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THE LIGHT FROM OTHER WORLDS.

An In s p ira t io n a l  D isc o u rse  by  M rs. E. L. 
W a tso n , D e liv e red  a t  M e tro p o li ta n  

T em ple, S u n d a y  E v en in g , O c
to b e r , 17, 1880.

GEMS OF THOUGHT.

Spring is the painter of the earth.
cuin.

A l-

Love is the poetry of the senses.—
Balzac.

Childhood is the sleep of reason.—
Rousseau.

For what thou canst do thyself, rely not 
on another.

All great designs are found in solitude. 
—Rousseau.

He that once is good is ever great.— 
Ben Jo n  son.

There is no endurable slavery but ihat 
of the heart.

Whoever has learned to love, has 
learned to be silent.— F . D aniel.0

The attainment of our greatest desires 
is often the source of our greatest sorrows.

Benevolence rejuvenates the heart, ex
ercise the memory, and remembrance,
life.

To be happy is not to possess much, 
but to hope and to love much.— Leme?i- 
nais.

What we charitably forgive, will be rec
ompensed as well as what we charitably
give.

He is richest who is content with the 
least; for contenfis the soul of Nature— 
Socrates.

[Reported for the Golden Gate by G. H. Hawes.]

The sensation of consciousness signi
fied by the word light proceeds* from 
various causes and is by no means con
fined to physical or purely objective phe
nomena. A blow upon the retina of the 
eye will produce the sensation of light as 
unmistakably as the undulation of fine 
ether into which are flung motions of the 
heavenly bodies. Moreover, there are 
psychological phenomena also, entirely 
beyond the ordinary realm of investiga
tion which can not be described ade
quately by any other term .than that of 
light.

For one moment we will cast a cursory
glance at our relation with other worlds
from the materialistic and astronomical
standpoint and see if we discover in these
relations any suggestion of the spiritual
atmosphere by which we are surrounded,
and of those other worlds which are not
to be observed through the finest tele
scope, or to be investigated by any other 
than psychological processes.

Every school-boy to-day knows that the 
little planet earth is one of the smallest 
members of that magnificent solar family 
whose smiles radiate through space; and 
that while the earth appears to be at rest 
it is in reality spinning through space at 
the rate of a thousand miles a minute, 
ht Id in its orbit and conducted along its 
starry pathway by the power which reaches 
out after it from the center of the solar 
system— the parent-arms of the sun en
circling all this family of worlds and car
rying them in their journey through space, 
that same parent also subject to motion 
and the influence of still more powerful 
suns.

When the thought was first suggested 
to the Fathers of the Christian Church 
that this earth was but one of many 
worlds they were appalled, for they 
straightway saw that if this fact were once 
established the old-time conception of 
Creation, the “ Fall of M an”  and the 
Plan of Salvation was suddenly broken 
into a thousand fragments. For a time it 
seemed as though the jvhole superstruct
ure of religious thought was about to top
ple to the ground. But the result was, 
rather, to elevate the religious conception 
and enlarge the sphere of its moral aspi
ration and endeavor; and to-day as we

Reason is the touch of friendship, judg- contemplate this stupendous fact of count-
ment its guide, tenderness its aliment.— less worlds incalculably greater, and still 
D tB onald. ' sustaining direct relations to our earth,

and at every Instant of time contributing 
The laws of love unite man and woman to its general order and beauty, it suggests 

so strongly that no human laws can sepa- to us not the insignificance of man and his 
rate them.— Balzac. I remoteness from God, but rather the

_ . , . 1 * 1  . r , ,  divinity in man and the impartial and
It is modesty that places in the feeble rnrp nf hk  r , 1

hand of beauty the scepter that com
mands power.— Helvetius.

Woman, natufally enthusiastic of the 
good and the beautiful, sanctifies all that 
she surrounds with her affection.— A lfred  
Mercier.

Equality is not a law of nature. Na
ture has made no two things equal; its 
sovereign law is subordination and de
pendence.— Vativenargues.

* •

We live with our defects as with the 
odors we carry about us; we do not per
ceive them, but they incommode those 
who approach us.— Mtne. de Lambert.

Do not press your children into book 
learning, but teach them politeness, includ-

umversal care of his Creator.
If these majestic children of the skies,. 

these angels of light so wonderful in their 
magnificence, so unspeakably grand in 
their proportions, are held by strong ties 
of consanguinity to this little grain of 

I sand, having an influence over its least 
I particle, then the thought that the Infinite 
God who inhabits these vast regions of 
space has a care over the smallest atoms 
of the creation, comes home with a warm 
glow to the consciousness.

Great as those magnificent orbs are, we 
know that they are closely related, not 
only to the earth in the aggregate, but to 
every condition of our planer, to every 
leaf that unfurls its tender greenery in the 
Spring-time, to every germ that throbs and
quickens beneath the soil. From these 
remote spheres of life messages of love are

mg the whole circle of charities which , sent> and th have r t0 communi-
spring from the consciousness of what is cate t^ejr energies directly to the combi- 

ue to their fellow beings. Spurzheim. nations of atoms contained in our earth.

He that gives advice builds with one The, least Phenomenon of nature is a key
. u . .u * • a i a ' to the grandest event ot being, and whenhand he that gives good counsel and ex- , b , , . 4 .at__ia u, ;i j  , . , . . .  • we have solved the secret of that singleample, builds with both; but he that gives _ , . ,  ̂ , .6

good admonition and bad example, builds , . , r ,, a •n -a *u .uitK % ,i a *u »u which, if followed, will guide us throughwith one hand and nu Is down with the , , f ® , , 5the labyrinths'of life, not only as exhib
ited here upon our own planet, but it will 
One of the best things in the gospel of | carry us even beyond the visible stellar 

jesus is the stress it lays on small things, universe and communicate to us truths 
It ascribes more value to quality than to concerning worlds beyond, 
quantity. It teaches that God does not What is there in the fact of our mate- 
ask how much we do, but how we do it.— rial relations suggestive of man’s spiritual 
James F . Clarke. nature? Everything! How inadequate

other.

are all purely physical theories for the ex
planation and elucidation of phenomena! 
We see, for instance, that the invisible, 
and to us impalpable rays, proceeding 
from the sun and traveling through vast 
regions of darkness are a thousand times 
more potential and necessary to the life 
upon our planet than the visible rays. In 
other words, that on every hand are trans
piring spiritual phenomena, the projection 
and the visible exhibitions of which are 
seen blending here in the forms of min
eral, vegetable and animal life, and that 
the impalpable light of these remotely 
distant stars is being converted into ob
jective realities to the consciousness of 
man. Is not that a Spiritualism worthy 
the consideration of the greatest mind in 
existence? Do we not find here a key to 
the whole spiritual theory of the life of 
man? The fact is, the more we examine 
the outward world and its finer relation
ships the fuller do we find it of rich spirit
ual suggestions. We lift our eyes to these 
luminous orbs and behold their beneficent 
influences at work, to escape from which 
is impossible on the part o( any atom. 
We see how the penetrating rays of the 
sun and the light from other planets, even 
the most distant, affect every instant of 
time and every portion of our existence; 
how one state of objective being depends 
upon another and how all objective be
ings rest upon a spiritual basis; how forces 
invisible are united for the production of 
certain geometrical forms, and by and by 
converted into mineral substances, into 
the life of vegetation, and through the de
mands of man’s physical organization, 
elevated also to spiritual life, so that in 
reality you and I are to-day feeding upon 
the radiations of these distant worlds!

Time and space are only terms to des
ignate certain degrees of consciousness, 
and what we call matter, substance, tan
gibility, are convertable terms; what we 
have considered unrealities are demon
strated by the science of astronomy to be 
real facts in nature, and what we have 
considered the less important energies of 
the universe are in fact the basic princi
ples of all building, whether it be world- 
building or soul-building. We are now 
existing in a spiritual universe, we are sur
rounded by what to our present condi
tions are intangible and impalpable sub
stances and elements, but which are in 
other states of consciousness objective and 
palpable realizations*.

When we contemplate the chemical ac
tion which is forever going on in the 
laboratories of that portion of nature by 
which we are immediately surrounded, we 
discover that it is only the eye of igno
rance which discerns not, and that the 
light of intelligence immediately brings 
into view millions of objects that would 
escape another’s eye which, in its outward 
adjustment, appears precisely like the eye 
of the most intellectual being; the range 
of our actual vision is in proportion to 
the range of our intellectual research. 
In other words mind is pre-eminently the 
only* positive state of being; mind bridges 
all chasms; states of consciousness deter
mine the nature of impressions which are 
to be received from the visible universe.

The light from other worlds viewed 
through the telescope reveals to us vast 
bodies of matter, and we ask what is the 
object of this illimitable distribution of 
material substances? What signifies all 
this display of power ?

The highest expression of power on this 
planet is mind in man. See how man 
converts to his own uses all the energies 
of its environments, and renders sub
servient to his will all that is below him. 
We prophesy that the time is coming 
when there will not be a single element in 
the materials of this world which will not 
yield its highest possible service to man. 
We foresee that there is not an atom of 
material composing this globe, or its outer 
enyelope of atmospheric life, (which is the 
emanation of the surface of the earth), 
but will sometime, not very far remote, he 
under the control of this wondrous crea
ture, man.

Again, we reasonably suppose that all 
the worlds distributed throughout the 
measureless abysms of space are also 
subject to mentality; that the law of in
telligence is at work, and consciousness is 
the highest product. We know already 
from our study of these worlds that their 
component parts are similar to those of 
this world. The solar spectrum reveals 
the fact that the nature of the sun, the 
parent of all the planets of the solar sys
tem, corresponds in every one of its ele

ments to the known elements of the earth, atmosphere we breathe, in the organisms 
This being the case, is it not reasonable ! built up, is it not conceivable that the 
to suppose that the sun is inhabited, and \ spiritual forces for which these material 
that all this family of planets are also peo- j orbs are the arena of indescribable splendor 
pled with intelligent souls, and that mat-1 and mental activities, may also travel 
ter there, as here, is being worked up into j along these lines of light over vast dis- 
higher states of consciousness ? That the ; tances and impinge upon the spiritual
tangible and objective is being converted 
into the interior and spiritual ? One of 
the difficulties which the materialist en-

character of our planet, and determine to 
some extent the nature of the soul ?

It is a wide and beautiful field of thought
counters in all the theories of a future life to which we have invited yoy. And, 
for man, is the doctrine of a heaven, a soul- dear friends, though it unrolls to us the 
world, above the earth. The fact that scroll of infinite life it by no means lessens
the apparent steadfastness of the firma
ment is now proved untrue; the idea that 
we are spinning through space with such 
awful velocity, and that our relations to

the importance of the individual con
sciousness; no more than our conception 
of eternity lessens the importance of one 
moment of time. On the contrary, it

the worlds that accompany us on this gives a new significance to ever}' condition 
journey are constantly changing, renders | of our human life.
it impossible to many minds to locate a 
spiritual world..

Now, then, we have all worlds peopled 
with intelligent beings undergoing the pro-

This obstacle is instantly overcome i cesses of birth and death by which the
when we have grasped the idea of the 
related ness of worlds in the sp iritu al aim  
o f their existence. We see, for instance, 
that in the revolutions of our planet refin
ing processes are constantly going on; we 
see that the atmosphere we breathe to
day is constituted of elements more re

elimination of individual consciousness 
goes on perpetually. What further have 
we in this conception, not only of count
less material worlds, but also the countless 
spiritual worlds, which are their legitimate 
and necessary counterparts ?

In place of the old theological heaven,
fined than the atmosphere of millions of i seven by nine, in which were to be crowded

. 1 . 1 • •  f . \ • a • jm m • m , • .
ages ago; that in the activity of the atomic 
life below us the aim is to produce life 
beyond its present expression, and that 
always and everywhere there is the pres
ence ot spiritual power. The springing 
vegetation, the distribution of minerals, 
the magnetic currents which are constantly 
flowing through the earth as well as through 
the atmosphere, all the processes of cease
less activity are eliminating finer proper
ties from the grosser conditions of matter 
and pushing them forward and upward, 
into structural forms of celelestial splendor, 
our dreams of heaven more than fulfiled!

In the building up and decay of organ
isms there are produced the finer ethers 
and spiritual substances, and these are regu
lated by immutable law. Every atom has 
its spiritual life, its beating heart of divine 
power, and every organism is a laboratory 
in which are prepared the spiritual ele
ments for higher combinations and more 
beautiful adjustment, and during the long 
periods of growth through which the 
physical world has passed there have been 
preparations for the ripening spiritual life 
of man; before the soul of man was pro
duced as a conscious entity on this planet 
there was a soul-world adapted to the 
higher needs of the unfleshed spirit.
There is a sympathetic action, not only 
between our world and the spiritual en
velop of those distant orbs, but a spiritual 
world surrounds our earth as does the at
mosphere,— indeed partakes of the nature 
of the atmosphere, and every moment of 
time we are adding to the structure of 
that spiritual world. As the light of those 
distant orbs is transferred to this, a power 
is imparted to all germinal life by the 
electric conditions which obtain through 
these inconceivably great distances, so, 
too, is there a sympathetic interaction be
tween the physical life of man and its 
spiritual expression; there are forces pro
jected Jrom the physical to the spiritual, 
as a preparation for the human soul in its 
elimination from the flesh.

We conceive it to be not only probable, 
but actually true that all these countless 
worlds— universes of matter— which send 
their scintillating glow through the ether 
w hich surrounds our planet in its march 
through space, are habitable, and that 
every portion of the material universe is 
subject to spiritual law, every atom sur
charged with intelligence; the crystal 
builds its own peculiar shape, absorbs the 
radiance of the sun and the stars, takes 
its place in the mineral world according to 
the laws of intelligence, and not simply 
according to the law of physics; it is ac
cording to the law of intelligence that 
each atom adjusts itself, and as those 
distant orbs are related to the earth in 
their material component parts, so also 
may we suppose they are related to us in 
their spiritual character. And if it is pos
sible for these attentuate rays of light, - 
(which are impartations of power that 
through the transmutation of matter are | of all this temporal luminosity of the com-

a few poor, selfish saints; instead of the 
weak plan of salvation which consigned 
countless numbers of the human family to 
the bottomless pit, banished from the divine 
presence, swallowed up in a maelstrom of 
eternal agony; in place of a Godman en
throned somewhere within an impossible 
heaven, we have a natural universe of 
matter and spirit forever related, matter 
forever subordinate to the spiritual and 
the physical forever subservient to the 
mental.

What a beautiful picture is this! A 
universe whose life is God; a universe, 
every atom of which is intelligent; a uni
verse governed by immutable law, so that 
not the least creature within its range is 
lost to the harmony of the whole! So 
that in the expansion of your intelligence 
and consciousness a basis is presented 
from which to measure infinity! You 
need not search for God in the external, 
for you find him here in your own life.

It has been declared that hell is a con
dition of banishment from the presence 
of God; but this beautiful presentation of 
the history of life and the object and end 
of existence precludes the possibility oi 
such a thing. You can not be banished 
from the presence of God, since God in
heres in your own consciousness, and in 
every atom of the universe.

Is it any more wonderful to suppose that 
the spiritual worlds are sending into our 
world radiations of power, beams of men
tality, attenuate lines of moral thought, 
than that those distant orbs inconceivably 
greater than our own, and removed so far 
that thought itself wearies in its attempt to 
span the chasm, communicate with, not 
simply to the surface of the globe, but to 
every atom of the globe ? Were it not so 
the earth would fly from her orbit and 
chaos would ensue.

Is it any more wonderful to suppose 
that spiritual worlds, which are the result 
of all this sublime material activity and 
which surround those material worlds, 
peopled by the souls who have gone 
through the process of material embodi
ment and the change called death, shall 
send the radiations of their thought to 
our world ? How easy it is to conceive of 
the one when we have comprehended the 
fact of the other! When we come to un
derstand that the beautiful colors on the 
cheek of these flowers were penciled by 
the impalpable rays of the sun, how easy 
it is to believe that these soul orbs, which 
are the product of these lower conditions, 
can send their radiations into this world 
and impinge upon our mental spheres and 
illuminate the dark places of our human 
life!

And so it is, as we stated in the outset, 
that that sensation of consciousness which 
is signified by the word light proceeds 
from various causes. I presume there are 
a score in this audience w ho have experi
enced the sensation of light independe III

convertible into thought), to travel through 
these inconceivably great distances with
out in any way clashing or impinging upon 
each other’s individual characteristics; if it 
is possible for them to travel through 
space and by concerted action to reach 
this world, producing the marvelous re
sults which we see in clouds, in storms, in 
calm, in the sunrise and sunset,'in the 
globes of dew, in the flowery petals, in the

mon air, independent of the optic nerve; 
there are those who have beheld the world 
as it suddenly burst into inconceivable 
beauty and intense luminosity without 
any agency of the external organs. What 
is the meaning of this?

It is light trom another world than this 
world ot matter; other worlds far less re
moved than these to which our eves are

(Lontim ud on Third / d jr ,)
$
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Suffrage for Women.

11Y MISS E. L. LEWIS.

To what do we refer when using this 
term, emancipation from slavery ? Perhaps 
so, but now comes the question, what 
kind of slavery and by whom are we en
slaved ? Surely not by our brothers alto
gether, and yet upon them we heap 
our woe unsparingly. Is it not clear to us 
all that nature has no undivided power, 
and whenever we attempt to cross this
natural law, we find ourselves surrounded 
by inharmonious conditions at once ?

All must partake of the lights and 
shadows of life to produce harmony, and 
if one fails to do this, another is over
burdened, and unnatural friction is the 
result. Quite naturally we turn to the 
overburdened for the cause of our unhap
piness, when we are but experiencing the 
reflex of our own failure to do our just 
share; so with many women to-day, they 
are not ready to step to the front of their 
present sphere, yet unsparingly comdemn
the “  overburdened.”

It is but natural that man should over
step his boundary line; little by little he 
has been given the field, and woman 
would as naturally fall into the same error 
were she to find an opening; therefore, 
as I see it, we are quite as much at fault 
as our masters, and it being impossible 
for man or woman to suffer alone, we 
may safely believe our unhappy condition 
is felt by man, and when we shall take 
upon ourselves the full half measure in 
life’s duties, man as well as woman will 
be more amiable, and harmony instead of 
discord shall he our daily portion. Let 
us be patient and persevere, for we need 
not desire, nor ought wre to expect, our 
unused, almost lifeless faculties to bear full 
measure at once.

'There is much we need to know, and 
as much to practice ere we do ourselves 
justice in this new field, and this can be 
learned quietly at club gatherings, if we 
will; of course it will take time and 
patience, but the future success depends 
largely upon these trifles, as it were. Only 
by practice can we ever successfully per
form any truly worthy part in life’s pro
gramme. It is all important that we 
should understand what to do, how to do 
it, and when and why. Little by little, 
through private practice, we can perfect 
ourselves so entirely that each and every 
avenue we can fill with credit to ourselves 
and those few who have dared for us the 
censure of their fellow men. Let us be 
just to ourselves, just to the cause and 
also to those we so willingly condemn, 
our brother man. He is not perfect, 
neither are we. We can not perfect him 
but we can improve him, by and through 
our own higher development. I believe 
it to be unnecessary for woman to be the 
subject she now is, and women who dare to 
see and speak the truths made manifest to 
them are our saviors, and the lives of 
these are beacon lights to those that are 
less brave and less strong. Use, for our 
strength, step by step is always awaiting 
us. None need despair for lack of op
portunity, and if one by one the brave 
ones could be banded together, and as 
practical teachers, examples, as it were, 
improve the present imperfect habits in 
dress, thinking and all commonsense 
necessities, such as living the right, as 
made clear to each, not because some 
one else did, but because they knew it 
was the best for them, and they hoped it 
was for others, our advancement might be 
more speedy. A more charitable spirit 
toward each other as well as man, we 
sadly need. Why should we withhold from 
another that which giveth us comfort or 
pleasure ?

Our great first need is to think; fill our 
minds with thoughts of good, leaving no 
room and having no use for less than 
good, which to me is God, wherever and 
whenever I find it. If we feel this neces
sity for filling the unthin, with winnowed 
thoughts and struggle for its accomplish
ment, our reward shall be well worth the 
effort ^iven for it. 'The exterior is but the 
reflection of the within. A clear flame 
giveth a pure light; the larger the flame 
the greater surface illumined. If our 
minds are strong and willing, our desires 
right and hignest good to all, we shall be ju st 
and true in the same great sense. God’s 
atmosphere will surround us daily and we 
shall be strong to do and dare for the right. 
'Thoughts like physical forms must be sur
rounded by their own kind to be content, 
and knowing this we need not fear evil. 
If wc will give our time and strength to
ward good, in and through all things, our 
growth outward and upward is a certainty, 
slow, and for this reason more perfect* 
Women must first help themselves by 
thinking, then speaking, and, fully pre
pared, the door will open and opportuni
ties for action will await us. We must 
dare to be ourselves in the field now open 
to us, thereby gaining strength for the 
more perfect understanding and successful 
handling of those greater duties in that 
larger field, as yet unexplored by the 
sisters of our land. This field will open, 
when we can approach it thoroughly 
versed in how and why. We desire to 
work upon a higher plane than our 
brother, and lift him, for, verily, where 
woman is man faileth not to be also. 
We are not satisfied with his work, and 
now do we fully understand how to 
improve upon it ? I hat woman may 
realize her true worth in its just and 
true light is my earnest prayer, for our 
work is for Good (God) and we must be 
thoroughly alive to this, and unselfishly so

for the best results. If we would make 
many loaves of bread we put the leaven 
into all as one; so to do our greatest good 
to the greatest number we must first raise 
ourselves to a higher understanding of 
cause and effect, life and its necessities, 
and why we live. We can then better 
work for the best we can get, while here 
our light must illume other pathways, and 
hand in hand we soon become a Band of 
Good and God’s work we are doing. 
Sisters, think! Lift yourselves by think
ing and your present work loses its drudg
ery, for you live not in it, and like unto 
yourselves it becomes elevated, purified; 
the joys of life are attracted unto you 
direct from the fountain head, for as you 
think so are you. Struggle for the power 
to think aright that you may become more 
perfectly centered to act aright and Divine 
strength is inevitably yours; success a cer
tainty.

In the quiet way persevere, as here 
only can the true light lie given or re
ceived, our work outlined and ourselves 
prepared to go forth wisely and cautiously, 
yielding or refusing the demands of 
brother man. Women must save them
selves, and will be obliged to ere they are 
released from the yoke they now bear. 
The few brave souls now laboring so hard 
can not accomplish the work that natu
rally requires the united efforts of all. 
We are too careless in this, I fear, and 
thoughtlessly expect from the few the 
work for many. If we do not think and 
act for ourselves we can not be fitted for 
this new work, and could not walk therein 
were the way opened. Do not blame 
man altogether for this. Natural law will 
bring you all that you are capable of doing 
justice to, and the stronger you are the 
greater your work, the larger your field. 
Man can not prevent it. You have no 
excuse on his account for your inability to 
think, and thought will shed light upon 
the pathway to action. We are proud to 
forget the little things of life, and mourn 
that we do not reach the greater more 
readily. I have yet to learn that a great 
thing is not composed of small ones. If 
we heed the little daily calls we shall soon 
have the great, and be prepared, through 
practice in the lesser, to do full justice to 
the greater.

I am not in favor of man’s way of do
ing— far from it; but I believe he is no 
worse than we should be were we edu
cated, surrounded and yielded to, as he 
is and always has been. Man is half, but 
woman is also half. Nature so organized 
each that they are equally a necessity, and 
I would have my sisters do their full share 
that his equilibrium may not be interfered 
with and her strength lessened by disease. 
Every faculty must either use its natural 
supply or yield it to another, thereby be
coming weak and useless, the other strong 
and, perhaps, master; yet we must blame 
the energetic one, lor if we had also been 
workers we should have used our portion 
ourselves and nothing would have been 
left for him to take, and our strength 
would reach the natural balance.

We must exert ourselves, save ourselves, 
sometime and somewhere. 'This life is 
the one given us for this work and why de
lay. The first step must be taken some
time, and why not take it now. Delays 
are always dangerous and time is passing 
soon. Our opportunity for life-work upon 
this plane will become more difficult than 
we realize. Shall we not gather in the 
valley strength, knowledge, that shall en
able us to more quickly reach the mount
ain top ?

'To read of what the few are doing is 
well so long as it encourages, but must 
not satisfy. We must build for ourselves 
lest we go unhoused; and thinking lor our
selves is our first and foundation-stone. 
Individual thought being the foundation- 
stone our dwelling is unsafe without it and 
can not be otherwise. 'Think, my sisters! 
Think for and by yourselves, and be not 
nnwilling that another should do the same. 
We are weak, and why shouldn’t we be. 
Our education and surroundings make us 
so, and only by degrees can we gather the 
required force that is to save us from our
selves and for the good work awaiting our 
higher light.

God’s light to man is given through 
woman, naturally, and nature’s law we 
should spiritualize; but, alas! instead 
(man being the worker) he has a patent 
upon it, and is no longer God’s but man’s. 
'Therefore, nature has been absorbed, as 
has woman. Both must be resurrected 
and a division of man’s estate made clear. 
J,et us bear our own share of the burdens 
and pleasures. Divide with him from all, 
but give unto him nothing. Hand in 
hand we will walk with him—perfect 
neither, vastly improved each. And when 
we shall have worn out this garment of 
clay we shall be prepared to go on, new 
fields to explore, new work to |K*rform; 
onward, upward, never waiting for another 
to perform our labor. Work in mind, ye 
that are weary in body. Work the body, 
ye mind-weary ones; two halves it takes 
to make the whole, and each unto the sun 
must turn, else withered one, the whole 
undone.

Work in Spirit Life.

A New Departure.
Kuitom o r Go l g i*  (m t k i

The “  Ravlins”  which have been taken

[Written by Spirit Kev. II. B. Kenyon and copied for the 
Golden Gate.]

My F riends:—I have a few words to 
say to you respecting certain classes of spirits 
who are devoting the most of their time 
for the good of humanity, both in the 
spirit world and mortal sphere.

I will use myself for an example, hav
ing put myself in a position where past 
errors committed during my stay in earth 
life could be accounted for, and always 
ready to admit of any blunders, provided 
I met them, and profit by them; not at 
first as ready to take alt for granted as now.

Knowing that I had, during my earth 
life, been a hard worker and thinker, and 
being fully convinced of certain things 
which the Bible taught me as being the 
truth, but finding upon my awaking and 
investigating that I had made some dread
ful blunders where I had been sure I was 
in the right, filled me with a doubt as to 
any one’s statement, and a desire to sec 
for myself, and not pass over the same 
stumbling blocks again. It makes one 
feel weak and small to step into the higher 
spheres, confident of certain results, and 
find nothing as you expected; it fills one 
with a doubtful, resentful, distrusting 
spirit, which, if not properly cared for, 
becomes disagreeable and cross; for, 
having a body that can be taken hold of 
as in lifetime, as tangible as you are to
day, though you can not see us; but 
spirits to a spirit are body with clothing 
and feelings much the same as when 
clothed in the mortal garments. While 
you are often clothed with garments, which 
arc burdensome and troublesome, we are 
draped with that which is suitable to our 
true selves. Every color, flower and bird 
means a certain thing with us; each 
carry with them a symbol of himself, so 
that at a distance you can tell where they 
come from and in what sphere of the 
heavenly kingdom they now live.

If you have passed your time without 
investigating you will pass by much that 
is beautiful for the lack of true perceptive 
powers. I have passed over the same 
road many times, and each and every 
time have met with something new- and 
beautiful that had been overlooked previ
ously for the want of the right thoughts to 
see it. I may gather a rose to-day, think
ing it beautiful, put it in a vase and go to 
it to-morrow and find it withered—the 
rose itself will remain as it is, the change 
being in myself; when upon another time 
I go to it and it will be so beautifully cov
ered with a glistening dew as to look ten- 
iold more bright than upon the day I 
gathered it. In the spirit world it is we 
who change and not our surroundings. 
We are more open to all the grandeur day 
by day; nothing passes for naught.

I think the most puzzling thing to me 
has been the way certain peo )le I have 
known both in earth file and spirit fife 
have accepted everything as a fact, not 
doubting anything here, when before they 
passed over they knew nothing of the true 
law into which they are now thrown. I 
asked a friend one day how in the world 
he could swallow everything and anything 
when all was so different from what either 
of us expected. He answered, “  I can 
see now, while before I could only feel or 
take some person’s say for it.” The dif
ference between us was that he knew he 
was now a spirit and everything had been 
all right, though not'just as he had pict
ured, while I was continually on the look 
for something contrary to what I had 
preached, and must say that my. curiosity 
on that point has been more than satisfied.

I have sifted everything that has looked 
at all strange to me, finding out from the 
start why it is so, not wishing to dig up 
and replant any old ground, for there is 
so much new before us to lead us onward 
and upward.

No one works for himself alone. All 
are filled with the same instinct to lend a 
helping hand to each other. I have de
voted myself to the uplifting of the class 
called “ Shadows,” which are young men 
who were reckless, dissipated, and drink
ers, entering the spirit world with the 
same habits clinging to them; they must 
have some one to help them to rise out of 
that condition. When the first jassion 
for drink, or any of the pet habits formed, 
pass away, they are gradually taken one 
step at a time higher, like a graded school, 
often returning to the first grade before 
they finally succeed in getting free from 
their vileness. This is my work, and I 
feel most content in helping them, while 
another would make a complete failure in 
it.

If a spirit was to meet one out ot his 
sphere of helpfulness, so to speak, he 
would call upon one who knew just what 
to do, and thus leave the person in the 
care of some one fitted to give the assist
ance needed.

We can not fill two positions at a time 
and succeed. I can not play on the 
piano, and would feci very awkward on 
the stool, while little Edna would be 
happy there. At the same time she could 
not, and never will be of use in the fold 
of dissipation, further than to call others

are taken from place to place and allowed 
to follow out all their little whims to the 
fullest until they tire of being a child and 
wish for the true and noble position of 
usefulness.

When you pass on to the higher life 
you will [iass much time doing nothing 
but visiting from place to place, finding 
out the truth of much now unexplained. 
You are coming with an experience, both 
beneficial and instructive, ready to jmt 
your hand to the plow later on; it will lie 
rest and peace for sometime before you 
will care for anything more. Never have 
any doubts about your condition on this 
side. We will watch and meet you with j 
much joy when the time comes. Fear not; 
all will be well.

St . Taul, Minn., Oct., 1886.

Taken at his W ord.

From  “ O ver the River.
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1 propose to speak in this essay 
the use and abuse of mcdiumitfic po 
and the consequences. 1  o be a nurd 
requires certain characteristics, wl 
may be either bom with a person 
persistency, acquired. Characterut* 
dependent upon temporal as well as %\m 
ual conditions that it may be said to Ue 
the exception when they ail blend into 
such perfect harmony as to produce as 
entirely satisfactory result, but which, 
nevertheless, are productive of great goqd, 
and arc the only way to bring the science
of the religion that is to revolutionize the
world before the minds of the public. 
As time goes on, and both sides come to

or
M  Ift

K d iio k  or Go 1 dkn G a t *!

Your article in G olden G ate for Oct.

9th, entitled, "  They know not what they u n d e ^ n T th e  W iT / V g rtn li more P ’
do ,” commenting on 'The Signs o f the fcctly, and come also to a realizing sett* 
Times, pmblished at Oakland, in the in- of what it is to be a medium, and on •
terest of Adventism, reminds me of my own * h at R j* 1  rriuiWe

means of communication by means ofexperience with the then (and perhaps which to spread the "  word of God,
now ) editor of that paper when he was on ;(which means progression) then it 
a missionary tour in Oregon, several years 
ago. They (the Adventists) had pitched 
their tent on a public square in the city 
of Portland, and were making a grand 
effort to spread their doctrine.

I attended their meetings partly through
curiosity and partly in hopes of picking 
up some grains of truth in what I might 
hear.

One thing I observed and thought it 
very fair and commendable in them. It 
was to invite, at the close of their lectures,

come to pass that on l>oth sides dawe* 
will lx* formed to develop purity and re
liability in operator and instrument.

Now, in very many cases tht instru
ments which can best be used (brcatiw 
of their being |*a*sive and not likely to 
bring their own imperfect knowledge of 
the laws which govern these things to 
bear, because they have not the intellect 
to argue and criticise), are of the cues- 
raoncst clay and pliable in the handt of 
any operator, high or low, skilled or un
skilled, and so the great crowd of the* 

any clergyman or xrson who could gain-1 w^° ^avc intellect, upon whose should n 
say what they had spoken, to come for-} mantle of finite knowledge rt*H wi t
ward to their platform and, before their 
audience,-show the fallacy of their doctrine. 
Of course none came forward to debate 
the question with them, and I thought at 
the time it was because none were able to 
do so.

Before closing his course of lectures, 
Elder Wagner gave notice that he would

dignity, and in whose hands (could they 
believe it) the power would be the strong
est moral lever known, cast it off as wr 
worthy their notice or research.

The Providence that shapes our ends a, 
however, opening the door for this dm  
and making it easier to convince, by lead
ing them quietly into it without the*

give two lectures on Modern Spiritualism, being conscious of it, by this fur >re that
in which he would show it to be the works 
of the Devil. Knowing that he would be 
likely to use the same tone of argument 
that he had used in his little book on that 
subject I purchased a copy, took it home, 
read it and Very carefully noted his warp
ing and misquoting of the Scriptures, 
especially in regard to the Woman of 
Endor.

Thus prepared I attended the lectures, 
thinking he would give an invitation to 
some Spiritualist to refute his saying, and 
sure enough he did. After the close of 
his last lecture he, in a loud voice, ex
tended the same courtesy to Spiritualists 
that he had to different denominations.
I was just green enough to step forward 
and accept his invitation. “  Who are 
y o u ? ” said he; (he knew’ me well). I 
informed him who I was. “  And by what 
authority do you come here to answer 
these grave questions?” I informed him

is spreading abroad over the land far 
“  Christian Science,” “  metaphysical rt* 
search,*' “  prayer cure,” “  mind cure,' 
and all the waves of new thought wbki 
are breaking upon the old landmarks that 
have stood like rocks upon the shore / 
prejudice, and with resistle* power <cnmr 
ing them to crumble and be swept araf 
into the sea of progression. I be day ■  
dawning, and although many a mortal 
year must yet pass into the great sea 0i 
the past before the sunlight of trak 
will throw its beams broadcast over all 
humanity, still its radiance is becomr?g 
perceptible to many who stand on the 
higher planes, and once assured of the 
quality of the new light (which they 
become), they will join hands with thaw 
who are endeavoring to reach them, and 
the sun will be indeed risen.

We need all the good mediums we caa 
find to scatter this light, and when m d

that I had been President of the State ones who are looked upon as reliable 
Association of Spiritualists for many years, cultivated, and are respected by those a 
“ That ought to be sufficient,” said he; their own «ircle for what they see of 
“  and ii I admit you to our platform will I them,— when such ones admit fit may he

only to a select few at first) that tl 
have this power, they are believed; s 
although it seems passing strange, 1 
the seed is dropped in rich toil, whs 
when it has taken root and sprung 1 
will make a glorious showing and carry

you promise to speak respectfully of us ? ”
“ I shall be very likely to speak as re
spectfully of you as you have of us,” I re
plied; “ and I will further agree that my 
remarks shall not be personal.” “ 'Then 
what is your object of replying at all to
what I have sa id ?” he inquired, “  and I weight of fruit,— in the shape 
how long do you propose to speak ? n I opinion,— to many who would othervac 
1 told him I wouLi not occupy more than never have the define to taste of thr 
fifteen minutes, and that I merely wished | “  fruit pf the tree of knowfi *lgc." 
to show' the audience his misquotations, i Mediumship is undergoing a radkal 
and wrong applications of the Scripture, change for the better, as t lic v  new sciew* 
“  And do you think it would be profitable I tists come together in clasars and intem-

of pubhr

and advisable for you 10 do so at thi* 
tim e?” said he, “  for you must recollect 
that this is our platform  and our meeting. " 
I replied: “  You must be the judge of 
that. I only responded to your invitation. 
I supposed you were in earnest when you 
gave it. I sec the point now; please ex
cuse my obtusenct5 . ”  1 think he was 
quite right. C . A. R lU ).

Portland, Oregon, Oct., 1886.

T h e  G r e a t  L e n s .

[Ffuat wjnrit II. H. Nonon to 
Oakland,)

Mf- Ii- M TWainpmo, «f

gate the new light that penetrates ** 
armor, and in discussing and talking over 

’ one point after another, find that oat 
“ sees visions,* another is “  sometimes 
animated by a desire to speak that thrr 

! tan not understand, and wrhith stew 
j quite outside their power to control,** aa4 
so on. One phase of mediumship after 

I another comes to be spoken o f—not wit* 
j bated breath and under promtse of se
crecy, but in open discussion among tho*

I who have met together, called by one k t 
pulse, to progress. Our hearts rejoice 
thereat, and wc say go on in the good

j work you have txgun. Work
1 have just returned from a trip to Ros- body i(*gethcr; mind and m

jjlj influenced by the same agent in

1 r

the *
! jority of cases. Take in all that youton where 1 hive been examining, w

many others, the beautiful glasses that appeals to your reason, and d *
have been completed for the telescope of Cuss h rationally, and with coo! judgpeWk 
the Lick Observatory at Ml. Hamilton, whatever the name may be. Benotowf' 
Many advanced spirits were present to lb- exultant nor allow yourself t<* Ixlirre that 
ten to the address by no less a historical spirits can not convey wrong ideas, cither 
character than Copernicus. Those »ho> through malice aforethought, or became 
Live < Luge of that department are of the j a t imperfect instruments, or became rf

from worn-out garments have been re-110 her aid and give them into the care of
vamped, and are now being used at the 
Hamilton Church in the manufacture of

opinion that the time is not far distant 
when a lens will be constructed ao that 
the moon will lie brought apparently 
within five miles. Then jrour astrono
mers will be able to see its surface as 
clearly as if you were really within that down and trampled under fool 
distance of it. Its surface will then be, -- ----------

the conditions that govern everywhere 
being unpropitious, for these things 11* 
unavoidable, but let your judgment cak 
the full ears and perfect beads from the 
harvest-field and leave the chaff to be oft

critically studied and many new scientific 
facts be added to your store of astronomi
cal science.

su|K.‘rior suits adapted to the progress of 
the age. Their wonderful strength and 
low prices are attracting our shrewdest 
business men and women, and placing 
life-long apparel within the reach of those 
of moderate mcarts. B. 11 . Carter .

Oakland, Oct. 25, 1886.

those fitted for the work of uplifting that 
class.

We all have a calling. Children de
velop out of much that is to-day best for 
them, and keep stepping higher and higher 
until all the different parts of the spiritual 
body are fully develojied and able to each 
do its work. There comes a time of find
ing out what they best wish to do. T hey

'The Haywards Journal says: “ Old-
timers inform us that the land adjoining 
the bay is gradually being covered with

Does

the finest kind of sediment, and many 
hundred acres, now useless, will lx  
brought under cultivation and be worth 
owning. This is particularly the case be
low San Lorcnso and extending toward try it awhile and 
Ml  Eden." I nothing gained.-

Whv the Mom  went is T h ere .—“  1 
1 see the people of New York say Ge&'rsi 
Grant has a monument ui their brans-*

“  Y e s ."
“ Such a monument can not he pm* 

chased with money.*’
“  No. That is the reason m is there — 

Cha ago Sew s.

lie honest K  asks s
Chicago man. The Chicago 1

NotMng 
Atlanta
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lifted " h c u  wo go out upon a cloud less 
night am i ga/e  h eaven w ard , for those 
worlds trom w hence proceed s this super- 
mundane light arc ;>eopled \n ith our spirit 
friends, and  arc vo n  near to us; som e arc 
inside ot the earth 's  atm osph ere, for this 
atm osphere o f  the earth  is not on ly  for 
the purpose ot d iffusing the rays o f light 
which proceed  from  the sun and stais 
painting the lil> an d  the rose, am i t'i\ine
............. ~ UI-------------------  but

ot which is a progressive step, a budding 
tlowcr ot nobler thought, an added star 
m the 1 itale ot moral attainment!

Death of W illiam  Dmiton.

IKruiu t\ N\iMtn*i iol AtHlriMi DtUv#r«ul m 1 atadit|i
h'.very thought ot love which blossoms p \i>h. **, t»v \. 11. t

to man o b jective  nature as 1 sard
the beginning, all the processes o f  light 
here upon the p lanet h ave  had for one o f 
then aim s the b u ild in g  up o f ft spiritual 
\>01 Id w hich is to be the h ab itation  o f the 
soul, to w h u h  soul gravitates just ;̂ s natu- 
iall> us oui little earth  grav itates to its 
sphere and d escrib es its own orb it. So 
that the light w hich  proceed s from  that 
spiiit world an d  im p in ges upon the vision 
ot c la irvo yan ts is light from  a w orld which 
is inst as natural as th is w orld o f o b jective  
being.

W e wish to im press upon your m inds 
that the o b je c t  of tire revo lu tion s o f the 
earth, an d  ot all the sad sp ectac le  o f 
death, (sad until wo co m p reh en d  it,) is 
not sim ply to pour b ack  upon the bosom  
ol the earth  the stream s of life w hich were 
m an ifest; but w hen you  go in thought 
into this e th erea l realm  w hich  is surcharged  
with life as real an d  poten tial as any upon 
which your eye  now rests, an d  just as the 
unfleshed hum an soul is co n scio u s o f its 
palpab ility , so the realm s o f spiritual su b 
stances w hich  are co n ta in ed  in the m ate
rial structures w hich  are b u ild in g  up in 
the m in era l, the vegetab le  an d  an im al 
k ingdom s, h ave a defin ite  o b je c t. A n d  as 
we have seen  in the d e c a y  o f  the low er 
forms o f o rgan ic  life an d  the rebu ild in g  
into m ore c o m p le x , th at the o b ject lias 
been p h ysica l m an the m ost beau tifu l, 
sym m etrica l, an d  co m p lex  o f  a ll, so also  
tnc d estru ctio n  o f  th is form  is for a d e fi
nite e n d — for the e lim in atio n  o f  fo rces 
which are not long to be co n fin ed  in so 
narrow a co m p ass, an d  that d u rin g  e v e ry  
m om ent o f  tim e ad d itio n a l beauty is p ou r
ing into the sp iritual w orld . The sp irit
ual w orld  has lo ca lity  an d  is real. The o b 
jection s o f  the m ateria list are m et right 
here w ithin the c irc le  o f  his ow n in vesti
gation , it he will not be too d ogm atic  and 
d eclare  that e v e ry th in g  is unreal excep t 
w hat he can  h an d le  an d  see an d  sense.

L et us go  a little  fu rth er and see how 
the spirit w orld s are built up aro u n d  us, 
an d  how this light is co n tin u ally  pouring 
upon o u r co n scio u sn ess. Ju s t  as these 
\ is ib lc  and  m ateria l w orlds that o ccu p y  
the vast reg ion s o f  space are re la te d , so 
also  are these spiritual w orlds re la ted , and 
the least spark of in te lligen ce  in the low 
est p h ysica l structure is re lated  to the 
h ighest exp ressio n  of in te lligen ce w herever 
lo ca ted , an d  as the light from the spiritual 
w orlds, w hich are revo lv in g  in con cert 
with th« natural w o rld s, m ay pen etrate  to 
the realm  o f  th ou gh t, so yon in your daily  
life, through asp ira tio n , m ay relate yo u r
se lf d ire c tly  to th ese m oral an d  in te l
lectual sp h eres. T h u s  the sub ject o f 
prayer is re lie v e d  from  doubt and  m ystery , 
and its pow er b eco m es a  d iv in e  rea lity ; 
we see how th e n ecessities  o f  our planet 
arc m et by sun an d  star rad iatio n s, while 
the sp iritu al nature re jo ices  in em ulations 
from spirit w orld s.

I'he light from  w orlds o f in te lle c t, h o w 
ever rem ote, by a n atural law o f  attraction  
penetrates o u r realm  o f  thought and  plays 
an im portant part in ou r m en tal d e v e lo p 
m ent; an d  ju st as those atten u ate  lines o f  
light travel through sp a c e , so lines o f 
thought travel to th is little  g lo b e , w here 
arc pulsing hearts o f  lo v e , and yearn in g  
spiritual n atu res.

A n d , d e a r fr ie n d s , you  who h ave su f
fered long w ith n am eless g r ie f, let m e say 
unto you that the su d d en  illu m in ation , 
which lifted  yo u r h eart's  b u rd en , was a 
beam o f light from  an o th et*  w orld , a 
world o f  in te llig en ce  an d  angel love. 
T he songs ftf R o b b ie  llu rn s , the poor 
plowm an, had  so u n d ed  forth in other 
worlds; possib ly  in a d ifferen t m etre , and  
with variation s from  those w ords born o f 
that b rave , sw eet h eart. The ch aracters 
of SU( h a m ind as S h ak sp eare  are rea lities; 
groupings d e term in ed  and  c a lle d  forth by 
thought- light from  spirit w orlds. T h e  
glorious co n cep tio n s o f  a B a co n , the d is
coveries o f  L a  P la c e , the beautifu l m ed i
tations o f  a b e n e lo n , the star-search in g 
vision o f u H e rsch e l a ll these are illu m i
nations from  in n er w orld s. T h e  m om ent 
the soul begins to breathe the spiritual 
atm osphere, it re lates itse lf to all the 
moral forces o f  the u n iverse . T h e re  is 
no association o f  m oral a ttrib u tes that is 
not at led upon by the radium  e from other 
worlds o f m oral life an d  pow er. We are 
each living in w orlds d istin ctly  our ow n , 
and yet all are m ovin g in co n cert, g o v 
erned by the sam e great law s. E ach  of 
us are sending rays ol pow er invisib le  into 
each oth er's w orlds.

Oh, frien d s, the light o f  other w orlds 
enwraps us now I A n d  as the m agnetic 
touch o f the m oonlight on yon d er sea 
wooes the w aves to sw eet o b e d ie n c e , so 
upon the great sea o f  life rest the debt ate 
fingers of spirit light, sw aying it to the 
incisures ol m oral actio n , prom pting it to 
the perform ance of grand  duties. Not a 
•ingle hum an life , h o w ever insignificant it 
may Seem, but is g lory-w rapped  in the 
radiance o f the spirit w orld , for through 
the processes of life and  death  you are all 
related to the poten tia lities, and const ions 
lives, o f that w orld.

And everm ore these distant orbs of 
tmgcl thought send dow n their jew eled  
ray»; the t lu irvoyaul eye beholds them ,
•I' l i l i e s  t h e  clear inhabitants born of the
earth, and still bound t o i l  by tics of love, 
y* t heirs of a g lu iio iis  e tern ity , eat l» hour

m your brain, and every pulse "I sympu 
thy which warms your heart, is adding to 
the real life you are to enter upon here 
after.

t he light from other worlds is breaking 
in upon the religious thought of to day, 
m elting down its bra/cn images, fruetily- 
ing the slum bering germs ot spiritual 
power, lighting up its dungeons ot mortal 
tear, dissolving its Icy creeds, planting 
roses in its wilderness of hopeless specula
tions, and kindling the fires of a sweeter 
faith upon its dusty altars. It is dawning 
upon the intellectual world, and lol over
leaping all physical harriers, the wings ot 
an inspired im agination hear us into in
finitude, and as here in the m icroscopical 
world we found law and prder, so there 
we find G o d , im m inent, ull-sutficicnt, and 
sing our song o f jo y , seeing that through 
all of life 's d iversities throughout the uni
verse, all worlds are hound together, and 
as the radiations o f our little earth are

On the a jd  of February, 1HK1, he bade 
farewell to the family and started on his 
iMt long journey. All tin- yours of h U lt fe l1" " 1 ll' ° , S l ' r , ' or«e **>''«• U!' ’ “V " ' “ " L  “

'pong, ghdi \

and necessary supplies, they started. In 
the curly part ot the Journey they passed 
a deserted little village, li consisted of a 

I few miserable hutn fast going to decay. 
I he Irving and Bedford range's rise above 
the amphitheatre upon whu h It stands

IWrlutn fut tin* Ou\cl«ty Uau,)
No t t s  hy t h e  w a y s i d e

had he been a constant traveler, hence he 
often hade the dear ones at the fireside \ 
tarewcll. Vet this parting was in every 
sense uncommon. T h e shadow of on
coming events brooded like a somber 
cloud over the home altar. The ever- 
taithful wife and mother was first to feel 
it. Why should she not? It was but the 
exercise of her wondrous gift. Ihe bird 
when chilled by Winter's breath can scent 
a Sum m er air hundreds of miles away.
I he meanest worm has strange instincts 
by which it feels the web late weaves 
around it. and even the coarsest lives are, 
in some sit pro me moments, made lum i
nous by the sun o f prophecy. Elizabeth

the company moved on, William Denton 
lingered there. Who can tell what 
thoughts were his as he remained to view 
the little village o f llerigahadi ?
then havi 1 .1

Did he 
ath so

Humboldt County lU Iti'Mimi-cnn lUMptr 
HtmlUm And HptrtUmluin

Humboldt county, Cal., though some
what shut away from the rest of the world 
by its peculiar situation, is, notwithstand
ing, one of the finest counties of the 
State. Some idea ol its xi/.e may he ob
tained from the statement that it has over 
one hundred miles of coast line. It has 
fine uplands lor grazing, and dairying is 
one ot its profitable oci upaiions. It has 
also rich valley lands, unexcelled perhaps 
by any in the State, and fruits and vege
tables are raised in abundance; the latter,

Denton has psychometric powers so rare 
needed by all its sister orbs, so the in tc l-lsh e  can touch the sepulchre of the past 
lectual and m oral radiations ot the indi- and long mute lips will sneak again. And
vidual life arc needed by all the grand 
spirit worlds which enw rap and are coun
terparts o f the m aterial world.

Life is one grand unit; all chasm s are 
b rid ged ; death is slain, and life eternal 
hath gained  the victory.

The Fire Boy.

E DITOM O f (aOIOttN I s A I K !

I saw an article  in last w eek ’s issue o f 
your paper relative to W illie, the hoy at 
l urlock,- w here the strange fires were 

seen. I he boy has been wrongly spoken 
of. It sounds like the days o f Salem  witch-

long mute lips will speak again 
it was but natural her gills should first re
port the hurrying feet of death to meet
them.

The last day of his earthly life they car
ried him many miles in a drizzling rain. 
T hey reached, at nightfall, the little vil- 

William Denton had long planned this I luge of Hcrigubndi. Hunter propped up
tourney. It was in no sense a sudden 
impulse. So eager was he to accomplish 
it that he entirely forgot himself. Hut had 
he looked in the mirror he might have 
seen deep furrows cut by years o f toil; 
had he consulted the family record it 
would have rem inded him he had but one 
more milestone to pass ere he should 
reach the eventful sixty which has proved 
a stormy equinox in so many lives. The 
first w hite lrosts of wintry age had touched 
Ids manly brow.

cra ft, and burning at the stake, to read
“  fire -fien d ,”  e tc ., in cono f “  evil eye

nection with him . T h e  writer also heard
a  rem ark m ade by a person who previously
resided  there, v iz ; “  H e ought to be put
in a c a g e .”  L e t m e say, no one seem s to
think what effect thc^e things may have
upon him . T h e  facts a re : T h e  hoy
m erely  locates the fires, and does not
set the fires by looking at them . It within 
his reach , or in Ids presence, he can e x 
tinguish them  by his h an d ; hence, Instead 
o f causing them , he locates and extin 
guishes them . T h e re  is no fire unless 
when a pow er seem s to show the ability to 
do this strange thing.

In the first place there have been many 
fires this last season all through the valley, 
as yet un accounted  for -stan d in g  grain and 
o th e rfire s . It is a very unusual thing. A n 
other tact, the season has been an unusual 
o n e , that is, in the ip tense heat, for a 
tim e; a lso , it is a fact there is m uch gas and 
su lphur in the artesian wells, showing it is 
in the earth , all through this valley. 
Nowq the tires can not be attributed to 
trum ps, as at previous seasons there have 
been m any m ore and no fires have oc- 
1 urred. W hen the red sunsets attributed 
to ashes in the atm osphere from the 
eruptions at the tim e o f the Ja v a  disaster, 
it seem ed  to m e to be a foolish idea, as 
the sunsets continue at seasons, w hich, 1 
find by noting, show they are caused by 
con d ition s of the atm osphere which surely 
m ust have been brought about by the 
great effects o f  the perehelia upon this 
planet. S ee  all the d isturbances; and 
note, a lso , the truth that conditions arc 
ch an gin g  everyw h ere  as well as disturbed. 
Wc all exp ect a new condition o f things, 
an d  the atm osphere and earth will first be 
ch an g ed , or sim ultaneously. I f  the •red  
sunsets are cau sed  by ashes or dust in the 
atm osphere, will those wise ones tell what 
is the m atter with the atm osphere at T u r 
lock and through the valley  ? It has 
been given  me som ething like this, 
v iz .: The boy and fires arc for a purpose
not an evil one, but one to show a great 
power with a principle at the back not un
derstood , and it becom es Spiritualists or 
scientists at this day to leave o ff “ evil 
eye  “ tactics as ignorance and see what 
new and great principles m ay be learned 
through these teachings.

The other day an uncalled-for com m u
nication was given me from |. J .  lackson

C hina, Jap an , India and Palestine, l ie  
no doubt intended to return from this 
five years' tour by way o f his native land, 
and once more face an audience in the 
great city of London. Hut he would not 
go back as lie left it. a young man with 
the first wild fires o f radicalism burning in 
his bosom . Nor would he go with the 
cold  hard hand o f poverty clutching at 
his vitals. He would go hack with his 
great brain stored with useful knowledge, 
to claim  his well-earned place among the 
great orators Kngland has given to the 
w orld; go to rank with W allace, Darwin 
and the great scientists o f the age.

Perhaps he nuty have dreamed o f walk
ing once more among the stone quarries 
at Ashford in K en t, or lingering for an 
hour, in life ’s ripe years, in some dear 
spot, where, with Caroline Gilbert by his 
side, lie had rehearsed love's old and yet 
forever new story under the light o f the 
stars. No doubt in planning this journey 
the brightest side of all was the thought 
he might one day return and lay before 
his m any friends in Am erica the jewels he 
had gathered in foreign lands. Then he 
could sit down in life ’s decline at his own 
fireside, and, with a grown-up family

a premonition of dc 
near? Was he looking at this plaee, and 
thinking how peaceful would lie his rest 
near the rocky bed of the mountain 
stream? He has not told us why he was 
so fascinated with this location ? Hut by 
u strange circumstance he was permuted 
a burial upon the spot he so much 
admired.

As they pursued the perilous journey 1 ln particular, are noted foi the luxuriance 
up the mountain, fever overtook them. 1 of their growth and their remarkable si/c 
Armit was the lust to feel its heated the “ Humboldt potatoes" at one time 
breath, but William Denton was soon an I being quite in demand in other portions 
easy prey. Patiently he pressed on, un- of the State because of their superior sue 
willing to yield to the destroyer. At last I and quality. Grains are raised to some 
he was prostrated, and Hunter procured extent, but are not the principal produt- 
the help of natives to hear him haek.jtion . Its great forests of red w tod are its

principal source of wealth, and its harbor 
affords a means by which to send out this 
product to the markets of the world. It 
lias a fine climate, and its people are 
healthy, and seem to be, in the main, 
contented and prosperous. T here is not 
apparent here that crowding and elbow
ing for room, and the means of subsist
ence that is manilest in other portions of
the State.

Spiritualism has a wide influence in the 
county, though at present it is less active 
than for several years past. In Eureka, 
the seaport and principal city, meetings 
were kept up for years, princ ipally through 
the efforts of lion . \Y. J. Swcasey. 
Some of the workers and supporters hav
ing died, and others moved away, the 
meetings have gone down. Mr. Sweasey, 
himself, is getting to be quite aged, and 
begins to feel that his life work is about 
done, and younger hands should now take 
up the burdens. Mr. J . 1 1 . Kimball, an 
active worker, was killed last Spring in 
his own house by a burglar. Mrs. lTu-

the Hour of a deserted old hut, in which 
he laid with William Denton and Armit. 
With the approach of night the heavens 
grew intensely dark, and the rain fell 
piteously upon the wretched hovel where 
they lay.

It is near 9 i\ m ., and William Denton 
is dying. And yet so patient is lie in 
death, his companions knew not the icy 
hand had touched him. At last a spasm, 
and the death-rattle in his throat revealed 

But so intent was he I to them that he had gone. His sons are 
upon his great work he had not felt T im e s only a few miles away, yet days must pass 

_ I icy finger or beheld his own lengthening 
life-shadows. T h e  journey as originally 
planned included the Sandwich Islands,
New Zealand, Tasm ania, Australia,

before they learn his fate. In the early 
morning Hunter, with the aid of natives, 
dug a grave, Then tied his handkerchief 
around his face, wrapped his body in a 
blanket, and buried it.

No marble, ro granite, or block of 
stone guard the grave of William Denton. 
Vet nature is kind. T he bird will call its 
mate, and sing its early song from the 
fern-fringed jungles near the little mound, 
and the unbroken song of the mountain 
stream will chant his requiem. The same 
sun which shines over us will warm 
his grave, and faithful stars nightly kiss it 
with their pure sweet beams.

T he stones we place at the graves of 
our dead are at best hut the nlaymarks of 
a child time will quickly wipe away.

What of William Denton ? Let us be
lieve lie has gone up higher. Let us try 
to feci the truth of the spiritual philosophy 
in which he believed, and which we de
light to proclaim, and in its magic light 
look beyond our tears, and see that 
"  death is but the gate to endless day.” 

All hail, brother mine! We soon shall 
meet you. W c, too, are coming. We 
are coming with the weary trend of aching 
feet; coming with our hot temples throb
bing with pain; coming battle-scarred and 
wet with tears.

Oh! brother, doubly blest by death's 
s w e e t  kiss, swing wide the gates/ and let 

around him, talk over the hardships o f his I our weeping eyes behold the garden of 
life and point them to the victories he the soul’s bloom, where wc shall live and 
had won. T o  some o f us the planning of | love forever, 
such a journey would be madness, but it

dcnce M. Kendall, whose unselfish devo
tion to the cause, and whose lovely char
acter made for her, wherever she was 
known, warm friends friends who ten
derly cherish her memory also died last 
Spring.

Hut undoubtedly the most telling work 
done lor the cause in all this country was

0

by Mrs. Dr. 0 . B. Bayne, of l erndale, 
who passed over last Winter. Her char
acter as a woman was such that she was 
respected by all, and loved and rever
enced by those who knew her intimately. 
She was an unconscious trance shaker, 
and gave fine discourses, and also remark 
able tests. She labored in the use of her

was natural to William Denton. The 
earth was his m other, and he loved her 
tenderly. Why should he not look at her

Friendly Words.

B ko. O w e n : I have had the pleasure
time-worn face, pitted by thousands of o f rending a few copies o f your G olden
dead volcanoes, and wrinkled by un
counted earthquakes in her youthful days ? 
T o  him to meet and study primitive man 
face to face, and thereby trace the origin 
and migration ol the races, was o f more 
value than to inherit a crown. His sons, 
Shelley and Sherm an, accom panied him. 
T hey journeyed by rail to San Francisco, 
lecturing on the route. Some o f you will 
rem em ber this last brilliant lecture tour. 
W herever he stopped large audiences 
gathered to hear him. 1 1 is engagement 
in San Francisco was one o f the most suc
cessful courses ever delivered in the city.
I can not forget that it was in this city lie 
wrote the last letter ever penned by him 
to m e. Little did I then dream he was 
encouraging me in a work the perform-

rcTative this boy, v iz .: “  W illie will d e -|a n c e  ot which has impelled me to speak a
bully

tie  sailed from San Francisco on tunc
velop  a most wonderful m edium , l ie  vv 
locate m ountains, m ines, rivers, and un
known countries. I le will tic the most 
useful theosophist in the w o rld ."

T h e  facts relative to the fires were e x 
am ined by Dr. L . J .  Schelhous on tin
p la te , and the inform ation I have is from 
him that it was most w onderful; also 
that the hoy m erely located the tires and
could  extinguish them.

Yours for truth,
J a n e  M. M it c h e l l .

T u r l o c k , O ctober 24, 1886.

GAIK, really and truly a “ journal of
practical reform devoted to the elevation
ol humanity in this life, and a search of
the evidences o f life beyond.”  My atten
tion was called to your G olden G ate  by 
your correspondent, Bro. Kenyon to sev
eral communications from his father, es
pecially his reception and experiences in 
the Summer Land, being the most elabo
rate and the most sou I-satisfying of any
thing of tlu* kind in print, and should by 
all means he published in pamphlet form.

In devoting your journal to the eleva
tion of humanity in this life, you have 
struck the key-note o f progression. If 
we are all sisters and brothers of one great 
family, why not cultivate each other ac
cordingly, and the spirit of selfishness less.
T ru e, some of us are tramps, some of us are 
outlaws, while many others are vicious, I believes some ol his means used in this

divine gifts, dispensing all around her, 
“  without money and without price," 
knowledge and consolation to hundreds 
of anxious souls. Her loss is severely 
felt, but her influence for good is felt still 
more. It is impossible to overestimate 
Iter work. Dr. Bayne, who resides near 
Fcrndale, and is a thorough Spiritualist, 
is perparing a biography ot Mrs. Bayne. 
We think that it will he a work which 
must rank among the first of the kind in 
the literature of Spiritualism.

The Spiritualists of Humboldt county 
as well represent the practical utility of 
Spiritualism as any we have ever known. 
We w ill mention a few names as notable 
examples. The whole family of Mr. 
Mitchell (whose wife is a daughter of Hr. 
and Mrs. 0 . B. Bayne) are an example 
of the wholesome influence of Spiritualism 
rightly taught, they being one ot the 
finest families it has ever been the good 
fortune of the writer to In-come acquainted 
with. Mr. C . A. Doe and wife, Mr. and 
Mrs. Dungan, and others about Feind.de, 
are also representative Spiritualists.

At Rio Dell, Mr. L. Bainter has, by his 
boundless liberality, done much for thew 9
cause It is his purpose to build here, 
next year, a public hall to he dedicated 
to Spiritualism, and for the free use of 
mediums and speakers. This public 
building, which In- has already planned, 
and the ground site tor which he has 
marked out, he intends to deed as an in
heritance to the Spiritualists ol K10 Dell, 
giving as his motive loi doing so that he

4, 18 8 1. Within two years from that date and go about seeking whom they may dc- 
he delived near four hundred public Ice- stray, and the majority are vultures prey-

TTik  M a t t e r  oe E x e r c is e . T here is
nothing equal to il good, brisk walk ol two
or three m iles more even in the open
air. T h ere  are two times in the day when 
ibis is cspei ially ben eta ial in the morn 
ing, after a light breakfast, and before 
s u p p e r ,  or dinner at night. Indoor life  
m a k e s  us lazy; and when that feeding ol 
w e a r in e s s  and languor steals over us we 
w a n t to slay in the house, curled up in 
s o m e  easy ( hair. But this is a dangerous 
thing to d o ; this is the time o f all times 
w h e n  we ought to be out ot doors exci 
< ising vigorously. What if it does the us?
I, wj)| In -a healthy weariness from which 
wc may soon recover, and whi< h Is la 1 
1 deferable to tlmt ncive wearincsn which
drives nil hope of icwf fin aw ay.-

Jo u r m il 0 / ilM ith .

lures m Australia, New Zealand and 
Tasm ania. On Ju ly j, 1883, he sailed 
from Thursday Islands for New Guinea, 
l ie  was anxious to get a knowledge of the 
island, its geology, mineral resources, and 
the 1 haraetei and habits o f the natives. 
T h is knowledge was needed to prepare 
him for a review of a work by Wallace on 

Island L ite ,'' and also for future scion* 
tilie lectures in Europe and America, 
l ie  joined with three gentlemen to explore 
the southern part o f New Guinea. One, 
named Arm it, was a m-wspapet cone 
Hpondcnt; another, Mr, Hunter, and a 
hall native, named Bedford, composed tlu 
party, I hey started to make a journey

ing upon eaen other; but who can say 
that had the conditions surrounding them 
been the same with any ot the more un- 
fortunate, they would have been different 
from that same unfortunate. Why not 
lend each other a helping hand ? Why, when 
a brother or a sister is in distress or unfor 
lunate in earth lib- reach out to them, not 
only our sympathies, but keep employ 
incut before them, and see that cm h and 
all receive a just equivalent lor his 01 
her labor, and all (lu- more fortunate, as 
well as the distressed, should not forget to 
cultivate their spiritual natures. “  Love
one another,”  and we should at once 
•njoying the millennium.

In

way will do more good to posteiity, and 
be a source of greater satisfaction to him
self in spirit life, dun in any other way 
that he could bequeath it. May this not 
be a worthy example for other Spiritualists, 
who are blest with means, to follow? 
Mr. Bainter desires and designs to dec
orate this lull with the portraits (donated 
for that purpose) ot leading mediums, 
speakers and workers in the cause, Believ 
mg that they will help to bring good in 
tlucnccs to the place.

At Rio I Vll also reside Mr. Burney, .1 
son-in-law of Dr. Bayne, and family, Mr. 
Enos Arid wife, Mr. and Mrs. Mills, ,uul
Dr. and Mix. W itter. Reference is made
here to these because they are not only 
representative men and women, but thei

o f sonic fifty mik-H through the mountains. G o o n , brother; let ot he 1.1 speak ill of are those whose lives adorn the philoso■ I I 1 ' * I i a m a • a ■ ft. a I t  .• .1 I I ll ■
In his Iasi letter to his wife he informs us cm h other, it is indeed grand to have om
no European had cvei made the journey, 
So strong was his thirst lor knowledge lu 
di«l not heed the warning tlmt the jungle 
(ever was a foe to all who tried to pene 
Bale tlu' mountains, li would require some 
weeks to make the journey. I le described 
ihe natives, in this luiel letter, at Mailing, 
and cloned by saying, “  From thy wandei 
ing W illiam ." I low true the simple 
appellation given t » himself! He had in 
deed been a wanderci from State to Stair 
and « ity to city. Prepared with a guide

paper tlmt can give us the good side ol 
humanity. It is useless to tell you that I 
love tin- G olden t o n  , ami through your 
agent here, Hit). S. D. Greene, I am care
lul to get each number.

Truly and fraternally yours,
Danii l Goons.

B room vn, October, 1 |. 1886.

phy of Spiritualism, lu tact, we have 
never been where Spiritualism is hettci 
represented than in Humboldt tountv

Mon anon,
B \ei. A, S mi 111

I n|. k |. Is a greater distance between 
some men and others, than between some | 
men and beasts.

Si i r e 1 I 11 r \  1 ■ i'k . Professor (to .stu
dent who writes, not lor ihe iiuism *, hut 
lot the educated lew) 'Mow should 
write so 1h.1t the most ignorant ol your 
audience tan understand all you say/  

Student (pu./led) “  \\ hat part ol my 
I production is not dear to you, sir?’
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C O H E S IV E  P O W E R  O F  P R O P E R T Y .

The greatest obstacle to the permanence and 

prosperity of most of our Spiritualist societies is 

their general poverty. They are wanting in the 

cohesive power of property, and without which 

no religious society can he of long duration.

The first thing a new society of any evangeli

cal faith undertakes is to set about the all-im

portant task of building a church edifice. To 

this end they will put forth every effort in their 

power. If the pastor of the flock is made of the 

right stutt he will stay with the brethren till the 

necessary funds are secured. A spirit of emula

tion will be aroused among them, and none will 

be found loo poor to give something. If he 

finds it impossible to raise the full amount re

quired, he does not hesitate to incur a debt, 

trusting to the future lor its payment. And thus 

they secure a lasting foothold in the community.

How different this from the methods usually 

practiced by Spiritualist societies. With rare 

exceptions they are contented with rented halls, 

often inconvenient and cheerless, never for a mo-
a

ment indulging the thought of the possibility of 

a house and a home of their own. And so when 

the first cold wave of adversity sweeps over the 

society—things do not go to the enty-c satisfac

tion of all, and differences of opinion arise 

among them—they naturally fall to pieces and 

drop into ohlivion.

The Society of Progressive Spiritualists of this 

city is the lucky owner of some twelve to fifteen 

thousand dollars’ worth of real estate, from 

which, we are informed, the Society derives a 

revenue of about one hundred dollars a month. 

This, of course, is not enough to erect a suitable 

place of meeting, but it is quite enough to insure 

the permanence of the Society.

In fact, Spiritualists do not want church edi

fices, like other religious denominations, to lie 

idle six days out of the week, and to be used 

only on Sunday, and occasionally of a week-day 

evening. What they need is a suitable hall in a 

building, other portions of which can be utilized 

for business purposes, and thereby made to yield 

a revenue to aid in support of the public meet

ings.

That is just what our Golden Gate Religious 

and Philosophical Society needs, and what it 

must have in order to make its future of useful

ness certain*

Isn’t it about time that some steps were taken

in this direction? Why not agitate the matter?

There are many Spiritualists in this city who

have a good deal more property than they would

care to sec their heirs quarreling over after they

pass on, and certainly much more than they can

carry with them into the next world.' Could not

their enthusiasm in this behalf be aroused, and a*
fund raised that might eventually grow into such 

proportions as to enable the Society to build a 

house of their own?

We believe it not only possible, but practica

ble. All that is wanted is for some live man or 

woman to take the matter in hand.

If this life were the all of being, —with its sun

dered ties, its bitter partings, its keen agonies— 

what a fearful failure would it be—how empty 

and unsatisfactory. How cruel the plan that 

could implant in the human breasi the sweet

hopes ami longings for a continuance of existence|
in a world where we could find the loved ones 

that Death has taken from our arms, and then 

deny us the fond fruition of our hopes. Surely, 

the Good Father could not so cruelly mock us.

Who thinks he has— who accepts death as the 

end, and annihilation as the highest wisdom oi 

the Eternal One in the creation of man—can 

surely never have loved. Indeed, it were mad

ness to allow the affections to center upon any 

human being, — mothers should learn to hate their 

children, children their parents, wives their hus

bands and husbands their wives,—or, at least, 

to become wholly indifferent to them,— if the 

fondest and holiest emotions of the soul were to 

be thus trifled with.

But thanks to the Divine Soul whence ema

nates all life, there is in reality no death. “  What 

seems so is transition,” and relates wholly to ex

ternals. And this great truth we are permitted 

to know beyond question. Thus the assurance 

comes to us that we shall meet with our idols 

again, in a world far more real and enduring than 

this.

How this knowledge fills the mother’s heart 

with a holy joy, and robs the grave of its cruel 

sting. Henceforth, for her, hope takes the place 

of despair. She recognizes, even in death, the 

plan of a loving hand, and her soul becomes 

strong to endure, knowing the glad welcome that 

awaits her in the “ many mansions” of her 

Father’s house, whither her darlings have gone.

Nay, more, she need not wait till then to feel 

their presence—the “  touch of a vanished hand,” 

or the pressure of loving lips that she had once 

thought silent for evermore. A way has been 

opened for their return, and they may now, and 

do often come, to nestle close to hearts that are 

heavy, bringing the glad assurance that they still 

live to love and bless.

In the realization of this glorious truth, duty 

becomes a pathway strewn with flowers, while 

through the darkest hours of this mortal life 

there is ever seen the “ light in the window ” to 

guide the weary wanderer home.

A  G O O D  S U B S T IT U T E .

L e t  T h em  C o m e .—If report is to be re
lied upon Japan is losing its “  modesty ”  under 
Christian teachings. It is said that representa
tive Buddhists of that country are considering 
the proposal of sending missionaries to Christian 
countries. Well, let them come. If the alleged 
success of Buddhism among Christians in Japan 
is true, that is sufficient encouragement for going 
abroad. One thing is certain: If Buddhism con
tains anything that is not found in Christ’s teach
ings of good, it will readily be accepted. The 
world is growing liberal as well as broad, and no 
longer holds that one religion or philosophy con
tains the all of wisdom and virtue necessary for 
man’s expanding mind and growing capacity. 
Thinking men and women of to-day accept noth
ing as a whole simply because it is so presented. 
They claim the privilege of analyzing and com
paring, rejecting whatever does not accord with 
reason, common sense and morality. Liberal 
minds are never afraid of losing opinions and be
liefs, but are willing to change them as often as 
they are proven erroneous.

—In South Carolina there is an ingenious 
colored preacher who has worked out a new 
account of the Garden of Eden affair, and pre
sented a remarkable solution of the origin of the 
Caucasian race. According to this gentleman’s 
theory, “ Adain and Eve were black and also 
their first children; but the voice of the Lord 
ordering them to quit the delightful garden, gave 
them such a fright as to turn them white, and 
all their subsequent children were accordingly 
white.” The idea might be given a local applica
tion, and evolve the opinion that another de
structive earthquake in the South would quite 
obliterate the odious “  color line.”

Bro. Lewis Kirtland, of Los Angeles, writes 
that “  Unitarianism has about swallowed up 
‘ Spirtualism’ in that city.”

Wei!, we don’t know of any better substitute 
for Spiritualism than a good article of Unitarian
ism. It preaches all good to all humanity, be
lieves in (but has no proof of) continued existence 
beyond the grave, ignores the idea of a vicarious 
atonement and endless punishment; in short, it is 
a grand spiritual help to the soul.

But, as*we remarked, it has no proof of spirit 
existence, and therein it falls far short of being 
\ perfect religious system. It affirms what it 
does not kn o w  to be true, concerning a future 
state, refusing to accept the only evidence thereof 
possible. And therein we think it just a little 
inconsistent.

Still, we have a very warm feeling for Unita
rianism. It numbers in its ranks many grand 
souls—many who are not averse to investigating 
the claims of Spiritualism, and who only need 
the proof positive to bring them fully within the 
fold of a religious philosophy that is more satisfy
ing than any other system of religious belief of 
which we have any knowledge.

All that our Los Angeles friends need is a good 
organizer, and some good spiritual lectures. We 
italicise the word, for the reason that there is a 
vast difference in lectures purporting to he spirit
ual. Some lecturers think only of abusing the 
Churches, and pulling down the props of all re
ligious beliefs except their own. Lectures based 
on the Golden Rule, full of love for humanity, 
and a broad, generous charity, accompanied by 
the evidences of the truths of Spiritualism never 
fail to reach the hearts uf the people.

Not that the Los Angeles Spiritualists may not 
have had many of such lectures in the past, but 
there is evidently a lack of unity or power among 
them now which only the highest spiritual teach
ings can overcome. Until they can have such 
teachings they no doubt do wisely in attending 
the services of the Unitarian Church, which we 
understand is presided over in that city by a large- 
hearted, able and truly spiritual-minded man.

N O T  D O N E .

Now, they are under our feet, and we tread upon 
them so carelessly! Their companions are cover
ing sacred mounds of earth, and gathering close 
around white slabs, where, when we look upon 
them, they speak to us in another language than 
do their mates along the highways. They arc 
very like those noble, unselfish lives that lived 
but to bless and comfort. The work of both is 
done upon earth in the forms by which we knew 
them, hut they live on and work forever.

O A K L A N D  8 P I R I T U A L I S T S .

T H E  A R G U M E N T  O F  A B U S E .

Prom the first day to the last, October has a 
charm all and distinctly its own. It is the royal 
month of the year, and brings with it a feeling 
of peace and pleasing anticipation, nhat is a part 
of the subdued and mellow beauty of the soft 
skies and tinted clouds, as all loveliness speaks of 
joy both present and prospective. The leaves, 
whose visible work is done for another year, lie 
thickly upon the roadside anti upon the green 
lawns and among the gorgeous flowers, as 
though they would cling to the life around them, 
not knowing how brief it all is. The dead leaves! 
How suggestive are they in their fallen estate— 
fallen but not useless. They have given us their 
fruitage and gone back to the soil from whence 
they sprang, that its fetiliiy may be increased and 
its abundance not grow less in coming years. In 
their bright greenness they nurtured the growing 
fruit by shielding it from the burning sun; gave 
shade to tender plants and flowers, and refreshing 
rest to the dusty traveler; and all the while they 
were cherishing the young buds that should 
take their places another year on the mother tree.

Some Spiritualists seem to be imbued with the 

idea that the true way to build up their cause is 

to make war on the Bible, Christianity and every 

form of religion not in harmony with their own.

One of our subscribers actually discontinued 

his paper recently because we refused to publish 

an outrageously abusive article of the Christian 

Church, which he sent us. We are pleased to add 

that this is the only instance of the kind in our 

experience with the G o l d e n  G a t e .

Now, the trouble with this brother is that his 

spiritual nature has never been developed above 

the level of mere animalism. He has not learned 

the first lesson of the Golden Rule. He docs 

not know what it means to be decently charita

ble, but is too much wrapped up in his own self- 

conceit to be respectfully considerate of the opin

ions of others. Had he been born in the days of 

the Inquisition he would have been another Tor- 

quemada,—provided he possessed the courage of 

his convictions.

Who does not, or should not, know that 

kindness only will convince—bitterness and 

uncharitableness never? No man was ever yet 

convinced of the truths of Spiritualism by ridi

cule or abuse.

It would seem that Spiritualism can have no 

worse enemies than some of its pretended friends. 

Those whom they would seek to win to its gen

tle and beautiful teachings they would first 

“ knock down and drag out.”

Spiritualists should learn to be spiritually 

minded. They should be second to none in the 

practice of those virtues and graces which come 

naturally of a gentle and loving nature.

If a knowledge of a future life, with all its pos

sibilities of progress and happiness is calculated 

to make one cruelly unkind, then were it better 

that one believed in all the dogmas of ancient 

tradition.

But we arc glad to know' that such is not the 

tendency of the teachings of Spiritualism. It 

operates rather to soften the heart and stimu

late the better nature of man into generous feel

ing and action. It lifts man out of himself, and 

into a clearer sense of his relation to the Divine 

Soul. Where it fails to do this the fault is not 

with its teachings and philosophy, but in the un

developed nature of the individual man.

On Sunday last, both at Grand Army Halt in 

the afternoon and at Hamilton Hall in the even

ing, very interesting Spiritualistic services were 
held. There was a large attendance at each acr- 
vice. Altogether Sunday was a high day among 
the Spiritualists of Oakland. Mr. Ravlin spoke 
at the afternoon meeting on the “  Humanity of 
Spiritualism,” and raised a liberal collection for
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In the evening, Mr. Kavlin spoke to a large 
and deeply interested audience upon the "  Mis
sion of Phenomena in Spiritualism as Identical 
with that of Christianity. ' He showed beyond 
ail possibility of refutation that the Bible, and 
especially the New Testament, is lull of spiritual 
phenomena. It was never designed that all ;>he- 
nomcna should cease with the apostolic age, with 
all succeeding ages to the end of time left with
out anything by which to demonstrate the truth 
of immortality. Greater demonstrations were to 
be given than even Christ himself performed. 
But the golden thread of love and spirit phe
nomena was lost when men began the endless 
strife about words to no profit. Modern Sp.rit
ualism has picked that thread up and restored 
the phenomena which was lost, and which was 
supposed to have forever passed away. In other 
words, Jacob's ladder had been thrown down so
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upon this man, who was never known to t 
charitable deed, and probably would not grw * 
quarter of a dollar to save the human race (roe 

> perdition, unless he couki see where it would 
| him a hundred per cent, profit in thirty days. 

Well, the ladies entered the pretence of 
modern Dives and modestly ma>lc known 
request, when a look of blank amazementw
over his face. .As soon as he could recover tto 
power of speech, he inquired, 0 Who sent you in 
me ? ”  They replied that they had come of thee 
own accord, thinking he might be pleated to * .  
sist them a little in the work of gathering in tto 
little waifs of this great city, who arc now bvtw
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the angels could no longer demonstrate that they upon the streets and laying the fourrdatkim f*
could decend and ascend upon it. Spiritualism 
has set it up again, and now the heavenly mes
sengers come and go freely.

M i. Carter, President of the Spiritualist Asso-

u sc less and vicious lives, and bringing them under 
proper educational influences. “  Did yam *4 
know that I never give a cent for any purpun 
whatever?" he inquired. “ If not 1 will o u vn

ciation of Oakland, followed bysorae very timely inform you," he continued, in » In—  tocnafffcthe 
remarks, appealing for a liberal collection, which 
was given, after which Dr. Stansbury gave a 
large number of slate-writing tests from the plat
form, which were every way satisfactory, and 
which carried conviction to many an inquirer 
after the truth. No arbitrary test conditions 
were enforced, and the audience seemed intensely 
interested. Dr. Stansbury will probably be pres
ent at Hamilton Hall next Sunday evening, and 
possibly Dr. Schlesinger.

The good work goes on, and a spiritual revival 
is at the doors. Many arc being converted from 
the old erroneous theories of the past to the 
truth of the glorious philosophy of Spiritualism.

Measures are being taken to consolidate the 
spiritualistic forces in Oakland in one harmonious 
incorporated society, which it is believed will 
soon be an accomplished fact, thus setting a 
worthy example to other towns and cities. Next 
Sunday evening Mr. Ravlin speaks upon “  H u
manity and its Possibilities!”

A  D A Y  IN  T H E  C O U N T R Y .

U n pr o fit a ble  Sw ea r in g .—T here is a grow
ing determination of moral sentiment to defend 
the public ear from shocks of profanity that are 
becoming a very frequent thing of late. One 
town and city alter another is passing ordinances 
against it, and in all cases they have become 
operative at once by prompt violations of their 
provisions. Baltimore is trying the efficacy of 
its law in this direction, and a few days ago 
Justice Warfield fined one man fifteen dollars and 
costs, making sixteen dollars and forty-five cents; 
and another with fine and costs paid nine dollars 
and forty-five cents. Some one says the law- 
does not require one to do impossibilities; but 
when a man will pay twenty dollars for indulging 
in strong language, as one did in New York 
City, the other day, it is pretty evident that it is 
next thing to impossibility for a profane man to 
quit swearing. What does one swear for at all? 
The habit must be something like the taste for 
strong drink and other exciting appetites, with 
the difference that one is an enemy taken in, and 
the other a foe set at liberty, w-ith increased 
power for evil. The oaths come back like 
the missiles from a boomerang, and smite and 
destroy the speaker by their gathered force of 
utterance.

A l l  is T h e r e .—T he greatest peculiarity of 
dreams is that in them nothing surprises us, 
while in our waking hours unexpected things are 
always occurring. In sleep our departed loved 
ones come to us and we greet them as though we 
had never lost them from our material homes. 
We take journeys with them, go to strangely 
beautiful places and sec such structures of habita
tion as are not found on earth; they bring us 
gifts; converse with us on subjects unknown to 
our waking minds,—all of which create no won
der within us, only admiration and joy. There 
is no better proof that we live two distinct lives 
on earth, one by day and one by night. NNhen 
the day’s work for our material life is done, how 
gladly we turn to the slumber that takes up that 
other existence wherein nothing is lost that is 
loved and prized. Death docs not pain us there, 
and there is no sorrow, only that which has 
struck so deep into our physical lives that its 
shadow goes with us into the land of souls. We 
live in our eternal homes, and it docs not grieve 
us to sec our temporal ones falling away.

—As usual in “  hard times,’’ there is a general 
complaint of idle capital and consequently un
employed labor. Tulare county has taken ad
vantage of the usual timidity of capital, and 
while money holders are waiting for better busi
ness prospects, it has given employment to its 
home mechanics the past year by building a 
dozen school houses. This speaks well for the 
future of its prospects. Where there are children

The writer, accompanied by the other member

of his domestic firm, slipped away on the soft

wings of the beautiful, new’-born day, last Sun
day morning, for a run to St. Helena—a beauti
ful young city of alxjut three thousand souls, 
nestling among the vineyards and wine-presses of 
the upper portion of Napa valley.

The earth was sere and brown from its long, 
rainless Summer; the early frost had painted the 
once verdant foliage with the radiant dyes of the 
sunset; the luscious fruitage of the vine had been 
mostly garnered and pressed into liquid prophe
cies of bibulous exhileration.

We took in these facts as we sped along over 
the fertile plain, walled in on either side by the 
beautiful hills, toward our journey’s end. What 
a land of plenty and prosperity! What cosy 
little homes nestling among the trees! What 
vast vineyards stretching away to the foothills!

Three houis from San Francisco and wc rest 
at the feet of the fair Saint, Helena, where we 
were met by those two grander saints, in our 
eyes, Dr. G. B. Crane, and Dr. John Allyn— two 
thorough, cultured Spiritualists, who are able to 
give a reason for their faith, and who possess the 
courage of their convictions.

We were soon borne to the hospitable home of 
the former, embowered among the ancient oaks 
just in the edge of town, where wc received a 
hearty welcome from Mrs. Crane, and were at 
oQce at home, for all of our brief stay, which 
could last only till the afternoon of the following 
day.

And this shall be our apology for any departure 
from the usual completeness in the contents of 
our G o ld en  G a t e . Wc have been dissipating 
in the questionable luxury of idleness—reveling 
in the delights of a two-days’ vacation,— when, 
perhaps, we should have been grinding out grists 
of spiritual meal to feed the hungry.

Well, we can only say, that having oiled the 
hinges of the G a te  it will swing hereafter all the 
smoother therefor.

milk of human kindneu in the breast of a Hot
tentot, and the ladies retired from the presence, 
with a feeling of pity, not unmixed with nghteo« 
disgust, for the man who, while blessed with xn- 
told wealth, could find no kindly prompting a  
his heart for another’s good.

Such men are to be pitied for their moral de
formity. In the other life they will appear m 
spiritual dwarfs, misshapen and shriveled 
beyond all spiritual recognition or icsemb

Their greed for gold ws ill be their curse, a* they 
grovel amid the treasures they are no lunger able 
to control. How sad to think of the long jam- 
ney before them, and of the bar d struggles they 
will have to encounter ere they rise from thee 
dark and lowly condition. How they mmt 
grovel and crawl, in spiritual rags and huaga, 
amidst the darkness ami gloom of the soul’s sgfe 
through long ages of relrilmtion.

Poorer than any Lazarus, this man will enter 
the other life, where he will find no depaut 4 
good deeds— no treasures of character—set don 
to his credit. But only emptiness and poverty 
of spirit unspeakable.

Who would not rather live upon a crust, with 
the earth for his lowly bed, and feel within ton 
the promptings of a generous and noble tut we, 
than “ pass on ”  in spiritual beggary, like 
that of this earthly millionaire?

P R E P O S T E R O U S

Some one writing about Woman Suffrage, tto 
expatiating upon the rights and power of women 
already possess over the human race, says: “  Nj 
matter how the boys grow up, if only the prh 
are stanch and true, have a mission and ko>w h 
and love it for itself and fur its results, the 
is safe and missionaries can have a long holiday.“ 
If this theory were true, the mu&ionancs of tto 
last eighteen hundred years should have txn 
resting, for "  the boys ”  have always been g-*ag 
to the bad, more or less, while the girls tow 
been especially trained to redeem them as ha- 
bands.

Wc never heard the doctrine advocated toLer, 
but judging by the character of many fathers * 
seems that it is tacitly agreed that boys need m 
training of any kind that is deemed so ewratn! 

j to their well being when applied to their ustea. 
He may therefore drink and chew, smoke ato 
gamble, and practice all rices; they will not tort 
him unless indulged in by the girls as wrQ. If 
women have no better “  mission "  than la to 
come the wives of such untrainetL unrest raLsto 
and irresponsible husbands, they had all Setter 

turn home missionaries, inaugurate a cinlizitw* 
crusade and suspend matrimony indefinitely, ar 
until the benefits of moral instruction have to 
come equally apparent in both sexes. If uomra 
must be the saviors of men, they had le ft*  

begin before assuming other responsibilities.

S is t e r  h o o d  o p  t h e  S e v e n  L in k s .—TUi  

Society took its first steps toward organizing, ia 
this city, about two months ago. The Society 
has since been actively engaged in perfect tog tto

- —  --------- — j organization, and quiet I > doing gooL they m
H er o ic  U n d e r t a k in g s , —Those persons who planning for a more extended field ‘f  actwn. 

absent themselves in foreign and barbaric coun- j t f x c i r  object is a worthy one, we doato art 
tries for the performance of missionary labors, i wj|| ^  hjLf1re*t# ere long, from tto
are, to say the least, possessed of brave spirits.
But there is more than this: A high sense of the
duty wc owe to all fellow creatures, and an utter 
self-forgetfulness, that causes men and women to 
forsake fondest friends, homes of refinement and 
culture, and all the pleasures and advantages of a
civilized and christianized land for one *.>1 rude- j ^ j f  |n harmony with the Esoteric i leas, that * 
ness and discomfort. Me have in mind the late divine pbm and order umierlies all life an 1 acts**; 
undertaking of Mias Mary Dewey, daughter of a0<| by making a platform which shall coonpw i 
the late Charles C. Dewey, mem!<r of the Rut- to universal law, it gives them an ankm&J 
land county, \ermont, bar, now on her way to ^urce from which to draw strength and ■ <«!■ •»

seed which the Society is now sowing. The par 
poses for which the Sisterhood was fanard, ut, 
to disseminate truth; to deal justly and noo- 
folly with all, irrespective of penoot; *0 practice 
the broadest charity in thought and deed loose! 
every human being. The order has esta-tohto

Eastern Turkey to engage in missionary work.
The length and duration of the trip will pretty 
well test her physical ability to stand her self- 
imposed work in that country. Miss Itowey will : to b
be two months in reaching Turkey, and must j | 
then ride three hundred miles on horseback to 
reach her final destination. Such a parting must j 
have been like that of death to her friends, and it 
really looks like a cruel sacrifice of a useful life.

There are seven sister* in a link, u w n  Ufik* to » 
chain, ami seven chain* in a perfect system, a* 
bound together by a divine law tor one peeps*

oity «p to high** phmto 4  
bought and action.

—A new radical journal is soon to be started 
in Chicago, with strong financial backing, to be 
devoted mainly to the positive side of liberal reli-

to educate, there is insured prosperity, as the gious thought, with esqiecial emphasis placed on _ __
family is the basis of all public grow th. | its scientific and ethical aspect*. leading Eu- j boon of health.

— That faithful worker. Dr. T. C. Kelly, 
take a benefit at Washington Hall t*  Nantof 
evening, Oct. jo th . Dr. Schlesinger, Mrs. Wh* 
ney, and several other prominent medi-m. 
volunteered their services. The Doctor is 
to take his departure for San Diego. " «  
pleasure in commending him a* a good 
healer, to all who are seeking for the
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The Theosophists.

['* Rut hie I/* in the Baltimore Sunday New*.)

Reference has been made several times 
in this column to the peculiar association, 
said to have been originally formed in 
India, known as the Theosophists, of which 
Madame Blavatsky and Col. Olcott arc the 
visible heads on earth. A branch of the 
society exists in New York, and meetings 
arc held regularly every week. Some of 
the most distinguished people in the city 
attend. The philosophy is reported to be 
steadily gaining ground. As Ella Wheeler 
Wilcox describes it, it is a select force— 
moving without noise steadily forward.
Its members do not talk of it and do not 
wish to be talked about. Their theory is 
that whoever is fitted to understand and 
grasp the higher truths of theosophy will 
seek for them, and those who can not 
understand them are not wanted in the 
association. As a rule the people who 
seek for admittance into the charmed 
circles are those who have outlived the 
pomps and vanities of this life, and who 
have outgrown creeds.

Theosophy calls for the highest possible 
cultivation of the spirit and the subjugation 
of the self in man. It calls for pure lives, 
pure thoughts and noble aims; for the love 
of doing good for good’s sake, and it 
terches us that an unworthy motive or a 
mean thought puts us back in the scale of 
progression and cripples us in our efforts 
to rise to the wonderful heights obtained 
by those who are ever vigilant. A religion 
or a science which rests on such a founda
tion is worthy of the world’s respect, how
ever meagre and mysterious its promises 
and its rites. There is no such thing pos
sible to the theosophist as a sudden con
version, a death-bed repentance or a vica
rious atonement. It is a matter of slow, 
steady growth—hard, patient climbing. 
They believe that spirit forces aid you in 
this up-hill journey, but more frequently 
casting rocks and boulders in your path, 
to try your strength, to tfst your courage, 
than by any other mode of resistance. 
To complain of any misfortune, to be 
deeply wounded by an earthly loss or 
sorrow is incompatible with true theosophi- 
cal knowledge. Not till you cease to love 
or hate, as mere mortals love or hate, can 
you hope to be admitted to the compan
ionship of the good.

Many curious people seek for admit
tance into the Theosophical Society merely 
to gain a clue to the phenomenal features 
which constitute a portion of its teachings. 
But the society closes its doors on mere 
miracle mopers or seekers.

One of the most prominent theosophists 
in this country is Dr. Elliott Coues, of the 
Smithsonian Institute. It will be remem
bered that, not long ago, his wife obtained 
a divorqe from him on the ground of his 
estrangement from his family, which he 
had ceased to support or take any interest 
in. His whole attention was absorbed by 
his new pursuit, and he, therefore, made 
no opposition to the lady’s application. 
While believing in theosophy fully the 
doctor does not think it a subject for every 
one to meddle with.

In a communication, a short time ago, 
to a newspaper on the “  Perils of Theo
sophy,” he took the report that a Massa
chusetts woman had been made insane by 
the study of diluted Buddhism as the text 
for a warning against rash tempting of fate 
in seeking to know the secrets of theoso
phy before the soul is prepared to receive 
them. Rash mortals who aspire to the 
counsels of the immortals before they can 
keep their own are bidden to walk the 
earth humbly rather than dare essay the 
skies. “  This way madness lies,” is said 
to the seeker after wisdom according to 
Mme. Blavatsky and Col. Olcott. Know
ing it to be not a “  mushy mystery ” nor 
a “  mumbo-jumbo religion,” but a most 
terrible and most dangerous form of spirit
ual potency, Dr. Coues thought the theo
sophist was right in refusing to surrender 
any of his royal preogalives by imparting 
the secret doctrine or delivering up the 
key to the mysteries to those who have 
not proved their right to receive it. Re
ligious mania, emotional insanity, melan
cholia, suicidal yearning, revolting crimes, 
mental imbecility, shattered bodily con
stitution, aimless infirmity of purpose, and 
every form of undesirable delusion are, 
he says, among the terrible dwellers on 
the threshold that guard the theosophic 
adyta. Mrs. Coues is not a believer in 
the Blavatsky doctrine, and it is said she 
looks upon her husband as having lost his 
mind.

Dr. Coues claims to have reached 
hights of spiritual advancement where he 
is able at times to “  project his double.” 
That is, to detach his astral body or spirit 
from his earthly body and appear to the
osophical friends at a distance. A lady 
in New York claims to have seen and 
conversed with his double while his phy
sical body was in Washington. The the
osophists, however, it appears, do not 
like to have such things talked aDout, and 
they consider them far less worthy of con
sideration than many others of the more 
commonplace features of their religion.

They believe in the spiritual manifesta
tions of the day, but they do not approve 
of them—that is, they believe that out of 
ten mediums who claim to have communi
cation with the dead, that one really does. 
But it results in the destruction of that 
one, as a rule, for to become a mere 
vehicle of expression for a flock ot dis
embodied spirits an individual must sink 
his own identity and will power and be
come just what the word signifies—a mere 
“ medium.” The theosophists also be

lieve that it disturbs the souls that are try-, to these grand attainments, acrording to 
ing to progress in the new life—-to be the Blavatsky theory, are a complete coo- 
called back to earth. \ et that they arc trol of the will-jiower and the ac >|i)i>iti<>n 
called, and do come, they have no doubt, of divine knowledge. Thcov.phy (fr ,m 

One part of the theosophical belief is'the Gftok 7heot, God, and mpkot, wiser 
that humanity is developing a sixth sense, means wise in the thing* ol God. Its ins 
viz., clairvoyancy, which, in the course of sion is to teach man to control and usr 
centuries of time, wili be universal, his will-power for the higher advancement 
Those who arc possessed of this power of humanity. This, stripped of mj-ti< 
now are merely in advance of the age; symbolism, oriental phraseology and ab- 
but the theosophists are greatly opposed struse metaphysical speculation, is the 
to the use of this power in communica- real essence and meaning of theosophy, 
tion with any departed “ astrals.” In ♦  . _
fact, the Society is in direct opposition to The Number Seven.
Modern Spiritualism. It aims to develop ______
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the highest possibilities of the soul while 
in the body, in order to advance its career 
after death and fit it for the highest in
carnations hereafter.

The influence acquired by theosophy in 
this country was demonstrated recently by 
an occurrence at the Ocean Grove camp- 
meetings. It will be remembered that a 
Hindoo was arrested and thrown into 
prison there for preaching the gospel of 
Buddha. A number of well-known per
sons immediately interested themselves in 
the man’s fate, and among the rest Mr. 
\Vm. Q. Judge, and the result was the 
Hindoo's release.

The Theosophist Society has. been in 
existence in this country about ten years, 
and has a membership here of about five 
thousand. Nearly all the large cities are 
represented. The movement has been 
still more successful in Europe. The 
leading spirit is Madame Blavatsky, a 
Russian countess and the widow of an 
officer high in the Czar’s army. She is 
not a handsome woman, but is of striking 
appearance. She is tall and stoutly built, 
has a large head, and her eyes have an 
extraordinary depth and brilliancy.

When Madame first appeared in New 
York she created a decided sensation. 
Her rooms, which she called “  The 
Lamasery,” were crowded in the evening 
with prominent men. Among those who 
were to be seen at these gatherings were 
Prof. Weiss, of the New York University; 
Thomas A. Edison, A. L. Rawson, the 
painter; Prof, Wilder, the genial and 
lamented Sam Ward, poet, philosopher, 
lobbyist and bon vivant; his there ami, 
William Henry Hulbert, the editor of the 
World; the Earl of Dunraven, whose 
father wrote a monumental book on 
Spiritualism, and who is now Lord Salis
bury’s under-secretary for the Colonies; 
David A. Curtis, of the Herald; Edward 
P. Mitchell; Albert Bierstadt, the artist; 
Charles Sotheran, mystic and bibliophile; 
Linda and Ella Dietz, the actresses, A. 
M. Palmer, the manager; Edwin Booth; 
John Russell Young; William Stuart, then 
manager of the old Park Theatre; Ed
ward Donovan, the artist, and a host of 
other choice spirits, including, on several 
occasions, the Earl of Dufferin, whose 
present position as Viceroy of India 
affords him opportunities to continue his 
studies of Oriental religion in its ancient 
home, and Laurence Oliphant, whose 
social satires in Blaehvood, and whose 
scheme for the Jewish colonization of 
Palestine have given him a prominence 
distasteful to his native modesty.

Madame Blavatsky on these occasions 
proved herself a conversationalist of rare 
magnetic power, and no one ever tired of 
listening to her fascinating recital of ex ;>e- 
riences in many lands, her views on ife 
and art, or her exposition of the occultism 
of the East. She was an accomplished 
linguist, as most Russians are; and she 
not only spoke French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Russian, Hindostanee and sev
eral Arabic dialects with ease and fluency, 
but displayed a deep knowledge of the an
cient and modern literature of all coun
tries. She was familiar with German and 
French philosophy and commenting upon 
the work of the great thinkers expressed 
many ideas of striking force and origi
nality. Occasionally she entertained her 
guests with music, and her piano playing 
was pronounced emphatically that of a 
great musician.

A writer speaking recently of the theo
sophists says the adepts are the highest 
order in the mysterious circle who have 
obtained by long years of fasting, study 
and meditation the highest state of spirit
ual perfection. These men dw’ell princi
pally in the mountains of Thibet, far from 
contact with the world and mankind; 
sometimes in small communities, oftener 
as hermits in solitude. Dwelling entirely 
away from railroads, telegraphs and news
papers, they are said to possess a direct 
knowledge of everything of moment that 
goes on in the world and to be able to 
communicate their thoughts or to convey 
their persons instantaneously to any quar
ter of the globe. Astrology is a favorite 
study of the theosophists, and those who 
have devoted themselves sufficiently to 
this science (popularly supposed to have 
been exploded centimes ago) are said to 
forecast individual destinies and events 
with marvelous exactness. Far from be
ing an ascetic, Mme. Blavatsky when 
here greatly enjoyed a good dinner washed 
down by good wine, and was much 
addicted to smoking Turkish cigarettes of 
n peculiar and excellent quality.

In the discuss»oas at the “  Lamasery "  
already alluded to, Mme. Blavatsky argued 
that theosophy was but an extension of the 
theory of evolution taught by Sjienter, 
Huxley and Darwin, beyond its mere ma
terial phase. In universal evolution she 
held that man’s higher nature— the spirit
ual rather than the physical or intellectual 
—was developed* Among the proven 
possibilities of this development shei 
counted omniscience, omnipotence and 
omnipresence— the qualities generally at
tributed by the mass of mankind to the

The frequent recurrence of the number 
seven in the Bible seems, say* the Cin
cinnati Inquirer, to indirate that there are 
associated with it certain events, that it 
may be termed the prophetic, representa
tive symbolic number, consecrated in the 
Holy Scriptures and the religion of the 
Jews and other nations, by many mysteri
ous events and circumstances.

The Old Testament informs us that 
God completed the work of creation in 
six days and set apart the seventh day 
to be a day of rest for all mankind.

The slayer of Abel was to be punished 
seven-fold, and the slayer of latmech 
seventy and seven-fold.

Of every clean beast Noah took into 
the Ark by sevens and took with him 
seven souls when he entered the Ark. 
After seven days the waters were upon the 
face of the earth. The intervals between 
sending out the dove the second and third 
times were seven days, and in the seventh 
month the Ark rested on the mountains 
of Ararat.

In Pharoh’s two dreams he saw seven 
well-favored and fat kine and- seven ill- 
favored and lean kine and seven cars of 
corn on one stalk, rank and good, and 
seven ears blasted by the east wind, which 
was followed with seven years of great 
plenty and seven years of famine.

The children of Israel were commanded 
to eat unleavened bread seven days and 
to observe the feast of unleavened bread; 
seven days shall there be no leaven bread 
found in your houses.

The seventh month was signalized by 
the feast of trumpets and the celebration 
of the feast of tabernacles.

Seven weeks was the interval between 
the passover and the penticost.

The seventh year was observed as the 
Sabbatical year, and the year succeeding 
seven, times seven years as the year of 
jubilee.

Seven days were appointed as the length 
of the feasts of tabernacles and passover.

Seven days for the ceremonies of the 
priests.

Seven victims were to be offered on 
any special occasion.

When Abraham and Abimelech wanted 
to confirm an oath they took seven ewe 
lambs of the flock. ,

Jacob served Laban seven years for 
each of his daughters.

Delilah bound Sampson with seven 
withes and wove the seven locks of his 
hair in the web.

Seven priests, bearing seven trumpets, 
passed round the walls of Jericho seven 
days, on the seventh day passing around 
seven times, and it fell.

Nebuchadnezzar had the furnace heated 
seven times hotter than it was wont to be 
heated to bum the the three Hebrew 
children, and was driven from among 
men to the beasts of the field until seven 
times passed over him.

Elisha commanded Naaman to wash in 
Jordan seven times and be cured of his 
leprosy.

The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit 
than seven men who can render a reason.

In the New Testament the Savior com
manded to forgive an erring brother not 
until seven times, but seventy times seven 
if he repented.

In Revelations of St. John we read of 
seven churches, seven spirits, seven stars, 
seven seals, seven Dm}*, seven golden 
candlesticks, seven angels, seven vials, 
and seven last plagues.
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Marriage.—When it shall please God
to bring thee to man’s estate, use great
providence and circtunt)«ction in choosing
thy wife, for from thence will spring all 
thy future good or evil. And it it an 
action of life like unto a stratagem of war. 
w herein a man can err but once. If thy 
estate be good, watch near home and at 
leisure; if weak, far off and quickly. In- 
quire diligently of her disposition, and 
how her parents have been inclined in ; 
their youth. Let her not be poor, How 
generous (well-born) soever; for a man | 
can purchase nothing in the market with j 
gentility. Nor chooae a hate and un
comely creature altogether for wealth, for | 
it will cause contempt in others and loath- i 
ing in thee. Neither make choice of a 
dwarf nor a fool; for by the one thou 
shalt U-got a race ol pigmies, the other 
will be thy continued disgrace, and it wiU
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Spiritualism Goes E ve ryw h e re .
|Manner of Light.J

The invisibles who spoke through Mrs. 
Cora L. V. Richmond in a recent dis
course defined their attitude in relation to 
the Church and the creeds in this wise: 
Every form of faith in the world, said 
they, is needed, every church is required, 
or it would not be here. You should 
never, they added, seek to hasten nor ag
gressively break the covering around the un
fledged conscience of your neighbor, but 
let the incubation go on as it may. No 
bird can come forth from the nest until 
the covering or shell is broken and it is
set free; nor could you, by any possible 
alchemy of nature, force it back into the 
shell when once its wings are fledged. 
So long as the work continues to go on, 
as it certainly does now, we should each 
one of us be content to help in such way 
as we can, and leave the rest to the silent 
and unseen workings of the divine within 
the human spirit. Slowly as we may 
sometimes think the work advances, it is 
none the less effectual.

Between man and Xlod, the spirits de
clare, the avenues that lead to the light 
are as manifold as human necessities, and 
we believe that all solvents will come be
tween creed and creed, dogma and dogma, 
intellectual interpretation and intellectual 
interpretation, as soon as man is ready. 
Yes, they continue to assert, Spiritualism 
is here without permission of the Church 
or of the State, to make its presence mani
fest and felt whenever and wherever it is 
needed. It will enter whatever place is 
open for its reception. Wherever a hu
man heart needs this ministration, and is 
prepared to receive it, there it will come, 
caring nothing what; has become of last 
year’s leaves, or of the birds that have 
flown from last year’s nest. It will mani
fest in its own way. I f  there is a patriot, 
he is always inspired, and he knows it. 
Wherever a good and great deed has been 
done in modern times, it has been felt that 
some hand above and beyond the earth 
has guided that action.

Spiritualism wishes and aims only to 
elevate the individual life, with which 
alone it deals. It is humanity that it has 
come to preserve— not governments, legis
latures, armies, creeds, or institutions. It 
works upon them most effectually as it 
works through humanity. Wherever a 
deed is done that serves mankind Spirit
ualism is there; wherever mankind are 
oppressed or downtrodden Spiritualism is 
there, uplifting and strengthening. If 
spiritual healing could change its name 
sufficiently to be silenced as spiritual heal
ing, and be quietly classed as a new dis
covery by men of science, it would be 
appropriated instantly by those who are 
wedded to the orthodox creed of Materia 
Medica. I f  Spiritualism chose to be un
der the authority of dogma, creed or 
formula, all mankind would worship the 
form, while the living spirit might have 
fled.

It comes not to do aught to those who 
deny it, but wherever the heart is sad and 
weary and worn, wherever dejected and 
scorned of men, wherever finding in no 
creed comfort, in no formula the lesson of 
immortal life, it declares the well-spring 
in the desert, the voice in the lonely place, 
and binds up the burdened spirit and 
heals the broken heart. It says to all, 
“ deny it if you will, but the rose will 
blossom on the fair rose-tree, the lilies of 
life will grow beside the flowing stream, 
the angels of God will speak with voices 
of comfort and rich melody to the hearts 
and lives of men, and before mankind is 
aware of it the ancient places of desolation 
and wrong will be overgrown by the bloom
ing flowers of immortal life.”  No place 
will it refuse to enter where a welcome 
awaits it— whether hall, library, temple, 
place of worship, or human habitation, 
where there is a heart that requires its 
presence and that can perceive its voice.

the sweet old plantation hymns, 
matter,”  says the writer, “  has

one of
“  The matter, says 
caused a profound sensation among the 
colored people in that part of the city.

True B ra v e ry .

T a k e  C o u r a g e  a n d  G o A h e a d .— The 
world will remember of you just what you 
remember of yourself. There is nothing 
but evil gained in remembering the evil in 
yourself of five or ten years ago. That is 
not your present self at all. That is a 
dead and buried individual. A  man or 
woman who has any “ g o ” in them 
changes into quite another self every ten 
or twelve years. They grow into im
proved individuals with all the additions 
and variations. They repented once of 
their wickedness and then set to work 
making themselves over again. There is 
no sense in a lifetime of repentance or a 
lifetime of remorse. The surest proof of 
real repentance is getting up as quickly as 
possibly to make yourself into the other 
fellow. The world takes every man and 
no man at their own valuation, and for 
what they are to-day.— Prentice M u lford .

G r o w in g  O l d . I —The year in its whole 
progress is beautiful. We love the first 
glimpses of green under the hedges, the 
song of the returning birds, the early 
flushes of color on the trees as they are 
getting ready to fling out all their leafy 
banners to the winds. But we love also 
the haze of the Indian Summer, the yellow 
of the golden rod, and the October woods 
all aflame with glory. And we know that 
even Winter, when the gales rattle the 
bare and frozen branches, is hiding be
neath the pallor of its death the promise 
of another glorious spring. The early 
flush of the dawn is tenderly beautful 
with dew and waking birds,— the infancy 
of day. But what is there in all the round 
of nature’s wonders to surpass such sun
sets as we have seen ? And, after the sun 
had gone down, and the last bit of color 
had faded away, then, one by one, the 
stars' have come out, and have made night 
so beautiful that wTe have fallen in love 
with the shadow. So naturally and so 
beautifully, through all its advancing 
phases, ought our lives to run. Sunny 
childhood, an old age as sweet and lovely, 
— so should the one be matched by the 
other. An old age under whose snow lies 
the promise of Spring! An old age under 
whose gathering shadow’s and above whose 
faded glories are peeping out the stars! 
So will it be when we have learned how to 
grow’ old— R ev. M . J . Savage.

A T o l e d o , Ohio, correspondent of the 
Chicago Tribune reports, under date of 
Sept. 25th, that the spirit of a colored 
man by the name of Warner, who deceased 
in Dec. 1884, returns frequently to his 
wife, whose earthly existence is slowly 
waning. Mrs. Read, a colored woman, 
who, with others, lives in the same house, 
says of the returning spirit: “  He comes
in the back way usually in the night time. 
When Mrs. Warner sees him she stretches 
out her hand and says: ‘ Come, Tom; 
come, Tom .’ He takes his place at the 
bedside in his arm-chair, and leans forward, 
his head in his hands. He will sit there 
for hours. I ’m not afraid of him; I ’m 
getting used to him. He will say nothing 
except to her, but at times he will sing

A C h a r l e s t o n  w o m a n  w as  s t r a n g e ly
affected by the earthquake. Her hair,
which is long and black, is falling out in 
places, leaving the bare scalp exposed. 
The physicians state that it is caused by 
paralysis of the scalp, caused by fright.

[“ B .,”  in Light in the West.)

Some would say, that to stand unflinch
ingly amid the roar of cannon, the shriek 
of the minie-ball and the rattle of artil
lery, or meeting a hated antagonist in an 
unprovoked duel, is true bravery; and, as 
the world goes, it is. But there are other 
things, other actions, before which these 
would pall as does the moon before the
morning sun. Dogged, physical bravery 
is one thing; moral and intellectual bravery 
another.

The bull dog is physically brave and 
loves to tear, to destroy, its antagonist; 
but what man would wish to be likened 
to a bull dog ? Yet he w’ho goes to war, 
or to fight a duel, is presumed to be im
bued with the same spirit. True, he does 
not tear the flesh of his fellow’ with his 
teeth, but he accomplishes the same thing 
in a more deadly manner,— he uses the 
cannon, the minie-ball, the gattling gun, 
and scienetfically mows dowm his fellow- 
beings by the thousand. And after the 
struggle the battle-ground presents a scene 
of bloody carnage that pales the cheek and 
sickens the heart of the most stolid be
holder,—and what has done all this ? 
Why, bravery on the battle-field.

And so with the duelist. I f  he is what 
the world calls brave he stealthily steals 
away without the knowledge of either 
wife or child; for they might take means 
to prevent the meeting, and then the 
world might sneer and say: “  It was done 
on purpose,”  and he couldn’t stand that. 
So the physically brave man goes and gets 
killed. His wife has lost her husband and 
protector, his children their father and 
support,— but then the w’orld says: “  He 
was a brave man,” and there is certainly a 
comfort (?) to the widow, and a fatherly 
protection to thp orphan. No account is 
taken of the fact that he goes to trial, be
fore the tribunal of his conscience, for the 
crime of murder.

Not until man throw’s off the brute in 
tastes and instincts will he be truly brave. 
Nineteen centuries have passed since a 
lesson of true bravery was given to the 
world, in the death of the man Jesus, who 
died for a principle, Unwavering to the 
end. So have others, in all ages endured 
lives of martyrdom, held up .to public 
scorn for being knowr) to entertain prin
ciples antagonistic to popular beliefs, fin
ally, if escaping a violent death, going 
down to the grave so»unhonored, that few’ 
would dare to folWv them to their last 
resting place. These martyrs to principle 
are truly brave, ana their moral courage 
will be rewarded,-!—it v̂ill follow’ them 
into the other wojrld, and there shine as 
stars in the firmamient.

V ic t o r  H u g o  says: God “  took h is
softest clay and his purest colors, and made
a fragile jew'el, mysterious and caressing— 
the finger of woman; then he fell asleep. 
The devil awoke, and at the end of t h a t  
rosy finger put—a nail.”
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Following are some of the Pre** opinions of the fint 
edition;

We consider the volume a most readable and 
useful compilation, in which the taste and ability 
of the able wfritcr has been fully illustrated. Mr. 
Owen is editor of the San Jose  Afercury% one of 
the leading newspapers of the S ta te ; edited with 
great tact and good management, and conducted 
with care and marked clear-headed judgm ent. 
H is writings are alw ays readable, terse, vigorous 
and clear-cut, and in the choice little volume 
before us, he gives us the very best flow'ers culled 
from the bouquet which his mind and brain have 
combined together.— S p irit o f the Tim es.

It is calculated to elevate the mind above the 
mere greed for gain and momentary pleasures, 
and cause the thoughts to run in a more elevated 
channel. • •  •  ' I t  contains some m agnifi
cent gems, and is of that character that will 
command a place among the literature o f the 
d ay .— Pioneer.

A s to the contents o f the book we can not 
speak too much praise. The selections arc prin
cipally made up from the best things which have 
for several years been written for the M ercury by 
M r. Owen. It is a collection of the beautiful 
thoughts— thoughts characteristic of the culti
vated mind and warm heart of the author, 
clothed in the purest and best English. M r. 
Owen, as a writer, has few equals on the Coast, 
and his “ Sunday T a lk s ”  were penned in his 
happiest vein .— Footlight.

The com pilation brings before us, in a compact 
form, the talented author's best and noblest 
thoughts on life and morals. N othing in quiet 
ho\yrs will give more food for wholesome reflec
tion than one of Bro. Owen’s essays.— G ilroy 
Advocate.

The volume is made up of short editorials on 
thoughtful topics culled from the columns of the 
author’s newspaper, which tell of stuoious ap
plication and observation, written in a pleasing 
and interesting style, and full o f good “ m eat,”  
with the intent of benefiting their m inds.— Car- 
son A ppeal.

A s a home production this collection of pleas
ing essays and flow ing verse is peculiarly interest 
ing. The author wields a graceful pen, and all 
o f his efforts involve highly moral principle. 
A lthough these are newspaper articles published 
by an editor in his daily  round o f duty, yet when 
now bodnd together in one volume they seem to 
breathe more of the spirit of the cloistered 
scholar than is wont to gather round the minis
trations o f the editorial tripod.— S . F . Post.

Bro. O wen’s ab ility  as a prose ana verse writer 
is unquestionably of a high order, and in thus 
grouping a number of his best productions into a 
compact and handy little volume, he has con
ferred a favor on m any of the M ercury's readers, 
who, like ourselves, have read and appreciated 
the “ Sunday T a lk s ,”  and from them, perhaps, 
have been led to form a higher and more enno
bling idea of the mission and duties of m ankind. 
San Benito A dvance.

Owen has a poetic w ay o f saying practical 
things, a neat and attractive w ay which makes 
them readable and easily assim ilated and 
digested, and this volume should have a wide 
c ircu latio n .— Foot H ill T idings.

The volume is readable and suggestive of 
thought.— S . F . Aferchant.

T h ey em brace editorials on miscellaneous sub
jects, poems, sketches, and short articles, ami are 
really  what he styles them, “ G leanings in V ari
ous Fields o f T hought.”  The contents are as 
creditable to Mr. O wen’s literary ab ility  as the 
handsome looking volume is to the taste and re
sources of the Mercury printing establishm ent.— 
.S’. F . C all.
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The articles in “ Sunday T a lk s ' ’ arc written 
in an easy, flowing style, enchaining the reader, 
and teaching grand doctrine. One lays down 
“ Sunday T a lk s "  feeling improved in spirit, with 
a renewed confidence in m ankind and a brighter 
opinion of the world. The poems arc beautiful, 
and one in particular, “ Across the B a r ,”  if 
name were not attached, would easily pass for 
the production o f some of the noted poets of the 
country. The poems have a similar tone to the 
ballads o f B . F .  T aylor, one of the sweetest 
poets o f A m erica. “ Sunday T a lk s "  should 
have a large circu lation .— H'atsonvilU Fat** 
rom an .

W e have read the “ Sunday T a lk s ’ ’ and shalla
continue to do so, for let us open the book where 

. . . . . . .  . , ■ . |  r we m ay we arc sure to find something that makes
Spiritualism, Liberalism, and the Progress of Humanity. better for read ing; e\cr\ artK.lc IS the

expression o f the thoughts of a m anly man lo  his 
fellow m an .— Monterey C a lifo rn ian .

Bright, crystallized sunbeams, which gladden
the heart, and give fresh inspiration to the soul.
The few moments wc allotted to their enjoyment
have lengthened to hours, and with a sigh ol
regret we turn from their contemplation, onl>
because the duties of the day have imix%rativc
claim s upon our attention. These sunbeams
have been materialized in the magic alembic of a
master mind. A  more beautiful, instructive and
entertaining volume never was issued upon the
Pacific Coast, or any other coast. Every page
is gemmed with bright, sparkling thoughts the
sunbeams of a rarely cultured intellect. As wc
read page after page of this splendid volume, we
are forcibly reminded of the impressions received
from our first perusal of Tim othy Tit comb's
“ G old  F o il,”  or Holmes’ ’ ‘ Autocrat of the
Breakfast T ab le .M It is a work which represents

Is a  monthly paper partly in Phonetic spelling, and de- th e  h ig h e s t, p u re s t s ta n d a rd  o f th o u g h t ,  CX* voted to common property, united labor, community homev, scd  in  th e  ^ . c h o s e n  language. It ODC
free. Address o f the happiest contributions which our borne

literature has c u r  received.— Snn/a
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cents; three months, 25 cents; clubs of five, $4.00: clubs 
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Press.
They arc each and all o f them full o f deep 

thought, felicitous expressions, ami clear insight 
into life and its needs and h^w n*. They are 
better than sermons, preaching purity and nobil
ity of character in language too plain to be mis
understood, and too earnest to be forgotten. 
Throughout the volume are choice gem* of 
thought in paragraphs, as pointed and pungvnt 
as those of Kochcfoculd, without any of the la t
ter’s infidelity .— Fort ICaytte (  /m d.J

P R IC E  In c lo th  , O N E  D O L L A R .



8 GOLDEN GATE. [O ctober 30,

Forw ard .
Dreamer, waiting for darkness with sorrowful, drooping

eyes,
Linger not in the valley bemoaning the day that is done! 

Climb the Eastern mountains and welcome the rosy skies— 
Never yet was the setting so fair as the rising sun!

Dear is the past; its treasures we hold in our hearts for aye; 
Woe to the hand that would scatter one wreath of its 

garnered flowers;
But larger blessings and honors will come with the waning

day,— % «
Hail, then, To-morrow, nor tarry with yesterday’s ghostly

hours.

Mark how the Summers hasten through the blossoming
fields of June,

To the purple lanes of the vintage and levels of golden
corn;

Splendors of life I lavish,'* runs Nature's exultant rune,
14 Tor myriads press to follow and millions are yet un

born."

Think how eager the earth is and every star that shines 
To circle the grander spaces round God's throne that be; 

Never the least moon loiters nor the largest sun declines,— 
Forward they’' roll forever those glorious depths to see.

Dreamer, waiting for darkness with sorrowful, drooping
eyes,

Summers and suns go gladly and wherefore dost thou re
pine ?

Climb the hills of morning and welcome the rosy skies,—
The joy of the boundless future,—nay, God himself is

thine!
—E dna D ean  P roctor.

Women Who Have Ruled China.

The W eight of a W ord.
Have you ever thought of the weight of a word 
That falls in the heart like a song of a bird,
That gladdens the Springtime of memory and youth 
And garlands with cedar the banner of Truth,
That moistens the harvesting spot of the brain 
Like dewdrops that fall on a meadow of grain,
Or that shrivels the germ and destroys the fruit 
And lies like a worm at the lifeless root ?

Wordsl Words 1 They are little, yet mighty and brave, 
They rescue a nation, an empire save—
They close up the gaps in a fresh bleeding heart 
That sickness and sorrow have severed apart.
They fall on the path, like a ray of the sun,
Where the shadows of death lay so heavy upon;
They lighten the earth over our blessed dead.
A word that will comfort, ohl leave not unsaid.

•‘The Loved and Lost.”
The loved and lost! Why do we call them lost?

Because we miss them from our onward road?
God's unseen angel o'er our pathway crost.
Looked on us all, and loving them the most, 

Straightway relieved them of life's weary load.

And this we call a M loss; "  oh! selfish sorrow 
Of selfish hearts! Oh! we of little faith!

Let us look round, some argument to borrow 
Why we in patience should await the morrow 

That surely must succeed this night of death.

Ay, look upon this dreary, desert path,
The thorns and thistles whereso’er we turn;

What trials and what tears, what wrongs and wrath, 
What struggles and what strife the journey hath! 

They have escaped from these, and io! we mourn.

Ask the poor sailor when the wreck is done,
Who with his treasure strove the shore to reach 

While with the raging waves he battled on,
Was it net joy where every joy seemed gone*

To see his loved ones landed on the beach?

A poor wayfarer, leading by the hand 
A little child, had halted by the well 

To wash from off her feet the clinging sand,
And tell the tired boy of that bright land 

Where, this long journey past, they longed to dwell;

When lo! the King who many mansions had,
Drew near and looked upon the suffering twain, 

Then pitying spake, “ Give me the little*lad;
In strength renewed, and glorious beauty clad.

I'll bring him with me when 1 come again."

Did she make answer selfishly and wrong—
11 Nay, but the woes I feel he too must share!"
Or, rather bursting into joyful song.
Go on her way rejoicing and made strong 

To struggle on, since he was freed from care.
We will do likewise; Death has made no breach 

In love and sympathy, in hope and trust;
If outward sign or sound our ears ne'er reach,
There is an inward spiritual speech 

That greets us still, chough mortal tongues be dust.
It bids us do the work that they laid down—

Take up the song where they broke off the strain; 
So journeying till we reach the heavenly town,
Where are laid up our treasures and our crown,

And our lost loved ones will be found again.
—•• Church of England Magazine. M

W h y ?

The sky was so dull and drear,
So steadily fell the rain,

It seemed as though the sunlight clear 
Would never come again.

Drenched and sombre and sad 
Was hill and vale and tree,—

No sound of a bird-note glad,
No cheerful thing to see.

•And darker the storm-clouds grew,
The rain fell thick and fast,

When sudden gleamed a sun-ray through: 
That heaviest fall was the last.

Then the birds sang sweet and clear,
And the trees sang soft and low’:

Why did we not f e e l  the sunshine near. 
When the darkness brooded so?

—E l iz a  M. H ickok, in “  Christian Register. ii

D e a d  R o s e s .

He placed a rose in my nut-brown hair—
A deep-red rose with a fragrant heart—
And said: 11 We'll set this day apart.

So sunny, so wondrous fair.”
His face was full of a happy light,

His voice was tender, and low and sweet,
The daisies and violets grew at our feet—

Alas, for the coming of night!
The rose is black and withered and dead!

T u  hid in a tiny box away!
The nut-brown hair is turned to gray,

And the light of the day is fled!
rl he light of the beautiful day is fled, 

flashed is the voice so sweet and low—
And 1—ah, me! I loved him so—

And the daisies grow over his head!
— M r s . R ebecca R uutkk S p r in g e r .

T hy task may well teem over hard 
Who scatterest in a thankless soil 

Thy life as seed, with no reward,
Save that which duty gives to toil.

Yet do thy work; it shall succeed 
In thine or in another's day;

And, if denied the victor's meed.
Thou shalt not lack the toiler's pay.

—W h i t t i e r .

(From the English Women'-* Suffrage Journal.

It is stated in the public prints that the 
Empress Regent of China has issued a de
cree announcing that, acceding to the 
prayers of the memorials which have been 
presented to her, she will, after the Em
peror assumes the administration of gov
ernment, on the 7th of February next,
still continue for some vears to direct his.
actions.

The government of China has been in 
the hands of Empresses for the last twenty- 
five years. On the death of the Emperor 
Hicn-Feng in 1861, the Dowager Empress 
Tsi-Thsi having no children, a son by one 
of the imperial wives was raised to the
throne by some of the high officials, who 
attempted to get the government into their 
hands by this means'. They gave the boy 
a new name, which is usual with all the 
Emperors of China on coming to the 
throne; it was Tshai-Chun, or “ good 
fortune.” The first indication that the 
Dowager Empress possessed power was 
given by her leading a party which over
threw the leaders of the reactionary fac
tion that ruled at Peking. She then, in 
concert with the mother of the young 
Emperor, had the boy placed on the 
dragon throne, and proclaimed him under 
the title of Tung-Chih, or “ combination 
of law and order.” Having thus suc
ceeded, she took measures to preserve the 
position which had been attained, and 
she became the actual ruler of China. 
On the death of an Emperor it is the cus
tom to place the Empress and all the 
wives of the deceased monarch in a state 
of seclusion, where they are strictly 
guarded from contact with the outer world, 
so that this conduct on the part of the 
Empress is remarkable for its exceptional 
character. On official days the boy Em- 
peror sat on the dragon throne, but behind 
him, under the cover of a screen, sat his 
mother and the Dowager Empress. When 
documents were brought forward for con
sideration, the two ladies could hear their 
import, and decided what was to be done. 
As they dictated, the Emperor used the 
“  vermilion pencil,” with which are signed 
all imperial decrees. To entitle the Em
peror’s mother to this position, she was 
raised to the dignity of an Empress. Her 
name is Tsi-An, and she was called “  the 
most illustrious and blessed Empress,” 
while the Dowager Tsi-Thsi was called 
“  the most illustrious and merciful Em
press.” The latter was also called “  the 
Empress of the East,” while Tsi-An, the 
mother of the Emperor, was called “  the 
Empress of the W’est.”

This peculiar regency continued till the 
end of 1872, when Tung-Chih became of 
age. In that year he took to himself an 
Empress named Ah-lu-te and four second- 
class wives. But he did not live long to 
enjoy his honors or his superabundance of 
domestic bliss. He died in 1875, and the 
young Empress quickly followed him to 
the tomb. The result of these events was 
that another boy, the son of Prince Chun 
and the nephew of Prince Rung, was 
placed on the throne, qnd the regency of 
the two Empresses was restored as it had 
been during Tung-Chih’s minority.

The Empress of the East died in 1881. 
We gather the particulars given above 
from a correspondent of the Daily Neius 
at that time, who had traveled in China, 
and who gave much curious and interest
ing information on the affairs of the gov
ernment. He gives credit to the then re
cently deceased Empress of the East for 
the merit of the good government of China 
for the preceding twenty years. When 
she began the regency, the country was 
distracted by war with England and 
France. Peking had been .taken, and a 
treaty signed with Lord Elgin allowing the 
“  outer barbarians ” to have ministers at 
the capital. Up to that period the Chi
nese army was little altered from its primi
tive model, bows and arrows being its 
principal weapons. During the Empress’ 
rule a new era began, and the arms of the 
modern soldier were introduced. War 
junks have been superseded by gunboats; 
building yards and arsenals have come 
into existence; all this implying a most 
radical change to carry out in an old and 
conservative country like China, and indi
cating resolution of a high kind at the 
head of affairs. Among the leading points 
of interest and difficulty dealt with during 
the regency were the negotiations arising 
out of the murder of Mr. Margary, the 
Taeping rebellion, the Chefoo convention 
arranged with the Chinese government by 
Sir Thomas Wade, the difficulties which 
threatened war with Russia respecting the 
occupation of Kuldjah, etc. All these 
matters have been managed by the Chi
nese government in an able and satisfac
tory manner, as has been admitted by the 
foreign nations who have had to treat 
with them. How far the two Empresses 
may have exercised their own ability in 
these negotiations, and how far they were 
the work of Prince Rung and other min
isters, it is impossible to say. But in a 
country which has nothing resembling 
parliamentary or representative govern
ment the ministers are selected and main
tained by the throne; and the Empresses 
can not be denied the credit of the en- j 
lightened policy which the ministers whom 
they have chosen and supported have 
carried out.

At the time of her death the Empress 
of the East was said to have been only 
forty-five years of age, making her only 
twenty-five at the death of her husband,

prising, that after having given such proof 
of courage and ability to govern she should 
have been credited with the chief part of 
the merit of the good government of 
China during the joint regency, and that 
some misgivings should bave been felt as 
to the ability of the Empress of the West 
to carry on the Regency alone. But, if 
any such doubts existed, they have been 
proved to be unfounded. The present 
Empress Regent has not deviated from i 
the policy of the joint regency, nor shown 
diminished vigor and sagacity in guiding 
the Chinese Empire in the ptah of pro- 1 
gress. j

A recent article in the Scotsman, com- ; 
menting on the approaching majority of 
the young Emperor of China and conse
quent termination of the government of 
the Empress Regent, says of the two Em
presses: “ As their record on Asiatic his
tory, these two remarkable women have 
left the Chinese Empire internally pacifi- 
cated and restored to practically the lim
its given to it by the great Rien-Lun. 
Eastern Turkestan has been re-conquered; 
Russia baffled in its diplomacy, and France 
in its aggressive action; a ‘ new China ’ I 
created in the outer wilds of Manchuria; 
and last, and most important of all, this 
most ancient and exclusive of Eastern 
monarchies has apparently entered fairly | 
on the path of competition with western 
nations.”

The young Emperor of China w ill be 
only sixteen years of age in February 
next, when he attains his majority and is [ 
formally invested with the reins of govern
ment. It is not, therefore, surprising that 
there should be a strong desire that the 
direction of affairs should remain for a 
time in the able and sagacious hands of 
the Empress Regent, and it is to be hoped 
that the memorials which have been pre
sented to that effect may be found suffi
cient to secure the result.
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M a k e  F r i e n d s . — Life is very critical. 
Any farewell, even amid glee and merri
ment, may be forever. If this truth were
but burned into our consciousness, and if 
ruled as a deep conviction and real power 
in our lives, would it not give a new mean
ing to our human relationship ? Would it 
not often put a rein upon our rash and 
impetuous, speech ? Would we carry in 
our hearts the miserable suspicions and 
jealousies that now so often embitter the 
fountains of our lives ? Would we be so 
impatient of the faults of others ? Would 
we allow trivial misunderstandings to 
build up a wall between us and those who 
ought to stand very close to us ? Would 
we keep alive petty quarrels year after 
year, which a manly word any day would 
compose? Would we pass old friends or 
neighbors on the street without recogni
tion, because of pride, or ancient grudge? 
Or would we be so chary of the kindm
words, our cqrnmendation, our sympathy, 
our comfort, when weary hearts all about 
us are breaking for just such expressions 
of interest or appreciation as we have in 
our power to give.

“  Is this a trunk line ? ” asked the Sum
mer girl at the railway station. “  No,” 
replied the ticket agent, “ it is a branch.” 
“  Oh, I ’m so sorry, for I wanted to take 
four trunks along with me.”
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