Island of Elephanta con-
tains about a thousand acres, a good deal of which is
tillage, with a hamlet of tolerable size, but the major

yt is beautiful wood and rock, being a double-pointed

ill, rising from the sea to some height. The stone
elephant, from which the usual Portuguese name of the
island is derived, stands in a field about a quarter of a
mile to thé right of the usual landing place. It is about
threetimes as large as life, rudely sculptured, and much
dilapidated. The animal on its back, has no longer any
distinguishable shape. From the landing place, a deep
and narrow path, but practicable for palanquins, leads
up the hill, winding prettily through woods, and on the
brinks of precipices.  About halfa mile up is the first
cave, which is a sort of portico supported by two pillars
and two pillaeters, and seeming as if intended for the
entrance to a rock-temple which bas not been completed.
A quarter of a mile further, and two-thirds of the
ascent up thehigherof the two hills, is the great cavern«
in a magnificent situation, at the upper end of which in
the form of a cross, is an enormous Dust, figure, or idol,
with three heads, reaching from the pavement to the
ceiling. Behind the central head, which is reached by
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ascending a very narrow stone staircase, there is a low
seat formed out of rock, and, it is conjectured that, the
officiating priest occupied the seat, whenever the people
assembled in the temple for the observance of supersti-
tious ceremonies.  Another idea is that the priest,
seated upon the stone, responded with the feigned
voice of a god or oracle, to the petitions and prayers of
the worshippers, who believed that the answers emanated
from their Deity direct. Upon the right hand side of
the cave, there are several excavated recesses, each of
them containing what resembles a church fount, but
supposed to have been used as altars of sacrifice, for
around their base there is a gutter chiselled out of
stone, which might have proved serviceable for catching
the blood of slaughtered victims, or animals. At the
extremity of the temple, and a little to the right of the
monster idol, there is a tunnel, so low in height that |
had to stoop very low before | could enter it. The
exploration was obstructed, not on'y by the myriads of
native bats which infest its seclusion, but,also, from the
quantity and depth of water which submerged the base-
ment. At an inconsiderable distance, say about six
yards from the entrance, our flambeaux became extin-
Cshed, and an explorer is reminded of Thalaba among
ruins of Babylon, when—

Cautiously he trode, and felt

' The dangerous ground before him with his bow ;

While the adder, at the noise alarmed.

Launch'd at th’ intruding staff her arrowy tongue.

1t would have been veryinteresting to have thoroughly

explored that tunnel, although, had 1 persisted in doing
so, I might have adorned a tale, instead of telling one.
My private opinion at the time, was, that it conducted
to subterranean dungeons, which, in former ages, were
occupied by the intended victims for sacrifice upon the
excavated and isolated altars already mentioned. Cer-
tain it is, that all the associations of the temple appear
to suggest the idea that it was originally used for
the superstitious observance of sacrificial rites. The
locality was favourable to such customs, and we know
that in all pagan countries, the religious ceremonies of
a fanatical priesthood were usually solemnized, or per-
formed in groves and isolated situations. Consider, for
instance, the condition of Britain at the date of the
invasion by. Julius Caisar, B. C., 55, when priests, called
Druids, clothed themselves in long white garments, and,
like other idolaters in more eastern longitudes, wor-
shipped the sun, the moon, the fire, the river, the trees,
and stones; who sacrificed, not only beasts, but men,
sometimes upon stone altars—as suggested, by the
peculiarities of the Elephanta temple, to have been
performed within its excavated recesses—and occasion-
ally by being enclosed in cases of basket-work, and then
burned to death. The huge stones in Wiltshire, called
Stonehenge, are the remains of one of their temples.
Our ancestors were as much addicted to the offering of
human sacrifices, under tho Druidical system, as our
Oriental cousins, the Hindoos, under the Brahminical
order. Bearing these occurrences in faithful remem-
brance, and reflecting that the regal residence of the
sanguinary King of Dahomy, in equatorial Africa, is
actually rogfed with human $kull*\ let me now invite
your consideration of the narrative of Stephens, the
traveller, who, in 1889, was entrusted with a confidential
mission from the Government of the United States to
Central America. It would occupy too much space to
give only an abridged account of the wonderful dis-
coveries in such extinct cities as those of Copan,
Palenqu6, Querigua, and Uxmal, which he visited, but
no one living could give him any information about
their former inhabitants. Who were the people that
built those cities?  In ruined Egypt, and even in tho
long lost Petra, the stranger knows the story of the
people, whose vestiges are around him. America, say
the quid-nuncs of historical criticism, was inhabited by
savages; but savages never reared these structures;
savages never carved these stones. Ask the native
Indian who fashioned them, and the dull answer is
Quim saba? “ Who knows?” But, more marvellous
still, four days on the road to Mexico, on the other side
of the Great Sierra, is a living city, large and populous,
occupied by Indians, precisely in the same state as
before the discovery of America by Sebastian Cabot,
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shortly after Christopher Columbus reached the West
Indies on October 12th, 1492. The traditionary account
of the Indians at Chajul is that no white man
has ever reached that city; that the inhabitants speak
the Maya language, are aware thata race of strangers
had conquered tne whole country around, and murder
any white man who attempts to enter their territory.
They are said to havo no corn, or circulatingmedium;
no horses, cattle, mules, or any domestic animals, except
fowls, and the cocks they keep underground, to prevent
their crowing being heard. | must supplicate the
reader to pardon this digression, and will now revert to
the given problem concerning sacrificial rites. Among
the places visited by Stephens, just forty years ago, was
TJtation, the capital of the now extinct kingdom of
Quich6, and the most important feature of that locality
is El Sacrificatorio, or the place of sacrifice. The name
has a 8panish sound, and is suggestive of the Spanish
conquests in the Western Hemisphere, which were con-
temporaneous with the Inquisition atrocities in Catholic
8pain. The pagan priests carried up the victim entirely
naked, and extended him upon the altar, pointing out
the idol to which the sacrifice was made, that the peoplo
might pay their adorations. The a]tar had a convox
surface, and the body of the victim lay arched, with the
trunk elevated, and the head and feet depressed. Four
priests hold the legs and arms, and'a fifth kept his head
firm with a wooden instrument, made in the shapeof a
coiled serpent, so that he was prevented from making
the least movement. The head priest then approached,
and, with a knife made of flint, cut an aperture in the
breast,and tore out the heart, which, while palpitating,
he offered to the sun, and then throw it at the feet of
the idol. If the idol were gigantic and hollow, it was
usual to introduce the heart of the victim into his
mouth, with a golden spoon. If the victim were a
prisoner of war, as soon as he was sacrificed, they cut off
his head, to preserve the skull,and threw the body down
the steps, when it was taken up by the officers or
soldiers to whom the prisoner had belonged, and carried
to his houao to be dressed and served as an entertain-
ment for his friends. |f he were not a prisoner of war,
but a slave purchased for the sacrifice, the proprietors
carried off the body for a similar purpose. In her
recently published work upon Mormonism at Utah,
Mrs. Stenhouse informs us that when her Swiss friend,
Mrs. Baliff first heard of the revelation by Joseph
Smith in 1848, concerning Celestial marriages, or a
plurality of wives, the astonished lady exclaimed, “ Oh,
ray God, what a beastly religion!”  But I can imagine
how infinitely more welcome to the Mormon disciples,
at 8alt Lake City, must have been that commandment
about spritual wives, than could the atrocities, com-
mitted by a fanatical priesthood at Quiche, have been to
the terrified populace. The wonder is, how a people,
whose edifices, temples, monuments, and palaces, the
rums of which aro still visible, testify to the high
standard they must have attained in the arts more
har to civilisation than to barbarism, could have
addicted to such sanguinary and senseless cus-
toms. And npw occurs the contingent question; how
the same ordihanco of sacrificial rites is to be so marked
a characteristic in the religious systems of countries,
widely separated from each other, and yet possessiiAall
the elements of similarity? 1 have shewn, in this
paper, that human sacrifices were, at some timo or
other, the distinguishing feature of those superstitious
dices which were enacted in the temple of
phauta, near Bombay; also by the Druids of Ancient
Britain ; also by the autocrat potentates of Equatorial
Africa ; and, also, by the former inhabitants of Central
America Thus, in the four geographical quarters of
our world, the identically same atrocities have been
practised, and sacrificial rites have been recognised as
the cardinal virtues of a mythological system. How
did it happen ? Is there a gulf-stream in the Theologic
ocean, as well as in the broad Atlantic? Has the
mther-wave, that subtle, all pervading, cosmic mther, or
the undulatory theory of Fluyghens, of Young, any-
thing to do with this revolting, but at one period,
revalent, observance? W ho will answer, because | ask
or information ?
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MES. E. H. BEITTEN.

W e had hoped to have done with personalities connected
with the above lady, and had nothing to report of her
save matters connected with her public work, but in her
desire to hide from the American public the selfish
tactics displayed by her and her husband in connexion
with her last visit here, and the disastrous results to
herself caused thereby, she has written to tho Banner
of Light a letter so full of palpable falsehood and vin-
dictiveness against those who, on conscientious grounds
presumed to hold aloof from her, and express dissent
from tho course she adopted, that we are again neces-
sitated to correct her misstatement«. W e have hitherto
been blamed for our forbearance in this matter, but as
this has evidently not been appreciated by the subject
of it, we will let our readers see that the treatment of
the friends of Spiritualism here was no isolated case, by
publishing the protest of the San Francisco spiritualists
whom she treated almost as badly as the Victorians.

In her recent lettor to the Bannero fLight, which is
published in that journal of November 22nd last, she
accuses the Harbinger of launching “ scurrilous abuse”
at her, and the Victorian Association are accused of
using the Harbinger for a similar purpose.

As this paper has not published a single letter from
the association, and the only items bearing on Mrs.
Britten, with exception of editorial, are tho simple
business reports of two of its meetings, and a brief
and temperate letter from the secretary* the lalsity of
the abore etatement as far as tho association is con-
cerned will be patent to all our readers. With regard
to our editorials we refer our readers to tho issues of
February, May, and October last, and leave them to
find if they can the “"scurrilous abuse" referred to
The misrepresentations which follow are of a more
general character, but equally reprehensible. We are
told that the conduct of the association, &c., have
“ wrought disaster to tho cause,” and that a palsy has
fallen on the public aspect of the cause, and other
matters calculated to mislead the readers of the Banner
and prejudice unfavourably public speakersand mediums
who mightbe disposod to visitus. We are told alsoof
a branch of the spiritualists here who earnestly
solicited her to return, and remain their permanent
speaker. The branch if it exists must be a leafless one,
fonts foliage is not visible, possibly it is a twig. It is
well known to those who attended Mrs. Britten's last
series of lectures, that although complimentary tickets
to admit bearer and friends" were lavishly distributed,
the attendance bore no comparison to thatof the first
course, and even at her farewell lecture numbers of
seats were unfilled. We would give Mrs. Britten all
the credit due to her as an able and eloquent exponent
of Spiritualism, and have always spoken of her as such,
Wetsainat et TALR 0ifi Vherel aRenaRl clrivion yihien
connected with it nullified all the good her first one did
to the cause of Spiritualism in Victoria.

T the Efearoi the Banner o1 CIGRE 1

With the commencementot the New Year the Spiritaaliets and
i nenda ot Progrcwto San Francisco send to the dear old Banner
of Light hearty congratulations and an earnestwish for its con-
tinned prosperity, and that from week to week it may have an
enlarged sphere of usefulness in which to shed abroad it. lightof
truth irnd joy, dissipatingthe dark cloud,of Error, Fear, Doubt
and Superstition.

1notice In yourissue of Dec. 22nd, a lettor from Mrs. Emma
Hard,ago Britten, which, by misrepresentation, doe. great
injustice to the Spiritualist, of thiscity, and | am therefore con-
strained, reluctantly, to notionit-reluctantiy, because from my
having known her (and welcomed her to tho hospitalitiesof my
home) in the early days of her lecturing career, when | appre-
mated and esteemed her ns a friend and a struggling lecturer, |
had therefore no biasor prejudice against her-far otherwise! and
am the more pained to find her endeavouring to obtain “ a
victory,” (a, she calls it) and to adrettkm hermit, begging for

eBarbing*-of Light, March, April, and May, 1879.
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sympathy, at the expense of troth and regardless of what Is just-
ly due to the earnest Spiritualists of San Francisco.

When Mrs. Britten came here as a lecturer, there was an honest
purpose on the part of the friends of the cause to make every
effort to promote and ensure her success, and it was not a little
discouraging to find her manifestingan arrogant and selfish spirit,
from tho moment of her arrival, such aswould not be looked fo*
from a " missionary” to the benighted people of San Francisco,
including the many Spiritualists, and her deportment strongly
indicated that the only matter or person worthy her notice or
consideration was Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten and husband—
certainly very unlike tho spiritand bearing she manifested years
ago, when | knew her as Missor Mrs. Emma Hardinge.

With regard to her reception and treatment here, the facts are,
that at the time of her arrival the Spiritualist Society had not
been holding meetings fora coupleof months, the recently elected
President— Mrs. Foye—having resigned, but arrangements were
immediately perfected to commence them again, when a proposi-
tion came from Mrs. Britten, desiring to lecture for the Society
and naming her terms of 60 dois, for each Sunday, which was
promptly entertained, [and, through a Committee, she was in-
formed that her proposition was accepted, whereupon she de-
manded the insulting condition of having bonds executed to her
for the paymentof said sum. As the Society had ever fulfilled
its obligations, promptly and generously, to other speakers—
iam Denton, J. M. Peebles and

among whom I may name Wi
Jenny Leys-self-respectrequired a promptrejectionof the demand
and all négociations terminated.

Itis utterly untrue that there has been any opposition to her by
the Spiritualist Society here, buton the other hand, no "division"
or " opposition" hasexisted, except that created by Mr. and Mrs.
Britten themselves, aided by parties they have solicited to co-
operate with them It is true that when the members of the
Society—eminently respectable ladies and gentlemen—were un-
mistakably informed by Mrs. Britten that their calls and atten-
tions were not welcome or desired; and when, too, it wasfound
that she refused to cultivate friendly relations with the active

and organised Spiritualists, or to even notice, by visiting or
otherwise recognising, the large and flourishing Children's Pro-
gressive Lyceum organised here, the society and its members
8imply let Mrs. Britten alone severely—probably

punishment that could be inflicted on her vanity andegotism, and

the worse

arrangements were at once made for other lecturers, and a con-
tinuance of public meetings, leaving heropposition to take care
of itself, with such assistance as it had from those who have ever
been ambitious to " rule or ruin.” Free admission wassimultanc-
ously inaugurated by both meetings, and both have been well
attended.

In addition to its being untrue, there is something exceedingly
ridiculous in her saying that " the Society commenced running
meetings against me, lectures, medium Béances, Ac." as if her
presence and “ missionary" efforts inaugurated Spiritualism in
8an Franciscol The Society simply continued its meetings,
lectures, Ac., notwithstanding and utterly
regardlessof her opposition meetings.

The " party spirit” and " cliques” in our midst to which she
refers, are mainly if notexclusively due to herconduct and efforts
and she ought to assume the responsibility thereof. She will
“ over there.”

medium |seances,

Her attitude evidently is, that if Spiritualists do not promptly
accede to the terms and conditions, however insulting, she and
her present husband see fit to demand, forsooth ! they are in
opposition to her 1 Verily, the sun and moon, the heavenly host,
and Spiritualists of earth must bow down and worship her
august majesty, or they arc all in opposition to her. Modesty
even in an actress, is a virtue worth cultivating.

Whilst it would be difficult to discover any gratifying results
of her" missionary" efforts in our midst, or to perceive any great
amountof instruction to be derived from her generalisations, yet
I cheerfully concede her to be an entertaining speaker, and doubt-
less her mysterious reproduction of what she has read of
“ Art Magic" is quito as attractive to her hearers as anything she

may perchance say of tho facts and philosophy of Spiritualism.
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What she says of " loo*c morals and loose principles” I forbear
to notice, for her sake as well as for the sake of someof her asso-
ciates. There can be no objection to her advertising Mrs. Foye
and her few other personal friends, as| am quite sure that Mrs.
F. is just about as successful as other mediums, and not more so,
in giving assurance of a life beyond the carth-lifc ; yet 1 do not
find, although she is beyond *necessity” and doubtless has a
keen sense of "duty,” that she is any less exacting or more
moderate in her charges than others.  She has the reputation of
being a shrewd business woman, as well as a good medium. Itis
certainly unnecessary for me to say as much as | have to those
who know Mrs. Britten, but 1 felt it my duty to defend the course
and conductof the Spiritualist Society here against the assault
and misrepresentations she made under the inspiration of egotism
and wounded pride

Wo look forward to the early day when Mrs. Britten will find it
consistent with hor sense of duty to accept some of the very
numerous calls she speaksof to other and more inviting fields of
"missionary” labor, and let the Spiritualists here once more
heartily unite to promote the cause of Spiritualism in our
midst.

With best wishesfor your healthand prosperity, and an increase
in the circulation of your valuable journal, I am,

Tours faithfully,
P. D. Moore

San Francisco, Cal. Jan. 2nd. 1878.

The undersigned having read the letter of Mr. P. D. Moore to
the Bannerof Light under dateof January 2nd, 1878, and being
acquainted with the facta contained therein, we heartily approve
and endorse whathe has written, and desire tho publication of
his letter ason actof justice to the SpiritualisU of San Francis««,
after what Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten has written, and which
appeared in the Bannerof Light of December 22nd, 2877.

A. W. Allen,
J. M. Mathews,
Wm. M. Rider.
W. N. Stocum,

\ H. F. M. Brown,
W. H. M
C. L. Cramer,
Mrs. M.Elliott,

s,

Lavkrna Mathews,

. . L. B. Hopkins.
$an Francisco, Cal. Jan. 3rd, 1878.

EEV. DR. HUGHES' LECTURES.

Dr.Hughes hascontinued his lectures for tho Victorian
Association of Spiritualists, at tho Academy of Music,
during tho past month, the houso being usually wecli
fijled. A large audience assembled last Sunday to hear
his lecture entitled “ Beyond the Grave in which ho
Eluded to the universal appreciation of the bcautiiu),
even in the animal kingdom, where symmetry of form
excited our admiration, but more so in tho human race;
but this was evanescent, and it was only the idea of
immortality which gave pormanenco to its beauty. It
was that idea which illumined the gravo. It had been
the ambition of all Christians to know but one thing,
which it was difficult for their teachers to answer
—Where are the dead ?

He reviewed the Catholic picture of purgatory, and
the Orthodox idea of heaven, and commented on their
irrationality and their incompetence to satisfy the yearn-
ing of the soul for a further revelation of God. Assert-
ing that progress was eternal, he drewa glowing picture
of afuture stateof progressive development from plane
to plane throughout eternity.

The lecture was earnest and eloquent, and commanded
the profound attention of the audience.

Dr. Hughe8 engagement wifh the Association ter-
minates with the next lecture, but it is understood he
will continue to lecture in Melbourne on his own
account.
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A NEW SPIRITUALISTIC MAGAZINE.

W * are glad to observe that 8ydney is to have a
Spiritualistic and Freethought Journal, the prospectus of
which appears in another column. From Mr. Haviland's
literary ability and energy of character we may expect
the newjournal to bea creditable representativoof the
cause or Spiritualism and Free Religious /thought in
the neighbouring colony. !

MATERIALIZATION.

THE VIEWS OF BKV. BAMIJEL WAT80N ON THE SUBJECT.

From the Beligio-Philosophical Journal.

I see by your last issue that Mr. W. W. Currier,
desires to " know just the conditions under which the
phenomena took place,” to which I referred in my
article of the 18th of September, in reply to Mr. Allen’s
article on materialisation. It was at Dr. Parson’s, in
Philadelphia, July last. | bad spent the night with the
Doctor, and Mr. Powell came over in the morning. It
was in the parlor, with sunlight streaming through the
windows. A hard substance comes upon the end of his
finger while be holds it in the air, and with which he
writes on a slate as with a slate pencil. Wishing to
test the matter thoroughly, | requested that it might
come on my finger. It was done in a very short time, a
substance about the size of a squirrel shot, indented on
or in the end of the forefinger. He took hold of my
hand, and a message was written without my agency,
only to let him move my finger, which was a test com-
mumcation relative to one very dear to me in spirit-life.
This is all there wasof it asa fact. As to the theory,
I think spirits have the power to concentrate from the
atmosphere matter that will write as a pencil on a
slate. This is but a drop of the vast ocean of truth,
which has been, and is, acting on the world in harmony
with the subtle laws controlling matter; even learned
savans know little of the modus operandi governing the
universal law of materialization.

I have seen particles of matter in which motion con-
centrated, and in a few seconds a human face appeared
in a room whore there was no medium. This was wit-
nessed by a number of persons who were sitting in an
adjoining room.

As your correspondent says, “1 would do well to
speak at length” upon materialization, I will throw out
a few thoughts upon this subject. 1 fully agree with
him when he says, “ | believe that physical manifesta-
tions are worthy of the most concise and thorough in-
vestigation." This | have been endeavoringto do for a
number of years, with many mediums, under conditions
of my own making. When we look abroad over the
world, and see in the three great kingdoms of nature, in
obedience to universal laws, how everything is working
steadily but surely to the accomplishment of grand
results, we behold3be wisdom of the great Architect of
the physical universe displayed whenever we turn our
eye and thongTits upon his works, to say nothing of the
history giydn by the “ testimony of the rocks,” and the
demonstration.of geology as to the formation of our
earth, in obedience to these laws requiring unknown
ages to accomplish the grand results that we find in
every part of the world. Let us look at the vegetable
and animal kingdom as illustrating the principle of
matenahzation continually before our eyes in perfection.
See the sturdy oak that has stood the storms far more
thanacentury—where did it come from? Whence did
it originate r Its spirit was in the acorn ; its germ life
was there hidden, but brought forth by the soil, and
nourished by its concentration of atoms from the atmos-
phere, we have materialisation on agrand scale, from
year to ye«-, gathering more matter and furnishing
thousands of acorns with life-germs for as many more
trees like the parent.

Look at the ten or twelve seeds in an apple—plant
them, and perhaps each one will produce a new variety
of fruit, with its peculiar characteristics. 1t grows as
other trees, through materialization from the atmos-
phere of matter. Every leaf has a germ life precisely
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like its parent, which, when budded into another kind,
will bring forth just the same fruit of the parent
stock, with seeds to bring forth endless varieties ef
apples, all harmoniously at work by the law of materiali-
zation. So with the numerous varieties of roses planted
in the same soil,—each gathers from the atmosphere its
peculiar color and fragrance by the same law; a bud
taken from one kind and inserted in another kind,
grows, maintaining its own peculiarities, so that from
one truth, you may by the process of budding, have a
bouquet of all the roses in the garden, each maintaining
its own peculiarities though growing on the same stock,
and nourished by the same sap, yet each gathers from
the atmosphere that which constitutes its own peculiar
tint and fragrance.

When we look into the animal kingdom, we behold
the same law of materialization in operation from the
smallest to the largest animal. It is with humanity,
however, that we have the deepestinterest in illustrating
this universal principle.  However erroneous the com-
monly received account of the origin of man, as given
in Genesis may be, there is the most important truth
stated there, that “ God breathed into man the breath
of life, and he became a living soul.”  Spirit is the
basic principle of humanity; it is the real being
covered, so to speak, by matter, in which it grows and
developes during its earth life, and what is ciUled death
throws it off, or to quote the language of 8olomon
speaking of this change “ Then shall the dust return to
the earth, but the spirit to God who gave it.”

A very important question rises right here—one that
was asked me publicly at the grove meeting near
Cleveland, Ohio, a few weeks since—When does life
begin? Our answer was, aAt conception.” | am
aware that there is a large class of intellectual people
who argue that if life ever had a beginning, it will have
an ending. At first this looks reasonable from a
materialistic stand-point, but not from spiritual one. It
is true, we know but little of spirit—only it is that
which is permanent, the real, not made or controlled by
the laws of matter in materialization.

The best material agents to give us any idea of spirit,
is electricity and magnetism, and yet how little do we
know of the subtile laws which govern in this realm.
If, however, | had to arguo with the materialist, as from
his stand-point, I would assume that electricity and
magnetism had been in existence from eternity, and that
man’s immortal partwas individualized from them as
something of a kindred nature, which could never die
and was not subject to the laws pertaining to matter
on this planeor in the Spirit-world. But wo are not
now noticing man's real self, but simply his clothing.
This has been made to him by the concentrating of
particles of matter, taking on and throwing off con-
tinually through his whole earth life. He is a
materialized spirit, and at the change called death he is
dematerialjzed.

I't will be clearly seen that matter is the evanescent
fading, and changing, in all the kingdoms of nature!
Take the solid granite from the “ everlasting hills.”
Apply heat sufficiently thereto, and we form a liquid:
increase it and you generate gas or thin air, and so
wrth metals, and everything above the earth heated
sufficiently will decompose, or cause a return to the
original dements, and again be reconstructed in other
bodies. What requires years to accomplish by natural
laws, by the process of growth, may be effected, tem-
porarily m a very short time, as facta fully demonstrate
in sacred and profane history. The laws governing
these temporarily organizations, are not understood by
mortals. | have consulted spirits in regard to them,
and they say it is a “ spiritual chemistry,” so to speak «
that they have in the Spirit-world the power, and take
the matter of which these materializations are com.
posed from several sources: Firstand mainly from the
medium, whom they usually entrance, and then the
quickest and best manifestations occur, hence they have
often the features of the medium. Second, from the
parties present who may be mediumistic and from whom
they draw, and from the atmosphere which contains the
BMtide. of matterthat are being con.tentl; thrown off
from tne bodies of ereiyone present at the seance. The



THE HABBINGER OF LIGHT.

rapiditr with which this work is done, is truly wonder-
ful and would be incredible if we had not witnessed it
hundreds of times under conditions which render decep-
tion utterly impossible.

I hare had in my library the medium tied securely
and dressed m dark clothing, examined by a committee
of ladies, who declared she had nothing out of which any
deception could be practised. | have had the most
scientific physicians examine her, and pronounce her to
be in a cataleptic state, incapable ot performing any
voluntary action, and yet in an almost inconceivably
short time, persons draped in white, two, and sonfetimes
three, at a time, while the medium was apparently dead
behind the curtain hung up in the corner of a brick
room, would walk out in the presence of from ten to
fifty persons. | cannot account for these materializa-
tions, but the facts are as well attested as any other
facte of which the senses take cognizance.

Dematerializations occur with the same rapidity.
These occur often when the forms are several feet from
the cabinet, passing apparently down through the floor,
and sometimes when a circle of mortals has been made
around a form, it has gone down out of sight, in some
instances when the same has been in another room from
thirty to forty feet from the medium. Manifestations
similar to these occurred with Jesus, and they have been
received as true by the churches in all ages. He ap-
peared in the room when thedoor was shut,and vanished
outof sight when they sat at the table, after having
asked a blessing upon the food of which they were about
to partake.

I had not thought of writing half so much in comply-
ing with your correspondent’s request.  The subject is
inexhaustible. I must close by one fact: The resurrec-
tion and materialization ofJesus is the foundation upon
which the whole Christian superstructure has been
reared. Nt is the greatphenomenal fact that first con-
vinced his disciples and followers of the spiritual nature
of the kingdom he came to establish. He was seen at
one time by more than five hundred who were witnesses
to the people of that day and generation.

So it is with the materialization of this age. It is
the keystone of the spiritual arch, which brings to the
senses not only ocular, but tangible demonstration of
the truth of the return of those who have passed from
mortal sight through what we call death. They return
temporarily clad, as in earth life, for the purpose of
driving the last vestige of materialistic infidelity from
the earth. 1t is accomplishing this as rapidly, perhaps
as it should be done. Many of the most intellectual
giants of that school in Europe, are investigating, and
some have already given their adherence to this
glorious truth of the nineteenth century, that there is
no death, but a birth to a higher life of immortality for
the whole human family.

Augusta. Ark, Oct. 13tb, 1879.

PERFECTION.

" Rise, human soul f arise and fly
Theruling fawn, the sensual feast;
More upward, working out the beast,
And let the wolf and tigerdie.”
Tenntsom.

If reviewing the past history of the race which ob-
servers of tne times have compiled for our learning, we
see what rapid advances, notwithstanding the unpro-
gressive tendency of the times in which the embodi-
ment of original thought dwelt, have been made. The
varied sciences which have enrapt the attention of man
have disclosed some most peculiar forces, which have
astounded'Us and set us thinking; dwelling upon them
we have inferentially concluded that an intelligent
principle works in all, and impels, as it were, the
forces of being to act and do. The agentofits will
mankind—the king of creation, and bis destiny is
perfection.” Mundane matters absorb his interest,
and to acertain extent obtrude bis glorious destiny,
but far beyond his physical gaze lies that incorruptible,
imperishable destiny, “ perfection.” It is not obtain-
m tbl8 m“ nlk ne *Pnere, but in the more congenial
philosophy which is dawningon our earth we are taught
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that every human aoul dull, sooner or later, as it wille
it, obtain that end. “ Be ye aleo perfect,” said the
Great Teacher; but who will deny that it takes ages to
practically carry out the injunction. Have we not a
base nature as well as a pureone? Baser passions as
purer ones? Is not every facility afforded us to gratify
every naasion in the human breast? As we gate ;round
us and dwell on the varieties of existence—the peculiar
phases of life—we are at a loss to distinguish by the
outward appearance whether the germs of perfection
dwell secure within the breast, but they do. None are
absolutely perfect; none are wholly imperfect. Close
contact with creatures of circumstances, every-day
experience with creatures of impulse, reveal some mar-
vellous phenomena. Nevertheless, the moral law har-
momses with out better selves, and hastens us onwanl
to attain that which we shall not seek in vain—great
glorious “ Perfection.”

Then again, we hayo social forces which impel us on-
ward; those irresistible impulses of higher experience
into which at times we are transported only to be thrust
back into the sterner realities of earthly existence, but
which we look upon as a foretaste of that better exist-
ence which we claim for every member of the human
family. We have these which keep us alive to the
necessity of obeying the forerunner of perfection, the
moral law.

Do we believe that the impulses of our better nature
will fructify within the soul when every counter impulse
will have vanished before the refining process of purer
action ? If so, by obeying the better instincts of our
nature, wo are mostsurely hastening on to “ perfection.”
The combinationof the moral and the physical law har-
moniously working will surely tend to make us perfect.
W e will yet be placed in a sphere wherein will be given
every facility for the nobler action of our better selves.
We will relegate hate, malice, revenge, war, rapine,
murder, avarice, and licentiousness to their place in the
obliterated past. The sphere of action looming in the
distance is that in which man will work for the good of
his brother man; the strong will help the weak; the
perfect, the imperfect. No social Pharaseeism looks
askance at the imperfections of the struggling soul; no
severe eye casts its withering glance at the falls made in
the endeavour to do right according to the means
adopted; but all hasteningon to perfection, carrying
out the injunction of the soul. Who will dare exclude
any momber of the human race from the privilege of
advancement? s itours to give?

Civilisation and perfection go hand-in-hand, the one
the agent of the other: the one the motive-power,
the' other the desideratum. The stage, the pulpit, tho
press, and the platform may be looked upon as neces-
sary and indispensable adjuncts of civilisation, each
having its particular duty to perform, and in the ab-
stract illustrating the moral law, the dutv imposed upon
each, and helping to attain the one ena—working out
the beast and making man the one being on earth who
)shall have control over all the forces of nature, fitting
his mind to dwell eternally in an indestructible casket,
wherein he shall develop the innate qualities of his
whole beiDg by obeying the injunction, Come up higher.

EMMA.

Mb. Sergeant Cox, President of tho Psychological
Society of Great Britain, passed away rather suddenly
on the 24th of November last. The learned sergeant
has devoted many years to the study of Psychological
and Spiritual phenomena, and endeavoured ineffectually
to account for them by the theory of the Psychic force
ofthe embodied spirit—his two works on the “Mechan-
ism of man” and the Mechanism in action," are
deeply interesting and instructive.

From “ Spiritual Notes” and other paper* we find
that Mr. Thomas Walker has been lecturing, success-
fully at Newcastle and Glasgow, and was to lecture in
London in February prior to his departure for America.
K¢ Walker'd Bray T the thited staw@b i3 Mot Wially to

I be a lengthyone, as heintends to reach Australia befc
|the end of the present year.
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THE PRESENT CONDITION AND OUTLOOK
OF THE RELIGIOUS WORLD.

By J. Tyebwan.

AXx the present day religion is occupying the attention
and stirring the thoughts of the people to an-oxtent
that has not been witnessed for a long time past/ Before
the Reformation but little real.interest was feltin the
subject. Enfeebling formality pervaded Christendom ;
wide-spread corruption attacked the very vitals of the
Church ; and the final extinction of religion, except its
name, seemed by no means an impossible event. But
that great movement in which Luther, Calvin, Cranmer
and others took such an active and prominent part,
broke up that monotonous formalism, arrested the
moral deterioration that threatened such fearful results,
and created an interest in religious and theological
questions that had never been felt before. But that
interest gradually waned, and a state of comparative
stagnation and indifference supervened. Latterly, how-
ever, a marked change has come over the scene. There
has been a general revival of popularinterestin religious
matters.  Questions supposed to have been finally
settled have been reopened and discussed with un-
wonted keenness and vigour. The churches have dis-
played an activity and zeal quito unusual to them, and
apparently as much the offspring of alarm and appre-
hension as of a consciousness of truth and right. And
as for the enemies of the churches they havo never
appeared in such numbers, nor displayed such undis-
guised and determined hostility, ana such evident con-
fidence in the ultimate triumph of their principles, as
during the lastfewyears. Indeed the increased earnest-
ness and efforts of the churches seem to be due more to
the bold and aggressive attitude of their opponents than
to any deepened conviction of the truth of their system
and of its importance to the world at large. Nor is
this general and growing interest in religion to be won-
dered at. Scientific problems, political questions, and
social movements have their attraction and command a
considerable share of attention ; but they only concern
the present life, and are consequently but of temporary
interest; while man's deepest welfare, both in time and
to all eternity, is supposed to be bound up in religion.

What is the present condition and outlook of the
religious world, and especially of that part of it com-
prised in Christendom P Can it be said to be satisfac-
tory when viewed from an orthodox stand-point? Is it
such as to justify the pretensions of Christianity, such
as might reasonably have been expected if these preten-
sions had been well founded P We may fairly—nay the
interests of truth bind us to—try Christianity by a
higher standard and stricter rules than we should apply
to any other religion. If it were admittedly of human
creation and development; and if its acceptance or
rejection were simply a matter of individual concern,
and did not involve any serious consequences, as the
orthodox suppose js -the case with other religions, we
should make dueallowance for imperfection in its prin-
ciples and for/failttre in its effects. But it cannot
fairly expect.pis consideration at our hands. It claims
to be of Diyihe origin and authority, and to be the only
religion ofwhicb this can be justly affirmed: it pro-
poses to have clear and conclusive evidence of this; it
pretends to be the only systemon earth that can satisfy
the spiritual requirements of mankind ; it exalts itself
above all other religions, and looks upon them with pity
and contempt; it boasts that its mission is to regenerate
and save the world, and declares its thorough compe-
tency for that task; and it demands the unconditional
surrender of man’s intellect and conscience to its
authority, and his unquestioning acceptance of all its
teachings, on pain 'of everlasting perdition. Such, in
brief, are its extraordinary claims and pretensions. It
thus places itself in a unique position before the world,
and challenges exceptional tests in judging of its
merits. Has its history been consistent with its arro-
gant claimsP Does the present condition of those
countries in which it is the dominant religionjustify ils
boasted pretensionsP | say deliberately ana emphati-
cally, nof On thecontrary, the history of this religion,
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and the present condition of those countries it has so
long swayed, are the most triumphant refutation of its
claims and pretensions that its enemies could have.
Just let us ask a few plain questions in the light of its
claims, and see what answer the logic of facts will
compel us to give.

Has itended war and established peace among the
different nations that profess it, on a sure and perma-
nent basis? Its alleged founder is worshipped as the
Prince of Peace. Part of its mission is said to be to
establish universal peace, by eradicating those passions
and customs which give rise to war,and implanting such
principles as would render that scourge impossible.
And signally as it might have failed in other respects,
if it had succeeded in this it would have been entitled
to great credit; but this part of its mission has yet to
be fulfilled. Those nations that have professed it have
been guilty of the most dreadful and desolating wars
that have ever taken place. Under its very banner, and
pleading it in justification of the act, men who ought to
have regarded each other as brothers, have gone forth
and slain each other by thousands. And at the present
day do not the rulers, and the vast majority of the
people of the nations of Christendom, profess this
religion? And yet England, France, Germany,
Austria, Italy, and Russia are so little imbued
with the principles of mutual justice, confidence, and
good-will, that they are armed to the teeth, and would
plunge into that system of wholesale murder called war
at any moment, if certain provocation were given.
Nations thus professing a religion declared to be pre-
eminently one of peace, aro groaning under naval and
military systems that are a standing menace to peace,
and may destroy it once more at any moment. Surely
there must be something radically wrong with that
religion which has had the moulding and controlling of
those nations so many centuries, and yet has utterly
failed to remove from their midst such a reproach to
religion, and such a barrier to civilisation as war, and to
unite them together in the bonds of an honourable and
lasting peace. That war will come to an end, that the
spotless flag of permanent peace will one day wave
over the whole world, I verily believe ; but this will not
be due to sectarian Christianity so much as to other
principles in which it only has a stolen or borrowed
interest.

Closely allied to the question just answered is another
one: Has Christianity secured that unity and brother-
hood among men which it claims to be alone capable of
producing? It certainly has not secured political unity
and peace between the different nations tnat profess it.
Has it received this blessing in religious, social, and civil
matters ? Facts again compel me to return a negative
answer. It is claimed for it that it has but one God,
one Saviour, one Holy Ghost, purifying and guiding all
its votaries; one system of revealed truth, one code of
moral and religious duty, one way to heaven, and one
eternal home for all its finally faithful subjects. And
accordingly we should expect to find all who profess it
at least united among themselves, and manifesting a real
brotherly spirit towards each other, whatever attitude
they might assume towards those outside their ranks.
But, alas for the reality! No religion ever divided its
professow into so many rival sects, nor had such bitter
antagonisms as Christianity has done; and at the pre-
sent day it may be fearlessly asserted that it is the
greatest hindrance to the practical exemplification of
the doctrine of human brotherhood that exists in
Christendom. Those who wish to promote that union
and botherbood on the basis of a few simple but uni-
versal principles, and irrespectiveof creeds and nation-
alities, find themselves confronted at every turn by this
narrow, exclusive, intolerant system, in one or other of
the many forms it has assumed. And only in propor-
tion as its cramping and sectarianising influence is des-
troyed will that desirable state of things be realised-
There is first of all the Roman Catholic Church; the
largest and in some places the most powerful of the
Christian sects. It is well known what a merciful and
brotherly spirit it has ever shown towards those outside
its pale; what endearing names it applies to them, and
how benevolently it consigns them, body and soul, to a
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certain doom beyond the grave. It can boaat of having
kept Christendom tolerably united for a few centuries ;
but the union of Popery’s palmy days was not founded
on an enlightened appreciation of individual rights, and
a due regard for the rights of others. It was the result
of force and fraud, and all the power the Church was
able to wield could not preserve it. When we come to
the Protestant side of Christendom we find almost innu-
merable sects, with their rival claims, conflicting creeds,
and opposing agencies, each more or less jealous of all
the rest, and striving to outdo them, and all animated
with deadly hatred of tho Catholic Church, which they
denounce as an embodiment of all that is false and bad.
Even the largest sect on the Protestant side—the
Church of England— is split into two sections: the
Evangelicals, and Bitualists, each anathematising and
virtually excommunicating the others, while all are
Klged to and paid for teaching the same doctrines.

e, there is some approach to union just now between
the Catholics and some Protestants in these colonies on
the Education question. But their virtual hand-
shaking over that question is a delusive sham, if not a
consciously hypocritical farce. The complimentary and
almost paternal terms on which Archbisnop Gould and
Bishop Moorhouse of Melbourne, and Archbishop
Vaughan and Bishop Barker of Sydney, with certain
of their satellites, speak of each other, must sound
hollow and ominous to all who know in what theological
light those opposite parties view each other. To lovers
of honour and consistency it has been a melancholy
spectacle to see the heads of the two leading Christian
sects practically ignoring the traditional policy of their
respective churches, and trampling under foot the
essential doctrines that have so long separated them,
for the purposo of defeating a public measuro which
evidently commends itself to the people. And this will
be the more so when it is realised that however plausible
the object may appear for which they are trying to
combine their forces, tho real effect will be, not to pro-
mote that unity and brotherhood among the people of
these colonies so much to be desired, but to intensify
that religious animosity, and perpetuate those sectarian
divisions that have so long cursed the world.

Christianity, then, has divided its own professed
believers into a number of antagonistic sects instead of
uniting them together in brotherly love and genuine
good-will. As to those who have rejected its claims,
those whom it has branded as infidels, it is well known
how it has treated them when it had them in its power,
and with what an intolerant and slanderous spirit it still
pursues them in many placos. Instead of attracting
them towards itself, its attitude has ever been such as
to repel them, and to strengthen their convictions as to
the false position itoccupies and the injurious influence
it wields in the world. And in having thus divided
rather than united tho people among whom it has so
long reigned supreme, it has furnished another irresis-
tible argument against its vaunted pretensions. Sec-
tarian Christianity never can unite mankind together in
the bonds of common brotherhood, simply because it is
sectarian ; and, therefore, if the happy time ever comes
when the doctrine of human brotherhood meets with
universal recognition, and-its legitimate fruits are
enjoyed by all nations and communities, it will not have
been brought about by that system, and tho sooner it
abandons its dream of universal empire the better.

(To be continued.)

The Banner of Light, of November 22nd, publishes
*n extenso a lecture on Spiritualism, delivered at Ade-
laide, S. A., on January last, by Mr. L. E. Harcus.

T he American Spiritual newspapers by tho last mail
teem with interesting matter. In the Banner of Light,
Mrs. Brigham's and Mr. Colville’s lectures, and Dr.
Brittan's article on Spiritualism and the Greek Church,
areexcellent,and inthe BeligioPhilotophical Journal, Dr.
Peebles and Hudson Tuttle's letters, A. J. Davis's letter
and lecture, are full of interest; the “ Voice of Angels”
and “ Mind and Matter” coutain many good things,
whilst Mrs. Bichmond'’s lectures in the Spiritual Record
areworthmore than its cost.
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EXTRAOBDINABY MANIFESTATIONS IN

LONDON.

PBODUCTION OF WAX FACE MOULDS BT 8PIBITS.

*Yur. Medium and Daybreak for November 14th is an
illustrated number, having for a froutiapieeo two well-

of wai "f“» mould»," obtained bv
Mr. William Oxley, of Manchester, whone recent eerie»
of article, on the “ Pyramid» of Egypt" have attracted
much attention. The circumstantial account of the
moulding of the«e face», a» given by Mr. Oxley, is
deeply interesting, and the result is decidedly tile most
satisfactory one ever obtained in this phase of Spiritual-
istic phenomona.

Tho seances were held in tho afternoon with a suf-
ficient amountof light to enable the sitters to see clealy
the spirit forms which in some instances gradually
dematerialiscd and melted away before their eyes. The
forms dipped their faces alternately into the melted wax
and cold water until the masks were sufficiently thick,
and then removing them laid them before Mr. Oxley,
and disappeared. The masks had no air holes at the
nostrils or mouth, thereby demonstrating that tho forms
were not human. Mr. Oxley’'s narrative is extremely
interesting, and with his reflections upon it will form a
valuable chapter to the extensive and rapidly accumulat-
ing evidences of modern spiritual manifestations,

PSYCHOLOGY: FOUNDED ON THE FACT OF
MESMEBISM, CLAIBVOYANCE, AND
SPIBITUALISM.*

In our December number we gave a long report (from
tho Ovens and Murray Advertiser), of Dr. Mueller's
lecture, which is now before us in a pamphlet form.
The report though fair and truthful, and indeed compli-
mentary to the doctor’s ability, was from its brevity
little more than a synopsis of the lecture, which after
perusal we consider a veritable multum in parvo of logic,
philosophy, and ovidence, to demonstrate the existence
of the human soul, or spirit, as a distinct entity, mani-
festing itself through matter, but superior to it. Com-
mencing by demonstrating its discrete action, he traces
its manifestations from the lowest physical expression
through Mesmerism and Clairvoyance to the highest
condition of ecstatic trance. There is scarcelya branch
of the subject treated upon butwhat the doctor has had
some experience in himself,and his own experiments are
backed up by corresponding results obtained by other
living witnesses, many of whom occupy prominent posi-
tions in the scientific world. Tho lecture is not only
interesting to those familiar with the subject treated
upon, but an admirable pamphlot to put into the hands
of the intelligent and thoughtful who as yet are un-
familiar with Psychology.

The Spiritual Record. By the California Mail we are
inreceipt of copies of the above paper, which is tho organ
of thofirst societyof Spiritualists at Chicago. It is pub-
lished»weekly, and every number containsone of Mrs.
CoraTiichmond's Inspirational discourses; blbo, answers
to questions giveu by thespirit“ Ouina” which are both
interesting and instructive. We shall make arrangements
for asupply of this paper in order that the many admirers
of Mrs. Richmond in Victoria may have the opportunity
of participating in her most recent inspirations.

“ Mind and Matteb,” (Philadelphia),for November
29th last, contains a fine portrait and brief biographical
sketch of J. V. Mansfield, the wonderful medium for
obtaining answers to sealed letters, to whom attention
was called in our last issue. Dr. Mansfield is one of
the most reliable mediums living, and in his particular
phase hasno compeer.

W e are glad to observe that the Bov. Thos. Colley,
who so boldly identified himself with Spiritualism not
long since, has been appointed Archdeacon of Natal
and Dean of Maritzburg under Bishop Colenso.

= PrschologT, founded upon the facts of Mesmerism, Clairvoy-
ance, and Spiritualism, by A. Mueller, M.D. Melbourne, W. H.

Terry. 1880.
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A CORRECTION.

TO -THE EDITOR OF THE “ HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
My dear Sir,—I hasten to correct anerror ja my letter
published in the Harbinger on the 1st inet., where it
reads— “ | have the foot-moulds," etc.; it should read—
“1 have teen the foot-moulds," and have examined them
very minutely.” Kindly correct this in your next issue,
and oblige yours fraternally,

Townsville, January 19th, 1880. E. SHAW.

A dvertinem entB .

80OMKR8KT HOUSE

40 LYGON STREET, CARLTON.
JAMES HUTCHENS.

Bread & Biscuit Baker,
and Caterer.

Families, Private Parties, Tea Meetings, Picnics, BallsAc. supplied;
Wedding, Birthday, Christening Cakes, icc., always on hand
or made to order.

Brown,Lime& Milk Bread,highlyrecommended
Bread Delivered in Town and Suburbs.

PSYCHO-MESMERIC HEALING.

MBS. WEB 23R ,
Spiritual Mesmeric, Healing and Diagnosing Medium.
The most inveterate diseases cured. Immediate relief
and speody cure in all cases of Acute Inflamation, In-
ernal Gatherings, etc.
83 GORE STREET, FITZROY.

Hours from Il tiln 2.

"FREETHOUGHT?”
A MONTHLY JOURNAL
DETOXED TO

SPIRITUALISM MESMERISM CLAIRVOYANCE
AND
OCCULT SCIENCES.

Pastrycook, Confectioner

PUBLISHED ON THE 15th OF EAOE MONTH,
Beginning with the 15th February 1880.

Price, 9d. per copy ; or, Subscription, 6s. per annum, in
advance; or, 7s. 6d., if booked.
E. CYRIL HAVILAND
EDITOR & PROPRIETOR.

NoO. 1 Little George St., Sydney.

The name “ Fbeetbouoht” has been chosen as being
a word under which a wide margin may be allowed for
discussion.

Papers have been promised by eminent men against
Spiritualism, tjc.-, and well-known writers will argue in
favour of it, so that the subject will be well ventilated.

Well authenticated phenomena will find a place in its

Thbe latest and beat instructions as regards
m lg of seances, mesmerism, Sc., will be given.

Notices of public mediums and speakers arrived or to
arrive in the Colony” with reports of their doings, will
be published, and everything will be done to make
" Freethought'" a vehicle for thought in its freest
sense. /

It is intended to establish a high-class journal, and
those coirespondente or contributors who attach their
proper names for publication, will have a preference in
Its pages.

AGENT FOR VICTORIA: W. H. TERRY

TO FRIENDS OF SPIRITUALISM.

Ten excellent pamphlets for distribution will be sent by
port on receipt of sixpence to pay postage. W Il
TERRY, 84 Bussell-street.

SEED! 8EEDU SEED!!!

One Hundred Tracts, Pamphlets, and Papers on
Spiritualism and Freethought subjects sent to any part
oi Victoria for 5/. 600 for2

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.
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SPIRITUALISTIC & FREETHOUGHT PAPERS.

The Medium, London (Weekly), 12/6 per annum.

The Spiritualist ,,

Spiritual Notes, (Monthly) 4s.

The Banner of Light, the oldest American Spiritualistic and
Freethought paper, published weekly. Subscription, 22/6 per
annum.

The Religio-Philosophical Journal, a first-class Amorican Weekly
published at Chicago, U.8.A. Subscription, 22/6 per annum.

Shaker Manifesto, monthly, 8d.
iritual Record, Chicago, (Weekly), 12s.

Voiceof Angels, an interesting journal Edited by Spirits,
published fortnightly. 10s. per annum.
Copies of all the above available for subscription.

" The Lyceum Minaturc,” written by Members of the Melbourne

Progressive Lyceum. Price Sd. 3s. perannum.

POSTAGE EXTRA

W. H. TERRY, 84 Russell Street.

ANIMAL MAGNETISM.

X.BSX.XB KBONE,
Magnotisor and Medical Rubber. References to well-
known Medical Practitioners. May be consulted
AT MB. DAVY'S, CHEMIST,

104 Boubke-stkeet East.

M B .

NEW BOOKS, EX “ NAVESINK" "NELLIE

M'SLADE.”

and

Occultism, Spiritualism, Materialism ; Almira Kidd, 5f

Laws of Being, 5

Daisies: A Beautiful Book of Poems; Wm. Brunton,
cloth, tinted, gilt, 7/6.

Sprling Buds and Winter Blossoms; Jennie H. Foster,
716.

Man and His Relations; S. B. Brittan, new edition, 7/6.

Life and Its Forces: Health and Disease Correctly
Defined ; Dr. Porter, 51.

Spiritualism ; H. Kiddle, lato Superintendentof Schools.
New York, 7/6.
Youth’s Liberal Guide—for their Moral Culture and
Religious Enlightenment; Professor Kottinger, 7/6.
Champions of the Church: Their Crimes and Misde-
meanors; D. M. Bennett, 1 large vol., 15/.

The “ Pet” Cook-Book: Hints for Young Housekeepers.
over 100 Original Receipts, 1/3.

A Voice from the Pews, or a “ Tabernacle"

The True Basie, Colville, 6d.

Our Future Destiny, 6d.

Where was Jesus Baptised; M. B. Craven, 2d.

Review of the Deluge, 2d.

Origin of the Trinity, 2d.

Rational Review of Theology, 4d.

Philosophy of Immortality in Connection with Deity
and Worship; Craven, 4d.

Spiritualism as a Science,and Spiritualism as a Rellglon -
Cora L. V. Tappan, 4d. b

An Earnest Appeal for Medical Freedom, 4d.

How to Magnetise; J. V. Wilson, 1/6,

Scattered Leaves from the Summer Land : Youm* 3/9

Vital Magnetism, 1/6.

Gospel of Nature; Sherman and Lyon, 10/

What is the Bible? 5/.

The Influence of Christianity, 1/8.

Isis Unveiled: A Master-Key to the Mysteries of

Sermon, 21

Ancient and Modern 8cience and Religion: H. P.
Blavatsky, 2 large vols., 37/6.
Thos. Inman, illus-

Ancient Faiths and Modern;
trated, 25/.

Eleusinian and Bacchic Mysteries, 16/.

Essence of Christianity ; Feurbach, 4/6.

Fu-8ang, or the Discovery of America: by Chinese Budd-
hist Priests in the 8th Century, 8/6.

Also, the following fine Spiritual Engravings

“ The Dawning Light,” 20 x 24, 5/6.
‘“ Life's Morning and Evening," 10/6.

W. H. TERRY, 44, Bussell Street., Melbourne.
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THE AUSTRALIAN;

A Monthly Magazine, containingon an average 140 pages of reading matter-comprising

TALES, ESSAYS,
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES,
AUSTRALIAN HISTORY,

GEOLOGY, ASTRONOMY,

STORIES, POETRY,

And a general miscellaneous assortment of subjects calculated to suit the public taste.

“ THE AUSTRALIAN?”

Was first published in October, 1878, and has steadily increased in favour with all classes.

“THE AUSTRALIAN”

Is published in Sydney, N. S. Wales, on the 1st of every month, by

E- CYRIL HAVI LAND, Editor and Sole Proprietor,

“ Australian” Office: LITTLE GEORGE STREET,

SY 10 NEY,

From whom Specimen Copies may be had by Post, to any address,

FOR TWELVE PENNY STAMPS.

A perusal of any number will satisfy the reader of the good quality of the literary

pabulum supplied, which is contributed by the”~est writers in all the Colonies,

PRICE, ONE SHILLING PER COPY
oB

Twelve Shillings per Annum, by Post,
TO -AldLTY ADDRESS.

E. CYRIL HAVILAND, Publisher,
LITTLE GEORGE STREET,

SYDNEY
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STEWART ¢ CcCO., Photographers,

217 BOURKE STREET EAST, MELBOURNE.
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lee.

Country Agents:—
Oastlemaine—J. A James, Bookseller, Barker Street.

Sandhurst—Mr. J. Williams, 30 BenAon’'s Arcade.
Wagga Wagga—W. C. Hunter. 1
Sydney— Messrs Turner & Henderson, 16 Hunter St.
Adelaide— George Robertson.
Bamawartha— F. G. Eggleston.
Tasmania (N.W. Coast)W. B. & Oswin Button, Leven.
Hobart Town— R. McLean, Elizabeth Street.
Qulgong— Mr. Mark Smith.

Agents wantedfor all parts o fthe Colony.

PHOT

BATCHELDE

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Greatly Enlarged.

Four atudloi

CERTIFICATE OP AWARDED GOLD BRONZE MEDAL

Merit Medal, London Melbourne
1876. 1876. 1873.
W. MATTHEWS,

5 PIANOFORTE MAKER from Broadwood'’s, London
33 Clarendon-street Emerald Hill.
TUNING AND REPAIRING.

TO INVALIDS.
WINE, Well Matured and Old, for Medical Purposes.
I A very choice sample. Particulars—W. H. Terry.

A R T
AND CO.,

ARTISTS,

(0]

R

AND

(Established 1854),
Execute commissions in all styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address'
41 OO0OX .X.l UB B TB.EB T E A B X .

MESMERISM.—A Course of Lessons in this Science
O ing the pupil in all its Medical, as well as

mental Applications, by an operator of consider-
able experience, who held an appointment as Lecturer
on Mesmerism to a Scientific and Psychological Society
in England for some years. For further particulars,
address:—Dr. Williams, M.A., Punt Road, Richmond.

Country Students by Correspondence.

JUST PUBLISHED.

WHAT'S O'CLOCK, Modern Spiritual Manifestations
in accordance with Beason and Divine Bevelation.
Third Australian Edition, with preface and appendix,
64 pages, price Sixpence. The best book to put into
the hands of honest sceptics.

PSYCHOLOGY as founded on the facts of Mes-

merism, Clairvoyance and Spiritualism. By Dr.

Mueller.

W. H. TEBBY, 84 BUSSELL STREET.

SINGER SEWING MACHINE

SIN GEE'S SEWING MACHINES.
With Latest Improvements, including
TRIPLE ACTION BALANCE WHEEL,
For winding bobbins without running other parts of the
machine.

... SINGER HAND MACHINE, £4 15s.
SINGER TREADLE MACHINE, £6 10s.

Sixpence.

tachines worked by hand and foot.

The fluNGER MACHINES, having become so popular
in ;11 parts of the world, are now copied by a horde of
German and other imitators.

These German and other imitations are sold under
various names, and all are said tobe the BEST IN THE
WORLD, ACKNOWLEDGED B8UPEBIOB to all

OTHERS, UNRIVALLED, and so forth,
which are not only COPIES of the mechanical construc-
tion, but also of the Style op Castings, Decorations
and General Appearance 0fthe SINGER MACHINE.
Bur no Machine thathas not the words
“SINGER MANUFACTURING COMPANY”
on the top of the arm and on the brass label on the
.............. front of arm.

SINGER MACHINES

Maj be had on TIME-PAYMENT of 10s. cash,

and 2s. 6d. a Week.
Price Lists and Circulars free by post,
STANFORD CcCoO.,
Copper of Bourke and Russell Streets, Melbourne.
COLONIAL AGENTS POP THE SINGER COMPANY.

"THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”

THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND
FREE THOUGHT

Subscription, Town, 5/- per annum; Country, 5/6
Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/-
Subscriptions date from September to August, and are

payable in advance.

The “ Harbinger” may be obtained bound, 2 vols, in
one, at 12s. 6d.

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.

Objects:—The Investigation and Advancement
Spiritualistic Truths and Purposes.
Office & Beading-room, 84 Bussell-st.,, Melbourne.

Membership consists in enrolment and payment of
a Quarterly Subscription, the amount to be fixed bv
the enrolling member.

Advantages,— Free access to Library and Beading
Boom, Conversaziones, Debates & Experience meetings,
Books from Circulating Library, &c., and the privilege
of issuing admission tickets to friends.

ROBERT KINGSTON

op

(PROM MAKER BY
8ANGSTERS, APPOINTMENT
LONDON), THEINAFSTY

mé&r ella
26 IROIT.A.IL, -AiR/D-A-IDEL

Elgin Street, Oarltou.

ZtSTo.
08

Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth,
Zanilla, and Alpaca.

BOTANIC MEDICINES.

All kinds of Botanic Medicines, Keith's Organic
Preparations, Roots, Barks, Herbs, Tinctures, Fluid
Extracts and Saturates, English and American Im-
ported and on sale by W. H. Terry, <8*Russell Street.
Cough Balsam, Bronchitis and Still
very efficacious. New shipment ex

Medicines sent to any part of the pest or
otherwise, on receipt o f remittance.
Printed by B. PnrtonL Co., attheir Omoe, 10«
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forth« Pror)rietor, W. H. Terry, end published by him et M
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