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GEMS OF THOUGHT.

Happiness is always where we find it, 
but rarely where we seek it.

A helping hand at the right moment 
would m e  many from ruin.

Babylon in all its desolation is a  sight 
not so awful as that o f  the human mind 
brains.

The great high road o f  human welfare 
lies along the old highway o f steadfast 
well doing.

Cheerfulness is an excellent wearing 
quality. It has been called the bright 
weather of the heart.

Rich and poor live in like abundance—  
the former in wealth, and the latter in 
hope.— Koxlay.

Every man has his secret sorrows which 
the world knows not; and oftentimes we 
call a man cold when he is only sad.

The strongest friendships have been 
formed in mutual adversity, as iron is 
most strongly united by the fiercest flame.

Hope binds the frame o f man with I 
strong enchantment. T h e  bitterest end 
awaits the pleasure that is contrary to 
right.— Pindar.

This mystery o f  sleep! T his greater 
mystery of waking! If we could fathom 
them we should have fathomed ourselves, 
and life, and death!

Very slight words and deeds may have 
a sacramental efficacy i f  we can cast our 
self-love behind us in order to say or do 
them.— M arian Evan Lewes.

The infinite distance between the Crea­
tor and the noblest o f  all creatures can 
never be measured, nor exhausted by 
endless addition o f  finite degrees.—  
B oitley.

It is comparatively o f  no use to feel 
the desire to do what is right, unless we 
know what is right; and it is o f  little use 
knowing what is right, without the desire 
to do it.— Charles B ray.

As a graceful Mosaic is made by the 
tasteful inlaying and cementing together 
of an almost infinite number o f  little 
stones, so is a saintly life made up o f an 
unbroken chain o f  small acts o f  virtue.

Mb way has been found for making  
heroism easy, even for the scholar. La­
bor, iron labor is for him. T h e  world 
was created as an audience for him; the 
atoms of which it is made are opportuni­
ties.— Emerson.

A  smile costs the giver nothing, yet is 
beyond price to the erring and repenting, 
the sad and cheerless, the lost and for­
saken. It disarms malice, subdues anger, 
turns enmity to love, revenge to kindness, 
and paves the darkest paths with gems o f 
sunshine.

Is it not strange that a  man’s best ideas 
cone to him when he is out o f  teach of 
pencil and paper ? and lastly, is it not 
«range that so many people believe in, 
and would actually fight for, that which 
they have not the least particle o f  evi­
dence as ever having existed? W e hold 
it as a great error to believe anything not 
proven.— Emanuel.

Letter From a  Friend No. 2 and Answer.

F riend  A llyn  :— You say, in your letter of 
October, you have been through skepticism, and 
now rest easy in full belief of another and rather 
better life, dependent much on the use we make 
of this. You, no doubt, have evidence on that 
point, which 1 have not; but what would be con* 
elusive evidence to one person might not be to 
another. I have hoped for a future life, but to 
me the evidence of it is far from being conclusive. 
That is, 1 mean we have no conclusive evidence 
that each person shall retain his personal identity | 
and character in a future life. I can see that 
there is a vital force which pervades all nature. 
This force we call life; and under favorable cir­
cumstances and combinations of material sub­
stances with light, heat, gravity, electricity and 
magnetism, causes organisation of vegetation and 
animals, including man. All animals have sen* 
sation, and seem to have a certain degree of men­
tal organization which is necessary to make them 
take care of themselves. If animals were not 
sensitive to pain and suffering, they would make 
but little or no effort to escape destruction. Men 
who love to whittle would cut off their limbs for 
amusement, others would be burned or frozen to 
death before realizing that they were in danger.

But man is possessed of intelligence superior to 
other animais, which faculty it almost as essen­
tial to the preservation of man as sensation. But 
the office of these faculties seems to be to subserve 
the msterial organization; and it is through and 
by the material organization that these faculties 
and powers are manifested.

When separated from the animal organization, 
these substances or elements of vitality (sensation 
and intelligence) are invisible. And when the 
vital force u  fully spent in the material organize* 
tion, and has brought it to the highest degree of 
perfection it can reach, and has preserved it as 
long as the vital forces can circulate and act 
through it, then the life, sensation and intelli­
gence leavelbe body of organized matter.

And where do they go? The material sub­
stance remains, decomposes -and returns to the 
primordial fountain from whence it came. Hot 
wbst has become of the immaterial, which is and 
ever has been invisible? The natural conclusion 
is that the invisible, like the visible material sub­
stance which composed the man, has returned to 
the primordial fountain from whence it came, and 
has become a part of the great invisible force of 
nature.

But if  it  is true that man retains his individual 
identity and mental organization after the death 
of his natural body, where is his future place of 
abode? and bow long will this future life last? 
And do no other organizations, either animal or 
vegetable, besides man, retain their separate and 
individual identity after decomposition of the or­
ganization of the material substance, in and 
through which they circulated in this life?

You are a  firm believer in evolution. Then 
tell me at what stage in the progress of evolution 
did man or any portion of the human race begin 
to be initiated into a future and higher life? And 
please tell me whether or not all the human race 
of the present day, who put off this mortal coil, 
are transported into the future and higher life?
It looks more reasonable to conclude that the 
notion of and belief in a future life have grown out 
of man’s love o f life and dread of annihilation

It is natural for man to try to build up some 
theory to allay every doubt and fear. And more 
especially are these theories and notions amplified 
and made to prevail when they are taught by 
priests or persons who profess to understand these 
unsearchable mysteries, and make their living by 
teaching  those theories.

I find no evidence in philosophical reasoning 
from nature that man has any future individual 
and separate identity after passing out of this 
mortal coil.

If there is any evidence of a future individual 
existence, it must be in and through the phenom­
ena of what is called Spiritualism. These phe­
nomena I  know but little about; but from what 
little I bave seen and read of them, it seems to 
me they can all be explained on natural princi­
ples, except It be the slate-writing, which is more 
inexplicable than all the rest.

Bat whether the spirit of man retains its iden­
tity in a future life or not is a matter of not very 
great importance to us during our sojourn in this 
life. The great and all important matter for the 
consideration of man in this life is to learn to 
understand and obey the laws which govern hi* 
being and happiness in this life. I can conceive 
of no preparation for a future life other than to 
live in the discharge o f every doty which devolves 
on os in this life. Maiilon  Ro m .

ANSWER.

F r i e n d  R o s s :— A s you have invited 
me to comment freely on your well written 
letter, I  will do so, briefly confining my re­
marks to essential points raised.

If  we go back in the history o f  our 
globe to the time when it was a  seething 
mass of molten mineral, are we possessed 
o f  any powers o f  reasoning by which we 
could have foretold that the surface would 
become the habitat of teeming animal life, 
crowned by intellectual man ?

T his may indicate that our reasoning 
powers may not be quite adequate to grasp 
the entire situation, and tell us what was 
the origin o f  man, or what his condition 
will be when the physical body is shuffled 
o ff.

I f  man has been produced by the con­
scious willing o f  a  benevolent Supreme 
Power, would it not stultify both his good- j

ness and intelligence to suppose that this 
unsatisfactory and tantalizing life is the 
object and end o f human existence ?

But if this all-pervading “  vital force 
we call life "  has ultimated in physical 
man, is that a  sufficient reason for saying 
that a  finer organization simultaneously 
grown with the physical, would not 
escape on the death o f the body, and live 
on in the circumambient ether ?

If  I  understand you aright, you, in 
common with materialists, hold that the 
vital force which pervades all matter has 
produced living and intelligent beings. 
Can something come from nothing ? Can 
a fountain rise higher than its source? 
Can the non-living produce the living, or 
the non-intelligent the intelligent ? The 
facts and philosophy o f Spiritualism teach 
that the spirit world is pervaded by intelli­
gences that existed previous to physical 
organisms, and were their producing cause.

Your positions are not strictly scientific 
in their origin, but suppositions wrought 
out o f your own reasoning, with but a 
slender basis o f observed facts and logical 
deduction therefrom.

In treating this question scientifically 
we must first get our premises by careful 
and laborious observation before we draw 
our conclusions. Thus it was with New­
ton, Harvey and the equally great Darwin 
who circumnavigated the ocean, and spent 
many years in gathering facts from every 
clime before he enunciated the most im­
portant scientific doctrine known to his­
tory.

You ask a  variety of minor questions 
which I should be pleased to answer did 
space permit; but as they have all been 
elucidated in spiritualistic literature, I will 
confine myself to the major Question, 
which is the sameas the one asked in the 
drama of Job three thousand yean ago—
If a man die, shall he live again ?

You say it is not o f much importance 
to settle this question, because all that is 
requisite is to live in the discharge o f pres­
ent duty. But let me ask if we had clear 
evidence of a continuous existence in the 
twilight o f  our surroundings, would it not 
help to fhow us what duty is in many ex­
igencies o f life ? Or if  we were sure of 
meeting our fellowmen, aye ourselves, in 
an enlarged and more enduring sphere of 

j existence, would it not throw around us 
stronger motives to resist temptation, and 
live a correct life here in the body ? 
Would it not help us if  we were fully con­
scious that the main object o f this physical 

I existence, much o f which is pain, is to 
{work out a  character that shall be capital, 
so u> speak, by means of which we shall 
have a joyous and useful existence in 
spirit life ? Spiritualism teaches this les­
son and enforces it with great efficiency. 
Much might be said on this line, but it 
may be better to pass on to consider how 
we can best gain satisfactory evidence on 
this matter.

Skepticism is a condition o f  mind as 
real as the rocks or the mountains, and 
with some mental conditions and habits it 
is nearly as difficult o f removal. In con­
sidering the evidence o f  a future life we 
use sound, practical common sense, as we 
do in other matters, and not expect math­
ematical precision where they do not 
apply. I f  we would not eat our food un­
til it was demonstrated that it was whole­
some and no poison in it, we might starve. 
While cause and effect, logic and sci­
entific principles apply to the psychical 
side o f existences, yet it is so different 
from the material part that addresses our 
senses that some find great difficulty in 
studying its various phases.

It is requisite that one should have an 
earnest desire to leant the truth in the 
case, and be willing to make long efforts 
and sacrifices, as he would to master a 
science.

Some minds are best satisfied with some 
phases of medium ship, and others with 
others. Truly to some minds to attain to 
a peaceful rest in a  belief of a desirable 
future life is a great achievement, and 
should so be regarded. Having selected 
the phase of mediumship best in his case 
to yield satisfactory evidence, let the 

1 seeker not shrink from a liberal patronage 
o f mediums, bearing in mind that be is 

| the one most benefited by the great 
achievement, peace o f mind, or, as some 

I would say, knowledge of these things.
And having started o n  the right track, j  

be not easily discouraged. For the encour­
agement of seekers I will repeat what 1 have 
before said, that when 1 bad fallen into 
the slough o f skepticism and was seeking 
for light I had a seance with a  slate-writing

medium once in three months for six 
years before all doubts left. T he final 
victory was achieved when 1 bought two 
slates, marked them with my knife, had 
them bound and sealed in five places, 
held them in my own hands, heard the 
bit o f pencil write, and got messages from 
five oi my deceased friends 0 nng  evi­
dences o f identity. That was the Water­
loo o f  my skepticism.

I f  the seeker can, it would be helpful 
to read some spiritual literature— say 
Cicero's “  On the Gods;”  Mrs. Crow's 
“  Night Side o f  Nature;”  “  Footfalls on 
the Boundary o f  Another World,”  by K . 
D . Owen; “  Scientific Basis o f  Spiritual­
ism," by Epes Sargent.

True that when you pass out o f  the 
body you will, o f  necessity, learn these 
things by direct observation; but you will 
then realize that you are at a disadvan­
tage, and also the great benefits of study­
ing these things before making the great 
change. Jo h n  A l l y n .

St . H e l e n a ,  Jan. 1 7 , 1888.

Wria«e (or the GoMen Gtite.l

Metaphysics.

As the question, at this time, when the 
condition called Small Pox is current in 
our midst, is that of bow to think in 
order to spiritually rise above it, and, 
as I am happy in doing good whenever I 
can according to my limited conscious­
ness, I answer to an earnest inquirer and 
reader o f  this paper through its columns. 
Metaphysics means beyond the physical 
into the spiritual realm of being, back of 
all sense perceptions; there is the source 
o f all life, which is called spirit. A ll 
forms of life now expressing are symbols 
o f its possibilities, and yet “  the half has 
not been told.”  The attributes o f  spirit are 
Love, Wisdom, and Truth; all other qual­
ities are included in these. God is spirit. 
Now, if love is an attribute, we may, as 
an expression o f love, call it into action.

. So the thought o f  fear, being the opposite 
o f  love, must be overcome in order to 

! protect ourselves physically. When we 
I read among the items o f daily news the 
name of a disease, think “ l  am an expres­
sion o f Spirit, fear is not my thought, for 
God is love, and perfect love and trust 
do not include fear." Fear is weakness; 
overcome it, and we shall triumph over 
disease. Therefore, give disease no place 
in mind, “  for thoughts are things,”  and 
are attracted to their kind, and where 
there is no affinity, there is no blending. 
Think pure thoughts, and pure good 
thoughts will be attracted toward you. 
Have no aversion, do not shudder, or take 
the attitude that expresses dread, as all at­
titudes are psychological and convey our 
thoughts to those about us, though we utter 
no word. Think what we are. In truth, 
in spirit; we are thoughts of life; therefore 
are not subject to anything we do not rep­
resent. Put a thought of Metaphysical 
Truth into the place where aiseased 
thought dwells, arid it will clear the ma­
larial mists from the mind as it flows in, 
bringing warmth and light to dispel all 
shadow and illusion. We are immortal 
souls, and cannot die; sickness is mis­
understanding, is a condition produced by 
thinking “  things are what they seem.”  
God is our life. Good corresponds to God. 
from the source o f all good we must draw 
our thoughts. God is justice, Harmony, 
Peace, and Charity. All things are moved 
by this principle. Think no angry in­
flamed thought to cast its reflection upon 
your body. Filthy thoughts cause like 
conditions. “ Birds o f a feather flock to­
gether; so, like thoughts attract to 
themselves their counterpart. Blear-eyed, 
animal distortions come from anger and 
mole-like perversity. Now we must sub­
ject these lower thoughts to the higher, 
and it will purge and expel by externaliz­
ing, rendering objective, the hidden 
thought that obstructs its way in building 
a  perfect temple for the divine soul to oc­
cupy. Now, we may see that fear causes 
weakness; a recognition o f  disease gives 
it a place in the mind, and when thought 
germs arc seeking a receptacle, if  we 
are harboring a like thought we shall at-1 

. tract the correspondence. “  Fear not.”  | 
! Know thy higher and spiritual self; know 
the qualities and attributes o f Spirit; call 
them into action, as the officer commands 
his reserves to the field. So we may mar­
shal a  host o f  thoughts from the great over­
soul o f all good before whose might and 
power all seeming things will flee away. 
For do not the fog and mists seem real

until the sun's warm ray dispels and chases 
all away ? Come into this Science of 
Spiritual Health and Healing; learn bow 
to think Love, and all things shall be ad­
ded unto you, for God is love, and spiritual 
knowledge will give power over all earth­
ly conditions. “ Truth is mighty and will 
prevail.”

The Cause in Oakland.

Editor or Goldkm O m i

Knowing that evidences of spiritual pro­
gress are always acceptable to your col­
umns, I take the liberty to write some of 
the progressive features of the public 
meetings o f  Oakland, Cal.

Father Curtis, a venerable patriarch 
both in physical maturity and spiritual un- 
foldment, has resided here for many years; 
his spiritual unfoidment prompting him 
to use some o f his material wealth for the 
advancement o f Spiritualism by giving a 
hall to be used freely for its exposition. 
This ball has been used for nearly twenty 
years, and many eminent mediums as well 
as the more bumble have shed the light o f  
the philosophy and the phenomena to the 
public from here, and the light thus shed 
has caused the old hall to fade away into 
2 new one o f  much larger dimensions, to 
accommodate the increasing numbers 
seeking for the truth.

A t Hamilton H all, corner o f  Thirteenth 
street, W. J , Colville ministers to the pub­
lic by giving lectures and metaphysical 
cachings. I f  the numben are not as large 
as could be desired, it is to be remembered 
that not so many people can stand at the 
top of the ladder as at its base.

Another spiritual meeting is in progress 
at Sbattuck H all, corner of Eighth street 
and Broadway, conducted by Mr. H yde. . 
I  attended last Sunday, and found an 
earnest congregation. These meetings 
seems more particularly adapted to the de­
velopment and practice o f  mediums, where 
each and every one can express them­
selves as the spirit guide prompts, though 
the evenings are devoted to local and 
travelling medium speakers. M r. Hyde 
is a pioneer of Spiritualism, and is never 
in his element unless working in the 
cause; and as these meetings, meet the 
demand o f a large number of people in 
Oakland, they are equally successful with 
the others.

I hope soon to be able to write some­
thing in regard to Alameda, but it is eas­
ier to raise the so-called/fead here than 
it is the living.

A l a m e d a ,  C al., January 18th.
L .  M . B a t e s .

Human R ights.

[I. C. Stacie in California Patron,J

Among the inalienable rights o f  man is 
the right to gam an honest living by in­
dustry. Labor to be remunerative must 
be skilled, and every child born on Amer­
ican soil has a  right to the opportunity to 
become a  skillful workman or work­
woman at some useful, profitable occu­
pation; and any community or State that 
foils to provide such an education for the 
native-born, fails in an important duty.

What shall be said then o f a  foreign- 
born element that blocks the way to the 
acquisition o f skilled labor, and drives 
the native-born to want and wretchedness 
in every city in the land ? What will his­
tory say of a people who will permit this 
to be done? T h e time is rapidly ap­
proaching when the cities of America will 
be festering sores on the body politic, un­
less the unjust, unwise policy adopted by 
trades unions to prevent the young from 
learning trades to make themselves self- 
supporting and worthy citizens be aban­
doned. It has been raid that an idle 
bead is the devil's workshop. Add tbe 
saloon as a place o f resort for tbe idle, 
and poverty, disease and crime is tbe 
product.

I f  there were an evil genius seeking to 
dominate this fair country, what plan 
more effectual could he devise ? Creative 
power is divine. Skilled labor is creative. 
No wonder then that labor is the great 

! civilizer.
I Do we love liberty for our country? 
Then let us remove the obstructions, and 
by every means in our power provide 
ways and means to facilitate the acquisi­
tion o f dull in labor.

Doing good is tbe only certainly happy 
action o f  a  man’s life.
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in (or the Golden Ge te. I
Organization.

It has been regarded a misfortune that 
Spiritualists have not organized into 
compact body, for the purpose o f  extend­
ing their belief, but on the contrary stand 
alone, each for himself, receiving little 
support from others. This may be both 
censure and praise. Organization, if  not 
based on wise principles, and having for 
its object noble purposes, may be a curse 
and blight, instead of a help to progress. 
The religious sects are examples of the 
blasting influence of Axed formulae and 
unbending creeds, which put the expand' 
ing mind in a  strait-jacket which it can 
not cast off. T h e individual should be al­
lowed freedom of growth in the direction 
of all his normal faculties.

You may have a forest o f tall trees that 
mutually support each other. They are 
slender in trunk, and the skeleton branches 
are forced high in the air in their struggle 
for the sunlight. As a  forest they are 
beautiful, but as single trees, cramped 
and distorted. ■ I f  you wanted a perfect 
tree, if you were a painter and wished to 
transfer to canvas an ideal tree, oak or 
maple or spruce, you would not select 
one of these. You would go to the 
mountain side where an acorn had a cen­
tury ago been dropped, and thrown its 
roots down into the soil among rocky 
fragments toward the heart of the mount­
ain, and its stem upward seeking the air 
and light. Without support, but without 
hinderance from surrounding companionsL 
it thrust out its arms, as it thrust its roots 
downward, splitting the rocks as they 
penetrated the crevices and seams. The 
mountain clouds wrapped it in a mantle, 
the Winter snows heaped the icy drifts 
above it, the Angers of the bail tore its 
green leaves, and the flerce winds twisted 
its branches. The Summers came to this 
hardy mountain child, and the clouds 
gave it drink, and the dews moistened its 
parched leaves, and it grew higher and 
broader with each returning year, and 
after every storm had spent its fury it 
took new life, and for every limb tom 
away two budded forth, and when the 
lightning rived through its side it healed 
with a scar that gave it new beauty. It 
grew in hardship and trial, and constant 
battle, a  hundred years, and now look at it,

• projected on the clean sky, the mountain 
peaks and shadows, an emblem of strength, 
endurance, self-reliance, perfect after its 
kind, with a breadth' of shade for the 
birds who nest and sing their songs of 
love in its branches, for the wild bee 
wandering home with its stores, and the 
eagle vaulting among the clouds may rest 
his weary pinions on its crest.

This is true of the tree, that for its 
most complete development it requires 
space to stand alone. O f human beings 
it is true only to a degree. They are social 
and demand reciprocal support and are 
intimately co-related. T he greatest pleas­
ure o f having and doing— of attainment 
in any direction— results from the beneAts 
which may be conferred on others. The 
illustration is true in the sphere o f  growth 
in  the direction of all the personal quali­
ties which should expand in individuality, 
and misleads when applied to man’s social 
life. Spiritualists are Spiritualists because 
they dare to stand alone, and isolated 
from the masses. That is the Arst step,

mit to the creed in order to enjoy the 
social life and “  have a home."

It is well known that a vast number 
stand on the borders o f  this condition, 
awaiting some movement to which they 
may become attached; some movement 
which, while it leaves them free as in­
dividuals, will give them the social and 
intellectual life they crave.

The time is fully ripe for action, and it 
is only to be seen if  a scheme can be 
introduced which shall meet the essential 
requirements.

The organizations thus far have been 
patterned after the old forms. T he tonic 
of the new life has been poured into the 
old goat skin bottles, and they have 
been found wanting. T he camp-meetings 
have even fallen behind those of the 
churches. T he local organizations have 
been little more than lecture committees, 
and having no coherence ceased with the 
course o f lectures they assembled to hear. 
T he Progressive Lyceum is the most worthy 
and successful, yet it lacks in universal 
applicability.

If  something like the Chautauqué Circle 
could be inaugurated, which would unite 
all in the pursuit of spiritual and intel­
lectual achievements, with lectures and 
Axed course o f studies, and a yearly meet­
ing for examination and the delights of 
social intercourse, it would be the founda­
tion o f  a vast oiganic movement which 
would grow in the direction of its needs, 
always #neeting the requirements made 
upon it.

It will be received without argument, 
that any “  plan of organization," however 
cunningly framed, must, like all those 
presented in the past thirty years, be im­
practicable. T he old methods can not 
be escaped, and when such plans are 
made binding they become worse than 
those o f the sects, and if not, are ropes of 
sand, which at once fall in twain.

Spiritualists have a science o f life, and 
the necessities of intellectual, spiritual and 
social culture in common. Here they 
can unite with all those o f liberal thought. 
They can on this ground found an asso­
ciation for study and investigation in all 
and every direction. T he rules o f that ¡ 
association may be few and simple at flrstL 
subject to the growth which will result by 
the success o f the movement. Should an 
organization or association spring from 
this foundation, it would have the vitality 
o f  the freshest life, and be completely 
emancipated from old and worn out forms 
and observances.

Letter from a  L ittle  Girl.

Gnostic Reunion.

I am a little girl, nine years old. I am 
living with my grandma,my father's mother. 
My mamma died when I was most two 
years old. Mr. Brooks, a neighbor of 
ours, takes the G o l d e n  G a t e . I like it 
very much, for 1 know our spirit friends 
can come to see us.

Now-I want to tell you about my mam- 
a. One day, when I was playing in my 

bedroom, I saw a beautiful lady standing 
near me. I ran out of the room, and did 
not wait to speak to her. T he next day 
she came and stood by me, and said she 
was my mamma. We did not speak, but 
talked by thought. Since that I have seen 
her several times.

One day, just about sundown, I was in 
the sitting-room, by myself, as I thought, 
when, looking up, I saw a beautiful, Anely 
dressed gentleman standing near me, with 
his hat in his hand. H e looked at me so

a long step, but a necessary one to escape bright I was very much frightened, and 
from the rut o f old beliefs. Had they at came near fainting. Then he disappeared 
once organized, with a statement of doc- • r̂o™ my sight, 
trines (another name for a creed), before 
this time there would have been crystalliza­
tion along certain lines o f thought,  ̂the 
isolation of a narrow sect, with trained 
teachers, and the atrophy preceding de' 
cay.

T he organization which has thus far 
existed is in the spirit world, and the 
leaders o f  the movement been invisible | 
ones. T he movement has come up from 
the ocean o f the Unseen, like a mighty 
tide, tending with irresistible current 
whitherward no mortal could tell, yet 
feeling borne on its wave. T he tendency 
has been to infuse all sects with the leaven 
of the new ideas o f God, spirit and the 
physical world, and crush out the hard 

'lines of distinction between them. In 
doing so there has been intense individ­
ualization, and neglect o f the organiza­
tion from which the past has suffered as 
well as gained.

Disintegration Arst, the breaking o f old 
idols, the clearing of the grounds, have 
been Arst essentials, and these have been 
accomplished. Thousands and millions 
stand emancipated from the bondage 
which has weighed like an incubus on 
their spirits. T hey rejoice with the de­
light of the fresh inspiration. They wish 
to stand alone, nor feel the thrall imposed 
by any sect or order. They have been j 
under a master, and like school boys: 
have escaped, and life has a new joy, 
sweet as the fresh juice o f  the purple 1 
grape. The very thought of again sub­
mitting to the limitations o f  organization 
to them is unbearable. T hey have felt 
and know the galling burden.

Wait. After a time comes loneliness. 
It is not meet for man to be alone, to 
isolate himself, and selAshly stand aloof 
from his fellows. H e begins to feel the 
chords of affection and friendship grow 
tense, and he desires to be brought again 
in relation with others of kindred thought. 
Oftimes this becomes so great that he 
returns to the fold he left, willing to sub-

New Years day Mrs. Brooks gave a 
dinner for her brother, who has been in 
the spirit land for many years. When 
the dinner was almost over Mr. Brooks 
said: “  I am sorry to say it; you slighted 
your brother, for you have no plate on for 
him." Tw o years more Mrs. Brooks will 
be ninety years old: then, if living, she 
Intends to give a birthday dinner and cook 
it herself.

Please excuse all mistakes.
I d a  B e l l e  R o m e r .

B e r r y  C r e e k , Butte cou n ty , C a l.
January 12, 1888.

[ T he only corrections we found neces­
sary in the above were some trifles of 
punctuation. Ida is evidently a bright 
little medium.— E d . G ..G .]

F a sh io n  a n d  A u t h o r it y .— There are 
no two such tyrants in the world as fash' 
ion and authority, and yet fashion is only 
what certain people wear, and authority 
only what certain people say. Let peo­
ple change their clothes, and fashion 
changes. Let them change their opin­
ions, and authority changes. How cheaply 
do we surrender our independence! If 
our thought is true, it needs no indorse­
ment. If  our action is right, it requires 
no sanction. Let us no longer follow the 
false teaching of the church, but the true 
teaching of reason and conscience.— L . 
K . Washburn.

M o r a l  C o u r a g e . — I honor any man 
who, in the conscientious discharge o f his 
duty dares to stand alone. T he world, 
with ignorant, intolerant judgment, may 
condemn; the countenances of compan­
ions may be averted; the hearts of friends 
may grow cold, but the consciousness of 
duty done shall be sweeter than the ap­
plause o f the world, than the countenances 
o f  companions, or the hearts o f friends.—• 
Charles Sumner.

It may not be uninteresting to your 
readers to hear something of the opinions 
o f a stranger (in the flesh only) on spirit­
ual matters in San Francisco. I say stran­
ger in the flesh, because in heart and soul 
I have been one with you since Mr. and 
Mrs. Chainey put a G olden  G ate  into 
my bands in Melbourne, now nearly two 
years ago, and told me about Mr. and 
Mrs. Owen, the members o f  the Gnostic 
Society, and many others engaged in in­
vestigating and living a life o f  truth. No'
I particularly wish to affirm what 1 have 
before said in other letters to you all, and 
which can not be kept too often before us, 
and I say it not as flattery, for flattery 
untruth— that your .paper, the G olde: 
G ate , is doing more good than is gener­
ally thought throughout the world, not 
merely because o f its large circulation or 
the creditable manner in which it is got 
up, but by its generousness o f expression 
and whole tone o f charity of sentiment; 
and freedom from exclusiveness; in a  fei 
words, the spirit overshadows the letter, 
and essence and phenomena may be 
studied side by side as parts of universal 
truth; for, my friends, there is but one 
truth, and each phase of life and being 
but part of the whole. I And here in San 
Francisco great tolerance and freedom- 
and spiritually it is a bright center indeed 
— it is just what you have made it; though 
whatever is manifest is a true index to the 
thought which gave it birth. And now, 
not occupying too much o f your space, 
should like to say a few words about the 
Gnostic Society’s reunion on Wednesday 
last, to which I was made very welcome. 
We met at Mr. and Mrs. Cramer’s quite 
goodly number, considering the cold, wet 
evening. A  bright Are sparkled in the 
grate, the room was in every way cheerful. 
Mrs. Dr. Sage presided, and after making 
a few appropriate remarks of greeting, 
called upon Mr. Cramer for a speech, in 
which he dwelt upon the Universality of 
Being and Gnosticism, at the conclusion 
of which • I felt much as if  we all were 
everybody else besides. Thus does a true 
whole-hearted man leave the impress of 
his individuality upon his surroundings, 
and in so doing merge them into but one 
humanity. We had some cheerful selec­
tions on the piano from Mrs. Morris and 
Professor Schrafl. A  thoughtful essay 
from Mrs. Cramer (which she has kindly 
allowed me to enclose to you— and I hope 
you will And room for it in your issue). 
Recitations by Mrs. Dillard, entitled “ San- 
dalphon; ”  by Mrs. Flagg, “  I Believe; ’ 
by Miss Penmman, “  Josiah Allen’s Wife ;1 
by Mrs. Seip, “ T he Question;’’ and by 
Mr. Coote, “ Othello’s Defense.”  Master 
Frank Cramer contributed two Spanish 
dances, in good symmetry. A  few appro­
priate songs, interspersed, completed a 
harmonious programme.

Thus much by way o f  a personal ac­
count o f a most enjoyable meeting o f  one 
of many o f your societies in this fair city.

In conclusion, I wish you and Mrs. 
Owen and all the readers a Happy New 
Year. May your paper prosper and grow' 
broader and broader, and may love dwell 
in each heart. I am, P e a c e .

S a n  F r a n c is c o ,  Jan. 12 , ’88.

The following is a copy of Mrs. Cramer's essay, abt
n l i o n e d . l

CHRISTIANITY AND GNOSTICISM.

The word Gnosis, knowledge, means 
soul-knowledge, or the science o f Divine 
Spirit. The ancient teachers o f this phi­
losophy, calling themselves Gnostics, were 
individuals possessing divine knowledge or 
science. So a Gnostic is one who knows 
spiritual truth. Gnosticism is identical 
with Theosophy; that is, divine wisdom. 
They are both metaphysical, and are a 
true spiritual science. We will give you 
the mystic keys to explain the two. They 
may be illustrated in the language of 
Plato, where he distinguishes between 
knowledge and opinion, as being con­
cerned respectively with the real and the 
apparent; or between cause and effect, or 
between divine being (spirit) and expres­
sion.

The Gnostic, or adept in soul-science, 
who possesses a knowledge o f the reality of 
self and universal life, differs only in name 
from the Theosophist, who is in possession 
of divine wisdom, which is a knowledge 
o f  life and self.

Now, there is no doubt that gnosticism 
is early Christianity. The Gospel o f John 
is pure gnosticism. It was the Christian 
gnostic who claimed Soul Science. And 
Christianity is the outcome o f hermetic 
gnosticism, and opposed to the idolatrous 
forms that had for ages disfigured ancient 
religious systems. In the Arqt centuries 
the majority o f enlightened Christians were 
called Gnostics, of -whom the author o f j 
the fourth gospel stood at the head. John 
realized that the light and life that lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world 
was God; or that God was their light and 
life.

The truth set forth in the Gospels as 
the teachings of Christ are gnostic teach­
ings; and no matter by whom they were 
given to the world, they are expressions of 
eternal truth— o f the divine which was 
with G od before the beginning and which 
was God. John came to give light to 
them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death; to guide our feet in the 
way o f peace.

Reference to gnosis, or divine knowl­
edge, is made in the following text. In all 
things we are enriched by Him— in all ut­

terance and in all knowledge. “ For to one 
is given by the spirit the word o f wisdom; 
to another the word of knowledge by the 
same spirit." For God, who commanded 
the light to shine out in the darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory o f  God in the 
faith of Jesus Christ. T he full realization 
of the truth o f  an omnipresent God 
will bring profound conviction o f an om­
nipresent supreme power, which is good­
ness and intelligence. Individual experi­
ence alone can give give this knowledge. 
By expressing the divine in thought, word 
and act, we become conscious o f  the same 
within, for we have caused that which was 
resting in its source, which is our real 
being, to appear, and thus we gain actual 
knowledge of the manifestor and the 
manifestation. Then God ceases to be 
strange and apart from us.

Know thyself, is the purpose o f life in 
creation— the aim and end o f physical ex­
pression. T o  know self is to know the 
Divine, the Absolute. We are divine 
souls— eternal life— now, as much as we 
shall ever be; absolute and self-existing; 
and our work is to evolve an objective con­
sciousness o f our possibilities. We are 
not reflections o f mortal thought and ex­
pression, but mortal thought and expres­
sion is our primitive work. Absolute 
being can not be understood and de­
scribed by a limited personal conscious­
ness. We can only know the supreme 
state o f  our divine existence by that ex­
perience which is gained by the expansion 
o f consciousness beyond the limits o f 
personality, and by extending our thoughts 
and feelings beyond the limits o f isolation 
and separateness into the universal. Thus 
we may realize the oneness o f life, whose 
presence bright all space doth occupy.

The impersonal, the path o f  unity, is 
the Royal Road, the only path through 
the gates o f  gold to a consciousness of 
the inAnite ocean of eternal life, and the 
power and goodness which are the atti­
tudes of perfection, resting there. The 
perfect unity o f the doctrines given by all I 
teachers who have reached this condi­
tion is proof o f their truth. All who 
have come to absolute truth, absolute love 
and life, know what God is, and that He 
includes us within Himself— or, in other 
words, that in God we live and move, and 
have our being, and that the deiAc princi­
ple dwelleth within each soul, and that 
the manifestation of divine soul in the 
individual is the manifestation o f Divine 
Spirit.

It is useless to enumerate names of 
philosophies or teachers, but all true in- 
tiates into the science o f spirit re­
veal the same central truths— that there 

but one truth, one love, one life, and 
that is Spirit or God; and whosoever 
reaches the center of his own soul Ands 
the divine and real self, the latent I Am, 
the true and eternal Self; and is in 
possession o f the way, the truth, and the 
light. But before the light can shine 
from the divine principle within us, the 
delusions o f  personality, self-will and self­
desires, must be uprooted from the mind. 
We must seek to transfer our conscious­
ness, desires, and will, from the mortal 
which is a mere reflection— to the immor­
tal, which is our true being. As like 
attracts like, and like perceives like, we 
must polarize or center the mind in the 
reality o f being, and thus make the 
mind a magnet for the light and truth that 
dwelleth there. When we can penetrate 
the depths, and to the center o f our soul, 
then we will become conscious that spirit 
is and always was the essence and reality 
o f  our being. I f  we And not God within 
ourselves, we may seek in vain elsewhere. 
Until we give expression in thought, word 
and action to the divine within, we shall 
not know that there is a God within us 
or for us. The great lost secret was the 
knowledge o f God and his relation to 
nature and man, and the knowledge of 
man and his relation to nature and God.

was an absolute science o f which we 
are all striving to recover a  memory, or 
unfold a spiritual perception. No longer, 
then, can God be concealed in a  remote 
future; H e becomes to us a God of the 
Eternal Now; no longer, then, can our 
)ath be dark and dreary, overshadowed 
)y delusive or erroneous thought of isola­

tion and separateness, for our conscious­
ness of the omnipresent God within us, 
and that we are in Him, will illumine our 
understanding.

T he old year is assigned to past time, 
and the new year has been welcomed by 
us, yet we can not draw a dividing line 
between one time and another, for the 
ever present is the eternal, the future is 
ever merging into the present, and the 
present into the past. And the thought 
that arises in the mind at the closing of 
the old year, that there is much to be 
done ere it passes and the new year comes 
to greet us, is what we should feel and 
hold in thought all the time, and then 
act; act in the living present with the 
constant recognition o f  Heart within and 
God within; then, through faithfulness 
in thought to these central truths, shape 
our thought to represent and harmonize 
with the God within. Then each day will 
And us further on the way in our con­
sciousness o f  eternal truth. The ever 
present is our time for unfoldment, for 
action, and for peace and harmony. We 
should resolve to act ere the-present 
merges into the past, and .the future Ands 

unfruitful; ere the present passes, bear- 
j  no record of growth with it, and the 

future Ands us unillumined with the light 
'  a truthful understanding. Our aspira­

tion, or true prayer, for all is, that they 
may awaken more and more to truth and 
to the reality o f  their own eternal being.
As we know that external knowledge is

born of expression, all must ultimately 
have the experience of expressing the God 
within. T he purpose o f  life in creation 
can not be defeated.

May our new year, which is but an in­
fant as yet, reveal to us higher possibili­
ties than we have yet conceived! May 
Truth clothe us with its white robe, orna­
mented with the gold o f  wisdom! May 
our thoughts and hearts be illumined and 
warmed by the flame of Divine Love; 
and may all our actions rest upon the 
square o f  Divine Justice!

M r s . N e t t i e  F -  F o x . - B o o k *  
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Pioneer D ays.

Kwtoi or Golden Ga t e :

Reading our good friend's, J . W 7 j 

issue of the G o l d e n  G a t e ,  I too w a s ' 
Mackic’s, most excellent letter in the last 
taken back into the old pioneer days o f 
the Bonner o f Progress. F or o ver ten 
years I had the botlnd copies o f  that 
paper, and many a time I have taken 
the volume and gone away by m yself and 
perused again and again its well-wom  
pages, until the name o f J . W . M ackie 
became familiar as "H o u se h o ld  W ords."

' Referring to those old days, and to the 
labors here, of Benjamin T o d d , reminds 
me of his first trip to Oregon. It was in 
the early sixties. H e came to Salem  and 
commenced a course o f  lectures on Spirit­
ualism. He took special pains to ch al­
lenge the clergy to debate the question I 
with him. Responsive to this challenge, 
the Rev. I. D. Driver, o f  the M . £ . Church, 
accepted, and the Court House o f  Salem| 
«as selected as the place. T h e  prelimi­
naries being arranged, the debate com ­
menced in good earnest. T o d d  had been 
an old Methodist preacher, and it was, 
as the saying is, “ dog eat d o g ."  T h e y  
vere both eloquent speakers and able 
debaters. The Court House was literally 
packed. Driver undertook to ridicule 
the phenomena, and quoting from Judge 
Edmunds’ writings, he found a  passage 
where the Jndge had m et an old lady 
friend of his in the spirit world who had 
been the wife o f a well-to-do N ew  Y ork  
fanner. She showed the Judge her nice 
home in the spirit world, and among other 
beauties her nice little dairy house, and 
offered his judgeship a fine drink o f  fresh 
buttermilk. On reading this passage Mr. 
Driver turned around, and in a half sneer­
ing way said: “  Now, M r. T o o d , will you 
be so land as to explain to the audience 
where the old lady got her cream  that 
produced the buttermilk ?”  M r. T o d d  
replied, “  I don’t  know, sir, unless the 
good lady skimmed some o f  those rivers 
over there flowing with milk and honey.”  
This brought down the house, and so 
disconcerted Brother D river that he re­
fused to go on with the debate, and left 
Todd in possession o f the field, which he 
did not fail to tum to good account, as he 
was so abundantly able to do, even  quot­
ing the words o f the poet,—

“ He who fights and runs away 
May live to fight another day.”

C . A .  R e e d .
[  Portland, Oregon, 188 8 .

Lincoln on the N ight o f  H is Election.

In the January Century is described the] 
secret history of the formation o f  Lin­
coln's Cabinet. W e quote the opening 
paragraph.

“  There is a distinguished authority for 
the statement that the work o f  framing 
the new Cabinet was mainly performed on 
the evening o f the Presidential election. 
After the polls were closed on the 6th o f  
November (so Mr. Lincoln related a  year 
or two later), the Superintendent o f  the 
telegraph at Springfield invited him to I 
come and remain in his office and read 
the dispatches as they should com e in. 
He accepted the offer; and, reporting 
himself m due time at the telegraph office, 
from which all other visitors were ex-1 
eluded at 9 o’clock, awaited the result o f 
the eventful day. H ere in this little J 
room, in the company o f two o r three 
silent operators moving about their mys-l 
teriously clicking instruments, and record­
ing with imperturbable gravity the swift- 
throbbing messages from near and far, 
Mr. Lincoln read the reports as they came 
in, first in vague and fragmentary drib­
blets, and later in the rising and swelling 
stream of cheering news. From a scatter-! 
ing beginning, made up o f  encouraging 
local fragments, the hopeful news rose to 
almost uninterrupted tidings o f  victory.! 
Soon a shower of congratulatory telegrams 1 
fell from the wires, and while his partisans 
and friends from all parts o f  the country j 
were shaking hands with him * by light-1 
oing ’ over the result, he could hear the I 
shouts and speeches o f  his Springfield 
followers, gathered in the great hall o f  
the State House across the street, and 
fairly making that building shake with 
their rejoicing.

“  Of course his first emotions were those 
of a kindling pleasure and pride at the 
sweeping completeness o f  his success. But 
this was only a momentary glow. H e 
was indeed President-elect; but with that 
consciousness there fell upon him the 
appalling shadow o f his mighty task and 
responsibility. It  seemed as if  he sud­
denly bore the whole world upon his 
shoulders, and could not shake it off; and 
sitting there m the yet early watches o f  
the night, he read the still-coming tele­
grams in a short of absent-minded me­
chanical routine, while bis * inner man ’ 
took up the crushing burden of his coun­
try's troubles, and traced out the laborious 
path of coming duties. * When I finally 
bade my friends good-night and left that 
room,’ said Lincoln, ' I  had substantially 
completed the framework o f my Cabinet 
as it now exist.’

"  If the grouping and combining of the 
new President's intended councilors oc­
curred at this time, it is no less true that 
some of them were selected at a much

earlier date. In the mean time no one 
was inform ed o f  his intentions in this 
regard. F or a full month after the elec­
tion he gave no intimation whatever o f 
his purpose."

rilMn for the Golden Gate.)

C apt. E lish a  Stevens.

BY SOLOMON I

T h is  R ocky Mountain pioneer came to 
California (then a  part o f  M exico) in 1844, 
under very trying circumstances. H e 
undertook a  more responsible task, and 
incurred greater risk o f  life than was the 
lot o f  any other in the U nited States. 
E ven  John C . Frem ont and his troop of 
able-bodied m en, on mules and horseback, 
risked less than did Stevens in undertaking 
to engineer a band o f men, women and 
children, in covered wagons, over the 
plains and mountains with ox teams. T h e 
com pany numbered one hundred 
souls, and, with an increase of 

1 babies, one hundred and two were 
landed at two points, Portland,
Oregon, and Sutter’s Fort, near 
Sacram ento, about seven months 
after Frem ont's arrival with what 
he had left (that did r.ot die en 
route) o f  Canadians and Indians, 
mostly, who could neither read 
nor write. A ll o f  Capt. Stevens’ 
party accom plished the full jour­
ney to the Pacific Coast, without 
losing one. H is name has hardly 
been whispered since in any of 
our journals, nor is it found in 
any en cyclo p ed ia , where many 
pages are filled with accounts o f 
American heroes less heroic, less 
deserving, and whose services in 
the settlement o f  our wide domain 
were less beneficial than were 
those o f  Capt. Stevens, who is as 
deserving o f  renown as any pio­
neer since the landing o f the pil­
grims on Plymouth Rock.

Captain Elisha Stevens was of 
French origin, bom in South Car­
olina in 1803. H e early emi­
grated to New Orleans, and was in 
the prime o f  life— forty-one years 
o f  age, when he started on his 
long journey through the wilderness.^ _ He 
first went to the U nited States military 
post at Council Bluffs on the outskirts of 
our frontier settlements. There collected 
together families, and twenty-six wagons, 
fully equipped and provisioned. On ar­
riving at Fort Laramie eight more wagons, 
with families and transports, joined the 
party under Stevens’ command to wend 
their way by compass,— the north star,—  
and the spirit world to aid, guide, and to 
bless while they were earnestly seeking a 
home in a  wilderness o f  new and untried 
fields unknown to the white man. They 
overcame hills, mountains, alkali lands and 
springs, crossing long, hot and arid plains, 
at a slow and even pace of many hundred

o f the interposition o f  spirits out o f  the 
body. At his home, one mile out o f town, 
we often attended circles, where we re­
ceived communications from the son o f 
the late H on. Thom as Baker. Captain 
Stevens made a contrivance through which 
we could obtain answers to questions ver­
bally or mentally. It was fixed upon s 
pine table o f  a  circular form. Near the 

I edge were bored boles o f a proper size to 
admit ounce vials o f  glass. A  copper wire 
was then fastened to the neck o f  one of 
the vials, then extending to the next vial, 
around the neck of which a  twist was 
taken,and soon until the circuit was com­
plete. A ll hands were placed upon the 
table, under the wire, and answers were 
given by the vibration o f  the wires by the 
spirits.

T h e following is a copy o f a character­
reading taken years ago by this writer:

“  His organization indicates a highly sensitive 
sanguine temperament, and in combination with 
it he is cautious, polite, hopeful, courageous, pru­
dent, plain, domestic, generous, strongly attached 
to friends, firm, persevering, ingenious and sue-

cessful. He carries a  world within himself, 
forming his own plans, and tries to carry them 
out to the end. He was born to command, 
rather than to be commanded. His conquests 
were made peaceably. He is of a pleasant 
nature, smiles, but never laughs aloud. He 
carries a brain of moderate size, but of compact 
motive. Is of slim, upright build, with long 
neck; comparatively his head is narrow, but the 
high crown gives him positiveness and individ­
uality. He is erect when standing or walking, 
and is quite elastic in his movements. His per­
ceptive faculties are strong, and reasoning facul­
ties active, while those belonging to the mechani­
cal groupe show ability to plan and organize.”

Elisha Stevens would have been one of 
the prominent men o f the country— known 
from one extreme to the other— had he 
been educated and bis sphere o f  action

miles in one continuous route to reach the different. H e was in receipt o f  a service
land that proved to be one o f  gold, milk 
and honey. About one third separated at 
Fort H all, in Oregon, and moved down 
the streams to Portland. T h e others 
turned one side, and made a more lengthy 
and tedious route to California, making 
their first pitch in Santa Clara county, i 
where several families still remain.

Previous to the war with Mexico, C a p -1 
tain Stevens lived alone, occupying his 
time boating and trapping for otter and 
other game up and down the rivers, and 
roaming in the wilds as an adventurer. In 
1847 he went to Monterey, and the United 
States fleet being in the harbor, he served 
his time out as a blacksmith, under pro­
tection and pay o f  the Government.

Since his settlement at Bakersfield, in 
K ern county, Captain Stevens has always 
lived, a recluse, on his own farms, culti­
vating the land and caring for a stock of | 
honey bees. H e made an important im­
provement in hives, to prevent attacks of 
the bee moth. H e always managed to 
keep busy about something, in-doors and | 
out. H is live stock consisted o f  one cow, 
a  flock o f  fowls, and a fine apiary.

Captain Stevens had a  peculiar habit of 
keeping his bead covered, at home and j 
abroad, and even at meals, appearing as 
you see him in this sketch, which was se­
cured by the writer without the Captain's 
knowledge while he was engaged with a 
government officer. H e was always very 
reticent about his own life and character, 
and was a  man who never asked advice.

I T h is trait in his character was many times 
I manifested during the passage over the 
| Rocky Mountains. H e usually made his 
way over difficult places by study, aided 
by intuition or the help o f  spirit friends, 
but at one point, at the foot o f  a mountain 
range, he became quite undetermined, 
and much troubled in his own mind as to 
the right course to pursue, fearing his labors 
were all coming to a sad end. On retiring 
for the night ( he afterwards privately re-1 
lated), he prayed silently and, earnestly 
that his ministering angels or spirits would 
"before the next morning’s sun show him a 
way over the mountains. During the night 
be had a  clear vision o f  the only course to 
pursue, and it was over what had seemed 
to him a barrier insurmountable by teams 
with wagons, but he was directed that by 
moving westward he would strike a ravine. 
Following that, he found only one point 
requiring much labor to render passable. 
T here all hands went energetically at work 
rolling down boulders and stones for the 
construction of a roadway, and after a few 
days* labor the entire wagon train passed 
over safely.

Captain Stevens bad long been convinced

pension at the time o f his death, passing 
away quietly and composedly on the ninth 
day o f  September, 1887, at the ripe age of 
eighty-four years.

An Interesting Experiment.

I TOR o r  Golden Gate:

In conversation with a friend a few 
weeks ago, the question came up about 
magnetized paper. I  procured some and 
tried it, but with no results so far as I 
could see. I was told that an Indian 
guide went with each package to assist 
such as used the paper. As I was well 
acquainted with such noted men as Spotted 
Tail,W hite Thunder, Standing Elk, Crazy 
Horse and others who have passed over to 
the other side, perhaps some o f them 
might call and see me and talk to me in 
their own Dakota language.

But in regard to magnetized paper, I 
have discovered a new magnetized paper 
that goes ahead of every thing yet found 
out. Some four weeks ago on Monday 
evening, the evening the G o l d e n  G a t e  
arrives here, I  was very much interested 
in the paper. I noticed a curious sensa­
tion on my forehead; it was very cold and 
a very strange sensation passed through it.
I lay back in the rocking-chair and cov­
ered my face with the paper; closing my 
eyes, I  saw strange faces indistinctly com­
ing and going. After repeating this pro­
cess several times they appeared very 
plain, I  think it will lead to good results.

I have tried the experiment with other 
papers with no effect. I  think the angel 
world are doing all they can to «advance 
the interests o f the G o l d e n  G a t e .

It must be they go with your paper to as­
sist those who patronize you. I  really be­
lieve if  those who are in any way medium- 
istic will try the experiment in good faith 
and sit in a darkened room with a copy o f 
for G o l d e n  G a t e  covered over their face 
the one-half hour two evenings each week, 
they can in a  short time become good 
seeing mediums. T w o different persons 
should not use the same copy o f  the paper. 
It will not hurt them to try it; it is no 
imagination on my part

T h e cause of truth is gradually advanc- 
ing in this locality; many are opening their 
eyes and saying, “  I wonder if  it can be 
the truth."

By the way, our good brother McMillen 
has just returned from an extended trip 
through the New England States, visiting 
nearly all the large cities, and learning all 
he could about spirit return. While in 
Boston, his wife developed more fully as 
a healing medium, under Dr. Cocke. We

expect to see good results from her raedi- 
umship. Mr. M cM illen, like some other 
wise men on this coast, now knows that 
spirit return is a genuine fact,and that on the 
other side of life he will have no use for his 
gold; he proposes to spend it here where it 
will do him the most good when he de- 
materializes here. What he heard and saw 
was truly wonderful; he gave a  lecture be­
fore the First Spiritual Society last Sunday 
evening. T h e large hall was well filled 
with many o f the best citizens o f this city, 
merchants and business men, who know 
Mr Miller well, and know that he is not 
the man to be fooled with the Yankee 
tricks o f  our Boston brothers and sisters. 
H e speaks very highly o f the Berry sisters.

It was a study to watch the faces o f 
that audience, as he told o f the many 
strange facts be saw and heard. T h e ex­
pression of some said so plainly, “  What 
fools we mortals be;”  and others, “ Can 
such things be?"

W e hope the day is not far distant when 1 
some good test medium will come here 
and make his or her home in this city, 
that we may all learn more o f  this great 
light that shines so bright in other places.

C ic e r o  N e w e l l .

Purged o f A ll  Donbt.

E ditor or G olden Gate.

According to promise made you while 
I was in Boston, M ass., I  wish to renew 
my subscription to the G o l d e n  G a t e , 
commencing with the first o f the year; 
please find enclosed $2.50. M y wife and 
self went East last September to inves­
tigate the truth or falsity o f  spirit return. If  
either o f us on leaving home had doubts 
in regard to this most important o f  all 
questions, we return to our Oregon home 
fully purged o f doubts or fears. W e at­
tended many circles for materialization, 
and at every meeting many spirits came 
and were fully recognized by friends and 
relatives. We have on these occasions seen 
many tears shed, but thanks to the dear 
angels they were tears of joy and gladness, 
the reverse of what we often witness at 
the burial o f dear ones. We visited the 
seance rooms o f Mr. and Mrs. Cowan, 
the Berry sisters and M ts. Fay, all noted 
materializing mediums. A t each of these 
rooms we made a thorough investigation, 
and are positive beyond the shadow o f 
doubt that they are honorable in the 
highest degree. T hey invite their patrons 
to make the most thorough search of their 
seance rooms and surroundings; all they 
ask or require during their meetings is 
quiet and harmony.

At the Berry sisters, by invitation of 
Mr. G . T . Albro (manager), we de­
voted two hours to looking through their 
seance room and adjoining rooms, includ­
ing their library. M r. A . said he had im­
portant business “  down town "  to attend 
to, and on leaving said, “  spend the after­
noon here and make a thorough search.”  
He had opened the door of the library 
and also the window blinds, letting the 
sun's rays shine directly upon the cabinet. 
We began our search and investigation by 
first examining the walls and ceilings, look­
ing behind the picture frames, the fire­
grate, etc., then we examined the carpet 
for breaks, or openings, or trap doors, then 
moved the organ from its accustomed 
place, opened the back of the instrument 
and only found some ancient cobwebs, 
moved the cabinet and examined the car­
pets under it. T he sofas were moved and 
examined, as were the doors and locks; we 
were searching for fraud but found none. 
Indeed we were as careful in this investi­
gation as if  we had been sitting on a jury 
and some poor culprit was being tried for 
his life. We have implicit confidence in 
the parties we have mentioned, and their 
occupation is praiseworthy and honorable 
in the extreme. Let us hope we may de- 
velope as good mediums on our fair Pacific 
Coast. '

Our pilgrimage to Boston has proved 
the happiest event of our lives. My wife 
and sister, who died many years ago,usually 
greeted us with their presence and kind 
expressions o f affection and love. On 
one occasion sister materialized from the 
top o f  the cabinet while at the same in­
stant my wife came up and fully developed 
four or five feet out side o f  the cabinet, 
and when fully made up joined hands, 
and ran to meet us extending their hands to­
ward us and speaking aloud their respec­
tive names. We walked around the circle 
o f spectators and introduced them to all 
present, probably twenty or more persons. 
Dr. Toland, who died in San Francisco 
some years ago, frequently came to us, as 
he was acquainted with my present wife. 
I  have on several occasions held the doc­
tor by the hand and seen him dematerial- 
ize, his form going down until my hand 
touched the floor, and not till then was 
the hand withdrawn. My little daughter 
Myrtle materialized behind our chairs, and 
passing between them sat down in her 
mother’s lap, placing her arms around her 
ma’s neck and kissing her many times, al­
so sending many kind messages o f  affec­
tion to fnends far away. Now in closing 
this brief letter let us strive and hope for 
as good results at no distant day at our 
own homes. Yours T ruly,

J . H . a n d  M r s .  T . B . M c M il l e n .
E a s t  P o r t l a n d , O rego n , Jan . 1 0 ,18 8 8 .

O n e  o f  the little ones in a minister's 
family was much interested in the story 
of Elisha, the bad boys, and the she-bear, 
as read by his mother. After a moments' 
thought, he said: “ I  wouldn’t  have said 
so to Elisha, would you, mamma? 1 
would have said, “  Please go up, thou 
bald head.’  ”

THE CENTURY MAGAZINE.

With the November, 1887, issue The Century 
commences its thirty-fifth volume with a regular 
circulation of almost 250,000. The War Papers 
and the Life of Lincoln increased its monthly 
edition by 100,000. The latter history having 
recounted the events oi Lincoln's early years, 
and given the necessary survey o! the political 
condition of the country, reaches a new period, 
with which his secretaries were most intimately 
acquainted. Under the caption of

LIN CO LN  IN  T H E  W AR, 

the writers now enter on the more important 
part of their narrative, viz.: the early years of 
the War and President Lincoln’s part therein. 

SU PPLEM EN TA RY W AR PAPERS,

following the “  battles series ” by distinguished 
generals, will describe interesting features o f army 
life, tunneling Irom Libby Prison, narratives of 
personal adventure, etc. General Sherman will 
write on “ The Grand Strategy of the War.” 

KEN N AN  O N  SIBERIA.

Except the Life o f Lincoln and the War 
Articles, no more important series has ever been 
undertaken by The Century than this of Mr. 
Kennan’s. With the previous preparation of 
four years* travel and study in Russia and Siberia, 
the author undertook a journey of 15,000 miles 
(or the special investigation here required. An 
introduction from the Russian Minister of the 
Interior admitted him to  the principal mines and 
prisons, where he became acquainted with some 
three hundred State cxils,— Liberals, Nihilists, 
and others,— and the series will be a startling 
os well os accurate revelation of the exile system. 
The many illustrations by the artist and photog­
rapher, Mr. George A . Frost, who accompanied 
the author, will odd greatly to the value of the 
articles.

A  N O V E L B Y EGGLESTON 

with illustrations will run through the year. 
Shorter novels will follow by Cable and Stockton. 
Shorter fictions will appear every month.

M ISCELLAN EO U S FEATU RES 

will comprise several illustrated articles on Ire­
land, by Charles De Kay; papers touching the 
field of Sunday-School Lessons, illustrated by 
E . L . Wilson; Wild Western Life, by Theodore 
Roosevelt; the English Cathedrals, by Mrs. van 
Rensselaer, with illustrations by Pennell; Dr. 
Buckley’s valuable papers on Dreams, Spiritual­
ism, and Clairvoyance; essays in criticism, art. 
travel, and biography; poems; cartoons, etc.

By special offer the numbers for the past year 
(containing the Lincoln history) may be secured 
with the year’s subscription from November, 
1887, twenty-four issues in all, for $6.00, or, 
with the lost year’s numbers handsomely bound. 
87-50-

Published by The Century Co., 33 East 17th 
street, New York.

ST. NICHOLAS FOR YOUNG FOLKS.

Since its first issue, in 1873, this magazine has 
maintained, with undisputed recognition, the 
position it took at the beginning,— that of being -- 
the most excellent juvenile periodical ever 
printed. The best known names in literature 
were on its list of contributors from the start,—  
Bryant, Longfellow, Thomas Hughes, George 
MacDonald, Bret Harte, Bayard Taylor, Frances 
Hodgson Burnett, James T . Fields, John G . 
Whittier; indeed the list is so long that it would 
be essier to tell the few authors of note who have 
not contributed to  “  the world’s child magazine.”

T H E  EDITO R, M A RY M APES DODGE, 
author of “  Hans Brinker; or, The Silver 
Skates,”  and other popular books for young 
folks,— and for grown-up folks,— too, has a a re­
markable faculty for knowing and entertaining 
children. Under her skillful leadership, S t .. 
Nicholas brings to thousands of homes, on both 
sides o f the water, knowledge and delight.

S T . N ICH O LAS IN ENGLAND.

It is not alone in America that S t. Nicholas 
has made its great success. The London Times 
says: “ It is above anything we produce in the 
same line.”  The Scotsman says: 11 There is no 
magazine that can sccessfully compete with it."

T H E  COMING YE A R  O F S T . N ICH O LAS.
The fifteenth year begins with the number for 

November, 1887, and the publishers can an­
nounce: Serial and short stories by Mrs. Fran­
ces Hodgson Burnett, Frank R . Stockton, H. 
H . Boyesen, Joel Chandler Harris, J. T . Trow­
bridge, Col. Richard M. Johnston, Louisa M. 
Alcott, Prof. Alfred Church, William H . Ride- 
ing, Washington Gladden, Harriet Prescott 
Spofford, Amelia E. Barr, Frances Courtenay 
Baylor, Harriet Upton, and many others. Ed­
mund Alton will write a series of papers on the 
“ Routine of the Republic,”— how the President 
works at the White House, and how the affairs 
of the Treasury, the State and War Departments, 
etc., are conducted; Joseph O’Brien, a well known 
Australian journalist, will describe “  The Great 
Island* Continent;”  Elizabeth Robins Pennell 
will tell of “ London Christmas Pantomimes” 
(Alice in Woodland, etc.); John Burroughs will 
write "Meadow and Wonderland Talks with 
Young F olk," etc., etc. Mrs. Burnett’s short 
serial will be; the editor says, a worthy successor 
to her famous “  Little Lord Fauntleroy, ”  which 
appeared in S t, Nicholas.

Why not try S t. Nicholas this year for the 
young people in the house? Begin with the 
November number. Send us $3.00, or subscribe 
through booksellers and newsdealers. The Gen- 
tury Co., 33 East 17th street, New York.

Books for S a le a t this O ffice . •:

Manual of Psychcmelry: The Dawn of a New Civ*
ilization. Br I- Rodes Buchan am, M. D., - J « 00

The New Education: Moral» industrial, Hygienic,
Intellectual. By J. Rodes Buchanan, M. D., S 50

Leaflets of Truth: or. Light from the Shadow Land.
By M. K arl,  ...........................................75

Our Sunday Talks • or, Gleanings in Various Fields 
of Thought. B y J. J. O w n ,  - - t

The Mediumistic Experiences of John Brown, the 
Medina of the Rockies, with an Introduction by 
Prof. J. S. Loveland, - - - • * *  

Spiritualists’ Directory. By G. W. Katxs, - -  s j
Spiritism; the Origin of all Religions. By J. P.

Dan iron, - - - - - - -  so
The Watscka Wonder. By E. W. Stevens, - 15

The History of the Origin of All Things. By L . M.
Arnold, ...................................................« B O O

The Spiritual Science of Health end Healing. By
W. J. Colville, . . . . . .  73

Beyond. (Interesting Experiences in Spirit Life,) - 50

Experiences of tbs Spirits Eon and Eoua in Earth
Life and Spirit Spheres, - .  .  •  .  a 50

The Independent Voice in Grand Rapids, Mich.
By H. W. Hooter . . . . . .  «)

The Career of the Stolen Boy Charlie. By Mis.
Caroline Oakley and Willie Fern, - - - 1 00

Within the Vail. By W. J. Colville - - *5

«When ordered by mail, eight per oeat added for postage.
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V O L U M E  V I.

Surely, the G o ld en  G a t e  has reached a very 

dignified and respectable age— two and a half 

years. Many Spiritualist papers have died 

younger, and some that have lived longer have 

made a  less favorable impression upon the spirit­

ual thought o f the world.

W e are continuously receiving many kind words 

of approval and encouragement, but we arc not 

disposed to appropriate them to ourselves. W e 

are but the willing instruments in the hands o f a 

noble and glorious band of invisible workers 

whose aim is the uplifting and enlightenment of 

humanity.

In glancing back over the five completed vol­

umes of the G o ld en  G a t e , and noting the large 

amount of work we have performed in their pro­

duction, editorial and otherwise, and also remem­

bering the hard struggle we have had to pass 

through, and arc still encountering, in order to 

build up the paper, and make it self-supporting, 

we arc made to realize that a Guiding Hand has 

been with us through it all. Not alone with us, 

but the same intelligent power has prompted some 

good friends to come to our aid in our times o f ! 

most pressing need.

From the first we have moved forward with 

unfaltering step, implicitly trusting the good 

angels who led us into this work, and who arc 

ever bringing to us the assurance o f their tender 

sympathy and help.

Already the G o ld en  G a t e  has attracted much 

attention throughout the spiritualistic world. 

Many of the best writers arc regular contributors 

to its columns. Recognizing the importance of 

phenomena in the propagation of our cause, de 

have called to our aid the engraver's art to illus- 

tratc many well attested facts, and this we shall 

continue to do in the future. But above all the ! 

sensuous proofs of another life, we aim to incul- 

cate the highest lessons o f purity, of manly ex- I 

ccllence and brotherly love, for the guidance of 

man through this mortal stage of existence.

There arc many things we need, but we arc 

content to wait until the spirit moves some gen­

erous soul to furnish us with the necessary 

means.

W e need a better and more commodious office, 

in a more wholesome locality. One o f our Board 

of Trustees, who dropped in upon us the other 

day, complained that the place made him sick. 

W e do not wonder at it. There are indeed some 

ancient and soul-racking odors about this vener­

able building, freighted as it is with a conglom­

eration o f unsavory occupations, which, to one 

with a nose not case-hardened and copper-lined, 

are somewhat aggravating, to say the least. B u t' 

then the rent is low!

Is it an impression we get from the spirit 

world, or a mere idle imagination, that we arc to 

have a  better office erelong? It is in the com­

forting assurance o f this hope that we enter upon 

Volume V I.

H IS  N E W  U N D E R ST A N D IN G .

What most startles the orthodox world is to 

Spiritualists and all other free-thinkers but evi­

dence of most certain progression. For instance: 

The Rev. Ovid Miner, a retired Presbyterian 

clergyman, has thrown the orthodox clergy of 

Syracuse, N . Y ., into a  great agitation by bis 

first departure from sound orthodoxy. The rev­

erend gentleman has reached that age in life 

when the milk of human kindness and charity is 

most abundant; and in his hours o f solitude he 

has found time to reflect upon the harsh tenets of 
his old-time faith. It seems, too, „that he has 
read the Scriptures with a new understanding, 
and a new light has dawned upon him from the 
open gates he is now nearing.

For the first time in all his life he finds (in the 
Bible) that probation does not end with death. 
Sacred history tells him the same thing, and the 
new light has inspired him to prepare a statement 
of his latter convictions, to be printed in a Sun­
day paper, the Standard. The idea of this heret­
ical article being printed in a Sunday paper was 
an awful one to those yet sound in the belief of 
certain warm future punishment. But so con­
vinced is Mr. Miner that a  truth has been re­
vealed to bis ripe understanding that the last 
committee of the evangelical brotherhood sent 
to dissuade him from his “  rash conclusion ”  left 
his door unheard.

Thus is the light breaking in least suspected 
places, and ere long there will be no one shocked 
when the staunchest orthodox proclaims peni­
tence and mercy beyond the grave.

P S Y C H I C  L A W S .

Until we learn something more of the laws 

governing spirit manifestations than we now 

know, we can hardly be regarded as fit experts 

to pass upon what is or is not genuine medium- 

ship.
It is claimed by some writers on this subject 

that each seance should be judged upon its in­

dividual merits, without reference to the honesty 

or dishonesty of the medium.

It is well known that our very best mediums 

sometimes fail, and that others may produce, in 

the presence o f one circle, the most conclusive 

evidence o f spirit power, while with another 

circle they will produce nothing but real or seem­

ing deceptions. These facts arc the common 

experiences of most investigators in the mysteri­

ous realm of psychic force. •

Can any one tell us why a good medium at 

one time, or in one place, should not be a good 

one at all times and in all places? The juggler 

never fails in the performance of his tricks. Or 

why it  is that some persons invariably receive 

astonishing manifestations of spirit presence from 

almost any good medium, and others quite as 

invariably receive cither nothing, or something 

worse than nothing? There must be some good 

reason for it, and one which the charge of de­

ception or fraud on the part of the medium docs 

not answer. For certain it is that any good 

medium would much rather produce honest mani­

festations than deceptions. (We do not now 

refer to those unconsciousable persons, who hav­

ing no mediumistic gifts whatever, nevertheless, 

for the sake o f gain, seek to simulate genuine 

mediumship.)

No intelligent Spiri tualist need be [told that 

perfect harmony on the part of the sitter, or the 

circle, is absolutely essential to good results. 

Now there may be apparent harmony where 

there is a jangling discord of suspicious or unkind 

thoughts. It is not necessary that disturbing 

thoughts should be expressed to produce inhar­

mony. Thoughts are veritable things that may 

be felt by any sensitive, and they create vibra­

tions o f the aura, whereby all psychic phenom­

ena arc produced, and the result is illusory, or at 

least unsatisfactory.

Let us illustrate: G o stand by the margin of 

Mirror Lake, in Yoscmitc valley, on some calm 

Summer morning. The water is distilled crystal. 

There is not the faintest ripple of its surface, but 

spread out before you lies a perfect mirror, in 

which you behold reflected, in beautiful perfec­

tion, towering cliff, distant waterfall, and the 

stately pine. The sky, with its canopy of fleecy 

clouds, lies below as well as above you. Now 

cast a pebble into the lake and what do you be­

hold? The trunks o f the trees become warped 

and broken; mountain and sky arc confused and 

unreal, and earth, air and water seem peopled 

with monsters. And all this inharmony is caused 

by the merest pebble.

May we not find in this illustration an analogy 

of the confusion of the spirit circle, as often 

witnessed, and as often attributed by those who 

have not searched deeply beneath the surface of 

things, to the dishonesty of the medium.

W e do not say [that all mediums are always 

honest. Such perfection can not be said of any 

body of men and women. But why should they 

ever seek to deceive, without cause, when honesty 

would save them from exposure and disaster? 

Isn't it barely possible that there may be a reason 

for at least much of the seeming deception oc­

curring at times with really good mediums?

We arc well aware that this thought is widely 

at variance with that of a large class of investi­

gators, and no inconsiderable number o f Spirit­

ualists, whose experience in their search after 

truth has not been wholly satisfactory, and some 

of whom arc so ready to impugn the honesty 

or judgment of those who have met ,with better 

success.
Surely those who have the truth, and know  of 

a  verity of the genuineness o f certain manifesta­

tions, or phases of mediumship, that others deny, 

can charitably afford to bear with their less 

fortunate neighbors, even though the latter may 

sometimes be disposed to call them hard names.

R e vea led  T r o th s.— L ondon seems to be the 

favorite point for the disclosure of new theories 

and discoveries in the world o f letters. Probably 
its scicutific circles were never more startled than 
by the recent reading of a paper before the Royal 
Society, distinguished by the honored authority 
of Mr. Norman Lockycr’s namq. The wonder­
ful revelation of this noted astronomer is not a 
mere speculation, but rather an actual discovery, 
the result of spectroscopic research. The theory 
or discovery is that all the self-luminous bodies 
in the celestial spaces are composed of meteorites 
or mosses ‘o f meteoric [vapor, the result of heat 
generated by the condensation o f meteor swarms 
due to gravity. Science, ever cautious as to its 
endorsement of the new, receives this world- 
theory with more than usual reserve, but without 
ridicule, or even expressed doubt. Too many 
wonderful things arc occurring these days, too 
many discoveries being made for dogmatic denial 
of their truth or possibility. In relation to this 
new constitution-of-the-univcrse theory, we do 
not see any reason why science or the world 
should object to the blending o f our previous

knowledge with the present, in one harmonious j 
whole. When the I.ick Telescope gets fairly to 
work we may expect many a startling annuncc- 
ment, so we may as well open our minds for the 
celestial truths it must reveal.

" N O  S E C T S  IN  H E A V E N ."

It is quite probable that there are no sects in 

Heaven, at least none in those higher spheres of 

spirit-life, where the spirit has been purged of 

the dross of earth, and comes to the enjoyment 

of its heritage of happiness. But that sects do 

exist on the lower planes o f the spirit world is 

the uniform testimony of these who have passed 

on to the other life.

W e arc assured that Romanism holds sway j 
over there, as here; and that bigotry and intol­

erance abound among undeveloped spirits just 

the same as they do here, and that there is the 

same prejudice there against communion with 

mortals as there is here against communion with 

the spirit world. And why should there not be? 

W e see in this life how hard it is for the spirit to 

break loose from the shackles of false education 

and the hampering environment of fashion or 

custom. Take the devout religionist of the 

Roman Church, for instance, or the soul envi- 

1 roned with the but little, if  any, less intolerant 

creeds of Protestantism, and it can hardly be ex­

pected that such a  spirit, entering upon the other 

life, will at once comprehend the better way of 

spiritual growth. True, he is naturally subjected 

to some startling surprises. H e must see at 

once that he has passed through no gates of 

pearl, and entered no such heaven as that which 

he had been taught was to be the exclusive abode 

of the little band of saints to which he supposed 

he belonged. H e is provided with no golden 

I harp, and assigned to no scat in a  heavenly 

1 choir whose business it  is to sing hosannahs to 

j the Lamb forevermore!

Now, if  his spirit is quick to comprehend the 

situation, he will soon conclude that his earth 

training was in many respects erroneous. For 

all such the upward path is soon made clear. 

But there are multitudes of spirits who, like 

mortals, never do any thinking of their own on 

religious subjects. They take what they arc 

told as the law and gospel of the church, and 

ask no questions. Their character and conduct 

on earth they regarded as of less importance 

than their belief, and that they always squared! 

by the teachings of the church.

It is by this undeveloped class, or individuals 

thereof, no doubt, that many obstacles arc 

placed in the way of honest investigators of 

i spirit phenomena. The nature and extent ,fli 

these obstacles can only be properly estimated by 

those who understand the power o f the spirit to 1 

dominate the atoms and elements o f matter.

A n unscrupulous person in this life is quite 

likely to be unscrupulous and dishonest in the 

other life— for awhile, at least, or until be ob­

tains a  clearer perception of truth. M ay not 

I such a spirit be able to environ a medium, at 

I times, when the earth elements are favorable 

therefor, with deceptive conditions, leading the 

investigator to wrong conclusions. \Ye say, 

may not such be possible?

These arc matters, surely, worthy the consid­

eration of all students of psychic forces as mani­

fested in spirit phenomena.

C U L T U R E  IS  F R E E .

Dr, Elery d u n n in g, once in discussing the 

supposed advantages of the rich over the toiling 

classes, in their accession to literature and libra­

ries, said that “  the highest sources of truth,

"  light and elevation of mind are not in volnmes, 

“ but in our inward and outward experience.”  

Surely, no greater spiritual truth was ever spoken. 

Books arc but the products of mind; the scenes, 

objects and occurrences that inspired them arc 
everywhere, and as free to one as another.

The education of the common senses must pre­
cede that of talent; and the poor man or woman 
who thinks he or she is denied any mental ad­
vantage on the ground of poverty and hard work 
is simply laboring under a mistake. That inces­
sant daily toil does discourage intellectual effort 
is true, but it does not render it impossible. A ll 
should learn to be observing, and then to study 
and reflect upon what they see.

Seeing through other's eyes will not make ours 
sharper; neither will other's thoughts and ideas 
help us to think. Each o f us lives in an atmos­
phere of thought, just as much of which is right­
fully ours as we can attract to us. Besides the 
natural objects and beauties o f nature, we are 
surrounded by a world o f spiritual beings who, 
though invisible, arc the more potent to impress 
us with the truths they have grasped by their 
finer intuitions. The greater our individuality of 
thought, the greater our capacity for gathering 
ideas from our surroundings, visible and invisible.

There is no moneyed monopoly o f the natural 
acquirements of mind. The one thing needful 
to attract the richest of mental store around us is 
parity of thought. No one need be wholly de­
nied the pleasure of reading in these days, but 
no reading is better than poor reading. Let us 
not forget that true growth comes from within — 
the understanding of Nature and her spirit.

— “  W e take a great number of papers and 
periodicals,”  writes an esteemed Oakland sub­
scriber, “  but I would rather lose them all than 
«•the G o ld en  G a t e ."

E D IT O R IA L  F R A G M E N T S .

Life is a hard journey to  those, mainly, who 
make it so, or whose ancestors have unwittingly 
made it so for them. The troubles that come to 
one in this life— the sickness and sorrow, the 
privations and mishaps— arc mostly the natural 
fruits of one’s own ignorance, or the result of 
one’s folly— which is often one and the same.

Let no one center his hopes o f happiness 
wholly in the future. Heaven is more of a con­
dition than a place. The soul that is unhappy 
here need not expect at once to find happiness 
"  over there.”  It should carry to the other life 
enough of heaven to  forecast its future. Why 
should we hide ourselves amid the shadows in a 
world where there is so much sunshine as there is 
here?

If you arc miserable, the way to cure yourself i 
o f your misery is to  minister to the needs o f some 
one more miserable than yourself. By arousing 
in your own spirit an ardent sympathy for others’ 
woes, you will find, ere you are aware of it, 
your own troubles all forgotten. There is no 

I greater panacea for the ills of life than a lively 
interest in the welfare of your more unfortunate 
fellow-beings.

Not to envy your neighbor the enjoyment o f I 
what you can not afford for yourself, nor to want 
what is beyond your reach, is the secret o f true 
happiness in social life. It is the endeavor of 
the poor to ape the ways of the rich, or to out­
shine their neighbors, that has brought many an 
industrious mechanic and honest tradesman to 
bankruptcy and ruin. True enjoyment does not 
depend so much upon what one has as it docs 
upon what he can do without.

A  home where love abounds is a place where 
angels, seen and unseen, delight to  dwell. Who 
would lower the standard of purity o f domestic 
life, or in any manner tarnish the bright escutch­
eon of home, does a deed that sends a  pang of 
sorrow to the remotest heavens. One o f the 
highest aims of Spiritualism should be to ennoble 
and beautify the homes of the people.

The man who readily yields to a hot temper, 
and thus by his foolishness causes another pain, 
is sowing a  crop of nettles in his spirit (hat will 
cause him a  world of anguish sometime. They 
must all be weeded out before the rich harvest of 
a  truly chastened nature can be gathered in. 
Not to be able to govern one’s temper is such a 
sign of weakness in one as should make him 
blush for his manhood.

IR V IN G  H A L L .

On Sunday last, Jan. 15th, there was an un­
usually large attendance at the morning service 
and a very generous contribution. The subject 
of W . J . Colville's inspirational discourse was 
“  Miracles and Natural L a w .”  The subject was 
treated in a deeply interesting and highly instruct­
ive manner. The lecturer commenced by saying 
there were three views of miracles prevalent— two 
false and one true; two unreasonable, the other 
profoundly reasonable, though anti-rationalistic, 
according to the prevailing misuse of the term 
rationalism.

The old theological view o f miracles we are all 
familiar with; it is a product of ignorance and 
superstition, as it  displays a lamentable lack of 
appreciation of the unity of the divine govern­
ment and the immutability, of the law of the 
universe. T o  suppose that God ever interferes 
with his own law, and then to avow belief in the 
unchangcablcncss of Deity, is to state a contra­
diction. Miracles never transcend law, never 
occur in opposition to it or beyond the pale of its 
operation; but on that account the second or 
rationalistic idea is not therefore correct, for so- 
called rationalism denies all phenomena except 
such as can be explained by reference to such lim­
ited conception of law as prevails in the minds 
of superficial materialists. We are happily not 
placed on either horn of the dilemna which would 
compel us cither to attribute every “  miracle ”  to 
a supervision of law, or else to deny its possibil­
ity. The third view is the reasonable one; it is 
tbc wise, middle ground, the theory which con­
stitutes a golden mean between two opposing and 
equally untenable opinions. This is the admis­
sion that nothing on record, no matter how much 
marvel it may excite, is too wonderful to be true.

The evangelists say that on some occasions 
Jesus marveled not at the credulity but at the un­
belief of people whom-he encountered, and that 
in consequence of their amazing incredulity he 
was unable to perform any great work on their 
behalf. This would lead us to suppose that when 
the gospel's narratives were compiled the pre­
vailing impression was that certain conditions 
were necessary for “ miracles”  as much as for 
ordinary occurrences. If  this be so, miracles 
arc at once resolved into lawful acts, just as much 
under the direction of immutable law as the 
growth of a flower or of an animal.

Those who have studied the occult sciences, 
especially such as have made a protracted stay In 
India, know that magicians and wonder-workers 
in the East invariably attribute their powers to 
the action of a  psychical or spiritual law, just as 
unvarying in Its operation as gravitation. The 
only mystery about a “  miracle”  is that those 
who witness its performance have no conception 
o f the means whereby it  is accomplished.

After laying down this general proposition, the 
speaker took up the miracle o f Cana of Galilee, 
Jesus turning water into wine, which is said to be 
the first he performed publicly. It is possible 
that some allusion may be made by the writer to I 
the god, Bacchus, but to a spiritual student of 
mythology Bacchus appears as an impersonator 
of that subtle power in nature which enables the 
vine to draw from earth, air, water, and fire the 
elements of wine contained in the luscious grape. 
The Bacchanalian orgies o f later days were a 
shameful perversion o f the pure and innocent 
vintage-tide festivities o f earlier times, when the 
populace were wont to attribute all the goods of 
earth to celestial influences.

In its literal sense, Jesus at the marriage feast 
turning water into wine, may be regarded os a 
remarkable psychological transformation effected 

| in those who drank the apotbeotised water far 
more than a literal conversion of water into a 

| stimulating leverage; but if  the letter be ad­
hered to, it must ever be remembered that there 
arc tw o very opposite kinds of wine alluded to in 
the Bible. The simple, unfermented juice of the 

| grape is the genuine passover wine, and many 
artists familiar with Oriental usages have repre­
sented Jesus and his apostles squeezing grape 
juice into their cups at the Last Supper. Tem­
perance advocates should see in the story of the 
marriage feast at Cana something far different 
from a  sanctioning by Jesus of the infamous hab­
its o f alchoholic stimulation. It is recorded that 
the guests noted a great difference between the 
wine drank previously and that offered them at 

I the command o f Jesus. The moral lesson to be 
learned is the substitution of a better for a de­
grading beverage, and on this point volumes 
might be written on the prevention and cure of 
drunkenness.

Coffee palaces have done much good, but what 
is really needed is a  spiritual force exerted over 
the desires o f youth and age alike to the intent 
of creating a  love for things pure and wholesome, 
and thereby eradicating injurious tastes.

In its most interior sense, the marriage feast 
means a banquet o f the soul, where the intellect 
is married to  the intuition. Water represents in­
tellectual good or truth in the intellectual degree, 
and also typifies all external things and the joys to 
be derived from them; wine, on the contrary, signi­
fies interior or spiritual good, truth understood 
in its inner glory. It is not usually in the ex­
perience of mankind that we find persons ready 
to accept spiritual blessings until they have ex­
hausted the satisfaction to  be derived from things 
purely mental and physical, and a cardinal dis­
tinction should dc noted that as we advance in 
life our very power to delight in externals leaves 
us, especially if  we have ever indulged in either 

| physical or intellectual excesses. Too much 
| close application to study tries the mind and 
injures health, while the always new and sweet 
wine of spiritual truth is a  perpetual source of 
nourishment and refreshment. To turn water 

I into wine means to convert all earthly things 
into something higher. The secret of transmuta­
tion is not confined to  mystic experimenting 
with mortals, but is, in its inward application, a 
science o f the spirit capable of universal com pee- 
hension and• demonstration.

| The closing sentences o f the address were 
devoted to  an advocacy of a complete system of 
education in which recreation should have as­
signed to it a  conspicuous part, and in which the 
object should ever be, not to cram the mind with 
dogmas and speculative theories, not to force the 
faculties into artificial grooves, but to impart 
instruction of all kinds with the special view of 
promoting the moral welfare of society, render­
ing all external advantages subaidary thereto. A  
fine poem concluded the services, after which a 
business meeting was held.

In the afternoon the lesson on “  Nirvana’* 
was much enjoyed by a numerous attendance. 
It was given in the class room, in which there 
was a good fire, so every one was comfortable.

In the evening an excellent lecture on “  An­
cient and Modern Arts and Sciences ”  was much 
appreciated by another goodly audience, though 
the attendance has suffered of late through the 
extreme cold weather. Everything is done that 
can be to warm the hall, but the heating appa 
ratus is scarcely adequate in any hail in the 
city to  the unusual cold spell we have been 
having.

On Sunday next, Jan. 22d, W . J . Colville's 
subjects will be: 10:45 A. M., “ Christian Sci­
ence and Spiritualism— Their Real Points of 
Agreement and Divergence.”  AH who attend 
will doubtless receive much needed light on this 
mooted question; 2:30 P. M., Thcosophic.il les­
son, subject, “  The Planetary Chain;”  7:30 P. M.,
"  White Cross Movement.”  Mmc. Fries-Bishop, 
Mrs. McCarty and Chas. H . Heath constitute a 
superb trio of vocalists, and Prof. Echman per­
forms grandly on the organ.

Im ag in ary I lln ess.— If, as a Boston physi­
cian says, “  two-thirds o f his patients are sick 
only through their imaginations,”  either too 
many of them die, or too many doctors get a liv­
ing they don’t earn, for the above is a pretty 
general opinion of the medical fraternity. Hence 

■ it is little wonder that so many “  new cures” 
abound, cures that depend upon faith, prayer, 
mirth, anger— anything, in short, but medicine. 
It is well, indeed, for the people to find out upon 
what their health is based, if not upon correct 
and rational living, as physiology declares. If 
faith, or anything else outside of our old opinions, 
can demonstrate the declared fact of our ail­
ments being of the mind instead of the body, the 
sooner the better. Many a man and woman has 
spent a fortune in doctoring— endeavoring to ex­
pel the evil spirit of imaginary disease. So one 
may judge, from what the doctors say. At the 
same time they decry the practice of so-called 
Christian Science! Well, the world is just be­
ginning to understand, or rather investigate, .the 
realm of mind, and will no doubt sometime, in 
the broad kingdom, discover the source of nil 
human misery, real and imaginary.

|  — A  wide-awake Iowa woman has invented a 
ballot-box that can not be stuffed, and now calls 
upon her country to invent voters that can not 
be stuffed with beer, brag, or bribery, when, she 
thinks, it will have 'made a long stride toward a 
better government. Uncle Sam is not yet blind 
with age, and be will certainly see that there is 
but one thing he can do to make this ballot-box 
of practical value— make full voters of the better 
half o f his citizens, wives, mothers and daugh- 

I ters of our great Republic. Politics will never 
be quite honest and sober until put under the 
restraining and refining influence of woman. 
W ithout woman there would be no homes, and 
without her there will never be perfect govern 
ment.
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On Sunday next, Jan. 22d, in Irving Hall, at 
.¡y, p. m„ W. J. Colville will lecture, by partie- 
¿ 1  itquesl, on the White Cross Movement—a 
noTcmcnt which only needs to be fully pnder- 

1 good to be highly appreciated by all right- 
minded people thé world over. In England and I 

: in (be English Church it originated with the 
Egahop ot Dorhjun, though owing to  the promi- 
! ant part taken in it by Miss Ellice Hopkins, 

tint lady is often looked upon as its progenitor, 
f IbNgh originating across the ocean, and in the 

j ŝcopal Church, it has won for itself world- 
j  idt recognition, and is now most heartily en- I 
Edtned by lovers of moral purity in all parts o f I 
[ the civilized earth. The vow of the Knights o f  I 

the Older is one which every right-minded well- 
I auler to humanity could only be too glad to 
t uke, as it is a standing protest against prevailing 

immorality, coupled with a determinate resolve 
to live a life of purity as far as in us lies.

I  Al liberal-minded philanthropists should club 
, together and give this Movement their most 
I  htutj support, as its methods are both humane I 

and practical. The old method of attracking I 
a riot without doing anything to eradicate the 
►  causes which produce it receives no countenance 
I  h a  the White Cross Order, which attacks the 
! root of social degradation by urging boys from 
■ sateen to eighteen years of age to join  societies, I 
e  the members of which have solemnly pledged 
j; ôemsekes to frown upon every species o f coarse-1 
B ness and indecency, while to treat all women 
I  with respect and endeavor to protect them from 
I degradation is their solemn vow. The creation 
| « f i  purer and more enlightened public senti-1 
I  sent is the chief endeavor of the Order, and to 
[ ttlirs this, lectures are delivered, tracts distrib-
■  wed tod meetings held with a  view to enlighten-
■  eg the unenlightened on the true means o f pro-1 
1 dicing and maintaining health and purity. The
■  highly metaphysical nature of the Movement is 
I  torcibly stated in the following words of Ellice

Hopkins: "The White Cross Movement exists 
to teach the true basis of physical, moral, and 
spiritual health, not to enter into the morbid j 
pathology of disease. It exists to give positive 
teaching, not negative warnings.”

Much more might easily be said, but enough 
In boon condensed into the above few sentences 
to explain the high and noble purpose of the | 
cause which W. J. Colville, under influence of 

I his inspirers, will again advocate next Sunday 
[<ienmg.

[, A New De v ic e .— The nineteenth century 
seems the one of all others devoted to  the investi­
gation and development of all that is best in 

■ man. Doubtless the most unique device of any 
age is that of Mr. Francis Gallon, for the precise 

L measurement of all the bodily faculties. Mr. I 
Gallon proposes the construction of a laboratory 
where, for a small fee, exact measurements of a 

’ person’s hight, weight, chest capacity, muscular 
(tmgth and swiftness, and, what is better, the 
quality of the several senses and the extent of] 

I mental power. Unfortunately, science does not 
«cognize but five senses; and the mental power 
developed by communion with the so-called 

[ Shadowfland, is taken no note of. Psychometry,
[ clairvoyance and clairaudience, are positive facul­

ties, not of the mind, but o f the soul; and yet, I 
’> since they are destined to play so important a  1 

put in our physical being, they may very properly 
i he classed as mental faculties. Tim e is not d is -1 

ust when any sense or faculty that can be mani­
fest through the flesh, though it be by one only, 
will be accepted as a new revelation of the inner 
He, and not as some odd freak o f a disordered 
being. We are fast coming to respect what we 
do sot understand.

That Water.— Scarcely a  day passes with­
out some occurrence to puzzle our blind mundane 
science. The last and greatest phenomenon for 
which a cause is not yet apparent, is the sudden 
and abundant rising of the waters in the drought- 
stricken regions of Central Illinois. When wells 
and streams were exhausted, there now, without 
rain or other known source of supply, is water 
flowing pure and refreshing, even in most shallow 
places. Science is bound to  incline to subter­
ranean theories in attempting to find a probable 
solution for the occurrence. But not so with 
religion; that sees a direct and special answer to 
the many prayers offered up to  the Throne of 
Cnee asking (or the aqueous blessing. W e be­
lieve that prayer is often answered, whether by 
Cod or His angels, does not matter. The dis- 
embodied have and are, every day, demonstrating 
powers not possessed by mortals. W ho shall say 
that it is more difficult to send water to the fam­
ishing than to construct a  living, fragrant flower 
fa mortal presence? We are not explaining the 
presence of the mysterious water, but just won-1 
doing if religion is not right in accepting its 
coming as an answer to its faithful prayers?

Mrs. J. J . W h it n e y .— Another immense audi- 
tace greeted this marvelous test medium at Odd 
fellows’ Hall last Sunday evening—an audience j 
Comprising many hundreds of the best people of 
Son Francisco and the adjacent towns. Her 
tests were many and surprising. A ll present 
gave the closest and most respectful attention. 
As Mrs. Whitney will give but tw o more public 
seances in this city before her departure for the 
South and East, no one interested in the mani­
festation of the psychic power she possesses to I 
each a wonderful extent, should tail to  see her 
before she goes. Go early to-morrow night and 
get a good seat, for there is no doubt the im- 
merer hall will be packed. Admission only 
tea cents. The singing (in which independent 
sjririt voices sometimes join), by Mr. Maguire 
red Miss Miner, is worth much more than that.

f —\Ve call attention to the interesting com-1 
<aunication by " A .  Y . E .”  published in this 
week’s G. G. The writer relates some experi­
ences on shipboard with the spirits that one 
would naturally suppose would be a  stumbler for 
all Seybert Commissions.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

— The Committee are making fair headway 
with the prize essays. Their report, we doubt 
not, w ill be ready on time.

— M rs. Eugenie Beste, the independent voice 
medium, left last Sunday for Los Angeles. She 
expects to  return to this city erelong.

— “  H ow I  love the G o ld en  G a t e ,”  writes 
a Napa subscriber, renewing her subscription for 
another year; " i t  gives me more comfort than 
“  I  can well tell here.”

— A  Boston subscriber writes: “  I want to 
“  take your beautiful and soul-inspiring paper 
" fo r  another family. I  think it the best spirit*
“  ual paper published. I  could not do without

— D r. W . W . McKaig will speak before the 
Society o f Progressive Spiritualists, at Washing­
ton H all, 35 Eddy street, to-morrow (Sunday) 
at 2 o ’clock P. M. Subject: “  The Witnesses of 
Spiritualism.”

— D r. Henry Rogers left on the 15th instant 
for a short visit to  Los Angeles, San Diego and 
Santa Barbara. He expects to return by the 
10th of February when he can again be seen at 
his residence, 524 Eddy street.

— A  query from a subscriber: “  A  Thcosophist 
".writes that his own astral body is absent in 
"  South America, how do you account for that, 

'and he be able to  communicate here?”  We 
should say it is quite probable that he is mis­
taken.

4  — A  lady, writing from Nebraska, to order a 
copy o f the G o ld e n  G a t e  to be sent to her 
son, says: "  I  am taking the G olden  G ate  
"  and like it  very much. T is  like a  light in a 
' ‘ dark place here, where Spiritualism is un- 
"  known.

— W . J. Colville’s  classes are held at Meta­
physical College, Room 7, Odd Fellows’ Build­
ing, as follows: Psychometric, Mondays and 
Thursdays at 2:30 r . m .; Theosophical, same 
days at 8 r .  M.; Metaphysical, Tuesdays.at 10:30 
a . u .  and 2:30 p. m. Single admissions granted 
during the remainder of the course, which ends 
Jan. 26th;

— W . J . Colville, the celebrated inspirational 
orator and poet, conducts public services in 
Irving Hall, 139 Post street, above Kearny, 
every Sunday. Class at .1045 a . m . and 7:30 
p. M.; Class in Theosophy or Spiritual Science at 
2:30 P. M. Prof. Eckman, organist; Mmc. 
Marie Bishop, soprano, assisted by other eminent 
vocalists.

— A  splendid opportunity of purchasing a mag­
nificent $500 Steinway grand piano for $200 for 
use of the Metaphysical College, has just pre­
sented itself. Friends of the College are re­
spectfully requested to take shares in the instru­
ment at S1.00 each that it may be secured 
immediately. The piano will be the property of 
the College, which will be erelong a permanently 
organized institution o f this city.

— Hudson Tuttle’s able letter to the Seybert 
Commission, which we copy from the R eligio- 
Philosophical Journal, should be read by all 
Spiritualists. It  contains much food for reflec­
tion for them as well as for the members o f the 
Commission. Hudson Tuttle is one o f our 
clearest thinkers and brightest writers. He al­
ways has something to say and he is sure to say 
it  at the right time and in the right place.

— Mrs. J . J. Whitney, the wonderful platform 
test medium, of this city, accompanied by her 
husband, will leave on the 5th of Febraury for 
an extended trip to tbe South and East. Her 
first stop will be at Stockton, where she will 
give a  public test meeting at the Stockton 
Theater, on Sunday evening, Feb. 12th. She 
will arrive in Stockton on Monday, Feb, 6th, 
and will give private sittings during the week. 
W e heartily commend her to all Spiritualists 
wherever she may go.

— A  good brother, writing from Brooklyn, 
N . Y ., says: “  Some of us in Brooklyn regard
" t h e  G o ld en  G a t e  as tbe grand spiritual 
"journ al o f the day. My attention was first 
"c a lled  to it by our mutual friend and brother, 
"  H . H . Kenyon, of S t. Paul, Minn., and I never 
"see  the paper without thanking him for this 
«'blessing, and saying God bless the man and 
"w om an (Brother and Sister) who can so for for- 
" g e t  the material and come into such close rap- 
“ port with the spiritual part of every man who 
“  wishes to  cultivate his spiritual nature.”

— J. H . White, o f 645 1-2 Stevenson street, 
has shown us a  large number of spirit photographs 
taken by Dr. D . J . Stansbury. Mr. White has 
taken much interest in this matter, resolved, as 
he declares, to test the matter thoroughly. In 
the course of bis investigations he procured two 
plates from a  photographer on Kearny street. 
These plates he had the photographer mark so 
that he could identify them. He took them to 
Dr. Stansbury’s where they were exposed in the 
Doctor’s camera. He then took the plates away 
with him, and had the pictures developed by the 
photographer from whom he procured them. 
There were faces on each besides his own that he 
recognized.

— On Tuesday, Jan. 17th, W . J. Colville paid 
a second visit to Gilroy, by invitation of Dr. 
Brigham and other progressive minds resident in 
that pleasant town. The lecture, which was de­
livered in the large public hall, drew together a 
select and numerous audience, at twenty-five cents 
admission, on a cold evening. The subject se­
lected by a committee chosen by the audience 
was, in effect, " H a s  the Progress of Mankind 
been Assisted or Hindered by Theology?”  A  
very interesting lecture was delivered on that 
fruitful topic of discussion, after which a number 
of good questions were ably answered. The ex­
ercises closed with an impromptu poem which 
elicited hearty applause. The leading newspaper, 
as on the occasion o f W . J . Colville’s former 
visit, gave a lengthy and complimentary notice.

Announcement b y  W . J . Colville.

T o  M v F r i e n d s  E v e r y w h e r e :— At 
the earnest solicitation o f persons in all 
parts o f  the country who take an interest 
in what is popularly known as Metaphysical 
Healing, I  have resolved, if I  receive the 
necessary encouragement, to issue as soon 
as possible a  complete manual and text 
book for the purpose o f  the public at 
large, giving not only the theory o f  Men­
tal Healing, but containing the thoroughly 
authenticated testimony from persons in 
all parts of tbe world to the benefits they 
have received from mental or spiritual 
treatment.

T h e tim e has now fully come for a 
work o f  this kind, and I am strongly im­
pressed that it is a  part o f  my duty to 
complete one, and I can assure the public 
who favor roe with their assistance that 
the work will be properly and conscien­
tiously performed. It will be divided into 
two parts, first, Philosophy; second, Dem­
onstration.

For the first part, I  invite questions from 
all parts o f  the world pertaining to the 
subject which I will answer faithfully ac­
cording to the best lights I can obtain 
from all sources, visible and invisible.

For the second part I  request concise 
statements o f  practical experience with 
liberty to publish name and address o f 
writer. I  shall exclude all anonymous 
testimony as unsatisfactory to the general 
reader, no matter how sure I may be of 
the truth o f  what is recorded.

In order to bring out in presentable 
form, in clean print and strong cloth bind­
ing, such a work of reference as this will 
be, I  must have capital at my disposal, as 
1 shall be compelled to make large ad­
vance payments to the publishers. I  there­
fore solicit subscriptions at $1 for a book, 
which will be very cheap at $1 50, which 
will be its lowest price after it is out.

T o  make the matter perfectly clear to 
all who are disposed to help me with lit­
erary material for this enterprise, I  will 
offer the following suggestions: For the 
philosophic department I invite any and 
every question which has a reasonable 
bearing on the relation o f  the physical 
system to the mind, and on the relation of 
mental states to physical conditions. After 
I have received a number of questions on 
any subject I  shall devote a section of the 
work to a  consideration o f them, and the 
philosophical section will, therefore, be 
divided under several distinct headings. 
T h e greatest amount o f  space will be devot­
ed to those topics upon which the greatest 
number of questions have been forwarded.

I particularly request all my corres­
pondents to write legibly and to the point.
I cannot possibly undertake to decipher 
hieroglyphics, nor can I  revise essays. 
Questions are all that I invite, and all I  can 
find time to attend to. I  will, however, 
add that in this department I will under­
take to review books or pamphlets which 
may be sent me either for or against the 
theory which it is ray sole object to be in­
strumental in elucidating fairly. I f  I  re­
ceive a great deal more valuable matter 
than I can possibly use for one volume,
I shall issue another work of a similar 
nature as I  have opportunity. Communi­
cations received soon stand a  far better 
chance o f  incorporation and attention 
than those which are delayed, as I want to 
bring the book out before Summer.

With regard to the second section, I 
request only accounts o f  benefits received 
without resort to any material appliance, 
and especially do-I invite records o f  moral 
and intellectual benefits derived from 
mental therapeutics. I  am quite willing 
in publishing these narratives to give a 
free advertisement to any public or private 
practitioner whose name may appear. I 
wish it to be distinctly understood that in 
this department 1 fill the role o f historian 
only ; facts must speak for themselves; the 
testimony o f the writers must stand on their 
own merits. I shall, o f  course, exercise 
my own judgment and. discretion as to 
what I publish. I  shall also take the 
liberty to condense very long histories. I 
will, therefore, remind all that pithiness 
and brevity are the open sesame to the 
pages o f “  Mental Therapeutics-Phil­
osophy and Phenomena,”  which will be 
the prospective title o f  the work when 
published.

Soliciting immediate co-operation from 
those interested, I  remain tbe readers' sin­
cere friend. W . J  C o l v i l l e .

Many successful treatments are reported as 
having been given by the healers connected with 
the Pacific Coast Metaphysical Company. Classes 
for instruction in Mental Healing are formed 
monthly. Books, magazines, etc., for sale.

Dr. D. J. Stansbury, the independent slate- 
writer and clairvoyant physician, accompanied 
by Mrs. Stansbury, will leave for Los Angeles 
about Feb. tst. Parties desiring the Doctor to 
stop over, en route, may address him at 305 
Scott street, this city. After visiting the south­
ern part of our State, Dr. and Mrs. Stansbury 
contemplate an extended tour of the Eastern 
States. ________

FOBM O F  BEQUEST.

T o those who may be disposed to contribute by 
will to the spread of the gospel of Spiritualism 
through the Golden  Gate , the following form 
of bequest is suggested:

"  I give and bequeath to the Golden  Ga t e  
Printing and Puolishing Company, of San Fran­
cisco, Incorporated, November 28th, 1885, in 
trust, for the uses and dissemination of the cause 
of spiritualism. ■ — dollars."

A d v lc o  t o  M otiverà.
Mas. W n m o v 'i Boothino .Maur shonU alvraya be 

uscd when childrcn ere cutting teoth. I t  relieves thè 
little »ufftrer et once; it  produce» naturai, quiet aleep 
by rclieving thè oblia frompain, and thè little charuD 
aw akeaai"brlght aa a  butto«.”  I t  la very plensnnt 
to tatto. I t  sootnes thè cbild, aoltona tbo ruma, aliava 
all paia, ralle rea wtnd, regalità» thobowele, and la thè 
boat kno wn remod y for diarrboaa, whetber tritine from 
teetbing or other cause». Twenty-flvo cent» a fiottio.

A L D E N ’S M AN IFO LD C YC LO PE D IA OF 
KN OW LEDGE AN D  LAN GU AG E.

One of the most extraordinary literary enter­
prises of the age is the work which bears the 
above title.

The specimen pages which the publisher sends 
free to any applicant, show the type which is 
used— a good clear-faced Brevier; also the form.
"  Ideal,”  for convenience, easy for the eye, handy 
to hold.

There will be several thousand illustrations—  
no "  mere pictures,”  but everything of importance 
that will serve to explain the text.

The Man ifold  C yclopedia  is much more 
than a "Cyclopedia of Universal Knowledge;” 
it embodies also a Dictionary of tbe English 
Language— including every word which has just 
claim to a place in the language. In the Man i­
fold  Cyclopedia  you will find a survey of all 
knowledge which is illustrated by the English 
Language, and the cost is hardly more than com­
monly charged for a Dictionary alone.

Editorial talent second to none in America, in 
experience and sk ill is engaged in the conduct of 
the work; tbe publisher’s post experience in | 
Cyclopedia making (notably in the Library of 
Universal Knowledge, now known— trebled in 
price— as the International Cyclopedia) is good 
basis for the pledge he makes to his patrons that 
T he Manifold  shall be inferior to no other 
Cyclopedia in any of the important qualities of a 
popular guide to knowledge. Specimen pages 
tree or a specimen volume may be ordered and 
returned if  not wanted; 50 cents per volume for 
cloth, 65 cents for Morocco binding; postage 
10 cents extra. John B. A lden, Publisher, 
393 Pearl street, New York.

N O T IO E 8  O F  M E E T IN G S .

M R S , J. J. W HITNEY, PLATFORM  TE ST MEDI- 
^  urn. At Odd Fallow»’ Hall, cornar of Market and 
Saventh Street; entrance on Seventh. Sunday evening, at 
8 o’clock, sharp.

\KT J. COLVILLE, TH E CELEBR ATED INSPI* 
_ • rational Speaker and Improvisa tore. Spiritual Ser­

vices in Irving Hall. Post Street, above Kearny Street. 
Mme. Marie Bishop, Soloist. Miss E. Beresfora Joy, So­
loist and Organist. Lectures at 10:45 a. m. and 7:30 r. m. 
Answers to questions at 2-45 p. M.

C P IR IT U A L  PHILOSOPHICAL SERVICES AT 
Metropolitan Temple, by the Golden Gate Religious 

and Philosophical Society, every Sunday. At iz  a. m. 
J. J. Morse, the celebrated inspirational speaker, will ans­
wer questions in the trance state, and will lecture in the 
evening. Children’s Lyceum at 12:30 p. m. All servicas

C O C IE TY  OF PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALISTS 
J  meet Sunday at 1 p. m., Washington Hall, 35 Eddy st. 
Free Spiritual Library, of 700 volumes, open every Sunday 
from z to 5 p. m. All are invited. Admission to cents.

TTNION SPIRITUAL MEETING EVERY WED- 
u  nesday evening, at St. Andrews’ Hall, No. zzz, 
Larkin street. Interesting addressee, followed by tests by 
tbe mediums. Admission, free.

O A K L A N D — SPIRITUAL M EETINGS ARE 
held io Shattuck Hall, 453 Eighth Street, near Broad- 

wayyevery Sunday. Conference Meeting at 10:30 a. m. 
Mediums'Meeting at 2 p. m., and Lecture at 7:30 p. m.

PROFESSIONAL OARDS.

C A- RO G E R8,

—  { A R T I S T !  }o—

PO R T R A ITS COPIED AND ENLARGED FROM 
_ Spirit Photographs and pictures of all kinds, to any 

size desired, in Oil, Water Colors, India Ink. Crayon and 
Pastel. All orders promptly attended 10. P ’ea-e call, or 
write for particulars. Studio, room 76, St. Ann’s Building, 

N o. 6  E dd y Street, San  F rancisco . 
ja«.2i

jyjRS. J. J. WHITNEY,

The Wonderful

C l a i r v o y a n t  a n d  T e s t  M e d iu m

Located at 1 zao Sixth Street, 

San  F rancisco,

Sittings daily. I t t I t $1.00.

DR. D. J. STA N SBU R Y.

INDEPENDENT SLATE-WRITING.

OFFICE AND RESIDENCE 

SOS S c o tt street, San  F rancisco .

K T  Take Haight Street Cars, 

__________augi3________

M M E . M A R IE  F R H S S -B I8 H O P , 

(Soprano, is open to engagements.)

T E A C H E R  O F  “ V O IC E  B U IL D IN G ” ,

ITALIAN, FRENCH, GERMAN, A N D  ENGLISH 
SINGING.

Pupils prepared for church, concert, oratorio or 
operatic stage.

Lessons private or in classes. Highest references. 
Twenty years experience.

For terms, strictly moderate, address 811 Taylor Street.
San Francisco. sepzo

MRS, L. M. BATES
GIVES

Independent Spirit Treatment 
For Healing.

2035  Clinton Avenue, Alam eda, C a t
Si per treatment.

( F  Wonderful success in most cases. TSk
________________ sepa4-6m________________

Mrs. M. E. Cramer. Mrs.  J. R. W ilson.
ORAMER Jt WILSON,

M E T A P H Y S I C I A N S .
834  Seventeenth Street, San Francisco,

Lessons. Hours for Treatment.
Tuesday and Friday, from

DR. BEIG H LE
Has taken a house on Valencia Street. (1037, near Twenty- 
second,) where she will treat the sick on Monday, Wednes­
day and Friday of each week.

On Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday of each week she 
may be consulted at 37 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose. 

Jan. 7

npRUTH W IL L SURVIVE I

MRS. PETTIBONE
Is Here to Substantiate that Fact,

The past, present and future revealed; the sick healed; 
the lost found; homes made bappy. Sittings daily,

115 J o n e s  s tre e t. novg-zm*

A D V E R T I8 E M E N T 8 .

A NEW DEPARTURE.

8pirlt Eona’s L e ga cy  to  the W ide. W ide 

W orld to  be sold by Agen ts  and 

through the House direct*

To introduce this Great Spiritual Work into every 
Spiritual family, and to those that read for advanced thought, 
I wish to appoint an agent ( lady or gentleman) in every 
dty and town in the United States. Canada, and foreign 
countries.

Those that will accept this position will find it very pleas* 
ant work. A few hours each day devoted to the sale of this 
book will bring you a nice income. Aside from this, yon 
are doing a great spiritual good in distributing to the many 
tbe advanced thoughts in tbe book.

With little effort the book can be sold to nearly every 
Spiritualist that dwells in your dry.

CR.ONLY O NE AGENT to each town or dty is wanted. 
Those that desire tbe same will please advise me at once, 
and I will mail them full particulars as to prices, etc.

The book is well advertised, and the many sales we have 
made is proof that this is tbe proper time for a book like this

[TITLE FAGB.J

S P IR IT  E O N A ’S  L E G A C Y  T O  T H E  

W ID E  W ID E  W O R L D ; 

V O I C E S  F R O M  M A N Y  H I L L - T O P S , 

ECHOES FROM M ANY VALLEYS.

- ( or the IN­

E XPERIE NCE S OF TH E SPIRITS EON &  EONA 

In Earth-Life and the Spirit Spheres: in Ages Past; 
in the Long, Long Ago; and their Many 

Incarnations in Eartb-Life and 
on other worlds.

Given throogh tbe '• Sun Angel’s Order of Light.”

The book has 650 large Sized p ages , ¡» elegantly 
bound in fine English doth, has beveled boards 

and gilt top; will be sent by mail on 
receipt o f $9.50.

Please send amount by money order or registered letter 

Catalogues giving contents of the] book mailed free to

A G E N T S  W A N T E D .

Please address all letters to.

JO H N  B . F A Y E T T E  1
B o x  1863. O sw ego, N. Y.

TH E  BOOK,
" S B I R I T  E O N A ’ S L E G A C Y ."

Has found its way to England and Germany, and is on sola
In Madras. British India, b y .......................... Kalsam Bros.
In Melbourne. Victoria, b y....M r. and Mrs. S. A. Morris 
In Auckland, New Zealand, by Mr, and Mrs. Geo. Chainy

MIND H EALIN G !

P ac ific  Coast M etaphysical Company.

T H E  SICK A N D  AFFLICTED SHOULD COME 
and be heeled, fhere is help Jor ail. Treatments given 

daily. Absent treatment a specialty. Will visit patients. 
i y  Classes formed monthly for instruction. E l

AH books, pamphlets or magazines on Christian or Mental 
Science for sale. Abo standard works an Occultism and 
Theosophy. Humboldt Library of Science, and all novels 
00 Metaphysical Thought. Sole agent for W. J. Colville’s 
“  Spiritual Science’’ and “  Metaphysical Queries.*’ Com­
pleta list of Dr. Evans’ works. Agent for T he E soteric, 
Subscriptions taken at $1.50 a year; single conics, 15 cents. 
Send for price list.

I For Terms of Instruction and Treatment, call on or

MRS SADIE GORIE,
Manager Pacific Coast Metaphysical Co, 

dec;7-2m* No. 6 Turk Street. San Francisco.

O H A R LE S  H . H E A T H ,

M ETAPH YSICAL H EALER ,
G ives Treatm ents a t  the 

M E T A P H Y S IC A L  CO LLEG E , 
ROOM 7 t

Odd Fellow s’ Building, M arket Street,

Or at his residence, 318  Jones St. Or m il visit patient,

Mr. Heath’s success, of late, has been truly wonderful. 
Absent treatments given.

T3L All of W. I. Colville’s works, and many other valua­
ble publications always on hand. nov.zS

J ) R .  W. M. KEELE R,

SPIR IT PH OTOGRAPH ER,
454 F ran k lin  A venu e, B rooklyn , N. Y.

Those who desire correct likenesses of their departed 
friends can send to tbe above address. Tbe doctor operates 
upon likenesses of tbe living, thereby producing pictures of 
departed friends. Terms, $2. Addre-s as above.

jan. »4

T H E  PS Y O H O G R A P H ,
OR

D I A L  P L A N C H E T T E ,
This instrument has now been thoroughly tested by nu­

merous investigators, and has proved more satisfactory than 
tbe planchette, both in regard to the certainty and correct­
ness^ tbe communications, and as a means of developing 
mediumship. Many who were not aware of their mediutn- 
istic gift have, after a  few.sittings, been able to receive 
astonishing communications from their departed friends.

Cant. D . B. Edwards, Orient, N . Y „  writes:
« 'I had communications (by tbe Psycbogtaph) from many 

other friends, even from tbe old solders whose grave-stone» 
are mass-grown in tbe old yard. They have been highly 
satisfactory, and proved to me that Spiritualism is indeed 
true, and the communications have givtn my heart the great­
est comfort in the severe loss 1 have had of son, daughter, 
and their mother.”

Dr. Eugene Crowell, whose writings have made bis name 
familiar to those interested in psychical matters, wrote as

Dear Sir: I am much pleased with the Psychograph 
you sent me, and will thoroughly test it the first opportunity 
1 may have. It is very simple in principle and construction, 
and 1 am sure must he for more sensitive to spirit power 
than tbe one now io use. I believe it will generally super­
sede the latter when its superior merits become known.

A. P. Miller, journalist and poet, in an editorial notice o. 
tbe instrument in bis paper, tbe Worthington (Minn.) "Ad­
vance,”  says:

"The Psychograph ban improvement upon tbe planchette, 
having a dial and letters, with a -ew words, so that vary little 
•power’  is apparendy required to give tbe communications. 
We do not hesitate to recommend it to all who care to test 
the question whether spirits can return and communicate-

Price, 61 , postage free.
Address

HUDSON TU TTLE,
jaa. 14 Berlin Heights, Ohio^



6 GOLDEN GATTE T January 21,  (&g|

The Seybert Commission— An Open L e t­
ter  to the A ctin g  Chairman.

M r . H o r a c e  Howard F u r n is s :— D ear 
S ir :— I have received the following letter 
of inquiry from you, and as you request 
the privilege of publishing my reply in 
your Report, I take the liberty of pub­
lishing the correspondence.

Mr . H udson T uttles— Dear Sir:— In the 
Rehgio - Philosophical Journal of the 27th of 
June, in a notice of the “  Seybert Investigation," 
yon say, in reference to the answering of ques­
tions in sealed envelopes: "  Any good clairvoy­
ant can do this.”

Can you send me the name and address of any 
such clairvoyant who would be willing to permit 
us to investigate this power? As I  write in an 
official capacity, permit me to add that my ques­
tion and your answer, if you will allow it, may 
be hereafter used in our published Report. I re­
main my dear sir, etc.

H orace How ard  Furniss, 
Acting Chairman Seybert Commission.

In reply, I  can not give you the desired 
address of a clairvoyant, with my en­
dorsement, not because I have not full 
faith in clairvoyance, but because 1 have 
no confidence in your Commission. I 
could expect no better treatment o f 
those who came before you than you 
gave Mrs. Fox-Kane; and if you pro­
ceeded in the same manner with the best 
clairvoyant, you could not obtain any 
other than a negative result, which your 
Commission would herald to the world as 
the collapse o f the high claims for Spirit­
ual seeing.

If  your Commission had proceeded in­
telligently and earnestly to investigate, 
with a  candor and iutegrity worthy of a 
great movement which claims to bring 
assurance o f  immortal life, it would be 
the bounden duty o f  every Spiritualist to 
assist you to the utmost o f  his power. 
T h ey would gladly do so, and when your 
Commsssion was first proposed, the most 
influential o f  their number rejoiced that 
at length the attention of scientific men 
was called to the subject. I  need not 
tell you how soon they saw their error; 
how soon they saw that they were to ex­
pect nothing from the Commission, but 
an ex parte examination, made for the 
purpose of fulfilling the conditions by 
which money was -to be gained for 
the University, and the subject of in­
vestigation made as little of as possible. 
When your Report appeared, instead o f a 
dignified document, such as men of sci­
ence usually write, it was composed in the 
bantering style o f buffoonery and cuteness 
o f  the court fool; and while the secular 
press threw up the fool's-cap, and shouted, 
Eureka! honest men (even those who op­
posed Spiritualism) were sad at heart that 
men who claimed high places in science, 
should so far forget themselves as to play 
the clown, and subscribe to a Report more 
damaging to themselves than the cause 
they sought to bring into disrepute. *  *

Pardon me if  I  speak in plain words. 
I  dislike to use them, but this subject does j 
not admit o f  softer speech or qualifying 
phrases. Y ou have, after a narrow, su­
perficial and wholly unscientific investi­
gation, made with the determination to 
fiud only fraud and credulity, thrown your 
report in the face o f  Spiritualism, and 
can not'expect soft words o f  praise.

In  my criticism o f your Report, to 
which you refer, I  said that you yet had 
the psychic field to explore; that you bad 
just touched on some o f  the more mater­
ial phenomena, and the more delicate and 
difficult mental manifestations were not 
even mentioned. I  am glad your atten­
tion is now directed to them, and if as­
sured that you would pursue your investi­
gations in the line essential to success, I 
would gladly co-operate; but the very 
demand you make shows how uncompre­
hended and utterly incomprehensible the 
subject is to you.

Send you a  clairvoyant? Clairvoyance 
is one o f  the most subtile spiritual condi­
tions, the coming and going o f which can 
not be predicated, and so little understood 
that its manifestation can not be assured. 
It comes to the sensitives, who are as del­
icate to influences as the magnetic needle; 
yet your Commission want a clairvoyant,: 
as you would a machine, to do a  certain. 1 
work in the way you demand; and if  there I 
is failure, then you will cry, “  See! this 
clairvoyant was recommended by the 
Spiritualists, and however sharp in deceiv­
ing them, before us nothing appears.”  So 
far from recommending a  clairvoyant to 
you, I  should hesitate to recommend any 
medium to go before you.

I f  all mediums should dignifiedly re­
fuse, o f  course the Commission would be 
left in a  bad way; but it would not care. 
I t  investigated “ slate-writing”  by sum­
moning a professional juggler, and for 
clairvoyance the advertisements o f  the 
daily press will inform them o f any 
number o f  professional “ clairvoyants,”  
“ seventh daughters o f  seventh daugh­
ters,”  “  born with a  veil,”  and otherwise 
qualified to appear before the Commission. 
These will not be troubled by adverse 
conditions, and are sure to repeat their 
well-learned impositions, to report which 
will be both meat and drink to this scien­
tific body.

Let it be understood that I write this 
not with .distrust o f  mediums and clair­
voyants, but in the interest o f  those who 
are genuine and true.

T hus the first reason why I can not 
recommend a  clairvoyant is because the 
Commission has shown incompetency to 
comprehend the nature of the phenom­
ena, and unfairness in treatment.

T h e  second reason is because I too 
well know from long and intimate connec-

tion therewith, the necessities which en­
viron the manifestations. T h ey can not 
be produced to order. T h e subtile con­
ditions on which they depend are almost 
wholly unknown, or when understood 
often difficult to comply with. W e know 
that there are sensitive organizations, and 
these at times fall into a still more sus­
ceptible state. When this occurs, the 
clairvoyant faculty is manifested. So 
sensitive and delicate is this state that the 
mere expectation by the subject, or o f 
those who are near, may entirely vitiate 
the results.

T he same may be truthfully said o f  the 
highest order of mediumship in all phases, 
and the higher phase the more susceptible 
it is to environment, as the subject is more 
sensitive.

I speak from an experience reaching 
over more than thirty-five years. I  have, 
when sitting for table movings, a mani­
festation which would seem to be as inde­
pendent o f sensitiveness on the part o f 
the medium as any well could be, felt as 
if struck by a blow when some person 
came into the room, or asked a angle 
question. I  have at times been clair­
voyant, without seeking, and when I have 
most desired to enter that state, I  have 
been farthest from it.

A s is well known, I have written many 
books under a control that has completely 
dominated over my individuality; and I 
often speak in a state approaching uncon­
sciousness. Whenever I write, this con­
trol is always present, and its intensity 
depends on my physical and spiritual con­
dition. I know when it is falling on me 
from the coldness of my hands and feet 
and the heat in my forehead, and the 
intensity o f  this disturbance o f  the circula­
tion measures in the intensity of the in­
spiration. I  know that through all these 
phases, friends have received communica­
tions from the departed which have been 
of highest consolation to them.

I ask that you will pardon this allusion 
to myself, and understand that I only do 
so to make stronger the point at issue. 
Conscious that this is true, yet I  should not 
desire to go before the Seybert Commis­
sion, for I should positively know that 
clairvoyance would be imposable, and 
the response from moving o f  inanimate 
objects scarcely to be expected, unless 
that Commission pledged itself to abide 
by the conditions essential to success, 
and have patience after many failures to 
continue a sufficient time to assure suc­
cess.

T h e reason why I do not desire to 
recommend any one is thus apparent. 
When a  student o f astronomy would ob­
serve an eclipse o f  the sun he goes to the 
point where the phenomena can be seen. 
Suppose on the contrary he should enter a 
darkened room, and say to some one who 
had said the sun had been eclipsed, and 
would soon be eclipsed again: “  I f  that is 
true, bring in the sun, and let me see it. If 
it can not be produced here, I  will not be­
lieve it. I  never saw it, and you can not show 
it, consequently it is a false statement!”  
This is the attitude o f the Commission to 
a  field o f  investigation far more difficult 
to explore than the calculable orbits of 
the solar system. I f  the student of astron­
omy should consult the astrologers, it 
would parallel the Commission consulting 
jugglers.

When the Commission has learned the 
necessities o f the subject it has in charge, 
and instead of being determined to find 
fraud, is willing to accept facts as they 
transpire, I  will most arduously assist in 
its research, until then 1 can not con­
scientiously comply.

I am fraternally yours,
H u d s o n  T u t t l e .

A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

S HE S Photograph Gallery,
No. 3*3 Kearny Street,

Sam Francisco. s i s * Cal .

What if the use of paying five and six dollars per dozen 
for Cabinet Photographs, on Montgomery and Market 
streets, when the very best work can be obtained at this 
Gallery for half the price.

Children’s Cabinet Pictures taken by the instantaneous 
process for three dollars per dozen: and, no matter how 
estlcss, a good likeness guaranteed.

B. A. CLARK. J. B. COLLINS. J. C. DUTTNBR

C L A R K , C O L L IN S  &  B U T T N E R ,

R E A L  E ST A T E  B R O K E R S ,
»4 West San ta  Clara Strebt,  San Josb,  Cal ., 

(Under Tower.)
Have a Choice Line of all kinds of Property, 

sepa«

MONTGOMERY & REA,

L e ad in g  D ealers  In R e a l E state, 

SAN JOSE, CAL.

Loans Negotiated— Rents Collected.

S8T Send for Descriptive Catalogue of Property, t t

g  J. SALISBURY,

—  4 R e a l  Estate I >—
San ta  Ana, -  Los Angeles County,  - California 

• Inquiries from abroad answered promptly.

W H IPS
MADE IN A L L  STYLES

Buggy, Carriage, Cab, Team, Farm and Express. augi

INVENTION!II  has revolutionized the world 
[■ during the last half eentnry. 
1 *  N ot least among the wonders o l 

Inventive progress Is a  method and system o f  work 
that can be performed a ll over the country without 
separating the workers from their homes. Pay lib­

era l j any one can do the w ork; either sex, yonng or 
old; no special ability required. Capital not needed: 
you aro started free. C at this out and return to ns and 
I wo w ill send you free, something o f great value and 
|Importance to  you, that w ill start you in  business.

dress True k  Go., Augusts, Main«

P U B L IC A T IO N S .

^ L C Y O N E  FR EE IQ R  TWO MONTHS. 

A L C Y O N E
t a Monthly Journal devoted to the spread of the Phi- 
osophy and Phenomena of Spiritualism, without relig­
ious CONTROVERSY.

H. A. BUDING TON. Editor 
Sent free for two months, to those only who enclose a 

a-cent stamp with the order
FIFTY CE NTS A  YEAR.

Issued by the Star Publishing Company.
dec 10 08 Sherman Street, Springfield, Moss.

'J 'H B  GNOSTIC

A  Monthly Journal o f  Spiritual Science, 
Published under the auspices of 

The Mystic Lodge, G'iostic Schools, and Societies of 
Psychic and Physical Culture; edited by the Presidents. 
It will appear each month, and will contain not less than 
forty pages pertaining to the work of the Mystic Lodge, 
Gnostic Societies and Schools and all kindred interests that 
have for their end the study of Esoteric Christianity, Psy­
cho inetry, Occult Science, Mental Therapeutics, Human 
Liberty, and the Culture of all that is Divine in the Human 
Race. Subscription, $2 per annum. Address the Editors, 
care of Mrs. M. E. CRAM ER, 334 Seventeenth Street, 
San Francisco, Cal.

'T 'H E  CARRIER DOVE.

An Illustrated Weekly Magazine, devoted to Spiritualism 
and Reform.

Edited by Mrs. J. Sciilesingbr.
Each number will contain the Portraits and Biographical 

Sketches of prominent Mediums and Spiritual workers of 
the Pacific Coast, and elsewhere. Also, Spirit Pictures by 
our Artist Mediums. Lectures, essays, poems, spirit mes­
sages. editorials and miscellaneous items.
Dr. L . Schlksinger, I . . .  Publishers. 
Mrs. I. Schlksinger, I 

Terms:—$2.50 per Year. Single Copies, to cents. 
Address, TH E CARRIER DOVE,

3* Ellis Street, San Francisco, California.

TH E ESOTERIC.

Issued monthly, a t S I.5 0  per year.

The October number is loaded with practical instructions 
for the attainment of mental, psychic and spiritual powers. 
An Oriental secret is reduced to an available formula. It 
gives a short and sure method for promoting health, mem­
ory, and the higher powers; also exercises for developing 
will power, psychic force and brain aura. _ The number con- j 

I rains more important and useful information than many dol­
lars’ worth of ordinary health books. Every one should 
send thirty cents for a three months trial-subscription. Sin­
gle copies fifteen cents. Address

ESOTERIC PUBLISHING CO, 
oct.t5___________ 478 Shawmut Aye.. Boston, Mass.

B U C H A N A N ’S JOUR NAL OF MAN.

The first number of this monthly (one dollar per annum), 
will be issued February, 1887. Devoted to the science of 
man in all its departments, and to all human progress and 
reform, especially to “  the dawn of the new civilization *  
arising from psychometric science and the revelation of the 
entire constitution of man, soul, L  sin and body,— making 
a journal entirely original for the most advanced, profound 
and liberal thinkers. Remit by postal order, to

D r. J. R. BUCHANAN,
decas 6 l ames St., Boston.

'T 'H E  N . D. C. A X E  A N D  TR U E  KEY-STONE, 

A FOUR-PAGE W EE KLY JOURNAL 
Especially devoted to the Development of Mediumship, 
and official organ of The National Developing Circle.

Terms of Subscription, $1.50 per annum, which includes 
a year’s certificate of membership in the N. D. C.

Sample copy free.
tST  Send for book, “  How to Become a Medium ¡0 your 
own Home,”  and a personal sealed letter designating all 
your phases of mediumship; all for fifteen cents.

Address
JAMES A . BLISS,

N. B. Corner Eighth and Mound Streets, 
scp-24 Cincinnati,  Ohio.

'J 'H E  ALTR UIST

Is a monthly paper, partly in Phonetic spelling, and de­
voted to common properly, united _ labor. Community 
homes, and equal rights to all. It is published by the 
Mutual Aid Community, whose members all live and work 
together, and bold all their property in common, all the 
men and women haying equal rights in electing officers 
and deciding all business affairs by their majority vote. 
Fifty cents a yean specimen copy free.

Address A L ongley,  Editor, 213 North 8th street, 
St. Louis, Mo.______________________________

'J 'H E  WATCHMAN.

AN  8-PAGE M ONTH LY JOURNAL,
Devoted to the Interests of Humanity and Spiritual!- 

Also, a Mouth-piece of the American and Eastern 
Congress in Spirit Life.

WATCHMAN. - - -  - , - Spirit Editor.
Published by

B o s t o n  S t a r  a n d  C r e s c e n t  C o. 
1090 Central Park Avenue,

M illa rd  P osta l S ta tion , :  :  Chicago, Illin o is .

H ATTIE A. BERRY, : Editress and Manager.
A rthur B. Shedd, : ; Assistant Manager.

Terms of Subscription (in advance)—One year, $1.00; 
Six months, 50 cents; Clubs of ten, $8.00; Single copies, 10 
cents; Sample copies, free.

'T 'H E  FREE TH IN KE RS’ MAGAZINE,

A  monthly free magazine. No communication rejected 
on account of the sentiment expressed. The editor reserves 
the right to be as free in the expression of his views as are 
the correspondents. Each writer is solely responsible for his 
or her own opinions. Each number contains 48 pages.

Price, $2.00 a  volume; 25 cents for a single number.
Address,. H. L. GREEN, Editor and Publisher, 

Salamanca. N . Y

'T 'H E  NEW  SYSTEM OF D ELIN EA TIN G  CHAR- 
meter surpasses all others in clearness and availability.

I Can be used without prior study. Is a wonderful mirror of 
the life and character of all yon meet. Gives mental, phys­
ical and business qualifications, conjugal adaptability, 
tendencies to disease, etc., the date of birth alone being 

I required. The system is scientific, useful, instructive and 
highly entertaining. Sent postpaid on receipt of fifty cents.

BU TL ER  &  LATH AM , Publishers, 
juljo-4W______ 478 Shawmut Avenue. Boston, Mass.

FO R BO YS A SPECIAL PHYSIOLOGY,

MRS. E. R. SH EPH E RD , author of “ FOR G IR L S.’

Gives every boy, youth and man important and long 
needed knowledge. “ White Cross”  workers will welcome 
this book as an efficient aid in the Social Purity movement.

”  FOR BOYS”  is a book of 300 pages, handsomely bound 
in Levant cloth. Post paid, $2.00.

Circulars and list of Health Books Free.
Very beat terms to Agents.

SANITARY PUBLISH IN G CO., CHICAGO.
julyam

^ N D R E W  JACKSON DAVIS,

(Seer of the Harmonial Philosophy.)
His latest remarkable book, written and published within 

the past year, entitled,

“ B E Y O N D  T H E  V A L L E Y ,”
(A Sequel to the “  Magic Staff,) 

Explaining Some Important Events in his 
Private Life.

; Is as gladly read, and will be as universally appreciated, as 
any other volume from bis pen. The publishers receive 

orders for it from all parts of the civilized world.
It contains six vivid diagram-illustrations, and 

treats noon subjects autobiographical, and 
explains questions of universal interest.

T he Press, G enerally,
And the numerous distinguished correspondents of the 

| author in particular, have uniformly given to “  Beyond the 
Valley ’’  a  high and influential position among the many 
works of this author.

Price, Single Copy, $1.50;
For Several Copies, a Liberal Discount. The Trade 

Supplied.
Address the publishers of the “  Banner of Light,”

COLBY &  RICH,
Corner Bos worth and Province streets, Boston, Mass 

In remitting by postoffice money order, or otherwise, 
please make it payable to COLnv &  Rich. sepn

“ B E Y O N D ,”
A R ECOR D  O F R E A L LIFE DT TH E 

BE AU TIFU L COUN TRY 
OVER TH E  R IV ER  A N D  BEYON D.

Price . . . . . . .  F ift y  C ents
For Sale at this office.

A D V E R T IS E M E N T S .

IT A L IA N  R ESTAU R AN T A N D  OYSTER  HOUSE. 

112 E L L IS  S T R E E T ,

B E T. POW ELL AND M ASON, SAN FRANCISCO

H. A LLIO N  IS A N D  O. P E R E R A , 
P rop rietors.

Orders can be served in French, Italian, Spanish,
Or Any Style.

French or Italian dinner, Fifty Cents.
Open day and night. Private rooms for ladies and family 

parties. Outside orders for Oysters, Lunches, 
and Ice-Cream promptly filled.

This is truly a first-class and excellently managed «stab- 
ishment. Juljo-tf

PIANOS
Ga i n e d  iot p r e m i u m  for greatest

merit a t the New Orleans Cotton Cen­
tennial &  W o rld ’s  Exposition for refined 
and wonderful power o f loue, elegance o f 
design, and superb finish. O nly piano 
endorsed by U n ited  Staten  commission­
ers, from each o f tlio States. Cases finest 
carved, rosewood flnl«h— finest imported 
double repeating action —  three strings 
throughout o f  best patent steel wire—keys 
beat ivory. Our new patent s te e l tuning 
device, instead o f  wood. Is the greatest in­
vention ever made in  pianos. I t  consists 
o f stationary s te e l tuning pins that are set 
In a mold and molten s te e l is  run round 
the pins keeping them solidly in  place. A 
thimble or shell p in  is made to exactly fit 
the stationary pin revolving thereon; thus 
the strings wind roundtho pins. A fterthe 
strings are properly stretched the piano 
can never get out o f  tunc, the rest plank 
being o f  s te e l is  not aficctcd by extremes 
o f climate. This w ill be  appreciated by 
a ll musicians in  c ity  o r  country. I t  will 
stand 20 years without tuning and Is good 
for 100. No other piano has this improve­
ment.

Great strength an d durability is another 
advantage. In other pianos holes are 
bored In wooden boards and tuning pins 
inserted. Th e pins turn round in  this 
board an d cannot stand permanently in 
tone, and i t  often cracks, splits, drys out, 
becoming utterly, totally and entirely 
worthless as a  musical instrument. Our 
s te e l tuning device is  In no w ay affected 
by such casualltlos,and the sound i ng board 
Is so constructed that our pianos can never 
become thin or metallic in  tone. They 
are alw ays in  tune and the expense o f 
tuning is  saved. T h is  patent alone is 
worth m illions and makes oar piano the

K test in  tho w o rld , trice s  are  no 
ler than other pianos. Buying direct 

from ns. the largest manufacturers, you 
save $100 or $200—Dealers’ profits. Don’t 
m ind the ominous growlings o f  dealers 
and agents, who see their chances o f sell­
ing a  poor piano a t  a  b ig  profit o f  $200— 
slipping aw ay—pity them.

We guarantee our pianos ten years. 100 
styles. Wo have put ou r prices a t lowest 
bed rock for Cash. A  9600  piano for 
8249 .50 ; a  8900  piano for 8297750: a  
81,200  piano for 8375.5 0 ; a  81,500 
piano for 8475  50.  Upright Cabinet 
Grands, w ith stool an d rubber cover 
shipped o n  ca r a t  S. F ., to any part o f  the 
United States, Canada o r  Mexico. Our 
terms are cash with order. I f  not as rep­
resented money returned. W e occasion­
ally  have good second-hand pianos, made 
over a t 8 10 0  to 8 20 0 , which w e take in 
port payment for our own. Write or call 
for catalogue, free.

T . M. ANTISELL PIANO CO.,
Office &  Ware room*. Odd Fellows' H all. 

Cor. M arket &  7th Sts.; Factories. F o l­
som, Shot well <fc 18th Sts., San Francisco, 
•a llfom ia. (Agents wanted.)-

PSYCHOBRETTE.

E v o l u t io n  o f  P l a n c h e t t e !

T X E  P 8 Y O H O B R E T T E

SPIR IT  T A LK IN G -B O A R D .

A  Sure Guide to  Mediumship.

Scientists Mystified 1 Investigators Puzzled I Spiritualists 
Pleased I

The Talking-Board is beautifully made and easily oper­
ated. Price, $x.oo, or $1.25 delivered in any part of the 
United States. Manufactured and for sale by

Thomas Lees, 
142  Ontario  St ., CL E VE LAN D , Ohio. 

tW  Send for Descriptive Circular. oct.15

GRATEFUL—COM FORTING.

EPPS’S COCOA.
BREAKFAST.

“  By a thorough knowledge of the natural laws 
which govern the operation of digestion and nutrition, 
and by a careful application of the fine properties of 
well-selected Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our 
breakfast tables with a delicately flavored beverage 
which may save us macy heavy doctors' bills. It is by 
the judicious use of such articles of diet that a  consti­
tution may be gradually built up until strong enough 
to resist every tendency to disease. Hundreds of subtle 
maladies are floating around us ready to attack where- 
cvcr there is a weak point. We may escape many a 
fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with pure 
blood and a properly nourished frame.”— ["‘Civil Service 
Gazette."

Made simply with boiling water or milk.
Sold only in half-pound tins, by grocers, labeled thus; 

James Epps & Co., Homoeopathic Chemists, 
sep3 London, England.

F O B  M EN  A N D  B O Y S .

These goods are perfect-fitting, and 
unexcelled for beauty o f  finish and 

j elegance o f  style.
Unrivalled for cheapness—as the reversible principle 

makes one collar equal to two.
_ Both standing and turn-down collars in all desirable 

sizes and styles.
Sample collar and pair of cuffs sent on receipt o f six 

cents. (Name the size.)
| illustrated Catalogue free.

Ten Collars or five pair of Cuffs sold at stores for 25 cts.
REVERSIBLE COLLAR CO..
27 K ilby St., Boston. Mass. aug6

RICHLY?"!
month. I t  Is easy fo r any ono to  make IS and upwards 
per day, who Is w illing to  work. Either sex ; young 

I t  old; capital not needed; wo start you. Everything 
-iew. No special ability required. Y on , reader, ran 
do i t  as well as any one. W rite to ns at onco for fu ll

Krtie.ul.irn. which wo mail free. Address Stinson k 
.. Portland. Maine

■ J'HREE M ONTH S FR E E .

Weber’s Illustrated Magazine of Human Culture, de­
voted to Physical, Mental, Moral and General Self-Im­
provement. Will be sent three months free to any on% who 
says where he saw this, and sends us bis or her address, to* 

I get her with ten cents to pay postage, etc. This offer en­
ables all to give this new wonderful magazine a trial. $x.co 
per year, to cents for agents' outfit.

Address, M. S. W EBER, Publisher,
Farmerxville, Pa.

A D V E R T IS E M E N T S .

'T H I S  CE LE B R AT E D  PHYSICIAN HAS BEEN 
I  (through spirit agency) a great benefactor of his fellow- 

man by curing all those peculiar diseases which result from 
indiscretions of youth and excesses in married life, (such as 
SVERMATOERHCBA, Of SEMINAL WEAKNESS, causing 
Nervous Debility, Organic Weakness, Premature Decline 
of the Manly Powers, Involuntary Vital Losses, Impaired 
Memory, Mental Anxiety, Absence of Will Power, Milan- 
cboly. Weak Back, etc.) by an External Application of his 
own discovery, and is therefore known only to himself, 

gar It  curks in from six t y  to  siNifrv days.
It is a medicine to be applied externally to the parts 

affected by pad and bandage, which accompany the remedy. 
It cures by absorption, which is the only reliable method of 
curing the above named complaints. Those who are ailing 
should send for this outward application, if they can pool* 
bly do so, as it never fails to cure in the most advanced cases 

Now, reader, if  you are one of the afflicted, send the 
Doctor at once five a-cent stamps for his “  Private Coun­
sellor,”  telling all about the above named complaints, 
what the price will be for a cure, with strong, convincing 
testimonials sworn to.

Address, Vineland, N e w  Jersey, and say in
what paper you saw this advertisement. oct.p-iy

CPENCÈRIAN
O t e e l  p e n s  I

A r e  T h e  B e s t

USED BY TH E BEST PENMEN
Hated for 8n w b r l t 7 o f Metal.

Uniformity, and DnreMUty.
so Sam ples fo r tria l, post-paid, to Cents
IV I9 0 N , B LA KKM A N, TAYLOR, A CO., 

786 and 755 Broadway. Hew York.

p I R E  OF LIFE.

A  M AG IO  CURE

R heumatism,  Neuralgia,  
Pneumonia,ParalvsisA sth- 
ma, Sciatica, Gout, Lumbago 
an d  Deafness.

Everybody Should Have It.

I G. G. BURNETT, : Agent, 
327 Montgomery St.. S. F-

Price, $1-00. Sold by all drug­
gists. fiTCall and M . V

I  D R . CHAS. ROWELL, 
Office—426 Kearny Street. San Francisco.

g U Y  O N LY TH E LIGH T-RUNNING

“ N E W  H O M E , ”

The Best Sewing Machine in the W orlfr

Send for circulars, price-lists and terms, to The New Home 
Sewing Machine Company.

General Agency and Salenooms.

B ancroft’s  H istory Building, 725 Market, 

SAN FRANCISCO.

A R T H U R  M . H IL L , M anager.
juns-3m

D O BBIN S’ ELECTRIC SOAP
Is for sale everywhere, and has for twenty years 

been acknowledged by all 
to be the

BEST F A M ILY  SOAP IN  THE WORLD.

In order to bring its merits to the notice of a  still huger 
constituency, we have recently reduced our price, keeping 
its quality unchanged, and offer the following

BEAU TIFU L PRESENTS 
free of all expense to all who will preserve and mail to ut, 
with their full address, the outside wrappers taken from this

For fifteen complete wrappers we will mail a beautiful 
book, 56 pages, lithographed cover, “  Short Hints on Social 
Etiquette," the cash price of which is forty cents; or a new 
ana beautiful set of seven Cabinet Portraits of D’Oyley 
Carte's Original English Mikado Company, Fifth Avenue 
Theater, New York City.

For twenty-five complete wrappers we will mail a copy of 
the most beautiful panel picture ever published, entitled 
“  The Two Sisters." The original painting is owned by us, 
and can not be copied or duplicated by any other firm, sod 
hence is worthy a place in any house in the land.

For sixty complete wrappers we will mail a  copy of “ Short 
Hints on Social Etiquette”  and Worcester’s Pocket Diction­
ary, 298 pages.
_ The housekeeper will find, on a trial according to direc­

tions, that the washing docs not require half the quantity of 
Dobbins' Electric Soap that it does of any other; that there 
is a  great saving of time and labor in its use; that it saves 
the wear and tear of the clothes an the washboard, and 
does not cut or rot them 10 pieces, or bun the hands, as 
adulterated soaps do.

It disinfects clothes washed with it, leaving them thor­
oughly cleansed and sweet, instead of adding a fool odor of 
rosin and filthy grease. * As

AST It washes flannels without shrinkage, leaving them 
soft and nice.

j  _  R e s p e c t f u l l y ,  I .  L .  C R A G  I N  &  C O ,  
Manufacturers Dobbins* Electric Soap,
110 S. Fourth Street; Philadelphia, P »^



January ii .  1888.J G-OLDEN »GATE 1
Notes from the Experience of an Old 

Sea Captain.

Cm top or Goldin Gath:

In the Chronicle of Dec. 26th l  read a 
notice of a sermon preached by the Rev. 
Haicourt— "  Does Death end all ?”— in 
«rhich that gentleman took occasion to say 
that “  Spiritualism has caused the desola­
tion of at least five thousand* homes." 
While shrinking from attributing to the 
reverend gentleman recourse to the favor­
ite weapon of the church when foiled by 
reason, still I would like to ask where he 
obtained his information; and I would 
like him to name just one case o f the 
kind. This charge is made, as was the old 
slander of identifying Spiritualism with 
Mormonism, two “  isms ”  as far apart as 
the poles. The fact is the church o f every 
denomination will miss no opportunity to 
denounce Spiritualism, and they make as 
man; tacks as a ship in a head wind; but 
unlike the ship, they don't beat to wind­
ward, and they get furious to find the old 
orthodox “  clutnbungey ”  drifting to lee­
ward all the time. On one tack they cry 
out "  fraud,”  assail the mediums, and, in 
some instances, resort to violence. On 
another tack they sing out, “  Satan!" On 
one occasion our good Methodist minister 
here said, “  Do not suppose, my friends, 
there is nothing in it; I  have myself heard 
the raps, but it is the old devil rapping 
with his hoofs!"

The Rev. Fullerton starts off to G er­
many on another tack, and returns crying 
out, "Insanity." And a Rev. Innocent 
here tries another tack, and bemoans the 

, "  rupture of families."
The (act is these wise men recognize 

that the church is in danger; hence these 
denunciations. For if  Spiritualism be 
true, and hell, the church’s great men­
struum, destroyed, what becomes o f  the 
trade; what becomes o f the income ? In 
England alone about thirty millions per 
annum. What becomes o f the fat livings, 
when every man discovers that he can do 
his own praying, without an intercessor—  
when he learns that the term o f the patent, 
banded down from St. Peter, is expired, 
and the monopoly abolished ?

These holy men have no notion of de­
scending to the primitive and obsolete 
style of the “ Master.”  T o  travel about like 
their models, Peter and Paul, without 
scrip or baggage, would be most inconven­
ient and undignified; nevertheless, their 
days are numbered; they have been 
weighed in the balance and found want­
ing; they have missed their opportunity. 
Instead of offering comfort, they have 
filled the afflicted with despair. I heard 
one minister tell a heart-broken family 
that no doubt existed in his mind that 
their father, whose funeral sermon he was

Eteaching, had gone to hell, because he 
id failed to visit regularly the sanctuary, 

as he called his church. Another to a 
\ heart-broken orphan at her mother’s grave 

had only one word o f comfort— that her 
mother would lay there in the grave till 
the day of resurrection.

1 Could not refrain from comforting the 
sobbing girl by telling her not to believe a 
word, of it, but to believe that her mother 
was standing there beside her, and would 
be with her always. And that is what 
Spiritualism not only teaches but proves. 
Yet these preachers have the audacity to ac­
cuse Spiritualism of bringing discord in­
stead of comfort to the bereaved.

But apart from these considerations, 
why should the obvious interpretation of 
a (act be reprehensible ? W hy should 
telegraphic communication across the At- 
iantic or across Jordan be denounced by 
religious fanatics, who can swallow the 
whale story whole, but gag at a tiny rap?

Apropos of raps, I  was on my passage 
round the Horn in 1853, in the “  Queen 
of Clippers,” when one day my wife asked 
me what that rapping meant on the cabin 
bulkhead. I told her that probably the 
spirits I had beard o f  while in San Fran­
cisco in 1852 were rapping for the alpha­
bet, this being their electric mode o f com­
munication; and she not being orthodox 
or in fear of “  old homy’s hoofs," repeated 
the alphabet. One rap came at the letter 
L, and finally spelled out “  Lydia,”  her 
Brother's name. She at once accepted 
the heavenly visitant, and on stormy 
nights a shower of raps would answer her 
entreaty, and assure her o f their protect­
ing presence.

One morning, about 2 o'clock, she 
aroused me in the next cabin, where I 
dept, by kicking against the dividing bulk­
head and exclaiming, “ T h ey have spelt 
out: 1 There is danger near, and no head 
on deck.'"

I may say, without any unkind reflection 
on Captain Zcrega, that the “  head " g e n ­
erally took it easy below, blow high or 
low; but on getting on deck in about two 
minutes— for having been once run down 
at sea, I always afterward slept half 
dressed— I found the chief mate, who 
*as every inch a sailor, pacing the poop 
deck. I did not, o f course, tell him what 
sent me on deck, nor did he think it any­
thing remarkable, as it was a wild night, 
the ship under close reefs beating off the 
Horn.

"Geer,” I said, “  I was once run down 
on a night like this, when I commanded 
the * Levantine.' I  wish you would see if 
there u s lookout fbr'ard. H e good na- 
turediy acceded to my request, and found 
the watch snoozing under the lee o f the top 
gallant forecastle; however, after remain­
ing on deck for some time and seeing 
nothing, I went below, and said, “  l  can 
see nothing; what is the matter ?" The

reply came: “ T he ship, ’ Sabine,' is 
near you." By this time it was daybreak, 
and in a few minutes the male came down 
to my cabin and said, “  A  ship is ap­
proaching on the opposite tack; would 
you like to see us speak her ?" On get­
ting on deck a large ship was passing to 
windward on the larboard tack with her 
“  burgee," or house flag, stretched out 
and held for us to read the name, “  Sa­
bine." T h e howling of the wind drowned 
their voices, and she passed like a flash.

Subsequently, in discussing the matter 
with my wife, we concluded that when I 
was first called the ship had been crossing 
us on the other tack. “  Anyhow," I re­
marked, “  we might be run down while 
proceeding with this long process o f spell­
ing with the alphabet." Instantly came 
the raps and spelt out: “  In any future 
danger we will give five loud raps in the 

I direction o f  the approaching ship.".
I I said, “  Will you please give us a spec­
imen ?”  Immediately came five raps on the 
bulkhead, certainly as loud as I could 
have made with a hammer.

Now the question arises in this connec­
tion, Who or what made the raps ? To 
answer the learned Fullerton’s objection 
that it might have been hallucination, I 
would reply that it would take a pretty 
strong attack o f  the malady to keep me 
on deck on a wintry night; and if the 
R ev. Harcourt, or my late Methodist 
friend— whose name I withhold because 
he is not here to defend himself— should 
decide that “  it was the devil rapping with 
his hoofs,”  then I say, “  Thank God for 
such a devil; may he always hover around 
‘ to keep watch o’er the life o f poor Jack.” '

Now I ask, What do I care for the 
opinion of the Seybert Commission, or 
for the concession, of all the universities 
and holy colleges in the world ?

“  I  know;”  as I told my friends in Peru, 
in 1848, who scoffed at my report o f gold 
in California, “  I have seen the gold. If  
you do not choose to partake o f the bene­
fit o f the discovery, that is your affair.”  ' 
And that is what every Spiritualist should 
say to the learned and reverend scoffers 
o f  Spiritualism. “  The cable is stretched 
across the ocean that divided loving 
friends; if  you do not desire to visit the 
telegraph operators, stay at home."

It is a trite though homely proverb, “ A 
horse may be led to the water, but you 
can not compel him to drink." And I 
must confess I can not see what weight 
the endorsement of these gentleman would 
carry in the world, more than the testi­
mony o f men far above them in the sci­
entific world— Wallace, Crookes, Varley, 
Zollner, and hosts o f  other celebrities.

T he Seybert Commission serve to re­
mind one of those Italian savants o f whom 
Galileo wrote to Kepler: “  How wouldst 
thou have laughed, when at Pisa the first 
teacher o f the Gymnasium endeavored, in 
the presence of the Grand Duke, to tear 
away the new planets from heaven with 
magical exorcism." T o  which Kepler re­
plied, “  Courage, Galileo; great is the 
power of truth.' A . Y . E .

[Written for tbc Golden Gate.l

The Spirit Side of Life.

(Given by the (pint wife of H. H. Kenyon at St. Paul. 
Minn.)

D aer F riends:— It is always a source 
of pleasure to listen to your requests for 
further information respecting the real life 
in this world beyond the sunset of mortal 
life, where you often wonder if  all is hap­
piness, flowers and beautiful scenery far 
surpassing any in earth-life.

It would give me great joy to hold the 
curtain one side so that you could see us and 
the life we enjoy here, for then you would 
realize the truth that very much of this 
life is a reflex o f the sweeter side of that 
with you, and our surroundings would 
remind you o f the bright days of Spring 
time and the golden days of your Indian 
Summer, but would it be well to do this ? 
Is it not better to live and enjoy to the 
fullest the life in the world around you, j  
trusting faithfully that a life well spent 
there will open the gate on this side to 
greater joy than you can imagine ? I 
urge all o f you to make the most of every 
passing hour, and not wait to accomplish 
some great thing “  after a time," for you 
are certain o f the present hour to work 
for good, while it frequently happens that 
those who wait for “ a more convenient 
season," fail in accomplishing as much 
as they could were they to reverse the 
order, and work for good at the present 
hour.

I had not been in this life very long 
before it was disclosed to me that the 
effort in earth-life to faithfully improve 
and perform the duties of the present hour 
as best layjin my power, had fitted me more 
than all else to enjoy this life, and that 
the doctrine o f  universal salvation had 
not been rightly understood, for I soon 
learned that all do not at once enter into 
the sweet enjoyments o f this beautiful 
borne.

There are places in this world as deso­
late as any upon earth, and in these 
desolate places people remain without ap­
pearing to realize that other parts are 
surprisingly beautiful, and could be en­
tered into with due effort on their part. 
Progression appears to result from an innate 
desire, rather thap an outside force. It 
is unsatisfactory work to force a person to 
look ahead for greater happiness than the 
present affords them. There must be 
dissatisfaction with the present, and long­
ing for something better, before there will 
be much individual progression here or in

earth-life. I f  we were ushered into per­
fect conditions upon awaking in the spirit 
world, I presume we would soon become 
dissatisfied and unhappy here, but noth­
ing of the kind can be the lot o f any one; 
there is something more beautiful awaiting 
us in the to-morrow o f this life.

It is a wonderful awaking that awaits 
nearly every one upon this side, and none 
more so than those claiming to be Chris-1 
tians, who have blindly thought and hoped I 
that Jesus would wipe away all stains of 
wrong doing in earth-life. It is sad to 
see such persons when they enter into the 
real life here, where the first lesson they 
have to learn is that earth-life was given 
them for a purpose, and that they must, to 
a great extent, work out the garments they 
will be presented in upon entering the 
spirit world, and that no one can wipe 
out the stains of wrong so well as them­
selves, and if this is not done there, it 
must be here before they can be happy 
and enjoy this life in heaven. There are 
none in earth-life perfect, but all will 
learn, as I did, that from a good purpose 
and the desire to do all things well will 
come very much happiness in life here as 
there. Continue on in well doing, ever 
walking in the light of your own lamp, 
keeping your face turned heavenward, 
and you will meet a welcome here that 
will convince you that earth-life is truly a 
preparatory school, and that good en­
deavor is certain to bring fruit that will 
bring joy upon this side of life where your 
loved ones are waiting and watching your 
coming.

Not long after your darling little Edna 
came into this life, we two walked along 
the bank o f the river that flows by our 
home, and before returning had a very 
enjoyable time as well as a great suprise.

1 We were in a roving mood and continued 
on until we came to a small stream flow­
ing through a beautiful valley into the 
river, as the bank along the stream was 
covered with flowers differing from any 
we had seen. We wandered along enjoy­
ing the loveliness we found upon all sides 
without thinking where we were going, 
until we came to a turn in the stream, 
and saw a lovely lake before us surrounded 
with a pebbled shore and beautiful groves, 
where many grown and young people 
were having a joyous time boating and in 
other amusements. There is a river flow­
ing by our home, but I bad not seen a 
boat o f any kind until now; in fact, had 
not thought of a boat until some time 
before this Edna said that her papa loved 
boating. I knew that he would soon 
come to us, but had given no thought to 
the subject of boating until here on this 
lake I saw many boats o f various sizes, 
and noticed the glowing expression of the 
dear child’s face as she watched the boats 
gliding so easily upon the water before 
us; then I wanted to obtain one, and 
learned that they were built here by men 
who were boat builders in earth-life. I 
explained to the first builder I,met that I 
was expecting a friend from earth-life who 
was fond of boating, and would be very 
glad to have one large enough for three to 
ride in. While that man was explaining 
different kinds o f  boats, and making mo­
tions with his arms, I was surprised to see 
a boat begin to form on the water very 
near our feet, and soon noticed that his 
motions had something to do with the 
growing boat which was very soon finished, 
and had three seats. We were requested 
to get into it and learn if it was just to 
our liking. I was no judge of boats, but 
Edna said, “  It was just the kind that 
papa liked best," which caused the builder 
to look as though he would say, “  I 
thought so." We took our seats, and you 
would have thought we were familiar with 
boating bad you seen us then. We at­
tempted to express our thanks, but were 
cut short with “  I saw how thankful you 
were, and am fully paid. Should you at 
any time want another, come to me." 
After spending considerable time here 
among the happy throng o f others equally 
as glad as we were to procure a boat, we 
headed our beautiful craft for home, where 
we arrived safely, and this is how it was 
that we were in possession of a boat when 
Edna’s papa came to us, and he appeared 
as much surprised to find that boat tied 
to the shore, as we were to find the place 
where they are made and can be obtained 
for the asking.

I do not know of any other place where 
boats are built, but as this region is only 
a small portion of the spirit world, I pre­
sume there are many other places where 
they can be found in greater variety even 
than here.

Our life is full o f interesting experiences 
affording us very great pleasure. This 
life is not a dream, nor are our surround­
ings imaginary, and I want you to put 
away ail such thoughts. Oh, that I  could 
enjoy the glorious privilege of walking 
with you through these lovely valleys, then 
you could proclaim the grandeur o f the 
heavenly home, and be the means of turn­
ing many from unbelief in things pertain­
ing to the real life and beauty of the spirit 
world. A delaide.

A  lady who had recently returned from j 
a visit to Europe, was describing some 
of the sights o f her trip to her friends. 
Continuing, she said: “  But what pleased 
me most was the Strasburg clock." “ Oh, 
bow I should love to see it I ” gushed a 
sweet companion, “  I am so interested in 
such foreign sights; and did you see the 
watch on the Rhine too ? "

Wife— “ I wouldn’t worry, John; it does 
no good to borrow trouble." Husband—  
“  Sorrow  trouble I Great Caesar I I’m not 
borrowing trouble; I ’ve got it to lend.
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M A T E R I A L I Z I N G  S E A N C E S
BY

PERCY H . C LIFTO N  

WILL BE GIVEN UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

On the evenings of

M o n d a y , T h u r s d a y  a n d  S a tu r d a y , 
o f  e a c h  w e e k , a t  8  o 'c lo c k .

681 Mission Street, Corner o f Third St.
FEE. FIFTY CENTS.

Mrs. M. E. C ramer. Mrs. J. R. Wilson. 
C RA M ER A  W ILSO N ,

M E T A P H Y S I C I A N S .
824  Seventeenth Street, San Francisco,

L essons. Hours tor T reatment. 
Tuesday and Friday, from

augd

M AGNETIC TREAT MENT
" *  AT PRIVATE RESIDENCES. 

N e u r a lg ia  s p e e d ily  r e l ie v e d  1

Address
DR. A. B. WEYMOUTH,

jany-im* Box 28, Station B, San Francisco.W. R. COLBY, 
N D E PE N D E N T  SLA TE -W R ITIN G ,

9B6 Mission Street, 8 . F.

to r  Writing produced, or no pay. H  
dec 3.

OR BEIQHLE
Has taken a house on Valencia Street. (1037, near Twenty- 
second.) where she will treat the sick on Monday, Wednes­
day and Friday of each week.

On Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday of each week she 
may be consulted at 37 East Santa Clara Straw, San Joee. 

jan. 7

IN D E P E N D E N T

And MECHANICAL

y L f  Sitting, daily (Son- 
<Xj| days excepted), from 9

(  daiIv.Vate ** 
No. <3j Octavia Street, near Haight St., San Francisco* 

Take the Haight Street cable car.

*J*RUTH WILL SURVIVE I

MRS. PETTIBONE
Is Herb to Substantiate th at  Fact.

Tbs past, present and future revealed: the sick healed; 
the low found: homes made happy. Sittings daily.

115 Jones street. aovj-im*

U  pETTIBONE,

PHYSICAL AND INDEPENDENT 
SLATE-W RITING MEDIUM
116 J o n e s  sc., n e a r  G o ld en  G a te  A v e n u e  

SAN FRANCISCQ-

VTRS. M. E. AYERS.

PSYCHO-MAGNETIC PHYSICIAN-

Residence, 53 Valley Street, cor 23d St., 
OAKLAND, CAL. 

auK*3

Dovj-im*

jy jR S . ALBERT MORTON,

SPIRIT MEDIUM AND PSYCHOMETRIST. 

Diagnosis and healing disease a specialty, 

sto Stockton Street, San Francisco. 
noi4-tf

£ )R . THOMAS L. HILL,

D E N T I 8 T ,
O m en 1029 Market Street. San krancisco. 

Office boon, from 9 a.  m. to 5:00 p. M. 

Residence, 117 Leavenworth St .
Jnu-7

H O RAC E  H. TA YLO R ,

MAGNETIC HEALER. 
T E S T  M E D I U M ,

1121 N in th  8 tre e t , 8 a c ra m e n to , C a l. 
P.O . Box 426.

Office hours, 9:30 a . m. to 12 M. « to 3 r. »1. except Sunday. 
dec-»7

JyJRS. M. J. HENDEE,

Psyohometrist and Test Medium.
Sittings daily. Circles Monday and Friday evenings.

ELECTRO-MAGNETIC & MENTAL TREATMENT. 
Chronic eases a specialty.

1900 Market Street,  Colonnade House. 
dec 31

n L  A. W. DUNLAP.

CLAIRVOYANT AND MAGNETIC HEALER, 
S22 Mission Strbkt,

Diagnoses disease without questions; all kinds of disaasa 
treated; toot and barb medicine used: eyes, cancer, turnon, 
etc., successfully treated; has had twenty years' practice as 
a Healer in this city. References at office. juls-sw

jy jR S . SAUNA PULSIFEK,

Mineral Psyohometrist;
Webster Street, East San lose.

Small specimens of rock may be sent by lector. Prompt 
examinations made. Terms, $2.50. EOgx)

R. B. POTTER,
Inductive Clairvoyant T es t Medium, 

18 ELEVENTH ST., SAN FRANCISCO.

FO R TY  P A T IE N T 8  A  DAY 
BY HELEN WILMANS,

Now of Douglasvi llr,  Georgia.

This is a pamphlet on the practical pan of Spiritua 
Mental Healing.

As a guide to Healers and Students, it is indispensable. 
Price 15 cts. Address as above. nov»6-im*

Test answers to letters to spirit friends sent to person* 
giving true names, on receipt of $1. Personal sittings, $1.

MRS, L. M. BATES
GIVES

Independent Spirit Treatment 
For Healing.

2035 Clinton Avenue, Alameda, CaL
$1 per treatment.

tOT Wonderful success in mow cases. H
JAM ES R. COCKE,

Developing and Business Medium,

C LA IR VO YAN T0 PH YSIO IAN ,
N o. 008 T re m o n t s tre et , B o sto n , M aes. 

SITTINGS DAILY 
From 9 A. M. till j  F. M. Price. $>.

DEVELOPMENT OF MEDJUMSHJP.
Dr. Cocke makes a specialty of developing mediums, 

and gives six private sittings for $4-00 in advance.
CIRCLES.

Sunday, at ts a. si. and 8 f. m. Also Thursday evenings

JyJRS. J. HOFFMAN.

C L A I R V O Y A N T
M IN E R A L  ~PSYCH OM ETRIST\

Sittings daily—Si. Hours: 0 A. M. to J F. M. Evenings 
and Sundays by appointment.

1220 MARKET STREET, SAN FRANCISCO.

fyJRS. A. A. CONNOR,

METAPHYSICIAN AND M. D.

O TA ll Nervous Disrashs a  Specialty.

Office Hours:—Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 3 to 4

s6it Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco.
Consultation, Free, decsi-tf

jyjADAME MYERS AND MRS. PARRY.

S te a m  B a th s  a n d  M a g n etic  T rea tm en t.

TE ST CIRCLES—Every Thursday afternoon and 
Saturday evening.

616% O’FARRELL STREET, SAN FRANCISCO.

M R S . W. WEIR,

TELEGRAPHIC MEDIUM,
Controlled by the late Mrs. Breed,

The Wonderful Rapping Medium, 
1602 SEVENTH STREET, WEST OAKLAND.

Center Station. dac.to

M R S - SEAL,

MEDIUM,
Cures all diseases; also the use of tobacco in any form, 

liquor or opium: tbs cure of tobacco guaranteed 
or no fee will be charged.

Sittings, Daily. 1 : Circles, Wednesday Afternoons, 
aptd-tf No. tot Sixth Street, S. F.

M R S . MARY L. McGINDLBY,

Man dan. Dakota,
CLAIRVOYANT, INSPIRATIONAL & BUSINESS 

MEDIUM.
Six questions answered for one dollar.

Life horoscope tent for $2.00. 1 Satisfaction guaranteed, 
autntf

CJHORT-HAND AND CALIGRAPH TEACHER. 

MISS GEORGIA HALL, .

At 161 Seventh Street. 1 t 1 1 Oakland.

Y ^ H A T HAVE YOU TO EXCHANGE 

<roa a >

C a ta rr h  R e m e d y  th a t  n e v e r  fails?
Address

M RS. E . E . Y A T E S,
S h a r o n ,  W i s .

Y ^ M . H. PORTER,

(Successor to Lockhart ft Porter),

— i  Undertaker and Embalm er,) —  
NO. 116 EDDY STREET.

Between Mason and Taylor Straw, opposite B. B. Hall, 
one block and a half from Baldwin Hotel. 

P reserving Bodies Without Ice a  fbcialty.

A  MARVELOUS MEDIUM.
F o r  P . 'e y o h o m e tr lo  R e a d ln g e .
Send stamp for Circular of information containing pow­

erful references and grand indorsements of wonderful lasts.
PROFESSOR CAMPBELL, 

426 West 58th Straw, New York. N. Y.

g E A L E D  LETTERS.

ELEANOR MARTIN 
Now makes a specialty of Bnimtm $5

Full Spiritual message, (a.
78  Lane A v e n u e , C o lu m b u s, O h io .

nov.19.3m»

M R S . M. MILLER.

MEDIUM,
Meeting»—Tuesday. Thursday and Saturday evenings, 

and Fridays at s p. m. Sittings dally, $1.00.
114 Turk Street, between Taylor and Jones.

Sittings daily. Admission to Public Circles, ladies 20 
cents, gentlemen sj cents.

A  REMARKABLE OFFER.

SEND TWO »-CENT STAMPS,
Lock of hair, stale age and sox, and give your name in full, 
and I will send you a Clairvoyant Diagnosis of your 
disease, Frkb. Address,

I. C. BATDORF, M. D.. 
Principal Magnetic Institute, Jackson, Michigan.

A  L I B E R A L  O F F E R .

Reliable Clairvoyant and Magnetic Hxalxi.

Send four a-ct. stamps, lock of hair, asms, age. and sex. 
Ws will diagnose your case fr e e  by Independent Spirit 
Writing. Address DR, J.S. LOUCKS,Canton,  N .Y. 

jul tA-tf

M  RS. F. SAGE, M. D.

sos Stockton Stbkbt, San F rancisco. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
A SPECIALTY.

Office boon, from 1 to 10 a, m„ 1 to 4, and 7 to 1  p. m

q q  FOR WATCHES

CLEANED AND WARRANTED. GLASS to CENTS. 
T . D. HALL, Jeweler,

No. 3, Sixth Street, I San Francisco. 
Watches, Clocks and Jewelry retailed at wholesale prices. 

Clocks and Jewelry repaired. Orders sod repairs by osal 
attended to.

A S T O N IS H IN G  O F E E R .

Send three x-cent stamps, lock of hair, age, sex, and one 
leading symptom, and your diseass will us diagnosed Fans 
by spirit power.

D R . A . B. D O B SO N ,
julr&Mwbc M a q u o k e to , lo w »
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[Written for the Golden Gatc.J

In v o c a tio n .

At the foothill«. looking o p w l.
H iut of mine, before you so.

•Id the summit toll tho valley
What is hidden ’neath the snow.

Is there aueht to cheer the toiler 
When tho far-off bills she gains?

It there solace for the weary—
Recompense for toil and pains?

Broader views and broader feelings— 
These, my God, are gifts divine I

Lol I bow before thee, pleading:
Help me heavenward, make me thine 1

Give me strength to reach the summit. 
That I may the Truth proclaim—

Grace to tell the wondrous story 
In the Great Creator's name.

Wisdom, Lord, oh wisdom give mo I 
This I crave all things above;

Only One, I must feel safely
Folded in thine arms of love.

Safely in thy love I’ll conquer.
Though the way be rough end steep—

Win at last the heavenly summit 
Where the good in glory meet.

T h e  V o ic e  o f  th e  P eo p le .

Swing inward, O gates of the Future I 
Swing outward, ye doors of the Past I 

For the Soul of the People is moving,
And rising from slumber at last;

The black forms of night are retreating,
The white peaks have signalled the day, 

And Freedom her long roll is beating,
And calling her tons to the fray.

Swing inward, O gates I till the morning
Shall paint the brown mountains in gold,

Till the life and the love of the New Time 
Shall conquer the bate of the Old ;

Let the face and the hand of the Master 
No longer be hidden from view.

Nor the lands he prepared for the many 
Be trampled and robbed by the few.

The soil tells the same fruitful story.
The seasons their bounties display.

And the flowers lift their faces in glory 
To catch the warm kisses of day;

While our fellows are treated as cattle
That are muziled when treading the com, * 

And millions aink down in Life’s battle 
With a sigh for the day they were bom.

Must the sea plead in vain that the river 
May return to its mother for rest.

And the earth beg the rain-clouds to give her 
Of dews they have drawn from her breast ?

Lo 1 the answer comes back in a mutter
From domes where the quick lightnings glo\9, 

And from heights where the mad waters utter 
Their warning to dwellers below.

And woe to the robbers who gather
In fields where they never have sown:

Who have stolen the jewels from Labor,
And budded to Mammon a throne;

For the Snow King, asleep by the fountains.
Shall wake in the Summer's hot breath.

And descend in hot rage from the mountains. 
Bearing terror, destruction and death.

And the throne of their god shall be crumbled, 
And the scepter be swept from bis hand;

And the heart of the hauehty be humbled,
And a servant be chief in the land.

And the'Truth and the Power united
Shall rise from the graves of the True,

And the wrongs of the Old Time be righted 
In the might and the light of the New.

For the Lord of the harvest hath said it.
Whose lips never uttered a lie:

And his prophets and poets have read it 
In symbols of earth and of sky—

That to him who has reveled in plunder 
Till the angel of conscience is dumb,

The shock of the earthquake and thunder 
And tempest and torrent shall come.

Swing inward, O gates of the Future I
Swing outward, ye doors of the Past I 

A  giant is waking from slumber.
And rending his fetters at last.

From the dust, where his proud tyrants found him, 
Unhonored and scorned and betrayed.

He shall rise with the sunlight around him,
And rule in the realm he has made.

W h e n  I  a m  D ead .

Whenl am dead
1 would not have the rude and gaping crowd 
Around me gather, and, 'mid lamentation loud,
Tell of my virtues, and with vain regret

But I would have the few, the kindly hearts,
Who, when misfortune came, so-nobly did their part, 
And oft by thoughtful deed their love express—
These would I have—no more, no less—

When I am dead I

When I am dead
I would not have the high and storied stone 
Placed o'er my grave, and then be left alone;
But I would have some living thing I once did love, 
Ere I did leave the joyous world above.
Placed o’er me, and in each succeeding year 
I'd have my friends renew them, and oft linger near 
With loving thoughts upon the dear one laid below, 
And talk of times departed long ago.

When I am dead I

When I am dead
Forgive—oh, this I pray far more than all—
The anguish I hove caused—the deed beyond recall— 
Think kindly on me as I lie, so cold, so still,
So poor a subject for thine angered ill.
Think of some generous deed, some good word spoken, 
Of hearts bound up I found so sad and broken;
Think gently, when this last long rest is mine,
And gaze upon my form with looks benign—

When I am dead.

One great thought—one deed of good ere night— 
Would make life longer seem 
Than if each year might number a thousand days 
Spent as is this by nations of mankind.
We live in deeds, not yean; in thoughts, not breaths; 
In feelings, not in figures on a dial. We should 
Count time by heart-throbs. He lives most 
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the beat.

Time to me this truth hath taught—
,Tis a truth that's worth revealing—

More offend from want of thought 
Than from any want of feeling.

If advice we would convey,
There’s a time wc should convey it;

If we’ve but a word to say,
There's a lime in which to say it.

[Charles Swain.

R U L E S  F O R  T H E  S P IR IT  C IR C L E .

The Spirit Circle is the assembling together 
a  number o f persons seeking communion with 

the spirits who have passed from earth to  the 
world o f souls. The chief advantage o f such 

semblyl is the mutual importation and 
reception o f the combined magnetisms o f the 
assemblage, which form a force stronger than that 

isolated subject— enabling spirits to com­
mune with greater power and developing the 
latent gifts o f mediumship.

The first conditions to be observed relate to the 
persons who compose the circle. These should 
be, as far as possible, o f opposite temperament, 

positive and negative; o f moral characters, 
pure minds, and not marked by repulsive points 
of either physical or mental condition. No per­
son suffering from disease, or of debilitated phy­
sique, should be present at any circle, unless it It 
formed expressly for healing purposes.___ I  would
recommend the number o f the circle never to be 
less than three, or more than twelve. The best 
number is eight. N o person o f a strong positive 
temperament should be present, as any such 
magnetic spheres emanating from the circle will 
overpower that of the spirits, who must always be 
positive to the circle in order to produce phe­

nom ena.
Never let the apartment be over-heated; the
om should be well ventilated. Avoid strong 

light, which, l>y producing motion in the atmos­
phere, disturbs the manifestations. A  subdued 
light is the most favorable for spiritual mag­
netism.

mend the seance to  be opened with 
prayer or a song sung in chorus, after which 
subdued, harmonizing conversation is better than 
wearisome silence; but let the conversation be 
directed toward the purpose of the gathering, 
and never sink into discussion or rise to em­
phasis. Always have a pencil and paper on the 
table, avoid entering or quitting the room, irrele­
vant conversation, or disturbances within oi 
without the circle after the seance has com­
menced.

___ I admit unpunctual comers, nor suffer
the air o f the room to be disturbed after the 
sitting commences. Nothing but necessity, ii 
disposition, or impressions, should warrant the 
disturbance o f  the sitting, which should never 
exceed two hours, unless an extension o f time be 
{solicited by the spirits.

Let the seance extend to one hour,
I results arc obtained; it sometimes requires that 
time for spirits to form their battery. L e t  it be 
also remembered that circles are experimental, 
hence no one should be discouraged if  phenom- 

not produced at the first few sittings,
I Stay with the same circle for six sittings; if  no 
phenomena arc then produced yo u , may be sure 
you are not assimilated to each other; in that 

let the members meet with other persons 
until you succeed.1

A  well-developed test medium may sit without 
{injury for any person, but a  circle sitting for 
mutual development should never admit persons 
addicted to bad habits, strongly positive or dog­
matical. A  candid inquiring spirit is the only 
| proper frame of mind in which to sit for phe­
nomena, the delicate magnetism o f which 
made or marred as much by mental as physical 

| conditions.
Impressions are the voices o f  spirits,1___

monitions of the spirit within us, and should 
always he followed out, unless suggestive of 
wrong in act or word. A t the opening o f the 

{circle, one or more are often impressed to change 
with others. One or more are impressed to 

withdraw, or a  feeling of repulsion makes it  pai 
ful to  remain. Let these impressions be faith­
fully regarded, and pledge each other that 
oflensc shall be taken by following impressions.

If a strong impression to write, speak, sing,
{dance, or gesticulate, possess any mind present, 
follow it out faithfully. It has a meaning if you 

not at first realize it . Never feel hurt in 
your own person, nor ridicule your neighbor for 
any failures to  express or discover the meaning of 
the spirit impressing you,

Spirit control is often deficient, and at first 
{imperfect. B y often yielding to it your organism 
becomes mote flexible, and the spirit 
¡icricnced; and practice in control is necessary 
lor spirits as well as mortals. I f  dark and evil- 

¡disposed spirits manifest to you, never drive them 
away, but always strive to elevate them, and 
treat them as you would mortals, under similar 
circumstances. D o not always attribute false­
hoods to “  lying spirits,”  or deceiving mediums. 
Many mistakes occur in the communion of which 
¡you can not always be aware.

Unless charged by spirits to do otherwise do 
not continue to hold sittings with the same 
parties for more than a twelvemonth. After that 
time, if  not before, fresh elements o f magnetism 
are essential. Some o f the original circle should 
withdraw, and others take their places.

Never seek the spirit circle in a  trivial 
captive spirit. Then, and then only, have you 
cause to fear it.

Never permit any one to sit in circles who 
suffers from it in health or mind. Magnetism 
the case o f such persons is a drug, which operates 
perniciously, and should be carefully avoided.

Every seventh person can be a  medium o f si 
kind, and become developed through the judic­
ious operations of the spirit circle. When once 
mediums are fully developed, the circle sometimes 
becomes injurious to them. When they feel this 
to be.the case, let none be offended if  they with­
draw, and only use their gifts in other times and 
places.

A ll persons are subject to spirit influence 
and guidance, but only one in  seven can 
so externalize this power as to  become what 
is called a medium; and let it ever be remem­
bered that trance speakers, no less than mediums 
for any other gift, can never be influenced by 
spirits far beyond their own normal capacity ’ 
the matter o f the intelligence rendered, the mag­
netism o f the spirits being but a  quickening fire, 
which inspires the brain, and, like_ a  hot-house 
process on plants, forces into prominence latent 
powers of the mind, but creates nothing. Even 
in the cose o f merely automatic speakers, writers, 
rapping, and other forms o f test mediumship, the 
intelligence of the spirit is measurably shaped by 
the capacity and idiosyncrasies o f the medium. 
A ll spirit power is limited in expression by the 
organism through which it works, and spirits 
may control, inspire, and influence the human 
mind, but do not change or re-create it .— E r- 
H ardinge-B ritten._____________ |

JyJEW INSPIRATIONAL SONGS.

BY C. PAYSON LONGLEY.
A uthor o f “  Over tho R iver, “  and other populai 

M elodies.
Beautiful Home of the Soul.
Come io Thy Beauty, Angel of Light 
Gathering Flow-era in Heaven, 
la Heaven Well know Our Own.
I’m Going to My Home.
Lots*» Golden Chain.
Our Beautiful Horae Over There.
Our Beautiful Home Above,
Ohl Cook,  for My Poor Heart it Breaking.
Once it was only Soft Bloc Eyes.
The City just Over the Hill.
Tho Golden Gates are left Ajar.
Two Little Shot» and a Ringlet of Hair.
Who Sings My Child to Sleep?
We’re Coming, Sister Mary.
We'll all Meet again in the Morning Land 
When the Dear Ones Gather at Horae.
Only a Thin Veil Between Us.

Single song n  cis., or ;  for One Dollar, sent postpaid 
For sale at the office of the Goluun Gate.

OUR SUNDAY ALKS.
G le a n in g s  In V a r io u s  F ie ld s  o f  T h o u g h t.

Bv J. J. OWEN.

(Late Editor of the “ San Jose Daily Mercury.") 

SECOND EDITION. REVISED AND ENLARGED.

are some of the Press opinions of the first
edition:

W c consider the volume a most readable and 
useful compilation, in which the taste apd ability 
o f the able writer has been fully illustrated. Mr. 
Owen is editor of the San Jose M ercury, one of 
the leading newspapers o f the State; edited with 
great tact and good management, and conducted 
with care and marked clear-headed judgment. 
Hi* writing* are always readable, terse, vigorous 
and clear-cut, and in the choice little volume 
before us, he gives us the very best flowers culled 
from the bouquet which Ms mind and brain have 
combined together.— S p irit o f tho Tim es.

It is calculated to  elevate the mind above the 
mere greed for gain and momentary pleasures, 
and cause the thoughts to  run in a  more elevated 
channel. * * * It contains some magnifi­
cent gems, and is o f that character that will 
command a place among the literature o f the 
day.— Pioneer.

A s to  the contents o f the book we can not 
ipeak too much praise. The selections are or' 
cipally made up from the best things which hi 
for several years been written for the M ercury by 
Mr. Owen. It is a  collection o f  the beautiful 
thoughts— thoughts characteristic o f the culti­
vated mind and warm heart o f the author 
clothed in the purest and best English. Mr. 
Owen, as a writer, has few equals on the Coast, 
and his "S u n d ay T a lk s”  were penned in hii 
happiest vein.— Footlight.

The compilation bring* before us, in a compact 
form, the talented author's best and noblest 
thoughts on life and morals. Nothing in quiet 
hours w ill give more food for wholesome reflec­
tion than one o f Bro. Owen’s essays.— G ilroy 
A dvocate.

The volume Is made up o f short editorials 
thoughtful topics culled from the columns o f the 
author's newspaper, which tell o f studious ap­
plication and observation, written in a  pleasing 
and interesting style, and full o f good “ meat,”  
with the intent o f benefiting their minds.— Car- 

A ppeal.
i a  home production this collection o f pleas­

ing essays and flowing verse is peculiarly interest 
ing. The author wields a graceful pen, and ah 
o f his efforts involve highly moral principle. 
Although these are newspaper articles published 
by an editor in his daily round o f duty, yet when 
now bound together in one volume they seem to  
breathe more of the spirit o f the cloistered 
scholar than is wont to  gather round the minis­
trations of the editorial tripod.— S . F . Post.

| Bro. Owen’s ability as a prose and verse writer 
unquestionably of a high order, and in thus 

grouping a number o f his best productions into a 
compact and handy little volume, he has con­
ferred a favor on many o f the M ercurys readers, 
who, like ourselves, have read and appreciated 
the "S u n d ay Ta lk s,”  and from them, perhaps, 
have been led to  form a higher and more enno­
bling idea o f the mission and duties o f  mankind. 
Sam B en ito Advance.

Owen' has a poetic w ay o f saying practice 
things, a neat and attractive w ay which makes 
them readable and easily assimilated and 
digested, and this volume should have a  wide 
circulation.— Foot H ill T id in rs.

They embrace editorials on miscellaneous sub­
jects , poems, sketches, and short articles, and 

illy what he styles them, "G lean in gs in VJ 
H  Fields o f Thought.”  The Contents are 
creditable to  M r. Owen’s  literary ability as 
handsome looking volume is to  the taste and 
sources o f the M ercury printing establishment.—  

l£ . F . C a ll.
The articles in "S u n d a y  T a lk s ”  are written 
. an easy, flowing style, enchaining the reader, 

and teaching grand doctrine. One lavs down 
‘ ’ Sunday Ta lks ”  feeling improved in spirit, C Z  

renewed confidence in mankind and a  brighter 
opinion o f the world. The poems are beautiful, 

land one in particular, "A c ro ss  the B a r,"  ¡9  
name were not attached, would easily pass for 

Ithe production o f some o f the noted poets o f the 
country. The poems have a similar tone to  the 
ballads o f B. F .  Taylor, one o f the sweetest 
poets o f America. "S u n d a y  T a lk s ”  should 
nave a large circulation .— W atsonville Paja- 
ronian.

We have read the “  Sunday T a lk s  ”  and shal 
continue to  do so, for let us open the book whers 

! may we are sure to find something that makce 
feel the better for reading; every article is the 

expression o f the thoughts o f a  manly man to  his 
fellow man.— M onterey C aliforn ian .

Bright, crystallised sunbeams, which gladden 
the heart, and give fresh inspiration to  the soul. 
The few moments we allotted to  their enjoyment 
have lengthened to  hours, and w ith a sigh of 
regret w e tum  from their contemplation, only 
because the duties o f the day have imperative 
claims upon our attention. These sunbeams 
have been materialized in the magic alembic o f a 
master mind. A  more beautiful, instructive and 
entertaining volume never was issued upon the 
Pacific Coast, or any other coast. Every page 
is gemmed with bright, sparkling thoughts, the 
sunbeams of a rarely cultured intellect. A s  we 
read pa^e after page o f this splendid volume, we 
are forcibly reminded o f the impressions received 
from our first perusal o f Tim othy TItcomb’s 

Gold Foil,”  or Holmes’ "A u to c ra t o f the I 
Breakfast Table.”  It is a work which represents 
the highest, purest standard o f thought,r 
pressed in the best-chosen language. I t  is 
o f the happiest contributions which our home 

i  infidelity.— F ort lVayne ( In d .)  Gazette | 

PRIOE i In cloth1, O N E  DOLLAR.

AD V E R TIS EM E N TS .

GRANGERS’ BANK
O r  CALIFORNIA.

SAN  FR A N CISCO , C A L IF O R N IA .

Authorized Capital, SI,OOO.OOO.
In 10,000 Shares o f $100 each.

CAP1LAL PAID UP IN GOLD COIN,

$ 6 2 4 ,16 0 .
RESERVE FUND IN PAID UP STOCK,

$27.500 -

O F F I C E R S .
A . D . L O G A N  . . .  - President
I .  C .  S T E E L E  - -  - Vice-President
A . M O N T P E L L IE R  - Cashier and Manager 
F R A N K  M cM U L L E N  - - Secretary

DIRECTORS.
A . D . L O G A N , President - - Colusa Com nty
J. H . G A R D I N E R ...............................R io  Vista
T .  E. T Y N A N  - - - - Stanislaus County 
U R IA H  W O O D  - - - Santa C la ra  County 
D A N IE L  M E Y E R  . . . .  San Francisco
H . M . L A R U E  . . . . .  Y o lo  County
I .  C .  S T E E L E  - - - - San M ateo County 
T H O S . M c C O N N E L L  - - Sacramento County 
C . J . C R E S S E Y  . . . .  Merced County 
S E N E C A  E W E R  . . . .  Napa County 
H . J .  L E W E L L IN G  - - -  Napa County

CURRENT ACCOUNTS a n  opened and conducted 
in the usual way, bank book* balanced up. and statcmci 
of accounts rendered every month.

LOANS ON W HEAT and Country Produce a t|

“ cK i. LECTIONS throughout the country are ms 
promptly, and proceeds remitted as directed.

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT Issued, payable 
demand.

BILLS OF EXCHANGE on the Atlantic States bought
and sold.

ALBERT MONTPELLIER.
Cashier and Manager.

jubj-tf

g g - > a C O M P A N Y r ? i  

T I M E  S C H E D U L E .

L i a *« S. F. ? Commencing Auc . iM ATAasivat.
8:30 A- fot A.

•lira A.
3:3° *• 
4:»5 »•
i:i5 :• Menlo Park.

•’S  A
» 4S9*.

«IMS 1 *>it r.
8:3® A. 

10:40 A.
3:y> 
4“ S r.

Santa Clara. Saa Jose, and 

Principal Way Stations. ;1
»: 3°a- Gilroy. Pajaro, Castroni!«, 

Salinas and Monterey fora«.-.
Bö® A.
3:30

Watsonville, Camp Good hall. 
Aptos, New Brighton. Sequel 

(Capitola), and Santa Cruz.
*1020 A.forar.

7=5® A-
Monterey and Saata Cruz, 

(Sunday Excansoo) f fo»r.
10140 A. Hollister and 

Tre» Pino*. fosar.
10:40 A. - Soledad, San Ardo and Way Starla». fosar.

’Sundays excepted.
Train. Saturdays only.

ie furnished by Randolph &Co.
STAGE CONNECTIONS are rande wiib tbs u T  

M. Train, except Pbscadbbo Stages via. San Maw  and 
Redwood, which connect with 8:30 a. m. Train.

SPECIAL ROUND-TRIP TICKETS-At Reduced 
Rates—to Monterey, Aptos, Soque!, Santa Cnu, and Pes­
cadero; also to Gilroy, Paraíso, and Paan Rebles Sp '

E X t C  H S 10> T I C K E T S

For Sundays only, j ,  8o'^ .8un<uf  morning.’  J’  (for Return same day.
For Saturday. (  Sold Saturday and Sunday only; 

Sunday and {good for Beturn until following M od 
Monday. »day.1— ---------

p R E D  EVANS '

Magnetized

DEVELOPING S L A T E S !

FRED EVANS,

.W O N D E R F U L

INDEf-BKDENT

S l a t e - W r i t e r !

and the public, that he 
_• prepared, through bis guides, to develop any mediumistic 
persons for these convincing phases of spirit power.

Persons residing at a distance can send for Mr. Evans* 
Magnetised Dkvkloping Slates with instructions^of 
bow to sit. Send tea cents in lumps for circular, stating 
age, sex. etc., in your hand-writing, to

FRED EVANS,
mayao 133 Oct»via Street. San Francisco.

A N D R EW  JA C K 80 N  DAVIS,

Seer into the Causes and N atural Cure of 
Disease.

Having permanent!
Davis may be consult«

63  W a r r e n  A v e n u e , B o sto n , M a ss .,

EveryTucsday, Thursday and Saturday, from 9 to 1» ;

42T He is remarkably successful in the treatment of every 
variety of CHRONIC disease, cither physical or mental, 
adapting remedies to meet the peculiarities and require­
ments of each case.

Coosultaricn, with special directions for cure, $*; each 
subsequent interview, $t. Simple remedies, if Deeded, extra

Z3L Mr. Davis would be pleased to receive the full name 
and address of liberal persons to whoa he may, from time 
to time, mail announcements or circulars cootmining desira­
ble information.

Round Trip 
from San 

Francisco *
San Bruno .
Mill brae__
Oak G rove . 
San Mateo 
Belmont. .. 
Redwood... 
Fair O aks.. 
Menlo Park. 
Mayfield

Bun.
Tki.

Batto
Mon
Tkt.

Bound Trip 
from San 

Francisco to
Sun
Tk-  Tkt

t » « Mount a View f T u i j #

• 7» 110
Santa Clara. 
San Jose ...

I  TV 2 »

ii  Ï C
1 00 1 40 Apto». I ÎÎ
I 25 
1 35

1 *> Santa Cruz .
1 731 Monterey. ... Is

Grand Hotel.

SO UTHERN PACIFIC
C O B f f P A J J T T »

[ Pacific System.)

TRAINS LEAVE AND ARE TO ARRIVE AT

SAN FRANCISCO
1 I FROM JANUARY 1, tSK. { *

*J*HE

This work is not a biography, but simply a part of the 
mediumistic life oi the author. No claim is put forth of 
literary finish. To make the book readable and compre­
hensible has been the only aim of the author and editor; 
and as the former had do education in early life, and has 
acquired through his mediumship most of what he now 

'■  furnishes another illustration of the good of 
Cloth, pp. 167. Price, $1.00.

For sale at this eAce.
[fririmSum

\ y M .  H. PORTER,

(Successor to Lockhart & Porter),

— H Undertaker and Embalmer, 1—
NO. ufi EDDY STREET.

Between Mason and Taylor Street, opposite B. B. Hall, 
one block and a naff from Baldwin Hotel. 

PxasaaviNG Bodies Without Ice A wkialty.

gE A I.E D  LETTERS.

ELEANOR MARTIN 
Now arakes a specialty of Bniinera -$g.

Fall Spiritual message, $:
78 Lane Avenue, Columbus, Ohio. 

___________  aoe.ryya*_____________

U R S .  M. MILLER,

MEDIUM.
Meetings—T oes day, Thursday and Saturday evening 

and Fridays at a p. ro. Sittings daily, I txs .
114 Turk Street, between Taylor and Jones. 

Sittings daily. Admission to Public Circles, ladies 
cents, gentlemen q  cents.

M R S .  F. SAGE, M .D .

ose Stockton Street, San Francisco. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
A SPECIALTY.

Office hours, from 8 to ro a. m.. i to t, and y to 8 p. ■

MEDIUMISTIC EXPERIENCES

CH E W ’
Photograph Qallery, 

No. j»3 Kearny Street, 
San Francisco.  i t t i  i

What it the use of paying five and six 
for Cabinet Photographs, on Mootgom 
streets, when the vary best work can be 
Gallery for half the price.

Children’s Cabinet Pictures taken by 
process for three dollars per dozen; and 
estless, a good likeness guaranteed.

lollars per dozen 
ty and Market 
obtained at this

C L A R K , CO LLIN S & B U T T N E R ,
R E A D  E S T A T E  B R O K E R S , 

s<4 West Santa Clara Street,  San Jose, Cai.., 
(Under Tower.)

Have a Cboico Line of all binde of Propetty. 
top a«

J£ONTGOMERY & REA,

L e a d in g  D e a le r s  ln  R e a l  E s ta  te ,

SAN JOSE, CAL.

Loans Negotiated— Rents Collected.

Z5T Send for Descriptive Catalogue of Propeity. M

g  J. SALISBURY,

— < Real Estate 11—
Santa Ana,  - Loa Angeles County, - Ca u tornii

$1  O G  r o R  WATCHES •
CLEANED AND WARRANTED. GLASS ro CENTS. 

T . D. HALL, Jeweler,
No. 3, Sixth Street, I San Francisco. 

Watches. Clocks and Jewelry retailed at wholesale prices. 
Clocks and Jewelry repaired. Orders and repairs by mad

Calistoga and S a  

Colfax via. Liven : Î Ï  
; J ££¡

: 3’ î5 !
Knight’s Landing - - I t
Livermore and Pleasanton - Ia
Loa Angeles, Denting, El Paso ft Eut! . _
I ns Angeles and Mojave - l it .u a .
Milton . . . . . .  • s.«r._
Ogden and East . . . .  I

Red Bluff i 
Redding vh 
Sacra mento

a Marysville 
Willows - 
via Benicia •

Santa Barbara 
Stockton via Livermore - 

“  vía Mirria»« 
Siskiyou and Portland «

A for Morning. P for afternoon. ■
Sunday»excepted, t Saturday» excepted. $ Sundays only. 
G—1Take feiry train, and change can at East OaHaad.1

Standard Tima famished by Lick OmgaVAtoov.

LOCAL PERRY TRAIN8 
FROM SAN FRANCISCO. DAILY.

To FRUIT VALE — *6.oo 6.30 y-oo y.jo las 
3.30 4.00 4.30 5.00 5.30 is o  la s  10 .0 

To FRUIT VALE—(via Alameda) *9.30 ’ w o  S.;c 
ALAMEDA—*6.00

o trap rzne trap !
¡5.00 5.30 Lae 6.JO y.txr i r a  pa

To BERKELEY— *6rao *6.30 yao *;.;
■ •3.30 9.00 9.30 XO.OO J 10.30 1140 fit.}
k p  i-°° trajo traps yen 1.»
14.30 s.oo S.30 6.00 6.30 740 l a

To WEST BERKELEY—Saaw as “ To Strida

TO SAN FRANCISCO DAILY

From FRUIT VALE—  6.50 7.»

From FRUIT VALE (via AlaNTOa)— *S-:t 
t9*,5 ‘ raj* *> ij

From >30 Avenue, EAST O A K L A N D -In  
7-55 8.13 8.55 9.25 9.55 1S2J ro-SS I

i ‘I a s t ' cJ,
4-55 5-25 S-55 *-•$

4-JO 5.00 5.30 tec

From ALAMEDA — * ] .q  $.53 Hj j  An *7.23 I 
7-SS *3.25 8.55 pH  9-55 t*®-*5 » Ì i"-*8 j

it 55 1 12.25 «rajs trass 1.55 traaj 2-55 »*» j
5-55 425 4.55 5.25 5.55 Ó.25 Í.35 m
»•55 9 55 >0.55

From BERKELEY —  *5.25 5.53 »6.23 6.55 *;JJ
7- 55 *8.25 8.5s 9.25 9.55 Ir a q  « .‘ S
«*•55 tiraas trass I»-*S t-51 traes *-55 M l
3-85 4-25 4-55 S-*S S U  f o l  i l l  7<S5
8- SS 9-55 «0.55

Prom WEST BERKELEY—Same as 'F rom I m in r r .']

CREEK ROUTE.
From SAN FRANCISCO—*7.15 9.1

3-*5 5-*5
From OAKLAND—*6.15 8,ij 10.15 

* Sunday» excepted. )  |


