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FREEMASONS
MONTHLY MAGAZINE.

Vor. 11.] BOSTON, NOVEMBER 1, 1842, [No. 1.

INTRODUCTION.

WiTH the present number, commences the second volume of this Mag-
azine. The experiment,—for such in some measure it was,—has been
eminently successful. The work is firmly established. Its reputation is
good. And with bright hopes for the future, we proceed to “ fresh fields
and pastures new.”

The character of the work differs from that of any Masonic Magazine
ever before published in this country. Unlike all its predecessors, (with a
single exception,*) it is exclusively devoted to the interests of the Craft,—
to the discussion of Masonic principles and the spread of Masonic intel-
ligence. It is, in letter and spirit, a Masonic work. The volume just
closed, is a volume on FREEMASONRY, and nothing else. The Brother
who would consult it, is not required to wade through an ocean of miscel-
laneous selections, to find, scattered here and therc among the obsolete and
worthless, a few articles of Masonic interest. Let him open it where he
will, and his eye falls on a Masonic page. It differs, likewise, from its
predecessors, in that it furnishes foreign,as well as domestic, infelligence.
This is an undertaking never heforc attempted in this country. The
reason for it, perhaps, is to be found in the great expense and labor at-
tending the establishing and maintaining an extensive correspondence.
With us, the labor is not an admissible objection. To meet the expense,
we rely on the patronage of the Fraternity.

We respectfully, but confidently submit, that we have faithfully redeem-
ed whatever pledges were given at the commencement of our labors ; and,
we trust, the expectations of all have been realized. We do not fear
contradiction, when we say, that no event of importance or of special in-

* The ** Amaranth, or Masonic Garland,” by the editor of this Magazine.
1



2 INTRODUCTION.

terest, has occurred in the Masonic Fraternity, during the last year, either
in this country or in Europe, that has not been noticed in the Magazine.
We are aware of the force of this remark. But it is not a mere gascon-
ade. It is justified by the extent of our means of information. We have
spared neither labor nor expense in this respect. Our aim has been to make
the Magazine a universal organ of communication, for the whole Frater-
nity, wherever dispersed. And although our arrangements are not yet
fully perfected, our facilities at the present time are greater than at any
former period. They may readily be made equal to our wishes. They
must, however, be graduated by our means. As the patronage of the
work increases, they will be extended.

The geographical extent of the circulation of the Magazine, is equal to
that of arny other periodical published in the country. It embraces every
State and Territory in the Union,—the British North American Provinces,
and the Republics of Texas and Hayti. In all these we have regular sub-
scribers. In addition to which, the work is regularly sent to correspon-
dents in England, France, and other parts of Europe. But its numerical
circulation,—though it has more than realized our anticipations,—is not
equal to that of the miscellaneous Magazines; nor is it in proportion to
the labor and expense bestowed on its preparation. We rely, however,
with entire confidence, on the continued exertions of our agents, and the
co-operation of our Brethren, in removing this cause of inequality in the
comparison. If there has ever been a doubt of the utility of a work like
the present, we may safely say, that it no longer exists ; or, else, that it is
confined to the passive members of the Fraternity. The general appro-
bation with which the Magazine has been received, not oply by individual
Brethren, but by most of the Grand Lodges in the country, is the best evi-
dence that we can desire, or offer, on this point. We therefore confidently
ask the co-operation of our Brethren in extending its circulation ; believ-
ing, that in so doing, they will not only oblige us, but subserve the true and
best interests of the Institution, by diffusing among its members correct
Masonic intelligence, and a more general knowledge of the principles and
usages recognized by the Brotherhood throughout the globe.

Our labors, the past year, have been arduous ; but theyhave been light-
ened by the cheering approbation of our Brethren,—by the spontaneous
and warm-hearted expressions of approval and encouragement, that have
reached us from all parts of the country. We will not particularize.
They all demand our thanks. We will endeavor to merit a continuance
of their favorable opinions. If we shall be successful in this, our fondest
wishes will have been gratified.
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PROFICIENCY OF CANDIDATES.

WE are gratified to notice that the subject of the proficiency of candi-
dates, in passing from an inferior to a superior degree, is beginning to re-
ceive the attention which its importance demands. Among the proceed-
ings had at the late meeting of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, we find
the following resolution :—

 Resolved, That all candidates, before being passed and raised, shall
be examined in open Lodge, as to their proficiency.”

The phraseology of this resolution is a little obscure ; but it is evident-
ly intended to be understood as referring to the proficiency made by the
candidate in the degrees which he may have already received, before he
shall be advanced to a superior degree. And although it is not so express-
ed, the inference is, that, if on the examination, it shall appear that he
has not made satisfactory improvement, his further advancement is to
be deferred until such time as he shall have attained the requisite profi-
ciency. If this be not intended, then we do not perceive the particular
benefit which is to result, either to the candidate or the Lodge, from the
examination. But if this be the intention, and the candidate is made to
understand that he cannot, under any circumstances, (without dispensa-
tion,) be advanced to a superior degree, uniil he shall have attained the
required proficiency in those he has already received,—the good advan-
tages of the measure would soon manifest themselves, not only in the char-
acter of the members, but in the activity and prosperity of the Lodges.

The Lodges generally, in this country, are too lax in their method of

conferring the degrees. It is not an uncommon occurrence,—indeed it
may be said to be usual,—for them to confer two degrees on the same
candidate in one evening; and, in cases of emergency, the three are fre-
quently given. But we take it for granted, that no intelligent Mason will
presume to say, that this is doing justice either by the candidate or the
Institution. Nor is the practice consistent with the ancient usages and
regulations of the Fraternity. The Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of
England, contain the following article :— -
. “No Lodge shall, on any pretence, make more than five new Brothers
ln one day, unless by dispensation ; nor shall a Lodge be permitted to
give more than one degree to a Brother on the same day ; nor shalla
higher degree in Masonry be conferred on any Brother at a less interval
than one month from his receiving a previous degree, nor until he has
passed an examination in open Lodge in that degree.”

No dispensation can be granted to suspend the operation of this law.
A similar regulation was formerly in force in the Lodges in this country,
but it has now fallen into very general disuse. There are, however, some
exceptions. We believe that under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge
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of New Hampshire, the candidate is required to prove his proficiency
in open Lodge, before he can be permitted to pass to a superior de-
gree. We have known Lodges whose regulations required that the novi-
tiate should make himself accurately acquainted with the entire lecture of
the first degree, before he was allowed to pass. If he failed to qualify
himself in this respect, he was required to stand three months as an ap-
prentice. The effect of this regulation was, that when the candidate had
passed through the several degrees, he was an intelligent Mason, capable
of appreciating the excellencies of the Institution, and of making himself
useful to his Lodge and Brethren.

As a general rule, this practice might perhaps be regarded as requiring
more than it would always be practicable for the candidate to accomplish.
It will, however, where there is sufficient capacity, and a proper ambition,
generally succeed. We would not advise its adoption as a regulation,
but we would recommend that it be urged upon the candidate, as a course
equally calculated to benefit him and the Lodge of which he may after-
wards become a member. Every Mason knows that the lectures are
more readily and easily acquired at the time of initiation, than at any
subsequent period. This fact and its importance, should be forcibly im-
pressed upon the mind of the candidate by the Master of the Lodge ; for
without a general knowledge of the lectures and their moral teachings,
the true intent and spirit of the Institution can neither be felt nor appre-
ciated. The recipient may be nominally a Mason ; but he is a stranger
to the beauties and excellencies of Masonry.

For these, and sundry other reasons which will naturally suggest them-
selves to the minds of our Brethren, we are fully convinced, that the prac-
tice of conferring more than one degree on the same candidate in one
evening, ought to be abolished, except in pressing cases of emergency,
and then only by dispensation ; if, indeed, it ought to be permitted under
any circumstances. We are strongly disposed to regard the prohibitory
regulation of the Grand Lodge of England, as the most judicious and
wholesome. Its adoption in this country might, in some cases, cause a lit-
tle personal inconvenience ; but we are satisfied that this would be more
than compensated for in the positive good of which it could not fail to be
productive. Where more than one degree is conferred on the same
evening, much of the ceremony is necessarily omitted, and what is at-
tempted, is done in a hurried and, oftentimes, improper manner. The
effect, if not entirely destroyed, is essentially marred. The mind of the
candidate is confused, and left without any of those distinct impressions,
which it is always important and desirable to make.

The examination of the candidate in open Lodge, prior to his being
passed to a superior degree, is never dispensed with in England, as will
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be seen by reference to the article of the Constitutions above quoted. A
definite number of leading and important answers are required. With-
out being able to give these, he cannot proceed further. We are told,
however, that failures are of very rare occurrence. The requisition
"operates as a stimulus ; the effects of which are felt long after the cere-
mony is ended, and which indeed not unfrequently exert a controlling in-
fluence over the whole Masonic career of the candidate. As before re-
marked, the regulation was formerly in force in some of the best Lodges
in this country, and we cannot doubt that its revival at this timc would
be productive of great benefit to the Institution.

THE MORAL AND SOCIAL CHARACTER OF FREEMASONRY.

An Address delivered at the Masenic Festival,in Urbana, Ohio, June 24th, 1842. By Comp.
Jonx A. Bayax,

CompanioNs, BRETHREN axp Friznps:

Br a law of its nature, the Masonic tie is one of Brotherly love and friendshi
‘We meet here to rivet its bonds, and to cement its union. And in what order do
we find the implements of the Craft? Who are the tried and the faithful? Who
have been found worthy of the Badge and the Emblém, the distinctive insignia
of the Muasonic profession?

This occasion is one of deep and abiding interest among the Fraternity. Its
kindred associations impart a solemn inspiration. Doubly endeared it stands to
us, my friends, by the bright example presented us in the life and character of
the Patron Saint whose Festival we commemorate.

Here, in this Temple of God—in this house of worship—before this sacred
Altar—we make our fraternal vows. We greet each other here as kindred, as
friends, as Brothers. The mystic symbol with which we are clothed is a sort of
speaking tpicture of the tie that binds, and of the morality that sustains us. It is
but a professional emblem of our principles, and of the high obligations they im-

e. It points us to our coming end. It reminds us of our approaching destiny.

t admonishes us that our walk and conduct must be upright before the world—

that true virtue is best taught by example—and that to him who holds out faithful
to the end, will he awarded the Jewels of the Temple.

Is it asked, why this shining Drapery? Why these signals of Fraternal re-
cognition ? Why these Scarfs and Badges of official distinction, if, in justice and
truth, our Masonic Order is what it professes to be, an Institution claiming kind-
red with the skies? Let our plain answer be, they speak a language intelligible
to the initiated—a language of instruction and humility, of benevolence and
charity. They point us to the opening heavens, decked out in nature’s loveliest
blue—to the starry firmament on high, lit up by the piercing rays of a revolving
sun—to the ocean flood, and the mountain emerald—to earth’s rich embroidery
of enamelled green, sparkling amid the clustering blossoms that expand by our
side, and bloom upon our path. They stand, and will forever, the diamond index
of the heart, an enduring memento to the approved and the trust-worthy ; an hon-
ored representative of that enlivening Farra and CaariTy which whispers Hork
to the disparing—that sustains the fainting and the falling—that mingles its sym-
pathies with the suffering and the sorrowing—that shelters the houseless, and
feeds the hungry. An instructive monitor to the humble votary of the altar, the
Masonic SymBoL, is ever present to his waking eye, to remind him of his obli-
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Eetions and his duties; to tell him that though desolation may beat around his
ome ; though poverty and want may be his lot; though misery, and wretched-
ness, and destitution, and despair, may send their cold and piercing chills to his
humble cot, and add the last bitter dreg to his cup, there is a Brotherhood to
whom he is known ; to whose protection he may flee——a mystic band ; a devoted
companionship ; linked together by the four-fold cord of mutual friendship, to
;;vhos; “ listening ear, and faithful breast,” he may make his appeal and be com-
orted.

Masonry is of ancient origin. We need not trace out its early history. The
old world owes much of its perfection in Architecture to Masonic science. It is
synonymous with Geometry, the parent of the liberal arts. Learning and intelli-
gence flourished under its guidance and its councils. An indelible imprint of
its usefulness and value, among the rich and gorgeous trophies of its skill, is to
be seen and known wherever knowledge and virtue have flourished, or the bound-
aries of civilization have been extended. Erections, costly, stately and magni-
ficent, with high and lofty spires, piercing the very heavens, and glowing in all
the richness and beauty of the bu«fding ower beneath the bright rays of the
morning sun, are the work of artizans who have bent at our shrine, and received
our solemn vows. Hundreds and thousands have crumbled under the ravages of
time. The desolating scourge of war has pulled down the strongest bulwarks,
the proudest monuments of Masonic excellence. Nothing but their broken and
mouldering columns are left to tell the sad story of their fall. Wild ruin once
preyed with destroying hand upon them, and the bones of their skilful projectors
and builders, for centuries upon centuries, formed a portion of the promiscuous
rubbish of the dread scene of havoc that spread death and desolation aronnd.
These ancient patrons of our Order, were taught in the same school of science,
and kneeled before the same Masonic altar with the eighty thousand Craftsmen
who wrought so laboriously at Palestine. There, none %ut good work .was re-
ceived. The seal of the ninth arch closed over perfections and beauties upon
which the prying eye of none but the Royal and Select were ever permitted to
rest ;—but the superintending scruti{}]y of the wise Artificer of the Temple
watched over its labors. The great Master Builder presided in the councils of
the Craft. All, there, was OmrpER, and BeavTty, and Harmony. And that
mighty Edifice, the admiration and wonder of the world,—whose resplendent and
unrivalled perfection put the descriptive pens of a Joskpuus,a Livy, and a ZEN-
oPHON to the test,—and whose grandeur and sublimity have been the theme of

es, was the performance of an Order to whose genius and discoveries, and to
whose high Geometrical skill and ability, mankind have ever acknowledged them-
selves under such deserved and lasting obligations. But the glory of Moriah has
fallen. The T'emple of the Mount of God has crumbled. Babylon and Tyre
hve passed away. Their gaudy banqueting Halls are demolished, and demon
spirits, and crawling reptiles haunt the consecrated scene of their early renown.
Our honored Fraternity survived the sweeping whirlwind of their desolation, and
has lived to dispense its blessings and its emiles to the embraces and the confi-
dence of a confiding world.

Masonry has lived in every civilized country and clime. History bears hon-
orable record of its advancement and its march. It carried its shining lights to
bigoted Egypt in the darkest days of its Idolatry. It shrank not from the threat-
ened tortures of the Crusaders. They carried no terror in their brawny arm to
hush the Masonic teachings of & PyTHadoRus, or a THaLEs—and the plains of
Chaldea, and the mountains of Judea—the Deserts of India, and the V-lley of
the Nile, werc cheered by its presence, and enlivened by its song.

It has had its enemies, and in other lands than our own. Amid fires and con-
flagrations—the demolition of Columns and Pyramids, of Temples and Tombs,
its contest has ever been the struggle of the victim with his oppressor: and the
victory won has been heralded as the trinmph of virtue and truth, over bigotry
and power. It fought on to conquest. It widened its bounds as its revilers and
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accusers grounded their rebellion. It passed the Zgian Seas. Its Banner and its
Cross, its Breast Plate and its Crosier, were borne forward by the light of intelli-
gence, and the spirit of toleration ;—and, beating down the stony heart of perse-
cution in their course, are worn now by Moor and Hindoo, by Asiatic and Russian,
in every land ; in every clime, the proud trophies of that victory, which the fixed
laws and principles of eternal justice must forever win over dark and benighted
ignorance and proscription.

Yes, “ TuE ARK oF THE CovENANT” has floated upon every ocean, and rested
upon every soil. The Bird of heaven has hovered around it. fStorm, nor tem-
pest, nor whirlwind, nor disaster could repulse it from an honored resting Ipltu:e,
wherever civilized society has found a home. It came to our shores. It was
rocked in the Cradle of Liberty here by a WasaiNeToN, 8 FRANKLIN, 8 WaAR-
ren and & GreEN.

The Veils of the Inner Temple have every where been pulled aside, and the
urest moralists of the Christian panoply, and the highest and the noblest of
Batriots and Statesmen have deemed it no derogation to be found knocking at our
doors, and kneeling at our Altars. Encampments. and Courcils, Chapters and
Lodges, under the genial smile of a free American sun, are spreading afar their
shining lights, humbling the ptoud—comfoning the bruken hearted—supporting
the bowed down—cheering on the faltering, and encouraging the faithful.

WE HAVE RAD OUR DAY OF TRIBULATION. Our noble Institution was recent-
ly the victim of unrelentin% intolerance. The wild indiscretion of a few invited
attack and denunciation. It was the misfortune of the charge so falsely prefer-
red, however, that it was indiscriminate and general. But that our entire Ma-
sonic body should be held responsible for the wanton acts and conduct of some
half dozen crazy, infuriate iadmen, was a stretch of moral exaction, of obliga-
tion and duty, repulsive to the just judgment of the world. This decision E:s
followed the broad and baseless allegation so recently the theme of the political
aspirant who sought to rise into power and favor, over the prostrate ruins of a
Fraternity of men, as innocent of any imputed guilt, as they ever have been of
making pretension to the immaculate religious purity of the Masonic profession.
But it will be worse than idle, now, to follow up the discussion of a subject which
popular opinion has long since put to silence. The rude storm has passed away.

e have gone through the fiery ordeal. We have felt the chastening wand of
the purifier. We have been wantonly, inhumanly assailed, and most brutally fal-
sified and reviled. No retribution has been offered for this abuse and denuncia-
tion. Evil for evil has never been returned. The malevolent and envenomed
accuser has had his day of triumph entirely to himself, and we leave him to share,
undivided, in its profits and its honors. We make no recriminations. Charity
has no such word as revenge in its rich cabinet of social virtues. Its broad
mantle has been worn by the pious, the good and the great of every age, and
every country ; and we throw 1t over the %oibles, the passions and the prejudices
of all who seek to traduce, to asperse and abuse our profession and principles, in
the hope that it will never become dishonored or betrayed, or fail to soften down
the vindictive asperities of a groundless accusation, and an inveterate and em-
bittered persecution.

All human Institutions are more or less subject to mutation and change—be-
nevolent or scientific, christian or moral, their deep foundations are exposed to in-
vasion and attack. The wild spirit of intolerence has beat around their holiest
altars, and shaken their firmest pillars. Before its desolating march, cities Liave
crumbled, and temples been overthrown.

Profane history is one black record of its cruelties and its crimes—and our
Fraternity hus been doomed to bear its tm{.}z.ic part in feeding the fires of the stake,
and in agonizing beneath the tortures of the scaffold and the axe:—And if we
have shared persecution and denunciation, so also have they of the Christian
church. Have we been wantonly, malevolently traduced and defamed ? So too
have the disciples of the Cross, and the seints of God. Have our Masonic pre-



8 THE MORAL AND SOCIAL

cepts, lessons, and principles, been most bitterly denounced as herwtic and false,
as imbecile and groundless? So has the sacred word of the Most High—so has
the eternal truth as it is in Jesus. And have any who walk with us, wandered
from duty ; thrust aside the moral teachings of the level and the plumb, and drawn
down the just judgment of the upright and the faithful? So has the onc:‘:{wn
and innocent of the closet of piety ; so has the professed believer who bowed the
knee and sought forgiveness at God’s holy shrine.

But we enter not so wide a field of collision and contest to seek out the cavil-
ing opponents of our associated Brotherhood. We have sought not to extend its
empire by conquest, or by the sword. The mission of Freemasonry is one of
mildness and peace. It carries with it no panoply of power but its own purity of
purpose ; its own intrinsic excellence and value. Its bestand surest defence and
protection have been made to rest on the rigid inculcation and practice of its own
faith and principles, the advancement of knowledge, and the dissemination of
virtue aud truth. The first great duty of the initiated is to learn himself—to let
the light of the Altar shine into his own heart; to apply the moral and t}ymbohc
lecture to his own bosom; to his own imperfections, weaknesses and failings;
and to read, in the solemn and spirit-stirring scenes of the Lodge room, the dire
afflictions and trials, the deep distresses, and the agonizing sufferings of poor,
frail, weak and dependent man, while hastening onward to that far distant, that
“ undiscovered country, from whose bourne no traveller returns.”

Error is the common lot of human passion and human frailty—and no institu-
tion so chastened or pure ; no association of men so upright or exemplary, as, in
this day of waywardness and crime, to claim entire exemption from these entice-
ments and these snares. In the face of all admonition, our 8ociety has had to
mourn over the retrograde steps of some who have mingled in our assemblies,
and drank at our fountains. The weaknesses and foibles of man’s nature are the
same in all communities ; among all associations; in all societies. Every possi-
ble check should be thrown around them. Every real Mason will seek to soften
their asperities. No wandering foot-tread should be permitted within our con-
secrated walls, without calling forth that prompt correction and rebuke, which the
enforcement of our rigid rules, and solemn obligations, so positively and per-
emptory enjoin. :

Those who wear our vestments, and who participate with us around a common
altar, cannot be ignorant of the wise discipline, counsels and labors of the Lodge
room. Indeed, our halls of association are little else than common lecturing
apartments, in which the moral maxims, and all the great, fundamental principles
that serve to fix the character, and to regulate the conduct of men, are zealously
taught, and ardently enforced. Let a BoubEnoT, 2 Howarp,and a WiLBER-
FoRCE define the Kuman passions and affections,—let them write and lecture on
the moral principles, purposes and influences that serve to regulate human so-
ciety,—Masonry needs no voice of warning beyond its own mild and enduring
precepts and teachings, to bespeak its claims to the just estimation and confidence
of the world. [t watches, with deep and abiding anxiety, over the habits, the
character, and the deportment of all who possess its name, and wear its honors.
Its entrance door from without is strongly barred and secured from the unhallow-
ed tread of all intruders and impostors ; and may we trust in God, that the sacred
walls within are equally protected and defendedy from the blight and the pollution
of all excess and crime. That they are so, let our example in society attest
Let the world award us its judgment.

The period is but recent, Companions and friends, when one of the most ap-

lling disturbers of the public happiness, and of domestic bliss, was sweep-
ing over our land like a desolating pestilence. INTEMPERANCE, that lurking de-
mon ; that envenomed assassin of the social circle ; that devouring, devastating
scourge of human nature, whose wide spread havoc has revelled over the fall of
families, and left the weeping mother, and the helpless nestling of her bosom, to
seek & scanty pittance from the cold charity of the world, had once its willing
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victims beneath the peaceful shade of our Masonic Tabernacle. And have we
notw, to weep over such a calamity? Are any, now, who swing the square and
the plumb-line, who affix the level and ply the trowel, the subjects of so degraded
a prostitution? Let the voice of admonition be made to echo upon their g;am
tic threshold, and around their bed, and over the infant slumbers of the cradle,
where a mother’s sighs, and a mother’s tears, mingle in keen despair and agony
for the fate that waits the little, dependent inmates of her family cares and
anxieties. And need I refer to such awakening scenes of parental emotion to
int us to the little spot of earth to which we were all 80 recently confined !—
ere, & parent’s eyes were upon us.

A mother’s love! How thrilling the sound. The angel spirit that watched

over our infant years, and cheered us with her smiles ! O, how faithfully does
cling to the fast fading mementos of a parent’s home, to remind us yet
of the sweet counsels of a mother'’s tongue. And oh, how instinctively do we
over the early scenes of onr boyhood, brightened by the recollection of that
vnkxg eye that never closed while a single wave of misfortune or danger sighed
around her child. Like the lone star of the heavens, in the deep solitude of na-
ture’s night, she sits the presiding divinity of the family mansion, its delight and
its charm, its stay and its hope, when all around her is overshadowed with the
gloom of d. ency and despair. The cherished object of her affection has
arisen to o0od’s years, and exchanged the sportive morn of being for the
busy and stirring adventures of the world,—and yet, wherever he inay wander;
to whatever clime or country, inclination or duty may invite his wayward foot-
steps ; whether facing the wintry storm, or buffeting the mountain snows, the
undying prayer of a mother’s love linﬁers on his path, and sheds its holiest iu-
cense upon his pillow. And has such a friend, such a mother,—tireless in her
ion, and sleepless in her cares,—unfitted as she is for the rougher scenes of
the world around her, in which the busband or the son find employment, and
which the delicacy of nature has designed for a yet higher and noble sphere of
duty, ever sought a seat under our canopy, or within our sanctuary? And has
the matron of the family fireside ; the confiding wife, the favorite sister, or the
blooming and affectionate daughter; those precious jewels of the domestic
3 its charm and its solace ; its pride and its omament ; whose chastisement
is a tear, and whose reproof is a smile; ever breathed an audable censure or
iut, of the want of sharing or participating in our Masonic rites and cere-
monies? And were they once to enter our lecture room; were they to mingle in
our labors of fraternal devotion, what oath or obligation could bind more forcibly
that heart to observances whose own innate purity is a pledge of fidelity that the
altar could never strengthen? What bonds does she need? On what other re-
source than her own native tenderness and affection, can she seek to rely? Noj;
she seeks not our company in such associations. She will only add her admoni-
tions, that those who promise, shall live up to their professions.

With this counsel superadded to the solemn injunctions of our Masonic cham-
ber, have we yet to lament the improper indulgence of the convivial hour amo
any who grace our Halls? O, lamentable picture of degradation! How humil-
i.n.inq, how distreseing the emotion it excites in the beatin§ bosoms of the Broth-
hood! Could all of us send forth our warning voices—all of us, my friends and
Brethren, who have been converted into unwilling witnesses of such exesses ;
who have seen the clustering honors of age, and the budding flowers of youth
wither and fade beneath the rude blast of this common destroyer; and beho{a the
once happy home rendered dreary, and desolate, and comfortless, by its poisonous
intrusion—fully depict and paint the dread horrors of which it is the parent, how
warm, and animating would be our appeal; how convincing and eloquent our
plea, to that friend and that Brother who may have unguardedly thrust aside our
solemn admonitions, to withdraw from the guilty scenes of temptation; to avoid
the wily spares of the profligate; to evade the fatal arrow that carries in its
quiver the seeds of misery ; the sting of dissolution and of death.

2
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And have we no enduring memorials of virtue and renown; no trophies of
moral purity, to herald to the world around us that Masonry is just what it pro-
fesses to be, an Institution founded upon the strictest rules of an enlarged mor-
ality, and which upholds and cherishes the great eternal principles of right and
justice? Have we no shining examples of Christian piety ? no ornaments of the
sacred desk ? no flowers of the bench or of the bar? none skilled in science, or
learncd in philosophy ? none whose virtuous deeds of noble daring, of benevo-
lence and charity, have shed a lustre on the age in which they lived, to whom our
ancient order can exultingly point as the votaries and patrons of our time-honored
Fraternity ?

Go to ancient history, whose undying testimony brightens under the eye at the
turn of every page, and you will find it emblazoned with the names of Divines
and Statesinen, Heroes and Conquerors, Philosophers and Astronomers, whose
deep scientific researches, and whose high moral and intellectual Masonic excel-
lencies have stood forth for centuries, rolled on centuries, in the long list of our
public benefactors, in the cause of religion, of philanthropy, and politics. To

int out all the numerous indvidual examtﬁlee of worth and virtue who have shed
1mmortality upon their names, would tax the descriptive powers of a Gihbon ora
Hume. A reference or two will meet the calls of the present occasion.

Who analyzed the human mind? Who traced out the fathomless recesses of
the human understanding? Who searched into the depths of man’s reasoning
faculties ; explored the field of thought, and drew the nice dividing line between
the crude progertiee of his heart, and the nobler faculties of his mind? It was
the immortal Jonn Lockg, who was an honored votary of the Masonic rite, and
a teacher of its principles. Who was that bright meteor-star in the field of
science and philosophy, whose cloister was the silent, unspeaking witness of one
eternal, never ending round of experiment and study? It was Sir Isaac New-
Ton ; and he also was one of our Order. And in yet later days, in our own
land, and in our own times, (not to advert to that matchless hero, the venerated
patriot and father of his country,}—who was it that rose from obscurity to distinc-
tion by the unaided effort of his giant intellect? Who wandered abroad a poor,
unfriended, pennyless boy ? ho encompassed the circle of the sciences?
Who planted the standard of experimental philosophy, and tested its powers by
calling the thunders from the heavens, and the showers from the clouds? His
name was Bensamiy Frankrin; and he too was a Mason ; who, with countless
thousands of the good and the great of all climes, nations and people, have hum-
bled themselves at the Masonic threshold, and evinced the sincerity of their
g:oafession, by an active participation in the rights and ceremonies of tie mystic

y.

All sects and creeds, Jew or Mahometan, Greek or Christian, in morals or in
politics, are brought to one grand level at the shrine of the Lodge room. No
wrangling disputations, theological or political, are permitted to interrugt the
peace and quiet of that fraternal sanctuary. Partizan feeling finds no abiding
place there. Political tactics, and sectarian cavils, disturb not that friendly re-
treat. Thez tmpose not on the tranquil spirit breatbed by a responsive Brother-
hood and a kindred fellowship. Conflicting opinion has Eut one common altar
in onr mutual labors of love; and severe as may be the raging conflict without,
and warm and animuix}g as the strife it engenders there, the broad canopy of the
inner temple admits of no jars or contentions beneath its peaceful fO]J:y! And
what, indeed, if unbridled passion should at times, when forgetful of itself, and
of the solemn vows of the Craft, provoke the impulsive feeling of a Brother?
Are the errors and the frailties of mankind ; are the weaknesses, or the follies of
those who may, in a moment of excitement, have failed to observe the sanctions
of the Golden rule; is the perversity of poor human nature herself, liable as it 18
to wander from duty; to stray into forbidden paths, and to debase and degrade
the high standard cf its profession and calling—to draw down upon our collective
body the sweeping denunciations of a common guilt, for the errors of the
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and the faithless? Is our venerated association ; that which has confronted error,
combated persecution, and withstood the pitiless tempests of disaster and of
storm, to be held respousible for the faults and the short comings of individuals ?
That we should bear our portion of tribulation and trial, and bear it too with the
resolution and philosophy of the principles we profess, no true hearted member
who humbleth himself at our devotions, will be disposed to controvert. The same
cruel proscription that would pull down our Masonic citadel, would erect a funeral
pile upon its ruins ; and the same fatal guillotine, from whose blood-stained plat-
form the head of many an unoffending Companion and Sir Knight has tumbled,
has rent the air with the shieks of its Cliristian victims. And why thus assailed ?
What but excellencies, deep seated and pure, could have so long continued the
existence of an Order, adorned and beautified by so many glittering stars, and
shining lights ? Its principles are those of human affections. The wisest and
the purest, the highest and the holiest, have been its patrons and its props, its
pillars, and its supports—and if it would continue yet to shed around its conse-
crated name, the light of its own great example of excellence and virtue, it must
seek out the fountains of human suffering and of human wo; it must snatch the
wandering orphan child of a fallen Brother from the humble hovel of destitution,
and give him clothing, and give him bread. It must afford a practical proof of
the sincerity of its professions. It must demonstrate to the world, by a warin and
ardent charity, that the chief corner stone of the Temple in which we worship,
has a name and a tie that no mercenary motive can absolve ; that the cord that
binds can never be broken; that real, sincere, true hearted Masonry is neither
dead nor dying, but lives. Yes, it lives—lives not only to enliven our social
board; to throw around us the true spirit of our profession ; to soften our affec-
tions, and to warm our sympathies; but it lives to lighten the wanderer'’s way, to
seek out misery and misfortune, to comfort the afflicted, and to bind up the broken
hearted. It lives to disrobe human passion of its perversity, and to extend the
hand of charity and relief to the needy and the distressed—it lives to ascend the
chamber of the sick and the dying, to weep over the languishing sufferer upon his
bed of straw ; and, when the sad curtain of death shall gently close around his
couch, to drop the tear of commiseration upon his pillow, and to mourn with the
widow in her weeds.

These, my friends, are some of the great principles we profess. Rock built
and firm they stand ; and, by them, who cannot live, who cannot die? Like the
bow of promise in the heavens, let them go down to after times, to bear record
that SIX THOUSAND YEARS can never boun§ the existence of an Institution that
rests its success upon the feelings and u{ymp&thies of the human heart. Let
them refer to the mouldering memorials of the 18th century, to tell of patriots
and philanthropists that nursed their infancy, and fostered their advancement.
Let them rehearse a sad requiem over the tomb of a WasningToN, beneath the
weeping willow of the Potomac. Let them point to the humble slab that marks
the narrow house where a Frawkrin sleeps; and to the proud monument that
. eevrpetuates at Bunker Hill the desolations of the stormy conflict in which a

ARReN fell. Let them go forward in the scroll of the historian, to proclaim
that the grave of Masonic proscription has been dug; that the demon of inquie-
tude and agitation has been hushed ; and that the Broad Pendant of ourcountry’s
freedom, and of universal toleration, shall wave triumphant ever every land and
every sea.

Amman Rezon—The Ahiman Rezon is a code of laws, which has existed
from time immemorial, for the government of the Craft, and is usually denomina-
ted the Book of Constitutions. The word Jhkiman signifies, “ & Brother prepared,
or Brother of the right hand.” The word Jhi i, literally translated, the “ Brother
of the Lord.” Rezon implies either lean, small, secret, or prince. The words are
said to have been in use among the Fraternity, in the time of King Selomon.

.
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THE MASON’S DREAM.

THE MASON'S DREAM.

Har, happy dreams! thy gift, O, balmy sleep,
When the tired senses from their vigil keep;
And the rapt soul escapes 1ts tomb of earth,

To taste in visions its immortal birth.

Pledge of the glorious future, when old Time
His scythe and iron sceptre shall resign,

When Death the guardian of life’s unknown shore,
Lost in eternity, shall reign no more.

Hail, blessed sleep! thine is the gifted spell

To 'wake in shadow’s scenes remembered well ;
To set the chained imagination free,

And paint in rainbow hues whate’er might be ;
Visions of heaven to thoughts of earth combine,
And form a whole—half human, half divine.

As late I wander’d, where the Rhine’s swift tide
Severs Almagnia from fair Gallia’s side,

Thy power fell on me; by that lovely stream
My soul was plunged in an elysian dream.

Methought that life’s brief, joyless scene was o’er,
And that I trod that tessellated floor—
That sacred Lodge, the goal of life’s short race,
The faithful Mason’s holy resting plsce.
Gorgeous the scene that burst upon my sight;
The Royal Arch, veiled in its flood of light,
Enoch’s lost mystery, embroidered fair,
In characters of living gold was there.
The good of every land before that shrine,
Adored the mighty Architect divine,
The Eastern magi, and the Grecian sage,
The wise of every clime, of every age,
All who received the law; with wisdom fraught,
And practised in their lives the truths it taught.
On either side two graceful columns rose,

Shadowing the mighty thrones, reared high for those

Chiefs of the Craft—David the royal son,

And Tyre thy boast, Hiram and Solomon.
Enthroned, as while on earth in purple state,
Favored ’bove all, the Temple’s builder sat,
His regal brow flashed with the living gem,

As pure, as matchless bright, and dazzling then
As when in earthly pomp and state it bere

Old Israel’s diadem of yore.

And be, the unnamed faithful constant one, -
Victim and chief, the widow’s only son,

Stood by the altar ministeriag there

The holy offering of his Brethren’s prayer,

Who yet on earth pursued the narrow road
That leads to virtue’s happy last abode.

Badge of his sacred rank the square he wore,

A golden censer in his hand he bore,

Streaming with odours, not from the sandal tree,
Frankincense, myrrh, or spice of Araby,
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But from the grateful tears by ehildren shed,
Who, snatch’d from want partake the Mason's bread ;
From honest poverty’s warm, heartfelt prayer,
Saved by the Mason from its lone despair.

And shall such friends of Charity and T'ruth,
Not reap in age the harvest of their youth?
Shall those whose hands in affluence fresly gave,
In poverty and sorrow seek the grave ?

Shall no home shelter the grey Mason's head 7*
Doomed in his age to ask his daily bread ;

Of all the temples to the Craft endear'd,

Shall but one pile to Charity be reared 7t

Forbid it Tuov, who in the human heart

Didst all life's gushing sympathies impart,

Its generous tear, its pity for distress,

Its impulse to relieve the fatherless;

Those perfect parts of an imperfect whole,
Those mortal signs of an immortal soul.

Such wes the thought that e’en in that bright hour
Shadow’d my spirit with its chilling power,

For I had known the good and just bereft

Of life's bare means, no place of shelter left ;
Brothers who ne'er the suppliant’s prayer denied,
But with free hand his pressing want supplied :
Had seen their struggles, grief, and honest shame,
Too proud to ask, fearing a beggar’s name ;
Their sorrows known when bat too late to save
Worth and distress from au untimely grave.
Transieat the thought ;—for, lo ! on either side,
1saw the portals of the Lodge divide ;
BexzvorLENox appeared,—bearing a plan

O humble refuge for the aged man ;

The time-worn Mason’s temple—a design

Of earthly skill; but Charity divine

Then burst on high the loud triumphant hymn
Of praise, of joy, of gratitude to Hix,
Creator—Tutor—Architect, who gave

The heart to frame, the generous hand to save.
The virtues crowding round, approved, the while
Mercy beheld it with a joyful smile;

A smile as pure as ere was given

By soul redeem’d just wing’d for heaven ;

Her holy, heartfelt prayer in dulcet tone

Rose with that hymn to th’ Eternal throne,

A gush of rapture from an angel’s voice,

That bade the sorrowing sons of earth rejoice.

As o’er my soul, the flood of music broke,
In tears from that blest dream my spirit woke.
Strasbourg, France, Aug. 18. A BROTHER.

+In allasion o the opposition raised by certain infuential members of the Grand Lodge of Engiand, sgaiost the Asylum for
Aged and Deeayed Fr ‘This opp ig in the fear that the new charity might prove injurious to the
Beye and Girls’ Sehosls. The matter has bosn compremisned.—Ed. Mag.

4The Giris’ labo’l.
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JOHN FITZ.

A SKETCH OF THE YEAR 1425.
BY A. U. T., LONDON.

It was in the year 1425, that the practice of Freemasonry was prohibited in
England. This step was occasioned principally by the inteiference of Henry
Beaufort, Bishop of Winchester, who, being entrusted with the care of the per-
son and education of Henry VI, a minor, was desirous of obtaining the sole
government of the affairs of State, but conceived that the Craft, as a body, was
inimical to his designs.

In defiance, however, of the act, several of the Lodges continued their meet-
ings, although they were compelled to do so in the strictest privacy. The Lodge
of St. John was among those who braved the order of prohibition; and their
meetings were, at this particular period, held at the house of Brother Jonathan
Slark, the actual Master of the Lodge, who resided in the neighborhood of East-
cheap; a man particularly qualified, by his steady, determined, and upright char-
acter, to uphold and direct the proceedings of the Brethren.

It was in the month of November in this year, that John Fitz, who had just ar-
rived at manhood, was initiated into the tenets of Freemasonry. He was by
trade a jeweller, and conceived that he would be greatly benefitted in his calling,
by being enrolled, more especially as his connexion was principally among for-
eign merchants, who were, generally speaking, members of the Fraternity.

His uncle, Slark, the Master, was averse to the introduction of his nephew
upon several points; but particularly as the state of the times was so truly in-
nimical to the Order, as to render it dangerous for any man to be known follow-
ing its pursuit. The expressed determination of John Fitz was so unalterable,
that his uncle was at last induced to propose him as a candidate for initiation into
the peculiar mysteries of the Order.

The effect produced upon the mind of their young Brother by the ceremony of
initiation, was extremely gratifying to the members of theLodge; his warm ex-
pression of thanks to them for the benefits he felt they had conferred on him, was so
hearty and siucere, that they readily confided to him certain features of their art.

Upon this evening, however, an unfortunate occurrence took place, which
eventually proved a most disastrous one. Robert Sprang, a draper, and a fellow-
companion of John Fitz, was also proposed for admission into the St. John's
Lodge, but in consequence of his having, in a matter of private business, distress-
ed, in a very unfair manner, one of the members, and which was explained by
the individual himself, the request for his admission was negatived.

The avowal of the decision of the Lodge was communicated to Robert Sprang
by three of the members, who were deputed to wait upon him at the Apple Tree
Tavern, where both he and John Fitz were in attendance. The apparent want
of confidence thus shown, excited his bitter ire ; indeed, he solemnly swore that
their refusal to admit him, should be attended with a marked result. In addition
to this, he refused to receive the consolation which John Fitz proffered to his
wounded feelings; who assured him, that he would endeavor to make matters
straight, and pledged himself to leave no stone unturned to induce the Lodge to
rescind the obnoxious resolution.
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“Your assistance I despise,” retorted Robert Sprang. “I will not disgrace
myself by being made a Mason, now that I know they are actuated in their pro-
ceedings by private malice and falsehood ; and I warn you, Fitz, in remembrance
of our former fellowship, to avoid the path you now seek to tread, as I feel it will,
if you persist, eventually lead to your destruction.”

Thus saying, he left the house; and Fitz, undaunted by the wild speech of
Sprang, proceeded with manly fortitude to obtain the object of his wishes.

Sach strict precaution was observed in keeping the place of meeting secret,
that Fitz was not even aware that the Lodge was held at this period at his uncle’s
house. Upon this occasion the members separated and Fitz was told to proceed
singly to his uncle, who was then waiting for him. He had three streets to pass
through before he could arrive there; and at the time he was being admitted he
fancied he saw Robert Sprang at the distant corner, although he was unable, by
the fog which then prevailed, to recognize him distinctly.

Sure enough, however, it was Sprang. After leaving the Apple Tree Tavern,
he almost instantaneously conceived the plan of watching the party he had left ;
naturally concluding, that if he could dog the steps of Fitz, he should be enabled
to discover the place of meeting, and by that mode procure certain means of re-
venging himself for the deep insult they had showed him. The departure of the
four, separately, at once awakened his surmises, and proved to him the caution
necessarily to be observed in tracing them to their haunt. He followed ; saw
Fitz enter his uncle’s house, and, in the course of the following hour, thirtyseven
individuals were also admitted ; several of whom he knew by report to be Free-
masons. So determined was he to watch, that he continued on the spot until the
hour of one in the moming, at which time the whole of the party separated, and
retired to their respective homes.

He was aware, from prior information, that the meetings of the Lodge were
held weekly, and concluded that the same night in each week was appropriated
for that purpose. The following day, relentless of the consequences, he waited
upon Justice Knaggs, a known creature of the Bishop of Winchester, and made
known to him the meeting which had taken place, in defiance of the orders of the
government, disguising, however, the reasons which had actuated him to make
the discovery.

The course to be pursued in the matter was duly considered. At one time the
Justice conceived it better at once to issue his warrant for the apprehension of
John Fitz; but, upon reflection, it was determined to wait until the following
week : and by that means not only procure direct evidence, but enable them to
secure the whole of the parties practising the forbidden rites of Freemasonry.

To carry into effect this double purpose, several officers were placed in the
immediate neighborhood: their operation being superintended personally by
Justice Knaggs, who was determined, if possible, to make an example, in order
to prove his subservient allegignce to the proud und vindictive Bishop. Robert
Bprang was correct in his surmises. About the same number arrived and were
admitted into the house of Mr. Jonathan Slark : after a short delay, and when the
neighborhood had generally retired to rest, the officers proceeded to their task.
Having knocked at the door, it was opened by a porter belonging to Slark’s cs-
tablishment, whom they immediately took into custody, and desired hiw to con-



16 JOBR FITZ.

duct them to the room where the Freemason’s Lodge was held, and where his
master and friends were engaged in treasonable purposes, and for whose appre-
hension they had warrants. Unmoved by their threats, he refused to do so, tell
ing them they were at perfect liberty to search the house, and would find them-
selves mistaken in supposing any meetings were allowed to be held in his master’s
house for treasonable purposes.

Every habitable room in the house was searched vmhout effect; it now re-
mained for them to search the vaults, which were known to be extensive. A con-
siderable time elapsed before they could obtain torches for that purpose, and then
they were under the necessity of procuring a crow-bar and using strong manual
labor before they could force the first vanit door. Long before this was effected
means had been successfully taken to preserve their secrets: the Brethren were
perfectly aware of the dangerous predicament in which they were placed, and
they therefore readily used their utmost exertions in removing and clearing away
their paraphernalia.

It was then decided that the whole of the party shonld depart; it happened by
a fortunate circumstance, that they were enabled to do so, by means of a trap
which opened from one of the vaults, into a court whepe heavy luggage was
usually introduced. By a ladder, this was easily done, and the escape of the
whole party was effected without the slightest interruption.

It would be in vain to attempt to describe the astonishment of Justice Knaggs
and his myrmidons at their fruitless search. The minutest scrutiny was made
without success ; and indeed some doubts arose on the part of the men as to the
safety of pursuing their investigation, conceiving that such an escape was almost
supernatural. The malice of Robert Sprang was shorn of its venom, and his
spiteful attempts were completely defeated ; not, however, that the disappoint-
ment corrected for one moment his bad feelings; on the contrary, he solicited
the Justice to arrest John Fitz, and even accompanied the officers to his former
friend’s house, where Fitz, who had arrived at home, was taken. The opinion
of this unfortunate young man, in regard to the political events of the times,
was well known to be completely inimical to the designs of the party of the
Bishop of Winchester: he had upon several public occasions rendered himself
conspicuous in siding with the adherents of the Duke of Gloucester, pro-
tector of the realm ; and was known to have headed a party of his young fellow-
citizens upon the occasion, when the Bishop with his scrvants and followers, were
repelled from taking forcible possession of the city.

The old Justice waited upon the Bishop early on the following day, and related
to him the particulars of the attempted arrest of the Freemasons, and the steps
he had taken with John Fitz, whom he represented as a partizan of the Duke of
Gloucester, and a determined foe of the Bishop.

Incensed beyond measure by the story, the Bishop at once determined to wreak
his vengeance on the person of John Fitz, and gave immediate directions for
bringing him as a criminal before him for examination ; which was done the
same day, at the residence of the Bishop, in Stangnte, Lambeth.*

* This palace is now converted into a warchouse for pottery.
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He was accused, on the evidence of Robert Sprang, and testimonies were
offered by Justice Knaggs and his officers, in support of the charge, in being en-
gaged in treasonable practices, contrary to the laws of his country. Fitz defend-
ed himself by referring to his known attachment to the King and to the govern-
ment; at the same time he would not degrade his character, by denying that he
was a Freemason.

The Bishop at once desired him to reveal the objects and pursuits of the Craft.
To this question the prisoner stated in a bold tone, “ That, although he was but
a young member of the Fraternity, he could upon his oath aver, that their princi-
pal objects were morality, and that they employed themselves in the cultivation
of the natural sciences, and in obtaining mathematical and mechanical know-
ledge.”

This upright answer was grating to the ears of this unchristian judge.

“I demand you to inform me, without evasion, the exact ceremonies made use
of when persons are initiated.”

This, Fitz declined answering, stating, that he had solemnly engaged never to
reveal the same by word of mouth.

“Then write it down,” the Bishop exclaimed.

“No,” answered Fitz, “I am equally bound never to revesl, by any act or deed,
either directly or indirectly, the peculiar and valuable tenets which have been en-
trusted to my keeping.”

“Then put him to the torture!” cried the infuriated Bishop; “ we will force
this braggart to tell the truth.”

“Never!” answered John Fitz; “I will never swerve from the principles of
honesty : rather than my tongue or my hands should disgrace themselves by vio-
lating my honor, I would submit to their loss.”

“You shall be taken at your word,” exclaimed the Bishop; “for without you
clearly explain to us the practices pursued ip your treasonable society within
twentyfour hours, you shall be punished in such a manner, as to be an example
for deterring others from pursuing such damnable doctrines.”

Fitz wes then recommitted ; and strange to relate, it appeared by report, that
in the course of the night he made his escape from his dungeon. But what ex-
cited the wonder and apprehension of his relatives and friends, was the strict
concealment he apparently observed, for, from that period, they were unable to
trace him, and at length, after a considerable period had elapsed, they concluded
that he had been basely murdered.

L4 » * * » L » * L

It was in the year 1447, that the Bishop of Winchester died, having survived
the good Duke of Gloucester, as he was called, (whose death or murder has been
placed, upon sure foundation, to his account,) only two months.

After this event took place, the Lodges met openly, without incurring any pen-
alty for so doing, and the St. John Lodge was then held at the Apple Tree
'Tavern. At one of their mectings, they were iuformed that a person unknown
to their Guard or Tyler, wished to obtain admittance, and who appeared, from in-
firmity, to be unable to give proof of his eligibility. The necessary and requisite
measures were immediately ordered to be taken, and after a considerable delay,

3
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which arose from unforeseen difficulties, it was reported that the stranger was
really entitled to admission. He wus consequently introduced, and to the aston-
ishment of the Brethren, who were congregated, he made himself known to them
as their long lost Brother, John Fitz! His appearance exhibited marks of the
lowest penury and distress ; but what excited their horror, was the discovery that
he had, by his virtuous and manly fortitude in preserving their Masonic secrets,
been subjected to the most infamous tyranny and mutilation of his person—both
his hands had been cur orr and his ToNeUE had ACTUALLY BEER TORN oUT!
Where or how this dreadful punishment took place, remained a secret for ever.
They were unable to trace, from his inability ta describe, the authors of this
cruel outrage: the only mode which was left them to prove their sympathy and
admiration of his conduct was readily employed, and during the after period of
his life, he was supported and countenanced, not only by the. Craft, but by the
bighest orders of society.

ASTRONOMY.

BY LUTHRR 8. BANCROFT. ~

Or all the sciences which ever entered the mind of man, Astronomy is the
most noble, sublime, and useful. There is no branch of knowledge which gives
us such exalted ideas of the existence of a Creator, as the study of Astronomy.
It teaches us that this earth is a planet, moving round the Sun, once in a year,
turning on its axis every twentyfour hours, and moving round a common centre of
gravity by the attraction of the moon. By this sublime science we discover the
power, wisdom, goodness, and munificence of an All-wise Creator, and view
with delight the order and harmony existing in the planetary system. By it, we
discover by what laws He regulates the arches of heaven, gernished with radiant
globes of light. By it we discover not only one sun, and one earth, but countless
suns and planets dispersed through boundless space, and all n rapid motion; yet
calm, and regular, keeping the paths prescribed them by the Almighty Architect.
And these sons and worlds are doubtless peopled with myriads of human beingg,
capable of knowing and serving their Creator. By it we discover the planets in
the Solar System moving round the bright luminary of day; and our System
wheeling round another System ; and System moving around System through un-
limited space. But around what common centre do all the Systems in the Uni-
verse perform their stupendous revolutions? We believe our Heavenly Father
to be that common centre; He it is who turns the wheel of this vast machine.
If we were to traverse the regions of space with the rapidity of electricity, until
we arrived at the remotest nebulea discovered by Herschel’s Telescope, we ehould
discover other suns and worlds as far beyond. We then should be only on the
suburbs of creation—a mere starting point—and the rays of light coming from
those bodies to this earth, may have been hundreds of years on their passage.
The Mason will exclaim with the Psalmist of old, “The heavens declare the
glory of God, and the firmament showeth his handy work.” He will Jook upon
the blue vault of heaven as his haven, where he =t last hopes to arrive, when his
mind shall be called from the temple of clay, which it inhabits, to the great
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mind which gave it existence. He will never forget to read those sacred pages—
the celestial hemisphere—and rejoice that he walks in the true light, which will
enlarge his mind in the works of the Almighty Architect. He will discover in
this sublime science that creation is continually going on in the Uuiverse. Con-
stellations, which were once visible, are no longer to be seen by our best teles-
copes ; and other constellations are seen which were not visible. He will dis-
cover that matter is sv exactly balanced, that if one particle should be annihila-
ted, it would prove destructive to the whole machine. By it he discovers the
earth to move in an orbit, elliptical, and in a perfect vacuum, for the slightest re-
sistance would destroy its motion. By it he discovers that the agitation and os-
cillation which take place in the Solar System, are ouly a return to the same
state, so ordered by the Almighty Master Builder. By it, he discovers that every
fixed star is a sun surrounded by a System of planets, comets, and satelites, sim-
ilar to those which surround our sun. By it he will discover his duty which he
owes {0 his Maker—in praising bim with the still small voice—as those vast globes
of light do in performing their stupendous revolutions through unlimited space,
in “solemn silence.” By it he will discover his duty to the human race, in en-
larging their minds in a science which is of God. He will not, (as some Astrono-
mers in days of ignorance,) be compelled to renounce the sublime science or suf-
fer the rack or faggot; but will exclaim with rapture, like Newton, Herschel,
Bowditch, and a host of other worthies, great and glorious art thou who turneth
the wheel of the Universe. By it, he will discover, that every thing in creation is
governed with admirable wisdom, and immutable order. Try, then, and enlarge
the immortal mind, while in this state of existence, in this subline science, that
it may appear well when'called upon to take the degree of eternity—by the great

Jirst cause of all things.

BRANT, THE INDIAN WARRIOR.

A MASONIC ANECDOTE.

Tux following sketch is from an Oration illustrative of the Revolutionary
Woarfare, in Western New York: delivered before the people of tho Genesee
Valley, August, 20th, 1841. By Samuer TREAT, of Genesee.

After the skirmish just allued to, Sullivan encamped for the night at the In-
dian village, and was detained the next day to build a bridge over the inlet and
marsh, for his artillery. Early on the evening of the encampment, Lieut. Boyd
requested leave to advance with a small detachment, and reconnoitre the town.
The Indian guide, Honyerey, endeavored in vain to dissuade him from the at-
tempt. The army was near the red man’s strong hold, and their warriors lurked
behind every covert. But the gallant Boyd, fearless of dunger when he could be
of service to his country, persisted in his request, until the consent of his com-
mander was obtajined. He set out upon this perilous enterprise, about sunset,
with a small band—the brave Honyerey acting as his guide. Murphy, ever rendy
on the scout, joined the troops to share the dangers of the attempt, and to enjoy
the excitement of fighting the savages in their own way. Near the summit of
the hill, about one mile and a half from the camp, the path divided—one branch
in the direction of Williamsburgh, the other of Little-Beard’s Town. Boyd ad-
vanced cautiously, and took the former path to the Canasaraga. Aware of the
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dangers with which he was surrounded, he proceeded slowly, prepared for instant
action. So great were the difficulties he encountered, that the night was far spent
before he reached the first village. Here, all was silent and deserted. The In-
dians had fled but a short time before, as the fires were still burning. His little
troop was too much exhausted, and the night too far advanced, for his immediate
return. He determined to encamp near the village, and at the early dawn to des-
patch two messengers to the camp with the information that the enemy had not
yet been discovered ; and then continue his search until he learned the position
of the enemy. Surely, a more hazardous enterprise was never undertaken; about
thirty men, seven miles from their camp, a dense forest between them and the
army, before them a trackless morass, the Indians lurking perhaps behind every
tree, ready to fall upon their prey. _But Boyd had offered his services for this
perilous task, and he would not shink from its performance. Whilst his comrades
arg yet burried in sleep, taking with him the dauntless Murphy, he creeps cau-
tiously from the place of concealment, until he gains a view of the village.
About its outskirts, they perceived two savages stealing along the woods, and in
a moment their unerring rifles have laid their foes prostrate in death, and Murphy
shaking in triumlih the reeking scalp of his victim. Fearing that this occurrence
would alarm the Indians hovering near, Boyd now thought it pradent to retire.
During that night, the red warriors had not been idle. Little Beard had sum-
moned lis braves for the work of vengeance, and the messengers of Boyd had
never reached the camp. Brant, with five lundred warriors, and Butler, with an
equal number of rangers, at early dawn set forth from Beard’s Town, to intercept
Boyd and his party. They selected the spot where the two paths united, near the
summit of the hill, for their ambuscade. Concesled in a deep ravine pear the
adjacent path, they were hid by the dense forest from the view of the army, and
by the brush-wood from the path. Whether Boyd returned along the trail from
Williamsburg or Beard’s Town, they knew he must pass the spot where they lay
concealed. They had wisely conjectured that, if he were attacked farther from
the army, he would be prepared for a bloody resistance ; and that the first fire
would hasten a large detacment to his relief. Whatever was done, must be
accomplished in a moment ; and their success would be certain, if, as they sup-
pused, he should relax his vigilance when so near the camp. ;
As soon as Boyd had decided to return, he arranged his little troop to avoid
being thrown into confusion on a sudden attack. With Honyerey in front and
Murphy in the rear, their eagle-eyes fixed upon each moving leat and waviig
bough, they marched forward slowly and with the utmost caution. Five weary
miles had they thus travelled the dangerous route, and were beginning to de-
scend the hill at whose base the army lay encamped. With rapid march they
hurry on regardiug all danger as now passed. But just as they emer%)e from the
thick wood into the main path, more than five hundred warriors with ran@xshj!d
tomahawks, rise up before them. With horrid yells they close in upon their vic-
tims on every side. Boyd is not wanting in this fearful crisis. Quick as thou ht,
he perceives that against the fearful odds—the foe twenty times his own number
—one chance of escape, and but one, remains—and that, the always doubt
step of striking at a given point, and cutting the way through the surrounding
foe. At the word, his gallant band fire and rush to the onset. The charge tells
fearfully upon the dusky warriors, and a ray of hope gleams upon their clouded
fortunes. W ith unbroken ranks, not one of his comrades yet fallen, he rene¥ws
the attack, and still the third time. With only eight now left, he braves the
fierce encounter once again. The fearless Murphy indeed bears a charmed life.
He tumbles in the dust, the huge warrior in his path; and, while the rude sava-
ges are shouting with laughter, ﬁe and two fortunate companions escape. 'True
to his own dauntless nature, he turns to the foe, and, with clenched fists, hurls at
them bold defiance. Poor Honyerey, noted for the wonders that he had wrouf'ht
at Oriskany, and for his unwavering attachment to the American cause, falls lit-
erally hacked to pieces. But the unhappy Boyd—he, the gallant and noble heﬂ"‘a
ed! who never had known fear, or shrunk from the most eminent peril—he an
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the equally matched Parker, are prisoners in the hands of the merciless enemy.
At this frightful moment, what are the emotions of the hapless captives ? Does
not the stout heart of Boyd now beat slowly ? Is not his cheek yet blanched with
fear? No! Not such his spirit. His courage fails him not, even now. “Red-
men,” he exclaims, “ where 1s your chief? Bring me before the brave warrior.
Ay, brandish your hatchets, ye coward squaws, against the helpless; ye dare
not strike. Your chief, I say.” At this request the upraised tomabawk is turned
aside, and the Indian chief, Brant, stands before him. At the mystic signal,*
known only to those initiated into the gecrets of the Craft, the stern brow of the
warrior is relaxed, and Boyd and Parker are safe.t

The approach of Hand’s brigade, causes the immediate flight of the Indian
foe; and 1n mad haste, they hurry away with their prisoners, leaving behind their
blankets and the rifles of their victims. But this friendly succor comes too late.
The fearful strife is over, and the red inen are gone. Brant leaves the unfortu-
nate Boyd and Parker in the charge of Butler, and withdraws to provide for the
coming danger. WVith painful march, the captives pursue their cheerless route,
amid the fierce exultation of the savage tribe, to the Indian village at our feet.

Walter Butler, than whom a more ruthless fiend never cursed the human form,
summons before him the two prisoners, to learn, if possible, the number, situation,
and intention of Sullivan’s army. His questions remain unanswered. Boyd will
not, even by a word, betray his country’s cause. Perhaps, relying on the plighted
faith and generous nature of the Indian chief, he has no fear for the result.
Around him gather the painted forms of the grim savages; and, with tomahawks
cutting the air, and reeking knives thrust toward his unprotected breast, amid the
most hideous yells and frantic gestures, demand the life-blood of their prey.
Still, the dauntless Boyd trembles not. He disregards the threats of his base in-
terrogater, and refuses to reply. Denunciations avail not : danger does not intim-
idate. He has been nurtured in a nobler school than to basely yield when he
should be most firm. His country calls—his mother’s parting charge is still fresh
in his memory—he cannot falter. She had engraven on his heart of hearts,
deeper, far deeper, than all other sentiments, love of country; and love of life
cannot usurp supremacy in this direful hour. But surely it cannot be, that of a
man educated in all the refinements of civilized life—early nurtured in the mer-
ciful tenets of Christian faith, against whom the noble prisoners have been guilty
of no more heinous offence than fighting for liberty, will—nay, he cannot execute

*Braat, wheo a lad, was sent by Sir William Johnson to the Charity School at Hartford,
Conn. then kept by Dr. Wheelock, suhsequently the President of Dartmouth College. He
there learnedl the rudiments of an English education ; and was thus enabled, afterwards, to
act as Secretary to Col. Guy Johnson. He visited England at the commencement of our
Revolutionary contest, and was much noticed by several distinguished noblemen, and by the
king. He was well known to he a brave and generous warrior. But how Boyd had learned
that be was a Freemason, 1 haye not been able to learn.

tErtract from a statement made by Mr John Salmon,one of Morgan's rifiemen, who
was allached to the company of which Boyd was Lieutenant, published in a work entitled

“ The Narrative of the While Woman.”

* When Lieut. Boyd found himself a prisoner, he solicited an interview with Brant, whom
be well knew commanded the Indians. This chief, who was at that moment near, imme-
diately presented himself; when Lieut. Boyd, hy one of those appeals which are known
only by those who have beeu initiated in certain mysteries, and which never fail to bring
seccor 1o a ¢ distressed Brother,’ addressed him as the ouly source from which he could ex-
pect a respit from cruel punishment or death. The appeal was recognized, and Brant iinme-
diately, and in the strongest language, assured him his life should be spared.”

Brant was soon after calied away and Boyd was given up by the British Col., Butler, to
the Indians, who tortured him in the most cruel manoer, and then put him te death.
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his bloody threat. Do you doubt, ye hapless pair, that such a monsterlives? Ah!
remember the bloody deeds of Cherry Valley, and know that such a mgnater now
threatens “to give you over to the tender mercies of the savages” clamoring for
your blood. Again the question is asked, and again Boyd shrinks not. The fate of
the ariny and success of the expedition hang upon his firmness. He prefers to die,
if it were possible, a thousand deaths, rather than betray the lives of his country's
soldiers and her holy cause. He knows well that their secret must remain un-
revealed by his lips—that on his decision now rests the safety of the whole army ;
and he nobly chooses by his own fall, to preserve the dangerous secret locked in
his own speechless and mangled breast. The bloody command is at length given.
Little Beard and his clan have seized their helpless victims. Stripped and bound
to that sappling, Boyd hears the death-knell ringing in his ears, and sees the de-
moniac ravings of his ruthless tormentors, as madly they dance around him. The
chief takes the deadly aimn: his glittering hatchet speeds through the air. But
no: this were too kind a fate. It quivers in frightful proximity, just above his
uncovered head. Another and yet another follows—still they glance within but
a hair's breadth of his throbbing temples. Their fury becomes too great for so
bloodless sport. Now they tear out his nails—his eyes—his tongue—and—But *
the horrors of thatawful hour aretoo agonizing for description. The ear is pained
at the direful tale. The mind revolts at the cruel reality. Poor Parker, thine is
a milder death. With one blow, your frightful suspense, as you lay a witness of
your heroic leader’s anguish, and expect a similar fate, is ended. Noble man!
could we but coujure up the agonies of your last hour—could mortal tongue dis-
close the secret emotions of your soul, tge fierce pain of your mangled limbs—
e\{ilry}hean in this assembly would cease to puleate, and every cheek grow pale
with horror.

MASONIC INTELLIGENCE.
ENGL AND.
DEDICATION OF THE MASONIC HALL AT LINCOLN.

Tux Brethren of Liucolnshire and the neighborhood, had a grand fieldday on
Thursday, the 9th June, being assembled for the purpose of formally dedicating
the new Freemasons’ Hall, which has been built in the city of Lincoln. Visitors
were present from all the Lodges in the Province, as well as a numerous deputa-
tion from Nottingham and from Leicester, and individuals from still more distant
Lodges in, and near the metropolis, and from Yorkshire.

At ten o'clock in the forenoon, the Brethren began to assemble, and the Lodge
having been duly opened in the Three Degrees, the members adjourned to the
Guildhall ; ladies were then admitted into the gallery of the new Hall, to witness
the opening portion of the ceremonial; but, from its small size, the invitations
were restricted to one by each member of the Lodge. The director of ceremo-
nies, (Brother E. A. Bromhead, Esq.) having arranged the procession in the Guild-
hall adjoining, the Fraternity moved to the hall, marching slowly to solemn
music, which was played by Brother Edward Dearle, Mus. Bach. of Cambridge ;
the effect from the gallery was very imposing ; for although the clothing was re-
stricted to % Common Craft,” yet it was of a very splendid character, the purple,
and gold, and crimson, and silver badges of Provincial G. Officers, contrasting ad-
mirably with the more prevalent decoration of light blue aprons and collars. The
ofiicers of Nottingham Lodge, (one of the most ancient in that pait of the king-
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dom,) were each distinguished by a massive silver chain upon the collars, by
which the jewels of office were suspended,—a custom that has been discontinued
in the Lodges of more recent date. The procession passed (in the sun’s course,
“from east to west,) around the Lodge, the throne and seats being withdrawn from
- the wall, and also around the Inner Temple of the Lodge,—thus forming a double
line, and after the circuit had thus been made three times, the officers assumed
their respective chairs, and the Brethren were seated, the various elements of
consecration in their silver vessels being placed on a table in front of the Master’s
pedestal, together with the warrant of the Constitution.

The Rev. Dr. OLiver, P. D. P. G. M., Chaplain of the Lodge, then took his
seat at the table, and read from 1 Kings, viii., 1—6, the bringing up of the Ark of
the Covenant into the Temple of Jerusalem; after which the Brethren sung the
Anthem, (the words written by Brother Dunckerby for the dedication uf the Free-
‘masons’ Hall in London,) viz :

Hail, universal Lord !
By heaven and earth adored ;
All hail, Great God !

Before thy name we bend,
To us thy grace extend,
And to thy prayer attend,
All bail, Great God !

" The W. M. of the Lodge, Br. Goopacrk, then addressed the ladies in the gal-

lery and the visiting Brethren, thanking them for their attendance, and stated the
object of the meeting to be for celebrating the Centenary of the Lodge, and for
dedicating the hall in which they were assembled, to the uses of Masonry. They
were not premature in calling the meeting a Centenary one, for although the
date of the foundation of the Lodge was not known, yet it was certain that it was
instituted in the former part of the last century; in the archieves of the Lodge
was an old minute book extending from 1732 to 1742, and on the jewel of office
now worn by the Secretary, was engraved the latter date, showing that it had
been presented just a hundred years ago, by one of the honorable family of the
Welbys, who (he believed) was then Secretary. The records of the Lodge
showed that most of the ancient families of the Province, had been amongst the
members. Of the praise of Masonry in general, he should say nothing; he
should leave that to the learned and reverened Brother’s oration, which would
more especially apply itself to the eulogy of the Craft.

The Superintendant of the works, Brother W. Nicnorson, Esq., then addressed
the Master, returning thanks for having been entrusted with the direction of the
building, and restored to him the working tools (the square, the level, and the
plumet-rule,) which were accordingly replaced on the pedestals in the east, west
and south.

The Rev. Dr. OLivEr then pronounced & long and eloquent oration on Masonry,
tracing the origin of its pure ritual and simple though significant emblems, to the
the earliest ages of the world; the moral excellence of the Craft was enforced
with earnest eloquence, which no abbreviated account could do justice to, or, in-
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deed convey any correct idea of; as, however, it is intended that the oration
should be published, according to the anxious desire of all the Brethren present,
it may soon be obtained entire by all who feel interested in the Craft, and will
add another to the many excellent Masonic treatises of the learned Doctor.

At the conclusion of the oration, another anthem was sung, the words by Br.
Goodacre, the W. M. of the Lodge.

Unbounded space and endless time
The Temple of thy dwelling are ;

Thy presence gladdens every clime,
And shines in each remotest star.

How then shall walls of mortal hands,
The Architect of worlds contain?

Yet those who follow thy commaads,
Can never serve thee, Lord, in vain.

A spiritual temple build
Withia our hearts, by grace divine ;
With heavenly love may all be filled,
From earthly dross our souls refine.

And when our {rame is levell'd here,
Conduct us to those mansions bright,

Where Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty rear
Thy Temple of Eternal Light.

The ladies having now withdrawn from the gallery, the Masonic business of
of the Lodge was resumed ; various Brethren were announced, who had arrived
since the commencement of the proceedings. The Chaplain having perfumed
the Lodge, the Secretary was called upon to read the minutes, which were very
long, from their recording a series of correspondence regarding the promise to
hold a Provincial Grand Lodge at Lincoln, which was wished to have been con-
nected with this dedicatory ceremonial. The Secretary having then petitioned
in the name of the Brethren for the act of consecration to be performed, the
officers of the Lodge, with the Masters and Past Masters of other Lodges, went
in procession three times round the Lodge to solemn music, halting between each
procession, when the W. M. at the first interval, declared the hall dedicated to
Masonry—at the second, to Virtue—at the third, to Universal Benevolence—after
each of which, the grand honors were given, the Chaplain having also, after each
proclamation, strewed the Lodge with corn, sprinkled it with wine, and annointed
it with oil, accompanying each with the reading of suitable passages of Scripture.
The consecration prayer was then offered up, the Brethren all standing round and
responding “Glory to Ged on high;” the W. M. then seasoned the Lodge with
salt, the Chaplain reading other passages of Scripture, and concluded by cousti-
tuting the Lodge according to ancient form. The whole terminated with singing
another anthem written by Br. E. A. Bromehead :—

Great Architect of Heaven! whose eye
O'erlooks the world created—thine—

To thy protective arm we fly,
And worsbip at thy glorious shrine.
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Do Thou whose mighty power we own,
° This humble dwelling-place behold,
Form in our hearts one mighty throne,
Of love—one universal fold.

Aund as we may to others show
Sweet Charity—that purest leaven,
Se give us grace while here below,
That we may join thy Lodge in Heaven. .

The dedication service then concluded.

$ST. GRORGER’'S MASONIC BENEFIT SOCIETY,LIVERPOOL.

The Brethren of this society held their half-yearly meeting at Br. T. G. Gar-
ret's, Belfast Tavern, 14 Park-lane, Liverpool, on the 12th April. After auditing
the accounts, and transacting other regular business, the Brethren separated in
high spirits at the prosperous state of its funds, and its great importance amongst
the Brethren at large. We are glad to learn that a Benefit Society of Free and
Accepted Masons, has been eatablished in this town, (independent of the advan-
tages connected with the regular Lodges) for the mutual relief, in sickness or
death, of its members,—who, by paying a reasonable sum for entrance, and &
moderate monthly contribution, secure to themselves a weekly income during
sickness, together with medical aid and also a sufficient funeral allowance in case
of death.—[Liverpool Paper.]

IRELAND.

Graxp Masoric Bari, Dusrin, Aprin 26.—Lodge No. 50, gave a Grand
Ball and Supper, which took place in the Rotunda. It was upon a scale of great
splendor, and was attended by the elife and beauty of the city. The long room,
and those above it, were thrown open to all who desired the pleasures of the
promenade or dance. In the lower room, quadrilles were danced; in the upper,
waltzes. The rooms were decorated with beautiful and, in many instances, gor-
geous Masonic emblems, inscribed upon flags and shields; in fact, all that taste,
ut, or mnoney, could do to render the scene fascinating and inspiring, was done by
the spirited and active Committee under whose superintendence the entertain-
ment was conducted. At half-past one o’clock, the supper was announced. At
3, it was concluded ; when a considerable number of the guests resumed the en-
joyments of the “ merry dance,” and did not terminate them till

“ Nights candles had hurnt blue,
And jocund duy stood tiptoe on the misty mountain's top.”

Loner 620, called “ The First Volunteers of Ireland,” on the 27th April, pre-
seated Br. Joun Fowwrer, the Deputy Grand Secretary, with a beautiful silver
Cup, “as & small token of fraternal regard, on attaining his 50th Masonic year in
his Parent Lodge.”

The performances at the Royal Theatre, Dublin, on the 15th June, were for the
benefit of the distressed widows and Brethren of the Masonic Fraternity. Pre-
Yiously to the commencement of the play, the Brethren appeared on the stage in

4
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full Masonic costume ; and on the rising of the curtain, the whole of the theatri-
cal company sung the Masonic version of “ God save the Queen.”

The Limerick Chronicle, of April 29, says—¢ For the last three days the mem-
bers of Lodge 271, held a Royal Arch Chapter, and raised twelve Master Masons
into the sublime degree of Royal Arch Masons. We never knew Masonry to be
in so much esteem and repute in Limerick as at present.” ’

The following extracts are from the above paper, and refer to the unjustifiable
course pursued By the Catholic Clergy, in reference to the Fancy Ball, recently
given in Limerick, in aid of the Orphan Charity :—

“The Roman Catholics of St. Michael’s were publicly cautioned at the parish
chapel on Sunday last, March 27th, by the officiating priest, not to attend the
fancy ball, under penalty of exposure and denunciation from the altar, next Sun-
day (to-morrow,) when their names would be published! If we don’t err, the exer-
cise of this arbitrary and imperious threat upon a former occasion, was for several
years after, the cause of a.wide schism in the parish, and long estranged many
respectuble familiesfrom worship in the same chapel. The event was then greatly
condemned, and was the source of long and unavailing regret. But was this
Rev. gentleman aware, while conceiving he impressed the law of his church,
that he also threatened to violate the law of the land, which it is his peculiar pro-
vince, as a clergyman, to uphold, and his first duty as a subject to obey. To
spread ¢ peace and good will’ amongst ten, to inculcate respect to the constituted
authorities, and subnission to ¢ the powers that be,’ is the business of a minister
of Christ; not to defy the ordinances of his sovereign, or contemn those laws
which protect him and all other of her Majesty’s subjects from insult or injury,
and both are now menaced ! Vous Verrons. At the last Kilkenny assizes an ac-
tion for damages was brought by a respectable farmer against his parish priest,
for denouncing him by name at the altar, and the Rev. defendant submitted to a
verdict for forty pounds damages, and six-pence costs.” .

“ A bitter invective has been indulged against the high Shenff’ of this county,
for advocating the orphan’s cause on Thursdn{ last, ans attributes his doing so,
to his indi%nation at having the Masonic Orphan Charity denounced by Roman
Catholic clergy in this city. We are authorised to state, that he never referred
to any creed but the one he himself professes, or to any Masonic grievance.
But it is supposed the cap fits, and yet they expect a gentleman, who has ever
been the advocate of liberal and generous principles, is to act the hypocrite, and
silently permit the objects dearest to his heart to he vilified and traduced. We
do happen'to know that he is devoted to a society, whose first grand principles
are Faith, Truth, Charity and Brotherly Love, and yet so tolerant, though inviols-
ble, are its ancient landmarks, that even after a public denunciation from the
man Catholic altars of this city, a reference to such uncalled for interference
could not be alluded to at their meetings: and we do ask by what name to desig-
nate that power by which the ladies of that persuasion here are prohibited at-
tending a ball that was, at their instance, adjourned from the Assizes to the Easter
week, particularly when their friends from Dublin, Cork, Clare, and Tipperary,
are under no-such prohibition? This is an unwise and dangerous power in any
hands, and one calling loudly to guard against it. It is universally allowed that
the Freemason must study true Christianity, uncompromising loyalty, and dbe-
dience to the laws, and & Masonic Lodge is deemed a school of morals and man-
ners; and let it be asked with what consistency are the Roman Catholics pro-
hibited attending a ball-room, the proceeds of which are to cléthe and support the
helpless orphan, and not forbid association in any of the other walks. of life?
Such were not the opinions of those Reverend Brethren, archbishop Troy and
bishop Tuohy. Such are not the tenets of the very many beloved an venerated
heads of the Protestant Church, who fondly cherisrg and inculcate Masonic truth
?_nd vi;tne, and are proud to wear the primeval badges of its pure and simple

orms.
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UNITED STATES,
WISCONSIN.

Extract of a letter to the editor from a respected Rev. Brother dated
“PratTviLLe, Wis. TEr., SEpr. 27, 1842,
“Dear SiR—The Magazine, to its 10th No. (Aug.) has reached me without
the loss of one. It grows in interest, and so far as I can judge, is greatly en-
larging its field of usefulness. Masonry in its principles and true character, like
the Bible, seems to flourish most and to greatest advantage where the march of
mind has, like the voice of one heard in the wilderness, lit up and purified the
understanding, duly to appreciate it. In this changing world, to see Masonry
standing like & monument of brass from age to age, and to lose nothing of its
lustre and symmetrical beauty, is perfectly marvellous. And if she is now just
shedding forth her light and moral grandeur, like the full grown moon, rising
from the shaded horizon, she is destined to gild our earth with her beams and
enamor the hearts of the virtuons with her beauty. In bringing about an event
so useful to the world and honorable to our ancient Order, the Freemasons’
Monthly Magazine, will perform a noble share of the work.
Yours, in true Masonic bonds, B. T. KAVANOUGH.”

VIRGINIA, :
Richmond, Oct. 17th, 1842
C. W. Moork, Esq.

Dear Sir and Brother,—I enclose you the following names for your 2d vol.
of Freemasons’ Monthly. I have had but small leisure since my return home, to
do any thing for your valuable periodical ; the press of professional engagements,
and repeated calls from the city, have hitherto disabled me from doingasI wished :
let the present, however, be received as a small earnest of my interest in your
labors, and desire for your most unqualified success.

The condition of the Craft in this State is truly encouraging to the lover of
Freemasonry; a spirit of energefic enterprise is abroad among them, not only for a
perfect work, so far as it pertains to the mere forms of Masonry—but for a perfect
practise in the discharge of its high moral duties; no rough and unshapen ashler
isallowed to be placed in the mystic edifice; the square is faithfully applied, and
those unfit for the spiritnal building are cast aside ; harmony exists thronghout our
borders. Royal Arch Masonry is also cultivated with deep interest, and many
of our Chapters present the ancient work with all its intelligent memorials, in a
manner pleasing to the lover of the Royal JArt.

There is a great desire recently manifested to revive the Encampments of
Templars, and the appendant Orders. Circumstances, however, prevent at this
time any prompt action on the subject. I hope, however, ere long to see the
Tewplar’s proud baoner given to the breeze, and the memorials of Chivarly’s
brightest days again occupying their wonted post among us.

In this city we are decidedly prosperous, there are three working Lodges and
one Chapter, all of which in their several degrees of prosperity are moving on
in peace and harmony.

I have no doubt but that the Grand Lodge of Virginia will act in consonance
with the recommendations of the Washington Convention. I feel a decided inter-
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est in the proposition, to send a delegate to England, that we may obtain the
work of York Masonry in its purity. A Brother of skill and Masonie intelligence
could discharge this mission in time to meet the Lecturers in Baltimore, and thus
a uniformity could be agreed upon, with all the aids derived from English Ma-
sonry. Could not this be done at once, not waiting for the meeting of the
several Grand Lodges ? Could not an agreement among the Grand Masters
effect the purpose ? I feel assured no Grand Lodge would hesitate to sanction
the act, by the payment of its quota.

Permit me, my dear Sir, to add my commendations to the character of your
Magazine, and to thank you for the deeply interesting intelligence with which
you mouthly furnish your readers. My intercourse with our Fraternity, has
been general in this State and North Carolina, and if it will add one pleasure to
your labors, I can assure you the Magazine is every where hailed as an able and
interesting exponent of Masonry. But I tire you with prolixity.

RHODE-ISLAND.

We have received a copy of the transactions of the Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island, for the past year. We do not, however, find anything in them of special
importance, except the following resolution, viz:—

“ Resolved, That this Grand Lodge approve of the proceedings of the National
Masonic Convention, (which was heﬁd in Washington,) relative to the Grand Lodge
of Michigan”

For the following resolution, adopted on 24th June last, the Brethren of the
Grand Lodge, will please to accept our grateful acknowledgments :—

“ Resolved, That this Grand Lodge appruve of the “ FREEMASoNs’ MonTHLY
Maecazine,” published by Br. CuarLes W. Moore, of Boston, and do recom-
mend it to the Fraternity in this State, as a channel through which they can re-
ceive the most agthentic and useful Masonic intelligence.”

MASSACHUSETTS.

EXPULSION OF THEODORE A. DAME.

Taxovore A. Dame was expelled from Royal Arch Masonry, by St. Andrew's
Chapter, in this city, on the 20th of September last. The following is the course
of proceedings had in the premises :—

At the regular monthly meeting of the Chapter, on the 7th September, the fol-
lowing communication, signed by a member, was presented, read, and referred to
a Committee, consisting of five Past High Priests.

“To the M. E. High Priest of St. Andrew’s R. A. Chapter,

Companion,—A deep sense of whatI conceive to be due to St. Andrew’s Chap-

ter and to the Mesonic Fraternity at large, makes it my painful duty formally to

charge Companion TreonoRE A. DaME, a member of this Chapter, with the
commission of the following immoral and unmasonic offences, viz: I charge him
1st with Forgery,
AW ¢ Ad , and
3d “ Jgbandoning his Family.
And I respectfully ask that these charges may be referred to a Committee for
examination.

Boston, Sept. 7, 1842.»
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A copy of the preceding communication, having been left at the residence of the
accused, fourteen days previously, the Chapter was summoned, on the 29th Sept.,
to try the truth of the charges. The defendant not appearing, the Committee
appointed at the previous meeting, offered the following report, with a careful
and precise statement of the evidence on which it is predicated. This having
been fully discussed, and found to be ample and satisfactory, the report was
unanimously accepted :—

REPORT.

The Committee to whom was referred the charges against the moral character
and standing of Companion Theodore A. Dame, a member of this Chapter, have
attended to the duty assigned them, and respectfully report :

That they have carefully examined the documents placed in their hands, which
they find to consist of letters written by said Dame, in which he makes a full and
free admission of the first and third charges preferred against him, viz., Forgery,
and Abandoning his Family.

The Committee have also taken the testimony of two highly respectable Com-
panions and a Brother, whose knowledge of the facts in the case is accurate and
unquestionable, and whose evidence is full and direct as to the truth of the char-
ges named. The Committee are unanimous in the belief, that the evidence in
these respects is plenary and sufficient to produce conviction in any of the proper
Judicial tribunals of the country, and they also feel themselves warranted in say-
ing, that the charge of adultery is sustained by evidence scarcely less decisive and
satisfactory.

In view of this state of the case, and of the fact that the delinquent has gone
beyond the jurisdiction of this Chapter, to parts unknown, the Committee are of
opinion that any delay in the action of the Chapter, is uncalled for, either by the
usages of the Masonic Fraternity, or in justice to the offending Companion.
They therefore recommend the adoption of the accompanying Preamble and Res-
olutions. All of which is respectfully submitted by

JOHN R. BRADFORD,
JNO. B. HAMMATT,
JOHN J. LORING, Commitfee.
ROBERT KEITH,
RUEL BAKER,
Boston, Sept. 8th, 1842,

PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS,

“ Whereas, Taeonore A. Dame, a member of this Chapter, has been guilty of
gross immoral and ummasonic conduct,—of a nature such as to destroy the re-
spectability of his character as a citizen, and to render a longer continuance of
his Masonic relations incompatible with the ancient and universally recognized
regulations of the Fraternity. And whereas, it is at all times, and under all cir-
cumstances, a painful duty to sever, perhaps. forever, the connexion that subsists
between Brethren of the same household,—to cut off and proclaim to the world
as unworthy, him whom we have cherished with the warm sincerity of fraternal
love and affection :—yet, when occasion requires, ¢ is a solemn and imperative duty ;
the unflinching performance of which is due alike to our personal characters, to
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the unity and happiness of our Chapter, and the welfare and reputation of our
Fraternity.
Be it, therefore, as the highest penalty authorized or sanctioned by Masonry—

¢ Resolved, That the name of Theodore A. Damebe, and it hereby is, stricken
from the roll of the members of St. Andrew’s Royal Arch Chapter.

% Resolved, That T'heodore A. Dame, late of this city, a Royal Arch Mason, and
an Apothecary by profession, be, and he hereby is, solemnly and fully expelled
from all the rights and privileges of Royal Arch Masonry.

% Resolved, That an attested copy of the above resolutions be sent up to the
M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of this Commonwealth for confirmation.”

A true copy from the records of St. Andrew’s Royal Arch Chapter.
Attest. Tros. WATERMAN, Sec’y.

The above resolutions were laid before the Grand Chapter, on the 12th ultime,
and referred’ to a Committee, who, having made the necessary examinations,
submitted the following report, which was unanimously accepted :—

The Committee to whom was referred a communication from St. Andrew’s Royal
Arch Chapter, in this city, having attended to the duties of their appointment,
ask leave to

REPORT,

That the proceedings of said Chapter relative to the expulsion of Theodore A.
Dame, appear to be correct, and your Committee recommend that this Grand
Chapter confirm the doings of said Chapter.

THOMAS TOLMAN,
S. W. ROBINSON, ; Commillee.

Boston, Oct. 12th, 1842, GILBERT NURSE,

ProckEpines or THE Boston Excamement, in THE casE or T. A. Daxr,
Report adopted Oct. 19, 1842,

The Committee to whom, at the last meeting of this Encampment, was refer-
red the charges alleged against the moral and Masonic character of ‘I'heodore
A. Dame, have attended to the duty assigned them, and respectfully

REPORT:

That the said Theodore A. Daine stands charged with three distinct immoral and
penal offences, viz: Forgery, Adultery, and Abandoning his Family : That the truth
of these charges has been thoroughly investigated before King Solemon’s Lodge,
Charlestown, and St. Andrew’s Royal Arch Chapter, Boston : That the accused
was a member of both those Institutions, and that he has been formally expelled
by them from Symbolic and Royal Arch Masonry: That the doings of those
bodies have been confirmed by the Grand Institutions under whose jurisdictions
they are respectively holden: And, that their proceedings would, in the opin-
ion of your Committee, fully justify this Encarpment in expelling the delin-
quent Companion from the Orders of Knighthood, without further inquiry or
delay. But, believing that the several branches of the Fraternity, in cases like
the one under consideration, ought to act, each for itself, and irrespectively
of the proceedings of the others, your Committee have personally and carefully
investigated the facts on which the charges are predicated, and the testimony
by which they are sustained. In respect to the former, it is sufficient for your
Comnmittee to say, that the delinquent has forged the names of two members of
this Encampment to sundry notes of hand,—that he has had illicit communica-
tion with a married woman of this city, and that he has abandoned his family.
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The evidence in support of these charges consists, principally, of the forged
notes themselves ; of certain letters and disclosures made in writing by the ac-
cused, both prior and subsequently to his leaving the city ; and the personal tes-
timony of two Sir Knights of this Encampment, and of a Brother Master Mason.
The documentary evidence is addressed to our highly respected and deeply afilict-
ed Companion, Sir John Stevens, (the father-in-law of the delinquent,) and forms
a part of this Report. The Sir Knights alluded to, are Companions Stevens and
Hews, both of whom will state such additional facts, if desired, as the Eucamp-
ment may deem necessary to a more particular understanding of the whole case.

Your Committee are unanimously of opinion, that the evidence is full and com-
plete, and that the several charges are clearly and distinctly proved. And it also
appearing, to their entire satisfaction, that the delinquent has gone beyond the
jurisdiction of this Encampment, to parts unknown, and under circumstances
which preclude the presumption that he will at present, if ever, again return
to this section of the country,—and this opinion being confirmed by his own pos-
itive declaration, (as will be seen by reference to the accompanying documents),—
they have thought that the case before them, may properly be regarded as pre-
senting an exception to the constitutional RULE, which requires that the party ac-
cused shall be served with a copy of the charges, and notice of the time and place of
their investigation, before final action. In the present case, it would be utterly
impossible to comply with the regulation; and to leave a summons at his late
residence, would be a work of supererogation,—his farily being as ignorant of
his whereabouts, as your Committee. They, therefore, respectfully recommend
the adoption of the following resolutinns :

% Resolved, That the name of Theodore A. Dame, be stricken from the roll of
members of the Boston Encampment of Knights Templars.

“ Resolved, That Theodore A. Dame be, and he hereby is, solemnly expelled from
all the rights and privileges of the Orders of Knighthood, recognized under the
jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

“ Resolved, That an attested copy of the above report and resolutions, be sent
up to the Grand Encampment for confirmation.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

CHAS. W. MOORE,
JOHN HEWS, Commiltee.
JOHN FLINT, g

Masonic Temple, Boston, Oct. 19, 1842.

In Granp ExcampMenT, Bostoxn, OcT. 20, 1842,

The above Report having been read, and the proceedings in the premises, duly
investigated, it was unanimously

Poted, That the same be approved and confirmed.

Sir John R. Bradford then offered the following vote, which was unanimously
adopted, viz:—

Poted, That an attested copy of the Report and Resolutions of the Boston En-
campment, in the case of Theodore A.Dame, as confirmed by this Grand En-
campment, be furnished for publication in the Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine,
that our Companions, in all parts of the country, may have due and timely notice
thereof, and be enabled to guard their Asylums against the presence of the un-
worthy.

y Copy of Record—Attest.
GILBFRT NURSE, Recorder.
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07 Temrrar’s Dirtoma. —A
resolution bas been adopted by the Grand
Encampment of New York, approving the
Templar's Diploma, published under the
sanction of the Grand Encampment of Mas.
sachuseits and Rhode Island, so far as it
goes; but because it does not embrace the
degrees of Knight of the Christian Mark
- and Knight of the Holy Sepulchre, that
Grand Encampment * deems it inexpedient
to adopt it.” The Diploma referred to, has
been sanctioned and recommended by the
Geuoeral Grand Enoampment of the United
States, and it contains all the Orders of
Knighthood recogniz. * or authorized by the
General Grand Contjwtion. We suppose
that instrument to e good authority in set-
tling questions of this nature.

(5™ At the recent great celebration of the
opening of the Croton Water Works, in New
York, the Masonic Fraternity constituted a
very brilliant and imposing part of the public
procession. We learn from the newspapers,
that the Grand Lodge of the State was pres-
ent, and carried ‘ the identical Bible on
which Washington took the oath of office
when he was inaugurated President.” We
also notice that the printing press on which
the illustrious Fraoklin worked while in
London, was carried in the procession, and
used to strike off the * Croton Ode,” written
for the occasion by Br. G. P. Morris.

a

FreemasoNavyiw Missovrr.—
The following is from the Missouri Sentinel.
We shall probably next mouth be able to lay
before our readers a more particular accomnt
of the purchase spoken-of :—

At no period since the setilement of our
couatry, has Freemasonry stood on a prouder
eminence in the estimation of our citizens,
than at present. Not being a member of the
Fraternity, we have not the means of ascer-
taining the full extent of the operations of
the Ioxtitution, but we have been credibly in-
formed that upwards of one thousand per-
sons have joined the different Lodges in this
State within the year past, and public seuti-
ment, as far as we have made inquiry upon
the subject, is becoming daily more favorable
to it. e learn that the Hon. P. H. Mec-
Bride, the Grand Master of the Lodges of
this State, has recently purchased in the
name of the Brotherhood, at a cost of tea
thousand dollars, that extensive and valuable

roperty lying in the adjoining County of

arion, known as Marion College. The ob-
Ject of this purchase is to establish a literary
asylum for the protection and education of
the children of deceased and needy members
of the association. Marion College was ori-
ginally established by the Presbyterians, and
18 laid out on an exiensive scale. In con-
sequence of the internal divisions which have
distracted that church, embarrassments have
overtaken the College, and it has been sacri-
ficed. The buildings are large, and hand-
some, embracing a! y appendages to
such Institutions, which cost at least sixt
thousand dollars, besides there are attach
to them upwards of thirteen hundred acres
of prime land, nine hundred of which are in
active cultivation. 3

Should the object of this Institution be
carried into effect, as we believe it will, the
amount of good which may flow from it can
only be estinated by himdwho w‘glgh' the

£ Our AaxxTs are respectfully req
to make their collections for the present vol.
at their earliest convenience. And we would
particularly urge upon them the necessity of
giving their immediate attention to the un-
settled accounts of the first volume. We are
exceedingly desirous that they should be
forthwith closed. We thiok there can be
litile or no difficulty in procuring suitable
funds to remit. We will receive at par the
bills'of any specie paying Bank in the country.

18T VoL.—Wehave a few copies of
the first volume of the Magazine on haund,
which will be furnished to new subscribers,
wishing to preserve the set entire, at the sub-
scription price.

m in bal , an 8 the
heavens but as dust.

Extract of a letter o the Editor, dated
Curdville, Va., Oct. 12, 1842. .

* | regard your Magazine as a publication
well calculated to promote the * good of the
Craft;” and I think it should be read by
every Brother who is desirous of improving
himself in Masonry. Especially, ought it to
taken by the Brcthren of every working
Lodge; for it affords essential aid in settlin
those questions of doubt and difficulty whic|
will anse in every Lodge.”

I Allen Grand Lodge of Per fection, No.
1, Portsmouth, N. H.,is to be coustituted
and its officers installed, this evening, Nov,
1. Brethren of all degrees have been invited
to be present,
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The subscribers to the Magazine can have their volume neatly half bound in Russia backs
and corners, and handsomely gilt, for 62 1-3 cents a copy, by leaving them at this office.
Persons wishing a more costly binding can be accommodated. It is requested that they may
be handed in early. Oect. 1.
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PREREQUISITE QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES.

It is with painful regret that we occasionally witness attempts in differ-
ent parts of the country, to innovate upon the old landmarks and well es-
tablished customs of the Crafi, and to incorporate upon the Institution the
peculiar views which mark the present age. Freemasonry is an ancient
Fraternity, sui generds in its character and operations ; and any attempt to
modernize it, or to reduce it to a level with the standard of the * moral
reformers” of the day, would be the first step towards its final dissolution.
As a party or sectarian Institution, it neither could nor ought to exist.
In either capacity, it would be a powerful agent, alike dangerous to re-
ligious tolerance and political freedom. But while it continues to embrace
within its pale, men of every political and religious sentiment, it can
neither be made subservient in promoting the sinister views of the ambi-
tious, nor the intolerance of the bigoted. We regard it, therefore, as the
high and imperative duty of every Mason, not only to exercise his whole
influence in preserving the fountain in its original purity, but to raise his
voice in solemn protestation against every attempt to corrupt and divert the
streams from their natural course. This may rarely be a pleasant duty ;
but it is a positive one ; and in the discharge of it, we hope never to be
found wanting or hesitating. We would not give offence ; but the fear of
doing so, will never restrain us from a frec and manly expression of our
opinions.

-Itis but a few months since that we were called upon to notice an at-
tempt to introduce the Temperance question, as a test of admission into
the Lodges.® And more recently, we had occasion to speak in terms of
reprobation, of a regulation adopted by the *“Grand Lodge of the Three
Globes,” at Berlin, by which Jews, Mahomedans, and all other persons not
professing a belief in Christianity, were ecxcluded from the Institution.t

*Magazing, vol. i. p 270.  tlbid. p. 302,
5
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Our attention is now called to a measure of a similar character, which
has recently been adopted by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee. It re-
quires that the subordinate Lodges under that jurisdiction, shall propose
the following question to all candidates for the privileges of Masonry, viz:

““ Do you seriously declare upon your honor, that you believe in the ex-
istence of a God, and a state of future rewards and punishments ?”

The part of the sentence italicised, hasbeen added by the Grand Lodge
of Tennessee. To that we object. 1 is a dangerous innovation upon the
ancient regulations of the Fraternity. It is decidedly sectarian in its
character, and would exclude from the Lodges, a large, respectable, and
increasing class of the religious community. Itis not a class to which
we belong, or with whose peculiar views we sympathize. But it is one
which, as Masons, we are bound to tolerate, if we cannot commend. The
question as it now stands is intolerant. It is more : It is proscriptive, and
in derogation of the liberal principles on which the Institution is founded.
Freemasonry does not require the cstablishment of any such test. She
never has, and, we trust, never will, in a religious point of view, ask more
of the candidate for her honors, than his assent to the great fundamental
truth—aA BELIEF IN THE EXISTENCE AND PROVIDENCE oF Gob. In the
language of an eloquent Brother, let him acknowledge the authority of
the common Father of mankind, and the distinctions of creeds, and
parties, and countries, cease to be matters of inquiry or of interest. Be-
.nevolence to all, and fraternity with all, to whom benevolence is a law, is
an essential principle—the very soul of Freemasonry. It is this which
has made her a terror to bigots. She dissolves by her mystic spells the
thraldom to sect and party, and teaches man to recognize a Brother in his
fellowman, whatever be the creed by which he worships, the name by
which he is called, or the country from which he comes. The bigotry of
sectarianism may limit and narrow down the benevolence of others, but
Freemasons know not the boundaries of sect, or party, or country. Their
field is the world, their Brethren the human race. ‘

The ¢ Axcient ConsTiTUTIONS,” which have been transmitied to us
through a long succession of generations, and which are recognized by
the Fraternity throughout the civilized world, as the suPREME Law of the
Institution, are full and precise as to the prerequisite qualifications of
candidates. These Constitutions have proved themselves sufficient for tlie
government and regulation of the Craft, from time immemorial. We ac-
knowledge no higher authority ; and any local regulation, running coun-
ter to them, we hold to be irregular and illegal. The ouly true method,
therefore, by which to settle the propriety of the measure adopted by the
Grand Lodge of Tennessee, is to ascertain in what those prerequisites con-
sist. With this view, we take leave to quote a few sentences from the
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first chapter of the * Masonic Constitutions,” as they are given in the
* Masonic Manual,” an excellent text-book, compiled by our talented
friend and Brother, WiLxins TannveniLL, Esq., the present efficient
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tennessec:* We quote from the
article ¢ Concerning God and Religion.” ¢ Whoever, from a love of
knowledge, interest or curiosity, desires to be made a Mason, is to know,
that, as his foundation and chief corner stone, he is to believe firmly in the
one Supreme and Eternal Gop, and pay that worship which is due to
Him, as the Great Architect and Governor of the Universe, A Mason is
also obliged to obey the MORAL LAW,'as a true Noah-chida.”t *  *

¢ He will shun the gross errors of bigotry and superstitution ; making a
due use of his own REASON, according to the liberty with which a Mason
is free. For although in ancient times, the Christian Masons were charged
to comply with the Christian usages of the country where they sojourned
or worked, (being found in all nations, and of ALL religions and persua-
sions,) yet, it is now thought most expedient that the Brethern in general
should be charged to adhere to the EssenTiALs of religion, in which all
men agree ; leaving each Brother to his own private judgment, as to par-
ticular MODES and ForMS.”

Such is the language of the Constitutions, in reference to the religious
belief of all who ¢ desire to be made Masons.” There is nothing illib-
eral, or of a sectarian character in it,—nothing of a * future state of re-
wards and punishments,”—nothing that would exclude the Jew, the Ma-
homedan, or the follower of any other creed, having for its *“ foundation and
chief corner stone,” a belief in *“the one Supreme and Eternal Gop.”
This is Freemasonry,—ancient, universal Freemasonry,—as it came from
the hand of that distinguished Israelite, to whom ‘ Lodges in ancient
times were dedicated.” Any attempt to change it in this important re-
spect,—to give to it a limited, or sectarian character,—would be a blow
aimed at its vitality. It could not, nor would it be desirable that it should,
exist as a sectarian or party Institution. Its economy must continue to
be as liberal as its principles are universal, or it must inevitably degen-
erate into a distracted and valueless association.

The question, as modified by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, does not,
it is true, like the innovation of the Grand Lodge of Berlin, exclude all
who are not at least nominally Christians; but it does that which, in our
view of the case, is not less irregular. While it admits the Jew, the Ma-
homedan, and the reviler of Christ and his religion, it rejects a large

* This work was originally published in 1324. Atthe October session of the Grand Lodge
of Tennessee, in 1823, the manuscript having been previously examined by a committee, it
was approved and recommended “ to the patronage of the Craft.”

t Noachidz, or sons of Noah, the first name of Masons. Calcott.
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denomination of Christians for what we suppose must be considered their
ultra-Christianity,—not because their belief in Christ is insufficient, but
that they believe too much, in assuming that the sufferings and death of
the Great Head of the Christian Church, were a sufficient atonement for
the sins of the world, and that through his blood was wrought a redemption
from future punishment for all mankind. It leaves the broad question of
Christianity, and runs into the dogmata of sectarianism. It is not suffi-
cient that the candidate believes in Christ and his Father. He must be-
lieve in certain prescribed doctrinal ¢ MopEs and Foems.” This is not
Freemasonry. There is no regulation in her code, by which her disciples
are required to believe either in disciplinarian or eternal punishment.
She does not stop to inquire whether the sins of the body are to
be atoned for in this or a future world. This and all like questions, tend-
ing to produce the odium theologicum, she leaves to other hands. She is
content to require that the candidate for her honors, shall be a man free
by birth, of mature and discreet age, of good report, with sufficient natural
endowments, and some visible way of acquiring an honest livelihood.*
These, with the solemn declaration, that, unbiased by friends, and uninflu-
enced by unworthy motives, he freely and voluntarily offers himself a
candidate for her mysteries—that he is solely prompted by a favorable
opinion conceived of the Institution,—a desire of knowledge, a sincere
wish to be serviceable to his fellow creatures, and that he will cheerfully
conform to the ancient established usages and customs of the society,t
together with an acknowledgment of his belief in pEITY, are the only pre-
requisites demanded or authorised by the Constitutions. Any addition to
these would be an innovation, which it would be difficult to reconcile with
the established declaration, which the Master of every Lodge is required
to make, that he does not * admit it to be in the power of any man or
body of men, to make innovations in the body of Masonry.”}

For the information of such of our readers as may not have the Con- '
stitutions at hand, we give below the entire article concerning the reli-
gious qualifications of candidates. We copy from the Constitutions of
the present Grand Lodge of England, regarding them as the best author-
ity to which we can refer, in any case touching the established usages and
customs of the Craft. The phraseology differs in some degree from the
version given in Harris’s compilation, and in the Ahiman Rezon, but the
sentiment is literally the same :

“‘ CONCERNING GOD AND RELIGION.

¢« A Mason is obliged, by his tenure, to obey the moral law ; and if he
rightly understand the art he will never be a stupid atheist nor an irreli-

* Book of Constitutions, art. Prerequisites. t Ibid. art. Candidate. 3 Ibid. art. Installa-
tion of a Master.
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gious libertine. He, of all men, should best understand that Gobp seeth
not as man seeth; for man looketh at the outward appearance, but God
looketh to the heart. A Mason is, therefore, particularly bound never
to act against the dictates of his conscience. Let a man’s RELIGION
or mode of worship be what it may, BE 1S NOT EXCLUDED from the Order,
PROVIDED HE BELIEVE IN THE GLORIOUS ARCHITECT OF HEAVEN AND EARTH,
AND PRACTISE THE SACRED DUTIES OF MORALITY. Masons unite with the
virtuous of every persuasion in the firm and pleasing bond of fraternal
love ; they are taught to view the errors of mankind with compassion, and
to strive, by the purity of their own conduct, to demonstrate the superior
excellence of the faith they may possess. Thus Masonry is the centre
of union between good men and true, and the happy means of concil-
iating friendship amongst those who must otherwise have remained at a
perpetual distance.”

The ¢ DEecLaBATION oF THE FREEMAsONs or BostoN AND ViciNiTY,”
written by the editor of this Magazine, and first published by the Brethren
of this city, in 1831, advances the following positions :

* Masonry disdains the making of proselytes. She opens the portals of
her asylum to those only, who seek admission, with the recommendation
of a character unspotted by immorality and vice. She simply requires of
the candidate, his assent to one great fundamental religious truth—THE
EXISTENCE AND PROVIDENCE OF Gob; and a practical acknowledgment of
those infallible doctrines for the government of life, which are written by
the finger of God, on the heart of man.”

The document from which this extract is made, was successively ap-
proved and adopted by thé Grand Lodges of Rhode Island and Connec-
ticut. The number of Brethren who signed it in the three States, includ-
ing Massachusetts, amounted to about five thousand. We state the fact
as indicating the views of the Fraternity in this section of the country, in
relation to the point on which we have been commenting. We could mul-
tiply authorities, were it necessary. Our acquaintance with Masonic
literature does not furnish us with a single author, whose opinions on the
matter in question, differ from our own. The question is one which may
very properly come up for cousideration before the Convention of Grand
Lecturers, to assemble at Baltimore in May next. In the mean time the
Grand Lodges will have an opportunity to instruct their delegates on the
subject, should that course be thought advisable. In a matter of so much
importance,—affecting not merely the essential interests, but the land-
marks of the Institution,—it is desirable that there should be a correct
understanding and uniformity of practice in the country.
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FREEMASONRY.—A POEM.

BY A BROTHER.

When “ Wispom, Strexarn and BEavuTy” raised
A Temple to our Lord,
Wherein his holy name was praised,
And piously adored ;
Our ancient Brethren closer drew
Those cords of love divine,
Which bound the hearts of Masons true,
Since “ LigHT" began to shine.

Frrexmasonzy bath since that time
Her virtues widely spread—
Through every land—through every clims,
A morAL LIGHT hath shed.
To us in all their purity
Her principles descend,
In her we find security,
In her a faithful friend.

As then, 80 now, “ geLizr and TRUTH"
Are practised without art,

And we each other’s sorrow soothe,
In singlecess of heart;

And still do we most highly prize
Each mystic worp and sia~

Given by Solomon the wise,
To mark the art divine.

The “ THaEE GREAT LIGHTS” of Masoas still
Their radiance shed around,

To guide us to those truths, which will
In Masonry be found.

Our “ Fartu” by* Hory VoLumx” ruled,
Our actions by the “ squask,”

Unaruly will by ¢ compass” school'd,
These symbols still we bear.

And still may “ LEver and pPLUMB-RULE,”
Their moral truths convey,

May “ TeMPERANCE” our passions cool,
Aund “ Prupesce” guard our way ;

May “ ForTiTUDE,” in danger’s hour,
Our sinking spirits nerve,

May Masons, though possess’d of power,
From “ JusTicx’ never swerve.

May “ Fartu” in God, and * Horx" in Him,
With “ CaariTy” to all,
Still give to Masons power to win
Those joys that cannot pall.
On “ Wispom” may our Lodge be horne,
May “ STRENGTH” her walls uprear,
Secure that * Beavry” will adorn,
Whilst virtue ’s practised here.

- —— - —




THE HARLEIAN MSS. 39

THE HARLEIAN MSS.

Tae original® of the following curious Masonic paper, is on file among the man-
uscripts in the British Museum, at London. The copy here given, was made by Br.
Henry PriLLips, P. M. of Moira Lodge, London, and was never before published
in this country. It is of a similar character with the “ Bodlein MS.” to which
the learned Locke attached his cclebrated notes. There is still another of the
same class, in the above Museum, called the *Lansdown MS.,” which has never
been published. We shall endeavor to obtain a copy for publication in the
Magazine. The notes to the following are by Br. Phillips:

HARLEIAN Ms8. vorL. 1942, (1)

(2)% The Almighty Father of heaven, with the wisdom of the glorious Son,
through the goodness of the Holy Ghost, 3 persons in One Godheag, be with our
beginning, and give us grace so to govern our lives, that we may come to his
bliss that never shall have end. Amen.

“Good Brethren and fellows, our purpose is to tell you how and in what man-
ner this Craft of Masonry was first begun, and afterwards how it was found by
worthy Kings and Princes, and many other ways, hurtful to none; and to them
that be here present, we will declare what doth belong to every freemason to keep
and for in good faith, if you take heed thereunto, it is worthy to be kept, being
out of the 7 liberal Sciences, which are these that followeth.

% 1st. Grammar, that teacheth a man to speak truly and write truly.

“ 2d. Rhetoric, that teacheth a man to speak fair and in subtil forms.

“3dly. Logic, that teacheth a man to discern truth from falsehond.

“4thly. Arithmetic, that teacheth to accompt and reckon all manner of numbers.

“35thly. Geometry, that teacheth the met and measure of any thing, and from
thence comes Masonry.

6thly. Music, that teacheth song voice.

7thly. Astronomy, that teacheth to know the course of the Sun, and Moon, and
other ornaments of heaven.

“ Note, I pray you, that those are joined under Geometry, for it teacheth met
and measure, ponderation and weight of every thing in and upon the face of the
whole Earth, for you know every Craftsman works by measure, he or she that
buyeth or selleth, it is by weight or measure; husbandmen, navigators, and
painters, all of them use Geometry, for whether Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic, or
any other of the said Sciences can subsist without Geometry, ergo, most worthy,
landable, and honorable.

“If you ask me how this Science was first invented, my answer is this: that
before the general deluge, which was commonly called Noah’s flood, there was a
man called Lemeck, as you may read in the 4th of Genises, who had 2 wives,
the one called Adah, the other Zillah ; by Adah he begat 2 sons, Jabell and Ju-
bal; by Zillah he had a son called Tubal and a daughter called Naahmiah ;
these I Children found the beginning of all the Crafts in the world. Jabell found
out Geometry, and had divided flocks of sheep and lands; he first built a house
of stone and timber: Juball found ont Music, Tuball found out the smith’s trading
or craft, also of Gold, Silver, Copper, Iron, and Steel! Naahmah found out the
craft of weaving: and these children knew that God would take Vengeance for
Sin, either by fire or water; wherefore they did write these Sciences that they
had found in two pillars of Stone, that they might be found after that God had
taken Vengeance; the one was of Marble,(3) and would not burn, the other was
Latres,(4) and would not drown in water, so that the one would be preserved
and not.consumed, if God would that any people should live upon the earth.

* Or rather the copy from which this is taken, for the original is prol ably losat.
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1t resteth now to tell you where these Stones were found ; whereon the said
Sciences were written. After the said Deluge, it pleased God that the great
Hermaxmes,(5) whose Son Lucium was, who was the Son of S8em, who was the
Son of Noah; the said Hermaxines, who was afterwards called Hermes, the
father of wise men, had one of the 2 pillars of Stone, he found these Sciences
written thereon, he taught them to other men; at the Tower of Babel, Masonry
was much ade on, for the King of Babylon, who was Memorth,(6) was a Mason,
and loved the Sciences; and wﬁen the City of Ninevah, and other Cities of the
East, should be builded, Memorth sent thither threescore Masons, at the desire(7)
of the King of Ninevah, and when they went forth he gave them charge after this
manner :—

“That they should be true one to another, that he might have worship by them
in sending them to his cozen the king; he also gave them charge concerning
their Science, and then was it that any Mason bad charge of his Science ; also
Abraham(8) and Sarah went into Egypt, and taught the Egyptians the seven liberal
sciences, and he had an ingenious scholar called Euclides,(9) who presently learned
the snid liberal sciences ; it happened in his days the Lords and States of the
Realm had got many sons unlawfully begotten by other mens’ wives and ladies,
that the land was burthened with them, having small means to maintain them
with all, the King understanding thereof, caused a parliament to be called and
summoned for redress, but being numberless that no good could be done with
them, he caused proclamation to be made throughout the Realms, that if any man
would devise any course how to maintain them, to inform the King, and he should
be well rewarded; whereupon Euclides came to the King, and said thus: ‘My
noble Sovereign, if I may have order and government of these Lords’ Sons, I will
teach them the seven liberal Sciences, whereby they may live honestly, like Gen-
tlemen, provided that you will grant me power over them by virtue of your Com-
mission;’ which was easily afforded. And the Master Euclid gave them these
following admenitions:

“1st. To be true to the King.

“2d. To the Master they serve.

“3dly. To be true one to another.

“4thly. Not to niscall one another, as knave or such like.

“5thly. To do their work duly, that they may deserve their wages at their
Master's hands.

“ gthly, To ordain the wisest of them Master and their Lord, and Master of his
work.

“7thly. To have such reasonable wages that the workmen may live honestly
with credit.

“8thly. To come and assemble once a-year to take counsel in their Craft, how
they may work best to serve their Lord and Master for his profit and their own
credit, and to correct such as have offended.

“ Note, that Masonry was heretofore termed Geometry, and since then the peo-
ple of Israel came to the land of Behess, which is now called Emens, in the
country of Jerusalem; King David began a Temple, which is now called the
Temple of the Liord, or the Temple of Jerusalem, and King David(10) loved Masons
well, and cherished them, and gave them good payment, and did give them a
charge, as Euclides had given them before in Egypt, and further as hereafter fol-
lows. And after the death of King David, Solomon his son finished the Temple
which his father began ; hee sent for Masons of divers Lands, to the number of
fower and twenty thousand - * ¢ % ®* ® gand nominated masters and
governors of the work; and there was another King of another Religion and
Country, called Haram, who loved well King Solomon, and hee gave him timber
for his work ; and hee was chiefe master of all his Masons, of carved work and
all other theire work of Masonry that belongeth to the Temple, as appeareth by
the Bible in libro Reguin, cap. ito.; and King Solomon confirmed all things con-
cerning Masons, that David his father had given in Charge; and these Masons
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did travell divers Countrys, some to sugment their knowledge in the said art, and
to instruct others. And it happened that a curions Mason, called Memon Grerus,(11
that had been at the building of Solomon’s Temple, came into France an
taught the Science of Masonry to the French men; and there was a King of
France, named Carolus Morter{ 12) whoe served greatly Masonry, which sent for this
said Memon Grerus, and learned of him the sayd Science, and became of the
fraternity ; thereupon hee began greate works, and liberally did pay his workmen,
and confirmed them a large charter, and was yearly present at their assembly,
which was a great honour and encou ntto them, and thus came the Science
into France ; Masonry was unknownin %ngland untill St. Albans(13) came thither,
whoe instructed therﬁing in the said Science of Masonry, as alsoe in Divinity, -
who was a Pagan; hee walled the town called St. Albans, hee became in favour
with the King, insomuch that he was knighted, and made the King’s chief Stew-
ard, and the Realm was governed by him under the King, and he greatly cherish-
ed and loved Masounry, and truly gnid them their wages weekly, which was 3
shillings and 6 pence weeke, hee purchased them a large charter from the
King, to hold a general Assembly and counsell Xearly: he made many Masons,
and gave them such a charge as is hereafter declared; it happened presently
after the martirdom of SL. Alban, who is truly termed England’s proto-martyr, that
acertain King invaded the land, and destroyed most Sm of the natives with fire
and sword, that the Science of Masonry was much decayed untill the Reign of
King Athelstone,(14) which some writ Adlestone ; who brought the land to peace
and rest from the insulting Danes; hee begm to build many Abbyes, Monas-
t?es, and other religious houses, as alsoe Castles, and other tresses for defence
of his Realmes ; hee lJoved Masons more than his father; hee greatly studyed
Geometry, and sent into many lands for men expert in the Science; hee gave
them a very large charter, to hold a yearely Assembly to correct offenders in the
said Science; and the King himself caused a general Assembly of all Masons in
the Realme at York, and there made many Masons, and gave them a deepe char,
for ohservation of such articles as belong to Masoury, and delivered them the
said Charter to keepe, and when his Assembly was ered together hee caused
a Cry to be made, &it if any Mason of them had a writing that did concerne
Masonry, or could informe the King in anything or wmatter that was wanting in
the said Science already delivered, that they or hee should deliver them to the
King or write them to him; and there were some in French, some in Greeke,
some in English, and other Languages ; whereupon the King caused a Book to
be made, which declared how the Science was first invented, and the utility
thereof, which book he commanded to be read and plainly declared when a man
was to be made Mason, that he might fully understand what Articles, Rules, and
Orders, he was obliged to observe, and from that time untill this day Masonry
hath been much respected and preserved, and divers new articles hath been
added to the sayd charge, by good advise and consent of the best Masons and
fellowes. .

“Tunc unus ex senioribus teneat librum illi qui inquirandu reddat et ponat
manum libro vel super librum, dum Articulum et precepta sibi legantur(15)

Say thus by the way of exhortation, my loving and respectful friends and
brethren, I humbly beseech you, as you love your soul’s eternal welfare, your own
credit, and your Countrye’s be very carefull in observation of these Articles
that I am about to read to this Depont.; for you are obliged to perform them as
whell as hee, soe hopeing of your care herein I will (by God’s grace) begin the
charge.

“] am to admonish you to honour God and his holy Church; that you use no
heresie or error in your understanding, or discredit men teaching.

NOTE [Erretum.—We have to that the reader will make the following oofrection in the preceding page (40) —

» the 4th lise from the bettom, after the words, ‘ and he gave him timber for his work,’ the following e nu&-ully omit-
ted: *and he had a 0noe anon, aad hes was master of .' The s'nience should read: ‘snd there was another
Kh‘:l another Religion aad Country, called Haram, who loved well King $olomou, aod he gave him timber for hls work :
8aq be had a sonne anca, and he was master of Geometry.’ Re.

6
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%2dly. I am to admonish yon to be true to our Sovereign Lord the King, cowm-
mitting noe treason, misprision of treason, or felony, and if any one shall com-
mit treason, that you know of, you shall give notice to his Majestie, his privy
counsellors, or some other that have coinmission to enquire thereof.

“3dly. You shall be true to your fellowes and brethren of the Science of Ma-
sonry, and doe to them as you would be done unto.

“4thly. You shall secure and keep secret the obscure and intricate parts of the
Sciences, not disclosing them to any but such as study and use the same.

“5thly. You shall doe youre work truly and faithfully, endeavouring the proffit
and advantage of him that is owner of the sayd work.

“6thly. You shall call Masons fellows or Lrethren, without the addition of
knave, or any other bad language.

%7thly. You shall not take youre neighbour’s wife villanously, nor his daunghter,
nor his mayd, to use ungodlily.

“8thly. You shall not carnally lye with any woman belonging to the house
wherein you are at table.

“9thly. You shall truly pay for your meate and drink where you are at table.

“ 10thly. You shall not undertake any man’s work knowing yourselves unable
and unexpert to perform and effect the same.

“That no aspersion or discredit be imputed to the Science, or the lord or owner
of the same work be any ways prejudiced.

%11thly. You shall not take any work to doe at any excessive and unreasona-
ble rates, or deceive the owner thereof, but soe as hee may be truly and faithfully
served with his own goods.

“12thly. You shall not supplant any of your fellows of their work (that is to
say,) if hee or they, or any of them, have taken any work upon him or them, or he
or they stand masters of any Lord's or owner’s work, that you shall not put him or
them out of or from the sayd work, although yau perceive him or they unable to
finish the sayd work.

“14thly. That yon shall not take any apprentice to serve you in the sayd
Science of Masonry under the term of seven years, nor any but such as are de-
scended from good and honest parentage, that noe scandall may be imputed to
the Science ot Masonry.

“15thly. You shall not take upon you to make any one a Mason without the
privity and consent of five or six of your fellowes, and none but such a one that
18 free borne, and whase parents live in good fame and name, and hath his right

* and perfect limbs, and personall of body, to attend the sayd Science.

¢« 16thly. You shall not pay any of your fellowes any more money than hee or
they have deserved, that yon bee not deceived by false or slight working, and the
owner thereof be much wronged.

“]7thly. You shall not slander any of your fellows behind their back to im-
pair temnporall estate or good name.

“ 18thly. You shall not without urgent cause answer your fellow doggedly or
ungodlily, but as becometh a loving brother of the same Science.

“19thly. You shall duly reverence your fellow, that the bond of charity and
mutual love may continue steadfast and stable amongst you.

“20thly. You shall not (except in Xmas time) use any unlawful games, as
cards, dice, &c.

“21stly. You shall not frequent any houses of Bawdry, or bee a pawnder to
any of your fellowes or others, which will be a greate scandall to the Science;
you shall not go out to drink by night, or if occasion doe happen that you must
goe, you shall not stay till past 8 of the clock, having some ofp your fellowes, or
one at least, to beare you witness of the honest place you were in, and your good
behaviour, to avoid scandall.

«2dly. Youshall come to the yearly assembly, if you know where it is, being
within ten miles of the place of youre aboide, submitting yourself to your fel-
Jowes wherein you have erred, to make satisfaction, or to defend, by order of the
King's laws,
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“23dly. You shall not make any mould square, or rule, to mould stones withall,
but such as is allowed by the fraternity.

“24thly. You shall set Strangers at work, having employment for them at
least a fortnight, and truly pay them their wages ; and if you want work for them,
mahall relieve them with money, to defray their reasonable charges to the next

“

e.

gSthly. You shall truly attend your work, and truly end the same, whether it
be task or Journey work, if you may have your wages and payment truly, accord-
ing to the bargain made with the master or owner thereof.

“These articles and charges which I have rehearsed to you, you shall well and
truly observe and keepe, to your power, soe helpe you God and the contents of
this booke.

“THE NEW ARTICLES.

“26thly, Noe person (of what degree soever) be accepted a Freemason, unless
he shall have a lodge of 5 freemasons, at least, whereof one to be a Master, or
Warden of that limit or division wherein such Lodge shall be kept, and another
of the trade of Freemasonry.

“27thly. That noe person shall be accepted a Freemason, but such as are of
alﬂedbody, houest parentage, good reputation, and observers of the Laws of the

nd.

“28thly. That noe person hereafter he ac¢epted a Freemason, nor shall be ad-
mitted into any Lodge or assembly until he hath brought a Certificate of the time
of acceptation, from the Lodge that accepted hiwn, unto the master of that Limit
and Division where such Lodge was kept; which sayd Master shall eoroll the
same in parchment, in a roll to be kept for that purpose, to give an account of all
such acceptations at every genernl Assembly.

“20thly. That every person who now is a lv“reemason shall bring to the Master a
note of the time of his acception, to the end the same may be enrolled in such
priority of place of the person shall deserve, and to this end the whole Company
and fellows may the better know each other.

“30thly. That for the future, the sayd Society, Company, and fraternity of
Freemasons shall be regulated and governed by one Master, and Assembly and
\‘;Vardegi as the said Company shall think fit to choose at every yearly general

ssembly.

. %3lstly. That noe person shall be accepted a Freemason, or know the Secrets
cl)f the sayd Society, untill he hath first tu'l,(en the oath of secrecy hereafter fol-
owing :

“1, A. B., Doe, in the presence of Almighty God, and my fellows and Brethren
here present, promise and declare, that I will not at any time hereafter, by any
Art, or Circumstance whatsoever, directly or indirectly publish, discover, reveall,
or make knowne any of the Secrets, privileges, or Counsels of the Fraternity or
fellowship of Freemasonry, which at this time, or any time hereafter shall be
made known unto me; soe helpe me God and the holy contents of this book.”

NOTES.

1 That there may be found some discr2pancies in this manuscript, is not to be wondered at,
when it is considered that this was a copy of copies, which we know were very likely to de-
generate from the original, as copy succeeded copy. The original compilation was made in
the tenth century, during the reign of King Athelstone, by order of his brother Edwin, who
was Master of the Craflt.

2 As practical Masonry was combined with speculative, at a very early period, especially
in the erection of monasteries, churches, and cathedrals, when Christianity first dispelled
the darkness of Paganism in England, we cannot wounder that one of the peculiar tenets
of this religion should be introduced in the opening prayer. In the MS. from the Lansdown
Collection, the words are—* The might of the Father of the Heavens, the wisdom of the
Glorious Son, and the goodness of the Holy Gost, three persons and one God, be with us
now anl ever. Amen.”
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8 The Marble alluded to was most probably the red granite.

4 What the literal meaning of this word is, I cannot discover ; no doubt it had allusioa to
some floating substance.

6 This was the Egyptian * Thoth,” called by the Greeks * Hermes.” There are diversi-
ties of opinion as to his descent from Shem, Ham, or Japheth. From Sanchoniatho’s Phoe-
nician History, I should lade that Taantes was the son of Mison (the Mizraim of
Mosco,) who was the son of Ham, and founder of the Egyptian kingdom. From the same
work, as translated from Eusehius, by Bishop Cumberland, we read, * from Sydyc came the
Dioscuri, or Cabiri, or Coryb , or Samoth ” This Sydyc, Bishop Cumberland very
reasonably argues, could be no other then Shem, the * Melchizedeck” of Scriptures, who
blessed Abraham in the name of the true God. The (‘abiri first consisted of *‘ the seven
sons of Sydyc and their eighth brother, Aselepius,” and their duty was to keep records of the,
world, as commanded by “ Taautus.” From the same history we learn, that the Cabiri first
invented a complete ship, * and being out over against Mount Cassius, there consecrated a
temple.” Bryant, in his Mythology, treating of the Coryhantes and others, says, *‘ of these
priests the principal were the Cabiri, whose office and rites were esteemed particularly sa-
cred and of great antiquity. They were the same as the Curetes, Corybantes, Telchines,
and the Idei dactyle of Crete.” And of Sydye, he says, “all science and every useful art
was attributed to him ; and through his sons they were transmitted to posterity.”*

6 Nimrod, the grandson of Ham, was the founder of Babylon.

7 Asshur, the son of Shem, built the city of Ninevah; he was called Ninus by the ancients
and was deifled as the Jupiter of the Assyrians.

8 Abraham traversed nearly the whole of the then inhabited globe, with a retinue of ser-
vants, not to subdue men by warfare, but to reclaim them by his eloquence and example from
their idolatrous ways. It is said, “that the ancient Persians, the Hindoos, the Jews, the
Lacedeinonians, and the Arabians, have at various times united in celebrating his name, and
declaring that their religion in its purity was the religion of Abraham."*

9 This is clearly a mistake in making Euclid contemporary with Abraham. There were
two eminent men called Euclid, the one was horn in Migara, and was a great philosopher
he was a disciple of Socrates, and flourished alout 400 years B. C. This was he who shelt-
ered Plato from the Athenian governors in his house at Migara. The Euclid alluded to in
this MS., was the celebrated mathematician, born at Alexandrina, in Egypt, where he flour-
ished in the reign of Plolsmy Lagos, ahcut 280 years B. C. There is evidently an omission
of the name of Pythagoras in this as well as the Lansdown MS. His name is prominently
mentioned in the Bodlein MS., on which Locke made his commentaries, as published in Pres«
ten’s Illustrations of Masonry. To him is ascribed the discovery of the 47th problem in the
Book of Euclid, Pythagoras was born about 590 years B. C. He travelled into every coun-
try where a spark of knowledge was to be procured ; he settled at Croton, where he estab-
lished a school to disseminate the treasures of wisdom, with which he had stored his mind.
 He gave his scholars the rules of the Egyptian priests, and made them pass through the
susterities which he himself had endured. He at first enjoined them to five years silence in
the school, during which they were only to hear; after which leave was given them to start
questions and to propose doubts, under the caution, however, to say ‘not a little in many
words, but much in a few.’ Having gone through their probation they were obliged, before,
they were admitted, to bring all their fortune into the common stock, which was managed by
persons chosea on purpose, and called (Economists, and the whole community had all things
in common."’— Lempriere.

Pythagoras chiefly used the Symbolical style of Instruction, which he thought very proper
to inculcate the greatest and most important truths.

10 This was nearly 800 years before the time of Euclid, aud 400 years before Pythagorus.

11 In the time of Solomon, France was not known by that appellation, the country wus then
inhabited by Gomerians or Celts. In the Lansdown MS. this is written, “ namas Grecius,”

¢ Bryast’s Anslysis of the Ancient Mythology, ol lii. p, 841,
$Beomote in Apmstrong’s Bidle.
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but to whom it refers I cannotdiscover, unless it be intended fot " nonus Grecius,” who was
a Greek writer in the fifth century, and wrote an account of the embassy he had under-
taken to Xthiopia, among the Saracens and other eastern nations. He is also known by
his Dionysiaca, a poem, which in its division into 48 books, containing 21,293 verses, com-
prehended a most wonderful collection of beathen mythology and erudition; and what
strengthens my opinion that this is the person referred to, is, that he wrote a paraphrase on
8St. Joha.

12 This Carolus Morter must refer to Charles Martel, who exercisel all the powers of sov-
ersignty in France, and died in the year 741. He is said to have signalised his courage and
ability by splendid victories in the plains of Poictiers, he defealed a numerous army of Sara-
cens invading France and Spain, and thus probably saved Europe from being overrun by
these fierce infidels.

138t. Albans was beheaded A. D. 303, consequently flourished in England four centuries
previous to Charles Martel in France. During the time of St. Alhdns architecture and build-
ing were very much encouraged.

14 Athelstone built a palace at Reculver, in Kent, he married Beda, the daughter of the
King of Paris, who was a Christian, and was permitted by him to worship in St. Martin's
church, Canterbury, which was the first Christian church in England, and is still in existence.
Athelstone was converted to Christianity by the aid of his wife (Beda) and St. Augustine,
the monk. Most of the cathedrals, early Christian churches, and monasteries were erected
by the Fraternity of Freemasons.

16 This whea corrected, may be thus rendered : * Then let one of the Elders take the book
and let him render it to him who is inquiring, and let him place his hand in or updn the
book whilst the articles and precepts may be read.”

THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.:

A MABSONIC ANECDOTE.

The following anecdote was related by a Brother, who, although little versed
in the details of our working, was, as may readily be felt, awfully impressed by
the circumstances he narrated. We shall endeavor to gite, as nearly as we can,
his own words.

“You are aware (he said) that I have been a truant member, and I am free to
say, that I was not altogether free from scepticism on the subject of Masonry. I
had listened occasionally to the very pleasing addresses of some of the B n,
bat at the time, I lookedy on them as conventional means to ensure a goodly fel-
lowship, and perhaps thought those addresses gave to the speakers too much

wer over those who were not equally gifted. e must all be taught our moral
reouon in life. I acknowledge my error—at the time I committed it, I was une-
qual to my task, and could not then learn it from the lips of others.

“ My dear wife’s mother had long been ill, and at Jength her recovery was des-
pared of; yet her medical attendant was in hopes that her native air might effect
some salutary change; at much inconvenience (for I am but a tradesman,) after
writing to a friend to prepare a suitable lodging ready, I accompanied my relative.
Our dear invalid was very patient, and, as I believe is often the case with con-
sumptive persons, gathering hope from the expected chlnge, took leave of her
daughter in better spirits than usual; even the prospect of a day’s journey did
not distress her. Besides herself, there were as fellow-passengers in the coach,
two females of the Society of Friends, usually termed Quakers, who most cheer-
fully undertook to render any attention in their power ; they kept their word with
all Christian charity, as I shall soon prove. I might have taken the fourth place,
bat the kind friends advised me to ride outside, as it would give my mother-in-
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law more room, and the three could occasionally change seats with less incon-
venience.

“ At every change I got down and inquired how my relative bore the journey,
and when it was nearly half over, she whispered me that she really was easier,
although she could not help thinking she should never return to London. She
took a little refreshment without leaving the coach.
~ “ About an hour after this, on stopping to change horses on the road, at a lar
tabling, without a house, I approached the door, when the elder ¢ friend’ beck-
oned me cautiously, and opening the door she said, ¢ Friend,’ this life is wearisome,
and it is well to be at rest; thy relative, whom as. thou didst probably expect
wouldst soon part from thee, is alas! departed’ The soft expression of those
few words, conveyed the awful truth like the whisper of a seraph. I never felt
as [ theri did ; but looking at the dear object, I observed that all the care necessary
had been bestowed with the most affectionate tenderness; in her last moments
she had not been deserted—the younger friend sat by her, a handkerchief had
been put over her face ; the figure appeared to be sleeping.

“ A few words sufficed to explain, that throughont the day she had graduslly
felt a most distressing weakness oppressing her; and that at length the indica-
tions of the last hour were two clear to be mistaken ; the two friends exchanged
their thoughts without a word—and performed the last offices for the dead.

% On the counsel of the two * friends’ it was agreed to wait until the arrival at
the next town, before the distressing intelligence should be developed. I was of
course most anxious to take my seat inside ; but no, the same delicacy of feelinﬁ
Erevented this, to me, obligatory duty—*She is of our sex, friend, and we woul

e alone’ Was not this truly sisterly ?

“ But what a contrast on reaching the next stage! On my stating the fact to
the coachman and passengers, I found in the one, vexation it is true, but no feel-
ing ; in the others, a sign of more horror than sympathy. The landlord, at whose
house the coach stopped, was alarmed at the idea of the body being taken in,as e
coroner’s inquest must be held, and the custom of his house would for the time be
affected ; and, besides, so much inconvenience would follow. One person sug-
gest that the remains of my dear relative should be taken to this place, and
others elsewhere, and so forth. Her protectors inside the coach would not quit her,
until they were satisfied with the steps about to be taken. I tried to reason with
the landlord ; I asked, I implored of several to permit me to have a temporary
lodging for the dead. I asked as a son for his mother—all were dumb, or denied
my prayer. Providence, however, brought me aid ; a respectable gentleman, see-
ing the crowd, came up just as I was uttering words to the effect, that I wished
the kindness of those females in the coach could be but felt by others; they had
acted as sister to sister, while I could find none to act by me in distress, as ¢ broth-
er to brother)—* Say not so,’ cried the gentleman, ‘let me know how l can serve
you! The untoward secret of death was soon explained ; on the instant some of
those who had been dumb, spoke at his bidding, for he had on many occasions,
as the instrument of Providence, restored them from seeming death to renewed
health—he was the parish surgeon. To his house the remains of my mother-in-
law were conveyed, and I became his guest !

«] parted with the kind friends, with tears it is true, but those tears were not of
bitterness, but of thankfulness; they had made death appear unrepulsive—tbe
sweet society of woman never shone more holy—we parted. The painful inct-
dent of that day will never be forgotten.

“ My gratitude could not be expressed in terms equal to my feelings. The
kind friend who had thus stepped forward knew this ; his attention anticipated
every wish, and before we bid good night, he expressed his extreme thankful-
ness that he had been accidentally present. ¢Curiosity,” said he, ¢sometimes
leads me to saunter & few moments on the arrival of the London coach; thoughts
of days gone by float over my imagination; I have sometimes been of use to the
passengers, and my presence, [ often think, prevents some incivility. But the bit-
terness of your cry that none acted as brother should to brother, acted electrically
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upon my heart. I am a Freemason; there is no Lodge in this town; but often in

my thoughts have I desired to renew my obligations, and although you are not

one of us, he observed with a smile, ‘notwithstanding the occurrences of the

day, I am happy to have acted as I have done!” Before we spoke again we knew

each other as Brothers,
* L ] * . . * L ] ¢ .

“ It was arranged that on the morning I should return to London, before my
wife should hear from others of the awful visitation ; that in the mean time he
would make all due preparations for the funeral. On that day week we met at
the grave, and have since been Brothers. How often since have I dwelt upon
this eventful scene, and always have breathed a prayer of thankfulness that I
have been initiated into Freemasonry.”

Some five years have now passed since the above affecting incident.

London, Sept. 18—. Fipus.

MASONIC ANECDOTE.

In the summer of 1835, the Schooner Vigilant, CaJ:tain Berquin, from Dun-
kirk, arrived in Laewick harbor, with loss of sails and other damage. The cap-
tain procured an agent with whom he agreed for the necessary repairs, which
were soon effected, and the vessel declared ready for sea. A misunderstanding,
however, arose between the captain and agent on the charges incurred, which in
the sequel, proved to be excessive ; the captain threatened to sail without acknowl-
edging the account, unless corrected, whereon a meditatione fug® warrant was pro-
cured against him. I knew him to be a man incapable of acting dishonestly,
although a little acute with detection of certain mistakes, and was struck with
astonishment at seeing him marched off to prison and incarcerated beside a felon
convicted of theft and burglary. As the captain understood the English lan-
guage but very imperfectly, I proffered my service in his forlorn state. ~After the
burst of indignation which naturally followed, had subsided, he earnestly requested
that a Freemason might be sent to him. I was acquainted with several gentle-
men reputed to be of the Order, and to whom I made his case known. The
agent who procured the warrant, the judge who signed it, and the captain who
suffered by 1t, were all Freemasons; instant justice was rendered, and the captain
immediately liberated. I was so struck with the wondrous influence of the mys-
tic tie over the usual tardy operation of official regulations, that I eagerly seized
the opportunity to become a Freemason.—Irish Paper.

COMMENDATORY.

At the regular monthly meeting of Tipton Lodge, No. 33, held on the 17th
of September, 1842, at Logansport, Indiana, the following resolution was unani-
mously adopted :—

“ Resolved, That the members of Tipton Lodge, No. 33, highly approve of the
Faeemasons’ MonTeLY MaeazINE, edited by our worthy Brother, CHARLES W,
Moore, and we cheerfully recommend it to the Fraternity, wherever dispersed,
as a guide to our Masonic duties ; and the Secretary of this Lodge, is hereby di-
rected to subscribe for the Freemasons’ Monthly Magaziune, published in Boston,
Mass., to commence with the first number, and continue said subscription, per-
petually ; and the W. Master is hereby authorised to draw on the Treasurer for
the amount of the subscription, yearly in advance.

ISAAC BARTLETT, Secy.

“ Attest.
“ Logansport, Indiana, Sept. 17, A L.5842."
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THE WASHINGTON BIBLE.

We stated in our last, that at the celebration of the opening of the Croton Water
Works, in the city of New York, the Grand Lodge of that State, carried in the
procession, the identical Bible on which the Father of his country, the immortal
Washington, was sworn into office on his inauguration as President of the United
States. On thecover are printed in gold letters, the following words :

“ God shall establish.”
8t. John's Lodge, constituted
6157.

Burnt down the 8th of March,
5770.

Re-built and opened
5770.

Jonathan Hempton, M.
William Butler, S. W.
Isaac Hern, I. W.

On the inside, on one of the fly leaves, is the following :—

This

Sacred Volume.

................

On the 30th day of April, A. L. 6789,
In the City of New York,
Was administered to
Georae WASHINGTON,
The First President of the United States of
America,
THE OATH
To support the Constitution of the United States.
This im.portant ceremony was
Performed by the Most Worshipful Grand Master
of the State of New York,
The Honorable
Roseat B. LiviNesTon,
Chancellor of the State.
Fame stretched her wings, and with her trampet blew,
“ Great Washington is near,” what praise is due?
What title shall he have ? She paused—and said,
Not one—his name alone strikes every title dead.

The Bible, on the title page, bears this announcement :—
 Sold by Rich’d Ware, at the Bible and Sun,
On Ludgate Hill, London :
Printed by Mark Baskett, printer to the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, and by the assigns
of Robert Baskett,
MDCCLXVII®»
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MASONIC INTELLIGENCE. )

ENGLAND.

At a special meeting of the Grand Lodge, in April last, (the circular contain-
ing the proceedings of which is just received,) letters were read from Prince
Albert, (by G. E. Anson,) the Ducliess of Kent, (by G. Couper,) and from the
Grand Master, in answer to congratulatory addresses from the Grand Lodge, on
the ¢ event of the birth of an Heir to the throne.” The following is the Grand
Master’s reply :—

“M. W. Pro-Grand Master, R. W. Dep. G. Master, Grand Wardens, other
Officers and Members of the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Ac-
cepted Masons of England,— .

“The long and intimate connexion which has subsisted between the Grand
Master and the Brethren is always a source of happiness to me, upon which I
reflect with sentiments of the deepest gratitude.

“ Your congratulations upon the late fortunate event, which has so materially
contributed to the personal happiness of the Queen, my beloved niece, while, at
the same time, it has secured the stability of the throne and the tranquility of the
country, are most welcome to my heart. I trust, therefore, that you will be con-
vinced of the value which I set upon the friendly and Brotherly expressions con-
tained in your address.

“The length of time which unavoidably elapsed previous to presenting the
loyal Address of the Grand Lodge to her Majesty at the levee, as likewise my
continued indisposition, are the true causes for my not responding earlier to your
congratulations, and which I hope you will receive as my excuse for an apparent,
although unwilling, neglect on my part, as nothing can afford me greater pleasure
thaa to cherish and foster those Brotherly and friendly feelings which the princi-
ples inculcated by our Order, are calculated to implant in the breast of every true
and worthy Brother.

“May the Great Architect of the Universe protect all our labors and under-
takings, and cement that good understanding, which ought to subsist amongst all
the members of the Craft, is the earnest prayer of -

“ Your affectionate and grateful Brother,

“AUGUSTUSF,, G. M.
% Kensington Palace, 18th March, 1842.”

At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge in September last, H. R.
H. the Duke of Sussex, presided, supported by the Marquis of Salisbury, as D.
G. M., Lord Ingestrie and B. B. Cabbell, as Wardens, and other Grand officers.
The Grand Master moved, “that five hundred pounds, in aid of the “Girls’
School,” be appropriated as the nucleus of a ¢ building fund,” which resolution
was adopted. .

This School is represented as being in & very excellent condition. The chil-
dren are healthy and happy and are taught to conduct themselves with great pro-
priety. The Rev. H. O’Neill, the Curate, under date of June 9th, says—*1 have
examined sixteen young persons for confirmation for the last time, and cannot
avoid saying, that I never was more pleased with any young persons than
with them, their answering and attention being in every respect satisfactory.”
The following Table of the DieT furnished the children, may be interesting to
onr readers :

7
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g DINNER.

Sunday. . . . . . Roast beef, potatoes, or salad, with bread and table-beer.*
Monday. . . , . . Fruit or meat {mddin .
. . ... Legs and shoulders of mutton, with vegetables, and table-beer.

Wednesday. . . . Meat stewed with barley, rice, and bread.
Thursday. . .. Same as Sunday.

iday. .. ... Same as Tuesday.
Salurday. . . . . Same as ‘Wednesday.

Fruit pies, peas and beans, occasionally during the season ; also, plum puddings,
veal and bacon, salt and fresh fish occasionally. :

BREAKFAST,
N Bread and Milk.
SUPPER.

Bread and cheese, and bread and butter, alternately, table-beer. The best
table-beer is allowed, and porter when necessary. .

Those children employed in house-work have meat and tea every day during
such employment.

The “ Boys’ School,” for the maintenance, clothing, educating and apprenticing
the sons of distressed Freemasons, took its annual benefit at the Grecian Saloon,
London, on the 17th Aug. The piece selected for the occasion, was the Opers,
of the ¢ Elixir of Love.” The nett receipts were rising $350. The number of
boys at present in the schoo), is between seventyfive and eighty. It was estab-
lished in 1798, and with the Girls’ Schoo], constitutes two of the best Charities
in the world. : ‘ - :

SCOTLAND.

Graseow, GARTNAVEL, Juxe 1.—New Royal Lunatic Asylum.— Grand Pro-
cession and Ceremonial on Laying the Foundalion Stone. About eleven o'clock,
the different Masonic Lodges, arrayed in the distinguishing emblems of their
several Orders, with banners and devices, headed by bands of music, repaired to
their allotted districts, and under the efficient management of the city-marshel,
were speedily disposed in order of procession. Besides a fine body of police,
dressed in their new uniforms, a party of Enniskellen dragoons, and 66th foot,
also two pieces of artillery, assisted to form the procession, and added considers-
ble to the imposing effect of the whole.

In the Grand Lodge were observed Sir James Campbell, supported right and
left, by Sheriff Alison and Sir Neil Douglass, commander of the forces for Scot-
land. The ceremony was conducted with all the customary formalities. The
Grand Chaplain’s prayer was very impressive,and the addresses of Sir James
Campbell, Henry Dunlop, Esq., and others, were deservedly applauded. At the
conclusion of the ceremony, three cheers were given, and amidst the music of the
various bands, the procession returned to town. In the evening, a respectable
party of gentlemen sat down to dinuer in the Traders’ Hall. Sir James Camp-
bell, Lord Provost, in the chair, Henry Dunlop, Esq., Croupier. The Chairman
was supported right and left, by Sir Neil Douglass, Sir Alan Macnat, Colonel
Fleming, and other military officers. Principal Macfarlan, R. Findlay, Esq., Dr.
Hutchinson, &c. At the Croupier’s table were Dr. M’Leod, William Laurie,

* The English are;truly a beer-drinking people.
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Esq., Secretary of the Grand Lodge, William Dunn, Esq, Bailie Bogle, Con-
verner Dick,&c. &c. Principal Macfarlan and Dr. M’Leod, officiating as Chap-
lains.

This Institution is, we believe, the first that has been consecrated on the non-
restraint system, and most cordially do we wish it success.

Tue Ruragrroro MoNumMeNT.—On the 28th April last, the foundation of this
long talked of monument was laid by the Rev. Mr. Jeffry, of Girthon, assisted by
the Brethren of St. Steven’s Lodge, Gatehouse, and numerous respectable Crafts-
men from other quarters. As all felt the warmest interest on the occasion, it was
quite a gala day on the banks of the Fleet. It is at all times difficult to estimate
accurately the numbers of a crowd, not placed in military order; but it is sup-
posed that the assembled witnesses of the interesting ceremony could not be
much under five thousand. At two o’clock the procession moved from Gatehouse,
preceded by the magistrates and counsel, amf in their wake, the Trades, with
their réspective banners, in well regulated marching array. In rear of the lead-
ars, followed a compact body of Freemasons, dressed as Craftsmen, and many of
them covered with the insignia of office. Drums, fifes, and baqpipes, were not
wanting ; and last, though by no means least, Lady Ann Murray’s excellent in-
strumental band. The effect of so, many instruments, tuned to harmony, was
epirit stirring in the last degree; and as the intervening distance to Boreland
Hill, measures fully a mile, the procession had a highly imposing appearance.

Ina cuvitly of the foundation stone, securely inclosed in a glass bottle, were
deposited all the silver and copper coins of her present Majesty’s reign; the three
Dumfries journals of the week ; also London and Edinburgh, and Glasgow news-
ragers; an Edinburgh Almanack for the present year; a copy of a sermon, pub-

ished by Mr. Nicholson, Kirkcudbright, preached by Rutherford, on a sacramen-
tal ozcasion, in the parish of Anwo 6& April, 1637 ; with a vellum containing
the names of the subscribers to the monument, &c., &c. Mr. Ramage, of Bore-
land, carried a horn containing the corn; Mr. Muudell, a silver cup containing
the wine; and Mr. James Kirkpatrick, a similar vessel, containing the oil. The
foundation being adjusted according to the rules of the art, supposed to be as
ancient as Solomon’s temple, the Rev. Mr. Johnstone, one of the great departed’s
clerical successors in Apworth parish, stood upon the stone, and in that position
offered a most fervently impressive prayer, which was listened to by the multitude
in breathless sileace, and it is hoped with corresponding edification. The Rev.
Mr. Jeffry then stood forward and delivered a long, able, and animated address,
in the course of which he delineated forcibly the character of Rutherford--his
great learning, talents, and piety ; his unwearied exertions in upholding the purity
of the Presbyterian faith, with the sufferings he endured for conscience’s sake,
while discharging fearlessly the duties of the mission he had undertaken for the
advancement of the cause of his Heavenly Master. The Rev. Mr. Muir, of
Kirkmabreck, concluded the services of the day, by a prayer, alike pathetic and
adapted to the occasion ; and these duties completed, the people separated, and
retired in the same orderly manner in which they had advanced, to the summit of
the Boreland-hill.

The elevation of the Rutherford Monument is to be sixty feet, and as the site
is natorally very commanding, it will become a landmark to the whole surround-
ing neighborhood, to a large section of the lower division of Wigtownshire, and
no inconsiderable portion of the Isle of Man. The contractors are Messrs. J. &
J. Stewart, Gatehouse, and the obelisk is to be constructed of the best hewn
granite. The Rev. Samuel Rutherford, born 1600, was ordained miniser of
Anworth, 1627, became afterwards Professor of Divinity in the University of St.
Andrew’s, and died 1661. We sometimes hear of names that have not gathered
all their fame ; and it speaks volumes as to the life, writings, and ability of Ruth-
erford, that in his case there should have been so remarkable a local revival after
the lapse of nearly 200 years. .
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FRANCE.

Masouic matters in Paris are in a very satisfactory condition. The new Tem-
ple of the Grand Orient is progressing with commendable rapidity, and it is
thought may be ready for occupancy in the course of the present season. We
have heretofore noticed the re-union of the two Grand Lodges, the “Grand
Orient,” and the “ Rite Ecossais,” which took place on the 24th Dec. last. The
proceedings had on the occasion have been published. Those had in the Lodge
are of a business nature, and show a very proper attention to the mutual relations
and interests of the two bodies. But at the Banquet, all formality and restraint
were laid aside—the reins were given to the feelings, and they dashed off with
the ardor and enthusiasm peculiar to generous-hearted and well-bred French-
men. The two Grand Representatives embraced,—the example was immediately
followed by the Brethren, and the toast, “ Perpetual Friendship,” was responded
to by a spontaneous burst of enthusiastic acclamation. The two Grand Lodges
have not yet been merged in one, the arrangements not having been fully com-
pleted. This, however, will probably take place in a few months.

A Masonic brochure of some pretension, hds appeared in Paris, addressed to the
Brethren of the higher degrees, by N. C. D. ancien ven des TYyinosophes. The
author very properly declares the true Mason to be a Brother of the world. His
position is not limited to any country. He says, that without true love, conviction,
and truth, Masonry is & mere speculation. The Masonic legislation has two
grand land-marks :—“Not to do to another that which you would not wish him to
do to you.” “To do to others as you would wish them to do unto yourself.”

SWEDEN.

The King of Sweden, has sent to the Freemasons’ Lodge at Stockholm, the
four packets relative to Freemasonry, found in the chests of Gustavus III., which
were recently opened. An account of which follows :—'

Opening of the Chests bequeathed to the University of Upsala, by King Gustavus
IHI.—This event, expected with so much curiosity, during fifty years, by the pub-
lic in Sweden, and indeed in Europe, took place on the 28th of March. e
following will be found to be the most authentic account of the proceedings hith-
erto made known. At eleven o'clock, on the morning of the 20th, the commis-
sion, appointed for the purpose, consisting of the Vice Chancellor, Rector, and
Professors of the University of Upsala, together with M. Sarte, the Governor of
the Province, assembled in the Consistorium, and there opened a box, containing
the keys of the two chests ;.along with these were found the autograph instruc-
tions of King Gustavus, respecting his bequest, and which gave a general view of
the contents of the chests. These papers were found most of them sealed, and
with them the instructions that they must not be opened by any other than the
reigning King Gustavus’s family, (accordingly, they are likely to remain a long
time unopened, if these instructions are intended to be observed, the family of
Wasa, being now vagabonds upon the earth.) One of the two chests opened,
contained only a checked linen bag, with various unsealed papers aud letters;
among which were observed the King’s original sketch, for the opera of Gustaf
of Wasa, and the prologue in French. It would seem that the world has been
cheating itself, for the last fifty vears, with the expectation that, on the opening
of these chests, something would transpire as to the secret springs of the con-
spiracy by which Gustavus IIL lost his life. Side by side with this expectation,
a confused but very genera¥ report had sprung up, that a certain high personage,
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not content to wait half a century, had anticipated the stipulated time, and made
a judicious selection from the contents of the chests, prior to their being given
over to the custody of the University. The apparent result of the investigations
of the 20th ult,, has not st all diminished this report. On the contrary, it has
passed into belief, and those who, a week or two back, only doubted, are now sure
that the Duke of Sudermania, when regent, took care to abstract every thing
criminatory to himself, from among the papers in question. The spelling of some
of the instructions, is miserably bad ; auother proof, if more were needed, that a
man, not to say a king, may enjoy the reputation of a great author, without heing
two well acquainted with orthography. The only details entered into are the
titles of the several bundles, which consist of letters for the most part, papers of
diplomatists, projects submitted to the king, and documents connected with Free-
masonry. They are to be classed, bound, and deposited in the University.

We trust the Lodge at Stockholin will give the Masonic papers to the world.
We have a curiosity to see them, which, we presume, is shared equally by the
whole Fraternity.—Ep. Maa.

EAST INDIES.

The Lodges in this distant quarter of the world, continue to maintain their re-
spectable standing, and to exhibit a good degree of prosperity, notwithstanding
that the disastrous events which have recently befallen the British troops in
Affghanistan, have cut off many of the most talented and active of their mem-
bers. The Calcutta Lodges at the last dates, were doing a good business ; and it
was in contemplation to establish a new Lodge in the district of Ghazeepoor.
The officers of the Grand Lodge of Bengal will be found in their proper place.

WEST INDIES.

Barsapors.—Sir R. Bowcher Clarke, Knt. Chief Justice, is the present Pro-
vincial Grand Master for Barbadoes, under the Grand Lodge of England, having
been appointed in January last. A Grand Masonic Festival was held at Bridge-
town, in honor of the occasion ; at which time the Grand Officers were installed.
After which almost one hundred Brethren sat down to a sumptuous entertain-
ment. The Prov. Grand Master on proposing the toast of the evening, remarked
that—

“He felt sure he had only to name it to cause in ever{ one present the most
lively emotions of respect and gratitude—it was to the health of his Roly:lal High-
ness the Duke of Sussex, the Grand Master of England. On that day H. R. H.
had arrived at the honored age of three score (z,ears and ten; fortyfour of which
he had been a Brother, and nearly twentynine Grand Master of England ; having
been elected to that distinguished post on the resignation of his ﬁo al Brother,
the Prince Regent, in 1813. It was quite unnecessary for him, indeed he felt
himself quite unequal to the task of siweakin in anything like just terms of the
manner in which it was agreed by all, that his Royal Highness performed the
duties of his high office, having the most perfect knowledge of every degree and
order in Masonry, constantly bestowing unparalled attention on every thing con-
nected with the Craft; gifted with a mind equally ready to attend to its minutest
details, and peculiarly fitted to decide on its most important roceedinfs; and
having for so long a period presided over, and enjoyed the perfect confidence of
the wﬁole body, it was not to be wnndered at, that Masonry in England should
flourish and abound ; but it was not to England alone that the fostering care of
the Grand Master was extended. Well might Great Britain appropriate to her-
self the once proud boast of Spain, that “the sun never sets on her dominions ;"



b4 MASONIC INTELLIGENCE.

and there was scarcely a colony of these wide spread dominions in which there
did not exist a Lodge under the warrant of His Royal Highness, and enjoying
the benefit of his protective sway ; but what was perhaps more surprising, was
the knowledge which His Royal Highness had of the State of the Brotherhood
throughout the whole of his extensive rule, and of the truth of this fact the in-
terview with which he (the Provincial Grand Master) had been honored, when
last in England, by his Royal Highness, had most thoroughly convinced him; nor
could the Craft,he wassure, learn a more gratifying or encouraging circumstance.
To the continued health, long life, and happiness of this illustrious prince, he beg-
ged they would drink as the toast deserved.

The Vice-Chairman then begged pérmission to propose a toast, which being
granted from the chair, he roge, and spoke as follows :— )

“ Right Worshipful Sir, Brothers Senior and Junior Grand Wardens, and
Brothers generally ; the honor of filling this chair having devolved on me this
évening, [ have much pleasure in availing myself of the privilege allowed me to
offer a toast ; and I do wish that it had fallen to the lot of some other Brother,
more competent than I am, to discharge the pleasing duty, and to do that justice
to the toast which it so richly deserves. ]

“The toast which I now have the honor to propose’is, ¢ The health of the
Right Worshipful the Honorable Sir Bowcher Clarke, Knight, the Provincial
Grand Master of Freemasonry in Barbadoes.” And after hearing thus much, my
Brethren, I should hope that I need not press on you the necessity of filling a fair
bumper glass. '

« By Brethren, upon this interesting occasion, which has brought us together
this day, I find it is impossible for me to offer this toast without comment. I am
indeed sensible of the difficulty—the impossibility of sufficiently engaging your
attention, whilst I feebly endeavor to bring under your notice this pleasing, this
all important topic ; or of doing that justice to my toast which I am fully aware
it deserves at my hands.

1 feel myself totally unequal to entering on the individual merits of our es-
teemed Grand Master. I would, however, merely glance at his public life, and
hope that it may not be considered unconnected wiﬁm the occasion of our present
happy assemblage.

“Permit me, therefore, to say, that in all the public situations which Sir Bow-
cher Clarke has hitherto filled—and they are not few—his talents, his virtues, his
native worth, have ever shone conspicuous. The manner in which he has inva-
riably acquitted himself in them all, has not only secured for him the esteem and
donfidence of his countrymen, but it has also won for him the notice, the appro-
bation of his sovereign; for Her Majesty has been graciously pleased to bestow
on him gratifying marks of her favor, honorable as well as substantial.

“ But my Brethren, the high, the honorable, the influential office to which he
has been recently appointed, more particularly and closely endears and binds him
to us Masons. . .

« Appointed by His Royal Hifhneas the Duke of Sussex, the Most Worshipful
Grand Master of England, to rule over the Craft in this island, and as our Pro-
vincial Grand Master to govern us, we have this day experienced the inestima-
ble gratification of witnessing his installation, and we hail and cherish the event
as a favorable epoch in the annals of Freemasonry in this country. We counsider
it every way as an auspicious event for the Craft; one likely to rekindle and keep
alive that fervent zeal for Masonry, which has at former periods existed in Bar-
badoes, and which ought to exist in our institution; and we do earnestly hope,
that through his instrumentality, and under his benign auspices and imparti
government, we shall again see that zeal prevail amongst us.

“1 believe, my Brethren, that in giving vent to these sentiments, I do but freely
express the sensations, and utter thé feelings of the Brethren around me, and the
Craft generally. I should hope that there is but one feeling prevailing amongst
us at this moment, that of being proud and happy when we reflect that we have
such a gentleman as Sir Bowcher Clarke to rule over and govern us as Masons.
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“ And may the Grand Architect of the Universe 8o bless him with health and
strength of mind, that he may fulfil the duties of his high and important office
with firmness, with moderation, and with satisfaction to himself and the Brethren
under him; and that he may ever inculcate the genuine principles of Freemasonry,
and coustantly keep in view, by precept and example, that great land-mark of our
Institution, unanimity and Brotherly love.

“The Provincial Grand Master of Barbadoes,”"—(thundering applause.) Tune
“ Sweet Home.” C

The Provincial Grand Master arose and addressed the Brethren, that he felt
deeply sensible of the kind manner in which the last toast had been received ; he
sincerely thanked them for the hearty welcome they had given him io his assump-
tion of the office of Provincial Grand Master of ﬁarba. oes, and was truly grat-
ified at the numerous and respectable meeting which had assembled around him
that day, not only at the festive board to do honor to their Grand Master, but in
the Lodge also, to assist at his installation into the office with which he had been
honored ; nor could he forget the truly gratifying circumstances, that while this
honor was voluntarily tendered by His Royal Highness on learning the death of
their late lamented Grand Blaster, the unanimous voice of the Brotherhood had,
in the most flattering fanner, expressed that he should fill the situation; if, there-
fore, any thing was wanting to add stimulus to his exertions, nothing could, or
ousht so effectnally to do it, as this double choice; he had already on that day,
had occasion to state his feelings, and the principles which would govern him in
the discharge of the duties of the office, and be looked with the greatest confidence
to the support of all around him to promote that harmony, unanimity, and good
feeling, which were the peculiar characteristics of Masonry. He was much at-
tached to Masonry, and felt it his duty to support it, not merely because it was
formed on charity, piety, and benevolence, but because it enabled men, avowedly
separated by religious differences or political dissensions, conscientiously to meet
in one calm scene, whatever was tr;ir creed or their political bias; because it
was there.that the rich and the poor could be associated together, upon terms of
perfect equality, without any violation of decorum, and without offering any inter-
fercuce with the regulations of well-ordered society, and because he felt that
this must- contribute to the prosperity of the colony, by promoting general bar-
mony, and uniting all classes in the closest bonds of concord. [t was, perhaps,
not generally known that Masonry had been introduced into this colony more than
a century ago ; seven Masons having met on the 10th of January, 1740,
they formed the first Lodge, the St. Michael’s, the one which was now in existence ;
Alexander Irving was the name of the first Master, and so well did he conduct
himself, that on%:is death a tomb was prepared for him by the Craft, in which he
was buried ; nor could he avoid alluding to the use which had on a recent occa-
sion, been made of that vault, and he was sure that every member of the Order
must have felt a melancholy satisfaction in learning that, after a lapse of so many
years, it should have been agained opened to receive the honored remains of a
most distinguished Brother—the late exemplary, upright, and just governor, Sir
E. Mac Gregor ; fitting indeed was it that the Mason’s tomb should be a soldier’s
grave. After again expressing his thanks, the Provincial Grand Master stated it
to be his intention to hold the next annual festival on the 10th of January, 1843,
in commemoration of the introduction of Masonry into Barbadoes, and concluded
by trusting that he should on that occasion have the gratification of meeting an
equally numerous and respectable assemblage.

We learn that a new Lodge has recently been established in this Island, under
the sanction of a warrant from the Grand Lodge of Ireland. It is called the
Shamrock, No. 282. We understand also, that is in contemplation to establish a

Provincial Grand Lodge, under the auspices of the Grand Lodge of Ireland.

GreNapa.—Masonic affairs in this Island are rapidly recovering from the de-
pression under which they have been for some time laboring. A convocation of



56 MASONIC INTELLIGENCE.

Mount Herodian Chapter was recently held at which two Brethren were exalted.
Caledonia Lodge is also in a prosperous condition, having recently had as much
business as it could conveniently attend to.

Jamaica.—Masonry exists in this Island under very favorable auspices.
There are three working Lodges in Kingston, all doing a fair business. There
are also Lodges and Chapters in other parts of the Island, all more or less active.
There is a strong desire for the establishment of a Provincial Grand Lodge for
the counties of Surrey and Middlesex, and another for Cornwall. With these it
is thought the condition and prospects of the Order in the Island would be
greatly improved. The officers of Friendly Lodge, at Kingston, are as follows:
D. Martin, M. ; Sigismund Schloss and Edw. Pearson, Wardens ; G. Emerson,
Tr.; T. 8. Cushnie, Sec.; A. E. Robins, P. Belenfaute, Deacons ; A. Depass, L.
G.; J. Chaves, Tyler.

UNITED STATES.,

MISSOURI.

St. Louis, Oclober, 23, 1842

Brorrer Moore,—I should have written to you last week, and given the
doings of our Grand Lodge, but I have not had time until this morning. Day
and night I have been employed. Our Grand Lodge adjourned on the 18th, un-
til the 2d Monday in April next. Wae were in session eight days, and transacted
a large amount of important business. The Grand Lodge has purchased what is
known in the West, as the Marion College property. 1300 acres of land, build-
ings, &c., which cost the late proprietors about 75,000, we gave some $9,500 for.
Br. Donglass has been engaged for twelve months in lecturing and obtaining sub-
scriptions for the endowment of our Schools. The amount already subscribed
in money, is about $7,500—in donations some $3000, and he starts off to-morrow
again, and will devote this year to the same business. He hopes to increase the
subscription to $20,000.

We approved of the doings of the Washington Convention in the Michigan
case; and have authorized the appointment a Grand Lecturer to the Baltimore
Convention in May next.

I send you an extract from the report of the Committee on Foreign communi-
cations, to show the estimate placed upon the Magazine, by the Grand Lodge of
Missouri: .

“This (the FREEMasons’ MacazINg) is a publication of very high literary
character; filled with the most useful and important Masonic information ; pre-
sented in the most clear, forcible, and beautiful style. It has met the flattering
approval of many Masonic bodies, and is cordially recommended by your Com-
mittee, as eminently useful and worthy of the patronage of the whole Fraternity.”

» L] * » - * * » *

The Grand Lodge of Missouri is taking a high stand amongst her sister Grand
Lodges, and with the blessing of the Supreme Grand Master, will be a bright
star in the Galaxy, &c. We know and acknowledge the truth,that “ unless the
Lord build the house, they labor in vain who build.” Wonderfully has he blessed
us ;—fourtecn new Lodges were organized last year, and three already since the
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adjournment; that is, two new ones have been established, and the Missour:
Lodge, No. 1, in this city, which has been dormant some twelve years, is again at
work. The members are old men and old Masons, and stand bigh in our com-
munity, and have re-engaged in the work with the ardor of youth, tempered with
the experience and judgment of age. The purchase of Marion College, and the
establishing schools, for the sons and daughters of our indigent Brethren, have
given an impetus to the Fraternity, or rather, have made Masonry so popular with
the public, that there is a rush, if I may use the word, to partake of the benefits
of the Institution ; and now the difficulty will be to guard the entrance effectually
against the unworthy ; but our Lodges are alive on this subject. We now number
fortyfour Lodges. In my next, I will give you further information.

KENTUCKY.

The annual communication of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, was begun at
Lexington, on the 29th, and closed on the 31st of August last. The business
was generally of a local character, and not of much interest to Brethren out of
Kentucky, except so far as it goes to show the general prosperity of the Craft in
that State. We subjoin a brief abstract of each days proceedings:

FirsT Dar.—Thirtysix Lodges were represented, which being a constitutional
number, “the Grand Lodge was opened according to ancient form and usage, in”
the third degree of Masonry.” And we take occasionto remark here, that a Grand
Lodge ought never to be opened on an inferior degree. In our opinion, a Brother
of a lower degree than a Master Mason, has no right to a seat in the Grand
Lodge, while open for the transaction of the ordinary business of the Craft. Pub-
lic occasions may very properly be excepted. We believe that the practice of
some of the Grand Lodges in the country is different ; but we cannot conceive it
to be correct.

A communication was received from the Commissioners of the Lunatic Asylum,
inviting the members of the Grand Lodge to visit that Institution, on any day
that might be convenient to them during the session.

The building commiitee of the Grand Lodge submitted their report, by which
it appears that the “ Grand Hall” is finished, with the exception of an iron railing
hereafter to be erected around the lot. We have before spoken of the building
as a superior structure, alike creditable to the Craft and to the enterprise of the
Grand Lodge of Kentucky.

The committee on the “Constitutional Rules for the government of the Grand
and Subordinate Lodges of the State,” offered their report, which was read and
concurred in. As a whole, the Code is a very excellent one. It has some pecu-
liarities, however, which might, under certain circumstances, subject the Grand
Lodge to great inconvenience. The following article, for instance, would de-
stroy every Grand Lodge in New England, and probably a majority of all the
Grand Lodges in the country. We can readily conceive of a state of things, in
which it might forever close the Grand Lodge of Kentucky itself. A national
war, or an antimasonic outbreak, like that which recently swept over the eastern
States, would probably produce this result. The article is as follows :

4 ART. 2.—There shall not be any Grand Lodge opened to work, unless there

8
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be present a representation from one third of all the Lodges subordinate thereto,
except in cases of emergency, when a representation from one fourth will be
sufficient.”

The fourth article provides, that the Past Grand Masters, and other permanent
members, shall loose their privileges in Grand Lodge, when they cease to be
members of subordinate Lodges. This is a good regulation, and so is the fol-
lowing :

“ ART. 7—No representative, from any subordinate Lodge, shall be permitted
to take his seat in the Grand Lodge, at the Grand Annual Communication, until
he shall produce a certificate from the Grand Treasurer, of the payment of all
dues from such Lodge to the Grand Lodge—except a Grand Lodge cannot be
otherwise formed. And the seat of such representative, delegate, or proxy, shall
be vacated as soon as a Grand Lodge can be formed without him.”

Articles 9 and 13 provide, that “every grand officer shall be chosen from
among the working members of the several subordinate Lodges;” and that “no
elected officer of the Grand Lodge, or of any private Lodge, shall act as such
until he is duly installed.” :

The following regulation we think will be likely to produce some queer results.

“ArT. 17.—All matters of controversy before the Grand Lodge, shall be de-
termined by a majority of votes, that is to say, the Grand Master, or preriding
officer, having one vote; the Grand Wardens, for the time being, collectively,
one vote; the Past Grand Masters, collectively, one vote; Past Masters, collec-
tively, one vote ; and the officers (or their representatives) of each subordinate,
Lodge, collectively, one vote. It is, however, understood that no Brother can’
vote in a double capacity.” -

It will be seen that the Grand Master is invested with the same power as ull
the Pagt Grand Masters, or Past Masters, who may be present. The two Grand
Wardens are restricted to a single vote ; as are the representatives of a subordi-
nate Lodge. Suppose there be two or four P. G. Masters present, and they are
equally divided in opinion, who has the vote? How would it be with the War-
dens? No provision is made for the Dep. G. Master, nor for the officers of the
Grand Lodge, subordinate to the Grand Wardens. Of course they cannot vote, .
in “matters of controversy.” Was it the intention of the Grand Lodge to dis-
franchise two thirds of its own officers ?

The following articles are based on the general usages of the Craft, and may
be useful to some of our Brethren in settling questions which are constantly lia-
ble to arise in the discharge of the practical duties of the Lodge :

“ ArT. 53.—No petition for initiation, when once presented, can be withdrawn,
but w;th the unanimous consent of the Lodge to which it may have been pre-
sented.

“ ART. 54.—Whenever a ballot is taken on a petition for the initiation of a
candidate, and a single vote shall be found against him, it is improper, unmasonic,
and cannot be tolerated, that the petition shall be withdrawn or reconsidered, ex-
cept by the unanimous consent of the Lodge ; that consent to be ascertained by
spreading and collecting the ballots.”

“ ARrT. 55.—After a candidate is rejected by one Lodge, he cannot knowingly
be received by another, without the unanimous consent of the Lodge which re-
jected him.”

“ ArT. 56.—The vote to advance a Brother to any degree of Masonry, should
be as unanimous as the vote which admits him into the Lodge as a member.”

“ ART. 58.—When the deformity of a candidate for initiation is not such as
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to prevent him from being instructed in the arts and anysteries of Freemasonry,
his admission will not be an infringement upon the land marks, but will be per-
fectly consistent with the spirit of our Institution.”

“ ARrT. 62.—Every organized Lodge that admits a member who is in arrears to
any other Lodge, thereby becomes responsible to the Lodge to which he has last
belonged.”

% ART. 70.—An expulsion or suspension of a Mason from a Chapter of Royal
Arch Masons, who is a member of a Blue Lodge, does not operate as an expul-
sion or suspension from the Blue Lodge.”

The returns from fortyseven Lodges, show that three hundred and {wenly candi-
dates have been initiated in the State during the year. There are fourteen
Lodges from which no returns were received. We notice that one Lodge returns

Jorty one initiates! It meets regularly twice a month, and so do several other
Lodges in the State.

TENNESSEE.

[ Correspondence of the Freemasons’ Magazine.]
Memphis, Tenn., October, 1842.

C. W. Moore, Editor “ Freemasons’ Magazine.”"—I acknowledge the reception
of the twelfth number of your valuable and interesting “ Magazine,” and take oc-
casion to express to you the sincere pleasure I have derived from its perusal, and
the perusal of the other numbers constituting the first volume. In doing so, it is
pnot my design simply to pay you, individually, a passing compliment for the
ability and sound discretion with which you have conducted it; but to tender my
testimony, humble as it is, to the intrinsic worth and value of the publication,
viewed in its character of an orthodor Masonic periodical. It is in this light that
I have examined and scrutinized every number, and it is because I have found it
to be suck a periodical, that I cordially recommend it to the fostering support and
patronage of the Fraternity. It is precisely such a work as we have greatly
needed for many years, and never more so than at the present time, when the
ancient PRINCIPLES of the Order are so much talked about, and (allow me to
say) so imperfectly understood. It is a work to make Brethren think of what
Masonry REALLY 18, and is, in this respect alone, of incalculable value to the
true interests of the Fraternity.

From the time the noviciate sets his foot upon the “ checkered pavement,” until
he puts on the badge of a Royal Arch Mason, he continually hears much of the
God-like principles of our Order, and the “immutable landmarks of Masonry.”
And he learns to prate, likewise, about the “ancient constilutions,” and peradven-
ture, ere he is a year old, consents to be the public expounder of our antique
faith. But how many really know, or think, or investigate these things ? I de-
clare, that in a Masonic experience of several years, I have not met with more
than one out of every ten Brethren, if so large a proportion, who bave ever really
brought their minds to bear upon the merits or demerits of the Institution to
which they had attached themselves, and for which, nevertheless, they profess the
greatest veneration. Beyond the merest common-places of Masonic knowledge,
they were groesly ignorant—ignorant because they would not TRINK about it. Its
origin, its history, its aims and objects, were to them a “ sealed book,” which they
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had never allowed their minds even to atlempt to open. Receiving every thing
upon trust—believing with a blind credulity, or else practising imposition, by
teaching others what in their hearts they did not themselves believe—they had
left the rich mine of internal evidences of its hoar antiquity with which our tra-
ditions and our symbols abound, totally unexplored. To analyze its elements and
sift out the gold of truth from the rubbish which ages have accumulated about
our oral histories,—a task in the performance of which the intelligent and zealous
Mason finds not less pleasure than improvement—seems not to have attracted
their attention. Your “ Magazine” will exert a powerful influence in arouvsing
our Brethren from this mental sloth and indolence—it will set them to thinking—
and by exciting a spirit of research, do much to redeem our time honored Insti-
tution from the low estate to which it has fallen.

The session of the Grand Lodge of this State which closed a few weeks ago,
was & very important one. I did not have the satisfaction of being present dur-
ing its deliberations, but have heard the reports of others of its proceedings. I
think you will find from an examination of its minutes when printed, that there is
a spirit of inquiry among the Lodges and Brethren of Tennessee—a disposition
to ¢ seek out the old paths, to walk therein”—which must work out much good.
Here, as every where else, there had grown up a few fantastic excrescences upon
the Order, which had been permitted to flourish for a season through inattention
and for want of proper regard to the “old landmarks;” but I trust a beginning
has been made towards a return to the original and legitimate plan of Masonry,
and that “ true Masonic light and knowledge” will be more than ever abundantly
dispensed among the members of our household.

You have the prospect of having a coadjutor in this State, in the “ Masonic
" Mirrior,” a specimen number of which has been issued at Columbia. I know not
whether to prophecy good or ill to our Fraternity from its labors, as I am entirely
ignorant of the Brother’s qualifications who is to conduct it. One thing is cer-
tain, and that is, that something more than zeal is necessary to the editorial de-
partment of e Masonic periodical. Such publications, like public Masonic
orations unless of the right kind, do more harm than good. I trust, however, that
it may be all that the friends of the Order could wish it, and that being so, it
may meet with a generous support. But I have already far transcended the ori-
ginal limits of this letter, which was commenced for the sole purpose of ordering
your second volume of the “ Magazine.” I have had the first bound, and trust
that you, myself and i, may live to see its fwentieth fellow occupying the shelf
on which it is deposited.

SOUTH CAROLINA.

Our respected Agent at Charleston, writes as follows. It is in the right spirit,
and we are happy to add, that his efforts in behalf of the Magazine have been
not less efficient than his words are encouraging. We are under many obliga-
tions to him, both as agent and correspondent, and for other kindnesses rendered
during the past year ; all of which we shall be most happy at all times to recip-
rocate.

Charleston, Oct. 4, 1842.

R. W. BroTHER,—The last number, first volume of the “ Freemasons’ Monthly
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Magazine,” hes come to hand, and like the preceding numbers, it is filled
with excellent matter.

On reviewing the whole, bearing in mind the toil of the Editor, the ability
and research manifested in this volume, remembering also the strict punctuality
with which the several numbers have been issued, I am constrained to say, at
the close of the volume—* well done, good and faithful servant” of the Masonic
Fraternity. Thou hast done much to enlighten the Brethren and gain for Ma-
sonry the approval of the uninitiated. I sincerely hope the Magazine is well
supported, and that it will continue monthly to impart light and knowledge, and
gladden the heart of the “good and true.”

I shall look for the second volume, for we can’t do without it, and if more sub-
scribers are necessary to sustain it, more subscribers must and shall be procured.
» L L] * » » * LJ »

The M. W. Grand Lodge will have a celebration, oration, procession, &c., on,
St. John’s day—and I believe a ball in the evening. 8o you will perceive that Max
sonry is neither dead nor asleep here. The working Lodges are doing a good
business, and many will be ¢ brought to light’ during the fall and winter. I will
endeavor to send you some new names for the subscription list, and trust that all
regular Freemasons will aid in rendering the work thrifty and useful. Itis just
what we want—and what we will have. So mote it be,

Yours, Fraternally, A.C.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Constitution and Installation of a Grand Lodge of -Perfection, at Portsmouth.—
Agreeably to the announcement contained in our last pumber, ¥ ALLEN GRAND
Lopoer or PerrEcTION,” at Portsmouth, was constituted and its officers installed,
in due and ancient form, on Tuesday evening, the 15th ultimo.

A procession of the Brethren was formed at the Masonic Hall, at 7 o’clock, and
moved to the Cameneum, where the services were performed by Hon. James M.
ALLEN, Sovereign of the Council of Princes of Jerusalem, in the State of New
York ; Major KiLLian H. Van RENsSSELAER, Grand Warden, of the city of Alba-
ny; and Epwarp A. Raymonb, Esq., of Boston, as Grand Master of Ceremonies
and Herald; assisted by the Rev. Samuer Kevrvry, K. T., of Portsmouth, as
Grand Priest; in the presence of a large concourse of ladies and gentlemen, as
well as a numerous body of Masons, consisting of “ De Witt Clinton Encamp-
ment” of Knights Templars, Washington Chapter, and St. John’s Lodge No. 1,
(Portsmouth,) and of visiting Companions and Brethren from Boston and other
places.

The order of exercises were 1st, Prayer; 24, Hymn; 3d, Address by Judge
ALLEx ; 4th, Ceremony of Constitution and Dedecation; 5th, Ode; 6th, Instal-
lation ; 7th, Ode ; 8th, Prayer; 9th, Benediction.

The Brethren then returned to the Masonic Hall, where half an hour was
spent]in company with the ladies, in the most agreeable and friendly manner.

At 10 o’clock, after a blessing by the Grand Priest, the company consisting of
between two and three hundred, more than half of whom were ladies, including
the beauty and fashion of Portsmouth, so famed for the personal as well as intel-
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lectual charms of its females, sat down to a sumptuous entertainment, provided at
Franklin Hall, by Companion WiLLis BARNABEE, of the Franklin House, at which
the Grand Master, Br. John Christie, presided, assisted by the Committee of ar-
rangements.

It was truly “a feast of reason and flow of soul.” Every thing passed off in
the most harmonious munner, and before the clock had given note that the “ noon
of night” had arrived, this large assemblage had quietly dispersed to their respec-
tive homes, and not a sound was heard to denote the presence of the living and
joyous multitude, which had but a few moments before, thronged every avenue to
the spacious Hall.

‘I'be public ceremonies were of an imposing and interesting character, and
were conducted with great propriety and effect. The address by Br. Allen, is
generally pronouuced to be an excellent and able performance. A copy of it, at
the request of the Portsmouth Brethren, has been placed in our hands, and will
receive attention next month. The manner in which the duties of the organist
and of the several choirs, who united to assist the services upon this occasion,
were performed, could not be excelled,—is worthy of all praise,and received the
united thanks of the whole Fraternity.

We avail ourselves of the apportunity to congratulate our Portsmouth Breth-
ren on the eminent success which attends all their Masonic labors,—a success de-
servedly due to their zeal and perseverence in the just and benificent cause in
which they are so actively and devotedly engaged.

dbituary.

In England, on the 30th June last, the EarL or LEicESTER, (Thos. Wr. Coke,
a descendant of the great constitutional lawyer,) aged 91 years. He was Prov.
Grand Master for Norfolk, and one of the Governors of the “ Asylum for Aged
and Decayed Freemasons.” He occupied the most magnificent private residence
in England.

At Laurieston Lodge Hampstead, (Eng.) on the 25th July, Sir WiLLiam
Woobs, Garter-king-at-arms, in the 56th year of his age. lie was Prov. G. S.
Deacon and P. G. Dir. Cer. He was regarded as the “preux chevalier”—the
courteous gentleman in Masonry.

In London, on the 30th Aug., Dox PEpro Leearror MarTIN, aged 37. He
was a distinguished officer of the Spanish army in 1822, and for his good con-
duct in defending the Palace when assailed, received the thanks of the Cortes.
He was also a Prov. Grand Master of the Spanish Freemasons.

At Maitland, New South Wales, Francis Epye, P. W. of the Bank of Eng-
land Lodge, (London,) a gentleman of refined manners. It is said of him, that
during the ceremony of his initiation, he was asked a question which he misun-
derstood ; he hesitated, and emphatically exclaimed with some distress, “1 never
told a lie” A pure spirit has returned to its God!
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GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND.
1842—3.

His R. H. the Duxk or Sussex,R. G. G. M.
Right Hon. Earl of Zetland, Pro. G. M.
Most Hon. the Marquis of Salisbury, D.G.M.
Lord Viscount Jogestrie, S. G. W.

Mark Milbank, J.G W.

%ichn;vd.ll;gmv:l.' [(:ﬁ Téeas.

v. William Fallofield, :

" William J. Rodher,§ G- Chaplaias.
Thomas H. Hall, G. Registrar.
William H. White, G. Sec.

Henry Hancock, S. G. D.

Sir John Doratt, J. G. D.

Phiw) Hardwick, G. Sup. of Works.
R. W. Jennings, G. Dir. Ceremonies.
Thory Chapman, As. G. Dir. Cer.
John L. Evans, G. S. B.

Sir G. Smart, G. Organist.

William Rule, G. Pursnivant
Thomas Baclon, G. Tyler.

GRAND LODGE OF BENGAL, CALCUTTA.

R. W. John Grant, G. Master.
** R. Neave, D. G. M.
“  W. Burlton, Pro-Devenly G. M.
G. Playfuir, S G. W.
‘ H. W. Birch,J. G. W.
“ Jobn King, G. Tr.
V. W, R. Sivenhoe, G. Registrar.
‘“ A H. E. Boileau, G. Sec.
W. H. W. Torrens, S. G. D.
‘“ A. B. Clapperton, J. G. D.
¢ J. Chaunce, G S. of Works.
‘“ J. A. D. Fergusson, G. Dir. of Ceremo.
“ F. G. B. Siddons, D. G. Dir. of Cer.
“ L. Clarke, G. S. B.
“ W. H. Hammerton, G. Organist.
“ B. W. Lazarus, G. uivant,
* R. S. Thompsun,
“ J.J. L. Hoft,

“ E.T. Downes,
“ F. Moccat,

“ M. 8. Staunton,
* E. B. Ryan,

G. Stewards.

GRAND LODGE OF TENNRBSSEE.

M. W. Wilkins Tannehill, G. Master.
R. W. John Crockett, D. G. M.

**  Daniel Rawlings, G. S. W.

‘“ T. W, Barksdale, G. J. W.

“  Joseph MNorvell, G. T.

“ John 8. Dashiell, G. S.
M. Rev. J. Thomas Wheat, G. Chaplain.
Br. E. Howard, G. S. D.

“'B.'D. Bird, G. J. D.

** A. Phillips, G. Marshal.

“ David Cook, G. S. B.

“ }3 l‘? FO\:’I:‘er, G. P.

“ J N. Todd,

“ H. Paces, G. Stewtrds,

“ M. E. DeGrove, G. Tyler,

GRAND LODGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

M W. Robert Smith, G. Master.

R. W. Daniel Chase, D. G. M.
“  Thomas Rundlett, S. G. W.
% Cyrus Cressey J. G. W.
" John Knowlton, G. Treas.
“  Isaac L Folsom, G. Sec.
*  Josiah Bartlett, G. Master of Cer.
“  George W. Towle, G. S. B
“  Gorham W. Hoitt, G. Marshal.
*  D. Farnsworth, G Chaplain.
‘ Philemon Tolles, 8. G. D.
*  Jonathan Dowse, J. G. D.
:: Eenhry % Ranﬂ, ? Pursuivant.

uther Farwell, Jr.

**  Martin Brockway, ;G' Stewards.
*  John Christie,
Joseph Healey,
“  Robert Dunlap,
*  Lewis Woodman,
*  Nicholas Fowler,

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTRRS.
R. W. John Bennett, of Portsmouth.
**  David Parker, of Charlestown.
“  Samuel Jones, of Bradford.
“  Nathan G Babbitt, of Westmoreland.
*  Jacob O. Smith, of Nashua,
**  William McD. Ferson, of Bedford.
John Willson, of Lancaster.
Brother Isaac Eastman, G. Tyler,

GRAND CHAPTER, MASSACHUSETTS.

M. E. Elijah Atherton, G. H. Priest.
E. Thomas Tolman, D. G. H. P.

* John R. Bradford, G. King.

** Robhert Keith, G. Scribe.

“ Abraham A. Dame, G. Treasurer.
“ Thomas Waterman, G. Secretary.

 Sehastian Streecer,
“ E. M. P. Wells, gﬁ. Chaplains.
« Chories W s

¢ Charles W. Moore,

 S. W. Robinson, G. Lectarers.
“ Hugh H. Tuttle, G. Marshal.

w Ruel Baker, gG. Stewards.

‘** Gilbert Nurse,
Cump. Josiah Baldwin, G. Tyler.

ST. ANDREW'S R. A. CHAPTER, BOSTON.

Hugh H. Tuttle, H. Priest.

Samuel Millard, King.

George L. Oakes, Scribe.

John J. Loring, Treasurer.

Thomas Wateiman, Secretary,

Francis L. Raymond, R. A.°C.

Robert Keith, C. H.

John R Bradford, P. S.

Smith W. Nichols,

Jonuthan Emerson,

Peter C. Jones, .

?ehv. febazlinnrds.treeler, Chaplain.
ohn F. Edwards,

Loyal Lovejoy, | ESuwuds.

William C. Martin, Tyler.

G. Lecturers.

Masters of the Veils.
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A ProposiTioN.—A correspondent at Dres-
den, Tenn. writes as follows :—* I should be
extremely glad:if it would be in your power
to give a list of all the Grand Lodges in the
world, and when they were established, and
their present officers, together with all the
subordinate :Lodges working under their ju-
risdictions, and the names of all their officers
and when established. Also, all the Grand
Councils and subordinates, and when estab-
lished, &c. ; and all Encampments and Grand
Encampments, and when established, and
their officers, &c.; together with all grand
and subordinate legal assemblies of Masons
in the known world :—the times when each
and all meet. The whole forming a true Ma-
sonic register of reference. I am inclined to
think a work of this kind would be of great
utility to the Order. Perhaps it might form
a separate number or volume in your Maga-
zine. Every Lodge and Chapter and Brother
ought to have such a work of reference, and
would subscribe for the same, I have no
doubt !” But we have. We suppose-such a
work might be useful, particularly to Breth-
ren travelling in foreign countries. But the
task of preparing it would be a herculean one ;
for which the Brother undertaking it, could
not expect to receive anything like a reasona-
ble compensation. We should be happy to
obliga our esteemed friend and correspondent
in this, as in all Jother matters i which he
may solicit our aid, when we can do so with-
out subjecting ourself to too great an incon-
venience. : He says, however, 1 merely
throw out the hint.” We cheerfully pass it
along. Perhaps some Brother may take it.

I We learn that the Fraternity at Sydney,
(New South Wales,) are about to erecta
Statute in honor of Sir Ricnasp Bovsks,ex-

Masonto Revic.—The contractor for re-
building Baal’s Bridge, at Limerick, Ireland,
in 1830, on taking down the old one, the period
of erecting which is unknown, (though no-
ticed in the records of 1553, at the proclama-
tion of Queen Elizabeth,) discovered under
the foundation stone, at the English town side,
an old brass Square, much eaten away, haviog
a hole at the end of each angle, (supposed to
be for the purpose of suspending it to the col-
lar,) and in the centre a heart, with the follow-
ing inscription, and the year 1517, engraved
on it—a linc on either side :—

“I wiLL. STRIUE. TO. LIUE. WITH. LOUE .
& cane

UroN. THE. LEUL. BY. THE SQUARE.”

I5°We have a few copies of the first vol-
ume on hand, which will be furnished at the
subscription price, to Brethren wishing a com-
plete set of ‘the work. We have also printed
extra copies of the present volume, and shall
be able to furrish the back numbers to new
subscribers, vutil further notice.

7 We have to request that our Ageats will
attend to the collections for the present vol-
ume, without any unnecessary delay. We re-
gret to be compelled to add, that the accounts
of several of them for the Ist vel. remain un-
settled. Will such be kind enough to attend
to the matter forthwith? They will greatly
oblige us by so doing.

175 The Grand Lodge of Tennessce has ap-
pointed a Delegate to the Baltimore Conven-
tion of Grand Lecturers. It has also ap-
proved of the proposition to send a Delegate
to England, and recommends that the Con-
vention make the appointment. Who shall
follow next?

Our Agent at Charleston, S. C. will find a
package to his address, on bhoard the packet
ship Congaree, Capt. Doane, from this port.

governor of the Colony. The foundution
stone was laid in April with Masonic honors.
The Lodges of Sydney, Paramata, and sev-
eral country Lodges, were prescat.

T4 Our Brother at Memphis, Tenn. is in-
formed that his friend in this city has not
paid us any money on his account, as he scems
to suppose. We think we so stated when we
forwarded the back Nos. of the 1st volume.

A correspondent is informed, that the late
Epmunp KgaAN, the celebrated tragedian,
was initiated in St. Mark’s Lodge, Glasgow,
Scotland.

ErraTuM.—In the October number, page
367, we inadvertently located the Grand
Lodge of Indiana, at Maysville. It should
have been Indianapolis.

. Alist of the Officers of several instita-
uonshnre in type. They will appear next
month.
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ar Quarterly Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, will
be held at the Muomc Temple, Boston, on WeoNespAv, the 14th day of December,
current, 6 o’clock, P. M., for the choice of Officers and such other business us may come be-
fore the Lodge.
The Officers and Members of the Grand Lodge, Muteu, Wardens, and Proxies of Lodges
and all others concerned will take due nonee thereof and wgovem themulvea weo-dmgly.
BosTox, Deczmaer 1st, 1842. MOORE, Grand Secretary.

Binving.

The subseribers to the Magazine can have their volume neatly half bound in Russia backs
and corners, and handsomely gilt, for 62 1-2 cents a copy, by leaving them at this office.
Persons wishing a more costly binding can be accommodated. It is requested that they may
be handed in early. Oct. 2.
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GENERAL WARREN,
AND ‘
THE FIRST MONUMENT ON BUNKER HILL.

TaE honor of erecting the first MoNusENT on Bunker Hill, to perpetu-
ate the memory of the good and brave men who fell there on the ever-
memorable 17th June, 1775, belongs to Kine SoroMox’s Lopnck, in
Charlestown. This fact is probably new to a majority of our distant read-
ers; and it is equally probable that many of those residing nearer the spot,
are unacquainted with the transactions attending it. We have obtained
permission, therefore, to copy from the records of the Lodge, such parts
of the proceedings in the premises as properly belong to the general his-
tory of the Fraternity, or as in our judgment may be interesting to the
readers of this Magazine.

The Monument referred to, was erected—** In Memory of Major General
Josepr WARREN, and his Associates.” Gen. Warren was a Mason. He
was initiated into the Fraternity, in St. Andrew’s Lodge, in this city, on
the 10th September, 1761. He received his second degree on the 2d Nov.
following, and the third, on the 28th Nov. 1765. He subsequently became
amember of the same Lodge. In December, 1769, he received from the
Right Hon. Georck, Earl of Dalhousie, at that time Grand Master of
Masons in Scotland, a commission, bearing date the 30th of May previous,
appointing him Grand Master of Masons in Boston, and within one hun-
dred miles of the same. In 1773, another commission, bearing date
March 3, 1772, was received from the Right Hon. Patrick, Earl of Dum-
fries, Grand Master of Scotland, appointing him Grand Master of Masons
for the * Continent of America.”* This, however, was only an exten.

%Gen. Warnzw was 8 Provineial Grand Master, subject to the Grand Lodge of Scot-
9 .
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sion of the jurisdiction of his former commission, under which a Grand
Lodge had been previously organized, called the *“ Grand Lodge of An-
cient Masons,” and subsequently the * Massachusetts Grand L.odge.”

It is worthy of remark, as indicating the zeal and Masonic attachment of
our lamented Brother, that from 1769 to 1775, inclusive, the records show,
for we have personally examined them, that he was not once absent from
the meetings of the Grand Lodge. On the 17th June, in the last named
year, he closed his earthly and Masonic career on the blood-drenched field
of Bunker Hill. He was the first victim of rank who fell in the struggle
with Great Britain. He is numbered with the ¢ illustrious dead.” He
was pre-eminent for his virtues, his talents, his patriotism, his self-devo-
tion. The niche in the Temple of Fame consecrated to his memory, will
be sought and reverenced by the sons and daughters of America, so long
as patriotism shall be regarded as a virtue ; and our children’s children
through coming generations shall be taught to lisp the name of War-
REN.

During the short period that our distinguished Brother presided over the
interests of the Craft, notwithstanding the disturbed and unsettled state of
public affairs, Masonry flourished and increased in numbers and respecta-
bility. His premature death was most unfortunate for the Institution, as
well as deeply afilicting to the Brethren. The Lodges were deprived of a
head. Difficulties arose respecting the extent of the powers of the Grand
Lodge, and of its capacity to perform its usual functions. Confusion and
disorder followed.

The meetings of the Grand Lodge were suspended during the occupan-
cy of Boston by the British forces. But immediately on the evacuation of
the town, and previous to any regular communication, or the adjustment
of the difficulties just referred to, the Brethren, influenced by a pious re-
gard for the memory of their late illustrious Grand Master, were induced
to search for his body, which, in the hurry and bustle of a field of battle,
had been indiscriminately buried on the spot where he had breathed out his
soul to Him who gave it. They accordingly repaired to the Hill, and by
direction of a person who was on the ground at the time of his burial, a
spot was discovered where the earth had been recently turned up. On
removing the turf and opening the grave, (which was on the brow of the
hill, adjacent to a small cluster of springs,) the remains were discovered.
They were in a mangled condition, but were easily identified by means of

land. The Grand Lodge of England had, at the same time, its Provincial Grand Master for
Massachusetts. Nor was there any real encroachments on each other's jurisdictions. It
would not be regular for the Grand Lodge of Scotland to establish Lodges in England ; bat
it is considered regular for her to establish them in the British Provinces.
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an artificial tooth, and some other marks known to his friends. Having
been raised, the corse was conveyed with proper respect and solemnity, to
the State House (the late City Hall) in this city. From thence it was
taken, by a large concourse of Brethren, with the late Grand Officers at-
tending in procession, to King’s Chapel, where an animated eulogium was
pronounced.

Such is a very brief sketch of the Masonic character of Gen. Warren.
‘We have thought it necessary, in order to show why a Monument should
have been erected to his memory by his Masonic Brethren, in preference
to others of his fellow-citizens.

We turn to the proceedings of King Solomon’s Lodge. Ata meeting
of the Lodge, on the 11th of November, 1794, a committee was appointed
“ to erect such a Monument in Mr. Russell’s Pasture,* provided the land
can be procured, as in their opinion will do honor to the Lodge, in memo-
ry of our late Brother, the Most Worshipful Josepr WaRreN.” The
committee were also “ authorized to draw upon the Treasurer to defray
the expense of the same,” and instructed that * when the Monument is
finished, they report their doings to the Lodge.” The committee were so
active in accomplishing the patriotic object of their appointment, that in
the following month of December, a special meeting of the Lodge was
called to hear their report. There was a “ general attendance of the
members, together with a large and respectable number of visiting Breth-
ren.” The Lodge having been regularly opened, Brother Josiah Bartlett,
the chairman of the committee, submitted the following

REPORT.

The committee appointed to erect a Monument to the memory of the
late M. W. Joseph Warren, beg leave to Report:—That they first waited
upon the Hon. James Russell for his permission to proceed ; and that he
generously offered a deed of as much land as might be necessary for the
purpose. They then proceeded to erect a Tuscan Pillar, which is eighteen
feet in height, placed upon a platform eight feet high, eight feet square, and
fenced round to protect it from injury. On the top of the pillar is placed
a gilt urn, with the initials, and age of Dr. Warren, enclosed in the square
and compasses. On the south west side of the pedestal is the following
inscription in stone :—

*Now known as Bunker Hill.
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Erected A. D. 1794, by King Solomon’s Lodge of Freemasons, constituted at Charlestown,
1783, in memory of Major Genera] Warren and his Associates, who were slain on
this memorable spot, June 17, 1775.

“ None hut they who set a just value upon the hlessings of Liberty are worthy to enjoy her.
In vain we toiled; in vain we fouzht; we bled in vain, if you our offspring want
valor to repel the assaults of her invaders !”

Charlestown Settled 1623; Burnt 1775; Rebuilt 1776. The enclosed land given by Hon.
James Russell.

The committee beg leave to recommend, that the R. W. Master, be di-
rected to obtain from Mr Russell a deed of the land ; and to petition the
General Court (through the Representative of the town,) to confirm the
grant of the land to the Lodge, and to authorize him, and his successors,
to sue for damages, or otherwise punish, any person, or persons, who may
destroy or injure the Monument. They further recommend, that the Mon-
ument be placed under the immediate care of the Master and Wardens,
for the time being, whose business it shall be to visit the spot as often as
occasion may require, and to keep it in complete repair, at the expense of
the Lodge forever.”
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The foregoing report was unanimously accepted. It was then voted,
“That the Lodge proceed this day to Dedicate the Monument, which, by
the report of their committee, hath been erected.” Accordingly, at 2
o'clock, P. M. a Procession was formed at Warren Hall, where the Lodge
then met, consisting of ‘ the Members of the Lodge, and other Brethren,—
the Magistrates, Selectmen, Minister and Deacons, Town Treasurer and
Clerk, the Parish Officers, Officers of the Artillery Company, Militia Of-
ficers, Citizens who have borne Military commissions, and the Trustees
and Scholars of the Public Schools.” The Procession, preceded by a
Band of Music, moved, *“in solemn silence, to the hill, where a circle was
formed round the Pillar, and the following Address was delivered by the
R. W. Brother Joun SoLey, Jr.*

Fellow-Citizens and Brethren,

We have now assembled, around the graves of our departed country-
men, to pay that tribute which is due to the brave defenders of our liber-
ties. Nations in all ages, have endeavored to perpetuate the brilliant ac-
tions of their heroes ; thereby to inspire the living, with a spirit of emula-
tion, and to discharge the obligations they owe to those deeds of valor, by
which their rights are secured.

We, citizens of Columbia, not content with having raised a Monument

of gratitude in our hearts, would present one to the eye of future genera-
tions. Directed by these laudable motives, King Solomon’s Lodge of Free
and Accepted Masons, have erected on Mount Warren, the Pillar you be-
hold—and in their behalf I now solemnly dedicate it to the memory of our
late beloved and Most Worshipful Brother, the Honorable Joseph Warren,
and his associates, who nobly fell on this memorable spot, in the cause of
their country.
- And when from this celebrated eminence, you behold the solemn Tem-
ple—the abodes of domestic happiness—the ancient seat of literature—
the vestiges of opposition to tyranny—the fruitful fields of the husband-
man—and the waiving flag of commerce—forget not those by whose vir-
tuous exertions you now enjoy these inestimable blessings.

And while they bloom afresh in your own remembrance, convey the
bistory of this noble purchase to your listening children. Teach them
obedience to the voice of their country ; inform them, that their birth-right
18 Freedom, and pointing to this Monument, tell them, the legacy left them
by their countrymen to maintain it, is valor. Having thus inspired them
with their bravery, to defend their country in the field, may they descend
from the tumult of war, to the tranquillity of peace, and learn the noblest
conquest of themselves.

And, O, thou ever existing and omnipresent Architect, approve this sol-
emo Dedication to the amemory of Columbia’s valiant sons ; accelerate the
extension of their honest fame, and perpetuate its being in the bosom of
posterity. May this publice vidence of their valor, teach others the dan-
ger of invading the peaceful abodes of freemen,—and may it have a ten-
dency to lessen that lawless ambition for conquest, which has filled the
world with blood.

*Alterwards Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth.
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After the Address, nine minute-guns were discharged, * by a detach-
ment of Capt. Smith’s Artillery Company, with the flag displayed half-
staff high.” The Procession then returned to the Hall, where a solemn
Dirge having been previously sung, “ an elegant Eulogy on Gen. Warren,
was recited by Brother Josiam BarTLETT,* and the ceremony concluded
with the following ,

% Toast— i i assia, bloom over
Uho grive of ovary Sapesiod Brotherry . ToTTT KO & SPE of Comit

At a regular meeting of the Lodge in June, 1795, it was  voted to
choose a committee to fence out a road to the Monument lately erected by
this Lodge.” This was the last expense incurred by the Lodge on ac-
count of the Monument, except that of keeping it in repair ; which they
did, until the 8th of March, 1825, when the committee, which had been
previously appointed to confer with the new ‘ Bunker Hill Monument Asso-
ciation,” were * instructed to make a present of the Land and Monument,”
to that body. Soon after the passage of this vote, the Monument was
mutilated by the ruthless hands of persons who, we trust, have lived long
enough to repent of the sacrilegious act. We most devoutly hope that
they have not been ushered into the presence of the pure patriot whose
memory all good men revere, with the impress of that foul deed upon
their souls.

The following is a copy of the correspondence between the committee
of the Lodge and the Association, on the subject of conveying the Monu-
ment and Land to the latter :—

CHARLESTOWN, APrIL 8, 1825.

To the President and Direclors of the Bunker Hill Monument Association—

GentLEMEN—The undersigned are a Committee appointed by King
Solomon’s Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, in Charlestown, to offer
to your Association the MoNUMENT and its appurtenances, by them erected
to the memory of Maj. Gen. JosepE WARREN and his associates, slain on
the heights of Charlestown, in the glorious battle of the 17th June, 1775.

This Monument is a plain Tuscan Pillar, built of wood, eighteea feet
in height, exclusive of the pedestal, which is eight feet high, built of stone
and brick, the top terminating with a gilt urn. On one side of the pedes-
tal is a tablet, with an inscription commemorative of the battle. It cost
originally One Thousand Dollars.

In relinquishing their claim, the Committee would state in brief, that the
Monument was erected hy King Solomon’s Lodge, in 1794, having pre-
viously obtained a charter of incorporation for the purpose of holding, in

*Aflerwards Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth.

+The closing of these solemn ceremonies by a * toast,” may appear very singular to most
of our readers. It is, however, strictly Masonic. In Europe, a “ toast” is always given at
the close of every section, in working the lectures.
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fec simple, the ground on which it is erected. The Land was the dona-
tion of the Hon. James Russell, late of Charlestown. By neglect no deed
of conveynnce was ever given, and no recorded evidence exists of such
donation. The Lodge has, however, held quiet possession for more than
thirty years. But whatever may be the claim thus acquired, it is freely
and cordially waved in favor of an institution whose object is so national
and patriotic. At the same time the Committee cannot but cherish the
hope, that some trace of its former existence may bo found hereafter in
the archives of the Bunker Hill Monument Association.

Wishing your patriotic labors may be crowned with abundant success,
we are, gentlemen,

Your most obedient, humble Servants,
THOMAS J. GOODWIN,
THOMAS HOOPER, Commiilee.
WILLIAM GOING,
To the President and Directors of the
Bunker Hill Monument Association.

Boston, May 17, 1825.
Messrs. Thomas J. Goodwin, Thomas Hooper, William Going,
Commitiee of King Solomon’s Lodge—

GentLEMEN—Your favor of the 8th of April, was duly received by the
President and Directors of the Bunker Hill Monument Association. I am
directed to express to you the high sense, which the President and Direct-
ors entertain, of the patriotic spirit which prompted King Solomon’s Lodge
to the erection of a Monument, at so early a period, and (compared with
the resources at command,) at so great an expeuse, to the memory of the
brave and good meun, who fell on the 17th June, 1775.

Nor are the President and Directors less sensible to the very liberal
course which has been adopted by King Solomon’s Lodge, in proposing to
cede the Monument and their right to the soil on which it stands, to the
Bunker Hill Monument Association. I am directed in the name, and on
behalf of the President and Directors, to inform you, that the proposal is
accepted ; and that the hope expressed by you, thatsome trace of its for-
mer existence may hereafter be found in the archives of the Bunker Hill
Monument Association, shall be faithfully fulfilled.

You will doubtless be pleased to have it in your power to inform the Free
and Accepted Masons of King Solomon’s Lodge,—the forerunners of
the Bunker Hill Monument Association, in this honorable undertaking,—
that the best prospect exists of the accomplishment in due season, of the
patriotic enterprise of ‘which their Lodge was the first to form the design
and to set the example.

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, with the highest respect,
Your obedient, humble Servant,
: EDWARD EVERETT, Sec. pro tem.
We understand that the Tablet containing the inscription as above given,
is in the possession of the Bunker Hill Monument Association,and will
undoubtedly be placed in the chamber of the present Monument. It might be
neatly inserted into the stone, or secured in some other way. It would bea
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matter of great curiosity and interest. Besides, it is due to the Lodge that
. some such disposition should be made of it. The pledge of the Associa-
tion has been given that the hope expressed in the letter of presentation
from the Lodge, “shall be faithfully fulfilled.” And this pledge will uo-
doubtedly be promptly redeemed.

A richly mounted CANE, turned from one of the cedar posts of the
Monument, was presented by the Lodge to Gen. L Fayerts, at Boston,
on the 17th June, 1825.

PROFICIENCY OF CANDIDATES.*

W have seen a most excellent article in the Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine,
upon this subject, which, but for its length, we would gladly transfer to our col-
umns. The worthy Brother who conducts that periodical, is rightly impressed
with the excellence of our principles, and in all he recommends, keeps an eye
single to the great ends of Masonry. We respect all his suggestions, because:
we believe they are prompted by a good heart and a sound philosophy. In the
article alluded to, he takes just and sensible positions, against the practice, too
prevalent in our Lodges, of carrying candidates with locomotive speed, through
the several degrees, without stopping to inquire whether they have made the ne-
cessary improvement. It must be apparent to every Mason, that a candidate who
isinitiated, passed and raised, during the same meeting, can derive but little bene-
fit from the hasty instruction he receives. Neither the candidate nor the institu-
tion, is justly dealt by, when proceedings are tolerated, so inconsistent with the -
usages of the Fraternity.

At one time, we believe, there existed a regulation prohibiting the passing or
raising of a candidate, without an examination in open Lodge, the object of
which was to determine whether the Brother who desired advancement, had at-
tained suitable proficiency in the preceding degrees. The innovations upon this
wise and salutary rule, have been so frequent as almost to obliterate the rule itself
—at any rate, it has fallen into disuse so far, that nothing is more common than
for a candidate to receive two degrees at the same meeting. Frequently the
lectures which belong to each are dispensed with, until another time.

We hope to see this abuse—we call it an abuse because we are sensible it is
one—speedily corrected. The good results of & close adherence to the ancient
usage in this respect, would soon be manifest, not only in the improved and en-
lightened character of the Brethren, but in the energy and the prosperity of
the Lodges.

* We copy this article from the Masonic Mirror, published monthly, at Maysville, Ky.
The views advanced, are in accordance with those contained in the paper, on the same sub*
ject, which appeared in the Magazine for November.
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THE MASONIC CHARACTER AND WRITINGS
OF ROBERT BURNS.

BY A BCOTTISH BROTHER.

Buorns became a Freemason in the summer of the year 1783. He was then
twentyfour years of age. His associates in the Craft at that time, were probably
the same intelligent individuals who formed the members of the debating club
whieh Burns himself originated. Whether he was ever elected to any office pre-
viously to his “ presiding o’er the Sons of Light,” does not appear; but it is not
unlikely that he was officiating as. Master of the St. James's Lodge, Tarbolton,®
about the time of his contemplated expatriation to Jamaica, when he wrote the
following exquisite gem :—

FAREwELL To THE BRETHREN oF St. JaMES’s Lopae, TaRBOLTON,

Apizu! a heart-warm fond adieu !
Dear Brothers of the myastic fye!
Ye favor'd, ye enlighten'd few,
Companions of my social joy !
Tho’ I to foreign lands must hie,
Pursuing fortune’s slidd’ry ba’,
With melting heart, and brimful eye,
1’1l mind you still, tho’ far awa’.

Oft have I met your social band,
And spent the cheerful, festive night:
Oft, honor'd with supreme command,
Presided o’er the Sons of Light :
Aud by that hieroglyphic bright,
Which none but Crqfismen ever saw !
Strong mem’ry on my heart shall write
Those happy scenes when far awa’.

May freedom, harmony, and love,
Unite you in the grand design,
Beneath the Omaiscieat Eye above,
The glorious Archilect divine !
That you may keep th’ unerring line,
Siill rising by the plummet's law,
Till order bright completely shine,
Shall be my pray’r when far awa’.

*On this point Mr Robert Chambers, the well known literary antiquarian, gives the follow-
ing particalars :—* When the writer was at Tarbolton, in 1837, he was favored with a sight
of the minute book of the J.odge. The attendance of the Poet, appears to have been very
constant, even afier he had gone to Mossgiel, four miles distant. At the meeting of July 27,
1784, he appears for the first time as Deputy Master’, in which capacity he signs the minutes
for several subsequent years, as Burness, till March 1, 1786, after which the name appears
coutracted into the form in which it is now known all over the world. The attendance of
Professor Dugald Stewart, is noted on one or two occasions. The last entries of Burns’s
name in the books, are in May, 1738; he was then about to commence a settled matrimonial
life at Ellesland.”

10
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And you, farewell! whose merits claim,
Justly, that Aighest badge to wear!
Heav’n bless your honor’d, noble name,

To Masonry and Scotia dear !
A last request, permit me here,
When yearly ye assemble a’,’
Oune round, 1 ask it with a tear,
To him,—the Bard that 's far awa’.

This was in the summer of 1786. The poet recited, er rather chanted, the
% Farewell” to his Brethren in the St. James's Lodge, at the moment when his
chest was on its way to the vessel at Greenock. The effect upon them was im-
pressive, especially at the concluding verse.

The individual so emphatically addressed in the first four lines of the last stanzas,
was the worthy Brother, Sir John Whitefoord, of Ballochmyle, and of whom Burns
says, in a letter addressed to him, dated Edinburgh, December, 1787—* You are
the first gentleman in the country, who in his benevolence and goodness of heart,
has interested himself for me, unsolicited and unknown.” He appears to have
been Provincial Grand Master for Ayrshire, at the period the song was writter.
Burns, to his credit, never forgot his first friend, and in 1791, we find him ad-
dressing the following lines to Sir John, enclosing a copy of “Glencairn's La-
ment” :—

Thou who thy honor as thy God reverest,

Who, save thy mind's reproach, nought earthly fearest,
To thee this votive offering I impart,

The tearful tribute of a broken heart, &c.

The beautiful song, “The Farewell to the Braes of Ballochmyle,” was also
composed on the Whitefoords being obliged to part with that estate. How deli-
cately does the poet enter into their feelings of regret!

Low in your wintry beds ye flowers,
Again ye 'll flourish fresh and fair ;
Ye birdies, dumb in withering bowers,
Again ye 'll charm the vocal air,
But here, alas! for me na mair
Shall birdie charm, or flow'ret smile ;
Farewell the boonie banks of Ayre!
Farewell! farewell! sweet Ballochmyle.

Among the earliest, also, of his friends and patrons, was another member of the
Cannongate Kilwinning Lodge, Professor Dugald Stewart, who, while residing at
his seat, Catrine, in Ayrshire, during the month of October, 1786, was introduced
to Burns by their common friend and Brother in the Craf, Dr. John M’Kenzie.
From the latter being an intimate associate of the poet, it is probable that the
lines entitled, “Invitation to a Medigal Gentleman to attend a Masonic Anniver-
sary Meeting,”® were addressed to him. We give them here, rather because of
their relation to our subject, than for their poetic pretensions :—

*Mr. Chambers gives the following comments upon some of the points in this epistle:—
** The phrase Joknnic's morals,” says Dr. M'Kenzie, “ originated from some correspondence
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InviTaTION, ETC.

Friday first 's the day appointed,

By our Right Worshipful annointed,
To hold our grand procession ;

To get a blade o’ Johany’s morals,

And taste a swatch o’ Manson's barrels,
I’ the way of our profession.

Our Master and the Brotherhood
Wad 2’ be glad to see you;
For me I wad be mair than proud
To share the mercies wi’ you.
If death then, wi' skaith then,
Some mortal heart is hechtin,
Infoerm him, and storm him,
That Saturday ye 'll fecht him. Rossar Buaws,

Only one other piece of a Masonic character appears in his published poems,
and the original of which, i the poet’s hand writing, is in possession of Mr. Ga-
briel Neil, Glasgow, with the following note appended :—

% This Song, wrote by Mr Burns, was sung by him in the Kilmamock Kilwin-

i L?’dge, in 1786, and given by him to Mr. Parker, who was Master of the
ge.

It is entitled,

Tae Sons or OrLp KiLuie.
Tonz—Shawnboy.
Ye sons of old Killie, assembled by Willie,
To follow the noble vocation ;
Your thrifty old mother has scarce such another
To sit in that honored station.
I’ve little 0 say, but only to pray,
As praying 's the ton of your fashion:
A prayer from the muse, you well may excuse,
'T is seldom her favorite passion.

Ye powers who preside o'er the wind and the tide,
Who marked each element’s horder;

Who formed this frame with bencficent aim,
Whose sovereign statute is order ;

Berns and I had on the origin of morals ; and Manson’s barrels, to the small beer, of a very
superior kind, which the Brethren got from their landlord at dinner.?

* Manson’s,” continues Mr. Chambers, “ where the Lodge then assembled, iz a small one-
story house, of two rooms, adjoining to the back of that in which the Bachelor’s Club used
to meet; it is now a tavern. The author, on being conducted to it, could not view, without
strange feelings, the little stifling cottage-room in which a Brotherhood, containing such
men as Robert Burns and Dugald Stewart, had met tdprofess the maxims of a boundless phi-
lanthropy-~the place where the poet of human nature had taken that tearful farewell of his
companions—

* Adieu! a heart-warm fond adien,
Dear Brothers of the mystic tie.”
Vide Professor Wilson’s and Chambers’ Land of Burns.
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Within this dear mansion may wayward conteation,
Or withered envy ne’er enter;

May secrecy round be the mystical bound,
And Brotherly-Love be the centre!

Such are the few Masonic emanations of the muse of Robert Burns. Professor
Dugald Stewart furnishes us with some idea of his general conduct and address
within the walls of the Lodge. In the summer of 1787, there was a meeting of
the Marchline Lodge of Freemasons, at which the poet presided in person, and
the philosopher was one of the visitors. “He had occasion,” says Mr. Stewart,-
“to make some short unpremeditated compliments to different individuals, from
whom he had no reason to expect a visit, and every thing he said was happily con-
ceived, and forcibly, as well as fluently, expressed. If I arh not mistaken, he told
me that in that village, before going to Edinburgh, he had belonged to a small club
of such of the inhabitants who had a taste for books, when they used to converse
and debate on any interesting questions that occurred to them in the course of
their reading. His manner of speaking in public had evidently the marks of
some practice in extempore elocution.” We wish the worthy metaphysician had
reported some of the speeches of that evening, as well as sought to analyze the
mediate or immediate cause of the chairman’s facility of delivery. Doubtless
Burns had often made eloquent addresses, both at Masonic and other meetings,
whether in the capital or in the country, long after his first attempts in the little de-
bating society. His strong native sense and fine feelings were quite enough, with
such practice, to enable him to express himself with point and felicity, even when
taken by surprise, in any company ; his original genins supplied all oratory.

In the month of May, 1787, Burns made a tour of some of the border counties,
accompanied by the late Robert Ainslie, writer to the Signet in Edinburgh, a gen-
tleman of worth and originality of character. On their arrival at the little sea-
port town of Eyemouth, in Berwickshire, Burns and his fellow-traveller became
Royal Arch Masons. The circumstance was honorable to the Brethren of St.
Abb’s Lodge. In acknowledged compliment to the merits and genius of the
bard, a Special Chapter—or Encampment, as it seems to have been then termed,
perbaps from the R. A. degree being deemed the preliminary step to that of Knight
Templar—was convened, the proceedings of which are officially set forth in the
following extract from the minutes of the meeting :—

« Eyemouth, 19th May, 1787.
Y

“ At o General Encampment held this day, the following Brethren were made
Royal Arch Masons, viz.:—Robert Burns, from the Lodge of St. James, Tarbol-
ton, Ayrshire, and Robert Ainslie, from the Lodge of St. Luke, Edinburgh,—by
James Carmichael, William Grieve, Daniel Dow, John Clay, Robert Grieve, &c.
Robert Ainslie paid one guinea admission dues; but on account of R. Burns's
remarkable poetical genius, the Encampment unanimously agreed to admit him
gratis, and considered themselves honored by having a man of such shining abili-
ties for one of their companions.”

Thanks unto thee, O! excellent Scribe, E., whoe’er thou art, or rather alas!
wert, in that thou didst indite so satisfactory a memorial of kim, the much-to-be-
remembered among men and among Masons! And honored—thrice honored—be
your memory, most excellent Companions, Carmichael, Grieve, &c., in that ye
hailed and received with one voice, and heart, and hand, the advent among you
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of the Ayrshire ploughman, and conferred upon him, unhesitatingly, the highest
honors ye could bestow ; even as the Brethren of later times did hail and receive
into their Masonic mysteries, thy worthy follower in the poetic path, and successor
in the Bardship of the Cannongate Kilwinning Lodge, the Suepuxep or Er-
TRICK! Both now have been initiated into “the grand secret!” Peace be with
their ashes! .

Blessings be with them, and eterr.al praise,

The poets who on earth bave made us heirs

Of truth, and pure delight by heavenly lays.

Burns was assumed as a member of the Lodge, Cannongate Kilwinning,
on the lst of February, 1787, he being present in the I.odge at the time. The
proposal to admit him was made from the chair, and of course unanimously car-
ried. He is styled in the minutes, “a great poetic writer, and well known from a
late publication of his works, which have been universally commended.”

Previously to this, Burns had received gratifying general notice and attention
from the Craft in Edinburgh. In a letter of the date 14th January, 1787, he thus
writes to a friend :—

“] went to a Mason-Lodge yesternight, when the Most Worshipful Grand Mas-
ter, Charters, and the Grand Lodge of Scotland visited. The meeting was nu-
merous and elegant ; all the different Lodges about town were present, in all their
ponp. The Grand Master, who presided with great solemnity and honor to him-
self, as a gentleman and Mason, among other general toasts, gave, ¢ Caledonia,
and Caledonia’s Bard—Brother Burns,’ which rung through the whole assembly
with multiplied honors and repeated acclamations. AsIhad no idea such a thing
would happen, I was thunderstruck, and trembling in every nerve, made the best
return in my power. Just as I had finished, some of the Grand Officers said, so
loud that I could hear, with a most comforting accent, ¢ Very well, indeed ” which
set me something to rights again.”*

Though flattered for a while, and feasted, Burns, as all the world knows, re-
ceived but few substantial favors from his many professed friends and admirers,
either in the metropolis, or elsewhere. They allowed him cven to ercct at his
own expense, a head-stoue, with an inscription, over the grave of a kindred genius

*The éclat with which he was received at Edinburgh, did not prevent Burns from cherish-
ing his original warm interest in the affairs of his Mother-Lodge, as the following note, cp-
ied by Mr. Chambers, (the only remaining one of many letters, once in possession of the
Lodge), will show:—

“ Mg~ Axp Barruren—Iam tbmo? sorr{ itis not in my power to be at your Quarterly
Meeting. If I must be absent in , believe me I shall be present in spirit. 1 suppose
those who owe us monies, by bill or otherwise, will appear; I mean those we summoned. If
you pleasé¢, I wish you would delay prosecuting defaulters till I come home. The court is
up, and I will be home befora it sitsdown. Io the mean time, to take a note of who appear
and who do not of our faulty debtors, will he right, in my humble oﬁnnion, and thuse who

S

coufess debt and crave delay, I think we should spare them —Farewel
 Within your dear mansion may wayward contention,
Or withering envy ne’er enter;
May secrecy round be the mystical bound,
And Brotberly-Love be the centre.
(Signed,) RoserT Bumxs.
« Edinburgh, 23d August, 1787.”

How gently does the poet plead for the ** defaulters !”
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and Brother Mason, the poet Ferguson,—a youth who, after a short and meteor-
like course, in which he was gazed at for a time, like Burns, died miserably in the
twentyfourth year of his age. Nor was the memory of our bard (who died July
21, 1796) honored by any public monumental tribute, till about twenty years after
his death ; when the mausoleum at Dumfries was erected. T'rue it is, that shortly
after his decease, some of his friends in the Esculapian Club at Edinburgh, added
an iron plate to the tomb-stone which Burns had placed over poor Ferguson, with
the following verses on it, slightly altered from one of his own elegies :—

O, Robert Burns! the man! the Brother!

And art thou gone—and gone fur ever?

And hast thou cross’d that unknown river,
Life's dreary bound ?

Like thee where shall we find another,
The world around ?

Go to your sculptur’d tombs, ye great,

In a’ the tiosel trash o’ state:

But by the honest turf 1’1l wait,
Thou man of worth !

And weep the sweetest poel's fate
E'er lived on earth,

In 1820, through the exertions of the late lamented Brother, Sir Alexander Bos-
well, of Auchinleck,® another temple was dedicated to his honor, at Alloway-kirk,
Ayrshire, a spot rendered celebrated by his “ Tam o’ Shanter.” Four-and-twenty
Lodges in that county attended the procession at laying the foundation-stone,
which was placed by the P. G. M., Sir A. Boswell, who delivered an eloquent ad-
dress on the occasion. More recently & monument was erected at Edinburgh,
containing a statue of Burns from the chisel of Flaxman. Inthe words of Camp-
bell,

Farcwell, High Chief of Scottish song;

That could’st alternately impart
Wisdom and rapture in thy page,

And brand each vice with satire strong :

Whose lines are mottoes of the heart,
Whose truths electrify the sage:

Farewell, and ne’er may envy dare
To wring one baleful poison.-drop

From the crush’d laurels of thy hust ;
But while the lark sings sweet in air,
Still may the grateful pilgrim stop,

To Lless the spot that holds thy dust!

*This talented Brother was a poet of no mean genius. His Song of  Jenny’s Bawbee,™
and others, popular among the peasantry, promise perpetuity to hisname as a writer of Scot-
tish song.
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JUDGE ALLEN'S ADDRESS,

Delivered at Portsmoath, N. H., November 1st,* 1842, on the occasion of the Constitution of
 ALLeN Graxp Loogs or Pearxcrion.”

. WhenevER, in an intelligent and enlightened community, an association of
individuals set themselves apart from the rest of mankind, for the cultivation of a
Fc.rucular science, or for the exclusive performance of duties forbidden to their
ellows, if they would claim the countenance and support of the world, a decent
respect for the opinions of men, requires that they should exhibit for public exam-
ination, and judgment, the motives and priuciples by which they are actuated, and
the designs they propose to accomplish { their organization,

Devoutly expressing to the Giver of all Good, our humble acknowledgment for
the Divine blessing, in permitting us to assemble together upon this occasion, so
interesting to our Mystic Brethren, in accordance with a long honored custom, I

roceed to explain Lo you, briefly, some of the more prominent reasons which have
influenced the Brethren of this vicinity, in the esmglishment of a new and sepa-
rate association, for the cultivation of the higher degrees of ancient Craft Ma-

sonry.

. Confidently expecting from the liberality of this enlightened audience, all the
indulgence which chanty can give, to such of our views, as through the imperfec-
tion of human frailty, I may not be able to make plain und reasonable to their
comprehension, I proceed.

Firstly—To allude to the nature and antiquity of the order of Freemasonry in
general, and in the next place, to the motives which should influence, and the
character which should be sustained, by the sublime Brethren, now to be set apart
for an exalted station in the work of charity and benevolence.

_The fields of science, like the fields of a fertile country, are checkered and
diversified by the landmarks of appropriate allotments. As he who tills the soil
destines a particular portion to the growth of a specific production, so he who cul-
tivates letters, should trace out by distinct lines, the precise boundaries of the
particular science which he professes to teach. .

In pursuing my subject, I shall consider the whole mass of human wisdom as
comprised in the three great divisions of Natural, Mental and Moral Philosophy.

Physics is a science which deals with matter in its integral forms, and points
out properties which belong universally to matter, and those laws whose
operation is implied in the very definition of the term matter. .

It therefore includes Astronomy, Geography, Anatomy, Geometry or Architec-
ture, Chemistry, Optics, Statics and Hydrostatics, Pneumatics, Sculpture, Paint-
:)nfg. and the other liberal and useful arts, together with an immense assemblage

[ kindred sciences, clustering around the leading branches of this important di-
vision.

Mental Philosophy is the science of the ultimate causes of all being, consider-
ed to have for its object the highest truths respecting God, the world, nature, and
mind. Hence it comprises Poetry, Chronology, History, Grammar, Logic, Rheto-
ric, and the various other sciences which are the uliar subjects for the opera-
tion of the mind, and by the investigation of which, it is expanded and ennobled.

Mboral Philosophy, or Ethics, is the science of the moral nature and destiny of
man, of the motives and rules of human action as influencing the heart and affec-
tions, as well as the judgment, and of the ends to which they ought to be direct-
ed. Hence it treats of (;!:;d, Evil, Virtue, Vice, Pleasure, Pain, Rectitude, Equity,
Consciousness, Law, Obligation, Will, Liberty, Action, &c.

Most of these heads might be minutely subdivided, and with their numerous
branches and ramifications, and their connection with each other, constitute what-
ever is known, or can be conceived, of human learning. Some of them are aleo
to be referred to a different division, or class, when considered as a science, or as

*Erroneously stated in our last, November 15.
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an art. Thus Cheuistry, as taught in the schools, the explanation of its principles
by analysis and synthesis, is a science ; but when considered in its connection
with Agriculture, and the different trades and manufactures to which it is so uni-
versally applied, it is an art.

Musuc, in its original elements, the application of mathematical rules to its num-
bers, harmony and rythm, is a science, and one which in the highest degree pol-
ishes and adorns the mind. The application of its principles to instruments of
music, or to the voice, is an art. So Masoary, or Geometry, in its application to
Architecture, in the structure and embellishment of edifices adapted to the wants
of man, or the glory of his Creator, is an art, and as such is a branch of Natural
Philosophy.

But Speculative Misonry, as taught by our associations, for several centuries,
has relation entirely to the embellishment of the mind, and the cultivation of the
affections of the heart, and is, therefore, a science, and clearly belongs to the
third grand division of Moral Philosophy. At the earliest periods of which we
have any tradition, it was more exclusively an art, and devoted to the erection of
structures for the habitations and wants of man, and denominated Freemasonry,in
distinction to the servile labor of other crafis and trades.

In addition to historic records of the early ages, we have traditions which scarcely
admit of a doubt, proving the existence and organization of the Order, at the pe-
riod of the erection of the first Temple at Jerusalem. It is reasonable to suppose,
that such an immense assémblage of mechanics, could not have accomplished a
work of that magnitude and splendor, designed by a people so distinguished for
their intelligence, and so highly favored by their Creator for the worship of the
true God, and in which his name should dwell, except by the aid of the most per-
fect order and harmony. And that a prince endowed with superior wisdom by a
special act of God’s grace, to such a degree as to become a pattern through all
fature time, did so arrange each portion of his work, under different classes, and
bodies of workmen, as to bring every part at its completion, to the highest degree
of perfection of which it was susceptible. From the hewing of the stone in the
quaries, the cutting of the cedars in Mount Libanus, to the twining of purple and
fine linen, and the burnishing of the cherubim which covered the ark of God,
each portion of the work was so complete as to receive the sanction of the Most
High, and to become the blessed recipient of the divine favor, more precious than
fine rubies, the adiniration, the glory of the whole earth.

Dispersed at a subsequent period throughout the different portions of the globe,
through a long season of darkness and gloom, we can yet perceive, at distant and
uncertain intervals, traces of the same craft in various countries ; and before the
close of the third century of the Christian era, we find the establishment of the
Grand Lodge in England by St. Alban; from which period the evidences of the
existence and perpetuity of the Order become more perfect and conspicuous, to
the present period of its diffusion through every country which has become civil-
ized, and the cultivator of the liberal arts and sciences.

Wheu by the more general dissemination of knowledge, and the cultivation of
Geometry and architecture, the art of Masonry had ceased to be the exclusive
property of our associations, or corporations, the Order turned its attention more

* exclusively to the cultivation of certain moral and social duties, using its peculiar
organization, and secrets, as a bond of union for the promotion of the high and
holy duties it had now assumed to practice and to teacK.

I am aware that many learned and illustrious men of our Order, have claimed
for this branch of Masonry an antiquity much more remote than what is generally .
agsigned to it, and they have adduced much reasonable evidence in support of
their claims.  Yet I prefer to limit our pretensions to such period as can be read-
ily sustained by written authorities; deeming its antiquity of less importance,
since it is with its present principles and practice we have chiefly to do, and which
more nearly interests the community in which we live, and whose favorable opin-
ion we desire, and of which we should be justly proud.

From the few plain and simple, but useful duties, enforced upon the minds of

.
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the Brethren of the first degree, called Apprentices, and passing with higher and
heavier claims throngh each of the succeeding grades, to the fourteenth degree,
being called that of amnd Elect, and Perfect Masons, which we claim to be the
summit of Ancient Craft Masonry, and for which we claim an antiquity equal to
that of the three first degrees, viz. that of the time of the erection of Solomon’s
Temsle, though many of the circumstances upon which the Sublime system is
founded occurred at a period still more remote, anterior to the primeval flood, the
same system of morality, the same duties of charity, relief, and truth, are solemnly
inculcated by the strongest persuasives and motives, which can influence human
actions,—our duty to God, and promised blessings upon those who fulfil the divine
law and commandments.

These are facts which it would be an idle waste of time to attempt to prove to
the uninitiated; but which require no illustration in the mind of an accomplished
Mason, who is skilled in the history of the Ineffable degrees.

[The speaker here enters into an elaborate and able exposition of the history
and principles of the Institution; but the great length of this part of the address,
renders it impossible for us to find room for it in our present number. And we
prefer to omit the whole, rather than mar its excellence by giving disconnected ex-

tracts. After the Installation of the Officers, the address was continued as fol-
lows] :—

Finally, Brethren, I cannot take my leave of you upon this occasion, without
first endeavoring to impress upon your minds, the importance of the solemn en-
gagements you have assumed, and the responsibilities connected with the duties,
which are now to devolve upon you. The circumstances which have led to the
establishment of your fraternal association, are so unusual, that in a less enlight-
ened age, they might well have been deemed marvellous indeed. Yet, though ap-

aring to be the result of accident, who shall irreverently say, that they were not

esigned by your Heavenly Father to lead you by a way you knew not;” and
while affording an opportunity to perticipate in the pleasing duties of the most
Ancient and Perfect mysteries, at the same time to impress you with deep humil-
ity and sorrow for the frailty of your fellow-men, and with the importance of your
duty not only to them, but towards that Great and Good Being, wﬁg inhabits eter-
nity, and whose glorious attributes, whose ineffable essence, you are taught in un-
speakable wonder, to bow down and revere. :

Reflecting upon the causes which have placed you in a situation exalted among
your fellows, say not in the pride of your hearts, “ with my hands, I have done
this great work;” but rather with reverence and holy fear, “ Who putteth the
secret thoughts into the hearts of men to do good ?” Believing that you are call-
ed to become as a beacon of light to your less fortunate brethren, carefully fulfil
your calling by improving the opportunity afforded you, to advise and instruct
them in the great cause of universal rhnlnmhropy, 1n which they, with you, are
engaged to ‘romote the happiness of all menkind.

nstructed in the true character of the Divine Majesty, as taught by the godly
Enoch, who walked with God and was not, for God took him, and as continued to
be taught from his time by his patriarchal successors, neglect not that knowledge
which, if properly cultivated, leads {ou on in the path towards the attainment of
perfection, which, though unattainable in this world, you may humbly hope to be
clothed with hereafter. .

Pursuing your duties through life, amidst the trials and perplexities ever the
inseparable attendant of a transient existence, fail not to recur, at frequent and
fixed periods, to the glorious and certain object which you so ardently desire to
attain. Be just, be gentle, be good to all the world, especially to the humble who
are chastened and aglicted, for the promise that “ Angels are near them,” and that
“guch are those whom the Father loveth.”

Excluding every evil thought from the place where the greatest of treasures
are deposited, suffer no unhu%lowed footsteps to pass its threshold, or pollute its

11
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shrine. The bonds of private friendship, the thousand strong claims which hu-
man passions, and even human virtues, may twine around the heart, should never
induce you to permit impiety to enter the sacred vault.

Reflecting, that in the ordinary course of events, we shall never all meet again
upon this side of that sacred veil which shrouds us from the Majesty of Heaven,
I would fain linger in the courts of your tabernacle, and witness the performance
of 1y‘our rites; but duty forbids.

Taking my leave of you, Sublime Brethren, and not forgetting that the.bonds by
which we are bound, cemented b{ Virtue, even death cannot sever. It is impos-
sible to convey to you in human language the deep interest I feel for your prosper-
ity in this life, and your final prosperity in a better world. Having performed all
these duties enjoined upon you, important though they are, I should not acquit my-
self of my obligations towards you, if I did not lift up my parting voice to warn
you, that you would still come sgort of that perfection, whicE I s0 ardently desire
for your better portion. Seek then, I beseech you, beyond your mystic ceremonies,
that bright path to which they point, and which having obtained, * Patience shall
have done its perfect work.” gotanding in the relation which I do towards you, I
must claim you for that newer and better dispensation, before which all our myste-
ries, the practice of every attainable virtue, without God’s grace in the heart, are
but the types and shadows in this passing life, of the great, and glorious, and end-
less eternity which is to succeed it.

Brethren! Let your light so shine before the world, that men seeing your good
works may follow it ; and that when your labore, whether for good or for evil, shall
return to you again, as return they surely will, you can say with the holy servant
of the Most High, “ Establish thou, Oh God! our works upon us. Oh God! es-
tablish thou it.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

New Yorg, Dxc. 3, 1842

Rt. W. Br. Moore :—It is with great reluctance I have to disagree with your
review of the act of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, by which the subordinate
Lodges in that State are required to propose a question to candidates for initia-
tion into Masonry, touching their belief in the existence of a God, and a stafe of
Juture rewards and punisi . Your remarks upon the latter clause of the
question, to which you object, are perfectly correct, according to your construc-
tion of the question : It is to that construction I take exception.

It is due to you, and to the Fraternity, that I should at once state, that if I re-
garded {our opinion as of little or no importance, I should not take the trouble to
write a line upon the subject. It is because of the earnest desire I feel that
the “ Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine” should become a standard work of refer-
ence and authority, so long as its es hold together, and our Brethren depend
on others to do their thinking ; and not from any particular interest in the affairs
of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, that T attempt this slight vindication and ex-
planation of the act in question.

#» » » * . » L ] L] L]

As I understand “ the question” adopted by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, it
means simgly this, “ Do you believe in the existence of the eternal God, and that
virtue will be rewarded, and vice (or sin) will be punished ?” I take it that you bave
grounded your objection on a misconstruction of the question, supposing it in-
tended to inquire whether the candidate believe in a state of rewards and pun-
ishments after death. Thus givinf the construction of a second future tense to a
question of the ﬁrdﬂdw-e, which I think the Grand Lodge of Tennessee only in-
tended. Every candidate to whom it might be propounded, whatever his religious
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views, would answer it conscientiously : if he disliked the form, he could ask an
explanation ; but I do not think any man, with such a faith as would entitle him
to admission, would decline answering the question—the whole question—affirm-
atively. I do not know of the existence of any christian sect, I do not think the
individual exists, who believes in the existence of the Supreme and Eternal God,
and does not believe that virtuous actions will be appropriately rewarded, and
that those which are viscious (or sinful) will be punishe£ While one believes in
the Provxdeqce and supervision of Deity over the affairs of men, and looks for-
ward to the judgment day for the final distribution of the rewards and punish-
ments due to the righteous and the wicked ; and another believes that reward and
ggmmhmer_nt naturally follow every act of man, both believe, and each according to

18 conscientious understanding of the question, would answer it affirmatively.
Whether the reward and punishment follow in conformity to the Decalogue, or in
the course of nature, and the fixed relation between consequence and cause, each
individual has a faith of his own, and that is the point at which inquiry ceases
amongst Masons: but so long as each believes that reward—a state of happi-
ness, or punishment,—a state of sorrow and wo, follows ts cause, each believes “ in
a state of future rewards and punishments.” There can be, there is, no Christian
sect outside of these limits. .

There would be danger to Masonry in the toleration of any species of ultraism,

butif Masons are true to the original doctrines of the primitive Institution, they
cannot conduct to the altar an “ irreligious libertine,” and I trust the question may
never be agitated, how near a man may be to infidelity and yet entitled to enter
the Temples dedicated to Masonry “in the name of the Great Jehovah” There
could not fall upon the Institution a greater curse than an influx of infidelity.
And at the present day, when Infidelity is walking barefaced through the world,
the Masonic Institution, while it owns [a belief in God for*] its foundation, (as
you have done for it in your article on the controversy between the Grand Lodges
of New York and Berlin,) may sometimes find it necessary to check its inroads,
lest not only the landmarks, but the neutral ground of the Order be altogether
“trodden under foot” and desecrated by the destructive interpolations and abridg-
mendts of the “ rational inquirers” and other “moral reformers” of this enlight-
ened age.
. I'have no reason to suppose that the Grand Lodge of Tennessee have been
impelled by any urgent necessity of this kind. I hope mnot; but they probably
have had some sufficient reason for the adoption of the question, (“as I under-
stand it,”) which, after all, is by no means so new as you seem to suppose.

Amongst the Grand Lodges of this continent, few, very few, have manifested a
more earnest zeal for the revival of the pure principles and practices of the An-
cient Craft than the Grand Lodge of I'ennessee. Under the guidance of one
of the most enlightened Masons in the West, they arc rallying their forces for the
establishment of their branch of the GREAT FRATERNITY on a basis of Wisdom,
Strength, and Beauty. AW,

REMARKS.

We publish the preceding communication with great pleasure. We have taken
the liberty to strike out a few sentences, which we have thought were uncalled
for, and having no relevancy to the question under consideration, would tend only
to embdrrass its discussion. We have but few words to say in reply to our corres-
pondent. Before saying those few words, however, we take occasion to remark,
that the writer is a Brother for whose opinions on all Masonic matters, we enter-

*We have inserted these words to supply an accidental omission in the manuscript. We
presume they convey our correspondent’s meaning.—Eb.
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tain the highest respect, and whose apprebation we shall always be most happy to
deserve.

He says :—“ Your remarks upon the latter clause of the question to which you
object, are perfectly correct, according to your construction of the question. Itis to
that construction I take exception.”

This reduces the controversy to very narrow limits. If by a “ fulure slate of
rewards and punishments,” is meant that state which exists afier death, our “con-
struction” and “remarks,” in the opinion of our correspondent, are “ perfectly cor-
rect.” Ounthe contrary,if by a “ fulure state of rewards and punishments,” is meant
that “state” in the present life, in which “ rewards and punishments” are said to fol-
low as the consequences of good and evil, then our “ construction” is wrong, and our
remarks out of place. There are two ways of settling this question. The first is,
by an appeal to the ordinary acceptation of the terms employed; and secondly, to
the sense in which the Grand Lodge of Tennessee designed to be understood.
In respect to the first : We say, the Presbyterians, the Calvinists, the Episcopalians,
believe in a “state of future rewards and punishments.” What do we mean?
Why, that according to the belief of these several denominations of Christians,
the soul will be punished after death, for the sins committed in the body; or in
other words, that the sins committed in the present, must be atoned for in the fu-
ture, state of existence. There is no controversy in the community as to this in-
terpretation of the phrase, when used by a religious denomination, whatever there
may be in respect to the opinion it conveys. And we do not admit the right of
our correspondent, on no better authority than mere presumption, to give to it a
different construction, when employed by a moral association.

As to the fuct, in respectto the sense in which the “question” is designed to be
understood, we offer the following extract of a letter, signed by members of the
Grand Lodge of Tennessee. For reasons which need not be here explained, we
omit the signatures:—

“ —, OcT. 25, 1842.

“C. W. MooRrg, DEaR Bno'rnsn,—-Welwe you will pardon the liberty we take
in addressing you this communication. e feel arsured that you will do so,
when apprised of our object, which is to call your attention to a resolution adopt-
ed at the last meeting of the Grand Lodge in this State, requiring subordinate
Lodges to propound this question to candidates for the privileges of Ma-
sonry, viz :—

“ ¢Do you seriously declare upon your honor, that you believe in the existence
of a God, and a state of future rewards and punishments.!

“ We are of opinion that a candidate should be required to give his assent only
to the belief ¢ in the existence and Providence of God,’—an inch further than this
will lead to endless innovations,—destroy the universality of the Institution, im-

ir its usefulness, and incorporate a degree of sectarianism that must ultimately

estroy the landmarks that have thus far preserved it unharmed from generation
to generation.”

We presume our correspondent will admit the above to be decisive, as to the
“construction” designed by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee to be given to the in-
terpolation in question. The writers are intelligent and active Brethren,—mem-
bers of that Grand Lodge. They cannot be mistaken as to the meaning intended ;
and they speak of the clause as an “innovation,” which, if allowed, may lead to
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others of greater magnitude, tending to “ destroy the universality of the Institu-
tion,” and to give to it a “ sectartan” character.

If “ A. W.s” construction were correct, there would be nothing “sectariau”
about it, nor would there be any thing in it affecting the “ universality” of the In-
stitution. The question would then admit of an answer in which all men, of every
religious belief; except the “stupid atheist,” might agree. We 'should rejoice to
know that the Grand Lodge of Tennessee will accept this construction. We fear,
however, that while they cannot but regard our correspondent’s argument as in-
genious, they will decide that his deduction from it is inadmissible. His benevo-
lence of heart has, we cannot doubt, prompted him to offer an apology for an act
which his judgment does not approve. What he says of the great respectability of
the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, and of its intelligent and accomplished Grand
Master, meets with our full and hearty approval. It is all true and well deserved.
But all this does not change the character of the act in question, nor remove any
of the objections which lie against it.

The following is from one of the most active and intelligent Brethren in New
Hampshire.

“PorTsmouTH, N. H,, Nov. 30, 1842

“Dxar BrorEER—DOo not think I have forgotten you, or that my fraternal feel-
ings towards you have in the least degree diminished, because I have so long ne-
glected to write you. I have been during the past season, and am now, much em-
ployed not only in my daily business, but also in matters concerning our beloved
Institution. I thank you most cordially for the pleasure I receive and enjoy
monthly in reading your Magazine. And since perusing the number for Decem-
ber, which has already been received, I am more strongly convinced than before,
of its great importance to the welfare of Freemasonry in our country. An im-
mense amount of error as to the true and real nature, design and objects of the
Order, I fear, exists even among the members of the Fraternity. Evidence of the
correctness of this opinion, I think, is found in the late proceedings of the Grand
Lodge of Tennessee, in requiring from candidates for initiation an avowal of their
belief in a state of future rewards and punishments. Why not require a belief in
the tenets of the Romish Church, or in any of the peculiar and distinctive doc-
trines of either of the numerous sects of Protestants, or even in Mormonism, as a
qualification for admission to the Order.

An adoption of a qualification like either of the latter, would not conflict more
with the established and invaluable landmarks of the Order, than that adopted by
the Grand Lodge of Tennessee. I am thankful that you occupy a station, which
enables you to sound the alarm; and I trust the remarks you made in the last
Magazine, relativeto this subject, will arouse the Brotherhood throughout the land,
to an earnest inquiry into the true nature and principles of our venerable and be-
loved Institution. I hope most sincerely that our Tennessee brethren, and all
others who have a disposition to add to the qualifications of candidates, as establish-
ed by the Constitutions of the Order, will calmly and dispassionately look into,
and investigate, this subject ;—if this course be pursued, we have nought to fear.”
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CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND LODGE OF KENTUCKY.

WeE take great pleasure in laying the following communication before our
readers. It is from the pen of our esteemed personal and Masonic friend, the
Rev. PauL DEan, late of this city,—a Brother favorably known to the Fraternity
in all parts of the country, and whose opinions on all Masonic subjects, will re-
ceive, as they deserve, the highest consideration and respect of the Brotherhood.
Our readers will find the questions discussed, stated in the last number of the

Magazine, page 57. :
' % WESTMINISTER, Mass., DEc. 9, 1842,

“ BR. Moorx,—I observe in the last number of your Magazine, a notice of the
new Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, respecting which I propose to
make a few remarks. But, regarding as I do, with perfect respect the conven-
tional and equal rights of the several States of this Union to govern Masonry
within their respective territories, as well as those higher rights of “ancient con-
stitution and usage,” by which all should be alike governed; and entertaining as
I do, for that State, which has given to the country and to the Fraternity so many
illustrious men and Masons, the profoundest regard and kinduoess ; nothing, I say,
must be taken in the light of rebuke, but as the honest and friendly expression of
a difference of opinion, where all aim to be right.

First. As to the code of “constitutional rules for the govermnent of the
Grand and Subordinate Lodges of the State.” It is doubtless the result of much
research, consideration and interest for the prosperity of the Institution, made and
felt by the Committee who reported it, ang the Lodge that adopted it. But]
would merely suggest, that Musonic Constitutions should not be too elaborate and
descend too far into such details and circumstances as are liable to change. This
would not fail to conduce to controversy and alterations of the code. n%Vould it
not be more Masonic to leave the Brethren to be governed more by the “ ancient
usages of the Craft,” and their own good sense, as good men and true, admitting
that those who come after us may be as good, and wiser than we ?

Second. It does not appear to me that the Legislative duties of the Grand
Lodge, which are supposed to be not only interesting to the State, but to Masons
and Masonry in general, should be dependent on subordinate Lodges, as by
Art. 2d. The Grand Master, other Grand Officers, and those of such subordi-
nate Lodges, or their proxies, as choose to attend, should be competent to these
services of the Craft. But it was my principal object to express to you my views
of the 17th Article, which is in these words :—

“ All matters of controversy before the Grand Lodge, shall be determined by a
majority of votes, that is to say, the Grand Master, or presiding officer, having
one vote ; the Grand Wardens, for the time being, collectively, one vote ; the
Past Grand Masters, collectively, one vote ; Past Masters, collectively, one vote ;
and the officers (or their representatives,) of each subordinate Lodge, collectively,
one_vos,e. It is understood, however, that no Brother can vote in a double ca-
pacity.

There can be no “ matters of controversy before the Grand Lodge” save such
as are truly Masonic—others have no place there—and these should be settled ac-
cording to the preat “ landmarks and usages” of the Order. Hence it becomes
the dux of the Grand Lodge to call to its aid in the discussion and decision there-
of, all the wisdom and experience of its present and -Past Grand Officers, and
other members. The object of a vote on such inatters, is to obtain a clear expres-
sion of the opinion and feeling of the whole Grand Lodge, on the subject before
it ; and any vote which fails to do this, is clearly unjust to the parties, to the
Lodge, and to the whole Fraternity, who are liable to be injured by such improper
¢ determination” of the matter. The method of distributing Masonic power
among the members of the Grand Lodge, as ordained by this article, is, not only
in violation of general Masonic usage, but absurdly unequal. It gives one mem-
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ber a whole vote, to others a fractional part—one half, one third, or one fourth of a

vote, and to others no vote at all. But I complain of this inequality, not o much

on account of the members who have a right to be treated as equals, as on account

of the Lodge and the Fraternity, who have a right to the benefit of a whole vote

from each member present. Again. Let us look at this inequality in another

light. Supgose that at a full meeting of the Grand Lodge, the question should be

brought up by some fanatic in the shape of a Brother, of throwing off the yoke

of the Grand Lodge, or of dividing its funds among the subordinate Lodges.

Suppose also that at this meeting there were represented twenty subordinate

Lodges. After debate, eloquent %iscussion had, “landmarks” appealed to by

aged, honored and experienced members, and the disgraceful miscgief of the ex-

ample on the whole Friternity, urged by the ’Purest Masonic feeling: Well, after
all thig, how will the “ matter of controversy” be determined ? “ By a majority of
votes,” And how stands the power to vote? Thus it stands—The Grand Mas-
ter, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Wardens, other Grand officers—Past Grand
Masters, and Past Masters—these on one side have four votes! viz. the G. Master
1, Wardens 1, all the P. G. Masters 1, all Past Masters 1,equalto 4. On the other
side, there are the officers of twenty subordinate Lodges, or their representatives,
who have 20 votes, viz. : those of each Lodge collectively, 1 vote, equal to 20 votes ;
8o the power will stand as 20 to 4, between the parties. And moreover, I take
leave to think, that in addition to the above named objections to the principles of
the rule, they will find it a very impracticable matter to vote according to it. If
they take the vote in the old fashioned Masonic way, by round ballots, how are
those fractional parts of votes to be taken; or how are several persons of differ-
ent views to vote, collectively, and honestly, and yet give but “ one vote ?”

As to “ no Brother” having power to “vote in a double cnpwit{,” it were hard-
ly worth whijle to name that, in a Lodge where only one member has a whole vote,
and that, the Grand Master. It is good luck there,to have “one vote,” i. e. a
right to vote in one capacity.

This method of voting, adopted by the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, is certainly
a very novel one; and although they may regard it as a great improvement, yet I
cannot but hope they will think proper to re-commit the subject for revision, and
adopt one, that has less of seeming policy, art and plan; and one that, being free
from the above objections, shall give a full and free expression of the Masonic
wisdom, experience and virtue of the honored Grand Lodge of that excellent
State. Yours, &c. P.D.

MASONIC SONNET.

WanpzriNa, unknown, perchance distrest,
A Pilgrim vainly seeking rest,
The busy mart he ranges o’er,
Sees Commerce ope her shining store,
Pour’d from the gallant barks, that roll
Through ploughed.-up seas; with moisten'd eye
He gazes on the blazonry
Of foreign pomp unheedingly ;
The iron 's in his soul.
But ah! what magic spell is here?
‘What beacon-light his soul to cheer 7—
The Mason grasps a Brother’s hand !
That soil to him is fatherland, *
Hurrah! for Masoxay.
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MASONIC INTELLIGENCE.

ENGLAND.

Tar Rev. Dr. OLiver.—This gentleman is one of the most eminent Masons
in Europe. He has been for many years, the Deputy Provincial Grand Master
for Lincolnshire (England); but, for causes which it is not material to state, but
which, in our jhdgment, in no respect affect his moral or Masonic character, he
has recently been dismissed from office by his superior, the Right Hon. C. T.
D’Eyncourt, Prov. Grand Master for the Province named. Mis removal has given
very general dissatisfaction to the Brethren in England, who are about to present
him with some suitable testimonial of their esteem; as will be seen by the follow-
ing resolutions, cut from the London Times of 3d Nov., and kindly sent us by an
unknown Brother, who will please accept our thanks for his courtesy. They were
“unanimously adopted” by the Prov. Grand Lodge for Lincolnshire, and are there-
fore the more honorable to the distinguished Brother to whom they refer :—

W “Present the Right Hon. C. T. D’Eyncourt, M. P., and a very numerous assem-
age.

pe That this P. G. L. entertain the warmest feelings of gratitude towards the
Rev. George Oliver, D. D., late D. P. G. M. for Lincolnshire, for his unwearied
and successful efforts to promote the best interests of Freemasonry in general,
and in this ]provincé in particular, and for the unequalled talent, research, and in-
dustry displayed by him as a Masonic writer.”

“That being duly impressed with a sense of his great public, private, and social
virtues, this P. G. L. cannot but deegl{ lament the loss of the very valuable ser-
vices of Brother Oliver as D. P. G. M., the duties of which office he for many
years discharged so as to gain the veneration and esteem of the Brethren gener-
ally, and to call forth repeated marks of approbation from the P. G. M.”

“That the sum of five guineas be paid from the fundsof this P. G. L. in aid of
the subscription now raising for the purpose of presenting to Brother Oliver ‘a
Masonic oﬂ‘erin%,’ as a mark of fraternal regard and of grateful acknowledgment
of his invaluable services in the cause of Masonry.”

IRELAND.

The Lodge of Concord, No. 40, at Belfast, has recently fitted up a new and
beautiful Hall, the apartments hitherto occupied by it having been found in-
conveniently small for the ceremonies of the Craft, as well as of the Royal Arch
Chapter and Encampment of Knights Templars connected with it. The new”
Hall is situated in Donegal-Square, having a porch inscribed with the mystic
words “ AUDI, VIDE, TACE,” opening to the square with vestibules, &c. The
Hall is thirty feet long by twentyfive wide, and is fitted up with an imitation of
oak pannelling, in Gothic arches of the style of the thirteenth century, with ap-
propriately erected stalls or seats for the members. As this part of the arrange-
ment of the Hall has been made with reference to the period when the Knights

_Templars were patrons of the Order of Freemasons, an escutcheon with a Red

Cross is emblazoned over the back of each stall; and it is intended that each
Knight of the Commandery attached to the Lodge, shall suspend a banner with
his coat-of-arms over his stall. The throne of the W. Master is also covered
with a Gothic canopy, and is raised on a crimson dais. In the west, at the door,
are placed the two mystical pillars, supporting two globes of light,
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SCOTLAND.

Tae Vicroria Harr.—During the late visit of the Queen to Scotland, and
while stopping at the Castle in Edinburgh, the foundation stone of the Victoria
Hall, and the buildings erecting for the accommodation of the General Assembly,
in that city, was laid by Lord Frederick Fitzclarence, G. C. H., Grand Master
Mason of Scotland. The other officials present were— .

The Earl of Buchan, Acting Deputy Grand Master, in the absence of Lord
Glenlyon; Patrick M. Stewart, Esq., M. P., Acting Substitute Master; J. Whyte
Melville, Esq., of Mount Melville, Senior Grand Warden; Sir David Kinloch,
Bart., Acting Junior Grand Warden; W. A. Laurie, Esq., Grand Secretary ;
John Maitland, Esq., Grand Clerk; T. Graham Dundas, Esq., Senior Deacon;
W. Baillie, Esq., younger, of Polkemmet, Junior Deacon; Rev. Alexander Stew-
art, of Douglas, Grand Chaplain; J. Gillespie Graham, Esq., of Orchill, Acting
Architect ; Wm. Cunningham, Esq., Grand Jeweller; Robert Gilfillan, Esq.,
Grand Bard, &c.

His Lordship, besides the Grand Lodge, was accompanied by about three hun-
dred of the Brethren, composed of many deputations from Lodges in the pro-
vinces. The Queen, as she passed to and from the Castle, noticed in an especial
manner the Grand Master, by repeatedly bowing to him, and waving her hand.
The ceremony within the great tower of the hall, though short, was most solemn,
and the addreeses of the Grand Master and the Grand Chaplain were couched in
terms at once elegant and impressive, in the course of which, allusion was made
to the auspicious occasion of her Most Gracious Majesty’s visit. The Grand
Master, on his return to the hall of the High School, returned thanks for the sup-
port he bad received from the assembled Brethren, in a speech replete with good
feeling and good taste, A gallery was fitted up for the accommodation of the
fair sex, among whom we noticed the Countess of Glasgow, Lady Augusta Fitz-
clarence, and a numerous assemblage of beauty and fashion.

The following is the inscription of the plate deposited in the stone :—

“To the glory of God, in honor of the Queen, on the 3d day of September, in
the year of our Lord Mpcccxwn, the day of our Most Gracious Majesl‘t‘y, Queen
Victoria, visiting the City of Edinburgh, the Ri%l:’t Hon. Sir James Forrest, of
Comiston, Bart., Lord Provost, the Rev. David Welsh, D. D., Moderator of the
Assembly, the foundation-stone of this superb structure, to be called Victoria
Hall, for the use of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, was laid
by the Right Hon. Lord Frederick Fitzclarence, C. C. H., &c., Grand Master

ason of Scotland, in presence of the Grand Lodge and other Mason Lodges.
James Gillespie Grabam, Esq,, of Orchill, Architect. John Lind, master-builder
of the Hall. Length of building from east to west, 141 feet. Height of spire
over the cntrance, 241 feet.”

Pitiation of Lord Adolphus Fitzclarence.—On Tuesday, the 13th September,
there was holden by the ancient Lodge of Edinburgh, Mary’s Chapel, No. 1, an
Especial Lodge of Emergency, for the express purpose of initiating Lord Adol-
phus Fitzclarence into the mysteries of the Craft. His Lordship was accompan-
ied by his brother, Lord Frederick Fitzclarence, Grand Master for Scotland; Sir
James Forrest, Bart., of Comiston, Past Grand Master; Sir Thomas Dicke Lau-
der, Bart.; John Maitland, Esq., Grand Clerk; W. A. Laurie, Esq., Grand Secre-
tary ; together with twenty members of the Grand Lodge, and about one hundred

12
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Brothers of the Lodge No. 1. The hall was tastefully decorated for the occasion,
and after the ceremony had been completed, and the illustrious candidate had
been admitted as a Brother, the Brethren sat down to an elegant cold collation.
The usual loyal toasts were drunk; and the Master of the Lodge, in a speech re-
plete with good feeling, proposed the health of the Grand Master, who in the
course of his reply, complimented the office-bearers very highly for the efficient
and dignified manner in which they had discharged their solemn and important
duties, and said that it afforded a gratifying proof of the abiding nature of Free-
masonry to find so ancient a Lodge so highly respected, and under such excel-
lent management. The song of “ Scotia’s bonny Queen’s come,” set to music
by Bro. Peter M. Lend, was presented to the noble Brothers, together with a copy
to the Queen, which Lord Adolphus said he would take an early opportunity of
laying before her Majesty. Altogether, the meeting was remarkable for the de-
lightful harmony of feeling which is always to be found among the Fraternity;
and the whole scene must have made an impression on the minds, not only of the
illustrious Brothers, but on all who witnessed it, which will not be easily effaced

UNITED STATES.
TENNESSEE.

The annual communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Tennessee, was be-
gun and held at the Masonic Hall, in Nashville, on the first Monday in October
last. Twentyeight Lodges were represented. The Grand Lodge having been
opened in ample form, the M. W. Grand Master delivered an appropriate and in-
teresting address, from which we make the following extracts:—

On meeting you on the present occasion in Grand Communication, I again con-
gratulate you on the increasing prosperity of ourtime-honored Institution. Since
the last special meeting in July, I have received from various parts of the State
the most satisfactory assurances of an increased attention to the duties of Ma-
sonry, and I flatter myself, that the transactions of that meeting have had a whole-
.some influence, by infusing a fresh spirit into the members of the Order, and a
strong desire to maintain its principles, and transmit them unimimired to future
ages. The harmony which then prevailed affords the most conclusive evidence
of the value of our-Order when its principles are properly appreciated.

» - * L 4 L [ ] * LJ *

It affords me much satisfaction to communicate, that the design of erectinga
Masonic Asylum for the maintenance and eduoation of the indigent orphans
of Masons, meets with the general approbation of the Fraternity, and that a fa-
vorable site may be obtained for its location. I am induced to believe that all the
Lodges in the State will heartily co-operate with the Grand Lodge in carrying
out the design of erecting this noble charity, and that the foundation of this be-
nevolent work, which will constitute an era in the Masouic history of Tennessee,
may be laid at a much earlier period than was anticipated at the last meeting of
the Grand Lodge, even by the most sanguine. On this subject & proper feelin
seems to animate every member of the Order to whom it has been communicated.
A geuerous sympathy for the condition of the lonely and helpless orphan, I feel
assured, will 1nduce every true Mason to aid a causé which, while it will relieve
distress, will rear up to usefulness, man{ a youth who might be lost to himself
and his country. What enterprize can be more noble? what effort more praise-
worthy, can engage the attention of the Order, or enlist the generous impulses of
the philanthropist? Its successful accomplishment will securely plant the pillars
of our Order, in the hearts of those who are mot united to us by cge wystic tie, and
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still more endear the Institution to those who participate in its privileges and en-
joy its advantages. On reference to the proceedings of the different Grand
iodfﬁ, which will be laid before gou by the Grand Secretary, you will find that
similar measures have been adopted by other Grand Lodges, particularly those of
Kentucky, Missouri and Alabama, to which I refer you. With regard to the lo-
cation of the conterplated Asylum, in this State, a separate report will be sub-
witted, explaining the conditions upon which it may be obtained.

Among the other unfinished business of the special session, I invite your at-
tention to the question, whether “an expulsion from an Encampment of Knights
Templars or a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, shall affect the standing of a
Brother in a Blue f.odge.” his subject has been brought before other Grand

ges, and is one of no little importance to the Order, as it may at some future
time have an influence upon the harmonious action of the different bodies of
Masons, who although under separate jurisdictions, are but parts of the same
great whole. By reference to the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New
York (p. 48,) it will be seen, that the Grand Egncampment, and Grand Chapter of
New YP rk, have adopted concurrent resolutions, by which they require “their
subordinate bodies to exclude all members suspended or expelled from Lodges
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of & ew York,” and that a resolution
was introduced in Grand Lodge, “to adopt a reciprocal resolution excluding all
members suspended or expelled by the Grand Encampment and Grand Chapter
of that State.™ Without further remark I leave this subject to your decision, in
the expectation that you will duly weigh and consider it in all its bearings, and
act accordingly.

I recommend to your consideration a proposition emanating from the Conven-
tion of Delegates from a number of Grand Lodges in the United States, held in
the City of Washington, in March last, that “ each Grand Lodge appoint one or
more skilful Brethren, who shall meet at Baltimore on the second Monday in May
1213, to agree upon the course of instruction necessary and proper to be impart-
ed to the Lodges, and the Fraternity in their several jurisdictions, and who shall
be required to convene once in three years thereafter, to compare their lectures
and correct variations.” .

On the subject of uniformity of work I offered some reflections in my last
communication ; its importance to the Order in detecting and preventing imposi-
tion, and in imparting correct Masonic knowledge, must be obvious to every Ma-
son, however limited or superficial may be his information with regard to his
doties and obligations; but what may be the best means of attaining that end
should be a matter of serious deliberation. The measure proposed, as stated
above, if carried out by the Grand Lodges in the United States, would, in my
opinion, have an important influence, if not a positive tendency, to introduce
what is so much to be desired—entire uniformity throughout all our Lodges,
in the mode of work, and a correction of those errors whicﬁ have crept in through
ignorance or carlessness. Although we may have uniformity throughout our own
fodges, there is still something wanting which can best be obtained by adopting
the plan suggested. Whatever expenses may be incurred would be amply com-
pensated by the advantages to be derived. While on this subject permit me to
call your attention, as suggested in my last communication, to the expediency of
appointing two or more lecturers to visit the subordinate Lodges, and instruct
them in the mode of work whick may be adopted. The sooner such appointments
can be made the better, for the benefit of the Lodges.

L * * » * * #» * L

Since the last Grand Annual Communication, by virtue of the authority in me
vested, I have issued dispensations for seven new Lodges, a list of which, with
the date of their issue, and a list of the officers will be laid before you by the
Grand Secretary. I attended in person, and constituted the Lodges at Charlotte

*Was this resolution ever passed by the Grand Lodge of New York 7—Eo.
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and Lebanon, and it gives me tgleamre to state, that the best spirit was manifested
by the Brethren composing these Lodges, a favorable auguary of their future
usefulness. I have also received petitions for dispensations to open new Lodges
at Wesley, in Hayward county, and at Raleigh in Shelby county. As these pe-
titions were received but a few days since, I have thought proper to refer them to
our immediate action. The number of dispensations granted and applied for,
indicate in the strongest language, an increasing interest for the cultivation and
dissemination of the principles of our beneficent Order.
# . #» ‘e [ * L] L] .
Having presented to your consideration such matters as have occurred to me,
permit me, in conclusion, to remark, that in the great work of elevating our In-
stitution, every individual Brother, as well as every Lodge, has certain duties to
perform, which are clearly pointed out. The credit of the Order, and its reputa-
tion in the eyes of the world, depend more upon the conduct of individual mem-
bers, than the conduct of Lodges as such. The acts of the individual are before
his neighbors ; those of the Lodge are secret, and can properly be known only to
the initiated. Hence the Lodge may inculcate the virtues of temperance, chari:‘y,
friendship and Brotherly love; but if these virtues are disregarded in private life,
the worlg will be justified in the conclusion that Masonry has little, or no influence,
upon the conduct of its members. The propriety then, of acting in conformity
with the injunctions of our Order, as near at least, as human frailty will permit,
must be obviousto all. To be useful, each member must feel the force of its pre-
cepts upon his mind and heart, and if they thus act, our Order will stand the
scrutiny of talents and of time.

The several subjects discussed in the address were referred to select commit-
tees, with permission to report by resolution or otherwise.

The following report was read by the Grand Master and concurred in by the
Grand Lodge :—

The undersigned, one of the Committee, appointed at the special meeting of
the Grand Lodge in July last, tg collect and report information on the subject of
the contemylated Masonic Orphan Asylum, begs leave to state, that owing to the
ill health of a member of his family, and his necessary vocations, he has been
unable to give that attention to the subject which its interest and importance de-
mands, and which was doubtless expected from him. He has, however, addressed
letters to several Brethren in other States, where a similar project has engaged
the attention of the Fraternity, but as yet he has received no reply.

He begs further to state, that since the last meeting, he has ascertained that a
location already furnished with necessary and convenient buildings may be ob-
tained upon favorable terms. The location alluded to is in Wilson county, about
seven miles from Lebanon, at a place known as the “ Big Spring.” The tract of
Jand contains about fourteen acres ; on it _are buildings originally erected for an
Academy, which consist of a centre building of brick, with two wings also of
brick, each containing six rooms sufficient for the comfortable accommodation of
twentyfour pupils. There is also a contiguous frame house for a family or board-
ing house. This property, which I understand is in good condition, may be had
for about $2000, and very probably for a sum considerably less, say from $1,500
to $1,800. It is held by stockholders, all whom are willing to surrender a good
m of their interest to aid in carrying out the benevolent desig.:: of the Grand

ge. If thought advisable, an additional quantity of land may be obtained.

A more desirable site could not be obtained ; first, on account of its central sit-
uation ; second, because of the buildings already thereon, which are suitable to
the purpose, and third, because of its situation in & part of the State remarkable
for its healthfulness. In the midst of a ll))ulous and highly respectable neigh-
borhood, the morals of the orphans wonldpo e protected, as they would be out of
the reach of that influence which is found to operate in the immediate vicinity of
large towns. . All of which is respectfully submitted.
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THE LATE MOSKES STEPHRENS.

The Committee appointed at the last annual communication, to cause a Monu-
ment to be erected to the memory of the lamented Brother above named, and who
was favorably known to many of our Brethren in this vicinity, submitted the fol-

lowing
REPORT.

That they bave discharged that duty, and caused a Monument to be erected
over the remains of their late valued and lamented Brother, which now repose in
the cemetery in the vicinity of Nashville. The foundation of the Monument
was laid in ample form by the M. W. G. Master, on the 27th day of December,
1841, in the presence of a large number of the Brethren and sympathising friends,
to whom our late Grand Secretary was endeared by the many virtues which adorn-
ed his character as a man and a Mason. The expeunse of erecting this Monu-
ment was borne jointly by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, and the Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of Tennessee.

CONVENTION OF GRAND LECTURERS.,

The committee on so much of the Grand Master’s address, as relates to this
subject, submitted the following report and resolutions, which were adopted :—

“ ReporT:—That they have carefully examined the proceedings of the Con-
vention at Washington in March last, furnished them by the Grand Secretary, of
this Grand Lodge, and that they most cheerfully concur in the views of the mem-
bers of that Couvention in relation to the establishment of & uniform mode of
work for all the Lodges of the United States, the great object fur which said Con-
vention was first recommended, and for the purpose of accomplishing the main
object of that Convention, and of observing strictly the ancient Landmarks of
our Order, your committee, by way of showing the deep interest they feel in es-
tablishing a uniform system of ceremonies and lectures, beg leave to offer the fol-
Jowing resolutions :

“ Resolved, That this Grand Lodge will send a Delegate to the Convention to

meet at Baltimore on the second Monday in May next.

“ Resolved, That the M. W. Grand Master be requested to act as Delegate to
said Convention, and if unable to do so, that he appoint a substitute.

% Resolved, That this Grand Lodge recommend to the Convention at Baltimore,
the appointment of a suitable Brother to visit Foreign Lodges, for the purpose of
gaining Masonic information.”

@GRAND LODGE CERTIFICATES.

The report of the Committee on Foreign Communications, containing the fol-
lowing recommendation, was adopted :—

“ The Committee have reason to believe from the notice thatthe different Grand
Lodges have taken of the subject, and from other circumstances, that there are a
great number of unworthy Masons travelling from one section of the country to
another upon the charity of the Institution, to which they are a disgrace, and be-
lieving that extending facilities to such, will result in serious injury to the Insti-
tation ; they therefore recommend that all the Lodges working under the juris-
diction of this Grand Lodge, beé required to demand of all such, a certificate of
the Grand Lodg'e that they hail from, and if they fail to produce it, not to grant
the desired aid.

ORPHAN ASYLUM.

The following resolutions were adopted by the Grand Lodge:

“ Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed with full power, in the name
of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, to purchase the site and buildings in Wilson
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county, called the Big Spring, and take such steps as they, together with the M.
W. G. Master, may deem necessary to secure the title to the same, organize a
school, prepare for the reception of pupils, and report to the next Communication
of this Grand Lodge.

¢ Resolved, That the Secretary of each of the subordinate Lodges under the
jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, be, and they are hereby requested to obtain and
receive contributions from their Lodges and individual Brethren, and send up the
amount so received, with their returns, to the next Annual Communication of this
Gfraud Lodge, to be appropriated to the payment of said Asylum and the support
of the same.

EXPULSIONS FROM ENCAMPMENTS, ETC.

The committee to whom was referred that portion of the M. W. G. Master’s
Address which brings into view the important question, viz: “ Does the expulsion
or suspension from & Chapter or Encampment of Templars, necessarily operate
as an expulsion or suspension from all the rights and privileges with which the
subject was invested as a Master Mason, respectfully

“ReporT :—That from pages 23 to 28 inclusive, on the proceedings of the re-
cent extra session, will be found the respective reports of 8 select committee, the
members of which, appear to have been equally divided upon the question.*

“ After a careful examination of the arguments advanced on both sides, the un-
dersigned are constrained to yield their cordial and unequivocal acquiescence to
the reasonings and deductions so ably set forth in the report signed by Bros.
McCorry and Mitchell, and earnestly recommend the ddoption by this Grand
Lodge, of the resolution appended to said report in the words following, viz:

“ Resolved, That a suspension or expulsion from an Encampment or Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons, does not necessarily suspend or expel a Brother from the
privileges appertaining to a Blue Lodge.

“This committee, however, take the liberty of here advancing an additional
reason, in a different form of words, although substantially advanced in the re-
port already referred to. The Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, as
well as every other Grand Lodge upon the globe, and which instrument it is the
solemn duty of every Master Mason to defend and preserve inviolate, guarantees
to every Master Mason the right, not only to be tried for any alleged crime, by
his peers, but also the right to appeal therefrom to the Grand Lodge under whose
jurisdiction he may reside. It follows of course, if tried, condemned and punish-
ed by a Chapter or Encampment, he has no remedy, no appeal, because his Grand
Lodge has no jurisdiction over those hodies; consequentry this sacred and funda-
mental law is thus completely nullified and utterly subverted. Your committee
cannot dismiss this subject without the expression of a fear, that so far as orgame
governinent is concerned, the distinct orders of our venerated Institution, too often
manifest a startling proneness to wander from their peculiar orbits, and encroach
upon those well defined and immutable landmarks which have come down to us
sanctioned by the revolution of ages. With a view to counteract this tendency,
the following resolution is respectfully submitted :

“ Resolved, That the M. W, G. Master appoint a committee to consist of three,
whose special duty it shall be to investigate and strictly inquire into the origin of
Grand Lodges, and the duties, powers and prerogatives incident thereto, as
claimed and practised within the several States of this Union, and report at the
next Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge.

The foregoing report was received, and nn motion of Br. Fuller it was

¢ Resolved, That said report be laid on the table until the next Annual Commu-
nication of this Grand Lodge, and that the subordinate Lodges be requested to
present their views on the same.

*See Freemasons' Magazine, vol. 1, page 374.
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VIRGINIA.

OrrEaN ScrooL.—We find the following in the Alexandria Gazette and
as the account is not so full as is desirable, we shall be under additional obliga-
tions to our respected correspondent and agent at Richmond, for such further par-
ticulars as he may be able to communicate:

“ A movement has been made amongst a portion of the Masonic Fraternity in
Virginia towards the disposal of the Charity Fund, under the control of the
Grand Lodge of that State, now amounting, it is said, to $14,000, and capable of
being increased to $20,000. It was the design of the Grand Lodge, in 1835, to
apply this fund to the establishment of a school for the education of the destitute
orphans of Master Masons. Indeed, a board of trustees, having at their head
Judge Marshall, was appointed, to' carry this design into execution. It is the
object of the present effort, on the part of a number of the Lodges in the valley
of Virginia, to revive and carry out the proposed object, and for this purpose they
met and passed resolutions expressive of their sentiments, and issued circulars in-
viting the co-operation of all under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Vir-
ginia, in hastening the consummation of their wishes.

COMPLIMENTARY.

Tue following complimentary resolutions were received just as we were putting
the last sheet of the present nuinber to press. We have barely room, therefore, to
return our sincere acknowledgments to our Brethren of Solomon’s Lodge, for this
gratifying, though unexpected, testimonial of their good wishes, and to assure them
that no exertions shall be wanting on our part, to render the future numbers of
the Magazine, worthy of the high encomium they have been pleased to bestow on
the past:

At a regular meeting of Solomon’s Lodge, No. 1, held at Masonie Hall, in the
city of Charleston, S. C., Dec. 5th, 5842,

On motion of Br. Ziba B. Oakes, it was unanimously

“ Resolved, That the members of Solomon’s Lodge, No. 1, Charleston, 8. C., do
highly approve of the “ Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine,” edited by our R. W. Br.,
Charles W. Moore, and that we cordially recommend it to the Brethren of the
Order generally, as furnishing instruction, reproof, and general intelligence of all
matters appertaining to Freemasonry.

“ Resolved, That the Secretary subscribe for a copy of the “ Monthly Magazine,”
for the use of this Lodge ; and as the second volume has just commenced, we
urge upon the Brethren of the Craft throughout the State, to subscribe for the
Magazine, and thereby render an acceptable service to the Order, and receive. as
a rich reward, a fund of Masonic information.

“ Resolved, That the Secretary forward to Br. Moore a copy of the foregoing
resolutions.

Extract from the minutes. :
ALBERT CASE, W. M.
Jonw E. Carew, Secretary.
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Ty We respectfully tender to the readers of
the MaGazing, the compliments of the sea-
son, — wishing them, individually, health,
happiness and prosperity, throughout the com-
ing year. As Masons, may they continue
united in the fraternal bouds of Brotherly-
Love and Friendship,—ever remembering the
great lesson taught by the principles of our

’ Jostitution :—that they are journeying upon
the level of time,  to that undiscovered coun-
try from whose bourne no traveller returns.”

Tue Geaxo Looee CeaTiricaTe.—The
new CemTiFiCATE, issued by the Grand
Lodge of Massachuselts, agreeably to the
recommendation of the National Masonic
Convention, is the most beautiful thing of the
kind ever published in this country—always
excepting the Templar’s Diploma, published
by the Boston Encampment. The design is
rich and appropriate, and is executed on steel,
in the best style of engraving. Copies may
be had of the Secretaries of the Lodges, and
as they will be required of all strangers wish-
ing to visit Lodges, in different parts of the
country, we recommend that each brother fur-
pish himself with one. They are of a size
suitable to be carried in the pocket, and will
cost one dollar each. The charge to Lodges
for blank copies is fixed at 75 cents each.
They may be had of the Grand Secretary.

Ax Erzaant New-YEAR's Girr.—Broth-
er Geonge P. Mogrzis, of New York, has
just published, through the Messrs. Appleton,
a collection of his poetic writings, under the
title of “The Deserted Bride; and other
Poems.” The volume is a perfect bijou, em-
bellished with numerous beautiful engravings,
from original designs. It is one of the neat-
est books of the season ; and coming from an
esteemed Brother, to whom its sale is a mat-
ter of consideration, we have made it an ex-
ception to our general rule, and most cordial-
}y recommend it to the favor of the Fraternity.

¥ Our Agent at Talledags, Ala. is request-
ed to add the names of Brs. A. J. Cotten, J.
D. Shelley, Eli Shortridge, and Robert Law-
son, 10 his list of subscribers to the Magazine,
if they be not already on it.

I7"The Apnual Meeting of the Grand
Lodge of this Commonwealth, was held oa
the 14th ult. Aveusrus Pxasopy, Esq. of
this city, was elected Grand Master, by &
unanimgus vote,—Caleb Butler, Esq. having
declined a re-election, on account of ill-healtl,
On the 27th, the Officers were Installed. The
address on the occasion was delivered by Rev.
Brother SkinNER, of Framingbam. Inour
next we shall be able to give the particu-
lars.

Eztract of a letter from Tennessee, daled
Oct. 23, 1842. .

“ Masonry is in a most prosperous condition
in this section. If is daily assuming more
elevated ground, and is doing much to har-
monize the conflicting elements of society.
Its influence is discernable in all the relations
of life. All that we have to do to make it
what it is mpable of being is, to adhere strict-
ly to the ancient landmarks.”

—_—

L’ We have not yet received the proceed-
ings of the Grand Lodge of Missouri. Have
they been printed? If so, we will thank our
Brother, the Grand Secretary, for a copy. The
transactions of that Grand Lodge are oo im-
portant and interesting to the whole Frater-
nity to be overlooked.

T Brother Roszar N. Turrocx, No. 97,
Chesnut street, Philadelphia, is authorised to
act as Agent for the Magazine for that city,
and vicinity.

Expursion.—We learn that Mathias Jo-
seph Coels, a German by birth,and a Cahinet
maker by trade, has been expelled from Lodge
Union Fransaise, No. 17, New York, for an-
masonic conduct. He was initiated in the
Loge le Temple des Vertus et des Arts, 1
tl_’uil, and has & French diploma to this ef-

ect.

Subscribers can have their Magazines
handsomely bound in red morocco backs and
corners, gilt, with Masonic emblems, for 62§
cents, by leaving them at this Office. No
Brother should neglect to have his volume
bound. Ten years hence,it will be worth
E:in than its present cost, with interest ad-

We find ourselves agsin under the necessi-
sity of deferring the publication of the Offi-
cers of several onic hodies, which have
heen sometime in type. We endeavor
to find room for them next moath.
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The subseribers to the Magazine can have their volume neatly half bound in Russia backs
and corners, and handsomely gilt, for 62 1-3 cents a copy, by leaving them at this office.
Persons wishing a more costly binding can be accommodated. It is requested that they may
be handed in early. Jan. 1.
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THE GRAND LODGE OF MICHIGAN.

WE sometime since received a newspaper, printed at Pontiac, in
Michigan, containing an anonymous rcply to the remarks published by us
in September last, in reference to the organization of the Masonic body,
styling itself the Grand Lodge of Michigan. We had neted several points
in the reply, in answer to which we proposed in the present number to
say a few words; but have mislaid or lost the paper containing it.
‘What we may remark, therefore, in reference to it, will be based on such
impressions of its contents as a hasty perusal has left on our mind. We
do not, however, consider the matter of much importance. The subject
has been sufficiently discussed for all necessary or useful purposes. The
facts in the case are before the several Grand Lodges in the country.
Their decisions will no doubt be just, and according to the. usages and
laws of the Fraternity. Many of them have already disposed of the mat-
ter, and in every case, so far as our information extends, agreeably to the
decision of the late National Masonic Convention. Whether the Grand
Lodges which have not yet acted upon the subject, shall be able to arrive
at the same or a different result, is, personally, a matter of no consequence
to us. It is, however, one of very considerable importance to the interests
and well-being of the Institution.

We presume the facts in the case are fiesh in the recollection of our
readers. In 1826, a Grand Lodge was organized in Michigan. In 1828
or 1829, its meetings, and those of the Lodges under its jurisdiction, were,
by a unanimous vote of the Grand Lpdge, indefinitely suspended. This,
we maintain, was a ‘full and entire dissolution of the then existing organ-
ization. Any Grand Lodge in the Union was, from that time, at lib-
erty to issue charters for the constitution of new Lodges within the former
jurisdiction of the disbanded Grand Lodge. It is not in the power of any
Grand Lodge to hold a nominal territorial jurisdiction. It must be an ac-

13
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tive, bona fide jurisdiction, or none at all. Were it otherwise, it would be
in the power of a Grand Lodge to annihilate Masonry forever within the
limits of its own jurisdiction, by pursuing the exact course marked out by
the Grand Lodge of Michigan. This is not the usage. Illinois presents
a case in point. In 1823, a Grand Lodge was organized in that State.
Soon after the breaking out of the antimasonic excitement, its meetings,
and those of the Lodges under its jurisdiction, were suspended, precisely
as in the case of the Grand Lodge of Michigan. The organization was
dissolved. The Grand Lodge had ceased to exist. At a subsequent
period we find the Grand Lodges of Kentucky and Missouri, issuing war-
rants for the establishment of new Lodges, within the jurisdiction vacated
by the dissolution of the Grand Lodge of Illinois. We have never heard
the legality of this proceeding called in question. But, if the position as-
sumed by the Brethren in Michigan be correct, the Illinois jurisdiction has
never been vacated. Notwithstanding that the Grand Lodge ceased to ex-
ist, by ceasing to hold its annual meetings, it continued, in the opinion of
our Michigan friends, to exercise an invisible, posthumous authority over
the State, and to Bresent a bar against the encroachments of other Grand
Lodges ; for the regulation is, that one Grand Lodge shall not extend its
authority over the jurisdiction of another. This would therefore place the
Grand Lodges of Kentucky and Missouri, and perhaps some others, in the
wrong. Are they so ? In our opinion they are not.

Again. The constitutional number of Lodges having been chartered
by the Grand Lodges of Missouri and Kentucky, to hold meetings within
the jurisdiction of Illinois, delegates from them recently assembled in Con-
vention and organized a new Grand Lodge for that State. We have not
the particulars before us, but we find the fact stated in the last published
proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky. We also find that body
surrendering its jurisdiction over a Lodge which it had previously estab-
lished within the limits of Illinois; thereby recognising the aughority
and rights of the new Grand Lodge. The question here presents
itself—was the organization of this new Grand Lodge legal?> If our
Michigan Brethren be correct, it was not; because the old Grand Lodge,
though virtually dead, might at any moment be brought into active
life, by the touch of the magic wand of the old Junior Grand Warden!
We apprchend, however, that our Michigan friends are not exactly cor-
rect in this matter, and that the Grand Lodges in the country will be
happy to recognize the new Grand Lodge of lilinois, when officially re-
quested so to do,—as they will be the Grand Lodge of Michigan, when
constitutionally organized.

There is one other consideration in this connection. According to the
Michigan doctrine, the old Grand Lodge .Qf. Illinois may be revived by
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the old Junior Grand Warden,—claim jurisdiction over the State, and pro-
ceed to eject the new Grand Lodge as an intruder ! This would present
a new difficulty. Many of the Grand Lodges having recognized the le-
gality of the latter, how would they regard the former? ‘This question
will be answered by their action in reference to the pretensions of the
Brethren in Michigan. If they admit the validity of those pretensions,
then they will be bound to recognize the legality of the first Grand Lodge
of Illinois, should the old Junior Grand Warden hereafter,—no matter
whether one or twenty years hence,—see fit to follow the example of his
Michigan Brother, in resuscitating that body. Let him issue his dispensa-
sation for the creation of three subordinate Lodges, and he may assem-
ble the officers of those Lodges, and reorganize the disbanded Grand
Lodge. At least so they understand the matter in Michigan. But in this
case, what becomes of the new Grand Lodge? They cannot both be le-
@l bodies, because they are based on antagonist principles. If the
existence of the first Grand Lodge of Illinois is perpetuated through its
officers, without regard to continued organization, then the new Grand
Lodge is a spurious body. On the contrary, if the new Grand Lodge, which
has been formed by the constitutional number of Lodges, regularly de-
riving authority from the Grand Lodges of Missouri and Kentucky, be a
legal body, then the old Grand Lodge, when resuscitated, would be an
irregular one. If the principle will hold in lilinois, it must also hold in
Michigan.

" There is still another matter on which the decision in the present case,
may have an important bearing. All Masonic organization in the State of
Vermont, is broken up. There has not, to our knowledge, been a meet-
ing of the Grand Lodge, or of any other Masonic body, in that State, for -
the last eight or ten years. Is this condition of things to continue during
the pleasure of the late Grand Master and Wardens of that Grand Lodge ?
Suppose they are dead—or are not now in the State—or have renounced
the Institution ?  Is there no remedy ? Would the Grand Lodge of New
York, New Hampshire, or of Massachusetts, hesitate for a moment to
adopt the course pursued by the Grand Lodge of Missouri and Kentucky
in reference to the vacated lllinois jurisdiction, and grant charters, on proper
application, for the organization of new Lodges within the State of Ver-
mont? We believe not. They would not for an instant recognize the
destructive principle, that a decayed Grand Lodge possesses the power to
suspend, indefinitely, or at all, the operations and existence of Masonry,
within a prescribed jurisdiction, or on any portion of the habitable earth.
Yet, this is.the very principle for which our Michigan friends are contend-
ing. They maintain, that the Grand Lodge of that State, although it held
no meetings, nor chose any officers, for more than eleven years, yet it
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never ceascd to exist,—never lost its authority, or vitality, as a Grand
Lodge ; and that, therefore, though there had not been during that whole
time, a single living subordinate Lodge in the State, the old Junior Grand
Warden had lawful right and authority to resuscitate the deceased body,
to breathe the breath of life into its nostrils, and claim for it rank as a reg-
ular and constitutionally organized Grand Lodge ! The National Masonic
Convention deny this claim. From this decision the Michigan Brethren
have taken an appeal to such Grand Lodges as were not represented in
that body. The Grand Lodge of New Jersey has had the matter under
consideration. At their annual meeting on the 8th Nov. last, the Grand
Secretary offured a report, from which we take the following extract:

“1 have received two communications from the Grand Lodge of Mich-
igan, or from a body of Brethren styling themselves a Grand Lodge, but
as I do not consider them duly constituted, I have held no intercourse with
them, further than sending them a copy of the Extract of Proceedings of
our Grand Lodge at the last Annual Communication. It appears that
there was formerly in that State, (then Territory) a Grand Lodge, but
neither the Grand Lodge, nor any of its subordinates, have had a meeting
for several years, and it does not appear that any of the Brethren who
were members of the former Grand Lodge, are members of the present
one.* Should our Brethren in Michigan have in their State three legally
constituted Lodges, and those three form a Grand Lodge, I presume it
would afford this Grand Lodge pleasure to acknowledge them as a duly
constituted Grand Lodge, hail them as such, and open a correspondence
with them, but under present circumstances, I do not think we can ac-
knowledge them as a Grand Lodge; that, however, will remain for this
Grand Lodge to determine.”

The subject having been duly considered by the Grand Lodge of New
Jersey, the view taken of it by the Grand Secretary was confirmed.

The “ reply,” which has elicited this article, contains a letter written
by the editor, in answer to certain inquiries, addressed to him by a com-
mittee appointed at a meeting of Masons, held at Mt. Clemens, in 1840.
The want of a copy of that letter, constitutes our chief regret at the loss
of the “ reply ;" for it is more than insinuated that the course subsequently
pursued in organizing the Grand Lodge, was in accordance with the

*This is in accordance with the first information received on the suhject. It was subse-
quently ascertained that the Junior Grand Warden of the old Grand Lodge was still in the
State. The former Grand Master was Governor Cass, who, at the time of the organiza-
tion of the present body. was in France. Nothing is said of the Deputy Grand Master, the
S. G. Warden, the G. Treasurer, G. Secretary, or any of the subordinate officers of the orig-
inal Grand Lodge. The Junior Grand Warden stands alone! Nor is it said who pre-
sided at the new organization, or how the officers were made up. They must, however, have
been appoioted by the J. G. Warden, after having first appointed himself to the office of
Grand Master! If this process of creating Lodges and Grand Lodges, have no other merit,
wo presume oone will deny its claims to originality.
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suggestions therein submitted. Had we the letter before us, it would be
easy to meet this subterfuge. The inquiries proposed to us, were

Ist. “ As to the existence of any Grand Lodge within the limits of
Michigan,” either then or at any previoustime ; and

2dly. “ As to the powers, rights, and duties of Brethren, Master Masons
and others in Michigan.” .

To the first interrogatory, we answered, that there was, or had, we be-
lieved, formerly been a Grand Lodge in the Territory, and advised that a
meeting might be called by the senior Grand Officer (not of an inferior
grade to the rank of Grand Warden) ; at which meeting the Lodges
might send up their representatives and elect new Grand Officers.* We
thought it probable that the Grand Lodge had not held a meeting for a
year or two, and that the Grand Officers in the meantime had in a mea-
sure dispersed, or become negligent of their duties,—perhaps indifferent as
to the cause of Masonry. But we were not informed, nor had we any
knowledge of the fact, that the Grand Lodge had, by its own vote, dissolv-
ed itself, and that every subordinate Lodge in the Territory, had pur-
sued the same course. With this information before us, our advise would
have been different.

With respect to the second point of inquiry, we assumed that there was
o Grand Lodge in the Territory, and pointed out the constitutional course
for the organization of such a body. We expressly said, that there must
be at least three regularly chartered Lodges in the State, before any pro-
ceedings could be had in the premises. We believe we also pointed out
in what mariner these charters were to be obtained, and indicated the usual
preliminary measures. Our advise was not followed. There was not at
that time @ Masonic Lodge in the State. If there were, the fact does not
appear. The course indicated in our answer to the first inquiry could not,
therefore, be complied with. In the second case, it might have been, but
was not. ‘The Brethren had discovered the civil charter granted to the
old Grand Lodge, in 1827, by the legislative council of the Territory.
This they assumed to be legal evidence of Masonic existence. Here was
the great error. It was immediately determined to make ** an application
o the highest Grand Officer of the Grand Lodge for a warrant of dispen-
sation to organize a subordinate Lodge at Mt. Clemens.”t The applica-
tion was made to the Junior Grand Warden of the old Grand Lodge, who

*This was on the presumption that there were suhordinate Lodg-s in existence in the
Sute. In which case, the delegates, when met as advised. would have heen authorized 10
form a4 new Grand Lodge, had they found, as the fact praved to be, that the vld Grand
Lodge had been dissolved.

tReport adopted by a meeting of Masons at Mount Clemens, Moy 5th, 1841,



102 GRAND LODGE OF MICHIGAN.

granted the dispensation prayed for, and the petitioners were organized
under the name of ¢ Lebanon Lodge.” It will be borne in mind that this
transaction rests entirely on the assumed authority of the Junior Grand
Warden, and that it took place before any meeting of the present Grand
Lodge had been held. We respectfully submit that this was not a legal
proceeding. If we admit that the old Grand Lodge wasin lcgal existence,
then we deny the authority of the Junior Grand Warden to grant dispen-
sations for the creation of new Lodges. The proceeding was an irregular
one, in any view of the case. Dispensations were subsequently granted,
by the same officer, for the establishment of Lodges in other parts of the
State, * to operate until the next annual mceting of the Grand Lodge,”
which was held at Detroit, in June, 1841. The report of a Committee of the
Grand Lodge says—*‘ Delegates from a constitutional number, of legally
constituted Lodges, met, (as above stated) agreeably to prior notice, at
this place, (Detroit,) and resolved to open a Grand Lodge under the ex-
isting constitution, and recommend a general resumption of labor in the
jurisdiction.” These * legally constituted” Lodges, were Lodges for the
constitution of which the Junior Grand Warden had issued Dispensations.
It follows, therefore, from this proceediyg alone, (unless it be admit-
ted that this Brother was constitutionally invested with power to issue
Dispensations on his own responsibility, and without reference to the au-
thority of a Grand Lodge,) that the Lodges represented at Detroit, were
illegal and irregular Masonic bodies, and that all their proceedings are
null and void. v

Here we take our lcave of the subject, we hope, forever. The facts
are all fairly before the Grand Lodges, and to their decision, when known,
we trust all parties will readily and cheerfully submit. For our Brethren
in Michigan, we entertain, personally, the kindest regards. But we owe a
duty to the Fraternity, before which every consideration of a personal na-
ture must give way. We do not suppose that our advise would, under ex-
isting circumstances, have any weight with them. If we thought other
wise, we would say to them in all good feeling and fraternal fellowship:
¢ You have one regular Lodge within your State, holding under a warrant
from the Grand Lodge of New York: petition that, or some other Grand
Lodge, for charters for the constitution of two additional Lodges: you will
then be in a condition to form a Grand Lodge legally. New charters may
issue to the Lodges at present in existence, and the difficulties which now
prevent, and which, we most sincerely believe, must continue to prevent,
a general recognition of your claims, by the Grand Lodgesin the country,
will be entirely and forever removed.” .
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RELIGIOUS QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES.
GRAND LODGE OF TENNESSEE.

[For the following communication, we are under particular obligations to the esteemod
Brother whose name appears at the close of it. The experience and ability of the writer,
will always command for his opinions the respect of his Brethren,—and especially on a
subject of the nature and importance of the one under consideration. We fecl gratified
that our own views are so fully and entirely sustained by him. It may be proper to state,
that we have not heard a dissenting opinion from any Brother who has communicated with
us on the subject. Our New York correspondent, it will be recellected, differed from us,
not in respect to the principle, but as to the constructiom]—EbpiTon.

R. W. Br. Moore:—I feel much indebted to you for your vigilance in fur-
nishing the Brethren with useful and interesting Masonic intelligence, and es-
pecially for guarding the fundamental “landmarks” and “ancient usages” of the
Order from innovation—whether this innovation arises from a misapprehension of
the real character of our excellent Institution, or from a desire to make it more
popular, by conforming it to certain modern views of old subjects. Iam happy to
observe that you notice these things, not as an authoritative censor, but as a
Brother speaking to Brothers.

Our Institution was, at an early period in the history of the moral and social
culture of the human race, founded on the pure and enlightened principles of
Jjustice and benevolence, as they were then seen in the best light of experience
and in the brightest hopes of their future developement. Its founders, having
thus established it upon this noble and broad foundation, sought to bind and unite
its members, not by those ties of wealth, family, station, or mere intellectual gifts
and power, which had been regarded as so mighty and so much employed in the
compacts and governments of the world; but by the still stronger and more en-
during bonds of those pure principles and feelings, nurtured in the heart, and
sanctioned by the Deity, which arc the never failing sources of every virtue, and
which will crown every good work with success. In reducing to practice these
principles and feelings, every Brother is furnished with certain * landmarks” for
his observance ;—among which are, “ faith in God,”—* fidelity to engagements,”
—respect for governments of church and State,—truth to Brothers and friends,—
forbearance to enemies,—charity to the poor—and benevolence to all men: he is
to unite humility with authority, mercy with justice, love and cheerfulness with
obedience—and be perfect in his calling, the highest glory of a Mason. These
and other landmarks of the Order, are not to be removed or changed. This is
the condition upon which every true Mason has been admitted, viz.: that he will
not remove its ancient landmarks or depart from its ancient usages.

Masonry, although a voluntary Institution, (both in its first founders, and all
who have since joined its ranks, all being perfectly free,) did not so much seek
the worldly aggrandizement of its members, as the moral and social benefit of the
world, in all coming ages. It sought alike to benefit the poor aud rich of its
own Brotherhood, and of the world—all things else being equal. It nobly passed
all those national and party boundaries which had divided and alicnated the hu-
man family, narrowing the obligations to virtue and the sphere of sympathy and
kind offices, and generously opened her doors to all disposed to be good and true,
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of every region of the earth; at the same time placing over each the inspection
of the “ All-Seeing Eye” of Heaven,and before him the rich rewards of eternity,
as the most effectual incentives to duty and perseverance in well doing. Hence
our members, previous to becoming such, were variously distinguished,—some of
themn being kings, potentates, commanders of armies, lawgivers, ministers of
state and of religion, scholars, artizans, historians, rich men and poor men, sail-
ors, soldiers, and men of every lawful calling ; but on entering the Lodge, those
distinctions all ceased, and they became Brothers, fellows, equals,—with no dis-
tinctions save their respective degrees of Masonic excellence and moral worth.
Here even the Prince is not degraded by receiving his degrees at the hands of
one of “ Nature’s noblemen,” an enlightened tradesman, or by sustaining an office
below him in the Lodge ; for office or station here is not connected with emolu-
ment or given as a personal reward ; but for the benefit of the society.

Masonry, in its spirit and design, is the same in every degree, and in every re-
gion of the earth. It interferes with no man's obligation to Couniry, Religion or
Jamily, and shuns all inquests into their nalure or character. While it offers no
offence to any man or body of men, it is as nearly independent as any thing
earthly can be. It dwells under the shadow of no throne or priesthood, and asks
patronage from no human power. Its governnient, like its foundation, is the min-
istration of pure justice and benevolence, directed by experience and goud will to
the Fraternity and to the world. Its sphere, is the circle of the earth: Its
strength, the harmony and union of its members, however distant fromn each other;
which it preserves by admitting none to its rites but by the principle of universal
consent, and expels none but by the same principle. It is not to be conformed to
the governments or religions of those countries in which its members may chance
to live or sojourn. It is neither the slave nor the antagonist of any human power;
and has therefore sustained itself unchanged amidst all the changes and over-
turns of the governments and kingdoms of the earth, since its first establishment,
not merely as the minister of private alms, but as furnishing every true Brother
with a home in every lund, and a faithful friend in every region of the earth and
sea: and also forming that neutral ground on which all the good and true of il
nations and parties may meet and confer with each other, without any humiliating
submission on either part, but with perfect confidence in each others friendship and
fidelity, and in perfect honor and good will to all mankind.

But, sir, I am digressing from the immediate object of this communication,
which is to say to you, that your remarks in the first article of the Magazine for
the present month,* on the “ Requisite Qualifications of Candidates,” have my
most cordial approbation, as, I must think, they will have of all the faithful Breth-
ren, after due reflection. You have sustained your views by the highest Mason-
ic authority, and the best writers. They are also capable of being illustrated by
familiar reasoning upon the origin, nature and design of the Institution. :

Now, if in one place the candidate be rejected because he is a Jew, or a Me-
homedan’; in another, because he is a Christian ; in another for his opinion of tem-

*December. This communication was received too late for the January number, for which
it was intended.
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perance, of the peace, the woman, the abolitign, the government or the commu-
nity question ; in another for his views on politics or religion ; and in still another
for opposite opinions; will not Masonry be wholly changed, nay destroyed ? If
one Grand Lodge may remove one landmark, another may change or remove an-
other; and if one may introduce an innovation upon our “ ancient usages,” another
may introduce a second; and thus all that is original be removed, and the place
be supplied by something new, and all by the professed friends of “aucient Ma-
sonry.” Not that I intend to intimate that the wortby and talented Grand Lodge
of Tennessee, in its legislative and deliberative capacity, by the measure it has
adopted for the government of the Lodges of that State, intended to open a door
to all this. The measure adverted to, and which occasions this letter to you, is
this—that the Lodges under its jurisdiction shall require of every candidate an
affirmative answer to the following question—“Do you seriously declare upon
your honor, that you believe in the existence of a God, and a state of future re-
wards and punishments?” Those wise master builders who established our so-
ciety, reared it upon the “corner stone”—the common foundation of all religion—
Jaith in God, who created and governs the Universe. Hence the candidate at his
first step upon the Masonic pavement, proclaims his “ trustin God,” as the way to
run and finish his course to the approval of the “ All-Seeing Eye.” But to this
the Grand Lodge of Tennessee bas hastily added a belief in a state of future re-
wards and punishments. This is most clearly a change of the foundation. By
what authority have the members of that Lodge made it? Not by that of any
ancient constitution or usage known to me, but from a belief, as I suppose, that
thereby the character of the society would be improved. Well, from similar mo-
tives, others may make other innovations; till the Institution, by reason thereof,
become offensive to the good Brethren of Tennessee, and all the good and frue
of the Fraternity; as a certain dish, very acceptable in the state in which it was
brought upon the table, was rendered very offensive to each of the two travellers,
by one sprinkling the whole with pepper and the other with snuff. As a religiou-
ist, I take no offence at the article of faith added by the Grand Lodge of Ten-
nessee. It is an article of my religious creed, and is, I think, taught both by
natural and revealed religion,—and a consequence of a belief in God ; and has
been, and still is so regarded by ninetynine out of every hundred of enlightened
Masons from the beginning, and over all the earth.

I cannot persuade myself that this change in the question put to the candidate
in Tennessee, was intended to bear against any religious sect or opinion ; for I
entertain too high an opinion of the charity and liberality of feeling belonging
to our Brethren there, to indulge the thought for a moment. But as a Mason, I
do exceedingly regret the innovation, and especially from the source whence it
comes. Tennessee has perfect conventional power to govern Masonry within her
limits ; but her Masonic power to change the Institution in any of its principles
or landmarks, is quite another thing.

Doubtless in some proper way, after great consideration, she will revise her
proceedings in this matter. And let us all remember, that “to err is human, to
forgive divine. Yours, fraternally,

Westminister, Dec. 20, 1842. Paur Dean

14
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A MASONIC FRAGMENT.

To the thinking and reflecting portion of the Fraternity, and to the ingenious
and intellectual amongst the uninitiated, a more interesting retrospect can scarcely
be imagined, than is to be found in tracing the steady growth and eventful his-
tory of Masonry, from its cradled infancy and sheltered seclusion in the East, to
its vigorous maturity and healing influence throughout the universe. At one
time we observe it, like the star of promise, struggling through the darkness and
idolatry of heathenism ; at another, alternately persecuted and cherished by the
capricious violence of monkish intolerance, and subsequently flourishing under
the more benign and genial influence of the reformed religion. The whole his-
tory of Masonry throughout these eventful periods, and under these various cir-
cumstances, will be found replete with almost unequalled instances of unshaken
fortitude and active benevolence, and every line descriptive of the most virtuous
faith and the most exalted heroism.

In the fourteenth century, the rack, the flames, and the scaffold, instead of shak-
ing their fidelity and fortitude, extorted only a contemptuous smile from the ven-
erable Molay and his brother martyrs. Subsequent persecutions in Holland,
France, Italy, and Portugal—the dungeons and galleys with Mouton, and the tor-
ture and the rack with Coustos—have tended only to enhance the sanctity of our
noble Institution, and to cement yet more closely the bonds of Brotherhood bys
glorious congeniality of principle.

In undertaking to enumerate individual instances of Masonic benevolence, the
writer would have to contend with even more than usual difficulty,—for, in ad-
dition to the known and acknowledged truism, that though

¢ The evil which men do lives after them,

The good is oft interred with their bones,”—
the exercise of charity amongst Masons oceurs mostly under circumstances and
partakes always of a character incompatible with an open or ostentatious display
of that greatest and brightest ornament of their profession. Conviction, however,
must be firmly stamped on the mind of every Brother, of the assuasive influence
of those cherished principles expounded and enforced at his initiation. The bit-
terness and asperity of common life are suffered not to approach the precints of
the Masonic sanctuary ; political discord and religious controversy are unfelt and
unknown within its walls, and temperance, harmony and fortitude, uniformly
characterize those meetings, the object of which is, the upholding of religion, the
inculcating of morality, the promotion of science, and the practise of virtue.

Again, how numerous the recorded instances of the wonderful—the almost tal-
ismanic effects of the mystic signal, either on land, or sea,—in the lonely desert
or in the crowded city, with the mighty or with the humble; in whatever climes,
and under whatever circumstances, its spell is uniformly powerful.

In foreign countries, and in hostile lands, the distressed have met with succour,
and the forlorn with cause for hope : even the murderous weapon of the brigand
has been known suddenly to fall from its grasp, and in the field of blood and
slaughter the prostrate soldier has beheld the avenging blade of his opponent mi-
raculously arrested in its descent.
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ADDRESS,

Delivered Lefore the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, on the festival of St. John the Evan-
gelist, Dec. 27th, A. L. 6842. By Rev. Joszpn O. Sxixnes.

MosT WoRrsHIPPUL GRAND MASTER, AND BRETHREN—

Havine been more than usually occupied with the duties of my profession since
I received the invitation to address you on this occasion, I can only offer you the
warm greeting of my heart, and a few thoughts, such as have occurred to me
during brief and irregular intervals of leisure.

Surrounded as [ am by Brethren who are nz seniors in age and Masonic ex-

rience, some of whom have grown hoary in their devotion to the Institution of

fasonry, I would much prefer to listen to their instructions this evening; yet,
feeling as I do the generous confidence and kindness which always pervade the
Masonic bosom, I will not offend the spirit of Freemasonry by supposing, for a
moment, that there is any need of propitiating your candor or indulgeoce towards
what I have to offer.

However it may be with me in any other place,I am always at home in the
Lodge. However embarrassing any other occasiou or assembly may be, with
Masons, there is ever a freedom, a frankness, growing out of perfect reciprocal
confidence, which Eives a healthful, natural tone to the mind, which excludes all
the narrow, selfish, trifling passions, too often engendered in actual life, and
brings us on to a generous footing of mutual understanding and liberal feeling.
And I cannot disguise to you or to myself the pleasure I fegl in discharging the
dnty assigned me on this occasion. Though my acquaintafice with Freemasonry
has been brief, it has been most pleasant; the hours I have spent in the Lodge in
communion with my Brethren, in cultivating an acquaintance with its mysteries,
in studying the moral significance of its forms and emblems, I reckon among the
golden hours of my life.

The pleasure I feel this evening is heightened by all the circumstances of our
meeting on this time honored festival, by this consecration of the tried and true
hea members of the Craft.

You have come up to this hallowed Temple, my Brethren, from various sections
of our Commonwenrth, to honor the memory of one of the noblest characters of
Masonic Antiquity, St. John the Evangelist ; you have come to study the sublime
and impressive ritual of our Order, to freshen your memories at the pure springs
of Masonic lore, to observe the beautiful order of the true and well governed
Lodge, to study the uses of the varied instruments and emblems of the Craft and
their moral application, and also to add a new brightness to the links of that
chain which Emds in one indissoluble body the whole Masonic Fraternity.

You have come up hear, as the twelve tribes of Israel, in the palmy days of
their ancient greatness and glory, went up to their Temple to worship the great
King, to commemorate the remarkable displays of his goodness, to hear His Law,
and celebrate its appointed feasts.

Or we may find an analagous case perhaps in the roturn of the Jews from Bab-
ylon, to offer up their vows and sacrifices on Mount Zion; so is there with us,
Brethren, a restoration of the ancient Order, a return to the old paths and land-
marks, a purification of the Temple defiled by profane hands. .

I congratulate you on the favorable change going on in public sentiment in re-
lation to our venerated Institution, and on the happy omens which are.cheering
us with a prospect of the revival of its ancient splendor, and the spread of its
pure, liberal and philanthropic principles. I congratulate you on the auspicious
day which is breaking in the East and reflected with glory in every quarter of the
heavens. A dreary and gloomy night is withdrawing itself, and with the shades
of darkness, go the boding uwla and other birds of evil omen, that for a time hov-
ered over the uncient Temple of Masonry. .

That venerated Temple, though perfect and beautiful in all its proportions, and
supported by the three grand pillars, Wispom, STRENuTH AND BEAUTY, yet,
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when reflected and refracted by the dark and turbid waters of political ambition
and selfish designs, seemed to be the focus of all evil. Still the enemies of
Freemasonry have not opposed and vilified ¢, 80 much as something else they
have called by its name. .

What I know of those days of darkness through which the Institution has past,
is not by experience, but by history, for I received the honors of the Order after
it had passed through the dread ordeal of the political Inquisition. One thin
however, I can say most truly, that from the time I was seventeen years of age,
had a decided and utter aversion to political antimasonry.

While as yet I knew nothing of Masonry except on the testimony of its true
disciples, some of whom were among my earliest and best friends, I had con-
ceived a high regard for its principles, and while its enemies jeered at its ritual,
and aspersed the character of its adherents, I could feel no sympathy with those
who “spoke evil of things they knew not” and could not apprehend.

But the storm that burst withso much fury upon the Masonic Institution, vainly
threatening to raze it to the ground, has settled toa calm; the waves of that tu-
multuous sea have at length sullenly subsided, and the ark which was borne aloft
on the angry billows of popular commotion has found a peaceful and quiet haven.

I see around me those who have been faithful in their allegiance to Masonry
through all its vicissitudes, and who, as loyal Knights, brave Companions, and
st.eadgut Brethren, have broken a lance with the enemy in the bloodless strife of
truth against error and besotted fanaticism, and have gallantly maintained the
moral conflict and kept the field, until the embattled hosts of the aliens with their
traitorous recruits have been routed with as signal a victory, as good old Jeph-
thah gained over the turbulent and ret®llious Ephraimites. On the principle, asl
trust, set forth in that immortal poem, (the author of which, if he is not a Mason,
deserves to be made one), that

“ Truth crushed to earth shall rise again,
The eternal years of God are hers ;
While error, wounded writhes in pain,
And dies amid ber worshippers.**

But I will not enlarge on so unwelcome a topic. I will not bring from obliv-
ion the ghosts of antimnsonry even for an hour,

¢ Nor further seek, its merits to disclose
- Or draw its frailties from their dread abode.”

It becomes us now Brethren, as a bright prospect opens before us, to remember
the vows we have taken around this social altar, and the virtues which are proper
to the Masonic character. If we would see Freemasonry flourish, and have it
permanently established, let an inquisitive world see from its influence over our
own lives, that, if duly appreciated, it will enlarge the heart, chasten and refine
the feelings, and purify the moral sensibilities of our nature. That this is its ten-
dency, all, who know what it is, and are capable of appreciating it, are of course
well aware. In the Masonic Lectures there is a lofty and libera% spirit inculcated
which no man can fail to imbibe who faithfully studies them and observes the ad-
mirable method on which they are formed. In the order which is essential toa
regular Lodge, in the harmony of its arrangements, in the gradation of the de-
gress and offices, in the strict system of economy, discipline and government
which are enforced by the rules of the Craft, there is a high order of intellectual
gratification for all well instructed workmen.

There is in the Masonic ritual a venerable antique beauty, truly delightful to the
contemplative mind. It combines the wisdom and experience of many ages. It
was devised to minister to essential and permanent wants of human nature ; and
being based on unchanging principles, and not on the accidents of birth, or for-
tune, of country or sect, it is destined to live through all changes of society, and

* ¢ The battle ficld,”” by W. C, BryaxT.



ADDRESS, 109

continue so long as virtue, sympathy and love survive in the human heart, to hold
its place among the benefivial agencies for ameliorating and blessing mankind.
Our Institution 18 so peculiar in its character that it is safe from the reach of the
enterprising reformers of our day. How pleasant is it, amid the strife and con-
fusion of the times, to have one quiet and serene retreat, remote from the noise of
party conflict and to enjoy the calm rcpose breathed by Masonry! It links us
with the past, with the men who lived in the earliest periods. To render due
honor to the memory of the good and great why have gone before us, is but pay-
inEd homage to eternal truth and goodness, and is a striking characteristic of our
Order.

The Masonic Calendar is rich in venerated names. While we continue to
honor the memories of such men as WasumiNeTon and FraNKLIN, of NEwTON
and Lockek, of the holy St. Jonns, of SoLomon and Hiram; while the Bible is
the principal Jewel of every Lodge, and one of the great lights of the Institution,
while there is so constant a reference to its precepts in all the business and cere-
monies of our meetings, surely, whatever may be thought of Masoury by the ig-
norant, it will be highly prized by all those acquainted with its spirit.

Baut it is the secrecy oP our Order which forms the great stumbling stone and
rock of offence to the unibitiated.

That there is in Masonry a secret which the world at large does not understand,
I freely admit; nay, there is a secret which I have reason to believe some who
have passed through the forms of initiation do not comprehend, and which no se-
ceder can possibly understand, for the moment he breaks his vows to pander to a
selfish and corrupt ambition he must lose the secret.

He that becomes a Mason without learning this secret is not benefitted. He
may be able to give all the signs and tokens of the Craft and work his way into
any Lodge, and yet not comprehend the most valuable secret of the Order. It is
not intelligible to any outward sense, it is internal, a matter of experience. And
yet it is the plainest thing in the world to understand.

A great German Poet has somewhere told us in his philosophy, of “ the open se-
cret of the universe ;” so also, by a seeming paradox, the most important secret of
Freemasonry, is an “ open secret.” Brethren, you will all understand me, I am
sure, and respond to the sentiment just expressed. I speak of that perfect recip-
rocal confidence which is felt and exercised by every genuine Mason.

This is what the [nstilution is designed to cherish, to make Masons members of
one body, a living whole, having a perfect sympathy in all its parts, so that if -one
member suffer, or one member rejoice, all the members shall participate in the
suffering orthe joy. It is adapted to weave a silken band around the hearts of all
who enter its portals, to establish between thein a friendship that nothing can dis-
turb, an understanding and sympathy on the broad basis of our common nature
and common wants. Thus it goes below all the artificial distinctions of suciety ;
no titles or dignities are recognized in the Lodge but such as are wmerited, and
conferred on account of merit, within the body of the Lodge. This mutual con-
fideuce and fellowship can only exist among those actuated by worthy motives,
men of integrity and moral purity. Hence the question to the candidate, “Is he
worthy and well qualified ?” becomes a most important one. And if, as an emi-
nent English statesman once declared, “confidence is a plant of slow growth,”
how needful is it that there be a due examination before he is admitted to “ the
fellowship of the mystery” of the Order.

This mutual fellowship and confidence is the vital air, the living principle of
the Institution. Itis the mystic tie which binds us together, it is “ the cement
which unites us into one sacred band, or society of friends and Brothers, among
whom no contention should ever exist, but that noble contention, or rather em-
ulation, of who can best work, or best agree,” and this I have presumed to
call the most valuable secret of the Order. The Masonic ritual, beautiful
though it be, is nothing without the spirit. All its forms and emblems are
to be considered as the means of a higher culture, of mental discipline, of so-
cial refinement and moral instruction. Here then, in the exercise of Brotherly
love, in relieving the distressed, in walking by the square in all our relations with
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mankind, the true design of the Institution is carried out. And is not the posses-
sion of the spirit here indicated, the great and most important secret of all?
The Mason who brings dishonor upon his profession, has certainly lost the secret,
for we are told by an_inspired writer that “the secret of the Lord is with them
that fear him; and He will show themn his covenant” (Ps.xxv.14.) So my
Brethren the secret of Masonry is with them that walk according to its precepts
and are imbued with its spirit. '

As we have come up here to day in honor of St. John the Evangelist, how
proper is it that we bear in mind the exhortation with which he was accustomed
to address the Ephesian church in the last days of his ministry. This day is the
anniversary of his death. B8t. Jcrome gives a very affecting account of the last
years of his life. As the infirmities of age made him unable to address the
church in a systematic discourse, he always desired to be conveyed to that assem-
bly, and as often as he came he addressed them thus,—“Children, love one
another.”

Being asked at length, why he always gave this exhortation with nothing new,
he answered, “ Because it is the precept of the Lord: and if this is fulfilled it is
enough.” So let him be present with us this evening, Brethren. Let us consider
that the glorified spirit otP the beloved disciple is bending from his seat in the
heavenly coursts, and exborting us— Brethren, love one another, and it is enough.”

DRAFTS FROM THE TRESTLE BOARD.—No. 1.
BY A PAST MASTER.

THE INVISIBLE SHIELD.

I~ the year 183—, the writer of this was a resident in the town of K——, one
of the many new places then springing into existence in the luxuriant West.
Some thousand inhabitants already constituted what the sanguine proprietors an-
ticipated was but the germ of that mighty growth of population, which in a few
years was to make K——a great city. Business and residence “lots” were
freely bought and sold in the market, and speculation ran in a stream which had
the seeming of a river of prosperity, bearing all who would embark upon it to the
wide ocean of wealth, independence and luxury. Alas! how has the lapse of
ten fleeting years dissipated the hopes then indulged in, whelming the gay dream-
ers in bankruptcy and ruin! The paper fortunes amased at the time I speak of,
have vanished into thin air,and K——, instead of flouting the heavens with the
« gorgeous palaces” of a city, groweth rank weeds in its market places. Its glory
hath departed with the reign of speculation, and the present dwellers there no
more resemble the people who founded it, than does the lonely barn-door fowl the
gorgeous bird of Paradise.

A glorious set were those early founders of the now quiet town of K—!
Fashion did then, and there amongst, establish a vice-dukedom of 