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The Golden Scripts
Where did they come from? 
Who composed them?

TRAN G E revelations are of occurrence as this 
Aquarian Age comes in! The discovery of the 
mental gift of Clairvoyance by our great uni
versity psychologists, attests the possibility 
that the true Christian Message as propounded 
by the early Church Fathers may be recoverable

from Mentors in octaves of Time and Space that Science is 
just beginning to penetrate. At any rate, from Somewhere 
have been recorded 257 preachments of such astounding wis
dom and spiritual beauty as to offer a new Bible for our be
deviled times. Their recording was begun under the most 
mystical auspices, in New York City in 1929. Not until 1935 
was the last Script taken and their typing for publication be
gun. Now the whole majestic compilation of them has been 
brought out in book form, in dull black leatherette covers, 
limp binding, and round-cornered pages—844 of them. Not 
since Shakespeare has the world beheld such mastery of the 
English language, but its employment is only incidental to the 
great profundities of Cosmos, the intricacies of Ethics, and the 
elucidation of the Galilean Doctrine, offered in the text. Each 
leader of a Galilean Congregation should own a copy of this 
rare and startling volume. Full particulars will be sent on 
leadership application.

T h e  B ib le  
o f th e  
G a lile a n  
L e a d e rs

_-

T H E  G A L I L E A N  is a  m agazin e o f  th irty-tw o  or m o re  pages, pu blished  on the tw en ty-fifth  o f the month 
fo r  the m onth fo llo w in g  a n d  sent to subscribers, m em b ers o f  the G alilean  F e llo u 'sh ip  and G uarantors o f  the 
icork  o f  F e llo w sh ip  P re ss , by its A u th o r-P u b lish e r, W illiam D udley Pelley, P r in te d  f o r  the Author- 
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V O LU M E O N E  N U M B E R  F O U R

“Hosts Over 
Bethlehem. .  ”

N C E  e v e ry  y e a r ’s 
e n d , a f te r  th e  P u r i 
ta n  T h a n k s g iv in g  
is o u t o f  th e  w ay , 
a f te r  th e  n a t io n ’s 
fo o tb a ll se a so n  h as  
c losed , th e  w in te r ’s 
coal la id  in  a n d  th e  
firs t sn o w s  o f  th e  
a rc tic  se a so n  fa ll
e n , th e  m e rc h a n ts  

of this very  co m m erc ia l u n iv e rs e  lo se  n o  
time at goad ing  u s  in to  p e re n n ia l a c c e p t
ances of C h ristm as. It is a  v e ry  p ro fitab le  
religious ho liday— th is  fe s tiv a l o f  C h r is t
mas— in th a t v a s t q u a n titie s  o f g if ts  h a v e  
come to be ex ch an g ed  u p o n  it.
These gifts m u s t u n ifo rm ly  b e  a c q u ire d  in  
the bazaars fo r p ence . T h e re fo re  do  th e  
keepers of th e  b a z a a rs  p u t  th e m se lv e s  in  
league w ith  K ris K rin g le , b a rg a in  fo r m o n 
strous advertis ing  sp ace  in  th e  p a p e rs , s tock  
their stalls w ith  th e  b rig h te s t-c o lo re d  tra sh  
procurable, an d  w ith  lu r id  h o lly  a n d  rad io  
carols to  n eu tra liz e  th e  w e a r in e ss  in  th e  fee t 
of a m illion shop  girls, a n tic ip a te  a  fo r tn ig h t 
of financial c lean -u p . T h a t ,  o f  c o u rse , is 
the som ew hat cyn ica l w a y  o f v ie w in g  Y u le- 
tide. It has been  fo rced  u p o n  u s  b y  a n  a lien

A  M o n th l y  C h a t  w i th  
th e  R e c o r d e r  a b o u t  
M a t t e r s  t h a t  P r o f i t  
th e  S o u l  i p

com m ercia lism . T h o se  
a m o n g  u s  w h o se  h a ir 
ho lds g ray , reca ll th a t 
it h as  b een  n o t a lw ays 
so. F e w  o f u s  can  
look  u p o n  th e  fro s ted  
a n d  g litte rin g  tree , 
w ith  parce ls  o f te n d e r
ness b a n k e d  a b o u t its 
base , a n d  b e th in k  to  
escape  th a t v a g u e  an d  
ach in g  n o s ta lg ia  fo r 
o th e r  lo st C h ris tm asses  
w h e n  th e  s ilve r tin se l 
w as  b rig h te r , th e  red 
balls  d eep e r carm ine , 
w h e n  re in d e e r fee t 
w e re  leav in g  track s  in 
th e  sn o w s o f m a n y  ro o fs  a n d  a b re a th -ta k in g  
a n d  ha llow ed  m y s te ry  sto le  o u t o f th e  dark  
a n d  p u n g e n t b ran ch e s  till th e  ch ild -heart a l
m o s t b ro k e  w ith  th e  s tra n g e  loveliness in  
th e  w h o le  o f it.
T h e re  w as  lost in n ocence  to  be o n e  d ay  re 
g a ined  in  th e  b ro o d in g  d a rk  o f cand le-lit 
m id n ig h t, w h e n  love a n d  p a in  an d  jo y  an d  
d ea th  w ere  fa r  off, u n su sp e c ted , w h e n  th e  
im m in e n t m o rn in g  pealed  w ith  d iscovery  s 
ecstasies , a n d  th e  p o ig n a n cy  o f success an d
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fa ilu re  h a d  n o t  ta k e n  to ll o f  d re a m s  th a t  
w e re  m e a n t  to  b e  sq u a n d e re d .
H o w  co m es  it, I w o n d e r , th a t  th e  C h r is tm a s  
w e  k e e p  in  th e  h e a r t ’s a c h in g  p r iv a c y , th a t  
h as  n o  c o m m e rc ia lism  in  it b e c a u se  c o m 
m e rc ia lism  c a n n o t  g e t in s id e , is fo re v e r  c o m 
p o se d  o f all th e  C h r is tm a s se s  th a t  h a v e  e v e r  
g o n e  b e fo re , a n d  a ll th e  g if ts  th a t  te n d e r  
h a n d s  h a v e  e v e r  w ro u g h t  u s , fo re v e r  re m a in  
w ra p p e d  in  th e ir  tis s u e  a n d  re d  r ib b o n  in  
th e  o n e  e te rn a l  Y u le tid e  o f  u n ta rn is h e d

n T H E R E  A R E  tw o  
C h r is tm a s se s  .

T h e re  is th e  C h r is tm a s  
o f  th e  f la m b o y a n t d iv i
d e n d , th e  co ld , a u s te re ,  
lo v e le ss  T r e e  in  th e  
p u b lic  p a rk ,  a s  s te r ile  
a s  th e  e le c tr ic  l ig h tin g  
w a s tin g  its  th o u s a n d  

b u lb s , o f  th e  t ig h t-h e a r te d  m o th e r  w ith  th e  
th in  p u rs e  w h o se  p a rc e ls  a re  as  sm a ll a s  th e y  
a re  m a n y , o f  th e  f a th e r  w h o  d o es  to o  m u c h , 
m a n -lik e , a n d  k e e p s  h is  w o r ry  a t  th e  c o s t o f 
it b e n e a th  a  g ru ff  e x te r io r ,  o f  th e  p u s h in g  
c ro w d  a n d  th e  B a b so n  re p o r t ,  th e  g if t  c ig a rs  
th a t  b u rn  le n g th w is e  a n d  th e  d ip lo m a tic  
g if t  a s  d ip lo m a tic a lly  fo rg o t te n — all th e  f a n 
fa re  a n d  fo l-d e -ro l o f  a n  e n fo rc e d  h o lid a y  
th a t  m u s t  b e  k e p t  b e c a u se  it is th e  socia l 
th in g  to  do .
T h e n  th e re  is a n o th e r  C h ris tm a s .
I t c o m e s  to  m e  o n ly  fo r  a n  in s ta n t  in  th a t  
m y s tic a l m o m e n t ju s t  b e fo re  m id n ig h t—  
C h r is t ’s m id n ig h t— w h e n  a ll th e  e a r th  a n d  
th e  w o r ld  is m u te d , w h e n  I lig h t m y  tw in  
c a n d le s  b e fo re  th e  fa v o r ite  p o r tr a i t  o f  m y  
L o rd . T h e  g la re  o f  M a m m o n ’s lig h t is s h u t 
off, th o u g h  p e rc h a n c e  th e  w h ite  ra d ia n c e  o f 
th e  c o rn e r  a rc - la m p , sn o w -p illo w e d , finds 
its  c le a n  p a th w a y  th ro u g h  a n  u n c u r ta in e d  
w in d o w .
1 a m  a lo n e  th e n , n o t  w ith  lo s t C h ris tm a sse s  
b u t  w ith  all th e  C h r is tm a s se s  th a t  h a v e  e v e r  
b e e n . I a m  a lo n e  w ith  m y  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  
h e a r t  o f  u n iv e rs a l  g ra c io u sn e ss , th e  e p ito m e  
o f  P e a c e .
A n d  in  th a t  a w e s o m e  m o m e n t, if I lis te n  
c a re fu lly , I k n o w  th a t  I sh a ll h e a r  so m e  
g ro u p  o f sw e e t s in g e rs  v e ry  fa r  a w a y  b le n d 
in g  th e ir  v o ic es  in  th a t  s a c ro s a n c t h a rm o n y :  
“ S ile n t N ig h t, H o ly  N ig h t .
M y  L o rd  is v e ry  c lo se  to  m e  w h e n  th a t  
m u s ic  co m es  so f tly  a c ro ss  w in te r  m id n ig h t. 
I t  la s ts  fo r  a  m o m e n t a n d  th e n  it h a s  g o n e .

m e m o ry  f

W h e n  it h a s  g o n e , C h r is tm a s  h as  come and 
g o n e  w i th  it. B u t  w h a t  o f  th a t?  For that 
m o m e n t  i t  h a s  to u c h e d  m e .
J u s t  th a t  o n e  m o m e n t  o f  C h ris tm as is all 
th a t  I w a n t .  T o  h a v e  i t  la s t  a  w ho le  twenty- 
fo u r  h o u r s  w o u ld  sp o il it.

C T I L L ,  th a t  is n o t  w h a t  I s ta r te d  out to 
w r ite .  T h e y  te ll m e  th a t  n ine teen  hun

d re d  a n d  f o r ty - o n e  su c h  n ig h ts  ago there 
w e re  in  a n  e a s te r n  c o u n try  shepherds  abid
in g  in  th e  fie ld , k e e p in g  w a tc h  over their 
flock  b y  n ig h t .  A n d  lo , th e  angel of the 
L o rd  c a m e  u p o n  th e m , a n d  th e  g lory  of the 
L o rd  s h o n e  ’r o u n d  a b o u t  th e m ; and  they 
w e re  so re  a f ra id . A n d  th e  an g e l said unto 
th e m , “ F e a r  n o t,  fo r  b e h o ld  I b ring  you 
g o o d  t id in g s  o f  g re a t  jo y , w h ich  shall be to 
a ll p e o p le . F o r  u n to  y o u  is b o rn  th is day in 
th e  c i ty  o f  D a v id , a  S a v io r , w h ich  is Christ 
th e  L o rd . A n d  th is  sh a ll b e  a  sign unto 
y o u :  Y e  sh a ll f in d  th e  b a b e  w rapped  in 
s w a d d lin g  c lo th e s , ly in g  in  a  m a n g e r .’’ And 
s u d d e n ly  th e re  w a s  w ith  th e  an g e l a m ulti
tu d e  o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  h o s t  p ra is in g  G od and 
s a y in g :  “ G lo ry  to  G o d  in  th e  h ighest, and 
o n  e a r th  p e a c e , g o o d  w ill to w a rd  m en !"
S t. L u k e  is th e  a u th o r i ty  fo r  th is divine 
th in g  h a p p e n in g . I a m  n o t  g o in g  to  quar
re l w ith  S t. L u k e  a s  to  w h e th e r  it happened 
a s  h e  w ro te  it o r  w h e th e r  it d id  not. The 
th in g  e x e rc is in g  m e  a t  th e  m o m e n t is this— 
W h y  n e e d  w e  th in k  th a t  it h a p p e n e d  only 
o n e  m e m o ra b le  m id n ig h t n in e te e n  centuries 
in  th e  p a s t,  th a t  it  h a d  n e v e r  h ap p en e d  be
fo re  a n d  h a s  n e v e r  h a p p e n e d  since?
I d o  n o t  ta k e  is su e  w ith  L u k e  fo r  h is verac
ity  o r  la c k  o f  it. I s im p ly  c h a llen g e  h im  for 
h is  n ig g a rd lin e s s  o f  n a r ra t iv e .
H o s ts  o v e r  B e th le h e m , in d e ed ! .
A re  n o t  th e  s a m e  h o s ts  o v e r  Jerusalem , 
o v e r  B e rlin , o v e r  L o n d o n , W ash in g to n , 
N e w  Y o rk , T o k y o — y e s , e v e n  M oscow, 
p a r t ic u la r ly  M o sc o w — n o t o n ly  th e  legen
d a ry  C h r is tm a s  n ig h t  b u t  ev e ry  night 
th ro u g h o u t  th e  y e a r?
I c o n te n d  th a t  th e y  a re . H o s ts  o v er B eth
le h e m  d id  n o t  m a k e  th e  C h ris tm a s  night. 
T h e  b a b e  ly in g  in  sw a d d lin g  c lo th es  in the 
m a n g e r  d id  n o t  m a k e  th e  C h ris tm a s  night. 
N o r d id  th e  T h re e  W is e  M en , n o r  th e  gifts 
o f  f ra n k in c e n s e  a n d  m y r rh ,  a n y m o re  than 
th e  g if ts  in  th e  b a s e m e n t  o f th e  th re e  w ise 
m e n , C o h e n , R u b in o w itz  & F in k le s te in —  
“ D ig n ified  C re d it If Y o u  W a n t  I t” — m ake 
th e  Y u le tid e  se a so n  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  m om ent. 
T h e  th in g  th a t  m a d e  th e  C h ris tm a s  night
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was the recognition  b y  th e  firs t h u m b le  fo lk  
of the w orld, ev en  sh ep h e rd s , th a t  life  w ith 
in the octave o f ph y sica l m o r ta li ty  w a s  n o t 
abandoned and  a lo n e  u p o n  a  p la n e t, im p e r
sonal in celestial space, b u t  th a t  th e  M a s te r  
A vatar of the  aeo n s  h ad  s u d d e n ly  m a d e  
Himself percep tib le  to  m o r ta l flesh  ag a in , 
that He had ta k e n  u p  a fre sh  in c u rs io n  in to  
the grinding a n d  g ro a n in g  o f a to m s , th a t  h e  
was not on ly  p e rcep tib le  to  m e n ’s sp ir its  b u t  
to m en’s senses also.
That recognition is Y u le tid e ’s tru e  essen ce , 
whether it h ap p en  on ce  a b o v e  a  field in  
Palestine or in  te n  th o u s a n d  la n d s  w h o se  in 
habitants are  so re  b e se t w ith  th e  tra n s ie n t  
rivalries of M am m o n  .

IT  SEEM S s tra n g e  to  ra tio n a l m in d s, w h e n  
A we pause to  g ive  it th o u g h t, th a t  a  s tu 
pendous galaxy  o f h ig h e r-o c ta v e  e n titie s  
could have staged  a  co lossa l d isp la y  o f th e ir  
incandescent m a je s tie s  in  a  w in te r  n ig h t’s 
sky and none ta k e n  n o te  o f it b u t  a  h a n d fu l 
of shepherds. If it h a d  b e e n  lite ra l a s  S t. 
Luke recorded it, su re ly  it sh o u ld  h a v e  b e 
come of record  in  all th e  R o m a n  a n d  G re 
cian archives.
A hym n of a  so rt b e in g  s u n g  b y  a  C h o ir 
Made Visible o u t o f h ig h  e th e r  m u s t c e r 
tainly have been  h e a rd  b y  m o re  th a n  th o se  
sheep-tenders. T h e re  m u s t h a v e  b e e n  o th e r  
travelers in Ju d e a  th a t  n ig h t to  b eco m e 
aware of the p h e n o m e n o n , to  h a s te n  in to  
Bethlehem an d  re p o rt b re a th le s s ly  u p o n  th e  
marvel.
But the R om an  a n d  G re c ia n  a rc h iv e s  a re  
silent anen t such  h a p p e n in g .
Let us ra tionalize  th e  C h r is tm a s  le g en d  
therefore, by  d ec la rin g  it sy m b o lic  o f  all 
those w hose h igher ey es  a n d  ea rs  h a v e  b een  
opened, w ho  see a n d  h e a r  th e  v ib ra tio n s  n o t 
of earth and  re sp o n d  to  th e m  m y stica lly . 
The shepherds h u rr ie d  in to  B e th leh em , says  
Luke, and fo u n d  th e  M o th e r  a n d  C h ild  in  
the m anger.
The shepherds h ad  n o  m o n o p o ly  on  th is  
discovery, for I can  p e rso n a lly  a t te s t  th a t  it 
does so happen  if o n e  w h o se  se n se s  h a v e  r e 
sponded to th e  G re a te r  E th e r ic  F re q u e n c ie s  
will only trave l a little  w a y  to  p ro v e  fo r 
themselves th a t th e  C h ris t is rea l . .

'T H E  L O R D  of A ll H u m a n  A ltru ism s  w as  
A only a m o rta l in fa n t th a t  n ig h t w h e n  

the shepherds m a y  h a v e  seen  th e  H o s t a n d  
heard Its h a rm o n y . O n  th e  C h ris tm a s  
night th irty -th ree  y e a rs  la te r  H e  h a d  com e 
and gone in H is ph y sica l flesh , a n d  p e rh a p s

it is th e  g re a te r  n o s ta lg ia  fo r th a t in te rlu d e  
th a t  som e o f u s sense  in  re la tio n sh ip  to  
Y u le tide . N o m a tte r  n o w ! .
It is th e  lab o r o f som e o f u s  to  re c a p tu re  
p e rm a n e n tly  fo r th e  w o rld  th a t little  in s ta n t 
o f S ilen t G lo ry  as w ell as T ra n sc e n d e n t 
T e n d e rn e ss  th a t com es in  th a t final m o m e n t 
o f C h ris tm a s  E ve  w h e n  th e  ta p e rs  h av e  
b e e n  ligh ted  b e fo re  a  fav o rite  p o r tra it o f 
o u r  L ord .
F o r w e  m iss H im  
v e ry  m u ch ! W e  m iss 
th e  p h ysica l co n tac t, 
th e  so u n d  o f H is 
vo ice , th e  g lance  of 
H is  ey e  w h e n  g re a t 
issues im pend . W e  
m iss H is co u n se l in 
m o m e n ts  th a t w ra c k  
th e  soul. W e  fa in  
w o u ld  h ea r H is  m e as
u re d  s ta te m e n ts  o f
V a s t C osm ic  T ru th  w h e n  th e  m u ltitu d e  
m a rv e led  th a t life p ro m ised  such  tra n q u il
lity . H e  is u n to  u s  as  o n e  w h o  h as  gone 
u p o n  a fa r  jo u rn e y  an d  b e in g  aw ay , w e  
w o u ld  feel th e  tig h t jo y  ch o k in g  th e  th ro a t 
th a t m a rk s  th e  tocsin  o f H is re tu rn .
Y e t o u r  b re v e t d em an d s  th a t w e  ab ide  till 
H e  com es aga in , th a t w e  fu n c tio n  in  H is 
s tead , th a t w e  do  th e  w o rk  w h ich  H e w ou ld  
h a v e  done, th a t H e  in  H is flesh w o u ld  p ra ise  
G o d  to  h av e  accom plished  . . .
T h a t,  h o w ev er, is a  p e rso n a l m a tte r , a n d  n o t 
all th e  w o rld  m a y  e n te r  in to  it.
B u t do  n o t fo rg e t, e ith e r, th a t conce iv ing  
o f th e  h e a v e n ly  h o s t as on ly  ov er B eth le 
h em  fo r o n e  flee ting  seq u en ce  in u n ive rsa l 
h is to ry  is a  libel o f th e  concep t.
T h e  sam e  ho sts  a re  a v o w ed ly  ab o u t us, 
ev e ry  in s ta n t o f ev e ry  n ig h t a n d  day .
A n d  th e re  is p o e try  in  th e  rea liza tio n  th a t 
if w e  b e  sh ep h e rd in g  as a  business, th e  w o n 
d e r a n d  th e  g lo ry  becom e visib le to  us.
A f te r  th a t flee ting  in s ta n t o f v ision , a f te r  
th a t  ep o ch a l m o m e n t o f h earing , it is m e re 
ly  b u t  a few  m iles o f trav e l perso n a lly  to  b e 
ho ld  th e  C h ris t in  H is physica l flesh.
T h e re  a re  tw o  C hris tm asses, verily .
O n e  is th e  sp ec tacu la r tw o  w eek s w h e n  all 
th e  sh o p k eep e rs  o f C h ris te n d o m  consp ire  to  
re a p  th e  rich  h a rv e s ts  o f shekels.
T h e  o th e r  is th e  C h ris tm as  o f th e  R ev ea l
ing  M o m en t w h e n  life is n o t d a rk  w ith  th a t 
W o n d e r  S ig h t ab o v e  us.
W h e th e r  w e  c o n tin u e  to  d iscern  it is no  
o n e ’s b u s in ess  b u t o u r  ow n.
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*1 Christmas is a Spiritual Holiday, not the 
Commemoration of an Historical Event 
and Here’s the Reason—

There Is No Authentic Data 
that Christ W as Born Dec. 25th

V E R Y  school-ch ild  in  A m erica  
— an d  C h ris ten d o m — is a w are  
th a t C hristm as, o r th e  M ass o f 
C hrist, in  th e  C h ris tian  C h u rch  
is th e  fes tiva l o f th e  n a tiv ity  
of Jesu s  th e  C hrist. B u t th e  

h is to ry  o f th is “ fe a s t” is n o t so w ell k n o w n . 
M illions of peop le  labor u n d e r th e  d e lu sion  
th a t C hristm as has been  ce leb ra ted  ev er 
since the  M aster Jesu s  ascended , th a t 
C hristm as has a lw ays fa llen  on  D ecem b er 
25 th , and  th a t som ehow  th e re  is scientific 
or astronom ical d a ta  in  ex istence  a u th e n ti
cating  th is b irth d ay  of th e  C h ris t’s w h ich  
has now  com e to  b e  k e p t so fa ith fu lly  g en 
e ra tion  a f te r  gen era tio n . A s a  m a tte r  o f 
fact, th e  w ho le  th in g  re s ts  on  su ch  v a g u e  
an d  flim sy fu n d am e n ta ls  th a t w e  a re  ju s ti
fied in  considering  it as th e  m ere  o b servance  
of a  relig ious— or theo log ica l— su p ers titio n . 
T h e  earliest, m o st reaso n ab ly  reliab le  m a n u 
scrip t, or accoun t, of gospel trad itio n , re p re 
sen ted  b y  M ark  no  less th a n  b y  th e  p rim i
tive  n o n -M arcan  d o cu m en ts  em bodied  in  th e  
first and  th ird  G ospels, beg in s n o t w ith  th e  
b irth  and  ch ildhood o f Jesu s  b u t w ith  H is 
bap tism .

T h e  fam ous acco u n t w hich  w e  get of th e  
C hristm as s to ry  in  H o ly  W rit is fo u n d  in 
the  gospel of L uke. T h is  L u k e  seem s to  
hav e  b een  a  y o u n g  physic ian  to  S t. P au l, 
w ho  lived som e 50 to  75 years  a f te r  th e  
C rucifixion, w ho  trav e led  w ith  S t. P au l 
ab o u t A sia  M inor estab lish ing  th e  C h ris tian  
churches a n d  w ho  to o k  his acco u n t o f th e  
N ativ ity  from  th e  age-old n a rra tiv e  of the  
b irth  an d  boyh o o d  of Z o ro as te r, th e  fo u n d e r 
of th e  P ers ian  relig ion  of Z a ra th u s tr ia n -  
ism. W h e th e r h e  w as  alive a t th e  tim e  of 
th e  M aste r’s m in istry , is d ebatab le  . 
H ow ever, th e  g rea t C h u rch  w h ich  cam e in 
to  ex istence a fte r  C o n stan tin e , th e  R o m an ,

h a d  b e c o m e  c o n v e r te d  to  C hristian ity  and 
it h a d  b e e n  m a d e  th e  s ta te  re lig ion , adopted 
C h ris tm a s  as  a  fe a s t-d a y  a lo n g  in  the Fourth 
C e n tu ry . It w o u ld  seem  to  hav e  been a 
b le n d  o r c o m b in a tio n  o f th e  old pagan 
T h a n k s g iv in g  o f  th e  S a tu rn a lia  w ith the 
M a s te r ’s n a ta l  d a y . A n y h o w , th ree  to four 
h u n d re d  y e a rs  w e n t p a s t b e fo re  anybody 
b e th o u g h t to  m a k e  th e  S a v io r’s birthday a 
re lig io u s  h o lid a y  o f a n y  co n seq u en c e  w hat
ev e r  .

"“T H E  E A R L IE S T  id en tifica tio n  of the 
2 5 th  o f D e c e m b e r w ith  th e  b irthday  of 

C h ris t is in  a  p a ssa g e  o th e rw ise  unknow n 
a n d  p ro b a b ly  sp u r io u s , o f  T heoph iliu s of 
A n tio c h , w r it te n  so m e tim e  b e tw een  171 
a n d  1 83 A . D . a n d  p re se rv e d  in  L a tin  by the 
M ag d e b u rg  c e n tu r ia to rs ,  to  th e  effect that 
th e  G a u ls  c o n te n d e d  th a t  as  th e y  celebrated 
th e  b ir th  o f th e  L o rd  o n  th e  2 5 th  o f Decem
b e r, w h a te v e r  d a y  o f th e  w e e k  it m ight be, 
so th e y  o u g h t to  c e le b ra te  th e  P ash a  on the 
25 th  o f M arch  w h e n  th e y  c o n te n d  th a t the 
R e su rre c tio n  b efe ll.
T h e  n e x t m e n tio n  th a t  w e  h a v e  of D ecem 
b e r 2 5 th  h a v in g  a n y  re lig io u s  consequence 
is in  H ip p o ly tu s ’ c o m m e n ta ry  on  Daniel 
i v : 23. Je su s , says  H ip p o ly tu s  rig h t ou t of 
h a n d  b u t  g iv in g  n o  a u th e n tic a tio n  for his 
p ro n o u n c e m e n t, w a s  b o rn  in  B eth lehem  in 
Ju d e a  o n  th e  2 5 th  o f D ecem b er, a  W ednes
day , in  th e  fo rty -se c o n d  y e a r  o f A ugustu s. 
In a n y  case, H ip p o ly tu s  m e n tio n s  no  feast, 
n o r  w as  su ch  a  fe a s t c o n g ru o u s  w ith  the 
o rth o d o x  ideas o f h is  ag e . A s  la te  as 245 
A . D ., O rig e n , in  h is  e ig h th  h o m ily  on  Le
v iticus, re p u d ia te s  a s  s in fu l th e  v e ry  idea of 
k eep in g  th e  b ir th d a y  o f C h ris t " a s  if He 
w ere  a  k in g  P h a ra o h .”
T h e  first c e rta in  m e n tio n  o f D ecem b er 25th 
is in a  L a tin  c h ro n o g ra p h e r  o f 354  A . D. 
It ru n s  th u s  in  E n g lish —
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“Year O ne a f te r  C h ris t, in  th e  c o n su la te  o f 
Caesar and  P au lu s , th e  L o rd  J e s u s  C h ris t 
was born  on th e  tw e n ty -f if th  o f D ecem b er, 
a Friday and  th e  fif te e n th  d a y  o f  th e  n e w  
m oon.”
Here again  no  fe s ta l c e le b ra tio n  o f  th e  d a y  
is attested , an d  th e re  is n o  h is to rica l o r 
astronom ical d a ta  to  b a c k  u p  th e  s ta te 
ments.
The P ilgrim  F a th e rs  firs t s te p p e d  fo o t on  
A m erican soil so m e  th re e  h u n d re d  y e a rs  
in the past. T h ese  th e o lo g ia n s  w h o  w e re  
writing of th e  C h r is t’s b ir th , w e re  d o in g  so 
from a tran sp irin g  o f  tim e  a f te r  th e  e v e n t 
that w as co m p arab le  to  th e  tim e  th a t  h as  
similarly tran sp ire d  in  o u r  g e n e ra tio n  s in ce  
the Landing on  P ly m o u th  R o ck .
Let us try  to  conce ive  o f  so m e  p re se n t-d a y  
historian a tte m p tin g  to  d e ify  J o h n  C a rv e r  
or W illiam B rad fo rd , a n d  te llin g  o f  th e  ac 
tual happen ings o f th e  M ay flo w er f ro m  th is  
perspective o f th e  y ea rs . H o w  a c c u ra te  
would he be, a n d  w h a t re lia n c e  co u ld  be  
put upon his s ta te m e n ts?

'T H E R E  are, h o w ev er, m a n y  sp e c u la tio n s  
in the second  c e n tu ry  a f te r  C h ris t a b o u t 

the date of H is b ir th , b u t  it is o n ly  fa ir  to  
emphasize th a t th e y  a re  sp e c u la tio n s  an d  
nothing m ore. C le m e n t o f A le x a n d r ia , to 
ward the close o f th a t seco n d  c e n tu ry , m e n 
tions several such , b u t  c o n d e m n s  th e m  as 
superstitions.
Some chrono log ists, h e  says , a lleg ed  th e  
birth to have o ccu rred  in  th e  2 8 th  y e a r  o f 
A ugustus, on  th e  2 5 th  o f  P a c h o n , th e  E g y p 
tian m onth. W h a t h a v e  w e  h e re  b u t  a  
reckoning th a t w o u ld  m a k e  th e  fe s tiv a l o f 
Christmas fall u p o n  th e  3 0 th  o f M ay! 
Others set it on  th e  2 4 th  o r  2 5 th  o f P h a r-  
muthi—w hich w o u ld  m a k e  it th e  19th  o r 
20th of A pril. C le m e n t h im se lf  se ts  it on  
the 17th day  o f N o v em b er, 3 B. C.
The au tho r o f a fa m o u s  L a tin  tra c t, ca lled  
the De P asha C o m p u tu s , w r it te n  in  A fr ic a  in  
the year 243, se ts  it “ b y  p r iv a te  r e v e la tio n ” 
on M arch 28 th . H e  a rg u e s  th a t  th e  w o rld  
was created  p e rfec t— as th o u g h  it w a s n ’t 
still perfect a t th e  p re s e n t tim e— flow ers in  
bloom and trees in  leaf, th e re fo re  in  S p rin g . 
Also the b irth  m u s t h a v e  co m e  a t  th e  e q u i
nox and w hen  th e  m o o n  ju s t  “ c re a te d ,” w as  
full.
Now the an c ien t th e o lo g ia n s  h e ld  th a t  th e  
sun and m oon  w e re  c re a te d  o n  a  W e d n e s 
day. T he 28 th  o f M arch  su its  all o f  th e se  
considerations. C h ris t th e re fo re  b e in g  th e

S u n  o f R ig h teo u sn ess  w as  b o rn  o n  th e  2 8 th  
o f M arch . M illions o f d e v o u t C h ris tian s  a re  
su b sc rib in g  to  rea so n in g  to d a y  as specious 
a s  th a t o f th e  a u th o r  o f D e P a sh a  C o m p u 
tu s  a n d  w o rry in g  lest th e ir  sou ls  be  d am n ed  
to  hell fo r less. T h e  p e rso n  c rea ted  in  th e  
im ag e  o f G od , w ith  a b ra in  in  h is head , is 
s ick en ed  a t th e  silliness o f th e  w ho le  of 
it .

" T H E  sam e  sym bolica l logic led P o lycarp , 
1  in  a  f ra g m e n t p re se rv ed  b y  an  A rm e n 

ian  w rite r , A n a n ia s  o f S h irak , som ew here  
a b o u t th e  y e a r  160 A . D ., to  se t th e  L o rd ’s 
b ir th  o n  S u n d a y , w h e n  th e  w o rld ’s c rea tio n  
b eg an , b u t  H is b a p tism  o n  W e d n e sd a y  fo r 
it w as  th e  a n a lo g u e  o f th e  s u n ’s c rea tion . 
O n  such  g ro u n d s  ce rta in  L a tin s  as  ea rly  as 
3 5 4  m a y  h a v e  tra n s fe rre d  th e  h u m a n  b ir th 
d ay  fro m  th e  6 th  of J a n u a ry  to  th e  2 5 th  of 
D ecem ber, w h ich  w as  th e n  a  M ith ra ic  feast 
a n d  is b y  th e  c h ro n o g ra p h e r above re fe rred  
to , te rm e d  N ata lis  Inv icti Solis— or B irthday  
o f th e  U n c o n q u e re d  S un .
J u s t  w h a t th e  “ u n c o n q u e re d  s u n ” ac tu a lly  
m e a n s , a n d  w h y  all th is p o th e r  ab o u t su n  
w o rsh ip  sh o u ld  h av e  b een  d rag g ed  in to  
C h ris tia n ity  w ith o u t b o rro w in g  sham eless
ly  fro m  p ag an ism , w as  n e v e r  m ade  clear b y  
th e se  ea rly  w rite rs .
P ro b a b ly  th e  tru th  o f th e  m a tte r  is, th a t n in e  
te n th s  o f th e m  sim p ly  d id n ’t k n o w  w h a t 
th e y  w ere  ta lk in g  ab o u t.
T h e  S y rian s  a n d  A rm e n ia n s , w h o  c lu n g  to  
th e  6 th  o f J a n u a ry  as th e  da te  o f th e  S av 
io r ’s b irth , accused  th e  R o m a n s  o f su n  w o r
sh ip  a n d  id o la try , co n ten d in g  w ith  g rea t 
p ro b ab ility  th a t th e  feast o f th e  25 th  o f D e
cem b er h ad  been  in v e n ted  b y  d iscip les o f 
C e r in th u s  to  co m m em o ra te  th e  “ n a tu ra l"  
b irth  o f Jesu s.
C h ry so s to m  also  testifies th e  2 5 th  o f D e
cem b er to  h a v e  b een  fro m  th e  b eg in n in g  
“ k n o w n  in  th e  W e s t” — fro m  T h ra c e  even  
so  fa r  as  G ades.
A m b ro se , w ritin g  to  his sister, im plies th a t 
as  la te  as  th e  p ap ac y  o f L iberius, w h ich  co n 
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sum ed the fou r years  be tw een  352  a n d  356 , 
the B irth from  th e  V irg in  w as  feas ted  to 
gether w ith  the M arriage  a t C a n a  a n d  th e  
B anquet o f the  4 ,0 0 0 — w hich  w ere  n e v e r  
feasted  on a n y  o th e r day  b u t J a n u a ry  6 th .

'“T H E  F A C T S  of th e  m a tte r  reaso n ab ly  
-*■ are, th a t th ree  h u n d re d  y ea rs  a f te r  it 

happened , nob o d y  had  a n y  reliab le d a ta  on  
the  m a tte r  w ha tso ev er, b u t it b e ing  a f te r  th e  
n a tu re  o f a p rie s t n ev e r to  be  c a u g h t a t  a 
loss fo r an  an sw er to  a n y th in g  o f w h ich  he  
m ight be queried , th e  b ra in s tra p p e d  “ scho l
a rs” of those far-off tim es did  som e e x p e r t 
guessing  an d  b eq u ea th ed  th e  residue  of 
an sw ers  dow n  to  o u r m o d e rn  tim es.
W e certa in ly  know , by  th o u san d s  o f w ords 
o f te stim o n y  of these  an c ien t w rite rs , th a t 
no C hristm as festival w as ac tua lly  th o u g h t 
o f u n til nearly  th e  fo u rth  c e n tu ry  a f te r  
C hrist, an d  th en  o n ly  in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  
certa in  pagan  festivals w h ich  the  p o p u la 
tions of th e  M ed ite rran ean  B asin  w ere  in  
custom  of keeping.
A n d  here  is a n o th e r in te res tin g  fac t in  re 
gard  to  th is “ C hrist M ass.” D u rin g  those  
first th ree  or fo u r cen tu ries  w h en  th e  new  
relig ion o f the  G alilean  w as g e ttin g  e s ta b 
lished, the  festival o f H is physica l b ir th  
seem s to  hav e  been  m ore  o r less seco n d ary  
in im portance  to  th e  festiva l o f H is sp iritu a l 
b irth — th a t is, H is b ap tism — w hich  in th e  
g rea t C hurch  has been  k n o w n  from  an c ien t 
tim es as E p iphany .
T h is  E p iphany , w hich  m ean s tran s la ted  
literally , “ the  ap p aritio n  o f C h ris t,” m em ori
alized  th e  idea th a t Jesus  w as m ore  o r less 
of a  m orta l m an  till H e  cam e to  th e  Jo rd a n  
to  be bap tized .
D uring  H is bap tism , so m eth in g  hap p en ed . 
T h e  G rea t D iv ine F av o r cam e d ow n  fro m  
the  heavens an d  en te red  in to  H im , an d  
w hen  it h ad  d o n e  so, o u r E lder B ro th e r b e 
cam e “ m ore th a n  m a n .” H e  w as, in p o in t 
o f fact, “ sp iritua lly  b o rn ” in  th a t episode. 
T h ere fo re  did it h ap p en  fo r g en era tio n s  th a t 
C hristm as an d  E p ip h an y  w ere  ce leb ra ted  to 
gether, or ra th e r  so close to g e th e r th a t th e y  
appeared  to  be as one.

H T H E  G R O U N D S  on  w hich  th e  C h u rch  
in troduced  so la te  as 350-400  a C h ris t

m as feast till th en  u n k n o w n , or, if k n o w n , 
p recariously  linked  w ith  b ap tism , seem  in 
the  m ain  to  hav e  been  th e  fo llow ing—
F irst, th e  tran s itio n  from  ad u lt to  in fa n t 
bap tism  w as p roceed ing  rap id ly  in  th e  E ast,

a n d  in  th e  W e s t— m o s tly  in  B ritain— was 
p rac tica lly  co m p le te d . Its  n a tu ra l comple
m e n t w a s  a  fe s ta l re c o g n itio n  of the fact 
th a t  th e  d iv in e  e le m e n t w a s  present in 
C h ris t f ro m  th e  firs t, a n d  w as  no  new  stage 
o f  sp ir itu a l p ro m o tio n  co ev a l on ly  w ith the 
d e sc e n t o f  th e  sp ir it  o n  H im  a t baptism . The 
g en e ra l a d o p tio n  o f  ch ild  b a p tism  helped to 
e x tin g u ish  th e  o ld  v ie w  th a t  th e  divine life 
in  Je su s  d a te d  f ro m  H is  b a p tism — a view 
w h ich  led th e  E p ip h a n y  fe a s t to  be  regarded 
as th a t  o f J e s u s ’ sp ir itu a l reb irth . T h is  aspect 
o f th e  fe a s t w a s  th e re fo re  fo rg o tte n  and its 
im p o rta n c e  in  e v e ry  w a y  d im in ished  by the 
n e w  a n d  r iv a l fe a s t o f  C h ris tm as .
S econd , th e  F o u r th  C e n tu ry  w itnessed a 
ra p id  d iffu s io n  o f  M arc io n ite , or, as it is 
n o w  called , M a n ic h e a n  p ro p ag an d a , the 
ch ie f te n e t  o f  w h ic h  w a s , th a t  Jesus was 
e ith e r  n o t b o rn  a t  all, w a s  a  m ere  phantasm , 
o r a n y h o w  d id  n o t  ta k e  flesh o f th e  Virgin 
M ary .
A g a in s t th is  v ie w , th e  n e w  C hristm as was 
a  p ro te s t, s ince  it w a s  p e c u lia r ly  th e  feast of 
H is  b ir th  in  th e  flesh , o r a s  a  m an , and is 
c o n s ta n tly  sp o k e n  o f  a s  su ch  b y  th e  fathers 
w h o  w itn e sse d  its  in s ti tu tio n .

IN  T H E  F A C E  o f all th is  co n tro v e rsy  and 
* co n fu s io n , it is a  s o m e w h a t com forting 
c irc u m sta n c e  to  h a v e  th e  te s tim o n y  of the 
m o d e rn  G o ld e n  S c rip ts , w h ich  says in sub
s ta n c e  th a t “ n o  m irac le s  a t te n d e d  on my 
b ir th ,” b u t th a t  th e  b o y  J e s u s  g rew  norm al
ly  to  p u b e r ty  in  h is  fa th e r 's  h o u se  a t Naza
re th — or th e  v illag e  th a t  is called  such in 
m o d e rn  te rm in o lo g y — till th e  m o m en t ar
riv ed  w h e n  H e  w a s  to  b e  a w a k e n e d  to  His 
d iv in e  m issio n  a m o n g  th e  e a r th ’s myriad 
m illions.
R a tio n a l C h ris tia n ity  h as  it, b y  such  recent 
rev e la tio n s , th a t  o f  a  n ig h t w h e n  H e was 
b e tw e e n  te n  a n d  tw e lv e  y e a rs  old, H e was 
“ to u c h ed  u p o n  th e  eye lid s  b y  a  R esp lenden t 
B e in g ” w h o  b a d e  h im  a rise , p u t  o n  raim ent 
a n d  follow .
T h is  R e sp le n d e n t B eing  c o n d u c te d  the  boy
ish  S av io r o f m a n k in d  u p  in to  th e  caves of 
th e  d ese rt b e h in d  N a z a re th , a n d  th e re  began 
to  a w a k e n  H is  p re n a ta l m in d  to  H is true 
id e n tity  a n d  co m m iss io n  as A v a ta r  in the 
w o rld  o f P iscean  m e n .
"N ig h t a f te r  n ig h t h e  d id  re a d  to  m e from 
th e  B o o k ,” is th e  te s t im o n y  w e  g e t in the 
G o ld en  S crip ts , till th e  m o m e n t cam e w hen 
th e  b o y  Je su s  b ro k e  th ro u g h  th e  film  on  his 
m e m o ry  a n d  cam e  in to  a  consc iousness  of
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what he w as su p p o sed  to  acc o m p lish  in  th e  
Palestine of his tim e.

'T H A T  W E  sh o u ld  c e le b ra te  th e  b ir th d a y  
of the E lder B ro th e r  is n o t  a  h is to rica l 

com m em oration, a n y w a y . It is m o re  th e  
gracious sen tim en ta l tr ib u te  to  H is  su p e rn a l 
appearance am o n g  m u n d a n e  m o rta ls . B u t 
that gradually, u p  th ro u g h  th e  c e n tu r ie s , it 
assumed the  n a tu re  o f a  jo y o u s  fe a s t-d a y , 
accompanied by  th e  e x c h a n g in g  o f  fe lic ita 
tions and gifts, w e  w o u ld  seem  to  o w e  
mostly to the ea rly  G e rm a n s .
By the tim e th a t L u th e r  h a d  e m a n c ip a te d  
most of E u ro p e ’s C h ris tia n s  f ro m  s u b 
serviency to  th e  d ic ta te s  o f  th e  P a p a c y , th e  
notion of Y u letide as a  se a so n  o f  m ir th  a n d  
thanksgiving fo r th e  b le ss in g  o f  th e  S a v io r’s 
appearance am o n g  m e n  w a s  g e t t in g  in to  
full m om entum .
And yet in P u r ita n ic  E n g la n d , th e  v e ry  
thought of an y  m irth  o r  e x u b e ra n c e  in  c o n 
nection w ith  th e  S a v io r’s b ir th , filled th e  
pious or san c tim o n io u s w ith  h o rro r .
In Britain, the  2 5 th  o f D e c e m b e r w a s  a  fe s ti
val long before th e  c o n v e rs io n  to  C h r is tia n 
ity, for Bede re la te s  th a t  “ th e  a n c ie n t p e o 
ples of the A ng li b e g a n  th e  y e a r  o n  th e  25 th  
of Decem ber w h e n  w e  n o w  c e le b ra te  th e  
birthday of th e  L o rd ; a n d  th e  v e ry  n ig h t 
which is now  so h o ly  to  u s , th e y  ca lled  in  
their tongue ‘m o d ra n e c h t’ o r  ‘m o d ra  n ic h t ,’ 
that is, the M o th e r’s N igh t, b y  re a so n , w e  
suspect, of th e  ce re m o n ies  w h ic h  in  th a t  
night-long vigil th e y  p e r fo rm e d .”
With usual re ticence  a b o u t m a tte rs  p a g a n  
or unorthodox, B ede a b s ta in s  f ro m  re c o rd 
ing who the m o th e rs  w e re  a n d  w h a t th e  
ceremonies. B u t in  th e  w h o le  o f  it, w e  d is
cern the R om an  fe a s t o f th e  S a tu rn a lia , 
probably b ro u g h t to  B rita in  b y  th e  D ru id s , 
when for one n ig h t in  each  y e a r  th e  p o o r  re 
pressed h um an  race  th re w  off all in h ib itio n s  
and indulged in o n e  co lo ssa l b a c c h a n a l, 
with consequen t in c re ase  o f  th e  illeg itim a te  
population n ine  m o n th s  a f te rw a rd .
This is the “ fe a s t” w h ich  w e  h a v e  n o w  
m etam orphosed in to  o u r  m o d e rn  C h r is t
mas . .
We got it from  E n g lan d , w h ic h  g o t it fro m  
the Druids, w ho  g o t it  f ro m  th e  R o m a n  p a 
gans.
But w hat difference d o es  it m a k e  W H E R E  
we got it? T h e  idea b e h in d  it is to  h o ld  o n e  
festival of u n re s tra in e d  jo y  a n d  a ltru is m  as 
between m orta l peop les. A n d  if w e  co u ld  
not do tha t in  c o m m e m o ra tio n  o f  th e  S a v 

io r ’s b irth , p ra y  w h e n  in  th e  w h o le  y e a r  
cou ld  w e  do  it?
W h e re  h a v e  w e ev er g o tte n  th e  idea th a t th e  
E ld er B ro th e r  w as  ev er a  m orb id , pallid , 
lu g u b rio u s  in d iv idua l, w ith o u t a  sp a rk  o f

jo y  o r h u m o r in  H is 
sy stem , w h o  w e n t 
a b o u t G alilee, S am a ria  
a n d  Ju d e a  w eep in g  or 
ex co ria tin g  to  sav e  th e  
w o rld  fro m  its “ s in ” ? 
W h y  shou ld  it p ro 
fo u n d ly  shock  a  cer
ta in  b reed  o f n o m in a l 
C h ris tia n  to  consider 
th e  G re a t A v a ta r  of 
G alilee  te lling  a  m ir th 
fu l jo k e ?  T ru e , w h a t

ev e r  je s tin g s  H e  m a y  h av e  in d u lged  in p ro b 
a b ly  h ad  sm all w o r th  fo r p re se rv a tio n  u p  
th e  c en tu rie s , b u t  th a t  is n o  reaso n  to  c o n 
sider th a t H is  sense  o f m o rta l v a lu es  d id  n o t 
le t H im  see th e  com ic o r lud ic rous in  h u 
m a n  n a tu re  a t  tim es.
C h ris tia n ity  too  lo n g  h as  been  a  re lig ion  o f 
so rro w  a n d  sadness, o f rep ressio n , den ial 
a n d  m aso ch is tic  sacrifice. F o r th is  w e  hav e  
h ad  th e  Ju d a is ts  to  th a n k — th a t s tran g e  
n o s ta lg ic  peop le  w h o se  idea o f a good  tim e 
is to  ho ld  a  c o m m u n ity  session  a t  th e  W a il
in g  W all.
I sn ’t it a b o u t tim e  to  ta k e  th e  “ w a il” from  
C h ris tia n ity  a n d  th e re b y  m ak e  it A ry a n ?  
W h a t is th e re  in  C h ris tia n ity  th a t savo rs  o f 
g rie f?

^ H R I S T M A S ,  in  o th e r  w o rd s, w ith  its 
o rig in  lo st in a n tiq u ity  a n d  theo log ica l 

d isp u ta tio n , is a  season  w h ich  exp resses  o u r 
o w n  n o tio n s  o f w h a t re lig ion  shou ld  be  like 
if w e  cou ld  escape  th e  th ra lld o m  o f th e  san c
tim o n io u s  theo log ica l sem inaries . It reflects 
th e  in s tin c tiv e  peop le  th a t w e  a re  .
A s  fo r th e  C h ris t h im se lf, w h o se  b irth d ay  
w e  th u s  ce leb ra te , it w o u ld  seem  to  be 
e n o u g h  w ith  H im  th a t w e  give o v er one  
w e e k  in each  y e a r  to  H is su p e rn a l ro le  
a m id s t w o rld ly  n a tio n s  an d  ex p ress  o u r  
fee lings in  ch ee rfu l reve lry , g ifts  b e tw een  
lo v ed  o n es— n o t fo rg e ttin g  th e  little  chil
d re n — a n d  sim ple  g ra titu d e  th a t w e  h av e  
b een  p ro v id ed  w ith  a n  E lder B ro th e r in  th is  
m u n d a n e  fo res t o f w oes a t  all.
L e t u s  leave  it a t th a t .
A f te r  all, C h ris tm as  lives an d  is p rese rv ed  
so lely  in  te rm s  of its h u m a n  re la tionsh ip s . 
M a n y  a  lo n e ly  soul on  each  Y u le tid e  E ve, 
g ra sp s  th a t p o ig n a n t fac t to  su rfe it . .
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9  What is Your Conception of the Christ? 
Here is a Famous Editorial that Has 
Significance in a Yuletide Issue . .

The Man Whose Birthday 
I Commemorate on Christmas..

-1EY tell m e th a t m y  L o rd  
p aused  across fro m  Je ru sa lem  
a n d  sa t u p o n  a  hill. T w ilig h t 
had  curd led  an d  so litude  e n 
veloped H im . H e  saw  the  
house-lam ps of th e  h o t c ity  

gleam . H e  saw  th e  gates, an d  m e n ’s h earts , 
close u p o n  th e ir privacies.
E vensong  died.
T h e  n igh t took  its ow n.
H is lips k n ew  a sigh an d  H is eyes k n ew  a 
softness. B u t in  th a t so ftn ess  w as  a n  
anguish , for H e  felt H im self sh u t o u t a n d  
H is m inistries rebuked .
T h ey  tell m e th a t H e cried  as one  in  to r 
m e n t: “ O  Je ru sa lem ! Je ru sa lem ! H o w
oft w ou ld  I hav e  ga th e red  y o u  as  a  h e n  
g a th e re th  h e r chicks b e n e a th  h e r w ings, b u t 
ye  w ou ld  n o t!”
A n d  H is h e a r t k n ew  an  em p tiness . H is 
S p irit w as a  w ilderness w h ere  no  lov ing  
th in g  m oved.
It is conceivable H e  w ep t.
Je ru sa lem  sh u t h er ga tes an d  set o u t th e  
even ing  lam p  b efo re  her w horedom s, caring  
n o t a sou fo r th e  lonely  W a tc h e r  on  th e
hill.
T h e  tim es k n ew  abasem en t.
A nd  the  W atch e r of E te rn ity  sh riveled  in 
H is sp irit an d  could  n o t be  com forted . T h is  
they  tell m e o f m y  L ord.
1 re fu se  to  believe it!

D E R H A P S  H e cam e u p o n  Je ru sa lem , yes. 
*■  P erh ap s th e  da rk n ess  cau g h t H im . P e r 
haps th e  gates of th e  c ity  w ere  sh u t b e fo re  
H is com ing. P e rh ap s  H e  sa t u p o n  a  hill 
and  pondered  on  Jerusa lem .
B ut H is sp irit k n ew  no  an g u ish  w ith  th e  
vau lt of s tars  above H im . H e  could  n o t feel 
shu t o u t w ith  th e  w orld  sp read  o u t a ro u n d  
H im .
For in  H is sp irit H e  w as K ing!

N o K in g  g iv e s  g lo v e  to  a n g u ish  w hen  soli
tu d e  e n v e lo p s  h im . F o r  so litude  is the 
b re a th  o f  K in g s , it is th e ir  a rm o r and  their 
S c rip tu re . T h e y  k n o w  a  g re a t weakness, 
b u t  th e y  g ra s p  a  g re a t  v a lo r.
N ig h t is th e ir  sp le n d o r. T h e y  seize upon 
it e ag e rly  fo r G o d  H im se lf  w a lk s  in the gar
d en  o f H is  w o rld  in  th e  coo lness  of the day. 
T h e y  w a it a n d  m e e t G o d .
T h e y  d iscu ss  m e n  to g e th e r .
L o n g  is th e ir  c o u n se lin g  a n d  eager their 
ta rry in g .
M y L o rd  sa t u p o n  a  hill ac ro ss  from  Jeru
sa lem  a n d  H is  b o so m  w as  w racked  by 
th o u g h ts  o f  G re a t  P ro je c ts . H e  opened  His 
h e a r t to  th e  im m e n s itie s  o f d istance. He 
to o k  n o te  o f th e  g n a t th a t  w in g ed  in the 
coo lness. H e  b eh e ld  H is  h e a v e n ly  Father 
in  th e  g n a t .
T h e  c ity  w a s  a  b lu r .
T h e  sw a llo w  th a t  m a d e  h e r  n es t in the 
c h im n e y -p o ts  to o k  n o te  o f th e  W atcher, 
a n d  in  th a t  th e  sw a llo w  to o k  n o te  of Him, 
H e  b lessed  it .

/ ''A N L Y  th o se  w h o  w o u ld  ch ide  th e  Infinite, 
h iv e  th e m se lv e s  in  c ities. It is nothing 

to  be  s h u t o u t f ro m  th e  p lay th in g -co ts  of 
ch ild ren . T h e  w o rld  in  th e  g loam ing  is the 
b id  u n to  a n  A lta r .
M y L o rd  lo o k e d  ac ro ss  f ro m  Jeru sa lem  as 
a m o n a rc h  o f g re a t d es tin ie s  gazes from  a 
tu rre t .
H e  cou ld  n o t b e  th in k in g  in  te rm s  of rejec
tions, fo r re je c tio n s  c o n c e rn  th e  paltry 
p rides  o f L ittle  M en . T h e y  k n o w  the  b it
te rn e ss  o f c o n ce its  re b u ffe d  because  they 
com e k n o c k in g  a n d  th e  d o o r ho lds no  lamp. 
G re a t sou ls  seek  th e  p o ise  o f N a tu re ’s u n 
d e rs ta n d in g s , th e y  o p e n  th e  treasu re-chests  
o f w itch eries , th e y  love  a  H ig h  S ta r  in that 
it is h igh .
T h e re  is a  tim e  w h e n  m e n  rev ile  them selves
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with longings. T h e y  s tra in  a t  th e  h a rn e s s  
of earthly c ircum scrip tions. A n  in se c t d is 
turbs them  and  p ro m p ts  th e m  in to  b la sp h e 
mies.
The G reat Soul m e llow s a s  th e  o rg a n  o f  th e  
sunset rolls its L ost C h o rd  th ro u g h  th e ir  
Godhead.
Men go to and  fro  seek in g  tre a su re . T h e y  
only glance u p w a rd  to  sa v e  th e m se lv e s  
from stum blings. T h e y  do  n o t g lim p se  th e  
Infinite from  choice a lone . T h e y  m a k e  a  
pottage ou t o f liv in g — w h e re u p o n  th e y  
grieve.
Great Souls do n o t g rieve .
Grief is a p ro jec tio n  o f  se lf-p ity .
My Lord could n o t p ity  H im se lf . H is  y e a rs  
were too vast in  ce lestia l e n n o b le m e n ts .

]W[Y LO R D  k n e w  th a t  m e n  m u s t w o rk  o u t 
A their w eav ings. H e  k n e w  th a t  th e  race  

must consult its o w n  fo llies, th a t  y e a rs  do  
not give reason , n o r  le n g th  o f  y e a rs  g iv e  
wisdom. O n ly  as m e n  c lim b  do  th e y  g ra sp  
the beauty  o f h igh  ta b le la n d s  w h e re  d is 
tances are b lu rred  a n d  eag les  sc re a m  a t  r a n 
dom.
He knew  th a t m a n k in d  h a d  a  C u p  to  qu aff, 
a Rosary to  co u n t, a n  E d g e  to  s h a rp e n  on  
the w hetstone o f e x p e rien c in g s .
How could H e  be  so rry  th a t  eac h  so u l h a d  
its destiny? H o w  cou ld  H e  b e  sa d d e n e d  
that clowns did n o t g a in  w its  f ro m  h e a r in g  
lusty serm ons? T h e  e a r th  w a s  th e  F a th e r ’s 
and the fullness th e re o f . S u re ly  H e  fe lt n o  
urge tow ard cosm ic sa tis fa c tio n s  th a t  p o te n 
tates w ere v a lo ro u s— w h e n  v a lo r  b e c a m e  
their strategies— m o re  th a n  H e  to sse d  H is  
sop to logic th a t m a n  m u s t b e  th e  p la y th in g  
in a battledoring  o f m a rty rs .
My Lord knew  th e  w o rld  u n to  w h ic h  H e  
had com e!

JE R U S A L E M  w as q u ie t.
J  A  katyd id  called. A  k id  b le a te d  so m e 
where. M en to o k  th e ir  le isu re , a  ch ild  w a s  
given the b reast. O v e r  o n  th e  h ill, th e  
W atcher sat p o n d e rin g .
He pondered h o w  H e  m ig h t b e s t se rv ice  
those w ho needed  H is  d o c tr in e s  o f  c o m p a s 
sion, bu t H is g re a tn e ss  la y  in  th e  a sp ira tio n  
that no m an  sh o u ld  k n o w  th e  e x te n t o f 
His m inistries.
To redress, to  en n o b le , to  p u t  v a s t t ru th s  
within the lips o f o th e rs , to  w r ite  a  G re a t 
Song b u t n o t to  s ing  it, to  d e e p e n  th e  c o s 
mic satisfactions b y  g re a t la b o rs  p e rfo rm e d  
while the p ro fiters  s lu m b e re d , to  s ta g e  th e

D ra m a  o f th e  A e o n s  b u t to  let each  ac to r 
th in k  his ro le h is o w n  . . such  w e re  H is  c o n 
ce rn m e n ts .
H e  n eed ed  n ig h t’s d a rk n ess  to  c loak  H is 
o w n  g rea tn ess . A n d  th e  n ig h t w as  p ro p iti
ous w ith  rich  sa lu ta tio n s .
H e  w as  g lad  to  be  a lone , th a t o u t o f  th e  
w e ll-sp rin g s  o f H is sp irit m ig h t g u sh  a  n ew  
fo u n ta in , re la x in g  H is energ ies, ch eering  
H is  s triv in g s.
M y  L o rd  d id  n o t m o p e  u p o n  a  h illside, so b 
b in g  to  H im se lf th a t H e  w o rk ed  in fu tilities. 
I w ill n o t  h a v e  it so!
T o o  m a n y  g re a t m o rta ls  h a v e  I m e t a n d  b e 
held  th e ir  la m b e n t g lance  w h e n  h igh  p lans  
w e re  m a tu r in g .
T h e  g re a te r  th e  w ild e rn ess , th e  m ore  sp len 
d o rfu l th e  c o m p an y . T h e  s to u te r  th e  h eart, 
th e  g re a te r  th e  a n th e m  . . p layed  on  th e  
sp ir it w h e n  Q u ie t is m igh ty .
It w as  fittin g  th a t m y  L o rd  shou ld  h av e  
sp e n t H is  n ig h t u p o n  a  su m m it.
R o o fs  w o u ld  h a v e  sm o th e red  H im  .

E T  M E  h e a r  no  m o re  o f m y  w eak lin g  
L ord , sn iv e lin g  in  H is  sleeve w h e n  m e n ’s 

p la n s  w e n t ag a in s t H im , c rin g in g  in  s ta tu re  
a n d  co m p la in in g  o f desertions.
M y L o rd  w as  a  G o d !
L e t m e a lw ay s  see H im  as G e n tle m a n  U n 
a fra id , c o n s tru c tin g  g rea t 
issues, en co m p assin g  fa r 
m arch es , seek in g  no  m a n ’s 
tr ib u te , b eg g in g  n o  m a n ’s 
h a n d , e ith e r  fo r o r ag a in s t 
H im .
H e  h a d  H is  w o rk  to  do, a n d  
d id  it. H e  k n e w  th a t o th e r  
m e n  h a d  th e ir  labo rs also, 
th a t  all w e re  n o t m essiahs 
— th e  e a rth -sc h em e  could  
Snot h a v e  it. H e  b ro u g h t 
a  chalice  u n to  th e  w orld , 
a n d  w ith in  it se t a  goblet.
H e  b a d e  m a n k in d  d rink .
B u t th e  h a n d  th a t he ld  it 
o u t sh o w ed  th e m  n o  fingers 
g ilded  w ith  g lass jew els.
H e  tro d  s tu rd ily , even ly .
N a u g h t cou ld  u p se t H im .
H e  m e t th e  lion  an d  th e  
w ren , a n d  gav e  th e m  b o th  
H is  b lessing .
H is  sh o u ld e rs  w e re  b road .
H e  cou ld  lau g h  a t  a p le as- ' 
a n try .
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H e looked upon  the  w orld  an d  said , “ I m u s t 
so live M y life th a t if all o th e r m e n  w e re  
like un to  Me, the  ea rth  w o u ld  ho ld  no  
P rob lem .”
Even death  could  n o t b lanch  H im .

•“T H E Y  tell m e th a t s to rm y  seas obeyed  
H im . Is th e re  m arve l in th a t?  . . H e

com m anded H is ow n  sp irit an d  th e  w e a th 
ers bow ed in  reverence. H e  o p en ed  th e  
floodgates of H is w ra th  on  M am m o n , b u t 
H is s tren g th  w as confined  to  u p se ttin g  of 
tables.
H e  took  a child u p o n  H is k n ee  a n d  b lessed  it 
— perhaps H e  adm ired  th e  rag  a b o u t its 
finger—yet H e ta lked  to  th e  h a rlo t in  te rm s 
of her charges.
T h ere  w as g raciousness in b o th !
Y et L ittle  M en have  p a in ted  m e H is p o r
tra it. T h ey  have  w h ittled  H im  d ow n  to  th e  
scope of the ir te rro rs . T h e y  h av e  offered 
m e H is figure, bow ed  u p o n  a hill, p u t b lis t
ers on his f e e t . . or hav e  sen t H im  to a fu n e r 
al to sob a t L az a ru s’ corpse.
A t the  scene in th e  G arden , H e  finds tired  
folk sleeping. H is co m p la in t is th e  co m 
p la in t of L ittle  M en. In sim ilar p red ica 
m ent, they  w ou ld  long  fo r com pan ionsh ip .

A ND then  th e  C ross! . . .
■‘ ‘ 'W a s  it a th ing  of w ood, to  tilt w ith  th e  
w eigh t of a  sallow  body?  D id H e w alk  to 
w ard  it w ith  a  h a ltin g  in H is knees, H is lip  
persp iring , a  sicken ing  curd le  in  H i s  
s tom ach  as H e  felt H is robes je rk ed  from  
H im ? Y et those  w ou ld  have  been  th e  L ittle  
M en ’s reactions.
I behold  m y  L ord  s tepp ing  w ith  calm , m a 
jestic  s tride  u p  to  th a t m eeting  w ith  H is des
tiny .
H e w ore H is nakedness w ith  d ign ity .
I see m igh ty  m uscles sw elling  d ow n  H is 
a rm s— arm s th a t m igh t have  felled in c o n 
te s t an y  soldier w earin g  C aesa r’s b re a s t
plates.
1 d iscern  H im  n o tin g  a frig h ten ed  b a b y ’s 
cry  am ong  those  aw estru ck  w atch ers, a  cry  
m o ther-hushed  as th e  soldiers w ere  h an d ed  
the  spikes o f Jew ish  lecheries.
1 see m y  L ord  lay ing  H im self d ow n  g race
fully, as H e  had  been  g rac ious in all o th e r 
acts of life. It w as the  body  o f a m arch er on  
hard  roads th a t ba lanced  itse lf for na iling  on  
th a t crude particu lum .
T h e  R om an  soldier did n o t h av e  to  y a n k  o u t 
H is arm  to stra ig h ten  it an d  p in  it w ith  h is 
knee. M y L ord  s tre tch ed  o u t H is ow n  arm ,

o f  a  fe a rle ss  se lf-v o litio n . H e m ight have 
s tu d ie d  th e  so ld ie r ’s face  w ith  in terest as the 
s e rv ito r  o f  C a e sa r  k n it  h im se lf to do the 
he llish  h a m m e rin g .
T h e re  w a s  o n e  lo n g  b re a th  th a t conquered 
P a in !
T h e  R o m a n  so ld ie rs  s tra in e d  beneath  the 
C ro ss, to  g e t it f ro m  th e  g ro u n d  and keep 
its  b u rd e n  b a la n c e d .
T h a t  w a s  th e  firs t in s ta n t  o f m y  L ord’s As
cen s io n . D o u b tle ss  H e  p itied  them , going 
to  su ch  c h ild ’s p la y  to  p ro v e  th a t m en were 
m o rta l.
T h e  w o r ld  h a s  p ity  fo r  a  w ounded  body 
d ro o p in g  f ro m  c ro ssed  tim b ers— for that is 
th e  w a y  o f  th e  w o rld , to  consider only the 
m a n g lin g  th a t  is p h y sica l.
D o u b tle ss  m y  L o rd  w a s  g lad  th a t the earthly 
e n c a se m e n t w a s  e n d in g  n o w  in V ictory. He 
w a s  free  a t  la s t to  go  a n d  com e upon  more 
tre n c h a n t b u s in e ss .
It is a n  a n n o y in g  th in g  to  b e  a  hum an .
Its  lu x u rie s  a re  so  ta w d ry , its  ecstasies com
p o u n d e d  o f  su c h  sp ec io u s  necrom ancies. 
M y L o rd  w a s  re a d y  fo r th e  V a s te r  Mission!

|W [Y  L O R D  w a s  a  G o d !
H e  sa t o n  a  h ill o v e rlo o k in g  the  city 

an d  sa id : J e ru sa le m , it goes w ell w ith  thee.
I am  h a p p y  in  th y  c o m m o n n e ss . T h o u  art 
liv ing  th y  life  a n d  th y  d a y  h a th  b e e n  goodly. 
T h o u  h a s t k n o w n  th e  sw e a t o f toil. Thou 
h a s t b a rg a in e d  a n d  m a d e  p ro fit. W h a t doth 
it m a tte r  th a t m a n k in d  p re fe r re th  th e  shekel 
to  th e  se rm o n ?  T h o u  h a s t u sed  th y  C on
sc iousness. E x p e rie n c e  h a th  com e to  thee. 
T o m o rro w  in th e  y e a rs  th o u  sh a lt rise unto 
b e a titu d e s . M a y h a p  I shall com e again  and 
find th e  c h a n tin g  o riso n s . S o  ta k e  th y  sleep, 
Je ru sa le m . L ea v e  M e to  M y ponderings. 
I sit h e re  in th e  N ig h t a n d  p lan  m an sio n s for 
th y  p o p u lace . Y e t w h e n  it b e h o ld e th  them , 
it shall n o t k n o w  w h o  b u il t th em . Their 
g race  shall b e  M y  re c o m p e n se , th y  jo y  M ine 
e x a l ta t io n !”
T h u s  m y  L o rd  w o u ld  h a v e  sa id—because 
H e  w as  a  M an!
A n d  n ig h t w o u ld  h a v e  m a n tle d  H im  . . .
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*5 Here is the climactic chapter in “The Door 
to Revelation”— the autobiography of 
the Editor of The Galilean— a Personal 
Yuletide Attestment . .

A  Near-View of the 
Great Galilean on a 

W estern Desert Pullman

N E M O R E  ep iso d e  I h a v e  to  
reco rd  b e fo re  I c lose  th is  s e 
quence . <| A g a in  it c o n c e rn s  
th e  S p irit. A ll th ro u g h  m y  
b o y h o o d  I h a d  b e e n  re lig io u s  
b u t n e v e r  th eo lo g ica l. If I 

thought of th e  A fte r- life  in  te rm s  o f m y  
father’s dogm a, it w as  fiercely  to  re s e n t th e  
idea that I had  to  sp e n d  e te rn ity  tw a n g in g  
away on an  Irish z ith e r  o r m a y b e  ro a s tin g  
away on a griddle. F o r th e  p e rso n a l c h a r 
acter of the G re a t T e a c h e r  o f G a lilee  I h a d  
always en te rta in ed  a  f ra te rn a l lo v in g  re v e r
ence. B ut th e re  w as  n o th in g  e ith e r  re lig i
ous or theological a b o u t it. I t w a s  a  m o re  
personal re la tionsh ip . T ru e , I d id  n o t p lace  
much stock in th e  s to ry  th a t  H e  h a d  died  
for my sins. I saw  n o  m e rit  to  m e, th a t 
anyone should  h a v e  d ied  fo r m y  s in s— no  
more than  I felt called  u p o n  to  b e  p u n ish e d  
for the sins o f o th e rs— e m p h a tic a lly  n o t 
some ancien t A d a m ! V ic a rio u s  A to n e m e n t 
was the philosoph ical escap e  o f  m o ra l w e a k 
lings from  an  eq u a lly  p h ilo so p h ica l d ile m 
ma. If I w ere  g u ilty  o f  a n y  sin s  su ffic ien t 
to m erit death , I w as  n o t a fra id  o f  d o in g  m y  
own dying.
It was not th e  C h ris t o f th e  C ro ss  th e re fo re , 
who particu larly  ap p ea led  to  m e, b u t  C h ris t 
the C ounsellor, F rien d , In s tru c to r , a n d  W is 
er Elder B ro ther. T h o u s a n d s  o f  p eo p le , I 
often told m yself, h a v e  fa llen  d o w n  e le v a 
tor-shafts, had  th e ir  legs c u t off b y  lo c o m o 
tives, sm ashed in to  h u r tl in g  m o to rc a rs  o n  
Sabbath a f te rn o o n s  a n d  flopped  a ro u n d  in 
agony on a sp h a lt p a v e m e n ts — su ffe rin g  
quite as pa in fu l d e a th s  as  b e in g  affixed  fo r

a  few  h o u rs  to  crossed  b eam s o f w ood . If 
I h a d  a n y  p en a ltie s  co m in g  to  m e, I say , I 
p re fe rre d  to  s ta n d  u p  a n d  ta k e  th e m  fo r m y 
self. . . . G o d  m a d e  m e  th a t w ay .
T h e se  u tte ra n c e s  a re  im p o rta n t becau se  of 
w h a t h a p p e n e d  o n  a  n ig h t as  I c rossed  th e  
M o jav e  D esert. . . .

D  E L IG IO N  w as  en co m p assed  fo r m e  in 
*■ E th ics. L ove  th e  L o rd  th y  G od  w ith  
all th y  h e a r t an d  w ith  all th y  soul, v e n e ra te  
a n d  e m u la te  th e  b e a u tifu l, an d  g ive th e  
o th e r  fe llow  an  ev en  b re a k — th is  to ta led  m y  
re lig io u s n o tio n s  to  th e  m o m en t, a lth o u g h  I 
p lead  g u ilty  to  b e in g  ra th e r  w eak  on  th e  
lo v in g  o f th e  L o rd  p a rt. I h ad  n ev e r m e t th e  
L o rd  u p  till th e n , n o r  seen  a n y  p a rticu la r 
re a so n  fo r s te a m in g  u p  affec tion  fo r H im . If 
H e  w as  th e  G o d  o f th e  Jew s  w h o  w ere  m a k 
in g  a  sh am b les  o f R u ss ia  a n d  a s tin k  o f H o l
ly w o o d , a n d  n a u g h t else, th e n  H e  an d  I 
cou ld  m a n a g e  to  s tag g e r a long  sep ara te ly  
fo r a little  w h ile  lo n g e r w ith o u t m u ch  m a u d 
lin  in te rc h a n g e  o f sen tim en t. W h o  w as G od , 
I say , th a t I sh o u ld  p a rticu la rly  love h im ? I 
tra n s la te d  lo v in g  G o d  w ith  th e  se ren ity  o f 
m y  ch ildhood  life in th e  v illage o f E ast T e m 
p le to n  on  su m m e r S u n d a y  m orn ings. A ll the  
sam e, I h ad  read  e n o u g h  o f th e  N eo -P la ton - 
is ts  to  rea lize  th a t m a n ’s days w ere  few  in 
n u m b e r  an d  w h en  his b o d y  died, it cou ld  be 
a  long , long  tim e to  R esu rrec tio n . M aybe 
I w as  ra ised  a t  th e  la st tru m p  an d  m a y b e  I 
w a s n ’t. A  lo t d epended  on  w ho  tru m p e d  
th e  tru m p .
T h is  w as  th e  co n d itio n  o f m y  h e a r t an d  
m in d  re lig iously , d esp ite  m y  h y p e rd im e n -
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sional experience in M ay, in b idd ing  H e len  
goodbye a t the  tra in , w av in g  ad ieu  to  A1 
B urke w ith  L aska b e tw een  b o th  o f th e m  in  
the seat of m y roadster a t th e  P a sa d e n a  s ta 
tion , and  being  rolled sm o o th ly  d o w n  
th rough  the  o range g roves to w ard  S an  B e r
nard ino  an d  C ajon  Pass.
It w as th e  fall of th e  year, th e  eu c a ly p tu s  
trees w ere  g row ing  h eav y  an d  lea th e ry , 
C alifo rn ia  w as as sear from  its u su a l s u m 
m e r’s b u rn in g  as a cheap  cigar. W e  go t 
dow n a round  th e  San  B ernard ino  cu rv e  in  
la te afte rn o o n , puffed u p  th e  P ass  an d  
gained  to  V ictorv ille . E as tw ard  fo r a  
day  and  a n igh t th en  s tre tch ed  th e  M ojave  
D esert— th a t v a s t sp read  o f sand, em p tiness  
and  color th a t bou n d  th e  S ierra  M adres to  
the  C olorado R ockies. I had  m ade th e  tr ip  
a dozen tim es before. N ot u n til th e  su n  
sank  and  the  long  lines o f s lan tin g  b e a u ty  
pain ted  th e  M ojave w ith  n ecrom ancy , d id I 
lay  aside m y  book  an d  s ta re  th ro u g h  th e  
w indow s.

T he  w orld  w as exqu isite  as 1 w a tch e d  th e  
first s tars  of even ing  com e ou t. T h e  m o u n 
ta ins w ere n o t m o u n ta in s , th ey  w ere  su m 
m its of hazy  up lands seen  in  d ream s, m ade  
m erely  to  catch  su p ern a l color an d  caress it. 
It w as as th o u g h  G o d  had  said, “ See w h a t I 
can do! . . . D o you  like i t ? ” A n d  w h en  
one exclaim ed a t it, H e  said, “ W a it a  m o 
m en t, le t m e show  you  som eth in g  e lse ,” an d  
H e tried  a n o th e r lav ish  sp lash  o f tin ts  an d  
shades th a t did som eth ing  m ore  th a n  im 
p inge on  the  eye— it trem o red  th e  soul.
T h e  even ing  w ore  on, th e  m oon  cam e up , 
the  desert g rew  chill— I k n ew  from  th e  
breezes, sm oke-scented , th a t cam e in b e 
n ea th  the  screens. A  g rea t ocean  o f ochre  
vacu ity , th e  landscapes n ow  w ere, w ith  an  
ebon v au lt over them  w h ere  th e  s ta rs  sagged  
dow n b y  reason  of the ir w eigh t. E igh t 
o ’clock cam e, n ine, ten . I had  gone fo rw ard  
in to  th e  club car a f te r  d inner. T h is  coach 
n ow  em ptied .
S oftly , soo th ing ly , th e  g rea t tra in  clicked 
along th ro u g h  th e  void o f arid ity , past m es- 
qu ite  and  lava ash , th ro u g h  th o rn  an d  
yucca. T h e  m o u n ta in s  had  gone  to  sleep, 
their b lanke ts  deep  m auve. T h e  tra in  ran  
so steadily  th a t the  coaches scarcely  sw ayed. 
I rem em ber th a t th e  neg ro  p o rte r  cleaned  
the car for th e  n igh t an d  tu rn e d  o u t som e 
lights. I sa t b row sing  over E m erson . T h e  
po rter finally w en t back  th ro u g h  th e  tra in .

I w a s  n o w  th e  so le  o c c u p a n t o f th a t big for
w a rd  co ach .
T h e n  th is  th in g  h a p p e n e d ! . . .
I h a d  c o m e  to  a  c e r ta in  p ag e  in Em erson’s 
w o n d ro u s  e ssa y  o n  th e  O v er-sou l. I had 
lo w e re d  m y  b o o k . . . . W h a t w as the 
O v e r-so u l?  . . .  W a s  th e re  a vast, brood
ing , b e n e v o le n t C o n sc io u sn e ss  th a t wrapt 
all h u m a n ity  in  I ts  h e a r t?  I asked. I 
a sk e d  e a rn e s tly . I w a n te d  a n  answ er.
I w a s  n o t a s leep . I w a s  e x p ec tin g  w hat dra
m a tic a lly  tra n s p ire d .
It seem e d  as th o u g h  th a t  en tire  club coach 
w as  filled  w ith  a  P re se n c e !
T w ic e  la te r  in  m y  life  I w o u ld  know  that 
v ib ra tio n , th a t  s tu p e n d o u s  an d  stunning 
flash  o f  p ro x im ity  to  th e  O v er-so u l in Real. 
T h is  w a s  th e  firs t tim e . M y  w hole  being 
p a u se d
I d id  n o t se n se  th e  c a r  a b o u t m e. I w as un
m in d fu l w h e re  I w as . W h e th e r  physically 
a lo n e  o r  w ith  te n  th o u s a n d  persons, would 
h a v e  m a d e  n o  d iffe ren ce . I cou ld  no t have 
b een  a lo n e  in  th o se  m o m e n ts .
O u t  o n  a  d e s e r t  o f  th e  g re a t sou thw est, on 
a  tra in  w in d in g  c a re fu lly  th ro u g h  the starlit 
b e a u ty  o f th e  n ig h t, I su d d e n ly  k new  some
th in g , s o m e th in g  tre m e n d o u s !  . . .
J e su s  ca lled  C h ris t w a s  n o t a  S ab b ath  myth!

T IG H T , it w as , th a t  to ld  m e  . . .  a flood 
■*-"J o f v a s t R a d ia n c e  im m e rs in g  m y  soul, a 
fo u n t c ry s ta l c lear, s e n su o u s  as flam e, pure 
as  a  m o u n ta in  o f  g re e n  ice, lam b en t as a 
n e w -b o rn  s ta r , o ld  as  E te rn a l T im e  out of 
th e  cache  o f  th e  a e o n s , d e a r  as  m y  m other’s 
sacrifice, te n d e r  as  a  w o m a n ’s devotion, 
h igh  as th e  d iz z ie s t c ru x  o f  th e  zenith . 
Je su s  called  C h ris t w a s  n o t a  S ab b a th  myth! 
H e  w as  n o t a  th e o lo g ica l p o s tu la tio n . He 
w as  n o t th e  G u e ss  o f p o n d e ro u s  savan ts . He 
w as  n o t a n  e tc h in g  o n  th e  co p p er of the 
w h im sical. H e  w a s  n o t  sm u g  eth ics on a 
sa lver, se rv ed  w ith  c ra c k e d  ice an d  a  b it of 
p ious lem on .
H e  w as  liv in g ly , ra d ia n tly , overw helm ing ly  
real!
A  rash  cam e o n  m y  fo re a rm s  w here  m y 
sleeves w e re  ro lled  u p . M y  n eck  felt the 
b ru sh  o f  it. S h iv e rs  w e re  p la y in g  u p  my 
back , acro ss  m y  g ro in , d o w n  th e  calves of 
m y  legs. N o t sh iv e rs  o f  te rro r  b u t  im pulses 
to  sp len d o r, b e a u ty  so  h ig h  a n d  so deep  and 
so w id e  an d  so  rich  th a t  I w a n te d  to  sing 
w ith  it. . . . A ll th a t  I co u ld  do  w as to 
sw allow  in m y  th ro a t .
W h e re  h ad  I b e e n  all m y  life?  W h a t had I
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been doing w ith  m y se lf?  W h a t  so r t  o f 
truant had 1 p layed  w ith  m y  d e s tin y ?  W h a t  
sort of a com m ission  h a d  I b e e n  g iv e n , o n ly  
to doubt the O n e  w h o  h a d  g iv e n  it?
I was hot. I w as cold. I w a s  su rc h a rg e d  
with em otion. 1 w as  e m p ty  as  a  c h u rc h . I 
was never calm er in  m y  d ays.
1 had noth ing  m o re  to  w o rry  a b o u t !

P \ 0  N O T  ask  m e h o w  all th is  re a c h e d  m e.
It was to ta lly  d iffe re n t f ro m  m y  a d v e n 

ture in Seven M in u te s. T h a t  w a s  d im e n 
sional. T his w as P u re  K n o w in g . I h a d  a n  
overw helm ing flood o f s u p e rn a l C o n sc io u s 
ness, the call to  a n  e n n o b le m e n t, a  d e s ire  to  
a valor. L et th e  foo lish , th e  sq u e a m ish , th e  
little chattering  d aw s o f  m e n , p e c k  a t  m e  
curiously and  say  th a t th is  h a p p e n e d  o r  th a t  
happened, or m y  su b lim in a l se lf  p ro d u c e d  
an illusion.
It was no t illusion. It w as  M a je s ty , H u m 
ility, Desiring, A rriv in g ! It w a s  e q u ip o ise , 
heart’s ease, love ly  a c q u ie sc e n c e  to  th e  
Eternal, w h erev er a n d  h o w e v e r  th e  E te rn a l 
came in. It w as  le ttin g  d o w n , h a ltin g , e x 
quisitely re leasing . It w as  th e  fina l a n d  
ultimate cessation  o f c o n te s t.
I knew a com plete— a n  in e x o ra b le — a  t r a n s 
cendent— peace! It re a c h e d  m e, it lif ted
me, it en fo lded  a n d  ch e rish e d  m e . I say  
that it bore m e o u tw a rd  a n d  o n w a rd . B u t 
onward to  w h a t?
Jesus called C h ris t w as  n o t  a fa r  o n  so m e  
twinkling p lan e t. H e  w a s  n o t  s ta lk in g  
some theological V a lh a lla , p le a d in g  fo r  th e  
sentenced. H e w as  n e ith e r  ju d g e  n o r  a d v o 
cate. M en ju d g e d  th e m se lv es .
Jesus called C h ris t w as  a n  In fin ite  T e n d e r 
ness, yet w ith a l a  P ro u d  In te llec t, o m n ip o 
tence gone personal. I k n e w  th a t  I d id  n o t 
have to s trive  a n d  w re s tle  w ith  c a n k e r in g s  
any longer. I d id n o t n eed  to  b ra w l w ith  th e  
world, to  m ake faces a t  D e s tin y  a n d  d a re  it 
to chase m e. I w as  th e  m a n  I h a d  w a n te d  to  
be from the  first. A ll th in g s  w e re  rea l. A ll 
life was w hole. T h e  C e le s tia l F la sh  h ad  
come . . . w ith  th e  p a ss in g  o f  m e re  m in 
utes i j r
W hat w as the  O v er-so u l, in d e ed ?
The O ver-soul w as  n o t s o m e th in g  th a t  o n e  
dusted off w ith  b ro o m s  o f  p h ilo so p h y ; it 
was noth ing  to  k o d a k  a n d  se n d  a  p r in t  to  
one’s sister. It w as  a  su b lim e  se n se  o f 
knowing, in th a t o n e  w as. It w a s  liv in g  a  
part of it, b rea th in g  a  fra c tio n  o f  it, th in k in g  
the blessing o f it, p u ls in g  as th e  a c o rn  o f  life 
within the a ll-en fo ld in g  tre e  o f  it.

C h ris t w as. I w as. T h e re  w as n o th in g  m o re  
to  fre t ab o u t. If su ch  w e re  P a tm o s , th e n  
I k n e w  h o w  S t. J o h n  fe lt a b o u t it w h e n  he 
re tu rn e d  fro m  his is land  a n d  b e th o u g h t h im  
to  w r ite  a  B ook  u p o n  it b e fo re  th e  deta ils  
s lipped  h is m e m o ry .

C T A R S  a n d  n ig h ts , a n d  
th in g s  fo rg o tte n  an d  

th in g s  k n o w n ! . . . L oveli
n ess  b e y o n d  d escrip tion , 
sw e e t te a rs  a n d  sw ee te r 
b le ss in g s  fro m  th o se  w h o  
in  b less ing  fo re v e r  bless 
so ftly !  . . . N igh ts  a n d  s ta rs , 
a n d  ra d ia n t b e a titu d e s  
tre m o rin g  fro m  th e  g a l
ax ies! . . . C h a rm ed  p a te r 
n o s te rs , b a lm s, b a lsam s, a n d  elix irs, m issives 
o f c o n te n tm e n t lost o n  v e rd a n t h illsides a n d  
m isn a m e d  w ild  flow ers; b ro o k s  th a t held  
w ith in  th e ir  s in g in g s th e  ro lling  p an g s  of 
o cea n s, th e  sev en  seas th em se lv es! . . . old 
d iad em s a n d  n ew  c row ns, argosies, ecstasies!
. . . O n e  n ig h t a n d  th e  p u rity , o n e  n ig h t 
a n d  th e  T ra n s itio n , o n e  n ig h t an d  th e  e te r
n a l m a je s ty  o f old w orld s  go ing  o u t an d  new  
w o rld s  co m in g  in! . . . th e  zen ith  a n d  the  
rich n ess  o f it, th e  d is ta n ce  a n d  th e  m usic  o f 
it!  . . . O n e  N igh t o f R ev e la tio n !
O n c e  th e re  w as  a  S ta r, an d  once  th e re  w as 
a  M a n g e r . . . once  th e re  w ere  W ise  M en 
. . . o n ce  th e re  w ere  sh ep h erd s  . . . O nce  
th o se  sh ep h e rd s  w a tch e d  th e ir  flocks, an d  
th e  h ills a n d  th e  m u rm u rin g  pools w ere  
p re g n a n t. . . . S u d d en ly  w as  m usic! . . . 
T h e  w h o le  w o rld  ra n g  w ith  i t ! . . . A ngels  
c ra sh ed  a n  a n th e m  an d  it flooded u p  th e  
eons. . . . “P eace  on  e a rth !  E n lig h te n 
m e n t!  G o o d  w ill to w ard  all th o se  w ho  be
ho ld  w ith  C lear V is io n !”
I k n e w  it all now . It w as  c lear a n d  u n ta r 
n ished , a n d  u p lif tin g , an d  tr iu m p h a n t . . . 
w ith a l it w as  T ra n q u illi ty  ra ised  to  th e  m is
sion  o f a  m illen n iu m , th e  su rre n d e r  to  P a ti
ence , th e  acco lade o f M astersh ip .
D o  n o t try  to  tell m e o f T h e  C a rp e n te r ! . . . 
I fe lt H im  in q u irin g  fo r m e. . . . 1 
b re a th e d  in  H is nob ility . . . .
P a tm o s  on  a  P u llm an ?
P erh ap s . P e rh ap s . S tra n g e r  th in g s  h av e  
h ap p en e d , a n d  m en  h av e  n o t m arveled .
It w as  S p irit T r iu m p h a n t be liev ing  its ow n. 
T h e  C ycle  h a d  m a n eu v ered .
I h ad  fo u n d  a  N ew  Silence. . . .
I h a d  g o n e  th ro u g h  th e  D oor! . . .
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<1 If You Attained to the Status of a God in 
Your Own Right, Would You Still Do 
Your “Worshiping” in the Same Mor
tal Devoutness? . .

Should Ignorance Be the Parent 
of Celestial Awe and Worship?

T  IS A  fact, d e m o n stra te d  o n  
every  h an d , th a t th e  th in g  a 
p e rso n  d o esn ’t u n d e rs ta n d , he  
fears.
L ooked  a t th e  o th e r w ay  
abou t, w h en ev e r you  o r a n y  

o the r person  fears a th ing , it is p u re ly  an d  
definitely  because its n a tu re  o r im p o rt 
baffles you  or him . N obody fears a  th in g  
w hich he know s all a b o u t ; it conveys as w ell 
th a t h u m a n  in g en u ity  is such  th a t it w ill 
sidestep, avoid , o r tran sce n d  w h a te v e r  fe a 
tu res m ay  ap p ea r to  be h a rm fu l— or it m ay  
also be said  th a t k n o w in g  all ab o u t a  th in g  
perm its  us to  superv ise  its exerc ise  or e x 
pression  so th a t ba lefu l effects m ay  be  cir
cum ven ted .
H u m a n  beings, over vast periods of cosm ic 
tim e, going in  an d  o u t of m orta l bodies, 
have  com e to  recognize th a t co n tac t w ith  
an y  sort of n a tu ra l force or m echan ical 
process of itse lf w as n o t in ju rious , b u t  th e  
hum an  b e in g ’s m a n n e r o f invo lv ing  h im self 
in re la tion  to  it w as so in ep t a n d  a rtless  th a t 
dam age invariab ly  resu lted  from  it.
If th e  precise n a tu re  of th e  fo rce o r process 
w as com plete ly  u n d ers to o d , th e  w ill to  su r 
vive in an  u n d am ag ed  fo rm  w o u ld  decree 
th a t th e  co n tac t be  m an ag ed  in such  a  w ay  
th a t destruc tion  o f an y  ty p e  w as im possible. 
A s such u n d ers tan d in g  is chiefly  derived  
from  ex p erim en tin g , h ow ever, an d  as ex- 
perim en tings can be  costly  to  th e  p o in t of 
fa ta lity , m an  in su res h im self ag a in st h a rm  
by  lay ing  dow n a law  to  h is v ig ilan t su b 
conscious. H e  says in  effect: “ C onsider
every th ing  th a t h as  n o t b een  ex p erim en ted  
w ith , to  be  d estruc tive  in  som e fo rm  an d  
the re fo re  to  be  sh u n n ed  till its n a tu re  is 
k n o w n .”

T h is  in s tin c tiv e  s h u n n in g , p end ing  investi
g a tio n  a n d  k n o w le d g e  o f effects, is the 
th in g  k n o w n  a s  F ea r.
F e a r  is th e  c a u tio n  s ig n a l w h ich  m ind pro
v id es  o u t o f its  o w n  in ep tn ess , tha t the 
sp ir it sh a ll p ro c e e d  s lo w ly  o r n o t proceed at 
all, till th e  p o te n c ie s  o f  a  p rocess or of a 
s itu a tio n  h a v e  b e e n  d e te rm in e d  to  observ
in g  in te llig e n c e  b y  so m e  so r t o f dem onstra
tion .
T o  say  th a t  F e a r  is d esp icab le  therefore, as 
so m a n y  sh a llo w  p h ilo so p h e rs  are  w ont to 
do, is to  say  th a t  in q u ir in g  o r evo lv ing  Mind 
is d esp ica b le— o r th a t  N a tu re  herse lf is des
p icab le  b e c a u se  sh e  h a s  decreed  th a t inves
tig a tio n  a n d  e x p e r im e n ta tio n  shall act as 
th e  p re m ise  fo r a ll se lf-aw aren e ss .

E ^ E A R  th e n , is n o t  th e  tw in  b ro th e r  of self- 
A p re se rv a tio n  so  m u c h  as its  m entor, or 
its a rch itec t.
S e lf-p re se rv a tio n  b e in g  a  la w  o f Nature, 
F e a r  is th e  in s tru m e n t b y  w h ich  it is ad
m in is te red , o r ra th e r ,  th e  flanges of control 
b y  w h ich  it is ach iev ed . C o n s ta n tly  w e meet 
peop le  in  life  w h o  a re  in s tin c tiv e ly  fearful. 
T h e y  sh r in k  fro m  th is  o r th a t,  “ ju s t know 
in g ” th a t  so m e h o w  th e y  a re  b o u n d  to be 
h u r t. T h e y  a re  n e rv o u s , irritab le , w ince at 
u n d u e  n o ise  o r sh o ck , a n d  a re  so instinc
tiv e ly  tim id  th a t  w e  w a n t  to  slap  them. 
“ T h e y  h a v e  th e  b a c k b o n e  o f a  jelly-fish," 
w e  say . “ T h e y  d a re  n o t call th e ir  souls their 
o w n .”
It is tr i te  to  say  th a t  su ch  fo lk  a re  ignorant 
— in th e  o rd in a ry  sen se  o f b e in g  m entally 
s tu p id . H o rd e s  o f th e m  a re  a n y th in g  but 
s tu p id . L ik ew ise  to  te rm  th e m  “ over-sensi
tiv e ,” fa ils  to  e x p la in  th e ir  s tra n g e  behavior. 
O v e r-se n s itiv e  to  w h a t?
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The basic th ing  a iling  su ch  p e o p le — if a n y 
thing can be said  to  “ a il” th e m  a t  a ll— is a 
cosmic m em ory  o f w h a t h as  u n ifo rm ly  re 
sulted w hen th e  desire  to  a c q u ire  k n o w le d g e  
has been indu lged  in d isc re e tly , o r  a t  to o  
swift a tem po fo r th e  effects to  p ro fit easily . 
The overly-tim id sou l is o n e  th a t  in  p rio r  
mortalities has p lu n g e d  fo rw a rd  to o  re c k 
lessly or eagerly  to  in v e s tig a te  s itu a tio n s  o r 
processes th a t ap p e a re d  o n  firs t g la n c e  to  be  
rich lodes o f k n o w led g e . N o t p a u s in g , 
when pain or d e s tru c tio n  re su lte d , to  a n a 
lyze the reasons fo r su ch  im m e d ia te  effects, 
it has sw ung  to  th e  o p p o s ite  e x tre m e  a n d  
warned itself as a  g a lv an ic  t r a i t :  “ A n y th in g  
that is no t p e rfec tly  fa m ilia r  to  m e  w ill h u r t  
me, so I w ill an tic ip a te  th e  h u r t— a n d  re a c t 
with all the  sy m p to m s o f  it— b e fo re  I ac 
tually feel i t .”
It is begging th e  o b v io u s  to  say  th a t  a  p e r 
son who is n a tu ra lly  fe a r fu l h a s  b e e n  to o  
often hurt. T h a t is m e re ly  th e  m e ch an ic s  
of the process a n d  n o t its  essen ce . T h e  b e t
ter w ay to  p u t it is to  sa y  th a t  th e  p e rso n  
who is n a tu ra lly  fe a rfu l h as  b e e n  b ra s h  in  
his zeal to  fling h im se lf  a t  life  a n d  w h e n  
hurt has resu lted  h as  n o t  s to p p e d  to  g ra sp  
what w as am iss in  h is o w n  p e rfo rm a n c e , 
that it failed to  p ro fit h im  p le a su ra b ly  a s  he 
had been led to  expec t.

HTOO LO N G  h a v e  w e  g o n e  a b o u t b la s tin g  
A or censu ring  th e  tim id  as  b e in g  c o w a rd 

ly— as though  th e ir  c o w ard ic e  w a s  c rim in a l 
— when ac tually  th e  so u ls  th u s  c a s tig a te d  
have been g u ilty  o f n o th in g  w o rse  th a n  
wanting to  c lu tch  a t life  to o  g reed ily , ab so rb  
knowledge of w h a te v e r  th e  u n iv e rs e  m ig h t 
contain w ith o u t s to p p in g  to  a llo w  th e m 
selves tim e fo r p ro p e r  a ss im ila tio n  o f  th e ir  
adventurings in  e te rn ity .
If the tru th  could  be  k n o w n , th e  tim id  p e r 
son as he ap p ea rs  in a n y  c u r re n t  life, h as  
been precisely th e  o p p o s ite  o f  co w a rd ly , a n d  
is precisely th e  o p p o s ite  o f c o w a rd ly  a t  
present. H e  has “ g o tte n  th a t  w a y ” b y  t r y 
ing to heigh ten  his se lf-a w a re n e ss  a t  to o  
fast a clip, ru sh in g  in to  tu n n e ls  a n d  d es
cending dow n sh a fts  o f ex p e rie n c e s  w ith  
utter inconsequence o f re g a rd  as to  w h a t 
might result to  h is m o rta l v eh ic le , a n d  b e in g  
painfully b ru ised  a n d  b a t te re d  o n  p rin c ip le . 
And the sam e e rra tic  b e h a v io r  th a t  h as  th u s  
made him  foo lhardy , h as  s im ila rly  reac ted  
to make him  ju m p  to  th e  co n c lu s io n  th a t  no  
m atter w here h e  goes, o r w h a t  h e  essays, h e  
is bound to be in ju re d  a n y w a y , so  h e  a n tic i

p a te s  th e  in ju ry  in h is h o u rly  reac tions . 
L o o k in g  a t such  a  o n e  fro m  his lo n g  cosm ic 
reco rd , h e  sh o u ld  be m o re  co m m en d ed  th a n  
exco ria ted , m o re  ad m ired  th a n  b lam ed . A s  
a  m a tte r  o f fact, h e  sh o u ld  th e  m o re  p ro p e r
ly  be  in s tru c te d — m ad e  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t 
a n y  ex p erien ce  is v a lu ab le  on ly  as tim e-o u t 
is ta k e n  to  co n sid e r a n d  ap p ra ise  it— a n d  
sh o w n  th a t w h a t tru ly  afflicts h im  is a  
fligh ty  th o u g h tle ssn ess . H e  is tru ly  like an  
im p u ls iv e  th o u g h  no  less lovab le  p u p p y  th a t 
a t  firs t ta k es  fo r g ra n te d  th a t a n y o n e  it 
m e e ts  is its  friend . It ru n s  an d  leaps on  
such  a  one , a n d  is su rp rised  a n d  g rieved  
w h e n  its rece p tio n  is a  cuff fo r th e  m u d d y  
d a m a g e  w ro u g h t b y  its  paw s.
T h e  c u s to m a ry  reac tio n  on  such  a  p u p p y  is 
to  d ev e lo p  a  sw ift in fe r io rity  com plex , de
cide th a t all h u m a n s  m e an  cuffs on  p rin c i
p le , a n d  s ta r t  sn e a k in g  a ro u n d  co rn ers  an d  
u n d e r  chairs  w ith  its ta il b e n e a th  its legs, 
a n  u tte r ly  d isillu sioned  a n d  sp iritless  pooch. 
If it w e re  possib le  fo r th e  p u p p y  to  reason  
a t  th e  tim e  o f th e  firs t cuff ju s t w h y  it had  
b e e n  so tre a te d , o r if th e  said  pooch  cou ld  
h a v e  h ad  it exp la in ed  to  h im  in th e  p ro p e r  
d o g -lan g u a g e  th a t th e  b lo w  w as  n o t ad 
m in is te re d  fro m  b ru ta lity  b u t to  m ak e  it 
d es is t fro m  so iling  g a rm e n ts  w ith  s ta in s  
fro m  paw s, th e n  th e  p u p ’s sp irit m ig h t n o t 
b eco m e  “b ro k e n .”

L ife  itse lf, h o w ev er, in th e  case o f h u m a n s  
if n o t o f dogs, ex p ec ts  th a t som ew here  
a lo n g  th e  g a m u t o f p a in fu l experiences  th e  
c o n s ta n tly  rebu ffed  sou l w ill com e to  say  
to  itse lf: “ W h y  is such  b ru ta lity  o f rep risa l 
v is ited  on  m e a lo n e  an d  n o t on  all m y  fel
low s u n ifo rm ly . A m  I som ehow  d ifferen t 
th a n  th e y ?  If so, ju s t w h ere in , an d  h ow  
fa r  am  1 re sp o n s ib le ? ”
R ig h t, th e re , tru e  se lf-aw aren ess  is ga in in g  
to  a  b it o f th e  reco g n itio n  th a t life is p ro 
v ided  to  pe rfec t.
F e a rfu l, tim id  peop le  h av e  th e re fo re  reac ted  
to o  fa r  a n d  p e rv e rse ly  from  th e  w ho lesom e, 
e d u c a tin g  ex p erien ces  o f ex istence  a n d  re 
fu sed  to  d iscern  th a t go ing  slow er in  ex p e ri
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encing and  tak ing  m ore tim e to  co n te m p la te  
the p erm an en t gains from  each, g ives a  b a l
anced sedateness to  th e  c h a ra c te r th a t 
m akes the  approach  to  each  n ew  tria l o r a d 
ven tu re  less likely of m ishap . W e  say  th a t 
such con tem pla tion , such  po ised  re s tra in t, 
“ m akes them  less fe a rfu l.” W h a t w e  rea lly  
m ean is, th a t th e  gains fro m  p rev io u s  ad- 
v en tu rin g s h av e  been  re ta in ed , to  m a k e  th e  
approach  to  g rea te r a d v e n tu rin g s  m o re  a r t 
ful.
A n d  w h a t goes fo r th e  n a tu ra l fo rces o r 
m echanical processes in  th e  fin ite  w orld , 
applies doub ly  in  considering  th e  fe c u n d i
ties of Infinity .
For it is in  th e  considera tion  of h im se lf in  
re la tionsh ip  to  th e  fecund itie s  o f In fin ity  
th a t he evolves the  n o tions  of G od  a n d  R eli
gion.

A W E  O F  G od, so-called, is u su a lly  n a u g h t 
* *■ b u t aw e of all n a tu ra l p rocesses ta k en  
in the  accum ulate.
Som e m ig h t a rg u e  th a t th is  is n o t p rec ise ly  
correct as a conclusion , th a t aw e of G o d  is 
aw e of som e v a s t acknow ledged  C rea to r 
responsib le for the  n a tu ra l forces w h ich  
earth  exhibits. B u t a m o m e n t’s th o u g h t re 
veals th a t w e  w ou ld  gain  to  no  cogn izance  
of ho ld ing  G od  in aw e, ex cep ting  th a t w h a t 
H e set in m o v e m en t h ad  effect u p o n  us 
physically— and  th en ce  m e n ta lly  an d  sp irit
ually.
A w e of G od  w ou ld  be  b ey o n d  a n y  concep t 
of ou rs un less som eth ing  ac tu a lly  h ap p en e d  
to  us o f an  aw esom e aspect, o r so m eth in g  
exh ib ited  a n a tu re  of such  s tu p en d o u s  q u a li
ties th a t o u r ow n is d w arfed  beside it.
So really  it is the  sen sito ry  resu lt o f w h a t 
G od has w ro u g h t o r o rdained , as it inflicts 
pain  or p leasu re  on us personally , th a t g ives 
a n y  m ean ing  to  A w e a t  all.
U sua lly  in  con tem p la tin g  one  n a tu ra l fo rce  
or m echanical process, w e  feel on ly  cu ri
osity  a t its eccen tric ity  an d  p lace ou rse lves 
in  som e so rt of co n tac t w ith  it to  le a rn  w h a t 
happens. It ra re ly  occurs to  us to  m ix  G od  
up  w ith  th is sing le d em o n stra tio n . B u t th e  
m om en t w e  consider all th e  processes an d  
all the ir dem o n stra tio n s , w e  im m ed ia te ly  
are  cow ed, acknow ledge th e  M igh t th a t  is 
in  th e  un ive rse  ou tside  of ou rselves, rea so n  
th a t such M ight m u s t som ew here  an d  
som ehow  h av e  m o tivation , and  acq u ire  a 
titan ic  respect for it th a t ev en tu a lly  reso lves 
itself to  som e fo rm  of p ro p itia tion . In  th e  
day-to-day  w orld  w e  n am e th is R elig ion .

W h a t  w e  tru ly  a re  d o in g , w h e n  w e stop to 
g iv e  it th o u g h t ,  is m u te ly  bem oaning our 
o w n  little n e ss , o u r  o w n  p u n y n ess , our own 
h e lp le ssn ess , in  c o m p a riso n  to  the  bigness, 
s tre n g th , a n d  se lf-su ffic iency  o f the universe 
as  a  w h o le n e ss .
T h u s  w o rsh ip , c o n s id e re d  o f itself, is as 
m u c h  o f  a  s e lf -b e litt le m e n t as  it is of a diety 
a d u la tio n .
W h a t  w e  seem  to  b e  d o in g , w h en  perform
ing  th e  m e n ta l ex e rc ise  k n o w n  as worship, 
is n o tin g  th e  b ig n e ss  o f n a tu ra l  processes— 
w h ic h  w e  c o n s id e r  in  te rm s  o f the  Entity 
th a t  p ro je c te d  th e m — th e  p e ttin ess  of our
se lves, a n d  th e  e n d e a v o r  to  reconcile or ad
ju s t  th e  tw o  in  th e  re a lm  o f spiritual im
a g in a tio n .

^ T IN E -T E N T H S  o f w o rsh ip , in  whatever 
A ’ fo rm  w e  re g a rd  it, is P ro p itia tio n ; the 
o th e r  o n e - te n th  is p la in  A d u la tio n — feeding 
w h a t is s u p p o se d  to  b e  th e  v a in  conceits of 
th e  s u p e r io r  b e in g  in  co n sid e ra tio n  at the 
m o m e n t. T h a t  tru ly  s u p e r io r  beings have 
n o  co n ce its , h a v in g  e v o lv ed  ab o v e  them, is 
ch ild ish ly  ig n o red . T h a t  b e in g s  tru ly  worthy 
o f w o rsh ip  w o u ld  lik ew ise  be  evolved be
y o n d  all n e e d  fo r  p ro p itia tio n , is something 
th a t  is m issed  b y  m o s t p a rtie s  to  these 
p re se n ts .
O n ly  p e tty , in h ib ite d  m o rta ls , deficient in 
so m e re g a rd , fee lin g  th a t  th e y  m ay  have 
fa iled  in  th e ir  m a in  life -e rran d s , feed upon 
p la u d its , acc la im , a n d  h o sa n n a s  as some
h o w  a s su r in g  th e m  th a t  th e y  a re  im portant. 
T ru ly  im p o r ta n t  p e o p le  h a v e  need  for none 
o f th is ;  th e ir  p ro fo u n d  sp iritu a l develop
m e n t is its  o w n  c o n firm a tio n .
T h e  k in g s  o r  p o te n ta te s  o f old, w ho  struck 
off th e  h e a d s  o f  th o se  w h o  re fu sed  to bow 
o r k n ee l to  th e m , w e re  ch ild ish ly  dem on
s tra t in g  th e ir  o w n  re c o g n itio n  th a t actually 
th e y  w e re  n o  b e t te r  o r  b ig g e r th a n  other 
m en  e x c e p tin g  a s  th e y  co u ld  force the 
b o w ed  h ead  o r b e n d e d  k n e e  as index of 
th e ir  d is tin c tio n .
T h e y  w e re  o rd in a ry  m o rta ls , m a k in g  up  for 
th e ir  sp ir itu a l c o m m o n n e ss  b y  enforcing 
p o w ers  w h ich  o th e r  m e n  h a d  n o t.
T ru ly  b ig  sou ls  see  o n ly  b o m b a st in ack
n o w led g ed  m a s te rsh ip ; p r iv a te ly  they  con
sider th e ir  ro les  m e re  se rv a n tsh ip .
In s tead  o f co n ce it, th e ir  g re a t tra it is hu
m ility .
C h ris t w as  th e  e a r th ’s g re a t in s ta n ce  of itl 
T ru ly  g re a t m e n , d e fin ite  m aster-spirits, 
e ith e r fro w n  o n  su c h  c h u rlish  subservience
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or read in th e  h u z z a h s  o f  th e ir  a d u la to rs  
the secret u rg e  to  rea lize  th e m  p e rso n a lly . 
No m an ever c laps h is  h a n d s  a t  a n o th e r  
man, or cheers a t h is a p p e a ra n c e , o r s h o u ts  
in a dem onstra tion  to  “ h o n o r” h im , th a t  h e  
is not d em o n stra tin g  su b c o n sc io u s ly  h o w  
he in tu rn  w o u ld  e n jo y  b e in g  tre a te d  if 
their situa tions w e re  re v e rse d . So  th e  m a n  
who gives a n o th e r  b e in g  v o lu n ta ry  a d u la 
tion m ust like it h im se lf, s in ce  h e  is d e m o n 
strating a tra it in h is o w n  n a tu re  b y  e x p re s s 
ing it a t all.
To declare th a t G o d  w a n ts  p e rp e tu a l 
“praise” is a ssu m in g  so m e w h a t b o m b a s ti
cally tha t H e  c a n n o t b e  v e ry  fa r  re m o v e d  
above the m orta l. In  o th e r  w o rd s , G o d  
must be w h a t o u r  m o r ta li ty  d ep ic ts , ch iefly  
because w e a re  m o rta l a s  a  lim ita tio n . 
Perhaps it is tru e  th a t  G o d  n o  m o re  w a n ts  
praise from  m o rta ls  th a n  a  h u m a n  b e in g  
hurrying to  fill a  g ro c e ry  b a s k e t w a n ts  
“praise” from  th ree  th o u s a n d  a n ts  jo u rn e y -  
along a ru t in  th e  b rick s  o f  th e  s id ew alk .
The really deve loped  m a n  is a  trifle  b o re d  
by praise— p raise  fo r its  o w n  sa k e — a n d  
when it is g iven  to  p ro p it ia te  o r  a d u la te  
him, is m ore  o r less d isg u s ted . Y e t th e re  
are those w ho  w ill th in k  it b la sp h e m o u s  to  
suggest th a t th e  C re a to r  m a y  b e  e q u a lly  d e 
veloped in H is o m n ip o te n c e  to  w h e re  
praise, p rop itia tio n , la u d a tio n , w o u ld  a c 
tually insult H im !
Is the idea so m ew h a t s ta r t lin g ?
Let us rem em ber th a t  p o p u la r  c o n c e p tio n s  
of the G od dep ic ted  fo r u s  in  th e  B ib le  w e re  
derived from  th e  sp ir itu a l c o n ce iv in g s  o f a  
race of barbaric  Israe lites , w h o se  id ea  o f 
grandeur w as m a te ria l o p u le n ce . A n y  p e o 
ples’ god is m ere ly  th e  m a ss  idea  o f  th e ir  
predom inant tra its  p e rso n a liz e d  a n d  su b se 
quently deified.

A S  M AN p ro g resses  u p w a rd , o u t o f th e  
Piscean A ge  a n d  in to  th e  A q u a r ia n , he  

will no t de trac t fro m  th e  tru e  g ra n d e u r  o f 
Deity by  seek ing  to  p u ll G o d  d o w n  in to  a  
magnification o f h im se lf, b u t  to  ra ise  h im 
self up  so th a t h is o w n  sp ir it b e c o m e s  m o re  
God-like.
And he does th a t m o s t e ffec tiv e ly  w h e n  he  
beholds Fear fo r w h a t it is in  th e  e v o lu tio n  
of Self-A w areness, a n d  a p p lie s  it to  th e  
vaster design o f C e le s tia lity  In c a rn a te .
For four th o u san d s  o f  y e a rs  it h a s  b e e n  th e  
Jewish w ay to  en v is io n  G o d  as  th e  p o m p o u s  
and som ew hat sp leen ish  rab b i. N o w  th e  
world seem s to  be  p u tt in g  off th in g s  Jew ish

as  a  p ro g ra m , a b a n d o n in g  th a t p ecu lia r p e o 
p le  to  th e ir  jea lousies , h a tre d s , p lo ttin g s , 
a n d  sp y ings, a n d  en v is io n in g  th in g s  sp ir it
u a l w ith  th e  E ye  o f th e  S p irit— a te rm  
w h ich  th e  Je w  h as  difficulty  in  c o m p re h e n d 
ing.
T h e  Jew ish  G o d  o f th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t is a 
m a te ria lis tic  p o te n ta te  tra n s fe rre d  to  abode  
in  ae ria l reg ions.
T h e  F a th e r  o f th e  A ry a n s  is an  o m n ip resen t 
S p irit “ n e a re r  th a n  b rea th in g , closer th a n  
h a n d s  a n d  fe e t .”
T h a t, in  Jew ish  ideology, is g ibberish .

'" T H E  T a lm u d ic  B ible 
c o n te n d s  th a t “ a 

F e a r  o f th e  L o rd  is th e  
b eg in n in g  o f w isd o m .”
W ell, p e rh ap s . T h e n  
ag a in , p e rh a p s  n o t!
W e  m u s t first consider 
F e a r  in  th is  reg a rd  
as w e  co n sid e red  it 
a s  a  sh u n n in g  o f 
so m e th in g  b a le fu l, 
p e n d in g  fu ll in v e s ti
g a tio n  o f p e rm a 
n e n t  effects.
If w e  w a n t to  a d m it th a t it is m o st p leasing  
to  th e  C rea to r, a n d  m o st en n o b lin g  fo r o u r
selves, to  “ w o rsh ip ” G o d  in  g ru b b ies t ig
n o ran ce , th e n  w h y  shou ld  w e  n o t, b y  the  
sam e  to k e n , w o rsh ip  th e  n o r th  w ind , th e  
a u ro ra  bo rea lis , th e  c loud  o f locusts  th a t d e 
v o u r  th e  w heatfie lds, th e  h u rrica n e  th a t 
b each es  a  th o u sa n d  sh ips?
W e  c a n n o t ex p la in  w h y  th ese  th in g s  h ap 
p en , w e  o n ly  k n o w  th a t th e y  do h ap p en  b e 
cau se  w e  p erce iv e  o r ex p erien ce  th e ir e f
fects. M an  in th is  N ew  A g e  m u st s top  w o r
sh ip in g  S ize a n d  P h e n o m e n a  in  te rm s o f his 
o w n  sm allness  an d  m ed iocrity .
R e lig io n  isn ’t a b o w in g  d o w n ; it is a  C om 
in g  U p!
A n d  F e a r  o n ly  h as  its p lace in  th e  ensem ble  
in  th a t it fo rces a m ore  p ro fitab le  e x a m in a 
tio n  o f th e  in e p tn ess  o f th e  Self!
W h y  w e sh o u ld  p e rp e tu a lly  reg ard  relig ion  
as so m e th in g  h av in g  to  do w ith  so rro w  or 
te rro r , in s te ad  o f jo y  an d  ex a lta tio n , can  be 
a c c o u n te d  fo r o n ly  b y  th e  Jew ish  o rig in  of 
C h ris tia n ity — th e  “ w a ilin g ” o f “ lo s t” souls 
fo r th e ir  godless cond ition . C h ris tian s  o u g h t 
to  h a v e  b e t te r  sense.
T h e re  is n o th in g  in  th e ir  re lig ion  to  w ail 
a b o u t. W h y  n o t m ak e  it a v e n t fo r jo y  a n d  
ex u b e ra n c e ?
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W hat the Jewish Folklore Writers Didn’t 
Know about the Vast and Terrible 
Incarnation of the “Son of God” to 
“ Redeem” Humankind from a Great 
Abomination . .

W hy Should the G reat Avatar 
Have Come into Flesh at A ll?..

JH E  M O S T  p e c u lia r  t r a i t  o f th e  
fu n d a m e n ta l is t  is, th a t  h e  h a s  
a r r iv e d  a t  fix ed  c o n c lu s io n s  in  
th e  m a t te r  o f  th e  C h r is t  in c a r 
n a t in g  in  p h y s ic a l flesh . H e  
a ffec ts  to  k n o w  a ll a b o u t  it, 

r e n d e r  th e  fin a l w o rd  as  to  w h y  it 
sh o u ld  h a v e  h a p p e n e d .
It ca m e  a b o u t , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  f u n d a m e n 
ta lis t, a s  th e  r e s u lt  o f  a  s o r t  o f fe u d  b e 
tw e e n  d iv in e  P ro v id e n c e  a n d  m a n . G o d  
p u t  m a n  u p o n  th e  e a r th -p la n e  a n d  g a v e  h im  
c e r ta in  a d ju ra t io n s  r e g a rd in g  th e  e a t in g  o f 
th e  f ru i t  o f  tre e s .
M a n ’s fe m in in e  h a lf  l is te n e d  to  th e  b e g u ile -  
m e n t  o f  a  c e r ta in  p y th o n  a n d  a te  o f  su c h  
f ru it .  F u r th e r  sh e  g a v e  h e r  “ h u s b a n d ” to  
e a t .  T h is  h a p le ss  v ic tim  sw a llo w e d  th e  
f ru i t  a n d  d e c la re d  it to  b e  o f e x c e lle n t q u a l
ity . N e x t d a y  a  S u p e rn a l  B e in g  g o t a f te r  
b o th  w ith  a  re d -h o t sw o rd  a n d  c h a se d  th e m  
o u t  o f  E d e n  b e fo re  th e y  g ra sp e d  w h a t  it 
c o u ld  p o ss ib ly  b e  a b o u t.  B e c a u se  m a n  h a d  
“ s in n e d ” p e rs is te n t ly  u p  o v e r  th e  ag es , 
so m e  s o r t o f  c o m p e n s a tio n  w a s  re q u ire d  fo r 
th e  m a lfe a sa n c e . T h e re fo re ,  e x p la in s  th e  
fu n d a m e n ta l is t ,  J e s u s  th e  C h r is t  c a m e  to  
e a r th — a  s in le ss  m a n  a n d  th e  o n ly  b e g o t te n  
S o n  o f  G o d — a n d  a llo w e d  H im se lf  to  b e  
b u tc h e re d  fo r  n o th in g  a t  all, b y  re a s o n  o f 
w h ic h  th e  s in n in g s  o f E v e  a n d  A d a m  w e re  
a d ju s te d  a n d  m a n  a s s u re d  o f  d iv in e  b e n e 
fa c tio n .
H a v in g  g o tte n  th e  b u s in e s s  all so r te d  o u t  
a n d  ra tio n a liz e d  to  h is  p e rs o n a l s a tis fa c tio n  
— w h ic h  is th e  s a tis fa c tio n  o f th e  sm u g  b u t  
b la ta n t  ig n o ra m u s — th e  fu n d a m e n ta l is t  goes 
h o m e  to  h is  fa m ily  o f a  S u n d a y  n o o n -tim e , 
e a ts  fr ied  c h ic k e n  a n d  d u m p lin g s , say s  a

p r a y e r  in  a p p re c ia t io n  o f h is  o w n  sancti
m o n y  a n d  a w a k e n s  M o n d a y  m orn ing  to 
s k in  h is  n e ig h b o rs  a n d  a d d  to  h is  assets by 
fo re c lo s in g  o n  a ll w id o w s  w ith in  th e  scope 
o f  h is  o p e ra t io n s .
F o r  n e a r ly  tw o  th o u s a n d  y ea rs , such has 
b e e n  th e  “ r e a s o n in g ” o f  h is to ria n s  on the 
G a li le a n  D ra m a .
T h a t  th e  w h o le  h y p o th e s is  is a s  childish and 
m e a n in g le s s  a s  it is e r ro n e o u s , a n d  tha t the 
C h r is t  D ra m a  p a r ta k e s  o f  q u ite  som ething 
e lse , is s o m e th in g  th a t  th e  a v e ra g e  mortal 
o f  th e  p r e s e n t  h a s  to  w a it  fo r th e  “ death 
e x p e r ie n c e  to  h a v e  re v e a le d  to  h im . Jesus 
k n o w n  a s  “ C h r is t”  d id  n o t  in c a rn a te  in m a
te r ia l  a to m s  fo r  a n y  su c h  p o in tle s s  business. 
J e s u s  k n o w n  a s  “ C h r is t” c a m e  in to  physical 
fo rm  a s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  a  v a s t  a b o m in a tio n  mil- 
le n ia  a g o , v o lu n te e r in g  to  counse l and 
“ r e s u r r e c t”  h u m a n i ty  b y  th e  faultlessness 
o f  H is  life  a s  a n  in s p ira tio n a l  exposition, 
b a c k  in to  th e  a s p e c ts  o f  its  o rig in a l god- 
h o o d .
T h e  s to ry  o f th e  G r e a t  A v a ta r ,  a n d  w hy  He 
in c a rn a te s  in  th e  f le sh ly  fo rm  ev e ry  2,157 
y e a rs , is a  m a n if e s t ly  d if fe re n t s to ry — and 
m o tiv a t io n — th a n  th e  in fa n t i le  fab le  that 
d is t in g u is h e s  th e  in itia l b o o k  in  th e  Jew ish 
“ h o ly ”  S c r ip tu re s  .

O E O P L E  w h o  h a v e  s tu d ie d  deep ly  into 
* co sm ic  fu n d a m e n ta ls ,  h a v e  h ad  it ex
p o u n d e d  to  th e m  th a t  b a c k  o v e r  th e  ages 
w h e n  o u r  p h y s ic a l p la n e t  h a d  ta k e n  its final 
sh a p e , it f o r th w ith  s ta r te d  to  d ev e lo p  cer
ta in  in d ig e n o u s  fo rm s  o f  self-m otivating  
life  o u t  o f s e a -w a te r . E v e ry  p la n e t does the 
sam e . It is th e  a u to m a tic  re s u lt  o f  chem ical 
c o n d itio n s . T h e s e  in d ig e n o u s  fo rm s  of life
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gradually evo lved  u p w a rd  f ro m  o cean ic  
origins to ex istence  o n  la n d , a n d  th e  b re a th 
ing of oxygen as a  m e a n s  o f  s u s te n a n c e . If 
they had been  let a lo n e , th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  
gone on evolv ing  in  th e ir  o w n  w a y  a n d  p a t
tern to— w e k n o w  n o t w h a t.
But according to  th e  m o s t a n c ie n t ak as ic  
records, there  cam e th ro u g h  in te rs te lla r  
space and reposed  h e re  a t  a b o u t th e  tim e  o f 
our p lanet’s o rig ina l c o m p o sitio n , a  g re a t 
‘‘m igration’’ o f ce lestia l sp ir its  w h o  seem e d  
to have been w an d e rin g  a ro u n d  th e  u n iv e rse  
to learn w hat th e y  co u ld  o f  d iv in e  m u n if i
cence by capricious d isco v ery .
Theosophy a fte r  a  fa sh io n  c o n c e rn s  th e se  
migratory or n o m ad ic  sp irits , th o u g h  it r e 
frains from  describ ing  th e  m isc h ie f  th e y  
caused upon  com ing  w ith in  th e  a u ra  o f  th e  
newly-created ea rth -w o rld .
Coming w ith in  th e  a u ra  o f  th e  e a r th  a n d  
perceiving w h a t w as  g o in g  o n  h e re  in  th e  
way of creation , th e y  fo r th w ith  dec id ed  to  
linger for a period  a n d  see  w h a t it g a in e d  
them . .

HTHE IN D IG E N O U S  c re a tio n s  o f e a r th  
were acqu iring  m a te ria lis tic  b o d ie s  a f te r  

the pattern  of e v o lu tio n  o n  e v e ry  p la n e t. 
They seem to  h av e  b e e n  m o re  o r less b is e x 
ual as to  ch a ra c te r— each  c re a te d  e n tity . 
That is, each held  it w ith in  h is o w n  u n it  to  
reproduce his k in d  fro m  its  o w n  o rg a n ism . 
These m ig ra to ry  o r n o m a d ic  sp ir its  o b s e rv 
ed w hat w as go ing  o n  in  th e  e a r th ’s a re n a  
of creation an d  decided  th a t  th e y  w a n te d  
“in" on it. In o th e r  w o rd s , th e y  d ec id ed  to  
become a p a rt o f it, to  c re a te  fo r th e m se lv e s  
material o rgan ism s a n d  to  s e tt le  d o w n  
among the ind igenous fo rm s  o f e a rth -life  as  
co-residents. T h a t m e a n t th e y  m u s t c o n 
trive to cohabit w ith  th e se  e a r th -fo rm s , b u t  
to cohabit as sexua l p a r tn e rs  th e y  m u s t h a v e  
physical bodies o f th e ir  ow n .
So they p roceeded  to  a c q u ire  su c h  p h y sica l 
bodies for sexual fu n c tio n . T h e y  p ro d u c e d  
them by the  pow ers  o f C o n c re tin g  T h o u g h t . 
In other w ords, th e y  c lo th ed  th e ir  sp ir itu a l 
essences w ith  su b s ta n tia l e c to p la sm , a f te r  
the wisdom th a t th e y  h ad  a c q u ire d  in  o th e r  
Time-Space F ram es o f th e  u n iv e rse , a n d  as 
such began to  " w o o ” th e  fe m in in e  e le m e n ts  
in these ind igenous e a r th  fo rm s  in  o rd e r  to  
relieve the ted ium  o f th e ir  ce les tia l p re d ic a 
ment.

M O W  T H E R E  is a ra re  a n d  a s to u n d in g  
* '  paper, said to  be  p re se rv e d  in  th e  B r it

ish  M useum , w h ich  affects to  tell o f  th e  
s ta tu s  o f in d ig en o u s  life on  th is  e a r th  an d  its 
d e v e lo p m e n t, a t th e  pe rio d  w h e n  th e  n o 
m ad ic  sp irits  m ad e  the ir su p e rn a l jo u rn e y  
acro ss  in te rs te lla r  space. It rem a in ed  th e re  
as  a  c u rio s ity  o f m e tap h y sica l d o c trin e  u n til 
a  n ig h t in  F e b ru a ry  o f 1929, w h en  w ith o u t 
th e  slig h test ind ica tio n  o f its g re a t signifi
cance , th e  te x t o f its in te lligence  w as  “ d ic
ta te d "  to  th e  R eco rd e r o f th e  G o lden  Scrip ts 
a s  a  re liab le  basis fo r th e  L ib era tio n  d o c trine  
a n d  ph ilo sophy .

A cco rd in g  to  th ese  tw o  n a rra tiv es , one 
o rig in a tin g  in Ind ia  a n d  th e  o th e r t r a n 
scribed  in  C alifo rn ia , in d ig en o u s life on  th is 
p la n e t a t th e  tim e  o f th e  nom ad ic  in flux  had  
a rr iv e d  a t th e  p a tte rn  of th e  ca t fo rm s. 
T h e re fo re  d id  th e  v a s t ho rdes  of nom adic  
sp irits  p ro ceed  to  fash io n  them selves su b 
s ta n tia l bod ies in th e  fe line fo rm s also and  
b eg in  to  go to  a n d  fro  on  th is ea rth -p lan e  as 
g re a t ca ts  them selves , so lic iting  p ro p ag a tio n  
w ith  th e  life-fo rm s w ith  w h ich  they  cam e 
in to  co n tac t.
T h e  p ecu lia rity  o f th e  ca t— w hich  is re m a rk 
ed  u p o n  as d is tin c t fro m  all o th e r b ru te  c rea
tio n s  o f th e  p re se n t— derives from  this cir- 
s ta n c e : th a t th e  fe line species is aw are  of 
its  in d ig en o u s  d ev e lo p m en t an d  its in teg rity  
as  a n  ev o lu tio n a ry  p ro d u c t a n d  h as  a defi
n ite  p e rso n a lity  o f its ow n. H ad  th e  n o 
m ad ic  fo rm s n o t v io la ted  th is in teg rity , w e 
do  n o t k n o w  to  w h a t leng th s  th e  feline 
fo rm s  w o u ld  h av e  p roceeded  or d ev e l
o p ed  ,
A n y h o w , th e  m o st p ro fo u n d  trea tises  of 
a n tiq u ity  rev ea l u n to  us th a t the  nom adic  
fo rm s  m a teria lized  physical bodies an d  o f
fe red  th e m se lv es  as co n ju g a l " p a r tn e rs "  to  
th e se  in d ig en o u s  fe line fo rm s. It w as th e  
co m m e n c e m e n t o f th a t g rea t “abom ina- 
to r y ” o r S odom ic seq u en ce  th a t w as b ro u g h t 
to  its en d  b y  th e  leg en d ary  acco u n t o f th e  
b la s tin g s  o f fire on  S odom  an d  G o m o rrah . 
T h e  ca t fo rm s w ere  v io la ted  an d  terrified  by  
th is  v a s t u n n a tu ra l cosm ic cross-b reed ing ,
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and the exp lanation  has it th a t th e ir  fe ro c ity  
tow ard  m an in the p re sen t h a rk s  b a c k  to  a n  
ancien t tim e w hen  th e  G ro u p  S ou l o f th e  
felines recognized w h a t h a p p en e d . T h e  
rationalizing  is so frail on  th is p o in t, h o w 
ever, th a t w e can ignore  it fo r p re se n t e x 
positions.

Y Y /E  D O  know , how ever, th a t u p  a n d  
dow n the  Nile V alley , as w ell as  in  

m any  o the r p a rts  of th e  post-d ilu v ian  u n i
verse, the re  a re  crea tions  dep ic ted  as 
Sphinxes— th a t is, an im alis tic  p re se n ta tio n s  
w ith  the bodies of cats b u t h eads o f h u m a n s . 
T h ey  do n o t seem  to  be h eads of h u m a n s  
actually . T h ey  are ra th e r  heads o f apes. 
Because, w e are in s truc ted , th is g h as tly  
th ing  happened—
In process of tim e a fte r  these  n o m ad ic  
spirits had  raised  m ax im u m  m isch ief in  co- 
hab ita ting  w ith  th e  ca t fo rm s, th e y  to o k  
no te  of fu rth e r evo lu tions of in d ig en o u s  
spirits in the  p a tte rn s  of th e  p rim ates .
Y ou can get th e  com plete  ac c o u n t o f th is  
evo lu tionary  w ork -o u t in D arw in , W allace , 
and  o ther na tu ra lis ts .
It m ust have occurred  to  th ese  n o m ad ic  
spirits, abso lu te ly  irresponsib le  in  th e ir  
capricious occupyings o f flesh, th a t th e  
evolving ape-fo rm s w ere  fa r p re fe rab le  as  
physical vehicles to  th e  vehicles o f th e  fe 
lines. So they  g radually  sh ifted  over. T h e y  
com m enced  to  inca rn a te  in  th e  fo rm s o f th e  
p rim ates and  rep u d ia te  feline fo rm s a l to 
gether.
T hese  sph inxes w hich w e find all o v er th e  
earth  w ould  seem  to  com m em o ra te  th is 
g rea t change o f celestial life, from  th e  feline 
to  the  prim ate .
A t an y  rate , a f te r  the  passing  o f m o re  m il- 
lenia, w e d iscover— or a re  to ld  so— th a t th e  
order of nom adic sp irits  ad o p ted  th e  bod ies 
of the  apes and  p roceeded  to  cohab it w ith  
them  in tu rn . C reation  w as going  all aw ry . 
S om eth ing  d rastic  had  to  be done  a b o u t it.

H T H E  “ S O M E T H IN G ” th a t w as decided  
upon , by  the  celestial councils th a t p re 

side over th e  evo lu tions  o f den izens o f 
p lanets, w as, th a t these  nom ad ic  sp irits  
should be penalized  fo r th e ir capric ious a n d  
m ischievous carna l vices b y  in d u c tin g  in to  
their social o rders still a th ird  classification 
of celestial en tities th a t should  affect to  u n 
snarl these cosm ic confusions.
T he nom adic spirits, in o th e r w ords, h a d  to  
undo  the  m ischief th ey  had  v o lu n ta rily

c re a te d . I t w a s  d ec id ed  th a t the earth- 
p la n e t s h o u ld  b e  p u rg e d  o f all forms of 
p h y s ic a l life  b y  fire  a n d  flood. Thereafter 
spec ies  w e re  to  b e  o rd e re d  inviolate to all 
b u t  th e ir  o w n  o rd e rs .
W h e th e r  th e  Q u a in -H a b a l catastrophe, or 
th e  c o llu s io n  o f  th e  tw in  p lane ts  between 
M a rs  a n d  J u p i te r  th a t  se n t a  fiery fragment 
to  w r a p  itse lf  a b o u t  th e  ea rth  planet and 
k n o c k  it h a lf  a  d e g re e  off its o rb it— laying 
d o w n  th e  c e le b ra te d  N o rth  A m erican  “drift”
— w a s  th e  firs t o f  th e se , a n d  the Flood of 
N o ah  th e  se c o n d , w e  h a v e  no  means of 
p ro v in g .
B u t w e  a re  s o le m n ly  in s tru c te d  that the 
e a r th  w a s  re n o v a te d , a n d  th a t throughout 
all tim e -p a ssa g e s  since , species have been 
re q u ire d  to  m a te  w ith  species, and  in the 
e v e n t th a t  th e y  d o  n o t,  th e  progeny has 
b e e n  u n a b le  to  re p ro d u c e  itse lf. W e have 
a n  il lu s tra t io n  o f  th is  in  an im alis tic  forms of 
th e  p re s e n t.
W e  c an  b re e d  th e  d o n k e y  w ith  the horse 
to d a y  a n d  g e t th e  m u le , b u t  th e  m ule as a 
species c a n n o t re p ro d u c e  itse lf .

Y V 7 IT H  T H E  e v o lu tio n a ry  earth-form s all 
’ * m e ssed  u p , a n d  n ece ss ity  existing for 

n o m a d ic  fo rm s  to  fig h t b a c k  to  their own 
c le a n n e ss  o f  c re a tio n , w e  com e to  the intro
d u c tio n  o f th e  G re a t  R e in c a rn a tio n a l Hypo
thesis . In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e se  nom adic  forms 
h a d  to  go  in to  life  a g a in  a n d  ag a in  and grad
u a lly  ev o lv e  u p  a n d  o u t o f the ir bestial 
p re d ic a m e n t.
W e  a re  in s tru c te d  th a t  1 4 4 ,0 0 0  denizens of 
re m o te  T im e -S p a c e  F ra m e s  cam e into the 
p la n e ta ry  a u ra  u n d e r  th e  leadersh ip  of a 
M as te r A v a ta r ,  w h o  b e to o k  it u p o n  Himself 
to  sh o w  th e  n o m a d ic  sp irits  h ow  low  they 
h a d  fa llen , a n d  to  w h a t h e ig h ts  they  could 
rise if th e y  b u t  c o n se c ra te d  th e ir serried 
w o rld ly  c a re e rs  to  a t ta in in g  it.
In  o n e  zo d iaca l “ s ig n ” a f te r  a n o th e r  w e dis
ce rn  th e  p e rs o n a li ty  o f  th is  M aste r A vatar 
in  th e  “ le a d e r”  o f  th is  ex p o sitio n a l horde, 
w h o  b a rg a in e d  w ith  C osm ic  a n d  Divine 
B eneficence  to  ta k e  th is  p la n e t over and 
“ re d e e m ” it. E v e ry  2 ,1 5 7  y e a rs  H e  would 
in jec t H is  su b lim e  sp ir it  in to  a  fleshly body 
an d  “ a p p e a r”  a m o n g  m e n  fo r a  g iven  min
is try . G ra d u a lly , b y  th e  e x a m p le  w hich His 
tra n s c e n d e n t life  a ffo rd ed , H e  w o u ld  beguile 
th e  n o m a d ic  sp irits  u p  a n d  o u t o f their un
sp eak ab le  a b o m in a tio n s  a n d  tu rn  their 
th o u g h ts  a n d  e n e rg ie s  to w a rd  regain ing  the 
“ lo st g o d h o o d ” th a t  th e y  h a d  relinquished
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during the d ilem m a o f S o d o m ic  d e b a u c h 
eries. O f course, th e  la st a p p e a ra n c e  o f 
this M aster A v a ta r  w a s  th e  in c a rn a tio n  o f 
the M an Jesus  in G a lilee  a n d  J u d e a , so m e  
1941 years byg o n e  .

A L L  T H R O U G H  H o ly  W r it  ru n s  th e  
**■ scarlet th read  o f a  g re a t a b o m in a to ry  
mystery— the d e s tru c tio n  o f  S o d o m  a n d  
Gomorrah, the  p u rg in g  o f  th e  e a r th  b y  
Flood, the c o n s ta n t a d ju ra tio n s  o f  th e  
Christ to m en to  reach  u p  a n d  re c la im  th e ir  
“lost godhood.” T h e  p a ra b le  o f  th e  P ro d i
gal Son is n a u g h t b u t a  fo lk lo re  ta le  o f  th is  
beseechment.
Every 2,157 y ea rs  th e re fo re , u n d e r  each  
zodiacal sign, th e  G re a t A v a ta r  co m es b a c k  
and offers h u m a n ity  a n  e x e m p la ry  life  a s  
witness of w h a t can  be  a c h ie v e d  w h e n  its 
abom inatory p rac tices a re  eschew ed .
In the lam asaries o f In d ia  th e re  a re  sa id  to  
be records of th e  “ c ru c if ix io n s” — o f d e a th s  
by violence— of s ix te e n  “ C h r is ts ”  .
Of course, those  o f u s  w h o  a re  a d e p t in  su ch  
mystic m atters k n o w  th a t  th e se  p e r ta in  to  
the One M aster A v a ta r .

Y Y /H EN  T H E  claim  is m a d e , th e re fo re , in  
holy w rit a n d  e lsew h ere , th a t  “ th e  

Father hath  g iven  M e th is  p la n e t in to  M y  
keeping,” the re  is a  m e rit in v o lv e d  th a t  h as  
little or no th ing  to  do  w ith  d iv in e  cap rice . 
The M aster A v a ta r— w h o m  w e  k n o w  in  H is  
last incarnation as Je su s  th e  G a lile a n — w as  
alloted the p ro v in ce  o f “ re d e e m in g ” th is  
particular so lar sa te llite  a n d  its  re s id e n ts  
from its past excesses in  th e  v ile s t o f 
abominations.
Every zodaical seq u en ce , 2 ,1 5 7  y e a rs  in  
length, H e com es b a c k  a n d  in c a rn a te s , to  
present the su p e rn a lity  o f H is  life  a n d  a t 
tainments as a  s ta n d a rd  fo r  th e  n o m a d ic  
folk of the ea rth -o c tav e  to  a im  a t, a n d  
emulate.
If you w ant the  co m p le te  s to ry  o f  th is  te r 
rific “abom inatory  p e r io d ” y o u  can  g e t it b y  
applying for the  fu ll l i te ra tu re  p e r ta in in g  to  
the Galilean D o c trin e  . . P a r tic u la r ly  w ill 
you find references to  it in  c h a p te rs  85  a n d  
165 of the G olden  S crip ts.
And along w ith  H im  ev e r  in c a rn a te s  a  g re a t 
host of H is celestial co lleag u es  a n d  in t i
mates, the L esser A v a ta rs ,  d e sc rib e d  in  
chapter 79 of th e  sam e  tre m e n d o u s  little  
volume.
When Jew ish fo lk lo re  w a s  co m p iled  in to  
the “Books” o r S c rip tu ra , th e  tru e  m e c h a -

BETHLEHEMS NOW
Who were those shepherds who saw the 

strange Star?
What were the words of their fears?

Where did they go when that trip to the 
Inn

Showed them the Babe of the Years?
What did they say when they walked from 

the yard?
How was their tale told at home?

How could they grasp that the Star they had 
seen

Would outfight world-pylons of Rome?

What do we now to watch flocks in our 
times?

What of such Stars in today?
What of the Wisemen whose camels are 

Fords,
Whose paths to fresh Christs mean a fray?

What if W E heard such Hosts of High 
Night,

Would our own hearts be flexed in a bow?
It isn’t the wonders of legend that count,

It’s adoring Nativities NOW!

n ism  o f all th is  cosm ic occu rrence  w as e ither 
d e lib e ra te ly  d e le ted  o r a lte red . T h e  e a r th 
ly  p re se n ta tio n  o f C h ris t in tro d u ced  H im  

as  a  p ro sp ec tiv e  h is to rica l figure, th e  an tic i
p a te d  m essiah  o f th e  C hosen  P eople , w ho  
w a s  to  lead  th e m  in w o rld ly  v an q u ish m en t 
o f  th e ir  G en tile  ne ig h b o rs— a p e tty  M usso
lin i o f a  so rt, in s te ad  o f p a in tin g  H im  as th e  
tru e  A v a ta r  o f th e  aeons w ho  had  “ paused  
fo r  a  little  tim e  in e te rn ity ” to  re n o v a te  th e  
fe a rso m e  con d itio n  in to  w h ich  earth -soc ie ty  
h a d  p lu n g e d  as resu lt o f th e  an ted ilu v ian  
ex cesses o f A b o m in a tio n  a n d  S odom y  . 
T h e  rea l C h ris tm as  S to ry  is m ore , th e re 
fo re , th a n  a P a le stin ia n  inc iden t. It is g re a t
e r  a n d  g ran d e r th a n  a n y th in g  w hich  p u r 
b lin d  F u n d a m e n ta lism  h as  conceived  to  
d a te .
K n o w  th e  tru e  s to ry  o f w h a t s tran g e  co n d i
tio n s  p ro d u ced  th e  T h re e  O rd ers  o f in ca r
n a te d  b e in g s  u p o n  th is  te rre s tria l sphere  an d  
C h ris to lo g y  becom es an  in fin ite  an d  s tu 
p e n d o u s  p rocess o f v e ry  ac tu a l sa lv a tio n —  
sa lv a tio n  fro m  u n sp eak ab le  beasthood .
B u t alas, o n ly  th e  C h ris t’s co lleagues a n d  in 
tim a te s  h a v e  th e  sp iritu a l s tam in a  to  e x 
a m in e  th e  facts!
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•I For Nineteen Centuries Christianity Has 
Been a Religion of Sorrow Because of 
Its Jewish Background— What Have 
Christian Gentiles To Do with Jewish 
Cosmic Tragedy? . .

“Joy to the World,
The Lord Has Come . .  ”

IPPO N , m ore  pop u la rly  k n o w n  
as Jap an , is the  m o st civ ilized 
and  cu ltu red  n a tio n  in th e  
O rien t.
T o  th e  p rov incia l A m eric an , 
the  fac t th a t Ja p a n  is located  

in the  O rien t and  n o t nom inally  C h ris tian , 
m akes the k ingdom  of the M ikado, “ p a g a n .” 
T o  the debased type  of A m erican , re lig iously  
she is m ore th an  pagan . S he is “ h e a th e n .” 
T he  A m erican  w ho  is m ore  o r less d isp as
sionate in his theological p re jud ices, h o w 
ever, canno t trave l long  in  J a p a n , o r en te r  
in to  theological d iscussion  w ith  th e  N ip p o n 
ese, w ith o u t being  co n fro n te d  by  th is  ch a l
lenge—
" W h y  is y o u r C h ris tia n ity ,” — m ean in g  
C h ris tian ity  of an y  d en o m in a tio n — “ a re 
ligion of so rro w ? ”
T h e  A m erican  C hristian  w ill be jo lted  by  
tha t. T en  to  one it has nev er been  b ro u g h t 
hom e to h im  th a t his theo logy  is a relig ion  
o f sorrow . B u t th e  “ h e a th e n ” Ja p a n e se  
will n o t m iss it, an d  w h en  the  p ro p er cam 
araderie  o f confidences is estab lished , he  
will press fo r an  answ er. A n d  w h a t Answer, 
forsoo th , h a th  th e  C hristian  to  m ak e?

\Y /H E N  the  w rite r  o f th is artic le  w e n t to  
™  Jap an , in 1917, in v estig a tin g  the  effec

tiveness of fo reign  m issions in th e  O rien t, 
th is w as one of the  first com plica tions th a t 
engaged  his a tten tio n .
“ W h y  do you  C hristians b ring  us a  relig ion  
of sad n ess?” the  Jap an ese  ph ilosopher de
m anded
“ B ut it is n o t a religion of sad n ess ,” th is 
au tho r defended. " I t is a  relig ion o f joy , of 
gratitude, of th an ksg iv ing  fo r the  goodness 
of D ivine P rov idence .”
“ T hen  w hy  d o n ’t you  C hris tian  m ission

a rie s  g iv e  so m e  e v id e n c e  o f it in your 
c r e e d ? ” w a s  th e  re to r t .  “ Y ou  com e to us 
d e c la r in g  th a t  G o d  so  lo v e d  th e  w orld that 
H e  g a v e  H is  o n ly  b e g o tte n  Son, tha t whoso
e v e r  b e lie v e d  o n  H im  sh o u ld  n o t perish but 
h a v e  e v e r la s tin g  life . T h a t  shou ld  be cause 
fo r  jo y  a n d  e x a lta t io n . B u t you  call your 
G o d , a  ‘M a n  o f  S o r ro w s ,’ a n d  in  every line 
a n d  im p lic a tio n  o f y o u r  re lig ious doctrine, 
y o u  p re a c h  o f  th e  s in fu ln e ss  of m an  and the 
w r a t h  o f  P ro v id e n c e . Every th ing  is 
J e a lo u sy , a n d  F e a r , a n d  V engeance and 
P u n is h m e n t . Y o u  o ffer u s h eav en  for good 
d eed s  d o n e  in  th e  flesh , b u t  if w e  have had 
n o  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  d o  g o o d  deeds, or have 
m a d e  m is ta k e s  in  o u r  m o rta l so journ , you 
te ll u s  in  th e  n e x t  b re a th  th a t  a terrible state 
o f fire a n d  b r im s to n e  y a w n s  fo r us, and we 
sh a ll b e  c o n s ig n e d  to  it u n le ss  w e  do not be
lieve in  y o u r  S a v io r. It is all so unpleasant. 
T o  us, re lig io n  is so m e th in g  to  sing about. 
W e  a re  v e ry  g lad  to  be  th e  ch ildren  of the 
H o ly  O n e . W e  c a n n o t co n ce iv e  a G od who 
is ev il e n o u g h  to  h o ld  fee lin g s  of w rath, or 
v en g ea n ce , o r  je a lo u s y .”
T h e  c o n sc ie n tio u s  C h ris tia n  does som e real 
th in k in g  w h e n  h e  g e ts  th e  O rien ta l view
p o in t ± ?
T h e n  su d d e n ly , if h e  b e  a  rea l student of 
th eo log ica l fu n d a m e n ta ls ,  it daw ns upon 
h im  h o w  d is a s tro u s ly  h e  h as  le t his religion 
b eco m e p ro s titu te d  to  th e  m orb idness and 
n o s ta lg ia s  o f  J u d a is m  jfej*

JE S U S  in c a rn a te d  in  th e  geograph ica l cen
te r  o f th e  se v e ra l tr ib e s  o f  Israel in the 

ob v io u s effo rt to  “ re d e e m ” th e m  from  their 
u n w h o le so m e  a n d  u n h a llo w e d  concepts of 
p lace in  th e  d iv in e  sch em e  o f th ings.
T h e  Israe lites  w e re  a  b a c k w a rd  and  retro
g rad e  p eo p le . O p in io n  is still d iv ided  as to
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whether— considered  in  th e  cosm ic  se n se —  
they are souls th a t h a v e  c lim b ed  th e  ce les tia l 
grade and  tu rn e d  b a c k w a rd  f ro m  th e  d e 
mands tha t sp ir itu a lity  h a s  m a d e  u p o n  
them, or w h e th er th e y  a re  so u ls  in d ig e n o u s  
to earth w ho hav e  y e t to  a c q u ire  th e  s p ir it
ual principles in th e ir  e v o lu tio n  u p  th e  
worlds. P erhaps th e y  a re  b o th , ta k in g  th e m  
as m em bers of a g re a t n e g a tiv e  o c c u lt so 
ciety, secret in  its d es ig n s  o n  th o s e  less in 
hibited. T h a t is to  say , p e rh a p s  th e  so- 
called Jew ish race is c o m p o sed  o f so u ls  th a t 
have found th e  sp iritu a l a sc e n s io n  to o  h a rd  
to pursue, an d  a re  in d iv id u a lly  s lip p in g  
back to E verlasting  N am elessn e ss , w h ile  in 
carnated in th e  sam e  race  a re  th o se  w h o  
have yet to  ass im ila te  th e  sp ir itu a l a w a re 
ness that d is tingu ishes  th e  “ S o n s  o f  G o d .” 
At any rate, Je su s  k n o w n  as  C h ry s to s  cam e  
among them  in th e  flesh a n d  a t ta c k e d  th e m  
openly for the ir a p o s ta sy , th e ir  h y p o c r isy  
and their sp iritua l licen tio u sn ess . H e  b e 
came the w o rld ’s o rig in a l N az i in  th is , th a t  
He indicted them  fro m  th e  s tre e t  c o rn e rs  to  
their faces and  n am ed  th e m  sp ec ifica lly  as  
of "the S ynagogue o f S a ta n .”
Their m ethod o f tre a tin g  w ith  H im  w a s  to  
kill Him. It is th e  in s tin c tiv e  J e w is h  re 
action. T o  e x te rm in a te  th e  “ e n e m y ” is th e  
obvious w ay  o f r id d in g  th e m se lv e s  o f 
jeopardy from  o u ts ta n d in g  in d iv id u a ls  .£* 
Of course they  d e m o n s tra te  b y  th is  h o w  
little they know  o f th e  p ro cesses  o f  C o sm o s 
—an argum en t in  fa v o r o f  th a t  schoo l 
which contends th e  J e w  to  be  a n  in d ig e n o u s  
species tha t has y e t to  im b ib e  th e  d iv in e  
spiritual particle. P eo p le  “ k ille d ” in  th e  
flesh by no m ean s a re  e x te rm in a te d  s p ir it
ually i j r  jfcjr
However th a t m ay  be, th e  S o n  o f M an  g o t 
Himself born  o f p a re n ts  in  B e th le h e m  o f 
Judea, and lived— acc o rd in g  to  le g e n d — in 
Nazareth of G alilee u n til H is  th ir t ie th  y ea r. 
In that year, H e a llow ed  H im se lf  to  b e  b a p 
tized in the Jo rd an  o f H is  co u s in  J o h n , a n d  
started out inve igh ing  a g a in s t th e  S a n h e d rin  
Judaists, like a n y  A m e ric a n  S ilv e rsh ir t t ?  
When the Jew s h ad  b ro u g h t a b o u t H is 
‘liquidation,’ th e  re lig ion  w h ic h  g re w  in  
strength as resu lt o f  H is  p re c e p ts  tw e n ty -  
five to fifty years  la te r , o ffe red  a  se rio u s  
competition to  Ju d a ism  a n d  th e  E b io n ite s  
began to preach fa r a n d  w id e  th a t  n o  o n e  
could becom e a rea l c o n v e r t to  th e  n e w  
creed w ithout first d e m o n s tra tin g  th a t  he  
had become a good  Ju d a is t.

B u t in  th e  w h o le  o f it, th e  ty p ica l Jew ish  
“ W ailin g  W a ll” p sych o lo g y  h ad  becom e in 
filtra te d  r i j r
A ll life w as  loss, an d  so rro w , a n d  d isap 
p o in tm e n t a n d  disillusion . A t th e  en d  th e  
“ g ra v e ” aw a ited — a d es tin a tio n  o f com a o r 
to rm e n t
W h a t th e  rea l C h ris tian s  o f th e  tim e seem ed  
to  m iss, a n d  m illions o f C h ris tian s  since 
h a v e  n o t rea lized , w as  th a t Jew ish  h o p e
lessness  a t  a  cosm ic racial— or sp iritu a l—  
d ilem m a w as p ro s titu tin g  a  v a s t e th ical 
in sp ira tio n . T h e  J e w ’s typ ica l a t titu d e  to 
w a rd  life  is o n e  o f despair. H e  acqu ires th is 
d esp a ir-d e m en tia  from  his o w n  sp iritu a l de
ficiencies o r inh ib itions. S ubconsciously  he 
seem s to  recogn ize  w h a t h is s ta tu s  is, am id  
th e  w orld s , a n d  y e t in s tead  o f rec tify in g  his 
s ta tu s , he  does little  b u t screech  a b o u t it. 
H is  W a ilin g  W all in Je ru sa lem  is p a r t  of 
h is  m o ra l a n d  sp iritu a l p sycho logy . H e 
seem s to  reg a rd  h im se lf in s tin c tiv e ly  and  
su b co n sc io u s ly  as a  “ lost so u l,” an d  hence 
e v e ry th in g  th a t  he  to u ch es  m u s t co n ta in  its 
sm e a r o f hopelessness.
W h a t h a v e  C h ris tian s  to  do  w ith  his do lou r?

n P H E  R E P O R T  w hich  w e hav e  from  St. 
A L u k e— g ra n te d  th a t it derives from  a n y  

a c tu a l h a p p e n in g — has it th a t on  th e  first 
C h ris tm a s  n ig h t, w h en  th e  w a tch in g  shep 
h e rd s  behe ld  th e  H o st in th e  heavens, th e  
b u rd e n  o f th e ir  celestia l h a rm o n y  w as “ Jo y  
to  th e  w orld , th e  L ord  has co m e!”
T h e  idea  w as  p la in  th a t th e  earth -w orld  had  
b e e n  b lessed  by  D iv ine P rov idence  an ew  by  
th e  in c a rn a tio n  o f the  A v a ta r  w ho  should  
h e lp  to  ra ise  it a n o th e r  n o tch  in th e  cosm ic 
e lev a tio n , th a t th e re  w as n o th in g  b u t ex a l
ta tio n  in th e  c ircu m stan ce  o f th is su p ern a l 
B e in g ’s co m in g  d ow n  in to  th e  “ g rind ing  and  
g ro a n in g  o f a to m s ” anew , th a t m an  in th e  
p h ysica l o c tav e  m igh t p rofit from  th e  ex h i
b itio n  o f H is fau ltless  life. In o th e r w ords, 
th e re  w as  no  so rro w  in th e  N ativ ity , th e re
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w as  o n ly  c a u s a tio n  fo r  c e le s tia l— a n d  m o r 
ta l— e c s ta sy  i t *  i t *
“ G lo ry  to  G o d  in  th e  h ig h e s t ,” s a n g  th e  
H e a v e n ly  H o s t, “ a n d  o n  e a r th ,  P e a c e , g o o d 
w ill to w a rd  m e n ! ”
W h a t  c o u ld  th e re  p o ss ib ly  h a v e  b e e n  in  su c h  
a  p ro p o sa l fo r  a n y o n e  to  w a il a b o u t?
T h e  o r ie n ta l “ h e a th e n ” c a n n o t  see  it. T h e  
o n ly  p e rs o n  w h o  sees  it is th e  E b io n ite  
C h ris tia n  o f  th e  p re s e n t,  w h o  p e rm its  J u d a 
ism  to  c o lo r  a n d  d e p re s s  h is  re lig io u s  n o 
tio n s , a n d  w h o  jo in s  in  th e  co sm ic  p re d ic a 
m e n t o f th e  J u d a is t  in  p ro c la im in g  th a t  a ll 
c o n sc io u s  a c t iv ity  is ev il a n d  v e x a t io n  o f  
s p ir it  i t *  i t *

E ^ O R  tw o  to  fo u r  th o u s a n d  y e a r s  m a n  h a s  
a llo w e d  h im se lf  to  b e  h o o d w in k e d  in to  

th e  n o tio n  th a t  w h e n  h e  q u its  h is  m o r ta l  b o d y  
h e  is g o in g  to  b e  in d u c te d  in to  p o s t-m o r ta l  
p re c in c ts  w h e re  h is  so u l w ill b e  “ ju d g e d ” 
a c c o rd in g  to  its  d eed s  in  th e  flesh.
It is a n t iq u a te d  p a g a n ism , a ll o f  it, th e  
a rc h a ic  n o tio n  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  E g y p t ia n s  
a n d  th e  P e rs ia n s — a n d  l a t e r  f ro m  th e  
G re e k s — th a t  th e  so u ls  o f  m o r ta ls  a t  d e a th  
go  s o m e w h e re  u n d e rg ro u n d  u n ti l  th e  tim e  
co m es  w h e n  th e y  m e ri t  “ a s c e n s io n .” A n d  
y e t  w e  g o  in to  th e  p sy c h ic a l se a n c e -ro o m s  
o f  th e  p re s e n t,  a n d  w e  a re  g iv e n  a b u n d a n t  
e v id e n c e  th a t  n o  su c h  h o c u s -p o c u s  e x is ts  i t *  
T h e  so u ls  o f  th e  d is c a rn a te  “ d e a d ” a re  a ll 
a b o u t  u s , r ig h t  h e re  o n  th is  m o r ta l  o c ta v e , 
b u t  d e v o id  o f  b o d ily  in s tru m e n ts . T h e y  
c o n v e rs e  w ith  u s , th e y  g iv e  d e m o n s tra tio n s  
o f  th e ir  v a lid itie s , th e y  te ll u s  th a t  n o w h e re  
in  th e ir  p o s th u m o u s  s ta tu s  is th e re  th e  
s lig h te s t s u g g e s tio n  o f  c o n s ig n m e n t to  
e i th e r  a  h e a v e n  o r  a  hell. T h e y  h a v e  s im p ly  
sh e d  th e ir  m o r ta l  e n v e lo p e s  a n d  a re  o u t  o f  
to u c h  w ith  M a tte r  a s  w e  k n o w  it. In  all 
o th e r  a sp e c ts , th e y  a re  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a s  
th e y  h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n .
In  th is  s ta te  o f  p h y s ic a l d is c a rn a tio n , m a n y  
o f  th e m  a t te s t  th a t  th e y  h a v e  e n c o u n te re d  
Je su s . F e w  ch o o se  to  d isc u ss  H im . O n  th e  
w h o le  it a p p e a rs  th a t  H e  is to o  co lo ssa l in  
H is  e th ic a l a n d  m o ra l g ra n d e u r  to  b e  d is 
c u sse d  i *  t *
B u t th e  w h o le  p la n e  o f s p ir itu a li ty  is th e  
p la n e  o f m o r ta li ty  d e v o id  o f  m a te r ia l h a n d i
caps. T h e  J e w , s till c lin g in g  to  h is  th e o 
log ica l p la g ia r ism s  a c q u ire d  firs t in  E g y p t 
a n d  la te r  in  B a b y lo n ia n  P e rs ia , o r ig in a tin g  
n o th in g  fo r h im se lf , b o r ro w in g  c rim in a lly  as  
it su its  h is  cap rice , re fu s e s  to  a c k n o w le d g e

h is  c o s m ic  d ile m m a . H e  screeches and he 
w a ils . H is  w h o le  o u tlo o k  to w ard  life is one 
o f  d e s p o n d e n c y  a n d  desp a ir. He insists 
th a t  C h r is t i a n i ty  sh a ll p a rta k e  of his 
s tu p id i ty  i t *  i t *
M illio n s  o f  C h r is t ia n s , u n a w a re  of their 
s e r fd o m  to  th e o lo g ic a l Ju d a ism , follow his 
d e m e n t ia  a n d  e m b ra c e  sa lv a tio n  w ith a sob.

A  L L  o f  i t  p u z z le s  th e  in q u is itiv e  Oriental. 
'^ '■ T h e  in q u is i t iv e  O r ie n ta l  know s little or 
n o th in g  a b o u t  th e  J e w , h is  background, his 
in f lu e n c e , th e  e ffe c ts  h e  leav es  behind him 
w h e r e v e r  h e  m o v e s .
B u t  th e  r a t io n a l  C h ris tia n , know ing his 
J u d a is m , r e f u s in g  fo r  a  m o m e n t to be hood
w in k e d  b y  its  m o rb id n e s s , com es along and 
c r ie s :  “ W h a t  p o s s ib ly  lies in  religion to 
b e  s o r ro w fu l  a b o u t?  A s  b e tw ee n  the Jew 
a n d  J e h o v a h  th e re  m a y  b e  a n  agelong quar
re l, b u t  I, fo r  o n e , r e fu s e  to  b e  a  party  to it. 
G o d  to  m y  c o n c e p tio n  is to o  m ajestic to 
e n g a g e  in  s q u a b b lin g s  w ith  m e, an  earth- 
b o u n d  m o r ta l .  H e  h a s  p ro m ise d  me celes
tia l  b e n e fa c t io n s  a s  I s h o w  I c a n  m erit them. 
T h e  w h o le  p a n o r a m a  o f  ce les tia l attainm ent 
o p e n s  u p  to  m e . W h e n  I d ie o u t of my 
flesh , I sh a ll f in d  m y s e lf  e x is tin g  for a time 
in  a  l ig h t- p a t te r n  b o d y . I shall inhabit this 
b o d y  in  a  f in e r  o c ta v e  o f  ex istence . May
h a p  I s h a ll d ie  o u t  o f  th a t  in  tu rn . B ut what 
if  I d o ?  D e a th  o f  b o d ie s  is as  natural as 
b ir th .  I sh a ll in h a b it  m a n y  bodies. I shall 
g o  o n  a n d  o n , c lim b in g  a n d  im prov ing . Up 
o n e  fa r  d a y  I sh a ll b e g in  to  approach  the 
p e r fe c t io n  o f  m o ra l s ta tu r e  o f th e  Man of 
G a li le e  H im s e lf .  A n d  in  th a t  d ay  and hour 
I a m  c e r ta in  D iv in e  P ro v id e n c e  shall be as 
e la te d  a t  m y  a t ta in m e n ts  a s  I shall be, my
se lf. D o  w e  re a l ly  n e e d  p a n ic , an d  wailing, 
a n d  s o r ro w  in  a n y  su c h  s tu p e n d o u s  cosmic 
e v o lu tio n ?  I, fo r  o n e , r e fu s e  to  see it!"

I T  IS  a  g ro s s , lu g u b r io u s , d is ta s te fu l, repel- 
* la n t  n o te  th a t  th e  in t ro v e r t  Israelite has 
in je c te d  in to  th e s e  p ro p o s a ls  o f life and 
d e a th . L e t  u s  v ie w  th e m  fo r  w h a t they  are. 
It is re p o r te d ,  p e rh a p s  m y th ic a lly , tha t on 
th e  firs t C h r is tm a s  n ig h t ,  th e  H eav en ly  Host 
s a n g  c a ro ls  o f  s u rp a s s in g  e x a lta tio n . W hy 
s h o u ld  n o t  th a t  a t te s tm e n t  suffice as the 
k e y n o te  o f  a ll C h r is t ia n  c h a ra c te r?
L e t u s  g e t  so m e  jo y  in to  o u r  relig ion .
T h e  G r e a t  G o d  lo v e s  u s  e lse  H e  would 
n e v e r  b e  so  to le r a n t  o f  o u r  b lu n d e rs  and  pre
d ic a m e n ts  i t *  i t *
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“We Have Seen 
And Come to

H E R E  is o n e  p h a se  o f th e  
C h ris tm as  le g e n d  th a t  p re 
sen ts  so m e  in te re s tin g  an g le s  
fo r e x a m in a tio n . T h re e  W ise  
M en a p p e a re d  th e  n a ta l  n ig h t 
a t B e th leh em .

The popular n o tio n  h as  it th a t  th e y  w e re  
Persian M agi, o r D iv in e rs , w h o  h a d  so m e  
sort of c la irvoyan t k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  im m i
nent birth of C h ris t a n d  tra v e le d  a  g re a t  d is 
tance from  the  E ast in  o rd e r  to  p a y  th e ir  
respects to th e  g re a t “ re d e e m e r” o f  m a n 
kind i *  i f
Strange to re la te , th is  n o tio n  h a s  b e e n  ac 
quired m ostly  o u ts id e  o f  th e  N ew  T e s ta 
ment i f  i f
Nine out of ten  peop le  a re  u n a w a re  th a t  th e  
Gospels of bo th  M ark  a n d  J o h n  c o n ta in  n o  
references w h a tev e r to  C h r is t’s m ira c u lo u s  
birth. T hey  s ta r t a t on ce  w ith  H is  b a p tism  
by John and  p roceed  to  a n  a c c o u n t o f  H is  
ministry i f  i f
The statem ent reg a rd in g  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f 
the heavenly host is fo u n d  o n ly  in  fo u r te e n  
verses in the  second  c h a p te r  o f  L u k e . 
Strangely enough , th e re  is n o  re fe re n c e  in 
Luke to the p resence  o f a n y  cam el-rid in g  
easterners a t th e  N a tiv ity . T h a t  n o tio n  w a s  
made by M atthew , w h o  to u c h e s  b r ie f ly  on  
the W ise M en as b e in g  th e  p r iv a te  sp ies o f  
Herod. T hey  cam e to  a p p re h e n d  th e  B abe  
and report to  th e  p o te n ta te , b u t  h a v in g  
located the ho ly  m o th e r  a n d  ch ild , th e y  
decided against such  m o n s tro u s  m o v e . T h e y  
left gifts of gold, fra n k in c e n se  a n d  m y rrh  
for the child, an d  d e p a r te d  in to  th e ir  o w n  
country “an o th er w a y .”
Now M atthew ’s ac c o u n t o f th e se  W ise  M en  
presents a curious a n a c h ro n ism .
Matthew pu ts  it— “ W h e n  J e s u s  w a s  b o rn

Was the Incident of the Three Wise Men 
at the Nativity an Exposition of those 
Diviners Who Come to Spy but Remain 
to Adore? . . .

in  B e th leh em  o f Ju d e a  in  th e  days o f H erod  
th e  k in g , b eho ld  th e re  cam e w ise  m en  from  
th e  E a s t to  Je ru sa le m  say ing , ‘W h ere  is H e 
th a t  is b o rn  K in g  o f th e  Jew s?  fo r w e  hav e  
seen  H is  s ta r  in  th e  E as t an d  a re  com e to  
w o rsh ip  H im  .”

'" T H E  sacred  s to ry  has it th a t H erod  w as so 
w o rried  b y  th is su g g es tio n — of a  k ing  be

ing  b o rn  to  th e  Je w s— th a t he co n tem p la ted  
th e  s la u g h te r  o f all in fa n ts  w ith in  th e  land 
w h ich  h e  g o v e rn ed  so th a t th is  new ly -born  
riv a l m ig h t n o t la te r  becom e a m enace  to  his 
so v e re ig n ty . It w as  to  escape such  a 
tra g e d y  th a t Jo se p h  w as  supposed  to  have  
fled w ith  h is w ife  a n d  child  in to  E gypt. 
S tra n g e  to  re la te , h o w ev er, th e re  is no  secu
la r reco rd  o f a n y  such  ed ict in e ither th e  
R o m a n  o r Jew ish  arch ives o f th e  period. 
A n y  H e ro d  to  w h ich  M atth ew  supposed ly  
m a k e s  re fe re n c e  m u s t on ly  have  been  
H e ro d  A n tip a s , w ho  w as ap p o in ted  te tra rch  
o f  G alilee  a n d  P e re a  som e fo u r y ea rs  p rio r 
to  C h r is t’s accep ted  b irth . T h e re  w as no 
H e ro d  ru lin g  ov er Je ru sa lem  a t th e  tim e of 
th e  N a tiv ity , in th e  capac ity  o f k ing , w hose 
p re ro g a tiv e s  w o u ld  h av e  allow ed h im  to  
o rd e r  th e  k illing  o f Ju d e a n  in fan ts . O ne  
A rc h e la u s , b y  th e  w ill o f his fa th e r H erod  
th e  G re a t, fo u n d e r o f the  Idum aean  fam ily  
th a t  h ad  g iven  th e  R o m an s  so m uch  troub le  
in  P a le stin e , had  secured  th e  tem p o ra ry  
office o f e th n a rch . B u t it w as on ly  u p o n  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  w ith  C aesar A u g u s tu s  th a t if 
he  ru led  w ell, h e  w ou ld  la te r becom e king. 
H e  w as, h ow ever, h igh ly  u n p o p u la r w ith  his 
peo p le  a n d  his six -year ru le  w as m ark ed  by  
d is tu rb a n c e s  an d  ac ts  of oppression . T h e  
s itu a tio n  b ecam e so in to lerab le  th a t th e

His Star,
Worship Him ..  ”
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Jew s appealed  to  A u g u stu s , an d  A rc h e la u s  
w as sen t in to  exile.
H ow ever, this te rm ino logy  m ig h t h a v e  b een  
sim ply a n a rra to r’s m istak e  in  th e  em p lo y 
m ent of royal designations. W h a t in te r 
ests us m ost a t the  m o m en t is th a t c e rta in  
w ise m en cam e u p  to  Je ru sa lem  seek in g  th e  
new ly-born C hrist, o r th e  C hris t a b o u t to  be 
born , and  w hen  the  p o te n ta te  in Je ru sa le m  
heard  of th e ir e rran d , he em p loyed  th e m  
secretly  to  find th e  child a n d  re p o rt b ack  to  
him . B u t th ey  did n o t ex ecu te  th e ir  co m 
m issions.

TH E S E  W ise M en, or M agi, if w e  e x 
am ine  the  sacred  te x t care fu lly , w o u ld  

seem  to have  beheld  th e  S ta r in  th e  E as t 
w eeks or m on ths  b e fo re  it ap p ea red  o v er 
Ju d ea  on the  first C h ris tm as n ig h t— a ssu m 
ing th a t it did.
T h e  tex t tells us th a t th ey  a rriv e d  in  J e ru 
salem  a  considerable tim e p rio r to  th e  N a
tiv ity  and  w ere ap p a re n tly  search ing  fo r th e  
Child in th a t city, n o t being  su re  o f its b ir th  
date. A rchelaus— if he w ere  th e  d ig n ita ry  
concerned— heard  of the ir p resen ce  a n d  
sen t for them , secretly  a rran g in g  w ith  th e m  
to  rep o rt on  th e  C hild if th e ir  q u es t w ere  
successful i f
N ow  B eth lehem  as a v illage is o n ly  five 
m iles so u th w est o f Je ru sa lem . So th a t if 
the  W ise M en did ap p ea r a t th e  inn  th a t first 
C hristm as n igh t, th ey  m u s t h av e  com e 
dow n from  th e  N orth , and  on ly  five m iles a t 
th a t. A n d  they  cam e to  spy an d  rem a in ed  
to  adore. P erh ap s it w as fro m  th e m  th a t 
Joseph  learned  of th e  v ind ic tive  jea lousy  o f 
A rchelaus w hich caused  h im  to  flee w ith  h is 
w ife  and  child dow n in to  th e  land  o f th e  
P haraohs i f  i f
A t an y  rate , these W ise  M en gave it o u t 
th a t they  had seen Je su s ’ s ta r ‘‘in th e  E a s t ,” 
an d  the seeing o f it p ro m p ted  th em  to  m ake  
th e  long cam el trip  in to  T ra n s-Jo rd a n  to  be  
p resen t w hen  th e  d iv ine b irth  occu rred  i f  
W h at w e can th e  m o re  reasonab ly  accep t 
w as, th a t these  so-called W ise  M en w ere  
tru ly  P ersian  astro logers w ho  had  figured  a 
peculiar and  significant ju x tap o sitio n  o f th e  
p lanets for the  H o ly  N ight, and  b y  w o rk in g  
o u t the  ephem eris of localities, co n cu rred  
tha t the  sacred ev en t should  tak e  place 
som ew here in the  Je ru sa lem  v ic in ity . T h e  
early gospel w riters , e ither kno w in g  n o th in g  
of astro logy, or hav ing  little  or no  sy m p a th y  
w ith  it, m ade the ir rep o rts  seem  as th o u g h

th e ir  M ag i h a d  w itn e sse d  th e  brilliance of a 
lite ra l s ta r , w h ic h  m o v e d  b e fo re  them  till it 
re s te d  o v e r  B e th le h e m . Practically , what 
th o se  M ag i o b v io u s ly  sa id  w as, that they 
h a d  “se e n  b y  th e  e a s te rn  s ta rs” that this 
g re a t e v e n t w a s  d u e  to  ta k e  place, and had 
m a d e  th e  tr ip  w e s tw a rd  in  order to prove 
u p  o n  th e ir  f in d in g s.
C e r ta in ly  h a d  a  lite ra l s ta r  appeared  to them 
in  P e rs ia , o f  su ffic ien t lu m in o sity  to guide 
th e m  th e  fo u r  o r  five h u n d re d  m iles across 
in to  P a le s tin e , it w o u ld  h a v e  been  seen by 
te n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  co m m o n  folk  and got
te n  u n m is ta k a b le  re c o rd in g  in  the  archives 
o f  th e  tim e . T h e  d esc rip tio n  o f it would not 
h a v e  b e e n  c o n fin e d  so le ly  to  th e  sacred texts 
o f  th e  C h r is tia n  re lig io n .
M o re o v e r, if th o se  W ise  M en  did see a star 
s o m e w h e re  o v e r  in  P e rs ia , an d  it actually 
g u id e d  th e m  a c ro ss  th e  w a s te s  of the Ara
b ia n  d e se r t, w h a t  b e c a m e  o f it du ring  those 
d ay s  w h e n  th e y  w e re  sco u rin g  Jerusalem  or 
b e in g  re c e iv e d  b y  th e  e th n a rc h , Archelaus? 
T h e  a s tro lo g ic a l e x p la n a tio n  is the far more 
log ical ± f  ± f

'" 'T H E S E  W ise  M en  d ec la red  they  had seen 
^  C h r is t’s s ta r  “ in  th e  E a s t ."  T h a t of it

se lf m a rk e d  th e m  as  P ers ian s . Further
m o re , P e rs ia  a t  th e  tim e  w as  th e  traditional 
" h o m e  o f  m a g ic ” a n d  d iv in a tio n . It is from 
th e  w o rd  M ag i in  th e  P e rs ia n  th a t we get 
o u r  E n g lish  w o rd  “ m a g ic .”
A lth o u g h  v a r io u s ly  defined , the  words 
“ m a g ic ” a n d  " d iv in a t io n ” a re  so often  used 
in d isc r im in a te ly , o r  w ith  th e  m eaning of 
o n e  sh a d in g  off in to  th a t  o f the  other, that 
a c c u ra c y  o f d e fin itio n  is difficult.
M ag ic , h o w e v e r , p ro p e r ly  h ad  to  do w ith the 
u se  o f  o b je c ts  o r a c tio n s  to  p roduce , through 
in flu en ce  o v e r  th e  “ s p ir its ” o r djinn, phy
sical e ffects c o n tra ry  to  th e  n a tu ra l order. 
In  o n e  re sp e c t th e re fo re , it resem bled a 
c ru d e  fo rm  o f sc ience , w h ile  in  another it 
a p p ro a c h e d  th e  sp h e re  o f  relig ion.
“ M ag ic” r ite s  w e re  o f te n  im perfec t prayers 
o r e x te rn a l fo rm s  th ro u g h  w h ich  the deity 
w as  to  b e  m o v e d . “ D iv in a tio n ” on  the other 
h a n d  w a s  a n  e ffo rt, w ith o u t d isturb ing  the 
n a tu ra l  o rd e r  o f  e v e n ts , to  learn  w hat that 
o rd e r  w o u ld  be . T h e re fo re  it w as closely 
a k in  to  p ro p h e c y , a n d  in  m a n y  of its forms, 
as  it b e c a m e  h ig h ly  developed , approxi
m a te d  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  seer o r tru e  prophet. 
Y e t th e  d iv in e r  m ig h t still re so rt to magic 
r ite s  to  acco m p lish  h is  p u rp o se .
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T 'H E  M OST fu lly  d ev e lo p ed  s y s te m s  o f 
either magic or d iv in a tio n  w e re  fo u n d  in  

Egypt and B abylonia.
It has long been  a  m o o t q u e s tio n  w h e th e r  
the Hebrews b o rro w ed  th e irs  f ro m  o n e  o r 
the other. U n d o u b te d ly  th e y  b o rro w e d  
plenty from  th e  B a b y lo n ia n s  d u r in g  th e  
exile, but they  had  a  s tro n g  b a c k g ro u n d  fo r 
earlier form s deriv ed  f ro m  th e  E g y p tia n s  
among w hom  th ey  a lleged  th e y  re s id e d  fo r 
so long. Som e H e b re w  m a g ic  w a s , o f 
course, indigenous, in a sm u c h  as d isc a rn a te s  
must have m ade th e m se lv e s  m a n ife s t  in  
those far-off tim es as th e y  a t te m p t  to  do  in  
the seance room s o f to d a y .
Correlative term s fo r M ag ic  a n d  D iv in a tio n  
were Sorcery an d  S o o th say in g . T h e s e  tw o  
words implied sim ply  a  lo w e r g ra d e  o f  th e  
occult than the  fo rm er, a n d  w e re  g e n e ra lly  
used w hen the  p rac tices  w e re  p ro h ib ite d . 
The word M agic carries  w ith  it a n  e le m e n t 
of superiority, ju s t as D iv in a tio n  m ig h t b e  
regarded as leg itim ated  b y  th e  re su lts  w h ich  
it sought.
Sorcery in ev ery  in s ta n c e  w a s  re s o r te d  to  
when people desired  th e  a c c o m p lish m e n t o f 
some purpose th a t w as  c o u n te r  to  m o ra lity  
or religion, w hile so o th sa y in g  h as  a lw a y s  
pertained to an  u n h o ly  d es ire  to  p e e r  in to  
the unseen w orld  o f th e  fu tu re . T h e  s o o th 
sayer might, of course , b e  a  so rce re r.

h is fe llo w m an , an d  co n seq u en tly  w as re 
g a rd ed  as a  so rt o f public  enem y . T h e  
d a n g e r  w as, th a t he m ig h t ev en tu a lly  b reak  
u p  th e  c lan  o r tribe , o r even  u p se t th e  n a 
tio n a l life, b y  a rra y in g  u n seen  pow ers 
a g a in s t it.
S uch  an  effo rt too , m e an t fo rsak ing  th e  n a 
tio n a l god , a n d  w as  th e re fo re  to  be classed 
w ith  ido la try .
T h e  m o re  ac c u ra te  tru th  of th e  m a tte r  p rob 
ab ly  w as, th a t th e  p e tty  p o te n ta te s  w ho  
ru le d  th ese  a n c ie n t peop les re fu sed  to  to ler
a te  p e rso n s  in  th e ir k ingdom s w ho  m igh t de
v e lo p  a  b it o f an  edge on  th e  p revailing  d y 
n a s ty  b y  m ean s  of psych ica l com m unica tion . 
G iv e n  en o u g h  opposition  from  th e  discar- 
n a te  w orld , th e  m o n a rc h  an d  his co u rt m igh t 
lose th e ir  su p rem acy . So, in a  m easu re , the  
in d u lg en ce  in , o r en co u ra g em en t of, an y  
fo rm  o f p h e n o m e n a  becam e a crim e o f a 
p o litica l n a tu re , ev en  m ore  th a n  sp iritua l 
a l th o u g h  it is h a rd  to  tell w h ere  one  left off 
a n d  th e  o th e r  to o k  over.
W h e n  th e  peo p le  o f Je ru sa lem  once found  
th e m se lv es  in  th e  m ost serious stra its , they  
tu rn e d  in s tin c tiv e ly  to  th e  pow ers of the  u n 
seen  w o rld  fo r help , an d  thus  w ere  p ro 
n o u n c e d  g u ilty  o f ignoring  the ir G od.
T h is , like o th e r  efforts o f th e  k ind , testified  
to  th e  deep -sea ted  desire  of h u m a n ity  to  find 
so m e  so rt o f a  sy m p a th e tic— m ean ing  im 
m e d ia te— resp o n se  from  a  pow er g rea ter 
th a n  h u m a n , an d  as G o d  o ften  seem ed too 
a u g u s t  an d  fa r a w a y  to  be a p ractical help, 
lesser p o w ers  w e re  tu rn e d  to  w ho  w ere  felt 
to  b e  m o re  accessib le a n d  perchance  m ore 
c lose ly  a llied  to  h u m a n ity . In th is respect, 
Israe l w as  a t o n e  w ith  th e  la rger w orld  of 
to d a y .

’T 'H E  H E B R E W  leg is la tio n  w a s  e m p h a tic  
A in its condem nation  o f all th a t  p e r ta in e d  

to those arts  and  p resc rib ed  th e  m o s t d ra s tic  
punishment for them . T h e  e a r ly  Is rae lite s  
condemned all “ w itc h e s” — o r m e d iu m s , as  
we would te rm  th e m  to d a y — to  d e a th , in  
which attitude th e  H e b re w  la w  w a s  q u ite  in  
conformity w ith  th e  law s o f s u r ro u n d in g  n a 
tions. T he C ode o f H a m m u ra b i,  so m e
2,000 years befo re  C h ris t, in  its  v e ry  firs t 
paragraph, legislates a g a in s t w itc h c ra f t . T h e  
reason for this w as, th a t su ch  p ra c tic e s  w e re  
deemed to be c o n tra ry  to  th e  g e n e ra l socia l 
welfare. T he m an  w h o  s o u g h t th e  so rc e re r  
was endeavoring to  g a in  a n  a d v a n ta g e  o v e r

A R C H E L A U S , th e  te m p o ra ry  e thnarch , 
‘‘ '■w ould h av e  been  u n d e r no  such  Jew ish  
in h ib itio n s , how ever, a t re ta in in g  th ree  
tra v e lin g  as tro lo g ers  o r d iv iners  from  Persia  
to  co m b  th e  c ity  o r ad jacen t coun try side  in 
sea rch  o f a  m iracu lous babe  w ho  w as su p 
p o sed  to  g ro w  to  m a n h o o d  and  u n sea t his 
fam ily  d y n a s ty .
T h e  s tra n g e  p a r t in th e  w hole  o f it, as p re 
v io u s ly  m e n tio n ed , w as the  fac t th a t all th is 
n e c ro m a n tic  su b te rfu g e  inc iden t to  th e  N a
tiv ity , w as  n o t considered  of sufficient im 
p o rta n c e  to  be  included  in th e  G ospe ls  of 
M a rk  o r Jo h n .
F u rth e rm o re , a f te r  th e  W ise  M en v is ita tio n  
is described , w e  a re  to ld  th a t these  th ree  Per-
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sian astro logers le ft th e ir g ifts  o f go ld , 
frank incense and  m y rrh  an d  d e p a rte d  in to  
their ow n coun try , w h en ce  th ey  w e re  n e v e r  
heard  o f again . T h e re  is n o t e v e n  in d i
cation th a t th e y  rep o rted  th e  B e th leh em  in 
cident in P ersia  w h en  th ey  g o t th e re — th e  
w hole n a rra tiv e  m ak in g  th e  ra tio n a l C h ris 
tian  w o n d er w h a t p rac tica l p ro fit w as  e x 
trac ted  from  the ir trip .
N ow here in  a n y  P e rs ian  a cc o u n ts  do w e 
have reports  of an y  W ise  M en co m in g  back  
from  the  Je ru sa lem  v ic in ity  a n d  d ec la rin g  
of the ir p resence  a t th e  b ir th  o f th e  g re a t 
p rogen ito r of C h ris tian ity . O f co u rse  it is 
tru e  th a t Jesu s  did  n o t com e to  m a tu r ity  till 
th ir ty  years  a fte rw ard . In  o th e r  w o rd s, 
th ree  decades w ou ld  h av e  had  to  lapse  b e 
fore it could  be kn o w n , in  P ers ia  o r a n y 
w here else, w h e th er Jesu s  w as th e  g re a t p ro 
gen ito r of a  w orld-w ide n ew  re lig ion  o r n o t. 
T h ere  w ou ld  on ly  hav e  been  th e  u n s u p 
ported  w ord  o f the  T h ree  D iv ine rs  to  ta k e  
for it m eanw hile.
A lthough  the  sam e M agi a tte n d a n c e  is d e 
scribed in th e  sam e w a y  in  th e  Z e n d -A v e s 
ta , it n evertheless co n trib u te s  to  a  p re tty  
C hristm as legend.

'"T H E  C O N S T R U C T IV E  ra tio n a lis t, v iew - 
A ing th e  w ho le  com position , ta k e n  as w e  

find it in  th e  G ospels, w o n d ers  fro m  its b e 
g inn ing  to  its close, ju s t w ho  w as p re se n t a t 
these  h ap p en in g s to  ren d er so m in u te  an  
accoun t of th em  genera lly .
L ooked a t in th e  ligh t of m odern  n ew sp ap er 
repo rting , w e realize  th a t som e scribe o r 
com piler w ou ld  first h av e  h ad  to  e n jo y  a 
close acqu a in tan ce  w ith  Jo sep h  an d  his 
fam ily— p articu la rly  M ary , Je su s ’ m o th er. 
T h e  lady ’s m ost in tim a te  th o u g h ts  a n d  fears 
are  recorded fo r o u r ed ification  p rio r to  h e r 
delivery  A* A*
T h ereu p o n , th e  B eth lehem  seq u en ce  b e in g  
arrived  at, w e a re  in tro d u ced  to  th e  sh ep 
herds w ho  beheld  som e cosm ic w o n d e r in  
th e  heavens. T h e  shepherds, w e  can  as
sum e, w ere  ig n o ran t o r u n le a rn ed  m en , 
w ith o u t pencils or p ap er to  h a n d  to  ta k e  
dow n th e  exact w ords of th e  h eav e n ly  host. 
Y et som ehow  w e h av e  reco rded  fo r u s  p re 
cisely w h a t those s tockm en  h eard  spoken  
in an th em  from  high  above th e ir heads. 
T h a t gets in to  th e  n a rra tiv e  as th o u g h  th ey  
likew ise had  been  m o st care fu lly  in te r
view ed. T h a t m akes tw o  in te rv iew s A* 
T hen  appear th e  T h ree  D iv iners  on  th e

scen e , a n d  th e y  to o  p re su m a b ly  gave out in
te rv ie w s . T h e y  h a d  recognized  from im
m in e n t ju x ta p o s it io n s  o f s ta rs  in the Persian 
sk ies  th a t  a  n e w  re lig io u s  teacher was about 
to  b e  b o rn  in to  th e  w o rld  an d  had made the 
tr ip  to  J e ru s a le m  to  w itn e ss  it as approxi
m a te ly  a s  th e y  co u ld . T h e y  m ust also have 
ta t t le d  o n  th e  e sp io n a g e  proposition of 
A rc h e la u s  b e fo re  h e a d in g  straight east 
a c ro ss  th e  A ra b ia n  d e se rt fo r the return 
jo u rn e y  h o m e .
Y es, th e  d e p e n d a b le  o rig in  of all this nar
ra tiv e  m a tte r  le a v e s  u s  puzz led  and not a 
little  c u r io u s  as  to  w h o  th e  chronicler may 
h a v e  b e e n  to  g e t all th e se  details correctly 
a n d  in  su c h  ex p lic ity . If w e  w an t to allow 
th a t  o n e  D isc ip le  M a tth e w  w as the chronic
ler, th e n  h e  m u s t  h a v e  d o n e  it from  hearsay, 
b e c a u se  w e  m u s t  re m e m b e r th a t Matthew 
to o  w a s  a b o u t  th e  sam e  ag e  as Jesus, and 
w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a n  in fa n t him self at the 
p e rio d  A * A *

Y V  7 H A T  w e  d o  n o t  w a n t  to  overlook in the 
* ’ s e n tim e n t o f it is, th a t  like m any other 

in c id e n ts  in  e a rly  S c r ip tu re  it probably had 
a n  e n tire ly  ra tio n a l b asis , ju s t  as events of 
to d a y  th a t  w ill b e  d e c o ra te d  w ith  necroman
cies a  th o u s a n d  y e a rs  h ence , have  rational 
b a se s  in  h a p p e n in g s  o f  th e  p resen t.
T h e  n e g le c t to  b u ild  e v e ry th in g  sentimental 
u p o n  a  lite ra l h a p p e n in g , in jec ts  a spurious 
o r u n s o u n d  g ird e r  in to  th e  structu re  of 
m a n y  a n  o th e rw ise  d ep en d a b le  doctrine. 
T h e n  in  tim e  o f  g re a t sp iritu a l stress, the 
s e n tim e n t a s  a  s e n tim e n t fa ils  to  stand  up. 
A f te r  all, it sh o u ld  b e  th e  fu n d am en ta l of all 
d o c trin e  th a t  n o th in g  o ccu rs  in universal 
co sm os th a t  it  is n o t  le g itim a te  for us to 
ex a m in e , a n a ly z e , a n d  ra tio n a lly  under
s ta n d  A * A *

T T T E R  w isd o m  effects u tte r  goodness, be- 
cau se  th e  tru ly  w ise  p e rso n  perceives the 

d isa s tro u s  re a c tio n s  o f  so-called  evil prac
tices— or p ra c tic e s  in d u lg e d  in w ithout a 
c o m p re h e n s iv e  k n o w le d g e  o f th e ir  places in 
C o sm o s A * Ayr
A n d  th e  m y s tic a l W ise  M en  a re  no  excep
tio n  to  th e  ru le !  L e t u s  rem em ber that 
C h r is t’s S ta r  b y  n o  m e a n s  se t on  th a t first 
C h ris tm a s  n ig h t. It h a s  b e e n  sh in ing  with 
e v e r-in c reas in g  lu m in o s ity  o v er the  igno
ra n c e -d a rk e n e d  w o rld  ev e r  since.
B u t to o  o f te n  th e  ey es  o f th e  ignoran t are 
ho lden , a n d  do  n o t see a n d  a d m it it!
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CJ Are You One of Those Who Cannot 
Bear to Have Religious Error Exposed 
Without Viewing Such Examination as 
Subversive Atheism? . . .

Shutting the Mind to Truth 
Because Error Is Traditional . .

A N Y  p h ilo so p h e rs  o v e r  m a n y  
c e n tu rie s  h a v e  su b sc rib ed  to  
th e  so p h is try  th a t  R e lig io n  is 
n o t so m e th in g  to  b e  e x a m 
in e d ; it is so m e th in g  to  be 
believed . T h e  im p lic a tio n  is, 

that given sets o f p eo p le  h a v e  sp ir itu a l a s 
pirations th a t th e y  c a n n o t c o n tr iv e  to  g ra t
ify in the ir w o rld ly  lives, so  th e y  p ro ceed  
to set up a  s tru c tu re  o f m o ra l fa n ta s y  a n d  
treat it as th o u g h  its  e ssen ce  w e re  a c tu a l 
Somehow it n e v e r  seem s to  o ccu r to  th e se  
unsatisfied m o rta ls  th a t  if  th e y  w o u ld  go  to  
work to clear re lig ion  o f its su p e rs tit io n s  
and pure sp iritu a l su p p o sitio n s , th e y  w o u ld  
have som eth ing  th a t  w a s  n o t  o n ly  re liab le  
as to cosm ic fu n d a m e n ta ls  b u t  fu lfill a ll th e  
hungers of th e ir  so u ls  as  w ell.
Sincere s tu d en ts  o f tru e  ce le s tia lity  find  m o re  
wonders and  fecu n d itie s  in  th e  a c tu a l te rm s 
of conditions o f A lm ig h ty  P ro v id en ce , as 
modern m ystic ism  is tu rn in g  th e m  u p , th a n  
anything th a t can  b e  c o n ju re d  u p  o u t o f 
man’s hectic im ag in a tio n .
In other w ords, th e  T ru th  is m o re  m a rv e l
ous and prolific o f co n so la tio n  th a n  a n y th in g  
which en tire ly  m o rta l p re la te s  h a v e  s u b s ta n 
tiated for T ru th .
The trouble is, th a t c e r ta in  re lig io u s  n o tio n s  
become p ro jec ted  in to  h u m a n  so c ie ty  a n d  
mortal th o u g h t, u su a lly  in  re s u lt  o f  som e 
great sp iritual p h ilo so p h e r’s e a r th ly  m in is 
try am ong th is o r th a t  peo p le , a n d  p ass in g  
unchallenged o v e r a  series  o f  g e n e ra tio n s , 
they becom e in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  fo lk lo re  
and cu lture o f th e  race . N e c ro m a n tic  o r 
even viciously  e rro n e o u s  th o u g h  th e y  m a y  
be, w hoever th e n  p ro ceed s to  ch a llen g e  
them is qu ick ly  n o m in a te d  fo r  th e  g a rro te  o r 
the stake. H e  is, to  all p rac tica l effects, a

h ere tic . A n d  here tic s  tip  o v er p relacies an d  
so v ere ign ties . In o th e r  w ords, th e y  a re  
w o n t, if u n re s tra in e d , to  k ick  m o rib u n d  ec
clesiastics o u t o f co m fo rtab le  jobs. 
W h o so e v e r tip p e th  o u t o f h is job  he  w ho  
h a th  dec la red  h im se lf in  p a r tn e rsh ip  w ith  
th e  a lm ig h ty  agenc ies o f th e  un iv e rse , le t 
h im  look q u ick ly  fo r e a rth ly  exit.
If he  lo o k e th  n o t fo r it h im self, behold  
p le th o ra  o f ira te  d ig n ita rie s  fo rth w ith  assist 
h im  to  find  it.

’“T H E  A C T U A L  n a rra tiv e , a n d  m o tiv a tio n , 
o f th e  C h ris t A d v e n t an d  th e  C h ris t 

M ission  is so m u ch  v a s te r  a n d  g ra n d e r th a n  
a n y th in g  a d v a n c e d  b y  o rth o d o x y — w h o se  
li te ra tu re  is tw o  th o u sa n d  y ears  b eh in d  the  
e n lig h te n m e n ts  o f to d a y — th a t th e  fearless 
a n d  tre n c h a n t s tu d e n t is appa lled  b y  th e  
co m p ariso n s
Y et w h a t do w e find h a p p en in g ?
In s te a d  o f h a rk e n in g  to  th e  possib le  ev i
d en ce  th a t th is  is so, th e  reac tio n s  o f m il
lions o f peo p le  on  b e in g  exposed  to  th e  m e n 
ta l a n d  m o ra l a lte ra tio n s  o f such  ev idence  is 
to  se t u p  th e  c ry : “ H e re  is a th e ism  in a  
n e w  f o r m ! A n y  a tte m p t to  shed  a b rig h te r 
a n d  p u re r  lig h t on  th e  C h ris t ca reer w ears  
e v e ry  asp ec t o f a su b tle  su b v ers io n . T h is  
so rt o f th in g  th e  godless p o te n ta te s  o f S atan
ic B o lshev ia  do. T h e re fo re  a n y  w ho  p ro fess  
to  a lte r  o u r trad itio n a l concep ts , ev en  in the  
ligh t o f m o re  w h o leso m e tru th , is sec re tly  a 
B o lsh ev is t’ ’ >  &
S trid e  u p  th e  y ea rs  w ith  all th e  m a rty rs  w ho  
h a v e  ev e r so u g h t to  b rin g  h u m a n ity  a n o b le r 
c o n ce p t o f celestia l re la tions , an d  r in g in g  in 
th e ir  ea rs  is th is  sam e c ry  o f a t te m p t a t m ass 
su b v ers io n
T h e  S cribes an d  P h arisees  scream ed  it a t  no
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less a p e rso n a g e  th a n  O u r  L o rd  h im s e l f ! i f f  
M ost o f  u s  a re  fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  f a m o u s  
c o n tro v e rsy  in  th e  T e m p le  o v e r  th e  “ c a s tin g  
d o w n ” o f  th e  b u ild in g  a n d  H is  re b u ild in g  o f  
it w ith in  th re e  d ay s . It w a s  n o t  o n ly  h e re s y  
o f th e  v ile s t s o r t ; it w a s  b la s p h e m y  a s  w e ll. 
So  th e  Je w ish  p re la te s  d ec id ed . A n d  th e y  
re fe rre d  to  H im  as “ th is  fe llo w .”
T h a t  J e s u s  w o u ld  h a v e  n e e d e d  th re e  d a y s  
to  reb u ild  th e  T e m p le , g ra n te d  H e  o r  a n y 
b o d y  e lse  “ c a s t it d o w n ” g iv e s  u s  o u r  c u e  
th a t  th e  sac red  sc r ip t h a s  h e re  b e e n  ta m 
p e red  w ith , fo r if J e s u s  e lec te d  to  r e s to re  th e  
T e m p le  a f te r  su ch  a  w re c k in g , b y  a to m ic  
m a te r ia liz a tio n , H e  c o u ld  p ro b a b ly  h a v e  
d o n e  it in  as  s w if t a  tim e  as  H e  m a te r ia liz e d  
th e  food  fo r  th e  F iv e  T h o u s a n d  o u t  o f  th e  
five lo av es  a n d  tw o  fishes. H e  w o u ld  h a v e  
a cc o m p lish e d  it, in  o th e r  w o rd s , in  a b o u t  
th e  sam e  tim e  th a t  it to o k  H im  to  th in k  th e  
th o u g h t o f  th e  T e m p le ’s re s to ra t io n . H o w 
ev er, th a t  is a  p a ss in g  d ig re ss io n  . . .
O u r  L o rd , in  th e  ey es  o f  th e  J e w is h  p re la te s , 
w as  a b la sp h e m e r, a n  in te r lo p e r , a n  a g e n t  
o f th e  E vil O n e , a n  im p o s te r , a  so w e r  o f  
sed itio n s , a n d  g e n e ra l a n d  a ll- ro u n d  s c o u n 
d rel. H e  b ro u g h t a n e w  v e rs io n  o f  t ru th ,  
a n d  th e y  sc reech ed  in  th e  id iom  o f  th e ir  d a y , 
“ H e  is p re a c h in g  a th e ism ! H e  d o es  n o t 
su b sc rib e  to  th e  G o d  o f W ra th  w h o  s to n e d  
th e  A m m o n ite s  fo r o u r  fa th e rs , a n d  b es id es , 
if H e  g e ts  to o  m a n y  p e o p le  to  fo llo w  H im , 
o r  b e liev e  in H is  d o c trin e s , w e  sh a ll h a v e  n o  
fu r th e r  ho ld  u p o n  th e  c u p id itie s  o f  th e  
m a ss e s ” i f f  i f f
So th e y  to o k  c o u n se l a m o n g  th e m se lv e s , 
h o w  th e y  cou ld  liq u id a te  H im .
It w a s  th e  old , old  s to ry  o f  so m e o n e  a r r iv in g  
o n  e a r th  w ith  a  b e t te r  a n d  fin e r c o n c e p t o f  
th e  E te rn a l V eritie s , a n d  n o m in a tin g  H im 
self fo r th e  s ta k e — or th e  c ro ss— b e c a u se  
H e  u p se t c o m fo rta b le  tra d itio n s .
T o d a y , p e rch a n ce , H e  m ig h t be  ca lled  R e d !

" T H E  E C C E N T R IC  cla im  h a s  b e e n  ad - 
v an ce d , th a t  it m ig h t b e  b e t te r  fo r  th e  

w o rld  sp ir itu a lly  if C h ris t n e v e r  a p p e a re d  
fo r a r e tu rn  e a rth -v is it a t  all. T h e  b as is  fo r 
th e  su g g e s tio n  is, th a t n o  m a tte r  w h a t H is  
a sp ec t, o r d e p o r tm e n t, o r  offices, H e  is g o 
in g  to  be  b o u n d  to  d is illu s io n  m illio n s  o f  
peo p le  w h o  h a v e  a lre a d y  c o n c o c te d  th e ir  
o w n  n o tio n s  a n d  illu s io n s  o f  w h a t  Je su s  
looks like, w h a t h is  c o n d u c t a s su re d ly  is, 
a n d  w h a t sp ir itu a l b en e fits  sh o u ld  b e  c o m 
m an d ed  u n d e r  H is  p h y sica l p re sen ce . N o t

to  b e  c ra s s , m illio n s  o f people would look 
u p o n  th e  r e tu r n e d  C h ris t and  exclaim: “For 
p i t y ’s s a k e , is th a t  C h r is t!” and feel that 
s o m e h o w  o r  o th e r  th e y  h ad  been hoaxed all 
th e ir  y e a rs .
T h e  p o in t  to  b e  e m p h a s iz e d  is that Eternal 
T r u th ,  w h o s e  re n d it io n  in  th e  m ortal arena 
p a s s e s  fo r  R e lig io n , is n ev e r conceived in 
e n t i r e ty ,  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  ex h au sted — at least 
n o t  in  th is  m u n d a n e -o c ta v e  o f infinity i f  
T o  m illio n s  o f  c o m m o n  folk , w ho never pay 
m u c h  a t te n t io n  to  su c h  m a tte rs  from New 
Y e a r ’s to  C h r is tm a s ,  re lig ion  is the mere 
a c k n o w le d g in g  o f  C h r is t ’s one-tim e career 
o n  e a r th  a n d  th e  p e c u lia r i ty  o f H is office in 
th e  im m e d ia te  h e re a f te r  to  supp ly  recalci
t r a n t  m o r ta ls  w ith  th e  g if t  o f e ternal life i f  
T h is  a c k n o w le d g m e n t ,  w h e n  publicly done, 
is c a lle d  C o n v e rs io n . T h e  theologians of 
m o re  th a n  a  th o u s a n d  y e a rs  ago fixed up 
th e  w h o le  h y p o th e s is  in th e ir  ow n minds, 
a n d  h a v in g  fix ed  it u p , th e y  pronounced it 
in fa llib le . If  a n y b o d y  q u e s tio n e d  w hat they 
h a d  p ro n o u n c e d  in fa llib le , h e  fo rthw ith  was 
c a u g h t  a t  h o m e  w h ile  e a tin g  breakfast, 
d ra g g e d  to  th e  b a r  o f  th eo lo g ica l despotism 
b y  n o o n , a n d  tie d  to  th e  b ru sh -h e a p  so that 
th e  e v e n in g  fa g g o ts  w o u ld  ligh t up the 
n ig h t  i f f  i f f
T h e  t r u e  te n e ts  o f  C o sm o s  ta k e  no  note of 
all th is  m a n -m a d e  o r th o d o x  reprisal, of 
c o u rse , b u t  c o n t in u e  to  p u sh  th e ir  exposi
tio n s  o n  so c ie ty , g e n e ra tio n  a f te r  gener
a t io n  a n d  a g e  a f te r  ag e .
R e lig io n  is th e o lo g ie s  su ccee d in g  one an
o th e r  w ith  all o f  th e  m o ra l p y ro techn ics  of 
C e n tra l A m e r ic a n  re v o lu t io n s , b u t  alas, as in 
C e n tra l A m e r ic a n  re v o lu t io n s  too , certain 
n u m b e rs  o f  h a p le ss  fo lk  m u s t lose the ir lives 
in su c h  su c c e ss io n s .

'" T H E  W H O L E  p ro p o s a l su m s  u p  to  this—  
If G o d ’s t r u th  b e  a v a ila b le , w h y  not 

g ra s p  it  e a g e r ly  a n d  t r y  to  find  o u t w h a t it 
c o n s is ts  o f, n o  m a t te r  w h a t  m a n -m a d e  tra 
d it io n s  m a y  b e  u p s e t?
W h a t  if it  h a p p e n  th a t  in s te a d  o f  taw dry  
d is illu s io n , th e  re v e la tio n  as  it ap p e a rs  is 
tw e n ty  to  fo r ty  tim e s  m o re  s p le n d o rfu l than 
th e  a rc h a ic  p re la te s  h a v e  c o n ju re d  u p  o u t of 
th e  d e p th s  o f  th e ir  sp ir itu a l a n d  scientific 
ig n o ra n c e ?  i f *  i f f  
T h e  o p e n  m in d  is th e  t h i n g !
If T r u th  c a n ’t s ta n d  e x a m in a t io n  " w ith  the
n a k e d  e y e ’’ w h a t m e rit can  lie in  ad u la tio n  
o f  fa b r ic a tio n ?
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Golden Script. .

December 3, 1941

Y D E A R L Y  B e lo v ed : H a v e  I 
n o t to ld  y o u  th a t  d o lo u r h a th  
its p a t te rn ?  W h y  w ill y e  w a l
low  in b o g s o f  c o n fu s io n s?
1 say , th o se  m a k in g  m elo d ies  
u n to  th e  E te rn a l w o u ld  tu n e  

your s taunch  m a rc h in g s  to  sco res  o f h ig h  
concepts!
2 H ear ye m y  w o rd s : I sp e a k  in  th o se  m e l
odies ; I give you  an  a r ia  u n to  y o u r  w ailin g s .
3 The u n sac ro san c t o f life  h a v e  sa id : T h e  
earth is a c e ssp o o l; its s te n c h  h a th  a  to x in ; 
verily the u n g o d ly  flood o u r  la n d s  to  s u r fe it ;  
we are pariah  in an  e x i le ; o u r  h ead s  h a v e  n o  
pillows i p
4 I tell you , be loved , th a t  y o u r  w its  h a v e  
a to rm en t; th is e n e m y  h a th  h o a x e d  y o u ;  
verily it b ecom eth  p ro fitab le  to  h im  th a t  ye  
should ea t c o n fu s io n s ; h e  p e r fo rm e th  u n to  
strategy; he defile th  y o u r  g o in g s  o u t;  y o u r  
arrivings a re  beclouded .
5 V erily he sa ith  to  h im se lf : T h e  fe e t o f 
the stup id  do c o u rt m a n y  p i t f a l ls ; if  so  b e  it 
we entice th e m  in to  fu lso m e  m o ra sse s , th e n  
shall w e seize th e ir  p ro g e n y ’s in c re m e n ts .
6 W hat d iscou rse  is th is  th a t  y e  sh o u ld  be 
troubled?
7 T he w orld  h a th  its legacy  to  b e q u e a th  u n 
to the rig h teo u s ; v e rily  it h a th  its p a c t w ith  
precursors o f a u g u rie s .
8 I say th a t th e  m a n  b e h o ld e n  to  g re a t ev ils 
carrieth his cross a n d  p re se n tly  it fe lle th  h im ; 
and ye t I say  m o re  ip
9 It com eth  to  m in e  h e a rin g  th a t  ca re s  o f 
S tate im pede th e  b e se e c h m e n ts  o f  th e  r ig h t
eous; is th a t  o f  g re a t m o m e n t to  th o se  
w ith  clear v is io n ?
10 B ehold th e  b a ld  en s ig n  w a v e th  on  th e  
b a ttlem en ts ; th e  lo rd s o f w a r  c o n g re g a te ; 
they e ru c t in  th e ir  v e s tm e n ts ; th e y  sa y  b e 
tw een  th e m se lv es : W e  a re  b e h o ld e n  to  n o  
equities, verily  o u r  a rm s  a re  lu sh  w ith  a  con- 
q u e ra g e ; w e  com e a n d  go v as tly , in  th a t  w e  
are  valian t.

1 1 I say  th e  tim e  co m eth  w h e n  th o se  w ho  
b u ild  sh ad o w s, a re  e n g u lfe d  in  a c loud  of 
th e ir  fu lso m e b efo g g in g s.
12 I say  th e  tim es  v is it y o u  w h e n  th e  sou ls  
o f  th e  c irc u m sp ec t su m m o n  th e ir  c o h o rts ; 
th e  r ig h te o u s  h a v e  th e ir  rad ia n ce ; th e y  file 
fo r th  in  d azz lem en t.
13 I a sk  it a g a in : H a v e  I y e t b esp ak e  y o u  
fa lse ly ?  H a v e  m y  p ro m isin g s d e fec tin g s?
14 T h e  e a r th  g ro a n e th  g ro ssly  as  a  w o m an  
in  ch ildbed ; th e  a ir  ho ld e th  c lam o rs ; verily  
th ir ty  m en  do  m e e t to g e th e r  an d  tw o-sco re  
a n d  n in e  h a v e  a  v e rm in  e n c ru s tin g  th e m ; 
it s tin k e th  th e ir  p re c e p ts ; th e y  to a s t u n to  
w reck ag e  ip
1 5 S hall w e  w h o  ho ld  ta p e rs  to  e te rn a l b e n e 
fac tio n s  be  d e m e n te d  b y  scribes w h o se  in k 
p o ts  ho ld  carcasses?
16 I say , be  sagacious. Y e a re  k n o w n  o f 
y o u r  po isings.
1 7 T h e  ev il m an , I te ll y o u , h a th  a lim it on  
his v e n tu r in g s ; he  g re e te th  th e  d aw n  a n d  it 

seem e th  fecu n d  to  h im ; he  c rie th  in b ra v a d o : 
It is lig h t fo r m y  w res tin g s .
18 W h e n  did  th e  su n  rise fo r such , m y  b e 
loved? H a th  its rad ia n ce  v assa lag e ?  D o th  
it b laze  fo r th e  d e m en ted ?
19 T h e  no isy  w ak e , th e  fu lsom e toil, th e  
h a rsh  m arch , th e  b en ig h ted  b iv o u ac— shall 
th e se  n o t be  th e  spoil o f th o se  w h o se  v a u n t-  
ings c h a rm  th e m ?
20 I say  th e re  is a  no b le r su m m o n s  fo r h im  
w h o  re a so n e th  sim ply .
21 W h y  w a s te  y o u r  frenz ies  a m o n g s t th e  
b e n ig h te d ?  H a th  th e  G od  o f D ays n o  ach e  
fo r y o u ?
22 W h e n  S o d o m ’s w h o red o m s baffle y o u , 
rece iv e  y e  th is  th o u g h t a n d  re la x  in  y o u r  
v ex in g s—
23 It h a th  com e u p o n  th e  evil m a n  th a t h is 
a u g u ry  tr ic k e th  h im ; h is fea rs  s ta lk  as
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pestilence ; he e n d u re th  in  te n s io n , i p  i p
24 B ehold, a m u le ts  fail h im ; h e  is cas t in 
to  tu rm o il w h ere  d a rk n e ss  g iv e th  p a lsy ; h is 
reason ings u n n e rv e  h im .
25 H av e  I g iven  m y  to n g u e  to  sp ec io u s  ac- 
c la im ings? T h e  tim es o f th e  p re s e n t h a v e  a 
h u m o r to  m a tu re  th a t th e  tim es  o f T o m o r
row  h a v e  th e ir  b re v e t to  b rilliance.
26 H o w  k n o w  y e  d a rk n ess  till D a w n  h a th  
a  b reak in g ?
27 B ehold  if B aa l's  sons b u rn  n o  in c e n se  to  
adu lte rie s , th e n  co m eth  n o  b e q u e s t to  th o se  
o f sw eet con stan cy .
28 M y p ro m ise  is m in e  accolade. I g ive  y o u  
no  p ro p h ecy  lu sh  w ith  false d o c trin e . I deal 
n o t in  fu tu rin g s , in  th a t  th e y  a re  d is ta n t;  I 
offer m y  m in io n s m y  h a n d  in  a  p ac t, th a t  
u n til th e  m isch ievous d isb an d  as a  rabb le , 
th e  B rig h t O n e  is he ld  to  th e  p lig h t o f th e ir  
la n g u o rs  i p
29 T h e re  is a rm o r in  to le rance . It g o e th  n o t 
p ro p itio u s ly  w ith  th e  ev il m a n  u n ti l h e  h a th  
cast off th e  m ail o f h is g o d le ssn ess; b eh o ld  
he p e rce iv e th  w h e re in  it fa ile th  h im , th a t  
u n til h e  is n a k e d  he  c a n n o t w in  v ic to ries .
30 T h e re  is a bell an d  a lam p , a n  a la rm  a n d  
a  to c sin ; th e re  is a  n ig h t a n d  a  d aw n , a n d  a  
scroll an d  an  a n th e m ;
31 W e  a re  so n g ste rs  b eh o ld en  to  a  m u sic  
th a t h a th  w ro u g h t u s, b u t  w e  sing  n o t, b e 
loved , till th e  tim es b e  rip e  w ith  d isco rd  i p
32 W h e n  is th a t d iscord? M e n ’s cow ard ice  
m a k e th  it.
33 B ehold  w e  a re  n o t so ld iers a t  w a rs  o f 
old gods; w e  a re  sh ep h erd s  o f com passion  
w ho  te n d  flocks o f certa in ties .
34 T h e  earth -gods m a k e  w a r in  v ices th a t  
c o n q u e r th e m ; th e  p ro s titu te s  o f v a lo r h a v e  
th e  sw ee te r concupiscence.
35 I com e to  y o u  as o n e  w h o  h a th  seen  a  
re v e la tio n ; 1 dw ell in  y o u r  conscience  as o n e  
w ho  h a th  jo u rn ey ed .
36  I besp eak  u n to  y o u r  w is tlin g s  fa r  lan d s 
an d  g re a t voyag in g s, b u t b eh o ld  in  th e  zest 
o f th em , I b r in g  y o u  th e ir  m agic.
37 T h e  w o rld  h a th  a  call to  e n d u re  
a g re a t pestilence , th a t  fro m  th e  co n 
tag io n  o f its lecheries m a y  com e a 
fu m ig a tio n  th a t h a th  incense  in  its  
equ ities . i P
38 W e  seek  n o t th e  m a n  w h o se  face 
ho ldeth  clam or, say ing , W h y  so u n d  
ye tu m u lt?
39 W e  arise  a n d  g ree t th e  calm  
ones; w e ask  th e m  of th e ir  b re v e ts ;  
w e m arch  an d  ask  re c ru itin g s  of

th o s e  w h o  te a c h  h a rm o n ie s ; we cast vaster 
sh a d o w s  b e fo re  th e  com ing  of the healers, 
th a t  th e ir  s ilh o u e tte s  b e  tocsins to those who 
b re e d  m isc h ie fs .
4 0  I te ll y o u  th e  tran sg ressio n s must first 
co m e, b e lo v e d ; th e  ev il m an  m ust eat his ig
n o ra n c e ;  h e  m u s t  see  h is fell shadow pro
c la im in g  h is  littlen ess .
41 Y e c o m e  n o t  in , a n d  go n o t out, because 
v a u n t in g s  h a v e  in sp ire d  y o u ; ye come in 
a n d  go  o u t  in  th a t  b re v e ts  have ennobled 
y o u ;  y e  h a v e  h a rk e n e d  to  th e ir promptings; 
y e  h a v e  c a s t to  th e m  y o u r  gauntlets.
42  I sa y  th a t  th e  d a rk  w ay , and the foul 
v a lle y , h a v e  th e ir  e r ra n d s  in th is picturing; 
th e y  p re sa g e  th e  h ig h ro a d s  w here  sunlight 
fa ile th  f a t ly ;  th e y  b e sp e a k  th e  approaches 
to  p la z a s  o f  e ffu lg en ce .
43  F o r  b e h o ld  u n le ss  m a n  seeth  the dark
so m e  v a le  a n d  tre a d e th  n o t its shadows, he 
p e rc e iv e th  n o  u p la n d s  th a t a re  swept by 
c lean  s ta m in a s .
4 4  E v e r  a n d  a n o n  th e  da rk n ess  seeketh 
ra d ia n c e ; it is p a rc e l o f th e  Infin ite  that the 
b la ck  w a y  g o e th  b e fo re  th e  b rig h t path, that 
m a n  c o m e th  b a c k  to  a  know ledge  of his 
G o d h o o d  b y  s in k in g  h is  fe e t in the  mires of 
s te rile  v a u n tin g s .
45 I te ll y o u , b e lo v ed , th e  p rocess is cosmic!
46  T h e  b r ig h t w a y , a n d  th e  d e ft sunshine, 
g iv e th  th e  ra d ia n c e  to  th o se  bew ailing  blind
n e s s ; b e h o ld  it se rv e th  th e m  w ith  vision 
th a t  th e ir  s ig h t b e  u n fo g g e d  in  the  rays of 
b en eficen ce  i p
47  D o  y e  th in k  th e  c o n c o u rse  h a rd y ?  Look 
y e  u p o n  it th a t  life  h a th  n o  fro lic ; it spread- 
e th  its  v a lo rs  to  g iv e  y o u r  w its  sinew .
48  I see a  g re a t c o n c o u rse  o f  th e  stalwart, 
b u t  b eh o ld  th e y  h a v e  w a lk e d  in  th e  smokes 
o f g re a t b u r n in g s ; th e y  h a v e  g iv en  the ir hos
ta g es  to  la m b e n t c o m p a ss io n s ; they  have 
a risen  a n d  co m e in to  th e  re s ts  o f tum ult s 
o p ia tes , i p
49  H o w  o th e rw ise  k n o w  th e y  th e  sw eets of

g re a t a c tio n s?  H o w  co m eth  the ig
n o ra n t  m a n  to  k n o w  th e  squalo r of 
h is v a n itie s  u n le ss  h e  h a th  first jour
n e y e d  fro m  e n d u ra n c e  to  com pas
s ion?  i p
50 T h is  is m y  co u n se l, u tte re d  to 
y o u r  v ig ilance . Scoff n o t a t th e  evil 
tim es  b u t  b eh o ld  th e ir  im perm a
n e n c e ; look  ra th e r  to  th e  treasures 
em b ed d ed  in th e ir  p e n u rie s , th a t they 
m a ke th e  sw eet v a lo rs  o f w isdom  
th e ir  team -m ates .
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The Galilean 
■Fellowship
THE GALILEAN Fellowship is a na

tional congregation of earnest men 
and women, each one located by divine 
plan in his place throughout America, 
to aid in bringing about a fundamental 
remodeling of Gentile institutions—  
Religious, Economic and Political.

Its adherents consider themselves Ra
tional Christians— that is to say, Chris
tians possessing and exercising the fac
ulty of reasoning, or examining the di
vine life of Christ and its message for 
its probable import in the light of mod
em physics and psychical research— and 
proceeding to reconcile the three-

Believing that the earthly tenure com
prises whole series of lives in physical 
bodies before celestial graduation is ef
fected, they give credence to the hypoth
esis that the reason for their strong in
clination toward the personality and 
times of Jesus is based upon the literal 
fact of their having lived in a physical 
body in the opening years of the Chris
tian era and that thousands of them in 
flesh today were present on earth when 
Christ was in Gaulilee and either par
took of, or witnessed, the momentous 
happenings upon which the current re
ligion of Christianity is based.

They believe that Nature implanted the 
reasoning faculty in man for religious 
as well as secular use and that it can be 
so exercised without the slightest detri
ment to Christian principles when the 
true facts behind Life and Death are 
brought to fullest examination without 
any inhibitions imposed by dogma, and 
that the findings of neither modem Sci
ence nor Spiritism are at variance with 
the real Gaulilean philosophy of Jesus 
when the latter is recovered in its purity 
and divorced from the private designs 
of Judaism

Members of the Fellowship hold that 
they have a direct obligation to assist in 
a reformation of present-day Religious, 
Economic and Political systems by dis
passionately examining the malodorous 
subversions of these in daily society, de
termining what the root causes of them 
may be, and then entertaining recom
mendations that bear society in exactly 
the opposite direction, away from bed
lam and into social, financial and spir
itual tranquillity.

They meet once a week— preferably on 
Sunday evenings— to study these mal
odorous subversions and consider coun
ter recommendations, together with what 
can be achieved in the way of bringing 
the latter to practical operation-

They have a recognized leader for each 
congregation who is servant to the said 
congregation in this: that he undertakes 
to arrange for the holding of said meet
ings and provide them with the mate
rial that enlightens their understanding 
and coordinates their remedial efforts.

There is no “membership” in the con
ventional sense— those believing in the 
truths that are expounded,, meeting in 
Upper Chamber groups and receiving the 
intelligence that helps them to perform 
their renovating roles in the imminent 
purging of frustrated society. Anyone 
may start a group who makes the neces
sary arrangements for receiving the 
weekly material supplied to leaders, i *
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The Eternal Christmas Gift
E SHOULD accept it as a fundamental of 

our faith that in striving to enlighten the on
coming generations in the manifestations 
and decrees of Cosmos, we are but repaying 
our debt to stupendous hosts of transcendent 
beings who in times past have paused in 
their upward journey to enlighten us in turn. 
It is not our concern that in the beginning of 
every freshly created soul the state of 

innocence is the state of unawareness of the universe, its laws, and 
the relationship of the individual spirit to denizens of the Infinite. 
Innocence is too often tragic ignorance. W e are concerned with the 
fact that the Great Motivating Essence imparted Its own self- 
awareness to conscious beings that were to follow after. Each 
generation learned by trial, experiment, or instruction, and the only 
price for the tuition was that it should give the next succeeding 
generation the benefit of its acquired wisdom. True religion, there
fore, is a Passing-Down process; it is a relaying to hosts of 
child like spirits the cosmic sophistication. The man who learns but 
does not disseminate is committing the unpardonable sin that will 
destroy him, for he is bottling up his wisdom within his own self, and 
sooner or later it must burst the bonds of its confinement and find 
expression in disastrous detonation. Here in mortality we are living 
at the bottom of the ladder of revealment. We climb steadily, life 
by life, cycle by cycle. But only as we give out and pass along that 
which has enriched us, do we acquire the muscles for ever higher 
climbing. All of which means that you have a duty to share your
self and your attainments with those not so long out of the Ocean of 
Divine Consciousness. View the scheme for spiritual promotion in 
its truth and the phrase “being our brother’s keeper” takes on real 
meaning. Only as we empty ourselves of the freights of experience 
do we make room within ourselves for newer and richer inrushes of 
intelligence. Static people have merely stopped themselves up. 
Giving and receiving are therefore parts of the one gesture. To give 
is to receive, even the giving of concurrent wisdom, because thereby 
do we empty the receptacle that stores the Divine Benefaction!


