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B e a d e b s  of th e  H a r b in g e r  w ill b e  aw are f ro m  le tte rs  

an d  re p o r ts  ap p earin g  in its colu m n s, o f  a  d isag reem en t  

b e tw een  th e  lo cal A s s o c ia tio n ’o f  S p iritu alis ts  and M rs  

B r i t te n .  W e  should n o t, how ever, h av e  alluded fu r th e r  

to  th is  u n p leasan t su b ject, b u t fo r  th e  p u b lic  in tro d u c

tio n  o f  i t  b y M r s . B r i t te n  in  h e r  v aled icto ry  add ress  

w h ich  prom p tod  th o  sp ecial m eetin g s o f  th e 'A sso cia tio n  

and its  co m m itteo , an d  ca lled  f o r th  th e  le t te r  o f  its  

s e c r e ta r y  w hich a p p e a rs  in a n o th e r  colu m n . W e  a re  

b u t a n  “ h u m b le” so ld ier in  th e  ra n k s  o f  w hich sh e  calls  

h e rse lf  a  “  n o b le”  on e, o u r  o n ly  claim  to  n o b ility  b ein g  

th a t  o f  tr u th . A n d  b y th is  claim  w e feel called  up on  to  
do b a ttle , n o t  w ith  M rs . B r i t te n , b u t w ith w h at w e co n 

ceiv e  to  b e  th e  e rro rs  w hich sh e  has p u t  forw ard  as  

tru th s . W e  c a n n o t b u t d ep lore  th e  evid on t anim u s  

shew n b y  M r s . B r i t te n  a g a in st a  body o f  ladies and  

g e n tlem en  w ho h av ew ork ed  e arn estly , d isin terested ly ,an d  

h ith e rto  h arm on iou sly  f o r  th e  ad v an cem en t o f  S p iritu al

ism  in th is  p a r t  o f  th e  w orld. T h e  sp iritu alistic  “  h o u se”  

w hich a p p e a rs  to  bo in  th is  in sta n ce , th e  V ic to ria n  

A sso cia tio n , is  n o t “  divided ag ain st itse lf ,” b u t as  will 

be seen  from  th e  re p o r t  o f  its  la s t  m eetin g , is all but 

un anim ou s in i ts  opinion on th e  m a tte r  in q u estio n , and  

th e  co n tem p tu o u s m an n er in w h ich  M rs . B ri tto n  speaks  

o f  th em  as  “  th e  p erson s who for reaso n s and pu rp oses  

o f  th e ir  ow n h a v e  seced ed  fro m  m y side,” is  u n w orth y  

o f  o n e  occu p y in g  so prom in ent a  p o sitio n  in th e  S p iritu al 

arm y . T h e  sim ile o f  th o  (low ers is  g o od , b u t  n o t a  

fo rtu n a te  o n e  fo r  th e  sp eak er, as  i t  c u ts  b o th  w ays, and  

th e  k e e n e st ed g e is  tu rn e d  to w ard s h e r, fo r  su re ly  one  
hu nd red flow ers com e n e a re r  a  re p re se n ta tio n  o f  th e  

flora  o f  th e  u n iv erse  th a n  a  sin g le  specim en, and con se

q u en tly  th e  h u n d red  o r  so o f  th e  m em b ers o f  th e  A sso

c ia tio n  who d issen t from  M rs . B r i t te n  a r e  a  fa ire r  r e p re 

se n ta tio n  o f  S p iritu alists  and Spiritu alism  th a n  th e  lady  

re fe rre d  to , even backed up b y h e r  tw o  su p p o rters  

w ith in  i ts  ran k s.

W e  ta k e  no e x ce p tio n  to  th e  classification  of 

S p iritu alis ts  as  g iven  in o u r  re p o rt, th o u g h  w e think  

M r s . B r i t te n  should have explained th a t  th e  “ seco n d ”  

class, form  only a n  infinitesim al p o rtion  o f  th e  body, b u t 

th e  assu m p tion  th a t  th o se  only w ho atten d ed  h e r  lectu res  

w ere  tr u e  S p iritu alists , w h ilst th ose who absen ted  th em 

selves a r e  s tig m atised  as  P h enom en alists, is  one o f  th e  

g ro s s e s t pieces o f  egotism  w e h a v e .m e t w ith. W e  wish  

to  w rite  te m p e ra te ly , b u t ca n n o t ju s tly  e x p re ss  ou r

selves in m ild er te rm s, n o r  do wo think th a t  a n y  im partial 

re a d e r  o f  th a t  p o rtion  o f M r s . B r i t te n ’s add ress can  say  

th e y  a r e  to o  severe.

T h e  la s t  p o rtio n  o f  th e  ad d ress to  w hich w e ta k e  e x 

cep tion  is th a t re la tin g  to  M r. T hom as W a lk e r  ; i t  w ould  

h av e b een  a  g racefu l a c t  on  th e  p a r t  o f  M rs. B ritte n  to  an

n o u n ce  M r . W a lk e r ’s com ing le c tu re , b u t all th e  m erit 

o f  th e  a c t  is  lo s t  w hen th o  occasion  is m ade u se  o f  to  

s tig m atise  th ose, who from  p rin cip le  had h eld  a lo o f from  

h e r  le c tu re s , as  h e r  enem ies, and to  in jure M r . W a lk e r  

by th e  g ra tu ito u s  a n d  u n w arran ted  s ta te m e n t, th a t, “ he  

is  n o t w ith th em  (th e  A ssociatio n ) in feelin g.”  W e  a r e  

ab le from  p erson al know ledge to  affirm th a t  M r . W a lk e r  

is , and h as  b een  in  sy m p ath y  w ith th e  A sso cia tio n  and  

i ts  ob jects, is on  th e  m o st friendly te rm s  w ith i ts  officers 

a n d  m an y  o f  its  m em bers, a n d  we d o u b t i f  he has a  

single en em y w ithin i ts  ranks.

I t  is  a  painful task  fo r  us to  con d em n  th e  u tte r 

an ces  o f  one fo r  whom  as  a  pu blic sp eak er  

and te a ch e r  o f  th e  tru th s  o f  S p iritu alism  w e have  

th e  h ig h est re sp e ct, b u t i f  e ith e r  from  p erson al o r  ex 

tern al in sp iration  h e r  lips sp eak  falsehood, i t  is  in cu m 

b e n t u p o n  us to  do o u r  p a r t  in  c o rre c tin g  i t ,  fo r  th e  

confid ence in sp ired  b y  th e  tru th s  w hich a re  w o n t to  flow 

th ro u g h  th a t  ch an n el m ak es th e  e r ro r  m o re  dan gerous.

I t  is  w ith th is  view  alon e w e h%ve w ritte n , a ll th ese  

hu m an e rro rs  a n d  w eak nesses can n o t a ffect th e  tru th s  

M rs. B r i t te n  h as u tte r e d  o r  w ill y e t  g iv e  u t te r a n c e  to . 

E r r o r  p e rish e th  b u t tr u th  is  im m o rtal, and th e  

tim e  w ill d o u b tless co m e w hen th is  e lo q u en t te a ch e r  

w ill r e g r e t  as  m u ch  as  w e do h e r  v a led icto ry  add ress  

h ere.
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S P I R I T U A L  E X P E R I E N C E S .

XI.

I  wow w an t to  speak m ore p articu larly  o f  bow y o u , in 
th e  earth -sta te , should be affected by th e  contem plation  

/o fd h ese  spiritual horizons, which to  us a re  so in calcu 
lably in terestin g  and in stru ctive. T o u r  im m ed iate su r
roundings a r e  m ade up o f  th e  ph ysical things which cor
respond to yo u r m ore e x tern al th ou g h ts and a sp ira tio n s ; 
and th e  degree in which th ese things are  capable of 
affording you pleasu re o r  pain, in terest o r distaste, 
arises from th e  physical o r  bodily con stitu tion , and 
which, in its  tu rn , is affected by th e  g ro sser atm osphere  
o f th e  p lanet on which you dwell. B u t  i t  m ust n o t be 
forg otten  th a t m an possesses an o th er co n stitu tio n , viz., 
a  spiritual o r  in terior o rg an isa tio n ; and th a t  th is also  
has surroundings, and is affected in its  degree by influ
ences which go to  m ake up an  exp erien ce  very different 
to  th a t which pertains to  th e  grosser physical. I t  
becom es, in th e  con d u ct of daily life, a  very  im p o rtan t 
consideration , to  tra in  judiciously the extern al organ isa
tion ; so th at, through th a t m edium, th e  individual m ay  
derive an  exalted  conception o f  th e  ex tern al life o f  m an, 
fo r  th is , in its  place, and as  th e  ag en cy  o f  progressive  
advancem ent to  higher ex tern al s ta te s , is vastly  im por
ta n t  in th e  govern m en t o f th e  Infinite F a th e r . A n d  I  
m ay also rem ark, th a t such a course will m aterially  aid  
th e  higher cu ltu re  to  which I  invite you m ost earnestly . 
N ow , in connection w ith th is work, I  would rem ark  th a t  
i t  is a  considerable acquisition to  be able to  read the  
teach in gs o f N a tu r e ; for all o f N a tu re  in its objec
tiv e  form s has a  ta le  to  tell, n o t only o f itself, b u t of  
H im  who h as  fashioned it  and endow ed i t ;  and th is is 
th e  g re a t highw ay to  reach  th e  s e cre t  o f  spiritual facts  
which ever underlie th e  m aterial. T h e  shining stars, 
th e  rad ian t sun, th e  so ft and gen tle  lig h t o f  th e  moon, 
d ry  land and sea, fru its  and flowers, trees w ith th eir  
v erd u re, and even th e  m inerals which a re  exhum ed from  
th e  bowels o f  th e  earth , w ith all th e  potencies which 
th ese exhibit, speak in lan guage which can be u n d er
stood by m an, o f  principles and law s which a re  a t  th e  
very foundation o f  th e  seen un iverse. T he g re a t w ant 
o f  m an, how ever, stand s con n ected  w ith sp iritu a l in 
stin cts ;  and consequently, w ith th e  m eans o f  co n tem 
p latin g  th e  fu tu re  o f his existen ce . T h ere  ap p ears to  
be in m an’s n atu re , first, an  in stinctive idea th a t ex isten ce  
m ay be prolonged even a f te r  th e  fleshy tab ern acle  fa lls ; 
and also a  la te n t desire, som etim es am oun tin g to  intense  
an xiety , to  know w h at th a t  fu tu re  will reveal as  it  
affects th e  individual consciousness. A n d  it  is from  this 
stand point th a t  m an needs to  be edu cated  and his w ants  
supplied. I  have n o hesitation  in saying th a t  w h at is 
te rm ed  “ th e  new  dispensation o f  S p iritu alism ," in its  
p u rer and h igher asp ects, has con trib u ted  a  basis on 
which to  a tta in  such a  realisatio n . T h e  opening o f  the  
spiritual channels betw een th e  abode o f  m an on earth  
and th e  dwellings o f  th ose who have passed on to  the 
n e x t s tag e  o f  hum an existen ce, has th u s, a t  any rate , 
becom e a  m ore palpable and universal f a c t ; and w h at is 
now w anted in conn ection  w ith th is, is  th e  opening of 
th e  spiritual eyesig h t o f  m an, and which he m u st accom -

Clish fo r  him self in th e  cultivation o f  th ose elem ents o f  
is n a tu re  which h av e  to  do w ith th e  spiritual co n stitu 

tio n . T hen i t  will be discovered, th a t around him and  
above him , and en terin g  in to  his everyday life, th ere  
a r e  th ose heavenly horizons which indicate n o t only th e  
possibilities o f  his spiritual faculties, b u t also th e  ch ar
a c te r  o f  his fu tu re  ; b u t a  fu tu re , a fte r  all, as  con n ected  
w ith hie spiritual life, grow ing now, and p rogressing  
to  a  continuous and qpver-ending re su lt, and, m oreover, 
affording such a  m easu re o f in stru ction  as  shall indicate  
th e  cou rse  he m u st pu rsu e in  o rd er to  be in harm ony  
w ith  th e  will o f  th e  G re a t A u th o r o f  his being. L ik e  
P e te r , o f  whom  y o u  read  in th e  A c ts  o f  th e  A p ostles,*  
th e re  shall be spread o u t before him th o se  in stru ction s  
to  be read , th e  ta b le t lessons o f  a  h ig h er wisdom, a t  once  
assistin g  and com fortin g th e  soul on  i ts  earth ly  pilgrim 
age . I t  is  to  th e  a tta in m en t o f  th is  priv ilege I  am  
especially desirous to  call y o u r a tte n tio n ; th e  cu ltiva-

Acts x. 9-18.

tio n , in fa ct , o f  th e  o p eratio n s o f  th e  in te r io r  life, and  
w h ereb y y o u  shall s tan d  o n  th e  m o u n t o f  vision , and  
n o t only view  th e  C an aan  w ith  u n clou d ed  eyes, b u t  
learn  to  in te rp re t th e  p u lsatio n s o f  th e  g r e a t  N a tu re  of 
w hich y o u  form  a  p a r t  as  in d ica tin g  th e  p a r t  you are  
exp ected  to  ta k e  in its  g r e a t  m o v em en ts ; a n d  th u s, in 
th e  h arm on y to  be a tta in e d , d isco v er in  a ll th in g s which 
be, and which tra n sp ire , p a r ts  o f  th e  g r e a t  w hole. F ro m  
m y ow n e xp erien ce , I  can  a ssu re  y o u  th a t  th e  benefits 
to  be derived from  th e  ca re fu l a n d  faith fu l cu lti
vation o f  th e  in te rio r  life is , b ey on d  a  d o u b t, th e  highest 
p ra c tica l good a  m an  c a n  re a ch , w h eth er in th e  earth -  
life o r  th e  n e x t s ta g e  on  which h e  m u st e n te r . A n d  the  
happiness o r m isery  which a p p ears  to  b e  th e  n ecessary  
re su lt o f  in tellig en t life, w ill be affec ted  b y  a tte n tio n  to , 
o r n e g le c t o f  th is a ll-im p o rtan t d u ty . I n  m y n e x t  com 
m u n ication  I  shall hope to  g iv e  y o u  som e practical 
th ou g h ts as  to  th e  cu ltivation  o f  th is  d u ty , an d  th e  wav  
in which I  th in k  y o u  m ay b ecam e m o re  fam iliar with 
th e  h eavenly  horizons which e v er su rro u n d  you—  
th e  m eans o f  re sto ra tio n  o f  th e  sp iritu a l s i g h t ; and the  
facility  which is afforded for its  o xo rcise , in th e  benevo
le n t disp ensations o f  th e  D ivine G o v ern m en t.”

M A R N 1 A S  M E T I ,
A p ril, 1 8 7 0 . H .J .B .

$0 (^oi ŝpoiulcnfs.
Com m unications f o r  in sertio n  in  th is  J o u r n a l  should  be 

p la in ly  w ritten , a n d  as co n cise  a s  p o ssib le .

F R E E D O M  O F  T H O U G H T .

1 0  THE EDITOE OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

S ir ,— O n  Su nd ay evening, A p ril 1 3 , 1  a tte n d e d  service  
a t  th e  B a p tis t  C h u rch , E m e ra ld  H ill. T h e  p reach er, a  
ven erab le-look ing old g en tlem en , in th e  c o u rse  o f  some 
rem ark s re fe rrin g  to  ad v an ced  th in k ers  b o astin g  o f  the  
rap id  p ro g ress  o f  F re e lh o u g h t, said , “A s  i f  a ll th ought 
is n o t free .” I  do n o t fo r  a  m o m en t a ccu se  th e  rev
eren d  gen tlem en  o f in ten tio n ally  u sin g a  se n te n ce  so 
equivocal, b u t w as m u ch  su rp rised  a t  th e  th ou g h tless
ness which allow ed o f its  being ad d ressed  to  an  intelli
g e n t con g reg ation . S u re ly  th e  rev eren d  gen tlem an  m ust 
ad m it th a t th o u g h t c a n  n o t b e  free  w h en  its  exercise  
is in terfered  w ith ; and h av e  w e n o t d aily  in stan ces of 
o f  su ch  in terferen ce , fo r  exam p le , th e  in stillin g  by indi
viduals and relig iou s and p o litical p a rtie s  in to  th e  minds 
o f th e ir  su p p o rters  o f p reju d ices, dogm as, h atred s, false
hoods, & c., a ll  o f  which effectu ally  ch eck  fo r  a  tim e—  
and to o  often for a  v e ry  lo n g  tim e — th e  freed om  of 
different tra in s  o f th o u g h t. H is to ry , ag ain , unhappily  
furnishes a lto g eth er to o  m an y illu stra tio n s o f  how 
com pletely th o u g h t m ay be im prisoned b y  th e  suppression  
o f its  e x e rcise . T h e  rev eren d  g e n tlem an  m u st also bo 
aw are o f  a n o th e r  pow erful m ean s o f  h olding th ought 
in ch eck , a  m eans so re p eated ly  used in  th e  p ast, and 
occasionally reso rted  to  in  th e  p re se n t, I  re fe r  to  the  
silen cing o f  th e  to n g u e  o f  th e  p rin tin g  p ress. The  
w eakening and u ltim ate  d estru ctio n  o f  th e  reasoning  
facu lties  by th e  rem oval o f  a ll  su b jects  fo r  th ou gh t 
is  painfully illu stra ted  b y  th e  la rg e  p ro p o rtio n  of 
shepherds lo ca te d  in  b leak  and lo n e ly  d istricts  who 
becom e in san e. I f  th o u g h t is  alw ays free , how can  
an y  clergym an  for a  m o m en t h o p e— a n d  I  t r u s t  th ey  all 
do so h o p e— to  rem ove from  th e  m inds o f  th e ir  con g reg a
tio n s and Su n d ay-sch ool ch ild ren  th e  h a b it o f  dw elling  
upon evil a n d  c o r ru p t th o u g h ts , an d  w h a t is  th e  u se  of 
ta lk in g  ab o u t “ m ouldin g th e  m ind s o f  o u r  y o u n g .”

I n  a n o th e r  p lace  th e  re v e re n d  g en tlem an , speak ing of  
th e  a tt itu d e  o f  th e  ch u rch es  to w ard s th e  p re se n t sta te  
o f th o u g h t, said, “ T h e re  m ay  be a  n e ce ss ity  fo r  a  change  
o f fro n t.”  H o w  th is  is to  b e  effected , o r  w h at m eaning  
he desired  should be a tta ch e d  to  i t  by h is h e a re rs , I  am  
un ab le to  say , as  I  con clu d ed  from  th e  g e n e ra l to n e  o f  
th e  serm on  th a t  th e  sp eak er w as a n  ad v o ca te  o f  th e  old  
sch ool ideas. A p olog isin g f o r  tre sp a ssin g  so f a r  upon  
y o u r sp ace , I  am , & c,,

C . E.
A p ril 6 th , 1 8 7 9 .
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M E . J .  T T E E M A N  I N  E N G L A N D , A N D  H I S  

A P P E O A C H I N G  E E T U E i f  T O  A U S T E A L I A .

TO  T H E  ED ITO R OP T H E  H ARBIN GER O F LIGH T.

D e a r  S i b ,— T he la s t  le t te r  I  s e n t y o u  w as w ritte n  in 
B o c h e s te r , S ta te  o f  N e w  Y o r k , A m erica , so closely asso
cia ted  w ith  th e  e a rly  h isto ry  o f  Spiritu alism . A fte r  
leaving th e re  I  le c tu re d  a t  B u ffalo , B o sto n , B ro o k ly n , 
and N e w  Y o r k , w hore w e h ad fine m eetin gs, th e  la rg e s t  
and b est I  h ad  in A m e rica . M y  to u r  th ro u g h  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  im proved as  i t  p ro ceed ed , and end ed m ost  
sa tisfacto rily . I  saw  som e m aterialisation s in  B oston , 
w hose g en u in ess I  co u ld  n o t  d o u b t, and o th e r  m anifes
ta tio n s  o f  a  re m a rk a b le  c h a r a c te r .  I n  N ew  Y o r k  I  had  
a  p leasan t in terv iew  w ith A n d rew  Ja ck so n  D av is, P r o 
fessor S . B .  B r i t ta n , P ro fe sso r B u ch an an  a n d  o th e r  dis
tin gu ish ed  S p iritu alists . M r . D av is ca m e  from  O rango  
to  m e e t m e. H e  is a n  e x tra o rd in a ry  m an , as  everybody  
know s w ho is  w ell acq u ain ted  w ith  his w ritin g s, a n d  as  
p leasan t a  g en tlem an  in com p an y as  o n e  co u ld  wish to  
m eet.

F r o m  N e w  Y o r k  I  cam e to  G lasgow , S co tlan d . T he  
s te a m e r  b elon g in g  to  th e  sam e com p an y th a t  sailed  
b efo re  w e did h as n o t  b een  h eard  o f  sin ce , a n d  is  given  
u p  for lo st. M y  d e p a rtu re  from  A m erica  w as delayed a  
few  d ay s, o r  I  m ig h t have been on  board o f  h e r , and  
h en ce h ad a  n a rro w  e scap e . O n ce  I  should h av e  called  
th a t  a  p rov id en tial th in g , b u t  I  do n o t now , in th e  
o rd in ary  sen se  o f  th e  t e r m ; fo r  w hile p a rtie s  escap in g  
m ay  b e  said  to  have had a  p rov id en tial m e rcy  shewn  
th e m , w h at can  be th o u g h t o f  P ro v id en ce , as  popu larly  
u n d ersto o d , sen d in g a  ship and all on b o ard  to  th e  sea  
b o tto m , and m akin g m an y  p o o r w idow s a n d  helpless  
orp h an s ? Su ch e v en ts  su g g e st v e ry  d ifferen t view s o f  
P ro v id e n ce , and th e  g o v ern m en t o f  th e  w orld from  th ose  
o f th e  o rth o d o x ch u rch es .

A t  G lasgow  I  had a  v e ry  su ccessfu l s ittin g  w ith  M r. 
D u gu id , th e  w ell-k now n m ediu m . I  h eard  a n  add ress  
from  th e  sp irit p u rp o rtin g  to  be “  H afed , P r in ce  o f  
P e rs ia ,”  I  saw  th e  m edium  ta k e  u p  a  re d  h o t coal in his 
hands, and hold i t  till i t  cooled , w ith o u t b ein g  b u rn t, 
a n d  g o t  th re e  g em s o f  p ic tu re s  dono in oils, o n e  while 
th e  m ediu m ’s  eyes w ere  clo sed , and tw o in to ta l d a rk 
n ess, u n d er ab so lu te  te s t  cond itions. I  m et w ith som e 
h e a r ty  S p iritu alists  both in G lasgow  and E d in b u rg h , b u t 
h ad n o t  tim e  to  s ta y  to  le c tu re  th e re . I  also  saw  places  
o f  g r e a t  h isto ric  in te re s t , on w hich I  shall probably say  
so m eth in g  w hen I  ro tu rn  to  A u stra lia .

I  have le c tu re d  in L o n d o n  fo u r S u n d ays, to  la rg e  and  
in creasin g  au d ien ces, and on  th e  2 0 th  u l t . , I  w as ten d ered  
a  p u b lic  w elcom e, w h ich  w as as  u n e x p e cte d  as  i t  w as  
g ra tify in g . M r. J .  C arso n , o f  M elb ou rn e, presided , and  
th e  affair w as in  ev ery  w ay  a  g r e a t  su ccess . I  stay ed  a t  
th e  S p iritu al In s titu tio n  w h ile  in L o n d on  a n d  found M r. 
B u rn s  aD e x c e lle n t fellow , and a  splendid w o rk er in tho  
cau se . H e  d eserv es  a ll th e  su p p o rt h e  g e ts , a n d  a  g re a t  
d eal m o re . A n d  o f  co u rse  th e re  a r e  o th e r  good w orkers  
in  co n n e ctio n  w ith  th e  m ovem ent in L o n d on .

I  h ad  p le a sa n t in terview s w ith  M r . W illiam  C rookes, 
F .E .S . ,  M r. A lw cd  E u s se ll W a lla ce , and o th e r  lead ing  
S p iritu alis ts  w hile in  L o n d o n , who, as  scientific m en, 
h av e done so m u ch  to  im p rove th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  m ove
m e n t in G r e a t  B rita in . I  to ok  te a  w ith M r . W a lla ce  
th e  o th e r day and fou n d  him  a  m ost ag reab le  gen tlem an  
in p riv a te .

1  sh all le c tu re  a t  N ew castle -o n -T y n e  n e x t  Sunday and  
and M o n d ay , and a t  L o n d o n  again  th e  follow iug  
S u n d ay , m y la s t  in  E n g lan d . O n  th o  M on d ay following  
th e  frien d s in  L o n d o n  have prop osed to  g iv e  m e a  fa re 
well pu blic m eetin g , and I  shall sail on  T u esd ay  th e  2 5 th  
in st., in  th e  steam sh ip  “  C u zco ,”  w hich will ca ll a t  
A d elaid e and M elb ou rn e b efore  g o in g  on  to  Sydn ey. W e  
sh all a lso  ca ll a t  th e  C ap e o f G o od  H ope.

L a s t  w eek’s M ed iu m  co n tain s  m y p o rtra it , and also  a  
re p o r t  o f  th e  p u b lic  w elcom e given  m e in L o n d o n  ; w hich  
w ill p rob ab ly  in te r e s t  m y frien d s in A u stra lia .

I n  c lo sin g  th ese  b rie f  n o tes, I  will j u s t  add th a t  m y  
h ealth  has m uch im proved b y m y tr ip  so far, a n d  I  have  
b eeu  b en efitted  in m an y o th e r  w ays. T h o  d eterm in ation  
to  ta k e  th is  to u r  rou n d  th e  w orld w as o n e  o f  w isest and  
b e s t I  ev er form ed , as  e v en ts  h av e  so fa r  fu lly  proved .

M y  con v ictio n s o f  th e  tr u th  and im p o rtan ce o f  S p iritu al
ism  have been deepened and stren g th en ed , in stead  of 
shak en as  som e people m igh t e x p e c t ; and , if  sp ared , I  
shall re tu rn  to  A u stra lia  m ore firm ly resolved th a n  ever  
to  do w h a t li ttle  I  can  for its  defence a n d  p ro p ag atio n  in  
th e  colon ies. I  n ev er had a  shadow  o f d o u b t as  to  its  
tru th  from  th e  day I  fa irly  un derstood i t ,  and deep er  
th o u g h t and fu rth e r research  only confirm  m y first views 
and im pressions o f  i t  ; an d  h en ce  m y desire to  live and  
lab our to  p ro m o te  th e  in te re sts  o f  it , and cogn ate  
sub jects.

Y o u rs  fra tern ally ,
J .  T Y E B M A N .

L o fth o u se , Y o rk sh ire , M arch  1 3 , 1 8 7 9 .

T h e  “  C u zco”  is e x p e c te d  to  a rriv e  a t  M elb ou rn e  
b efore th e  m iddle o f  th is  m on th , and should she rem ain  
here a  n ig h t, a rra n g e m e n ts  will bo m ade fo r  M r . T y e rm a n  
to  m e e t and add ress th e  S p iritu alists  o f  th is c ity . 
[ E d. H . o f  L . ]

J E S S E  S H E P A E D  I N  S Y D N E Y .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIOnT,

D e a r  S i r ,— I n  y o u r last issue I  read , with considerable  
cu rio sity , a  com m u nication  fro m  Sydn ey, re fe rrin g  to  
th e  w onderful phenom ena th a t a r e  ta k in g  p lace  in th is  
c ity , th ro u g h  th e  m edium ship o f  M r. J e s s e  Sh epard. I f  
th e  s ta tem en ts  o f  th a t  le t te r  b e  co rre c t, th e  m anifesta
tions o f  S p iritu alistic  phenom ena a re  indeed m arvellou s. 
B u t, s tra n g e r , and m ore m arvellou s still, th e  m ajor p art  
o f th e  S p iritu alistic  pu blic o f  Sydney a re  a lto g eth er  
ig n o ra n t of, and s tra n g e rs  to  th ese  w onderful even ts, 
w hich w e a r e  to ld  a r e  tran sp irin g  in ou r m id st. S u rely  
in th is in stan ce  m ay i t  be app rop riately  said, “ T ru th  is 
s tra n g e r  th a n  fiction.”  Y o u r  corresp o n d en ts open th eir  
ep istle  as follow s :— “ S in ce M r . J e s s e  Sh ep ard 's second  
v isit to  S y d n ey  he has been giving co n ce rts  and seances  
with g r e a t  su ccess .” N o w , M r. E d ito r, I  have gone to  
som e tro u b le  to  enquire w ith re fe re n ce  to  th is vaunted  
su ccess, from  persons w ho have a tte n d e d  th ese seances  
— p ersons who a re  Sp iritu alists, and th erefo re  ch aritab ly  
and favou rab ly disposed— and I  find, upon th e ir  s ta te 
m en ts, th a t  noth in g o f  an  ex tra o rd in a ry  ch a ra c te r  has  
ta k e n  p lace  in th e ir  p re se n ce ; and y et, s tra n g e  to  relate ,  
y o u r corresp o n d en ts seem  to  have h ad exclusive privi
leg es, for th ey  say :— “  A lm o st n igh tly  w e s it for m ani
fe sta tio n s , both m usical and ph ysical, and have been  
rew ard ed  w ith tho m ost s ta rtlin g  re su lts ."  So m anifold  
and o ft-re cu rrin g  have been th e  m anifestations, th a t in 
w ritin g  con cern in g  th em  th e y  a d d :— “  W e  scarcely  
know  w h ere to  begin a  description  o f  th em .”  N ow , S ir, 
I  am  solely w riting in th e  in terests  o f  tru th . B y  all 
m eans le t  us have “  th e  tr u th , th e  w hole tru th , and  
n othing b u t th e  tr u th .” I t  will, indeed, be a  d ark  and  
dism al day for Spiritu alism , w hen it  w ill n eed  ov er
draw n and ov er-colou red  s ta tem en ts  to  recom m end it  
e ith e r  to  frien ds o r  foes. A s  a  S p iritu alist, I  have every  
confidence th a t  o u r  sp irit frionds a r e  well able to  tak e  
c a re  of, and c a r r y  forw ard th e ir  ow n w ork, and th a t  a  
progressive fu tu re  will unfold S p iritu al tr u th  in all its  
attra c tiv e n e ss , beau ty , and g r a n d e u r ; b u t 1  alw ays feel 
grieved w hen frien d s o f  th e  cau se— to  whom  I  g ive  
ev ery  cre d it for good m otives, b u t w ho, perhaps, have  
m ore zeal th an  know ledge— send fo rth  to  a  d iscernin g, 
b u t u n ap p reciate  world, s ta tem en ts  w hich a r e  calcu lated  
to  re ta rd  th e  w heels o f  p ro g ress , and b rin g up on ou r  
gran d  philosophy u n m erited  sarcasm  a n d  sco rn . W e  
can  w ell afford to  leave ou r cau se  in th e  su re  and safe  
keeping o f  o u r  un seen friends, whoso g r e a te s t  solicitud e  
is fo r  th e  u n foldm ent o f  th ose tru th s , w h ich  a r e  to  
benefit and bless hu m an ity . L e t  us n o t end eavou r to 
e x a lt  o u r  m edium s— for, a f te r  all, th e y  a re  only in stru 
m en ts— a t th e  exp en se  o f  th e  kind offices o f  o u r  sp irit-  
w ork ers, an d  th e  n o b le issu es th e y  a r e  a n xio u s to  
acco m p lish .

E e f e r r in g  fu r th e r  to  y o u r  corresp o n d en ts ’ le t te r ,  
co n ce rn in g  th o  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  m anifestations, th ey  
say , “  O n  one occasion , w hile M r. 8 .  w as playin g th e  
piano and talk in g , th e  la rg e  tab le  w as lifted  u p  an d  
u p set, th e  tam b o u rin e w as sh ak en  v iolen tly , th e  g u itar
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w as playin g all ab o u t th e  room , keeping tim e  w ith th e  
hym ns and a irs  su n g  by th e  s itte rs , ligh ts appeared, 
voices spoke to  everyone in  th e  circle , independent 
voices san g  in different p a rts  o f  th e  room , and m ate
rialized spirits ap p eared , w alked ab o u t, to u ch ed  us all, 
and , bowing low, p resen ted  u s  w ith r a re  ston es from  
th e  E iv e r  Jo rd a n .”

N o,w ,/M r. E d ito r, th is is p recisely  w h at we w an t, to  
convince unbelievers, and co n v ert scep tics . H av in g  a  
m edium  am ong us th rou gh  whoso organism  such  
astounding phenom ena is , and can  be produced, we are  
indeed highly favoured am ong th e  n ation s, and need n o t 
be any lo n ger terrified by th e  C hristian Elim inations o f  
th a t clerical op pon ent— th e B cv . D r. B egg .

Y o u r  corresponden ts, having h eard  sp irit-voices, seen  
m aterialized sp irit form s, and received ra re  ston es from  
th e  E iv e r  Jo rd a n , is  tangible evidence o f sp irit actu ality  
and power.

I  should very m uch wish to have a  g lan ce  a t  these  
raro  stones, and should like to  bo inform ed how th ey  
know th a t th ey  cam e from  th e  E iv e r  Jo rd a n , and n o t  
from  H obson’s B ay  o r P o r t  Phillip H ead s. A fte r  this, 
I  should n o t be surp rised  to  h ear th a t  th e  sp ir it friends  
presented  th e  favoured ones w ith som e o f  th e  goodly  
ston es from  th e  pearly  g a te s , and jasp ar w alls, or, p er
ch an ce , w ith a  n u g g e t from  th e  gold-paved s tre e ts  of  
th e  N ew  Jeru salem  ; or, by way o f  variety , th e y  m ay  
p resen t som e “ r a r e ” f ru it— which w ould be m o re  di
gestible than ston es— plucked from  th e  “ tre e  o f  know 
ledge o f good and evil.”

W ell, S ir, com m ent is needless. T ru ly , in th is  in
stan ce, “ d istan ce lends en ch an tm en t to  th e  sce n e .” I  
tru s t  th e  day is indefinitely rem o te  w hen S p iritu alists  
will su rren d er th e ir  com m on sense and ration ality , 
eith er to spirits o r m ortals . Sp irits n e th er req u ire  nor 
dem and i t ; on th e  co n trary , th ey  te ll us n o t to  believe  
every spirit, b u t to  t r y  th e  spirits, and a c ce p t th eir  
statem en ts and teach in gs only so f a r  as  th ey  harm onize  
w ith  th e  convictions o f  ou r intuitions.

A nd now, in conclusion, p erm it m e to  say  th a t  I  tru s t  
a  word to  th e  wise will bo sufficient. Spiritualism  in 
th is city  has gained m any triu m p hs, and before h er the  
fu tu re  is both om inous and en cou ragin g . Sh e is m aking  
su re and steady strid es in th e  m arch  o f p rogress, despito  
unceasing opposition o f  hostile and m align an t foes. 
T h ere  a re  m any circles in o p era tio n  fo r  in vestigation  
and developm ent, a t  which phenom ena is often  p re
sented— n o t o f  a  s ta rtlin g  ch a ra c te r— b u t y e t  sufficient 
to  convince th a t  i t  is th e  resu lt o f  sp irit in telligen ce and

Sow er. I f  S p iritu alists will only observe cond itions laid  
own by ou r sp irit friends, and n o t prove re cre a n ts  to  

d u ty  and tru th , I  feel satisfied th a t  th e  cau se to  which  
wo have plighted our fe a lty  will d efy  and d efeat all 
opposing powers ; and, w ith Sp iritu al tru th  in th e  one  
hand, to  com b at and conquer e rro r , w ith S p iritu al lig h t 
in th e  o th er, to  in stru ct ig u oran ce and dissip ate d a rk 
ness ; and w ith th e  fo rces  o f th e  S p irit-w orld  behind us, 
to  sustain  and stren gth en  us in th e  con flict, w e shall go  
forw ard in th e  p ath  o f  d u ty  and p rogress, assu red  th at  
victory  will be th e  crow n o f o u r  jo y  and rejoicin g.

Y o u rs , fraternally ,
Sydney, 1 5 th  u lt. ( J .  Q ###T Y .

M E . B O B B I N S ' M E D IU M S H I P .

TO THE EDITOB OP THE HABBINGEB OP LIGHT.
S i b ,— W e  have in  Sydn ey a  gen tlem an  from  M udgee  
M r. E d w in B obbins, who is  rea lly  a  splendid m edium  for 
h ealin g  and developing. I  w as p resen t a t  one o f  his 
sean ces held a t  2 6 0  L o u isa  T e rra ce , P a lm e r  s tre e t  
Sydn ey, on  F rid a y , 4 th  A p ril, in st. T h e  c ircle  was 
opened w ith a  beau tifu l in vocation  and w ith m usic. A  
lad y  on  m y le ft, w as soon co n tro lled  and spoke in th e  
t r a n c e  s ta te . T he sp irit frien d p resen t, said h e  would 
n o t be able to  co n tro l his m edium  lo n g  th a t  evening • 
w hen asked why, b y a  gen tlem an opposite, a  m usical box  
w hich h ad ceased  p layin g , began to  m y asto n ish m en t to  
com m en ce a  tu n e . N o w  I  h ad  m y ey e s  on  th e  in stru 
m e n t j u s t  b efore th a t, a n d  c a n  say  th a t  n o  o n e  touched  
i t ,  th is  w as in  an sw er to  th e  gen tlem an ’s  q u estion , im 
plyin g th a t  m ore m u sic w as n ecessary , w hereupon w e  
com plied w ith o u r  sp ir it frien d ’s w ish b y s e ttin g  th e

in stru m en t goin g . A  lad y  on  m y r ig h t  a f te r  being in 
th e  tra n ce  cond ition, fo u n d  h e r  e a r -r in g s  o n  th e  tab le  in 
fro n t o f  h e r ; th e y  h av in g  b een  ta k e n  from  h e r  ears. 
M r. B ob b in s w as su b seq u en tly  co n tro lled , a n d  various 
sp irit friends com m u n icated  th ro u g h  h im , a m o n g st them  
th e  celeb rated  Jo h n  K in g . W e  th e n  dim m ed th e  light 
when a  beautiful lum inious clou d  a p p e a re d , and spirit 
faces, & c., w ere  discernib le. O n  T h u rsd a y , 1 7 th  inst. 
wo held a  s ittin g  a t  a  frien d ’s house in P a r r a m a tta  S tree t  
and a n o th e r  a t  2 6 0  P a lm e r  S t r e e t  th e  n e x t  evening. A t  
th e  fo rm er M r. B o b b in s w as u n d er c o n tro l again , and 
wo w ere to ld  th a t  th e  m edium  sh ou ld  e r e c t  a  cabinet 
and p lace  a  bell th erein , w hen we m ig h t h av e  m aterialisa
tions. A t  th e  F r id a y  s itt in g , th e  m u sic box again  
p layed  tw ice  (n o  one to u ch in g  i t ) ,  M r . B obbins was 
en tran ced  by h is fa th er’s  sp irit, w ho Baid th e  sp irit of 
ou r m edium  is fa r  aw ay in th e  a tm o s p h e re ; and th at it  
w ould be reca lled  in stan tly , w ere  a n y  h arm  ab o u t to  
happen to  th e  body. A lla n  K a r d e c 's  “ B o o k  on 
M edium s”  corresp on d s w ith th is  s ta te m e n t e x a c tly . Tho 
la tte r  p o rtio n s o f th e se  sean ces  w ere  in  th e  dark, and I  
saw  a  bountifully defined form  o f a  s p ir it  face  em erge  
from  th e  ca b in e t a t  th e  la s t s ittin g , an d  b rig h t clouds of  
a u ra  and sp irit ligh ts both on T h u rsd a y  and Frid ay  
even ings. A  lad y  on th e  m edium ’s le f t , w as th en  con
trolled  by a n  In d ia n  C hief. I  h av e  n e v e r  seen such  
w onderful m an ifesta tio n s as  th e se , a n d  I  hope all who 
wish th e ir  pow ers developed, will jo in  th e se  circles. Mr. 
B ob b in s is  a  w o rth y  S p iritu alist, a la rg e  n u m b er having 
been convinced th ro u g h  him a t  M u d g ee  an d  a t  G ulgong

F .  E .  S . H E W I S O N .
6 7  C ro w n  S tre e t , W oo lloo m o olo o ,

Sydn ey, A p ril 2 1 s t ,  1 8 7 9 .

S P I K I T U A L 1 S M  I N  A D E L A I D E .

I t  is n o t a t  all im probable th a t  th e  v isit o f  P ro fe sso r and 
M rs. Baldw in to  th is  c i ty  w ill do g o o d  in th e  cause of 
sp iritu alism  in stead  o f  h arm , fo r  i t  w ill e x c ite  an  in terest 
in th e  su b ject which h as h ith erto  b e e n  w an tin g. A lready  
th o  on e o r  tw o S p iritu alists  w e h av e  in  o u r  m idst have 
been tak in g  ad v an tag e  o f  th o  e x c ite m e n t cau sed  by the 
visit o f  th e  so called  e xp o sers , to  p o in t o u t  to  th e  people 
o f th is colon y th e  ab su rd ity  o f  im agin in g th a t  tho tricks  
o f M r. and M rs . Baldw in a r e  in  a n y  w ay  sim ilar to the 
m an ifestatio n s ob tain ed th ro u g h  sp irit m edium s. The 
ball w as op ened on  T u esd ay  la s t  b y  a  w rite r  in the 
A d v ertise r , sign ing him self “ G in x ’s  B a b y ,” who stood up 
in d efence o f  th e  E d d y  B ro th e rs . T h is  le a d  to  a  reply  
from  M r. B ald w in , in w h ich  he re fe rre d  to  his challenges 
to  D r. S lad e in M elb ou rn e, and s ta te d  th a t  ho was each 
even in g ch a ra cte risin g  th a t  g e n tlem an  as  a n  im postor, a  
sw indler a n d  a  ro g u e. A  w rite r  in th is  m o rn in g ’s paper 
v e ry  p e rtin e n tly  ask s if  i t  is P ro fe sso r  B ald w in ’s usual 
cu sto m  in issuin g a  ch allen ge to  an y  sp iritu a l medium  to 
th u s  d en ou n ce him , s ta tin g  th a t  i f  th is  be th e  case  ho is 
n o t su rp rised  a t  th e  f a c t  th a t  his ch allen ges m eet with 
n o resp on se, fo r  no h o n ou rab le m an  w ould condescend  
to  a rg u e  w ith  an y  one who w as e n g ag ed  in vilifying him 
as M r. B ald w in  s ta te s — in a p p a re n t e x u lta tio n — he did 
D r. Slade. T h e  sam e w rite r  th en  go es on  to  ask  whether 
th e  tr ic k s  by w hich th e  “ K a ti e  K in g  ”  m anifestations, 
so called , w ould ap p ly  to  such ca se s  o f  m aterialisation  as 
th ose described by M r . A d sh ead in  co n n ectio n  w ith Miss 
W o o d s a t  B e lp e r  in 1 8 7 7 , o r  to  D r . M o n ck  and his m ani
festatio n s in  th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  B e v . T h o s . C olley , and 
th en  gives som e exp erien ces  o f  h is  ow n w ith  private  
m edium s. A lto g e th e r  th e  le t te r  is  r a th e r  ro u g h  on  the 
show m an.

I  m u st th an k  M r. F .  E .  S . H ew iso n  o f  S y d n ey  for his 
com p lim en tary  allu sion  to  m e in  th e  A p ril  n u m b er o f  the  
H a r b in g e r .  I  a m  so rry  I  did n o t  m e e t w ith him when 
he was in  A d elaid e, as  I  should h av e  b e e n  g la d  to  in tro 
d u ce  him to  o u r  li ttle  c irc le  o f  in v estig a to rs. O u r p ro 
gress  is  v e ry  slow , b u t w e a r e  p ro g re ss in g  an d  th a t is 
som ething. W e  have n o p h en o m en a to  re p o rt , b u t in 
o u r  com m union w ith th e  sp irits  w e h o p e to  le a rn  some
th in g , an d  to  show  th a t  w e a r e  lay in g  th e  fou n d ation  for 
a  g ra n d  su p e rs tru c tu re  to  b e  b u ilt th e re o n  in  th e  futu re. 
A ll w e, as  S p iritu alis ts  a sk  fo r, is  f a ir  p la y  and candid  
in vestig ation . I  n ev er ask  an y o n e  to  b eliev e  b ecau se  I  
believe, I  o n ly  s a y  “  t r y  f o r  y o u rse lf  an d  t r y  fully and
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f a ir ly ."  T h is I  b elieve is a ll th a t  w e have an y  r ig h t to  
ask , e x c e p t th a t  w e sh all n o t  be cond em n ed fo r  ou r  
b e lie f ; i f  w e a r e  so cond em n ed, th e n  i t  on ly  show s th a t  
relig iou s in to le ra n ce  is  n o t y e t  a  th in g  o f  th e  past.

L. E. HAECUS.
H a ck n e y , 8 .  A ., A p ril 18 .

M R S . B R I T T E N ’S  L A S T  L E C T U R E  A N D  

V A L E D I C T O R Y  A D D R E S S .

M b s . B b i t t e n  g a v e  h e r  farew ell le c tu re  a t  th e  O p era  

H o u se , M elb o u rn e , o n  S u n d ay , 1 5 th  A p ril. T h e  house  

w as w ell filled, D r . B r i t te n  (a s  u su al) o ccu p y in g  th e  

ch a ir . T h e  C h airm an , in a  few  p re fa ra to ry  rem ark s, 

th an k ed  th e  au d ien ce  f o r  th e ir  a tte n d a n c e  an d  kindness  

d u rin g  M rs . B r i t te n 's  le c tu re s .

M r s . B r i t te n ’s  su b ject w as “  T he E n d  o f  th e  W o r ld ,”  

in  w hich sh e  su m m arised  th e  in d ication s o f  som o  

g r e a t  and im m in en t c a ta s tro p h e . T h ese  fo re ca s ts  w ere  

p rin cip a lly  o f  a  p ro p h etic  n a tu re , fortified  to  som e e x 
te n t  by a s tro lo g y , and as tro n o m ica l in d ication s. T he  

le c tu r e  w as ab le  and in te re s tin g , a n d  w as app lau d ed  

a t  i ts  co n clu sio n . A f te r  th e  ap p lau se had sub sided  

M r s . B r i t te n  advanced, and spok e as  fo llo w s:—

I  have a  few w ord s to  ad d ress to  y o u , and th e y  shall 
b e  b u t  few . T h ose  w ord s a r e  chiefly to  r e ite r a te  th e  
to n e  o f  th e  lovin g sen tim en ts  exp ressed  by m y p resid en t  
to  th o se  w ho, S ab b ath  a f te r  S ab b ath , h av e  so  k in d ly , so 
d isin terested ly , aid ed  and su stain ed  m y e ffo rts  in  this 
p la ce . I  believe th a t  I  shall n ev er m e e t y o u  ag ain , a t 
le a s t, n e v e r  in  th is  c ity , n ev er in  th is  land. I  believe  
th a t  th is  d e p a rtu re  haB been h asten ed , has been com 
pelled , in f a c t , by  a n  u n hap py division in  ou r ran k s, a 
ca u se  th a t  I  w ould n o t  have alluded to , w ere  i t  n o t  m y  
d u ty , as  a  noble sold ier, to  re fe r  to  th a t  division. A s  for  
th e  p erson s, who, for reasons, and pu rp oses o f  th e ir  ow n, 
h av e seced ed  from  m y side, I  h av e  n o th in g  to  say  : but, 
on  m an y occasion s, i t  has b ecom e p roverb ial to  observe  
th a t  “ a  house divided a g a in s t itse lf  c a n n o t s ta n d .”  I  
th e re f o r e  d esire  em p h atically  to  a ssu re  y o u  th a t  thiB 
w ell-w o rn  ap h orism  does n o t apply to  S p iritu alism . I t  
is  like an y  o th e r  m ovem ent— b u t i t  has com e in to  pow er  
w hile all o th e r  sy stem s a r e  fading ra p id ly  aw ay. I t  has 
co m e in th ese  la t te r  tim es t o  b rin g us a n  assu ran ce  o f  a  
sp iritu a l u n iverse, w hose m ovem en ts a re  d ifferen t from  
a n y  o th e r  m ovem en t in stitu te d  b y m an . D ivision s are  
fa ta l in all h u m an  u n d ertak in g s, b u t S p iritu alism  is n o t  
so le ly  e n tru ste d  to  m an. I t  is so m eth in g  o f  itself. I t  
is  G o d ’s w o rk , a n d  a ll th a t  m an  m ay  p u t upon it  can  
n e v e r  in ju re  o r  m a r  it— (L o u d  c h e e rs ) . T im e w as when 
m y sp irit ro s e  in  in dignation  a g a in s t th o se  who sullied  
th e  ca u se , o r  u p l i f t «  a n  un holy h an d a g a in st it , o r  
w ielded a  rib ald  pen, o r  w agged a n  irrelig iou s ton gu e  
a g a in st i t ; b u t I  n o w  only p ity  th ose who so u g h t to  
cru cify  T h o u g h t, w hich has co m e to  rescu e  th e  w orld  
fro m  d ark n ess, from  ig n o ran ce , and from  hopeless des
p a ir  ; fo r  w hen w e see  th a t  faith s, creed s, and system s  
p erish  and d ecay , w e a re  sensible th a t  th e  kn ow ledge of  
G od , and o f  H is  U n iv erse , is  expan ding ev ery  m om ent, 
an d  th e y  w ho a r e  lean in g  on  su ch  slen d er reed s will 
ack n ow led ge th e ir  folly w hen th e y  look up on th e  fa c t  
th a t  G o d  is a  sp irit, and th a t  sp irits  com e rap p in g  a t  
o u r  d oors, flashing up on  o u r  walls, clasp in g  o u r  hands, 
an d  givin g u s  th e  assu ran ce  th a t  th e r e  is  n o death . I  
now te ll y o u  th a t  S p iritu alism  is n o t in  th e  han ds o f  
m e n ; i t  is  n o t  u n d er th e  p o w er o f m en, and hu m an  
sch ism s do n o t  a ffect it . T h ey  have n o t affec ted  m e, b u t  
th e y  have unhinged th a t  w hich S p iritu alism  has w rou gh t 
d u rin g  th e  la s t  th ir ty  y e a rs , f o r  d u rin g  th is  cy cle  th e  
sp irit-w orld  drew  n e a re r  to  e a rth , to  save, to  p ro te c t , to  
up hold  and to  e le v a te , so th a t  i t  ca n n o t in cu r  dishonour  
o r  re ta rd a tio n  b ecau se  o f  a n y  d iv isio n s; n e ith e r can  a  
sm all h o le  in  th e  w all o f a  house cau se  i t  to  perish. 
Y o u  m ig h t as  w ell a rg u e  th a t  th ese  fadin g flowers

(h old in g  up a  b ouq uet) re p re se n t all th e  flow ers which  
a re  a t  th is tim e  grow ing and flourishing in th e ir  resp ec
tiv e  grou n d s. Spiritualism  cam e to  build u p  a  new  
relig ion , in which m an should follow , a n d  n o t lead , th e  
S p irit o f  T ru th .— (C h e e rs .)— I  w ould rem ind you th a t  
th e re  a re  th re e  classes o f  S p iritu alists  : F i r s t ,  th e y  who 
believe in th e  p h enom en a, b u t n ev er ad van ce beyond i t ; 
th e y  believe in th e  ra in  th a t d e sce n d s ; th e y  believe in  
th e  sun th a t  shines ; b u t th e ir  belief does n o t affect th e ir  
lives. Secondly, th e re  are  th o se  who believe in  i t  be
cau se  th ey  w ish to  see th e  old system  up rooted , th e  old 
lan d-m arks d estroy ed  ; who ca ll everyth in g  su p ersti'iou s  
th a t  th e y  do n o t  believe i n ; and who th in k  th a t  Sp iri
tualism  has com e to  release  th em  from  all responsibility , 
a n d  n o th in g  m ore. T h ere  is a  th ird  ord er, b u t perhaps  
th e y  do n o t believe in  th e  d o ctrines th a t  sp irits  te a ch  : 
th e ir  th o u g h ts  a re  sp iritu al, th e ir  m inds a re  enquiring  
fo r  sp iritu al lig h t and li f e ; th e re  burns sup eriorly  th e  
sou rce  o f all ligh t. T h ose a re  th e  friends who have com e  
h ere , S ab b ath  b y Sabbath, to  find in  th is  s tra n g e  and  
fa n ta s tic  teach in g  th a t  k e rn e l o f  tr u th , th a t  one g re a t  
gem  o f im m o rtality  w hich th e y  have failed to  find in  
o th e r d irection s. T h ose  a re  th e  frien ds who have ch e
rished th e  sp irit in th e ir  h earts  ;  whom  no ad v ersity  can  
drive b ack , and no p ersecu tio n  can  dism ay. I n  th e ir  
p resen ce  I  h av e  found am ple com pensation fo r  th e  a b 
sen ce o f  all ph enom en alists. F ro m  day to  day I  have  
h eard  th e ir  expressions o f  lo v e ; while I  have realised  
th e  satisfactio n  o f know ing th a t th e  seed I  have been  

p e rm itte d  to  s c a t te r  has fructified in certain  p laces ; has 
ta k e n  ro o t, and in fu tu re  seasons, will b rin g fo rth  th e  
fru its  o f  a  new  religion . I  th an k  y o u  from  m y h e a rt, 
a n d  fro m  m y soul, for a ll y o u r sym path y. I  th an k  you  
fo r  listen in g  to  m e, and I  leave behind m e a  p rin ted  r e 
cord  th a t  th e  w ords I  have spoken, and th e  revolu tionary  
and d arin g lan guage I  have u tte re d , can  all be proved by  
th e  b e st re fe re n ce s ; and w hen you h e a r th e  c r y  raised  : 
“  G r e a t  is D ian a  o f  th e  E p h e s ia n s !”  re tu rn  to  th a t little  
book, and th erein  you will find a  beau tiful evidence th a t  
I  have spoken to  y o u  th e  tru th , and given  y o u  th e  his
to ry  o f  w orld-building— given y o u  th e  h isto ry  o f  th a t  
m agnificent free  religion  in stitu ted  by th e  G r e a t  F r e e  
M an  o f th e  Bkies; approved by sp irits  a t  th e  g a te s  o f  im 
m o rta lity . stan d in g, to rch  in han d, read y  to  shew m en  
a n d  w om en how to  becom e fre e  fro m  p riests , who seek  
to  claim  th e  kingdom  o f  heaven for them selves alone.—  
(C h e e rs .)— A nd y e t  I  have a  few  m ore w ords to  say , fo r  
I  wish to  te ll you w h ere  y o u  and 1 shall m eet a g a in :—  
T h at, in  a  b rig h ter  and b e tte r  land, th ose who p a r t  this  
n igh t w ill m e e t each  o th e r  again  “  ov er th e re  shining  
like a  con stellation , “  over t h e r e f r e e  from  all griefs  
and trou b les, “ over th e re , ov er th e r e ; ”  w here a ll is 
b eau ty , w arm  and golden, “ over th e re  n ev er sighing, 
n ev er cry in g , n ev er dying, “ ov er th e re .”— (E n th u sia s tic  
and p ro tra c te d  a p p lau se .)— O ne w ord m ore. N e x t  
S u nd ay M r. T hom as W a lk e r  will ap p ear, a good and  
faith fu l se rv a n t o f th e  cause. I  know  th a t he is  en
g ag ed  by th o se  who a re  m y enem ies— (v eh em en t cries  
o f  " N o !  n o !” ) — b u t I  a ssu re  y o u  th a t  M r. W a lk e r  is 
n o t w ith th em  in feeling. H e  is  a  g o od -h earted  fellow  ;
I  have known him  as  a  tr u e  frien d , and I  now p resen t 
his nam e to  y o u  th a t  y o u  m ay a tte n d  his le c tu re s , for 
he will unfold to  y o u  th e  b e s t  and sw eetest teach in gs  
th a t th e  sp irits  can  brin g.— (C h e e rs .)— F o r g e t  divisions. 
F o r g e t  a ll else ; b u t rem em b er w ith profit th e  bu rn in g  
w ords th a t  will flow from  his lips, and give him th e  
sam e w arm  sy m p ath y  th a t you have exten d ed  to  m e.—  
(A p p la u se .)

M r . O liver th e n  cam e upon th e  sta g e , and u n covering  

a  han dsom e silv er-m ou n ted  ca sk e t, which stood  up on  a  

ta b le , p resen ted  i t  (o n  b eh alf o f  M iss E .  R ic k e t ts ) ,  to  

M rs. B r i t te n . M rs . B r i t te n  feelin gly  ackn ow led ged th e  

g ift, w hich b o re th e  follow ing in sc r ip tio n :— “ P resen ted  

to  M rs . E m m a H ard in g e  B r i t te n  by M iss R ick e tts , as  a  

to k en  o f  esteem  and ap p reciation  f o r  h e r  ex e rtio n s  and  

ta le n ts  in dissem inating th e  prin ciples o f  Spiritu alism . 

M elb ou rn e, A p ril, 1 8 7 9 .” T h is conclu ded th e  p roceed 

in gs. M rs. B ri tte n  left M elb ou rn e, en  ro u te  for D u ned in  
on th e  follow in g T u esd ay .
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J O T T I N G S  F R O M  T H E  N O R T H -E A S T E R N  

D I S T R IC T .

B y Wolverine.
I  hear now and th en  som e things w hich prove th a t  

/S piritualism  is m aking its w ay qu ietly and stead ily  in 
this p a r t  o f th e  colony. I t  is a  g re a t p ity  w e ca n n o t get 
a  good lectu rer to  w ake th e  people u p  ; as  i t  is, w e a re  
w ith ou t a  cham pion to  com b at th e  erron eou s u tteran ces  
th a t a re  being, Sunday a f te r  Sunday, m ade use o f  by th e  
occu p an ts o f  th e  d ifferen t “ cow ards' castles ” round. I  
have heard som e o f th e  m ost nonsensical argum ents  
again st th e  Spiritual th eo ry  th a t  i t  is possible to  think  
o f spoken by som e o f  th em  ; while o th ers seem  to  have 
m astered  th e  sub joct a  little  b etter. O f  th e  la tte r  class 
is  th e  m inister o f th e  C hu rch  o f E n g lan d , B cech w orth , 
who said “  T h a t he heard, sp irits  com e in a t  one window, 
and w en t o u t a t  th e  o th er,”— r a th e r  foggy, e h ?  H e  
m u st have had D . D . H o m e's L ev itatio n  in th e  presence  
o f L o rd  L y n d u rst and and oth ers, rum bling through his 
brain. T he sam e m inister, a t  a  m eetin g in B cech w orth , 
speaking o f  th e  spread o f  infidelity, said th a t a  g re a t  
nu m b er o f people took excep tio n  to  and doubted the  
tru th  o f  th e  B ook  o f Jo n a h , in referen ce  to  th e  “ w h ale” 
swallowing th e  p rop het, l i e  gave an  exp lanation  th a t I  
never heard before, and I  think very  few o f  yo u r read ers  
have eith er. H e  said th e  w ord “ w h ale," in th e  original 
( I  forg et w hether he said G reek o r  H e b re w ), m ean t a  
" b o a t ."  G ran tod . B u t  Jo n a h , o r w hoever th e  w riter  
o f th e  book m ay be, says th a t “ Jo n ah  prayed o u t o f  the  
fish’s belly.” A nd again , ‘‘ T he w aters compassed  me 
a b o u t “ T h e  depths closed m e ro u n d  about."  T he only 
solution I  can  arriv e a t  is th a t i t  m u st have been a n  “  im 
proved life-b oat,”  th e  s tru c tu re  o f  which h as  been loBt 
to  us. B u t  th e re  is a n o th er p h rase, and one which our 
w orth y shepherd has evidently overlooked. T h e  word 
“ w hale ” does not even occur  in th e  “ B o o k  o f Jo n a h  ”

M r. R o b e rt B row n, th e  m edium  for th e  “ D irect- 
voice L ig h ts ,”  & c., gave a  sean ce  a t  Y ack an d an d ah  a  
sh o rt tim e ago— th e first tim e such a  phase o f  medium- 
ship has occu rred  th ere . T he c ircle  w as harm onious  
and com fortab le w ith one an o th er, and b y th a t  and a  
triendly feeling tow ard s th e  m edium , looking on  him  as 
an honest m an (w hich I  am  so rry  to  say in vestig ators a re  
n o t in th e  hab it o f  doing w ith m ediums, tre a tin g  them  
ra th e r  as d o ubtful), and by th a t m eans th e  phenom ena  
th a t  took p lace was g ra tify in g  in th e  h igh est sense to  
those who w ere perm itted  to  en joy such a  tr e a t . A s  the  
read ers o f th e  H a r b in g e r  a re  well acq u ain ted , through  
th e  rep orts th a t  have app eared  o f  th e  doings o f  th e  
B arn aw ath a C ircle , I  shall n o t describe th a t  p articu lar  
Beanco m ore fully than w h at I  have stated .

D o spirits w alk th e  earth  a fte r  th e  violent  death o f the  
body ? T he following, in  answ er to  th e  qu estion , has  
been told to  m e within th e  la s t lew  d a y s A  young  
woman o f m y acq u ain tan ce, who is  an au to m atic  w riting  
m edium , h ad w ritten , th rou gh  h er m edium ship, on  a  
slate , th a t th ere  was th e  sp ir it o f  a m an nightly f r e 
q u enting a  ce rta in  sp o t on th e  bush road  betw een  
B eech w orth  and T w ist C reek, and th a t  i f  th e  medium  
w ould go to  th e  sp o t he would tr y  and show himself. 
(N o w , before I  proceed  fu rth e r w ith th is  acco u n t I  
m u st tell you th a t, som e tw o o r th re e  y e a rs  a g o ’ a  
b rother-in -law  o f m ine who was w alking alo n g  th is sam e  
road one very  d ark  n ig h t, saw a  w hite lum inous so r t o f  
shadow  walk o r  glide acro ss th e  road  in fro n t o f  him—  
h e , s tran g e  to  say, w as n o t a t  th e  tim e o f th e  occu rren ce  
an y  w ay alarm ed, b u t th ou g h t i t  v e ry  stran g e. H e  saw  
i t  again a f te r  th a t, in th e  sam e sp ot. A  m an nam ed  
A llen  saw _ th e  sam e th in g , and an o th er w hose nam e is 
Scanlon ; in  fa ct , as fa r  as  I  can  le a rn , no less th a n  fou r  
o r  five p ersons h ad seen th e  sam e ob ject a t  different 
tim es. O n e (S can lon ) m ade a  h i t  a t  i t  w ith a  stick , and  
on  his doing so, i t  vanished in stan tly . N o n e  o f th e  seer's 
confess to  being afraid  o r  tim id a t  th e  tim e, b u t ra th e r  
th e  op posite.) B u t , to  p r o c e e d : A  p a r ty  was m ade up, 
consisting o f  th re e  m en a n d  th re e  w om en— th a t  is 
fa th er, m o th er, and d au g h ter (m ed iu m ), th e  d au gh ter's  
husband, and a  n eighb ou r w ith h is  wife, sallied o u t to  
view  th e  su p ern atu ra l v isitor o f  e a r th , and a  lo n g  and  
lonely  w alk i t  w as, th e  n ig h t being starlig h t. T he p a r

ticu la r  sp o t being reach ed , o u r  frien d s held a  c ircle  in  
th e  lonely  bu sh. T h e  m edium  h av in g  b ro u g h t a  slate  
and pen cil, a t  th e  in stig a tio n  o f  o n e  o f  th e  c ircle  she 
held th e  pencil in p o sitio n , an d , s ca rc e ly  w as i t  held so, 
w hen, “  D o you n o t see  m e ? ”  w as o u ick ly  w ritte n  and 
read  by th e  aid o f  a  m atch . A ll looked , b u t  cou ld  not 
see  an y th in g . S la te  ag ain — T h is  tim e , “ N o w  lo o k !"  
an d , su re  en o u gh , qu ite  n e a r  w as th e  form  o f  a  m an  
gliding alo n g  to w ard s th e  p a r ty . “ L o o k  th e re  1”  says 
one, “ L o o k  !” .  S tra n g e  to  sa y , a ll th e  c irc le  cou ld  n o t  
see  i t ;  only th e  th re e  w om en and o n e m an . T h e  o th er  
tw o m en strain ed  th e ir  eyes in  vain, n o th in g  cou ld  they  
see. A fte r  th e  lap se o f  a  few  seco n d s, it  vanished. Slate  
ag ain — N ow  w as w ritte n , “ I  will t r y  a g a in ; I  will show 
a °lig h t if I  can .”  A ll saw  th e  lig h t flash dim ly (lik e  the  
m om en tary  flash o f th e  fire-fly on  a  su m m er’s n igh t.)  
T h re e  tim es i t  w as seen , a n d  th e n  no m ore . S la te  again  
— T h is tim e th e re  w as w ritin g  on  i t  to  th is  e ffe c t, “ M y
nam e is R o b e r t ----------------. I  w as m u rd ered  n e a r  hero
n in eteen  y e a rs  ago . H e lp  m e.”  N o  f u r th e r  w riting  
took place, an d , a f te r  try in g  to  se e  if  a n y th in g  fu rth er  
w ould o ccu r, o u r  b rav e  li ttle  p a r ty  tru d g e d  aw ay home 
ag ain , and so th e  m a tte r  re s ts  a t  p re se n t. C an  any of 
y o u r re a d e rs  g iv e  a sim ilar in sta n ce  to  th e  ab o v e ?

A p ril 1G, 1 8 7 9 .

V I C T O R I A N  A S S O C I A T IO N  O F  S P I R I T U A L I S T S .

A  s p e c i a l  m eetin g  o f th e  above A sso cia tio n  w as held a t  
th e  M aso n ic  H a ll on F r id a y , 1 8 th  A p ril , to  co n sid er the 
p rop riety  o f  publishing th e  co rre sp o n d e n ce  betw een the  
A ssociatio n  and M rs. E .  H . B r i t te n . T h e  p resid en t (M r. ; 
D eak in ) to ok  th e  ch a ir  a t  e ig h t p .m ., a t  w hich tim e  th ere  
w ere  se v e n tj-tw o  m em b ers p re se n t, th e  n u m b er being 
sub seq uently in creased  to  ab o u t n in ety . T h e  C hairm an  
s ta ted  th a t  th e  m ooting w as called  in con seq u en ce  o f  a 
reso lu tion  o f  th e  g en era l co m m ittee  a t  its  la s t  m eeting, 
viz., “ T h a t as  th is  co m m ittee  is n o t u n an im ou s ab o u t the  
publishing o f  th e  co rresp o n d en ce  w ith M rs . B ritte n , a  
g en era l m eetin g  be called  to  co n sid er th e  p osition  o f th e  
A sso ciatio n  w ith re g a rd  to  M rs . B r i t te n , and as  to  the  
advisability o f  publishing th e  co rre sp o n d e n ce .”

T h e  S e cre ta ry  re a d  th e  co rre sp o n d e n ce  which had 
passed  betw een him  an d  D r .  an d  M rs . B ritte n  Biuce last 
g en eral m eetin g . So m e p o rtio n s o f  th e  la t te r  provoked 
expressions o f in d ig n ation  from  th e  au d ien ce.

A fte r  exp lan ato ry  rem ark s from  th e  P re sid e n t and 
S e c re ta ry , M r . L a n g  m oved, soconded by M r . F ish e r  :—
“ T h a t th is  m eetin g , h av in g con sid ered  th e  corresp o n d 
e n ce  b etw een  D r . an d  M rs . B r i t te n  a n d  th e  C om m ittee  
o f  th e  A sso cia tio n , is satisfied  th a t  D r . an d  M r s . B ritten  
have n o t behaved w ith co u rte sy , k ind ness, o r  good tasto  
in th e ir  tran sactio n s w ith  th e  C o m m ittee .”— Carried  
alm o st un anim ou sly, th e re  b ein g  on ly  tw o dissentients.

M r . O liver spoke in d efen ce  o f  M rs . B r i t te n , and 
alluded to  p riv ate  le tte rs  b etw een  M rs. B r i t te n  and Mr. 
W a lk e r , w hich, he inform ed th e  m eetin g , h e  had in his 
possession. H is  arg u m en ts, h o w ever, did n o t find favor 
in th e  eyes o f  th e  m eetin g , and sev eral m em b ers ex
p ressed  th em selv es to  th e  effect— T h a t th e  m eetin g had 
n o th in g  to  do w ith p riv a te  le t te rs , and did n o t acknow 
led ge th e  r ig h t o f  an y  in dividual m em b er o r  o th er per
son to  co n d u ct a  sem i-official corresp o n d en ce .

M r. S tow  m o v ed ,an d  M r. W a t t  second ed— “ T h a t the  
le tte rs  p assed  b etw een  M rs . B r i t te n  an d  M r. W a lk e r  be 
n o t read .”

I n  re p ly  to  a  qu estion  from  th e  P re s id e n t, M r . O liver  
sta ted  th a t  h e  h ad n o t  a  cop y  o f  th e se  le t te r s  w ith him, 
i t  w as, th erefo re , n o t n e ce ssa ry  to  p u t th e  m otio n .

M r. L a n g  n e x t  m oved, a n d  M r. L e e  seco n d ed  : “ T h at  
th is  m eetin g  is  o f  opinion th a t  th e  p u b licatio n  o f the  
corresp o n d en ce  w ould fu lly  ju stify  th e  co m m ittee  and 
th e  A sso cia tio n  in  th e  p o sitio n  th e y  assu m ed  tow ards  
M rs. B r i t te n  and h e r  husband , b u t t h a t  th e  law s of 
ch arity , fo rb earan ce , a n d  go od -w ill to w ard s th em  d ictate  
th a t  n o  fu rth e r  step s  sh ou ld  b e  ta k e n  in  th e  m a tte r  o f  
th e  le t te r s  a t  p re se n t.”  C arried  un anim ou sly .

M en tio n  w as also  m ad e o f  M rs . B r i t te n ’s  concluding  
ad d ress a t  th e  O p era  H o u se , o n  th e  6 t h  A p ril. T he  
S e c re ta ry  read  h e r  e x a c t  w o rd s fro m  a  sh o rth an d  rep o rt. 
A lso , th e  re p o rts  in th e  p ap ers a b o u t h e r  add ress.



1585THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT
i

J O T T I N G S  O N  P A S S I N G  E V E N T S .

B y  L a m b d a .

M r. B o sb  and o th e rs  con sid ered  th a t  th e  erron eou s  
s ta te m e n ts  m ade a t  th e  O p era  H o u se  b y M rs. B ritte n ,  
in  re fe re n ce  to  th e  A sso ciatio n  and S p iritu alists  g e n e 
ra lly , should be as  fa r  as  p ra ctica b le , refu ted .

M r . H . J .  B ro w n e  prop osed som e reso lu tion s, o f  which  
th e  follow ing is th e  te x t ,  b u t in  read in g  th em  h e  m ade  
several e x p la n a to ry  co m m en ts, w hich w ere  u n d erstood  
b y som e to  be p o rtio n s o f  th e  reso lu tion s ; an d , as  th e re  
w as con sid erab le  d elay and discu ssion , and th e y  w ere  n o t  
re -re a d  b efo re  b ein g  p u t, on ly  a b o u t o n e-h alf  o f  th o se  
p re se n t v o ted  fo r  th em , viz., 2 0  for, and 2 7  a g a in st th em , 
th e y  w ere  co n seq u en tly  l o s t :—

“ That this Association unanimously condemns the action of 
Mrs. B ritten  in the inditcrcct and unjustifiablc’ rcmnrhs made by 
her a t her last public lecture here, and consider the enmity shown 
by her to this Association, merely because it  refused to  be dictated 
to by her, and withdrew its support from her during her last 
lectures, totally opposed to  that spirit of charity which charac
terizes the true Spiritualist."

T h e  re m a rk s  r e fe r re d  t o  a r e  th e se  :—
1st. “ T h at there was a split or want of harmony in  this 

Association, which Mrs. B ritten  must have been well aware was 
not the case when she uttered i t ; and as was proved by the very 
different result of her last series of lectures in this city, compared 
with that of those she previously delivered under the auspices of 
this Association."

2nd. “ T hat two-thirds of the Spiritualists were either mere 
phenomenalists, or those who joined the Spiritualistic ranks to  be 
relieved from all moral restra in t; and, a t the same tim e, she 
implied th at only those who supported h er were true Spiritualists 
thereby giving the enemies of the cause of Spiritualism fresh 
grounds upon which to bnse their attacks, which they have not 
been slow in taking advantage of—one of the popular religious 
papers of Melbourne having gone so far, even, as to claim Mrs. 
Britten as one of th eir latest allies, in  consequence of her whole
sale condemnation of th a t cause, through the advocacy of which 
Mrs. Britten makes her own and Dr. Britten's living, and in 
which cause she claims to have been the chief pioneer labourer 
and lecturer.”

“ This Association, while giving M rs. Britten  all due credit for 
her ability as a  lecturer, regrets th a t she should have been so ill- 
advised or so badly inducnccd during the latter part of her stay in 
Australia.”

T h e  m a jo rity , althou gh con d em n in g M rs . B r i t te n ’s 
rem ark s, and h e r  co n d u ct th ro u g h o u t, still w ished to  
co n tin u e  to  show  a  sp ir it o f  ch a rity  and forb earan ce.

A  v o te  o f  th an k s to  th e  C h airm an , m oved by M r. 
E o s s , an d  second ed by M r . E v an s, te rm in a te d  th e  p ro 
ceed in gs. >

B E D S .

F . W. EVANS.
I s  i t  n o t  a  s ig n ifican t fa c t th a t  o n e  o f  th e  lo w est in th e  
an im al kingdom  h as th is  one good tr a i t .— W h e n  risin g  
in  th e  m o rn in g  i ts  first a c t  is  to  s t i r  u p  and ven tila te , 
as  b e s t lie  kotows how , th e  bed u p o n  w hich i t  rep osed  ? 
I s  i t  g ra titu d e  fo r  th e  n ig h t’s  lodging, scien tifically  e x 
p ressed , to  th u s  com m en ce th e  new -born  d ay  b y  observ
in g  on e o f  n a tu re ’s  law s, p rom otive o f  life and health . 

G o t o  th e  A n t  th ou  slu g g ard , to  learn  a c t iv i ty ;

io to  th e  S to rk  to  le a rn  filial a ffectio n s; to  th e  
!e e , a n d  be in d u strio u s ; ob serve th e  Sw ine, an d  leave  

n o t in th e  m o rn in g  th y  co u ch  u n til, as  som e o f  ou r  
so cieties  n o w  p ra c tice , y o u  have bu n g u p  all th e  b ed
c lo th e s  an d  som e o f  th e  bed ding. S o sh all y e  leave th e  
im p e rfe ct beh in d and p ress  on  to  sa n ita ry  p erfection .

S o lo n g  as  n e ce ssity  com pels to  com b in e th e  s ittin g - 
room  an d  b ed -room  in on e, l e t  th e  rig h ts  o f  each be 
re g a rd e d . I n  th e  foren oon , be i t  a  ven tila tin g  bed
ro o m  ; in  th e  a ftern o o n , le t  i t  b e  a  re tir in g  room . I s  a  
w h itew ash ed  sep u lch re  a n y  m o re  ob jectio n ab le th a n  a  
n ice-loo k in g  sittin g -ro o m , m ad e  o u t o f  an  u n ven tilated  
b ed -room  ?

I n  e v e ry  good w ord  o r  w ork , th e  rig h teo u sn ess  o f  
C hristian s’  should ex ce e d  th a t  o f th e  ou tside world. 
T h e  p re a ch e r 's  lips should rev eal th e  kn ow ledge th a t  
fo re s ta lls  sick n ess and p re m a tu re  d eath , as  th e  re su lt  
o f  p h y sical u n righ teou sn ess.

E eat.l t  w e S p iritu alists  o u g h t to  bo deep ly  sensible o f  
th e  u n varyin g  kindness and u n rem ittin g  a tten tio n  which  
w e receive from  ou r C h ristian  friends o f  th e  o rth od o x  
press. W h e n  w e reflect how m uch m ore congenial to  
th em selves, enliven ing to  th e ir  colu m n s, and in terestin g  
to  th e ir  read ers, w ould bo duly seasoned acco u n ts  of 
“ revivals,”  “ sudden conversions,”  “ new  birth s,” and  
“ sp iritu al ou tpourings,”  th a n  ch ron icles o f  th e  m isfor
tu n es and follies o f  a  m iserab le handful o f  poor deluded  
ahd deluding fan atics  like u s ; if  w e a re  n o t ov er
w helm ed w ith g ra titu d e  a t  th e ir  sacrificing th e  form er  
to  th e  la t te r , i t  m u st bo becau se th e  pernicious doctrinos  
w e have im bibed, and th e  “  m alefic ” influence o f our 
environs, have ob literated  from  us all tra c e s  o f  th e  
noble sen tim en t. S till, th e re a r e  doub tless som e am on g st 
u s  w h ose a cq u ain tan ce  with th e  now “ th e u rg y ” has not 
been o f  a  sufficiently profou n d  and p ro tra c te d  n a tu re  
to  re n d e r th em  u tte rly  dem oralized , o r  w holly oblivious 
o f  th e  sp ir it o f indebtedness which th e  bestow al of 
fav o rs  u su ally  evokes. O n behalf, th erefo re , o f  such  
S p iritu alistic  ra ra  aves, I  beg to  e x te n d  to  th e  So uth ern  
Oross abd th e  W esleyan S p ectato r  m y m ost s in cere  and  
h e a rtfe lt th an k s for th e  sy stem atic  and unqualified vilifi
catio n  o f  S p iritu alism  an d  its  professo rs, w ith which  
th e y  a t  tim es in te rla rd  and em bollish th e ir  periodic  
issues. I f  i t  w ere  n o t  th a t  th e  p ast ca re e r  o f  th e  Cross  
has been in ev ery  re sp e ct so honourable, and, like conjux  
Ctesaris, so sup rem ely above suspicion ; also , th a t  every
th in g  savorin g  o f  jo k es  is  qu ite incom patible w ith th e  
professions o f  so d em ure and c o r re c t  a jo u rn a l, one  
w ould a lm o st be in clined to  th in k  ou r in tensely  pious 
co n tem p o rary  w as e ith e r  “ tollin ' a sm a’ lee,”  o r  else  had  
suddenly tak en  to  “ fu n n in ’,” when i t  in form s us th a t  
Spiritualism  is  n ecessarily  grossly  im m oral in  its  te n 
den cies and effects. B u ts in c o  no one o f  sound mind or 
th ou g h tfu l habits can  possibly e ith er ch a rg e  th e  So uth ern  
Cross  w ith u n v eracity , o r  accu se  i t  o f  hum or, we m ust 
a c c e p t  its (b eg  pardon, its ) d ictu m  as  being unim peach
ab ly  tru e .

O u r M eth o d ist frien d, th e  Spectator, adm irably  fulfils 
th e  fu n ctio n s o f a  new sp aper, and reg u larly  supplies 
th e  pu blic w ith item s o f  in telligen ce ( ! )  O n e o f  th e  
established co n trib u to rs  to  th a t jo u rn a l w rites ov er th e  
in itials X .  Y .  Z . (p h on etic , I  presu m e, f o r  txtra-w ise- 
h ea d .) This gen tlem an  h as  la te ly  been exposed m ost 
u n m ercifully , and o f  cou rse  undeservedly, to  th e  b at
te rie s  o f  th e  A rg u s ,  which had d e te cte d  him (to  em ploy  
a  eup hem ism ) in  “  disingenuousness.”  A  few  weeks back, 
X .  Y .  Z . w as com pelled by “ circu m stan ces  ov er which  
he h ad no co n tro l,” to  tem p o rarily  v aca te  his “ easy  
ch a ir ,” and in  i t  w as installed Ins “ old f rie n it and  
cro n y ,”  “  B a lla r a t .” M r. B . proved him self a  w orth y  
disciple, and fu lly  d em on strated  his righ tfu l heirship  to  
X .  Y .  Z .’s m a n tle ; and , if  n o t endow ed w ith  a  double 
p o rtio n  o f  h is  p red ecesso r’s  sp irit as  reg ard s v ig o r o f  
s ty le  and w it, he ce rta in ly  v indicated  his r ig h t to  
“ an o stolic  su ccess io n ”  in disingenuousness, and th e  
ab ility  to  ab u se. “  B a lla ra t” has h eard  som e “  S p iritist"  
sn eerin g  a t  th e  C h ristian ’s concep tion s o f  G od, and in 
an essay  so brim ful o f  m olod ram atic p ath o s as  to  leave  
n o  room  fo r its  w rite r 's  a ttem p ts  a t  sm artn ess, he  
proves th e  co n sisten cy  an d  reasonableness o f  th e  
C h ristian  id ea, and th e  u t te r  ab su rd ity , w an t o f  co 
h eren ce— in fa ct , th e  ab solu te  u n su b stan tiality  o f  th e  
S p iritu alist’s concep tion . O u r  vivacious frien d m igh t 
have spared  h im self both th e  assertion  a n d  its  lab ored  
proof. O f  co u rse , th e  C h ristian ’s view  o f  D e ity  is  in 
ev ery  sen se co n sisten t, com plete, and beyond a ll c a v il ; 
and no one b u t a  lu n atic  o r  a  S p iritist (w h ich , o f  cou rse , 
is  th e  sam e th in g ), could for on e m om en t disp ute i t ; —  
how  co u ld  h e  ?

“  A n d  th e  C ath o lic  F a ith  is th is : T h a t w e w orship
on e G od in T rin ity , and T rin ity  in U n ity ............................
T h e  F a t h e r  incom prehensible, th e  Son incom prehensible, 
and th e  H o ly  G h o st incom prehensible. . . . .  A n d  
y e t  th e re  a r e  n o t  th re e  incom prehensibles, b u t one in 
com prehensib le.”  (P r a y e r  B o o k .)  A ll th a t  is  plain
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sailing ; n othing m ysterious, absurd , irratio n al, o r  in
com préhensible.'’ N eith er is  th e re  an y th in g  co n tra 
d icto ry  or-in con sisten t in th e  B iblical a c co u n t o f  God, 
even th ou g h  it rep resen ts  H im  as  nev er rep en tin g , y e t  
given to  re p e n ta n ce ; tem p tin g  no m an, y e t  tem pting  
A b rah am , David, and Je re m ia h  ; alw ays invisible, y e t  
seen by M oses, A aron , and o th e r s ; dw elling in light, 
y e t  enshrouded in darkn ess ; a  m an o f w ar, y e t  th e  God  
and au th o r o f  p e a c e ; a  consu m in g fire, y e t  full o f  love 
and m ercy  ; an g ry  for ever, y e t  an g ry  but fo r  a m om ent ; 
incapable o f  te llin g  lies, y e t  lying by p ro xy . E q u ally  
unquestionable, save b y im becile m inds, is  th e  ta len ted  
M eth odist’s assertion  regard in g th e  S p iritu alist's  co n 
ceptions o f  D iety . O f cou rse , A . J .  D avis docs n o t r e 
cognise a  “ G r e a t  O riginal and P o sitiv e  M in d ,” o r  speak  
o f G od as ‘‘ T he E a tlie r  o f th e  S p irits  o f all m en,”  
P en etra lia , p. 4G. O f  course, J .  M . Peeb les does n o t 
confess, “ I  believe in one living and tru e  G od, M ak er  
o f  heaven and earth , and all th in g s”—  Cornerstone, p . 2 6 .  
N o r  does M rs. E . H . B ritte n  m ake a  sim ilar confession, 
(C re ed  o f  the S p ir its ) ,  o r  even address D eity  as “ Thou, 
who a r t  o u r  light, and life , and o u r  salvation ,,”  (S avage  
Superstition, p . 5 .)  O f course, i t  is a  m a tte r  o f  fact, 
th a t P rofesso r S . B . B ritta n , rep resen tin g  his A m erican  
co-religionists, never w rote  th a t “ Sp iritu alists, w ith a  
few exceptions, acknow ledge th e  being o f  one God, 
self-existen t, om nipresent, om n iscien t, and all-pow erful. 
T hey regard  Him  as  a spirit, “ T h e  S n irit o f L o v e  and 
th e  Sou rce o f  L ife ,"  (R atio nal S p ., p. 5 .)  E q u ally  certain  
is i t  th a t M r. H . J .  B ro w n e, one o f  th e  M elb ourne r e 
presen tative S p iritu alists, never penned th e  creed , “ I 
believe th ere  is a  God, fo r  I  have daily  evidence o f  H is  
love and wisdom. 1 could n o t live w ithout H im . H e  
is my life, m y ligh t, m y very  existen ce,”  (D elu sio n  and  
R ea lity .)  A n d , o f cou rse , Thom as W a lk e r  nev er asser- 
verated , “ W e  believe in th e  Suprem o and E v erlastin g  
D eity , whose infinite personality  lives in all H is  works, 
and in whom w e live, and m ove, and have o u r  being,”  
and , if  he had m ade so deplorable a  blunder, his co 
believers would in stan tly  have rep u d iated  him ; or, a t  
an y  ra te , would have refrained from  all expressions o f  
approbation o r app lau se. (R e p o rt o f  D eb ate , p. 2 1 7 .)  
A nd, finally, i t  is,w ith ou t doubt, a  fa c t  (from  a  S p e c ta to r  
a sp e ct) th a t such prom in ent S p iritu alists  as  W illiam  
H o w itt, S . C . H all, W allace , M orse, Ow en, P u tn am , 
W a tso n , S argen t, Crow ell, & c., n o t only profess no 
belief in D eity , b u t en tirely  re je c t  th e  im possible assum p
tio n  o f  th e  D ivine existen ce.

I x  is  to  bo re g re tte d  th a t H u d so n  T u ttle , b efore p re
sen tin g  to th e  w orld his la te st w ork, “  T h e  E th ic s  o f  
Spiritu alism ,” did n o t tak e  th e  trou b le to  ensh rin e th e  
m any noblo th ou g h ts and com m endable sen tim en ts to  
which he gives u tte ra n ce , in a  fram ew ork  som ew hat 
w o rth ier o f  th em . Though such a  tre a tise  has lo n g  been 
a  desideratum , still w e could have w aited a  little  longer  
for M r . T u ttle  to  ren d er his prod uction  m ore in accord  
w ith th e  requirem ents o f sy n tax , orth ograp h y, and pu nc
tu atio n , and to  m ake a  little  m ore perspicu ous his m any  
obscure and am biguous senten ces. W h ils t d esirin g to  
d e tra c t in no wise from  th e  m erits  o f  th e  book as  being  
philosophic, th oughtful, and gen erally  sound, I  m ust 
rem ark  th a t th e  talen ted  a u th o r’s com position is often  
defective. T h e  volum es o f M r. T u ttle  m ay be stand ard  
w orks, b u t he m u st bo rem inded th a t th e  stand ard  is 
low ered w hen he w rites such slip-shod E n glish  as  this 
book contains. W h en  one sees u n fo rtu n ate  verbs going  
begging f o r  nom inatives, and forlorn little  noun s so 
isolated in th e ir  opinions, o r  w ith digestive organ s so 
im paired th a t th e y  can ’t  g e t  an y th in g  to agree  w ith  
th em  ; on e is  inclined to  ask, W h y  does n o t  M r . T u ttle

Î'Ut m to p ra c tice  his tran scen d en tal aphorism , “ D o all 
o r o th ers,”  and do som ething for them  ?

’T is  qu ite plain now ! D oes an y on e w an t to  know  w hat 
is th e  “ u ltim ate  law  o f m an’s  h istory  ? ” I f  so, ho has 
only to  tu rn  to  “ Isis  and O siris ,” and th ere  he will find 
th e  problem  m ost lu cid ly  solved. T he aforesaid law  is 
en u n ciated  th u s T h o u g h t in  its  D ifferen tiating and  
In te g ra tin g  A ctiv ity , advances u n d er T e rre s tria l Condi
tion s, from  th e  con cep tion  o f  ..on e-sided D eterm in atio n , 
th ro u g h  th e  D iffereh tiation  o f  S u bjective and O b jective,

to  th e  concep tion  o f  M u tu a l D e te rm in a tio n .” N ow , 
don’t  say, ‘‘ T h ere  is n o th in g  new  u n d e r  th e  su n ,"  after
th a t. .

P .S .— I  ou gh t to  add th a t  “  I s i s  a n d  O siris  ”  is  a  very  
learn ed  and profound w ork , t r e a tin g  o f  th e  orig in  o f  
C h ristian ity , b y J o h n  S . S tu a r t  G len n ie , M .A ., an  
E g y p to lo g is t o f “ cre d it and ren ow n .”  I t  contains  
n early  4 5 0  pp ., and is  sold , a t  th e  v e ry  low  r a te  of 
3s. 6 d ., b y  th e  F re e th o u g h t P u b lish in g  C om p an y, Stone- 
c u tte r -s tre e t ,  Lond on.

T H E  G R A N D  O L D  T R U T H S .

S o m e  y e a rs  ago, on e o f  o u r  p o p u lar w rite rs  described a  
public o ra to r , ad d ressin g a cro w d ed  a u d ien ce , a t  a  tim e  
w hen th e  w eath er w as so e x ce e d in g ly  cold  th a t  th e  
w ords, as  th e y  p roceeded from  his m o u th , b ecam e frozen  
and fell in sm all p ellets  o f  ice  to  h is  f e e t ;  so th a t, 
a fte r  ho h ad been speak ing for th r e e  q u a rte rs  o f  an 
h o u r, he w as observed to  be s ta n d in g  u p  to  his n eck  in 
his ow n eloquen ce. I t  w as m u ch  co ld e r, on  th a t  occa
sion, th an  i t  ap p ears to  h av e  b een  on  T u esd ay  F e b 
r u a ry  4 , 1 8 7 9 , w hen th e  solar ra y s  m ig h t h av e  blistered  
a  c rick e t b a t, and sco rch ed  th e  ball d a rk  brow n, for 
th e  read in g  o f  th e  in d ex up on a  th e rm o m e te r , to ld  us 
th a t  th e  qu icksilver had risen  to  blood h e a t in th e  shade; 
b u t, even th en , w hile om nibus h o rses  w e re  dropping  
dead th ro u g h  su n -stro k e, and th e  casu a lty -w a rd s  o f  tho 
g en era l h osp ital w ere b ein g  f re q u e n tly  occu p ied  by 
p atien ts  suffering from  coup-dc-solcil, th e re  m ig h t havo 
been w itnessed th e  sp e c ta c le  o f a n  A n -lic a n  Bishop  
officiating a t  th e  pom pous cerem on y o f  la y in g  a  founda
tio n -sto n e  for th e  new  ch u rch  o f  S t . L u k e 's , in north  
F itz ro y  ; an d , w h at G oldsm ith  said o f  h is  v illage school
m aster b ecam e ap p licab le th e re , for

11 Words of lenrned length, and thundering sound 
Amaz’d the gazing rustics all around :
And still they stared, and still the wonder grew,
How one small head could carry all he knew."

T h ey  w ere oblivious o f  th e  c o -re la tiv e  circu m stan ces , 
and lo st sig h t o f  th e  ecclesiastical g ra n d e u r  o f  the  
P re la cy , th e  episcopalian reven u es, an d  th e  silver trow el 
w ith th e  su p p lem en tary  co llectio n  o f  sev en ty  so v ereig n s; 
b u t w e ca n n o t d issociate  from  th e  ch ro n icle , th a t  sub
lim e ap o stro p h e o f  J e s u s , “  M y  house sh all be called a  
house o f  p ray er, a n d  y e  have m ad e i t  a  den  o f  thieves.” 
T h e  R ig h t R ev eren d  J a m e s , L o rd  B ishop o f M elbourne, 
dilated , sen ten tio u sly  a b o u t th e  “ g ran d  old tru th s ,”  and 
b o asted  th a t  h is  alm a m a ter  o f  C am b rid ge, had  con
fron ted  th e  scep ticism  o f  m odern  opinion, by e re ctin g  a 
ch u rch  a t  a  c o s t o f  e ig h ty  th ou san d  poun ds. W ith  pro
found re sp e ct for his lo rd sh ip 's a n te ce d e n ts  learning  
and p osition , w e ask  him  to  a d o p t th e  ad v ice  once  
ten d ered  b y Jo h n so n  to  B osw ell, and to  “  c le a r  his mind 
o f  can t,”  for th e  d eity  dw elleth  n o t in tab e rn a cle s  built 
w ith han ds, G o d ’s kingdom  is  u n iversal n a tu re , earth , 
ocean , heaven, H is  boundless th ro n e . T h e  ecclesiastical 
in to le ra n ce  a n d  blasp hem ou s im p ertin en ces  o f  the  
p re se n t day, re fle c t th e  h y p o crisy  an d  covetousness of 
th a t  dissem bling co u n cil o f  th e  S an h ed rim  w hich con
signed th e  profou n d est o f  all p h ilosoph ers to  an igno
m inious and e x cru cia tin g  d eath  : and , w e m o s t solem nly  
believe th a t, w e re  J e s u s  to  rev is it o u r  p lan et, in a  
m aterial body, he w o u ld h av eag ain  to  en d u re  th esco ffs  and 
in su lts o f  a  superficial an d  m un d an e p rie s th o o d ;  whose 
religion  is  a  profession, w hose c re e d  is  a  ch im era , and 
w hose G o d  is  M am m on . I t  is re m a rk a b le  th a t  alm ost 
contem p oraneou sly w ith th e  d em o n stra tio n  in  N o rth  
F itz ro y , th e re  ap p eared  a n  a rtic le  in  T h e  M elbourne  
R eview  com m en tin g upon th e  d ecad en ce  o f  p u lp it power; 
and co n trib u ted , a c tu a lly , b y  th e  irrep ressib le  p en  o f a  
lo cal p reach er, an d  as  a  co lla te ra l c ircu m sta n ce , th ere  
b u t re ce n tly  o ccu rre d  th e  follow in g in cid en t, d u rin g  the  
co llectio n  o f  cen su s s ta tis t ic s  in  E n g la n d , w hen two 
officers e n te re d  th e  c o tta g e  o f  a n  a g r ic u ltu r is t, in one  
o f  th e  n o rth e rn  cou n ties, to  ob tain  in fo rm atio n  fo r  filling 
in th e  cen su s-p ap ers. T h e  head o f  th e  fam ily  answ ered  
all th e  p relim in ary  q u estion s v e ry  sa tisfa cto rily , b u t  
w hen he w as ask ed  w h a t re lig io n  h e  b elonged to , he  
b ecam e suddenly confused , an d  as  h e  did n o t  vouch
safe  a n y  re p ly , o n e  o f  th e  e n u m e ra to rs , tu rn in g  
im p atien tly  to w ard s h is  co lleag u e , e x c la im e d :  “  0  ! th is



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 1587

m an , evidently , d o es n o t  b elon g to  an y  religion  ; so  let 
us re tu rn  him  a  m em b er o f  th e  C h u rch  o f  E n g la n d ."  
A d d  to  th a t  a n o th e r  ed ify in g  episode co n n ected  w ith  
th e  re ce p tio n  o f  P a s to r  C hiniquy on  M on d ay evening, 
F e b ru a ry  3 r d , w hen h e  to ld  h is  au d ien ce a t  th e  T em 
p eran ce  H a ll, th a t, a t  th e  la s t  m eetin g  o f  th e  V atican  
i t  w as sta ted  th e  P r o te s ta n t  C h u rch  w as g o in g  to  hell 
f a s t ;  fo r, i f  su ch  be th e  case , th e  A n g lican  B ishop  
o u g h t t o  reco g n ise  th e  obvious ab su rd ity  o f  e rectin g  
additional con v en ticles, a n d  in stead  o f  playin g in to  th e  
th e  han ds o f  th e  D evil, leave th e  D evil to  b e  co n te n t  
w ith w h at h e  has.

B u t , w ith u n ctio u s  o rth o d o xy , h is  c le rica l lordship  
e x p a tia te d  in sacerd o ta l rh e to ric  a b o u t, “  g ra n d  old 
tr u th s ,” an d  y e t  w e w ere  to ld , by a  M elb ou rn e  
J o u r n a l  on W e d n e sd a y , F e b ru a ry  5 th , 1 8 7 9 , th a t  “ th e  
rev isers  o f  th e  au th o rised  version  o f  th e  n ew  T e s ta 
m e n t h av e  ju s t  con clu d ed  th e ir  se co n d  an d  final 
revision  o f  th a t  B o o k , w hich la b o u r h as  occup ied  th em  
e ig h t y e a rs  a n d  a  h alf, and th e  c u r re n t  y e a r  is  likely  
to  see  th e  am ended v ersion  in th e  h an d s o f th e  
people.”  P e rh a p s  B ish o p  M oo rliou se, w hen n e x t  he  
assails “  th e  in te lle c tu a l to u rn am en ts”  o f  th e  day— as 
h e  is  p leased  to  d esig n ate  w h at he did n o t d istin ctly  
nam e— will h av e  sufficient can d o u r to  in form  us how  
m u ch  o f te n e r  is  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  to  b e  revised. 
I g n o ra n t th o u g h  w e b e , w e a ffect to  know  a  little  
a b o u t B ib le  h istory .

I f  Je n o w a y 's  n o te s  bo reliab le, th e  firs t tra n sla tio n  
w as u n d ertak en  b y  k in g  A lfred . T h e  P salm s w ere  
tra n s la te d  in to  S axo n  b y  A d elm u s in 7 0 9 .  O th e r  p a rts  
w ere  done by E d fried  o r  E g b e r t  in 7 5 0 , and th e  whole by  
B e d e . In  1 3 5 7 ,T r e v is a  published th e  w hole in En glish . 
T in d all’s tra n s la tio n  ap p eared  in  1 3 3 4 , w as revised  and  
a lte re d  in 1 5 3 8 , w as published w ith a  p re fa ce  by  
C ra n m e r in  1 5 4 9 , and allow ed to  be re a d  in ch u rch es. 
I n  1 5 5 1 , a n o th e r  tra n sla tio n  w as published, w hich, being  
revised  by several bishops, w as p rin ted  w ith  th e ir  a lte ra 
tio n s  in  1 5 6 0 . I n  1 6 1 3 , a  n ew  tra n s la tio n  w as published  
b y  a u th o rity , w h ich  is th a t  in p re se n t u se , and is 
g e n e ra lly  kn ow n as  k in g  J a m e s ’ version . T h ere  was 
n o t an y  tran sla tio n  o f  th e  B ib le  in to  th e  I r is h  lan guage  
till  1 6 8 5 , a n d  th e  P o p e  did n o t  give his perm ission fo r  
th e  tra n s la tio n  o f  i t  in to  any lan g u ag e  till  1 7 5 9 . A fte r  
all th a t, i t  is  p leasan t, ce rta in ly , to  h e a r th a t  du rin g  
1 8 7 9 ,  an oth er rev ised  T esta m ent, is  to  be “ in th e  hands  
o f  th e  p e o p le : ” b u t su re ly , we a re  p erfectly  ju stified  in 
ask in g  if  th e  W o r d  o f  G o d  req u ires to  u n d ergo as  m any  
a lte ra tio n s  as  o ccu rre d  to  S ir  J o s h u a  H aw ley ’s silk  
s to c k in g s ; o f  w hich a r tic le s  i t  is said th a t  y o u  cou ld  n o t  
identify th e  orig in al te x tu r e , b ecau se  i t  h ad  been so fre 
q u en tly  m ended : and th e re  would have been as  m uch  
p ro p rie ty  in S ir  J o s h u a  b o astin g  ab o u t h is g ran d  old 
hose as  th e re  ap p ears to  be in th e  A n g lican  P re la te  d is
co u rsin g  upon th e  “ g ran d  old tr u th s .”  T h e  only tru th s  
th is  w orld n eed s, a re  em bodied in th e  p r in c ip ia  of 
C h ris t's  serm on on  th e  m ou n t. T h e  chief, and indeed, 
on ly  difficulty is to  b rin g  h u m an  co n d u ct in obedience  
to d h e s e  p r e c e p ts ; b u t w hosoever shall build both a  faith  
a ^ u  a  ch u rch  up on revised  ed ition s o f  th e  B ib le , will 
find o u t  b e fo re  v e ry  lo n g , upon w h at an  in secu re  founda
tion  th e  p air  h av e  b een  e re c te d . O n  F e b ru a ry  4 th , th e  
H o n . M r. L o n g m o re , w hen ad d ressin g his co n stitu en ts  
a t  C am p erd ow n , re fe rre d  to  th e  ch u rch  lands o f  S t. 
J a m e s ' parish  b ein g  now  le t  on  building leases, coverin g  
fifty y e a rs  d u ra tio n  ; and s ta ted  th a t  M r. Service had  
alread y  e re c te d  a  m ercan tile  estab lish m en t th e re  a t  a  
c o s t  o f  £ 7 0 0 0 ,  th e  grou n d  re n t b ein g  £ 6 0 0  p e r  annum  ; 
and , in th e  co u rse  o f  a  few m o re  y e a rs , th a t  ch u rch , 
w hich is  th e  co n se cra te d  e x p o n e n t o f  G o d ’s revised  
W o r d , w ill prob ably  realise  a  reven u e o f  £ 5 0 ,0 0 0  a  
y e a r . W e  a r e  sup posed to  su b m it to  th is , b ecau se th e  
g ro u n d  w as origin ally  g ran ted  by G o v ern m en t for  
ch u rch  p u rp o s e s ; b u t, a lth o u g h  w e v e ry  re lu c ta n tly  
re fe r  to  th e  p o litica l p h ase o f th e  qu estion , w e a re  dis
posed to  cav il a t  th is  a lien atio n  o f  a  valuable c ity  a llo t
m e n t, w h en  th e  orig in al in ten tio n  o f  th e  L e g is la tu re , 
u p o n  th e  abolition  o f  S ta te  A id  to  R elig io n , has th u s  
been p e rv e rte d  to  reven u e pu rp oses. T h e  P resb y terian s  
also , som e y e a rs  a g o , receiv ed  a  valu ab le g r a n t  o f  land  
from  th e  crow n, osten sibly  fo r  “ c h u rch  pu rp oses,” 
in  E a s t  M elb ou rn e, a n d  in 1 8 6 8 , w ere  d raw iu g grou nd

re n ta ls  o f  5s. n e r  w eek from  th e ir  leaseh o ld ers : and  
th is  so r t o f th in g  continu ed u n til th e  a tte n tio n  o f  
G o vern m en t being d irected  to  th e  fia sco  th e  little  gam e  
w as p u t  a stop  to .  W e  have been provoked to  th ese  
s tr ic tu r e s  by th e  allusions o f  a  ce rta in  nam eless section  
o f  ou r op pon ents, who ou gh t, in com m on h o n esty , to  
firs t p lu ck  o u t th e  m o te  th a t is in th e ir  ow n eye , b efore  
th ey  presum ed to  ridicu le and defam e th e  in ten tio n s of 
o th ers. F o o te , th e  ce leb rated  com edian , on ce  said o f  a  
c e rta in  m iser th a t  he w ould have undoubtedly rem oved  
th e  beam  from  h is eye, if he th o u g h t he could have sold  
th e  tim b e r ; and th e  sam e rem ark  is p ecu liarly  applicable  
to  m an y a t  th is day. T he “ g ran d  old tr u th s "  o f an  
o rth o d o x  c le rg y  a r e  closely  asso ciated  w ith av arice  and  
c o r ru p tio n ; and a s  Sidney S m ith  exp ressed  i t ,  “ th eir  
divine e c s ta cy  com es from  th e  Q ueen’s p rin ter, bound in 
calf, bald w ith age , and n o t v e ry  ch o ice  e ith e r  in diction  
o r  in g ram m ar.”  T h e  A th an asian  C reed, th e  kneeling  
a t  th e  nam e o f C h rist, th e  go in g  to  th e  a lta r , th en  to  
th e  d esk , th e n  to  th e  p u lp it ; th e  ch an g in g  o f  surplices  
fro m  w h ite  to  black , th e  risings up a n d  th e  sittin g s  down 
n o t one o f  th e se  w as p reto rm itted . W h a t  m ind  
th a t  h as  an y  sou l in  its  sacred  business, can  re a ch  to  its  
ow n s ta tu re  u n d er su ch  a  system  ?  L o o k  a t  th e  ed u ca
tion  o f  o u r  m oral teach ers ! W h a t a r e  th e  ch ie f  qualifi
ca tio n s ? T h e  classics  a t  O xfo rd , and m ath em atics a t  
C a m b rid g e !”

N o w  w e c a n  u n d erstan d  how it  happened th a t th e  
p aro ch ia l m in ister  obtained such an  am bigious answ er  
from  a  lady-pupil in his B ib le .class, “ W h a t is y o u r chief 
con solatio n  in life, m y d ear g irl ? ” said he, e x p e ctin g  no  
d o u b t, to  rece iv e  th e  th eolo gic r e p ly ; b u t i t  ra th er  
aston ish ed  him , w hen th e  lady answ ered, “ I  d o n o t  like  
to  m ention his nam e, b u t I  have n o objection to  le t  you  
know  w h ere  ho lives.”  T h e  p asto r  w as th ink in g o f th e  
T r i n i t y : th e  g irl was th in k in g  o f  h er lover. B u t  a  tru ce  
to  th is . T h e  ru le  o f r ig h t is  w ithin ev ery  m an , and  
S p iritu al happiness proceeds from  th e  R u le  o f  R ig h t. 
T h e  d o ctrin e  o f  Individual R espon sibility  is m ore effica
ciou s, fo r  pu blic and p riv ate  m orals, th an  th ru stin g  a  
finder in to  th e  key-hole o f  a  ch u rch -d oo r, and sim ulating  
th e  m u m m ery  o f  p ray er. I n  S p iritu al v irtu e alone, do 
w e find v i ta l i ty ; i t  is as  en d urin g as  th e  crea tiv e  
essen ce  th a t  m ade i t : and , while its  m o tto  is onw ard, i t  
lifts  us likew ise, upw ard to  a  G o d  infinitely m ore m erci
ful th an  m an , and to  a  D ie ty  who desireth n o t  se cta ria n  
burlesq ues, b u t th e  b reath in g  devotion and tru s tfu l con
s ta n cy  o f  souls, as  e v erlastin g  as  H im self. T h u s, did 
A d elaid e P r o c to r  w rite , and tliu s do th e  sp irits  in th e  
sph eres now  sing :—

“ Learn the mystery of progression duly,
Do not call each glorious change decay,

For we know, we only hold our treasures truly,
When it seems as if they passed away :

Nor dare to blame God's gifts for incompleteness,
In that want their beauty lies. They roll 

Townrds some infinite depth of love and sweetness ; 
Bearing onwards cv’ry immortal soul.”

W h o so ev er will n o t ech o  th e  sen tim en t, em bodied in 
th a t  s ta n z a , w ould be likely to  go to  fisticuffs with 
G ab rie l, and cre a te  a  rebellion  in th e  p o etical p a rad ise ; 
alth ou gh , in th e  prin ciples o f  a n  effectu al, and ferven t 
belief, he m ay n o t possess a  hope above b rass-b u tto n s  
n o r have a  desire beyond sal-v olatile , o r  a n y  o th e r  sal

Notice to Our Friends-
W e  p articu larly  ca ll a tte n tio n  to  th e  a r tic le  add ressed  
to  “ O u r  F riends,” on p a g e  1573 la s t  issue, and urge  
th em  to  a c t  up on i t .  T h e  resp o n se  so fa r  has been in
ad eq u ate  ;  a t  th e  sam e tim e wo m u st apologise for ty p o
g rap h ica l e rro rs  and d efective p u n ctu atio n  in o u r  sup
plem en t, which, th ro u g h  u n u su al h u rry  in publication , 
w en t to  p ress  w ith o u t co rrectio n .

B a l d w i n  is  in  A d elaid e, and his p reten d ed  exp o su res  
o f S p iritu al phenom ena have led to  a  co rresp o n d en ce  in  
th e  E x p r e s s  an d  T eleg ra p h . T h is p a p e r  has shew n m ore  
im p a rtia lity  th a n  m ost o f  its  co n tem p o raries, and gives  
sco p e fo r  b o th  sides. A  w r ite r  on  th e  sp iritu alistic  side, 
u n d er th e  nom  d e p lu m e  o f  “ G in x 's  B a b y ,”  ably defends  
th e  S p iritu alistic  position and exposes th e  fa lla cy  o f  M r. 
Baldw in’s  and his su p p o rte rs ’ s ta te m e n ts , in som e  
t r e n c h a n t  le t te rs .
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R E V I E W .

T h e  scu rrilo u s and consu m m ately  u n tru th fu l pam ph let 
on “ M edium s and th e ir  D u p e s ,"  alluded to  in 
ou r la s t has called fo rth  tw o an tid o tes, w ritten  
b y tw o gen tlem en  o f w ell-know n li te ra ry  fam e  
in  Sydn ey, a n d , as  w e believe, has been th e  

, m eans o f doing th e  v e ry  op p osite  to  w h at i t  p u rp o rted  
‘t o  accom plish. T h e  work we allu d e to  w as in tend ed to  

th orou g h ly exp o se Spiritu alism , b u t i t  h as, on  th e  co n 
tr a ry , b ro u g h t Spiritu alism  in to  w ider n o tice , and by  
th orou g h ly  exposing th e  ig n oran ce , unreliability , and  
van ity  o f  th e  com p ilers, and w ithal brin gin g in to  th e  
field tw o ab le  defenders o f  th e  sa cre d  tru th , who, o th e r
w ise, m igh t have rem ained silen t, i t  has d irectly  sub
v erted  th e  en d  th e ir  com pilers h ad  in view.

_ T he tw o w orks in rep ly  a re  en titled  “ S p irits  an d  th e ir  
Frien ds-,”  a n d  "V a g a b o n d s  and th e ir  D u p e s ;” one 
w ould th in k  very  ap p ro p riate  titles  indeed. T h e  fo rm e r  
by E .  C yril H avilan d (o f  th e  A u stra lia n  M a ga zin e), in  
a  ferv en t and alm o st d ev ou t sp irit, e n ters  upon th e  task  
o f show ing th e  m any fau lts and blem ishes of th e  w ork  
h e  rep lies to . H o  show s lu cidly th a t  he has a n  en tire  
know ledge o f  both sides o f th e  question , and tak es  th e  
evidence in su p p ort o f  his ow n convictions hom e to  th e  
read ers  b y giving m an y details o f  exp erim en ts and  
sean ces, n o t only w itnessed b y m an y o f  th e  a b lest m en  
o f th is age , b u t  witnessed also  b y  him self, so sh o rt a  
tim e ago aB th e  last few  m onths, and h ero  in th e se  very  
colonies. B y  settin g  his opponents to  w ar am ongst 
them selves, by adducing th e ir  conflicting th eories to  
acco u n t fo r  th e  sam e f a c t , he negatives th e ir  ppw er ; for 
n atu ra lly  i t  will bo seen th a t  if  tw o o r  m ore th eories be 
given to  a cco u n t for an y  fa ct , w hen th ese  th eories are  
conflicting, if  one bo tr u e , th e  re s t m u st be false. W h a t  
w e m ean m ay be illu strated  by a  few  w ords from  M r. 
H avilan d himself. O n p ag e  12  he s a y s :— “  I  don’t  
know  which to  adm ire m ost, D r. K n a g g ’s  toe  th eo ry , or 
M r. M ask elyn e's thim ble,"  an d  h e  m igh t h av e  added 
“  M r. Baldw in’s slot in th e  ta b le ."  H e re  th e re  a re  th re e  
ponju rors— one only an  am ateu r, to  bo su re, b u t posses- 

/ s i n g  as m uch van ity  ns e ith er o f  th e  o th ers, a n d  th eirs  
is  im m ense— each givin g a n  exp lan ation  which, if  
tr u e , m u st give th e  lie to  th e  o t h e r s ; and , to  u se  th e  
lan gu ag e o f Thom as P ain e , “ Sin ce w e have no au th ority  
to  believe one m o re  th a n  an o th er, w e have no au th ority  
to  believe a n y .” “  M edium s an d  th e ir  D u p es,” contains  
a  s ta te m e n t to  th e  effect th a t  m essages received  th rou gh  
D r. Slade w ere never w ritten  in an y  lan gu ag e save th e  
E n g lish . This is m et by publishing sev era l m essages  
w ritten  in G erm an  and F re n c h , and prod ucin g unim 
peachable authorities a tte s tin g  to  th e  fa c t  o f  m essages  
having been received in G reek , Spanish, P o rtu gu ese , 
R u ssian , Sw edish, D u tch , G erm an , A rab ic , and Chinese  
d ialects . M r. H aviland leaves no sto n e  u n tu rn ed , b u t  
a t  ev ery  step  adduces som e evidence to  illu stra te  and  
tak e  hom e his point, and in qu oting from  Z olln er, th e  
R ev . S tain to n  M oses, th e  C o u rt C ou ju ror o f  G orm any, 
and oth ers, as well as by th e  ea rn e st, s in cere , and u n 
assu m ing s ty le  o f his n arrativ e , he has shown th a t  he 
loves th e  tru th , and is n o t  only ab le  b u t w illing to  
defend it.

T h e  d efects  o f  th e  book a r e  p u rely  lite ra ry , and are  
such th a t could n o t well be avoided, if  th e  zeal and high  
sp irit o f th e  a u th o r a re  to  be preserved. °

“ V agab on ds and th e ir  D upes,” w ritten  by H aro ld  W .  
H . Step h en , a  gen tlem an so long co n n ected  w ith, and  
so w ell-know n in lite ra ry  c irc le s , th a t  w e m ay re s t  
assu red  th a t  w h at he does will b e  well done— is, indeed, 
w h at i t  professes to  be— “ a  com p lete  exp o su re o f  th e  
e rro rs  and m is-statem en ts o f  ‘ T h e  V agab on d ,’ and c e r 
ta in  o f  his frien d s.” I t  abounds in ex ce lle n tly  applied  
and politely  adm in istered  sarcasm , gen u in e c ritica l  
an alyses, and co g e n t and stub born  qu otation  o f  fa cts  
I t s  s ty le  is  ra cy , and its  lo gic fau ltless. I t  h as, m o re
over, a  vein o f  hum our in it , and you ca n n o t help sm iling  
as  y o u  see  “ T h e  V ag ab o n d ”  exam ined as  th ou g h  he  
w ere a  school-boy w ith a  p ecu liarly  m orbid im agination  
and p u t, “  d em ure and sad,”  upon th e  d u n ce’s stoo l, to  
speak no m o re  till  h e  has lea rn ed  his lesson. N o r  do 
th e  “ V agab on d ’s ”  com panions fare ' m u ch  b e tte r , b u t 
a r e  show n to  be false even on  su ch  a  sm all p oin t as  
“  gram m ar,” a n d  ig n o ra n t in  th e  h igh est d eg ree  upon

th e  su b je ct w hich th e y  profess to  e x p o se . T h ey  stalk  
in to  th e  gloom  o f  th e ir  ow n  ig n o ra n ce , and w ith the  
w rite r , w e a re  com pelled  in  p ity  to  s a y : “  T h ese poor 
V agab on ds ! M ad  ev ery o n e  o f  th em  ! ”

M r. S tep h en  ca re fu lly  g o es  th ro u g h  th e  evidence of 
th e  S lad e t r ia l  in  L o n d o n , a n d  show s th e  evidence to  be 
in S lad e’s favou r, and a g a in s t th e  testim o n y  o f the 
a m a te u r  co n ju ro r, D r . K n a g g s , h e  p laces  th a t  o f  the  
G erm an  C o u rt .C o n ju r o r ; a g a in s t th e  tw addle o f  a 
S y d n ey  in k -s ta in er, he p laces  th e  w isdom  o f  th e  Hon. 
W .  E .  G la d s to n e ; againBt th e  p resu m p tive  m aunderings  
o f an  In d ian  sp o rtin g  c h a r a c te r  h e  p laces  th e  calm  
opinion o f  A . S . T .  P e te rso n , E s q ., th e  la te  ju d g e  o f  the 
S u p rem e C o u rt o f C a lc u tta  ; an d  a g a in s t th e  lig h t and 
fro th y  a rgu m en lu m  ah db su rd u m  o f  A m a te u r  C onjuror  
N o . 2 ,  h e  places th e  e a rn e sr  le t te r  o f  B a ro n e ss  Von  
V a y , & c. N o t  th a t  h e  d raw s y o u r  a tte n tio n  to  th e  con
tr a s t ,  b u t th e  co n ten ts  o f  th e  book le a d  y o u  to  such 
com p arison s.

B o th  o f  th e se  w ork s co n clu d e  w ith  d irectio n s to  form 
sp irit c ircle s , and in th e  h an d s o f th e  sce p tic , f o r  whom 
th e y  w ere w ritte n , th e y  c a n n o t fail to  do g r e a t  good ; 
for, to  u se  th e  lan g u ag e  o f  a  w ell-k n ow n  S p iritu a lis t o f  
M elb ou rn e— “ S p iritu alism  b ein g  b a se d  u n o n  llemons-, 
trab le  fa c ts , th e  m o re  i t  is  an aly sed  a n d  im partially-in- 
vestig ated , th e  g r e a te r  is  th e  evid en ce  o f  i ts  tr u th , and 
th e  m o re  ra tio n a l does i ts  p h ilo so p h y a p p ear.

P R I N C I P L E S .

W St. H. IIU SSELL.

T h e  love o f  tru th  is  n a tu ra l to  th e  h u m an  m ind. B u t 
th is s ta te m e n t seem s to  be co n tra d ic te d  by all experi
en ce. M an  has all a lo n g  a cce p te d  fa n cy  in stead  o f fact, 
th e  ab su rd  in p la ce  o f  th e  co n s is te n t, a n d  clu n g to  
e rro r  a s  th ou g h  h is e te rn a l w elfare  dep end ed upon it. 
T h is only proves th a t  in  liis orig in al con d ition  ho was 
incapable o f  ascerta in in g  all tr u th  a t  on ce. E y e s  had 
he in th e  beginning, b u t cap ab le  o f  seein g  above him 
on ly  th e  b lu e can op y stu d d ed  w ith  u n n u m b ered gems. 
T h a t was tr u th  to  him  to  a  ce rta in  e x te n t . H e  rejoiced  
in it , fo r  he beheld th e re  b eau ty , su b lim ity , and glory. 
B u t  is i t  to  him  now  “ li ttle  jo y

“ To know he’s farther off from heaven 
Than when he was a boy?"

T h e  old h eav en  o f  his orig in al f a n c y  h as  disappeared  
for ever, b u t beh old th e  infinitude o f  g lo rie s  th a t have 
su cceed ed  ! T h e  go d s and go d d esses t h a t  on ce  peopled 
m ou n tain , r iv er , a n d  fo re s t, h av e  fled, b u t sources 
o f in sp iration  fo r  th e  p o e t a r e  m o re  ab u n d an t now 
th a n  e v e r  before.

T h eologian s h av e  laid  g r e a t  s tre ss  u p o n  th e  necessity  
o f a  divine rev elatio n , an d , i f  w e c a n  re ly  upon their 
s ta te m e n ts , w e h av e  i t  in th e  form  o f  books called the 
B ib le , th e  K o r a n , th e  S h a s ta , a n d  th e  lik e . B u t  the  
B ook , even to  th e  m o st o rth o d o x  o f  th em , is  n o t suffi
c ie n t in itself. I t s  lite ra l sen se does n o t  co n te n t them, 
h en ce th e y  m u st alleg o rize  and sp iritu alize  in  order to 
satisfy  th e  dem ands o f  u n fo ld in g  reaso n , even where 
relig iou s tr u th  is  alon e co n ce rn e d . J e s u s  w as n o t satis
fied w ith th e  B ib le  o f  h is ow n p eo p le , and therefore  
ap p ealed  to  th e  rev elatio n  o f  G o d  in h is  ow n soul as 
som ething o f  h ig h e r a u th o rity  th a n  th e  an cien ts had 
tau g h t. T h e  scie n tis t is n o t  c o n te n t w ith  old theories 
o f  s c ie n c e ; co n tin u ed  in v estig a tio n s a n d  discoveries 
dem and n ew  th eories. T h e  f u tu re  w ill doubtless call 
f o r  still n ew er on es. A s  w ell u n d ertak e  to  confine the 
In fin ite  L ife  w ith in  th e  com p ass o f  a  h u m an  body as to  
lim it divine p rin cip les to  an y  o r  a ll o f  th e  books th at 
have ever been o r  sh all be com p osed  by hu m an minds.

D issatisfaction  w ith  th e  en u n cia tio n s a n d  th eories of 
an y  one a g e  is  n o t  in co n sis ten t w ith th e  s ta te m e n t th at  
m an is  a  lo v er o f tru th . H e  m ay c lin g  t o  th e  p a s t  because 
h is fee t a r e  n o t well p lan ted  u p o n  th e  e te rn a l founda
tio n s . H e  m ay  be fe a rfu l le s t th e  billow s continually  
sw elling and ro llin g  on  th e  o cean  o f  life  should forev er  
en g u lp n  him  an d  h is h o p es. H e  m ay  ch erish  th e  tru th  
w hich he holds w ith a r d e n t affectio n , y e t  n o t  with th eN 
confidence w h ich  t r u t h  d em and s o f  him . H is  timid
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u tte ra n c e  is  : “ I f  th e  foun dations bo d estro y ed  w h at can  
th e  rig h teo u s do ? ”  w h ereas lie should he ab le  exu ltin gly  
to  e x c la im : “ W e  w ill n o t  fear th o u g h  th e  e a rth  be 
rem ov ed .”

T h e  p re s e n t is a n  a g e  o f  in vestig ation . I t  is  righ t 
th a t  i t  should be so. A ll a r e  in te re ste d  in th e  discovery  
o f  tr u th , w h eth er called  scien tific  o r . relig iou s, f o r  all 
m ay  b e  alik e  b en efitted  b y  i t .  I t  is said th a t  som e have  
been ren d ered  sce p tica l th e re b y . I f  th e ir  scep ticism  
con sists  in th e  re je c tio n  o f  su p e rs titio n s,'w h e th e r old or 
new , so m u ch  th e  b e t te r . T h ese  h av e  n ev er helped th e  
w orld . “  T h e  tr u th  shall m ak e  y o u  free .”  I f  i t  is  said  
th a t  scientific in vestig ation s te n d  to  m ak e m en  ath eistic  
a n d  m a te ria lis tic , th is  m ay fairly  and sq u arely  be denied. 
I f  som e called  scie n tists , a r e  m a te ria lis ts , y e t  th ousan ds  
o f  o th e rs  a r e  n o t so. L e t  all tru th s  bo th orou g h ly  and  
cand idly exam in ed  ; th e y  co n ta in  th e  p rin cip les o f  life 
b o th  p re se n t a n d  fu tu re . “  L ife  and im m o rta lity  w ere  
b ro u g h t to  lig h t” b y  J e s u s . E v e r y  o th e r  one m ay do 
th e  sam e, fo r  h im self a t  le a s t, i f  n o t  fo r  th ou san d s of 
o th ers  n o w  s ittin g  in  th e  d ark n ess o f  d o u b t resp ectin g  
th e  im m o rtal e x is te n ce .— S h a k e r  M anifesto .

G ro v elan d , N . T .

F O U E  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  E N G L I S H M E N .  

B y  J o h n  P a g e  H o p p s .

JOHN BRIGHT, THE PROPHET.

I  have alread y  p o in ted  o u t th e  c h a ra c te ris tic s  th a t  form , 
a s  i t  w ore, th e  w o rk in g  h a lf  o f th e  p ro p h et’s fa cu lty —  
In d iv id u ality , S y m p ath y , In s ig h t, C ou rage , and F e r v o u r  
— b u t w hen a ll is  said  a b o u t th e  In d ivid u ality , th e  S y m 
p a th y , th e  In sig h t, th e  C o u rag e , and th e  F e r v o u r  o f  the  
m an, som eth in g  still rem ain s to  form  th e  tr u e  p roph etic  
c h a ra c te r , and th is e lem en t I  in d ica te  in th e  tw o c h a 
r a c te ris tics  o f  R e v e re n ce  and M o ral earn estn ess . W it h 
o u t  th ese , y o u  m ig h t h av e  a  d em ag o g u e o r  an  in cen 
diary , an ico n o clast o r  a  co n sp ira to r , o r  even a  politician  
— b u t n o t th e  g en u in e piiq ph et .

O n e o f th e  ch a ra c te ris tic s  o f  Jo h n  B rig h t’s speeches, 
even in th e  H o u se  o f  C om m ons, is th e  g ra v e  and rev eren t  
u n d e rcu rre n t o f  re fe re n ce  to  a  S u p rem e B e in g , to  a  rea l  
K in g  o f  th e  n ation , to  a  go o d  h eav en ly  F a th e r . F ro m  
m v boyhood I  h av e  b een  s tru ck  an d  s ta rtle d  w ith  this, 
w hile re a d in g  th e  re p o rts  o f  P a rlia m e n ta ry  d eb ates. I  
n e v e r  could q u ite  r id  m y se lf  o f  th e  im pression  th a t  Jo h n  
B r ig h t  w as th e  E v a n g e lis t o f  th e  H o u se  o f  Com m ons. 
O n ce, w hen sp eak in g  o f  p ersecu tio n  fo r  th e  sak e o f  
op inion, he ap p eared  t o  d ep reca te  th is  app eal to  reli
gion, b u t, even in doing so , ho to u ch ed  th e  v e ry  deep est 
ch o rd . “  T h is H o u se ,” h e  said, “  is n o t th e  p lace  for 
relig iou s q u estion s. B u t , re flectin g  on th e  deep m y ste 
ries  o f  re lig io n , on  m y ow n doubts a n d  fra iltie s , on  th e  
sh o rtn e ss  o f  th e  p re se n t tim e , a n d  on th e  aw fu l a n d  u n 
kn ow n f u tu re — I  a f k  w h at am  I  th a t  I  should ju d g e  
a n o th e r  in relig iou s th in g s, an d  condem n him  to  e x c lu 
sion  and p ersecu tio n  ? ”  W h a t  a  re v e re n tia l a n d  rea lly  
re lig io u s re a so n  fo r  n o t  doing ill to  y o u r  n eighb ou r—  
th a t  both y o u  a n d  h e  a r e  rap id ly  pnssiug o n  to  th e  rea l  
J u d g e !— a n d  w h a t a  g ran d  p ro p h etic  sp ir it th is— th a t  
cou ld  lift up a  d eb ate  in  th e  H o u se  o f  C om m ons to  such  
a  le v e l ! I n  a  s im ilar sp irit ho o n ce  spok o in  G lasgow , 
in  a  g low in g ap p eal to  M in is te rs  o f  re lig ion , to  help on  
th e  ca u se  o f  P a r lia m e n ta ry  R e f o r m : —

“ We believe,” he said, “ in a Supreme Ruler of the Universe. 
We believe in His Omnipotence; we believe, and we humbly 
trust in His mercy. We know that the strongest argument which 
is used against that belief, by thoBC who reject it, is an argument 
drawn from the misery and the helplessness, and the darkness of 
so many of our race, even in countries which call themselves 
civilized and Christian. Is not that the fact? If I  believed that 
this misery, and this helplessness, and this darkness could not be 
touched or transformed, I  myself should be driven to admit the 
almost overwhelming force of that argument; but I  am convinced 
that just laws, and an enlightened administration of them, would 
change the face of the country. I  believe that ignorance and

suffering might be lessened to an incalculable extent, and that 
many an Eden, beauteous in flowers and rich in fruits, might be 
raised up in the waste wilderness which spreads before us.”
A n d  th a t  w as his rev eren tia l reaso n  for ask in g for r e 
fo rm — th a t  th e  good F a t h e r  in heaven m ean t us to  be 
f re e , and h ap p y , and helpful to  one an o th er.

B u t  all th is  is  v ita lly  re la te d  to  th e  n e x t  g re a t ch a ra c 
te r is tic — o f  m o ral earnestness. A n d  h e re  I  g e t  to  th e  
v e ry  h e a r t  o f th e  m an  and his c a llin g : fo r  all th a t  I  
h av e said is  o n ly  like describing a n  adm irable m a ch in e : 
th e  m o tiv e  pow er is  still w an tin g, and in Jo h n  B rig h t,  
th a t  pow.gr is m o ral pow er— m oral w eight, en erg y , and  
earn estn ess . I t  is th is  th a t has alw ays lifted him above 
th e  d u st o f  th e  a re n a  and th e  strife  o f  to n gu es ; i t  is 
th is  th a t  h as alw ays m ad e him  a  com m anding p resen ce , 
even  w hen figh tin g a  losing b a ttle , o r  lead ing a forlorn  
h o p e— a n d  i t  is  th is  th a t  m akes him  a  p ro p h et in ou r  
m id st to -d ay .

W h a t  a  m agn ificen t b u rs t th a t  w as in 1 8 5 8 , w hen, in 
B irm in g h am , he b ro u g h t to  th e  b a r  o f  th e  m oral law  the  
F o re ig n  p o licy  o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t:—

“ I believe," he cried, “ there is no permanent greatness to a 
nation except it be based upon morality. May I  ask yon, then, 
to believe, as I do most devoutly believe, that the moral law was 
not written for men alone in their individual character, but that 
it was written as well for notions, and for nations great as this 
of which we are citizens. If nations reject and deride that moral 
law, there is a penalty which will inevitably follow. It may not 
come at once, it may not come in our lifetime ; • but, rely upon it, 
the great Italian is not a poet only, but a prophet, when he 
says :—

1 The sword of heaven is not in haste to smite,
Nor yet doth linger.'

We have experience, we have beacons, we have landmarks 
enough. We know what the past has cost us, we know how much 
and how far we have wandered, but we are not left without a 
guide. I t  is true we have not, as an ancient people hail, Urim 
and Thummim—those oraculous gems on Aaron's breast—from 
which to take counsel, but we have the unchangeable and eternal 
principles of the moral law to guide us, and only so far ns we 
walk by that guidance can we he permanently a great nation, or 
our people a happy people.”*
I n  th e  sam e e lev ated  sp ir it ho on ce  v indicated  his life 
and w ork from  defam ation  o r disp aragem en t.

“ I  plead only for what I  believe to be just." he cried. “ I wish 
to do wrong to no man. For twenty-five years I have stood before 
audiences—great meetings of my countrymen—pleading only for 
justice. During that time, ns you know, I have endured measure
less insult, and have passed through hurricanes of abuse. I need 
not tell you that my clients have not generally been the rich and 
the great, but rather the poor and the lowly. They cannot give 
me place, and dignities, and wealth ; but honourable service in 
their cause yields me that which is of far higher and more Insting 
value—the consciousness that I have laboured to expound and 
uphold laws, which, though they were not given nmid the 
thunders of Sinai, are not less the commandments of God, and 
not less intended to promote and secure the happiness of men.”

T lic rc  spok e th e  p ro p h et o f  th e  L iv in g  G od, proclaim ing  
th e  sublim e e tern al law— th e law  o f  righteousness. A gain  
and again  th is  m oral earn estn ess upheld him . O n co he 
founded a n  a rg u m e n t en tire ly  up on  th is  assertion — “ I  
believe in  th e  m oral g o v ern m en t o f  th e  w orld .” O n  
a n o th e r  occasion  h e  sw ept aw ay  criticism  by sayin g :—  
“  W h a t  th o u g h  I  have n o t  been t h e r e ! O n e th in g  is 
c le a r— w h at is  j u s t  is  ju s t  e v e ry w h e re ; and th e  G re a t  
C re a to r  h a s  im p lan ted  w ith in  u s  th e  know ledge and th e  
lo ve o f  ju s t ic e .”

A n d  on y e t  a n o th e r  o ccasio n , w hen speak ing o f  I r e 
land, he lifted  a  H o u se  o f  Com m ons d eb ate  o u t o f  th e  
d u st w ith th e se  n o b le w ord s :—

“ I  imagine that there will come a time in the history of the 
world when men will be astonished that Catholics and Protes
tants have had so much animosity against, and suspicion of each

• A truly prophetic word I and, like all such words, perpetually 
true ; but the people appear to prefer the counsels of Mephisto- 
pheles.
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o t l i o r .  1  a c c e p t  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  a  g r a n d  p a s s a g e ,  w h i c h  I  o n c e  m e t  

w i t h  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e  i l l u s t r i o u s  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  c o l o n y  o f  

P e n n s y l v a n i a .  H e  s a y f l  t h a t 1 T h e  h u m b l e ,  m e e k ,  m e r c i f u l ,  j u s t ,  

p i o u s ,  a n d  d e v o u t  s o u l s  a r e  e v e r y w h e r e  o f  o n e  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  w h e n  

d e a t h  h a s  t a k e n  o f f  t h e  m a s k  t h e y  w i l l  k n o w  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  t h o u g h  

t h e  d i v e r s e  l i v e r i e s  t h e y  w e a r  h e r e  m a k e  t h e m  s t r a n g e r s . ’  N o w ,  

m a y  I  a s k  t h e  H o u s i i j o ' a c t  i n  t h i s  s p i r i t ,  a n d  t h e n  o u r  w o r k  w i l l  

b e  e a s y .  T h e  n o b l e  L o r d ,  t o w a r d s  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  h i s  s p e e c h ,  

s p o k e  o f  t h e  c l o u d  w h i c h  r e s t s  a t  p r e s e n t  o v e r  I r e l a n d .  I t  i s  a  

d a r k  a n d  h e a v y  c l o u d ,  a n d  i t s  d a r k n e s s  e x t e n d s  o v e r  t h e  f e e l i n g s  

o f  m e n  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n s o 

l a t i o n  w h i c h  w e  m a y  a l l  t a k e  t o  o u r s e l v e s .  A n  i n s p i r e d  k i n g ,  

a n d  b a r d ,  a n d  p r o p h e t ,  h a s  l e f t  u s  w o r d s  w h i c h  a r c  n o t  o n l y  t h e  

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a  f a c t ,  b u t  w h i c h  w e  m a y  t a k e  a s  t h e  u t t e r a n c e s  o f  

a  p r o p h e c y .  H e  s a y s ,  ' T o  t h e  u p r i g h t  t h e r e  a r i s e t h  l i g h t  i n  t h e  

d a r k n e s s . ’ L e t  u s  t r y  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  t o  b e  u p r i g h t .  L e t  u s  t r y  t o  

b e  j u s t .  T h a t  c l o u d  w i l l  b e  d i s p e l l e d .  T h e  d a n g e r s  w h i c h  s u r 

r o u n d  u s  w i l l  v a n i s h ,  a n d  w e  m a y  y e t  h a v e  t h e  h a p p i n e s s  o f  

l e a v i n g  t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  a n  h o n o u r a b l e  c i t i z e n s h i p  

i n  a  u n i t e d  a n d  p r o s p e r o u s  E m p i r e . "

This has been th e  sp irit o f  all his w ork — th is  the  
burden o f  all his prophesying— L e t  us do r ig h t because  
i t  is r i g h t : le t  us be ju s t  and fear n o t : le t  us believe in 
th o  abiding m oral law  of th e  E t e r n a l : le t  us look for 
th e  happy only in th o  good— fo r  th o  beautiful on ly  in 
th o  true.

I  m igh t end h ere , for th e  essen tial ch a ra cte ristics  of 
th o  P ro p h e t have all been n a m e d : but one crow ning  
g ra ce  o r  fo rce  rem ains : I  call it— Confidence, givin g to  
everyth in g else th e  bu oyan cy and stren g th  th a t  com e of  
th e  “ full assu ran ce  o f  fa ith .” T h is is  th e  ch aracteristic  
th a t brin gs us n e a re st to  th e  fam iliar con cep tion  o f the  
p rop h et a» p r e d ic t o r :  b u t i t  is h ere  th a t th e  prop het 
doeB foro-tell, n o t  because by som e m agic g ift he can  
see  tho un tu rn ed leaves o f  th e  book o f  fate, b u t because  
he can tra c e  th e  th read s o f  events, and see  fulfilm ents 
in beginnings, effects in causes, fru it in seed. H e  tak es  
his stand, as  I  have said, on a  m oral ord er, sees  
th a t  m oral o rd er is th o  life and soul o f  th e  universe, 
and is  confident th a t  th e  ev en t, th ough delayed, is 
sure.

A t  tim es th e y  laughed a t  Jo h n  B rig h t’s c le a r-cu t  
dem and for som e reform , b u t he invariably replied :—  
“ H o n . gentlem en m ay laugh, b u t I  te ll them  th a t  th is, 
soon er o r la te r , will be d o n e." A nd, even in ap p aren t 
defeat, th is sublime prophetic g ra ce  o f  confidence never 
d eserted  him. A fte r  his serious d efeat a t  M an ch ester, 
in 1 8 5 7 , he m et his old co n stitu en ts  w ith w ords of 
lo ftiest c h e e r :—

"  I  k n o w  n o t , ”  h e  s a i d ,  “  w h e t h e r  t h e r e ' b c  p e r s o n s  w h o  w i l l  

l o o k  u p o n  t h i s  m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  a  

d e f e a t  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  s u s t a i n e d .  T o  m e  i t  w e a r s  f a r  m o r e  t h e  

a s p e c t  o f  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  s o m e  g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  A n d  m a y  w e  

n o t  B a y  t h a t  w e  a r e  s u c c e s s f u l — t h a t  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  v i c i s s i 

t u d e s  w h i c h  w a i t  u p o n  t h e  e n r e e r  o f  p u b l i c  m e n ,  a n d  u p o n  t h e  

p r o g r e s s  o f  p u b l i c  q u e s t i o n s  i n  n  f r e e  c o u n t r y ,  w e  f i n d  n s  w e  l o o k  

b a c k  o v e r  a  t e r m  o f  y e a r s ,  t h a t  t h o s e  b e n e f i c e n t  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  

w e  h a v e  s o  o f t e n  e x p o u n d e d  a n d  d e f e n d e d  o n  t h i s  g r o u n d ,  a r e  

c o n s t a n t l y  m a k i n g  p r o g r e s s  a n d  o b t a i n i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  i n 

f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y m e n ? .................................S e e i n g

t h i s ,  t h e n ,  w h o  w i l l  d e s p a i r ?  S i n c e ;  I  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  t h i n k  

m a t u r e l y  u p o n  p u b l i c  q u e s t i o n s ,  s i n c e  I  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  a n d  h a v e  

b e e n  p e r m i t t e d  t o  o p e n  m y  m o u t h  i n  t h e s e  t h e  o p e n  c o u n c i l s  o f  

m y  c o u n t r y m e n ,  I  h a v e  n e v e r  f o r  o n e  m o m e n t  d e s p a i r e d . "

T h is gran d  assu ran ce  o f  fa ith  is  all th e  m ore re m a rk 
able w hen w e con sid er th e  w onderful ra n g e  o f  his sub
je c ts . H e  h as grappled w ith In d ian  finance, th o  g o v ern 
m en t o f  th e  colonies, th e  s ta te  o f  Ire la n d , C om m erce  
In te rn a tio n a l L a w , P o litica l E co n o m y , Ed ucation,- W a r ,  
th e  C hu rch , P a rlia m e n ta ry  R e fo rm ; and w h atever he  
has tou ch ed  he has illum ined and lifted  u p  in to  a  p u rer  
atm osp h ere. I n  relation  to  th ese  sub jects ho has been  
a  reform er, and th e  p rop h et o f  hope— n ev er th e  victim  
o f  despair.

T o  him, R efo rm  h as, all along, on lv  m ean t ju stice  
betw een m an , and th e  w elding o f  all classes o f  th e  
peo p le in to  a  co n ten ted  and un ited  w hole. F o r  him , th e

end o f  all th o u g h t a n d  a sp ira tio n  h as b een  th e  creation  
o f  a  un ited , rig h teo u s, and h ap p y p eo p le . I t  w as th e  
longing for th is  th a t  m oved  th e  so u ls  o f  th e  p rop h ets of 
I s r a e l ; i t  is th e  longing fo r  th is  th a t  m oves th e  souls of  
ou r p rop h ets to -d ay . L e t  u s  listen  to  th e m , l e t  us obey 
th em  ; lo t us s tan d  by th em , l e t  u s  know  th e m  and bless 
th em  e re  i t  be to o  la te . T oo lo n g  h av e  w e stoned our  
p rop h ets w hile th e y  lived, on ly  to  pile u p  ston es in 
th e ir  m em ory w hen th e y  w ere  dead. L e t  i t  b e  so no  
m ore.

"  0  p u r e  R e f o r m e r s ,  n o t  i n  v a i n  

Y o u r  t r u s t  i n  h u m a n  k i n d ;

T h e  g o o d  w h i c h  b l o o d s h e d  c o u l d  n o t  g a i n ,

Y o u r  p e a c e f u l  z e a l  s h a l l  f i n d .

T h e  t r u t h s  y e  u r g e  a r e  b o r n e  a b r o a d  

B y  e v e r y  w i n d  a n d  t i d e  ;

T h e  v o i c e  o f  N a t u r e  a n d  o f  G o d  

S p e a k s  o u t  u p o n  y o u r  s i d e .

T h e  w e a p e n s  w h i c h  y o u r  h a n d s  h a v e  f o u n d  

A r e  t h o s e  w h i c h  H e a v e n  h a t h  w r o u g h t —

L i g h t ,  T r u t h ,  a n d  L o v e  :  y o u r  b a t t l e - g r o u n d ,

T h e  f r e e ,  b r o a d  f i e l d  o f  T h o u g h t . "

M R . W A L K E R ’S  L E C T U R E S .

M e . W a l k e r  com m en ced a  n e w  series  o f  lectu res  for 
th o  V ic to ria n  A sso ciatio n  o f  S p iritu alis ts  a t  th o  Opera 
H o u se on  Su nd ay, 1 3 th  A p ril, and , d esp ite  th e  incle
m ency o f  th e  w eath er, th e  h o u se  w as w ell filled in every 
p a rt. H o ch ose for an op en in g  su b je ct, “ A fra id ; or 
C hristian s G oing to  H e a v e n ,” in w hich h e  analyzed the 
d o ctrin e  o f  fear, show ing its  d em o ralizin g  tendencies, 
and co n tra s tin g  i t  w ith th e  co n cep tio n  o f  a  G o d  o f  Love, 
held by th ose who reaso n ed  and re fle c te d  on  religious 
su b jects  irre sp e ctiv e  o f  o rth o d o x dogm as.

S h o rtly  b efore leaving S y d n ey , M r . W a lk e r  paid a 
visit to  M u d gee aud G u lg o n g , w h ere he delivered four 
lectu res . T h ey  a r e  favou rab ly  re p o rte d  in  th e  local 
p ap ers, th e  G u lgo n g P eo p le 's  A dvo ca te, speak ing o f  the 
atten d an ce , says, “ T h e  la r g e s t  au d ie n ce  th a t, f o r  several 
y e a rs  p a s t  has filled th e  P r in ce  o f  W a le s ’ O p era  House, 
assem bled th e re  on  W ed n esd ay  even in g  to  h ear M r. 
W a lk e r .”

T he:  M ed iu m  o f  M arch  7 th  is em bellished w ith a  portrait 
o f  M r. T y erm an . W e  find also  in  th e  sam e p ap er an 
a cco u n t o f th e  p u b lic  w elcom e given  t o  him  a t  C lare
m o n t H all, L o n d o n , w h ich  is  s ta te d  to  be “ th e  largest, 
and b est in q u ality  w hich h as m o t on  a  festive occasion  
fo r  som e y e a rs , in con n exion  w ith th e  m ovem ent in 
L o n d o n .”  O u r old frien d  M r. J o h n  C a rso n  w as chair
m an, and is  said  to  h av e  d isch arg ed  h is du ties in a  
h e a rty  and ab le  m an n er. T h e  follow in g reso lu tion  was 
passed, v iz .:— “  T h a t th is  m eetin g  o f  th e  S p iritu alists of  
L o n d on , ex ten d s m ost h e a rty  w elcom e to  M r . Joh n  
T y erm an  o f  A u stra lia , re g a rd in g  him a s  a  conscientious  
and devoted ap o stle  o f  th e  cau se  o f  S p iritu alism , and 
w ishing him  a  safe  re tu r n  to  his ad o p ted  co u n try , and  
in creasin g  su ccess  in  his lab ou rs, a lso , exp ressin g  the 
h o p e th a t  h e  m ay ag ain  v isit his n a tiv e  lan d  and take  
p a rt  in th o  p u b lic  ad v o cacy  o f  S p iritu alism .”  W a n t of 
sp ace p rev en ts  us giving a’ fu ller re p o r t  o f  th is  m eeting  
o r o f th e  su ccessfu l le c tu re s  M r . T y e rm a n  has given in 
L o n d on  and th e  provinces.

A  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  M r . C . H . H a rtm a n n , w ritin g  from  
T oow oom ba, Q u een slan d , e x p re sse s  his r e g r e t  a t  the  
non -p u b lication  o f  M r . W a lk e r ’s  le c tu re s . H e  and  
o th ers  who have on ly  had th e  p lo asu re  o f  lis te n in g  to  one  
o r  tw o o f  th em  w ere  a n xio u s to  p a rticip a te  in th e  advan
ta g e s  th o se  living in th e  la rg e r  c e n tr e s  o f  population  
had , and he th o u g h t th e  p u b licatio n  o f  th e  le c tu re s  would 
be o f  g r e a t  b en efit to  th o se  s itu a te  as  he is . H e  suggests  
th e  p u blication  o f  a  se rie s  in a  v o lu m e, aDd says ho for 
o n e  w ould be h ap py to  ta k e  a  dozen cop ies. This is 
p ra ctica l, and i f  th e  exam p le  is  follow ed b y  o th ers  would 
prob ably lead  to  th e  p u b licatio n  s o u g h t for.
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M R S . B R I T T E N  A N D  T H E  V I C T O R I A N  A S S O 

C I A T I O N  O F  S P I R I T U A L I S T S .

T o  t h e  E d i t o b  o p  t h e  H a b b i n g e b  o f  L io n T .

D e a b  S i b , — A llow  m e to  m ak e a  few  rem ark s  o n  M rs. 

B r i tte n ’s “  con clu d in g  ad d ress ”  a t  th e  O p era  H o u se  on  

th e  6 th  in sta n t.

1 . M rs . B r i t te n  s t a t e s :— “  I  believe th a t  th is d ep ar
tu re  h as  been h asten ed — has been com pelled , in  fact, by 
a n  u n hap py division in o u r  ra n k s , a  cau se  th a t  I  would 
n o t have alluded to  w ere  i t  n o t  m y d u ty  as  a  noble  
sold ier to  re fe r  t o  th a t  division.”  ( I  q u o te  from  a  s h o rt
h an d r e p o r t  now  b eforo  m o .) Y e t  in h e r  le tte rs  to  th e  
A sso cia tio n , and to  th e  H a r b in g e r  fo r  M arch , M rs. B .  
w r ite s :— “ A s  I  cou ld  on ly  s ta y  in M elb ou rn e six  weeks  
a t  th e  fa rth e s t, A c., th is  m uch fo r  h e r  “  h asten ed  d ep ar
tu r e .” A s re g a rd s  th e  divisions in o u r  ra n k s , M rs. B . 
u tte r s  th a t  w h ich  she know s to  be false. T h e  S p iri
tu a lis ts  h e re , in stead  o f  b ein g  divided, a r e  m ore un ited  
th an  ev er. T h e  m em b ers o f  th e  A sso cia tio n , and even  
S p iritu alis ts  o u tsid e  th e  A sso cia tio n , have stood firm ly  
by th e  C o m m ittee , a n d  testified  th e ir  app roval o f  th e ir  
a c tio n .

N o tw ith stan d in g  th a t, D r . B ritte n  le t  n o  op p o rtu n ity  
p ass b y to  plead h is cau se , based on p riv a te  le t te rs  from  

■ M essrs . T e rry  and D eak in ,(w h ich  le tte rs , how ever, w ere  
only a llu d ed  to a s  ju stify in g  D r . and M rs. B .’s co u rse  o f  
a c tio n ) w hen p o lite ly  called  upon fo r  copies o f  th ese  so 
com prom ising le tte rs  (w ith  th e  co n se n t o f  th e  p a rtie s  in
te r e s te d ) , D r . a n d  M rs. B .,  f o r  rea so ns o f  th e ir  own, 
ju d g ed  i t  b e tte r  to  ta k e  n o n o tice  o f  th is  ju s t  req u est. 
W h a t  th e  n ob ility  o f  h er co n d u ct co n sists  o f  p erhap s  
som e o f  y o u r re a d e rs , w ith  a  c le a re r  head, will p erhap s  
inform  m e.

2 .  M r s . B . s ta te s— “ T h ey  (th o se  who did n o t  su p p ort  
h e r) h av e  n o t affected  m e, b u t th e y  have unhinged th at  
w hich S p iritu alism  has w ro u g h t d u rin g  th e  la s t th ir ty  
y e a r s .” I n  rep ly , le t  us look a t  th e  ou tco m e o f  h er  
ad d ress , and re fe r  y o u r  renders to  th e  lead ing a r tic le  in 
th e  A g e , a  jo u rn a l which alw ays tre a te d  us m ost fairly  
till  now , and an  a r tic le  in a lending relig iou s p ap er (th e  
S o u th ern  C ross). T h e  last-n am ed  p ap er s t a t e s :— “ W e  
li ttle  th o u g h t th a t  th e  S o u th ern  Cross  w ould have found  
a u  ally  in su ch  a  q u a r te r ,"  & c.

3 .  M rs . B . divides th e  S p iritu alists  in to th re e  classes  
— 1 s t. T h ose  th a t  b elieve in th e  ph enom ena, b u t n ev er  
ad v an ce  beyond i t ;  2n d . T h ose th a t  believe in i t  b ecau se  
th e y  w ish to  seo old system s up rooted , and who think  
th a t  S p iritu alism  has com e to  re le a se  th em  from  all 
resp on sib ility , and n o th in g  m o r e ; 3 rd . T h ose th a t p e r
haps do n o t believeT n d o ctrin e s  th a t  sp irits  te a ch , b u t 
w hose th o u g h ts  a r e  sp iritu al, and (now  m a rk )  “  th o se  a re  
th e  frien d s who com e h ere , Sab b ath  a f te r  Sabbath,”  & c. 
“ I n  th e ir  p resen ce  I  have found am ple com pensation  
fo r  th e  a b sen ce  o f  all p h en o m en alists .” Sim p ly b ecau se  
th e  S p iritu alists  g e n e ra lly  o f  M elb ou rn e cou ld  n o t in 
h o n ou r com ply w ith th e  selfish  te r m ^ o f  D r. B .,  th e y  a re  
t o  b e  b ran d ed  a s  “phenom en alists a(ra people who think  
t h a t  S p iritu alism  has co m e to  release  th em  from  all 
resp on sib ilities.”  T h e  cool im p ertin en ce  o f  th ese  r e 
m ark s m ad e b y a  lad y  who sty les  h e rse lf  one o f  the  
b rig h t lig h ts  o f  o u r  y o u n g  m ovem ent, has cau sed  g re a t  
in dignation  am on g th ose lo n g est co n n ected  w ith th e  
m o v em en t here. H e r  th o u g h tless a n d  spitefu l u t te r 
an ces  have g iven  a  splendid o p p o rtu n ity  to  ever-ready  
en em ies to  c r y  u s  dow n to  th e  lo w e s t ; o f  th ese  oppor
tu n itie s  th e y  h av e  n o t been slow  to  avail th em selv es, and  
q u o te  M rs . B .  triu m p h an tly  as th e ir  a u th o rity .

4 .  M rB. B .  fu r th e r  s ta te s  th a t— N e x t  Su nd ay, M r. 
W a lk e r  w ill ap p ear— th a t he is engaged by h er enem ies

b u t I  assu re  y o u  th a t  M r . W a lk e r  is n o t w ith them  in 
feeling.”  M rs . B .,  n o t co n te n t w ith th e  g re a t w ron g she 
h as done a lre a d y  to  a  cau se  w hich i t  has tak en  so m uch  
tro u b le  b y  m an y  e a rn e s t w o rk ers to  ad v an ce  h e re  in 
M elb ou rn e, en d eavou rs to  preju d ice th e  m inds o f  th e  
S p iritu alists  h e re  a g a in st M r . W a lk e r, who, she knows, 
is  a  g r e a t  fav o u rite  am ongBt us. W h a t  shall we call 
su ch  co n d u ct ?  I  am  h ap p y  to  s a y  sh e  has b een  u n su c
cessful— M r. W a lk e r  is  as  p o p u lar as ev er.

T h e  A sso ciatio n  was never s tro n g er, rich er, o r  m ore  
un ited  th an  now, w hile i t  has proved by its  actio n  th a t  
i t  c a n  re se n t in ju stice , and m aintain th e  sp iritu al p la t
form  in M elb ou rn e p u re, th ereb y  ju stify in g  its  e x is t
en ce. I  have no wish to  en larg e  on  th is  su b ject, m y sole  
o b ject being to  e n te r  m y individual p ro teat ag ain st M rs .  
B r itte n 's  u n tru th fu l s ta tem en ts, which a re  as  u n ch a
ritab le  and spitefu l as  th ey  a r e  unjustifiable.

I  am , y o u rs  fratern ally ,
A . V A N  A L K E M A D E .

T H E  T E R R O R S  O F  P E R I H E L I O N .

BY HUDSOH TUTTLE.

I t  m ay n o t be crim in al in th e  ey e s  o f  th e  law , b u t c e r 
tain ly  i t  is on ly  one s tep  from  i t  fo r  pu blic jo u rn als  to  
h erald  w ith  display head lin es, an d  in high coloured  
sen ten ces, th e  te rrib le  calam ities to  follow  th e  com in g  
p erih elio n  o f  th e  p lan ets. O n e w ould th in k  th a t  
scien ce itse lf  h ad  decided th a t  th e  tw o y e a rs  im m ediately  
in th e  fu tu re  w ere designed to  be filled w ith fam ine, 
w ar, fires, p lagues an d  g en era l d e stru ctio n , w hereas all 
th is  ta lk  is th e  sh eerest nonsense, in w hich no m an o f  
scien ce  w ould for a  m om ent indulge. I t  w as s ta rte d  by 
a  lin g erin g  faith  in  astro lo g y , and m akin g a  s tartlin g  
p arag rap h , i t  h as  go n e th e  rounds o f-th e  press, now here  
m eetin g  w ith th e  cond em n ation i t  deserves. I t  is  a  
d iscou rag in g  sign w hen jou rn alists  (w hose high calling  
is  to  teach  th e  people, who look to  th em  f o r  daily m en tal 
food ) sacrifice  th e  tru th  to  th e  love o f  th e  w onderful and  
startlin g .

S in g u lar  en o u gh  th e  “ s p i r i t  m e s s a g e s ” o f m any  
pu blic m edium s a re  colored  b y th is w ide-spread prophecy. 
I t  is, how ever, to  be rem ark ed  th a t  e s ta tics  and tran ce  
sp eak ers  in all ages, a re  p ro n e  to  follow th e  exam p le  o f  
Je re m ia h , and prophesy o f  w ar, fam ine and pestilence. 
I t  is  th e  ea sie s t o f  all m ethods o f  gainin g a tte n tio n  and  
as  n o o n e  c a n  su ccessfu lly  d isp u te  th a t th e  fu tu re  m ay  
n o t verify , th e  p ro p h et gains n o te , and is regard ed  with  
a  kind o f undefined aw e. Su ch prop hesies have been  
m ad e since th e  ad v en t o f  M od ern  Spiritu alism , and we 
have y e t  to  see  th e ir  fulfillm ent. I  do n o t re fe r  to  such  
prop h ecies as  a r e  m ade calm ly, re la tin g  to  th e  con tin u 
ous o rd e r  o f  even ts, m an y o f  w hich have been fulfilled to  
th e  le t te r . T h ere  is n o d o u b t o f  th e  ability  o f  ce rta in  
in te llig en ces  being ab le  to  forsee  th e  fu tu re . I  m ore  
esp ecially  a llu d e to  w h at m ay be called  “ blood and  
th u n d er"  proph esies, which a ro  so co n stan tly  p u t forth .

N o w , it m ay be said th a t  th e  s ta te m e n t th a t  wonderful 
a n d  unusual chan ges o ccu rre d  a t  th e  tim e o f precedin g  
perihelions, is  u tte rly  w ithout foun dation , o r  th a t any  
p lan et h as  e v er been dem on strated  to  have m ore decided  
influence a t  one tim e th a n  an o th er o v er m ankind. T h a t  
th e  p lan ets h av e  such influence I  do n o t  dispute, b u t th a t  
i t  is so g r e a t  as  t o  cau se  m igh ty organ ic o r spiritual 
ch an ges is a  baseless assertion . T h a t a  passin g planet 
m ay influence th e  e a rth  m ay be qu ite  possible, for th e  
e a rth  is m u ch  less in size th an  any o f  th e  e x te r io r  orbs, 
b u t th e ir  influence on  th e  sun, and th u s  in d irectly  on  
th e  e a r th , is qu ite a n o th er consid eration , and when we 
reg ard  th e  in significant size o f  th e  p lan ets  in com parison  
w ith th e  sun, w e p erceive th a t  th e  cau se  is  w holly in ad e
q u ate  to  th e  effect. B esid es th e  fa c t th a t a t  perihelion  
i t  is a lw ays possible for th e  planets to  be a t  th eir  
f a rth e s t  from th e  e a rth , ren d ers  th e  id ea o f  th eir  
g r e a te r  influence on  o u r  orb unten able.

T h e  p lan ets a r e  usu ally b alanced in th e ir  orb its  aroun d  
th e  sun as th e ir  periodic tim es o f  rev o lu tio n  a re  various, 
and rare ly  e v er re a ch  th e ir  perihelion, o r in o th e r words, 
th e  n e a re st p oin t in th e ir  o rb it to  th e  sun a t  tho same  
tim e . T h e  read er will b e tte r  u n d erstan d  th is su b ject if  
he will rem em b er th a t  th e  p lan ets  do n o t revolv e aroun d  
th e  sun in circles, b u t in slig h t elip ses, and tho sun is 
placed  o u t o f  th e  ce n tre  to w ard s on e end o f  th e  eliptic  
orb it. T h is brin gs th e  p lan ets a t  o n e  p oin t o f  th eir  
revolu tion  n earer  th e  sun th an  a t  an y  oth er. Ju p ite r ,  
th e  la rg e s t o f  th e  p lan ets, revolves arou n d  th e  sun in  
eleven y e a rs  ten  m onths and nine d ay s, and on ce  in th a t  
tim e  ap p ro ach es 4 5 ,8 9 4 ,0 0 0  m iles n earer  th an  a t  th e  
o th e r  h alf  o f  i ts  long y e a r , w hen in stead  o f being
4 5 2 ,7 4 5 ,0 0 0  m iles, i t  is  4 9 8 ,6 3 9 ,0 0 0  m iles d istan t.
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N o w  th e  influences o f  J u p ite r , w h atever i t  m ay  be, 
is  m ore th an  th a t o f  all th e  r e s t  o f  th e  p lan ets com bined, 
fo r  if  w e tak e  th e  m ass o f  th e  e a rth  ns 1 0 0 0 , th a t  o f  
J u p ite r  is 3 0 0 ,8 6 0 , and th a t o f  all th e  rem ain in g  m em 
bers o f  th e  so lar system  e x ce p t th e  su n  is on ly  1 2 1 ,2 4 3 .  
B u t  w hen we co m p are  th e  com bined m ass o f  th e  planets  
and asteroid s w ith th a t  o f  th e  sun, i t  will be seen  th a t  i t  
form s a  v e ry  insignificant facto r, for while th e  m asses o f  
th e  sun, tiddng th e  earth  as  1 0 0 0 , is 3 1 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 , th a t  of 
all th e  p lan ets and asteroid s is only 4 2 2 ,1 0 3 . T h is p ro 
portion , expressed  in p o p u lar term s, w ould be ab o u t th a t  
sustained by a  pea to  a  good-sized orange.

I n  caBO of th e  e a rth , i t  is seen th a t  alth ou gh  in per- 
helion i t  is ab o u t th ree  m illions o f  m iles n earer  th e  sun  
th an  in aphelion, and as  th is  tak es  p lace every  y ear, it 
certa in ly  should have been observed to  have som e effect 
on organ ic beings. T h a t none su ch  has been observed  
is  a lm o st conclusive p ro o f th a t no sensible influence is 
d irectly  exerted .

T he g r e a t  Bize o f  J u p ite r  is u rged  as  a  m ore p o te n t  
cau se , y e t  th e  arg u m en t is superficial. T ru e  his volum e  
is 1 2 3 3  tim es th a t  o f  th e  e a rth , b u t he is form ed of 
lig h ter  m aterial, and th is m eans p rop ortion al dim inution  
o f  gravitation , o r  a ttra c tiv e  influence. H is  d en sity  is 
only ab o u t on e-fou rth  th a t  o f  th e  e a rth , so th a t  he 
rea lly  exceeds th e  earth  only 3 0 1  tim es. A gain, 
as every  body in n atu re  a t t ra c ts  every o th er body with  
a  fo rce  d irectly  as  its  m ass and in versely  as th e  square  
o f its  d istance, th e  pow er o f  J u p ite r  is still fu rth er  
g re a tly  dim inished. T hu s as  J u p ite r  is  m ore th an  five 
tim es fu rth er from  th e  sun th a n  th e  e a rth , i t  follows 
th a t  its a ttra c tio n  is tw enty-five tim es less, so th a t if  th e  
attractio n  o f  th e  earth  for th e  sun be represen ted  by 1, 
th a t o f  Ju p ite r  will bo only 1 2 , notw ithstan din g his 
enorm ous size.

8ATUBN.
A ll th a t has been said o f  J u p ite r  holds good in regard  

to  S a tu ru ,o n ly  in a g re a te r  d egree, for S a tu rn , although  
7 0 0  tim es th e  volum e o f  th e  earth , is only 9 0  tim es  
g r e a te r  in mass. I t s  g r e a te s t  d istan ce from th e  sun is
9 2 0 ,9 7 3 ,0 0 0  miles, and least 8 2 3 ,3 0 1 ,0 0 0  o r  4 9 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  
m iles less. I t s  m ean distance, th erefo re , is n early  ten  
tim es g re a te r  th a n  th a t  o f th e  earth , f t  is th u s evident 
th a t  although S atu rn  would, if  placed in th e  e a rth ’s 
o rb it, e x e r t  n inety  tim es g re a te r  influence th a n  th a t  orb, 
y e t  a t  its rem ote bounds i t  e x e r ts  no m ore on th e  sun  
th an  does th e  e a rth . I n  th is case  a s  in th a t o f Ju p ite r ,  
th e  difference in a ttra c tio n  betw een aphelion and peri
helion would n o t be sufficient to  cau se an y  alarm ing  
changes e ith er in th e  earth  o r  in th e  sun. C ertain ly  if  
w e find no ch an ge in th e  e a rth  d irectly  referab le  to  its  
ow n perihelion, w e should n o t e x p e c t to  find changes  
produced by o th er planets.

A f te r  th u s disposing o f  th e  tw o tita n s  o f  th e  solar  
system , it is needless to  m ention th e  o th ers, which form  
alto g eth er an  insignificant portion.

\\ hy th ere  should be any g r e a te r  chan ges on th e  earth  
during th e  period o f perihelion o f  any p lan et, than  
aphelion, n o one a tte m p ts  to  explain , o r  why becau se  
several e n te r  perihelion a t  n early  th e  sam e tim e, should  
le t  loose w ar and th e  plague.

THESE SIILLEltITISH PREDICTIONS.

o f  th e  “ end o f  th e  w orld ,” o f  convulsions and m isery, 
belong to  an o th er ag e  than th e  p resen t ; to  an a g e  w hen  
th e  law s o f  n atu re  w ere little  u n d erstood , and a ty ra n t  
w as supposed to  m anage th e  un iverse fo r  m an 's  dis
com fort and his ow n selfish pleasu re. N ow , w e have  
faith  in law , th e  re su lt of know ledge, and th ese  prophe
sies a re  like th ose o f  th e  w eather in th e  a lm an ac of  
th e  quack.

F u rth erm o re , why should th e  influence be for evil 
in stead  o f  g o o d ? W h y  n o t th e  d istu rb an ces caused  
b y  th is  s lig h t app roach  o f  th e  sun, redound to  th e  
benefit o f  m an, in stead  o f  his d estru ctio n  ?

T h ere is n othing certain  in  th e se  wild prop hecies. 
T h ey  have n o t th e  le a s t foundation in scien ce, and  
w h eth er given by m o rta ls  o r  sp irits, a re  sim ply wicked  
in  th e  effects th e y  have on  th e  cred u lo u s and ign oran t.

I f  a  pestilence is to  com e n e x t y e a r  from  th e  sco w l o f  
J u p ite r , n o b e tte r  p rep aratio n  can  be m ad e th an  such  
prediction s w hich, i f  believed, unnerve th e  sy stem  and 
m ak e th e  victim  read y  fo r  th e  slaughter.

I n  1 4 5 6 , m ore th a n  f o u r  ce n tu rie s  ¡ag o , th e  Pope 
issued a  bull a g a in st H a lly ’s co m e t, w hich from  the 
zenith  to  th e  h o rizon  sw ep t i ts  d irefu l ta i l  o f  flame, 
shaking th erefro m , w ar, p estilen ce  and fam ine, bending’ 
th e  k n ee  o f all E u ro p e  in  ag o n y  o f  fear.

N o w  w e have a re p e titio n  o f  th e  sam e ig n o ran ce  of 
m an ’s relatio n s to  n a tu re , and a  c a te r in g  p re ss  prosti
tu te d  to  feeding cre d u lity  !

W h e re v e r  th e  planetB  m ay be, th e r e  will be countries  
a t  w ar, and o th ers  w h ere food will be w an tin g, and others 
still sm itten  w ith d ise a s e ; and o n  th e  oth ersid e  nations  
a t  p e a ce , n ation s aboun din g in p ro sp e rity , a n d  rejoicing  
in m o re  th a n  av erag e  h ealth .

R E L I G I O U S  P E R S E C U T I O N .

O n  Su nd ay la s t , th e  V ic to ria n  A sso cia tio n  o f  Spiritual
is ts  w ere  advised th a t  in co n seq u en ce  o f  a  le t te r  received  
from  th e  A tto rn e y  G en eral, th re a te n in g  th e  refu sal of 
th e ir  lice n ce  if  th e  th e a tr e  w e re  used o n  Sunday, the 
d irecto rs  o f  th e  O p era  H o u se  w e re  com p elled  to  refuse  
th e  use o f th e  house fo r  M r. W a lk e r 's  le c tu re  th a t  even
in g . A s  th e re  w as n o possibility o f  ad v isin g  th e  public 
in tim e  to  p re v e n t th e ir  a tte n d a n c e  and avo id  th e  dis
ap p o in tm en t w hich w ould n e ce ssa rily  en su e, three 
officers o l th e  A ssociation  p roceed ed  to  S ir  B . O 'Loghlen 's  
house to  g e t  perm ission fo r  a t  le a s t th a t  evening’s 
serv ice  to  bo h eld , th a t  gen tlem an  w as from  hom e, but 
w as su b seq u en tly  in terview ed  by o n e  o f  th e  deputation, 
who a f te r  consid erab le difficulty o b ta in ed  a n  o rd er for 
th e  op en in g  o f th e  house on  th a t  o ccasio n , provided no 
ch a rg e  w as m ade for adm ission. T h e  lion, gentlem an  
denied th a t  th e  s tep  com plained o f  w as ta k e n  on  religious 
grou n d s, b u t w e fail to  see  on  w h at o th e r  grounds it  
cou ld  reason ab ly be so. W e  S p iritu alists  h av e  no endow
m en t o f  land, as  m ost o f  th e  o th e r  d en om in ation s have, 
and no pew rentB. W e have n o t  on ly  to  p a y  o u r  minis
te r , b u t to  pay r e n t  for th e  bu ild in g in which we hold 
o u r  services, and which is f o r  th e  tim e  being o u r  church. 
W e  have been in th e  h ab it o f  ta k in g  o u r  se a t rent 
n igh tly  in stead  o f  an n u ally , a n d  th e  sto p p a g e  o f  our 
lib erty  to  do so seem s v e ry  lik e  a n  underhan d way of 
su p p ressin g th e  m eetin gs. T h e  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  Vic
to rian  A ssociatio n  a re  s tr ic tly  relig iou s serv ices, attended  
by la rg e  and resp ectab le  au d ien ces, a n d  h av e  been con
d u cte d  as  su ch  in a  q u iet, o rd erly  m an n er fo r  som e years  
p ast, th e  body have n ev er derived p ecu n iary  ben efit from  
th em , b u t have fu rn ish ed  m on ey fo r  th e  in tro
duction o f  cap ab le  sp eak ers . W e  a r e  aw are  th a t these 
m eetin g s have been a  th o rn  in th e  sid e o f  th e  orthodox  
p a rty , and can  on ly  look up on  th is  a c t  as  a  strok e of 
policy on  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  e x e cu tiv e  to  c u r r y  favou r with 
th em . B e  th is  as  i t  m ay, th e  in te rfe re n ce  is  both unjust 
and uncalled  for, and w e tr u s t  th a t  S p iritu alists  and 
F re e th in k e rs  w ill co m b in e to  o v erco m e th e  difficulty.

O U R  S Y D N E Y  L E T T E R .

M b . CnABi.ES B right, who a rriv e d  fro m  N ew  Zealand  
la s t  w eek, delivered his firs t le c tu re  a t  th e  T h eatre  
R o y al on  S u n d ay  even in g , b efore a  v e ry  la rg e  audience. 
H is d iscou rse  w as e x ce lle n t in k in d , and well and 
pointedly delivered. M r . B r ig h t  h as  acq u ire d  th e  a r t  of 
com m anding th e  a tte n tio n  o f  his au d ien ce , a n d  is now 
ce rta in ly  en titled  to  ta k e  ra n k  am o n g  th e  firs t o f  our  
le c tu re rs . H is  su b je ct-m a tte r  is  a lw ay s good, whilst 
th e re  is a  q u ie t u n d e r-c u rre n t o f  h u m o u r running  
th ro u g h o u t his d iscou rses, w h ich  com p els a tten tion . 
H e  has leased th e  th e a tr e  f o r  tw elve m on th s, and , I  doubt 
n o t, w ill becom e a  g r e a t  fav o u rite .

T h e  P sy ch o lo g ica l S o cie ty  is  flou rish ing, th ou g h  th ere  
seem s Borne difficulty in ob tain in g  o rig in al m a tte r  for 
discussion, and th e  élite  o f  o u r  sp iritu al so ciety , with 
som e honou rab le e xcep tio n s, still h o ld  aloof. T h e  society  
has j u s t  received  th e  h o n o u r o f  a n  abu sive n o tice  in the  
E c h o ,  w h ich . in sin u ated  th a t  th e  in sa n ity  o f  its  leading  
m em b ers w as cau sed  b y S p iritu alism . T h e  gentlem an  
alluded to  h as  been sufferin g fro m  som e sp ecies  o f  brain  
d isease fo r  m on th s p ast, a n d  a  fo rtn ig h t ag o  i t  was 
fou n d  n ecessary  to  p lace  him  u n d er re s tra in t in  a  p ri
v a te  asylu m . H e  h as  now  reco v ered  sufficiently  to  be
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ab le to  w rite  business le tte rs , and w e e x p e c t to  see  
him  am o n g st u s  ag ain  in th e  co u rse  o f  a  few  days. 
T h e  E ch o  p arag rap h  is on ly  a n o th e r  in stan ce  o f  th e  
b ig o try  an d  in to le ra n ce  w h ich  c h a ra cte rise s  th e  press in  
i ts  tre a tm e n t o f  S p iritu alism . F o rtu n a te ly , th e  T ru th  
is  m ak in g  i ts  w ay  in S y d n ey  w ith rap id  strid es, a n d  a t  
ev ery  tu rn  w e find th e  su b ject o f S p iritu alism  cropping  
up.

T h e re  h as a rriv ed  am o n g st us fro m  G u lg o n g  a  yo u n g  
gen tlem an  nam ed  E d w in  R ob bin s, who possesses r e 
m ark ab le h ealin g  pow ers, as  w ell as  o th e r  p h ases  o f  
m edium ship. l i e  has a lre a d y  m e t w ith g ro a t e n co u ra g e 
m e n t, th e  m o d esty  o f  h is  d em ean o u r being n o t th e  least  
o f  h is  reco m m en d ation s. H e  has established sev eral de
veloping classes, and his tim e is, even now , fu lly  o ccu 
pied. E e c e n tly  he paid mo a  v isit a t  M an ly , and found  
m y w ife su fferin g  from  th e  effects o f  a  severe  cold  to  
such an  e x te n t  th a t  fo r  th re e  weeks previou sly  she had  
been un ab le to  sp eak  above a  w h isper. I n  th e  presence  
o f  a  sce p tica l frien d  o f  m ine, M r. B o b b in s m agnetized  
h e r, and th rew  h e r  in to  a  p a rtia l tra n ce , from  w hich she 
reco v ered  q u it e  w ell, a n d  w ith h er  voice restored . I t  
w ould be w ell if  o th ers  who h av e  b en efitted  By th is  g en 
tle m a n 's  serv ices w ould m ak e  th e ir  expcfiqp.ees public, 
as  i t  is  e x tre m e ly  d esirable to  k eep  a  re co p i'ijf  a n y  good  
re su ltin g  fro m  S p iritu alism — in  th ese  dft*pi\when th e .  
w orld is ta u g h t to  co n sid er th e  m o v em en ttas 'being, for  
all p ra c tica l pu rp oses, u seless . ■ c - \

H A B O L D  W .  H . S T E P H E N .  

M a n ly  B e a ch , 2 4 th  A p ril, 1 8 7 9 .

A .d T e rtlB e m e n .ta .

J U S T  A R R I V E D .
N E W  A N D  S T A N D A B D  B O O K S .

A n im al M ag n etism  ; o r  M esm erism  and its  P h en o m en a. 
B y  th e  la te  W m . G re g o ry , M .D ., E .B .S .E . ,  P ro fesso r  
o f C h em istry  a t  th e  E d in b u rgh  U n iv ersity . N ew  
ed itio n . 5 s .  Gd.

A n acaly p sis , o r  an E n q u iry  in to  th e  O rigin o f L an g u ag es, 
N a tio n s, and B elig io n s. B y  G o d frey  H ig g in s , F .S .A .,  
F . B .  A st. S o c ., & c. V o l / I .  5 4 8  pag es. 14s. 

C ham pions o f  th e  C h u rch  ; th e ir  C rim es a n d  P e rse cu 
tion s. B y  D . M . B e n n e tt . 1 1 1 9  la rg e  8v o  pag es. 15s. 

A w as-I-H in d , o r  a  V o ice  from  th e  G an ges ; being a  solu 
tion  o f  th e  tr u e  so u rce  o f  C h ristian ity . B y  a n  Ind ian  
Officer. 58 . Gd.

V iew s o f O u r  H eav en ly  H o m e : a  Sequel to  a  S te lla r  
K e y  to  th e  S u m m erland . B y  A . J .  D avis. 8 s . Gd. 
P a p e r , 2 s . 3d . ,

T h e  C h ris t o f  P a u l, o r  th e  E n ig m as  o f  C h ristian ity .—  
S t. J o h n  n ev er in A sia  M in o r— Iren aius, th e  A u th o r  o f  
th e  F o u r th  G osp el— T he F ra u d s  o f  th e  C h u rchm en o f  
th e  S econ d  C e n tu ry  E x p o se d . B y  G eo rg e  B e b e r . 9s. 

P sy ch o g rap h y  : a  T re a tis e  on  one o f  th e  O b jectiv e  F o rm s  
o f  P sy ch ic  o r  S p iritu al P h en o m en a. B y  M .A ., O xon. 
5 s . Gd.

T h e  P sy ch o -P h y sio lo g ica l S cien ces  a n d  T h eir A ssailan ts. 
B y  P ro f . A . B .  W a lla ce , J .  JL  B u ch an an , D ariu s L y 
m an , and E p e s  S arjean t. 2 s . 3d .

B if ts  in  th e  V e i l : a  co llectio n  o f  S p iritu al P o em s and  
E s s a y s . H an d so m e g ilt, 5 s . Gd.

L a r g e  A sso rtm e n t o f  P h ren o lo g ica l W o rk s . See  
A d vertism en tB  la s t  m onth .

VICTORIAN ASSO C IATIO N  OF S P IR ITU A L IS TS .
O b jects ; — T h e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  A d v a n c e m e n t  o p

S p i e i t u a i i s t i c  T e u t h s  a n d  P u b p o s e 8 .

Office & Beading-room , 8 4  Bussell-at., M elbourne.

M em b ersh ip  co n sists  in en ro lm en t a n d  p a y m e n t of 
a  Q u a rte rly  S u b scrip tio n , th e  am o u n t to  be fixed  by  
th e  e n ro llin g  m em b er.

A dva ntages ,— F r e e  a cce ss  to  L ib r a r y  and B ead in g  
B o o m , C on versazio n es, D eb ates &  E x p e rie n ce  m eetings, 
B o o k s from  C ircu la tin g  L ib ra ry , & c., an d  th e  p riv ileg e  
o f issu in g  ad m ission  t ick e ts  to  frien d s.

THE SHAKER MANIFESTO.

A  M O N T H L Y  M A G A Z I N E , published a t  N ew - 
haven, U .S .A .,  con tain in g 2 4  p ages o f in te re stin g  

m a tte r  (m o stly  o rig in al.) P r ic e  7 / -  p e r  an n u m , p o st 
paid. Specim en copy on  re ce ip t o f  tw openny stam p .

W . H . T E B B Y ,  8 4  B U S S E L L  S T R E E T .

G H O S T  LAND.
G h o st L a n d , o r  B ese a rc lie s  in to  th e  M y ste rie s  o f  

O ccu ltism , illu s tra te d  in  a  series  o f  au tob iograp h ical 
sk etch es, w ith e x tr a c ts  from  m agical sean ces , & c., 
tra n s la te d  and edited  b y E m m a  H ard in g e  B r i t te n — a  
deep ly in te re s tin g  w o rk . P r ic e  9 / ;  p ap er edition, 
4 /6 .

T h e  E lo c tr ic  P h ysician . S e lf-C u re  by E le c tr ic i ty .— B y  
M r s . E .  H .  B r i t te n , 2 /3 .

O n  t h e  B o a d ,  o r th e  S p i e i t u a l  I n v e s t i g a t o b ,  by 
E m m a H ard in g o  B ri t te n , (see  review  J u ly  H a rb in g e r .)  
6 2  p ag es, 1 / .

Spiritu alism  : I s  i t  a  Sav age S u p erstition  ?  A  le c tu re  in 
re p ly  to  a n  a r tic le  in  th e  D aily  T elegra p h , delivered a t  
th e  O p era  H o u se , M elb ou rn e, on Su nd ay, Ju n o  9 th ,  
1 8 7 8 , hy M rs. E .  H . B ritte n . Gd.

B o th  th e  above in 1  vol., clo th , 2s .

T iie  W o n d e rs  o f  th e  “ H o u se  w e live in ,” o r  Ph ysiology  
y tro m  a  S p iritu al S tan d p oin t, a  le c tu re  b y M rs . E .  H .  

B ritte n . 3d .

“  T h e  L a b o u r  Q u estion ,”  a  lectu ro  delivered  b y M rs . E .  
H . B r i t te n , 3d.

N e w  B o o h  by M r s . B r it t e n .— T he F a ith s , F a c ts ,  and  
F ra u d s  o f  R eligiou s H isto ry . A  T re a tise  in  te n  sec
tion s. P r ic e  5s.

BOTANIC MEDICINES.
A ll k in d s o f  B o ta n ic  M ed icin es, K e ith 's  O rgan ic  

P re p a ra tio n s , B o o ts , B a rk s , H erb s, T in ctu re s , F lu id  
E x t r a c t s  and S a tu ra te s , E n g lish  a n d  A m erican , Im -  

o rted  and o n  sale  b y  W .  H . T e rry , 8 4  B u sse ll S tre e t , 
c w  s u p p l i e s  o f  C u n d u r a n g o .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  C a n c e r  C ure. 

M ed icin es sent to any p a rt  o f  the Colony by p o st  o r  
otherw ise, on rece ip t  o f  rem ittance.

PSYCHO "MESMERIC HEALING.
H R S .  W E B E R ,

S p iritu al M esm eric , H ealin g  and D iagnosing M edium . 
T h e  m o st in v e te ra te  diseases cu red . Im m ed iate  relief  
and speedy cu re  in a ll cases  o f A c u te  Inflam ation , I n 
te rn a l G ath erin g s, e tc .

8 3  G O B E  S T R E E T , F I T Z R O Y .
H o c b s  f b o m  1 1  t i l l  2 .

J U S T  P U B L I S H E D .

Sp irits and th e ir  F r ie n d s : B ein g  a n  app eal to  reason  
an d  J u s t ic e , (in  answ or to  "  M edium s and th eir  
D u p e s ." ) B y  E .  C yril H avilan d, 3 8  larg e  8vo. pages, 
w ith co v er. 6d.

V agab on d s and th e ir  D u p e s : B e in g  a  C om plete E xp o su re  
o f som e E r r o rs  and M issta tem en ts  o f “ T h e  V ag a
bond”  and ce rta in  o f  his friends. B y  H aro ld  W .  
Steph en. P r ic e  Is .

T h e  D ivine O rigin  o f  C h ris tia n ity : a  D eb ate  betw een  
M r .W . M . G reen  ( a  M in is te r  o f  th e  C h u rch  o f  C hrist, 
D u n ed in ,) and C h arles B rig h t, F re e th o u g h t le c tu re r . 
P r ic e  I s .

A  B A R G A I N .— H isto ry  o f  E u ro p e a n  M orals. B y  W .  
E .  N . L e ck y , M .A ., in  tw o vole, (binding slightly  
fad ed ,) red u ced  from  3 6 s . to  2 1 s .

A n aly sis  o f  R elig iou s B e lie f . B y  V isco u n t A m b erly . 2  
la rg e  vols 35 s .
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217 BOURKE STREET EAST, MELBOURNE.

a  G r e a t l y  E n l a r g e d . _________ _________  F o u r  ■ t u .c M .o »

Country Agents
Cattlcm aine— H . B am fo rd , B u ll  S tre e t .
Sa ndhu rst— M r. J .  W illiam s, 3 0  B en so n ’s A rca d e . 
W agga W agga— W . C . H u n te r .
Sydney— M essrs  T u rn e r  &  H en d erso n , 1G H u n te r  S t .  
A delaide— G eo rg e  R o b ertso n .
B am a w arth a— F .  G . E g glesto n .
Tasm ania  ( W est Coast)— W . B . B u tto n , L ev en . 
H o b a rt Town— R . M cL e a n , E lizab eth  S tre e t .

A gen ts w anted f o r  a ll p a rt s  o f  the Colony.

Ce r t i f i c a t e  o f  
M e r i t  
1875.

A w a r d e d  Go l d  
M e d a l ,  L o n d o n  

1875.

B ronze Medal 
Me lbo u r n e

1878.

W . M ATTHEW S,
P I A N O F O R T E  M A K E R  from  B ro ad w o o d ’s, London. 

3 3  C la re n d o n -stre e t E m e ra ld  H ill .

T U N I N G  A N D  R E P A

— ratiP II Q T O - A R  T .

B A T C H E L D E R  A N D
P H O T O G R A P H E R S  A N D  A R T I S T S ,

(E stablished 1854),
Execute commissions in nil styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address 

__________________ 4 1  C  O  X .  X .  X  3XTS B  T  H  E E T  E A S T .

NG.

0 . ,

J U S T  P U B L I S H E D . " T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F L IG H T .”

A New “ Pilgrim’s Progress.”
W r itte n  through th e  h an d o f  a p riv ate  m edium  in th e  
city  o f  M elbourne, professedly by th e  sp ir it o f  J o h n  
B u n y a n .

2 5 8  pp., G ilt L e tte re d , Gs.
T h e  L y ceu m  L e a d e r com piled by th e  la te  C on d u cto r, co n 

tain in g  Songs, P o e try , R ecita tio n s, M o ral A phorism s  
& c., adapted to  S p iritu alists and L ib e ra l R elig iou s  
ThinkerB. N o fam ily should bo w ithout one. P rice , 
8/G ;  p ap er edition, 2 / .

W .  II . T E R R Y , Sp iritu alistic and F r e e  T h ou gh t pub
lishing house, 8 4  R u ssell S tre e t , M elbourne.

S E E D !  S E E D ! !  S E E D ! ! !

O n e H u nd red T ra cts , P am p h lets , and P a p e rs  on  
Spiritualism  and P re e th o u g h t sub jects s e n t to  an y  p a r t  
o f  V ic to ria  for 5 / .  5 0 0  fo r  2 0 / .

T H E  V IC T O R IA N  E X P O N E N T  O F  S P IR IT U A L IS M  A N D  
F R E E  T H O U G H T

S u b scrip tio n , T ow n , 5 / -  p e r  a n n u m ; C o u n try , 5 /6  
N eigh b ou rin g  C olonies a n d  G r e a t  B rita in , 6 /-  

S u b scrip tion s d ate  fro m  S e p te m b e r  to  A u g u s t, and are 
payab lo in advance.

S P I R I T U A L I S T I C  &  P R E E T H O U G H T  P A P E R S .

The Medium, London (Weekly), 12/6, per annum.
The Spiritualist „ „ 15/ „
The Banner of Light, the oldest American Spiritualistic and 

Frecthought paper, published weekly. Subscription, 22/6 per 
annum.

The Religio-Philosophical Journal, a first-class American Weekly 
published at Chicago, U.S.A. Subscription, 25/- per annum.

Shaker Manifesto, monthly, 8d.
CopieB o f  a l l  th e  a b o v e  a v a i la b le  f o r  s u b sc r ip tio n .

“ The Lyceum Minature,” written by Members of the Melbourne 
Progressive Lyceum, enlarged to 16 pages. Price 3d. 3s. pci 
annum.

P O S T A G E  E X T R A

W . I I .  T E R R Y , 8 4  R U S S E L L  S T R E E T . W .  H . T E R R Y ,  8 4  R u ssell S tre e t .

S IN G E R  S E W I N G  M A C H I N E S .  Robert  ki ngs ton ,
p  A R  I  S  E X H I B I T I O N .  

T H E  GOLD MEDAL
TO TnB

S in g er Sew in g  M achine,

American Centennial Exhibition 
Awards: —

1 s t T H R E E  M EDALS and FO U R 
DIPLOMAS.

2nd. SPECIA L AWARD for General 
Exhibit».

3rd. SPEC IA L and EX C LU SIV E 
•'Resolution of Thanks."

4th. SPEC IA L and EX C LU SIV E 
"Scro ll o f  H onor." from tlio La
dies’ Committee.

, U N IV ERSA L PU BLIC  AWARD 
s i n  1876 S IN G E R  COMPANY sold 
I ‘-'62.316 Machines, exceeding W . and 

W- by Enormous Number of 163319. 
r  The SIN G P.lt MANUFACTURING 

COMPANYbavo patented and addeda 
very great improvement to  tbolr New

m a c h in es '.1'1 m e d iu m  SKW1NG
Said Improvement in s is t s  of an attachm ent to th o  abaft o f  tho balance- 

wneel by means or which tho bobbins can  bo wound without runnimr other 
parts of the machine, thus SAVING not only much wear and tear to  more 
dellcato mechanical part», hut also tlio most tiresome labour connected with 
Machlno Bowing. ANOTHER ADVANTAGE oonsists in  tho non-breakage 
o fth rea d  whonRy accident tho wheel is  started in  tho wrong direction. 
Tho balanoo-wlieol, w ith tho attachm ent added, is  to  bo known na tho
TU PLE-A C TIO N  W H E E L . I t  Is INSTANTANEOUSLY 8 ELP-A D JU ST-

' K i ? ’S " d most decided advantages ovor tho fast and looeo wheels
hitherto offered to  tho nuhllo. DELICATE FEM A LE 8 w ill doubly oppro- 
iato  tho TR IPL E-A C TIO N  W H E E L . F o r tho future NO E X T R A  
C t ^ G E  wlI! be made for this m ost VA LU A BLE IM PRO V EM EN T. 
M A CH IN ES worked by Hand or Foot. Price-L ist F R E E  by post, 

S IN G E R 'S  HAND M ACHINES.
Beware o f  German and other Im itationi o f  the SIEG ES

S T A N F O R D  A N D  C O -
CORNER OF BOURKE & RUSSELL STREETS 

Colonial Agents for the Singer Company

( f r o m  

SANGSTEBB,

LONDON),

^ m l i r e l l a  f f a b r ,
USTo. 26 ROYAL .A-ILCALDE-

0 8  E l g i n  S t r e e t ,  C a r l t o n .
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth, 

Znnilla, and Alpaca.

S P IR IT U A L IS M  v e rsu s  C H R IS T IA N IT Y .
T h e  G R E E N  a n d  W A L K E R  D E B A T E ,  held a t the Temperance 

Hall, Melbourne, last March. Price, 3/6. Paper Edition, 2/6.

W. H. Terry, 84 Russell Street, Melbourne.

N O W  B E A D Y .

“ T H E  H A R B IN G E R  O F L IG H T ,”
F r o m  Sep tem b er 1 s t , 1 8 7 6 , to  A u g u s t 1 s t , 1 8 7 8 . I n  1 

volum e, c lo th . P r ic e  1 2 s . 6d .
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