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A Challenge and Its Sequel.
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A Symposium on Spiritualism has been appear
ing in the columns of “Life” for some months past,
the various contributors setting .forth their views,
both for and against.
The Editor of “The Har
binger of Light” having been invited to enter the
fray, his -contribution was published in the June
issue.
It dealt mainly with the religious aspect
of the subject. The writer took exception to the
dictum of Professor Rentoul, D.D., that Spirit
ualism was anti-Christian, and went on to state:—
I have a .much .greater grievance, however, against
the gentleman responsible for the following extract
from the deliverance on "Religion and Morals” pre
sented recently to the Assembly of the Free Presby-1
terian Church of Australia held in St. George’s church,
Sydney:—
“The alarming growth of Spiritism .should also be
noticed, which denies both the Father and the Son. The .
dreadful character bf this evil system is brought out in
a Spiritistic book for advanced Spiritists, which teaches
that there is no such thing as sin, that lying is a neces
sity, that both vice and virtue are beautiful, and that
Christ is no better that the Devil, We warn our people
against the snare of this system of demonism, with all
its evil teaching and fruits.”

This is such a glaring mis-statement of facts, as
applied to the teachings of Spiritualism, that I publicly challenge the framer of the diatribe to name the
book from which the information is alleged to have •
been gleaned. I am fairly conversant with all the
best literature on the subject of 'Spiritualism, but I
have never yet seen or heard of a book whose con
tents approximate to the language, quoted. When I
receive the name I will read the book, and if the views
expressed are such as described, I will publicly de
nounce the work and advise every Spiritualist to shun
it as a literary leper.
This challenge was, apparently, brought under
the notice of the Rev. W. N. Wilson, of East Mait
land. New South Wales, who writes to the Editor
i oi “Lite” as. follows:—
I wa responsible for the statement re Spiritualism
leliverancc on “Religion and Morals,” which is
in a d<
the au bject of - a challenge from “The Harbinger of
in your issue of the current month, I obtained
rny information from an
„ article which appeared in
"The Christian Courier, and which I enclose with
thia. After you have perused it I will feel obliged
if you forward it to the Editor of “The Harbinger of
Light.”

The letter was duly forwarded to us, together
with the enclosure referred to—a leaf taken from the
January issue of ‘‘The Christian Courier, ” of the

not previously heard.
to read the extinct in
type used to emphasise
precious concoction. ■

In a spiritistic book, “"Whatever Is, Is Right, cir
dilating among a certain section of advanced >. pin
ualists, we read the following:—
“What is evil? Evil does not exist; evil is good.”
“What is a lie? A lie is truth intrinsically; it holds
a lawful plade in creation; it is a necessity.
“What is vice? Vice and virtue, too, are beautiful in
the eyes of" the soul.”
. .
,
“What is virtue. Virtue is good and sin is good.
The woman who came to the well of.Sychar was just
as pure in spirit before she met Christ, even though
she was a harlot, as she was afterwards when she i
to live a different life. There’s, no difference between
Herod the murderer of the babies in Bethlehem and
Christ the Saviour of men.’
“What is murder? Murder is good. Murder is a
perfectly natural act.”
“What are evil spirits? There are no evil spirits.
There is no devil and no Christ. Christ and the devil
are both alike.”
“For not a path on earth is trod
That does not lead the soul to God.”
“No matter how- bad that path may be, whether it
be the path of the liar, the murderer; it ,is the path of
Divine Ordination and Divine Destiny.
The question naturally arises as to who is the
author of these outrageous statements. W e do not
know. They are reproduced from a, presumably,
anonymous book, entitled, “Whatever Is, Is Right
which we are told is circulating “among a certain
section of advanced Spiritualists."’
But notwith
standing the fact that we have made inquiries
among booksellers and Spiritualists we have been
quite unable to. discover a single individual who has
ever heard of the work. W.e do not doubt that a
publication of the kind has been issued, but it would
be interesting to learn the name of the author, and
also what is meant by “a certain section of advan
ced Spiritualists” among whom it circulates.
We
know of no such section.
And what is more—
<K> Spiritualist has ever given expression to the
views set forth in this abominable publication.
Were if hot for the fact that we promised to de
nounce the book, if its title were revealed, we would
not insult the intelligence of any Spiritualist in
Australia by utterly disclaiming its contents.
But what are we to think of “The Christian ( ?)
Courier” for permitting its pages to be defiled by
such dreadful blasphemy, and of the Rev. W. N.
Wilson in particular, for submitting these infamous
doctrines to the Assembly of the Free Presbyterian
Church of Australia as authoritative teachings of
Spiritualism? It is difficult to believe that he was
unaware that he was grossly misrepresenting those
teachings. If he 'was not aware of it, he ought to
have felt thoroughly ashamed of himself on reading
the article we contributed to “Life.” and it he
possessed the instincts of a gentleman he would
have at once forwarded an apology on reading our
official presentment of what Spiritualism really
teaches. In any circumstances 'he stands con
demned for accepting the travesty of an unrecog
nised writer, and totally ignoring what all the
leaders of the movement have to say on the reli
gious aspect of the question. It is not easy for us
to write in a temperate strain when dealing with
such a biassed opponent. It reminds us of the dic
tum of the Rev. Lefroy Yorke, ALA., B.D., that
“doctrines and dogmas have no influence on charac-

THE

HXRBINGER

OE

ter.
\\ c should simplv shudder to adopt such
todies’
to deliberatrlx misrepresent those to
y bom xx c are opposed is sin, according to the teachmgs of Spiritualism, xxhatexer it may be called by
the thurch to which our rex traducer belongs! It
is, moreox er, a sin nt
* major proportions, and its
fruits are intense remorse which can only he de
scribed as “the pangs of Hen," We would, theretore, adxise our clerical foe to repent at once, and
make xxhatexer atonement he can for the mischief
he has done. In the meantime we can gather a
modicum of consolation from the assurance of The
Master :—
Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and per
secute you, and shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and he exceeding
glad, for great is your reward in Heaven, for so perse
cuted they the prophets which were before ^you. ‘
It may be pointed out that the offence of our
antogonist consists, not merely in basing his un
warranted aspersion upon the contents of a vir
tually unknown book, and completely closing his
eyes to the dicta of the acknowledged leaders of the
movement—who unanimously declare that there is
nothing in the teachings of Spiritualism contrary to
the Christianity of The Christ—but also in the
odium he casts upon scores of his fellow labourers
in the Church who are to-day supporters of the very
cause which it is alleged, “denies both the Father
and the Son,” “teaches that there is no such thing
as sin," that "lying is a necessity,” that “both vice
and virtue are beautiful,” and that “Christ is no
better than the Devil.” To reply to such insults
would be to sacrifice dignity, but it would be inter
esting to learn .what would be thought of this dis
graceful diatribe by the General -Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, which has appointed a Special
Committee to inquire into spiritualism and its phe
nomena, with Lord Sands, .Procurator of the
Church, as Chairman! This, be it remembered, is
the Rev. Wilson’s own Church, and the Com
mittee mentioned has engaged the best mediums
procurable and is holding seances for procuring
data upon which to base its Report!

■I

Why, xve ask, in the name of consistency, are
these prominent divines—Doctors of Divinity and
various Professors—touching this detestable thing
at all if it endorses such blasphemous conceptions
as those set forth in this precious “deliverance” on
“Religion and Morals”? Surely this should be suffi
cient to justify tabooing it at once as demoniacal
and unclean! Isdt to be supposed that these dis
tinguished ecclesiastics do not know as much about
the subject as an obscure pastor in the East Mait
land district of 'New South Wales? Or is. it to be
concluded that our assailant has made the greatest
blunder of his life, and is a “shocking example” of
the ignorance that prevails in his Church concern
ing the true religious teachings of Spiritualism?
The reader can form his own opinion on
* the point>
but, for our part; we are sufficiently charitable to
assume that, in common with so many of his col
leagues, our rev. slanderer knows no more about the
religious concepts of Spiritualism than he does of
the underlying spiritual meaning of the esoteric
utterances of The Christ. In these matters he is
quite a babe, and is therefore more entitled to our
pity than our blame;
At the same time we should not be justified in
condoning his offence. He has committed a great
wrong against a great body of earnest and spirituallv-minded men and women—both in the Church
and out of it—and the only form in which repara
tion could be made would be by publicly proclaim
ing that he had sinned in ignorance and offering an
abject apology to those whose religious suscepti
bilities he has outraged and whose reputations lie
has so ruthlessly besmirched. He admits he is re-
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When are the Presbyteria-”^ Death.
^vufstralia
going to begin to preach serrrr e-> >^,mlar to those 1
that are to-day being delivered by prominent
divines associated with this denomination in Scot- 1
land? Will they ever bring themselves up-to-date
and fill their churches as they have never been filled
before? With scarcely an exception tfiev keep in
the same old rut, apparently oblivious of the tre
mendous advance in religious thought that is re
volutionising the outlook of the Church in Scot
land. If the celebrated Dr. Norman 'viaclean, of"
Edinburgh, were to come to Australia and preach
some of the sermons he is delivering in his own
church to-day, there would be arched evebrows
among the faithful everywhere, and the clergv would
wonder what had become of the Westminster Con
fession of Faith, with its doctrine of a material Hell ;
and eternal punishment, and the resurrection’ of the
physical body at the Last Day!
Preaching on the words. “Wherefore, seeing we
are compassed about with so great a cloud of wit
nesses,” Dr. Maclean, according to the “Helens
burgh and Gareloch Times,” said “Christ had not
said much-of what happens to us after we die.
Rather He seemed to take it for granted that the
dead continue to be interested in us and to watch
over the living.”
Good gracious! How can this
be, if we go into the grave when we die and remain
there until.the Resurrection Morn? Who autho
rised Dr. Maclean to make this modification in the
Confession of Faith.'
But listen further: ’’Life
would be unthinkable did we not realise that when
we die we continue to carry on, to keep our loves^
and retain our ideals.” But how can we “continue
to carry on” if we are Iving inert beneath the turf?
This, surely, is not Presbyterian teaching, as gene
rally understood! Then what is it? It is Spirit
ualism of course!

And so is this: “The dead are nearer to us than
the living, and they help us by praying for us, by
inspiring us. We have the authority of Holy Seri®?
ture for believing that the dead pray for the HvingM|
And so is this: “The dead do not lead lives of lan-J
guorous and inglorious ease. They lead Eves qfl
ceaseless labour and activity.’* And so is this “We
ought to pray for the dead, and there is nothing
that will help us in life more surely than to live our
lives in the consciousness of the great cloud of wit
nesses whiph surround us.” And so is this, in a
very emphatic degree: “No sooner do we dose our
eyes to the light of the sun than there rises upon us
the light from the other shore, and the voices of
welcome from those who have gone before!”
Really, we must hope that Dr. Maclean will not
bring these “advanced views” to Australia- There
is enough trouble in the country as it is. wither
having the Presbyterian Church turned into a fer
ment by the proclamation of these dreadfully
orthodox conceptions of death and what happens
to us afterwards! It could not possibly stand
strain! It is bad enough to have an army of Spm-'
ualists proclaiming these truths. But tor Dr.

Tin*

HARBINGER

OF LIGHT. JULY

Ivan, of H others, to coinr mid sftptWH Iwift
that would he quite intolC’tMhtc!
m

Sir Conan Doyle in Harness Again.

I’Austral'
I
t0 th^ I

^r°niinent
f ,n Scot.
PHo-date
reen filled
K keeP in'
p the treIhat is re- I
| in Scot- |
aclean, of
nd preach
h his own
eyebrows
Irgy would
nster ConIterial Hell
lion' of the
■seeing we
lid of witI “HelensIt had not
we die.
| that the

Ito watch
I can this
Ind remain
I ho anthoLtion in the
ther: “Life
e that when
ip our loves,,
ve “continue
ath the turf:
ing, as genelt is Spirit'

Sir \rihur Conan Doyle 110 sooner 1 cached England, after his tour of Australia and New Zealand,
than he found himself in harness again.
Greatly
refreshed by the voyage, he was in fine form when
delivering in the Queen s Hall, London, the thiee
lectures in which be placed the case for Spiritualism
before the public in this very backward—Spirit
ualistically —part of the world.
At the first of the
addresses Sir Ernest Wild, in the unavoidable ab
sence of Sir Edward Marshall Hall, presided, and in
dismissing the vast assemblage said : “Sir Arthur
would stand cross-examination in any witness box.
We have listene 1 fo a beautiful gospel preached by
a sincere apo tie.’’ He had previously declared:
“This evening it will be our privilege to listen to
the words, and appraise the arguments, of a big (in
a double sense) public-spirited man, than whom no
cause could have a better or saner advocate.” Evi
dently a prophet is not, sometimes, without honor
in his own country.
The vote of thanks to the lecturer was proposed
by the Rev. G. Vale Owen, through whose hands
was written the marvellous Script which has arres
ted attention in all parts of the world.
He said
that the first time he met Sir Arthur was on the
platform at a meeting in Liverpool” twenty-five
years ago, and continued

He was not then aware that Sir Arthur was a stu
dent of psychical research. He (the speaker) was at
that time an uncompromising opponent. Since then
he had altered his views, and now his verdict was
“emphatically proven.” He had, to his own satisfac
tion. proved two things. First, that survival was real
and communication real, and secondly that it was
good. What struck him as so valuable in Sir Arthur’s
address was its eminently human touch and its com
mon sense. The lecturer had spokefi of raps, and
some people thought that method of communication
undignified. A short time ago he was in the office of
the Atlantic Cable Company in Liverpool. A mess
age was sent to New York asking what the weather
was like, and the answer c^ime back that it was cloudy
with a little rain. The message was trivial, but the
wonderful thing was that in a few minutes they had
communicated with New York. No one considered
the raps by which this message was’ brought at all
undignified. He could testify that, like Sir Arthur,
he had spoken face to face with his own departed loved
ones, with his mother and his daughter. He knew
there were some who would .say that he was hallucin
ated, but if there was anyone who should be able to
recognise a mother or daughter it was that mother’s
son and that daughter’s father.
Following this unqualified testimony by a Church
of England clergyman, whose name has become a
household word, Mr, IT. W. Engholm, the Editor
df the Vale Owen Script and managing director of
“Light,” in seconding the vote of thanks to Sir
Arthur said:—

I will never forget the sitting that we had when his
son came through and spoke to him. I heard the con
versation, which was very sacred. T did not like to
pay too much attention to it, but suddenly during that
conversation my own attention was taken altogether
away because a dear colleague of mine, a well-known
Fteet-stjreet journalist who had been over there about
a year, came through and welcomed me in his dear
old voice, and then I heard nd more of what was pass
ing between Sir Arthur and his bov. Last night I
was in a,little rooni in Merthyr. South Wales. There
were eleven of us. Ten of them were dear, good
•Welsh people, good souls, and there'was a medium,
just an honest mining man, and in that darkened
room each one of us present heard voices of those
we knew, anebat one time there were nine people from
the Other Side speaking at the salme time. It was
with difficulty that T got in touch really with the man
speaking to me.-—it was such a babel. And then last
night linked me up with that occasion when Sir
Arthur’s son came through to me, for suddenly I
heard a voice last njght say to me, "Engholm, Kings
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ley s here, I want you (.0 give my father a frirHoage
nmrrow evening, ds ybb will side him Tell father
I ftivi proud of him’’ (cheers), and then I suddenly felt
a hrtrwf on the top of my head, just like a human hand,
and it1 pressed my head, and as it was pressing a voice
said to me, “Tell father that this Iwtnd is the one [
placed on his head at Southsca when 1 first spoke to
him.” And I was only too happy to hurry back from
Wales to-day to be able to tell Sir Arthur that beau
tiful message from his boy before he came on this
platform to-night. (Cheers.)
All this will, of course, be quite meaningless to
the clergy of Australia, .with few exceptions, and to
the mass of the laity as .well I That is their loss,
and just shows how very far they are behind th.e
times. It was this prevailing ignorance which so
completely staggered Sir Arthur during his sojourn
in Australia. He came to this country expecting
to find an intellectual grasp of these problems
somewhat analogous to that exhibited in Great Bri
tain', where tremendous strides have been made
during the past few years. Instead of this, how
ever, he was confronted with ignorance at every
turn, and during our close association with him in
nis mission he frequently expressed amazement at
what the people of Australia do not know, as com
pared with the lively and extensive knowledge of
psychic phenomena possessed by the intellectual
section in the Old Country.
We appear to be fully ten years behind the times
in this respect! It is therefore little wonder that
there is so much prejudice and opposition to the
movement: It is one of the penalties of “distance”
—of being so far removed from the classic centres of
scientific and religious thought in Europe.
But let
us not despair. The light will spread throughout
Australia in time, and when it does come some of
the present-day critics may begin to shift their
ground and be very anxious to explain “what they
really meant 1” In the meantime, we are quite re
conciled to the position of being just a voice “crying
in the wilderness 1” It is by no means the first
voice .heard under similar conditions!

The Lunacy Myth.
“It is an indisputable fact that the lunatic asy
lums at this very moment are full of people who
have become insane simply through attending
Spiritualist seances, and a leading Sunday paper a
few weeks ago made the startling announcement
that there were ten thousand cases of madness in
the British Isles to-day that were directly traceable
to Spiritualism.” -This i's an extract from a book
published recently from the pen. of Elliot O’Donnell
and entitled) “Spiritualism Explained.” The allega
tion is very explicit, and if it contained a modicum
of truth We should begin to feel alarmed at being
associated with a cause that could possibly produce
such direful results. As a matter of fact, however,
as previously explained in these columns, such
statements are based either upon whirling imagina
tion or deliberate falsehood.
The author in question, however, maintains that
his declaration represents “an indisputable fact.”
This of course, means that the point cannot be"ques
tioned. Let us see! “Ten thousand” lunatics is a
pretty considerable company. But this, apparently,
does not exhaust the total—the asylums at this very
moment are “full” of them. If this be true it ought
to be a fairly easy matter for the officials to dis
cover them. But in their periodical Reports they
repeatedly tell us in effect, that they have looked in
vain for these elusive lunatics. The two countries
in which Spiritualism has made the greatest heads
way are America and. Great Britain. And what is
the tale told by the official statistics in those homes
of Spiritualism? The “British Medical Journal” ins+'tuted an inquiry into the matter in 1879 and ire-
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to Spiritualism. The
Rci'ort n<l<lr<l f
c bhvc brf< >re us the 62nd Report
of the I ommissioners of Lunacy . . and not one
single case due to Spiritualism is therein recorded.”
)• urthermore. figures collected hy Dr. Crowell in
\merica showed that out of 32,319 male lunatics
there were 215 clergymen, while the male and female
Spiritualists combined came only to 45!
The British Asylums have more recently been
ransacked for cases with the object of damaging
Spiritualism, but the hunt has always been in vain,
and challenge after challenge issued against our
traducers has invariably been left unanswered.
Obviously, if they could prove their case from offi
cial statistics they would immediately do so, and
thus fill their souls with glee! Yet how easy ithis
should be if it is “an indisputable fact that the luna
tic asylums at this very moment are full of people
who have become insane simply through attending
Spiritualist seances.”
Instead of this being an
“indisputable fact” it is unquestionably an “indis
putable lie.”
As recently as last April the London County
Council issued statistics dealing with lunacy within
the metropolitan area and stated: “Since the beginn
ing of 1915 the number of lunatics in London drop
ped from 31.000 to 25.000 in 1919—the lunacy re
cords are to-day the lowest since 1892.” Here is a
nut fpr some of our assailants to crack!
Every
body is aware of the tremendous strides made by
Spiritualism in London, and throughout Great Bri
tain generally, since 1915, and yet. instead of the
number of lunacy cases increasing by leaps and
bounds—as they ought to have done, if there is any
truth in the allegation under notice—we find the
London returns demonstrating that there is less
lunacy to-day than-in any year since 1892!
And
no mention is made of a single case being due to
Spiritualism. Yet. according to the author quoted,
the asylums ought to be “full” of them!
Turning to Italy, where intense interest has for
years been taken in the subject, we find Professor
Morselli, the famous Alienist of Genoa University,
declaring: “I ought to say that cases of Spiritual
istic madness are very rare. In my long career,
and among thousands of patients. I do not remem
ber more than four or five.”
Every country in
short, gives the lie direct to our detractors, and the
only conclusion that can be drawn is that this lun
acy bogey is just one of those stock-in-trade accu
sations which the opponents of Spiritualism hurl
broad-cast in a vain endeavour to injure the cause.
And whenever they are confronted with a challenge
thev have nothing further to say!
The Psalmist tells us, that “all men are liars.”
We cannot believe that
But a good many of
them are. and now and again it becomes our duty
to take one of them to task!
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If you have any difficulty in. obtaining
copies of “The Harbinger of Hight,” you should
order the Journal direct from the office and
thus have it delivered at your door regularly
every month.
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Men who are up to the neck in mud of materialism
are not the best critics of psychic phenomena. We do not
go to an asylum for the blind to get correct judgment of
the respective merits of the pictures in a picture gallery.—
pr. I. K. Funk.
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MESSAGES FROM

W

T. SHaq,

—
Having completed the publication of ths •
Owen messages, the proprietors of the
Despatch,” London, are now publishing a
communications front a group of spirits of whorf,
\\. T. Stead, is leader.
They were received th
France by Madame fly ver in 1914 and 1915. and
were addressed to French Spiritualists. Their pm
pose is stated tv be to warn people not to seek to
set up communication with tlie After-World with
out serious attempt to understand what forces may
be brought into play, and to show under what con
ditions such communication may be established,
not only with safety, but with infinite advantage to
men. Mr. Stead says:—
It is as difficult for us spirits to come hack to earth
as it is for you to penetrate into the realms of tlie
spirits. Firstly, we have no longer the faculty of
living in the physical substance. It evades us, just as
the substance of the superior planes evades you. JWe
have impressions and sensations analogous to yours—
but so different. We have lights, colours, and sounds;
but these only distantly resemble those which you
call so . .In spite of all our desires to respond to
your appeals we are often prevented from doing as
we are expected, because of the difference of the two
planes. I will even say that it is often more easy for
you to come to us than for us to come to you. Sleep
permits you to, enter into touch with us a thousand
times, better than all the mediums in the world, and
the help we can give you in this way is often more
precise and efficacious than by more or less muddled
messages'.

In one of the instalments much valuable infor
mation is given regarding mediumship. Here is an
example:—
As soon as a medium is seen to cover sheets of
paper with ease, people suppose they have only to
put questions to him, no matter how disconnected or
ridiculous these may be, to get answers. They im
agine that he can get into touch with any and every
spirit, that no subject, is beyond him, and that he can
give money-making hints in business affairs. If he
fails to meet these varied requirements people deny
that he is a medium and ascribe what he has written
to his imagination. That is false and unjust.

The message goes on to state:—
An “intuitive” medium, even an excellent one, can
give only one category of phenomena. He may be
excellent for metaphysics, but inapt for music. He
may feel a vibration arrive, his spiritual being may
be conscious of it, but the vibration remains without
form; it creates no image in his mind. Good “intui
tive” mediums are very rare—that is why the greater
part of the messages received from spirits are banal
in form and matter when written out. A medium
must be highly sensitive and predisposed to the spiri
tual before he can receive the echoes of the spirit
world. It is equally necessary that experimenters
should not ask him to try to obtain phenomena which
he is not adapted to transmit and that he be left to
his speciality. Then messages of great value may be
obtained.
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PHYSICAL

WONDERFUL

Phenomena in Sydney.

MEDIUM.

MANIFESTATIONS

GALORE.

TuM
I.
before going to press we received the following
extraordinary contribution addressed to us in the form of a
letter from Mr, F. Palmer, President of a Sydney Circle,
which has now been transformed Into n Psychical Research
Soolety. It is certainly a most astounding record, and seems
to indicate that Australia possesses one of the most mar
vellous mediums tn the world.—Ed. 1
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I desire to bring tinder yottr notice the astound
ing phenomena, produced in a Circle now sitting
at 76 William Street, Sydney, under the medium
ship of Mr. John Coffey, now residing in this city.
Mr. Coffey is a New Zealander by birth, and poss
esses practically all the phases of known physical
mediumship, viz:

Ringing of bells (2)T and playing of tambourine, all
at the same time, and keeping time to the singing of
hymns or songs.
Loud clapping of hands.
Snapping of fingers.
Levitation of table.
Table fastened to the floor, and made immovable.
Materialization of face and hand.
Apports.
Writing without human contact.
Trumpet speaking.
Luminosity.
The table has been levitated on one end and nine
sitters could not put it down,, including several tall
and exceptionally heavy men.
The table has been fixed to the floor by spirit
force, and ten sitters could not move it.
Hats, etc.,- have been placed on sitters both at
the table and outside the circle.
Shoes have been taken off ladies’ feet, outside the
circle, and thrown on the table, in one instance
without being unlaced.
A glove has been taken off a lady’s hand, and
thrown on to the table.
A coat has been taken off a sitter outside the
circle and thrown on the table.
Various other
articles of wearing apparel has been taken off sit
ters, and thrown on the table or placed on other
sitters.

Water, placed in a cup has been dematerialized
and the 'sitters also given: a drink.
*

*

*

*

We have frequently had visitors levitated (over
the heads of the sitters at the table) and placed on
the table.
In one instance, a sitter outside the
circle, and who was over six feet in height, was levi
tated and placed standing upright on the table.
Sitters at the table have been levitated on to the
table, together with the chair on which, they were
seated.
,
J
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Writing without human contact; This we get in
abundance, The writing pad and, pencil are placed
on the table and sometimes underneath the table,
(it is really immaterial which is doge) and mess
ages. and instructions for the conduct of the circle
are given.
We can distinctly hear the writing
being done. The spirit friends will frequently tear
off the sheet and give it to the medium, or take it to
(he sitter for whom it is intended; they know the
name of every sitter at the table, and also at times
ask about those who are away. This proves how
closely they are in touch with the circle.
The materialization of the face of one of the phy
sical controls (a Chinese) appeared and floated
round the table, close to each sitter’s face (three
times),

A small hand was also materialized each finger
being clearly and distinctly seen ; and suspended in
the centre of the hand were the most glorious bulbs
of light, (to me they seemd supernal).
This was
beautiful beyond description.
*
*
ft
ft
We get trumpet speaking in abundance, the
most astonishing conversations taking place on any
conceivable subject. We have had as many as
seven different spirits speaking through the trum
pet in one night, on Theology,- Electrical Engineer
ing, Social Problems etc.

Also singing and whistling operatic and other
airs.. These phenomena are absolutely bewilder
ing owing to their variety.
• The trumpet is taken off the table by spirit
friends, and held suspended at a height of about
five feet above the table. The hands of all sitters
at the table are held, including the medium’s, thus
making it impossible for anyone to touch anything.

These sittings are held in the dark, but I can
stake my life on the genuineness of the phenomena
mentioned.
I have been connected with Spiritualism for the
last 25 years.
One of the apports just received is likely to lead
to most astonishing revelations.

We have had writing underneath the table in the
red light, and the- trumpet has actually been in the
air, and speaking going on by our spirit friends,,
when the door of the room has been opened.
The great feature attending these phenomena is,
that the medium is normal and controls the pheno
mena.

ft
ft
ft
ft
• I- think you will acknowledge that the phenomena
I have mentioned are most astounding, and will, I
feel sure, do more than any manifestations of
modern times to bring
*
home to all rationallyminded, and thinking people the truth of the reality
of spirit communication.
I am, therefore, requested by Mr. Coffey and our
circle to write, inviting you to send at once an ac
credited representative to attend six or seven sitt
ings, in order to verify the statements I have made.
We have been urged by our chief trumpet control
to bring this matter under the notice of the Spirit
ualistic bodies here, and elsewhere. Will you, there
fore, kindly acknowledge receipt of this communi
cation, at your earliest convenience, as we feel this
matter should be given publicity at the earliest
possible moment.
I may mention, that Mr. Coffey is not a psychic
of mushroom growth;. he has been studying
*
and
cultivating these remarkable gifts during the last
14 years.
We have formed our circle into a Psychical Re
search Society. We meet at 76 William Street.
Sydney, Sundays, 7 p.m. Wednesdays. 8 p.m.

F.

PAILMER.

Chairman.

The “Medical Times” (February) in a leading article on
“Psychical Research,” comments on the fact that “'quite a
number of people, including some distinguished scientists
and members of the medical profession, have of late evin
ced more than a passing interest in spiritual phenomena.”
Notice is taken of the formation of the Glasgow Society
for Psychic Research and of the recent publication of “The
Earthen Vessel,” and the translation of Schrenek-Notzing’s book on materialisations. The article concludes:
“We may say that, while we hold no brief for psychical
research, we think that further investigation oh scientific
lines is indicated. To simply take up a negative attitude
in the matter, is in our opinion, wholly wrong,”

The Nutshell Page.
The Journal of the American Society For Psychical R,.
Sonic of our supporters have expressed surprise that it
search,
- reviewing Dr. A. T. Schofield s book, ‘Mo,prn
should be necessary to remind subscribers that their sub
Spiritism:
Its Science and Religion points lout
scription.for the current year is due by attaching a blue
he
“
talks
of
'telepathy and allied processes as thotisfh
disc to the wrapper. We do not share this view. Many
these constituted an unquestioned and explored field? which
of our Readers have all softs of things to think about; and
is far from being the case. And he often starts a para
they can hardly be expected to remember the precise date
upon which their subscription expires. So long as they graph by intimations of the explanatory efficacy of.tele
respond when the blue “messenger” arrives we shall be ' pathy, the subconscious mind, etc., and then brings in an
He
satisfied. The loss entailed in continuing to send the instance which admittedly cannot be so explained.
believes
in
communicating
spirits,
but
seems
to
think
that
journal after the expiration of the subscription date is
evil ones are either vastly in the majority or that the
very considerable.
We have often sent it in good faith
Deity favours them in the granting of passports,”
for twelve months beyond the expired term, only to he
informed at the end of that time that the subscriber died
*
*
*
*
a year ago. and that nobody else was responsible for pay
The Rev. Canon d'Arcy, Vicar of Worksop, a member
ment! Hence the necessity of removing from our list the
of the Society for Psychical Research, suggests in the
names of subscribers who ignore the blue disc.
For
“Yorkshire Telegraph and Star” that all mediums should
aught we know they may have “passed on” and be read
be required by law to produce certificates of good faith,
ing “The Harbinger” from the Other Side without paying and credentials from some well-known scientist who is
for it!
also an expert investigator.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
In sending greetings to the Spiritualists of England on
In the “Occult Review” for April Dr. Hereward Car
his return from the land of the Southern Cross, Sir Arthur
rington has an article on “Experiments Upon the Aura:
Conan Doyle, in “Eight,” ’.states that lie does so “with a
Old and New," in which he speaks of Dr. Kilner’s dis
heart full of gratitude to the Power which has sustained
me and my little company in our mission to the Anti coveries, and draws an' instructive comparison with an
podes”. He briefly summarises the result of his mission, almost identical series of experiments conducted by Mr.
Francis Gerry Fairfield, and described by him in an old
and adds: “The whole tour was a success beyond bur
extreme hopes.” His book, “The Wanderings of a book published in 1874, entitled “Ten Years with Spiritual
Mediums.” Dr. Carrington says: “The identity between
Spiritualist,” in which he will relate the story of his
travels and deal in racy form with the impressions he re the newer and the older methods of research, and the
ceived, will be published very soon. The work is sure to practical identity of their conclusions, is, I .think, a very
significant fact.”
be in brisk demand, and those of our readers who intend
*
*
3K
*
purchasing copies would do well to ask us to reserve a
copy for them without delay.
Here is how a legal correspondent puts “into a nutshell”
what for him constitute the purposes of Spiritualism. “It
Clients of Mrs Knight-McLellan are informed that the gives a knowledge of certain facts which the Christian
lady is now settled in “Devon Cottage,” 47 Alfred. Street, Church asks us to believe and which materialists tell us
it is unreasonable to believe.”
North Melbourne.
*
*
*
*
‘
*
A correspondent in the “Yorkshire Observer” comments
Dr. Ellis Powell, in his last article in the “National
on the great interest that is being displayed in the fairies
News,” discusses the question of the survival of animals.
controversy, and the fact that many other features touch One passage will be read with utmost satisfaction by ail
ing upon the supernatural are being accepted by adults; animal lovers.' He says: “One word of stern warning may
Before the war, he says, there was little talk of the super appropriately be added. Above and beyond almost every
natural outside a .certain circle, but nowadays it is quite other terrestrial iniquity the Powers on the Other Side
eommoon to hear intelligent, and experienced men confess loathe cruelty to animals. Nor does their indignation
that there is “more in it than appears on the surface.”
stop at mere loathing. In some way or other expiation
has got to be made before the spirit of the cruel man or
* * * *
woman can enter upon the path of progress and recon
Miss Christabel Pankhurst, in the “Weekly Dispatch”
in telling the story of her life, concludes her first instal ciliation.”
*
*
*
*
ment wijli this, striking passage: “The passion of my life
has been for- the, freeing of women, not just for reasons
Mr. H. W. Engholm greatly interested a gathering at
political and economic, but because I always knew that the British College of Psychic Science which appreciated
such' a fight as ours had its highest significance elsewhere the confidence with which he treated them in dealing with
—was simply the dim reflection of a far struggle on.some some of the difficulties which faced Mr. Vale Owen and
celestial battlefield where greater hosts than ours clashed
himself in preparing the script for public use. Some pas
in the eternal struggle for Right.”
sages which had not been published had apparently been
communicated by lofty intelligences interested in the uni
* * * *
verse and its constitution, and dealt with matters which
The Rev. Walter Wynn has received several cordial in
man in the street would not appreciate at the moment.
vitations to visit South Africa and lecture on “Biblical the
Other communications dealt with lower astral conditions,
Prophecy” and “Psychical Facts I Have Proved to, be
True.” He has accordingly sailed for that country, and which were presented in such a way as to astonish the one
is also hoping to utter words that will strengthen who received them. &
*
*
*
the bonds between South Africa and the other parts of
Dr. Walter Prince has the following in the February
the Empire. Fie is assured of a great and cordial .wel
come. The Rt. Hon. Winston Churchill has expressed number of the Journal of the American Society for
Psychical. Research: “I recently spoke by invitation tot
his good wishes for the tour. Mr. Wynn expects to be
body of clergymen on the subject of the scientific ©fiabsent about five months from England.
dfence for the continuance of the spirit after bodily death,
* * * *
the subject having been selected by the clergymen them
The Chicago journal, “The Hamiltonian,’’ which deals selves. After most had departed, eight or ten lingered to
relate experiences. They were all asked to write out th®
with political, scientific and social subjects, prints as its
incidents^ which ,they had related with so much interest;
motto the following lines from a poem by Sir Arthur
and to send them to the Society, but not a soul did so. I
Conan Doyle:—»
ought to add that they did not all promise.”
“Trace my pathway among men,
Show me how to strike, and when.:
*
*
*
*
Take me to the fight and then
Tn
a
London
evening
journal
some
time ago Mr. Roger
Oh, he nigh!”
,
Pocock, the well-known traveller and author, made the
*
* Hi *
following statement regarding psychic messages: “The
The twenty-fifth annual meeting of the London Spirit thirty-eight volumes I possess of messages purporting to
ualist Alliance was held recently, Viscount Molesworth come from the ‘dead’ preent a body of testimony concern
*
* spirit realms which only very stupid people could
presiding. The Report, inter alia, states:—“The .Council ing tin
records with satisfaction a remarkable advance in public possibly deride. Some of these texts are of great value
interest in the subject of Spiritualism, an advance regis as literature: n arly all are lucid, the worst are readabletered not only by its enlarged activities and innumerable Comparative analysis shows, that in the main they are
Press references, but by the increased vigour of its oppo agreed rn all essential statements, excepting only wk"
sition, which has tremendously developed in energy and regard t > sther planets, such as Mars or Jupiter. /They
virulence.” The only comment that is necessary is: “Let rep res nt a coherent and most interesting description «
them all come!”
the realm of heing which we shall enter at death,'’
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The passing of Professor Hyslop and h^s known
interest in spirit communion has filled the world
with rumours of speedy tnessages alleged to have
been obtained from him. Knowing the nature of
present day journalism and the search for sensa
tional items, we advise our people to keep the salt
cellar within easy reach. Spiritualism is a matter
for cool calculating study and analysis, and no one
knows that better than Professor Hyslop. We im
agine that he would not be oyer hasty, but in con
sultation with his old and trusted fellow-searchers
would wait until he had fully recovered from the
change in order to give some definite message which
should be evidence of his identity.
We have generally found that Spiritualists who
pass behind the veil are slow to communicate. They
know from personal experience the difficulties of in
tercommunication, and realise that an unsatisfac
tory or fragmentary message may do much harm
by arousing doubts. Such people adopt a deliber
ate policy of waiting for the right time, the right
medium, and the right conditions before making
their attempt to manifest; It exemplifies the old
phase, “Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.”
*

p a nutshell”
tualism. “It
he Christian
alists tell us

OT

*

*

We have often thought (and experience supports
the idea) that the early Communications of a re
cently deceased person are seldom produced by the
reputed communicator' alone. As the parent guides
the hand of the child who is learning to write, so a
hand of more experienced people directs the path
of the communication, and one gets a mixed mess
age bearing traces of two or more personalities. The
new beginner does not know sufficient of the pro
cesses involved to ;work alone,- he is traversing an
unknown track, and as his guide and helper walks
by his side and leads him, two lines of footprints
often crossing one another, lead to confusion in the
minds of those who examine the path.
-

«

It is chiefly those who, during earth life, have
been brought face to face with the numerous diffi
culties of communication, who realise the necessity
of getting a clear passage for their messages, and
are sufficiently calculating to differentiate between
exact communication and merely ‘‘getting some
thing through.” A case in point occurs to us of quite
recent occurrence. A young man was posted miss
ing in France some 18 months prior to the armistice.
He wks quite familiar with Spiritualistic practices
and had sat in many seances. He had friends who
were frequent habitues of the seance room. One
would have thought that his anxious wife would
have received an early message. Whilst occasional
hints of his presence behind the veil were forth
coming, yet there was nothing definite and conclu
sive until a few months ago, when he came to her
in sufficiently solid form for her to feel his hands
and recognise his voice, and assured her that all was
well. “Why didn’t you communicate before?” he
was asked, and his-reply was characteristic.
“I
know what a little sceptic you are, and I wouldn’t
make any attempt to reach you until I could do so
in suCh a form as to place it beyond doubt. Now
you know I’ve been—you know 1 am with you, and
will be completely satisfied that I live.”
(Jn< could quote front personal experience numberles-, cases of the kind. Cases in which the spirits
of lpvid ones, anxious to build up a conclusive case,
have vaited ten years or more, ere attempting to
give e idcncc of continued existence, and this app

1921
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lies chiefly to those who knew the difficulties from
their earth experiences.
The variation of human
personality is not sufficiently taken into account.
It is not a case of finding a medium, but of finding
the right medium to use and the right conditions for
such use. I'he medium who is best for one spirit is
useless to another, and the same law applies to the
relations between medium and sitters.

EDISON AND THE SPIRIT WORLD
—------- ».-------Mr. David Gow, Editor1 of “Light.” in a recent
issue of “Pearson’s Weekly,” discusses Edison’s
projected invention of a machine for establishing
communication with the spirit world.

Mr. Gow writes: “In my many years’ experience
I have come into touch with the inventors of several
"ingenious contrivances for getting ‘spirit messages,’
and I have known of some that certainly ‘picked up’
communications which seemed to come from spirits.
Some of these messages were quite sensible and
evidential: others were rubbishy and meaningless,
whatever their sornce may have been. But in every
case I found that the machine would not work ex
cept in contact with its inventor or some other per
son whose presence seemed to be necessary to esta
blish a connection.”

He adds: “However. I'had long known that spirit
communications were dependent, on a human being
—man or woman—supplying some element that »
lifeless mechanical apparatus possesses.
This ele
ment appears to be some kind of emanation—gas
dr fluid—the possession of which makes what we
call a medium. In my view, Mr. Edison must take
this into account.
If he can discover what this
element is, draw it off, and charge his machine with
it he will probably be -successful.”

THE TEACHINGS OF SPIRITUALISM,
Spiritualism Is a Science, a Religion, and a Philo
sophy rolled Into one, and its comprehensive prin
ciples and teachings, as set forth in “The Harbinger
of Light,” may be summarised as follow.—
1. —That God is the Universal Spirit, in whom men,
and other created things, live and move and have
their being.
2. —That the Christ was the highest, divinest, and
most perfect expression of the God-head ever
manifested in human form, and that the object
of His mlbslon was to exhibit to mankind the ex
ample of a pure and spotless life, so that all men
might be “saved,” not from the consequences of
deliberately-committed sin, BUT FROM COMMIT
TING SIN AT ALL.
3. —That death is not a cessation of life, but a mere
change of condition.
4. —That man is a responsible being, and AS HE
SOWS ON EARTH SO HE WILL REAP IN THE
LIFE TO COME.
5. —That man is a spiritual being now, even while
encased in flesh.
6. —That those who have passed on are conscious—not
tihIt-i- fl"
* that their personal Identity is main
tained.
7. —That communication between the living and the
“dead” has been scientifically proved.
8__ That there is a Light (divine life) that lighteth
11 ery man that cometh into the world.
9. —.That as a flower gradually unfolds in beauty, so
the soul of man continues to unfold and develop
after earth-life in the spheres beyond.
10._ That there is hope and salvation in the next life
for even the most sinful, and that the life in spirit
is a life of progress towards fellowship with God
the Father of all.
Xi,—That Spiritualism destroys the fear of death,
which it regards as the portai to a higher and
more spiritual phase of life.
13.—That prayer is a potent force for tha uplifting of
friends
the veil, and also for bringing our
selves into tune with the Infinite.
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The series of communirtitions we are publishing under the above heading were received through an exceptionally
well-developed medium who was in deep trance whilst the messages were being delivered. The sittings usually lasted
about two hours, and during that interval three 'or four different personalities controlled the medium and delivered
addresses on almost every conceivable subject—Scientific, Religious, rhilosophical, Political, Social, Artistic, and so
on. An efficient stenographer was present at each sitting and took a verbatim note of the utterances. These were
subsequently transcribed, and in the aggregate, if pub-ishpd in book form, would fill about 10 volumes of average
siae—quite a little Library, covering all periods of the world’s histosy, and throwing much Illumination on the condi
tions prevailing in the life beyond.
Those in charge of the medium on the Other Side would not allow him to be used for ordinary ''test” purposes—
they said he was “far too valuable an instrument” for that—but frequently references were made by the Invisible
communicators,, which afforded ample scope for testing their Identity.
To verify such statements hundreds of letters
were written to the parties concerned, many of whom resided in countries over-sea,- and the replies were so uniformly
of such a satisfactory character that ultimately It was considered unnecessary to continue the practice, It became
irksome and was regarded as sheer waste of time and trouble. In many cases, however, identification was impossible,
as the intelligence purporting to communicate lived on earth hundreds of years ago
There are over 3,000 of these trance messages altogteher, and we propose to reproduce a representative selec
tion as the months go by. The communicating intelligence who controlled the medium when the address given below
was delivered gave the name of Alexander Von Kumboldt, the distinguished German traveller and naturalist who
died in 1859.

I was a traveller and naturalist, and would ex
plore any part of the world, ascend any and descend
any mine, no matter what the dangers might be, in
search of knowledge, if information was to be
gained by so doing. I came this afternoon by in• vitation of our mutual friend} Livingstone, for I,
too, have been exploring Africa, having been
greatly interested in the black races of that, contin
ent} and more particularly so in their practice of
witchcraft, or black magic, as some call it, or phase
of Spiritualism, as, you might term it.

•>

p
ffl

I have witnessed some wonderful phenomena of
this kind in the interior of Africa, as also a system
of massage, or magnetism, adopted by the Zulu
healers, or medicine-men. And do you know that
they even massage their cattle when they art
attacked by the rinderpest? Yes, I have seen that
disease cured by tjiis method.
They first of all
administer an emetic, composed of some kind of
grass rolled in a ball and forced down their throats,
which causes a thorough purging of the animal’s
stomach, then they proceed to make passes over
him, and to rub him powerfully. This treatment
demands great physical strength on the part of the
operator, who has several assistants, powerful and
athletic men, like himself. Working together, they
kneed every muscle of the body and make passes
down the spine; after’which the animal is turned
into a good pasture, and magnetised daily until
the malady is drawn out of his system. This dis
ease, I may tell you, first attacks the bowels and
thence finds its way into the blood and finally comes
out in the skin.

They are wonderful medical men, these witch
doctors, and the method of treating maladies, most
in vogue among them, is magnetic massage. The
rules of health among the tribes themselves, are
very strongly observed. For example no Zulu is
permitted to fight without having first undergone
a medical examination and being pronounced per
fectly fit for battle and in robust health. If he
should be merely suffering from constipation he is
declared to be unqualified for war, and is placed
under medical treatment and surveillance until
regularity in this respect has been resumed. The
slightest ailment, in fact, is regarded as incapacit
ating him for active service in the field,, or the
chase, and he is treated as an invalid until he re
gains a perfect state of health. This will give you
some idea of the high standard of sanitation which

is maintained among the Zulus. They are a won
derful race and the knowledge of the occult-sciences
professed by the initiated among them has been en
joyed from time immemorial.

They are likewise familiar with the use of charms
and spells, and it is a common practice to bestow
an amulet upon any warrior, or other man, who is
about to expose himself to a' great danger, in order
to protect him from harm and the purpose is, after
all, an efficacious one, because it attracts to his side
special guides, who preserve him from injury, and
by their influence, counteract any malign agency
which may assail him.
INTELLIGENCE

AND

MORALITY

OF

TUT!

ZULUS.

The Zulus are not only a fine race physically, but
they are gifted with great intelligence; although I
cc
fear that, should they become “civilized,” as we
understand the meaning -of the word, they would
rapidly degenerate; for the dignity of the savage,
which is that of manhood in its truest sense, would
leave them, and they would decline into a feeble
and effeminate race ot beings. “Civilization” would
destroy them, as it has done the aborigenes of other
countries.

Of course, I am speaking of the Zulus, and do not
include the Kaffirs, who are no longer either Zulus
or Swazis, because they have “lost caste,” and these
words possess a special signification among the
native tribes; for the Zulu code of morality is an
exceedingly high one, and when once a man via-J
lates it, he is expelled front the tribe, and is look®
upon as having fallen lower than the social pariaM
of your own cities. It is. these outcasts who} ac
cept work from the whites; whereas the Zulus »
not stoop to do so. The white races may regard
themselves as superior to the latter, but the Zulus
think very differently and would consider it to
derogate from their dignity as warriors to work for
the white man. Their code of honour is not less
lofty than their standard of morality, and both are
not approached by those of any other race.
only persons I am acquainted with who appro
*
1’
mate thereto, are certain athletes, who recognise the

necessity of disciplining their physical org<iilli!nl^
and are conscious of the injurious effects upan tnet
moral natures of indulging in vicious and itnnicra
courses, as also some scientific enthusiasts
so absorbed in their investigations and re<eardi^
as to render them indifferent to physical euplj

meats.
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ness. could vou assert that they would be proof
against a bribe—provided it were made sufficiently
tempting? We. spirits, see things as they really
are. whereas, on the earth, you perceive them in
such a false light, because circumstances cast an
artificial glamour over them, or project shadows
where there should be none. This is the reason
why so many people sustain fa severe shock when
they first come over here, and are brought face to
face, for the first time, with facts as they actually
are, as it is so startling to those who have lived soi
long in a world of phantoms to find themselves all
at once in a realm of realities.
EXPEDITIONS

WITH

LIVINGSTONE.

Livingtone is still a great traveller and we make
expeditions in each other’s- company. There is a
band of explorers here, to which we belong, and
we make excursions in different directions for the
purpose of traversing the wilds, and waste places of
the world, with the understanding that we are to
meet from time to time, J at certain prearranged
points for the purpose of exchanging notes of ob
servations and arranging our future movements.
When we are thoroughly well-informed with re
spect to the scenes of our explorations, we endeavor
to impress and influence earthly travellers to under
take similar expeditions, so that they, in their turn,
may discover what we have already found out.
And as we are thoroughly conversant with the loca
lities we have visited, we. endeavour to impress
upon their minds , the knowledge which we our
selves have acquired; so that, in most cases, they
are enabled to set out with a. definite plan of cam
paign, so to speak. Hence it is that you are occas
ionally startled by a great discovery which some
adventurous traveller has made.

We search dense jungles and penetrate to the
heart of tropical forests, and then impress earthly
explorers with the ways and means of reaching
such localities themselves. I have just mentioned
these things to you in order that you may more
clearly understand that'ours is indeed the world of
causes and that your own is the world of effects.
You must have often observed how travellers will
start out Upon an expedition with well-defined
ideas as to the course they intend to pursue ;• this
being, as I have said, because they have been im
pressed with the idea by unseen operators upon
their brains. In.fact, this is how all inventions
are brought to light, and how every discovery has
been made upon the earth.
i
I am just as enthusiastic as ever 'in my search
for new peoples, new places, new animals, plants
and minerals—as much'as. when I was a student
in you;
*
world, and was myself the blind instrument
of unseen intelligences. You have wonderful facili
ties now-a-days for the transmission of information,
and there is no excuse for any one remaining ignor
ant of what is going on in the world, when it is being
flashed all over the earth with such astonishing
rapidity. Books have multiplied and the globe is
growing smaller and smaller, as there is scarcely a
part of it that is not in direct communication with
all the other parts. But little of its surface remains
to be discovered, and very few of its inhabitants.
GREAT

DISCOVERIES

COMING.

Theie remain, however, great discoveries still to
be made with respect to the properties of plants and

the nature of many of these With which I am al
ready acquainted, but I cannot do so on account of
the medium’s ignorance of the chemical terms which
it would be necessary for me to employ. I may tell
you this much however—that in the near future, a
mineral will be discovered possessing a greater
healing power than radium. It will exhibit no sign
of this quality, as it will appear to be dead and inert,
but, Under certain chemical conditions, and in com
bination with the oxygen of the atmosphere, a small
particle of this substance will be more than sufficient
to cook your food, and warm your rooms.
I am telling you this as a kind of prophecy, the
fulfilment of which you will have the satisfaction
of enjoying af no very distant date. I have proved
the matter so as to carry conviction to my own
mind, and I think chemists will be willing to admit
that there is nothing impossible in Nature, inasmuch
as the apparent impossibilities of today are con
tinually becoming the common-place facts of the
morrow, and the horizon of human knowledge is
being steadily enlarged year by year.
THE

GERMANS

AS

SCIENTISTS.

I suppose some of the greatest scientists of the
present time are to be found among the Germans,
because their single-minded devotion to science is
such that, so far as they are personally concerned,
'every other consideration melts into insignificance
beside it, and this it is which causes them to be
successful in their investigations, and researches,
for the man who entirely surrenders himself to the
pursuit of truth, in any one branch, and withdraws
himself from the world for that purpose, .in total
disregard of its pleasures and distractions, supplies
the very conditions which enable spirits having pre
cisely the same object in view, and having the same
trend of thought as himself, to impress his mind
With the knowledge he is seeking. On the other
hand, the more a man mingles with the world, the
less is our power of acting upon, and through, his
brain, and thus it is that the secluded student at
tains to truths of a far higher order than the ordin
ary worldling can possibly do. The Germans being
students of this temperament receive, from time to
time, many beautiful impressions and ideas, which
do not present themselves to the average student
of other nations,
I am telling you this because I know you are in
terested in knowledge generally, and that you do
ript confine yourself to any one branch of it, for I
perceive that your desire for information, and your
love of knowledge for its own sake, has led you into
many a by-path. At present, it is psychology which
attracts you more particularly, as it has the same
fascination for you which travelling and natural
history had for me.
You have the privilege of
being en rapport with many great minds, and you
seem to me to have a wider knowledge of these sub
jects than almost any one I have met with, certainly
more than any one in this country, and I congratu
late you on the work you are now doing, and on
that which you will do in the future.

St. Teresa says beautifully of the light of the spirit
spheres: “It is a different light from that of this world.
It is as if one saw very pure water running ever a crystal
floor, with the sun shining on it, striking through it, and
reflected in it.”-—“The Wonders of the Saints,” by the
Rev. F, Fielding-0uld.
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EXPERIMENTS

IN

PSYCHIC

PHOTOGRAPHY.

M. R. F., who contemplates experiments in psychic
photography, asks whether the experiments could be made
in the garden in a good light, or whether indoors would he
better, and in what light. I have put the questions to a
leading authority on the subject, who replies that out
doors would be quite suitable in the summer, after some
indications of the necessary mediumship have been ob
tained indoors.
For the winter it would be better to ex
periment indoors either with exposures in the dark by the
aid of a nine to ten inch magnesium tape or wire, or in
a good light with time exposure. As to plates, any good
plate would be sufficient, such as Imperial Rapid, with
the same exposure—according to the light—as would be
required for registering visible persons or objects.
METHODS

INVESTIGATION.

OF

"Lakeside” asks, “Is it necessary to visit mediums in
order to gain evidence of the claims of Spiritualism.” It
all depends on the investigator. Some people arc willing
to accept the testimony of others; others insist on seeing
things for themselves. And of course it is necessary con
tinually to point out that visits to a medium arc not
essential if the investigator happens himself to be a
medium. The standpoint of “Light” on the subject is that
while not presuming to dictate the course to be adopted
by inquirers, .the recorded evidence is abundantly sufficient
to demonstrate to the thinking mind the reality of an
unseen world and the possibility' of entering into communi
cation with its- inhabitants—discarnate humanity.
CLAIRVOYANCE.

F. Turner—An excellent clairvoyant, now “passed on,”
Miss A. Rowan Vincent, always saw mentally, but there
are several kinds of clairvoyance, not the less real be
cause they take different f.orms.In some clairvoyants the
visions seen may be sometimes “mental” and sometimes
“visual.” I have heard some say that they see a spirit
person exactly as though he were in the physical world.
Occasionally a clairvoyant will sec a person or a scene as
though it were something outside the seer but “in minia
ture,” like am obj ect or view seen through an inverted tele
scope. Clairvoyance is a wide term, and it does not follow
that a vision or impression is pot clairvoyance because it
is seen in the “mind’s eye.”
INSPIRATION

OR

COMMUNICATION.

W. Daglish.—Yes, I have written that spirit inspiration
and influence are more natural methods of intercourse
than communications by physical methods. But that is
not to deprecate the value of the latter in their own place.
Some people are blind and deaf to the subtler side of
spirit intercourse—they must hear a voice or see the
written word. But I have always felt that if we held our
selves receptive to the monitions from the' unseen, we
should get a continual stream of advice, guidance and en
couragement. This is the ideal towards which all .Spirit
ualists should strive. It should be a matter of reaching
up to the higher levels of life, and not requiring that they
should bend down to us. All the same, as I have indica
ted, the phenomenal side of Spiritualism has its important
place and purpose. It has opened the door for thousands
to the knowledge that there is a spirit world, and so
helped them to place themselves in a true relationship to
it.
SPIRITS

WHO

DO

NOT

WISH

TO

COMMUNICATE.

“Hathcrleigh’s” question on this subject raises some
points that may be1 new to many. In the first place, we
have no reason to suppose a general wish on the part of
our friends in the beyond to come again into contact with
the earth. It depends on the temperament. We can well
imagine the case of those who are sceptical regarding the
possibility—they disbelieved here, and they disbelieve
there. Why not? For human limitations continue on the
other side. And as to those who have discovered the
possibility some of them’will not feel peculiarly anxious.
It is only a few years’ waiting at most (they will say), and
we shall meet our friends, and then they will know all
about it. But there is yet another consideration. There
is a great amount of communication or communion with
Spirits which does not, so to speak, come into the world

♦

of concrete experience at all. fhoiisantls of us arc aware
of the fact in our inmost being, although mitwanlly wt
*
may have no more than a faint impression of it. Not al!
spirit communication is a matter of written or spoken
messages.
METHODS

OF

SPIRIT

J

4
*
i -

COMMUNICATION.

To Daisy M.—While we know many facts connected
with spirit intercourse, of the precise methods by which
spirits communicate with us or affect material objects we
arc still in considerable ignorance. Requests for explana
tion usually result in the discovery that there is a good
deal of ignorance amongst those on the other side as to
how the results are accomplished. Some spirits seem to
affect earthly conditions without being always aware that
they are doing so. But with regard to methods of mental
control, about which you specially ask. wc understand that
this is always effected by methods much the same as hyp
notism in this world. The mind of the medium is influen
ced by the guide, but just as with hypnotism here, the sub
ject is not completely at the mercy of the operator. If
the medium refuses for any reason to submit to control
there can be no compulsion. Individual freedom is safe.
It is a question of co-operation between the medium and
the spirit. It is too large a subject to be covered in a few
lines, however.
COMPANIONSHIP

IN

SPIRIT

•

4
4
4
1

4

4
4>
♦.

LIFE.

C. Vernon.—Our companions in the next life will be
those with whom we are naturally in affinity—there are
*
no artificial bonds there. Just as each spirit will gravit
ate to its proper sphere with mathematical exactness so
will it attract or be attracted by those in harmony with
it. In that way earth relationships will, unless they are
*
true relationships of a spiritual kind, speedily be dissolved
by the working of spiritual law which is absolute and un
erring.
PROPHETIC

DREAMS.

“Progress” writes me of prophetic-dreams, and asks if
they have any psychic significance. If they are really
prophetic, being followed by well-defined verifications to
an. extent that negatives the idea of coincidence, the facts
would certainly seem to point in that direction. Such
experiences are not uncommon, and point to the activi
ties of the spirit in the sleep state. There is sufficient
evidence of this to make the investigation of the matter
a profitable line of study.
i

THEOSOPHY AND

SPIRITUALISM.

H. H.—In discussing the relationship between these
two subjects we must put aside the question of personal
authorities and opinions because these differ widely even
amongst the followers of each of the two systems. I mean
that they differ amongst themselves on various points
Theosophy, as you doubtless know, means Divine Wis
dom, and deals with the great principles of life. It has
done a valuable work in promulgating some of these. It
is not the fact that Spiritualism and Theosophy are in
compatible, because there are many Spiritualists who are
also Theosophists and vice versa. Such differences of
view as may exist relate mainly to matters of opinion anil j
theory. Along the main issues they are generally in
agreement. You instance reincarnation as a dividing
question. But there are Theosophists who do not accept!
the idea, just as there are some Spiritualists who attj
believers in it. There are, however, no creeds in either!
camp, and Theosophists and Spiritualists are allowed tM
fullest liberty of judgment on all questions of doctruV
arising out of the fundamental idea of the Universe as J
spiritual manifestation.
F.

W.

H.

MYERS’

PREDICTION.

H. C.—-The passage yon ask me to quote for you is very
well known, and occurs in Mr. F. W. H. Myers’ bock
“Hitmart Personality?’ It runs: “I venture now on a bold
saying; for I predict that, in consequence of the new evr
dence, all reasonable men, a century hence, wilt belie
**
the Resurrection of Christ, whereas, in default of the
evidence, no reasonable men, a century hence, vvvuw
have believed it.”
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The

Rev. ,G.

VALE

OWEN.

[No name has been more prominently before the public clurlhg the past two years than that of the Rev. G. Vale Owen,
Vicar of Orford. Lancashire, and author of the automaticallywritten works, “The Lowlands of Heaven,” “The Highlands of
Heaven,” “The Ministry of Heaven,” and “The Battalions of
Heaven.” The first two have been in circulation some con
siderable time, the third is expected to reach Australia in a
week or two, and the fourth will arrive at a later date. In
the subjoined article the rev. gentleman describes the deve
lopment of his spiritual gifts and,- the circumstances under
which he came to write automatically.]

I am constrained to confess that it took a quarter
of a century to bring about my conversion—ten
years to convince me that spirit communication was
a fact, and another fifteen to convin.ce me that the
fact was legitimate and good. And’it came about
in this way :■—
During these years I had been in the habit of
reading the daily lessons in church.
There was
usually nobody there except myself, especially in
the early morning, that is, at seven o’clock Matins.
That gave nie plenty of opportunity for some quiet
thinking'. As this went on year by year I began to
notice that on nearly every page of the Bible there
was something about this communion between the
twb states. I read of messages purporting to come
more or less directly from ‘The Lord,” or to be sent
from Him by the mouth of some angel, visible
appearances of beings from those higher realms,
voices from the same sphere, miracles wrought by
powers transmitted also from the spirit world. I
began to see a likeness between these phenomena
and those claimed to happen by that strange people
called “Spiritualists.”. But these latter marvels, I
believed and taught, were of evil origin. As I read
on, however, the likeness persisted, until at last,
Very reluctantly, I was compelled to ask myself a
straight question: WHY? Why should those in
the Bil>le be good and these their modern counter
parts be evil?

* * * »

In 1909, R. J. Lees’ book,/‘Through the Mists,”
was put into my hands by a young brother cleric.

VALE
••

OWEN,

- - —-

I read it. There were many things in it I didn’t
like. Some of them 1 don't like to-day. But in all
fairness I had to ctmfess that these books were not
evil, and were good. Some notes jarred. Taken
as a whole the narratives were healthy in tone and
uplifting.
The claim made by the author was that he had
received these narratives from discarnate human
beings.
That I was unable to accept.
I put it
aside for future consideration.
I believed the
author to be sincere in making that claim. But I
was. inclined to believe him mistaken. But as the
weeks went by I began to ask myself, in those early
hours o.f quietude and prayer, ‘‘If these things hap
pened in Bible times, why not now?” If they do
not happen now. I reasoned, either God has changed
in the, manner of His dealings with His children,
or those children have changed. I decided that
there was no evidence in support of either of these
suppositions. I concluded, therefore, that it might
be possible after all that R. J. Lees’ claim was true,
especially as I had by that time found that others
were putting forth similar claims.
3K 3K * *
The next question which came to me, and in
sisted on an answer, was this: “And if R.J.L., then,
why not G.V.O.?” So I set myself to prayer that,
if it were possible and well that it should be so, the
way for such communion might be opened to me
also.
From the moment I "had taken this decision the
answer began to appear. First my wife developed
automatic writing. Then through her I received
requests that I would sit quietly, pencil in hand,
and take down any thoughts which seem to come
into lily mind projected there by some external
personality, and not consequent on the exercise of
my own mentality. Here evidently was the call
to work which I had prayed for. Arid yet when it
came I shrank back and refused.
This reluctance
lasted for some weeks, but at last I felt I wasn’t
quite playing Llie game. So, very doubtfully, I con
fess, I began to sit.
The first four or five messages might hawe come
from some asylum for the insane.
They mean
dered about from one subject to another in an aim
less fashion, and ended in the region of nowhere.
But I was not to be put off like that. It had taken
twenty-five years to bring me up to that point and
I was going through with it. So I continued to sit
and gradually the sentences began to take a more
consecutive form. At last I got some which were
understandable. From that time development has
kept pace with practice. There is nothing very
startling in it. But it may perhaps lead some to
develop their faculties when they see how simple
is the process by which faculties usually dormant
may be brought into operation for the help., how
ever small it may be, of others seeking guidance
from those brighter ones who have trodden the way
we are going now.
* * * *
If I were? asked by anyone, “Can I develop the
faculty?” I would anwser, ‘‘I don’t know.” \\ hat
I myself asked for was that I might be brought into
open communion with our brethren in the beyond.
At the back of my mind was the idea of clairvoy
ance and clairaudience.
But these were not the
ways chosen. And when the request came to sit
for writing it created in me a distinct sense of aver
sion and antagonism.
Since then it has been ex
plained to me that front the days of my boyhood, in

ether words for about thirtv five years, our g»»o<!
spirit trivtuls have had'me in hand, gradually pre
paring me for the eventual exercise of this same
faculty of "dictated writing." Evidently they saw
that this was the method by which they could use
me to best advantage when the proper time should
arrive.
«
In others, of course, other faculties are the more
easily developed. I think the attitude to cultivate
is that of willingness for service, in whatever way it
may be revealed. Our good friends yonder will not
fail to respond. Whether we follow their leading
or not is for us to choose—there is no compulsion in
the matter. Trayer and a level head are our safe
guards and. granted these, we shall not go wrong.

THE

DIVINING

To the Editor of “The Harbi
B0

ROD.
:r of Light.”

Bfl

Sir,—
{ •
I feel sure that no one who has had any exper
ience in the practical application of electricity and
of human magnetism will consider the explanation
of the divining-rod put forward by Mr. Fosbery as
by any means satisfactory, because, in the first place
no kind of electricity has ever been known to act
in the way he supposes, and, secondly, because llis
theory does not cover the facts.
Every water
finder. worthy of the name, will tell you accurately
the depth at which the water he senses will be
found; most water-finders will tell you also whether
this water is salty or otherwise unfit for drinking
purposes; and very many water-finders will tell you
the height in the bore, or above the ground, to
which the water will rise, and the number of gal
lons per hour which the flow will yield. No one, I
presume, is so silly as to suppose that electricity can
furnish the water-finder with even the least of
these items of information.
As far as I have been able -to ascertain, water
finding is a form of mediumship which requires
rather a peculiar combination of endowments; the
magnetism of the medium must be sufficiently ma
terial to allow of its being used to produce direct
action on the rod, while, at the same time, the me
dium must be sufficiently sensitive to receive
closely defined impressions. It is a communicating
spirit, therefore, that finds the water, indicates its
position, through the movement of the rod, and im
presses such items of information on the medium
in relation to it as he considers will be most useful.
The use of the divining-rod is not necessarily
-confined to the finding of water; Nature’s store
houses for many kinds of valuable materials may
be located by this means; but to do so successfully
you must have the co-operation of spirit-guides;
and spirits of development, who alone can be relied
on. will not aid in the discovery of such deposits
where these are to be used for the enrichment of
individuals. When the natural wealth of the earth
is devoted to the general welfare of all its inhabit
ants, without distinction of any kind, our spirit
friends will be only too glad to aid us in. obtaining
it by every means in their power, and one of these
means will be the divining-rod.
Yours, etc.,
JACOB’S LADDER.
The new edition, long awaited, of Dr. Abraham Wal
lace’s excellent booklet, “Jesus of Nazareth and Modern
Scientific Investigation” has now been issued (the ’‘Twa
Worlds” Publishing Co., Ltd.). Those who have not read
this fine little brochure should do so. Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, in his “Vital Message," commends its scholarly
tone and breadth of treatment. Obtainable at the office
of “The Harbinger of Light/’ price-, ?d.; postage, Id
*

SPIRITUALISM IN VICTORIA
*
TMB

TERRY

PROJECT

To The Editor of “The Ktirtolnfer of

Dear Sir,—
Following my brief reply to your Question last month
and published in this mouth’s (June) issue concerning the
Terry Memorial, 1 would now like to express nty opinion
regarding the conditions connected with Spiritualism, as
far as I know it in Victoria
,
*
at the present time. I stated
that a deal of work will have to be done to place Spiritual
ism in a better and higher position than at present. The
Victorian Association of Spiritualists was the first Soc
iety of Spiritualists founded in Victoria. Later, ths: Mel
bourne Progressive Spiritualistic Lytcuni was brought
into existence, Mr. W. H. Terry being the founder in each
case. Forty years ago a Lyceum was founded in Rich
mond, but after some years, closed.
Later, Lyceums
were opened at Prahran, Brunswick, and again at Rich
mond, and later again, and to date, Societies and Churches
without number have been opened and many of them
closed, but at the present time there arc some thirty to
forty, Societies, Churches, etc., using and misusing the
name of Spiritualism in connection with the services they
claim to carry on. Here is—not our strength—but the
cause of our weakness, and here also the cause of our
degradation.
Spiritualism appears to have grown, inasmuch as some
thing has been added to Modern Spiritualism and its Phil
osophy and scientific Religion, and this something's Com
merce. Spiritualism, with many of its professors, is a
business, and this business is serving to obscure, stifle and
degrade the philosophy and religion, as we ought to view
and uphold it. The police, and also some sections of our
Victorian press, have done what we as Spiritualists should
have done and what we need to do now if the Terry Mem
orial Building is ever to eventuate.
When a glorious
philosophy is brought down by its professors to the level
of an entertainment, or amusement, and a tax paid to the
professors, and by them to the Government, there is some
thing wrong in our organizations. Spiritualists should
see that there is a cleaning up effected. This is a -very
serious matter to those who have originated The Terry
Memorial idea, and it must be so to all true Spiritualists,
and it is pleasing to note the growing interest in the
appeal for funds to effect that object.
The Melbourne Lyceum will next month publish a state
ment of their Building Fund Account, so that all interes
ted wilt be able to recognise our intentions. In reference
to your correspondent, R. M. Edwards, I will be glad if
he will arrange for an early interview with me. I think
it is.a pity your correspondents did not go a little further
arid give the names of the persons they think should have
charge of this matter; possibly .they will do so. Dona
tions will be acknowledged by the M.P.S. Lyceum secre
tary and we trust-. Sir, we shall receive many more which'
may be sent to your office towards this object.
< Yours faithfully,
, ‘
W. H. LUMLEY, A
Conductor M.P.S. Lyceums

[The correspondents referred to by the writer of the
above letter could hardly be expected to do anything so
irividiouS as to name particular individuals who should
have charge of the fund for erecting a suitable memorial
to the late Mr. Terry. The most they could do was to
suggest that such individuals should be “representative of
Spiritualism generally in Victoria,” and that the building
if erected, should be “for the use of Spiritualists as. |
body?’ Their position, in fact seems to be clearly stl
out in the letter reproduced below from “Unity.”—Ed.]
UNITY ESSENTIAL TO

SUCCESS.

Dear Sir,—
The Spiritualistic organisations of the city of Mel
bourne, who are the champions of an unpopular moved
ment, and the antagonists of error, are doubtless doing
good work and, consequently, are deserving of the earnest
support of all truth and freedom lovers. But for lack of
unity and concerted action, much of the good done is neu
tralised. They who asP* re
be teachers, or leaders, i®
any great cause should be prepared to sink personal ajW
private considerations far the general good. The solidity
and height of a building is determined by the depth an®
strength of its foundation. If these Spiritualists wish t®
raise an edifice that will be an honour to posterity and 3
power for truth in the community they must see that W
base on which they build is firm. It would he much
ter to have one united progressive Society in Melboutfl<
than several inefficient ones.
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unity obviously rests with the
IS IT RIGHT TO COMMUNICATE ?
Ivatlvts of the various Spiritualistic orgumsutions.
I hey
should impress upon their members the urgent need of a
tsrge central building, the ownership of which would he
The Rev. C. Drayton Thomas, in a recent address
equally- shared by the Melbourne Spiritualists The sep
at
Bromley, England, dealt with the question, “Is
arate building funds now in hand could be—with great
Rtih to all the Societies concerned transferred to one it right to communicate with the dead?” lie said
general account. For this purpose, a committee, repre the dead would not let them do so unless they
sentative of the various organisations concerned, should
be appointed at the earliest possible date. W ere this ob wished it, and the question should therefore be,
ject attained, contributions towards the new centralised “Is it right that the dead should communicate with
building fund would flow in freely, as supporters of the us?’’ They could not evoke or compel spirits. The
Spiritualistic cause would then feel that they were helping only thing they knew was that if they fulfilled cer
to build up a live united organisation.
At present many sympathisers arc withholding their tain conditions and so opened the door to their
contributions, as they feel they cannot conscientiously friends on the other side they would find them quite
give to a cause that is to’ a great extent, divided against willing and eager to communicate with those in
itself, and which lacks efficiency, and is weak in organisa
tion. No great forward movement is possible while each this world, who could, in turn, communicate with
Society is working, more or less, in opposition to the their friends. Further., he would say, it was not
other. If the Spiritualistic units of Melbourne were to only permissible to do that, but also highly desir
link up, as above suggested, they would very soon lie the able. Certainly it was permissible. Our Lord did
possessors of a hall, from which base they could collec it, St. Paul did
and most of the New Testament
tively operate and, speaking with one voice, make them
writers
did
it,
s
hey were following a safe lead.
selves heard to greater effect than they can hope to do in
He (the speaker)
d been doing it for four years,
their present disunited condition.
,
The time for action is now. The conditions are favor and he was nevei happier or healthier or more in
able for a great advance. Let us hope that the leaders love with God and his fellow-men than he was at
and members generally of the Melbourne Spiritual Socie
ties have ‘sufficient disinterestedness and clearness of vis present.
ion to throw overboard personal and party considerations
for the general good and for the advancement of truth.
Yours, etc.,
“UNITY.”
THE MANNA OF THE BIBLE.
We have received a further donation of £5 from Mrs.
Mann towards the Terry Memorial Fund.
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SPIRITUALISM

IN

HOBART.

----------- ----------------In the article contributed to the June issue of this jour
nal by Mrs. Daniell, of Melbourne, on “Spiritualism in
Hobart,” she stated that “the Press appears to be against
any kind of occult work and publishes any article against
Spiritualism,” whilst “the clergy, headed by the Bishop,
speak openly and very decidedly against it.”
Mrs. Cranstoun, of Sandy Bay, Hobart, writes to the
effect that some of Mrs. Daniell’s comments were “written
under a wrong impression, easily to be understood in a
visitor.” She adds that a section of the Press treats the
subject of Spiritualism in a very fair spirit, and one paper
in particular, “published a full account of a lecture given
by Miss Grylls a Spiritualist lecturer from England, who
gave a series of lectures just before Mrs. Daniell’s visit."
As to the clergy, one of them said in a sermon that “he was
ashamed of the way the Church in Australia had treated
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,” whilst the “Church New^,” adds
Mrs. Cranstoun, “published a letter of mine in favor of
Spiritualism, written against an “Argus-like” attack from
a Northern correspondent.
Our “Hobart Society for
Spiritual Progress’ had to discontinue the sejni-public
meetings, owing to the passing on of our Hon. medium,
one of the best and most spiritual it has ever been my
privilege to sit with. There is, however, a good deal of
useful propaganda work being done in a quiet way, and,
thanks to Mrs. Crow, the private cifclc founded many
years ago, is still continued, to the great happiness of
those whose privilege it is to attend. The allusion to sup
posed evil influences from the far off convict days, is the
most difficult to understand. Neither resident nor visi
tor has ever felt such a thing. At Port Arthur, where the
associations are naturally strong, it might be possible.
Hobart, however, is a long way from there. I must not
conclude without saying that we were grateful to Mrs.
Daniell for her visit and appreciated the help she gave us.”
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“ SOUTH AFRICAN SPIRITUALIST.”

I

Spiritualism is making such rapid headway in South
Africa that the Spiritualist Union, which held its Third
Annual Conference at Kimberley in March last has just
launched out on an enterprising venture by publishing a
monthly journal "devoted to the Philosophy, Teachings
and Phenomena of Spiritualism.’’ The first number made
its appearance in April and is a very creditable initial
effort. The price is fid, and it is printed on such expen
sive paper that we are not surprised to read that "the cost
of production is very heavy—-more than double the six
pence charged for it I”, A Sustentation Fund, however, has
been opened, and each Society in the Union is expected to
contribute liberally to the up-keep, We heartily congra
tulate our South African friends on this forward move,
particularly Mr. L, Lloyd, President of the Union, and Mr.
Round Saunderson, the editor of the magazine, and cor
dially wish the journal an abundant measure of success.

The feeding of the children of Israel upon manna
from Heaven during their 40 years of wandering in
the wilderness en route to the land of Canaan, as
related in the Bible, is not mere poetry and does not
record a miracle. This is the conviction of Oscar
S. Heizer, American Consul at Jerusalem. In an
official report Consul Heizer states that manna is
found now in the regions of Upper Mesopotamia
and Kurdestan, and along the Persian frontier. It
falls, he says, in the form of dew during September,
October, and November, and lodges upon the leaves
of dak trees. Immediately after falling the manna
hardens and assumes the form of a grain. Early
in the morning before the heat- of day it is gathered
by spreading sheets under, the trees, which are
Shaken. The manna is then collected, and stored
for winter to be used as a food, or shipped to Bagdad
■ for sale in the bazaars.

THE

BIBLE

AND

MIRACLES.

1

. To read tile Bible and close one’s eyes to the miracu
lous is'an impossible task.
It has testified these two
thousand years to,the reality and immanence of the un
seen worlds; angels continually appear and vanish from
its pages, clairvoyance, clairaudience, and many other of
the phenomena vouched for by Spiritualism are repeatedly
met with. There are still some who will have death the
end of all things, and the aviator the only being beyond
the earth’s surface; hut such will find no warrant in the
sacred Books. There are others who will believe that
prodigies happened1 then, but assert that they never hap
pen now; they are like the many sick folk of Galilee, who
died of their diseases because they had not “faith to be
Healed.” Many are weary with crying that they have seen
these things, but they “seem unto them •as those who
mocked.”—“The Wonders of the Saints,” by the Rev. F.
Fi.elding-Ould, M.A., obtainable at the office of “The Har

binger of Light.”

A NEW BOOKLET.
Copies of the booklet,. “The Way. The Truth, and
The Light.” by Mr Chas. Downs, 2 Merchant Street.

Stanmore, Sydney, a notice of which appeared in
the June issue of this journal, may be obtained from

the author, or from the office of “The Harbinger of
Light,” price, 3/-, postage, Id,
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THE “PETER PAH” OUTLOOK ON LIFE.
THE INNER ORGANISATION OF THE UNIVERSE.
By VICTOR E.

CROMER.

There are two phases of the ideas relating to the
existence of fairies that should be taken well to heart
by all students of spiritual things.
The first of
these aspects is implied in the idea of the “Teter
Pan” outlook on lif6——the outlook that scorns the
hard-shelled materialism that sees only the dull,
drab external side of things; that looks upon the
woods as so many ugly old trees, and home as so
much bricks and mortar.
That materialism we
must cast aside in favor of the outlook that sees
the woods peopled with fairy forms, that sees
Nature thrilling through all things; that sees the
hand of God. and of the myriads of God’s creatures.,
vibrating through every gnarled limb and twisted
tree-trunk; that sees the home filled with love
fairies ever urging us to radiate love vibrations
upon mother, husband, wife, and child. The out
look that sees joy and beauty in all things, and the
soul that responds to all inner impulses and the in
fluxes of spiritual realities.
How often do we scandalise the little fairies
peeping out upon us by our obtuseness, or “com
monsense,” our gravity, when our whole life might
be filled with joy and gladness, when we might, by
radiating a different atmosphere, set the pipes of
Pan playing around its, and hear perhaps the thrill
ing music of the spheres, and be surrounded by
loving, joyful, playful influences that will drive all
our cares away in the sunlight of the joyous life,
giving the fairy touch to all our actions. When
one thinks of. the many people whose main thought
is self-interest, or pride, or snobbishness, and who
repel with their materialism, one looks at them
pityingly, and thinks, “What you lack is the kiss of
the fairies in your lives; what you need is some
thing of the irresponsible joy of self-forgetfulness,
the divine inflowing of the fairy spirit of joy and
happiness that will lift you out of the rut of selfish
ness.”
And Truth, that wondrous spirit that hovers over
all, is verily stranger than fiction, for in reality the
world is peopled with wonderful’fairy forms, with
marvellous orders of beings that man does not yet
see or understand, but which one day he will under
stand. Thus,1 then, to be caught up in the spirit of
joy of Nature and of God, is the Peter Pah outlook
on life.
BEHIND

THE

SCENES.

Our second aspect of fairyland is the realisation
that there is a vast inner organisation necessary for
the working out of the scheme of evolution in
which we are all involved. The materialist looking
at the world is. like a playgoer watching a piece
being performed upon the stage'. He sees the play
going on before the footlights^ and does not realise
the immense amount of work that is going on be
hind the scenes to make' the play upon the stage
possible. The materialist sees only the world upon
its external side, and says, “This is all there is.”
He does not realise, and will not See, that there is
necessarily more going on behind the scenes than
upon the stage. This world is a scheme of evolu
tion, set going by divine wisdom, and what we see
on the material plane is only the stage upon which
the scheme works, but we do not see the whole
organisation which enables that scheme to move
on harmoniously and rhythmically:

' 1

FAIRYLAND,
11

fust as a child in one of the lower grades at
does not realise that behind the lessons that it h
learning is the whole organisation of the Education
Department, and that what it is learning, however
irksome it may appear to the child, has behind it
the combined wisdom of all the leading authorities
on education, past and present, likewise, the IcssohM
we are learning in this world have behind them the
accumulated knowledge of the higher beings who
have charge of us, and the Divine \\ isdom to draw
upon in the last analysis.
The forces that are operating behind the scenes
of this world’s evolution are the forces that make
life possible upon this earth. “()rder is heaven s
first law,.” so it is said, and the unseen organisation
of the universe enables the whole scheme of evolu
tion to move forward on lines of law. and not of
chaos. And on the spiritual side of life vast orders
or races of beings are required in order that the
evolution of the material world may go on steadily,
as the “Light of Asia” says:—
This |is its mark upon the things ye see.
The unseen things are more—
Men’s hearts and minds, the thoughts of peoples
And their ways and will,
These, too, the great law binds.
The organisation of the universe on the inner
side is vast and complete, and we read in the Bible,
“The watcher over Israel neither slumbers nor
sleeps.” Therefore, if we once get into our minds
a sane, sound, clear conception of an ordered uni
verse. working on lines of law, and that we are
units in a vast scheme of evolution, the object of
which is to lift our lives, in course of time, to stu
pendous heights of wisdom and knowledge—for
“The soul of man is immortal, and its future is the
future of a thing whose growth and splendour have
no limits”—then we will never sink back into
materialism again.
FAIRIES

AND

THEIR

WORK.

Having got this conception of an ordered uni
verse, we can get back to the subject of fairies and
their work.
The conception of Cupid by the
ancients was not far from the truth, for there are
several races of fairy beings who govern the whole
realm of human love, and influence human beings in
various directions. It is the work of these little
influences to bathe in the magnetic radiations of
lovers, to unite the auras of those whose destiny it
is to marry, to assist in the great work of perpetuat
ing the human race. They have an important func
tion to perform, directed as they are by higher in
telligences, from which arises the idea that “map
riages are made in heaven.” There little love-fairies
crowd round those whom it is their duty to sup
round, and if we but realised it we could let otif
hupian loves develop on much richer and purtf
lines if once we worked with the spiritual force?
governing this aspect of human evolution.
There is another group of fairies whose work it
is to help in the building of the human bodies, and i
who surround the expectant mother like a flock oi
little busy bees as they go about their work, seeing
that no atom is built into the little body that wilt

not be of service to the one who is in due course
to be born. And how much better bodies we could
assist in the production of if we only understood
how to work with the spiritual forces, and by pW
thought and pure food provide the ideal condition'
to enable the ministrations of the unseen intell
'
*
gences to be successful. Our bodies are not the
result of accident, but are the outcome of the diving
wisdom working through matter, and aided
many forms of intelligences, who have various
I
tions to perform. What the medical man wouM

1

chH '* "pht siologieal process” is in reality the re>uh of spiritual intelligence operating through the
l»h\ siologicfil functions.
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TOUCH

WITH

THE

FAIRIES.

Now, the fairies are considerably below the
human being’ in intelligence, and so there is a diffi
culty, even when one sees the fairies, of getting a
message from them that will be intelligent. Some
of mv recent experiments have been with the
object of getting a message from the fairies, and
one particular incident will be of interest as show
ing the possibilities, as well as the limitations, of
this form of investigation.
There were two of us
working together, and we saw a group of fairies
of the Brownie type playing in a large tree, and
several' were sitting- straddle-legged on a large
horizontal branch.
They looked like funny little
old men. dressed in dark brown jumper and tight
pants, with a peaked cap on their heads. I tried
to isolate one and get a message from him, and
after a while this message was given to me through
the friend with whom I was working—“Our work
is mostly play, but we have work to do also.” Then
he gave this little couplet:—
We live and learn of enchantment true,
We live and learn of skies of blue.
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That was all the message we could get from him,
but it will be seen that in a way it summarises, at
least, the work of the Brownies or forest fairies,
because of its irresponsibility on the One hand, and
its realisation that even in th^ir play they were ful
filling a great function in the scheme of things.
For in their play they were instilling a living mag
netism into everything with which they came in con
tact, and so they made all Nature sing. Just as the
bees in quest of honey, help the flowers to grow
and the fruit to form,; and the process of germina
tion to be assisted, so the fairies, in playing around
the trees, the flowers, and every other department
of Nature, are fulfilling necessary functions in the
scheme of things. They stimulate the vital cur
rents in all things. And each different race of
fairies has a different aspect of Nature to vitalise.
Thfe air fairies, for instance, have a mighty work
to do in cleansing the atmosphere, in vitalising it,
and in the great work of renewal of atmospheric
conditions. Were this work to cease, life would
perish from the earth, and if by evil influences from
man on a large scale, as in the late war, the work is
interfered with, plagues are generated, which can
only he overcome by these spiritual-forces once
more gaining control of their realms, and the bal
ance being restored.
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THE

CHURCH
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AND THE
SCRIPTS.
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VALE

OWEN

----------------

At the invitation of the Vicar of St. Thomas’
Church, Regent Street, and of the Rev. Clarence
May, Mr. H, W. Erigholm addressed a representa
tive gathering of the congregation at a special
meeting held in the Vestry Hall in Kingly Street,
his subject being the Vale Owen Scripts. The ad
dress tnade a remarkable impression, and it is not
able that as a great number, of people were unable to
obtain admission, an overflow meeting had to be
held in an adjacent hall, both of which were addres
sed by Mr. Engholm. The questions put by the
audience, amongst which were several clergymen,
showed the intense interest and the earnest desire
on the part of Church people to know more of the
subject and to gain some first-hand knowledge con
cerning the genesis of the famous Scripts. We can
not but admire the broad-minded attitude of the
Vicar of St, Thomas’s and of the Rev. Clarence May
*
who flow realise that they have many sympathers
amongst their fellow ministers.—“Hight.”

PRESENTATION

TO

MRS

STABLES.

A pleasant social evening was recently given by Mrn J,
W. Stables at Dustin’s rooms, ’Wellington. New Zealand;
Vocal and elocutionary items were rendered by Messrs.
Norman El Aitken, T. Touhy, 0. Blackie, and Stewart
Nelson, which were warmly applauded. Mrs M. Tracy
supplying the accompaniments. 'The main feature of the
“evening” was the presentation to Mrs Stables of an ex
quisite diamond ring, donated by her many friends, as a
token of their high esteem, and in recognition of her vol
untary services at the New Century Hall, in the capacity
of president of the National Association of Spiritualists.
The presentation was made by Mr Rudell, who made a
few remarks appropriate to the occasion, which were ably
responded to by Mrs Stables.

REPORTS

OF

/

SOCIETIES.

VICTORIA
VICTORIAN

ASSOCIATION

OF

SPIRITUALISTS.

The V.A.S. Committee is pleased to report good progress in
all branches of the Association’s work. The classes under
the Leadership of Mrs. Askew and Mrs. Bryning are doing
good work and many of the students are unfolding their
spiritual gifts. The Public Developing Circle, held at the
Masonic Hall on alternate Sunday afternoons, under the
Leadership of our President (Mr. E. O. Jones) is also doing
good work, and Spiritualists generally are invited to join and
help the other students. The fortnightly Mediums’ Meetings
are still drawing crowded congregations, and the following
Psychics have helped during the past month, Mesdames’Bryn
ing, Alderwick, Divers, Eaton. McDonald, Wall, Doutch, Wale,
Werber, Mahoney. Goode, Madam Orion. Miss Gledhill, Mrs.
Bracken, Messrs E. O. Jones, W. Wood, Windlow, Howell,
Harris, T. Wood, Shephard. Morrison and many other visit
ing Psychics.
The Sunday evening services are still well attended.
Mr.
E. O. Jones has occupied the platform on three Sundays and
has dealt with the subject of Mediumship from its many
aspects, answering the “Table Talk” articles and giving For
tune Telling from the Bible. Mrs. McDonald gave readings
after Mr. Jones’ lecture, and Mrs. Divers also assisted. The
soloists for the month have been Mrs Hoskins and Mrs Holt,
The honorary organists, Mr McDonald, Mrs. Hoskins and Mr
Francis; have rendered good music during the Sunday ser
vices, Mr Bloomfield has attended two Anniversary services
at Ascot Vale and Footscray. and given the Anniversary ad
dress and also held a Memorial Service at Footscray for the
late sister, Nurse Muir. His services are being sought all
round for special services, .and his time is always well occu
pied;
Mrs Harpef, honorary librarian, reports good work by the
Ladies’ Committee and that the library members are growing
in numbers, which speaks well for the V.A.S. The Committee
strives to feed the people spiritually without thinking what
the financial result will be. The V.A.S. has done, and is
doing, more real propaganda work than any other Association
in the colonies. We send literature free all over Australia
and New Zealand, South Africa and many other parts of the
world.
The. Health Readings number over 3.000 sitters for the
past 12 months ending May 30 th.
“The Harbinger of Light” is still sought after well, and
our sales keep up to high water mark.
M. J. BLOOMFIELD, Hon. Sec.

MELBOURNE PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALISTIC LYCEUM.
The morning' services have been patronised fairly well and
have proved both interesting and instructive, The afternoon
mediums' gatherings have been fully attended, and the thanks
of all are due to those ladies and gentlemen who give their
services so ...generously
_______ _ to spread the truths of Spiritualism.
A pleasant Sunday afternoon on 30th ult proved a great
success. .A musical programme of high standard was rendered
by Miss Croft, and Miss Brafield, with Miss Burford at the •
piano. The lecture was delivered by Mr. Chappell which
proved an intellectual feast. Our thanks are tendered to the
Theosophical Society for placing Mr. Chappell’s services at
our acceptance-, and to the gentleman himself for helping us
so efficiently.' We are also indebted to the same Society for
the appearance oh our platform of Miss Cunningham, F.I.S.,
who handled her subject. “The Place of the Masters in Evolu
tion,” in a very capable and instructive style.
Our sincere thanks are also due to Mrs J. Allaway for her
assistance and messages at the evening and afternoon ser
vices. The Band of Hope is flourishing and keen interest is
taken in its welfare. Some of our children are now perform
ing in various items at the Annual Competitions of the Band
of Hope Union in which we wish them all success.
We are
pleased to state that further subscriptions are to hand to
further the Building Fund; and if each one will shoulder a
little of the burden, it will make the Terry Temple a reality.
We wish the Editor and his valuable journal every success,
and hope that the growth of Spiritualism and the journal
circulation will go hand in hand.
C. H. LUMLBT, Recorder.

CHURCH OF SPIRITUAL RESEARCH.
Since our last report we have had a very successful time.
Our meetings have been largely attended, a full hall every
Sunday being our experience. The addresses delivered by our
Speaker Mr J. M. Muorey. are listened to with great atten
tion. whilst our afternoon sessions have also been well atten
ded. The workers are all honorary, and nearly all are the
pupils of our own church. We are endeavouring to keep our
services on a sound, commonsense footing, and our philosophy
to fit the daily life of our people.
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OCCULT

CHURCH

OF

VICTORIA.

We are pleased to report very satisfactory progress. The
services during the month have been well attended and good
work done. Miss Lambrick and Mrs Daniells gave excellent
lectures the first two Sundays. We then had the pleasure of
welcoming Mr. A. Hosford-Herbert for the first time; his
address was well delivered and appreciated, and Mrs Herbert
was, as usual, well received. Mr. T. J. Hlghett’s lecture on
The Birth, Death, and: Resurrection, was ably given, and he
lias won the respect of all. The' organ so generously given by
him is a ‘great acquisition to our' Church.
Our Leaden, Mrs. Boden, has visited the Ballarat Society;
they are making steady progress, but good spiritual speakers
are needed and invited to help carry on the good work.
M. A- BODEN, Hon. Sec.

FOOTSCRAY

SPIRITUAL

CHURCH.

We have to report good progress, many strangers being
welcomed into our midst. On the first Sunday of the month,
Mr. Miller again visited the Ballarat Society; our platform
being in charge of Mr. E. Love. Ws have had the assistance
of Messrs Wilson, Woods, Smith, Stead, Heffernan, Miller, and
Mrs Heffernan who kindly gave their services for the cause.
On -the 12th June we held our Seventh .Anniversary in the
Victoria Picture Theatre and it was a pronounced success. The
speakers were Mr.Edgar Tozer (in the chair), and Mr. Bloom
field (whose discourse was greatly appreciated), Mr Jack
Cohan and Mr Taylor. Mr Miller gave Very convincing tests.
We- regret to have to report the passing to the higher life
of Mrs Muir, who was a very ardent worker for the cause of
Spiritualism. Our sympathy is with her sorrowing family..
“The Harbinger Of Light” is still going well, and we wish
the journal every possible success.’
A. STEAD, Recorder.

"

NEW
SPIRITUAL

SOUTH

SCIENTISTS’

WALES.
SOCIETY,

SYDNEY.

The services during the past month have been well sup
ported. Among others who have occupied the platform are
Mr J. Oates, Mr S. E. Bradford, Mr B. Johns, Mrs Twelvetree,
Mrs Hoskins, Mrs Gardiner, Miss J. Miller and Miss Cole.
The address delivered have been of a most uplifting and help
ful character.
*
A new platform, in course of erection, will be dedicated to
the cause of Truth by Mr S. E. Bradford on June 26th. The
construction of the platform, has been voluntarily undertaken
by the Vice-President, Mr Rawes. The finished structure will
not only add attractiveness, to the Hall, but will be highly
appreciated by our exponents and demonstrators.. Our warm
est thanks are. accorded to Mr Rawes for his tabor of love,
and also to the President (Mr. G. Nettleton) who has assis
ted in the enterprise.
H. V.. MASKELL, Recorder.

LEINSTER SPIRITUAL LYCEUM, COOK’S RIVER.
Since our last report- much good work has been accompli
shed and much interest aroused amongst the appreciative
audiences gathered to hear the illuminating discourses
given through our leader-; Mrs Cross-Turner.
The Thursday night service continues to attract large
audiences .of those needing medical attention, and that, com
bined with the large number seeking
*
attention throughout the
week, has so overtaxed Mrs Cross-Turner’s strength, that she
has been obliged to take.a holiday to Queensland to recruit
her health. We sincerely pray that she may be speedily re
stored to health and vigor.
Our Lyceum continues satisfactory. On the 1.2th June a
Special Service was held to bid Madame Langdon farewell on
her departure to open a Spiritual Church at Lismore. Mr.
Wyllie delivered an Instructive address and Madame Lang
don presented the awards to the winners of an essay for
scholars on “The Lyceum, its aim and objects.” We cordially
wish this earnest worker in the cause every success in her
venture. In the evening the Council of the Spiritualist
Church of New South Wales occupied the platform and our
thanks are due. to them for a pleasant and instructive even
ing, during the course of which a presentation of a Demon
strator’s Certificate was made to Mrs A. Hopkins, who suit
ably responded.
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defence of pure Spiritualism and our grateful
Editor for valuable advice received.
W. T. LTNGWOOD-SMITH. Recorder.

ST. JOHN’S

SPIRITUAL

CHURCH,

ADELAIDE.

The following is the list of officers for the year. June 1921
to .Tune 1922: President, Mrs Duncan; Vice-Presidents, Mrs
Watson and Mr T. Booker; Trustees, Mr Booker. Mr Vincent
and Mrs Duncan; Treasurer, Mr Horrocks: Librarian Mr L.
Duncan; Secretary, Mr F. H. W. Church; Finance Committee)
Mrs Campbell, Mrs Stephenson, and Miss Radcliffe; Social
Committee, Mrs M. Egan, Miss Gilbert, Mrs Horrocks and Mrs
Ellary.

QUEENSLAND.
DRISDANE

SPIRITUAL

CHURCH.

We are very pleased to report excellent progress during the
last month, Mr Bailey is at present with us, and is drawing
crowded audiences, so great that we were forced to take
Cook’s Picture Palace in order to accommodate the crowds of
anxious investigators. Our platform has been given entirely
over to him during his stay with us, and we have had a num
ber of successful seances.
,
We held our Bazaar on the 4th June and had a very suc
cessful time, notwithstanding the showry nature of the wea
ther, all pleased to further the building fund.
Our membership roll is steadily increasing; new members
are regularly being enrolled, in fact our Church is growing
rapidly and all are eagerly looking forward to the erection of
our new Church.
We all join heartily in wishing great success to all
Churches and Societies, and our beautiful journal “The Har
binger of Light.”
W. J. KERLIN, Secretary.

NEW
DANNEVIRKE

ZEALAND.

SPIRITUALIST

CHURCH.

The movement in this town is making good progress under
the leadership of Mrs A. Rhodes, who commenced a term of
engagement with us on Sunday; Sth May. This lady’s work
has been much appreciated, and in consequence of this the
attendances at our Sunday services have been very good.
We are slowly adding to our membership list, and look for
ward to a most successful time during Mrs Rhodes’ term
with us.
Our Developing Class, held on Friday evenings, shows, great
promise, and we hope in the future to have some of our local
people assisting with the work of the Church in the interests
of the cause. We have now withdrawn from the New Zea
land National Association of Spiritualist Churches and are
working away on our own in. the meantime.
With best wishes for the continued success of “The Har
binger of Light.”
ARTHUR H. KERB, Hon. Sec.

DUNEDIN SPIRITUALISTS’ CHURCH, . (Reg.)
Miss R. Burgess finishes her six months engagement with
us in June, during the whole of which term she has worked
in harmony with the members and given every satisfaction
as an earnest worker. This completes her second term with
us. and the best wishes of the members will go with her. In
her future engagements.
Our Church is making steady progress, and we expect to
have new speakers available from now onwards. The first of
these will be Miss N. Risley, of Melbourne, who is expected
to commence, a short seasort here at the end of June.
W. S. LOGAN, Secretary;

SPIRITUAL SCIENTISTS
*

CHURCH, CHRISTCHURCH.

B. P. SKILLICORN, Recorder.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
I

—-------------

ORDER

OF

LIGHT

(Incorporated)

Since our last report much good work has beep accompli
shed- Brothers Simpson, Mills, Wilson, and Hippersley for
med themselves into a busy-bee and built several forms for
the church meetings. The meeting are always full of earnest
seekers after true Christian Spiritualism. Our President (the
Rev. Lily Lingwood Smith) does not pander to the materialist
but always welcomes the soul-seeking for “The Priae of the
Higher Galling.” Her Christian spiritual addresses can al
ways command a good audience. She has received help with
addresses by Mr Lowe, Mr Murchle and Dr. Clark Nleoli, their
delineation being highly appreciated.

We are pleased to report steady progress, Mrs L. Stone |
still our Speaker, her term having been extended. She is <■
of the ablest exponents of Spiritualism that we have had 1
our midst.
The Annual Meeting for the election of officers was hew
on May the 4th, when the following was elected: Mr Tf. »
Robson. President; Mr J. G. Yager and Mr W. Brown, Vie
*
Presidents; Mrs A, E. Austin, Treasurer: and Mrs Yager, Sec
retary (re-elected); Mr Brown also acting as Librarian. W
Report and Balance Sheet showed the Society to have great
*’
advanced, both financially and in membership. The tneette®
was very enthusiastic, and a strong committee was elected ®
carry oh the work for tl\e ensuing year. Several matters
taining to. better organising and management were diseuswj
*
and adopted. Votes of thanks to officers for past servK
*
were passed and. responded to.
Wishing “The Hartfinger of Light” continued success.

E. YAGER, Hon. S«
*

I
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The postage mentioned in each instance is for the Commonwealth of Australia and Hew Zealand. DOTTBtB these
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To keep abreast of the wonderful Psychical Phenomena occurring in the world to-day, one must read InosssMtly
Works of this character are almost monopolising the British and American markets, and m desire is te keep oer supporters supplied with all the latest literature available on these transcendent developments, as supplied by the 1«sfllTi<
Scientists and other Intellectuals on the other side of the world.
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Please Note the Address:—“The Harbinger of Light,” Austral Buildings, 117 OolUns Street, Melbourne—juvt opposite
the Independent Church.
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By WALTER J. KILNER, B.A., M.B. (Cantab.)
M.R.C.P. Late Electrician to St. Thomas’ Hospital.

With 225 Illustrations on Art Paper.

With 64 Illustrations of Human Auras.

BY

BARON VON SCHRENCK-NOTZING
PRACTISING PHYSICIAN IN MUNICH.

TRANSLATED

BY

E. E. FOURNIER d’ALBE, D.Sc.’ (Lond. and Birm.)
Author of “The Electron Theory,” “Two New Worlds,
“New Light on Immortality,” etc.

success to .all
journal ‘‘The Har-

FIRST EDITION

SRLIN, Secretary.

5?

(3,000 COPIES)

HTHIS monumental work is a monograph, on one particu

I,

lar phase -of mediumship, that of “materialisation”
or “teleplastics.’’ The author, a. well-known worker in
the scientific investigation of mjediumistic phenomena,
was fortunate enough to be able to study at great" length
the materialisations produced by a French medium whom
he designates as Eva C. and to corroborate her pheno
mena by comparison with other mediums.
The experiments took place in Paris and Munich, and,
they were distinguished by the lavish use of photography'
as an aid to the memory and as a safeguard against hal
lucination, The conditions under- which the photographs
were obtained leave nothing to be desired in the way of
strictness, and the whole work, which gives for the first
time a thoroughly satisfactory proof of the actual’occur
rence of these strange phenomena, cannot fail to exert a
profound influence upon the development of thought, more
especially in the regions of Biology and Philosophy.
This translation contains rriuch fresh matter by the
Author, and many new photographs.
Price, £2/2/-, postage, 1/-.__________________ ;___
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REV. G. VALE OWEN’S SPIRIT MESSAGES.
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XK~~XK

(THE AURA)

A CONTRIBUTION TO THE
INVESTIGATION OF MEDIUMISTIC
TELEPLASTICS.

CHURCHi .

READING

SEND YOUR ORDERS TO “THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT,” 117 COLLINS ST.. MELBOURNE.
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HAND.

The Rev. G. Vale Owen who received these messages
has, since their publication in the “Weekly Dispatch,”
been the recipient of thousands of letters from every
part of the world. These letters alone indicate the enor
mous interest of a vast public. Never before has it been
recorded that hundreds of thousands of British people
have week by week sustained an ever-growing desire to
read and discuss writings of the lofty, and uplifting power
/.of these messages, which the Vicar of Orford, Lancashire,
states he received from Beings who are now living the
life to which we are all some day destined.
The communications in Book II “The Highlands of
*1 Heaven,” are complete in themselves and are all gives by
one who calls himself ZabdieL They were received by
Mr. Vale Owen during some 37 sittings in the vestry of
the Parish Church at Orford, and altogether amount to
about 60,000 words, the sustained grandeur and beauty of
ft' expression of which cannot fail to make a strong appeal

Ti—
e—read
——them.
u —
•
s* v’all
who
xirsw
‘
..........
Intending purchasers should secure their copy at once.
jPrice, 8/6; postage, 4d.

There are few subjects of greater interest to the inves
tigator of psychical phenomena than that of the human
aura, the mysterious magnetic envelope that surrounds the
body and which assumes various forms and colors in ac
cordance with the physical, moral and spiritual condition
of the individual. Clairvoyants throughout the ages have
assured us of its presence, but it has remained for Dr.
Kilner to demonstrate its existence by scientific methods
and thus prove that which the Clairvoyants could only
assert to be true.
This exceedingly interesting and important work des
cribes in detail how the discovery was made by the use
of chemically-prepared glass screens, and how they can
be utilised by medical men for diagnostic purposes. The
observations extended over a number of years, during
which auras of all phases and colours were rendered visible
to .the physical eye and their peculiarities noted.
What this discovery may lead to, only time can show,
The French Scientists have pronounced it to be “most
important,” Dr. Rene Soudre, lecturing at the International Metaphysical Institute, Paris, declaring that
“abundance of proofs left hardly any doubt as to the
value of the discovery.”
‘ The 64 illustrations add greatly to the interest of the
volume. Price, 14/6; postage, 6d.

THE

PSYCHIC STRUCTURES AT
GOLIGHER CIRCLE.
AN

EPOCH-MARKING

THE

WORK.

By W. J. CRAWFORD, D.Sc.

Dr. Crawford gives in this book an account of further
'experiments, which followed those described in “The
Reality of Psychic Phenomena” and “Experiments in
Psychical Science.”
■ In view of the fact that such great care has been taken
to avoid any possibility of fraud, the results obtained are
worthy to rank in importance with any scientific dis
covery of the nineteenth or twentieth century, and justify
the great interest shown in the previous work of this
capable and gifted investigator.
The psycho-plasmic rods which emanate from the me
dium were seen, felt and photographed, and at the request
of Dr. Crawford the “invisible operators” used them on
many occasions in making impressions on plastic clay.
No fewer than 51 reproductions of very successful photo
graphs illustrate the various processes described in this
absorbing volume, which will undoubtedly rank amongst
the most important works ever issued in connection with
Psychical Research.
No Psychic Library can be considered replete with
out the works of this astute and very thorough scientific:
investigator. Price, 14/6: postage, 5d.
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ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE UNSEEN.
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Pywith life here and in the hereafter.

Price. 2/3;

T g K ^~AT.L OF rKE BE 'f OND.

A thsnuiux booklet. full of consolation and cheer and
ns comfort for the bereaved. Price. 1/6: post-

CHRISTIANITY

AMD

SPIRITUALISM.

5~ Leoti Denis. the well-known French writer whose
-.s ?Jariy works are in demand all over the world.
y~e cowtents include:— The History of the Gospels.
The Secret Doctrine of Christianity. Intercourse with
the DeadThe Xew Revelation.
This work is essentially educational and illumining,
arsd an acQUisition to any library.
Price. •/-: postage. 4<L

HERE

AND

HEREAFTER.

Ey 2Le-:n Denis. Being a Scientific and Rational Solution
@f
ProWew= of Life and Death.
tn able- and luminous account of the phenomena and
doctrines included under the term “Spiritualism.” their
rv-far^on to modern science and their influence on contact.
“A wonderful book, which should appeal to . . . every
intelligent and civilised person, of whatever rank or
nst~f<w«g.Tiry. **—-The Lady.
Price. •/—; postage, 4<L

CHRIST Qi YOU.
—- ■ - is a beautifully-expressed and very inspiring series
■£ messages, peculiarly suitable for sending to friends of
the Orthodox type of mind. It has sold in thousands in
forgot Britain,—20.GOO having already been sold—and beissgs to the higher order of teaching emanating from adt. a—*
sonis.
’Bae Rev. Principal Alexander
nyte, D.D., LLD., says:
-t am sot able. I am not worthy, to write a ‘foreword’ to
such a book. I have not attained te its teachings: nor am
I w-rthrn a thousand miles of them. But I follow after.”
-The Christian Commonwealth" says: “The book ought
to be spread broadcast.”
Price. 3/6: postage. 2d.

SPIRITUAL RECONSTRUCTION.
The
contained in this book are a continuation
th^ communications published in “Christ in .You,’’ and
are equally beautiful and uplifting in expression.
The
tone of Spirituality which pervades them throughout
reaches a very high level, and although simple in lan
guage the contents contain far-reaching truths, the rea--531LLGC. Of which cannot fail to foster the spiritual and
inculcate a desire to help others in the attainment of
th-uee priceless riches which will endure to the end.
Everyone wh0 reads this book will feel the better for
its perusal, and therefore it may be commended to all.
3
rcstage, 2d.

THE GUARDS CAME THROUGH.
Ry Sir A. Conan Doyle. Being a new collection of songs
of war and other verses, including, in addition to the
p»,-m which gives the title to the volume,
Victrix—Those Others——Haig is Moving—The Guns in
Sussex — Yprcs — Grousing — The Volunteer—The Night
Patrol—The Wreck on Loch McGarry—The Bigot—The
Athabasca Trail—Ragtime.
All returned soldiers and their relatives should feel
interested in these poems, and preserve them as a record
of tome of the experiences of the Great War.
Price. 3/-; postage. Id.

An Examination of the Phenomena of Spiritualism ami ot
the Evidence for Survival After Death. By Sir William
F. Barrett. F. R.S.. Professor of Experimental PhySlcs in
the Royal College of Science for Ireland from 18/3 to 1910.
The author gives some new and remarkable evidence
on survival after death obtained independently of any pro
fessional mediums, supplementing in a most striking
manner that adduced by Sir Oliver Lodge in “Raymond.
In an appendix suggestions are given to earnest enquirers
who may wish to obtain evidence for themselves.
This is a standard work of great value, as will be seen
from the following tributes:—
“11 is decidedly the best book of its kind ever issued
in England. . . . Its value lies in the scientific care and
thoroughness with which the author has treated bis sub
ject.”—“American Journal of Psychical Research.”
“Unquestionably one of the few really valuable and
well-balanced books on the subject. It should on no ac
count be overlooked by any who are at all interested, pro
or con, in the subject.”—“Philadelphia Telegraph.’’
“His evidence on the subject of Survival after Death
is most important. We recommend this thoroughly
scientific analysis of phenomena to those who realise the
profound importance of the subject.”—“Contemporary Re
view.”
Price, 10/-; postage, 5d.

HOW TO SPEAK WITH THE DEAD.
A Practical Handbook by Sciens, author of recognised
Scientific Text-books.
Practical instructions for speaking with the dead are
given in this book. As rational men and women do not
. care to enter upon systematic proceedings of any kind
without having some reasonable assurance that a com
mensurate result will follow, it has been thought desir
able to add a general outline of the scientific facts and
arguments on which the certainties of “survival’’ and
“communication” are based.
Some necessary informa
tion as to mediums and communicating is also given', and
the distinction between Speaking with the Dead on the
one hand, and Spiritualism faced by Rationalism on the
other is made clear.
Price, 5/-: postage, 3d.

THERE IS MO DEATH.
By Florence Marryat.
This amazing and phenomenally successful book needs
no introduction to our readers. It has for years held a
prominent place in the phenomena section of Spiritualis
tic literature, and is undoubtedly one of the most t* Br
vincing books of the kind ever published.
In these times moreover, we know of no better valued®
the money
*
—265 pages, strongly bound in cloth;
3/9; postage, 3d.

THE NURSERIES OF HEAVEN.
A Series of Essays by Various Writers concerning th
* I
Future Life of Children, with Experiences of their M.ani-1
testation after Death.
Edited by the Rev. G. Vale Owen and H. A. Dallas.
]
some of Rev, Vale Owen’s Script Messages. Some of
chanters.—Of Such is the Kingdom,' by H. A. Dallas; TM|
Parent and the Child, by the Rev. Thomas Roberts (Yield
of Holt); Is it well with the Child,—It is Well, by Rev. S|
Fielding-Ould (Vicar of Christ Church, Albany street)'
The Dominance of the Spirit, by Dr. Ellis T. Powell (B®'|
ter of the “Financial News”); Children in Spirit Liffr'i
Some observations and Experiences, by David Gow (Edit®!
of “Light”); Do Still-born Children Survive, by JoM
Lewis (Editor. “Psychic Gazette"). Hope and Comforted
Mothers, by Doris Severn; Two Sisters, by Rev. G. Vai
*
Owen: Pages from the Scripts of the Rev. G. Vale Ow®1,
Profits from sale of this book to be given to the
for the Children of Blinded Soldiers.
Price, 7/6; postage. 4d.

