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I n  a n  a r tic le  w h ich  ap p e a re d  in o u r  la s t  n u m b er, th e  

fo u n d e r  o f  th e  H a rm o n ia l P h ilo so p h y  e lu cid ates  a  cau se  

o f  m u ch  e r ro r , d isco rd , a n d  m isu n d erstan d in g  in th e  

w o rld , n am ely , th e  in ab ility  o f  m o st p eo p le  to  d is

c r im in a te  th e  p lan e from  w h ich  a  q u estion  arises, o r  to  

g u a g e  th e  ca p a c ity  o f  an  in dividu al to  th ro w  lig h t upon  

th o se  q u estion s w h ich  a r is e  from  th e  in te r io r  o r  sp iritu al 

n a tu r e . T h e  w isdom  o f  a  m an  is u su ally  estim ated  by 

h is k n ow led ge, and a  learn ed  m an  is  by th e  m asses  

d eem ed  a  w ise on e. T h is  ru le  o f  ju d g m e n t is a  m ost  

fallacio u s on e, fo r  th e r e  a re  u n fo rtu n a te ly  m an y learned  

fools in th e  w orld , m an y  m en who h av e  devoted  a life

tim e  to  th e  a cq u isitio n  o f  k n ow led ge, and position in th e  

scien tific  w o rld , w ho a r e  on ly  w ise in th e ir  ow n co n ceit, 

a n d  v e ry  f a r  from  b ein g  p h ilo so p h e rs ; w h ilst on  th e  

o th e r  h an d , th e r e  a r e  m an y m en a n d  w om en who, th ou g h  

th e y  h a v e  n o t  h ad  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  gain in g  b y  in stru c

tio n  m u ch  k n ow led ge beyond th a t  im p a rte d  a t  th e  

p rim a ry  sch o o ls  a n d  a cq u ire d  by th e ir  daily exp erien ces  

o f  th e  w o rld  a n d  its  a tt r i t io n s , h av e  th e  sp iritu al fa cu l

t ie s  so f a r  d evelop ed as  to  g iv e  th e m  a  w id er and  

b r o a d e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  p r in cip le s  o f  n a tu re  than  

th e  le a rn e d  sp e cia list. T h e  ad ag e  th a t  “ W isd o m  is 

g a in e d  b y  e x p e r ie n ce  ”  is o n ly  m easu rab ly  t r u e ; we 

g a in  w isd om  in sm all m a tte r s  c o n n e c te d  w ith ou r m a

te r ia l  life , b u t  th a t  b ro a d e r  w isdom  which re la te s  to  the  

m o re  p e rm a n e n t life o f  m an — th e  sp ir it— is to  a n  e x te n t  

b o rn  w ith  th e  in d iv id u al, a n d  develop es m ore o r  less 

ra p id ly  in  th is  w o rld  b y c ircu m sta n ce s  in w hich he is 

p la ce d , an d  th e  a c tio n  o f  his in te lle c t  a n d  w ill pow er. 

W is d o m  is  e s se n tia lly  a  q u a lity  o f th e  sp irit, a  coronal 

o f  th e  t r iu n e  p rin cip les  . o f  d eity — “ L o v e , W il l , and  

W is d o m ,”  an d  fin ite  m a n  ap p ro x im a te s  to  th e  “ Im ag e  

o f  G o d  ” in  a c co rd a n c e  w ith  th e  h arm on iou s develop 

m e n t o f  th e se  q u alities o r  p rin cip les  o f  his in te r io r

n a tu re . T h e  in sp iratio n al w rite r  o r  sp eak er lays dow n  

his prin ciples, vyith confid ence and precision  becau se he 

know s in tu itiv ely  th ey  a re  c o r re c t , b u t he w ill illu stra te  

th em , clo th e  th em  as  i t  w ere w ith  an in te lle ctu a l c o a t

ing, and su p p o rt th em  with reason and lo gic, to  m ake  

th em  com prehensib le to  th ose on  a m ore m aterial p lan e  

o f  th o u g h t. O n th e  o th e r h an d , th e  pu rely  in tellectu al 

sp eak er s ta r ts  from  a  m aterial s tan d p o in t, and builds his 

edifice up on  w h at he con sid ers a  su b stan tial basis, n o t  

reco gn isin g  a n y th in g  as s tab le  which is n o t cognisable  

by th e  m aterial senses. A t  b est it is b u t an  earthw ork, 

and th e  su p e rs tru c tu re  which tow ers in to  th e  heavens  

has to  be b u ilt up by th e  m en and w om en who recogn ise  

th e  sp iritu al, w hich is th e  tru ly  p erm an en t and im p erish 

ab le . F a r  be i t  from  us to  ignore th e  valu e o f  know 

led ge re la tin g  to  th e  m ateria l u n iv erse , o r  d iscou rag e  

th e  acqu isition  o f  i t ; i t  is useful even  from  a  m ateria l

is tic  p la n e ; b u t  w ithout a  rea lisa tio n  o f  th e  sp iritu al 

fo rces  behind and w ithin th e  m ateria l, i t  is v e ry  like  

s tu d y in g  a  n u t w ith o u t re fe re n ce  to  th e  k ern el, o r  a  

b o ttle  w ith o u t re fe re n ce  to  th e  w ine within it . P h y s i

ca l an d  sp iritu al scien co  a r e  m o re  in tim ately  co n n ected  

th an  is g en era lly  supposed. C au satio n  is  sp iritu al, 

h en ce i t  follow s th a t  none o f  th e  ad v an ced  scien ces can  

be th orou g h ly  u n d erstood  from  a  p u re ly  m aterial plane. 

A  tr u e  scien tific  tra in in g  in volves th e  con sen tan eo u s  

ed u catio n  and develop m en t o f  both th e  in te lle ctu a l aud  

sp iritu al q u alities o f  th e  individual, which will enab le  

him  to  view th e  o b je cts  o f  his s tu d y  in th e ir  e x te r io r  

a n d  in te rio r  asp ects , and tr a c e  w ith g r e a te r  facility  and  

precision  m ateria l effects  to  th e ir  m ore in te r io r  cau ses. 

T h e  sp iritu al scie n tis t is as  y e t  a  r a r a  homo, b u t  w e  

have in stan ces  a t  th e  p re s e n t tim e in J .  G . F ich te , o f  

G e r m a n y ; D rs . H itch m a n  and C ro o k es, o f  E n g la n d ; 

an d  P ro fe sso r B u ch a n a n , o f  A m erica . M a n y  o th e r  

nam es m ig h t be add ed as  d eservin g th e  ap p ellation , y e t  

th e y  a r e  b u t a  few  am o n g  th e  scien tific  m en  o f  th e  day. 

P sy ch o lo g y  is th e  co n n e ctin g  scien ce  b etw een  th e  in te l

le c tu a l an d  sp iritu al planes, a n d  its  s tu d y  w ill b rin g  to  

th e  m ateria lis tic  s tu d e n t a  kn ow ledge o f  fo rce s  p re 

viously u n re ccg n ise d  in h is  philosoph y— fo rces  s e c r e t  

and m y ste rio u s— and y e t  w ith in  th e  ra n g e  o f  th e  hu m an  

sp irit’s c a p a c ity , b y  d eterm in ed  e ffo rt to  g ra sp  and  

u tilise . A s  y e t  th e  know n s tu d en ts  in  th is  scien ce  a re
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b u t a  u n it in n u m b er, b u t  th e  re a d e rs  o f  th e ir  published  

research es  a re  m an y , a n d  th e ir  n eo p h y tes  a re  m u lti

plyin g. B y  th e ir  a id  th e  b lend ing o f  M a te r ia l  and  

Spiritual S cien ce  will be la rg e ly  au g m en ted , and in no  

d ista n t fu tu re  th o se  m arvellou s p sych olog ical facts  

w hich th e  p seu d o-scien tific  m en o f  th e  p re s e n t g en er-  

-n tio n  affect to  ig n o re  will be g en era lly  re co g n ise d  as 

n atu ra l re su lts  o f  law s h ith e rto  unknow n to  sc ie n ce , b u t  

now m ade m an ifest by philosophical in vestig ation .

R I G H T E O U S N E S S , H O W  T O  B E  O B T A I N E D .

A  C O M M U N I C A T I O N .

O n e ,  consid ered  to  be o f  g ro a t a u th o rity , is said to  have  
rem ark ed  : “ Seek y e  first th e  kingdom  o f  G od , an d  its  
rig h teo u sn ess ,"  th u s, co n n e ctin g  “ rig h te o u sn e ss"  in 
som e w ay w ith a  “ k in g d o m ." A n d  w e m ig h t ad d , th e  
kingdom  o f th e  m in d ; o r  in n er n a tu re  o f  m an ; n o t  
w ro u g h t th e re , b u t in h eren t as  th e  re su lt o f  th e  insep
arab le  con n ection  o f  th e  m ind and sp irit w ith th e  
In fin ite  O ne. W h e n , th erefo re , th e  qu estion  is a s k e d : 
H o w  is righ teou sn ess to  be ob tain ed ; o r , a  righ teou s  
s ta te  a tta in ed  P T h e  an sw er sim ply is  th is, th a t by th e  
d ev elop m en t o f  th o se  essen tial a ttrib u te s  which p erta in  
to  sp irit, th e  rig h teo u sn ess  will becom e a p p aren t, and  
th e  cond ition  sou g h t, be e n jo y e d ; like th e  lo n g  lo st  
bidden tre a su re , ov er which, w hen a  m an h a th  found, he 
re jo ice th  g re a tly , and calle th  his n eig h b o u rs to g e th e r  
th a t  th e y  m ay rejo ice  th e re in  also . R ig h teo u sn ess, is 
essen tia l to  th e  happiness o f  m an, b ecau se  i t  in d icates  
a n  o rd erly  life, ns well as  th e  e x e rcise  o f  a n  influence on 
o th e rs , w hich is  ca lcu la ted  to  m ak e th em  o rd e rly  and  
happy also . V iew ed in ev ery  w ay  in w hich y o u  m ay  
look a t  it, i t  is  a n  essen tial o f  m a n ’s ex is te n ce  th a t  he  
m ay be in h arm on y w ith his su rro u n d in g s ; and , also  
w ith his G od. H e n ce , i t  is well d en om in ated , th e  
rig h teo u sn ess  o f G o d 's  kingdom . N ow , i t  w ould be well 
w o rth  th e  tim e  sp en t on stu d yin g  th is  su b ject, i f  we 
can  a rriv e  a t  any concep tion , how ever fain t, which will 
enab le u s  to  reach  th e  con d ition , and a tta in  th e  ob ject  
m ore p erfectly . T h e re  is  th a t in its  a tta in m e n t which  
will b eau tify  o u r  n a tu re , and ca u se  th e  on goin g o f  ex is
te n ce  to  be frau g h t w ith a  ten fo ld  b lessin g. R ig h te o u s
n ess, th en , as applied to  life in an y  o f i ts  d ep artm en ts, 
signifies its  o rd erly  p ro g ress  and d ev elop m en t. W e  
h av e spok en o f  i t  as “ G o d ’s kingdom  ; "  and how tr u e  is 
th is . L o o k  arou n d  y o u  in n a t u r e ; dive in to  i ts  d eep est  
recesses  ; ascen d  up to  its  g r e a te s t  e lev ation s ; see  in all 
th in g s o f  e a rth  and heaven, and th e  v a s t u n iverse, th o se  
ch a ra cte ris tics  w hich go vern  m otion and g ro w th , and 
re g u la te  th e  v ast spaces and ob jects w hich fill t h e m ; to  
w h a t an  e x te n t  th is  o rd erly  p reced u re  prevails. T he  
g r e a te r  th e  triu m p h s o f  scien ce , and re se a rch  o f  all 
kinds, th e se  all ten d  to  th e  confirm ation  o f  th e  facts, 
th a t  th e  u n iv erse  in i ts  le a s t  o r  g r e a te s t  e lem en t, is 
go vern ed  by la w s ; n o t  e r a tic  o r  u n ce rta in  in th e ir  
o p era tio n , b u t re g u la r  and o rd erly , and c e rta in  in th e ir  
re su lt. G o d  is righ teou sn ess, in th is  re sp e ct, so fa r  as  
H e  can  b e  u n d erstood  from  th e  m an ifestatio n s o f  H is  
B e in g  revealed  to  m an . In d e e d , i t  is  th e  g r e a t  lead ing  
p rin cip le  o f H is  B e in g  as  w e can  d isco v er him , f o r  
w h erev er y o u  d iscover th e  evid en ce  o f  design , o r  cau se  
and effect, m anifestin g w isdom  and love in th e  d etail, 
th e r e  y o u  also ob serve, overshad ow ing th e  w hole, th a t  
ro b e  o f  rig h teo u sn ess  w hich proclaim s O b d e h ,  U s e  and  
H a p p i n e s s  ; th e  tr in ity  o f  e lem en ts  o f  w hich th e  In fin ite  
O n e is  com posed ; in  o th e r, w ords “  R ig h teo u sn ess.”  
N o w , i f  th is  b e  so , how  reaso n ab le  i t  is , th a t  w e should  
lo ok  fo r  a  sim ilar r e s u lt  in th e  p ra c tica l e x is te n ce  o f  m an. 
M a n , th e  G od-d eveloped id ea, th a n  w hich w e know  of 
n o  re v e a lm e n t m ak in g  H im  m an ifest to  g re a te r  p erfec
tio n  ;  th e  m irro r  in w hich D e ity  show s H i m s e l t ; and  
w h ereb y  H e  w ill show  H im se lf  to  th e  e x te rn a l co n 
sciousn ess o f  c re a tio n . O u r  o b je c t  th e n  is, t o  p o in t ou t, 
th a t  in th e  life o f  m an  us a  g ro w in g  a n d  developing

se rie s  o f fa c ts , th e re  o u g h t t o  be exh ib ited  th e  r ig h te o u s 
n e ss  w hich has i ts  fou n d ation  in  th e  In f in ite  s o u rc e  o f  
a ll th in g s. A n d , s in ce  m an is a  c r e a tu r e  who a tta in s  to  
su ch  re su lts  on  th e  ed u catio n al p rin cip le  ; in s tru ctio n , 
o r  kn ow ledge b y  w ay o f  in stru ctio n , is  n eed fu l t h a t  th is  
r e su lt  m ay b e  en joyed , and t h a t  h e  m ay  s ta n d  clo th ed  
a b o u t w ith th is  rob e o f  r ig h te o u sn e ss ; a  c r e a tu r e  o f  
o rd e r , u se  an d  happiness. L e t  i t  be d istin ctly  u n d e r
stood  th a t  th e  rig h teo u sn ess  o f  w h ich  w e sp eak , is  n o t  in 
a n y  w ay im p u ted  a s  th eo lo g ian s a r e  w o n t to  te a c h . A s  
w ell m ig h t y o u  sp eak  o f  life  b ein g  im p u ted  a s  to  say  
th a t  rig h teo u sn ess  w h ich  m an  re q u ire s  fo r  his h ap p in ess  
is  im p u ted . I t  m u st be s e lf  e v o lv e d ; w ro u g h t o u t by  
th e  daily lab ou r, and u se  o f  th e  fa cu ltie s  and p o w ers  
w hich m an  possesses. I  v e ry  m u ch  fear, t h a t  th e  m an  
who w alks a b o u t in  th e  e a r th  life, p ro u d  o f  his im p u ted  
righ teo u sn ess  a s  derived  from  ev en  a  b ein g  w hom  b e  ca lls  
th e  “ S on o f  G o d ,"  w ill find, w h en  he re a ch e s  th e  s p ir it  
w orld , th a t  his co n d itio n  w ill be v e ry  m u ch  like th e  ja c k 
daw  d ressed  in p e a co ck ’s fe a th e rs , w ho w as g a y  and  
festive , un til his assu m ed  q u ality  w as s trip p ed  from  off 
him . H is  rig h teo u sn ess  m u s t be t r u e  to  n a tu re . I t  
m u st be a  q u a lity  belonging to  th e  m an  h im self, som e
th in g  w h ich  he can  claim  a s  h is ow n a s  m u ch  as  th e  c o n 
sciou sn ess w h ich  m akes him  an  in d iv id u al u n it  in th e  
u n iverse ; a  s e lf  acq u ired  and a  s e lf  p o ssessed  t r e a s u r e ; 
th e  rig h teo u sn ess  o f  th e  in n e r  k in gd om  o f  th e  so u l, and  
w h ich  is th e  life  o f  G o d  in m an . N o w , how  w ill y o u  
re a ch  th is  co n d itio n ?  in w h at w a y  w ill y o u  acco m p lish  
th is o b je c t ?  I  will a id  y o u  in th e  a n sw e rin g  o f  th ese  
qu estion s, to  th e  e x te n t  o f  a  few  su g g e stio n s  ; b u t th e  
end m u st be w ro u g h t o u t  by y o u rse lf  in  v ir tu e  o f  th a t  
e n q u iry , ap plication, p e rsev era n ce  a n d  p e r s is t e n c y  w h ich  
should m ark  all in te llig e n t life . M a k e  en q u iry  
th en , in to  th e  law s w h ich  s ta n d  co n n e cte d  w ith  th e  
e x is te n ce  an d  g ro w th  o f  m an  in  his tw ofold  ca p a c ity  o f  
m a tte r  an d  sp irit. L a w s, w h ich  h av e  h ad to  do w ith  his

Ero g ress  s in ce  he, as  a  m on ad  o f  e x is te n ce , c e a se d  to  
e a n  ab so lu te  p a r t  o f  th e  In fin ite , s tru ck  off a n d  s e n t  

on  its  u n en d in g  p ilg rim ag e, th ro u g h  u n en d in g  fo rm s o f  
o u tw ard  d ev elop m en t, and th ro u g h  u n ce a sin g  ag e s  o f  
d u ratio n . H e r e  is  a  s tu d y  w h ich  w ill w ell b eco m e th e  
m ost g ia n t in te lle c t , lead in g  i t  in to  d e p a rtm e n ts  o f  life  
a n d  m otio n  u n th o u g h t of, u n til  reach ed  in th e  d ilig en t  
se a rch  o f a  faith fu l en q u iry  in to  su ch  im p o rta n t and  
essen tia l m a tte rs . I t  m ay be, h o w ever, th a t  a  m u ch  
lo w er sta n d a rd  w ill h av e  to  be tak en  ; and i f  in th e  
en q u iry  in to  th e  law s o f  b ein g , y o u  ca n  a tta in  to  th e  
sim p lest e lem en ts  o f  k n ow led ge w  h ich  h av e  to  d o w ith  
y o u r  p ro g ressiv e  e x is te n c e , th e n  y o u  will find sufficient 
g ro u n d  to  w o rk  up on in th e  re g u la tio n  o f  th o se  facu lties  
possessed, w h ich  will c o n s titu te  th e  h an d s to  o p en  th e  
d oors o f  y o u r  b ein g, th a t  th e r e  m ay  co m e  fo rth  th e  
b eau tifu l form  o f  r ig h te o u sn e ss , and w h ich  s h a ll crow n  
y o u r  e x is te n ce  w ith  a  tr u e  an d  solid  hap piness. T h e  
p ro secu tio n  o f  a  s tra ig h t  l ife  m ay  be s tra it , b u t i t  is n o t  
im possible. Y o u  m u st seek  a  k n ow led ge o f  th e  m ost  
sim ple law s w h ich  o p e ra te , th a t  y o u  m ay w alk  iu  h a r 
m ony th e r e w ith ; to  su ch  a u  e x te n t  d o e s  m an  
seem  to  h av e  been co n s titu te d  a  c r e a tu r e  o f  f r e e w i l l ; 
and w h en  th is  freew ill is r ig h tly  e d u ca te d  and  
delivered  fro m  in h e re n t ta in ts , th e n  i t  w ill b e  easy  
en o u gh  to  live th e  kind o f  life  w h ich  s h a ll rev eal  
r ig h te o u sn e ss . B u t  th e r e  m u st b e  com b in ed  w ith  th e  
en q u iry— a  c o n s ta n t life s tu d y — also , th e  a p p lica tio n , 
ca rr ie d  on w ith  th a t  fa ith fu l an d  p e rs is te n t d isch a rg e  o f  
re co g n ise d  d u ties , w h ich  w ill n o t  y ie ld  to  a n y  in d u ce 
m en ts  to  d ev ia te  from  th e  s t r i c t  lin e  o f  r i g h t ; b u t follow  
i t  o u t  th ro u g h  all i ts  ram ificatio n s to  th e  c e r ta in  en d  ; 
an d , in  w hich, w ill b e  rea lized  a ll th o se  u se s  o f  life  
beneficial to  o th e rs , a n d  en n ob lin g  t o  s e l f ;  th e  g ra n d  
clim a x  w h ich  th e  h ig h e s t in te llig en ces  in th e  h ig h e s t  
sp h eres  e v e r  co n tem p late , w hile th e y  u r g e  th e ir  w ay on  
ov er th e  p ath w ay  o f  life , in  o b ed ien ce to  th e  in s tin c ts  o f  
th e ir  n a tu re , a n d  w ith  a  d esire  to  b e  R ig h te o u s  a s  H e  is  
rig h te o u s. A n d  w h at m o re  c a n  I  say  to  y o u  
o f  a  l o n e r  sp h e re , th a n  th is  : G o  th o u  a n d  d o
likew ise.

M A B N I A 8  M E T I .

H .  J .  B .
M elb o u rn e , O ctober, 1 8 7 9 .
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C n  C o m s p n k n t s .

C om m un ications f o r  in sertio n  in  th is  J o u r n a l  sh o u ld  i e  

■plainly w ritten , a n d  as co n cise  as possible.

O U R  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .

TO TIIE EDITOR OF THE “  HARBINGER OF LIGHT.” 

S i r ,— Y o u r  lead in g  a r tic le s  a r e  so  ab ly , te rse ly  and  
in offen sively w ritte n , th a t  n o one c a n  re a d  th em  w ithout 
p le a su re  a n d  in stru ctio n , th e re fo re , i t  is  a  p ity  for th e  
a d v a n ce m e n t o f  y o u r  ca u se  th a t  y o u  ad m it le tte rs , w ith
o u t co rrectio n , w h ich  a r e  w orded w ith  v e ry  s tro n g  
la n g u a g e , an d  a r e  th u s  m ad e u n in vitin g , for th e y  drive  
th e  p a p e r  fro m  th o se  c irc le s  m o st in flu en tial fo r  its  c ir
cu la tio n  a n d  g o o d . L e t  su ch  w rite rs  re a d  “ S p irit  
I d e n t i ty ,”  b y  M .A ., O x o n , and th e y  will feel how  m uch  
m o re  effectiv e and a tt ra c tiv e , e a rn e s t, so b er lan gu ag e is, 
th a n  th a t  w h ich  is  v iolen t a n d  v u lg ar. E v en  u n ed u cated  
peo p le don’t  like to  se e  su ch  in p r in t o r  to  h e a r i t  from  
a  p la tfo rm , a lth o u g h  th e y  m ay laugh a t  th e  tim e.

A  W E L L  W I S H E R  A N D  S U B S C R I B E R .

[Amongst our rearters ami correspondents are many classes of 
minds, most of them truthscekers, but seeking for it  on various 
planes. They express th eir ideas in their own language and we give 
them as much latitude ns possible, excluding only that which is 
porsonal or immoral. Our own sentiments must be judged of from 
our editorials and the extracts we insert. Those who differ from the 
opinions expressed by correspondents, or object to their style, can 
have space to pointout th eir defects, and if  this is done in a proper 
spirit, th e tone and quality of the correspondence will be elevated, 
by which, n ot only the individuals concerned, but the community 
will be benefitted. The “ Hubble W aller" uses coarser tools than 
th e sculptor, y e t his work is  useful.—E d . I I .  o f  /, ]

S P I R I T U A L I S M  F R O M  A  R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  

S T A N D P O IN T .

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.” 
S i r ,— I  seD d y o u  e x t r a c t  from  th e  Cooma E x p r e s s  o f  th e  
8 th  in st ., co n ta in in g  a  re p o r t  o f  a  le c tu re  on  S p iritu alism , 
by th e  R e v . F a t h e r  S la tte r y , o f  C oom a, N . S . W .

T h e  le c tu re r  h as m ad e se v e ra l g ro s s  e rro rs , and w ill 
do w ell to  p e ru se  a n  e le m e n ta ry  w ork  o r  tw o on  
S p iritu alism . H e  erro n e o u sly  confou nd s S p iritism  
w ith  S p ir i t u a lis m ;  a s se r tin g  th a t  S p iritism  is w h at all 
b eliev ers  in sp irit-co m m u n io n  d esig n ate  th e ir  philo
so p h y . A g a in , h e  m akes a  sad e r ro r  in e s tim atin g  us a t  
te n  m illio n s, all o v er th e  w orld ; w h ereas we a t  le a s t can  
cla im  tw ice  th a t  n u m b er. E i g h t  m illions, he says, a re  
in th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ; b u t if  h e  w ill re a d  M rs . B r i t te n ’s 
“  O n  th e  R o a d , o r  th e  S p iritu al In v e s tig a to r ,” he will 
find th e  C a th o lic  C on vention  I 8 6 0 — 6 5  (U n ite d  S ta te s ) ,  
p led g ed  to  re n d e r  a  c o r r e c t  re p o rt  o f relig iou s p rog ress  
in  t h a t  c o u n tr y , re p o rte d  th e  n u m b er o f  S p iritu alists  
th e r e  a t  e lev en  m illion s (1 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ) .

N o tw ith s ta n d in g  h is m an y  in c o rr e c t  s ta te m e n ts , he  
has a s se r te d  so m e th in g s  p leasin g  to  us, b u t o f  which  
w e a r e ro o t  w holly ig n o ran t.

H e  co m m en ces  his d isco u rse  b y  in fo rm in g  h is h earers  
t h a t  “  S p iritu alism  h a s  m ad e a  g r e a t  noise in th e  w orld ,”  
a n d  is  m ak in g  sad  h av o c w ith  re lig io n , b reak in g  up  
ch u rc h e s , & c. F u r t h e r  on  he says, “ I t  is  a  device p u t  
fo rth  b y  th e  en em y  o f  m ankind fo r  th e  delusion o f  this  
n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry — w hich is a s  b ad  as  an y  th a t  h as  
p re ce d e d  i t .”  W e  know  th is  c e n tu ry  is a  bad one for

Sriests  a n d  p arso n s, and o th e r  ty ra n n ica l individuals.
[e  t r a c e s  th e  p h en o m en a to  a n  evil so u rce , fo rg ettin g  

th a t  th e  te n  S p iritu a l com m an d m en ts, and ten  
law s o f  R ig h t , g iven  by th e  sp irits  th ro u g h  M rs. 
B r i t te n ,  co n ta in  a  f a r  h ig h e r m o ra le  th a n  th e  com m an d 
m e n ts  o f  M o s e s ;  a n d  tr ie s  h a rd  to  p re v e n t his h earers  
in v e s tig a tin g  b y  m ak in g  a n  u n tru e  a sse rtio n , “ T h a t  
S p iritu alism  is  a t  o n ce  cond em n ed by i ts  falsehoods;”  b u t  
how  w ould  th is  r u le  ap p ly  to  C h ris tia n ity  ? I a m  glad  
h e  k n o w s th a t  o u r  jo u rn a ls  a r e  co n d u cted  w ith g re a t  
ab ility . T h is  le c tu re  will be th e  m ean s o f  w ak ing up  
th e  sleep y  p eo p le  o f  C oom a from  th e ir  o rth o d o x dream s, 

a n d  I  am  su re  a  l i t t le  m o re  kn ow ledge a n d  a  li ttle  less  
C h ris tia n ity  w ould  do th e m  good.

I  n early  fo rg o t to  m ention th a t  a  Sydn ey frien d sen t  
m e tw o copies o f  th e  St. L eo n a rd 's  R eco rd er ,  con tain in g  
several a r tic le s  on Spiritu alism . Indeed I  th in k  it  is 
th e  m ost liberal public jo u rn al I  have e v er seen . T he  
ed ito r, I  believe, is a  S p ir itu a lis t ; a t  an y  r a te  he de
serv es th e  th an k s o f  all for his liberality .

I  rem ain , in Spiritu alism ,
Y o u r s  fratern ally ,

F .  E .  S . H E W I S O N .
B a th u rs t , N . S . W .,  O cto b er 15 th , 1 8 7 9 .
[ W e  have read  F a th e r  S la tte ry 's  lec tu re , and have  

n o t m uch to  find fa u lt  w ith in i t .  H e  adm its a ll ou r facts , 
and. th e  only im pedim ent im posed upon bis h earers  to  
th e ir  in vestigation  is  th e  d o v il; whom few will consider  
a  serious o b stru ction  in th e  w ay.— E d . H .  L .\

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  M A N I F E S T A T IO N S .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE 11 HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
S ir ,— T hinking th e  follow ing n a rra tiv e  m igh t in te re st  
som e o f  y o u r read ers  I  acco rd in g ly  p la ce  i t  a t  y o u r  
disposal.

M rs ’ P a to n  kindly con sen ted  to  s i t  in ou r circle  for  
m a n ifesta tio n s la s t  T u esd ay  evening, th e  1 6 th  i n s t ; th e  
follow ing m em b ers being p resen t, v iz .:— M r and M rs. 
P a rra n t, M r. an d  M rs . P a to n , M esdam es R o g ers , F u lto n , 
R ey n o ld s, W ilso n , C a ck e tt, and P rin ce  ; M m ses H u t
ch en s and R e a d ; M e ssrs . D aw s, G . P a rra n t, and M a ste r  
L o u is  W e ic h a rd t . T h e  s ittin g  com m en ced a t  e ig h t  
o 'c lo ck . A fte r  m usic b ein g  played on  th e  piano, all s a t  
in a  c irc le , each  hold in g a  neighb ou r’s hand. A fte r  
singing a  sh o rt tim e, th e  m edium , M rs. P a to n , w as co n 
tro lle d  (th e  ligh ts being o u t) , an d  fo r  ab o u t ten  m inutes  
th e  m edium  seem ed to  have been shak en very  m uch. 
Som e one in th e  c ircle  th o u g h t th a t  som e ob ject was 
placed  suddenly upon th e  tab le , and queried o f  th e  
m edium . Sh e replied, “ th e re  w ould be p resen tly .”  
“ G a th e r  a t  th e  R iv e r  ”  having been sung, a loud crash  
on  th e  tab le  s ta r tle d  th e  m em b ers, and up on th e  gas  
b ein g  tu rn ed  on, a  la rg e  p iece o f  iron  ro ck , weighing  
e ig h t poun ds, drip pin g w ith sea -w ater, and a ttach ed  
th e re to  sea-w eed and saud, w as discovered on th e  tab le . 
P u t  o u t th e  g as a g a in ; w hen M a ste r  L o u is  W e ich a rd t  
w as co n tro lled  f o r  the f i r s t  tim e, w ho, sp eak in g  in  a  
feeble fem ale voice, said th a t  th e  sto n e had co m e from  
B rig h to n  B e a ch , and w as b rou gh t in to  th e  room  by th e  
m an ip u latin g  sp irits  p resen t. S h o rtly  a f te r  th is , M rs. 
P a to n  w e n t again  u n d er co n tro l. A fte r  a  few m in u tes’ 
in terval a  q u an tity  o f  drip pin g sea-w eed and m ussels, 
and m ussel shells, filled w ith se a -w a te r, cam e upon th e  
ta b le ;  th e  room  w as s tro n g ly  im p regn ated  w ith “ th e  
od ou r o f a  b reeze  from  th e  o cean  ”  d u rin g  all th ese  
m anifestations.

A t  th is  p a r t o f  th e  s ittin g  a noise w as h eard , and th e  
g as being lighted, a  lad y  s it te r  w as lev itated  in h e r  ch air  
several tim es.

T h e  g as w as ag ain  lig h ted , w hen M rs. R eyn old s, under  
co n tro l, described a  la rg e  n u m b er o f  sp irits  p re se n t, as  
seen  clairvoy an tly , and g av e a n u m b er o f  th e ir  nam es, 
which w ere reco gn ised .

D r . E U iotson  spoke th rou gh  M rs. R eyn old s, giving  
th e  c irc le  som e good advice, and fu rth e r s ta te d  th a t  th e  
c ircle  w as o n e  o f  th e  b est aud m ost h arm onious he had 
e v er a tten d ed .

A fterw ard s, M a ste r  W e ic h a rd t w as again con tro lled  ; 
th is  tim e by th e  sp irit o f  an  e cce n tric  Irish m an , who 
g av e his nam e as  “  M ik e,” and desired  u s  to  sing a n  
I r is h  son g  in lieu  o f  a  hym n. A fte r  being h u m oured, 
he to ld  us he p assed  aw ay in th e  N o rth e rn  T e rrito ry ,
“ h av in g c a u g h t a  big cold ,"  a n d  “ died o f  rh eu m atism , 
as  th e y  called  i t ; ”  b u t how could he be dead, “ when 
he w as stan d in g  th ere , and cou ld  see  all y o u  folks s it
tin g  rou n d  th e  t a b l e ? ”  H e  ask ed  why th e y  w ere  all 
th e re , a n d  w h at f o r !  W e  wished him  to  b e a t tim e  on  
th e  tab le  w h ilst w e san g  an  Irish  s o n g ; w hen th e  ta b le  
follow ed su it  in a  lively  m an n er, w ith o u t an y  c o n ta c t  
fro m  o u r  han ds, w e h av in g w ithd raw n th erefro m .

M iss H u tch e n s  w as co n tro lled  b y o n e  who p u rp o rted  
to  be h e r  g ra n d m o th e r on  th e  fa th er’s side, givin g a  
c o r r e c t  n am e, w hich th e  .m edium  did n o t know  u n til  
afterw ard s verified.

T h e  above fa c ts  can  be fu lly  verified by all th e  s itte rs
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w hose nam es ap p e a r above. T h e  “  B rig h to n  s to n e "  
can  bo seen  a t  m y ad d ress , 2 9  L o n s d a le -s tre e t  E a s t ,  
M elb ou rn e, w h ere  th e  s itt in g  to o k  place.

S ep t. 2 2n d , 1 8 7 9 .

J O T T I N G S  F R O M  T H E  N O R T H  E A S T .
C y

B r  W olverine.

Y o u n  read ers  m ay rem em b er I  w ro te  som e tim e  ago  
ab o u t a form  th a t differen t persons had seen on  o r  n ear  
a  lonely  road  betw een H u rd le  F l a t  and T w ist C reek , in 
th e  B eech w o rth  d is tric t . S in ce my la s t com m u n ication  
tw o  m o re  have had an  op p ortu n ity  o f  vouchin g for th e  
tru th  o f  th e  ap p aritio n  being seen . T h e  p ersons who 
th is  tim e saw  and h eard  it , a re  tw o resp ectab le  h a rd 
w ork ing w om en, w ives o f  m in ers residing a t  H u rd le  
F l a t .  T hey w ere com in g from a  p lace  called  V oo rag oe  
to  th e ir  hom es one evening, and arrived a t  th e  p a rticu la r  
sp ot a t  w hich h isg h o stsh ip  g en era lly  m akes his p resen ce  
know n O ne o f  th e  w om en did n o t, a t  th e  tim e, know  
n n vth in g o f  th e  ru m ou r o f  th e  p lace being haunted, 
n o r  was a  word spoken by th e  o th e r  in re fe re n ce  th ereto  
before arriv in g  a t  th e  spot. W alk ing alo n g , having  
passed th e  place, one m ad e th e  re m a rk , “ she cou ld  h e a r  
fo o tstep s as  o f  a  m an n e a r h er side w alking.”  T ram p , 
tra m p , tram p , i t  con tin u ed  by h er side a lo n g  th e  lonely  
road . B o th  a f te r  a  w hile heard th e  tram p  o f  th e  fo o t
step s. A rriv in g  a t  hom o it  ca m e  o u t  th a t  one, in 
ad d ition  to  having h eard  th e  tram p , had seen  th e  lorm  
o f  a  m an  w alking alo n gsid e h e r  com panion fo r  a  lo n g  
d istan ce . Sh e was so frighten ed a t  th e  tim e  th a t  she  
cou ld  n o t g a th e r  up su llicien t co u rag e  to  te ll h er co m 
panion w h at she saw . I t  is th e  in ten tio n  o f som e o f  th e  
S p iritu alists  to  hold a  c ircle  o u t a t  th e  sp o t to  t r y  and  
solve th e  m ystery .

I  had a  con v ersation  a  few d ay s ag o  w ith a g en tlem an , 
a J .P . ,  resid in g n o t a  hu nd red m iles from  B e e ch w o rth . 
H e  told  m e th a t he had been, som e tim e  a g o , to  th e  
B a rn a w a th a  C ircle  a t  th e  tim e w hen R o b e rt B ro w n  w as  
th e  m edium  th ere . B ein g  a  m an th a t  believed in the  
tr u th  o f  th e  B ible and th a t  C h ris t was G o d , he took th e  
op p o rtu n ity  to  ask  w h eth er he w as r ig h t in believing so. 
T h e  an sw er he g o t  in th e  d ire c t  v o ice  w as to  th e  effect, 
th a t  C h ris t w as a good m an, b u t n o m o re  G od th an  any  
o th e r m an, th a t  his d y in g  w ould n o t in th e  slig h test  
d eg ree  be an  a to n e m e n t for us in o u r  sins. T h a t ev ery  
m an in fa c t  w as and is  his “ O w n S av io u r.” H e  does 
n o t doub t in any w ay  w h atever, th e  f a c t  o f  th e  ph eno
m en a o f  S p iritu alism , b u t p laces i t  to  th e  w ork o f  
"d e m o n s .” C iting in su p p o rt o f  his a rg u m e n t, xii. 
T im o th y , ch ap . 4 ,  1 s t . verse . H e  is like a  g r e a t  m an y  
m o re , he w ould soon er believe h is  B ib le  th a n  believe th e  
angels.

This la s t  w eek I  h ad  a  lad y  frien d s ta y in g  a  few  days  
w ith us. Sh e is a  yo u n g  w om an o f  so m eth in g  m ore  
th an  av erag e  in telligen ce. O n e ev en in g  th e  co n v e rsa 
tion  tu rn e d  on  th e  q u estion  o f  S p iritu alism . Sh e  
exp ressed  a  wish to  see  som e o f th e  ph enom ena. 
A cco rd in g ly  w e held a  sean ce , an d  s tra n g e  to  say  she  
w as con tro lled  b y a  sp ir it o f  g r e a t  p o w er, th a t  w rote  
th ro u g h  h e r  in th e  co u rse  o f  a  s h o r t  tim e  a n u m b er o f  
th in g s  qu ite op posite to  h er co n v ictio n s. Sh e is a  
te a c h e r  in th e  C h u rch  o f  E n g lan d  S u n d ay  S ch ool, and  
o f  co u rse  being th a t, m u st be o rth o d o x  in h er th o u g h ts  
as  to  th e  C h ris t idea o f  orth o d o xy . I  know ing a ll this 
ask ed  h e r  to  p u t a  few  q u estion s to  th e  co n tro l, she co m 
plied , o r  ra th e r  I  did fo r  h er. I  ask ed  “  w as C h ris t G o d  ? ” 
“  N o , he w as n o t:”  “  I s  th e re  a  hell ? ”  “  N o  ! no such  
p la ce  in th e  u n iv e rse ."  “ I f  a  go o d  m an o r  w om an o r  child  
dies, will th e y  go in to  th e  ‘ A rm s  o f  J e s u s  ?  ’ ”  “ N o ,"
an d  th e n  “ Y e s .” “ W h a t  do y o u  m ean ?  ”  “ I  m ean i t  
is  r ig h t to  follow  his fo o ts tep s .” “  H a v e  y o u  seen  o r  
b e e n  w ith G od ?  ”  “ N o , I  know  no m o re  o f  him  th an
y o u  d o ."  I  ask ed  fo r  h er a  n u m b er o f  o th e r  qu estion s,

which th e  c o n tro l an sw ered  w ith  s u rp ris in g  q u ick n ess. 
A n d  y e t  sh e  d o u b ts  h e r  ow n  h an d , fo r  sh e  s a y s ,“ y o u  
ask th e  q u estion  an d  th e  p en cil m oves, a n d  j  u s t a f te r  th e  
p en cil co m m en ces to  m ove, th e  a n sw e r flashes th ro u g h  
m y m ind. I  ask ed  th e  c o n tro l th e  re a so n . “ I  w ork  
th ro u g h  h e r  b ra iu .”  I  ask ed  who is  i t  th a t  c o n tro ls  and  
w rites  th ro u g h  h e r  ?  “  M in is te rin g  A n g e ls ,”  w as
w ritte n . W h a t  a  b a ttle , w h a t u p -h ill w ork , h av e  w e  
an d  th e  a n g e ls  to  do in  p rov in g  to  all m en  th e  f a c t  o f  
th e  life ev e rla s tin g  a n d  th e  m in is try  o f  an g els.

J O T T I N G S  O N  P A S S I N G  E V E N T S .

O p  th e  “  p sy ch o lo g ical cu rio sities  ”  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  
L a w re n ce  ep iso d e which so r e c e n tly  a g ita te d  th e  public  
m ind, o n e  o f  th e  m o st rem ark ab le  is U r . B ro m b y ’s  le t te r  
to  th e  D a ily  T eleg ra p h . T h e  co m m u n icatio n  is  m ark ed  
by a ll th e  se n te n tio u s  p h rases  an d  “ w o rd s o f  learn ed  
len g th  and th u n d erin g  sou n d ,”  w h ich  a r e  seld o m  a b se n t  
from  th e  R ev . D r .’s u tte ra n ce s . B u t  i t  is n o t  in th is  
re s p e c t o n ly  th a t  th e  a r tic le  is  re m a rk a b le . I n  th e  R ev .
J .  0 .  B ro m b y 's  ad v o cacy  o f  L a w re n ce 's  e x e c u tio n , tw o  
p ro m in en t p ecu liarities  p re se n t th em selv es. T h e  firs t is 
th a t  D r . B ro m b y , a  p rofessed  d iscip le  o f  H im  w ho  
rep ealed  th e  M o saic  in s titu te — “ A n  e y e  fo r  a n  e y e , a  
to o th  f o r  a  to o th ,"  and ta u g h t  th e  h ig h e r law  o f  non- 
re sista n ce , should be foun d raisin g  his v o ice  in fa v o u r  of 
a  fellow -sin n er's  d eath , an d  a g a in st th e  m e rcifu l effo rts  
o f  th o se  w ho s o u g h t th e  co m m u ta tio n  o f  L a w re n c e ’s  
sen ten ce . O f th e  sco res  o f  le t te r s  w h ich  reach ed  th e  
ed ito r, o n e  alo n e  w as a d v erse  to  th e  p riso n er ; a n d  th a t  
so lita ry  e p istle  w as from  th e  p en  o f  th is  em in en t  
“ divin e.”  T h e  seco n d  p e cu lia rity  allu d ed  to  is  to  b e  
fou n d  in th e  re v . g e n tlem an ’s re a so n  f o r  p re fe rrin g  to  
“ wield th e  d read fu l sw ord  o f  ju s t ic e ”  r a th e r  th a n  
“ e x e rc ise  th e  divin e p re ro g a tiv e  o f  m e rc y .”  D r. 
B ro m b y  says y o u  m u st up hold  th e  d ig n ity  o f  th e  law , 
a n d  n o t  su ffer lax  n o tio n s  o f  ju s tic e  to  p revail. U n less  
an exam p le  bo m ad e  o f  L a w re n ce , o th e rs  m ay  be  
tem p ted  to  follow  in h is  fo o ts te p s , an d  th u s  m u rd er  
w ould becom e r ife  ; th e re fo re , fo r  th e  sak e o f  i ts  d e te r 
r e n t  effect up on  o th e rs , ca p ita l p u n ish m en t m u s t be 
m eted  o u t to  him . I t  ¡3  difficult to  a d m ire  th e  lo gic o f  
th is. D o es th e  R e v . J .  C . B ro m b y  m ean to  co n ten d  
th a t  n o p u n ish m en t ca n  have a  d e te rr e n t e ffect upon  
su ch  as  m ay h ap p en  to  be lik e-m in d ed  w ith  L a w re n ce ,  
e x c e p t h a n g in g — ju d icia l m u rd e r ? T h e  an o m aly  o f  su ch  
an a rg u m e n t, co m in g  fro m  su ch  a q u a r te r , will be m ore  
ap p a re n t w hen w e re m e m b e r  th a t  so m e n in e  y e a rs  ago  
D r. B ro m b y  ca u se d  a  f lu tte r  in th e  th e o lo g ica l d o v e-co ts  
b y boldly  p ro cla im in g  th e  d o ctrin e  o f  A n n ih ila tio n —  
“  painless n o n -e x iste n ce ,”  th e  learn ed  divine n o t to o  
p h ilosoph ically te rm e d  it— for th e  w ick e d ! *  S o  th a t  
lie m at te r  s tan d s  th u s  : —  E i th e r  th e  co n d em n ed  m an  
will, by som e kind o f  p rie s tly  m a g ic , be “ h o cu s p o cu sse d ”  
in to  heaven ; o r , i f  th e  c le rica l u n c tio n  be n o t sufficiently  
p o te n t to  e ffect so u n d esirab le  a  re su lt, a n d  th e  m an  
“ die in his sin ,” ho w ill sim p ly d rin k  o f  th e  w a te rs  o f  
L e th e , and so be for e v e r  a t  r e s t .  W h e r e  is th e  “ d e te r 
r e n t  e ffe c t ” in th is  ?

M rs . H a r d in g e -B r itte n  a p p ears  to  h av e  m ad e a  v e ry  
favou rab le  im p ression  in W e llin g to n . T h e  N e w  Z ea la n d  
T im es, o f  2 2 n d  S ep tem b er, th u s  allu d es to  h e r  o ra tio n  
“  O n th e  O rig in  an d  D e stin y  o f  th e  S o n ],”  g iven  in  th e  
T h e a tre  R o y a l :— “ F o r  o v er a n  h o u r a n d  a  h a lf  th e  
bu ild in g reso u n d ed  w ith th e  ech o es  o f  w h a t m u s t be 
con sid ered  as  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t e lo q u en t, if  n o t th e  m o st  
elo q u en t, le c tu re s  e v e r  h eard  in th is  c ity . I t  is  n o t  o u r  
in te n tio n  to  say  w h e th e r  w e a g re e  o r  d isa g re e  w ith  th e  
su b je ct m a tte r  o f  th e  le c tu re , b u t  view ed fro m  w h a te v e r  
stan d -p o in t i t  m ay  be, th e re  c a n  b e  no tw o  op inions a s  to  
th e  deep re se a rch , in te llig e n t th o u g h t, an d  d eep  h u m an  
sy m p ath ies o f  th e  la d y ."

tt* „ Sw  " Beyond the Grave : "  a Lecture delivered a t  the Town 
Hall, Melbourne, on the 16th November, 1870, by the Rev. J .  C .  
Bromby, D.D.
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T h e r e  a r e  so m e p e o p le  w h o w ill h a v e  a  T rin ity  a t  any  
co s t. I f  th e y  c a n ’t  fin d  i t  in  th e  B ib le , th e y ’l l  g e t] i t  
o u t o f  {e s th e tics , Sevolve i t  from  th e  d ep th s o f  th e ir  
“ in n e r  co n scio u sn e ss ,”  o r  co n ju re  i t  fro m  th e  flam e o f  
a  c a n d le ! M r . C o u tts  is  o n e  o f  th is  c lass. I n  a  series  
o f fo u r t r a c t s  e n title d  “  P h ilo so p h y  f o r  th e  T im e s,”  
piloted  b y  a  k in d  o f  J o h n  B a p ti s t  essay  o n  T ru th , this 
g en tlem an  h as b e e n  e x p o u n d in g  a  m e ta p h y sica l p h ilo
soph y w h e re b y  h e  h o p es to  h a rm o n ise  R e v e la tio n  and  
S cien ce  ; a n d  a m o n g s t o th e r  e le m e n ts  o f  “  R e v e la tio n ,"  
th e  T r i n i t y  co m e s  in  f o r  i ts  s h a r e  o f  “ e lu cid a tio n .”  
O v er “  T h e  K in g d o m  o f  F o r c e ,” M r . C o u tts , lik e  a  
m ag ician , w av es th e  w an d  o f  his im ag in atio n , and , 
p resto  ! u p  co m es a  tr iu n e  G o d  ! ! A n d  th is  is  how  i t ’s 
d o n e :” — T a k in g  a  b o o k  as  il lu stra tio n , M r . C o u tts  
show s th a t  w e c a n  p r e d ic a te  o f  i t  th r e e  im p o rta n t re la 
tio n s , v iz ., ( 1 J  q u a n tity , ( 2 . )  m a n ife s ta tio n , and (3 .)  
q u alities , o r  v a rie d  re la tio n s . A sce n d in g  from  co n c re te  
to  a b s tr a c t  tr u th s , w ith  th e s e  h e  c o rre la te s  ( 1 . )  sp ace , 
( 2 . )  tim e , “ w ith in  w h ich  re la tio n s  h av e  b een  m ad e,”  and  
( 3 . )  a  p o w er o f  re la tio n s . A n o th e r  s te p  a n d  w e g e t  
( 1 . )  “ th e  m a n ife s te d  D e ity , as  th e  F o u n ta in  a n d  F a t h e r  
o f  a ll T r u th  in  sp a ce  an d  e te r n i ty  ; ”  ( 2 . )  “ C h ris t as  th e  
A lp h a  a n d  O m e g a — th e  F i r s t  a n d  th e  L a s t ,  as  m an i
fested  in tim e  ; a n d  ( 3 . )  th e  H o ly  G h o st, “  as  th e  efficient 
p o w er b y  w h ich  a ll m a n ife s ta tio n s  a r e  o rd ain ed  and  
m a in ta in e d .”  T h is  is  v e r y  in g e n io u s , a n d  a s  a  p ie ce  o f  
m e n ta l le g e r-d e -m a in  d e se rv e s  c r e d i t ; b u t i t  is  as  good  
fo r  th e  E g y p t ia n , o r  th e  N e o -P la to n ic  a s  f o r  th e  C h ris
t ia n  T ria d , a n d  is  o f  n o  m o re  a s s is ta n c e  to  th e  cre e d  o f  
A th a n a siu s  th a n  to  t h a t  o f  th e  B ra h m in . M r . C o u tts  
w rites  w ith  a  f a c ile  p en , b u t  i t  is  t o  b e  fe a re d  th a t  his 
ta le n t  in th is  r e s p e c t  s e rv e s  b u t  to

“ --------------------w ra p  n o n s e n s e  ro u n d

W ith  p o m p  a n d  d a r k n e s s , t i l l  i t  s e e m s  p r o fo u n d ."

M r. C o u tts  is  w id ely  k n ow n  as  th e  d isco v e re r  o f  A c e to -  
p a th y , th e  tr e a tm e n t  o f  d isease  by a c e t ic  a c id — a  sy stem  
w hich is  said  t o  h a v e  acco m p lish e d  so m e m arvellou s  
cu re s . W e  sh o u ld  lik e  to  a s su re  th e  g e n tlem an  th a t  by 
th is  he is  r e n d e rin g  h u m a n ity  a  fa r  g r e a te r  se rv ice  th an  
b y f r i t te r in g  a w a y  h is  tim e  and e x h a u s tin g  m e n ’s 
p atien ce , a s  w ell a s  co n fu sin g  th e ir  b ra in s, w ith w h at 
“ in k y -clo alted  H a m le t  w o u ld  ca ll, “ W o r d s , w ord s, 
w ord s ! ” I f  su ch  lu cu b ra tio n s  as  th o se  o f  M r . C o u tts  
a r e  to  b o co n sid e re d  “  P h ilo so p h y  fo r  th e  T im e s ,"  w e  
c a n  on ly  sa y , “ S o m u ch  th e  w o rse  fo r  th e  tim e s .”

I n  th e  p a m p h le t, “  W h a t  is  T r u th  ?  ”  M r . C o u tts  
say s , (p . 9 ) ,  th a t  “ E v e r y  f o r m  a n d  k in d  o f  m a tte r  can , 
by ch em ical a n a ly sis , be reso lv ed  in to  a b o u t s ix ty -th re e  
ch em ical e le m e n ts .”  T h is  w ill s t r i k e *  m o st p h y sicists  
as  b ein g  a  re m a rk a b le  “ re v e la tio n .”  H o w  t o  “ h a r
m on ise ”  i t  w ith  scie n c e  is  p ro b ab ly  k n ow n  on ly  to  M r. 
C o u tts .

T H E  L Y C E U M  “ M I N I A T U R E .”

W e  h av e  om itjjed la te ly  to  n o tic e  in  o u r  colu m n s th is  
e x c e lle n t l i t t le  r e p re se n ta tiv e  jo u r n a l o f  th e  M e lb o u rn e  
an d  S y d n ey  L y c e u m s . O u r  om ission  is  p u re ly  an in ad 
v e r te n ce , fo r  th e  l a s t  few  n u m b e rs  h av e  b een  sp ecially  
w o rth y  o f  n o tic e  an d  h ig h ly  cre d ita b le , n o t  on ly  to  th e  
y o u th fu l e d ito r , b u t  t o  th e  n u m e ro u s  m em b ers o f  th e  
L y ce u m  w ho h a v e  co n trib u te d  to  it . F o r  th e  in fo rm a
tio n  o f  th o s e  w h o h a v e  n o t  s e e n  th e  M in ia tu re ,  w e m ay  
s ta te  th a t  i t  is  a  s ix te e n -p a g e  8 v o ., p u blished m o n th ly , 
a n d  t h a t  th e  w h ole  o f  th e  m a tte r  i t  co n ta in s  is  w ritte n  
b y  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  M e lb o u rn e  a n d  S y d n ey  P ro g re ss iv e  
L y ce u m s . T h e  s u b scrip tio n  is  3 s .  p e r  an n u m , an d  a  
sp ecim en  co p y  w ill b e  s e n t  to  a n y  a d d re ss  on  r e c e ip t  o f  
tw o  tw o p en n y  s tam p s.

T h e  P sy ch o lo g ica l R ev iew  f o r  J u ly ,  1 8 7 9 ,  co n ta in s  an  
e x c e lle n t  a r tic le  o n  th e  “ A tt itu d e  o f  th e  R elig iou s  
W o rld  to w a rd s  M o d e rn  S p iritu a lism ,”  b y  J .  S . F a r m e r ;  
a ls o  th e  co m m e n ce m e n t o f  a  “  B io g ra p h y  o f  J .  M . 
P e e b le s ,”  by M .A ., (O x o n .)

*  The word “ strike ” is here used advisedly. Mr. C.’s work 
treats of "  The Kingdom of Force."

S O C I E T Y  A N D  R E L I G I O N .

S o c ie t y  is  su ch  a  c u rio u s  p a ra d o x  th a t  w e c a n n o t  help  
stu d y in g  its  w him s a n d  fan cies. • I n  th e o ry  i t  is e v e r  
m arch in g  o n  to  p e r f e c t io n ; h en ce  w e se e  th a t  w hen a  
g r e a t  m ind has arisen  to  d e m o n stra te  a n y  h ith e rto  
u n g ran ted  p rop osition , believin g i t  to  aim  a t  th e  a n n i
h ilation  o f  its  s tr u c tu r e  an d  th e  o v e rth ro w  o f its  
relig iou s in stitu tio n s , so cie ty  h as  in sta n tly  stifled th e  
free  in q u iry  o f  its  m o re  advan ced  m em b ers by p e rs e cu t
in g  th e  in ven tive  m ind w hich has so u g h t to  lead  in th e  
field o f  new  d isco v ery . I t  has been so w ith G a lile o , L a  
P la c e , H a rv e y , C o p ern icu s, a n d  o th e rs  o f  a n  a d v an ced  
ca lib re . S o w hen th e  m ind so a rs  aw ay  in to  region s  
w h ere  n o m o rta l has h ith e rto  g o n e, an d  com es back w ith  
a  w onderful d iscovery w hich seek s to  re v o lu tio n ise  ou r  
tim e-h o n o u red  beliefs a n d  p ra c tic e s , w e in sta n tly  p u ll 
u p  th e  re in s  ex cla im iu g — th u s  f a r  th o u  s h a lt n o t g o  l

S o cie ty  is  com p osed  o f  u n its  o f  a  cu rio u sly  d iv e rg e n t  
c h a ra c te r , w hich do n o t all se e  alik e , b u t have d iversities  
o f  op inion, an d  w h atever view s th e  m ajo rity  e n te rta in  
on m a tte r s  o f  a  so cia l, re lig io u s , and p o litical c h a r a c te r ,  
in  tu rn  affect th e  ad v an cem en t o f  civilisation .

A g a in , so cie ty  is one g r e a t  c e n tr e  w h erein  a re  e s ta b 
lish ed  a ll th e  fo rces  w hich im pel us to  seek o u r  co m fo rt  
a n d  p ro sp e rity . I t  is divided in to  b ran ch es, w hich a c t  
up on its  c e n tr e  a s  th e  rad iu s o f  th e  c irc le  w ithin its  
c ircu m fe re n ce . I t  is  upon th e se  ram ifications, o r  m ore  
p ro p erly  sp eak in g , one o f  its  u n its , th a t  th e  p a rticu la r  
a c tio n s  o r  th o u g h ts  o f  th e  in dividual who is p laced  
th e re in , a c ts . N o w  w e know  th a t  th o u g h ts  a rise  in th e  
m ind , as  if  w ere , sp o n tan eo u sly , a n d  th e  ad v isab ility  o f  
g iv in g  ex p re ssio n  to  th e se  th o u g h ts  a t  a ll tim es, is a  
q u estio n  w h ich  ph ilosoph ers and m o ralists  a r e  called, 
up on to  d ecid e  fo r  us. W e  som etim es e n te rta in  
th o u g h ts  u p o n  m a tte rs  o f  p u b lic  in te r e s t  th a t  i t  w ould  
n o t be w ise a t  a ll tim es to  u t te r  le s t w e u p se t th e  h a r
m o n y  o f  th e  p a r ticu la r  sp h ere  o f  so cie ty  in w hich w e  
m o v e ; b u t to  g ive exp ressio n  to  th e  h ig h e st form  o f  
co n ce p tio n  o f  w hich m an is cap ab le  is  th e  su p rem e fu n c
tio n  o f  m ind o r  reaso n , a n d  it  is  th e re fo re  a n  in ju stice  
to  th e  C re a to r  who g av e i t  p lace  in o u r  n a tu re  to  stifla . 
i ts  p u rp o se  an d  o b je c t in  cre a tio n .

Y e t  ag a in , to  th e  a cce p ta n ce  o f  an y  given  p ro p o sitio n  
th e  h ig h e st reaso n in g  p o w er o f  m an  m u st be called  in to  
a c tio n , an d  th a t  w hich is co n g en ial to  its  h ig h e st c o n c e p 
tio n s  i t  a c c e p ts  as  a  n a tu ra l seq u en ce. B u t  no, says  
so c ie ty , y o u  m u s t th in k  as  th e  m ajo rity  th in k  ; y o u  m u st  
n o t o v e rs te p  th e  bo u u d ary lin e  w e have laid  dow n.

A g a in , som e in dividu als a r e  so c o n s titu te d , m en ta lly  
sp eak in g , as  to  be in ad v an ce  o f  th e ir  t i m e ; o f  a f a r -  
se e in g  m e n ta l calib re  who c a n  go b a ck  in to  th e  h istory  
o f  th e  p a s t, s tu d y  its  e v en ts— lo g ica l,.so c ia l, a n d  p o liti
c a l— th e  m ean s em p lo yed  to  in cre a s e  th e  pu blic h ap p i
n ess, cau ses  p ro d u cin g  o b sta cle s  th e re to , an d  th e ir  
s u b ju g a tio n ; th e  civil and re lig io u s in stitu tio n s  o f  th e  
tim es, e d u ca tio n  an d  lib e rty  in m a tte r s  o f  co n scien ce , 
th e ir  in flu en ce on  s o c ie ty ; can  th e n  co m e in to  o u r  ow n  
tim es a n d  see  th ro u g h  th e  p a s t  w h a t in  th e  fu tu re  to  
avo id  a n d  w h at to  p e rp e tu a te . C an  i t  be w o n d ered  a t  
th a t  su ch  m ind s refu se  to  be b oun d by an y  o th e r  tie  
th a n  th a t  w hich binds th em  to  th e  d isco v ery  o f  tr u th  in  
a ll i ts  p h ases ? H e n c e  w e find th a t  th e  g r e a t  th o u g h ts  
w hich th e  lead in g  and th in k in g  m ind s o f  th e  p a s t  have  
p ro d u ced  a r e  ta b u la te d  in  th e  li te ra ry  in stitu tio n s  w hich  
s u rro u n d  u s , w hich now  afford  u s  so m u ch  p leasu re  in  
p eru sin g , a n d  w hich in th e ir  b eg in n in g  w e re  co n sid ered  
h e te ro d o x , th e re f o r e  d an g ero u s, a n d  o s tra c ise d  by th e  
co n v en tio n alism s o f  th e  s o c ie ty  o f  th e ir  d ay . T h e ir  
re su lts  w e find in th e  a ch ie v e m e n t o f  k n ow led ge, th e  
ad v a n ce m e n t o f  learn in g , a n d  th e  g e n e ra l im p ro v e m e n t  
o f  th in g s.

B u t  to  r e tu r n  to  th e  in dividual th in k e r w ho s tan d s  a  
u n it  in d ep en d en t o f  tim e -w o rm  th e o rie s , i f  he o r  sh e  
e x p re sse s  th e ir  h ig h est th o u g h ts , w h ich  a r e  tr u ly  u n 
p a la ta b le  from  th e ir  v e ry  o rig in a lity , im m ed iately  s o c ie ty  
is  ruffled a n d  re le g a te s  th e  u n it  to  i ts  p lace  w ith  a ll  
d istu rb e rs  o f  p e a ce . B u t ,  n o tw ith sta n d in g  th e  co n v en 
tio n alism s o f  a n  a r ro g a n t a n d  u n p ro g re ssiv e  so c ie ty , 
th a t  n a tu r a l cu rio s ity  w h ich  p ro m p ts  a  s e a rch in g  a n a ly 
sis o f  a ll p re se n ta b le  o b je cts  to  d e m o n stra te  th e  tr u th  
o f  a n y  h y p o th esis , is  n o t  s ta m p e d  o u t  by th e  m erefless



1 6 8 2 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

fo o t o f  s o c ie ty ’s  d o g m a tic  o stracism s. C h a n g e s  in  sp ite  
o f  th is  h a v e  tak en  p l a c e ; th e  r a c e  h as  in tim e s  p ast  
b een  con v u lsed  by th e  co n tin u ed  u p h eav als  o f  relig iou s  
th o u g h t. A lth o u g h  in som e in sta n ce s  h isto ry  r e p e a ts  
itse lf , y e t  in its ap p licatio n  to  th e  ad v a n ce m e n t o f  know 
led g e  and th e  on w ard  m arch  o f  in te lle c t , i t  is in d eed  a  
m is n o m e r ; fo r  th e  scien ces  o f  a s tro n o m y , g eo lo g y , 

(a n á to m y , and m etap h y sics, th a t  th ro u g h  so m u ch  p e rs e 
cu tio n  h av e  com e to  lig h ts  h av e  ten d ed  to  o v e rth ro w  o u r  
a n c ie n t boliefs a n d  p ra c tice s . W e  see  th e  advances  
w hich h av e  been m ad e from  th e  su p e rs titio n s  which  
u rg ed  o u r  fo refa th ers  to  th e  p r a c tic e  o f  m ost o u tra g e o u s  
a c ts  to  a to n e  fo r  th e  sins and follies o f  th e ir  tim e . B y  
th e se  ad v an ces w e h av e  been en ab led  to  ab an d o n  th e  
foolishness o f th e  p a s t  fo r  th e  p r a c tic e  o f  m o re  c o n 
gen ial p u rsu its  w hich will te n d  to  ad v an ce  u s  h ig h er and  
y e t  h ig h er in th e  scale  o f  hu m an d ev elop m en t. B u t  
th e re  is  one su b je ct th a t  so cie ty  t r e a ts  w ith som eth in g  
o f  affability in p ra ctic in g  its  p rin cip le  to  gloss o v er its  
o th e r failings, an d  i t  is a  su b je ct w hich req u ires du e  
a tte n tio n — I  m ean religion .

I n  th is  w ork -a-d ay w orld o f  vicissitu d es an d  tr ia ls ,  
g ro v ellin g  alo n g aB w e a re  w ith m a te ria lis tic  fo rces , 
endow ed with a  sp iritu al n a tu re  w hich ev er ca lls  for  
su sten an ce , th a t  w hich professes to  su p p ly  th e  w an t—  
“  religion  " — is o f  p a ra m o u n t im p o rtan ce  ¡ y e t  th e r e  is 
n o t a  su b ject a ro u n d  w hich th e re  is  eo m uch am b ig u ity , 
w hich is su b ject to  so m u ch  d eb ate , d issectio n , a n d  pol
lu tio n  as  th e  relig ion  o f  to -d ay .

T h e  tr u e  m ean in g  o f  th e  w ord as  foun d in B u c k ’s 
T heological D ictio n ary  is  to  m ak e  tig h t, to  reb in d , th e  
c re a tu r e  to  his C re a to r .

I t  seeks exp ression  in variou s w ays ; a cco rd in g  to  ou r  
d e g re e  o f  d evelop m en t. G o d  is th e  c e n tr e  o f  religion . 
T h e  id ea  o f  G od is in n a te  in th e  hu m an i n t e l l e c t ; th e  
w isdom  o f  a firs t p rin cip le  in n a tu re  is  rev ealed  by  
scien ce , a n d  its  evolu tion  involved b y a r t .  A ll th e  
h eath en  ph ilosoph ers (so  ca lle d ) ta u g h t th e  u n ity  o f  
th is  g r e a t  p rin cip le . C all u p  o b so le te  fo rm s o f  belief, 
and h e re  w e have th e  u n tu to red  sav ag e  d ev elop in g  th e  
glim m erin g s o f  em b ry o n ic  in te lle c t , by p ic tu rin g  his 
d eity  as  som e m ig h ty  p rin cip le  to  he feared  ; h earin g  
h is voice in th e  th u n d e r's  c lap , and th e  m ig h ty  ru sh in g  
o f  th e  m ou n tain  to rr e n t , b efo re  w hich he tre m b le s  and  
divines his d e ity ’s will. T h e  p rin cip le  o f  re lig ion  is 
b u ilt on  th e  bond o f  sy m p ath y  e x is tin g  b etw een  m in d  in  
m an and m ind in G od. T h e  o n e  feels  a f te r  G o d , th e  
o th e r a t t r a c ts  m an to  H im s e lf ; o u tw ard  o b je cts  rev eal  
his w isdom , b u t n o t  his n a tu r e  n o r  w ill co n ce rn in g  m an. 
T h e  m issing link rev elatio n  su p p lies, and I  c a r e  n o t  
w h at form  i t  tak es, b u t fallin g s h o rt  th e re o f , th e  id ea  of  
G od is  red u ced  to  a m ere  m e ta p h y sica l a b s tra c tio n , and  
w e a re  le f t to  e ith e r  a cce p t a  blank n eg atio n  o f  all th a t  
is  good and tr u e  in n a tu re , o r  a c c e p t  th e  reaso n in g s  
o f  ev ery  sy stem  o f  sp ecu la tiv e  th eolo gy.

T h e  c e n tre  o f  religion  is G o d  ; i ts  s u b stra tu m , rev ela 
tio n  ;  i ts  con su m m atio n — th e  p ra c tic e  o f  its  p rin cip les  in  
daily life . A s  I  s ta te d  a t  th e  o u ts e t, i t  is  o f  p aram o u n t  
im p o rta n c e ; for, by a  relig iou s— I  m ean  a  r ig h t relig iou s  
c o u rse  o f  tra in in g , w h ereb y  th e  m o ral n a tu re  o f  y o u th  
is  developed, th e  yo u n g  m an  s ta r ts  in life d eterm in ed  to  
do n o th in g  th a t  will b rin g  d isg race  up on  h is n a m e ; he 
w ill h o ld  in te g rity , u p rig h tn ess , h o n esty  o f  pu rp ose, 
h igh  aim s and asp ira tio n s, as  u n its  in his c h a r a c te r  w hich  
lie  will end eavou r to  c u l t iv a te ; h e  will re v e re n ce  tru th ,  
r ig h t, and ju s t ic e ;  re s p e c t a ll, a n d  m ain ta in  se lf -  
r e s p e c t ;  h e  will hold h im se lf-a lo o f from  all debasing  
p u rsu its  and d eg rad in g  hab its, fro m  sensual in d u lgen ce , 
and th e  a tt ra c tio n s  o f  a  b ar-ro o m , w h ere, a la s !  w e find  
«0 m an y  o f  o u r  y o u n g  m en  ru in in g  th e ir  p h ysical and  
d eb asin g  th e ir  m oral n a tu re . C o n tra s t  th is  w ith th e  
p ic tu re  o f  a  fine m u scu la r  fram e, w ith  co rresp o n d in g  
m e n ta l facu lties, who in a n  evil h o u r gives th e  rein s  to  
h is passion s a n d  is  e v er led  on  .by th em  till  h e  finds him 
s e lf  th e .h o p e le ss  c re a tu r e  o f  sen su ality , bidd en to  do  
w h atev er th e  evil p ro m p tin g s o f  h is  n a tu r e  te ll h im , 
w ith  no m o ral will to  re s is t th e ir  influence ; and w h a t is 
th e  r e s u l t?  F r o m  th e  fine p h ysiq u e, th e  refin ed  m en tal 
q u alities , h e  is  tra n sfo rm e d  in to  a  d eb ilita ted  m ass  o f  
c o rru p tio n , e v e ry  fin e s e n tim e n t stifled  in  i ts  in cep tion , 
to ta lly  in cap ab le  o f  c a rr y in g  on th e  w ork  assig n ed  to  
h im , an d  la y in g  th e  fou n d ation  o f  a n  im b ecile  p o sterity .

W e  a ll  h av e  a  co n scie n ce , an d  to  t r a in  co n s c ie n ce  to  
d isch a rg e  i t s  fu n ctio n s in  a ll th e  d a ily  d u ties  o f  life , is  
th e  im p o rt o f  t r u e  re lig io n .

I t  is  ca re fu lly  e lim in a te d  fro m  th e  fam ily  c ir c le , b e 
c a u s e  p a r e n ts  a r e  o f  d ifferin g  c r e e d s ;  i t  is r ig id ly  
e x clu d e d  fro m  th e  social c ir c le , b e ca u se  s o c ie ty  is  co m 
posed o f  p erso n s w ho d iffer from  e a c h  o t h e r  on  p o in ts  
o f  d o ctrin e  ;  i t  is ex c lu siv e ly  ban ished f ro m  th e  S ta te  
sch o o ls, b e ca u se  d en o m in atio n s d iffer a s  t o  th e  in te r 

re la tio n  o f  th e  S c r ip t u r e s ; i t  is  le f t  to  g e t  a lo n g  a s  
e s t  i t  m ay . B u t  w e w a it fo r  a  tim e  w h en , as  E m e rso n  

say s , “  A  t r u e  C h ris t w ill h e  m ad e by th e  re ce p tio n  o f  
b e a u tifu l sen tim en ts .

E M M A  J A N E  B O Y D .

W E I E D  W O N D E H S .

EXPERIENCE OF POWERS, THE SCULPTOR, WITH SPIRITUAL 
VISITANTS.

D r . B e l l o w s  co n trib u te s  to  A p p leto n 's  J o u r n a l  a  p a p e r  
e n title d  “ S ittin g s  w ith  P o w e rs , th e  S c u lp to r .”  I n  
c o u rse  o f  a  co n v e rsa tio n  M r . P o w e rs  r e la te s  th e  follow 
in g  s p ir itu a lis tic  e x p e r ie n c e s :

T h e se  s p ir itu a lis tic  p h en o m en a h a v e  alw ay s in te re s te d  
m e, a lth o u g h  I  h av e  n e v e r  b een  in  th e  le a s t  ca rie d  a w a y  
b y th e m . I  r e c o lle c t  w e h ad m an y  se a n ce s  a t  m y h o u se  
and o th e rs , w hen H o m e  w as h e re . I  c e r ta in ly  saw , 
u n d e r  c ircu m sta n ce s  w h ere  frau d  o r  co llu sio n , o r  p re 
a r ra n g e m e n t o f  m a ch in e ry , w as im p ossib le , in m y ow n  
h o u se  an d  am o n g  frien d s in ca p a b le  o f  len d in g  th e m 
selves to  im p o stu re , m an y  v e r y  cu r io u s  th in g s . T h a t  

HAND FLOATING IN THE AIR, 
o f  w h ich  a ll th e  w orld h as  h e a rd , I  h a v e  seen . T h e re  
w as n o th in g  b u t  m o o n lig h t in th e  ro o m , i t  is  t r u e ,  and  
th e r e  is  e v e ry  p re su m p tio n  a g a in s t s u c h  p h en o m en a  
u n d e r  su ch  c ircu m sta n ce s . B u t  w h a t y o u  see, y o u  see, 
and m u st b elieve, h o w ever difficult to  a c c o u n t f o r  i t .  I  
r e c o lle c t  th a t  M r . H o m e s a t  o n  m y r ig h t  h an d , an d , 
besid e him , th e re  w e re  s ix  o th e rs  ro u n d  o n e  h alf  o f  a  
c ir cu la r  tab le , th e  e m p ty  h a lf  to w a rd  th e  w indow  a n d  
th e  m o on ligh t.

IT USES A FAN.
A ll o u r  fo u rte e n  h an d s w ere  on  th e  ta b le , w h en  a  

h an d , d e lica te  an d  shad ow y y e t  defined, a p p e a re d , d a n c
in g  slow ly j u s t  th e  o th e r  sid e o f  th e  ta b le , a n d  g ra d u a lly  
cre e p in g  u p  h ig h er, u n til , ab o ve w h a t w ould  h a v e  been  
th e  elb ow , i t  te rm in a te d  in a  m is t . T h is  h an d  slow ly
ca m e  n e a re r  t o  M r s . --------, a t  th e  r ig h t  sid e o f  th e  ta b le ,
and seem ed  to  p a t h e r  fa ce . “  C o u ld  i t  ta k e  a  fa n  ? ”  
c rie d  h e r  h u sb an d . T h re e  rap s  re sp o n d ed  “ y e s ,”  and  
th e  lad y  p u t  a  fan  n e a r  it , w h ich  i t  seem ed  tr y in g  to  
ta.ke. “ G iv e  i t  th e  h a n d le ,"  said  th e  h u sb an d . T h e  
w ife o b ey ed , an d  i t  co m m e n ce d  slow ly fan n in g  h e r  w ith  
m u ch  g r a c e . “  C ou ld  i t  fan  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  co m p a n y  ? '"  
som e o n e  e x c la im e d , w h en  th r e e  ra p s  sign ified  a s se n t,  
a n d  th e  h an d , p assin g  ro u n d , fan n ed  e a ch  o f  th e  com p an y , 
a n d  th e n  slow ly w as lo s t  to  view .

a child-ghost’s hand.
I  fe lt, o n  a n o th e r  o ccasio n , a  l i t t le  h an d — it  w as p ro 

n o u n ced  t h a t  o f  a  lo s t child— p a ttin g  m y  ch eek  a n d  a rm . 
I  to o k  h o ld  o f  i t .  I t  w as w arm , a n d  ev id e n tly  a  ch ild ’s 
h a n d . I  did n o t  loosen  m y hold, b u t  i t  seem ed  to  m e lt  
o u t o f  m y  c lu tc h . M a n y  o th e r  s im ila r  e x p e r ie n ce s  I  
have had . I t  is  in te re s tin g  to  k n ow  th a t  th e  e ffe c t is  
n o t to  c r e a t e  su p e rn a tu ra l te r r o r s  o r  m orb id  fee lin g s. 
M y  ch ild ren , w ho k n ew  a ll a b o u t i t ,  a n d  w e re  p re se n t, 
n e v e r  shew ed a n y  sig n s o f  tre p id a tio n , su ch  as  g h o s t  
s to r ie s  e x c ite  in  sen sitiv e  y o u n g  brain s.

THEORY ABOUT A SPIRITUAL BODY.
I  h a v e  a lw a y s  th o u g h t th a t  th e r e  w as s o m e th in g  y e t  

in exp licab le  a b o u t th e  n erv o u s o rg a n iz a tio n , w h ich  m ig h t  
e v en tu ally  show  u s  to  b e  liv in g  m u ch  n e a r e r  t o  sp ir itu a l  
form s th a n  m o s t b elieve, a n d  th a t  a  n o t  im p o ssib le  o p en 
in g  o i o u r  in n e r  sen ses m ig h t ev en  h e re  en a b le  u s  to  
p erce iv e  th e se  fo rm s. W h e n  w e se e  a  m a n  in  his fleBli 
an d  blood w e  se e  h is  o u tw a rd  ro b e s . I f  h is  n erv o u s  
sy ste m  a lo n e  w ere  d e lica te ly  s e p a ra te d  o u t  fro m  h is  
body, i t  w ould  h av e  th e  p re c ise  fo rm  o f  h is  b o d y , f o r  th e  
n e rv e s  fill n o t  o n ly  e a c h  tissu e  o f  th e  b o d y, b u t e x te n d
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e v e n  to  th e  e n a m e l o f  th e  te e t h  a n d  th e  fibres o f  th e  
hair. T h e r e  is  n o  p a r t  o f  th e  h u m an  fra m e  th a t  is  n o t  
full o f  th e se  in v is ib le  ra m ifica tio n s . Show  u s  a  m an ’s 
n ervo u s sy s te m , an d  film y as  i t  m ig h t be in  p a r ts ,  his  
form  w ould  b e  p e r f e c t ly  re ta in e d , ev en  to  his eyes. 
N o w  th is  is  o n e  g r e a t  s te p  to w a rd  h is sp iritu al body. A  
li ttle  f u r th e r  re fin e m e n t m ig h t b rin g  u s  to  w h a t is 
b en eath  th e  n e rv o u s  s y s te m , th e  sp ir itu a l b o d y , an d  it  
m ig h t s til l  h a v e  th e  p r e c is e  fo rm  o f  th e  m a n . I  believe  
i t  p o ssib le  f o r  th is  b o d y  to  a p p e a r , an d , u n d e r  ce rta in  
s ta te s , to  b e  s e e n . I  do n o t  o fte n  m en tio n  a  w ak ing  
vision  I  e n jo y ed  m o re  th a n  tw e n ty  y e a rs  a g o , b u t  
I  w ill te l l  i t  to  y o u . I t  h ap p en ed  fiv e-an d -tw en ty  y ears_  
ago.

A BEMAHKABLE WAKING VI8ION.

I  h ad  r e tir e d  a t  th e  u su al h o u r, an d , as  I  blew  o u t  th e  
can d le  a n d  g o t  in to  bed , I  lo o k ed  u p o n  o u r  in fa n t child , 
sleep in g  c a lm ly  g n  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  i ts  m o th e r, w ho also  
w as sou n d  a s le e p . A s  I  la y  b ro ad  aw ak e , th in k in g  o f  
m any th in g s, I  b e ca m e  su d d en ly  co n scio u s  o f  a  s tro n g  
lig h t in th e  ro o m , a n d  th o u g h t I  m u s t h av e  fo rg o tte n  to  
blow  o u t  th e  ca n d le . I  lo o k e d  a t  th e  cau d le , b u t  th e  
can d le  w as o u t .  S till , th e  lig h t in cre a se d , and I  began  
to  fe a r  so m eth in g  w as on  f ire  in  th e  room , a n d  I  looked  
o v er to w a rd  m y  w ife’s sid e to  se e  if  i t  w e re  so. T h e re  
w as n o  s ig n  o f  f ire , b u t, as  I  c a s t  m y  e y e s  u p w ard , a n d  
as  i t  w ere  to  th e  b a ck  o f  th e  bed , I  saw  a  g re e n  hillside, 
on  w hich tw o  b r ig h t  fig u res , a  y o u n g  m an a n d  a  y o u n g  
w om an , th e i r  a rm s  a c ro ss  e a c h  o th e r ’s  sh o u ld ers , w ere  
s ta n d in g  a n d  lo o k in g  dow n, w ith  c o u n te n a n ce s  fu ll o f  
lo ve and g r a c e , u p o n  o u r  s le e p in g  in fa n t.

A LOOK INTO THE 8 P IE IT  LAND.

A  g lo rio u s  b r ig h tn e ss  se e m e d  to  c lo th e  th e m  a n d  to  
sh in e in u p o n  th e  ro o m . T h in k in g  i t  p o ssib le  th a t  I  
w as d ream in g , a n d  m e re ly  fa n cy in g  m y se lf  aw ak e , (f o r  
th e  vision van ish ed  in  a b o u t th e  tim e  I  have b een  te llin g  
y o u  th e  s to r y  a n d  l e f t  m e  w o n d e rin g .) 1  f e l t  m y  p u lse  
to  see  w h e th e r  I  h ad  a n y  fe v e r. M y  p u lse  w as as  calm  
as  a  c lo ck . I  n e v e r  w as b ro a d e r  a w ak e  in  m y life , a n d  I  
said  to  m yself, “ T h a n k  G o d , w h a t I  h a v e  b een  lo n gin g  
fo r  y e a rs  to  e n jo y  h as  a t  le n g th  b e e n  g ra n te d  m e, a  
d ire c t  lo ok  in to  S p ir it- la n d  1 I  w as so m oved b y  th e  
reflec tio n s  e x c ite d  b y  th is  e x p e r ie n ce , t h a t  I  co u ld  n o t  
re s tra in  m y se lf  f ro m  a w a k e n in g  m y  w ife  an d  te llin g  h e r  
w h a t had h ap p en ed . S h e  in s ta n tly  fold ed h e r  ch ild  to  
h er b o so m , w eep in g , an d  s a i d : “  A n d  is  o u r  d arlin g, 
th en , so so o n  t o  b e  ta k e n  fro m  u s  ?  ”  I  pacified h e r  by  
to llin g  h e r  t h a t  th e r e  w as n o  ev il om en  in  th e  vision I  
h ad seen  ; th a t  th e  c o u n te n a n c e s  o f  th e  h eav en ly  v isi
ta n ts  e x p re sse d  o n ly  p e a c e  a n d  jo y , a n d  th a t  th e re  w as  
n o th in g  to  d re a d  o f  h a rm  to  o u r  ch ild . A n d  so  w e  
foun d i t .  I  h a v e  lo n g ed  m u ch  s in c e  to  h av e  a  
sim ilar e x p e r ie n c e , b u t  I  n e v e r  h ad it .

MRS. BAMFORD’S SEANCES.

S o m e  th rjie  m o n th s  s in c e  M r s . B a m fo rd , lo n g  an d  fa v o r
a b ly  k n o w n  in  th e  C a s tle m a in e  d is t r i c t  as  a  tr a n c e -  
sp eak in g  m ed iu m , b u t  r e c e n tly  s e tt le d  in  M e lb o u rn e , 
p la ce d  h e r  m ed iu m sh ip  a t  th e  s e rv ice  o f  th e  V ic to ria n  
A s s o c ia tio n  o f  S p ir itu a lis ts , a n d  th e  sé a n ce s  w e re  g iven  
to  i ts  m e m b e rs , a t  f irs t  iu  th e  L i b r a r y  a n d  su b seq u en tly  
in  a  la r g e r  ro o m  a t  th e  T e m p e ra n ce  H a l l .  A  d esire  
b ein g  e x p re s se d  b y  m e m b e rs  to  b rin g  th e ir  frie n d s , M rs . 
B .  co n se n te d  t o  g iv e  th r e e  sem i-p u b lic  sé a n ce s , a t  w hich  
a  c h a r g e  sh ou ld  b e  m a d e , th e  w h ole o f  w h ich  sh ou ld  be  
ad d ed  to  th e  fu n d s  o f  th e  A s s o c ia tio n . T h e  th ird  o f  
th e se  w as g iv e n  o n  M o n d a y  la s t ,  th e  ro o m  o n  th is  as  
w ell as  th e  p re v io u s  o cca sio n s  h ein g  w ell filled . T h e  
co n tro llin g  s p ir it  g a v e  a n  im p re ssiv e  in v o ca tio n , ca llin g  
u p o n  th e  s p ir it  o f  lo v e , t r u t h ,  a n d  life  to  send h is  m in is
te r in g  a n g e ls  t o  im p a r t  th e  lig h t o f  h is  w isd om . O n e  
o f  th e  le a d in g  c o n tr o ls  o f  th e  m ed iu m  th e n  to o k  p o sse s
sio n , an d  in v ite d  a n y  p r e s e n t  w ho d esired  in fo rm atio n  
as  to  th e i r  c a p a c itie s  fo r  m ed iu m sh ip , e tc . ,  to  c o m e  fo r
w ard  ; a n d  so m e e ig h t o r  n in e o f  th e  au d ie n ce  resp o n d ed , 
a n d  a p p e a re d  satisfied  w ith  th e  in fo rm atio n  given — o n e

f.'en tlem an  w h o c a lle d  on  u s  th e  fo llo w in g  m o rn in g  te l -  
ing u s  o f  a  t e s t  w h ich  h ad b een  in cid e n ta lly  g iven  him . 

T h e  s é a n c e  co n c lu d e d  w ith  a n  a d d re ss  by th e  c o n tro l-

tin g  s p ir it  on  th e  n e ce ssity  o f  asp irin g  fo r  m o re  and  
m o re  kn ow ledge ; b ein g  e a r n e s t in a ll th e y  u n d erto o k , 
a n d  seek in g  to  b rin g  th em selves n e a re r  to  th a t  G re a t  
P o w e r from  w h en ce th e y  sp ran g .

T h ese  sé a n ce s  have e x cite d  con sid erab le  in te re s t , and  
w ill add ab o u t s ix  pounds to  th e  funds o f  th e  A sso cia 
t io n .

“ T H E  V O I C E  O F  A N G E L S .’’

W e  h av e  b efore alluded to  th is u n iq u e p ap er, ed ited  
and m anaged by disem bodied sp irits , fo r  whom  M r. D .
C . D en sm o re  is  am anuen sis an d  pu blisher. I t  has now  
firm ly established itself, and is in its  fo u rth  y e a r  o f  issue, 
T h e  co n trib u to rs  a re  p rin cp ally  den izen s o f  th e  s p ir it  
w o rld , b u t a p p ro p ria te  e x tr a c ts  from  o th e r  jo u rn a ls , and  
co rresp o n d en ce  fro m  frien ds find a  p lace  in  i ts  co lu m n s. 
P erio d ica l c irc le s  a re  held a t  which M iss M . T . S h elh am er  
allow s h e rse lf  to  be co n tro lled  b y sp irits  w ish in g to  Bend 
m essages to  th e ir  frien d s on  e a r th . T h ese  m essag es  a r e  
published in its  colu m n s, and th e  verificatio n s o f  th em  
a re  n u m ero u s. A m on g st th o se  in th e  issu e  o f  A u g u s t  
1 8 th , is  th e  fo llo w in g  beautiful p o etical one fro m  P e a ce  
H a z a rd  to  h e r  fa th e r , T .  R .  H a z a rd  w ell-k n ow n  as  an  
e a r n e s t  w o rk er in  th e  S p iritu alis tic  field :—

Tin; Summer time is here, with buds and flowers,
And every tint of glistening, living green :

And bending 'neath the weight of crystal showers,
The perfumed blossoms beautify the scene ;

The streamlets rush in gladness to the river,
The sunlight smiles in glory over all,

The green leaves of the trees are all aquiver,
Where merry songsters through the silence call.

And from each beauty thus spread out before us 
We gather something pleasant, pure and sweet—

From star-beams, still for ever shining o'er us,
To daisies sweetly blowing at our feet;

And weaving all in robes of golden splendor,
We come to bless the spirit of our sire 

With happy, peaceful hours, so sweet and tender,
That warm his soul with Love’s immortal fire.

Not long we wait to give his spirit greeting;
E’en now for him the gates are open wide;

But by-and-bye will come that heavenly meeting,
When we shall greet him on the other side.

Press on, dear father, in your works of kindness ;
The angels bless you with immortal love;

And they who see not for their earthly blindness,
Shall recognise your worth in worlds above.

D R . S L A D E , A  W O M A N .

A b o u t  a  m o n th  s in ce , th e  H e r a ld  ¡p u b lish ed  a  stup id  
“  c a n a rd ”  a b o u t D r . S lad e being a  w om an , a n d  find ing i t  
ca u se d  som e e x c ite m e n t, follow ed i t  w ith  a  c ircu m s ta n 
tia l a c c o u n t o f  th e  d isco v ery  fu rn ish ed  b y a  m y th ical  
fe llo w -p assen g er o f  D r .  S la d e 's , on  his la s t  voyage. I n  
view  o f  th e  r e c e n t  D e  L a c y  E v a n s ’ ca se , m an y  peo p le  
who w e re  b u t  su p erficially  a cq u a in te d  w ith  D r. S lad e  
w e re  c re d u lo u s  en o u gh  to  tak e  th e  r e p o r t  f o r  a  f a c t ,  
a n d  a  la rg e ly  in cre a se d  sa le  o f  th e  p a p e r  en su ed . 8 o  
f a r  th e  m ove has p aid , b u t  i f  D r. S . sh ou ld  r e tu r n  h ere , 
w h ich  is  n o t  im prob able, a n  actio n  fo r  s la n d e r m igh t 
m ak e i t  u n p rofitab le  to  th e  p ro p rie to rs.

“ T H E  S P I R I T U A L I S M  O F  T H E  B I B L E  I D E N 
T I C A L  W I T H  M O D E R N  ¡S P I R I T U A L I S M .”

I n  o u r  la s t  w e g a v e  a  b r ie f  sk e tch  o f  th e  ab o v e  le c tu re ,  
w h ich  h as  sin ce  b een  p u b lish ed  in  p am p h let form , m ak in g  
th ir ty -se v e n  p a g e s  o f  c lo sely  p rin ted  m a tte r . M r . C u rtis ,  
a f te r  show ing th e  ra tio n a lity  o f  S p iritu alism , p rov es v e ry  
c le a rly  th e  a n a lo g y  b etw een  i t  and th e  v a rio u s  m an ifes
ta t io n s  re co rd e d  in  th e  O ld  a n d  N e w  T e s ta m e n ts . H is  
ow n  e x p e rie n ce s , w hich a r e  re m a rk a b le , a r e  su p p le
m en ted  b y th e  evid en ce o f  o th e r  in v e stig a to rs , a n a  his  
p o sitio n  s tre n g th e n e d  b y  th e  in fo rm atio n  be h as d eriv ed  
f ro m  assidu ous a n d  e x te n siv e  re se a rch . T h e  p a m p h le t is  
a  u sefu l o n e  to  c ir c u la te  a m o n g st th o se  w ho a r e  ig n o r a n t  
of, o r  p re ju d ice d  a g a in s t, S p iritu alism .
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R E A S O N S  W H Y  S P I R I T U A L I S M  S H O U L D  B E  

I N V E S T I G A T E D .

B T  J .  T T E H M A N .

I t  is asto n ish in g  how  few  o f  th e  avow ed o p p o n en ts  o f  
S p iritu alism  have fairly  and fu lly  in v e stig a te d  i ts  claim s. 
1 have scarco ly  e v er m et o n e  who co u ld  h o n estly  say  ho 
h ad done s o ;  an d  I  h av e  g e n e ra lly  foun d th a t  th e y  
who a r e  lo u d est in th e ir  con d em n atio n  o f  i t ,  know  le a s t  
a b o u t th e  g en u in e  th in g  itse lf . W ith o u t  h av in g visited  
o u e  o f i ts  m ediu m s, o r  w itn essed  a n y  o f  i ts  p h enom en a, 
and w ith h ard ly  kn ow ing a u y th in g  o f  i ts  li te ra tu re , th ey  
ta k e  upon th em selv es to  e n tire ly  cond em n it . T h is  
ce rta in ly  is u n ju st, and th e  co n d em n atio n  o f  such p a rtie s  is 
w o rth less. N o  con d em n atio n  is e n title d  to  th e  le a s t  
re s p e c t th a t  is n o t based upon an  iu tim ate  k n ow led ge  
o f  th e  th in g  cond em n ed. A ll th a t  S p iritu a lis ts  ask  is 
a  th orough and im p artial in v estig a tio n  o f  th e  m ovem en t  
b efore a  d ecid ed and final opiniou is exp ressed  as  to  its  
claim s. A m o n g  o th e r  reaso n s th a t  m ig h t be u rg ed  for  
its  in v estig a tio n  I  will very  briefly m en tion  th e  fo l
lo w in g :—

F i r s t :  i f  e ith e r  a  delusion o r  a  frau d , o r  a  m ix tu re  o f  
b o th  ; th is  should bo proved , and ap p ro p ria te  effo rts  p u t  
fo rth  to  d estro y  it, as  a  n ecessarily  m isch ievo u s sy stem . 
B u t  su ch  p ro o f c a n  on ly  be o b ta in ed  b y ca re fu lly  
exam in in g  th e  th in g . H a v e  th o se  w ho op p ose i t  on  
th is  grou n d  proved th a t  i ts  a lleged  p h en o m en a do n o t  
ta k e  p l a c e ; th a t  no gen u in e co m m u n ica tio n s  a re  
o b tain ed  from  d e p a rte d  s p ir i t s ; th a t  a ll m ediu m s a r e  
e ith e r  w ilful im p o stors, o r  th e  du pes o f  a  s tra n g e  d elu 
sion  P I f  th ey  have n o t— a n d  th e y  c a n n o t if  th e y  have  
n o t p erso n ally  in v estig a ted  i t — th e ir  o p p osition  is 
u t te r ly  u n w arran ted . F a c t s  an d  n o t  fa n c ie s  sh ou ld  be 
th e  basis o f  th e ir  opinion.

S e c o n d : if its  p h en o m en a a r e  p u re ly  th e  r e s u lt  o f  
p h ysical a n d  m un d an e ca u se s , i t  is  w o rth  in v estig atio n  
on scien tific  g ro u n d s. T h a t m an y  o f  i ts  a lle g e d  ph e
n o m en a  a r e  g en u in e  c a n n o t reaso n ab ly  be den ied . I t  
is  f a r  m o re  in credible th a t  so m an y w itn esses to  its  fa cts  
a r e  e ith e r  d eceiv ers o r d eceiv ed , th an  th a t  th o se  fa c ts  
a c tu a lly  o c c u r ; an d  if  th e y  do o c c u r  th e y  a r e  ce rta in ly  
v e ry  e x tra o rd in a ry  and su g g estiv e . I f  th e re  is  no 
evid en ce o f  s p ir it  a g e n cy  in th e ir  p ro d u ctio n , th e y  m u st  
b e  exp lain ed  on som e o th e r  th e o ry . T h ey  in d ica te  law s  
and fo rc e s  o f w h ich  m an  h as h ith e r to  b een  ig n o ran t. 
T h ey  a r e  a  n ew  re v e la tio n  o f  n a tu r e 's  s e c r e ts ,  an d  
su g g e st th e  p ossib ility  o f  still g r a n d e r  d iscov eries. A n d  
th erefo re , a p a r t  fro m  th e  sp iritu a l h y p o th esis  as  to  th e ir  
o rig in , th e y  a r e  o f  g r e a t  and g ro w iu g  in te r e s t  to  scien ce  
i t s e l f ; a n d  f o r  th is  reaso n , if  fo r  no o th e r , th e y  o u g h t  
to  be fully exam in ed .

T h ir d : if  tr u e , S p iritu alism  th ro w s a  flood o f  lig h t  
on m an y d a rk  p ages o f  th e  p a s t, an d  affords a  ra tio n al  
so lu tio n  o f  som e h isto rica l p ro b lem s w hich h a v e  h ith e rto  
defied a  s a tis fa c to ry  exp lan atio n . I  v e n tu re  to  fa y  th a t  
i t  will be foun d on  in v estig atio n  to  b e  m u ch  m o re  th an  
th e  d iscov ery o f  new  law s and fo rc e s , an d  th a t  scien ce  
c a n n o t exp la in  all i ts  p h enom en a on  n a tu r a l  p rin cip les. 
'I he u n m istak ab le evid en ce o f  co n scio u s life  a n d  in te lli
g e n ce  w h ich  m an y  o f  its  p h en o m en a su p p ly , th e  p ersis
te n c y  w ith  w h ich  th a t  in te llig en ce  claim s to  e m an ate  
from  disem bodied h u m an  sp irits , a n d  th e  w ell a u th e n 
ti c a te d  in sta n ce s  in w h ich  th o se  sp irits  h a v e  been id e n 
tified , w ill com p el th e  adoption  o f  th e  sp iritu a l  
h y p o th e sis  as  th e  o n ly  sa tis fa c to ry  ex p la n a tio n  o f  th e  
s y s te m  as  a  w hole. T h e  m in istry  o f  a n g els  will th u s  bo 
p ro v e d  to  be a  f a c t ; th e  a c tiv e  in te r e s t  o f  d ep arted  
sp irits  in  th e  p re s e n t w orld  w ill b e  d e m o n stra te d , and  
th e  k ey  w ill be fu rn ish ed  to  m an y  o f  th e  m y ste rie s  of 
th e  p a s t. M r . W a lla c e  h as  p o in ted  o u t  a  n u m b e r  o f  
th in g s  o f  th is  c h a r a c te r  o f  w hich S p iritu alism  affords  
a .  reaso n ab le  e x p la n a tio n . T h e  v o ice  th a t  S o cra te s  
h eard  w as n o  d o u b t th a t  o f  h is g u a rd ia n  an g e l. T h e  
D e lp h ic  a n d  o th e r  o ra c le s  o f  a n tiq u ity  in  a ll p ro b a
b ility  r e s te d  on  a  basis o f  t r u t h .  T h e re  w ere  m edium s  
th ro u g h  w hom  sp irits  s p o k e ; b u t th e  th in g  w as n o t  well 
u n d e rsto o d , a n d  w as o fte n  m u ch  ab u sed . M a n y  o f  th e  
e x tr a o r d in a ry  e v e n ts  re co rd e d  in  th e  B ib le  b eco m e  
c re d ib le  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  w h a t is  n o w  ta k in g  p la ce . T h e  
a lle g e d  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  sp ir itu a l b ein g s to  som e o f  th e

a n c ie n ts  m ay  b e  re g a rd e d  as  h ig h ly  p r o b a b le ; a n d  a  
n u m b e r  o f  th e  so -ca lle d  m ira c le s , w h ich  a r e  su ch  a  diffi
c u l t y  to  th e  th e o lo g ia n , an d  a  s tu m b lin g -b lo ck  t o  th e  
m a te ria lis tic  s c ie n tis t , ca n  s til l  b e  b elieved  in . S o m e o f  
th e  w o n d ers said to  h av e  ta k e n  p la ce  in  th e  C a th o lic  
C h u rch , w h ich  P r o te s ta n ts  d e n o u n ce  as  f ra u d s , n o  d o u b t  
a c tu a l ly  o c c u rre d . W it c h c r a f t  w ill b e  fou n d  to  co n ta in  
a n  e le m e n t o f  t r u th . I t  w as a  p re m a tu re  a t t e m p t  o f  
th e  o th e r  w o rld  to  o p en  u p  r e g u la r  c o m m u n ica tio n  w ith  
th is . M a n y  c a se s  o f  a lle g e d  a p p a ritio n s  w ill b eco m e  
b elievab le, a n d  s to rie s  o f  h a u n te d  h o u se s  w ill n o t  be  
fou n d  so d e s titu te  o f  t r u t h  as  m o s t p eo p le  im ag in e . 
A n d , finally , a n sw e rs  t o  p r a y e r  c a n  b e  m u ch  b e t te r  
e x p la in e d  o n  th e  th e o ry  o f  B pirit a g e n cy  th a n  on  th a t  o f  
th e  d i r e c t  in te rfe re n c e  o f  a  p e rso n a l G o d . A n d  su re ly  
a  s y s te m  w h ich  th u s  on re a so n a b le  p r in cip le s  so lv es  so  
m a n y  difficulties, is  a t  le a s t  e n title d  to  r e s p e c tfu l  in v e s 
tig a tio n .

(T o  be co n tin u ed ,.)  "

T H E  M I S T A K E S  O F  M O S E S .

T h e  above is  th e  t i t le  o f  o n e  o f  C olo n el R o b e r t  I n g e r s o l ’s  
r e c e n t  le c tu re s , w h ich  h as  b een  r e p r in te d  b y  M r .  
B ra ith w a ite  o f  D u n ed in . I t  is  a  co m m o n  sen se  c r i tic is m  
o f  th e  books a tt r ib u te d  t o  M o ses  a n d  v iew ed  in  th is  
a s p e c t, m an y  o f  th e  e v e n ts  r e la te d  in th e  s c r ip tu re s  
a p p e a r  e x tre m e ly  lu d icro u s  a n d  p alp ab ly  e rro n e o u s . 
C olo n el I n g e r s o l d isclaim s a n y  in te n tio n  o f  in te rfe r in g  
w ith  th e  re lig io u s fa ith  o f  o th e rs , a n d  sa y s  h e  w ish es  to  
“  broad en  th e  in te lle c tu a l h o rizon  o f  th e  p e o p le .”  H e  
w an ts  i t  so th a t  w e c a n  differ on  re lig io u s  q u estio n s and  
y e t  g ra sp  e a ch  o th e rs  h an d s in  g e n u in e  frien d sh ip . 
A p ro p o s o f  his s in ce rity  in  th is  re sp e c t , w e r e p r in t  from  
th e  S h a k e r  M a n ifesto  th e  fo llo w in g :—

"  T h e  E f f e c t s  o f  L o v e .— When Bev. Dr. Alexander Clark’s 
death was announced, the A lb a n y  E x jir c s s  stated that he was 
the only known orthodox minister who ever took a friendly 
interest in the sceptic and spoke good, words for him. And that 
Col. Ingersoll appreciated the man and his great-heartedness, read 
these feeling extracts from his tribute to the lale Pittsburg 
editor:

Upon the grave of the Bev. Alexander Clark I  wish to place 
one flower. Utterly destitute of cold dogmatic pride that often 
passes for the love of God, without the arrogance of the elect”— 
simple, free and kind—this earnest man made me his friend by 
being mine. I  forgot that he was a Christian, and he seemed to 
forget that I  was not, while each remembered that the other was 
a man. He believed in the power of kindness, and spanned with 
divine sympathy the hideous gulf that separated the fallen from 
the pure. Giving freely to others the rights that he claimed for 
himself, it never occurred to him that his God hated a brave and 
honest unbeliever. With the generosity of an honest man, he 
accorded to all the fullest liberty of thought, knowing, as he did, 
that in the realm of thought, a chain is but a curse. For this 
man I  entertained the profoundest respect. In  spite of the taunts 
and jeers of his brethren, he publicly proclaimed that he would 
treat infidels with fairness and respect; that he would endeavour 
to convince them by argument and win them with love. He 
insisted that the God he worshipped loved the well-being of even 
an ntheist. In this grand position he stood almost alone. Tender 
just and loving, where others were harsh, vindictive and cruel, he 
challenged the respect and admiration of every honest man. He 
admitted that I  had not lost and could not lose a single right by 
the expression of my honest thought. Neither did he believe 
that a servant could win the respect of a generous master by 
persecuting and maligning those whom the master would willingly 
forgive. His sympathies were not confined within the prison of 
a creed, but ran out and over the walls like vines, hiding the 
cruel rocks and rusted bars with leaf and flower. Ho could not 
echo with his heart the fiendish sentence of eternal fire. In  spite 
of book and creed, he “ read between the lines” the words of 
tenderness and love, with promises for all the world. Above 
beyond the dogmas of the church—humane even to the verge of 
heresy—causing some to doubt his love of God because he failed 
to hate his unbelieving fellow men, he laboured for the welfare 
of mankind, and to his work gave up his life with all his heart."
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A  W O M A N  D I E S  A N D  C O M E S  T O  L I F E  A G A I N .

T H E  S T R A N G E  8 T O B Y  O P  H E E  E X P E R I E N C E S  I N  T H E  O T H E R  

W O R L D .

M r s . D i a n a  P o w e l l s o n ,  w idow  o f  th e  la te  T hom as  
P o w ellso n , re s id e s  u p o n  la n d  r e n te d  from  M r . W illiam  
C h ick , seven  o r  e ig h t  m iles  so u th w e st o f  K a n s a s  C ity . 
S h e  is  fo rty -o n e  y e a r s  o f  a g e , an d  th e  m o th e r  o f  nine  
ch ild ren . U p  t o  th r e e  y e a r s  a g o  sh e  h ad  b een  a  re m a rk 
a b ly  v ig o ro u s w o m an . O n  th e  1 s t  o f  A u g u s t , 1 8 7 6 , a  
p re m a tu re  la b o u r  in d u ce d  th e  d isease w h ich  culm in ated  
in w h a t w as su p p o sed  t o  b e  d e a th . A t  o n e  tim e , D r. 
T h o rn e , su p p o sin g  h is  p a t ie n t  w o u ld  so o n  d ie , rem ain ed  
w ith  h e r . T h e  p u lse  w as th e n  ra n g in g  a t  1 1 0 ;  th e  r e s 
p ira tio n  1 6  p e r  m in u te . C old , c lam m y  p ersp ira tio n  all 
o v e r  th e  b o d y , e y e b a lls  th ro w n  b ack w ard  an d  u p w a r d ; 
no actio n  w h a te v e r  o f  th e  d ia p h ra g m  ; sh e  h ad  been  
blind fo r  se v e ra l d a y s  ; th in g s  co n tin u e d  in th is  co u rse  
w ith o u t m u ch  c h a n g e  u n til  o n e  o ’c lo ck  in th e  m orn in g, 
w hen sh e  d ied . T h e  sp asm s o f th e  n e ck  a n d  han ds now  
r e la x e d , th e  h e a d  d ro p p ed  fo rw ard  u p o n  th e  b re a s t, th e  
ey elid s  re su m e d  th e i r  n o rm a l p o sitio n , th e  p u p ils  w ere  
d ila ted , a n d  th e  film  g a th e re d  u p o n  th e  ey es . T h e  
w om an w as d ead . A  c u r r e n t  o f  e le c tr ic ity  p assed  from  
th e  b a se  o f  th e  b ra in  t o  th e  lo w er p o rtio n  o f th e  back  
failed to  rev iv e  h e r . S h e  d id , h o w ev er, finally revive, 
o n ly  to  p a ss  th ro u g h  a n o th e r  c h a n g e  ca lled  d eath , finally  
rev iv in g  ag a in .

n E R  S T A T E M E N T .

O u r  r e p o r te r  v isite d  th e  b ed side o f  th e  lad y , in co m 
p an y  w ith  D r .  T h o rn e . H e r  s to r y  is  as  fo llo w s :—

“ I  h av e  b een  a  p ro fessed  C h ris tia n  fo r  m an y  years. 
So m e tim e  in  1 8 7 7  I  jo in e d  th e  M e th o d is t C h u rch  
S o u th . I  am  a  fu ll b e lie v e r  in  C h ris tia n ity . T h e  s ta te 
m e n t t h a t  I  a m  a b o u t to  m a k e  is  s tr a n g e r  to  m e th a n  it  
c a n  be to  y o u .

“  O n  th e  n ig h t o f  m y  f irs t  d y in g , th e  m o re  I  died, th e  
less  p ain  I  f e l t .  I  w as so h ap p y  a t  g o in g  (o h  1 s ir , I  
su ffered  so m uch,) ; fe lt n o  m ise ry  o f  a n y  kind ; p ain  in  
th e  h ead  a ll g o n e  ; i t  seem ed  th a t  I  lo s t a ll c o n sc io u s 
n e ss  b u t  fo r  a  m o m e n t ; w h en  I  c a m e  to  m y  senses  
a g a in  I  k n ew  I  w as d ead , b u t  e v e ry th in g  w as v e ry  d ark  
t o  m e. x  th o u g h t I  w as s til l  blind. I  b ecam e filled  
w ith te r r o r ,  a n tic ip a tin g  th e  w o rs t. M y  hu sband (w ho  
d ied  in  1 8 7 6 )  soon , h o w ev er, to o k  hold o f  m e. H e  to ld  
m e  I  w as on  th e  w ro n g  r o a d . O th e rs  o f  m y  d ep arted  
frien d s a n d  fa m ily  did th e  sam e. T h e  d a rk n e ss  su d 
d en ly  v an ish ed . I  saw  a ll m y frien d s and m illions o f  
o th e rs . I  saw  h ills  an d  v alley s, tre e s  an d  flow ers, r iv ers, 
se a s , la k e s  a n d  b ird s , a n d  h e a rd  su ch  m u sic  as  I  ca n n o t  
d e scrib e . T h e  p e o p le  w e re  n o t  w h a t I  e x p e c te d  t o  see. 
T h e y  w e re  o rd in a ry  m en  a n d  w o m en . So m e w ere  
b r ig h t an d  b eau tifu l, a n d  o th e rs  w ere  le a n  and m iserab le  
lo ok in g . I  saw  th e i r  h o m es. T h e y  lived  in  co m m u 
n itie s . A ll w e re  m u ch  m o re  b e a u tifu l th a n  an y  we 
h av e, b u t  so m e w e re  n o t  so  b eau tifu l a s  o th e rs . I  saw  
m an y  b r ig h t  sp ir its , b u t  w as v e ry  m u ch  su rp rised  th a t  

r  T H E Y  H A D  N O  W I N G S .

M y  frien d s le d  m e fro m  th e  d a rk  p la ce  in to  th e  lig h t. I  
d id  n o t  co m e  th ro u g h  th is  d a rk  p la ce  a n y  m o re , e ith e r  
iu  co m in g  b a c k  o r  r e tu r n in g  a t  a n y  tim e . I  saw  m any  
m e e tin g s  o r  c o n g re g a tio n s , b u t  did n o t  le a rn  w h a t th e y  
w e re  do in g . I  th o u g h t I  w as a t  h o m e, b u t  w as to ld  th a t  
I  m u st r e tu r n  t o  m y  body ag a in . M y  husband to ld  m e  
th is . I  c r ie d  a n d  w as v e ry  m u ch  a n g e re d  a t  him  and  
s ti l l  am  f o r  se n d in g  m e b ack . I  lo n g  to  be in  th a t  
b e a u tifu l h o m e t h a t  th e y  to ld  m e  w as m ine. M y  h u s 
b an d  s e n t  a  m e ss a g e  to  h is so n  an d  to  m y  ch ild ren  by  
m e.

M e ssa g e s  w e re  a lso  s e n t b y  m an y  o th e rs . I  w as 
afra id  o f  so m e sp irits , w ho lo ok ed  d ark  and forb id d in g , 
w h ile  o th e rs  w e re  so  b r ig h t, b e a u tifu l, a n d  kind. W h e n  
I  w as th e r e  a  la r g e  c o n c o u rs e  g a th e re d  aro u n d  m e. I  did 
n o t k n ow  I  sh o u ld  r e tu r n  t o  e a r th  till  I  w as to ld  so by  
m y h u sb a n d . H e  w as s ix ty -s e v e n  w hen h e  died, th ou g h  
h e  n o w  lo o k s in  th e  p rim e  o f  life. M y 'tw o  ch ild ren  
w e re  w ith  th e ir  f a th e r . I  w as v e ry  su rp rised  a t  th is ; I  
h ad k n ow n  o n ly  o n e ; o n e  ch ild  w as b o rn  d ead , p re m a 
tu re ly , in  A u g u s t , 1 8 7 6 ;  i t  w as v e ry  re jo iced  to  se e  m e.
I  c a n n o t co m p a re  i t  t o  an y  a g e , i t  differs from  e a r th , b u t

still a  sm all child . I  f e lt  all a  m o th e r’s  lo ve fo r  th a t  
ch ild , w hich I  did n o t th in k  I  p o ssessed . M y  b o y , one  
y e a r  old, died fifteen  y e a rs  a g o ; he is  now  a  y o u n g  m an  
and knew  m e.

S p irits  d o n o t  s in g  lik e  w e d o ; m u ch  n ic e r . I  saw  
som e sp irits  who looked rep u lsive  and d ark . T h e  c lo th 
in g  o f  a ll w as o f  th e  flowing o r  rob e k in d . N o  v o ice  is 
used by sp irits . I  u n d erstood  th em  m o re  p e rfe c tly  
w ith o u t w ord s. I  read  th e ir  th o u g h ts  ;  i t  ie m o re  p e r
fe c t  lan g u ag e  th a n  o u rs . T h e y  to ld  m e to  co m e back to  
e a rth  f o r  th re e  o r  fo u r y e a rs  w ith m y li ttle  ch ild ren  
who a r e  h ere , u n less I  w as dissatisfied . I  p rom ised  to  
do so.

I  exp ected
T O  M E E T  C H R I S T .

b u t did n o t  do so. T h e y  to ld  m e th a t  th is  w as w h y I  
w as in  th e  d ark . I  know  now th a t  I  m u st d ep end up on  
m yself. W e  a re  ov er th e re  as  w e a r e  h ere . W e  m ak e  
o u r  ow n hap piness. I  did n o t  find a n y  h eav en  o r  hell, 
o n ly  life, m o re  p e rfe c t a n d  b e a u tifu l th a n  th is . T h is is 
n o t life  a t  a ll. W h a t  I  now re la te  is as  c le a r  to  m y  
m em o ry  as  a n y th in g  in  life can  be.

I n  d y in g , a f te r  th e  first tim e , I  did n o t  lose co n scio u s
n ess . I  seem ed to  fad e fro m  one life in to  a n o th e r . I  
n o w  o fte n  see  sp irits  a ro u n d  m e, b u t c a n n o t sp eak  to  
th e m  o r  th e y  to  m e. T h e y  show  m e flow ers w h ich  a r e  
m o re  b e a u tifu l th a n  o u rs . S p irits  to ld  m e th a t  th e y  
had t o  r e p e n t o f  th e ir  sin s o v er th e re  b efore  th e y  co u ld  
ad v an ce . T ill th e y  did th is  th e y  w ere  u n h ap p y. I  w as  
m u ch  su rp rised  w hen I  f irs t  w e n t th e re  a t  seein g  a  
s p ir it  w h ich  I  to o k  to  b e  G od . A n d  I  afterw ard s  
su p p osed  i t  w as J e s u s  C h ris t, b u t who w as on ly  a  b rig h t  
s p ir it  te a ch in g  th e  o th e rs  I  saw  m any such a f te rw a rd s ; 
th e y  d o n 't  seem  to  b elo n g  to  th e  r e s t  a t  a ll. E v ery b o d y  
is  e n g ag ed  in learn in g  and g ro w in g  b rig h te r , so th e y  
to ld  m e .”

T h e  fa c ts  and p a r ticu la rs  o f  th is  s tra n g e  d eath  w ere  
verified  b y th e  peo p le o f  E o se d a le  g e n e ra lly . M o re  
p a rticu la rly  w as th e  a c co u n t su b stan tia ted  b y M rs. 
K i t t i e  P o w ellso n , s is ter-in -law  t o  th e  lad y, and M iss E .  
P o w ellso n , th e  d a u g h te r ; M rs . J o h n  H ad d o ck , M rs. 
J a s .  W ilso n , M rs . C allen b u rg h er, M r. B a ird , p ra c tic in g  
p h y sician  in  E o se d a le , and m an y  o th e rs  who h a v e  been  
co n s ta n tly  a tte n d in g  her.

D r .  T h o rn e  called  in  co n su lta tio n  D r . H alley , o f  
K a n sa s  C ity , w ho m ade a  th o ro u g h  in v estig atio n  o f  th e  
cá se . D r .  B a ird  has also  b een  a  w itn ess o f  m an y o f th e  
p h en o m en a.— B elig io -P h ilo so p h ica l J o u rn a l .

P h ilad elp h ia , P a ., J u ly  9 ,  1 8 7 9 .

Q U E S T I O N S  C O N C E E N I N G  C H E I S T l A N I T Y  

A N D  M O D E E N  S P I E I T U A L I S M .

B Y  A .  J .  D A V I S .

I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  a  series  o f  an sw ers  to  q u estion s  
r e c e n tly  p ro p o u n d ed , th e  follow in g d iscrim in atio n s a n d  
reflec tio n s  a r e  su b m itted  to  th e  s in ce re  r e a d e r : F i r s t .  
In te l le c tu a l  m ind s en e rg e tica lly  seek  to  k n o w  —  to  
a c cu m u la te  an d  to  sy s te m a tiz e  “  fa cts  ”  co n ce rn in g  
th in g s, f o rc e s , and th e ir  im m ed iate  p ro d u ctiv e  cau ses . 
T h e  p a ra m o u n t p rid e  aud am b ition  o f  su ch  m ind s co n 
s is t o f  th e  co n scio u s p ossession  o f  k n o w l e d g e - f o r  
k n ow led ge, o r  classified  kn ow led ge, ca lled  “ sc ie n ce ,”  is 
th e ir  c h ie f  G o d ;  th e re f o r e  su ch  m inds profou n d ly  
ad m ire , a lm o st w o rsh ip , th o se  r a r e  a n d  “ g ifted  p e r s o n s ”  
w ho, h av in g  re te n tiv e  m em o ries  and a  re a d y  w it, can  
m ak e sp o n tan eo u sly  b rillia n t in te lle c tu a l d isp lays. 
S econd . W is e  m ind s, on  th e  o th e r  han d, in d ifferen tly  
in te lle c tu a l a n d  w ith o u t e d u catio n , y e t  seek  th a t  w h ich  
is n e ce ssa rily  invisible, sp iritu al, an d  e te rn a l . S u ch  
m ind s a r e  ex q u is ite ly  sen sitive, in tu itiv e , and im p ra c
tic a l . T o o  freq u en tly  th e y  a r e  u n b alan ced , u n ce n tre d  
a n d  o u t  o f  tu n e  w ith th e  d r if t  a n d  c ircu m sta n ce s  o f  
o rd in a ry  life. T h e se  in te rm ix e d  a n g e l-a n d -e a rth ly  
n a tu re s  a t  m o m en ts  rea lise , as  by a  su d d en  flash o f  w h at  
is  ca lled  g en iu s , th a t  W isd o m  is  a n  im m o rta l, ce le s tia l  
flow er o f  th e  in m o st sp iritu a l affectio n s, o f  e x ce e d in g ly  
slow  g ro w th  ;  a n d  su ch  m ind s c a n n o t, in  th is  w orld , 
b o a st o f  i ts  g r e a t  h a rv e s ts  o f  in te lle c tu a l fa c ts , w h ich  
a r e  d e riv e d  from  im p ressio n s an d  e x p e rie n ce s  re ce iv e d
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b y  and th ro u g h  th e  e x te r n a l bodily  sen ses. T h e  
B y r o n ic  con fession — “  M y  w hole life  w as a  c o n te s t  sin ce  
th e  day th a t  g a v e  m e b ein g  ” — is th e  n a tu ra l c r y  o f  su ch  
m in d s ; a n d  fo r  su ch  th e  p o e t said , “  A t  tim es I  h av e  
found th e  s tru g g le  h ard , an d  th o u g h t o f  sh ak in g  off 
m y bond s o f  c la y .”  A b n o rm al in dividualism  is  th e  
n am e which th is  m en tal co n d itio n  su g g ests.

W h a t do y o u  m ean  by sp iritu a l ca u se s  ?
A n s .— S p iritu al cau ses  a re  th e  e te r n a l c a u s e s ;  th e y  

flow from  th e  divine fo u n tain  o f p rin cip les.
A r e  th ese  p rin cip les th e  d e cre e s  o f  a  p e rso n a l G o d  ?
A n s.— N o  ;  for p rin cip les  a r e  th e  u n ch an g eab le  vital  

c u rre n ts  o f  th e  v e ry  e x is te n ce  o f  th e  In fin ite  S p irit.
H o w  d o th e se  v ita l  c u r re n ts  (o r  p rin cip le s ) o f  G o d  

c re a te , a n d  m ain ta in  w ith o u t v ariab len ess, th is  h a r
m onious u n iverse ?

A n s .— T h e very  id ea o f  a  P rin cip le  o f  N a tu r e  in clu d es  
th e  m o st s e c r e t  tr u th  co n ce rn in g  i t .  A  p rin cip le  is 
co n stitu te d , in its  v e ry  essen ce , o f th e  e v e rla s tin g  L o v e  
which con v eys everyw h ere life an d  b e a u ty  ; an d  i t  also  
co n tain s  th e  everlastin g  W isd o m  w hich evolves b oun d
less o rd e r  and form . I t  is im possible to  re s tra in  o r  
tra n sg re ss  a  n a tu ra l p r in c ip le ; and i t  is eq u ally  im pos
sible th a t  a  n a tu ra l p rin cip le  should e rr , a t  th e  p ro p er  
tim e  in clo th in g  itse lf  w ith a  m a te ria l g a rm e n t o f  
ap p ro p ria te  co n stitu tio n s, organ s, fo rce s , b y -law s, and  
functions. “ C reatio n  ’’ is  n o t a  c o r r e c t  te r m . I t  orig in 
a te d  in th e  a n cie n t h y p oth esis  th a t  e v e ry th in g  was 
m iracu lou sly  m a d e  o u t o f  no-th ing. T h e  c o r r e c t  w ord, 
to  su b stitu te , is  form ation.

A n s.— Y e s . T h in k in g m eans th in g -m g  ; th a t  is , a  
th o u g h t first— th e n  th e  th in g , w hich co rresp o n d s to  and  
re p re se n ts  th e  T h o u g h t. B u t  i t  is n o t  o ften  th a t  c ir 
cu m stan ces  favou r th e  full and com p lete  em b od im en t 
o f a  con cep tion . H e n ce  th e  lin g erin g  d isap p o in tm en t 
rem ain in g  m  m ost m inds ; th e  re e lin g  and co n v ictio n  
th a t  th e y  cou ld  h a v e  e xce lled  th a t  w ork , i f  th e y  h ad  
on ly  “  had a  f a ir  ch a n ce .”

W h a t  is  th e  p ra c tica l d ifferen ce b etw een  I n te l le c t  and  
W isd o m  ?

A n s .— A w ak en  th e  In te lle c t , and th e  e ffect is  scep 
ticism  and a g ita tio n  ; unfold W isdom , and th e  effect is 
sp iritu al fa ith  in th in g s  e tern al. T h e  th o u g h tfu l R o -  
m ans w ere  b elievers in law s and visible d e i tie s ; th e  
u n th in k in g  C h ristian s w ere  b elievers in G o d  and an g els  
invisible. T h e  E m p e ro r  A u g u stu s  re b u ilt th e  tem p les  
o f  paganism , and filled th em  w ith o b je cts  o f  w o rship , 
and in stitu te d  o r  revived relig iou s form s and cerem on ies  
w hich had been lo n g  n e g le cte d . B u t  e r e  lo n g  th e  
y o u th fu l sp iritu al re fo rm e r  o f  N a z a re th  w as b o rn , 
w ith m od erate  in te llectu al p o w er and w ith less a m 
bition fo r  th e  possession o f  te m p o ra l k n o w le d g e ; 
an d , in th e  cou rse  o f  tim e , th e  invisible te m p le s  o f  a  
new  w orship w ere  e re cte d  in  lo n g  w aitin g  h e a r ts , and  
th e  angels cam o and w en t, and th e  co n ce p tio n  o f  a  
h eavenly  loving F a t h e r  w as unfolded in  th e  do m e o f  
m any u n hap py m inds.

W h o  do y o u  re g a rd  as th e  t r u e s t  re fo rm e rs  a t  th e  
b eg in n in g  o f  C h ristian ity  ?

A n s.— T h ere  w ere  th re e  p arties in th e  field— r e p r e 
sen ta tiv es  o f su ccessiv e s ta g e s  in relig iou s p ro g re ss—  
( 1 . )  th e  distinguished P a g a n s , (2 .)  th e  p ra c tica l S to ics , 
( 3 . )  th e  sp iritu alistic  C h ristian s. P ag an ism  w as in te l
lectu al a n d  c r u e l ; S to icism  w as w ise and su b m issive ; 
C b ristism  w as sp iritu al and d evotional. J e s u s  did for 
th e  h u m an  s p ir it  and its  a sp ira tio n s w h a t A u g u stu s  
did fo r  R om e and its  dep en d en cies. M ean w h ile  C icero  
and S en eca , lik e  S o cra tes  a n d  P la to , w o rk ed  (s to ica lly  
a n d  philosoph ically) to  en ligh ten  and w isely to  s tre n g th e n  
th e  w hole individual life  and ch a ra cte r . T h e se  te a c h e rs  
in cu lca te d  an d  exem plified o b ed ien ce to  E i g h t  fo r  its  
ow n su p rem e sak e. T h ey  u rg e d  a ll m en to  sp eak  th e  
tr u th , and to  live th e  t r u th , fo r  i ts  ow n divine sake. 
T h e re fo re  th e se  a r e  th e  t r u e s t  te a ch e rs , th e  w isest  
re fo rm e rs  o f  th a t  p erio d — th e  few  se lf-cen tred  frien d s  
o f  th e  w hole h u m an ity . _

I f  S to icism  w as su p e rio r  to  C h ristian ity , w hy did i t  
n o t in cre a s e  an d  triu m p h  ?

A n s .— I  d o n o t  affirm  th e  su p e rio rity  o f  S to icism  to  
C h r is t ia n ity ; b u t  th is— th a t  th e  S to ics , w ho ta u g h t  
o b ed ien ce  t o  E i g h t  fo r  i ts  ow n sak e , w ere  th e  t r u e s t  
r e fo r m e rs  a n d  th e  w isest te a ch e rs . T h e y  p h ilosop h i

c a lly  u p lifted  th e  n a tu r a l an d  e te r n a l  s ta n d a rd s  o f  
T ru th , J u s t ic e ,  land R ig h te o u sn e ss  ;  an d  th e y  in siste d  
u p o n  devotion  a n d  o b ed ien ce  t o  th e se  u n a lte ra b le  p r in 
cip les, reg ard less  o f  a n y  co n seq u en ces , in d ifferen t to  a n y  
rew ard s a n d  p u n ish m en ts , w h ich  m ig h t follow  su ch  
d ev otion  an d  su ch  ob ed ien ce.

B u t  did n o t  th e  C h ris tian s  te a c h  th e  sa m e  o b ed ien ce  ?
A n s .— N  o ; th e  C h ris tian s  ta u g h t a  v a g u e  an d  m y s

te r io u s  d o ctrin e  o f  sp e cia l re w a rd s  fo r  th e  p r a c tic e  o f  
go od n ess, and th a t  in d e scrib a b le  a n d  e v e r la s tin g  p u n ish 
m e n ts  w ould  follow  th e  d o in g  o f  evil. A n d  th e y  
seem ed  to  b elieve (som o o f  th e m  d id ) and to  te a c h  th a t  
th e  m aster-sin , w h ich  m e rite d  th e  m o s t h o rrib le  form s  
o f e te r n a l p u n ish m en t, w as th e  rejec tio n  o f  C h r is tia n ity  
itself. T h is  m y ste rio u s  d o c tr in e  e x e r te d  a n  u n m e a su r
ab le , ap p allin g  in flu en ce  u p o n  th e  im a g in a tio n s  o f  th e  
ig n o ra n t m u ltitu d es . T h e y  w ere  seized  p y sch o lo gica lly . 
A n d  on ly  th e  in te lle c tu a l P a g a n s , an d  th e  fe w  w ise and  
self-poised  S to ics , h ad  p o w er to  r e s i s t  th e  p y sch o lo g y  o f  
C h ristian ity .

A n d  y e t  do y o u  n o t  s a y  th a t  C h ris tia n ity  is  su p erio r  
to  S to icism  ?

A n s . B y  C h ris tia n ity , as  th e  te r m  is  h e re in  u sed , I  
do n o t  m ean  th e  d o ctrin es  o f  th e o lo g y — su ch  a s  th e  
“  F a l l  o f  M a n ,” “ T h e  A to n e m e n t,”  H e a v e n  f o r  th e  B e 
lie v e r ,"  and “ H e l l  fo r  th e  D isb e lie v e r b u t  in  th is  
co n n e ctio n — b y C h ris tia n ity  I  m ean — th e  sw eet h u m an i
tie s , th e  sp ir itu a l lo vin gn ess, a n d  th e  a n g e lic  m inis
tr a tio n s — all w h ich  th e  y o u th fu l R e fo rm e r  o f  N a z a r e th  
o ra lly  in cu lca te d  an d  o fte n  m a n ife s te d  d u rin g  h is b r ie f  
c a re e r . T h ese  e le m e n ts  in  C h ris tia n ity  a r e  th e  s e c r e t  
o f its  tr iu m p h  am o n g  n a tu r e s  a n d  n a tio n s  refin ed  
a n d  p h ila n th ro p ic  ; w hile am o n g  n a tu r e s  an d  n atio n s  
w h ich  a r e  ig n o r a n t an d  selfish, C h r is tia n ity  is t r i 
u m p h a n t b ecau se  o f  its  d o ctrin e s  o f  a r b i t r a r y  rew ard s  
and e v e rla s tin g  p u n ish m en ts.

"W h at is  y o u r  s h o r te s t  defin ition  o f  C h r is tia n ity  ?

A n s .— C h ris tia n ity , in i ts  h ig h e s t c h a r a c te r ,  is  s p i r i 
t u a l  l o v e . I t  co n ta in s  th e  p rin cip les  o f  w isd om , a n d  
y e t  C h ris tia n ity  is  n o t  a s  w ise  a s  w as S to icism . P a g a n ism  
in  its  w id est se n se  is  in te lle c tu a l a n d  m a te ria lis tic .

I s  C h ris tia n ity  th e  final re lig io n  ?

A n s  — N o th in g  is  final sa v e  th e  a b s o lu te  T r u th , and  
C h ris tia n ity  is  th u s  f a r  o n ly  th e  m o s t sp ir itu a l se c tio n  
o f  th a t  divin e to ta l i ty , w h ich  is  as  ro u n d  a s  th e  e a r th  
a n d  as  in fin ite  as  th é  e te r n a l M in d .

C an  a n y  R e lig io n  b e  m o re  co m p reh en siv e  th a n  M o d e rn  
S p iritu alism  ?

A n s .— M o d e rn  S p iritu alism  is  a  g r e a t  re v iv a l o f  e v i
d en ces o f  a  f u tu re  life  a n d  s p ir it  in te r c o u r s e . S o  f a r  
as  i ts  f a c t s  se rv e  to  in te r e s t  m a te ria lis ts , a n d  t o  c o n v e rt  
sce p tics  to  a  b e lie f  in  p e rso n a l im m o rta lity , so f a r  i t  is  
re fre sh in g  a n d  u p lif tin g  to  th e  w h ole  h u m a n ity . B u t  
a s  to  i ts  co m p reh en siv en ess , M o d e rn  S p iritu alism  b ears  
th e  sa m e  re la tio n  to  th a t  v a s t m o v em en t h e re in  te rm e d  
C h ris tia n ity  as  th e  r a in s  a n d  d ew s a n d  m a g n e tism s a n d  
e le c tr ic it ie s  su sta in  to  th e  v a rio u s  p ro d u ctio n s  a n d  k in g
dom s w h ich  co v e r  a n d  b e a u tify  th e  w o rld . T h a t  is  to  
sa y , S p iritu alism  se rv e s , a n d  w ill se rv e , to  v iv ify  a n d  
d ev elop e w h a te v e r  is tr u ly  sp ir itu a l a n d  tr u l y  p h ilan 
th ro p ic  in  C h ris tia n ity .

W il l  th e  ch u rch e s  a d o p t S p iritu a lism  ?

A n s .— N o th in g  c a n  b e  m o re  c e r ta in . A lr e a d y  th e  
ch u rch e s  o f  v a rio u s  d en o m in atio n s h av e  p re a c h e rs  w ho  
fre e ly  a n d  fe a rle ss ly  te a c h  th e  e x is tin g  “  m in is try  o f  
an g els ,”  an d  th e y  ap p eal u n h e s ita tin g ly  to  m o d e rn  w ell 
a t te s te d  fa c ts . T h is  ad o p tio n  b y  th e  c le r g y  o f  th e  
e x is tin g  ev id en ces  o f  p e rso n a l im m o rta lity — w h ich  th e y  
h av e b een  th ir ty  y e a r s  p re p a rin g  th e i r  co n g re g a tio n s  to  
re ce iv e — a tt r a c ts  th e  S p iritu a lis ts  in  g r e a t  n u m b e rs  
b a ck  in to  th e  lo n g -fo rsa k e n  p ew s ; a n d  th u s , ow in g  to  
th e  u n iv ersa l v ivificatio n s o f  m o d e m  S p iritu a lism , th e  
ch u rch e s  a r e  flou rish in g  an d  m u ltip ly in g  o n  e v e ry  h an d .

W h a t  w ill b e  th e  final r e s u lt  ?

A n s . —  R e fo rm a tio n  o f  m a n y  c re e d s  ;  a  u n iv e rsa l  
diffusion o f  lib e ra l se n tim e n ts  ; m o re  f r a te r n a l  an d  u n i
v ersa l lo ve ; a  b re a k in g  dow n o f  o ld  b ig o trie s  ; a n d  th e  
g e n e ra l d e s tru c tio n  o f  lo n g -ch erish ed  su p e rs titio n s .—  
B e l ig io  P h ilo so p h ica l J o u r n a l .
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V I C T O R I A N  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  S P I R I T U A L I S T S .

T h e  sp e a k e rs  d u rin g  th e  la s t  m o n th  a t  th e  S u n d ay  
F  venin g  M e e tin g s  h a v e  b e e n  M e ssrs . Y e e v e r s ,
E i c e ,  an d  S a m u e l, a n d  th e  s u b je c ts  tr e a te d  b y th em  have  
led to  in te r e s t in g  d e b a te s .

A  le t te r  h a s  b een  re ce iv e d  from  P ro fe s so r  W .  D en to n , 
r e g re t tin g  his in a b ility , o n  a c c o u n t o f  o th e r  en g ag e
m en ts , to  c o m e  h e r e  b efo re  J u n e  n e x t .  I n  th e  in terim  
i t  is  n o t  u n lik e ly  t h a t  so m e o th e r  p rofession al le c 
tu r e r  w ill b e  fo u n d . D r . P e e b le s  is  n o w  in C aliforn ia , 
a n d  i t  is  n o t  im p ro b a b le  th a t  a  re q u isitio n  fro m  his  
frien d s h e r e  m ig h t in d u ce  him  to  p ay  u s  a n o th e r  b rief  
visit.

T h e  A s s o c ia tio n  h a v e  d ecid ed  to  h o ld  a  G ra n d  P icn ic  
on C h ris tm a s  D a y , a n d  h a v e  in v ite d  th e  L y ce u m  to  co 
o p e ra te . T h e  su b -c o m m itte e , w ho h av e  th e  a r ra n g e 
m e n t o f  th is  affair , h a v e  n o t  y e t  d ecid ed  up on th e  lo cale , 
w hich w ill p ro b a b ly  b e  on  o n e  o f  th e  m ain  lines o f  
railw ay .

D R . M U E L L E R  O N  P S Y C H O L O G Y .

D a . A . M u e lle r , o f  Y a ck a n d a n d a h , d elivered  a  le c tu re  
in  th e  A ssem b ly  R o o m s , Y a ck a n d a n d a h , o n  th e  even in g  
o f  F r id a y , O c t. 2 4 th .  T h e  s u b je c t b e in g , “ P sy ch o lo g y ” 
fo u n d ed  on  th e  f a c ts  o f  “  M e sm e rism ,”  “  C la irv o y a n ce ,”  
a n d  “  S p ir itu a lism .”  T h e r e  w e re  a b o u t fifty  p erson s  
p re se n t, a n d  I  co u ld  n o t  b u t  m ak e  th e  re m a rk  th a t  th e y  
re p re se n te d  th e  m o st in te lle c tu a l p a r t  o f  o u r  com m u n ity , 
a  f a c t  w h ich  sp e a k s  w ell f o r  th e  in te r e s t  th e  su b je ct  
u n d er c o n s id e ra tio n  h as On th e  th in k in g  m ind . M r. 
R ob in son , H e a d  T e a c h e r  o f  th e  Y a ck a n d a n d a h  Sch ool, 
occu p ied  th e  c h a ir  an d  in  in tro d u cin g  th e  L e c tu r e r  
s ta te d , in th e  c o u r s e  o f  h is  re m a rk s , “ th a t  D r. M u eller  
w as an e n th u sia s t o n  th e  s u b je c t in  h a n d .”  W h a t ,  I  ask , 
c a n  m ak e a  m an  m o re  e n th u sia s tica lly  in clin ed  th a n  th e  
d isco v ery  o f  s u c h  g ra n d  tr u t h s  a s  is  d isclo sed  by  
S p iritu alism  ?  T h e r e fo re  th e  C h a irm a n ’s re m a rk  was 
th e  h ig h e st co m p lim e n t th a t  co u ld  p o ssib ly  b e  paid to  
th e  L e c tu r e r .  1  a lso  n o tic e d  a m o n g st th e  au d ie n ce  th a t  
th e  ch u rch e s  w e re  r e p re se n te d , in  th e  p erso n s o f  th e ir  
m in isters , v iz : by th e  R e v . M r . C ah ill, (C h u rch  o f  
E n g la n d ) , th e  R e v . M r . G r e ig , (P r e s b y te r ia n ) , th e  R ev . 
M r. M cD o u g a l, (W e s le y a n ) ,  a n d  M r. T h o m p so n , (M is 
s io n a ry ). T h e  L e c t u r e r  co m m e n ce d  his le c tu re  by 
g ivin g  a  d iss e r ta tio n  on  th e  fu n ctio n s  o f  th e  b rain , n erv es  
an d  fib res, i l lu s tr a tin g  th e  se n se  o f  fee lin g  and th e  co n 
v ey an ce  o f  t h a t  se n se , b y th e  n erv es , to  th e  b ra in  and  
likin g th o se  n e rv e s  to  a  s y s te m  o f  te le g ra p h  lines  
sp rin g in g  from  th e  b ra in , in  w hich is se a te d  th e  u n seen  
o p e ra to r  th e  “  I ”  w h ich  m oves th e  co m p le x  m ach in ery  
o t  th e  h u m an  flam e, d e p riv e d  o f  w hich i t  fades aw ay  
a u d  jo in s  a g a in  th e  e le m e n ts  from  w h ich  i t  sp ru n g . 
C la irv o y a n ce  w as n e x t  r e v ie w e d ; he to ld  som e v e ry  
in te re s tin g  f a c ts , n ew  to  m o s t o f  th e  au d ien ce , in  re fe r 
e n ce  to  th a t  b ra n c h  o f  th e  s u b je c t . M esm erism  ca m e  
n e x t  in o r d e r ;  h e r e  a g a in  th ro u g h  d eep  stu d y  o f  th e  
s u b je c t he w as a b le  to  th ro w  lig h t on  a  s u b je c t th a t  has  
en g ag ed  th e  th o u g h ts  o f  A o m e  th in k in g  m ind s e a g e r  to  
solve so m e o f  th e  m y ste rie s  o f  o u r  sp ir itu a l n a tu re s  
C a s t b u t n o t  le a s t  S p iritu alism  e n g ag ed  th e  r a p t  a t t e n 
tio n  o f  th e  a u d ie n ce . W o n d e r  nn d  a s to n ish m e n t w ere  
P ' - n l y  d e p ic te d  in th e  fa ce s  a ro u n d  m e, as  th e  L e c tu r e r  
to ld  o f  th e  S p iritu a l e x p e rie n ce s  he h as p assed  th ro u g h . 
H is  s itt in g s  w ith  M r . R o b e r t  B ro w n , o f  B a rn a w a rth a  
C irc le , th e  m ed iu m  f o r  th e  d ire c t  v o ic e ;  h e  to ld  in 
th rillin g  to n e s  o f  th e  ‘ v o ice s ’ n o t  o f  e a r th , o f  how  one  
tim e  he, th e  L e c t u r e r ,  w as th e  le c tu re d — ta k e n  to  task  
to r  n o t  h a v in g  fu lfilled  a  p ro m ise  g iv e n  to  h is  S p irit  
trie n d s . H e  to ld  o f  a  sea n ce  h e  o n ce  h ad w ith  D r. 
y iu d e ; h o w  h o  h e ld  a  s la te , a n d  w hile D r . S la d e ’s 
h an d s w e re  b o th  v isib le , o b ta in e d  w ritin g  having  
re fe re n c e  to  th e  m e ssa g e  o f  S p iritu alism . H e  also  
show ed t o  th e  a u d ie n ce  th e  m ould  o f  a  S p irit-h an d , 
o b ta in ed  th ro u g h  th e  m ed iu m sh ip  o f  a  y o u n g  g irl ag ed  
fo u rte e n . I n  f a c t  I  sh o u ld  be o ccu p y in g  to o  m uch  
sp a ce  in y o u r  co lu m n s to  te ll o r  g iv e  y o u  a n y th in g  b u t  
a  f a in t  d e scrip tio n  o f  th e  le c tu re  ; m esm erism , c la irv o y 
a n c e , v o ices, r a p s , lig h ts , m ovin g  o f  h eav y  o b jects , d ire c t  
w ritin g , m a te ria liz a tio n s , in  f a c t  n o th in g  w as le f t o u t  
th a t  w ould  c a r r y  co n v ic tio n  to  th o se  assem b led , th a t

i. th e re  a r e  m ore th in g s in h eav en  a n d  e a r th  th a n  w ere  
droam ed o f  in th e ir  philosophy.”  

f  _  A t  th e  con clu sion  o f  th e  le c tu re  i t  w as m oved , b y  th e  
R e v . M r . M cD o u g a l, and seco n d ed  b y  M r . T hom son, 

e th a t  th e  th an k s o f  th e  m eetin g  b e  g iv en  to  th e  
L e c tu r e r  fo r  h is  v e ry  ab le  and in stru ctiv e  L e c tu re ,  

b m over a t  th e  sam e tim e  say in g  th a t  h e  did n o t  
believe in Spiritu alism  and v e ry  possibly he m igh t an sw er  

a ^ le c tu re  given , b u t add ed n aively , “ that w as a  su b ject
-  fo r  fu tu re  co n sid e ra tio n .”  M r . T hom son, a  v en erab le  
', ™  g e n tlem an  sayin g , in th e  c o u rse  o f  his re m a rk s  in  
s seco n d in g  th e  vo te  o f  th an k s, th a t  th e  d isco u rse  h e  had  
f  h eard  “ h ad s e t  so m e q u eer th in g s  ru n n in g  th ro u g h  his

m ind .”  I n  f a c t  everyb od y w as pleased , a n d  being  
c p leased  th e  seed  sow n  will no d o u b t b e a r  fru it  in  good
- season.

I J r .  M u eller  g av e a  h a lf  prom ise to  d eliver a  le c tu re  
, on  th e  “ T each in g s of S p iritu a lism ”  a t  som e fu tu re  d ate  
f  in  th e  sam e hall. I  h av e  n o  d o u b t, n o w  th a t  th e  ball 

h as been s e t  ro llin g , i t  w ould tak e  som eth in g  v e ry  
p ow erfu l in d eed  to  s to p  it , o r  ev en  r e ta r d  its  p ro g ress  in 
o u r  valley .

T H E  S P I R I T U A L I S M  O F  T O -D A Y .

I T S  F A C T S  A N D  I T S  F A N C I E S — I T S  F E E S E N T  A N D  I T S  

F D T U B E .

F r o m  a  L e c tu r e  b y  D r . J .  M . P eeb les , d elivered  a t  th e  
N e sh a m in y  F a l ls  G ro v e  C a m p -M e e tin g  o f  S p iritu alis ts  
S a tu rd a y , J u l y  2 6 th , 1 8 7 7 .

T h o s e  w ho re a d  th e  la t e s t  u t te ra n c e s  a n d  w ritin g s  o f  
D e n to n , D o te n , N ellie  B rig h a m , M rs . C o ra  L .  Y .  
R ich m o n d , D r . B r i t ta n , A . E .  N e w to n , E .  W h ip p le . D r .  
W a ts o n  an d  o th e rs , ca n n o t fail t o  see  th a t  th e  ten d en cy  
o f  A m e rica n  S p iritu alists  is  to w ard  w h a t m igh t be d e 
n o m in a te d  a  b ro ad , ra tio n a l, relig iou s S p iritu alism .

A cco rd in g ly , D r . J .  R .  B u ch a n a n , o f  N e w  f o r k ,  one  
o f  th e  a b le st a n d  m o s t le a rn e d  S p iritu alists  in  o u r  
co u n try , re ce n tly  s a id : “ I n  add ition  to  o u r  com m u nion  
w ith sp irits , w e should co m m u n e w ith  th e  D ivin e love  
an d  w isdom  em bod ied  in th e  life  o f  J e s u s  C h ris t. W e  
c a n n o t ta k e  in to  o u r  souls a  p o rtio n  o f th a t  sp iritu al 
e n e rg y  an d  h o lin ess w h ich  lifted  him so fa r  ab o ve all 
h u m an ity . *  *  *  L e t  us so p r a c tic e  o u r  an g el 
te a ch in g s  a n d  so live o u t  o u r  h eav en ly  p rin cip les  th a t  
th e  su n sh in e  o f  a  m o re  sp iritu al S p iritu alism  m ay th e  
so o n er g lad d en  th e  e a r th  w ith a  lo v e  all divine, and w ith  
a  ra d ia n t lig h t co m p arab le  o n ly  to  th e  b rig h t effu lgen ce  
o f  a  fad eless im m o rta lity .”

A s  th e  e r a  o f icon oclasm  fades from  s ig h t, a n d  th e  
m orn in g  daw n o f c o n s tru c tio n  lo om s u p  b efore  u s , i t  is  
w ell to  ta k e  a  te le sco p ic  view  o f  th e  s itu a tio n . T h a t  
th e re  a r e  fan cies  am o n g  S p iritu alis ts  th a t  n eed  s tu d y in g  
a n d  c o r re c tin g , th a t  th e re  a r e  m aelstro m s to  be avoided, 
th a t  th e r e  a r e  rea l w au ts  to  be m e t, no th o u g h tfu l  
S p ir itu a lis t w ill d isp u te . A n d  y e t ,  m o reo v er, i t  is  th e  
ev en in g  and m o rn in g  c a ll o f  th e  a n g els  to  co m e  up  
h igh er.

I t  is  a  c o n s ta n t in ju n ctio n  am o n g  Q u a k e rs  t o  “ e x 
am in e y o u rse lv e s .” S tro llin g  o u t  in to  th e  v in ey ard  o f  
S p iritu alism , w h a t a  b ew ild erin g  v a r ie ty , w h a t s tu b b o rn  
s p ro u ts , a n d  w eird  sap lin g s, s in g u lar  blossom ings, 
s tr a n g e  fru itin g s , odd w ine p r e s s e s ! I s  th is  th e  new  
w ine o f  th e  kingd om — th e  prom ised  h a rv e s t from  
a n g e lic  p lan tin g  ?  A r e  th e se  a rith m e tica l “  eleven  
m illions ” re a lly  sp ir itu a lis ts  in th e  b e s t  aud h ig h est  
defin ition  o f  th a t  te rm  ?  O r  a r e  m an y  o f  th em , w h at  
th e  F r e n c h  w ould te rm  m ere  S p irit is ts ,  a c ce p tin g  th e  
p h en o m en a, and sh o u tin g , “  Im m o rta li ty  is tr u e — th e re ’s 
no h e l l ;  im m o rta lity  is t r u e — th e re ’s  n o d e v il ; im m o r
ta l i ty  is tr u e — th e re  a r e  n o  bin d in g d u ties  o f  l i f e ;  
im m o rta lity  is  t r u e — th e r e  a r e  n o  m o ra l o b lig a tio n s ; 
im m o rta lity  is  t r u e — th e re  a r e  no evil sp irits , no  su ffer
in g  souls in  th e  h e r e a f te r ;  im m o rta lity  is  tr u e —  
im m o rta lity  is  tr u e  — l e t  us h o ard  u p  treasu res, se e k  fam e, 
e a t, d rin k  and be m e rr y ?

T h e re  a r e  S p iritu a lis ts  w ho c o u n t S p iritu a l tr u th s  
so m e th in g  as  th e y  w ould  c u rre n cy . T h e y  b eleag u er  
m ediu m s to  lo ca te  go ld  m in es, c o a l s t r a ta  a n d  h u n t u p  
s to le n  g o o d s. I n  th e ir  g reed in ess  fo r  g a in , th e y  w ould
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tram p le  down th e ir  b ro th e r m a n ; sp lit G eth sem an e  s 
olive tre e s  in to  kindling w o o d ; se ll th e  old m asters  
paintings for ra ilroad  bonds, a n d  m ak o o f  J e s u s  te n d e r  
bosom th e  co rn er s to n e  o f  a  b an k in g b o u se ! T h ese  
should read  th e  old p arab le  o f th e  “ r ic h  m an  and

^  T h e re  a re  sponging S p iritu alists , co m p arab le to  th ose  
trop ical m istletoes th a t  flourish b y feed in g  u p o n  th e  
vital fordM 'bf living tre e s . I f  n o t  ab so lu tely  lazy , th e y  
a re  con stitu tion ally  sh iftless, easy  in disp osition , and  
con stan tly  callin g for sy m p ath y . A f te r  d rin k in g  each  
new foun tain  d ry , th e y  h u n t f o r  a  now one to  selfishly  
ap p ro p riate  its  cry sta l w a te rs . T h ese  n eed  th e  baptism  
o f e n erg y , and an  ap p reciation  o f  th e  m oral g ra n d e u r ot 
self-help. ,

T h ere  a re  cred u lo u s S p iritu alists  who co n s ta n tly  seek  
for aston ishin g w onders, g re a t h isto rica l ch a ra c te rs , and  
for a  class o f in telligen ces who will fla tte r  and g ra tify  
th eir love o f  app rob ativen ess. S p irit m essages a r e  to  
th em  a  s o r t  o f  su p ern al sp on ge, w hich, w hile s ittin g  
in a  cushioned ro ck er, th ey  sq u eeze to  im bibe th e  
n ectar.

T h e re  a re  pom pous S p iritu alists , w h o are  b u rd en ed  w ith  
a  “ m ission” and sw ollen w ith self-im p ortan ce , th e y  m u st  
be lead ers o r  nothing. T h ey  do n o t go  in to  a  tra n c e ,  
b u t th ey  evolve in to  th e  su p erio r  con d ition . T h e y  do 
n o t con v erse w ith individualised sp irits , b u t clim b up 
to  and g e t  th e ir  know ledge d irectly  from  th e  foun tain  o f  
infinite causation . T h ey  seek th e  u p p erm o st se a ts  a t  
co n v e n tio n s ; desire g r e a t  p erson al a t t e n t i o n ; m u st 
speak w hen th e  la rg e s t aud ien ces a re  p resen t, and , w ith 
o u t having proven them selves faith fu l ov er a  few  th in g s, 
a re  desirou s o f  being m ade lord over m any. P ro fessin g  
m eekness— h alf  hiding th e ir  am bition s— th ey  fe a st upon  
praise, and lift up th eir heads f o r  th e  re ce p tio n  o f  p re 
sen t visible crow ns.

T h ere  a r e  trem u lo u s, fa in t-h e a rte d  S p iritu alists . 
T hese clin g  to  th e  ch u rch es  th e y  have v irtu a lly  o u t
grow n . T h ey  lean a g a in st th em  as  props and su p p o rts , 
sustain in g th em  by th e ir  influence and th e ir  finances, to  
th e  n e g le ct o f  th e  h ig h er in te re s ts  o f  S p iritu alism . 
S u scep tib le to  varied  in fluences, th e y  m ay b e  co m p ared  
to  A p ril buds, w hich on ly  unfold u n d er w arm  dripping  
sh ow ers, to  be quickly blasted b y com in g fro sts . S en si
tive to  th a t m erciless ty r a n t—pu blic opinion, and ap in g  
fashionable so ciety , which is li ttle  m ore th a n  p ainted  
hypocrisy, th ey  prove to  be fra il , u n p rofitab le  w ork ers  
in  th e  vineyard o f  S p iritu alism . T h e y  need a  divine  
effudon o f  firm ness and fixedness o f  pu rp ose, a  m ingling  
o f  m oral g r it  with th e ir  grace .

T h ere  a re  rep u tatio n -seek in g  S p iritu alists . T hese, 
draw ing th e ir  P h a ra sa ica l rob es aro u n d  th em , dw ell, in 
th e ir  own estim atio n , in th e  v e ry  “  holy o f  h o lies.” 
T h eir pru d ery is ab solu tely  pious. T h e ir  g a rm e n ts  a re  
stain less. 1  hey d ev o te  so m u ch  a tte n tio n  to  looking  
a f te r  th e ir  rep u ta tio n , th a t  th ey  can  find no tim e to  do 
as  did Je su s , when " g o in g  ab o u t doing g o o d "  T h e y  
fo rg e t th e  A p ostle ’s sayin g, th a t  J e s u s  “ m ad e him self o f  
no rep u ta tio n .” P e r f e c t  in th e ir  ow n e g o tis tic  a tta in 
m ents, th ey  m o u n t th e  ju d g m en t s c a t , an d , a f te r  ad ju st-  
ing s ce p tre  and crow n, proceed  to  ju d g e  and cond em n  
th e ir  fellow -m en w ith all th e  com p osu re  o f  a  v e ry  god  
L o o k in g  back to  P a le stin e  th ro u g h  th e ir  ow n e a rth ly  
p rop en sities, th e y  th in k  i t  w as "  im p ru d en t,” in Je su s  
callin g  so freq u en tly  a t  th e  house o f M arth a  and M ary  
an d  th e y  w onder why M a ry  M agd alen e w as th e  first to  
ap p e a r to  him a f te r  risin g  from  th e  dead ! T h e y  th in k  
i t  a  g r e a t  m istak e  in J e s u s  th a t  h e  a te  w ith p u b lican s  
and sin n ers. I t  cau sed  g re a t scan dal, n o  d o u b t, in th e

hnd nn8° C'e t i  ° /  / , ud ea' and m iKh t  h av e  in jured  th e  
bu dd ing cau se  o f  C h ristian ity . T h e y  th in k  i t  w as un-

-0  ua ' k W' th  8an d aled fe e t, a n d  to  
ta k e  li ttle  ch ild ren  in his arm s and bless th em  B u t  
p rm cip 'ed  m  th e  good, firm  in  th e  r ig h t, and p u ré  
m inded, th e  N azaren o  f e lt , a s  th e  re a lly  good e v er feel 
th a t  th e  v e stu re s  o f  th e  errin g  co u ld  n o t ta rn ish  his 
robes. H e  m ingled w ith th e  low  th a t  he m ig h t lo vin gly  
lift  th em  u p  to  th e  F a th e r . T h e  h y p o c r f t i c a l l y S

fb f^ V <¡ r ,8U«n'Pct0U8f Of th e‘r  ° r  m ° ra l ^ eak n eases, look  
Hm iJ T j j  8U8pect. 8 tran Se ™, h u n t fo r  w eeds, m agn ify

t o  find th8r d T le 8 ,' ^ 0 r %ch a rity ’ and 8eem  d eterm in ed  t o  find th e  d em on  sid e o f  ev ery  u n fo rtu n a te  m o rta l.

O f  s u ch , in  o ld en  tim e , did J e s u s  s a y :  “ T h e  p u b lican  
a n d  th e  h a rlo ts  s h a ll g o  in to  th e  k in gd om  o f  G o d  b efore  
y o u .”

E r r o r  is  to  be d e n o u u ce d , b u t  th e  e r r in g  re d e e m e d .  
S in  is to  be co n d em n ed , b u t  s in n e rs  a r e  to  be lo ved  and  
saved . C h ris tia n  ch u rch es ' sh o u ld  n o t  e x p e l th e i r  
im m o ral m em b ers , b u t, k eep in g  th e m  in  th e  fo ld , sh ou ld  
th ro w  a ro u n d  th e m  th e  b e t te r ,  h ig h e r  in flu en ces  o f  
sy m p ath y  an d  so n g  and p r a y e r . T e m p e ra n ce  so c ie tie s  
sh ou ld  n o t e x p e l th e  in e b ria te . D o in g  i t ,  th e y  confess  
th e  w eak ness o f  th e i r  m o ra l in flu en ce , a n d  th e  la c k  o f  
re fo rm a to ry  p o w er su p p o sed  to  c e n tr e  in  te m p e ra n ce  
o rg a n iz a tio n s . G o d  h a s  n e v e r  e x p e lle d  a  h u m a n  b e i n g ; 
h a s  n e v e r  c a s t  o n e  o u ts id e  th e  s p h e re  o f  h is  e te r n a l  
love, n o r  p u sh ed  e v e n  a  g r a in  o f  s a n d  off fro m  th is  
p la n e t.

T h e re  a r e  co w a rd ly  S p ir itu a lis ts . T h e s e  a r e  th e  su b 
je c ts  o f  th a t  m erciless  d e sp o tism , p o p u la r  fa v o r. T h e y  
co n tin u ally  a sk , “ W h a t  w ill th e  p e o p le  s a y  ?  ”  T h ey  
seldom  g e t  o u t to  S u n d a y  le c tu r e s  u n le ss  som eb od y  
m en tally  ra k e s  th e m  o u t, s o m e th in g  a s  y o u  w ould  
o y ste rs  from  th e  b rin y  d eep . T r u e  w h en  th e r e  is  a  
se n sa tio n — w hen h all o r  c h u rc h  e d ifice  is  cro w d e d —  
w h en  th e  tid e  is  ris in g — th e y  w ill s a il in  on  a  p o p u lar  
c u r r e n t , all p a n tin g  a n d  w in ged  f o r  w o r k ;  b u t  finding  
th a t  ev ery  s tep  o f th e  jo u r n e y  d e m a n d s  fe a rle ssn e ss , 
firm ness o f  p u rp o se , se lf-sa crifice , d e v o tio n  to  p rin cip le , 
and a  m o ral heroism , th e y  fall o u t  b y th e  w ay , seek  co m 
f o r t  in  som e co n se rv a tiv e  in s t itu tio n , a n d  s q u a t dow n in  
som e re sp e cta b le  n o o k , v ir tu a lly  s a y in g  ;

“  l l y  w i l l i n g  s o u l  w o u l d  s t a y ,  i n  s u c h  a  f r a m e  n s  t h i s ,

A n d  s it  a n d  s i n g  h e r s e l f  a w a y  i n  e v e r l a s t i n g  b l i s s . ”

T h e re  a r e  lib e r ty -lo v in g  S p ir itu a lis ts . T h e s e  do n o t  
distinguish  b etw een  lib e rty  a n d  lice n se , b e tw een  law  
and th e  d iso rd erly  e le m e n ts  o f  a n  u n c u ltiv a te d  n a tu r e .  
F re e d o m , in  o n e  sen se  p e rh a p s , is  a  c u r s e  to  m ean , 
u n cu ltu re d , im pu lsive, a n d  u n b a la n ce d  m en . O n ly  
an g els c a n  safe ly  live in , a n d  b r e a th e  th e  a tm o sp h e re  
o f  a b so lu te  freed om . T h e  sh riek  f o r  freed o m  is o ften  
ill-tim ed . T h e re  is  n o t  a  b lo o d -su ck in g  m osq u ito  th is  
side th e  D ism al S w am p b u t th a t  s a y s , “  G ive  m e fre e 
dom  ! ” T h e re ’s  n o t  a  p ro w lin g  w o lf  b u t  th a t  say s , 
“ A w a y  w ith th e  w alls t h a t  e n clo se  th e  sh eep -fo ld  ; g ive  
m e freed o m  1 ”  T b e ro 's  n o t  a  b ra w lin g  in e b ria te — red -  
faced  an d  p ro fan e— r e e lin g  o u t  fro m  th e  liq u o r  d en , th a t  
does n o t  s a y , “  G iv e  m e f re e d o m ! I  h a v e  a  n a tu r a l and  
u n alien able r ig h t  to  p o u r d o w n  liq u o rs , th o u g h  th e y  
d isease m y b o d y  an d  b en u m b  m y  m o ra l n a t u r e ."  T h e r e ’s 
n o t a  v illa in o u s, crim so n -lip p ed  lib e rtin e , b o a stin g  o f  
desp oiled  v irtu e , w ho does n o t  s a y , “ G iv e  m e  freed o m  ; 
give m e lib e rty  ?  I  h a v e  a  r ig h t  to  g r a t if y  ev ery  
a p p e tite  o f m y body w h en  a n d  w h ere  a n d  a s  I  p le a se  ” 
N o n e can  fail to  se e  th a t  th is  is  th e  re a so n in g  o f  th e  
an im al r a th e r  th a n  th e  m an  o r  th e  an g e l. R u s la n  say s :

"  Y o u  h e a r  e v e ry  d ay  g r e a t  n u m b e rs  o f  foolish  peo p le  
sp eak in g  a b o u t lib erty , a s  if  i t  w e re  s u c h  a n  h o n o rab le  
th in g  ; so fa r  fro m  b ein g  th a t ,  i t  is , o n  th e  w h ole, a n d  in  
th e  b ro a d e st sen se , d ish o n o rab le , an d  a n  a t t r ib u te  o f  th e  
lo w er c re a tu re s . N o  h u m an  b e in g , h o w er g r e a t  o r  
p o w erfu l, w as e v e r  so  f re e  as  a  fish. T h e r e  is  a lw ay s  
so m eth in g  t h a t  h e  m u s t o r  m u s t n o t  d o ;  w h ile  th e  fish 
m ay  d o w h atev er h e  lik e s . *  *  *  *

“ T h ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld , o f  th e  tw o  a b s t r a c t  th in g s , 
lib e rty  a n d  re s tra in t ,  r e s t r a in t  is  a lw a y s  th e  m o re  h o n o r
ab le . I t  is  t r u e ,  in d eed , th a t  in th e se  a n d  all o th e r  
m a tte rs  y o u  n e v e r  c a n  re a so n  fin ally  fro m  th e  a b s tr a c 
tio n , fo r  b o th  l ib e r ty  an d  r e s t r a in t  a r e  g o o d  w hen th e y  
a r e  n o b ly  ch o sen , an d  b o th  a r e  b ad  w h en  th e y  a r e  b asely  
ch o sen  ; b u t  o f  th e  tw o , I  re p e a t , i t  is  r e s t r a in t  w h ich  
ch a ra c te rise s  th e  h ig h e r c r e a t u r e ,  a n d  b e t te r s  th e  lo w e r  
c re a tu r e  ; a n d , from  th e  m in is te rin g  o f  th e  a rc h a n g e l  to  
th e  la b o r  o f  th e  in se c t— from  th e  p o isin g  o f  th e  p la n e ts  
to  th e  g ra v ita tio n  o f  a  g ra in  o f  d u st— th e  p o w er a n d  
g lo ry  o f  a ll c r e a t u r e s ,  a n d  all m a tte r , c o n s is t  in  th e ir  
o b ed ien ce , n o t  in th e ir  freed o m .”

T h is  is  a n  a g e  o f  u n re s t . I t  is  th e  D r i f t  P e r io d . A ll  
th in g s  seem  to  b e  in  a  m e a su re  u n s e ttle d . O ld  c h u rch  
d o g m as, an d  th e  old o rd e r  o f  th in g s , a r e  b eco m in g  
sim p ly im p ossib le . I s  i t  s tr a n g e , th e n , t h a t  th e r e  sh ou ld  
b e  e x tre m is ts — th a t  d e s tru c tio n is ts  sh o u ld  la r g e ly  su p e r
sed e in sp ira tio n , a n d  t h a t  th e  n o isy  a n d  p r e te n tio u s  flock  
t o  th e  f ro n t. ?  T h e  so lid -p illa r-m en  in  e v e r y  p e rio d  a r e
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to o  a p t  to  p re s e rv e  s ile n ce . T h is, in a  m easu re , is  tr u e  
to -d a y . T h e n , as  th e y  un fold  sp ir itu a lly , leav e  th e  
m asses  f o r  th e  few — le a v e  cro w d e d  c itie s  fo r  su n n y  sites  
by flow ing s tre a m s — le a v e  th e  co n fu sio n  o f  th e  ca u cu s  
fo r  th e  s ile n ce  o f  th e  m o u n ta in — th e  j e s t  o f  th e  buffoon  
fo r  th e  q u ie t o f  th e  lib ra ry , a n d  th e  n o isy  im passioned  
hall fo r  th e  p e a c e fu l p arlo r.

T h is p e rs is te n t s e a rch  f o r  k n ow led ge, r a th e r  th a n  f o r  
w isdom  a n d  m o ra l t r u th , is  to  be n u m b ered  am o n g  th e  
follies o f  th e  a g e . T h e  h ig h e st sig n ifican ce  o f  th e  uni
v erse  is n o t  th e  g a th e r in g  o f  sh ells— n o t th e  co lle ctio n  
o f  d ry  f a c ts , n o r  th e  s tu d y  o f  r ig id  p h ysical la w s ; b u t  
in s tu d y in g  a  liv in g  h u m a n ity , th a t  s ick n ess  m ay  be  
rem ed ied , p o v e r ty  ab o lish ed , p e n e te n tia rie s  tra n sfo rm e d  
in to  re fo rm  sch o o ls, th e  m o ral n a tu r e  o f  th e  m asses q u ick 
en ed , a n d  th e  C h ris t-s p ir it  o f  lo v e  an d  p u rity  m ad e th e  
cro w n in g  g lo ry  o f  a  re s u rr e c te d  h u m an ity .

M e r e  k n o w led g e  n e v e r  d isco v ered  th e  p e rp e tu ity  o f  
an em p ire  o r  re p u b lic . W h e r e  is  c la ss ic  G r e e c e  ?  H e r  
v e ry  soil w as o n ce  a n im a te  w ith  in te l le c t— h e r  m arb le  
w as afire w ith  m u sic  a n d  a r t — h e r  c le a r  w h ite  a l ta rs  w ere  
g a rla n d e d  w ith p o e try , e lo q u en ce , an d  ph ilosoph y. H e r  
gro v es e ch o e d  w ith  th e  w o rd s o f  H o m e r  an d  P e ric le s , 
S o cra te s  a n d  P la to . B u t  did sh riek in g  freed o m — did 
p rou d  k n ow led ge— did in te lle c tu a l g re a tn e ss— did g lo w 
ing p o e try — did su b lim e e lo q u en ce  and lo fty  philosophy  
p re v e n t h e r  d o w n fall ?  T o -d a y  G re e c e  s its  in  d u st a t  
th e  f e e t  o f  h o p eless  ru in s . C a llin g  on  m y w ay hom e  
from  C o n sta n tin o p le  v ia  A th e n s , I  co u ld  n o t  g o  o u t  to  
th e  b a ttle fie ld  o f  M a ra th o n , n o r  v is it  th e  s ite s  o f  h er  
D elp h ic  o ra c le s , fo r  fe a r  o f  b rig an d s. H e r  te m p le s  a re  
m o ss-co v ered , h e r  va lley s  a r e  un filled , a n d  h e r  m ou n 
ta in s  a re  o fte n  crim so n ed  by p row lin g  b a n d itti. A n d , as  
w ith  n a tio n s , so w ith  individu als. T h e re  m ay be know 
le d g e , th e r e  m a y  b e  freed o m , th e r e  m ay be elo q u en ce , 
th e r e  m a y  b e  p rofou n d  r e se a rc h , th e r e  m ay  b e  t r a n 
sce n d e n t g e n iu s  ; b u t u n less  go od n ess, ju s t ic e , in te g rity , 
c h a r ity , self-sacrifice , and p u rity  o f  p u rp o se  un d erlie , 
o v e r-a rc h , a n d  cro w n  th e  w h ole, life is  b u t a n  ech o , a  
d iso rd e re d  d r a m a !

G e n u in e  S p iritu a lis ts . T h e re  a r e  sco res , th ou san d s, 
m illion s o f  th e m . S o m e a r e  b efore  m e  to -d a y , som e  
up on w h ose  w h ite  fo reh ead s th e  a n g els  o f  G o d  have  
w r itte n  th e  w ord  “ fa ith fu l."  Y o u  b e a r  u p o n  y o u r  noble  
b ro w s G o d ’s sea l o f  m an h ood  an d  w o m an h o o d ; and  
w h ile  d aily  w alk in g  th e  m o u n t o f  b e a titu d e  y o u  co m 
m u n e w ith  th o s e  tran sfig u red  h o sts  w ho glide a lo n g  th e  
lo v e-lan d s o f  th e  h ig h e r  life . H a v in g  t r u s t  in  G od , 
e x e rc is in g  fa ith  in th e  p ossib ilities o f  h u m an ity , and  
ch e rish in g  th e  blessed  k n ow led ge o f  a  fu tu re  ex is te n ce , 
th ro u g h  p r e s e n t s p ir it  m an ifestatio n s, y o u  a r e  a  m oral 
p o w er in th e  w o rld . Y o u r  b en ign  d o ctrin e s  a r e  lea v e n 
in g  a n d  so fte n in g  th e  c re e d -e n c ru s te d  s e c ta r is ts  o f  th is  
c e n tu ry . Y o u  live to -d a y , I  t r u s t ,  a s  th o u g h  con sciou s  
o f  b ein g  a lre a d y  in e te r n ity . Y o u  a r e  sp irits  now , 
th o u g h  em bod ied  in m o rta lity . Y o u  a r e  ab o v e , I  am  
su re , th e  com m ission  o f  u n w o rth y  a c t s ;  seek iu g  n e ith e r  
p raise  n o r  fu lso m e f la tte ry . Y o u  a re , I  hope, p ra c tica l  
re fo rm e rs , d o in g  g o o d , fo r  g o o d n ess’ sak e. C and id , 
co n scie n tio u s , a n d  s in c e r e ;  y o u  ta k e  no selfish ad v an 
ta g e s  o f  o th e r s ’ w eak n esses. B ro a d , c a th o lic , and  
ch a rita b le , y o u  c a n  w o rk  w ith a ll t r u e  self-sacrificin g  
w o rk e rs . I n  m eth o d s, y o u  a r e  m o re  c o n s tru c tiv e  th a n  
d e s tru c tiv e . R e la tin g  to  books, B ib le s , an d  sp iritu al 
co m m u n ica tio n s , y o u  e x e r c is e  y o u r  ow n b e s t ju d g m e n t. 
A p p re c ia tin g  th e  m o d esty  an d  sen sitiv en ess  o f  tru e , 
tru s tw o rth y  m ed iu m s, y o u  th ro w  a ro u n d  th e m  th e  
m a n tle  o f  sy m p a th y  a n d  p ro te c tio n .

T ra v e rs in g  th e  w o rld  in  s e a rc h  o f  s c ie n ce  and w isdom , 
y o u  s tr iv e  a f te r  self-b alan ce  an d  a  sw eet re lig io u s  c u l
tu r e . A d m in is te rin g  re p r o o f  in g e n tle n e ss , y o u  a r e  slow  
to  b eliev e  ill o f  o th e rs , a n d  fo rg iv e  as  y o u  w ould be 
fo rg iv en . A c c e p tin g  S p iritu alism  as  a  sp iritu al m an ifes
ta tio n , b ased  u p o n  th e  th re e  tr ia n g u la r  p o in ts— sp iritu al, 
m en tal, a n d  p h y sica l p h en o m en a— y o u  se e  in  i t  th e  
cu lm in a tin g  g e n iu s  o f  P ro te s ta n tism , a n d  fe e l in i t  th e  
ou tflow in g  lo ve o f  G od , th e  b roth erh oo d  o f  m an , th e  
d ivin e  p rin cip le  o f  h olin ess, th e  in d w ellin g  C h r is t  o f  
lo v e  an d  w isd om , th e  C o m fo rte r  prom ised  in th e  N ew  
T e sta m e n t, a n d  th e  D iv in e  G u e s t  cro w n ed  w ith  im m o r
ta l i ty . I  sp eak  th is  u n d er th e  eclip se  o f  th e  p r e s e n t ;  |

sp eak  i t  as  a  se e r , s tan d in g  fo r  th e  m o m en t u p o n  th e  
m o u n t o f  vision.

A s  S p iritu a lis ts  w e m u st to le ra te  each  o th e r  upon all 
su b o rd in ate  su b jects . W e  live u p o n  d ifferen t planes. 
N o n e  m u st ju d g e  a n o th e r 's  m otiv es. C on d em n ation  is 
n o t C h ris t-lik e . T h e o re tica l n o tio n s th a t  w ould d isg u st  
o n e  m ay  p lease  a n d  p rofit o th e rs . B a ch  m u st be p e r
m itte d  to  s e le c t  fo r  h im self I  find, from  exten siv e  
tra v e ls , th a t  m o rals , like relig iou s beliefs, a re  la rg ely  
g eo g rap h ica l. C h a r ity , as  th e  A p o stle  ta u g h t, is vastly  
m o re im p o rta n t th a n  faith  o r  hope. S e lf  ce n te rin g  m y  
m ind, I  som etim es s a y  o f  m y soul a n d  its  e n tra n ce  in to  
th is  w o rld , th a t  I  d ied  th a t  I  m ig h t live, sinned th a t  I  
m ig h t re p e n t , w an d ered  in  d ark n ess  th a t  I  m ight see  
and m o re  fu lly  a p p re cia te  th e  lig h t, le f t m y n ativ e  skies  
th a t, a f te r  th e  w eary  e x p e rie n ce s  o f  e a r th , I  m igh t 
re tu r n  to  th e  N irv a n a  o f  co n scio u s r e s t  a n d  im m o rta l  
rep ose . N o  finan cial d ish on esty , n o  self-seek in g  for  
p o w er, n o  c r im e  w as e v er fasten ed  to  ev en  th e  sk ir ts  o f  
m y g a rm e n ts . A n d  y e t  I  am  n o t p e r f e c t . L ik e  P au l, 
I  seek  to  “  a tta in  u n to  p e r f e c tio n .”  H a v e  w e n o t all 
sin n ed  a f t e r  th e  sim ilitu d e o f  A d am  ?  A n d  did n o t ou r  
fa th e rs  sin  b efo re  u s ?  O n ly  p e rfe c te d  sa in ts  should  
ru d e ly  s to n e  o th e r s ! “ N e i th e r  d o I  cond em n th e e ,”  
excla im ed  th e  g e n tle  J e s u s  ; “ g o  and sin  n o m o re .”

S p iritu alis ts  should n o t on ly  give m o re  tim e  and a tte n 
tio n  to  m u sic— th a t  w o n d erfu l lia rm o n iser  o f  so u ls—  
b u t th e y  sh ou ld  cu ltiv a te  m o re  o f  th e  w orshipful sp irit. 
B y  w orsh ip , I  m ean  love, re v e re n c e , an d  com m u nion  
w ith  th e  b eau tifu l, th e  t r u e , a n d  th e  a ll -p e r fe c t  g o od . I  
se e  G o d  an d  w orsh ip  H im  in  th e  re v ealed  u n iv erse— in  
th e  flow er, in  th e  b lith e g azelle , in  y o u , o h ! royal-so u led  
m en  a n d  w o m en . A n d , liftin g  m y so u l-th o u g h ts  still  
h ig h er, I  r e v e re n tly  w o rsh ip  th e  In fin ite  P e rs o n a lity  o f  
th e  u n iv e r s e ! I n  a  su b o rd in ate  sen se  I  w orship y o u , I  
co m m u n e w ith  y o u , I  live in y o u r  h e a rts , a n d  I  w an t  
y o u  to  live in m y h e a r t . I t  is w arm , th ro b b in g  a n d  b est
in g  in  lo ve f o r  h u m a n ity . 0 !  i t  is  lo vely  to  lo ve— it  is 
divin e to  w orship. I  w a n t to  live in  th e  h e a r t  o f  J e s u s ,  
in  th e  sy m p a th y  o f  A p p olon iu s, in th e  te n d e rn e ss  o f  
H y p a tia , a y e , in  th e  h e a rts  o f  all th e  p ro p h ets  and m ar
ty r s , s e e rs  a n d  sa in ts  o f  th e  ag o n e  ag es . T he p ast, 
p re se n t, a n d  fu tu re , in th e  D ivin e M in d , a r e  a  T rin ity  
in  U n ity .

S p iritu alis ts  h av e  n o  estab lish ed  c h u rc h — no a u th o r 
ised , fo rm a l c re e d  —  n o r  fixed m eth o d  o f  p ro ce e d u re  
re la tiv e  to  ro llin g  o n w ard  th e  c a r  o f  p ro g ress . T h e re 
fo re  a ll  h e lp e rs  m u st be g re e te d  w ith  a  ju d ic io u s  lib erty  
o f  a c tio n . I t  w ould  be d eligh tfu l if  e v e ry  w ork m an  
up on th e  sp iritu al te m p le  w as a  sk illed  m e c h a n ic ; if  
e v e ry  b eliev er w as en th u sia stic , g e n e ro u s , and p rac
tica l  ; i f  ev ery  m edium  w as p e rfe c tly  developed aud well- 
b alan ced  ; an d  if  e v e ry  sp e a k e r  h ad th e  wisdom  o f  
S olon , th e  e lo q u en ce  o f  D em o sth en es, th e  lo g ic  o f  B aco n , 
th e  en th u siasm  o f  P e t e r  th e  H e rm it, a n d  th e  sw eetn ess  
a u d  p u rity  th a t  ch a ra c te rise s  th e  sa in tly  L u c re tia  M o tt.

S p iritu alism  is  n e ith e r  lo cal n o r  n atio n al, b u t co sm o 
p o litan . I t s  v alu ed  arm ie s  n u m b er m illions. T h e ir  
h ead s differ, b u t  th e  m ajo rity  o f  th e ir  h e a rts  b e a t as  
on e. T h e ir  le a d e r  is  in  th e  heaven o f  h eavens. S een  in 
co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  in co m in g  c y c le , S p iritu alism  is all 
rain -b ow ed  w ith  p rom ise , a n d  aflam e w ith th e  lig h t and  
lo ve o f  G o d . S tu d ied  in g iven  lo ca lities , w h ere to o  m an y  
h a rp s  h a n g  up on th e  w illow s, th e re  m ay be sign s a n d  
sym b ols o f  d isco u rag em en t, and y e t  n ev er a  tru th  
p erish ed . P o w e r  d o es n o t co n sis t in n u m b ers . T h e  g u lf  
s tre a m , in co m p ariso n  w ith th e  ocean , is  s m a l l : i t  so m e
tim e s  seem s as  th ou g h  th e  o cean  w ould sw allow  i t  up ; 
y e t  th e r e  i t  rem ain s in th e  o ce a n , b u t n o t o f  th e  o cean  ; 
th e re  i t  rem ain s an ev e rla s tin g  riv er , flow ing stead ily  
an d  re sistle ssly  on  f ro m  th e  G u lf  o f  M exico  to  th e  A r c t ic  
seas, b earin g  th e  w arm  tre a s u re s  o f  th e  tro p ics  to  th e  
frig id  re g io n s— ch an g in g  clim ates , m odifying th e  sw ift- 
fo o ted  w inds, sp read in g  g ra te fu l blessings o f  su m m er  
w arm th  o v er m o u n ta in o u s co u n trie s , o th erw ise  lock ed  
in e te r n a l fro sts , and re ce iv in g  b ack  th e  cold  c u rre n ts  
fro m  th e  n o rth  only to  so ften  a n d  e le v a te  th em  to  a  
m o re d esirab le  te m p e ra tu re , a n d  all a s  a  p o te n cy  and  
p ro m ise  o f  a  w aving h a rv e st a n d  a  go ld en  f ru ita g e . S u ch  
is  th e  c o u rs e  o f  t r u e , ra tio n a l, re lig io u s  S p iritu alism . 
G o d  is  sp irit, and H e  n e v e r  ch an gos. C h rist, sp iritu 
a lly  co n sid ered , is  th e  w ay , th e  tr u th , an d  th e  life.
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C h rist-an g els  a ro  co n tin u ally  g o in g  fo r th , a n d  th ro u g h  
th e ir  qu icken ing in flu en ces, souls s p rin g  in to  new ness  
o f  life , sp rin g  o u t  o f  d ark n ess in to  sp iritu a l lig h t, o u t  
o f  s tag n atio n  in to  m oral ac tiv ity , o u t  o f  w eak n ess in to  
su p erh u m an  pow er, a n d  o u t  o f co ld  ir re v e re n ce  in to  
deep, w arm , relig io u s con v ictio n s, doing th e  w ill o f  G o d  !

S p iritu alism , m odifying th e  w h ole series  o f  th e  scien ces  
and fash ion ing th e  philosophies, will c o n s titu te  th e  r e 
ligion o f  th e  w orld  b y th e  clo se  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  
c e n tu ry .— M in d  a n d  M a tter .

C O M M U N IC A T IO N .

B l i n d  in m y la t te r  d ay s, m y soul b ecam e a ttu n e d  to  
heavenly th in g s, b ein g  no lo n g er cap ab le  o f a tten d in g  
to  th in g s m undane. H o w  o ften  is  th a t  th e  c a s e !  So 
long as  health  and s tre n g th  abide w ith us th e  fu tu re  is 
un cared  for, o r  th o u g h t o f  only ns an  u n p leasan t su b ject  
to  be re leg ated  to  a d eathb ed. I t  f req u en tly  h ap p en s in 
a m an '8 life, how ever, th a t  th e  loss o f  a  d e a r on o, o r  
som e calam ity  to  one’s self, as  in m y ca se , fo rces  th e  
su b ject to  th e  scen ic  ch am b ers o f  th e  b rain , from  
w h ence th e  p ictu re  can  n ev er be o b lite ra ted . S tra n g e  
i t  seem s th a t th e  inevitable is th e  la s t th in g  th a t  m ost  
m en care  to  look in to . T h ru stin g  th e  su b je c t fa r  from  
th em , u n w ittin gly  th ey  lose th e ir  p a r a d is e ; fo r  in 
sp iritu al th in g s, th orou g h ly u n d erstood , m an , w h ilst still 
on e a rth , can  rev el in a  tr u e  “  G ard en  o f  E d e n ,”  p lu ck 
in g  th e  fru it from  th e  t r e e  o f  know ledge as  he w alks, th e  
only se rp e n t he need dread, being th e  dem on o f  his pas
sions. T h e  ap p le o f  discord  req u ires no o th e r te m p te r, and  
on ce  having ea te n , th e  m eal is ackn ow led ged to  bo an  
u n satisfac to ry  ono. A l a s ! fo r  th e  e rro rs  th a t  have  
c re p t from  tim e  to  tim e in to  th e  religion o f m ankind. I  
fo r  one, have helped to  p e rp e tu a te  som e o f th ese  fallacies, 
w ritten  th ough thoy w ere  u n d er sp ir it in fluence, j u s t  as  
u n d er sp ir it influence w ere  received , w h a t a re  te rm ed  
th e  sacred  w ritings o f  th e  e a rth , b lended w ith tru th  and  
e r ro r  ; th is  show s th a t  th e  m ind o f  th e  m ediu m  should  
be unbiassed and free fro m  a n y  co lo u rin g  o r  preju dice, 
in o rd er th a t  in telligen ces who have ou tg ro w n  th e  
e rro rs  o f  e arth -life  should send dow n th e  p u re  ra y s  o f  
lig h t receiv ed  from  H im  who w as called  th e  “ Su n  o f  
K ig h teo u sn ess,” which lig h t w ould c le a r  aw ay  th e  
stum bling blocks placed  in m a n ’s w ay  by th e  C h u rch  
and th e  B ib le  itself. N e v e r  w as th e re  a tim e  w hen th is  
lig h t w as m o re  need ed th a n  a t  th o  p re se n t day. W e  
look upon thousands w ho, h av in g left th e  highw ay o f  the  
various ch u rch es , a re  losing them selves in  a  w ilderness  
o f d o u b t, g rop in g  about for a  p ath w ay th a t  sh all load 
th em  to  th e  “ e te rn a l c ity .”  W e  ca n n o t w itness th ese  
stru g g les  for freedom  w ith o u t d o in g  o u r  b e s t to  aid ; 
and by th u s  com m u n icatin g  w ith e a rth  w e ta k e  th e  first 
s te p  tow ard s satisfyin g th a t n u m erou s h o st who d o u b t 
th e  im m o rtality  o f  th e  soul. T h a t  proved to  th e  sa tis 
factio n  o f  each  individual, all th e  r e s t  follow s as  n a tu r 
ally as d ay lig h t follow s th e  risin g  o f  th o  su n . L ik e  all 
g r e a t  m ovem ents, Spiritu alism  is a t  f irs t u n p o p u la r ; th e  
tim e w ill com e w hen th e  seeds th a t  a r e  now c a s t  w ell- 
nigh ov er all th e  hab itab le  glob e, h av in g g e rm in a te d , 
shall b ear fru it a  hund red -fold  ; w hen th e  w onder shall 
be, n o t  th a t  a  m an is a  S p iritu alist, b u t th a t  he should  
be a non-believer. T h en  shall th e  M illenn ium  have  
in deed b e g u n ; and w ith o u t th e  g rav es  op en in g shall 
th o se  who have go n e b efore do a s  even now , on ly  m ore  
palpably, n am ely , live ag ain  upon e a rth  ; w hich f a c t  has 
been so m isund erstood u n d er th e  te rm  re su rre c tio n . 
N o  re su rre c tio n  o f  a n y  bones is  th is ;  n o  m iracle , no 
b reach  o f  law  ; b u t a ll in acco rd a n ce  w ith th a t  sp iritu al 
law  w hich m oves all th in g s  from  th e  lo w est to  th e  
h ig h e s t; a law  w hich can  n e v e r  be in frin ged , f o r  i t  
em an ates  lrom  th a t  G r e a t  8 p ir it  w hom  w e n e v e r  can  
know , b u t w hose fiat ru le th  a ll th ings.

F r ie n d , I  now leave. G o od  n ig h t !
C astlem ain e.

A dvertiBem enta

T O  I N V A L I D 8 .

"W IN E , W e ll  M a tu re d  a n d  O ld , fo r  M ed ica l P u rp o ses . 
A  v e ry  ch o ice  sam p le. P a r tic u la r s — W . H . T e r r y .

S P I R I T U A L  N O T E S .
R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  S p i r i t u a l  S c i e n c e ,  a n d  s e r v i n g  a s  a n  
a u x i l i a r y  t o  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  c i r c l e ,  m e d i u m ,  a n d  l e c t u r e r ,  b e i n g  d e 
v o t e d  t o  t h e  d i f f u s i o n  o f  u s e f u l  a n d  p e r m a n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .

S P I R I T U A L  N O T E S  i s  t h e  a d o p t e d  o r g a n  o f  a l l  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

E n g l i s h  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  s p i r i t u a l i s m ,  a n d  c o n t a i n s  
o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e i r  p r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  p r o s p e c t i v e  a n n o u n c e 
m e n t s ;  a r t i c l e s  o n  v a r i o u s  p h a s e s  o f  s p i r i t u a l i s m  b y  t a l e n t e d  
w r i t e r s  o f  e m i n e n c e  i n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  ;  e d i t o r i a l  n o t e s  o n  

p a s s i n g  e v e n t s ,  b o t h  a t  h o m e  a n d  a b r o a d  ; r e v i e w s  o f  c u r r e n t  
s p i r i t u a l i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  ;  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ;  n o t e s  a n d  q u e r i e s  ;  l i s t  
o f  s o c i e t i e s ,  w i t h  n a m e s  o f  t h e i r  s e c r e t a r i e s  a n d  p l a c e  o f  m e e t i n g s ;  
a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s t  s t u d e n t s .

L i t e r a r y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f o r  S P I R I T U A L  N O T E S  t o  b o  
a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  E d itor,  a n d  a l l  b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
M anager,  M b . T h o m a s  B l y t o n ,  c a r e  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  P u b l i s h e r ,  M r .  

E .  W .  A l l e n , 1 1 ,  A v e  M a r i a  L a n e ,  L o n d o n ,  E n g l a n d .
Melbourne ;—W. H. Terry, 81, Russell Street South.

V ICTO R IAN  A S S O C IA TIO N  OF S P IR IT U A L IS T S .
O b jects : — T h e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  A d v a n c e m e n t  o v  

S p i b i t u a l i s t i c  T r u t h s  a n d  P d U P 0 3 E 8 .

Office & Beading-room, 84 Bussell-st., Melbourne.

M em b ersh ip  co n s is ts  in e n ro lm e n t a n d  p a y m e n t o f  
a  Q u a rte rly  S u b scrip tio n , th e  a m o u n t to  b e  fixed  by  
th e  e n ro llin g  m em ber.

A dva ntages ,— F r e e  a cce ss  to  L i b r a r y  an d  R e a d in g  
R o o m , C on versazio n es, D e b a te s  &  E x p e r ie n c e  m eetin g s , 
B o o k s from  C ircu la tin g  L ib r a r y , & c ., a n d  th e  p riv ile g e  
o f  issu in g  ad m ission  t i c k e ts  to  frien d s.

J A M E S  H U T C H E N S .
4 0  L Y G O N  S T R E E T , C A R L T O N .

B e e a d  &  B i s c u i t  B a k e r ,  P a s t r y c o o k ,  C o n f e c t i o n e r  
a n d  C a t e r e r .

P u r e  B ro w n  D ig e s tiv e  L im e  a n d  M ilk  B r e a d ,
A lso , D ig estiv e  S co n es , h ig h ly  reco m m en d ed . 

F a m ilie s  a n d  P a r t ie s  S u p p lied .

PSYCHO MESMERIC HEALING^
S S R S .  W E B E S , ,

S p iritu al M e sm e ric , H e a lin g  a n d  D ia g n o sin g  M ed iu m . 
T h e  m o s t in v e te ra te  d iseases cu re d . Im m e d ia te  r e lie f  
a n d  sp eod y c u r e  in  all cases  o f  A c u t e  Iu fla m a tio n , I n 
te rn a l G a th e rin g s , e tc .

8 3  G O R E  S T R E E T , F I T Z R O Y .
H o u r s  f r o m  1 1  t i l l  2 .

J U S T  R E C E I V E D ,  E X  “ W I N I F R E D . ”

T h e  G o d s ; C o l. I n g e r s o l ,  G/3.
T h e  G h o s ts ; C o l. I n g e r s o l ,  7 /6 .
S p irit M a n ife s ta tio n s ; R e v . C h as. B e e c h e r , 7 /6 .  
V o ln ey ’s N ew  R e s e a rc h e s , 7 /6 .
T h e  L a w s o f  B e in g  ( K y d ) ,  5 / .
A n  E y e  O p e n e r, 3 /6 .
M y s te ry  o f  E d w in  D ro o d , co m p le te , 5 / .
N e w  S u p p lies o f  A . J .  D a v s ’, R a n d o lp h ’s , a n d  o th e r  

B ook s.

P A M P H L E T S  J U S T  P U B L I S H E D .

M ista k e s  o f  M o ses  : A  L e c tu r e  by C o l. In g e rs o l. N .Z .  
re p rin t. P r ic e  S ixp en ce .

S k u lls , o r  M a n , W o m a n , a n d  C h ild , b y th e  sam e a u th o r ,  
t c  a r r iv e  sh o rtly .

T h o m as P a in e , th e  T e rr o r  o f  th e  P r ie s ts ,  b u t  th e  F r ie n d  
o f th e  P e o p le  : L e c tu r e  b y  T h o m as W a lk e r .  N e a t  
w rap p er. P r ic e , F o u r p e n c e .

W .  H . T E R R Y ,  84  R U S S E L L  S T R E E T .

A N I M A L  M A f l N E T I S M r
M B .  L E S L I E  K R O N E ,

M a g n é tis e r  a n d  M e d ica l R u b b e r . R e fe re n c e s  to  w ell- 
kn ow n M ed ical P r a c tit io n e rs . M a y  b e  co n su lte d  

A T  M R . D A V Y ’S, C H E M I S T ,
1 0 4  B o u r k e - s t b e e t  E a s t .
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T H E  A U S T R A L I A N ,
A Monthly Magazine, containing on an average 140 pages of reading matter—comprising

T A L E S .  E S S A Y S ,

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES,

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY,

GEOLOGY, ASTRONOMY,

S T O R I E S ,  POETRY,

And a general miscellaneous assortment of subjects calculated to suit the public taste.

“  THE AUSTRALIAN”
Was first published in October, 1878, and has steadily increased in favour with all classes.

6 ( T HE A U S T R A L I A N ”
Is published in Sydney, N. S. Wales, on the 1st of every month, by 

E. CYR IL H AVI LAND- Editor and Sole Proprietor,

“ Australian” Office: LITTLE GEORGE STREET,

S Y D N E Y ,
From whom Specimen Copies may be had by Post, to any address,

F O R  T W E L V E  P E N N Y  S T A M P S .

A perusal of any number will satisfy the reader of the good quality of the literary 
pj^ralum supplied, which is contributed by the best writers in all the Colonies,

P R I C E ,  O N E  S H I L L I N G  P E R  C O P Y
O R

T w e l v e  S h i l l i n g s  p e r  A n n u m ,  b y  P o s t ,

TO A I T Y  A D D R E S S .

E .  C Y E I L  H A Y I L A N D ,  P u b l i s h e r ,

L I T T L E  G E O R G E  S T R E E T ,

S Y D N E Y .
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S T E W A R T  & CO., Photographers,
217 B O U R K E S T R E E T  E A S T , M ELBO UR N E.

Greatly Enlarged._______________________P rem ises Four BtudloB

C o u n tr y  A g e n t s :—
C astlem aine— 3 .  A . Ja m e s , B ook seller, B a r k e r  S tre e t .  
S a n d h u rst— M r . J .  W illia m s, 3 0  B e n so n ’s A rca d e . 
W agga W agga— W . C . H u n te r .
Sy dney— M essrs  T u r n e r  & H e n d e rso n , 1G H u n te r  S t .  
A d ela id e— G e o rg e  R o b e rtso n .
B arn a w a rth a — F .  G . E g g le sto n .
Tasm ania ( N .  W . Coast) W . B . &  O sw in B u tto n , L e v o n .  
H o b a rt  Town— R . M c L e a n , E liz a b e th  S tre e t .
Q ulgong— M r. M a rk  Sm ith.

A g en ts  w anted f o r  a ll p a rt s  o f  th e  Colony.

C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  
M e r i t  
1875.

A w a r d e d  Go l d  
M e d a l , L o n d o n  

1875.

B r o n z e  M e d a l  
M e l b o u r n e  

1873.

W . M A T T H E W S ,
P I A N O F O R T E  M A K E R  from  B ro a d w o o d 's , L o n d on  

3 3  C la re n d o n -s tre e t  E m e ra ld  H ill.

T U N I N G  A N D  R E P A I R I N G .

P IT O T Q - A R T .

B A T C H E L D E R  A N D  CO. ,
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

(Established 1854),
Execute commissions in nil styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address 

4:1 O O I» X. X US a 1* R E  e a r  t  .

S E E D !  S E E D ! !  S E E D ! ! !

O n e H u n d red  T ra c ts , P am p h lets , a n d -P a p e r s  on  
Spiritualism  and E re e th o u g h t su b jects s e n t to  any p a r t  
o f V ic to ria  for 5 / .  5 0 0  for 2 0 / .

W , I I .  T E R R Y , 8 4  R U S S E L L  S T R E E T .  

S P I R I T U A L I S T I C  & F R E E T I I O U G H T  P A P E R S .

The Medium, London (Weekly), 12/6, per annum.
The Spiritualist „ „ 15/ „
The Banner of Light, the oldest American Spiritualistic and 

Freethought paper, published weekly. Subscription, 22/6 per 
annum.

The Religio-Philosophical Journal, a first-class Amorican Weekly 
published at Chicago, U.S.A. Subscription, 22/6 per annum.

Shaker Manifesto, monthly, 8d.
The Voice of Angels, nn interesting journal Edited by -Spirits, 

published fortnightly. 10s. per annum.
Copies of nil the above available for subscription.

" The Lyceum Minnturc," written by Members of the Melbourne 
Progressive Lyceum. Price 3d. 3s. per annum.

P O S T A G E  E X T R A  

W . H . T E R R Y ,  8 4  R u ssell S tre e t .

"THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND 

FREE THOUGHT

S u b scrip tio n , T o w n , 5 / -  p e r  a n n u m ; C o u n try , 5 /6  

N eig h b o u rin g  C olo n ies a n d  G r e a t  B r i ta in , 6 / -  

S u b scrip tio n s d a te  fro m  S e p te m b e r  t o  A u g u s t , a n d  a re  
p a y a b le  in  ad v an ce .

T h e  “  H a rb in g e r”  m ay  b e  o b ta in e d  b o u n d , 2  vols. in 

on e, a t  1 2 s . Gd.

M E S M E R I S M .— A  C o u rse  o f  L e s s o n s  in th is  S cien ce  
qu alifying th e  pu p il in  a l l  i ts  M e d ica l, a s  w ell as  
E x p e rim e n ta l A p p lica tio n s, b y  a n  o p e ra to r  o f  co n sid er
ab le  e x p e rie n ce , w ho h eld  an  a p p o in tm e n t a s  L e c tu r e r  
on  M esm erism  to  a  S cien tific  and P sy ch o lo g ica l S o cie ty  
in E n g lan d  for so m e y e a rs . F o r  f u r th e r  p a r ticu la rs ,  
a d d re s s :— D r. W illia m s, M .A ., P u n t  R o a d , R ich m o n d .

Country Students by Correspondence.

S I N G E R  S E W I N G  M A C H I N E
P R I C E S  R E D U C E D ! P R I C E S  R E D U C E D 1 

S I N G E R 'S  S E W I N G  M A C H I N E S .
W e  beg to  inform  th e  pu blic th a t  th e  S I N G E R  

S E W I N G  M A C H I N E  C O M P A N Y  having still fu rth e r  
in creased  th e ir  facilities for ch eap en in g  th e  co s t o f  p ro 
d u ction , now offer th e ir  M ach in es, w ith th e  la te st  
im provem ents, a t  g reatly

R E D U C E D  P R I C E S . R E D U C E D  P R I C E S  
S I N G E R  H A N D  M A C H I N E ,  

w ith T R I P L E  A C T IO N  B A L A N C E  W H E E L ,  £ 4  15 s .
S I N G E R  T R E A D L E  M A C H I N E ,

W ith  T rip le  A ctio n  B alan ce  W h e e l , fo r  winding bobbins  
w ith o u t ru n n in g  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  th e  m ach in e, £ 6  10s. 

T h e  S I N G E R  M A C H I N E S , h av in g becom e so  popular  
in all p a rts  o f  th e  w orld , a re  now  copied by a h o rd e o f  
G erm an  and o th e r im itato rs.

T h ese G erm an  a n d  o th e r  im itatio n s a r e  sold u n d er  
variou s nam es, and all a r e  said to  bo th e  B E S T  I N  T H E  
W O R L D , A C K N O W L E D G E D  S U P E R I O R  to  all 

O T H E R S , U N R I V A L L E D , and so fo rth ,  
which a r e  n o t only C O P I E S  o f th e  m ech an ical c o n s tru c 
tio n , b u t  also  o f  th e  Style op Castings, Decorations 
and General Appearance o f th e  S I N G E R  M A C H I N E .  
B u y no M ach in e  th a t  has n o t  th e  w ord s “  S in g e r M an u 
fa ctu rin g  C om p an y”  o n  th e  to p  o f  th e  a rm  a n d  on  th e  
b ra ss  lab el on  th e  f ro n t o f  arm .

S I N G E R  M A C H I N E S  
M ay b e  h ad on  T I M E - P A Y M E N T  o f  1 0 s . cash  

and 2 s . 6 d . a W e e k .
Price Lists and Circulars free by post. 

S T A N F O R D  &  C O ., A g e n ts , B o u rk e  S tre e t .

ROBERT KINGSTON
(FROM

SANGSTEIIS,

LONDON),

MAKER BY 

APPOINTMENT

TO HER MAJESTY

mbrell'a flEbr,
USTO. 2 6  l E L O ir .A .I L j

SS Elgin Street, Carlton.
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth, 

Zanilla, and Alpaca.

BOTANIC MEDICINES.

A ll  k in d s o f  B o ta n ic  M e d ic in e s , K e ith 's  O rg a n ic  
P re p a ra tio n s , R o o ts , B a rk s , H e r b s , T in c tu re s , F lu id  
E x t r a c t s  and S a tu r a te s , E n g lis h  a n d  A m e rica n  I m 
p o rte d  and o n  sa le  b y  W .  H .  T e r r y ,  8 4  R u s s e ll  S t r e e t .  
C o u g h  B a lsa m , B ro n c h itis  an d  S tillin g ia  C o u g h  D ro p s  
v e ry  efficacious.

M ed ic in es  sen t to a n y  p a rt  o f  th e  Colony by  p o s t  o r  
otherw ise, o n  rec e ip t  o f  rem itta n ce.

. ,£ rlS“ d Ì L E- Co''  at thclr 0fflcc. 106 Elizabeth Stri ct Melbourne
S . S S  W' H' Torry’ and published bv him at 81 B umoII Street


