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INTRODUCTION.

WE lay before our readers to-day the first number of the Seventeenth
Volume of this Mugazine. The work was commenced by its present
editor sixteen years ago, and has been regularly issued on the first of
each succeeding month to the present time, under his immediate personal
supervision, with the exception of a short period when absent in Europe.
It is also worthy of remark, that the Brother who superintended the printing
of the initiatory number in November, 1840, still continues in charge of
the mechanical execution of the work. Neither the editor nor printer,
during this long period, has been prevented by sickness or other cause,
except as already noticed, from giving his personal attention to his
appropriate department of the publication. For this they are duly
grateful. How much longer they may be permitted to continue their
united labors in a cause so dear to both, is known only to Him * from
whom no secrets are hid.”” Be the time longer or shorter, each will
be abundantly satisfied, if in the end he shall be able to lay down his
¢ working tools,” feeling that he has faithfully performed his duty and
contributed, according to his opportunities and ability, to the well-being of
an Institution whose great object is the alleviation of the sorrows and the
promotion of the happiness of all within the circle of its influence.

Sixteen years ago our Institution was just emerging from a persecution
such as it had never before experienced, save at the hands of papal
intolerance,—a persecution, the reason for which is no more lo be ex-
plained, even at this day, on any just principle of human action, than its
fanatical violence and fiendish vindictiveness are to be justified by any

-1



2 INTRODUCTION.
acknowledged rule of moral equity. An unlawful act, committed, if
committed at all, by a few misguided members of a village Lodge, was
seized upon by ambitious and unprincipled men, for political purposes,
and fanned into a flame which set the whole country in a blaze, threaten-
ing the innocent and the guilty with a common destruction !  The condition
of political parties favored the designs of these agitators, and enabled
them to succeed in turning what ought never to have been allowed to
assume more importance than a temporary local excitement, to their own
personal advantage, by awakening the fears and arousing the passions of
the ignorant—by exciting the intolerance of the bigoted sectarian and the
ambition of the low politician, and concentrating the force and madness
of both in a furious crusade against the whole Masonic family of the
country ! The details of its progress, its desolating career, and ignomin-
ious end, are familiar to those of our readers whose privilege it was
to breast the storm, or who, entering the Institution at a subsequent
period, have made themselves acquainted with its history for the last
quarter of a century.

During the ten years of the excitement, the Institution had heen
crippled, to a greater or less extent, in all sections of the country. In the
eastern, middle, and western States, a majority of the Lodges had either
been entirely disbanded or compelled to suspend their labors. FEven
where the opposition was not strong enough to take an organized form,
the public mind had been so poisoned and prejudiced that the active
operations of the Craft were suspended. Few Masons were made, and the
accessions of new membersto the Lodges, were correspondingly small. The
Institution was everywhere weak ; and though to those Brethren who had
remained firm in their fidelity through the entire struggle, the present was
a season of discouragement, it was pot one of despair. They had seen
their beloved Order hurled by the ruthless hands of political barbarians
from a high condition of prosperity and honor, to a state of comparative
degradation and almost hopeless inactivity ; they had also seen thousands
of their Brethren, who had worn its honors and shared its privileges,
while basking in the sunshine of popular favor, swerving from their
allegiance aud their duty ; and the sight was grievous and hard to bear.
But it was borne—manfully and courageously borne, by these Brethren
of truer hearts,—whom no discouragements, no threats or violence, no
desertion of false or timid friends, no abuse of enemies, nor considerations
of personal interest, could shake in their attachments or their fidelity. In
the midst of its trials, they had stood by the Institution as true men and Ma-
sons ; and their reward and ample compensation was in due time realized
to them, in being permitted to witness the successful revival and renewed
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prosperity of their Institution, ere they were called to resign it to younger
hands. Mostof these faithful Brethren have been gathered to their fathers,
and their names are scarcely remembered even in their own household !
while their successors are reaping a harvest in the field of their labors, far
exceeding in plenteousness their fondest hopes or wildest imaginings ; for
never since the revival of learning and the dawn of modern civilization,
has the sun of Masonry shone with equal splendor ; nor at any time have
its rays been more widely diffused over the earth, or their genial influ-
ence in society more universally felt and acknowledged.

This condition of our Institution is doubtless encouraging, and we
cannot feel too grateful to our predecessors for the faithful manner in
which they guarded its interests at a time when the DPhilistines were
arrayed against it. The trials through which they passed—their sud-
den transition from a high prosperity to a condition of despondency—
teach a lesson that may be profitably studied at the present time. In the
year 1825 the Institution was popular, as now,—the Lodges were crowded
with applications, and in some sections of the country everybody, fit or
otherwise, who applied for admission, was received ; and even where the fee
could not be paid, credit was given! ‘The natural result was that our Lodges
were filled with many unworthy members, who, when the persecution
came upon us, were found in the ranks of our enemies, and among
the bitterest and most malignant revilers of our Order. They were
the seceders,—a class of miscreants, without the aid of whose lying
tongues and slanderous pens, the excitement could not have been kept
alive a year. They went out from among us ; and the community had a
right to presume that they knew something of who and what we
were. Hence the great influence they exerted in arraying public opinion
against us; and to them may rightfully be attribnted a very large share
of all the personal abuse and suffering our Brethren of that day were
called upon to endure. These men ought never to have been ad-
mitted into the arcana of Masonry ; nor would they have been, had a proper
discretion and care been exercised by the Lodges in selecting their
initiates—had more interest been felt in the moral and social fitness of the
candidates, than in a full treasury and a long list of members. That
this precaution was not exercised, was the mistake of that time. Let those
whose duty it is, see to it that our Lodges of this day do not fall into the
same error. None of us can look far enough into the future to say
what may be in reserve.

If there be any present danger to apprehend, it is from our too great
prosperity. The tide of popular sentiment is with us, and we are floating
smoothly on the surface of an unruffled sca. No warning cloud is visible
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in the sky above us; and yet many of the wisest of our Brethren are
frequently warning us, from their experience, that there are signs of a
gathering storm beneath the horizon ; and they urge us to be prepared for
its coming. Their fears may or not be well founded; but that we are
going forward at a dangerous pace, will not be doubted by any well
informed Mason. The doors of our Lodges are made to swing too freely
on their hinges. The * latch-slring” 1is too long, and too eastly reached
by very short people! This should be remedied. The string should be
taken in occasionally, or hung higher up, where it can be reached only
with difficulty. 1If the guests be fewer, they will be more select and
reliable. Numbers, in the abstract, add nothing to our strength. A Lodge
may be morally and socially stronger, and better able to resist any out-
ward pressure, with ten members than with fifty. ‘The unitiated public
will estimate the Institution by the character, intelligence, and respectabil-
ity of its members; and it will avail little for us to object to this rule of
judgment.

The Masonic is not a mere eleemosynary institution, neither is it a public
hospital for the morally diseased ; and he greatly mistakes its true char-
acter and purposes who supposes it to be either. One of the qualifications
required of every candidate for admission to the Lodge is, that he shall
possess some trade or occupation, or other means of providing a sufficient
support for himself and family, and of contributing something to the
general charity. If the petitioner does not possess this qualification, he
cannot afford to be made a Mason, nor can the Lodge afford to receive
him. He has no moral right to appropriate for admission into the Masonic,
or any other voluntary association, those means which are required for his
own support, or that of his family. If while thus unfortunately restricted
in his pecuniary circumstances, he solicits admission, the logical inference
is that he is either regardless of his duty to his family, or that he is
influenced by mercenary considerations, and is seeking an investment
from which he anticipates large returns. In either case his admission
will not add to the credit or profit of the Lodge.

An error into which our Lodges too frequently fall, is the admission of
candidates against whom no very serious objections are raised, and yet
whose habits of life and general reputation are, at least, so equivocal that
even their friends are not willing to give them a clear and unqualified
endorsement before the Lodge. They belong to the class of * clever
Sfellows,”—men who are never guilty of any particular crime, and yet are
continually running into what their friends are pleased to call indiscretions,
but which other people are very apt to regard as disgraceful acts. The
argument in such cases is, that the influences of Masonry and the
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associations of the Lodge-room, if he be admitted, will soon cure the
little irregularities of the petitioner, and thus be the means of saving him;
while, on the other hand, his rejection will probably result in his ruin.
The sympathies of the Brethren are enlisted, and he is received—nine
times in ten, to the great damage of the character of the Lodge. The
only safety in such cases lies in a free use of the black balls. If the
candidate does not present a clean character, our plain duty is to reject
him, without regard to the wishes or the pleadings of partial friends.

Our Ipstitution is a noble one. Everywhere existent and everywhere
a unity,—the perfection of human wisdom and genius,—the history of the
world does not furnish its parallel. Second only to Christianity in the purity
of its principles and the loftiness of its aims, it is second only to that in
its capabilities for good. It has been the misfortune of both to have been
too frequently dishonored in its own household, and this misfortune will
continue to be incident to both until the heart of man shall be purified and
sin driven from the world; but the principles on which they rest are
unchangeable and pure as the emanations of divine wisdom. Neverthe-
less, it is our duty to guard our institution and protect its history, its
principles and its privileges from desecration and abuse. We must cherish
itasitis: have a care over the conduct of its members as they are, and
see that it suffers no depreciation—as it is sure to suffer decay—from
the admission of unworthy men, who bring nothing into it, and should
not be permitted to take anything away from it. Let it be realized that
our Order, like every other secular association, is dependent upon its
individual members for its existence and for its character: they consti-
tute both.

It is sometimes asked, How are the uninitiated to know that the
principles of Masonry are of the high character we claim for them?
and the usual answer is—Masonry, like Christianity, rests upon the
Bible as its basis. The Christian points to the Bible as kis, by the
gift of God,—the Mason points to it as his, by adoption,—and both pre-
sent it as * the rule and guide of their faith and conduct.” But it is a
very easy matter for the Christian to say he takes the Bible for the rule
of his conduct ; yet if his actions in life do not square with its precepts
and teachings—who will believe him? So itis very easy to say that
Masoury is a moral institution ; but if the character and conduct of its
members are immoral, who will believe us ? A tree is judged by its fruit.
And so will Masonry be judged, let us talk pever so earnestly and
eloquently of the purity of its principles and the loftiness of its aims.

The importance of maintaining the high character of our institution, at
this time of its prosperity, will be assented to by all, and the usefulness,
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to this end, of well conducted periodicals, in disseminating its principles
among its members and sustaining its position before the public, will
not be denied. It has been the object of this Magazine from the
beginning, to elevate the Fraternity of Masons, to give dignity and
importance to the brotherhood, and to preserve the Institution from inno-
vation and deterioration. It has no sympathy with reformers or changers.
The Institution of Masonry, its ancient landmarks and constitutions, its
forms and rituals, have been rendered sacred by time and experience,
and are not to be tampered with by restless innovators and those who
think they can improve its teachings, its laws, or its language. Such
attempts will receive no countenance from the pages of this journal, so
long as it is under the control of its present editor.

With these few words and thoughts we close the preface to another
volume of this Magazine—having no new promises to make, no new lines
to mark out: our course is onward in the path we have so long trodden
with our readers, and with whom we have no desire to part company.

BosTton, Nov. 1, 1857.

WYOMING LODGE,—MELROSE.

A xew Lodge was constituted by the Grand Lodge of this Common-
wealth, at Melrose, on Monday, the 12th Oct. ult., under the above pretty
name. The occasion was one of more than usual interest; and the
ceremonies of consecrating the Lodge, insialling its officers, and dedicating
its new hall, were performed by the M, W. Grand Master, J. T. Heazb,
Esq., assisted by the Grand Officers, in a very handsome, appropriate and
impressive manner. At the conclusion of which, the Grand Master
delivered an eloquent and highly practical address, occupying about forty
minutes. It was replete with instructive suggestions and wholesome
advice, which, if properly regarded, as we feel assured they will be by
the Brethren for whose guidance they were more particularly intended,
will contribute largely to the prosperity of the Lodge and the welfare of
the Institution throughout the Commonwealth.

The ceremonies in the Lodge-room having been concluded, the Brethren
present were invited to an adjacent hall, where an elegant collation was
spread for their refreshment ; and to which they were appropriately and
eloquently welcomed by the Rev. Brother Dennis, W. Master of the new
Lodge. At the proper time, short speeches were made by the Grand
Master and several of his officers; when the Grand Lodge returned to
the city, feeling that they had spent an agreeable evening for themselves,
and, as they trust, a profitable one for Masonry.
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Melrose is about five miles from Boston, and is one of the many
beautiful and thriving suburban villages which add so much to the
attractiveness of the environs of the metropolis. The hall in which the
new Lodge is to hold its meetings, has been fitted up with much 1taste,
and though not large, has an air of comfort about it that is not always to
be found in rooms of greater pretensions. We wish cur Brethren
eminent success and unalloyed happiness in their new enterprise.

THE FRANKLIN STATUE.

WE have been politely presented with a copy of an elegant volume,
just published by order of the city government, entitled a ** Memorial of
the Inauguration of the Statue of FrANXLIN.” Itis a work of about four
" hundred octavo pages; and in pointof mechanical execution will compare
favorably with the best specimens that the typographical skill of our city
has ever produced. It is enriched with a fine steel engraving of the
Statue of Franklin, as it stands upon its pedestal in front of the City
Hall ; and also of the monument erected in 1827 over the remains of his
father and miother in the granary burial ground; of the house where he
is supposed to have been born ; and of the Franklin mopument in Franklin
Place. These are all finely executed, and add much to the beauty and
value of the volume.

The literary character of the work is in harmony with the excellence
of its mechanical execution, and does great honor to the patient industry
and good taste of our antiquarian and accomplished Brother, Dr. NATHANIEL
B. SHURTLEFF, to whom our city and State are under the highest obligations
for this and other similar works of public interest.

ln the volume before us we have a full, minute and well arranged history
of every thing and movement apperlaining to, or having any bearing on,
the conception, progress and final inauguration of the Statue, together
with a variety of interesting reminiscences and memorials of the life of
the great Statesman, Printer, and MasoN. The Masonic portion of the
work is full and complete. Justice is done to all parties in the details,
and with the general arrangement all may well be satisfied. We know
not wherein either could be improved.

Notwithstanding the work purports to be, and necessarily is, principally,
a description of the incidents and a collection of the speeches, et cetera,
of the day of inauguration, there is, as we have before suggested, much
new matter, of equal or greater interest, scattered through its pages, for
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which we are indebted to the personal inquiries and antiquarian labors of
the compiler. Among this we find the following description of the house
in which Franoklin is said to have been born on the 6th January, 1705—6.
It was situated in Milk street, opposite to the side-entrance to the Old
South meeting-house, in which Franklin was christened on the day of his
birth. It was standing in our younger days, and the recollection of it is
still quite fresh in our memory :—

““ The main house resembled in form many of the tenements of the olden time
which have been preserved till now. Its front upon the street was rudely clapboard-
ed, and the sides and rear were protected from the clemencies of a New England
climate by large rough shingles. On the street it measured about twenty feet ; and
on the sides, (the westerly of which was bounded by the passage-way and contained
the door-way, approached by two steps,) the extreme length of the building, in-
cluding a wooden leanto used as a kitchen, was about thirty feet. In height the
house was three stories, the upper being an attic, which presented a pointed gable
towards the street. In front, the second story and attic projected somewhat into
the street over the principal story on the ground flcor.

“On the lower floor of the main house there was one room only. This, which
probably served the Franklins as a parlor and sitting-room, and also for the family
eating-room, was about twenty feet square, and had two windows upon the street ;
and it had, also, one upon the passage-way, so near the corner as to give the inmates
a good view of Washington street, from which an aged lady, now living, remembers
well to have seen Washington pass through that street in his last visit to the town.
Besides these windows there had been others in the days of its early proprietors
which opened upon the easterly side of the house, the seats of which were retained
until the destruction of the building. In the centre of the southerly side of the
room was one of those noted large fireplaces, situated in a most capacions chimney,
which are so well remembered as among the comforts of old houses ; on the left of
this was a spacious closet, and on the right the door, communicating with a small
entry in which were the stairs to the rooms above and to the cellar, the latter of
which was accessible to the street through one of the old-fashioned cellar doors,
situated partly in the sidewalk.

‘ On the ground floor, connecting with the sitting-room through the entry, was
situated the kitehen, in a tenfoot addition to the rear part of the main building.
The only windows from this part of the house looked back upon a vacant lot of
land in the extreme rear of the lot which served as a yard and garden plat.

“ The second story originally contained but one chamber, and in this the
windows, door, fireplace and closet, were similar in number and position to those
in the parlor beneath it. Some of the later tenants divided this room by a wooden
partition, forming a small bed-room of the westerly portion, which received light
only through the side window facing Washington street.

“ The attic was also, originally, one unplastered room, and had a window in
front on the street, and two common attic windows, one on each side of the roof,
near the back part of it. This room was, also, at an unknown time, divided by a
partition into two apartments, one in front and the other in the rear.”
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AURORA LODGE, FITCHBURG.

Ox Monday, Sept. 28, 1857, the M. W. Grand Master, John T. Heard, Esq,
with his Wardens, Grand Secretary and others, by particular invitation, visited
Aurora Lodge, at Fitchburg, and installed their Officers for the coming year,
They were as follows: Charles Fessenden, W. M\.—William Kimball, S. W.—
Moses G. Lyon, J. W.—Asher Green, Treas.—James P. C. Cummings, Sec'y.—
Jonas A. Marshall, S. D.—Heanry A. Spooner, J. D.—Henry J. Lowe, S. Std.—
Henry T. Pratt, J. Std.—John W. Wheeler, Marshal—and Martin Newton,
Tyler.

This flourishing Lodge was chartered June 8, 1801, at Leominster, an adjacent
village, and since removed to the growing and prosperous town of Fitchburg.

It was a cheering sight to look around their cosey and convenient Lodge-room
and see such a cluster of fine-looking substantial Brethren, who for more than
half a century have principally sustained this Lodge. There were many
silvery locks and venerable forms, which brought back the memory of other
days, and the appearance of the younger members was a pleasing omen of the
future success of this Lodge. The address of our Grand Master was very
appropriate, replete with instruction, and well calculated to promote among the
members personal knowledge of the Art, and to instil a due caution and rigid
scrutiny, both in bestowing charity on wanderers, and in receiving candidates for
the degrees. He enjoined an unfailing attendance at the communications of the
Grand Lodge. An hour was thus profitably employed, and every word which
fell from his lips—delivered without note, in that frank and animated manner
which comes from a soul deeply interested in our noble Institution—was listened
to with deep attention. The hall was filled to uverflowing by the Brethren and
our fair sisters who honored the occasion. The litile band—I think only a
Quaternion of voices—with the aid of a Seraphine, gave us a treat of melody.
For, it is worthy of remark, there are sometimes at concerts and on public cele-
brations, voices heard, so very highly cultivated and with such a pulmonary
strain, that they rend the ear of a lever of Music. There was no attempt there
at such fashionable super-excellence. Modern screaming has not yet reached the
beautiful vale of Fitchburg. There was no vocal artist rising on octaves to the
third heavens, nor dancing a rigadvon among aerial crotchets, nor exciting the
plaudits of a gaping multitude by a double shuffle among starry appogiaturas.
There was no hanging between heaven and earth on a discordant trill until the
breath was almost gone. On this occasion we had the music of rich, sweet
voices—it came from the heart—it reached the heart.

An elegant collation followed the ceremonies at the Lodge-room. It was given
by Aurora Lodge at the American House, kept with much credit to himself and
the place, by Mr. Comee. Brother Charles Fessenden, Master of that Lodge,
presided. There was much beauty in the hall; whether the flowers which
crowned the feast reflected their colors on the ladies, or their own fine complexions
gave fresh coloring to the boquets, I will not decide. It is pleasant to see our
sisters prosent at such convivial hours. They not only exhilarate the hearts of
the Brethren but soften and temper noisy hilarity, which sometimes arises.

2
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The president drew out several smart speeches from the officers and guests—
all which, as they say editorially on great and stirring occasions, were received
with—unbounded applause. ‘ S.

MASONRY IN INDIA.

MosT of our readears are doubtless informed of the extent to which
Masonry has for some years past, been cultivated in the British possessions
in India. At all the principal points, flourishing Lodges exist, into which
many of the most distinguished men of the native population have from
time to time been initiated. Of course the effect of the present outbreak
must be to interrupt their proceedings, and in many instances to destroy
them altogether. The latter must probably be the fate of the Lodge at
Delbi, now in the hands of the rebels, with a besieging army under its
walls, and at this moment perhaps the most interesting point in India.
This circumstance imparts a peculiar—we may say, a sad interest to the
following (the latest) Masonic intelligence from that unfortunate city.
How many of the Brethren whose names are mentioned, have fallen,
with their families, by the murderous hands of the rebels, it is impossible
to say; but doubtless many. Still, as there were probably influential
natives among the members of the Lodge, there is reason to hope that
some of them, or their families at least, may have escaped the general

massacre, both here and at Cawnpore :—

On the 30th of March, the ceremony of installing the W. M. of Star of Delhi
Lodge, was performed at Delhi, by W. Bro. Lieut. G. Forreat (the father of
Masonry in the North-West,) V. W. the Rev. Bro. Smyth, and W. Bro. Buckley,
late of Lodge Harmony, Cawnpore. V. W. Bro. Smyth went over from Meerut
expressly for the purpose of affording his assistance. The eastern chair was
occupied by W. Bro. Forrest (who conducted the proceedings in his we!l-known
skiltul and Impressive way,) and the duties of Wardens were discharged by V. W.
Bro. Smyth and W. Bro. Buckley. The ceremony of Installation (alter the
requisite preliminaries were coucluded, and D. Prov. G. M.’s Dispensation for
holding the Lodge had been read) was performed by the three installing Masters ;
ard W. Bro. Capt. Russell, of the 54th regt. N. I., was duly proclaimed in the
three Craft Degrees, by V. W. Bro. T. C. Smyth, as first W. M. of Star of Delhi
Lodge.

The following Officers were afterwards appointed by the W. M, and addressed
by V. W. Bro. Smyth on the subject of their respective Masonic duties (excepting
W. Bro. Forrest) :—Bros. Lieut. G. Forrest, P. M.; Dr. Dopping, S. W.; Lieut.
Holland, J. W.; W. Bro. Conductor Buckley, S. D.; Bros. Conductor Scully,
J. D ; Conductor Settle, Tyler.

The services of Bro. W, H. Marshall, a worthy, able, and most zealous Mason,
have been happily secured for this infant Lodge, in the important capacities of Sec.
and Treas.

On the closing of the Lodge the Brethren adjourned to another room, where an
ample inangurating banquet had been prepared. The evening was enlivened by
various songs, toasts, and speeches ; all imbued with that spirit of harmony and
brotherly love which should ever characterize Masonic assemblies.
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VISIT TO THE GRAVE OF HENRY PRICE.

At an early hour on Tuesday following the festival of Aurora Lodge, at Fitch-
burg, as noticed in another place, the M. W. Grand Master, John T. Heard, with
Bradford L. Wales, 8. W., John H. Sheppard, J. W, and Charles W. Moore,
G. Secretary, visited Townsend, where lie the ashes of our first Grand Master,
Hexry Prick, Esq. The spot is about ten miles N. E. from Fitchburg, and we
visited it under the charge and kind attentions of Brother James I’. C. Cummings,
M. D. A winding road over hill and dale, beautifully diversified at this season
of the year by the various hues of leaf, flower and field, as we rolled along with
a pair of fine horses, gave a refreshing zest to the excursion. It was a visit to
the Mecca of Masonry in America; although we saw no Mohammedan Brack
Stoxk there, yet we do hope, that where a slate slab now stands, there will one
day be a Waite Srong, such as Christians erect to the memory of worth.

At our arrival at Townsend, we had 10 make several inquiries before we found
the dwelling of Mr. William Wallace, the only surviving grand child of our
firs, and distinguished Grand Master ;—a man about 66 years of age—an old
bachelor—living alone in a humble cottage of a single story and single room,
ten by twelve feet in dimensions—and situated on the brow of a hill. He had
just risen, as we knocked at the door, from a small table by the wall-side covered
with the fragments of his dejeuner. One corner of the room was the miniature
of a cooper’s shop, judging from the tools and a heap of shavings lying there,
and in the middle was a cooking stove, and behind the door his homely couch.
The building stood a few rods from the gate, overlooking his pauca jugera—as
Horace calls his Sabine farm—about six acres of land, where he cultivated a
small patch of potatoes, afew cabbages and some half dozen apple trees. Here
dwelt in humble circumstances the immediate and only surviving descendant of
one, who in his day was an opulent Merchant, accustomed to refined society
and at the head, and, indeed, the founder of Freemasonry in this Western World.
He was truly an original—another Robinson Crusoe—such a recluse did he
appear in his attire, and in the wild and withered garniture of his face, where a
grey and grisly beard cast a shadow over his features.

We found him very kind and communicative. He pointed out the spot on the
opposite side of the road, where once stood the farm house of his grandfather,
in which, among rural scenes and occupations, he spent his declining years. Not
a vestige of the house remains, but he showed us an ancient Pear tree, near the
site, which was transplanted by his grandfather from his garden in Menotomy,
when he removed from West Cambridge to Townsend, where he at first had a
mere summer residence and finally made his only home. It was suggested that
this Pear tree ought to be purchased by the Grand Lodge and converted into
farniture and ornaments for our hall, as a memorial of this excellent man. The
cherishing and veneration of remembrances of virtue are incentives to duty, and
it is delightful to look at every sign and token of those endeared to us. Things
in themselves indifferent, may become powerfully suggestive,in some circum-
stances, 1o memory, and awaken a train of feelings, which the best and wisest of
our race have ever loved to cherish.

The interview with Mr. Wallace was the more interesting, because it was
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with him our Grand Master corresponded on the situation of the grave of Henry
Price, Esq. From him, cousequently, came the generous donation of the only
existing and true portrait of our first Grand Master, which now adorns the walls
of our Grand Lodge room in the Temple, already embellished with so many
pictured faces of our distinguished officers. The resemblance of the grandson
to this Portrait was very striking—the same prominent contour of features and
lineament of expression. Mr. Wallace, after having been handsomely remem-
bered for the trouble we gave him, directed us to the spot where the remains of
his grandfather were laid in the old village cemetery.

We found the church-yard on our return without difficulty. It is on the
western side of the county road. About two rods from the gate and nearly
opposite to it the large slate-stone attracted our notice :—a slab three feet square
with a circular top. On the face of it was the sculptured epitaph, traced in
plain, clear outlines, and so deep as to resist the winds and rains of more than
seventy years, which had injured or effaced the inscriptions on very many of
the numerous dark grave-stones surrounding it. But, this needed no mallet nor
chisel of OLp MoRrTaLITY to bring out and restore to view the dim and fading
characters on the tablet. The following taken from Brother Moore’s interesting
sketch of Henry Price, Esq., in the appendix to the Constitutions of the Grand
Lodge, is a correct copy :—

IN MEMORY OF -
HENRY PRICE, Esq.

Was born in London about the year of our Lord 1697.
He removed to Boston about the year 1723 ;
Received a Deputation
Appointing him Grand Master of Masons in New England ;
and in the year 1733 was appointed a
Cornet sn the Governor's Troop of Guards,

with rank of Major. .
By his diligence and industry in business,
He scquired the means of a confortable living,
With which he removed to Townsend
In the latter part of his life.
He quitted Mortality the 20th of May, A. D. 1780,
Leaving a widow and two young daughters,
With a numerous company of friends and acquaintances
to mourn his departure,

Who have that ground of hope concerning his present lot
which results from his undissembled regard to his Maker und e¢xtensive benevolence to his
Fellow Creatures, manifested in life
by a behaviour consistentent with his character as a
ASON,

And his nature as a Man,

This ancient cemetery is full of graves, and grey or dark brown slate stones
are thickly scattered in every direction. I saw but one white tomb-stone in the
whole circuit of vision. There was one slab like that at the grave of Henry
Price; it contained the memorial of the venerable clergyman of the village.
This dwelling place of the dead is sequestered and lonely, and bounded by a
thick forest of evergreens. It commands an extensive view of the village, fields
and encircling hills. A stranger, who looks back on the early settlement of this
mountainous part of Massachusetts, cannot gaze on these silent tenements of a
great congregation of the dead of other times, without solemn reflections, It is

on such a spot, in a quiet village, among pastoral scenery, that we feel and realize
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the simple melody of that exquisite production, Gray’s Elegy in a Country
Charchyard,

‘¢ Beneath those rugged elms that yew treer shade,
Where heaves the turf in meny & mouldering beap,
Each in his narrow cell forever luid
The rude forefathers of the hawmlet sleep.”

But among these humble memorials, doomed at a future day to oblivion, from
the perishable nature of the material, let not the ashes of the first Grand Master
of Masons in America be exposed to ruthless neglect. The letters on the
dark slabof slate erected to his memory, in a few years will become illegible,
and the grave itself will be forgotien, unless some more durable monument be
raised to perpetuate the spot. This Cemetery is already forsaken and has
become obsolete : and another and larger Churchyard, more convenient and in-
tended to be tastefully laid out and decorated with trees and shrubbery, attracted
our eye as we passed by the hill-top. Consequently, neglect of this one will
only hasten the natural decay which time produces, and make it hereafter an
oblivious field, a nameless tenement, of the buried dead of other generations.

As our litlle company grouped around this humble tablet of slate—already
touched by the finger of time—it seemed as though I heard a voice from the
ground where lie the ashes of our distinguished Grand Master, calling on the
great Fraternity to remember the founder of Freemasonry on this Continent,
and leave some enduring vestige of gratitude and affection on the spot—some
modest column of eternal remembrance over hie remains. Such atribute is due
to our ancient Grand Master—such a memorial to Masonic worth. True, his
portrait adorns our Grand Lodge room; and among the endearing pictures of
his admired successors, which embellish the walls, it looks down over the pillar
of the R. W, Grand S. W. in the west; but that is not enough. It is confined to
our own sanctuary. Let the world around us see how we honor the memory of
patrons and eminent Brethren.

To recall the virtues of the good and great—1to look on the monuments, and
portraits, and memorials of men who have done the world some good, re-acts on
our own hearts. It inspires better resolutions for the time to come ; it invigorates
us in the path of duty ; and it awakens an ardent desire of imitation. * Quam
multas nobis imagines, non solum ad intuendum, verum etiam ad imitandum,
fortissimorum virorum expressas scriptores et Greeci et Latini reliquerunt! quas
ego mihi semper in administranda republica proponens animum et mentem
meam ipsa cogitatione hominum excellentium conformabam.”

‘* How many pictures of the bravest of men have the Greek and Latin writers
left, not only to contemplate, but likewise to imitate! These illustricus models
I always set before me in the government of the State, and formed my conduct
by contemplating their virtues.”

Thus spake Cicero nearly two thousand years ago—in his splendid defence of
the poet Archias,

All nations have felt the influence of such remembrances of worth on the
people. Greece was full of splendid pictures, monuments, statues, and temples,
in her days of glory. The ruins of the Doric temple erected 10 Theseus, still
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charm the traveller. Pictorial entablatures, fallen pillars, and broken columns,
still survive to speak the gratitude and the glory of Athens. The Tumulus or
Sepulchral Mount raised between the two great marshes on the plains of
Marathon, still reminds the traveller of a grealness never surpassed in the life
and death-struggle of freedom. There, says Byron,

“ The Mountains look on Marathon,
And Marathon looks on the sea.”

Italy abounds in memorials to deparied excellence. Trajan’s towery column
yet shadows the spot in Rome where his ashes lie. When Cicero was questor in
Sicily, he explored the tomb which Marcellus raised over the remains of
Archinedes, and he found it amidst thorns and thistles by the discovery of the
cylinder and sphere sculptured on the stone. The most beautiful exhibitions of
architecture and the richest designs of sculpture were devoted to the illustrious
dead.

We might dwell upon this subject with profit: but the detail would fill
volumes: for in numerous localties in Europe and Asia, and all along the
primeval banks of the Nile, successive monuments, mausoleums, columns,
temples, and pyramids, rise up to memory before the mind’s eye. Nor would
our ancient Fatherland in her remembrance of the dead, be cast into the shade.
All England speaks of such memorials, and in the deep vaults and death-
chambers of her Westminster Abbey, a multitude of shrines and statues of her
great men, stand forth amidst the awful imagery of the place and emerge into
light. Scotland, too, has not been deficient in her obituary of worth. In
Edinborough the splendid monuments to the memory of our illustrious Brethren,
Burns and WaLTER ScotT, loom up in bold relief. Indeed, there is scarce a
church or cathedral on the continent of Europe or in Great Britain, in which
monuments, effigies and tablets, in honor of the lamented dead, do not apppear,
as handed down by the gratitude of hoary centuries.

Within a few years, the attention of our own country has been awakened, and
the eye of the nation fixed on this solemn, yet heart-moving subject—the
memory of the great and good. Need I refer to the lofty obelisk on Bunker-Hill,
or the gorgeous and magnificent structure now being erected in the capital, to the
honor of our deathless Washington? And the recent inauguration of the statues
of Franklin and Warren is familar to every one.

A change, too, has come over us, touching the adornment and sacredness of
church-yards. It is not a very distant period of time, when burial-places,
especially in country villages, were the most neglected spots in the land. With
ragged, shattered fences, or none at all—without path or alley—exposed to the
unhallowed treud of cattle and beasts of the field—covered with brambles,
thistles and briars—with grave-stones broken or almost prostrate on the ground—
and in some cases, on the side of sandy hills, with coffins exposed to sight.
Such is an unvarnished picture of a country church-yard not very long ago, in
many parts of New England,—a place which ought to be holy ground, called,
by our Saxon ancestors, * God’s Acre,” and yet seldom or never visited, except
when the mourner was forced there in the funeral procession to follow the re-
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mains of some friend to the neglected spot. Even a Turk, whose country has
ever been remarkable for the embellishment and veneration of the homes of
their dead, would then have blushed at such depraved taste in a land of light
and knowledge. But another and a better spirit prevails everywhere, and we
trast that all this barbarous neglect and savage indifference have disappeared
forever from this Christian land. Not only in numerous towns and villages
have neat and appropriate enclosures been prepared, but many of our cities have
laid out and adorned large and splendid cemeteries, surrounded by all the
beauties of natare. In some of them the sepulchres of the dead are touching
landmarks of affection, rising among groves, and winding walks, and on the hill
top or by the river’s side, in the midst of landscape scenery. Where the dead
repose in retired places, among the loveliest imagery of nature, where the birds
of music fill the groves, and the tree buds and the flower blooms with the earliest
zephyr of spring, it seems as though the spirits of our much loved friends were
around us, invisible to the eye, but whispeiing better, holier thoughts. Of
this description are the beautiful localities of Mount Auburn in the vicinity of
Boston—Greenwood Cemetery of New York—Laurel Hill in Philadelphia—and
Green Mount in Baltimore. Many others might be named : such as Forest
Hills in Roxbury, and Wood Lawn in Chelsea, and Mount Hope in Bangor.

If, therefore, such veneration has been paid ia all past times, to the memory of
patriots, warriors and learned or holy men, why should not our Fraternity—now
spreading over thirtytwo States, from the waters of the St. Croix to the Rio
Grande, from the Atlantic to the Pacific oceans—why should not cur Fraternity
remember its founder and first Grand Master of Masous in America? )

1 repeat it again and again, that we owe a monumental tribute of our respect and
affection 1o the honored memory of HEnrY Price ; something beyond a humble,
homely, perishable slate grave-stone, only distinguished in that old cemetery by
its being a little larger than its surrounding companions. A memento more
conspicuous and durable, it is our duty to erect; and let the present slate tablet
be removed to the walls of the Grand Lodge room of Massachuselts, and like
those venerated tomb-stones, which adorn Cathedral walls in Europe, be pre-
served io our sacred retreat. Let the heart but feel its importance, and the hand
of our loyal Brethren will readily open to its execution.

A handsome Monument of Italian marble can be erected without a heavy
cost. It can be finished and placed on the spot, enclosed by a neat, and substantial
iron railing, for three hundred dollars. But, we may do more than this : and the
way and manner are plain without being burdensome to our Brethren, or a severe
encroachment on our Grand treasury. Letthe Grand Lodge appropriate, say
two or three hundred dollars, to this object, and every Lodge in this Common-
wealth—and there are nearly one hundred at this time—devote a sum not less
than five dollars ; and thus a thousand dollars could be raised. Then might a
rich and elegant Monument stand conspicuous in that ancient Cemetery, and tell
the world how good and true Masons love one another, and honor the virtues of
departed worth,

Should this proposal meet the generous feelings of the Brethren, we may see,
nex! summer, the noble work accomplished, and the Grand Lodge of Massachu-
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selts may have the opportunity, if they see fit, at our next festival of Holy St.
John, in June, to consecrate a fitling memorial to HEXRY Prick, on the spot, with
due and august ceremonies.

-

PRESENTATION OF A MARK.
Vicksburg, Miss., Sept. 21, 1857.
Coxp. MOORE,

Dear Sir—I forward you for publication in your valuable and popular Masonic
Magazine, (provided you deem it deserving of such notice,) a portion of the
proceedings of Vicksburg R. A. Chapter, No. 3, at the stated meeting held at the
Masonic Hall on the 12th inst., at which time a beautiful Mark was presented by
the Chapter to Comp. Cykoski, as a reward for his untiring exertions in procuring
and recording the Marks of the members. So neglectful had they been of this
duty, that previous to the efforts of Comp. Cykoski not more than six or eight
Marks had been recorded, although we have had a Mark Book for several years.

Comp. Cykoski has recorded nearly one hundred Marks in a very neat and
creditable manner. On presenting the Mark, our M. E. H. P. and D. G. H. P.
Comp. B. Springer, delivered the following address :—

Com. Cyrosk1—The laudable motive by which you have been actuated as
well as the untiring energy, perseverance and fidelity exhibited in your voluntary
taking upon yourself the arduous and laborious duty of collecting, selecting and
recording the most distinguished and important symbol of our Order, and the
skill and ability displayed by you in the discharge of that onerous duty, have
induced your companions the members of this R. A. Chapter to tender you some
proof of their appreciation of your labors and of their entire satisfaction that
your *“work is good work, such work as will stand the test of the overseers’
squares.”

To carry out this desirable object and accomplish this design they have pro-
cured this beautiful Jewel, the true value of which can be known only to M. M,
Masons, and through their partiality and kindness I have been selected to perform
the pleasing task of presenting it to you in their behalf, as an humble testimonial
of their personal respect, and of the high regard which they entertain for your
moral and Masonic character as a man and as a Mason.

The mystical characters, Comp. Cykoski, which adorn this symbol, as well as
its brightness and purity, will ever remind you of the importance of faithfully
discharging all those various duties which you owe to God, your neighbor and
rourself, and will forcibly inculcate that truthful adage that a good Mason must

e a good man.

The duty my worthy Comp. of presenting you this memento, is the more
pleasing and gratifying to me from the fact that {feel well assured that by you it
will never be unworthily worn, and that each member in coming years, as he
observes it suspended from your neck, will peint to it with piide, and exultingly
exclaim, “[ have done something to reward honest merit.”

To which Comp. Cykoeki replied as follows :—

“ M. E.—My tongue is a poor interpreter of my heart. It is impossible for me
to express 10 you with what deep feelings of ﬂaﬁlude I receive this token of
your friendship and esteem. It will certainly a monitor that will always
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remind me of the duties-I owe our great and glorious Institution, and of those
duties [ have to fulfil as a faithful and zealous Mason. Permit me, also, M. E.,
to assure you that I am happy and proud to live in this free country of my
adoption, where Freemasonry flourishes free from persecution and tyranny.

‘Aud you, my dear Companions, I hope that you will continue towards me
those kind and friendly feelings which you have so beautifully exhibited 10-
night, through our venerable H. P. Be assured that it will ever be my constant
endeavor to deserve them.”

Yours fraternally,
W. W, ALLEIN, Sec, of Vicksburg Chapter, No. 3.

“JOSEPH WARREN LODGE.”*

Tuis new Lodge in Boston was regularly constituted and its officers installed
by the Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth, at the Masonic Temple, on Thursday
evening, Oct. 15th. A Dispensation for this Lodge was granted about a year ago
by the then Grand Master, Dr. Winslow Lewis, and W. Bro. Caleb Rand, of this
city, (Charlestown,) has been its acting Master. The Lodge assembled in the
room of the Grand Lodge, at half-past 5 o’clock. At 6 o’clock, after the usual
forms, the Grand Lodge entered the hall and proceeded with the ceremonies of
constitution. The exercises were in order as follows : Prayer by the Chaplain,
Rev. E. M. P. Wells; Hymn by the choir; consecration ceremonies by the M.
'W. Grand Master, assisted by the Grand Wardens and other officers ; Hymn by
the choir; installation of officers ; address by the Grand Master; singing and
benediction. The exercises and ceremonies were performed in a most admirable
manner, according to the principles and ancient usages of the fraternity ; and the
address of the Grand Master was replete with good instruction and excellent
counsel, especially addressed to the members of the new Lodge. There were
quite a large number of visiting Brethren present, who were interested in the
performances of the evening. At the conclusion of these, the officers and
members of the Joseph Warren Lodge, with the officers of the Grand Lodge
and other guests, partook of an elegant supper at Young's Coffee House. The
Master of the new Lodge, Bro. Wm. E. Graves, presided at the tables, a service
which he performed in a most happy and excellent manner. Sentiments were
given and responded toby a large number of the gentlemen present,all of them
abounding in wit and sentiment to a surpassing degree. Among the speakers
we may mention the following :—Col. John T. Heard, Dr. Winslow Lewis, John
H. Sheppard, and C. W. Moore, Esgs.; Caleb Rand, Esq., Hon. G. Washington
Warren, Wm. S. Gardner, Esq., of Lowell, Judge Thomas Russell, Wm. D.
Coolidge, Esq., and a number of others. The speaking was excellent, and the
sentiments appropriate and felicitously expressed. An extremely pleasant even-
ing was passed, and it was unanimously agreed that the new Lodge commenced
its career of honor and usefulness under the most flattering prospects.

* From the Buaker Hill Aurora,
3
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A POEM, :

Delivered at the Celebration of the Anniversary of St. John the Baptist, June 24th, A. L.,
5857, at Nashua, N. H.

DY, SIR KNIGHT GEO. O. BARTLETT, NEW YORK.

LigaT dawned upon the world. From that
Mujestic throne on high, above this splendid
Arch of heavenly blue—beyond the glittering
Stars in night’s broad diadem, the word went
Forth that gave Creation birth. Enchantment
Filled the hour. Aurora’s golden train
Triumpbant in its dazzling beauty, broke from
The caverned portals of the east on, airy
pinions
Borne, and ushered in the first bright morn
Of Life. How glorious was that day. The
Calm glad sunshine, and the lovely eve ; and
Gorgeous clouds in floating beauty dressed,
Hung pendant in the trembling air; Arabian
gales
Sent richest perfume over land and sea,
Aud soft zephyrs mingled with the swelling
Song, that poured its new-born Aathem
To the skies. Perfection marked the handi-
work
Of Deity, All Nature breathed its
Untaught melody to God, and taught mankind
To worship and adore.

A second morning dawned upon the Orient,
The sun of Masonry arose, and with
Benignant beams, dispelled the wave

Of dark Idolatry and sin. From highest
Mountain tops, and lowliest vales, its lovely
Banuer floated on the breeze, proclaiming
Peace on earth, good will to men ; freedom
To the human mind, and unchained liberty
Of thought; the worship of the living God.
Justice, Temperance and Truth,

Are virtues which outlive all time,

That gild the ruins of decay, and bloom
Perpetual in endless years.

Art, Science and

Philosophy, followed in her course, and poured
Along “ The Eternal Cataract of Time,” their
Matchless flood of glories on the world.
There’s not a spot on which the sunlight

lingers, .
Or morning dew-drops glitter on the leaf,
Or birds that waft their melody on the _
Perfumed air, or ice-bound billows

Fall in graudeur to their flood, but
Marks some mystic record of our Craft.

Roll back the tide of Time

To that remote?Antiquity, where long, long
Centuries have buried mouldering cities

In the dust. Gaze through the hallowed
Memories of the past, on Egypt, and Arabia ,
Babylon and Tyre. Or with that Christian
And that saint,(wbose natal day we honor)
Survey the plains of Palestine, and mingle
With that mighty host in arms against

The Infidel. OF cross proud Ganges

Flood to Indies spicy groves and flowery
Plains, where gloomy superstition reigned
1a blood, und Mercy wept at her dark
Catalogue of crime.

Rhodes and Malta.
Yet remain historic monuments of departed
Worth, and tears uncheckedjwill flow,
And solemn dirges rise upon the
Miduight air, and never fading loveliness
Will crown the memory of the good.
Ti#re sleep the brave, within a rocky
Mausoleuin enshrined, who feli with armor
On, and gave their lives in honor of
Their faith, So may we live
To guard the emblems of our trust; thus
May we die, and with unsullied
Glory give to God the jewel of the soul.

Still bend our way in
Thoughts domain and traverse empires
Trodden to the dust; whose solemn
Grandeur stands in broad magnificent array,
And sculptured columas rear their arches
To the sky. We gaze on Rome! proud
Mistress of the world. Her sun has
Set. Hermighty ones are gone ; her Rubicon
Is passed. Yet beauty lingers on her
Cloud capped hills, and heavens own light
All lovingly descends, and gilds
The unfading glories of the past.

Then, with a poet's rapture, stand on
Ida’s mount, and view that classic soil,
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Where Zgean waves in sunlight splendor’
rolled,

And morning zephyrs kissed bright forms of
love

That glowed in sculptured marble, on her
palaces

And shrines.  'Where Pagan worshippers

Unrolled the scroll of fate, and bleeding

Gladiators fell. Land of enchantment,

Luxury, and decay; where true Promethean

Fire came down from Heaven, and Jove

Himself hurled thunderbolts of war; where

Plato died, and Sappho weeping sung—

Hushed is that music now—

Exernal night has set his signet on her brow,

And Time’s vast record stamps

Her once bright page in eloquence and tears,

No more shall Orpheus’
Living Lyre awake its echoes in
Arcadian groves. No more shall great
Apollo hold mysterious rites at Delphi's
Ruined shrine. No more shall silent
Helicoa his plumage bend o’er conquered
Heroes, slaughtered dust, or Grecian
Youths exchange Parnassian wreaths
For glorious deeds. Castalia’s
Fountain mingles with her golden
Sands, and Tempes’ vale of Love
In dreamless beauty sleeps.
A Lethean desert but remains to that
Fair land ot Greece, where Homer’s verse
Threw soft enchantment o’er her sunny
Isles, and Socrates, the god-like martyr,
Burst the imprisoned chain of life,
Aund vet his soering spirit free,

Go
Ask the Pyramids the history of therr
Greatness, or the sacred sshes of that
Ancient temple, adorned by the illustrious
Hand of him, for whose exalted memory
The Accacia lives and blooms. But
Masonry survives. Eternal Truth!
Divine and lovely, as she came from
God's own hand,
Still shines, allone and tranquil ray,
Upoa the splendid ruins of a world.

Masonry is the child of God.
Like Noah’s Dove, her light wing swept
The air, and like murmuring cadence
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Of the ses, her song of joy from unseen
Harp-strings. fell, and gave a new
Divinity to man.

‘Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty, are the
Noble columns which sustain her bending
Arch ; Faith, Hope, and Charity, her
Starry canopy.

Around her Altar’s sacred
Shrine, angelic love all calm and peaceful,
Stands. Bright Faith unfolds her pearly wing,
And silent thoughts from grateful hearts,
In wreaths of burning incense rise,
She hovers light o’er the couch of pain,
And whispers to the anguished heart
The melody of hope. She cheers the way-

worn .

Wanderer with his toilsome load, and
Lifts the fainting spirit in its deathless
Flight. Her land-marks are the
‘World’s broad page of history; her trophies
Are the light of peace, of pure bencficence,
Of justice and equality to man.

Brethren of The Mystic Tie; this light

Is ours; the lamp which guides our feet,
The star that points the way where
Angels tread. 'Tis ours, to stand as
Watchmen of the night, and guard with
Jealcus care this treasure of the free.

'Tis ours to struggle in life's battle-field
As faithful soldiers of the Cross, and forge
A crown of everlasting beauty for that
Celestial Lodge above.

How glorious the
Thought! how full of promise to the heart,
‘When evening shadows dim the perting day,
And Death’s dark Angel claims us for
His own, to gaze upon the silver stream
Which opens on the vista of the past, and

| Read on its unsullied wave, the record of

A life well spent; the priceless gem of
Virtue, and of virtuous deeds.

Masonic Pilgrim! don your stafl
And hood, and travel onward in the
Rugged paths that meet your trembling
Nteps. Gold and Silver you have none;
But Faith ; immortal faith, triumphart
In the Lion of Judean tribe, illumes
Your way. The cold and cheerless
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Night-wind whispers Sealed, your name is written in The

Music to your ear, and heavenly hopes Book of Life. Each hour of suffering

Like clustering angels hover round your Here but adds a jewel to your crown,

Head. Your pilgrimage And every_tear that fulls in sweet repentance
Is well nigh done. A band you cannot Of a wrong, becomes a Pearl of untold

See, is gently raised that beckons you Treasure to the soul. We know that

Away. A voice you cannot hear is Our Redeemer lives,and in that blest Asylum
W hispering through the realms of day, Of the Just, will welcome us to joys un-
And cslls you to the Spirit Land. speable

The last libation poured, your destiny is And full of GLORY.

TRAVELLING MENDICANTS.

WEe publish the following notice for the information and protection of
our Lodges and Brethren against imposition : —

Natick, October 1, 1857.

Dear Sir and Brother—A Mason, made in Ireland, by the name ot Nichols,
representing himself as from Montreal, and bound for Quebec, where he wishes to
engage a passage to Europe, visited our Lodge last night. He had a long story
about his misfortunes, &c., &c. We gave him two dollars and a ticket to Boston ;
and have since found out that he visited Middlesex Lodge, at Framingham, only
night before last, and they gave him five dollars or more. He stopped with a Bro.
Mason, knowing him to be such, last night here, who is the keeper of a Public House,
and left this morning in first train of cars—forgetting to pay his bill.

He is a man some forty years old, uses a crutch and cane ; wore a blue circular
cape, converses freely and with a good degree of intelligence. Judging from the
actions above referred to, I think him to be an unworthy Brother, and thought in
justice to Freemasonry, I should acquaint you of the fact, to prevent others, if
possible, from being duped in like manner.

He is lame in his left leg, and says pieces of bone have been working through
the flesh. Fraternally yours,

Gso. L. Sueerer, Sec’y Meridian Lodge.

The person here referred to, may or may not have been regularly
initiated into Masonry. If a Mason, he is evidently an unworthy and
dishonest man and vagrant, travelling about the country at the expense of
the Lodges. The Lodge at Framingham had furnished him with ample
means to carry him comfortably, at least two hundred miles on his
journey ; yet only fortyeight hours afierwards, he had travelled but some
six or eight miles, and is again found before another Lodge, repeating his
well committed tale of distress, and seeking further aid from his Brethren,
studiously concealing from them his previous success! Succeeding here,
he the next morning vindicated his character and crowned his rascality
by running away and leaving his tavern bill unpaid, though his host was
a Brother, and had probably contributed the previous evening to relieve
his supposed necessities! He was doubtless an impostor, and will
probably continue to practice his impositions in other parts of the country,
unless this exposure of his character shall have the effect to stop him.
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Our Brethren at Natick were influenced by generous and honorable
sympathies in contributing to his relief, but they should have scrutinized his
story a little more carefully. Had they done this, we think they would
have saved their money for a more deserving Brother. When he told
them that he was on his way from Montreal to Quebec—for so we under-
stand the statement—they should have told him that he had better return
the way he came, and refused him their sympathies and admission into
their Lodge. Such a story carries a falsehood on its face.

The country is overrun with such vagrants, and the number is daily
increasing—and they will continue to increase so long as our Lodges
continue to encourage and support them. When they cease to do this,
and learn to treat them like impostors, as they are, they will seek some
other means of living, and we shall be rid of them—not before. Refuse
them all, and save your funds for the relief of worthy Brethren in your
midst, who, this hard winter, will require all your sympathies and all your
charities.

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS
AND RHODE ISLAND.

Tris body held its annual dommunication at Providence, R. I, on the 12th
October. We are told the attendance was large, and thata good degree of
harmony marked its proceedings. The following is an extract from the record,
as given by the G. Recorder :—

% The Committee appointed at the last gession of this Grand Body, on amend-
ments to the Constitation, altering Namxs and TiTLEs, to conform to the decisions
of the last GeNersL GraND ExcampyeNT, made a full report in print.

% The discussion on this report, showed very clearly, that the proposed alterations
would subject the Encampments and Sir Knighls, to greal INCONVENIENCE,
EMBARRASSMENT and £xpeNsE; and inasmuch as there were strong reasons to
suppose, from other and more important considerations, that, at the next session
of the GENERAL GRaND ENncampumeNT, this subject will undergo a review and
essential modification—on motion of Sir Knight William Field, it was

“ Poted, That this whole report lay upon the table for future consideration.”
The officers elected for the current year are as followa :—

M. E. Sir Danier Harwoop, of Boston, Grand Master.
Sir Joun McCLELLAN, of Boston, Deputy G. Master.
Sir SamueL Lewis, of Providence, Grand Generalissimo,
Sir Joun B. Rzkp, of Pawtucket, Grand Capt. General.
Rev. Sir WM. R. ALGER, of Boston, Grand Prelate.
Sir J. A. D. JosuiN, of Providence, Grand Senior Warden.
Sir Wu. A. SmitH, of Worcester, Grand Junior Warden.
Sir WM. Parkman, of Boston, Grand Treasurer.
Rev. Sir Stepuen LoveLr, of Boston, Grand Recorder.
Sir CuarLes B. FarnsworTtH, of Pawtucket, G. S. Bearer.
Sir Henry Gopparp, of Worcester, Grand Standard Bearer.
Sir Bensamin DEaN, of Boston, Grand Warder.
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ADOPTIVE MASONRY.*

For the benefit of the lady readers of the MoN1TorR—and they are numerous—
we have extracted from the London Freemasons’ Magazine, for August, the
subjoined article on ‘ Lady Masoary.” In doing this, we wish it to be understood
that we are not in favor, nor can we see the utility of what is known, and, we
believe, practised in the United States as the ¢ Adoptive Rite,” nor of any other
association of women, purporting to be female Freemasons. Our reasons for this
are numerous ; but the principal objection, and that of itself is sufficient, is, that
¢ Adoptive Masonry” is an imposition. No lady can ever be a Mason ; and all
societies in connection with Masonry, composed of ladies, have really no Masonic
secrets, nor anything else Masonic, but the name, any more than an Union of
Daughters of Temperance or a Common Sewing Circle.

There are many good Masons, we believe, who would like to see ¢ Lady
Masonry” become more generally diffused, and we know some who would like
1o see its introduction into our Provinces, but if they only consider that, while it
may please the Ladies, it is certainly an imposition upon their goodness, they
will pause before taking any steps in its favor. “ Adoptive Masonry” has been
condemned by many of the Grand Lodges on this continent, and by the Masonic
press of America, and we believe that our fair sisters—for we consider them
sisters without need of their taking vows as such—will allow the Brethren in this
case o think for them, and they may rest assured that their interests Will ever be
well regarded when in the hands of a good and true Freemason.

We asserted above that no Lady can ever be a Mason. We cannot explain
the why of this; but ¢ the unalterable rules of our Order forbid it;” and on this
very matter alady wrote to a Brother editor in a Western city these few expressive
words: “] would feel very much humiliated to have it supposed that I required
a reason why we could not share in those mysteries. I may be peculiar, but it
seems unwomanly—undignified—to refer to it, that is, to suggest even a
¢ why.

And our Brother added thereto : ‘ There speaks the true and sensible woman.
It is enough for her to know that the secrets of Masonry cannot be communicated
to women, and she is content. She asks no reason for it, and desires no adoptive
rites, in the shape of pretended degrees, to atone for her exclusion. That
woman is a Mason, without passing the ordeal of our mystic ceremonies; and,
as the daughter of a Mason, will secure all the benefits of Masonry which
inure to her relationship. We hail her as a—sister.”

We need say no more, but we will lay the article referred to before our
readers :—

LADY MASONRY, OR MASONRY OF ADOPTION,

M. Cesar Moreau, a very distinguished French Freemason, has written at
great length on this subject, and we have much pleasure in laying before the
Craft in England some particulars of ¢ this dependence on Freemasonry.”

It may be asked, what is this Masonry of Adoption or Lady Masonry? Some
authors carry its origin as far back as the times of the rites of Ceres, Cybele, or

*From the Freemasons’ Monthly Moaitor, St. John, N. B.
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the Vestals; according to others, to the institution of the Gaulish Druidess;
others again, to the religious female congregations of various countries from the
fall of the Roman Emperors to the times of Francis I,

In one of the numbers of the ¢ Mystic Temple,” published by Negre and
Piot, it is aaid, that in the temples of Minerva and Ceres in Greece, females
officiated, and that a Grand Priestess interpreted the oracles of Apollo. We see
in the Bible that Miriam, the sister of Moses, told the Hebrew people that she
was in communication with God. We also know that Levite women participated
in the duties of the Temple. Deborah, the Israelitish prophetess, is a proof of
this, and Maachah, the grandmother and instructress of King Asa, governed the
kingdom of Judah, and the people were happy. Thus there was no objection
that females should participate, to a certian degree, in the Masonic Myasteries, as
also in the works of philanthropy which so eminently characterize our Order :
these are the motives that have served as bases for the foundation of Lodges ot
Adoption, .

The Worshipful Master of the Lodge La Jerusalem des Vallees Egyptiennes,
M. J. 8. Boubee, and who may be called the father of French Masonry, places
the origin of Masonry of Adoption in the severteenth century, and names as its
author the widow of Charles I. of England, daughter of Henry 1V., and sister of
Louis XIIL of France. This princess returned to France after the tragical death
of her husband ; and one of her greatest pleasures was to recount to the King of
France the heroic efforts made in England by the “children of the widow”
(Freemasons) to re-establish her son upon the throne. The queen made known
to the ladies of the court the words and signs which formed their bond of union,
and thus she instructed them in some of the mysteries of the institution, of
which she had been proclaimed the protectress after the death of Charles I.

It has been said that Russia was the cradle of Masonry of Adoption, and that
it originated with Catherine ; for. we observe in 1712 the Czarina, atter having
saved, almost miraculously, Peter the Great, who was surrounded by the Turkish
army in the Pruth, and when his defeat seemed inevitable, obtained from Peter,
in commemoratien of her devotion, ability, and valour, the. permission to found
the Order of St. Catherine, an Order of knighthood instituted for females only, of
which she was proclaimed Grand Mistress.

Some time afterwards, and in the eighteenth century, we again see four Grand
Mistreeses belonging to the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, which Order, as is
well known, was an emanation of primitive Masonry. In Italy it was the
Princess of Rochelle; in France the Countess of Maille and the Princess of
Latour ; in Germany the Duchess of Wissembourg.

In the “ Univers Maconnique” of Moreau, he assures us that Masonry of
Adoption is of French origin. “ What other people,” he observes, with rather
more gallantry than truth, *could have raised this beautiful monument of
national gallantry to a sex who in the East are subjected to the most humiliating
dependence; who in Spain are guarded in living sepulchres, namely, the
convents; while in Italy this admirable half of humanity is in the same
position, and in Russia the husband receives from the father-in-law, with his wife
the right of flogging her at bis pleasure? The French,” adds Moreau, ¢ know
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too well how to appreciate the numberless merits of this charming sex, to allow
themselves to be influenced by any other nation in the happiness of proving to
woman that they are at all times their idols, from youth to age.”

We will, however, retrace the history of Masonry of Adoption from 1775,
which appears 1o be the real epoch of its establishment in France.

“Then,” says Boubee, in his Etudes Maconniques, ¢the French ladies, not
wishing to remain indifferent to the good done by Freemasons, wished to form
Lodges of Adoption, so as more efficaciously to exercise charity and goodness.”

The Grand Orient of France, it appears, did not sympathize at firat in the
formation of Lodges of Adoption. It resisted for a long time giving its sanction,
but at last consented to take under its care this important institution, on the
express condition that these assemblies should be presided over by a Worshipfu]
Master of a regular Masonic Lodge. Permission having thus been obtained,
several ladies of distinction strove, by an active and efficient concurrence, to
give to this new institution a happy and powerful commencement. Amongst
them wete the Duchesses of Chartres and Bourbon, the Princess of Lamballe,
the Countesses of Polignac and Choiseul-Gouffier, the Marchioness of Courte-
bonne, aud others,

Ladies’ Masonry is composed of Five Degrees : the dootrine for the first
degree regards the creation of Man and the temptation of Eve; and for the four
other degrees the book of Genesis and the Bible. These assemblies were not
exactly secret; but they had little in common with Freemasonry, excepting
being held in a regular Lodge, and by the performance of acts of charity,
esteem, and affection. A Lodge of Adoption was composed of a Grand Mistress,
a Sister Inspectress, a Sister Depositress, a Sister Oratress, a Sister Secretary, a
Sister Introductress, and a Sister Mistress of Ceremonies. They all wore a blue
watered riband over the shoulder, with a golden trowel as a jewel. The three
first had their mallets. All the Sisters and Brothers who composed the Lodge
wore white aprons and white gloves.

The Duchess of Bourbon was the first to receive the title of Grand Mistress ;
her installation took place in May, 1775, with great pomp, in the Lodge of Saint
Antoine, in Paris, The Duke of Chartres presided in his quality of Grand
Master. "

Nearly a thousand persons, the elite of society, assisted at this meeting. The
first assembly was followed by others no less brilliant, and during several years,
says Boubee, there was united under the sacred banners of charity and the
graces all that the court and the city contained of the most illustrious aud
distinguished, to the great joy and happiness of the poor in the capital,

In 1777 her Highness the Grand Mistress, the Duchess of Bourbon, presided
over the Lodge of Candour, and at one of the meetings there was a voluntary
subscription to recompense an act of civic courage in the person of a brave
soldier of the Anjou regiment, who had thrown himself into the frozen Rhone to
save two drowning children,

The 12th March, 1779, a letter was directed to the Duchess of Bourbon, in her
quality of Grand Mistress. It was sent by a poor family from the country. A
meeting was held, presided over by the Duchess ; funds were subscnbed for the
poor family, who had thus eolicited alms.
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In 1779 the Lodge of Candour offered a prize for the best Essay on the follow-
ing subject : ¢ Which is the most economical way, the most healthy, and the
most useful to society, to bring up foundlings, from the period of their birth to
the age of seven years "’

A titled Mason, but a victim to fam:ly hatred, without profession or resources,
thanks to the noble Sisters composing the Lodge of Candour, obtained, in 1779,
from the king a pension and a lieutenancy.

The court movements, we read in the ‘ Univers Maconnique” of Cesar
Moreau, caused the Lodge of Candour to be broken up in 1780.

The Quadruple Lodge of Adoption of the “Nine Sisters,” so called after the
regular Lodge of the same name, in 1776 and in 1777, of Antenil, was héld at
Madame Helvetius’ ; in 1778 at the same sister’s, in honor of Brother Benjamin
Franklin ; and in 1779, at Waux-hall, philanthropic fetes were held. In 1780,
to celebrate the convalescence of the Grand Master, the Duke of Chartres, the
Lodge Social Contract formed a Lodge of Adoption at Waux-ball, presided over
by the Abbe Bertolio, assisted by the Princess of Lamballe. Three ladies
received the Masonic light, viz., the Viscountesses of Alfrey and Narbonne, and the
Countess of Maille. The approachiug revolution prevented the continuance of
these most agreeable and charitable meetings; even Freemasonry itself was
scarcely able 1o resist this most violent and sanguinary of political disturbances.

During the revolutionary period, Masonry of Adoption almost disappeared ;
and it was only at the commencement of the Empire that we see it rise again.
In 1805, the Empress Josephine, who had been previously received in Paris,
being at Strasbourg, presided over the Imperial Lodge of Adoption in that city—
the Francs-Chevaliers—assisted by Mme. Detrich, wife of the mayor, and Grand
Mistress. The Empress at this meetling admitted one of her ladies of honor,
Madame F. de Canisy, into the mysteries of the Order. At no period, says
M. Boubee, had there been go brilliant a Lodge ; the city itself took part in the
solemnity, excepling the more secret portion.

In 1807, the Lodge of St. Caroline, at Paris, held a meeting of Adoption,
presided over by Madame de Vaudemont. Among the persons present were the
Prince de Cambaceres, the then Grand Master, and the other high dignitaries of
the Grand Orient of France.

The Lodge of the Chevaliers de la Croix, writes Moreau, formed many Lodges
of Adoption. “In 1811 and 1812, through the Lodge des Militaires Reunis of
Verasailles, many Lodges of Adoption were formed. There appeared successively,
in this struggle of honor and pleasure, the I.odges of Themis, the Golden Age,
Anacreon, Perfect Union, St. Joseph, &e. ; and, in imitation of the Lodge of the
Chevaliers de la Croix, the Lodge of the Commanders of Mount Thabor, created
a charitable association under the name of the Lady Hospitalers of Mount
Thabor.”

Under the Restoration, and subsequently, Masonry of Adoption was but little
in vogue; there was a meeting, however, on the 9th of Febrvary, 1819, at
which there assisted the Prince Royal of Wurtemburg, the meeting being
presided over by Madame de Vilette, the devoted friend of Voltaire. There was

4
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also another on the 17th, same month, presided over by Madame de la Roche-
fou.cauld, assisted by those celebrated artists Talma and Madame Duchenois.
All these Lodges of Adoption, according to Boubee, were distinguished ¢ by
the regularity of their work, by the large amounts given to the unfortunate and
to the poor, but more particularly by those liens of friendship which are so
expressive, where the etiquette of rank was not observed.”
Such is, in short, the history of Masonry of Adoption.

MASONIC QUACKERY.
[From the Ashler, for October ]

In these times of change and progress, it is a serious counsideration for each
Brother—how he can best guard our society in its purity, and advance its
prosperity. On this point, we can but reiterate the sentiment we have before
expressed, and call upon the Craft to stay the hand of innovation that is seeking
by specious devices, to engraft new views and degrees upon Masonry, which, if
successful, will certainly sound her death knell. This is not all that should be
done at the present time. An effort should be made to check a growing evil
which is bringing the Institution into disrepute, and causing many good members
to become disgusted with it.

There are other means than the introduction of spurious degrees and new
tests, to inflict a blow on Masonry and injure her welfare. One of the most
specious and successful, which manifests itself in various forms, is what we have
appropriately termed Mausonic Quackery. This is increasing to such an extent,
especially in the Western States, that the period has arrived when, not only to
guard from reproach the repututation of our Order, but for the protection of the
Craft, some active steps should be taken to arrest the wrong. In the class who
thus make dupes of the Fraternity, we place the impostor, and the dishonest or
ignorant member who uses Masonry to advance his own pecuniary fortune,
without regard to her character or interests. Scarcely a day passes that the
Craft in the cities and large towns, on the great travelled thoroughfares, are not
called upon by some beggar asking charity as a Mason. A great proportion of
these professed mendicants are arrant impostors—many of them expelled
Masons. Another class are members of the Order, who find begging an easy
way of paying their expenses. A few months since. when returning from St.
Paul, we stopped at Hastings, where we received a description of an old man
whose locks were whitened with age, and whose modest manners and amiable
countenance had won the confidence of the Brethren. He claimed to be a
Mason—asked assistance as such. It was given, and he went on his way
rejoicing. We thought no more of the matter, till the same account greeted our
ears at two or three other places at which we stopped on our way down the
Mississippi. From the facts which came to our knowledge, we were led to
suspect that the beggar was making dupes of his benefactors. Fortunately, we
met the old man on board a steamboat shortly after, whom we knew at once from
the description which had been given of him. We entered into conversation
with him, and discovered before its close, that he had been travelling about at




MASONIC QUACKERY. 27

the expense of the Fraternity, sippping at the principal places along his route,
representing that he was destitute, and getting by this means all the money he
could induce the Craft to bestow on hin. We have no doubt that at the time we
saw him, he had a large surplus on hand. This man may have been a Mason.
If so, he belonged to a class not less dangerous, and not less to be guarded
aganst, than the expelled member, or the mendicant who never saw the inside of
a Lodge-room. The evil which we are considering, can only be checked by
proper caution and discreet action. This is all that is required, and all that we
commend. Let it not be thought that we would close the ears of the Craft to
appeals for assistance, or that we would harden their hearts when asked for
charity. God forbid! Let their ears be as keen as ever to hear the request of a
Brother, and let their hearts beat as warmly as heretofore for the sufferings and
injaries of their fellows ; but let a sound judgment guide their hand in bestowing
charity, and the burdens of which they now complain, will be greatly lessened.
“ The misplacing of a benefit,” said a sage, “ is worse than the not receiving of
it ; for the one is another man’s fault, but the other is mine. The error of the
giver does oft-limes excuse the ingratitude of the receiver ; for a favor ill-placed
is rather a profusion than a benefit. It is the most shameless of losses, an in-
considerate bounty.” Grand and subordinate bodies can do but comparatively
little to arrest the evil which now claims our attention. Each Brother dispenses
his charity as he thinks best, and he must judge in almost every instance what
he will give, and on whom it shall be bestowed. Ponder this well, Brother, and
when you complain, consider if the remedy is not in your own hands, and
whether it is your duty to apply it.

Another species of Masonic Quackery, which can be more easily arrested, is
the obtaining of money from the Craft for subscriptions to books which are
destined never to see the light, or are published as Masonic, but are of baneful
tendency—and for various kinds of regalia and emblems which possess a small
pecuniary value, are calculated only to mislead the Craft and deprave their
taste, and are sold at an enormous profit. By this class, the Fraternity has been
duped to their sorrow. But a few months since, a woman promising to publish
a Masonic Magazine at Chicago, travelled through the State of Illinois, was
everywhere courteously received, and collected a large amount of money for
subscriptions. She published but one or two numbers, with which she supplied
a portion of her subscribers, and then, without any explanation, abandoned
the work. Thus the matter rests to this day. We have not space, nor is it
necessary, to enamerate the many instances of a similar nature which have
come to our notice. They are already too well known to the Craft.

The pernicious consequences which result from these impositions are obvious.
In the minds of many good members of the Order, and especially in the estima-
tion of the newly initiated, the character of Masonry is lessened. They see it
made the instrument of evil, when it claims to possess a sure and safe means of
guarding against imposition. By such tricks and trafficking, its character is
sullied, and its fair fame appears cheap, if not worthless. Another baneful
result, and one of much importance, is, that it leads Masons who have been
deceived, to withhold their aid from worthy Masonic publications and projects
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which command their approbation. “ A bumt-child dreads the fire,” and many
Masons who have been swindled two or three times by subscribing for books which
are never published, do not discriminate between works worthy of patronage, and
those which should receive only condemnation.

While each individual Brother may exert a powerful influence in removing
this species of Masonic Quackery, Grand Lodges and their subordinates can do
much to arrest the evil. By resolutions or edicts, they can discountenance and
condemn itinerant pedlars. This course has been pursued, we think, by one or
two Grand Lodges, and we are pleased to see that the Grand Master of
Massachusetts has had the firmness and moral courage to issue an edicl, caution-
ing the members in his jurisdiction against Masonic quacks of all kinds.

MASONIC PUBLICATIONS.
[From the Address of Grand Master of Delaware.]

AT no period in the annals of the Craft has Freemasonry been more
prosperous, more firmly rooted in the affections of her votaries, or more efficacious
in her purposes of benevolence than at the present. Where once her enemies
might have been connted by the thousand, and readily distinguished by their
loud and clamorous railings, new Lodges have sprung into existence, the
nembers of the brotherhood have doubled and trebled in number, men of high
toned character, men of virtue, honor and intellect, men whose names are
indelibly written upon the time enduirng pages of fame, have enrolled them-
selves among her votaries and have embraced her principles with * fervent
zeal” and sincerity of purpose. Institutions for the dissemination of knowledge
and practical learning among the poor have been organized and brought into
successful operation by her bountiful benevolence. 1 have no hesitation in
attributing these happy results mainly to the many judicious Masonic publications
in the shape of periodicals and well digested essays and disquisitions upon the
nature, character and history of our institution, baring to the eye of the un-
initiated only so much of the internal machinery of the Craft as every candidate
for initiation has a right to know before he can be called upon to assume the
obligations of a Mason. In view of this, as one of the primary causes of the

- present flourishing condition of Freemasonry in other jurisdictions, I deem it not
improper to recommend to the several subordinate Lodges in this State that they
furnish their rooms with a library of approved Masonic publications. I can
conceive of no more beneficial mode of disposing of a portion of the funds of a
Lodge than by providing a eure means of disseminating pure Masonic light
among the Brethren. We cannot appreciate Freemasonry as she merits, without
a thorough knowledge of her history, her principles and her indisputable
connection with religion—this object cannot be obtained by a mere acquaintance
with her forms and ceremonies, there is a higher and still a nobler duty devolving
upon us than merely to work in a Lodge or to distribute alms and charities
among the needy—our signs and tokens simply enable us to distinguish amid
the human crowd who demand and are especially worthy of our aid and
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assistance, to know how to apply-our symbols—a perfect knowledge of Free-
masonry in all its ramifications and various aspects, can alone teach us our duty
and how to perform it, and these can only be attained by a diligent search for
light, where light is only to be found—in the history of the past and a study of
the basis upon which our grand superstructure is erected.

BALLOTING FOR CANDIDATES.

I BELIEVE it is generally conceded that ballotings should be had at regular
meelings only. And where a Dispensation is granted to ballot at a special meet-
ing, uonder circumstances which would justify and render expedient such
procedure, every member of the Lodge should be duly notified of the time when
it is to be taken, that no opportunity may be afforded of foisting upon the Fraternity
an improper person. Were the Lodge entirely free from misguided, not to say
unscrupulous men, who are sometimes found willing to injure a Lodge other
than their own, through envy, private pique, jealousy, or ill will towards either
the Lodge or some member belonging to it, I should think that all Masons present
at a balloting, whether members of the Lodge or not, should be entitled to vote,
as it would be a matter in which the entire Fraternity was interested. But
experience has taught us that the rule would probably not work well now ; for
when Masons are found who are willing to visit their displeasure against a Lodge,
upon the head of a visiting Brother hailing from it, and against whom they have
no ground of complaint whatever, save that he is a member of that particular
Lodge, we may well question the expediency of permilting men governed by
such influences to have a right to ballot in any Lodge except their own. As
many members of the Lodge may reasonably be supposed to ballot in accordance
with the report of the investigaling committee, it behooves those committees
to exercise great precaution in their reports, lest their remissness should
lead the Brethren astray, and be the cause of their voling in favor of the
admission of applicants, who would have been rejected had their chaiacter and
qualifications been properly looked into, and a report made in accordance there-
with. I have heard it said, that we have Brethren among us who never resort
to the use of the rejecting ballot under any circumstances whatever. For their
own credit, as well as for the credit of the Institution, I should hope it were
otherwise ; and 1 can only regret the possibility of similar sentiments having
been entertained by others at the time of their admission. Where a ballot is
taken separately for each degree, it should, I think, always be unanimous, and
the rejection ought to be on the score of a want of suitable proficiency or some
requisite qualification, not known at the time of the candidate’s admission ; and
not for unmasonic conduct afterwards, because in that event the objecting Brother
ought to make knowa his objections, that the Master of the Lodge might order
charges to be preferred, and afford an opportunity of disproving them, if ground-
less. If upon investigation, they should prove to be false and malicious, the
defamer, if a Mason, would deserve and should receive an award of punishment
equal to that which would have been bestowed upon the accused had he been
found guilty. A Brother should not, in my opinion, however, be questioned as
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to his motives for rejecting an applicant for advancement, should he choose not
to reveal them, as, in the absence of a knowledge to the contrary, the presumption
would be that they were of a proper character.— G. M. California.

THE INITIATORY CHARGE.

Tuosk of our readers who are curious in such matters, will be interested in
comparing the following Charge, as it was given in the English Lodges, on the
initiation of a cand.date, one hundred and thirty years ago, with that still in use,
and he will be gratified in noting the great similarity between the two. Itis
taken from the * Rawlinson Manuscripts,” in the Bodleian Library, at Oxford,
England :—

. ¢ A Suort Cuares To be given

To new admitted BeeTHrEN,

“ You are now admitted by ye unanimous Consent of our Lodge, a Fellow of
our most Antient and Honourable Sociery, Antient, as having subsisted from times
immemorial ; and-Honourable, as tending in every particular to render a Man so
that will be but conformable to its glorious Precepts. The greatest Monarchs in
all Ages, as well of Asia and Africa as of Europe, have been Encouragers of the
Royal Art; and many of them have presided as Grand-Masters over the Masoxs in
their respective territories, not thinking it any lessening to their Imperial Dignities
to Level themselves with their Brethren in Masoney, and to act as they did.

“ Tug World’s great Architect is our Supreme Master, and the unerring Rule he
has given us, is that by which we work.

‘ ReLiG1ous disputes are never suffered in the'Lodges ; which Principle Cements
and Unites men of the most different principles in one universal Band, and brings
together those who were ye most distant from one another.

“Tuere are three general Heads of Duty, which Masons ought always to
inculcate, viz. to God, our Neighbour, and ourselves.

“To Gob, in never mentioning his Name but with that Reverential Awe which
becomes a Creature to bear his Creator, and to look upon him always as the
Sumum-Bonun* which we came into the world to enjoy; and according to that
view to regulate all our Pursuits.

“To our Neighbours, by acting upon the Square, or doing as we would be
done by.

“To ourselves, in avoiding all Intemperance, whereby we may be rendered
incapable of following our Work, or led into Behaviour unbecoming our laudable
Profession, and in always keeping within due Bounds, and free from all Excesses.

‘“ In the State'a Mason is to behave as a peaceable and dutiful Subject, conform-
ing chearfully to the Government under which he lives.

“Hg isto pay a due Deference to his Superiors, and from his Inferiors, he is
rather to receive Honour with some Reluctance, than to extort it.

“Heg is to be a Man of Benevolence and Charity, not sitting down contented
while his Fellow Creatures, but much more his Brethren are in Want; when it is
in his Power, (without prejudicing himself or Family,) to relieve them.

‘“In the Lodge, he is to behave with all due Decorum, lest the Beauty or
Harmony thereof should be disturbed or broke.

*Sic,
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“ He is to be obedient to the Master, Presiding officere, and to apply himself
closely to the business of Masonzy, that he may sooner become a Proficient therein,
both for his own Credit and that of the Lodge.

*“ He is not to neglect his own necessary Avocations for the sake of Masonry,
nor to involve himself in Quarrels with those who through Ignorance may speak
evil of, or ridicule it.

“ He is to be a Lover of the Arts and Sciences, and to take all Opportunities of
improving himself therein.

. **If he recommends a Friend to be made a Mason, he must vouch him to be
such as he really believes will conform to the aforesaid Duties, lest by his Miscon-
duct at any time the Lodge should pass under some evil Imputations. Nothing can
prove more shocking to all faithful Masons, than to see any of their Brethren
profane or break through the Rules of their Order, and such as can do it they wish
bad never been admitted.”

®dbituary.

Broruer GEORGE W. BANNERMAN. *
ATt a called meeting of Burleson Lodge, No. 111, A. Y. M., Navarro, Leon Co.,
Texas, the following preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted :—

Whereas, it has pleased the Grand Architect of the Universe to call from labor
here to repose in the celestial Lodge above, our most esteemed and beloved
Brother, Georox W. Bannerman, who for two years presided as Master of this
Lodge. And

Whereas, we are now assembled for the purpose of paying the last sad tribute of
respect and affection to our deceased Brother which his many Christian, social
and Masonic virtues as a citizen and Mason, so richly merit. Therefore be it
Resolved, That by the premature death of our esteemed Brother, G W. Banner-

man, this Lodge has been deprived of a zealous and distinguished officer ; the Order

of one of its most devoted and promising members ; his orphan child of a kind and
affectionate parent ; his family of an exemplary son and brother ; and this com-
munity of a useful citizen, beloved and esteemed by all who knew him.

Resolved, That whilst his many virtues and good qualities endear his memory to
us, and should serve as bright examples for our imitation, we are reminded by his
sudden and premature end that in the midst of life we are in death.

Resolved, That the members of this Lodge tender to his bereaved father and
family their sincere and profound sympathy in their afflictions, with the assurance
of our Brotherly regard and esteem.

Resolved, That the merabers of this Lodge will wear the usual badge of mourning,
and the implements and jewels of the Lodge shall be clothed in crape for two
months, and the station and jewel of our departed Brother in the Lodge shall be
clad in mourning for the unexpired term of his office.

Resolved, That a page in the record book be edged with black lines, and the
name, age and time of decease of our lamented Brother inscribed therein. .

Resolved, That the foregoing be spread on the minutes of this Lodge, and a copy
furnished the father of our deceased Brother, and their publication requested in the
Freemasons’ Magazine.

C. G. Perry,
J. T. Duncax, § Commiltee.
G. W. Yarsrougs,
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CONSECRATION AND [nsTaLLATION.—Bene-
volent Lodge, No. 87, in Carmel, Muine, was
consecrated in ample form, and its officers
publicly installed, on Wednesday, Sept. 23d.

07 Brother Spencer of London has finished
an elegant breast-plate, crown, mitre, and
turban, for the Grand R A. Chapter of Tur-
key, held at Smyrna. The Londou Musonic

The solemn ceremonies were conducted by
G. Master Dunlap in a dignified and impres-
sive manner, and witnessed with! profound
attention and much apparent interest by a
numerous audience. An Address was de-
livered by R. W. J. Bell, of Carmel, which
was appropriate and instructive.

The Persian Emb
It is stated that Feroukh Khan, the Persian
envoy, has become a Fieemason, and has
been received into the Lodge of Sincere
Friendship, b-longing to} the Great Orient of
France. Freemasonry has of late been stead-
ily progressing in Mohammedan countries,
and particulurly at Trebizonde and in those
parts of Turkey which border upon Persia.
In Northern Africa Freemasonry bas made
similar progress. Now it is evident that any
common intellectual and moral ground be-
tween those that profess diflerent religions is
worth something in the interest of good-will
and national fraternity. 1f the Freemason
can enter where the missionary is driven
back, he merits well from the rest of man-
kind.—Eng. paper.

dor a Fr -

07 A correspondent, under date, Mont-
gomery, Texas, Sept. 13, 1857, writes us fol-
lows :—

¢ [ have to report to you the painful tidings
of the death of Dr. E. I. Arnold, of this place.
He was formerly Master of this (Montgomery)
Lodge and for many years a member of the
Grand Lodge. He was one of the first
admitted to membership in our Lodge, and
no Brother has done more for Masoury in this
place. He died this morning at two o’clock,
of dropsy in the chest. He leaves a wile and
th:ee very interesting daughters.”

13°A correspondent of the Londowr Morn-
ing Post says—* Freemasonry is naking rapid
progress in Prussia, which now contains 158
Lodges.”

Mag says—* The manufacture is most
unique, and far exceeds iu richness of design
and beauty of execution_anything of the kind
we have ever seen.

0 The Freemasons at Calcutta bave
tendered their services to the government to
be employed in such manner as the Governor
General may determine, who, in reply sug-
gests that they may be useful in an emergency
as special police, though * he has no appre-
hension whatever of riot, insurrection, or
disturbance amongst any class of the popula-
tion of Calcuuta.” )

Officers of Merrémac Lodge, Haverlill,
Mass.—E. G. Eaton, Master ; R. T. Slocomb,
S. W.; E. D. Bailey, ). W.; Edmund Kim-
ball, Treas ; J. Edwards, Sec'y.; B. P. Wood-
man, Marshal ; Rev. G. W. Campbell,.Chap. ;
B.R. Dowaes, Jr., Chorister ; D. B. Tenny, S.
D.; G. B George, J. D ; J. W Poor, 8.
Steward ; J. M. Stover, J. Steward.

—

Speculative Masonry. — Speculative, or
symbolic Masoary, is a means by which we
inuy secure the full enjoyment of our social,
relative privileges, and by which we are taught
to know and perform our fraternal duties and
obligations, the great secret of which lies ina
proper use and application of the three prin-
cipal rounds in our symbolic ladder—Faith,
Hope and Charity. 'The fuith which Fiee-
masonry teaches is the faith of the Bible—
hope in immortality and charity to all man-
kind, but especially towards our Brethren.—
Whether Freemasonry is right or wrong for
us, whether it is a good or an evil 10 us,
depends upon the use we may make of these
three essentials to the worthy Mason.

Should you be called on by the Chair to
express your opinion on any subject which
may be brought before the Lodge, it must be
done temperately, and in becoming language,
All levity and jesting on serious subjects
should be carefully avoided.—Dr. Olsver.






THE NEW TRESTLE-BOARD.

FOR THE USE OF
LODGES, CHAPTERS, COUNCILS, AND

ENCAMPMENTS.
By CHAS. W. MOORE, Enitor or Tur Freemasons’ Maeazive.

The above is the most popular Masonic Manual ever published in America,
and is more extensively used, both in this country and Eurvpe, than any similar
work in existence. It has received the approval and recommendation of nearl
every Grand Lodge, and most distinguished Masons, iu the United States. It
gives in systematic arrangement, and in a clear and comprehensive manner, all
the aid that such a Manual can properly give, in the work of all the dezrees
of the Lodge, Chapter, Council, and Encampment; together with full Installation
Services for each grade ; the ceremonies for all Public occasions ; and the various
forms of petitions, &c., required in Masonic proceedings. Its extensive use has
contributed more the last ten years to produce-uniformity of work and ceremonies
among the Lodges, and other bodies, throughout the country, than could have
been effected by any otherineans. The work 18 beautifully illustrated with Plates,
and is sold at $12 a dozen. Orders addressed to the editor of this Magazine,
will receive prompt attention. Or it may be had through any of the principal
Booksellers, A liberal disconnt made to Lodges ordering more than one dozen
at a time.

The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of California, recommended in his address,
before that body in May last, as a Text-book, the ** New Masonic Trestle-Board,”
remarking *‘1 will not go so far as to say that it has no equal, but I feel no hesita-
tion in recording my belief that it has never had a superior.”

RECOMMMENDATION.

Resolved, That the Grand Ludge of Massachusetts recommend the “ TresTLE-
Boarp,” as a work embodying all the essentials of a Manual of Ancient Craft
Masonry ; and in preference to all other similar works, it especially sanctions to
the subordinate Lodges under its jurisdiction, the use of this most excellent
compend of the rrinciples and ceremonies of the Order.

A W. POLLARD,
No. 6 Court street, Boston,

DEALER IN

Military Cloths and Trimmings.

Swords, Epaulets, Sashes, Army La-
ces, &c.

Regalia Goods, with Laces, Stars and
Emblems. '

Theatrical Costuming Articles, with
Laces, &c.

Fencing Foils, Masks, & Battle Swords.

Banner Silks, Fringes, Tassels, &c.

Ornamental Trimmings for Engine
Companies.

United States Flags, and Decorations,

Regalia and Jewels for all the Orders,

Ballot Boxes and Balls, Gavels, &c.

Wrought work in Gold and Silver Bullion executed in the most perfect manner

(7™If you want any article you do not know where to find, direct your orders as
above Oxe Price Onwy. March, 1855,

-A

e MRS . .
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FREEMASONRY TOLERATED IN RUSSIA.

¢ Tar government of St. Petersburg,” says the Konigsberg Gazette, “ has decided
on not preventing, for the future, the Masonic Lodges from increasing in Russia.
Hitherto that association has been interdicted there, each public functionary being
obliged to pledge himself not to form part of it. The Greek Church had, in fact,
at one time, visited it with an anathema. Notwithstanding these precautions, there
is no doubt that Masonic Lodges have long existed in the interior of Russia.”

We find the above in the newspapers of the day, and presume the
information it furnishes is authentic. If so, it is interesting, not only
in a Masonic point of view, but as indicating the existence of more
liberal principles and a higher state of civilization among our northern
neighbors than we have been accustomed to give them credit for.

Russia has ever been, not precisely a barren, but a rocky and unpro-
pitious field for the cultivation of Freemasonry. The first Lodge in the
empire, of which we have any knowledge, was opened at Moscow, in 1731,
during the reign of the Empress Ann, by the R. W. Brother Isaac
Phillips, who in that year was appointed Provincial Grand Master for
Russia by Lord Lovell, then Grand Master of Masons in England. But
80 secret were its meetings that little is known of iis subsequent history.

In the year 1739, a second Lodge was constituted under the authority
of Lord Raymond, Grand Master of England; and in the following year
his successor, the Earl of Kintore, appointed a second Provincial Grand
Master for Russia ; which appointment was followed by the organization
of Lodges in St. Petersburg, Moscow, Riga, Yassay,and perhaps at a few
other points.

In 1771, a second Lodge, called * The Lodge of Perfect Union,” was

9
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opened at St. Petersburg, under highly encouraging auspices. The
Master and most of the members of it were English merchants residing
there. Its proceedings were conducted with great regularity and spirit,
and crowned with eminent success ; which latter fact is, probably, mainly
attributable to the sanction which the Order at this time received from the
Empress Cutherine, who, hearing of the introduction of Lodges into her
dominions, instituted rigid inquiries into their character and objects.
Having thus made herself acquainted with all the particulars concerning
them, and being satisfied that she had nothing to apprehend from them as
political associations, she announced herself as their Protectress, and
extended her special favor to the Lodge Clio, at Moscow. So popular
was the Order at this time, that many of the Russian nobility and gentry
became members of it, and in 1772 applied for and obtained a Patent or
Charter from the Grand Lodge of England, appointing his Excellency
John Yelaquine, Senator, Privy Councillor, member of the Cabinet, &c.,
to her imperial Majesty the Empress of Russia, and Knight of the Polish
Orders of the White Eagle and St. Stanislaus, Provincial Grand Master
for the empire of Russia.

With such prudence and propriety had the affairs of the Order been
conducted, that in 1786, fifteen Lodges were known to exist in the
principal cities of the empire ; and such was the confidence of the public
authorities in their loyalty and peaceful intentions, that in 1791, when
the Empress, learning that certain secret political clubs, the better to
conceal their unlawful purposes, had assumed the name of Freemasons,
deemed it necessary, as a measure of state-policy, to withdraw her
countenance from it, these Lodges were still permitted to hold their
regular assemblies in private, and continued to be encouraged and
sustained by many of the most distinguished noblemen and other officers
of state.

In 1796, the Emperor Paul succeeded to the throne. Having pre-
viously manifested a favorable opinion of the Institution, the Lodges
were naturally encouraged to hope, that through the influence of Brethren
occupying official position, and enjoying his confidence, he might be
induced to become their Protector, and thereby afford them the eclat and
security so necessary to their continued existence and prosperity. But
the Duke Littear, a Knight of Malta, who happened at the time to be in
St. Petersburg, succeeded in inducing him to accept the appointment of
Protector and Grand Master of that decayed Order of Knighthood. He
assumed the Badge of his new office on the 16th of December, 1798, and
immediately after, (for reasons not explained, but probably to give greater
importance to what he was pleased to call kis Order,) he issued a ukase
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forbidding the assembling of all other secret societies. He did not name
Freemasonry in this edict, but privately required all the principal mem-
bers of the Order to pledge themselves not thereafter to open a Lodge with-
out his consent, and in recompense for this concession, or rather compliance
with what they were not in a condition to refuse, he created them Knights
of Malta! Henceforward to the close of his inglorious reign, Free-
masonry in the empire existed only in secret, and necessarily made but
little or no progress. It however continued to exist. The seed, planted
nearly three-fourths of a century before, was still in the ground ; and it
needed but the showers and the sunshine of a more liberal public senti-
ment to develope it. .

In 41801, Alexander succeeded to the throne. The hopes of the
Brethren were again raised ; but almost his first official act was to renew
and confirm his predecessor’s edict against secret societies! ln 1803,
however, he was induced, through the influence of the distinguished
Brother Bober, Director of the Corps of Cadets, to revoke the Emperor
Paul’s ukase, and to allow himself to be initiated into the Order. This
was justly considered by the Brethren, not only of Russia, but of all

~continental Europe, as an important acquisition to the Order. It gave
respectability, and consequent popularity to the Lodges in the empire, and
the Order continued for some years after in a comparatively healthy and
prosperous coudition, though it nowhere appears that the emperor ever
took any active part, or manifested any special interest in, its transactions.
Its liberal principles were not probably calculated to enlist his sympathies,
though they seem not, until many years afterwards, to have excited his
jealousy.

In 1811, several of the private- Lodges, which had now become quite
numerous, established at Wladmer, a * Grand Directorial Lodge of
Harmony'’—a body corresponding to a Grand Lodge in this country—
over which the Brother Bober, (before named as the friend of the young
emperor,) was elected to preside as Grand Master, for three years in
succession, or until 1814, when a majority of the Lodges acknowledging
its authority, imprudently determined to adopt as their future ritual, the
Swedish rite, to the exclusion of that of York, in which they were
originally constituted,and which they had hitherto practised. This, very
naturally, led to dissatisfaction and, ultimstely, dissention among the
Lodges. As a remedial measure, tolerance for all rites was demand-
ed. This being refused by the Brethren of the * higher Orders,” (who
assumed to exercise a general control over the Craft Lodges,) it was
decided to dissolve the existing Directory, and to constitute two independent
governing bodies. The Directory was accordingly dissolved, and one of
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the new.Bodies was organized as a Grand Lodge, on the 30th August,
1815, and subsequently known as ** The Astréa.” Itimmediately adopted
rules for its government, the general character of which may be briefly
stated as follows :—

Admission of all known systems.

Every private Lodge to be equally represented in Grand Lodge.

An annual election of every officer.

The non-interference of Grand Lodge with the higher Orders, (or the
second body, formed as above).

oo

These regulations were approved by the government. And thus organ-
ized, the Order continued its labors in harmony—yearly increasing in
numbers, and rising in respectability, by the addition to its roll of many
of the most eminent public men of the empire—until the 12th August,
1822, when, to their entire surprize and astonishment, the Brethren
learned that the emperor, (under whose protection they had rested in
security for nearly twenty years,) had ordered his Minister of the Interior
to command the suspension of the labors of all the Lodges in the empire !
The reason for this most extraordinary act is doubtless to be found in the
fact, that secret political associations had been formed, under cover of the
Masonic name, and, thus disguised, were carrying on, in comparative
security, their intrigues against the civil authority. But whatever the
reason may have been, it is not doubted that Alexander, who, though a
Mason, knew but very little of its character, was led to believe that the
suppression of the Lodges was a measure demanded by state-policy ; to
which, in despotic governments especially, all personal considerations and
individual interests are required to bend. Masons are bound to obey the
laws of the country in which they live, but they are not required to
sacrifice themselves at the bid of despotic power. Though they could
not, under the edict of Alexander, safely continue to hold their Lodges in
public, they did, however, continue to hold them in secret ; and there has
not been a time from that to the present, when there have not been more
or less Lodges in the empire.

Masonry has frequently been charged, not only by the more despotic
governments of Europe, but by its enemies in our own more enlightened
and catholic country, with inculcating doctrines and opinions dangerous to
the civil authority, and subversive of religion and morality. But at no
time and in no country has such a charge been shown to rest on any
higher evidence than vague and groundless suspicion,—the offspring of
religious intolerance and political despotism. The sectarian bigot is
opposed to it, because it teaches liberal doctrines, and the right to discuss
principles and examine dogmas; and the despot is opposed to it, because
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it holds, as a first principle, that all men are equal in the sight of their
Creator. But opposition from such sources and for such reasons, is its
highest eulogium; and though we would not willingly provoke it, we
neither deplore its existence nor feur its power. That there have been
political conspiracies conceived and matured under cover of the name of
Freemasonry, is doubtless true ; but that such have ever been conceived,
encouraged or tolerated by Masons, while assembled, in any authorized
Masonic Lodge, in any country, however much they may have been
suffering from persecution or oppression, we neither admit nor believe.
Allegiance to the government under which we live, and obedience to the
laws, is the political creed of Freemasonry ; and any breach of it, by a
Lodge, would instantly meet with exposure and merited punishment.
Her halls are not political club-rooms, nor are her disciples conspirators
against government or religion. That the civil rulers of Russia have at
length discovered this important truth, and possess the courage to declare
it, in the face of long existing prejudices and the opposition of an intoler-
ant priesthood, is a gratifying evidence of the present enlightened and
liberal public sentiment in that empire. Itisat the same time a satisfac-
tion to know that our Institution, which has been so long recognized by
the whole civilized world, and embraces among its honored names the
good of every land, is not hereafter to be excluded, or regarded with
apprehension, even in the autocratic government of the Czars.

THE EFFECT ON THE CHAPTER OF AN
EXPULSION BY A LODGE.
A corresroNDENT in Ohio sends us the following inquiry : —

¢ A Master Mason being expelled (and the action of the Lodge sustained by the
Grand Lodge,) he being also a R. A. Mason, what action is required on the part of
the Chapter of which he is a member? Can the Chapter regularly proceed to try
him,—he not now being a Master Mason in good standing ? If not, and he should
be reinstated by his Lodge, would that action give him his former standing in the
Chapter ? I should probably &ate that the offence in the case to which 1 allude,
Was gross unmasonic conduct.”

The Chapter is at liberty to do as it sees fit, in bringing the delinquent
to trial or not. If the offence be an aggravated one, or should circum-
stances, growing out of the public notoriety of the case, seem to demand
the verdict of the Chapter, as a measure of self-vindication, the most
prudent course would be to proceed against the delinquent as a R. A.
Mason, and expel him accordingly ; and to this, the fact of his * not being
a Master in good standing,” would be no bar. No such action, however,
is necessary for the protection of the Chapter against the intrusion of the
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delinquent. The expu!sion by the Lodge is ample for that purpose,—the
effect of that being to suspend all his Masonic privileges, whatever they
may be; and consequently to suspend his relations with the Chapter.
And this suspension continues until he is restored by the Lodge, or the
Grand Lodge ; which restoration, (unless the Chapter has already taken
separate action in the case,) would restore him, as a matter of course and
justice, to all the privileges of which he was deprived by his suspension,
includjng those of the Chapter. If however the Chapter has previously
passed upon the case, the restoration by the Lodge would be inoperative
as to its proceedings, and the delinquent would not thereby be restored as
a R. A. Mason. The Chapter alone can do this for him, by reconsider-
ing its previous action.

MASONRY IN SOUTH AMERICA.

WE take pleasure in laying before our readers the following commu-
nication from a correspondent at Buenos Ayres. It will be read with
interest, though not without regret that anything should have occurred to
interrupt the harmony of our Brethren there. The course pursued by the
recusant Brethren in declaring themselves independent of the Grand
Lodge of Montevideo, is but another instance of rebellion against lawful
authority—an offence that is becoming quite too common for the welfare
or reputation of our Institution. When Brethren or Lodges have become
so restless that they cannot peaceably submit to the laws of the Order, or
so impatient of real or imaginary grievances that they cannot abide the
delay, though long protracted, consequent on a resort to the ordinary
channels of redress, the greatest favor they can bestow on the Institution,
is to quietly withdraw from it, and leave its management to more reliable
and faithful hands. In a very large majority of these outbreaks, however,
(as in that here mentioned by our correspondent,) the motive-cause is
ambition—an uncontrollable desire for distinction and power. This is the
true source of nearly all the dissension that has arisen, during the last
quarter of a century, in the Order in this country,—greatly to the damage
of its reputation in certain localities, and hardly less to its prejudice
everywhere. The remedy for this evil is—not sympathy, not encourage-
ment, prompted by a false patriotism, based on tales of imaginary
grievances—but to cut the parties off at once, by refusing to recognize
them as Masons, until such time as they shall return to their allegiance
and their duty. [lad the Grand Lodge of Brazil so treated the recusant
Brethren at Buenos Ayres, instead of extending to them its sympathies
and aid, the formidable schism now existing there would probably have
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been healed before it had attained to anything like its present magnitude.
That it did not so treat them, we are inclined to attribute to the probable
fact, that it was deceived by the misrepresentations of the parties interested.
But however the fact may be, there can be no doubt that the new Grand
Lodge or Supreme Council at Buenos Ayres, is an illegal and irregular
body, whose acts are not entitled to recognition. And that they may not
be recognized, or rather that the Grand Lodges in this country may be
enabled to act understandingly on the subject, should they have occasion
to act at all, is the purpose of our correspondent in the following communi-
cation :—
Burnos AvrEs, SEPT. 28, 1857.

Freemasonry was first established in Buenos Ayres about the year 1800. A
Lodge, presided over by a Portuguese gentleman, a Colonel in the Spanish
service, named Dr. Adolfo Cordero, then existed here, and in 1806, when General
Beresford took this town, he visited the Lodge. The works of the Craft were
carried on with regularity and secrecy—the bigotry of the old Spanish authorities
not allowing any public display of its ceremonies. The house where the Lodge
was held, was kept, ostensibly, asa Reading Room, wherein some friends met
to read the newspapers, take coffee and play at cards ; and, through this device,
the eye of the fanatic ecclesiastic authorities was diverted from the inspection
and search they would inevitably have otherwise made. The place where those
true and worthy Masons held their meetings, was kept by an honest but simple
man-servant of Colonel Cordero. In the winter of 1805, which was very rainy,
the roof of the principal room leaked, and a portion of the furniture of the
Lodge got wet. Col. Cordero ordered his servant to take the precaution of
closing all the windows and doors fronting the street, and to hang the wet articles
upto dry, on the sunny side; but it so happened that the servant, ignorant of
what he was doing, or of its consequences, iustead of doing as he was ordered,
exposed some of the ornaments to the public view. An Apron of a Master
Mason, fell into the street, and was found there by an old woman, who, not
knowing what it was, took it to the Curate of the nearest Church, (the Monastery
of the Catalinas). The Curate tock it immediately to the Bishop, and this prelate
to the Viceroy—then the Marquez of Sobremonte; who passed it on to the
high Court of Justice (the Audiencia,) with ordeis to proceed in the neceseary
investigation of the case, and the prosecution of the offenders. Colonel Cordero,
who was a very wealthy and iufluential man at the Court of the Viceroy, on
being apprised of the proceedings, immediately applied to the Marqueza of
Sobremonte, and obtained from her the promise, that her husband would order the
suspension of all proceedings against the Freemasons, and made her a valuable
present of a Rosa Croiz, mounted with very costly diamonds and brilliants. To
put the ecclesiastical authorities off the scent, a change of residence was
- considered necessary; and, accordingly, the Lodge was removed to the other
end of the town, and entrusted to the care of a Colunel Cabello, who, unfortu-
nately, was an intemperate man, and through his want of prudence and reserve,
the existence and continuation of the Lodge became again known—thus placing
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him and the rest of the members, by his unwarrantable conduet, in great peril ;
in fact, a great deal of influence had to be used to save him from the scaffold.
Another of the eflects of Cabello’s intemperance, was the admission of unworthy
members. The death of Colonel Cordero soon followed, and the consequent
dispersion of the Craft—destined not to re-appear until the 91h of March, 1856, when
a Dr. Miquel Valencia, supported by a few other Masons, got up a Lodge, and
determined that the institution should be revived. The writer was the third
cacdidate initiated in this Lodge. The work went on successfully, and the
increase of the Craft, under Dr. Valencia, as Worshipful Master, was rapid, and
of the wost gratifying character, the best men in the city offering themselves for
initiation.

On the 27th day of December last, as is customary, the election of the new
dignitaries for the ensuing year took place, when some of the newly admitted
Brethren were appoiuted to fill the offices of W. Master, Senior and Junior
Wardens. Dr. Valencia, whose expectation had been baffled by not being
re-elected, as he expected to preside over the Lodge for another twelve months,
joined by a few adherents, formed the plan of constituting themselves into an
independent Lodge—disowning the authority of the Grand Mother Lodge of
Montevideo, under whose authority our Lodge had been erected and was working.
Veiling their plans for the time being, with hypocrisy, and under pretext of
increasing the Crali, they accordingly established a Lodge, under the name of
Confraternidad Argentina—ours being that of ¢ Uniop del Plata.” Assuming
unlimited powers, they incurred very heavy expences in fitting up a superb room,
and went on working secretly, in the prosecution of their plan—declaring them-
selves independent of the high Masonic power under whose authority we worked.
But prior to taking any definitive resolution, they suggested the idea to some of
our members, amongst whom were Dr. Roque Perez, our W. Master, and the
writer, Junior Warden. Our reply to Dr. Valencia and his friends was, thatas
far as regarded the idea of erecting an Independent Grand Lodge here, there
could be no possible objection, either on our part or on that of any of the
Brethren; but that there certainly existed objections to the proposed means of
carrying out the plan, We observed to them that we were yet but young
Masons, ignorant of our duties, and wanting the necessary instruction ; that the
knowledge required could only come in due course of time ; that we were not
properly prepared to fill up the high offices, unless we confided that high
authority to inexperienced Masons—wanting even the rudiments of the necessary
Masonic instructions; which could only be acquired by time and constant work ;
that the time would come when we might, by the aid of our intelligent Craft,
carry out the proposed plan; that then the Grand Mother Lodge of Montevideo
could not have any plausible reason, on which they could ground an objection to
the privilege they solicited ; but that if, contrary to our expectations, the Monte-
video Lodge should refuse us an acknowledgment, it was then time enough to
act and solicit the aid of other Masonic powers; that common sense taught us to
uphold the due respect to the Grand Mother Lodge, under which authority we
worked, in compliance with our most solemn obligations. Dr. Valencia and his
few adherents, seemingly satisfied with our remonstiance, yielded to them and
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seemed to drop the idea altogether. Confiding in this resolution, and believing
their intenticns to be truly brotherly, Masonic and sound, we rested, unaware of
the underhand work that was going on. Meanwhile, Dr. Valencia and his
adherents, had secretly applied, through the medium of an unworthy Mason, of
Brazilian origin, called Acuna, to an irregular Grand Lodge of Brazil, and
obtained from that Body the acknowledgment of their independence, and of the
high degrees which the said Acuna had conferred on them, and a Charter
constitating them a high Masonic power (Supreme Council), to rule over the
Craft in this valley. On the arrival of these documents, brought from Rio Janeiro
by the said unworthy Mason, Acuna, we were all astounded by receiving a
summons, communicated to all the different Lodges, to meet, on the day fixed,
at the rooms of the “Confraternidad Argentina,” there solemnly to install the
Grand Supreme Council, take our oaths of allegiance, and be present to sanction
all these proceedings by our immediate submission to that power, newly erected,
so irregularly, so unwisely, and so contrary to all Masonic usage.

The patural consequence of all these illegal and anti-masonic proceedings,
was, that we, (those of the Lodge “Union del Plata,”) refused in a body, to
acknowledge such spurious authority. The Lodge * Consuelo del Yufortunio,”
that had been erected under the auspices of the very ® Confraternidad Argentina,”
composed of twentyfour members, refused also to submit, and in a body came
and joined our Lodge. The English and French Masons, working, the first under
the name of ¢ Excelsior,” and the second under that of “ Amie des Naufrage,”
both constituted under the authority of their respective Grand Lodges of England
and France, and who had been invited to assist at the inauguration of the
irregular Supreme Grand Council, declined also sanctioning, with their presence,
such an illegal act; and thus schism was eatablished where fraternity, cordiality,
and brotherly feeling had reigned before. ..

Some of the most influential members of the Lodge * Union del Plata,” , "’
lamenting the unwarrantable proceedings of those deluded Brothers, and wishing,
if possible, 1o put an end to the schism, agreed, that in communicating these
particulars to the Grand Mother Lodge of Montevideo, the idea might be
pointed out, of the propriety of sending a committee of its most influential
members, fully empowered to bring about a reconciliatiori between the discordant
Brethren of the same family ; and to that effect obtained from the W. Master of
the Excelsior Lodge, his acquiescence to act as umpire between us. The Grand
Mother Lodge of Montevideo, with the most commendable zeal, granted our
request, and two of the highest dignitaries of their Craft, were appointed ; but
when they arrived, and attempted to bring about a reconciliation, all their
endeavors and efforts to that end, were fruitless, and they had the chagrin of
having to return, leaving the schism subsisting, and our unworthy Brethren on a
wrong path. The schism, thus so unwisely created, now conlinues, to the great
detriment of the Masonic Institution, newly now revived in this country.

No consideration has been strong enough to stop these deluded and unworthy
Brethren, in their work of division. They have not even been daunted by the
idea of broken obligations, and lately, in the prosecution of their unholy work,
have issued a communication, directed to all the Masonic Potentials of the

10
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world, in which they pretend to prove that they have acted with a true and

perfect Masonic spirit, and that all those Masons (including the English and

French, and forming a great majority,) who have refused to acknowledge their

illegal authority, have been actuated by hostile prejudices against some of the
~ members who have acted in such an unwarrantable manner.

In the writer’s opinion, the real cause of this schism arises from the ambition
of some of these unworthy Brethren, to acquire the high degrees, which are
established according to the rules, statutes, regulations and constitutions of the
Rite of Scotland, of Free and Accepted Masons; under which constitution
Masonry has been established here. To obtain these high degrees, they have
not hesitated in misinterpreting the reformed constitution given by Frederick of
Prussia, and they have founced their acts on an article of the same, stating that
a Mason invested with the 33d degree, is empowered to initiate others, so as to
form a Grand Supreme Council, and become thereby an independent and high
Supreme Masonic power,—forgetting that if the said constitution orders it so, it
is only in case of his finding himself in a country wherein Masonry never
existed, or had been extinct altogether ; and even then he must be duly authorized
and empowered by a regular High Supreme Masonic Potentate.

This is more or less the faithful history of the proceedings that have brought
about the schism amongst us, and we sincerely trust that our Brethren of all
the world, will not countenance proceedings which] tend to the dissolution of
Masonry ; or at least, to arrest its progress in a country wherein it has newly
re-appeared, after a lapse of fortyeight years, and where it is destined to effect a
complete reform in the character of its inhabitants.

) M. BeLLinegHUNT, 33d Degree,

J. W. of the ¢ Union del Plata.”

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF OHI10.

Cleveland, Ohio, Dec. 5, 15857.

Sir KnicaT anD BroTHER,—] have this moment read, with the highest satisfaction
and approval, your review of the recent doings of the Grand Encampment of Ohio,
in respect to its withdrawal from the jurisdiction of the Gen. Grand Encampment
of the United States,

The action of our State Commandery is regarded by many of the oldest Masons
among us, as extremely unfortunate, to say the least.

It is insubordination, in its worst aspect, and, consequently, is unmasonic.

If the State Encampment can thus, with impunity, violate its allegiance to the
Grand Encampment of the United States, what security does it possess for the
loyalty of its own subordinates? Nay, may not, with equal propriety, every Sir
Knight raise the standard of revolt against his immediate Commandery ?

1 desire to have it kuown, as speedily as may be, that * rebellion” to lawful
authority, is not regarded as Masonry by any considerable number of men in Ohio.
Already have a number of the subordinate Commanderies expressed, in respectful
but energetic terms, their disapprobation of the action of the State Body which has
called forth your strictures.
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Already has the Grand Commander issued his Circular, convening the Grand
Commandery of Obhio, at Columbus, on the 9th inst., to review and, I trust, to
rescind the ill-advised resolutions adopted at the Annual Communication in October.
You wnll pardon me for thus trespassing upon your attention, and believe me to be,

Most respectfully, your friend and Brother, R.P. S.

-

Since the reeeipt of the above, we learn that the Grand Encampment of Ohio
assembled at Columbus on the 9th, (as indicated by our correspondent) and after
a somewhat warm discussion, rescinded the second resolution, adopted at its last
Annual Communication, by which it declared its connection with the General
Grand Encampment terminated. All other parts of the proceedings, as given in
our last issue, remain as originally adopted. We suppose, therefore, that the
committee appointed by the third resolution, will immediately open a cor-
respondence with the several Grand Encampments of the country, on the subject
of a dissolution of the Gen. Grand Encampment cf the United States. To this
there can probably be little or no objection, for if a majority of the Encampments
desire its dissolution, then let it take place. It is not probable, however, that
any such result can be effected. There are now some thirty or forty subordinate
Encampments under its immediate jurisdiction, and these bodies, looking to it
as their governing head, will not be likely to consent to a decapitation, until they
are otherwise provided for. Some of the State Grand Encampments may be
inclined to withdraw ; and if so, it may be wise to gratify them ; for an unwilling
connection is not worth retaining.

THE PERFECT ASHLER.

[WRITTEN FOR THIS MAGAZINE.]

SecuraTivE—or I would rather say, Spiritual Masonry is a suggestive science.
For the noviciate hardly feels a thirst for knowledge of the first principles and
lectures of the Institution, before he perceives that the field enlarges and loftier
and more interesting subjects spread before him. Like the traveller ascending
some commauding height, at every step he takes, the scenery and enchanting
prospect of land and water widen into greater circles of vision. To illustrate
my position—if his attention should be drawn to that section where the Orders
of Architecture are defined, would he not wish to learn the primeval history of
these Orders, and trace them down the path of centuries, in all their changes
through Romanesque, Saracen, Gothic and Elisabethan styles, where there is
much curious history? Again, suppose he is listening to a part of a lecture on
King Solomon’s Temple, would he not desire to consult Jusephus, and more
especially certain chapters in the Holy Bible on the construction of that wonder-
ful building, erected after the pattern of the Tabernacle, shown to Moses in the
mount? Thus might a reference he made to various branches of knowledge.

It is worthy of remark, that there is a wide difference between the fruit of
koowledge and the fruit of riches; though the time bestowed in acquiring
either may at first appear equally happy. For there is in the very act of getting
riches in ap honest vocation, a satisfaction and pleasure ; beause the mind is
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occupied, and industry is congenial to its active nature ; for there is delight in
intellectual labor. But, when the grand object of pursuit is atiained, then the
difference becomes striking. Riches, as an object of contemplation, afford no
nourishment to the mind. The mere possession of the mines of Potosi, or of
the golden mountains of California, could yield no durable satisfying enjoyment.
Itis of the earth, earthy. But the possession of great knowledge—the very
consciousness of having a highly improved and richly furnished mind is a lasting
bliss. It fills the soul with gladsome thought<, It is a perpetual feast. Riches
may vanish away—and sometimes very suddenly, but, the opulent treasures of
the mind, no change can destroy. They will last forever. They will go with us
into a futore life. They will live and increase and flourish more and more in
the Spirit World.

What a delightful thought! We shall carry our mind with us and all its
intellectual treasures into a future state of endless existence. There we shall
go on rejoicing in perpetual improvement, acquiring new truths in Art and
Science. All truths are eternal. Indeed every truth we discover Lere on earth
is an exemplification of Divine wisdom and glory; for the sin of voluntary
ignorance is a subject of terrible denunciation in the volume of inspiration.
¢ Because they regard not the works of the Lord nor the operation of his hands,
he shall destroy them and not build them up.”

I now proceed to contemplate the third branch of our subject, the Haxp, that
silent speaker of the heart—that tokeu of friendship—that emblem of industry.

The Hanp alone contains an irrefragable proof of the existence of an
ArLmiguty BEeINe of infinite wisdom, power and goodness. How wonder
ful is the mechanism of this curious piece of machinery—so delicate in the
Hindoo embroiderer—so ponderous in the Athlete pugilist—the safeguard of the
Mariner aloft on the giddy rope—and the medium so dear to the eleetric tonch
of love. It is said that in those born blind, the difference of colors may be
distinguished by the exquisite sensibility of its nerves; and when a skillful
player awakens the undulations of the air on the sounding piano and the fingers
run over chords and chromatic notes with telegraphic rapidity, it seems as though
the very lightning had some share in its movements. How infinitely varied and
diversified are the operations of the Haxp in the multiplied arts and pursuits of
civilized life. It guides the plough—directs the pen—steers the ship on the great
deep—builds the house and palace and temple—moulds the rough marble into
surpassing beauty of form—speaks the still language of the deaf and dumb—
points the dread artillery in the field of battle—reduces to form the treaty of
peace and amity between nations—and as an instrument of mind preserves the
everlasting memorials of genius, learning and history. Such is the Haxp,
whose labors so infinitely important to the human race, weak men are too apt to
disparage, and proud men to scorn; as though manual and menial operations
were equally low and degrading.

A very beautiful treatise on the “ Hanp and its mechanism and vital design”
has been written by Sir Charles Bell, in England, and passed through many
editions, Its power is there described with great learning and ability, and from
its structure and astonishing versatility he leads us to contemplate in its creation a
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final cause and to look up to the Great Architect of the Universe in thankfulness
for such a gift.

The eye was not more designed for sight, nor the ear for music, than the
Haxp for labor. There is a dignity in the honest, industrious labor of the hands
of man, whatever pursuit or rank of life may call them into action ; and it is no
less honorable in the fairer sex. Among the accomplishments and graces of a
virtuous woman, the proverbial King Lemuel tells us, * She seeketh wool and
flax and worketh willingly with her hands.” Man was never intended to be
only a passive, idle, ccntemplative being—a mere looker on in the midst of a
moving creation. Even in the garden of Eden, the Lord God ¢ put him to dress
it and to keep it.” .

Nor would a life of idleness be one of happiness. We must be employed.
We must be busy. Itis only acting up to our manifold destiny. Work, work,
work is not our doom, but our blessing. The busiest man, if the faculties are
not overstrained and the physical powers exhausted by excess, is generally the
most happy. But he must have an end in view, either to do good to himself or
others. How many instances are related to us in the writings of the wise, and
have also come within our own observation, where men, who by honorable
industry have acquired a fortune and then retired from all occupation, perhaps to
some beautiful villa in the midst of nature’s loveliest landscapes and surrounded
by all the heart could wish, have yet languished in misery and soon given up
the ghost nnder the demoniac power of Ennui. They saw no charm in the
splendid dome over their heade—no delight in this beautiful earth beneath their
feet. The mind for want of occupation and some object to strive and struggle
for, like the scorpion with suicidal sting preys upon itself. Sotrue it is we must be
always employed. Said our Saviour, ‘“ My Father worketh hithertoand I work.”
Thus in one sense, the industrious man may be said to imitate God.

There is no assuager of deep grief like employment. How germain to this
point, is the description in that richest of romances, THE ANTIQuUARY by our
illastrious Brother Walter Scott; where the good Mr. Oldbuck called on the
fisherman the day after his son Steenie’s funeral and found “in the agony ot a
father’s sorrow,” old Mucklebackit, himself on the sea shore, working hard in
repairing his shattered boat. ¢ {am glad,” he said, in a tone of sympathy,
“] am glad, Saunders, that you feel yourself able to make this exertion.”
“ And what would ye have me to do,” answered the fisher gruffly, * unless I
wanted to see four children starve, because ane is drowned? It’s weel wi’ you
gentles, that can sit in the house wi’ handkerchers at your e’en when ye lose a
friend ; but the like o’ us maun to our wark again if our hearts were beating as
hard as my hammer.” Vol. 2, Chap. xiii.

I have dwelt longer on the importance of employment, personified by the
beautiful emblem of the Hand, because in the higher ranks of life and in
fashionable circles, it has been too much a custom to disparage and cast
reproachful slurs on humble labor and manual occupations. Are they who
entertain such false opinions aware how much our happiness and true dignity of
character depend on the charms of industry and perpetual employment? Do
they realize the delightful memory of well-spent hours? Do they know that the
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blooming cheek of health, like the rose, nourished by the dew of heaven,
springs from the sweat of the brow? Would Eve ever have been a victim of
the great Tempter, if she had not languished idly among the flowers of Paradise !
aud thence eaten the fruit

“ Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste’

Brought death into the world and all our woe.”

It was profound wisdom which moved our ancient Brethren to require among
the qualifications of a candidate for admission into our mysteries, that he should
state his calling, avocation or business of life. By this they could judge, if he
could get an honest support for himself and family and contribute to the relief of
a distressed Brother. We want no idlers among us, no drones in our hive. We
honor labor. We believe there can be no Paradise here nor hereafter, without
employment, without occupation of Hxart, HEap and Haxb, for the good of all.

I have endeavored in these views of Masonry to exhibit to my Brethren, and
especially to the younger members of the Fraternity, the character of THE
Prerect AsHLER. If they should read these remarks with half the pleasure
with which I have contemplated this delightful emblem, my midnight labors
will not go unrewarded. For, as I mused on this glowing subject, there rose a
picture before my mind’s eye, of one who lived long ages ago, and yet whose
memory is ever fresh to every well-informed Mason—one of our ancient Grand
Masters—a widow’s son, whose genealogy could be honorably traced to the
Twelve-tribed Isragl. He was a poor man, yet he associated with princes.
His HEART was filled with unfeigned piety to Gop. His HEap was the dwelling-
place of great genius and intellectual treasures, and his HAND was the erfiblem
of faith, industry and surpassing skill. He drew those designs on the Trestle-
board and superintended the workmanship, where the most splendid structure
the world ever saw was erected. He died in the meridian of his glory and
usefulness. Yet in every Mason’s heart is his Monument. Let us imitate his
virtues, however humble may be our lot, looking forward to the reward of the
just, and remembering those words of encouragement—which we were taught
in early Masonry—but are now too much neglected—THAT TiME, PATIENCE AND
PERSEVERANCE, WILL ACCOMPLISH ALL THINGS. S.

ANCIENT YORK LODGE, LOWELL.

Tue officers of this Lodge were installed in the presence of a large con-
gregation, on Wednesday evening, the 11th of November, The Masonic bodies
of this city have recently refitted their Hall at great expense, and placed in it a
new Organ, built expressly for the Hall. The instrument was built by Brother
Stevens, of East Cambridge, and is of great power, and of remarkable sweetness
of tone. It was therefore thought proper by the members of this Lodge to invite
their families to be present and witness the installation ceremonies. Accordingly
on Wednesday evening the Hall was filled with the members and invited
guests.

The Lodge was opened in one of the ante-rooms, Past Master WiLLiam S.
Garpnen, Esq., presiding, Past Master Joel Spalding, on his right, Past Master
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Saml. K. Hutchinson, in the West, Past Master Jefferson Bancroft, in the South,
and Br. Isaac C. Eastman as Marshal. A procession was formed and the Lodge
marched into the Hall, where the officers took their proper positions.

Afler prayer by the Chaplain, the choir, of which Br. C. Merrill is leader,
sang a solemn chant. The officers were then installed into their respective
stations by Past Master Gardner. After the Installation of the Master, the
following verse was sung by the Choir :—

: Support to the Master, that rules by the Square!
Let sons of the Light to the East now repair;
‘With hearts for his aid, now united and free,
Obedient we labor, and kindly agree.
Cnorus.—With hearts for his aid, &c.

And in like manner, after the installation respectively of the Wardens, were
e Support to the Warden installed in the West,

‘Who works by the Level, where sorrows may rest !

‘With hearts for bis aid, now united and free,

Obedient we labor, and kindly agree.
Caorus.—With hearts for his aid, &c.

Support to the Warden, by Plumb still upright,
Whose sun, in the South, never hides its fair light!
With hearts for his aid, now united and free,
Obedient we labor, and kindly agree.
Caorus.—With hearts for his aid, &c.

After the Installation services, the presiding Master addressed the Lodge and
invited guests, in an eloquent and appropriate manner; after which the Marshal
made proclamation of the organization of the Lodge. When the W. Master took
his seat in the East, the Choir broke forth in that splendid ode—

‘When darkness veiled the hopes of man,
Then light with radiant beams began, &c.

The W. Master then made some appropriate remarks and called up the R. W.
Dist. Dep. G. Master for this District, Br. North, who replied in a happy
manner, giving a brief history of the Order since his connection with it,
embracing a period of nearly forty years. The W. Master then remarked, that
we were honored with the presence of a distinguished Brother, who now adorned
the bench, whose name was familiar to every citizen of this Commonwealth,
and whose Masonic virtues were as boundless as hisfame. He then called upon
his honor Judge Hinrv W. Bishop, of Lenox. The Judge replied in a very
happy speech. He alluded with much feeling to the universality of the Order,
and remarked, that he was proud to be there to bear witness of his devotion to
the principles of our Order.

The W. Master then called upon the Hon. Peter Lawson, late Dist. Deputy
G. Master, but a severe cold prevented his speaking. The Rev. Br. Cushman,
Chaplain of the Lodge, then made an address, marked with thought and feeling.
Many of the audience were deeply affected at the picture he drew of a Brother
in a foreign land—away from his friends, but surrounded by his Masonic
Brethren,—who afforded every relief in their power, watched by his dying bed,
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and followed his inanimate remaine to the resting place which a Brother had
provided for them. At the conclusion of his remarks all united with the Choir
in singing * Auld Lang Syne ;’ after which the closing prayer. A procession
was then formed to conduct the officers to their room. A supper was furnished
in the banquet room, connected with the Lodge-room, where a pleasant social
hour was passed in the happy interchange of thought and sentiment.

Near midnight, the company dispersed, much pleased and delighted.

The following are the officers installed :—

Brs. C. C. Hutchinson, W. M. ; W, F. Salmon, S. W.; John Billings, J. W. ;
Wm. Lawson, Jr., Treas. ; John A. Goodwin, Sec.; Robert H. Butcher, 8. D.;
S. D. Billings, J. D.; S. Totman, S. S.; L F. Scupture, J. S.; Rev. J. N.
Cushman, Chap.; N. W. Norcross, Marshal ; J. E. Sleat, I. Sen.; Saml. Young,
0. ; Waldo Fisher, Tyler.

THE MASTER.

IT has often occurred to me that the nature of the engagements, both expressed
and implied, which are entered into by the Master of a Lodge, is, in general,
but indifferently understood or appreciated. It is reasonable to presume that any
man of ordinary understanding, who has gone through the subordinate offices,
will, by the time he reaches the chair, be able to perform his part in the
ceremonies of the Lodge with accuracy and propriety. If not, he must bea
cipher—* if he can do nothing, but say nothing, he shall be nothing here.” But
we have a right 1o expect more than the getting by rote a few phrases. The
Master should possess, and should be able to impart, some knowledge of
the meaning and origin of our ceremonies, which, unless explained, may seem
frivolous or tedious formalities, They are, it is true, calculated to awaken
rational curiosity, and are fraught with meaning: Masonry still bearing the
impress of its Asiatic origin, teaches its moral precepts by symbolical actions.
But explanation is needed to convey that meaning, and ¢‘ THE MasTER” is not
only supposed to be a master of men, but a master of work. The vulgar and
illiterate may stand amazed at what they cannot comprehend—but Masonry is
not confined to the vulgar and illiterate ; men of high intellectual acquirements
are daily joining our Society, anxious not merely to share in benefits, but to be
instructed in the boasted philosophy which is “ veiled in its allegories, and
illustrated by its symbols.” Why, then, should we tolerate that ignorance which
is the result of mere apathy? Surely it is worth while to know somewhat of a
subject which engages the attention of so many estimable and intelligent
persons. And the means of that knowledge are in our reach. Masonry has
now broken through the restraint which the timid jealousy of our predecessors
had imposed upon it. We have shared in the irresistible progress of the age,
and we now have Masonic treatises, magazines and journals, all devoted to the
explanation of Masonic history, antiquities, and principles. We attract more
attention than heretofore, as appears not only by the multiplicity of our authorized
publications, but by the host of spurious and despicable rituals and pretended
exposures, which feed the credulity of the vulgar.
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-FOREIGN MATTERS.

Tre Masonic season in England opened the present year with much spirit,
and everywhere throughout the kingdom, the Craft are actively and
successfully engaged in the appropriate labors and duties of the Order.
A convenient house has recently heen purchased and dedicated to the
use of the ‘ Royal Masonic Institution for Boys”—one of the noble
Charities of the Grand Lodge of England. ¢ Hitherto, from the cir-
cumstance of the boys (orphan sons of indigent Masons) being educated
in schools contiguous to their residences, the friends of the institution
have been unable to show those tangible proofs of the munificence of the
Brethren which are evidenced by its sister establishment,” the Masonic
School for Girls. This inequality is now remedied, and the Boys’
School, like that of the Girls’, has a * local habitation.” It is not perhaps
assuming too much to say, that these Schools are among the noblest
charities in the world. They are an honor to Freemasonry, and our
English Brethren are justly proud of them.

The Supreme Council 33d degree for England, Wales and the De-
pendencies of the British Crown, held its annual session atits Grand
East, London, on the 15th Oct. last. A Warrant was granted to Ill.
Bro. Chas. Goolden, S. P. R. S., who is about to proceed to Scind,
(India,) to hold a Chapter of Rose Croix in the presidency of Bombay.
The higher degrees were conferred on several distinguished Brethren, and
twenty guineas were voted to the Asylum for Aged Freemasons.

We are gratified in being able to state that the Order is equally
prosperous in Scotland, though beyond this fact we find nothing of special
Interest to lay before our readers, this month.

The Grand Lodge of Ireland held a communication on the st October,
but no business of special interest was transacted. The Order under its
jurisdiction is in a healthy and flourishing condition. A private note from
the lil. Brother M. Furnell 33d, informs us that by the advice of his
physicians, he has wken up his residence for the winter in Dublin. Our
Brother is Prov. Grand Master for North Munster, and one of the most
active and accomplished Masons in Ireland. We most sincerely trust the
change of residence will result in his perfect restoration to health.

The Brethren at Sydney, New South Wales, celebrated St. John’s day,
(the 24th June,) by a grand ball. The Prince of Wales’s Theatre was
engaged for the purpose, and ‘the pit, having been boarded over,
furnished, together with the stage, an extensive ball-room. In the centre,
suspended from the gallery, was the proud union-jack of old England,
with the tricolor of France on the right, and the Stars and Stripes of
America on the left ; and the flags and banners of other nations were also

11
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conspicuously displayed, entwined with festoons of evergreens and flowers.
The Masonic emblems were tastefuliy delineated in evergreen laaves.”
The occasion was honored by the presence of many of the principal digni-
taries of the province.

INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE.

[WE have been kindly permitted to lay the following interesting correspondence before cur
readers:—]
Office of the Grand Master of Freemasons in Massachusetts.
BosTon, May 19, 1857.
To the Most Worshipful Grand Master of England, the Right Honorable Thomas

Dundas, Earl of Zetland, and Baron Dundas.

Permit me to congratulate you that you have again been installed into the high
office in Freemasonry which you have so long filled and adorned ; and I would
also congratulate the Brethren within your Jurisdiction, that they will continue to
enjoy the services of one who has ever manifested the warmest regard for their
honor and welfare, and presided over their affairs with distinguished ability and
success.

That portion of the Fraternity over whom I have the honor to preside, watch
the deliberations and proceedings of their Brethren in England, and especially the
transactions of your Grand Lodge—which we recognize as the parent body of our
Order in America—with unabating interest, and view with undiminished satisfaction
the fidelity with which our principles and ancient landmarks are there guarded and
preserved.

Flattering ourselves that you, Most Worshipful, are not unmindful or uninterest-
ed in the progress and welfare of your trans-Atlantic Brethren, 1 am induced to
transmit to you a copy of a new edition of our Constitutions, which I beg you will
accept, that you may see what are the rules and regulations by which we are
governed, and be enabled thereby to judge whether or not we are faitkfully fuliilling
the mission which, more than one hundred and twenty years ago, was confided to
our forefathers by one of your illustrious predecessors.

I have the honor to be most respectfully and fraternally yours,

Joun T. Hsearp,
Grand Muster of Massachusetts.

Freemasons' Hall, London, Nov. 14th, 1S517.

M. W. and Dear Brother,—I beg you to accept my best thanks for your kind
congratulationson my reinstallation to the Hizh Office of Grand Master of England.

Sincerely attached to our venerable Order, an attachment increased by the
recollection that my father and grandfather had held high office in the Cralt since a
period approaching to half a century, and that I was elected to succeed that
Illustrious Brother, His late Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, whose intimate
knowledge of the principles and interest of the Craft, and whose untiring exertions
in superintending and carrying on its working and operations for more than thirty
years, placed him pre-eminently amongst the great patrons of our Order, I cannot
but feel proud of the confidence reposed in me by the Freemasons of England.

I should indeed be wanting in every generous sentiment were I not to use my best
exertions, feeble as they may be, to sustain in all their purity, those great priaciples
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of universal charity, untainted by anything akin to sectarian feeling, and to pre-
serve intact our Ancient Landmarks.

These have been the guides of the Grand Masters of England at all times, and
they bave rejoiced in lending a helping hand wherever their aid was sought, in
extending the influence of genuine Freemasonry.

It is to me a great gratification, and will be equally so to the Grand Lodge of
England, to know that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts lends its powerful aid in
sustaining unimpaired the base of our noble fabric.

Again personally thanking you, Most Worshipful Grand Master, for your fraternal
greeting, I beg you to accept the assurance of the high consideration and regard
with which I have the pleasure to subseribe myself

Your faithful Brother,
Zztrano, Grand Master of England.
To the M. W. Grand Master of Massachusetts.

PRESENTATION TO A RETIRING MASTER.

Br. C. W. Moore,—In compliance with a vote of Meridian Lodge, I have enclosed
to vou the address of Br. B. F. Bowles and the Worshipful Master’s reply (for the
Freemasons’ Magazine.) The address was suggested by the presentation of a
beautiful silver Pitcher and Salver, purchased by members of the Lodge, at a cost
of forty dollars.

The gift was well merited and justly deserved. Br. Babcock has served as W.
Master since the Lodge was established at Natick, except one year, and although
living some distance from the place of meeting, he has seldom been absent.

Yours truly,
Natick, Dec. 9th, 1857. J. B. FairBancs, Sec’y. Meridian Lodge.

Worshipful Master.—As the servant of members of Meridian Lodge, and with
great pleasure to myself, permit me, so far as my imperfect words may enable me,
to give utterance to the sentiments of respect and esteem we cherish for you.

For your many good qualities, as a man and a citizen,—qualities, which, while
they secure the faithful discharge of your duties as such, give the best and most
beautiful expression to the principles of our beloved Order, and thus secure for it a
just respect,—for these we honor you.

The untiring zeal with which you have so long labored to promote the interests
of our Fraternity, and thus of the world; your industry in acquiring the know-
ledge of our sacred mysteries requisite to success in this; and especially to fit you
to instruct and govern us ag our Master, have elicited our highest admiration.

For the justice, fidelity to the laws of Masonry, and the urbanity with which you
bave discharged the varied functions of this office, we thank you.

Let the pleasure we all derive from this expression of our sentiments, be the ex-
cuae for this frankness, and for the wounds we thus inflict upon your proverbial modes-
ty Solong careful for our happiness, we trust you would not deprive us of this.

And now, beloved Brother, as a more tangible and lasting expression of these
sentiments, receive this plate.

When in your home it shall greet your eye, may it be suggestive of the greeting
that shall ever wait in our hearts for you.

As from these articles you receive the blessings of life, permit us to hope that
you will take therefrom the memory and assurance of our Jove. And if they shall

~
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be s0 kept and honored as to descend to your children, or children's children, may
they speak to them of the fraternal love and appreciation of virtue that should be
ever found in the hearts of Masons. And may the Grand Master of us all, bless
thee and thine forever.

Brethren of Meridian Lodge :—It is true that I have endeavored to manifest
some interest in our Fraternity. When greater or more immediate interests would
permit, I have attended our communications. So far as able I have sought the
Ppreparation necessary to make myself of some use while here. If as you have so
kindly intimated I have in any degree been succesful, the thought now gives me the
greatest pleasure.

You know I am no speech-maker ; I cannot make one now ; but let me assure
you that for this manifestation of your confidence, for these words of approval, and
for this rich gift, I am grateful.

ON THE ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRY.

BY BRO. ROBT. LONGFIELD.*

Tax dispersion of mankind, which was probably by families or tribes, or those
identical in one language, radiated from Babel as a centre, east and west—on
the east to India, on the west to Syria, Greece, Egypt, and Italy. It would be
only natural to expect that the myriads dispersed by this building-folly or
wickedness, would exhibit, in the countries whither they migrated, some traces
of their early Masonic predilections and ¢kill. And it is, indeed, remarkable,
that very shortly after this event, buildings of enormous magnitude, and evincing
great skill and a scientific knowledge of Masonry, were constructed in all the
countries more immmediately connected with the scene of the dispersion of man.
Itis only necessary to glance ata few—the remote antiquily aud vasiness of
which will be at once remembered. The pyramids and labyrinth of Egypt, the
cyclopean buildings of Tyrens in Greece, Volterra in Italy, the walls of Tyre,
and pyramids of Hindostan—all attest the early prevalence of the science and
ruling spirit of Masonry, derived from some one great original, and spread abrcad
by some memorable event, which might cause it to be a common idea, pervading
countries so far remote and unconnected. How, then, was the architectural skill
and unity of design preserved and propagated? At a time before the use of
letters was supposed to have been revealed to mankind, and indeed until writing
was common, there was only one mode of perpetuating any high degree of
knowledge, requiring, to make it practical, the co-operation and skill of numbers,
and which was not, like painting,sculpture, or poetry, a solitary art, and that was,
by the institution of certain societies or mysterious brotherhoods of those possessed
of the science, and into which persons, from time to time, might be initiated ;
aund who thus, by a sort of corporate succession, never being wholly old or
entirely new, cotld keep alive, by authentic tradition, all the knowledge and arts
of the founders. Indeed it has been well observed, that before the invention of
letters mankind may be said to have been perpetually in their infancy, as the
arts of one age or country generally died with their possessors. In Egypt and

#*From a lecture delivered at Dublin, in February last.
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Hindostan the early rulers tried to prevent this tendency of the arts to perish, by
forcing the son to follow the trade of the father, that the knowledge acquired by
any one might be preserved by a lineal succession. The corporate succession
of associated craftsmen was much more effectual to this end. We find, then, in
ancient history, traces of the early existence of scientific associations or trades’
unions, as I may term them ; and these associations were quickly invested with
the additional grandeur and importance derived from the invention or adoption of
peculiar religious and mystic ceremonies, with which they contrived to guard
and connect their purely secular knowledge. Of these societies, one of the
most important were the Etruscans, a people widely celebrated for their scientific
acquirements and their mysterious religious rites and ceremonies, and who, long
before the building of Rome, inhabited that part of Italy now known as Tuscany.
Their very name is, by Michelet and others, perhaps rather fancifully, derived
from the word turris, or tower, and indicated that they were a nation of builders;
and the remains now existing of the labors of this very ancient and ingenious
people, prove how well-merited was their name, if, indeed, derived from this
Latin word. But any one who considers the history of mankind, the proneness
to association and to mystery, the prevalence of those ancient huge buildings to
which I have referred, requiring the exertion of scientific skill, and co-operation
of numbers, must at once feel disposed to admit the probability, at least, of the
existence, in the earliest ages of the world—the immediate postdiluvian times—
of aseociated bodies of architects; and also from the known jealousy of all
poseessing any peculiar skill or science, the probability too of those associations
keeping sacred this knowledge from all but a select and privileged few. It is,
however, unnecessary 1o rest on probability ouly, as we can trace from history
the early existence of associations, united by secret mysteries jealously preserved
from the vulgar, using certain religious ceremonies and mystic symbols, and
bearing much resemblance to the present rites of Freemasonry ; and once such
socicties originated, the adoption by craftsmen of similar mysteries, rites, and
ceremonies, would rapidly follow. And it so happens that in each ancient nation,
distinguished for its early culture of architectural science, there existed mysterious
brotherhoods of high consideration, requiring initiation by secret and appalling
ceremonies, guarding the admission to the fraternity by a most rigid scrutiny ;
and some of these associations originated twelve or fourteen hundred years be-
fore the Christian era, and some centuries before the building of Solomon’s
Temple. A few may be mentioned. The chief were those initiated into the
Eleusinian mysteries, the Etruscan, the Cabiri, the priests of Egypt, and the
disciples of Zoroaster and Pythagoras.

A short account of the Eleusinian mysteries, which have generally been
esteemed the most ancient and most closely resembling Freemasonry, may prove
interesting. Each of you will for himself readily compare them with those of
our Craft, and note the resemblance or difference. After a long ceremony of
preparatory purification, continued during nine days, the candidate for initiat'on
was admitted at night into a vast building. By a series of mechanical
contrivances, he was apparently exposed to the terrors of an earthquake ; and
amid imitations of thunder and lightning, sudden darkness beset him, and
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hideous noises were heard around. After enduring much calculated to strike
terror, or arrest attention, he was introduced into the sanctuary of the goddess

Isis or Ceres, which was dazzlingly lit up, and he was then instructed in the
meaning of the sacred symbols presented to his view. Significant passwords

were then communicated to him, by which he might recognize the Brethren,

and a most solemn oath was administered that he never should divulge the
mysteries in which he was then instructed to the uninitiated. His instraction

in the mysteries was by successive stages or steps. Some have supposed that ’
the members of this society were taught the unity of the Divine Being. This,

however, is denied by others; but it is generally admitted that a morality much

superior to that prevailing amongst the mass of the nation, and connected with

a belief in a system of future rewards and punishments, and of the immortality

of the soul, was inculcated. These mysteries were in high repute, and the

greatest sages and philosophers were proud of their initiation.

We have thus, then, proof of the early existence of the two sources from
which Freemasonry would naturally originate—of the general association and
great skill of the eastern architects, and of organized societies, distinguished by
peculiar knowledge, by signs, &c., and bound by solemn sanctions not to reveal
their secrets to those not initiated. The adoption by the one body of signs,
symbols, initiations and mysteries, similar to those of the other, was so natural,
as almost certain to take place at a very early period of the co-existence of the
two societies—the associated crafismen and the ascociated mysterymen. This
tendency of all trades or professions to form separate societies,and to protect
their knowledge and rights by initiation into secrets, by passwords of recognition,
&c., is not of modern date, but is coeval almost with history, and indeed arises
from the very nature of man.

UNIFORMITY.

We must be careful to preserve uniformity, and to hand down unaltered to our
successors what we have ourselves received. Masonry is universal—it knows
no limit of country, or language, or time ; therefore, its essential points must be
strictly observed ; if not, it will lose its universality, and, to the same extent, its
utility. Ceremonies must indeed change from time to time, and from country to
country, but the essentials of the Order, its universal language and reciprocal
obligations, must be carefully preserved from all addition or diminution: we
must adhere to the form in which we have learned them : we have no right to
change even their antiquated phraseology to please the fastidiousness of modern
taste. It was well said, “ you may polish an old coin, to make it more legible;
but if you go on polishing it will soon be a coin no longer.” And the Master
should take care that every newly-admitted Brother shall be fully instructed in
all the essentiala of the degree he has received—that he shall know to whom
and to what he is bound. He has come to seek the light of knowledge, and it
is his right to receive it, full and pure, from him whose duty it is to impart it—
the Master in the chair.
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ORGANIZATION
OF THE
M. WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS

OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, FOR 1858.

M. W. John T. Heard, of Boston, Grand Master,
R. W. Rev. William Flint, of Greenfield, Deputy Grand Master.
“  Henry Goddard, of Worcester, Senior Grand Warden.
‘¢ l1saac Hull Wright, of Boston, Junior Grand Warden,
Thomas Tolman, of Boston, Grand Treasurer.
% Chas. W. Moore, of Boston, Recording Grand Secretary.
G. Washington Warren, of Charlestown, Cor. Grand Secretary.

W. Rev. Samuel Osgood, of Springfield, .
Rev. Thos. R. Lambert, of Charlestown, } Grand Chaplains.

“ William 8. Gardner, of Lowell, Grand Marshal.

“ Enoch Hobart, of Boston Senior Grand Deacon.

“  Wm. W. Baker, of Boston, Junior Grand Deacon.

:“ P"“"’I\z"i“"‘ffi{f'" of Boston,

“ {I‘Q;ti]lllliam“\:\.’?l“(”l:;;l:ﬁx’, of Concord, Grand Stewards.
¢«  Sandford M. Huat, of Roxbury,

“ Peter C. Jones, of Boston, Grand Sword Bearer.

“ John Alden, of Randolph, .
« 3. P. Pattee, of West Cumbridge, } Grand Pursuivants.

¢«  William C. Martin, of Boston,
«  Benjamin F. Nourse, of Cambridge, } Grand Lecturers.

Bro. Irving L. Harwood, of Bcston, Grand Organist,
¢ Samuel H. Gregory, of Boston, Grand Chorister.
%  Ebeu F. Gay, Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W. William D. Coolidze, of Boston, District No, 1.
¢« Isnac P. Seavey, of Newburyport, “ 2.
% William North, of Lowell, “ 3
“  Levi Ruwson, of Farnumsville, s 4.
“  Lucien B. Keith, of North Bridgcwater, “ 3.
“  Henry Earl, of Worcester, . 6.
“  George H. Tuber, of Fuirhaven, “ 7.
“  Sylvester Baxter, of Hyannis, “ 8.
“  Daniel Reynolds, of Springticld, i« 9.
“  W. B. C. Pearsons, of Holyoke, “ 10.
“  Charles B. Rogers, of Charlestown, “ 11.
“  Clement A, Walker, of South Boston, o 12,

“  Charles T. Ward, Special Deputy for Chili, S. America.

COMMITTEE OF FINANCE,
Brothers Samuel P. Oliver, W. H. L. Smith, and Solon Thornton.

TRUSTEES OF THE GRAND CHARITY FUND.
Brothers John T. Heard, Rev. Wm, Flint, Henry Goddard, Isaac H. Wright, Thos. Tolman,
Chas. W. Moore, Daniel Harwood, Thos. Restieaux, Wm. Parkman, John
McClellan, John Flint, Wendell T. Davis.

COMMITTEE ON CHARITY.

Brothers Rev. E. M. P. Wells, Robert Keith, Peter Wainwright.
COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY.

Brothers Winslow Lewis, George M. Randall, Chas. W. Moore.
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MASONIC REMINISCENCES OF QUEBEC.

Lowell, December 19th, 1857.
BRr. Moore,—During a visit to the city of Quebec last summer, I came across
an account of the ceremony of the laying of the first stone of the Monument to
Worre and MonTcary, which took place Nov. 20th, 1827. Perhaps it may not
be uninteresting to the readers of your Magazine.

The Monument is erected in the upper garden attached to the Castle. The
proposal of erecting a Monument to these celebrated men, originated with Lord
Dalhousie, who contributed munificently to the subscription. On the morning
of the 20th, the troops in garrison marched from their respective barracks, and
formed a line on the street which separates the upper and lower garden of the
Chateau. They then opened their ranks and formed a lane.

The Grand Lodge of Masons, the Merchants, and Fréres du Canada, the
Sussex and the St. Andrew’s Lodges, the officers composing the Grand Lodge
and the Brethren, being in full Masonic costume, walked in procession to the
Chateau, preceded by the band of the 66th regiment, entered the garden, and
lined the avenues to the spot, where preparations had been made for the purpose
which called their attendance.

The Countess of Dalhousie shortly after made her appearance in the garden,
with the Hon. Lady Hill, the Hon. Mrs. Gore, Mrs. Sewell, and a large party of
fashionables, and paseed through the lines of Masons to the platform of the
battery ; almost at the same moment His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief,
accompanied by the Lord Bishop of Quebec, and the Chief Justice, the Com-
mittee of superintendence, and many other gentlemen, and attended by the
officers of the General and Personal Staff, having passed through the lane, formed
by the troops, entered the garden by the gate facing the spot selected for the site
of the Monument, and, descending the steps, joined the Countess of Dalhousie,
whom he conducted, accompanied by her Ladyship’s friends, to a situation com-
manding a view of the ceremonies to take place.

Every thing being now in readiness, His Excellenoy placed himself in front
of the Stone and spoke as follows :—

¢ Gentlemen of the Committee—We are assembled upon an occasion most in-
teresting to this country, if possible more so to this city. We are met to lay the
Foundation of a Colnmn in honor of two illustrious men, whose deeds and whoee
fall have immortalized their own names, and placed Quebec in the rank of cities
famous in the history of the world.

‘¢ Before, however, we touch the first stone, let us implore the blessing of Al-
mighty God upon our intended work.”

The prayer concluded—his Lordship thus addressed the Masonic Brethren :—

¢ Right Worshipful Grand Master and Worshipful Brethren of the Grand
Lodge, I crave your assistance in performing Masonic Ceremonies and honors on
this occasion.”

The R. W. Grand Master, supported by the R. W. D. G. M. Oliva, on bis
right, and P. D. G. M. Thompson, on his left, with two Grand Deacons, took his
station on the east side of the foundation. The R. W. the Grand Masters, and
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R. W. the Grand Chaplain placed themselves on the opposite sides. Then the
Corner-Stone was lowered and laid with the usual Masonic ceremony—the
Grand Master, supported as above described, advanced towards His Lordship to
give the three mystic strokes on the stoue. During this part of the ceremony,
the R. W. Grand Master repeated the following short prayer :—

% May this undertaking prosper, with the blessing of Almighty God.”

The part of the ceremony which now followed, derived peculiar interest from
the presence of Mr. James Thompson, one of the few survivors (supposed to be
the only man in Canada) of that gallant army which served under Wolfe on the
memorable 13th of September, 1759. This venerable Mason, in the 95th year
of hie age, walked with the party which accompanied the Earl, and stood near
his Lordship, leaning on the arm of Captain Young, of the 79th Highlanders,
the officer whose pencil produced the chaste and appropriate design, which has
been adopted for the Monument. His Lordship called upon the patriarch to
assist in the ceremony, in these words :

“ Mr. Thompson—we honor you here as the companion in arms and a
venerable living witness of the fall of Wolfe ;—do us also the favor to bear
witness on this occasion, by the gavel in your hand.”

Mr. Thompson, then, with a firm hand, gave the three mystic strokes with the
mallet, on the stone. An appropriate prayer was then pronounced by Dr.
Harkness, the Provincial Grand Chaplain. Appropriate deposits were made in
a cavity prepared in the face of the stone for their reception, and they were
covered by a brass plate with a Latin inscription.

The plan and elevation of the Monument were then presented to the Countess
of Dalhousie.

The ceremony concluded by the troops firing a feu de joie ; after which they
presented arms, the band playing ¢ God save the King.” After the third volley,
three hearty British cheers were given, and the troope, in returning to the
barracks, passed his Lordship in review on the Place d’Armes.

Freemasons’ Hall is situated on Buade street, near the steps leading from
Prescott Gate, and although it has not for some years been devoted to the uses of
the Order, it still bears the name of Freemasons’ Hall. It is not otherwise
remarkable, than from its having over the doorway the following inscription,
below the stone figure of a dog gnawing a bone, which, from its being gilt, has
obtained the name of * Le Chien d’ Or,” or the ¢ Golden Dog ”:

J& svis vx CHIRN QVI RONGE L'0s.

EN LE RONGEANT JE PRED MON REPUS.
VN TEMS VIENDRA QVI N'EST PAS VENV
QVE JE MORDRAY QV1 MAVRA MORDV.

As considerable local interest is attached to this relic, I transcribe the following
account, which has been given of its origin :—

“ Mr. Philibert was a merchant in Quebec, during the time that this country
was under the French Government. Mr. Begon was at the head of the Financial
Department in Canada: and he had so conducted the fiscal affairs of Canada, or
rather of France in respect oi:'l ganada, that one of the Queens of that chivalrous
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kingdom, asked her husband whether the walls of Quebec were made of gold?
M. Philibert and Mr. Begon did not agree. The former had not the means or
the power to have his complaints heard and redressed. He was therefore
obliged, instead of preferring them in the shape of an indictment, or an im-
peachment, to write them in the covert language, which is placed under the
dog, as his motto, This was too much for tyranny. Mr. Philibert, when
descending the Lower Town Hill, received the sword of Mr. De R——, an
officer of the garrison, through his back, and the murderer was permitted quietly
to depart 1o the East Indies. The brother of Mr. Philibert, receiving intelligence
of this mournful event, came from France to Canada, to settle his brother's
eslate, and to avenge his blood. Having arranged the former, he pursned Mr.
De R—— 1o Pondicherry, where they met in the street, instantly drew their
swords, fought upon the spot, and the assassin was slain.” G.

PRESENTATION.

AT ameeting of the Boston Encampment of Knights Templars,on Wednesday,
the 16th Dec., at the Masonic Temple, a very beautiful present was made to
Past M. E. G. C. Sir Dasier Harwoob, consisting of a massive Silver Pitcher,
Goblets and Salver, which was the voluntary contribution of the Sir Knights,
and which have given great pleasure to the recipient, as the expression of thcse
with whom he has been associated for so many years; it was presented by Sir
Knight Joun K. HaLy, with the following address :—

Most Eminent,—On your retirement from the office of Grand Commander of the
Boston Encampment, an office which you have filled with so much ability, and to
the duties of which your time bas been so ardently devoted, the members felt they
could not part with one to whom they were so warmly devoted, and under whose
guidance they bad risen to that renown which now attaches to the Boston
Encampment, without some remembrance of him with whom they had so long been
most happily associated : they therefore requested they might be permitted to retain
your counterfeit presentment, which request was complied with ; but they were
also desirous that you might have some memorial to call to mind our many pleasant
meetings, and while we were participating in the gratification of contemplating the
likeness of him who had been for a period of seven years so punctual at the post of
duty, he also might have something to call to mind the happy scenes in which he
had been associated with us, and which would assure him, that ‘ though absent, he
was not forgotten.”” In accordance with that feeling, the Sir Knights of the Boston
Encampment unite in tendering to you a testimonial of their affection and regard
for you, hoping it may remicd you, that your untiring zeal in the cause, and
unwearied exertions for their welfare, have not been wholly unappreciated by them.

Most Eminent—This is no unmeaning ceremony—the appeal to the Knights was
responded to with such cordial good will, as plainly showed the request vibrated
in perfect union with their feelings ; this is not flattery, it comes warm from the
hearts of all of us; many of whom might have performed this duty much more ac-
ceptably, but representing the rank and file of the Encampment to whom the ap-
peal was made, I could not forego the gratification of making known to you their
sentiments, warm as I had received them. And, Most Eminent, in the name of the
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Sir Knights of the Boston Encampment, I request your acceptance of this testimo-
nial, assuring you, that

In Banquet Hall, in pleasure’s hour,

Where you have stood in kingly power,

Or at the Shrine, when hushed our glee,

At either scene, we 'll think of thee.

The inscription on the pitcher was as follows : —

Sir Danizr Harwoob,
from the
Boston Encampment of Knights Templars.
Presented Dec. 16th, 1857,

As a testimonial of their appreciation of his valuab'e services, and of their love and esteem
for him, who for a period of seven years, as Most Eminent Grand Commander of the
Boston Eacampment, has won for it the enviable reputation of being the
best exemplar of the work of the Order.

In Banquet Hull, in pleasure’s hour,
Where you have stoud in kingly power,

Or at the Shrine, when hushed our glee,
At eitber scene, we'll think of thee.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Randolph, Dec. 17, 1857.
Brorrer Moorx,—Yesterday, acting under a Dispensation which the Grand

Master was kind enough to grant for the purpose, Norfolk Union Lodge buried
Brother RoskrT SuankweLr, with the Masonic honors. His age was twentyeight
years. Between forty and fifty Brethren, clothed with white aprons and gloves,
appeared in the procession, viz.:—Twentyfive members of Norfolk Union Lodge,
some twelve or fourteen from Rising Star Lodge, and six or seven from Paul Revere
Lodge. Among the Brethren present, there were seven whose respective ages were
more than three score years and ten—two more than four score, and only fifteen,
out of fortyfive, whose ages were less than fifty years'—and these fifteen—all of
them—have been made Masons within five ye'au! The procession commanded the
highest respect of the large concourse of persons present, as it was entitled to do.
I do not ask whether it was the fifteen young men, or the thirty venerable Brethren
with their grey bairs, who gave dignity to the occasion. It ought to have been
neither, but the fact that three generations of respectable men, fromn twentytwo to
eightyfour years of age, in a snow storm, were not ashamed

“ To Aprons put on,

To make themselves one,

With a free and accepted Mason.”

This it was that gave respectability aud dignity to the solemn ceremonies. And

I have spoken of the old and young in this connection from no disrespect to either.
In Freemasonry all stand upon a common level. The old and young—religion,
politics, country, profession—all, all are alike,—~nune has the preference over the
other,—and any other principle avowed or acted upon, is, masonically, high treason.
Still, I venerate old age ; and I am happy to say, that I never had, or for a moment
entertained, any other sentiment than profound respect for the aged. On no subject
am I more sensitive than when I hear the young speak with disrespect of their
seniors, because of their frosted locks,—and this arises not from the fact that I am
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daily walking in that direction ; but the sentiment was instilled into me in my
early infancy. I can’t remember the time, so remote in the past, that I did not bold
in profound veneration, the *‘old men” of the day. And how much reason have
we, as Masons, to respect and venerate our older Brethren! The character of our
Institution to-day, as always, is estimated, outside of its walls atleast, by the charac-
ter of its * old men.” They were our pillar of strength in the day of our greatest
trial ; and had it not been for such venerable Brethren as Russell, Harris, Abbot,
Soley, and others of like age and character, the condition of our Institution to-day
might have presented a very different aspect from that in which we now behold it.
But I did not intend to write an essay on old or young men, but simply to record
the rare and gratifying fact, evidenced on the occasion of the funeral of our
lamented Brother, that we have still living among us here, where anti-masonry run
riot, so large a number of old and venerable Brethren, actively engaged in their
Masonic duties.

Truly and fraternally yours, *

PRESENTATION OF A JEWEL.

WE are happy to learn that at the fourth Annual Convocation of the Grand
Chapter of Towa, on the 30th May last, the G. H. P. Comp. Hartsock, in
compliance with a previous vote of that body, presented a rich and beautiful
¢ Gold Jewel” to our respected friend and aecomplished Comp. THos. S. ParviN,
P. G. H. P,, and present Grand Secretary. The compliment was well and
worthily bestowed. We give the addresses on the occasion :—

ADDRXS8S OF PRESENTATION.

ExceLLENT CoMpaNIoN :—At the last Grand Couvocation of this G. Chapter,
a resolution was passed instructing the Grand Council to prepare and present t0
you a gold Jewel, as an expression of our respect and of our appreciation of
your valuable services rendered in the organization of this Grand Chapter.

This Jewel we have procured, and, as the presiding officer of this Grand
Chapter, | have the pleasure of presenting it to you on this occasion in the name
of the Grand Chapter of lowa.

It is intended as a Past Grand High Priest’s Jewel, a Circle enclosing a
Triangle, in which is suspended a Mitre.

The Circle is an emblem of Eternity, without beginning, without end, and let
it ever remind you that the barque of your existence must be launched upon
that shoreless, unknown sea, to return no more forever.

The Triangle regresems the attributes of the Great Jehovah, Omniscience,
Omnipotence and Omnipresence, and as you look upon it may you remember
that you are the child of His creative power, that His all-seeing eye penetrates
to the inmost recesses of Jvour heart, and there reads, not as man reads, but
according to the reality, and that His fatherly presence is ever with hia children
to chide, encourage and sustain, and may your soul ever turn to him with its
ready response, ‘ Thou art my Lord and my God.”

Let the inscription, ¢ Holiness to the Lord,” on the Mitre which you have
often worn, and which is here represented to be your iotto, be written on all
1y:lour acts, inscribed on the tablet of your heart, and ever remind you that of

im are all things, and to Him all things should teud. That consecration to His
service is the true, the noblest act of man, and as on him all depend, for all of
life and its blessing, so to Him should all render the sacrifice of a pure and holy
life, and a meek and quiet spirit, and that though man may honor, the Lord
judgeth the hearts of men, and with Him is ro respect of persons.
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With these few remarks 1 present to you on behalf of this Grand Chapter this
Gold Jewel. Preserve it during the remainder of Eour life in remembrance of
the high esteem entertained by your Companions who now surround you, and of
their appreciation of your valuable services; and when your useful life shall
close on earth, your children and children’s children shall point 10 it with noble
pride and say, * This was the token of the high regard that our father received
of his Companions of the Grand Chapter of Towa, years long gone;” and,
stimulated by your example, they will % go and do likewise.”

REPLY BY COMPANION PARVIN,

Most ExceLLENT :—In receiving at your hands as the Constitutional repre-
sentative of the *‘ Grand Chapter of the State of Iowa,” this Gold Jewel, expres-
sive of the appreciation in which my humble services are held by the
Companions with whom I have labored in ¢ laying the foundations of this
House,” devoted to the cause of Truth, Virtue and Benevolence, my tongue fails
to give utterance to the thoughts which crowd the mind.

To the eatisfaction of one's own conscience, nothing can be more grateful than
the approval of discerning Brethren, and in this instance it will ever be to me a
mrce og regret that I have not more worthily earned the honors so generously

towed.

As I look upon this Jewel and behold the emblematic circle, triangle and the
mitre, my mind involuntarily turns to HiM with whom there is ¢ neither
beginning of days nor end of life,’” and whom to * glorify and enjoy, is the chief
and highest end of man.”

Iam not ashamed, my Companions, here to confess that I seek daily to live
the life becoming a follower of Him who when on earth ‘ went about Jdoing
good,” and I glory that this heavenly light was first revealed to my darkened
vision through the solemn and sublime mysteries practised in the rites and
ceremonies of our beloved Order.

Itrust, Companions of ¢ the Grand Chapter of the State of Towa,” that when.
I shall wear this your “ Token of appreciation, for invaluable services rendered
1o Royal Arch Masonry in Iowa,” I may ever be reminded of the beautitul motio
inscribed upon this mitre, and feel its deeper inscription upon that arch, the
kz;istonekof which the heart is, and thereby be the better strengthened for every
good work.

In the language of your High Priest, I shall, Companions,  preserve this token
during the remainder of life,” aid when it shall close on earth, consign it to my
children, who, as they through three successive generations trace their genealogy
to those who have, faithfully at least, labored in the erection of our mysiic
Temple, may be stimulated to emulate the example and surpass the endeavors
of their father, who, to promote this great and glorious undertaking, sacrificed
time, toil, and the endearments of home.

Accept Most Excellent and Companions my grateful thanks, conveyed more
forcibly in thought and look than in words.

THE IMPOSTOR FUGER—AGAIN.

Washington City, Dec. 5, 1857.
C. W. Moorg, Esq, Epitor Freemasons’ Magazinx.

My Dear Sir and Brother—I have just received the Magazine for December, and
notice in it a letter from Brother R. W. T. Daniel, Grand Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of Mississippi, stating the operations of a Masonic swindler, call-
ing himself * Jules Fuger,” and *“ Jules De Dremoran,” in Mississippi, and
warning the Brethren generally against him. To show how care(ul we should all
be, I will state that the same impostor, doubtless, has been here and in Boston,
imposing upon us all. He came here in April, 1855, under the name of * Jules
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Ribot,”,and again in January last, under the name of *“ Jules Fujet,” and that you
may have a history of my knowledge of him, I will copy from my letter book, a
letter which I addressed, in January last, to our M. W. Grand Master, that he
might take measures to prevent any further imposition upon us. The letter is as
follows : —

WasningTon, Janvary 11, 1857.
Hon. G. C. Whiting, M. W. Grand Master of Masons, D. C.

My Dear Sir & Br.—Your note of the 7th inst., enclosing sundry papers relative
to a person who was in this city in April, 1855, claiming to be a Freemason, and
who obtained charity under the name of Dr. Jules Ribot, was duly received.

That person, as appears by a note in pencil, given him by me, written in our
Encampment Hall, while he waited with Bro. D. Jay Browne, in the ante-room,
on the 14th of April, was on his way South, and pretended that his home was at,
or near, New Orleans.

He went, it seems, to Richmond, where he obtained letters. From thence to
Charleston, where he obtained a letter from Bro. A. G. Mackey ; and then, as
appears from a letter among the papers, addressed to me by Bro. E. Schueller,
Secretary of Hanselmann Lodge, No. 208, at Cincinnati, O., he went to that place,
where he swindled the Brethren pretty extensively, and then left the city privately.
The letter of Bro. Schueller was addressed to me by order of the Lodge, and in it
was returned my note and Bro. Mackey's letter. I, at once, replied to Brother
Schueller, and addressed a letter to Bro. Frailey, then M. W. G. Master, and he
Jaid the whole matter before the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia.

Within the past week or two, a person has been here calling bimself ‘* Fujet,”
appealing to the Craft as a Brother in distress. He came to me and deceived me with
a pitiful story of the sickness of his child, and exhibited a note from Dr. Lewis, of
Boston, P. G. M. of Massachusetts, as evidence of the aid that was given him by
the Freemasons of Boston, and I gave him a note to you.

Just as he was leaving my house, and after I had written the note, he made
some remarks that led me to suspect that he might be the person who was here in
1855, but whose name I had forgotten. I had an interview with Bro. Browne, and
he assured me he was the same person. I then, as you are aware, took measures
to find the papers that I sent to Bro. Frailey, but did not immediately aucceed. I
took measures, however, to warn such of the Brethren as I could see, not to be
imposed upon by the person thus claiming our charity—and among others, Brother
N. C. Towle, W. Master of Lebanon Lodge, to whom he had applied, and who
had his application under consideration. On the evening of the day on which [
cautioned Bro. Towle, “ Fujet” again called on him, very much intozicated, for
relief, Bro. Towle informed him what I had said, and declined granting him any
thing.

The next morning he, “ Fujet,” came to me, informed me what Brother T. bad
said, and assured me I was mistaken ; that he was not the person I had reference
to. I asked him if Bro. Browne of the Patent Office did not introduce him to me
8 year or two ago, in our Lodge ante-room. He said he did. I asked bim if I did
not then give him a note, written in pencil to Bro. Dove, of Richmond,—he replied
affirmatively. I then told him it was almost impossible that two cases could
happen 20 nearly alike, and thought he must be the man, but that I would make
diligent inquiry into the matter, that I might not wrong him. He then left me. I
could not recall the name that was given me in 1855, but was very confident it was
not *“ Fujet”—nor could I recall all the circumstances attending the notice of bis
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swindling transactions in Ohio, or the exact purport of my letter to Dr. Frailey.
On the morning of the 8th inst. I received that letter and the papers from you.
Last evening I saw Bro. D. Jay Browne, and showed him those papers—he remem-
bered, and recognized at once, my pencil note, and assured me there was nota
dowdt that Mons. Ribot, and Mons. Fujet, were one and the same individual.

This vile impostor, who is, doubtless, travelling the country imposing upon
Freemasons wherever he goes, left here for Baltimore, in the Thursday evening
train. I happened to be at the cars and saw him go—thongh he did not see me.
He bad with him a woman and infant child.

In my opinion it is our duty to take some efficient steps immediately, to let the
Brotherhood know who and what he is, that he may be stopped in his career of
imposition, falsehood, and dishonesty.

Ireturn herewith the papers you sent me, and thank you for the trouble you
have taken to send them.

Faithfully and fraternally yours,
B. B. Frexca.

Such was my letter to Bro. Whiting. It seems Mons. Ribot, Fujet, Fuger, De
Dremoran, has continued his impositions, and will probably turn up soon in some
other part of the Union. He is a finished villain, and pains should be taken to
bave him placed, where he ought to be, in some Penitentiary.

I have written this as a duty, and hope you will make such use of it as to have
it aid in exposing and bringing to justice so vile a scoundrel.

Very truly and fraternally yours,
B. B, FrexcH.

dbituary.

Brorasr CHARLES P. CHANDLER.

AT a meeting of Mosaic Lodge, No. 52, of F. and A. M., held at their Hall in
Dover, Maine, on Thursday, the 25th of Nov., 1857, a Committee raised for the
purpose of presenting Resolutions relative to the death of our late worthy Brother,
Cmarrks P. CuanpLEr, Esq., who died on the 17th inst., reported as follows :—

Resolved, That we have heard with feelings of the most sincere regret and
sorrow of the decease of our esteemed Brother, who has been removed in the
meridian of his manhood from this terrestial Lodge to the celestiel Lodge above,
where the Supreme Master forever presides. The labor assigned him here having
been well done ; he has been called to enjoy that refreshment and rest which shall
Dever cease.

Resolved, That by this sad and afflictive event we have lost a true and faithful
Brother, endeared to us by the strongest ties of kindness and fraternal regard ; the
community an active and highly useful citizen ; and his family a kind husband, an
affectionate and indulgent father, and a true and steadfast friend.

Resolved, That we most sincerely condole and sympathize with the afflicted
family of our departed Brother, and mingle our tears with theirs at this our
common bereavement.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be presented by the Secretary to the
widow and family of the deceased, and that they be published in the Freemasons’
Monthly Magazine, Masonic Journal, and Piscataquis Observer.

Jauss S. WiLey,
E. B. AveriLL, ; Committee.
P. 8. LowsLy,

Sanps BaiLzy, Secretary.



96

MASONIC CHIT CHAT.

MASONIC CHIT CHAT.

PequosserTe Lopge—This new Lodge,
located in the beautiful ¢ suburban village” of
Watertown, was consecrated, its officers in-
stalled, and the new hall elegantly fitted up
and furnighed for its accommodation, solemnly
dedicated, “according to ancient Masonic
form and usage,” by the M. W. Grand Lodge
of this Commonwealth, on Wednesday even-
ing, the 23d Dec ultimo. The ceremonies
were performed by the M. W. Grand Master
in his usual impressive manner, and we be-
lieve to the entire acceptance and gratification
of the large number of Brethren present.

At the conclusion of the ceremonies the
Lodge was closed, and the Brethren repaired
to the Spring Hotel, (kept by Bro. Batcheller,)
where a supper was spread, which, in all its
appointments—in variety,
and good taste in the serving,—would have
done no discredit to the best of our city
caterers,

This very agreeable part of the ceremonies
having been satisfactorily disposed of, the
Brethren were addressed by the Master of the
new Lodge, (W. Bro. Webster,) in an ex-
ceedingly neat and appropriate speech, as
introductory to the more intellectual part of
the entertai te of the ev He was
fullowed by Col. Heard, G. M.; R. W. Bro.
Sheppard, acting S. G. Warden, Brotbers
Moore, Whieldon, Coolidge, Fowle, and
others.

The occasion was one which all seemed to
enjoy, and the kindest hopes and best wishes
were felt and expressed for the future pros
perity of the new Lodge and the individual
happiness of its members.

—_—

sumpt
1 4

Mt. Moriah Lodge, Wesifield. —The an-
nual meeting of this flourishing Lodge, which
now numbers some sixty members, was held
on the 2d Dec., and the following Brethren
were elected officers for the ensuing year :—
P. H. Boise, W. M.; Wm. A. Johnson, S.
W.; A. Campbell, 2d, J. W.; Samuel Dow,
Treas.; C. H. Rand, Scc.; Dea. Josiuh S,
Knowles, Chuplain; H. E. Duniels, S. D;
L B. Walkley, J D.; Geo. Laflin and L. N.
Weston, Stewurds; H. N. Carter, Tyler.

At a Special Cominunication, held on the
evening of the 4th Dec., the above named

officers were installed by Past Master P H.
Boisk.

T¥A correspondent, writing from Prov-
idence, Dec. 4, 1857, says—At a Quartedy
Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge
of Rhode Island, held in this city, Nov 30th,
1857, a Charter was granted to a new Lodge
to be located in the city of Providence, and
called What Cheer Lodge, No. 21. Onthe
evening of the same day, the Lodge met and
elected tor officers, W. William B. Blanding,
Master; Lyman Klapp, S. W.; Richmond
Jones, J. W. ; Dr. A. P. King, Treas.; Ed-
ward Hooker, Sec.; Silvanus Tingley, S. D.;
Samuel L. Blaisdell, J. D. ; Henry A. Browa,
S. S.; Jobn J. Jenckes, J. S.; Rev. Daniel
Leach, Chap.; Albert C. Eddy, M.; Thos.
H. Barton, Sen.; E.B. White, Tyler.

This Lodge is started under very favorable
auspices, and is composed of young men,
who stand high as members of society and
as Masons. 1t has advanced the fees for the
degrees from the amount estublished by the
other Lodges, and appearances indicate that
it has been a wise step, and altbough the
presence of the times will, no doubt, deter
many good men from entering, yet there is
every prospect that the * What Cheer Ludge”
will do its share of business. B

[OG™A corresp jent at Whiteford, Ohio,
writes, that the new Lodge (Sylvania) in that
town, commenced “ one year ago with twelve
members, now numbers over fifty, good and
true.” The officers of the Lodge for the
present year are—W. B. Warren, M.; W. D.
McCan, S. W.; Stephen Porter, J.W.; D
A. Pease, Sec'y; H D. Warren, Treas.

Offcers of Winslow Lexss Lodge, Boslon.
for the ensuing year :—Benj. Dean, W. M.;
Chas. A. Davis, M. D., 8. W.; Chas. A.
Walker, J. W.; J. H. Cheney, Treas.; H.
W. Swett, Sec'y.

EXPULSION.
Clarksville, Tenn. Dec. 10, 1857
At a meeting of Clarksville R. A. Chapter
No. 3, held this evening, Comp. ‘W, P. Bow-
£as was expelled from all the privileges of R
A. Masonry, fiT gross unmagonic conduct.
W. L. CasT~ER, Sec.




Digitized by GOOS[G



CONTENTS,

Page.

Freemasonry in Prussia. Tae Prince or Prussia in Tax Gaano Looax
or Engranp, - - - - - . - - 97
Granp Loogr or Massacuuserrs, - - - - - . 102
Grand Master's Address, - - . - . - . 163
Dedication ol Halls. Charters issued and Lodges constituted, - - 1u3
Dispensations to form Lodges granted, - - - - - 104
Initiations and Membership, - - - o’ - 105
District Deputy Grand Masters, - - - . - . 108
Voters in Grand Lodge, - - - - . - - 108
Visits ot Grand Master, - - - - - . - 107
Proficiency ot Candidates, - - - - . - 107
Qualifications of Candidates and objects of Freemasonry, - - .07
Dispensation lor Degrees, - - - - - - 409
Visttors, - . - - . . - - . 109
Printing Records of Grand Lodge, - - - - - 111
Visit to the Grave of the first Grand Master, - - - - 113
Correspondence, - . - - - - . - 113
8t. Axprew's Lorgs. PrrsentaTion, - - - . - 114
Toucuss ox Tue TkrsTLE-Boarp. No,1, - - . . - 15
Reveue looer, Boston, - - - . - - - 119
Mount Zion l.ooge, Barzr, - - - - . . 120
Gengrat Wargren, - - - - - . - - 121
Ewnocu's Texeur, - - - - - - - . 122
Tue Mason's Duty puriNg TRIS SgasoN, - - - - - 123
Masonie Festivan, Nsw Oxreans, - - . - - - 124
Corgresronpence, - - - - - - - - 125
OsiTuaRY, - - - . - - . - - 126
Masonic Cuit Cuar, - - - . - - . - 128

LETTERS. ,
List of Lelters from Dce. 24 b0 Jan. 27.

Busivzss.—W T Raef Snider, Cairn, 11l.—P M New Ouileans, La ~J A Gordon
Charleston. S C —N D Ha<kell, De Moins, lewa—J L Marxhall. Wa-lilngmn, Mo.—S M
Southard. Vergennes, Vi.—P M Minneapohs, Min — P M Motile, Atw.—E Grani, Fail River,
Ms.—W E Sauford, N. Haven, Con.—G_Rex, Wooster, O.—N Dikeman Jr.. Waterlury,
Cl.—P M Werrenton, Mi.—T F Owens. Norlolk, Va.—T J Perrv, Rom», Geo.—R Han,
Frederickshuig, Va.—A T Cykosky, Vickshurg Mi.—J Cobb, Kingston, N. C.--1 Berry,
Porilund, Me.—>heldon, Blakeman & Co., N. York—K H Ven Rensselaer, Cambridge, O.
—P M Greut Harnington, Ms.—G O Buntyn, Memphis, Ten.—P M Eliniva. N Y.—1) Balch,
Mauchester, N H. —P M Columbhus, O —J J Greene, Pruvidence, R 1 —S G Risk. New
Orleans - I, Dunning. Loweil—A K 5 Metmore, Woodstock. N. B.—A A Meyer, Charlesion,
S. C.— P M Ebnita, N. YV.—D Brown. St. Stephen’s. N. B —E T Carson, Cuicinnati, Q.—
J Heywuod, Valparaiso, $. A.—J I' Duff, Upper Alion 1l.—P M Washugion, 0.—C A
Lacost. N, Orleans, Lu.— W W Story, Newark, N. J.—M Swith, Culd Spring S.C—=P M
Eulauls, Mo.—D Aront, Farmerville, La.—M W B-urdsley. St Albans, Vi.— P> Witiamson,
Philadelphia, Pa.—G W Dame, Danville, Va.-G Gathn, Union Co., Ark —F Rollins,
Orange, N. H.—W L Pomeroy, Raleigh, N. C.—P M Cuhaba, Alu.—J Chellet, New
Orleans—P M Lowndesboro’, Ala.

Remitrances.—O T Keeler, Columhus, Mi —D Rarker, Exeter, Me.—H J Hukill,
Steabenville, 0.—C Gilman, Baliimore, Md.—A O'Sullivan, St Louis, Mu.— 1, Cumnun
Burhngron, Vi.—K Porter, lowa Cuiy- T J Young, Danville, Mi.—B I Tilley, Newp-on,{:z
1. —A 8 Godfrey. Bowdoiham, Me.—W E Sauford, N. ilaven, Con.— W W Duvenport,
Poiut Peter, Geo —M ‘I'add, Cuttage Grove, Ten.—D Russell. Hallowell, Me.—H R Taylor,
Apalachicola, Fa.—D Brown, St. Stephen’s, N B.—L C Torry, Clairhorne, Ala.— d
Green, Giaruner, Me.—H T Backns, Detroit, Mich.—D R Lindsay. Washington, D. C.—M
Adler, Geargetown, ). C.—A E McCiure, Pulestine, Texes—E H Gull, Richmondl, Va.—J
Nutter, Portsmouth, N. H.—K Biggs, Norlolk, Va.—D R Dunham, Si. Augustine—pP
Wilhiamson, Puiladelphia—W Joseph, Augusta, Me.—J) B ‘Taylor, ‘I'aliah.isse, Fla.~J §
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Willinms. Syracuse, N. Y.—E W Jones, Chicago, 11.—T M Northam, Port Hudson, La.—
W P Lesle, Uluirhorne, Ala —C P Anderson, Philad —W W HBeardsiey, St. Albans, Vi—
J A Gamber, Greenfirld, Ms —J M togers, Concord Ten.

GRAND LODGE CONSTITUTIONS.

A few copies of the new edition of the ConsTiTUTIONS of the Grand
of Mussachusells, for sale at the Grand Secretary’s Office, 33 School street,
Price $1.50.
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FREEMASONRY IN PRUSSIA.

THE PRINCE OF PRUSSIA IN THE GRAND LODGE OF
ENGLAND.

“ On Wednesday night the usual Quarterly Communication of the United Grand
Lodge of the Free and Accepted Masons of England was held at the Masonic Hall,
under the presidency of the Most Worshipful the Earl of Zetland, Grand Master,
It being known that the Prince of Prussia had expressed his intention of being pres-
ent as a visitor, there was a larger than ordinary_attendance of the representatives
of the subordinate Lodges, properly clothed and jewelled, so that the appearance of
the Lodge was peculiarly impressive. The chamber known as the Temple was fit-
ted up in a most magnificent style, as a reception-room, with magnificent mirrors
and cabinet-work,; while the face of the organ was completely concealed by a taste-
fully arranged group of flags of various nations, those of England and Prussia being
the most conspicuous This was surmounted by the Prussian eagle. Tke reception
given to the Prince in Grand Lodge was most enthusiastic, and he, in acknowledg-
ing it, said that although this was the first occasion of his appearing in that hall
among the Freemasons of England, his heart had always been among them from
the first day he had the honor and happiness of being a Freemason. The Grand
Master, in the name of the Grand Lodge, presented him with a copy of the * Book
of Constitutions.’ He, when retiring, expressed the great pleasure he had derived
from his visit.”

We cut the above from a late London paper. The meeting of the
Grand Lodge took place on the 2d December last. The occasion was
doubtless one of much interest to our English Brethren, as it was in some
respects, one of importance to Freemasonry ; for the visit of the Prussian
Prince, and the marked fraternal reception given him by his Brethren of
the G. Lodge of England, can hardly fail to exert a favorable influcnce
on the Masonry of Europe, and especially to strengthen those intimate
relations of brotherhood which, for more than a century past, have exist-

18
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ed between, and been carefully cherished by, the Masons of England and
Prussia.

We noticed, in the pages of this Magazine, the initiation of the young
Prince, at the date of its occurrence ; but as the interesting circumstan-
ces attending it may have passed from the memory of many of our read-
ers, while to others they will doutbtless be entirely new, a brief reference
to the event may not, in this connection, be either inappropriate or wholly
unacceptable.

Itis proper to premise, that the patronymic of the young Prince, is
Frederick William, and that he is the son of the present heir to the crown
of Prussia. The ceremony of his initiation took place in the Grand Lodge
of Germany, at Berlin, on the 5th November, 1853,—a special meeting
having been called for the purpose, at the palace of the Prince’s father,
who is the Protector of the Order in P’russia. The M. W. Grand Master,
Dr. Busm, presided on the occasion. The Grand Lodge having been
opened, the Royal Protector informed the Brethren that his son, Frederick
William, had long since expressed to him his desire to become a member
of the Order, but as he was not at that time of the lawful age of twenty-
five years, he had deferred complying with his wishes until the present
time, not liking to extend the necessary dispensation too far. He had
therefore delayed bringing him forward until he had attained to the age of
twentytwo years. And he had to-day called the Grand Lodge together
for the purpose of admitting his son into the Order, and he hoped he
would be found worthy of it. ¢ His future,” he said, * if his life be
spared, will for a long time be a guaranty for his powerful protection of
the Order, if it continues to keep and preserve the true principles of Ma-
sonry.” He had, he continued, selected the Grand Lodge of Germany
for the reception of his son, because he had himself’ received his initiation
in the same body ; and concluded by requesting the M. W. Grand Master
Bush to perform the solemn ceremony. The Prince Frederick William
was then initiated and made a Master Mason, in due and ancient form.
After which his Royal Father addressed him substantially as follows :—

¢ It has been for some years your desire to be initiated in the Order of Freema-
sonry. Your wish is now complied with ; and it was performed in the same man-
ner, that I was made a Mason, and as I wished it performed on you. However, the
initiation is only general, and aphoristically explained. It will, nevertheless, con-
vince you, that the nature of the Order is a very serious, a holy, and sublime one.
There is only one way in the life of man which brings him to comprehend real
sublimity,—to the right understanding of this necessary way, the Order will lead
you, if it is, and continually rernains, your endeavor to take its holy lessons and
bring them to action and truth. There are plenty of loud voices from outside of the
Order, who take pains to obscure and suspect it ; but I think no one is able to decide
about the Order, who does not know anything more about it, and being myself con-
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vinced of the true nature of the Order, I shall never listen to such voices. May the
future give proof, that you also with a clear and unbiassed eye, will decide and
know to protect the Order. Men will abuse the Order, because its mysteries are
clothed with secrets, and they don’t take the pains to convince themselves that it is
necessary to be so; and just as it is the practice with those who are going to de-
stroy, and look only at the outside appearance of things, so it is in this case—the
opponents do not wish to look deeper into the principles of the Order, purposely
not to become better informed. Be and become a strong protector to the Order :
then, not only your own future will be safe, but also you will bear in yourself the
pleasant satisfaction, that you endeavored to trate around you truth and good-

ness.” ¥

Masonry existed in Germany at a very early period. The first Lodge,
however, of which we have any record, as having been instituted under a
warrant, as required by the regulation of 1717, was opened at Bruns-
wick, in 1738, by authority of the Grand Master of Scotland. It was.in
this Lodge, and in the first year of its existence, that Frederick the Great
was initiated ; and so favorably was he impressed with the principles and
objects of the Institution, that on ascending the throne in 1749, he request-
ed that a Grand Lodge for Prussia (called the Mother Grand Lodge)
should be established at Berlin, for the better government and regulation
of the Craft in the kingdom. This request was acceded to ; the Grand
Lodge of the ¢ Three Globes’ was organized, and immediately went into
active operation ; and, under his powerful patronage, soon succeeded in
establishing subordinate or private Lodges at all the principal cities of the
kingdom. And it is worthy of remark, in this connection, that from that
to the present time, every sovereign of Prussia has been a member of the
Order.

In 1767, a Lodge under English authority was established at Berlin.
It afterwards took the name of the Royal York, in honor of the Duke of
York, who was initiated in it while travelling on the continent. It was
subsequently erected into a Grand Lodge, and as such still exists, having
under its jurisdiction a fair proportion of the Lodges of the kingdom.

In 1770, a division arose in the Fraternity, growing out of an attempt
to introduce a new ritual and new laws, subversive of the ancient laws
and usages of the Order. The result was the establishment of a third
Grand Lodge in Berlin, known as the ¢ Grand Lodge of the Kingdom.”

These three Grand Lodges worked in different rites, and claimed to be
governed by different laws, and to exist independently of each other.
Hence it was, and is at the present time, claimed by our Brethren of the
continent of Europe, that the establishment of Lodges by a foreign pow-
er, within the jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge of a different rite, is no vio-

®*We have given this address in the words of the translator, and as we find it. The ren-
dering is far from being elegant, though it is doubtless exact.—EpiToz.
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lation of jurisdictional privileges. This practice has several times been
attempted in this country, but it has been promptly rejected by our Grand
Lodges.

To such an extent were these differences carried, and such was the
character of the innovations attempted to be engrafied upon the ancient
‘aws and customs of the Institution, that the more rational and conserva-
tive Brethren in Prussia became seriously alarmed for its safety. They
could see in the new movements—in the pretended reforms and changes—
the elements of inevitable destruction, and they immediately set them-
selves about devising means to avert the pending danger. T'o this end
the Grand Lodge at Berlin, over which the Prince of Hesse Darmstadt
presided as Grand Master, (the most conservative of the three), applied to
the Grand Lodge of England in 1773, and induced that body to enter
into a Compact for the better security of the Craft in Germany. As this
document has never, we believe, been published in this country, it may
not be unacceptable to our readers :—

COMPACT.

Know ye—That whereas the Supreme Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and
Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons, situate at London, of which the
most noble and right honorable Robert Edward Petre, lord Petre, baron of Writtle,
in the county of Essex, is at present Grand Master, has received authentic testimony
of the great merit of many respectable Brethren in the empire of Germany, who
some few years since (after making the necessary progress in the ancient science)
for the well governing and better carrying on the business of the Society in thase
parts, convened together the Master and Wardens of twelve Lodges, and established
in due form, according to the ancient regulations of the Order, a Lodge in the city
of Berlin, under the title of The Grand Lodge of Germany, which they have since
conducted agreeably to the principles of true Masonry. And whereas his serene
highness George Charles, prince of Hesse Darmstadt, the present Grand Master, and
others the Grand Officers of the said Grand Lodge at Berlin, have, through the fra-
ternal assistance of Brother Charles Hanbury, of Hamburgh, requested of the Grand
Lodge at London, a confirmation of their title as Grand Lodge of the empire of
Germany, under such restrictions and regulations as may be agreed upon by both
parties ; which request the Grand Lodge at London hath, of its very high respect
for his said serene highness the prince of Hesse Darmstadt, and other the Grand
Officers of the said Grand Lodge at Berlin, and in order, as far as may be, to pro-
mote the honor and universality of the Masonic Order, agreed to comply, under the
restrictions and upon the conditions hereinafler mentioned, viz :—

1st. The Supreme Grand Lodge at London doth hereby confirm the power and
authority already by them committed to his serene highness the prince of Bruns-
wick and Lunenburg, and the territories thereto belonging, within which district
the Grand Lodge at Berlin is not to have or exercise any Masonic authority.

2d. The Grand l.odge at London doth confirm and reserve in like manner the
power and authority committed to John Peter Gogel, Esq., as Provincial Grand
Master for Franconia, and the Upper and Lower Rhine, and doth give to the said
John Peter Gogel full power also to act under the authority of the Grand Lodge of
Berlin, should he at any time be desirous of so doing.
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3 . The Grand Lodge at London doth hereby abrogate, annul, and make void
all power and authority committed from hence to Godiried Jacob Jenish, medicinz
doctor, as Provincial Grand Master for Hamburgh and Lower Saxony ; and also all
power and authority committed to Count De Werthern, as Provincial Grand Master
for Upper Saxony ; and likewise all power and authority committed to Major Ag-
dello, as Provincial Grand Master for the Electorate of S8axony ; also all power
and authority committed to Baron Hammerstein, as Provincial Grand Master for
Westphalia ; and all power and authority at any time committed to any other person
as Provincial Grand Master within the empire of Germany (except as aforesaid.)

4th. That the Electorate of Hanover shall remain free, and each of the contract-
ing Grand Lodges shall exercise Masonic jurisdiction at pleasure within the said

Electorate.

5th. That in consideration of the premises, and seeing an injury may thereby
arise to the Fund of Charity of the Grand Lodge of England, the Grand Lodge of
Germany doth voluntarily promise to pay to the Grand l.odge of England such a

sum of money annually, as the circumstances and situation of the said Grand Lodge
of Germany may enable them conveniently to pay towards the General Fund of
Charity, or other M ic fund in London, and such annual payment is not to be
less than the sum of £25 sterling.

6th. The Grand Lodge at London doth therefore hereby acknowledge the Grand
Lodge at Berlin to be the Grand Lodge of the whole Empire of Germany, including
His Prussian Majesty's dominions ; and doth hereby promise and agree not to con-
stitute any new lLodges, or grant any other Masonic power, from the date hereof,
within 1the empire of Germany, except only within those districts reserved as afore-
said, during the authority of the present Provincial Grand Masters thereof, but
with said districts, at the expiration of the present patents, either by decease of the
present holders or otherwise, are then to come under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of Berlin.

7th. The Grand Lodge of Germany doth hereby agree to, and confirm in every
part, the several regulations before mentioned to be observed, performed, and kept
by each of the contracting Grand Lodges jointly and severally, agreeable to the
true meaning and intent thereof.

8th. The Grand Lodge of Germany doth also hereby promise and agree, in con-
sideration of the premises, not to constitute any new Lodges, or grant any other
Masonic power or authority from the date hereof, except within the empire of Ger-
many, and in strict conformity to this agreement.

Lastly. The said two contracting Grand Lodges do hereby mutually agree to
keep a regular amicable correspondence with each other, and to afford all possible
assistance, each to the members of the other Grand Lodge, to do and transact what-
ever may be found most likely to contribute to the true interest and hongr of the
Society, and particularly to use their endeavors to destroy all schemes in Masonry
and more especially that sect of Masons who call themselves the strict observance,
and whose principles are inconsistent with true Masonry.

Sealed with the Seal of the Grand Lodge.
London, the 30th Nov.— Berlin, the 20th Oct. A. M. 5173, 4. D. 1773.

Wi J.H Perre, G. M.
itness, FoRLTINE: Caa u.’u Dirrox, D. G. M.
(G.S.) . J. Cuorr, 8. G. W,
Jos. Fsrp. Girnio, J. G. W,

This compact meeting with the approbation of the king of Prussia, he
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immediately erected the Berlin Grand Lodge into a corporate body, and ,
soon after declared himself the Protector of all the Masons in Ger
many. The evil was not, however, entirely cured, though it was materi-
ally lessened. The last formed, and most censurable of the three Grand
Lodges, essentially modified or entirely discarded the most offensive of its
innovations. They all however continued to maintain their distinct or-
ganizations, and at the present time are in active existence.

The encouragement given to the Order by the goveroment of Prussia
has been of the greatest advantage to its prosperity in the smaller German
States. The number of Lodges at present existing in Germany, is
not probably much less than three hundred.

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Tue Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of this State, for the
exemplification of the ritual, the installation of the officers for the ensuing
year, and the celebration of the anniversary of St. John the Evangelist,
was held at the Masonic Temple, in this city, on Monday, the 28th
Decemter ultimo. The number of Brethren present during the day and
evening was larger than we have ever before known it to be on any
similar occasion,—the large hall of the T'emple being filled to its greatest
capacity.

The Grand L.odge was opened by the M. W. Grand Master at 9 o’clock ;
and the Grand Lecturers immediately entered upon their official duties,
in which they occupied the entire day. Of the manner in which the
lectures were delivered and work exemplified we have heard but one
opinion expressed, and that most complimentary to the skill and ability of
the lecturers. Perhaps on no former occasion have they succeeded in
giving higher satisfaction to the Breihren assembled, and on nonc have
they been honored with a more numerous and attentive presence.

The installation ceremonies took place in the evening. The hall, as
during the day, was crowded with members and visitors, notwithstanding
most of the Brethren from the interior towns had left the city in the
afternoon trains. The Grand Master was installed by his immediate pre-
decessor, Dr. Lewis—the Deputy G. Master, the Wardens, Treasurer,
Secretary, and District Deputy Grand Masters, by the Grand Master, and
the remaincer of the officers by the Deputy Grand Master. Afier which
the Grand Master delivered an able and highly interesting and valuable
address, the principal parts of which—(indeed all, with the exception of
a few points of wholly local interest)—we give below. It was listened
to with attention by the large number of Brethren present, and will be
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read with profit by all who feel an interest in the condition and prosperity
"of the Order in the State. It will be seen that there have been about
eleven hundred initiates during the past year—a greater number than were
ever before admitted to the Order in this Commonwealth in any one yecar
since the introduction of Freemasonry into this country. Five Charters
and an equal number of Dispensations have been granted during the
year, and four new halls dedicated. But perhaps the most striking and
interesling, because unprecedented, point in the address, is the fuct stated
by the Grand Master, that during the year he has visited every Lodge in
the Commonwealth (88 in number,) personally examined into their condi-
tion, and addresfed at least 2,500 Brethren, assembled in their respective
Lodge-rooms ; and for this purpose has travelled more than two thousand
miles ! It is doubtful if such a labor was ever before performed by any
Grand Master in this or any other country, in the same space of time, if
atall; and the value of the service thus voluntarily rendered, (without ex-
pense to the Lodges or the parent Body,) cannot be too highly appreciated,
nor caa its good effects be over estimated. In performing it the Grand
Master is entitled to, and he will receive, the warmest thanks of the
Lodges and Brethren in this Jurisdiction. The Address follows :—

BreTHREN oF THE GRrAND LoDGE:—

At our Quarterly Communication in September last, I aunounced the decease
of R. W. Brother Elias Haskell—one of the oldest and most respected of our
number. An adjournment having taken place for the purpose, we had the
mouruful eatisfaction to unite with his family and others in attending the funeral
services performed over his remains at his late residence in this city. Brother
Haskell attained to the great age of nearly ninety years; and, until a short time
before his death, possessed his mental and physical faculties in a remarkable
degree. He manifested a great attachment to Freemasonry ; and for a long
period rendered active and useful services in several Masonic societies. In the
establishment of the Boston Masonic Board of Relief, in 1819, he took a
prominent part. In December, 1833, he was elected Senior Grand Warden of
this boly, and served in that capacity three successive terms. Throughout the
tempestuous season of anti-masonry, he never swerved from his fidelity to our
institution ; and his name is borne upon the able and dignified memorial of this
Grand Lodge, by which it surrendered, in 1833, its corporate powers to the
General Court of Massachusetts.

Dedication of Halls, Charters issued and Lodges constituted.

During the past year four Masonic halls have been dedicated, five Charters
for Lodges issued and six Lodges constituted and consecrated, namely,

January 21. Dedication of the hall of Morning Star Lodge, Worcester,
assisted by Brothers John H. Sheppard, J. G. W. ; Charles W. Moore, R. G. 8. ;
Wm. S, Gardner, G. M. ; Peter C. Jones, G. S. B.; William W. Wheildon, G. 8. ;
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Jesse P, Pattee, G. P.; Benjamin F. Nourse, G. L.; and Eben F. Gay, G. T.
The officers of the Lodge were installed by the G. M.

February 2. Blackstone River Lodge, Blackstone, constituted and consecrated,
and its officers installed. Present, Brothers Bradford L. Wales, S. G. W.;
J. H. Sheppard, J. G. W. ; C. W. Moore, R. G. S.; Peter Wainwright, acting G.
Tr.; P. C. Jones, G. S, B.; W. W. Wheildon and W. D. Coolidge, G. Stewards;
and E F. Gay, G. T. Brother Levi Rawson, D. D. G. M. of the 4th District,
was also present.

March 11, Issued the Charter for Paul Revere Lodge, North Bridgewater.
This Lodge was constituted and consecrated on the 6th of April, with the
assistance of the principal grand officers.

March 11. Executed the Charter of Revere Lodge, Bostpn, and constituted
and consecrated it on the 27th March; the Grand Wardens and other grand
officers assisting.

September 9. Charter issued to Wyoming Lodge, Melrose, and to Joseph
Warren Lodge, Boston. ’

October 12. Wyoming Lodge constituted and consecrated, its officers installed,
and its hall dedicated—all in ample form. The following grand officers were
present—Brothers Sheppard, Tolman, Moore, Gaylord, Wheildon, Pattee, Gregory
and Gay.

October 15. Joseph Warren Lodge constituted and consecrated, and its
officers installed. Those present, assisting, were Brothers Wales, Sheppard,
Tolman, Moore, Warren, Wells, Gardner, Low, Wheildon, Pattee and Gay.
R. W, Brother Wm. D. Coolidge, D. G. M. of 1st District, was also present.

November 9. Dedication of the new hall of Jordan Lodge, South Danvers,
and installation of its cfficers—present with the Grand Master, Brothers Sheppard,
Moore, Pickman, Low, Wheildon and Jones. R. W. Brother Seavey, D. G. M.
of the 2d District, was also present.

December 9. Charter issued to Pequossette Lodge, Watertown.

December 23. Constituted and consecrated Pequossette Lodge, installed its
officers, and dedicated its hall. Brothers Sheppard, Moore, Tolman, Coolidge,
Wells, Wainwright, Jones, Wheildon and Pattee, assisted in the ceremonies.

Dispensations to form Lodges granted.

Five Dispensations to form Lodges have been granted. This power has been
exercised only after thorough inquiry whether the qualifications of the petiticners
entitled them to the important trust of founding a Masonic Lodge. If they were
members of Lodges, reasonable evidence has been required to show whether
they were in good standing as such; if not members, whether they had been
honorably discharged from the Lodge with which they had been connected, and
were otherwise reputable ; and if they had not had affiliation, as membere, with
any Lodge, whether their character merited the privilege petitioned for. Their
standing in general society has not been disregarded, it having been deemed
necessary, in order to insure the success of a new Lodge, that its members
should have the respect of their neighbors. Attention has also been given to the
locality where the petitioners resided, that it might be determined whether the
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extent of population promised the means of supporting a healthy and influential
Lodge. The Brethren to whom 1 have confided Dispensations are believed to
be skilful workmen, and good men and true. The Lodges thus formed are,

May 8. Eureka Lodge, New Bedford. Petitioners, Timothy Ingraham, W.
M.; Henry F. Thomas, S. W. ; [saac M. Richardson, J. W.; Stephen A. Tripp,
Moses G. Thomas, Robert C. Topham, James C. Tripp, Benjamin Russell, Moses
H. Bliss, and George H. Taber. Recommended by Star-in-the-East Lodge.

August 271. Mount Vernon Lodge, Malden. Petitioners, Benjamin G. Hill,
W. M.; Henry Crehore, S. W.; Charles Hill, J. W.; Charles Lewis, Thomas
Tufts, James Bartlett, Edward D. Bell, Solomon Cruse, William C. Brooks,
Francis Morandi, Tappen Sargent, and George G. Hill.

October 21. John Abbot Lodge, Somerville. Petitioners, F. L. Raymond,
W. M.; Joel F. Thayer, S. W.; James A. Bugbee, T. J. Leland, James M.
Shute, George O. Brastow, Iraac Story, R. E. Demmon, Benjamin Woodard,
Charles E. Gilman, John K. Hall, Thomas H. Lord, W. H. Sanders, Enoch
Robinson, and Isaac F. Sheppard. Recommended by King Solomon and Putnam
Lodges.

November 4. Berkshire Lodge, Adams, South Village, Petitioners, Daniel
Upton, W. M. ; F. O. Sayles, 8. W.; H. M. Holmes, J. W.; Arnold Brayton,
Edwin F. Jenks, Isaac Dean and Aulhony Barton. Recommended by Lafayette
Lodge of Adams, North Village.

Dmmber 15. ¢ Hiram Lodge, of Copiapo,” Copiapo, Chili, S. America, on the
petition of Joseph Y. Brower, A. C. Brower, Edmund Kendall, William Reay,
Jr, Marc Henry Gaillard, Henry M. Caldwell, and George R. Stevenson.
Recommended by Bethesda Lodge, Valparaiso, 23d Sept., 1857, and by R, W.
Charles T. Ward, Jr., Special Deputy, residing at Valparaiso.

The Dispensation granted to form Star-of-the-South Lodge, Concepcion, South
America, has been returned, some of the petitioners preferring to connect them-
selves with existing Lodges, rather than to establish a new one.

Initiations and Memberships.

By the returns recently received by the Grand Treasurer, it appears that the
chartered Lodges initiated, from September 1, 1856, to September 1, 1857, 995
persons, and five Lodges under Dispensation initiated 97,—making a total of
initiations of 1,092. The labors of Lodges under Dispensation from which no re-
turns have been received, and from which no returns are required until after they
bave severally worked one year, would increase this number of initiates to a
small extent. A table has been prepared presenting ina concise and convenient
form the amonnt of work performed during the year by each Lodge, and the
number of members of each Lodge on the first of September, 1857. The whole
number of Brethren in affiliation with the Lodges in this Jurisdiction on that
date, was 5,320. Itis intended to embrace this table in the printed abetract of
our proceedings of the past year. I regret to add, that several Lodges have not
punctually observed their duty in making their returns, causing the grand
officers, who require the information they contain for official purposes, much
inconvenience.

14
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District Deputy Grand Masters.

At the commencement of the last year an additianal Masonic District was
formed, making the number of Districts eleven. Owing to the increase of
Lodges in Boston and its immediate vicinity, still another Distriot has become
necessary, and our Jurisdiction, within the limits of Massachusetts, is now
divided into twelve Districts. The two Special Deputies, one for Nantucket,
and the other for Provincetown, will not be re-appointed, they being deemed no
longer necessary. The reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters to the
Grand Master, afford much satisfactory and useful information in relation to their
respective Districts, and if printed with our proceedings will have a beaeficial
influence. These officers merit the highest commendation for the fidelity and
ability with which they have dischaiged the duties entrusted to them. It is now
fiftyfour years since the District sysiem was established, and at no time hasits
advantages been more apparent than at presenl. The servioes of a Special
Deputy will still be required at Valparaiso, South America, and the Brother who
has so satisfactorily filled the office for several years, will be continued in it.

Voters in Grand Lodge.

Our Grand Lodge consists, at this moment, of three hundred and thirtythree
voters. This number is derived as follows, namely—

Permanent Members, thirtyfive, two of whom are now elected officers, 33

Elected officers, 5
Appointed officers of Grand Lodge, 16
District Deputy Grand Masters, 12
Masters and Wardens of chartered Lodges in Massachusetts, (88) 264

Masters and Wardens of Bethesda Lodge, Valparaiso, South America, 3

Whole number of voters, 333

The attendance at our Communications, though improving in number, is not
so large as the important duties that devolve upon us demand. At the Quarterly
Communication for this month, there were present at the hour of election of
officers, only one hundred and three voters, or less than one-third of the whole
number. Is it not a dereliction of duty for a Lodge to fail to participate in our
transactions? In a great measure, the welfare of the Order in this Common-
wealth depeads upon your action ; through your regulations and choice of grand
officers are to be ascribed the state of discipline and degree of happiness ex-
isting in the institutions under your control. But your labors are not limited
to affairs internal to our Juriediction ; they extend in their effects far beyond our
borders, and affect more or less the great brotherhood. Regulations relating to
inter-commaunication between this and other Jurisdictions for the preservation of
the rights of all, and securing .free and cerdial intercourse among the Brethren
generally, are established by Grand Lodges as among the foremost of their
Masonio obligations. Hence, how necessary is it that every Lodge should be here
represented !
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Visits of Grand Master.

Since I assumed the duties of this office, twelve months ago, I have visited all
of the eightyeight chartered Lodges sitvate within the bounds of this State, and,
also, one (Eureka,) of the four now existing therein by my authority as your
Grand Master. The other three of this latter class have been established so
recently, that my visits to them can be advantageously deferred to a later time,
The opportunity thus afforded to me of knowing the condition and wants of the
Lodges, will not, it is hoped, be without benefit in the administration of affairs.
By it, I have been enabled to make the personal acquaintance of some of the
officers and members of every Lodge; to notice every Lodge-room and its
decorations ; the mode of work to some extent; and to become acquainted with
the views and spirit by which our Brethren are actuated. The knowledge of the
location of each Lodge in respect to the population surrounding it, and conse-
quently of the field it possesses from which it may gather new members, will
not be withont advantage in determining whether any ill-success that may attend
it, is attributable to internal or external causes. These visits have enabled me
personally to address some members of every Lodge on subjects of local interest
and of concern to the universal brotherhood. Tn the pursuance of this under
taking I have travelled twentyone hundred and four miles—by railroad fifteen
hundred and twentytwo miles, by horse conveyance five hundred and five miles,
and by steamboats seventyseven miles ;—and have addressed in the aggregate
about twentyfive hundred members of our Order. Memoranda of these visits
are deposited in the office of the Recording Grand Secretary. By all the Lodges I
have been received with the respect due to my office, while to many of them,
as well as to many Brethren, individually, am I personally indebted for kind
attentions and generous hospitality.

Proficiency of Candidates.

The nominal, or “suitable proficiency™ as it is called, demanded of candidates
in the several stages of their advancement is not what is necessary in justice to
them and for the interests and reputation of our Order in this Commonwealth,
Every Lodge capable to instruct thoroughly, shonld require real proficiency of
every candidate, step by step, as a condition of his advancement. The enforce-
ment of such a rule would do much to elevate, strengthen and harmonize our
society.

Qualifications of Oandidates and objects of Freemasonry.

As the welfare and permanency of our institation depend upon the good
character of its members, I cannot refrain from the expression of a fear that
sufficient discrimination is not always exercised in respect to candidates. It has
not escaped my observation that there is too great laxity by the committees of
inquiry in their investigations, and that the duties teposed in them is often looked
upon by them rather as a matter of form than as the most responsible which we
are called upon to perform ; and therefore it sometimes occurs, in contravention
of our rules, that a candidate is * balloted for, into whose moral character a strict
inquiry has not been made.” The utmost vigilance should be exerted in the
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inquiry ; which should extend, not alone over a few months or years of hie life,
but from his youth up. And that should not be deemed a suflicient investigation
which elicits nothing unfavorable to his reputation merely ; it should not cease
until the most satisfactory evidences are obtained that he is affirmatively and
positively a moral man. Bat the moral qualification of an applicant for the
privileges of Freemasonry is not the only one which he must possess; for, as it
is one of our objects *to cultivate the social virtues,” it is necessary that he
should be companionable, and readily disposed to mix in friendly and fraternal
intercourse with our members. One of the Constitutions of our Order declares
that no person shall be admitted a member of it unless he be of * good report;
of sufficient natural endowments, and the senses of a man; with an estate,
office, trade, occupation, or some visible way of acquiring an honest livelihood,
and of working in his Craft, as becomes the members of this most ancient and
honorable Fraternity, who ought, not only to earn what is sufficient for themselves
and families, but likewise something 1o spare for works of charity, and supporting
the true dignity of the royal Craft.”” And again the same authority asserts that
“No Brother shall prop e, for admission into this ancient and honorable
society, any person, through friendship or partiality, who does not poesess the
moral and social virtues, a sound head and a good heart; and who has notan
entire exemption from all those ill qualities and vices which would bring dishonor
on the Craft.”

To strike out the social and fraternal characteristics of our institation, and to
limit its action to the relief of physical want, would render it unworthy of
preservation ; for as an instrument of collecting and dispensing poor-funds it is too
costly and elaborate. Indeed, I may with justice remark that, judging by returns
which I have received recently from the Lodges in our Jurisdiction, the amount
paid out from their treasuiies in 1856 for relief, was not probably one-fourth of
that expended for other purposes. That learned and zealous Freemason, Dr.
Oliver, thus negatives the opinion which some persons entertain that we are a
charitable society, in the popular acceptation of that term: * The tendency of
Freemasonry is sometimes mistaken, not only by the uninitiated, but also by
many of those who have been superficially instructed in its mysteries. One
considers it to be an institution formed for the purposes of benevolence, that,
through its medium, the sick may be visited, the destitute relieved, the widow
comforted, and the aged placed in a situation where want can never more afflict
them : But this design, how amiable and praiseworthy soever it may be, is only
one of the purposes of Freemasonry; and if, as this cluss of Brethren suppose,
it were confined to these charitable ends, it would rank merely on a level with a
ocommon Friendly Society, or Sick Club.”

We are called a ¢ universal brotherhood ;” and it may be questioned whether
through a misunderstanding of the term we have not impaired our prosperity and
influence. Has not the idea which the term suggests led us to open our portals
too readily and widely? Men of “ every country, sect and opinion,” we would
accept as Brethren : but surely not all men of every country, sect and opinion ;
for if so, we should remove our barriers and obliterate the forms and ceremonies
which distinguish us as a brotherhood. The word universal is applied to our
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sciety as embracing men * of all nations, tongues, kindreds and languages,” who
possess the Masonic standard of character. To render it more universal, would
deprive it of its usefulness and eventually cause its destruction. But if we
admit to our membership none but good men and true, men of honor and
honesty, and practice faithfully according to our principles, our Order will not
only advance the happiness of its members, but will confer blessings upon
society generally.

Dispensations for Degrees.

The power of Dispensation, by which the terms of probation that our regulations
require of candidates, may be intermitted, should be most rarely exercised. To
dispense with the time that should be devoted to the investigation of character,
is, of course, a more serious and responsible act than that of dispensing with the
intervals of time required, subsequently, in the course of advancement, from one
step to another, in the knowledge of our art. There can seldom occur a case
entitled to so great a privilege as that first referred to, and it should never be
allowed, except when it promises some signal advantage to the fraternity. During
the past year, the granting of Diepensations of the kind under consideration, has
been discouraged, and I am pleased to state with much success. Our Constitu-
tions declare that the District Deputy Grand Masters ¢ shall have power to grant
Dispensations for initiation,”’ which declaration, if it be intended to enable them
to exercise it independently of the Grand Master, is an infringement of his
ancient prerogative. By the general regulations of the Grand Lodge of England,
in 1720, this power rests with the * Grand Master or his Deputy;”’ but in all
things, excepting during the absence of the Grand Master, the Deputy could act
only as the former should require or depute him to act. The Deputy was the
assistant of the Grand Master, and entirely under his direction, and if he
discharged any duty, or exercised any of the authority of the Grand Master, it was
by his direction. It seems to me that it would be more in accordance with the
ancient rights of the chief officer of our Order, if the provision now cited from
our Constituticns, should be so amended as to leave it optional with him to
depute the privilege of granting Dispensations, or not, as he should deem
proper.

Visitors.

I have availed myself of the opportanity which my visits to our Lodges
afforded, to bring to their notice the regulation of this Grand Lodge in relation
to visitors from the Jurisdiction of New York, adopted December 14, 1853, by
which such visitors shall, previously to their examination, furnish to the examining
Committee of the Lodge they desire to visit, a Diploma, or Certificate, under the
seal of the Grand Lodge and the signature of its Grand Secretary, that they
were regularly made Masons, and that they are now in good standing as such.
This requirement does not appear to have been known to much extent, and there
is reason to believe that much visiting has taken place in violation of its provisions.
Butif it should be enforced, it could not of itself entirely effect the purpose for
which it was designed ; for a person from New York without a certificate, has
only to feign to belong to another Jurisdiction, to gain admission by examination.
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No gocd and true man would practice such duplicity ; but men of an opposite
character might do so, and hence means should be applied to prevent it. Leta
cerlificate like that referred to, be demanded of all visitors who cannot be
vouched for either as being regular Masons, or, if not known as such, as being
citizens of another Jurisdiction. In the latter case the usual examination might
suffice. But in view of the large number of improper persons from all jurisdic-
tions, expelled Masons and others, who possess the qualifications to pass through
the usual examination successfully, it may seriously be considered whether the
interests of our institution do not render necessary a regulation like that you have
adopted in reference to visitors from New York, which shall be applicable to all
visitors. Some Brethren erroneously hold to the opinion that such a requirement
would be a violation of the Masonic privileges, The Grand Lodge of England,
in 1663, established the regulation that ¢ No person, who shall be accepted a
Freemason, shall be admitted into any Lodge, until he has brought a certificate
of the time and place of his acceptation, from the Master of the limit where he
was made, and the Lodge kept.” The Master of every Lodge promises at the
time of his installation, in the language of the ancient charge, “that no visitors
shall be received into his Lodge without due examination and producing vouchers
of their having been initiated in a regular Lodge.” Modern aunthorities are
equally explicit on this point. Morris, in his Code of Masonic Law, says that
“It is more appropriate to the genius of Masonry that eleven worthy Masons
should be rejected at the doore of a Lodge, than that one unworthy visitor should
be admitted. But the social and hospitable feeling of the Masonic Brotherhood
incline them too often to reverse the figures.” In a lecture delivered at Dublin,
January 5, 1857, by the Deputy Grand Master of Ireland, John Fitzhenry
Townsend, L. L. D., is this cogent and appropriate passage : * As it is not only
the Master’s privilege but also his duty to rule the Lodge, none are permitted to
enter it as visitors but by his permission, since he is responsible for the conduct
of the assembly. At the very last Communication of the United Grand Lodge
of England, this subject was discussed, and the resolution unanimously passed,
was—That it is the opinion of this Grand Lodge, that it is in the power of the
W. Master and Wardens of any private Lodge, to refuse admission to any visitor
of known bad character. But, irrespectively of character, whoever claims to be
present at a Masonic meeting must, if a Mason, be perfectly well aware that he
is bound to satisfy the Master and Brethren as to his qualifications. The Master
has a right to demand all the evidences of a visitor’s right to admission—the
production of his certificate—the proof of his being what he asserts himself to
be, and any other test that he can devise. I can speak confidently on this head,
as the decision of our own Grand Lodge has recently setiled the question, that
the admission of a visitor is not a matter of right. It is, of course, disagreeable
to reject any one professing to be a Brother ; but it is better that many true
Masons should go away disappointed from our doors, than that one unauthorized
person should gain admittance there.”

It is for you to determine whether farther regulations are needed on this sub-
ject, or whether the powers of the Grand Master are already adequate to prevent

the entrance of improper persons into our assemblies.
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Printing Records of Grand Lodge.

On the expediency of printing our Records, to which I invited your attention
in December last, the committee to whom my address was referred have reposted
adversely. They object to the measure—first, because the advantages would be
dispropoitioued to the cost ; secondly, because the records are not intended for
public inspection, would not interest the general reader, and, being in the hands
of our enemies, might be used to our hurt; thirdly, that  our treasury is not in
a condition to respond to so large a draft as would be required to complete a work
of this magnitude ;”’ and, fourthly, that * our funds are sacredly dedicated to the
poor and indigent, and cannot rightfully be applied to any purpose which has not
this object distinctly in view.” The objections of the committee have received
my respeotful consideration, but have failed to convince me that the printing of
our records is improper or inexpedient. As I still view the work proposed as
one calculated to benefit our Order, I beg to notice the reasons contained in the
report of the committee unfavorable thereto.

It is said that the advantages would be disproportioned to the cost : what would
be the advantages? The diffusion among the Fraternity of the knowledge of
the origin and early career of Freemasonry in Amerioa; of much of its history
here for a century and a quarter ; and of the evidences of steady persistence in
maintaining and carrying out, in adversity and proeperity, our benevolent princi-
ples, by noble men whose deeds and names ought not to be forgotten, arc among
some of the benefits which will be secured by the publication suggested. Free-
masonry in Massachusetts has a brilliant and instructive history; and the
examples it affords ought to be carried into every Lodge in our Commonwealth.
Not 2 mere transcript of the records is what I would recommend, for much that
is in them would be useless. The records alone would not give all the material,
but there should be intervoven into them valuable documents which are upon our
files, something of cotemporaneous history and of biographical interest. The
biographies of Price, Warren and Cutler, which are a part of the appendix to
our new edition of the Constitutions, and for which we are indebted to the labors
of our learned Brother, Charles W. Moore, show what may be produced from
our records and other materials now accessible to us, by skilful hands. But the
foundation of these valuable personal histories was obtained from the records;
and had these not been preserved, nearly all that we now know of the Masonic
relations of these Grand Masters, could not have been written. Let the cumbrous
manuscript volumes which contain the proceedings of this Grand Lodge be now
destroyed, a full, authentic and faithful account of our institution in Massachu-
setts and in America, can never be given. This consideration, alone, would
point to the measure of printing, as recommended, as an advantage which no
intelligent Mason would disregard. Did the abetract of our proceedings, now
published annually and embracing nearly all that would interest the Masonic
reader, go back to 1733, the present question of printing would not probably
exist. Baut unfortunately, until within a few years, it has not given our transac-
tions that fulness which a proper knowledge of them required. In the edition of
our Constitutions published in 1798, is a meagre historical record of the Saint
Jobn’s Grand Lodge, Massachusetts Grand Lodge, and of the United Grand



112 GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Lodge, which reflects so litile of what we feel assured must have been the
character and influence of our society during the important period to which it
relates, that I way, without injustice, pronounce it as unworthy to be called its
history. From 1798 to 1830, there is, in printed form, scarcely a trace of the
doings of our Brethren to be found. Subsequently, we begin to see detached
accounts of Lodges and of this body in Brother Moore’s Magazine ; but we look
in vain for any connected and regular recital of their proceedings. Now, the
printing of our records will supply many of these deficiencies, and give us, in a
convenient form, the means of obtaining a better knowledge than we now have
of the acts of our predecessors. Advantages so great, would justify much cost
to secare them. The committee do not, however, estimate the cost; nor do I
deem it important that they did not. From about ninety Lodges, and over five
thousand Masons in this jurisdiction, a subscription list would be formed adequate
to sustain the work without help from the treasury of the Grand Lodge. Asa
private undertaking, it would, most probably, be amply remunerative, especially
as then efforts would be made to increase the subscriptionsbeyond our jurisdic-
tion.

It is objected that ¢ the records are not intended for public inspection, would
not interest the general reader, and, being in the hands of our enemies, might
be used to our hurt” In the enunciation of these sentiments, the committee
appear to have been controlled by fears similar to those which actuated our
English Brethren to destroy valuable records lest they might be seen by the
uninitiated. In 1718 it was proposed to compile for publication the history,
charges, regulations, &c., of England, and the Grand Master *desired any
Brethren to bringz to the Grand Lodge any old writings and records concerning
Masons and Masonry, in order to show the usages of ancient times;” and it is
related that in 1719, * at some private Lodges, several very valuable manuscripts
(for they had nothing yet in print) conceming the Fraternity, their Lodges,
Regulations, Charges, Secrets and Usages, (particularly one wtit by Mr. Nicholas
Stone, the Warden of Inigo Jones,) were too hastily burnt by some scrupulous
Brothers, that those papers might not fall into strange hands.” It is lamen-
table that our trans-Atlantic Brethren had so litle confidence in the discern-
ment and prudence of their Grand Lodge; for had it been otherwise, much
of the history of our Order would have been preserved that is now irrevo-
cably lost. Let us profit by this untoward example, and not neglect that which
our successors could rightly claim of usas our duty. I propose not to invade the
arcana of Freemasonry, nor to place ourselves in the slightest degree in the
power of our enemies, if we have any ; on the contrary, I advocate the doing of
that which will, while we preserve our mysteries intact, cement together and
sirengthen the Fraternity and render us impregnable against the assaults of our
adversaries. [ recommended that ‘“the work should be given to a competent
and discreet editor ;”” and if entrusted to such a person—a Brother selected by
authority of this Grand Lodge—there can be no doubt that our interests and
safety will be scrupulously regarded and protected.

Again the committee object that the means in our treasury will not warrant so
great an outlay as the work proposed would require. There having been no
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estimate made as to the expenditure requisile, it is difficult to determine this
point, even if the whole of it were to be defrayed from our funds and no part
of itto be contributed by subscribers. But I will venture to predict that the
receipt of the treasury for the present year, beyond the amount of our current
expenses, will more than equal the entire cost of publication ; and should doubts
be entertained as 1o the suitableness of an appropriation tor such a purpose, I
would ask whether it would not be as productive of good to the institution as
rich regalia and costly pageants? I do not disparage the application of our
money for decoration and reasonable Masonic display ; but wish to direct atten-
tion to a comparison of the advantages to be derived from them, with those to be
realized from an authentic exposition of the labors of the Crafvduring a most in-
teresting period of its existence.

The last objection of the committee is that which declares that our funds are
sacredly dedicated to the poor and indigent. To this proposition I beg to dissent
most emphatically. Having already expressed my views as to the nature and
objects of our institution, I will only observe here, that though it is benevolent in
its intentions, and seeks to ensure morality among its members, its high object
or distinguishing characteristic is to cultivate the social virtues and bring man-
kind together in the bonds of brotherhood. Every thing that will terd to in-
crease its social condition should be made subservient to that end. If, therefore,
the opening of the pages of our past, and presenting the virtues thereon record-
ed, as examples 10 our Brethren of to-day and their successors, will contribute to
that cementation which will unite them “into one sacred band, or society of
friends and Brothers,”” any means that we can command to effect an object so
desirable, will not be misapplied.

* Visit to the Grave of the first Grand Master.

By invitation of Aurora Lodge, Fitchburg, I installed its officers, assisted by
the Grand Wardens and other Grand Officers, on the 28th of September last. Oa
the following day, through the kindness of the Lodge, the Grand Wardens, R.
Grand Secretary and myself were conveyed to Townsend, eight miles distant,
where is the burial place of our first Grand Master, Henry Price. The last
survivor of his family, Mr. William Wallace, kindly received us, and directed
us to the grave of his ancestor. 1tis in the old grave-yard of the town, and
indicated by a large slate tablet, placed at its head, bearing the epitaph which is
familiar to you. The tablet wears the destructive marks of time, and cannot
remain entire many years Jonger. I would recommend that this Grand Lodge
obtain the charge and control of this sacred spot, and that it erect thereon, at no
remote day, a monument commemorative of the relations which existed between
the deceased and our ancient fraternity.

Correspondence.

I lay before you a correspondence that recently passed between the Grand
Master of England and myself. His letter will be read with pleasure, as it
shows that our eminent Brother has lost none of that regard for our Order, which
he has manifested by his labors to promote its honor and usefuluess during so
many years.

15
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A printed Communication received from the Grand Lodge of Maine, in re-
lation to the formation of a General Grand Lodge for the United States, 1 have
caused to be placed on file in the office of the Recording G. Secretary. This
subject has so recently received your attention and been =o wisely disposed of,
that you will probably deem any further action in relation to it unnecessary at
this time,

A short time ago, I received a letter from a highly respectable source—from a
Brother in Buenos Ayres—giving an historical account of Freemasonry in that
country and of its present condition there. This paper is also on file in the
Secretary’s office.

The year now terminated has been one of so much activity in our jurisdiction
that I have often had need of the counsel and assistance of my associates in
office, which they have at all times rendered with alacrity. To none have I been
more largely indebted for support than to the Grand Wardens, for which I tender
to them my sincerest thauks. The punctuality and fidelity with which they
have performed their duties afford an example to the younger members of our
institation worthy of imitation. As permanent members in this body, which
they now are, we may hope that we shall long enjoy the benefit of their wisdom
and experience,

I now declare this Grand Lodge duly organized for another year: during that

period may * neither envy, discord, nor confusion, interrupt or disturb the peace
and good fellowship” which should prevail within our borders.

ST. ANDREW'SLODGE.—PRESENTATION.

ON Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th, St. Andrew’s Lodge of this city, through
its Committee, composed of the Past Masters of the Lodge, presented to
W. Brother Sanver P. OLiver, a fine gold chronometer watch and chain,
of the best make and finish, as a token of the respect in which he is held
by his Brethren, and of their high appreciation of his acceptable serviccs
as Master of the Lodge for the past five consecutive years. The pre-
sentation was made by Brother Moore, as the senior Past Master present,
and the response was a warm and cordial acknowledgment of the com-
pliment bestowed. Brother Oliver has been an active officer of the
Lodge almost from the day of his admission as a member, and we be-
lieve that every Brother present felt that he had fairly and honorably
“ won his laurels.” As a working officer he has but few if any superi-
ors in the Commonwealth. In behalf of the Commitiee we give him a
cordial welcome among the Past Masters of the good old Lodge he has so
faithfully served,and tender him our best wishes for his future health and
happiness.
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TOUCHES ON THE TRESTLE-BOARD—NO. 1.
THE NUMERAL SEVEN.

In selecting a title for a series of Masonic Essays for this Magazine,
I have been as much in a quandary as a parent who has been searching
gene.logies and catalogues to find a name for his first born, and, perhaps, at last
fixes op some heioic vocable for the little one. To avoid ostentation I have
concluded to adopt the simple heading of this article, as I shall draw liberally
from ‘the great book of nature and revelation, which is our spiritual, moral and
Masonic TresTLE-Boarp.”

There is scarcely a sulject of art or science which is not directly or indirectly
connected with improvement in Masonry. I ghall therefore write as I feel, De
omnibus rebus et quibusdam aliis, about all things and some others, and draw my
designs at will on the spur of the occasion, endeavoring to present such various
topics as may amuse, if not instruct the reader. Mind moves mind; and the
lucubrations of a life for the most part spent in study and solitude, accompanied
with the fruits of experience as a craftsman, may be suggestive, if not in
teresling.

We cannot enter the MippLE CHameER of the Temple, without being reminded
of the SEveN LiBsraL ARTs aND Scizxces, so dear to every well-informed
Mason. But, have our Brethren ever reflected on that mystic, and I might say,
divine number seven, which has so much force and virtue, not only in the
inspired W'ritings, but on our two greatest and leading senses, sight and hearing ?
It binds together the primitive colors of the rainbow, and the elementary notes
of Music. The use of this singular numeral occurs so often in the works of
nature and in the book of revelation, that the choice of it conld not have been
the mere result of chance or accident. We are told in Holy Writ, that ¢ Wisdom
hath builded her house ; she hath hewn out her seven pillars.” There must,
therefore, have been design in the numerical choice. When applied to some of
the great lawe of nature, it bears the impress of infinite knowledge and a divine
providence. I have thought upon it deeply at home and abroad—in my summer
walks under the sylvan arcade on our beautiful common—at the lonely hour by
the winter firesidle—and on my pillow in the watches of the night, when
meditating on the world to come. The bearing of seven or its multiples
by three, five or more, as a critical period in the duration of human life, has
often been observed by physiolopists, especially the grand climacteric sixtythree ;
and Scripture teaches us that three score and ten, or ten times seven years, is
the allotted term of ordinary existence,

This numeral not only seems a favorite in the Courts of Heaven, but it appears
prominent in the works and ways, of that Almighty, invisible and adorable
Being, who created the Heavens and the earth and all the host of them in six
days and rested on the seventh. Indeed, the first great work, in creation, which
emanated from the Divine Mind, was the formation of light. The annunciation
of this event was never equalled in beauty and sublimity by human utterance.
% And God said, let there be light: and there was light.” Yet the nature and
elements of this best and richest of all the gifts of Heaven, were a dead secret
for long centuries ; until the great interpreter of the works of Gob, Sir Isaac
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Newton appeared, and by the Prism analyzed and revealed the seven original
colors, of which three, red, yellow and blue, are primary. Since his day the
microscope has added fresh discoveries, and the Polarization of light within a
few years has attracted much attention.

To the permutation and combination of these seven colors, in an infinite variety
of hues and shades, we owe the charm of the enchanting landscape and all the
pictorial beauties of vision. A little child cannot look upon the green earth—
the blue sky—the orange cloud of the morning—the ycllow beams of the setting
sun on the distant hilltop or village spire—the red petal of the rose in the
garden—ihe violet flower blossoming in the parterre—nor on the indigo wave of
ocean, without emotions swelling its young heart with a rapture which no poet
could ever describe. A similay delight on beholding the same objects, in a
degree, will follow every period of life and even mingle with the dreams of the
night, wherever temperate habits, intellectual exercise and the cultivation of a
sound imagination have preserved the taste in its native, child-like purity. Sotrue
is that celebrated line of Wordsworth, often quoted, and which, rather than to
sever it from the sweet ode where it belongs, I will repeat with the connexion :

“ My heart leaps up when 1 behold
A rainbow in the sky :
So was it when my life began;
So is it now | am a Man ;
So be it when I shall grow old,
Or let me die!
Tax cuiLD 18 FaTaEr or THE Max;
And I could wish my days to be
Bound each to each by natural piety.”

The eye, however, is not the only organ of sense, which this mystic number,
thus sparkling with the gems of light and holding together the prismatic colors
of Iris, has enchanted. The ear comes in for an equal share of enjoyment, and
could tell with exquisite delight of the wondrous power of the seven primary
notes of Music, when some master hand has waked them up, as it were, in their
secret cells, and filled the surrounding space with their melody. Then it is that
the very air we move in secems peopled with invisible beings, floating on wings
of sound ; and we cease to wonder at the moment that the wild beasts and woods
and waters stood still to listen when Orpheus touched his enchanting lyre ; or
that the evil spirit of Saul was powerless before the holy harp of the minstrel
king.

The Almighty Hand which gave such influences to these seven original notes,
was not less wonderful in the skill with which he prepared the organ of hearing
to receive them. The aerial pulsations which they excite, as wave follows wave
in the undulations of the ses, enter the porch of the outward or external ear,
and flow onward to the middle chamber or vestibule, where the drum like a
faithful sentinel stands ready to give the alarm ; and the moment it is touched,
successive vibrations passing along the winding way stir the waters which
surround the auditory nerve, and send their echo 1o the spiritual apartments of
the brain. Such is the anatomy of the ear, over which the notes of Music have
such power. Thus the soul, which, unseen, like some eastern monarch sits on
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the throne of her glory, through the eye sees, and through the ear hears what
is going on in the great world around us ;—a man within a man—a spirit within
a mortal body.

The Diatonic scale of seven notes is said to have been greatly improved by
our ancient Brother Pythagoras. On this scale, with its octaves, sharps and flats,
are founded, by their combination and variety, the eternal principles of harmony.
The science of Music is a profound study and of a mathematical character ;
in its advancement it proceeds to the Chromatic, or scale of semitones—which,
from the derivation, might be called colored sounds—and to the Enharmonic
scale. The Diatonic scale by the variation of major or minor key, expresses joy
or grief; for the major key consists of five notes and two semitones, which in-
variably lie between the third and fourth and the seventh and eighth degrees;
that is to say, there must always be a distance of two full tones and a semitone.
The minor key requires the semitones in ascending from the tonic to fall
between he second and third cegre s, and b:iween the seventh aud eighth
degrees ; but in descending, they must fall between sixth and fifth and the third
and second ; thus from the tonic, the Diatonic minor is only one note and a
semitone. To the connoisseur in Mu-'c, such remarks may appear like an
explanation of the fi e first rules of Arithmetic, or of simple equations in
Algebra: but I have stated these elementary facts to show upon what a few and
simple principles the profound science of Music is built;—principles eternal,
universal and unchangeable, nidained by Him. wt.o formed the ear, who ¢ bound
the sweet influences of the Pleiades,” and before whom at the birth of creation
‘““the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy.”
These princip'es are capable of demonstration mathematically.

“If we take a string and divide it successively into 2, 3, and 4 pvms, in each
half we s/ a'l have an octave of the whole; in the three-founhs, its fourth; in
the two-thirds its fifth. The octave then will be as 1 10 2; the fourth as 310 4;
the fifih as 2 to 3. The importance of this observation made them give to the
numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, the name of the sacr:d Q: aternily. Such were the propor-
tions of Pythagoras and the mu:ical s stem of all nations.” Travels of Ana-
charsis vol. 2d, p. 168.

Thus we have traced the septenary in the powcr of Music, as every sound
which pleases the ear must belong to some note in the scale, whether we listen
to the - weet melody of the birds of the air, or the complicated and almost super-
buman harmonies of a Handel or Mozart ; or catch the tones of unseen spirits as
they breathe at the summer window from the Eolian harp; or at some favored
hour—though such hours seldom visit us—call back from the river of forgetful.
ness the sweet memory of that unclouded, joyous sunshine of infancy when a
mother’s voice and a mother’s songs taught us that music came from Heaven.

The frequent recurrence of the number Seven in the Scriptures may surprize
a1y one who has not taken particular notice of this fact. Let us gather up some
of the principal instances in a brief summary. It is worthy of observation, and
Thope it will not be tedious. Beginning with the Old Testament ;—When the
great work of creation was finished, ¢ And Gop saw every thing he had made
and behold it was very good,” He rested from his work on the seventh day and
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blz¢sed it ;—when Noah was preparing for that awful deluge, when no sun, nor
moon, nor stars were seen for forty days and nights, he took with him iuto the
a k :even pair- of clean birds and beasts among all the other animals ;—when
the dove had been sent forth from the window of the ark to see if the waters
were abated, and she came back, having found no rest for the sole of her foot,
Noah waited seve. days and again sent her forth, and after her return with an
olive leaf in her mouth, he waited yet seven days more and she returned not
again ;—seven years Jacob courted Rachel, and again seven more, before her
mercenary father would let her go ;—seven years of plenty and seven of famine
fulfilled the dream of Pharaoh in Ezypt, according to the interpretation of that
loveliest of all the chi.r cters of oriental hstory, the exiled Joseph ;—at the insti-
tution of the Passover seven days of unleavened bread were prescribed ;—seven
days the medicinal sprinkling was applied once each day for the cure of the
leprosy ;—seven days were required for an atoneme:t for the altar ;—at the siege
of Jericho seven priests, bearing seven trumpets of ra1.’- horns, went before the
ark, and followed the armed men of Joshua; and they marched once each day
for six days around the devoted city, until on the seventh day at the dawning
of the morning they compassed the city seven times, with a great shout and blast
of the trumpets, and the wall- fell down flat and Jericho was taken ;—the Lord
commanded Gideon to offer his father’s young bullock of seven years old as a
burnt sacrifice ;—Balaam said unto Balak, “ Build me here seven altars, and
prepare me seven oxen and seven rams :”’ and it was after that when Balaam saw
in a trance the vision of the Almighty and the goodly tents of Jacob, and fore-
told the rising of the MorNING STaRr ;—seven days in each year was the feastof
Tabernacles to be kept, and those seven days the children of Israel were requir-
ed to dwell in booths ;—at the end of every seven years a release of all loans
and debts shall be made to the poor ;—every seventh year shall be a Sabbath of
rest to the land, it shall lie fallow ;—when the three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad,
and Zophar, lifted up their eyes afar off and saw Job in his calamity, they wept,
and sat down with him seven days and seven nights and none spake a word, Icr
they saw his grief was very great;—seven years was the magnificent Temple
of King Solomon on Mount Moriah in building ;—said Elisha to Naaman the
leper, ¢ Go and wash in Jordan seven times ;”* and he went—notwithstanding the
pride of the great man was mortified—and dipped himself seven times in
that river, and his flesh became as the flesh of a little child, and he was clean ;—
seven times more than it was wont was the fiery furnace heated where the three
friends of Dauiel were cast, bound in their coats, their hosen and their hats, and
they walked unharmed in the midst of the fire, with the form of the fourth like
the Son of God ;—seven times (i. e. years) passed over Nebuchadnezzar, when
wet with the dew of heaven, he did eat grass like an ox ;—and lasily, those
sweet words to the man of sorrow, “He shall deliver thee in six troubles; yea,
in seven shall not evil touch thee.” ’

Few passages in the sacred writings are more picturesque or instructive than
the dramatic scene on the top of Carmel, when Elisha sent his servant to go up
and look over the vast horizon of the Mediterranean in search of some clou.!, or
signof rain. Itis in I Kings xviii. 43, 44— And he said to his servant, go
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up now and look toward the sea. And he went up and looked and said, There
is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. And it came to pass at the
seventh time, that he said, Behold there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea like
aman’s hand.” The great rain with black clouds and wind which scon came
burrying on and covered the heavens, are well known to readers of the Bible.
We are here taught a most excellent lesson of perseverance in labor, in study, in
the path of duty. It awakens an irresistable energy in overcoming obstacles in
the pursuit of light and knowledge ; and above all things arms the spirit of the
good man with a vigorous hope to sustain him under disappointment and mi: {or-
tune. Indeed we should be ever bearing in mind that heart-consoling truth, that
‘“ A just man falleth seven times and riseth up again.” I. H. 8.

REVERE LODGE, BOSTON.

Tak last stated meeting of Revere Lodge was made the occasion of a very
interesting and pleasing occurrence. The retiring Master, W, WiLLiam W,
Bakkr, having served the Lodge as Master from its commencement, w s pre-
sented by the members thereof with a beautiful silver testimonial, expressive of
their brotherly love and Masonic estimation.

The presentation was made by the Senior Warden, Br. Wm. Rogers, in a very
felicitous and highly pleasing address. He adverted to the labors of Br. Baker
as one of the founders of the Lodge, his devotion to ite interests, and his jealous
care and watchfulness while Master. The speaker also alluded :n fitling terms
to the services of his Worshipful Brother in other departments of the Institution ;
his love for the Craft, and the confidence and esteem in which he was held, not
only by the members of his own Lodge, but also in the Order at large. Brother
Rogers’ remarks were exceedingly appropriate, and were listened to with great
attention.

Brother Baker, in reply, was much affected at this unexpected event, and ex-
pressed his heartfelt thanks for the beautiful testimonial and the flattering terms
in which it had been conveyed. He alluded to the success that had attended
their endeavors to form a first class Lodge, and their present prosperous condition,
and ascribed it, in a great measure, to that harmony and oneness of sentiment
that had ever characterized them as a Lodge.

Revere Lodge already numbers more than fifty members, a majority of whom
have so far perfected themselves as Masons, as to be able to fill with honor,
almost any office in the Lodge. This, Brother Baker held to be a sure and
certain foundation, and the only sure and certain foundation for a Masonic Lodge,
and urged upon the Brethren the necessity of attention to the study of the ritual,
and a prompt attendance at the meetings, both of the Lodge and sodality. He
concluded with trusting that the harmony and brotherly love that now existed
might ever prevail, and that the present W. M. (Brother Sanders,) might leave
to his successor, as happy, as prosperous, and as united a Lodge.

The testimonial is a Silver Pitcher, of chaste design, elegantly wrought, and
beautifully finished. It is inscribed—
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% From the Members of
Reverr LopGe
to
Worshipful WiLLiax W. Baxes,
for his
Eminent services as First Master of this Lodge.
January, 1878,”
The ceremony was witnessed vy a large number of the Brethren, who
expressed themselves much pleased at the appropriateness and the interest of
the occasion.

MOUNT ZION LODGE, BARRE.

By permission of the M. W. Gran. Lodge, the Masonic Lodge formerly
located at Hardwick, in Worcester County, Mass., having been removed to the
flourishing and pleasant town of Barre, in the same County, the new hall
prepared for the use of the Lodge was appropriately dedicated 1o Masonic
use on Wednesday afternoon, Dec. 30th, by the M. W. Grand Lodge of Mas-
sachusetts.

The services of dedication were preceded by a public Address, delivered by
R. W. Brother Rev. Wy. FLINT, of Greenfield, the Deputy Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge. The public assembly was held in the spacious and convenient
Town Hall of Barre, which at an early hour in the afternoon was filled by a very
large and highly respectable audience of ladies and gentlemen of Barre, and
towns in the vicinity. There was also a full and effective choir of singers, and
a well trained orchestra, in : ttendance.

At half-past 2 o’clock, the procession of the Grand Lodge, escorted by Mount
Zion Ledge, left the Masonic Hall, situated in the rame building, and entered
the Town Hall, occupying seats especially reserved for the purpose. The
services commenced with an introductory by the Choir, followed by prayer and
selections from the Scriptures by Rev. Brother Fuller, of Barre, S. W. of Mount
Zion Lodge. After an anthem, sung by the Choir, with great spirit and fine
effect, the R. W. Brother Flint delivered an address which enchained the close
attention of the audience during the whole period of its delivery. It was about
an hour long, and presented the claims of Masonry, on the score of antiquity,
devotion, morality and benevolence, with great power and effect. The matter
and the manner were most excellent; well adapted to the place and the
occasion ; and while the address cheered and gladdened the hearts of the older
Brethren, it made a deep and tru'y gratifying impression upon the aundience
generally. A doxology and benediction succeeded.

The Masonic procession was then re-formed, and repaired to the Hall above,
and as soon as the Grand Lodge officers had assumed their proper stations, the
doors were thrown open to the public, and quite a large number of ladies and
gentlemen witnessed the very impressive ceremonies of dedicating the Hall, as
performe.! by the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, Brother Flint, who represented
the M. W. Grand Master upon this occasion. R. W. Brothers Goddard and
Wright, Grand Wardens, R. W. Brother Earl, D. D. Grand Master, and R. W.
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Brother Coolidge, acting as Grand Marshal, assisted in these services. The
music and singing, interspersed in the dedication service, were both very fine,
and were performed by the same choir and orchestra that officiated in the Town
Hall. Atthe conclusion of the dedication, the members of the Grand Lodge
were invited to a choice and bountiful supper by Mt. Zion Lodge. The tables
were spread at Brown’s Hotel, and about seventyfive persons, including the mem-
bers of the Lodge, their ladies, and other friends of the Order, sat down toa
mosthospitable feast. After a couple of hours spent in the temperate enjoyment
of the well-served viands, the company dispersed with mutual expressions of
good will and kindly regard.

The Hall thus dedicated to the use of Mt. Zion Lodge, is a spacious and con-
venient home for the Fraternity, appropriately situated, with convenient accom-
modations and suitable furnishing. It is to the liberality and energy of Brother
Jenkins of that town, that the Fraternity is mainly indebted for this Lodge room,
and we doubt not that the faithful and well-directed labors of the Craft will
second his zealous efforts to provide a suitable place for their accommedation, by
making that place the abode of every Masonic virtue, w.

GENERAL WARREN.

[The following very neat and appropriate Hymns were written for the Dedication
of the Statue of Gen. WarreN, on Bunker Hill, on the 17th June last, but
another having been previously adopted by the committee, neither was used
on that occasion. Believing them worthy of preservation, we have been po-
litely furnished with copies for our pages] :—

NUMBER ONE,
Hx died a patriot’s glorious death,
From earthly ties upborne,—
The Angels gleaned Lis parting breath,
The sickle reaped the Coan.

All to his country ; home, love, life,
He offered at her shrine—

Though peaceful, served in battle’s strife,
And poured his blood like Winx.

Peace to bis ashes! may his breast
Be tranquil after toil,

As sink the troubled waves to rest
When calmed by holy O

Health, Plenty, Peace, to all mankind,
God in thy goodness give—

In Corn, Wiane, Oil, we lessons find
To teach man how to live.

16
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NUMBER TWO,

Frox off the red battle-field sadly they bore him,
A limb from the tree of our country was torn;

The pathway to Heaven lay smoothly before him,
The Husbandman gathered the full ear of Corx.

Bright link in the chain of a nation’s proud glory,

Fond love and sweet tho'ts 'bout thy memn’ry entwine ;
Heart lcaps unto heart when rehearsed is thy story,

And deeply is quafied its pure, life-giving Winx.

He sleeps! and a nation's full-hesrted devation
Gives thanks unto God for a life so well spent ;
As O1L calms the waves in their wildest commuotion,
From trouble 10 peace his brave spirit was sent.

ENOCH'S TEMPLE.

Tur degeneracy of mankind increasing from the union of the lines of Cain
and Seth, which even the authority of Adam was unable to restrain, God
communicated to Enoch the knowledge that they would eventually become so
wicked as to compel him to destroy the world. From this information he formed
his plans for preserving the knowledge of the sacred science, amidst the devaste-
tion necessarily attending the predicied calamity. The mysteries committed by
Seth to his charge occupied his most anxious consideration ; being inspired by
the Great Architect of the Universe, and in commemoration of a vision on the holy
mountain, he builta temple in the bowels of the earth, the entrance to which was
through nine porches, each supported by a pair of pillars, and curiously con-
cealed from human observation. Enoch, Jared, and Methuselah were the three
who constructed this subterranean structure; but the two lalter were not
acquainted with the secret motives which inspired Enoch to this purpose : it was
formed in the depths of a mountain afterwards called Calvary, in the land of
Canaan, and dedicated to the living God. Enoch next made a plate of pure
gold in form of an equilateral triangle, each of whose sides was eighteen inches;
this he enriched with precious stones and encrusted on a triangular agate of the
same dimensions, On this plate he engraved the ineffable characters that he had
seen in his vision; and alone, in silence and solitude, he descended into the
temple, and placed this invaluable treasure upon a cubical pedestal made of the
purest marble. He afierwards formed nine doors with rings and closed up the
whole, that the secrets there deposited might be preserved amidst the impending
destruction of mankind; for the contents of this secret temple were not com-
municated to any of the human race.

Anxious to preserve those useful arts and eciences which were embodied in
practical Masonry, Enoch next erected two pillars—one of marble, the other of
brass—on both of which were engraved the elements of the liberal arts: the
former, he conceived would withstand fire; the latter, water. A notification
was aflerwards added to each that he had concealed a treasure of inestimable
valae in the bosom of the earth :—¢ Let him that hath wisdom find it.”
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After solemnly admonishing mankind, Enoch expired, leaving the government
of the Craft to his son, Lamech : with him all restraint ended, and the sons of
Seth gave themselves up to the idolatries of the Caanites, who had impiously
exalted Tubal-Cain to the rank of a god, and worshipped him under the name
of Vulcan: to him, after the flood, the Egyptians afterwards assigned power,
prescience, and immortality. Lamech, unable to reform mankind, resigned the
government to Noah, who openly rebuked the crimes of the human race ; but
finding his efforts vain, under the direction of the Great Architect, he commenced
building the Ark of gopher wood : in it, when completed, the few just among
mankind, together with two of every living thing, were preserved amidst the
destruction of the world,

The cities stained by the vices of their inhabitants, even the brazen pillar
erected by Enoch, were swept away before the raging waters of the deep, which
overwhelmed the proudest monuments of human art, and removed the solid
rocks from their foundation. The pillar of stone alone remnined ; and by it the
science of practical Masonry was preserved to a future world.—ANoN.

THE MASON’'S DUTY DURING THIS SEASON.*

Taxre is no doubt that there will be many calls made upon the different
Lodges for relief during the present winter, and we believe those calls will be
met with the accustomed liberality ; but we should ever remember that these
applicants are not the only sufferers. There are many, very many, whose
retiring and unassuming dispositions prevent them from making application for
relief, and who would rather suffer and die from want than exhibit their poverty
to the public gaze. It is to cases of this description that the attention of the
Craft is more immediately directed at this time.

The mere fact of voting large sums of money from the funds of the different
Lodges is not alone sufficient. Individual exertion is one of the principal methods
by which we can hope to confer any benefit upon our suffering fellow-laborers.
Let each Brother do what he can “ without injury to himself or family,” and we
fear not the result. Remember, Brethren, that it is a duty incumbent upon you
to befriend and relieve a suffering Mason or his family if within your power.
Let it be seen, then, whether you will put in practice thuse many great principles
which you have ¢ heard so frequently instructed and so forcibly recommended.”
Let the most charitable feelings of your manly nature be exhibited and practised,
and you will be acting in a manner well pleasing in the sight of the great Grand
Master on high, and render yourself deserving of the esteem and respect of
your fellow-men. Turn not aside from the path which leads you to the homes
of the afflicted, and let no trifling excuse prevent you from rendering immediate
and prompt assistance 1o thoee who may require your aid. If you ehould meet
with a worthy applicant for assistance, be not slow to communicate with your
Brethren, particularly if you should be unable yourself to render that assistance

#Freemasons’ Monthly Monitor, St. John, N. B.
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which the necessity of the case requires, that it may also be said of you by the
Supreme Ruler, ¢ even as you have done it unto one of the least of these you
have done it unto me.”

The moet charitable feelings of your nature can now, at this season of the
year, be brought out fully, and let it not be said that you have shirked the responsi-
bility or duty. While gathering round your “ain firesides”” and enjoying the
warm and invigorating comforts of a happy, cheerful home, remember that the
world has claims upon you. There are many families in the community who,
instead of gathering round a warm and cheerful fire, are clustering round a few
dying embers upon the cheerless hearthstone, trying to warm their half-clad limbe,
and who know not where to procure the common necessaries of life for the
morrow. Think, while you observe them, in your mind’s eye, huddled together
in one corner of that dilapidated room, through which the wind is howling fear-
fully, endeavoring to sustain each other through the piercing and chilling air of
a winter’s night, what an amount of happiness a little timely aid would produce.
What is their fate to-day may be that of each one of us to-morrow. Verily and
truly it can be said, that we “ know not what a day may bring forth.” Perhaps,
ere the setting of another sun the fiery elements may blast our long cherished
and most anxious anticipations—poverty may then, perhaps, be our portion, and
we may require the same assistance which we should or may have rendered to
those in similar circumstances. Death may eventually claim us for its victims,
and if, while living, we withhold our hands and close our eyes against the
sufferiags of our fellow-beings, how can we expect that our families, if any such
be left behind, should be properly cared for and comforted. And finally,
Brethren, we call upon you in the name of our great Brotherhood to be ever
zeady to befriend and relieve the distresses of a worthy Mason or his family.

MASONIC FESTIVAL, N. ORLEANS.

THE enniversary of St. John the Evangelist, was duly remembered by a
considerable portion of the Masonic fraternity of our city. . George Washington
Lodge, No 65, Alpha Lodge, No. 72, and Quitman Lodge, No. 76, had a reunion
at Masonic Hall, St. Charles street, and the occasion was one of much pleasure
to all present. There was a numerous attendance of the resident Brethren,
besides several distinguished visitors, among whom were Mr. Charles Scot,
Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, and ex-chancellor of that
State, Albert Pike, and other prominent members of the fraternity.

The installation of the newly elected officers of George Washington and
Qaitman Lodges formed a portion of the proceedings, and when the ceremonies
of induction in the first instunce had been completed, the members of George
Washington Lodge, through their Secretary, Mr. S. G. Risk, presented their late
Master, H. R. Swasey, with one of the most beautiful Past Master's jewels we
have ever had the pleasure of seeing. It is illuminated by thirty splendid dia-
monds, and while nothing could be more appropriate as a teetimonial of esteem
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on the part of the Brethren over whom Mr. S8wasey has presided for the last four
years, the gift is one of much more than ordinary intrinsic richness. The pre-
sentation address by Mr. Risk was a particularly happy effort. It had both the
merit of being really eloquent in its allusions to the services of him who was
the recipient of the honor conferred, and to the excellencies of the Order in gen-
eral, while it was admirably adapted to the occasion.

After the presentation, the newly elected officers of Quitman Lodge were in-
stalled, and the Brethren then adjourned to the banquet hall, where Mr. David
Bidwell had prepared an array of good things—both solids and fluides—such as
would prove tempting on any, occasion and under any circumstances. Business
was thrown aside, and toasts and sentiments were the order of the day. Innu.
merable happy things were said and duly acknowledged ; and, at an early hour
in the afternoon, the assemblage dispersed, each well pleased that he had been
present.

On Monday evening last there was a special convocation of the Grand Chapter
of Louisiana, in Masonic Hall. J. Q. A. Fellows, D. G. H. P., acting G. H. P.,
presiding, for the purpose of installing the newly elected officers of Orleans
Chapter, No. 1, Delta Chapter, No, 15, and Polar Star Chapter, No. 21. Among
the guests present was Mr. J. T. Daniell, R. W. G. S. of the Grand Lodge of
Miseissippi ; and, after the ceremonies were concluded, there was a most special
convocation at the Union restanrant, where a fine supper was in readiness. We
did not have the pleasure of being present, but we are informed on good author-
ity that the reunion was a delightful one. All branches of the Order, as well as
the widow and the orphan, were kindly remembered.—New Orleans Picayune,
Dec. 30, 1857.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Providence, R. 1., Jan. 9th, 1858,
C. W. Moozz, Esg.

Dear Sir and Bro.—At the Annual Convoeation of Providence Council of Royal
and Select Masters, held at Masons’ Hall, Providence, January 8th, 1858, Anno
Deposit 2658, the following officers were duly installed, viz. :—Comps. Edwin
Howland, T. Ill. M.; Samuel Lewis, Ill. M.; Jerome B. Borden, Laur.; Joseph
Belcher, M. of E.; Wm. C. Barker, Rec. ; Joseph A. D. Joslin, M. of G.; Gardner
T. Swarts, Sent.; Ebenezer B. White, Guard.

The officers being invested with the insignia of their offices and conducted to
their several stations, the following resolutions were offered and unanimously
adopted, viz. :—

Resolved, That the thanks of Providence Council of Royal and Select Masters
are due, and are hereby tendered to our worthy and beloved Past Thrice lllustrious
Master, James Salsbury, for his long, arduous, and valuable service as its presiding
officer for about one half of the time of its existence (nearly forty years,) and
services in other stations nearly all the rest of the time ; with strong hopes that
his life may be spared many years to come ; that he may enlighten and instruct, as
baretofore, his less informed Bretbren,
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Resolved, That the thanks of this Council are due, and hereby tendered to our
venerable, worthy, and beloved Companion, Jason Williams, for his faithful and
valuable services heretofore rendered through a long series of years, in the im-

portant and responsible station of Master of the Exchequer.
J.B.B.

New Britain, Con., Jan. 18, 1838.

Bro. Moork,—The sixtyseventh Anniversary of Harmony Lodge, No. 20, New
Britain, Ct., was celebrated at Humphrey Hall, Thursday evening, January 14,
A. D. 1858.

At an early hour the spacious Hall which was very tastefully and beautifully
decorated, was filled to overflowing. At eight o'clock the Most Worshipful Grand
Master and officers of the Grand Lodge of the State, were marshalled into the Hall
by Bro. Jas. F. Lewis, while the Band played appropriate music. Upon arriviog
at their stations, the M. W. Grand Master installed the following named officers
elect, into their respective stations:—Bros. Ezekiel Andrews, W. M.; Samuel
Stanley, S. W. ; Leister R, Bailey, J. W.; Wm. Bingham, Sec.; Giles Stillmaa,
Treas. ; Samuel Carpenter, S. D.; Washington L. Morgan, J. D.; B. P. Pillard,
Tyler.

After the installation services were concluded, the company took part in the
mazes of the dance. At about twelve o’clock the company repaired to the diniog
Hall, where a sumptuous repast was provided which was well worthy of its
gentlemanly host, Bro. Heory J. Allen, and the high reputation of the house. The
supper being concluded, the audience were highly entertained by some pertinent
speeches and sentiments which followed ; after which the ladies and gentlemen
returned to the Hall, and after promenading a while, the early hours began to
approach, when the company separated after enjoying one of the most agreeable
occasions it has ever been our pleasure to witness. E. A.

West Harwich, Ms., Dec. 23, 1857.

Tae officers elect and members of Mount Horeb Lodge, viz. :—Joseph K. Baker,
Jr., W. M.; Anthony K. Chase, S. W, ; Elbridge G. Doane, J. W.; Anthony
Lelley, Treas.; Wm. E. Ansell, Sec.; N. D. Kelley, 8. D.; E. F. Taylor, J. D.;
Doane Kelley, Jr., S. S.; Caleb R. Kelley, J. 8.; Thomas Snow, Mar. ; Josiah C.
Eldridge, Chap., James B. Baker, Tyler,—met, with their wives and visiting
Brethren, at their Lodge-room, at half-past 6 o’clock, P. M.—numbering about
pinety. ’

The exercises were in order as follows :—Prayer by the Rev. Davis Lothrop,—
installation Ode, by the Choir,—installation of officers by Brother N. D. Kelley,
P. Master, assisted by our W. M. Joseph K. Baker, Jr.,—Address by the Past M.
and singing by the Choir.

The exercises and ceremonies were performed in a most interesting manner
according to the usages of the Fraternity. The address of the P. M. was most
excellent and instructive, more especially to the members of the Lodge. There
was a large number of visitors present, who manifested much interest in the per-
formances of the evening. At the conclusion of which, all were invited to take
seats at the table, where an excellent collation was spread for their refreshment,
and to which they were welcomed by Brother Joseph K. Baker, W. Master, who
presided at the table to the satisfaction of all present. At the conclusion of which
our Brother N. D. Kelley, Past Master, was first called up by the presiding officer,
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who delivered an eloquent and highly practical address. A number of the Brethren
were also called up, who did justice to themselves and honor to the occasion. The
evening was enlivened by the presence of the ladies. W.E. A.

Hallowell, January 1st, 1858.

Dear 8ir and Brother,~The officers of Kennebec Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons, were duly installed by R. W. Moses E. Hamlin, D. D. G. Master of the
Fith Masonic District of the State of Maine, in the presence of the families and
friends of the members. <

W. F.J. Day, M. ; Hiram Fuller, 8. W. ; Greeleaf Robinson, J. W.; Orlando
Corrier, Treas. ; Daniel Russell, Sec'y. ; J. Q. A. Hawes, 8. D. ; Wm. H. Norcross,
1. D. ; Jonas Childs, S. 8. ; Simon Johnson, J. 8. ; Wm. S. Haines, Tyler.

After the ceremonies of installation were performed the audience were highly
gratified with an eloquent and appropriate Address delivered by Bro. F. J. Day,
Worshipful Master of Kennebec Lodge :

The Brethren, with their families and friends, then adjourned to the refreshment
room, where they partook of a collation prepared by the ladies of the members.
I'think that I can safely say that all present were highly pleased and gratified with
the evening's performances. D. R.

¢ dbituary.

Brorrzr THOMAS WARBURTON.

W regret to learn from late Liverpool papers, that the estimable Brother whose
name we have placed at the head of this notice, died at his residence, in Liverpool,
in November last, at the age of thirtynine years. We had the pleasure of making
his personal acquaintance when in England two years since, and are now happy to
bear our humble testimony to his many excellencies as a gentleman and Mason.
He was at the time of his death, Master of the Exchange News Rooms in Liverpool,
with which he had been connected for the last nineteen years. A Liverpool paper
speaks of the deceased as follows : —

Mr. Warburton had been nineteen years in the Rooms, sixteen of which he was
Master. Intelligence, activity, and an unfailing disposition to oblige, rendered him
a general favorite—a part, as it were, of the establishment. His knowledge of
trade and shipping was extensive, and, of necessity, he knew the persons and offices
of every merchant in town. By the subscribers to the Room he was held in the
greatest respect, and regret was nniversally expressed, yesterday, for his premature
death. BAlr. Warburton was a widower, and hasleft one child, a daughter, on whom
be lavished all his care and tenderness. His mother, aged eightyfour, is still living
at Runcorn, and for twenty years he had supported her affectionately and liberally.
A niece was also dependent on him, and she and the old lady are left penniless.
Miss Warburton inherits an annuity from her mother.

Brorazz GEORGE B. BEATTEAY.

Died in Carleton, N. B, Dec. 1at, Brother Grozax B. BzaTTrary, in the 27th
year of his age, leaving a wife and three children and a large number of relatives
and friends to moura their bereavement. His remains were interred with the usual
Masonic ceremony.
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UG A correspondent under date Fredericks-
burg, Va., Dec. 30, says—* We had a fine
display on Monday night last, by a public pro-
cession of Fitzwylson Royal Arch Chapter in
full regalia, robes, &c.—Lodges No. 4, and
63. After which a fine supper in the hall ad-
joining No. 4. Both of the blue Lodges are
in a very prosperous condition.”

An ImposTon. We are requested to cau-
tion the Lodges against the impositions of an
expelled Mason, of the name of Thomas
McCann, alias Thomas McKaue, alias Will-
iam Hutchinson, formerly of St. Johasbury,
Vt. He s either an Irishman or Scotchman,
as may best serve his purpose, and is travel-
ling about the country obtaining charity.

At the annual meeting of the Newbury-
port Encampment, Dec. 29, the following offi-
cers were elected :—

Sir Knight R. 8. Spofford, M. E. G. Com ;
John Cook, Gen. ; John Andrews, C. Gen.;
Isaac P. Seavey, S. W.; Moses H. Fowler,
J. W.; John Akerman, Treas.; Mark Sy-
mons, Rec. ; Calvin How, Sword B.; 8. T.
Lancester, St. B.; Jcna. Bickford, W.; Na-
than Chase, Sent,

At a meeting of St. John’s Encampment,
Providence, R. 1., on the 14th of Dec, last,
the following officers were elected :—

Sir Knight William C. Barker, G. Com. ;
Wm. B. Blanding, Gen. ; Oliver Johnson, C.
Gen. ; James Hutchinson, Prelate ; J. A. D.
Joslin, S. W.; Lyman Klapp, J. W.; Sam-
uel Wesson, Treas. ; Samuel B. Swan, Rec. ;
John Shepley, St. B.; Archibald B. Rice, S.
B.; George Amsden, W, ; E. B. White, S.;
G. T. Swarts, George F. Wilson and A, W,
Fiske, Guards.

The following Sir Knights have been in-
stalled officers of Worcester County Eacamp-
ment, Worcester, for the current year:—S,
P. Miller, G. Com. ; Simeon Thompson, G. ;
Lewis Thayer, C. G.; Henry Goddard, Pre. ;
Wm, A. Smith, S. W.; Benj. Lewis, J. W.;
Asa Walker, Treas.; W. N. Green, Rec.;
J. B. Lawrence, St. B.; P. D. Wulbridge,
8w. B.; R. M. Gould, Warder.

At a meeting of Monitor Lodge, Waltham,
held at Masons’ Hall on Monday evening,
Jan. 18, 1858, the following named Brothers
were installed as officers for the ensuing
year :—[saac Parker, W. M.; R. S. Warren,
8. W.; M. Aurelius Moore, J. W.; T. W.
Farnsworth, Sec.; J. H. Bowker, Treas.;
H. Mullikin, 8. D.; H. M. Britton, J. D.;
Wm. Gibbs, S.S.; C. H. Houghton, J. S.;
L. P. Frost, Chap.; C. W. Fogg, M.; E. 8.
Staaley, Tyler.

03 The Prince (and future king) of Prus-
sia, whose visit to the Grand Lodge of Eog-
land is noticed in our leading article this
month, was married to the Princess Royal,
eldest daughter of the Queen of England, on
the 25:h January last.

T3 The unusual length of several of our
articles the present month, must be an apology
for any deficiency in variety that our readers
may discover in our pages the present month.

0G~A variety of matters which should
have received attention this month are neces
sarily deferred for want of room.

The following officers of Morning Star
Lodge, Wc , were installed by D. D.
G. M. Henry Earl, Jan. 12, 1858 ;—

B. Lewis, W. M.; W. A. Smith, S, W.;
R. M. Gould, J. W.; S, P, Miller, Tress.;
H. Earl, Sec.; H. Webster, S. D.; E. Hub-
bard,J. D.; W. A. Cary, S. S.; G. C. Bige-
low,J. S.; J. H. Freeland, M.; H. Chenery,
Chuplain; D. Seagrave, I. Sentinel; H. Ball,
Tyler.

When the Lodge is closed, depart in peace,
and let not your families or friends have
reason to condemn Freemasoury as a means
of interrupting domestic happiness, or inter-
fering with the arrangements of a regular
and well-conducted household. Should you
be tempted to adjourn to other places of
entertainment, and exceed the limits of sobet
discretion, you will bring a stain on Masonry,
cause pain and regret in the bosoms of those
whom you ought to hold most dear, and the
consequences may be fatal to your comfory
for ever.—Dr. Oliver.
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THE NEW TRESTLE-BOARD.

FOR THE USE OF
LODGES, CHAPTERS, COUNCILS, AND

ENCAMPMENTS.
Br CHAS. W. MOORE, EniTor oF THe FrREEMAsoxs’ Magazine.

The above is the most popular Masonic Manual ever published in America,
and is more extensively used, both in this country and Europe, than any similar
work in existence. It has received the approval and recommendation of nearl
every Grand Lodge, and most distinguished Masons, in the United States. It
gives in systematic arrangement, and in a clear and comnprehensive manner, all
the aid that such a Manual can properly give, in the work of all the dezrees
of the Lodge, Chapter, Council, and Encampinent; together with full Installstion
Survices for ench grade ; the ceremonies for all Public occasions ; nnd the various
forms of petitions, &c., required in Masonic proceedings. Its extensive use has
contributed more the last ten years to produce uniformity of work and cerenionies
among the Lodges, and other bodies, throughant the country, than could have
been effected by any otherineans. The work 18 beautifully illustrated with Plates,
and is sold at $12a dozen. Orders addressed to the editor of this Magazine,
will receive prompt attention. Or it may be had throngh any of the principa:
Booksellers. A liberal discount made to Lodges ordering more than one dozen
at a time.

The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of California. recommended in his address,
before that body in May last, as a Text-book, the ** New Masounic T'restle-Board,”
remarking ‘1 will not go so fur as to say that it has no equal, but | feel no hesita-
tion in recording my belief that it has never had a superior.”

RECOMMMENDATION.

Resolved, That the Grand Luodge of Massuchusetts recommend the ¢ TRESTLE-
Boarp,” a8 8 work embadying all the essentials of a Manual of Ancient Craft
Masonry ; and in preference to all other similar works, it especially sanctions to
the suburdinate Lodges under its jurisdiction, the use of this most excellent
compend of the vrinciples and ceremonies of the Order.

ABNER W. POLLARD,

Merchant Tailor, Costumer and Regalia Manufacturer,
No. 6 Court street, Boston.,
ALEO DEALER IN

Military Cloths and Trimmings, Swords, Epaulets, Sashes, Army Laces, &c.
Regalia Goods, with Laces, Stars and Ewblews. Theatrical Costuming Arti-
cles, with Laces, &c. Fencing Foils, Masks, and Battle Swords.  Banuner Silks,
Fringes, Tussels, &c. Ornamental Trinnnings for Engine Companies. United
Stutes Flags, Decorations, &c. Regalia and Jewels lor all the Orders, Ballot
Boxes and Bulls, Gavels, &c.  Musonic Books, Carpeta, Feb. 1853.

THIS MAGAZINE

18
Published at No. 21, School Sireet, Boston, on the first day of each
month, at
TWO DOLLARS A YEAR—IN~ Apvance.

Letters and communications, to prevent errors in delivery, must be addressed as
to.lows :—

“CHARLES W. MOORE, Editor Freemusons’ Magazine, 21 School st., Boston."

(L7 No subscription discontinued uutil all arrearages are paid up, except at the
option o: the Kditor.

|7 Subscribers removing, or leaving the Nos. in the Post Office uncalled for,
are legally bolden tor the payment ol the same, unless notice to discoutinue shall
have been previously given at this otfice, and arrearages settled.

(7= No subscript:ou for the Magaziue received lor less than one year.
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GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF THE U. STATES.

WE avail ourselves of the earliest opportunity to lay before our readers
the able address of Hon. WiLLiax B. Huesarp, M. E. Grand Master of
the Grand Encampment of the United States, delivered before the Grand
Encampment of Ohio, on the 9th December last. That Grand Body had
been called together by its Grand Commander to review, and if in the
opinion of a majority of the memters, such a course should be deemed
expedient, to reconsider, the proceedings had at its annual communication
in October, by which it abruptly terminated its connection with, and
allegiance to, the Grand Encampment of the United States.

We took occasion, soon after the receipt of an official account of the
October proceedings, to express our opinion of the result arrived at by that
Grand Encampment, and to characterize it as an * act of rebellion against
the central government,”—that is, the Grand Encampment of the United
States, as the supreme head of Templar Masonry in this country.
Regarding it in this light, while we could notdo otherwise than disapprove
of the act, we also took occasion to express our conviction that, though the
Body had by its action placed itself in the wrong, it had not been in-
fluenced by any factious or unworthy motive ; and this opinion, we are
happy to say, was fully confirmed by the result of the proceedings at
the following December communication, when the objectionable resolution
was rescinded, and the Grand Encampment of Ohio re-established in its

connection and allegiance with the national body.

" We have no sympathy with rebellions or revolutions in Masonry. We
set our face against them, whether in our own country or elsewhere, and
will listen to no apology for them, however specious the shape they may
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assume, or however plausible the pretences under which they may be
inaugurated. Masonic government is a government of laws, and the first
great duty of Masons, is submission to lawful authority. Our Institution
can stand on no other foundation. Take this away;'and admit the principle
that rebellion against supreme authority, under any circumstances, is right
or justifiable, and the beautiful temple of Masonry, with its symmetrical
proportions, is transformed into a theatre of anarchy and strife,—all
reliable government is at an end,—and the mad spirit of faction reigns
triumphantly over the milder rule of brotherly love.

Masonry is peculiar,—perhaps sui generis, as compared with all other
voluntary associations,—in its form of government. While it has its
unulterable laws and usages, it has also its conventional regulations, which
may be changed as experience or wisdom may suggest. The former are
designed for the general government of the Craft and the protection of
the more important interests of the Order. The latter are more special
and local in their character, and rely almost entirely for their efficiency
on the consent and co-operation of those by whose authority they are
enacted. A ready and cheerful submission to their requirements, is the
condition of their usefulness. There must be laws to conserve and
control, in all societies; and this necessity implies subordination and
obedience,—without which there can be neither order nor government.
It is not within the compass of human wisdom so to frame laws that they
will not be liable to individual objection. Different minds, swayed by
different influences, will rarely take the same view, or arrive at precisely
the same judgment, on any subject affecting the government or organiza-
tion of society. Nor is it to be assumed that all laws are just and wise,
because enacted by the majority. Numerical strength is not always
indicative of wisdom. Nevertheless, in all governments, like the Masonic,
based on election and representation, the majority is the only true source
of power, and to its edicts, the minority, in Masonry at least, are bound
peaceably to submit, ¢ for the harmony of the whole,” even though they
may, in individual judgments, sometimes appear to be unjust and arbitrary.
Nor ought such edicts, however seemingly or actually objectionable, to be
regarded as any sufficient or justifiab'e cause for rebellion, but rather as a
temporary inconvenience, resulting from unwise or hasty legislation. The
only true remedy for all such loose legislation lies in an appeal to the tribu-
nal which alone possesses the power of correction. In not waiting for an
opportunity to make this appeal, was the mistake of the Grand Encamp-
ment of Ohio,—a mistake, however, which, as already stated, it has since
rectified.

It was doubtless due to the State Grand Encampments, that the new Con-
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stitution of the national body should have been submitted for their examina-
tion and approval, before any attempt had been made to put it in operation.
Had this been done, the present difficulty in regard to it would probably
have been avoided. But even this oversight, or mistake, or whatever else
it may be called, furnishes no good reason for rebellion or revolution.
No man in his senses would seek to overthrow or annihilate the govern-
ment of his country, because of an error in its legislation. That would
be the act of a madman. The true and only course in such a case, is to
wait until time and circumslances bring about, as they are sure to do, the
means and opportunity of a peaceable and lawful redress.

Whether the longer continuance of either of the Gen. Grand Bodies of
the United States, is desirable or otherwise, may be a proper question for
discussion ; but, if so, the discussion should be had in a proper manner,
and under circumstances more favorable to an impartial judgment, than
hasty and local outbreaks. These bodies have been in existence half a
century,—they form an important, if not an essential, element in the
Masonic polity of this country ; and their dissolution, at this or any future
time, would involve fundamental changes, which, if not in themselves,
calculated to impair the efficiency and safe government of those particular
branches of Masonry, of which they are the acknowledged head, it would
involve inconveniences which should be well considered and carefully
provided for, before any such final step is taken. We do not, however,
anticipate any such result. We believe, on the contrary, that the ob-
jections to the present Constitutions, or to the organization of either or
both bodies, whatever they may be, can and will be removed at the ensuing
triennial sessions, and that existing differences will be so compromised
and reconciled that all parties will be satisfied. But however this may
be, it is clearly the duty as well as the interest of all, to stand to
their allegiance and obligations, until such time as they have had an
opportunity to make their grievances known, and themselves heard, in a
lawful manner, and in the only place where their appeal can be effectual.
They owe it to themselves and to the whole Fraternity of the country,
that their Brethren should have the benefit of their counsels and of their
aid, before the body itself, in the correction of any evils that may, on
careful examination, be found to exist. This is the only true, manly and
Masonic course for all to pursue. Let it be honestly and firmly adhered
to, and the result will be far more satisfactory to all concerned, and
more honorable to the character of our Institution before the world, than
secession or rebellion, which can only result in ill-will and distraction.

We commend the address of the M. E. Grand Master and its argument
to the careful attention of our readers, and especially to those of them
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who, from their connection with Templar Masonry, may be supposed to
feel a more than ordinary interest in the subject discussed :—

Right Eminent Commander :—I most cordially appreciate your kind and fratemal
expressions in greeling me on this occasion, and I rejoice with you, R. E. Sir,
that your Grand Commandery has rescinded its resolutions of opposition and
consequent discord, and returned to its fealty; and, I trust, in sincerity, to that
fraternal union that has heretofore existed.

In the remarks I shall have the honor to make to you and your Command here
assembled, I will be in the discharge of what I deem my official duty, actuated
by the most kind and heart-felt fraternal feelings to all. I am satisfied from
what I have heard, that erroneous impressions have been promulgated and exist,
in reference to the true relation your Subordinate bears to its superior, as well as
to the governmental theory and principles of Templar Masonry.

The occasion is a proper one, to explain to you and all others of our Subor-
dinates, the relation they bear to their parent head, the Grand Encampment of
the United States ; and to suggest that for any real or supposed grievauces, they
have a remedy, in an orderly and Masonic complaint, or appeal to that Grand
Encampment, at its triennial sessions, where they would have good reason to
expect a most courteous and fraternal reception, and all that satisfaction which
justice would require. Such a course I submit to you, would be in accordance
with our professions, teachings, the principles of our Order, and the provisions of
our constitution ; while open rebellion against lawful and constitutional authority,
i necessarily antimasonic and indefensible.

By the constitution of Templar Masonry, by the vows and obligations of the
officers and members of each Subordinate, it has no existence except in fealty,
by creation from its superior, and its constant and continued relation to such
superior government ; the constitution of which, all have solemnly sworn to
maintain and support. This same solemn obligation rested upon each individual
Templar, before the organization of the Subordinate of which he became a
member.

The application was made to the Grand Encampment of the United States
(then called General Grand Encampment,) for authority, or a Charter, to organize
and form such State Grand Encampment or Commandery, subordinate to, and
under the jurisdiction and government of, that of the United States—and when
80 formed, a constitution was adopted in fealty to the parental source from whence
it emanated, and it became, and was necessarily dependent for its existence
upon that fealty and subordinate relation.

A resolution, therefore, by such Subordinate, declaring itself independent of
its superior, is palpably a violation of the obligation of a Templar—a violation of
the constitution of such Subordinate and that of the Grand Encampment of the U,
States—and moreover puts such Subordinate out of existence. And it follows
that it would be theduty of the Grand Encampment of the United States, with
all its Subordinates, to have no Knightly communication with those erring
members. And moreover, it would be the imperative duty of the Grand Master
of Templars, forthwith and on behalf of the Grand Encampment of the United
States, not only to publicly interdict all intercouse between the faithful and true
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Templars, in the United States and elsewhere, and such rebellious subjects, but
also to issue his warrant under the constitution of the Grand Encampment, to the
chartered Subordinates in the State who bad remained faithful to their profession,
to meet and form a Grand Commandery for the State ; and also and before such
State Subordinate was formed, to individuals of nine or more of faithful Templars,
as occasion might require, to issue his dispensation for forming a new Com-
mandery, directly Subordinate to that of the United States. And in the end,
these who continued in rebellion, and without the shield and protection of our
time-honored institution, would be seriously circumstanced in their relations to
the other Orders of Ancient Craft Masonry—occupying to themselves the solitary
position of irregular, if not clandestine Masons.

It is due to my fellow Knights here assembled, and to all others throughout
our jurisdiction, to state, that immediately upon my receiving the official evidence
of the unfortunate action of this Subordinate, in the passage of the resolutions of
independence of the Grand Encampment, I prepared the papers, in discharge of
my official duty, having for the result what I have before stated, but withheld
them from publication from fraternal considerations ; and, in the belief that the
hasty and erroneous action at Massillon, did not meet the response (as far as
informed) of any of the Subordinates of this State, as it did not, I was personally
assured by your Grand Commander, meet his approbation ; and that he desired
to call his Command together at an early day to reconsider and rescind that
action. It is likewise due to that Right Eminent officer, to state that he was
earnestly desirous to have none of the proceedings in that matter sent abroad.

I desired, therefore, to use my exertions to aid him in restoring that harmony
which should exist among those whose faith, principles, vows and professions,
are one and the same. And my earnest prayer now is, that all supposed causes
of dissatisfaction may be explained and removed, and with an honest and sincere
wish on the part of all, to know the right, and then with maral courage to pursue
it. That the erring Brethren, now returned to their fealty, may with the whole,
once more and forever thereafler, without discord, unite their hearts and prayers
around our commen altars, in time and in eternity. Let us then calmly look to
the alledged grounds or excuses for arousing feelings of hostility to the Grand
Eacampment of the United States, or for the acts of discord at the late Massillon
meeling.

It is alledged in the second resolution, that the ¢ General Grand Encampment
of the United States,” had ¢ virtually disbanded’’—by reason, it is fair to infer,
of the amendment and revision of its constitution, at Harford, in 1856. That
revised constitution, as reported to the Grand Body by the committee appointed
for that purpose, was printed, and a copy thus furnished each member. The
whole was carefully considered, occupying the attention of that Grand Body for
several days, and after such careful examination, section by section, and after
being amended to the satisfaction of the whole, was deliberately adopted by ax
UNANTMOUS VOTE.

This revised constitution, with one exception, contains no impoertant changes
from the previous ones, unless it be in a thorough and systematic classification
of powers and duties ; the leaving out the prefix to names of the Grand Body
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and its officers, and the restoring to State Grand and individual Subordinates,
their legitimate Templar pame of Commanderies. All the main principles and
provisions are the same as are contained in the revised constitution that preceded
the present; incorporating in the present, however, the substance of two or three
resolutions of a general nature, in full force, and more appropriately now
embodied in the constitution. The one exception to which I alluded was not
reported by the committee. They steadily desired, and with unanimity, to
make no change of principle, and would not have united, upon the important
change that was inserted by the Grand Body. That change was in authorizing
‘“ an appeal to be taken by any member from the decision of the chair, on any
question under consideration therein.” ¢ Provided, however, that such appeal
shall not be maintained unless two-thirds of all the members present shall vote
therefor.” This anoraly in Masonic history and Masonic government, is
confined and limited to the Grand Body in which it originated. Did the Grand
Body * disband” itself by thus revising, amending, or altering its constitution

By a provision in the first constitution, adopted in 1816, are these words with
authority, ¢ The General Grand Encampment shall be competent on concurrence
of two-thirds of its members present at any time hereafter, to revise, amend, or
ALTER this constitution.”

That constitution has been revised, amended, or altered, reveral times since
1816, each retaining as the present one does, the same provision for revision,
amendment or alteration.

Every lawful and worthy Templar made in the United States, under the
government and authority of that Grand Body, or affiliated in any of its
Subordinates, is under a solemn obligation to maintain that constitution ; and as
the same may be, under the above provision, from time to time, revised,
amended or altered, ‘

Again: The committee appointed at Lexington, in 1853, to revise the consti-
tution, were not only vested with discretionary power, as to reporling amend-
ments in general, but were expressly ‘ authorized to report such changes in the
organization as will make the Order in this country conform more completely to
the system of ancient Knights Templar.” That committee consisted of Sir
Charles Gilman, of Baltimore, Sir C. W. Moore, of Boston, Sir W. T. Gould, of
Georgia, and Sir A. G. Mackey, of South Carolina, appointed by the chair. And
by resolution, the Grand Master was made chairman of the committee. Sub-
sequently, Sir Robert Morris, of Kentucky, was added as a member. These
distinguished Knights associated with the Grand Master, are, each of them, truly
illustrious for talents, enlarged experience, and disinterested devotion to the cause
of Masonry.

It was well known to the committee, as to all Templars who had investigated
the subject, that in the *eystem of ancient Knights Templar,” the subordinates
to the supreme power, or head of the Order, were called Priories, and Pre-
ceptories. The officer at the head of the Priory was called the Grand Prior, in
its establishment and in the monastic or clerical language, and Grand Com-
mander in its military. In like manner, the one at the head of a Preceptory,
was called the Preceptor, or Commander. The Priory was generally, if not
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always, more extensive in its jurisdiction, than a Preceptory—as for example, the
Grand Priory of England. The committee, therefore, in re-organizing titles
(without affecting powers,) selected the names for Subordinates, known to the
“system of ancient Knights Templar,” and adopted and reported thoze of R. E.
Grand Commanders, for the States, and Em. Commanders for their and other
Subordinates ; thus restoring to those Subordinates their ancient title and name,
as well known, and as common in use, as their other, of Prior and Preceptor. A
governing reason for this selection, was, that the one being monastic, in terms,
was supposed not to be as acceptable to our American habits of thought and
association, as the other. )

The term Encampment, in the ‘“system of ancient Knights Templar,” was
not applied to any of their departments of power, or government. Our Ritual
shows the absence of that term, but retains the most ancient and correct term
and title of Commander, and Commanderies. This restoration of the true and
legitimate names to our Subordinates, was approved, as before stated, by an
unanimous vote. We all profess the desire to have our organization and work
conform, as much as is reasonably possible, to the system of the *ancient
Knights Templar.” There was with our ancient Knights but one Grand Master ;
no such thing as ¢ General” was ever prefixed to his name; and with the
restoration to the Subordinates of their correct title, it became unnecessary to
have this anti-templar prefix. In ancient times the Grand Master of Templars
was elected and chosen in a Chapter, called for that and other purposes. Then,
and until a comparatively recent period in the history of Masonry, Royal Arch
Chapters, Grand and Subordinate, were alike unknown. The occupation of the
name of Chapters, in the United States, by our Brethren of the Holy Royal Arch,
was probably a sufficient reason for not using the term Chapter in our Order. So
too, and doubtless, the fathers of our Temple in the United States had important
reasons for embodying the general regulations for the government of Templars
in a “Constitution” instead of * Statules.” Some of our Subordinates—among
which the illustrious Grand Commandery of New York, was, I believe, the first
—have wisely embodied their regulations in ¢ Statutes,” thus preserving and
perpetuating the term used by our *‘ancient Knights Templar.”

I am aware that, leng after the establishment of our Order, by its founders, and
after the Order bad attained its height of glory and of power, the term Encamp-
ments became in use, and like the Baldwin Encampment, in England (which
claims to have been established before the year 1780,) have continued in
existence until the present day ; and that the word has, for a long series of years
past, been domesticated and used, to designate the department of power and
government of Knights Templar.

I will next call your attention to an error of much magnitude, that has
manifested itself in this State, fo wit : that the Grand Encampment of the United
States was created, and exercises powers delegated, by this and other State
Grand Commanderies, This error may possibly have obtained elsewhere. A
reference to the first organization of the Graud Encampment of the United
Siates, will show the entire fallacy of this assumption.

In the convention that formed the constitution, in 1816, not a State Grand
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Encampment appears upon record. A copy fiom the original minutes I herewith
transcribe :

“ At a convention holden at Mason’s Hall, in the city of New York, on the
twentieth and twentyfirst of June, A. D. 1816, consisting of Delegates, or Knights
Companions, from eight Councils and Encampments of Knighte Templar, and
the appendant Orders, viz:

Boston Encampment, Boston.

St. John’s Encampment, Providence.
Ancient Encampment, New York.
Temple Encampment, Albany.
Montgomery Encampment, Stillwater.
St. Paul’s Encampment, Newburyport.
Newport Encampment, Newport.
Darius Encampment, Portland.”

When they “formed, adopted, and ratified,” a constitution, which they, in its
first section, declared should be a General Grand Encampment of Knights
Templar, and the appendant Orders, for the United States of America. This
constitution is in print, and accessible to all, and has been handed down to us, of
the present day, in full force and vigor, revised and amended, from time to time,
as the good of the institution required.

The first article, and first section, states of whom the General Grand Encamp
ment shall be composed. It is made to consist of the G. G. Master, and the
other G. G. Officers, all Past G. G. Masters, Deputy G. G. Masters, G. G.
Generalissimos, and G. G. Captains General of the G. Grand Encampment ; the
Grand Masters, Deputy Grand Masters, Grand Generalissimos, and Captains
General of all such State Grand Encampments as may be instituted, or holden by
. virtue of this Constilution; and the said enumerated officers, or their proxies,
shall be the only members and voters in the said G. Grand Encampment. After
ward, in September, 1826, by an amendment made to the constitution, Subor
dinates, and chartered Encampments, by their first four officers, jointly with one
vote, had the right secured to them of a representation in the General Grand
Encampment. This constitution looked to the institution and establishment of
Subordinates, both State and individual, in all the States and Territories of the
United States, All authority necessary for the government and well-being of
Templar Masonry in the United States, was vested in it, and flowed from i.
And the supervisory power over all was full and ample. It was made as similar
to the system of government of our ¢ ancient Knights Templar,”” as circumstances
would permit. A heud government, as the source of power creating and
supervising Subordinates, both Grand and individual, answering to the places
and jurisdiction of Priories, Preceptories, and Commanderies of old. Its juris
diction over the whole, and over all Stales and Territories in which new |
Encampments, or Commanderies were to be established, was ample and complete.
Each individual Encampment, or Commandery, before existing, by the principles
and usages of our Order, must have been subordinate and under fealty to its
superior. That superior was to be found in Europe. But the independence of
these United States in civil government; the love of liberty, and the love of
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that country where their liberty dwelt and was maintained, was shared in common
by our Masonic citizens, who indeed were foremost in the struggle for Home-
rule, and the establishment of our own Federal government, by a Constitution,
immortal for its wisdom, and destined, I trust, to be immortal in its perpetuity.
Hence it is fair to presume, that the worthy Templars composing each of those
individual Encampments, preferred that their chief head, and chief government,
should be in their own country ; and that its jurisdiction should be bounded only
by the civil jurisdiction of such government. Like the Knights of old, when a
Grand Master was to be chosen, the officers assembled in Convention, or Chapter,
elected their Chief, and adopted such statutes, or regulations, as the good of the
Order required.

There were great and good men in that convention, who founded our present
Chief Government. Many of them renowned for their learning, and distinguish-
ed as among the ablest men of the nation, and all Illustrious as Masons, of
enlarged experience and undoubted love of the Order. I need but mention the
names of the principal officers elected and serving under that new constitution,
to awaken the most profound respect for the memories of those valiant and
magnanimous Knights,

There was the M. E. and Hon. Dewitt Clinton, of N. Y., G. G. Master.
Thos. Smith Webb, Esq., of Boston, D. G. G. Master.
Henry Fowle, Esq., of Boston, G. G. Generalissimo.

Ezra Ames, Esq., of Albany, G. G. Capt. General.

Rev. Paul Dean, of Boston, G. G. Prelate.

Martin Hoffman, Esq., of N. York, G. G. Sen. Warden.
John Carlisle, Esq., of Providence, R. L., G. G. Jr. Warden.
Peter Grinnell, Esq., of Providence, R. I., G. G. Treasurer.
John J. Loring, Esq., of Boston, G. G. Recorder.

Thos. Lounds, Esq., of N. York, G. G. Warder.

John Snow, Esq., of Providence, R. I., G. G. Stand. Bearer.
Jonathan Schieffilen, of N. York, G. G. Sword Bearer.

They united upon a government as strictly in accordance with that of our
“ancient Knights Templar’’ as circumstances would permit.

This striking similarity will appear manifest, by adverting to the original and
most ancient government of our Order.

{To be Continued. }

AT thesixtythird Annual meeting of Middlesex Lodge, Framingham, the following
officers were elected for the current year :—

Charles E. Horne, W. M. ; Thomas B. Hammond, 8. W.; Silas B. Wilde, J.
W.; Adam Hemenway, 2d, Treas. ; J.F. Tenney, Sec’y. ; Rev. Paul Dean, Chap. ;
Rev. Josiah H. Temple, S. D.; Horatio Allen, J. D.; William Hastings, M. ;
Franklin Cloyes, S. S. ; John A. Angus, J. 8.; Thomas Washburne, Tyler.

Concord Chapter, at the same place, also elected the following :—

Com. Jonathan Greenwood, H. P. ; Ezekiel B. Phillips, K.; Abiel S. Lewis, 8. ;
Charles R. Train, C. of Host ; Charles E. Horne, P, S.; Derby M. Gerry, R. A.
C. ; Franklin Cloyes, John W. Osgood, and Silas B. Wilde, Masters of Veils ; Rev.
Josiah H. Temple, Chap. ; Adam Hemenway, 2d, T. ; J. F. Tenney, Sec. ; Mirandu
Page, 8. 8. ; Lyman Howard, { és.:; Thomas Washburne, T.
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TOUCHES ON THE TRESTLE-BOARD—NO. 2.
FURTHER REMARKS ON THE NUMERAL SEVEN.

SEVERAL yeanrs ago, I was attending Court at Topsham, adjacent to Brunswick,
in Maine, and as [ was returning to my lodgings in the latter place in the
evening, 1 observed the Northern Lights looming up around the polar star in a
most splendid manner. A crackling sound in the air could be perceived, while
the flashes increased rapidly, darted to and fro in sudden coruscations, and then
radiating in lines of light, ascended to the zenith. The luminous forces soon
gathered in a vast arch overhead, spanning the sky from east to west, and then in
one broad, brilliant belt rested at each end on the horizon. It wasa gorgeous
spectacle, seen in various parts of the United States.

As this Auroral phenomenon spread like a celestial ecliptic before my eye, so
the subject of these remarks seems to expand over the earth and heavens, as |
contemplate this favorite number of Deity.

We have touched on a variety of scriptural applications of this numeral in the
Old Testament. One more reference occurs to memory, which, like many
others, is fruitful in instruction. I allude to the seven deadly sins, * which the
Lord doth hate,” meuntioned in Proverbs, Chap. vi.: A proud look—a lying
tongue—hands that shed innocent blood—a heart that deviseth wicked imagina-
tions—feet swift in running t> mischief—a false witness—and he that soweth
discord among brethren.

But the number seven is not confined to the primordial colors of Light, nor to
the elementary notes of Music—nor to the moral and religious duties of the
Hebrew nation. It comes forth in the awful and tenebrious glimpses of woe, as
we look down the vista 1o the world of the lost, or trace it, where a Divine finger
points to the Zodiac in the panorama of those who dwell in light and immeortality.
The author of the Christian religion, who never spake without wisdom nor
uttered a word without meaning and without force, has told us that when the
unclean spirit is gone out of a man he goeth and taketh seven other spirits
worse than himself;—and it is written on the record of eternal life, and it is
there stated, not as an Oriental figure of speech, but as a faot, that out of Mary
Magdalene he cast seven devils. And was eshe not, after that, first at the Cross
and first at the Sepulchre of our Lord ?

It is, however, in the Book of Revelations where this remarkable number
stands out in bold relief and sometimes with a terrible solemnity. There are the
seven Churches of Asia ;—the seven spirits before the throne of the ALyicuTY,
in whose right hand are seven stars and before whose throne are seven lamps of
fire burning, which are the seven spirits of God ;—the Book sealed with seven
seals, and no man in heaven, on earth, aeither under the earth, was able to open
the Book or look thereen;—the seven golden Candlesticks;—the Lamb with
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of Gop sent forth into
all the earth ;—seven angels with seven trumpets ;—seven thunders uttered their
voices ;—seven angels with the seven last plagues ;—and seven golden vials full
of odors, which are the prayers of the Saints. Such is the repeated use of this
sacred number, when the lights and shadows]of the Spirit-world which surrounds
us, are revealed but partially, and with a dream like indistinctness, touching that
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coming drama which belongs to eternity. The seven colors of the rainbow and
the seven notes of music are here set in a Chromatic strain, portentous, soul-
stirring and of deep import to mortal man ; the surroundings are surpassingly
sublime, the actors are angels, and heaven aud earth are shaken as by the
tremors of an earthquake ; until at last the successive scenes cloee in a picture of
such ineffable beauty and bliss, as none but the pen of inspiration could describe
—a pure river of water, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and
of the Lamb—the tree of life—no night there, nor candle, nor light of the sun,
for the Lorp Gob giveth them light and they shall reign forever and ever.

The numeral seven is often used as a multiple in larger numbers, as fortynine
years, (7 times 7), preceding the Jewish jubilee, every fiftietk year, in which all
debts were cancelled, and the alienated inheritances restored tothe heir. Seventy
persons, (7 times 10) were all the souls of the house of Jacob, who went down
to Egypt. In Jeremiah, xxix. Chap., the captivity of Judah for seventy years
(7 times 10) is foretold when their land was to lie a desolation and an astonish-
ment, while they served the king of Babylon; in the earthquake spoken of in
Revelations, where a tenth part of the city fell, there were slain of men seven
thousand (7 times 1,000 The celebrated St. Augustine atiached a mystical
meaning to Scripture numbers, and especially seven. He refers in his works to
the seventyseven generations from Adam to Christ, and the seventyseven times
seven times, our Saviour has bidden us to forgive a brother who has sinned
againat us,

Not alone in the Scriptures do we find this number electand sacred. Whether
by chance or design, it became a favorite among the Greeks and Romans. The
Spartan laws under Lycurgus’s warlike code, took the child, when seven years
of age, from its mother or nurse and placed it at the public school and public
table to be educated for the service of its country ; and at fourteen, the usual
term of seven years apprenticeship to learn any trade, an, or mechanical mystery,
formerly commenced under the old English law, and also in New England.
Seven illustrious cities contended for the birth-place of Homer; and in ancient
Greece there were seven wise men, shining like stars in the darkness of wars and
crimes—Solon, Thales, Pittacus, Periander, Cleobulus, Chilo and Bias ; and many
of their wise sayings were inscribed on the walls in the celebrated temple of
Delphi, the revered place of oracles. Rome was built on seven hills, on which,
according to the Zneid in the sixth book, stood seven towers, and there were just
seven successive kings of Rome, before the government was changed to the annual
consulship in the “ eternal city.” And Virgil tells that Juno, when she besought
Zolus to destroy the Trojan fleet, offered the gods of the winds to give in
wedlock, one out of twice seven beautiful nymphs which attended her ;

“ Sunt mihi bis septem preestanti corpore nym phee

Other illustrations may occur to the reader, for the subject is by no means ex-
bausted. In my contemplation of this mystic numeral, 60 prominent in the volume
of inspiration, I was led to think of numbers running into infinity—far, far beyond
human numeration or conception. What mysterious numerical calculations must
have passed through— or rather been present in every form and variety in the mind
of that great and wonderful Being, who has * weighed the mountains in scales and
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the hills in abalance?” We are taught by a Divine Teacher that the very hairs of
our head are all numbered. The astonishing discoveries of Sir Isaac Newton and
the progress of abstruse sciences are continually demonstrating more and more,
that this invisible and omniscient MaTrEMATICIAN—if ] may so speak without
irreverence to his Holy name—has numerated his works and meted out all the
elementary substances in nature according to arithmetrical proportions. We
know that the sun, moon and planets, and all the heavenly bodies have their
fixed times and seasons, to the day, the hour and the second. But, who can read
without admiration and astonishment the late researches of Jonx DaLtoN—a
second Newton in the importance of his chemical discoveries. He has proved
in his Atomic Theory that all compound substances are regulated by a law of
definite, constant proportions ; for instance, water which is composed of hydrogen
and oxygen gas, always contains in weight eight parts of oxygen to one of
hydrogen. “If a substance can combine with eight parts of oxygen, the least
next quantity it combines with is 16. It never combines with 8 and 2-3ds, 8 and
4-5ths, or 8 and 9-10ths, or any fraction whatever; but if it overstep the 8, it goes
right on to the 16th before it is saturated.”” The weight of oxygen must always
be eight times greater than that of hydrogen, let the multiples be ever so large,
and whether from lake, river, sea or rain water. In that very valuable periodical,
Littel’s Living Age, No. 49, April, 1845, the curious reader may find an
elaborate account of this distinguished chemist and his profound researches.

For ought we know, a contemplation of the mechanism of the universe, which
the GREAT UNUTTERABLE has created, and of the beautiful order and exactitude
which his infinite wisdom has contrived, may form some part of that ineffable
bliss which fills the Divine mind. I know of no passage in the Holy Book,
which gives us a more consoling and heart-cheering idea of his nature, than the
three short words of the beloved disciple, Gop is Love. Before his All-seeing
Eye the stupendous orbs of starry and planetary worlds move like some clock-
work. Each heavenly body knows its place; each revolves in exact times by
laws Hk has ordained ; and thus will move on for innumerable years, and
perhaps—forever! For the magnificent idea of Dr. Chalmers in his Astronomical
sermons, may be true—and who can gainsay it%—that there is a central orb,
around which the whole universe with all its systems revolves, and on which the
more immediate dwelling of the CreaToR rests. If so, the conflagration of this
poor, depraved, war-fighting planet may not involve a single heavenly body be-
yond its own guilt. ILH. S

A FRATERNAL VISIT.

A correspoNDENT of the Traveller under date, Portsmouth, Feb. 1st, 1858,
writes as follows :—

“On Wednesday evening last, a delegation of Freemasons from St John's
and St. Andrew’s Lodges of this city, made an excursion to Haverhill, Mass.,
and visited their Brethren of the mystic tie in that flourishing town. The New
Hampshire visitors, among whom was Mayor Morrison, were received by the
members of Merrimac Lodge, of Haverhill, and were much gratified with the
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inspection of the elegant hall recently fitted up by the Haverhill Brethren. Its
extensive arrangements, rich furniture, and tasteful decoration, drew forth
frequent encomiums from the visiting Brethren. After leaving the hall, the
guests, with a goodly number from Merrimac Lodge, sat down to a rich repast at
the Eagle Hotel, which was prepared in a style worthy of the Veteran Brown,
who has so long catered for the public taste in Haverhill. The ediblesyhaving
been discussed, the company was called to order by Brother Chase, and a
pleasant hour was enjoyed in the interchange of good feelings peculiar to such
occasions. The Portsmouth Brethren departed the next morning for home, well
pleased with their visit, and with hearts full of gratitude for the kind hospitalities
of their Haverhill friends.

PRESENTATION OF A P.MASTER'’S JEWEL.
St. Augustine, Fla., Dec. 29, 1857.

R. W. Br. Moore—I forward you for publication, (if you deem it worthy of space,)
in your valuable Magazine, a portion of the proceedings of St. John's Lodge, No.
12, on the 2Sth inst., on which occasion a beautiful_Past Master’s Jewel was
presented by the Lodge to Bro. P. M. Gad Humphreys, as a testimonial of their
appreciation of his long and useful services, as presiding officer of their Body.

Yours fraternally,
Jno. Lort PaiLLies, Sec'y St. John's Lodge, No, 12.

ADDRESS BY BRO. D. R. DUNHAM.

Worshipful Brother Gad Humphreys—Brother Howard and myself have been
selected by the members of St. John’s Lodge, as being (yourself excepted) the only
ones remaining of the original founders of the Lodge, to present you as a testimonial
of their respect and esteem, and their high appreciation of your long and valuable
services as the W. M. of the Lodge, this Past Master’s Jewel.

For more than seventeen years—almost from the very foundation of the Lodge,
you have worn the Master's Jewel with great credit to yourself, and by your
dignity of deportment, suavity and impartiality, eminently promoted the prosper-
ity, harmony and well being of the Body over which you have presided.

Itis with heartfelt regret, that %e, even after so long a term of service, now
reluctantly consent to your wish to retire from that chair you have so worthily
flled. But we sincerely trust, that the precept and example of your Masonic
virtues and knowledge, may long continue a bright and shining light among us;
that the Grand Architect of the Universe may grant you, in health and prosperity,
long to live, and, that as an old and honored member of the Fraternity, the bright-
pess of your Past Master's Jewel undimned, may illumine the Craft for a period,
durable and clear, as the light of the Jewel of the Master while borne by you
shed its rays on the Brethren of St. John's Lodge, No. 12.

REPLY OF W. BRO. P. M. GAD HUMPHREYS.

Brethren of St. John’s Lodge, No. 12—It would be an unbecoming affectation of
indifference, to the good opinions of those with whom I have been so long, and to
myself, at least, agreeably connected in the bands of fraternal labor and good will,
and 1 should do violence to my owa feelings, were I not to express, to the extent to
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which I can command adequate language, how sensibly and deeply my heartis
impressed by your kindness on the present occasion, a kindness, not the less valued,
that I am fain to imagine it to be, in a great measure, an emanation from that spirit
of wide spreading generosity, which is a leading feature in the character of the
brotherhood.

We have most of us, wrought together, for a long term of years, at the venerated
Temple of Masonry ; and it is a fact, that may be stated without incurring a just
charge of vain boasting, and one which cannot fail to be a source of pleasing
reflection to us all, that during this period it has been the high privilege of our
Lodge to prepare and send forth into the field of brotherly love, relief, and truth,
many workmen who, by their fidelity and skill, in disseminating the sublime
principles of our Order, have not only done honor to themselves, but credit to this,
the School, in which their first lessons in the art and mysteries of the Craft were
imparted to them.

For this blessing upon our labors, we are, however, to an essential extent,
indebted to the Supreme Architect of the Universe, and to himn, as a reasonable and
just tribute, let our praises ascend in thankfulness and gratitude. You have been
pleased to allude, through your appointed organ, (one of the three remaining
founders of this Lodge) in terms of highly flattering commendation to my services,
as your presiding officer, and to ascribe much of the prosperity of this particular
Masonic body to those services. In response to this liberal ascription, I feel that
I may, without egotism, say, that so far as an honest, never faltering desire, to be
useful to, and advance the welfare and glory of, our time honored institution, are
concerned, you have done me but justice, though I cannot but fear, that you have
greatly overrated my ability to contribute to that hallowed end ; and it is but right
to remark in this connection, that whatever of success and proficiency have been
achieved by St. John's No. 12, in the holy cause of Masonry, are the. result, not of
the endeavors of a single individual, however zealous, but of our joint determina-
tion and harmonious efforts, sustained by the smiles of an over-ruling providence,
in that cause ; and I would here Brethren suggest, that to ensure a continuance of
our existing prosperity, it is only requisite to continue that harmony of action and
course of well doing, which have, as a general proposition, thus far distinguished
your proceedings as members of a society of friends and brothers, whose only con-
tention, or rather emulation should be, of who can best work and best agree. Per-
mit me, then, in all kindness of heart, to admonish you to persevere, in the practice
of every commendable virtue, and to let yourdight, as craftsmen, so shine, (by the
uprightness of your daily walk) before men, as to put to shame the revilers of our
Order, for by so doing, shall you secure the approval of your own consciences, and
aid in the promotion of that pure benevolence of heart, and charity of deed, whose
expansiveness should know no bounds, and should be prominently exhibited in your
lives and conduct—and to establish which, was a great, if not the main purpose of
our ancient organization.

Let no motive, therefore, induce you to swerve from your duty, as volunteers in
that righteous service in which you have enrolled yourselves, but let the goveraing
maxim in your future, as Masons be, onward and upward.

This Jewel, my Brethren, intrinsically valuable, as it certainly is, has, in my
estimation, an inexpressibly higher value, not only as a fit emblem of Masonry, bat
as an inestimably precious token of your fraternal appreciation, and while asking
your acceptance of my thanks, (as a feeble return) for this beautiful demonstration
of your regard, I beg to assure you, that it will be to me a bright remembrancer of
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my past gratifying association with you, and I would at the same time, humbly
implore the great author of light and the giver of all good, that it may be to me,
io the brief hereafter, of my earthly pilgrimage, though a silent, an ever heeded
mouitor, to a faithful performance of those duties, which all men owe, and which
we, as Masons, are especially bound by the sacredness of our engagements, duly
to discharge, toward our maker and our fellow-men.

GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS.

Tars excellent and flourishing Grand Lodge held its annual communication
for 1857, at the city of Springfield, in October last. There was a very large
attendance of representatives of Lodges, and the proceedings indicate the Order
in the State to be in a healthy and highly prosperous condition. The opening
address of the Grand Master, M. W. James H. Hibbard, is a well-written and
interesting paper. Our Brother says—

“I congratulate you, my Brethren, on the prosperous condition which our Order
exhibits at this time throughout this jurisdiction. Although it was entrusted to
young and rather inexperienced hands, yet, I trust our standard has been raised one
nicke higher. Freemasonry is a great crucible, in which human elements are
analyzed, and from which the incompatible ingredients must be extrnded, before
the pure meta!s can be amalgamated, and made to serve their valuable purposes.
And although no merely human Institution was ever raised on better principles or
a more solid foundation, yet it has been abused and perverted from its legitimate
tendencies by those of its initiates who could not appreciate its excellent tenets. I
feel confident to assert, however, that so far as my knowledge extends, more care
has been taken during the past year, in scrutinizing the material that has been
offered toward the erection of our great moral and Masonic edifice, than in former
years, and that our Lodges are becoming more strict in their discipline of unworthy
members who have crept into our Lodges through negligence and inattention.”

The Grand Master states that he has issued during the year, Dispensations for
twentysiz new Lodges, and fittingly adds—

“To the Committee on Lodges U. D., I would say, scrutinize closely the work of
these Lodges, for I know some have done very irregular work ; ascertain, if possible,
the locality and material to work upon of each Lodge, and if you find any one or
more in regard to which there is the least doubt as to their ability to do correct
work, or to live and prosper, so report them. There is more danger of our numbers
inereasing too rapidly, than of diminishing.

The Grand Master pays the following just and honorable compliment to the
excellent Grand Secretary, R. W. Brother H. G. REy~ovLpe, Esq. :—

‘“ Every Brother present, no doubt, knows how much depends upon the efficiency
of the Secretary of a Lodge. How necessary for him to be honest and faithful in
the discharge of his duties, and always prepared to render an account of his doings,
and to give any information in his power, in regard to the business transactions of
the Lodge. But how much more depends upon tke efficiency of a Grand Secretary.
He necessarily receives Masonic information from all parts of the jurisdiction, and
his Foreign Correspondence being very extensive, he is thereby enabled to present
us facts, useful in the government of the Craft. He should, therefore, be a gentle-
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man of good mental acquirements, obliging and courteous in his deportment, and
occupying that position in society, and carrying that address that will enable him
to give dignity to the office and reflect honor upon the Fraternity. It is with much
pleasure I am enabled to say, that we have in our present Grand Secretary, all
those estimable qualifications, together with those of indefatigable industry and
Saithfulness. Long may he enjoy our confidence by occupying his present position.
And [ cannot omit, in justice to my own feelings, to express my gratitude to our
R. W. Grand Secretary, and also to M. W. P. Grand Master Hobbs, for their
valuable aid and counsel in my labors during the year. In fact without which, my
own incapacity would have been still more apparent.”

The report of the Committee of Correspondence is from the pen of the Grand
Secretary, and is a sensible and well-drawn paper. Speaking of the rejection of
the “articles of union,” by the Grand Lodge of New York, our Brother says:—

“In this, your Committee think the Grand Lodge of New York acted wisely.
Any other course would have seriously impaired her influence, and embarrassed
those Grand Lodges which so uniformly and earnestly defended the regular Grand
Lodge of New York.

* And, would it notbe a wise course for that Grand Lodge to avoid all committees
or parley upon the subject, and if the Phillips party desire peace, let them make
respectful propositions in writiog to the Grand Lodge. They went out—let them,
voluntarily, return.

¢ The Phillips party unanimously accepted the articles of union, and seemed
anxious to make peace, but such a peace would have carried with it a sacrifice of
the dignity of the Grand Lodge, while the Phillips party would, practically, have
obtained all they have been contending for.”

The Graud Lodge adopted the following resolution, on this subject :—

“ Resolved, That this Grand Lodge do highly commend the position taken by the
Grand Lodge of New York in relation to the articles of Union proposed for adoption
to said Grand Lodge, as a settl t of differ between said Grand Lodge and
the so-called Phillips Grand Lodge.”

Reserving some further extracts from the report for separate articles, we close
our notice of it in this place with the following resolutions, which, on the recom-
mendation of the committee, were adopted by the Grand Lodge :—

 Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Illinois cordially extends to the Grand
Lodge of Canada the right hand of fellowship, and a hearty welcome into the
American Constellation of Grand Lodges.

¢ Resolved, That advancement in the degrees may be stayed at any time, for
good reasons, by the Lodge or the Master.

¢ Resolved, That the so-called side degrees are very pernicious in their general
effect upon Masonry, and the conferring them hereafter within Masonic Lodge
rooms is prohibited throughout this jurisdiction.

¢ Resolved, That the Lodges in Illinois, are forbidden, under the highest penalty,
to receive as visitors or to hold Masonic Intercourse with any person hailing from
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of New York, of which the M. ‘W. Joux L.
Lxwis, Jr., is Grand Master, without a certificate certifying that the Brother there-
in named was made a Mason in a regular and duly constituted Lodge, which at the
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time of said making was working under the authority of a constitutional and
lawfully organized Grand Lodge, or otherwise has been duly and lawfully ¢ healed’
by competent authority ; that the said Brother is now in regular standing as a
Mason, and is true in his allegiance to the said Grand Lodge of New York.

¢ Resolved, That this Grand Lodge will sustain the action of any Subordinate
Lodge under its jurisdiction in punishing by reprimand, suspension or expulsion,
any member who shall be found guilty of the inordinate use of intoxicating drinks
great profanity, gambling, quarreling with, or abusing a Brother Mason."”

WITHHOLDING DEGREES.

Is it legal to withhold the degree after a candidate has been balloted for ?

The Grand Master of Texas argues the question in this manner :

* One question has been so often submitted to me, during my term of office, in
different forms and from different quarters, that 1 consider it proper to present it to
the Grand Lodge, that it may be finally determined. It is this: 1f objection be
made, after a candidate has been balloted for and elected, but before a degree has
been conferred upon him, should he receive the degree, and, if not, is it, or not, the
duty of the Worshipful Master to withhold its conferment? I have uniformly
decided that, in such a case, it should not be conferred, and that it is the duty of
the Worshipful Master to refuse it.

1 maintain that ¢ peace and harmony’ lie at the foundation of all Masonic
association and intercourse. Equally elementary is the rule that the ¢ consent’ of a
Lodge, to the ‘ making’ of a Brother, must be unanimous. These principles will
not be disputed ; nor should they be evaded or overruled by quibbles or techicalities.
The ballot is but the evidence of the consent of the Brethren. At the time when
taken it is final, as it evidences the consent then given. But if time elapse before
the candidate is actually inducted into the portals of our temple, some subsequent
reason may induce the withdrawal of the consent. And, whenever the Master of
a Lodge is made aware that the unanimity of the consent, first given, is broken, he
is out of the line of his duty, if he suffer a degree to be conferred. The only
limitation upon this rule, which our Grand Lodge has established, is this: That
when a Brother, who was present and voted affirmatively, afterwards objects to the
admission of the candidate, he should state his reasons for objecting, that the
Lodge may judge of them. I doubt whether this is the old rule, strictly. It is,
bowever, judicious, and its effects will, doubtless, be salutary. But if a Brother be
absent when the ballot is taken, yet, before the conferment of the degree, signifies
his objection, it is manifest, not only that the degree must be withheld, but that he
cannot be called upon to disclose his ground of objection. The reasons for such a
rule are numerous and satisfactory.”

The practice of conferring degrees against the wishes of members, (say the
committee of correspondence of the Grand Lodge of Illinois) is a growing evil.
The ear of the Master of a Lodge should ever be open to hear the objections of
members, in confidence, and if the objection be either reasonable or tangible, the
degree should be withheld. True it is, that many are rejected upon frivolous
grounds, yet, where one is improperly rejected, five are improperly admitted, and
those who never should have been made Masons, are the very ones to reject good
men, and they often do it as a matter of retaliation.

19
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GRAND CHAPTER OF MARYLAND.

WE have been politely favored with a copy of the proceedings of this Grand
Chapter at its annual communication in Baltimore in November last. The
session was opened with a brief address by the M. E H. P. Comp, E. 8.
Courtney, from which we give the following extract :—

“I would most respectfully call your attention to an evil, which I fear will, if
not checked, prove oPegreat injury to a healthful growth of the Order. [ refer to
the practice of hurrying candidates through the degrees. A candidate should
be required to make such proficiency in the preceding degree, as to euable him
10 stand a thorough examination before he is permitted to take another.

“ know the inconvenience, in many instances, attending the carrying out of
this suggestion, yet where it can be done, the candidate should avail himself of
the necessary instruction, and the Chapter refuse his further progress until he
does. We all, very naturally, wish to see our membership list increased, but
when it is to be done at the risk of injury to the Royal Craft, I feel sure none of
us would desire it. A knowledge of the principles of the Order can best be
acquired, by studying the work and lectures in the several degrees. Blessed as
we are, with membership in an institution, the purity and morality of whose
teaching is second 10 none but the Chuich of Christ, it becomes us to guard well
its portals, and see that those admitted to enjoy its privileges will earnesly
endeavor to know its principles, and practise the duties enjoined, so that in
h‘t;lr!ding tgt’a,m down to posterity, the ancient landmarks may not be impaired or
obliterated.

The principal business, and the only matter of general interest, before the

body, was the report of the committee on correspondence, from the pen of
* Com. B. B. French; and it is quite unnecessary for us to add that it isan able and
well written document. Itis of great length, covering thirtytwo pages of the
printed proceedings, and discusses with ability and directness, many of the most
important questions now before this bianch of the Fraternity, We should be
glad to lay the whole of it before our readers, but must, for want of space,
confine our selections to a few short paragraphs. Discussing the question as to
how far the G. G. Chapter would feel itself authorized to interfere with the
proceedings of the State Grand Chapters, the committee arrive at the following
conclnsion :—

¢ All which goes to show that the General Grand Chapter will entertain an
appeal from an individual Companion from the action of a Grand Chapter, and
that it will investigate and act upon any action of a Grand Chapter, howsoever
brought to its notice, ¢ in contravention’ of the Constitution of the G. G. Chaper,
or of the ¢ principles of Royal Arch Masonry.’

“The broad principle settled seems, to_your committee, to be this—that the
G. G. Chapter will not interfere with any difficulties that may arise betweena
Grand Chapter and its subordinates—but will undertake to settle difficulties
between iwo or more Grand Chapters, or between Grand Chapters and individual
Companions.”

On the subject of the opposition to the G. G. Chapter which seems to prevail
in different sections of the country, the committee say —

“ Your committee believe that, notwithstanding the G. G. Chapter has not done
all that was expected of it, that it has done a vast deal to sustain Royal Arch
Masonry in the United States, and that it is greatly to be deplored that there is
so much oppoeition to its existence. We hope it may go on and prosper, and do
the great good of which it is so eminently capable.”
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In this connection we give the following important extract, for future re-
ference :—

‘“ The Grand High Priest, M. M. Tyler, opened the Grand Chapter with an
address, in which he recommends that the Grand Chapter of Kentucky dissolve
her connexion with the General Graud Chapter.

‘“ As ¢ all things look yellow to the jaundiced eye,’ so everything done by the
General Grand Chapter seemed to wear that hue to the eye of our respected
and esteemed Companion, the M. E. Grand H. P. of Kentucky. It is evident
that the mantle of that warm friend of the General Grand Chapter, that ardent
and true Royal Arch Mason, that lamented Companion, Willis Stewart, has not
fallen upon this successor of his in the Royal Arch Oriental chair of Kentucky.
Comp. Tyler remarks, among other things, ‘ No good can result from continuing
the connexion, and in my judgment the time will soon ariive when the S:ate
Grand Chapters will be taxed to support the General Grand Chapter, as she now
has but few sources of revenue.’

* Your committee will reply, that when the State Grand Chapters think proper
{o voluntarily tax themselves, 10 support the General Grand Chapter, they will be
taxed—but not till then.

“They will, also, in this connexion, call the attention of this Grand Chapter,
and all others who may read this reoort, 10 a very interesting fact.

“The account of the General Grand Treasurer, published with the last pro-
ceedings, shows on the 1st day of September last, a balance, in cash, in his
hands, of 86,844 89. The account of the G. G. Secretary shows that he paid the
G. G. Treasurer on the 9th day of September, $415 25, making $7,260 14 in the
hands of the Grand Treasurer on that day. The interest on this sum at six per
cent, is $435 60 per annum—and, without reckoning annual interest, is $1,306
82 for three years,

“The entire pay roll of the General Grand Chapter, at its last meeting,
was $714 50,

“The income of the G. G. Chapter has been, since September, 1856, as is
known to one of your committee, over $400, and may salely be estimated to
amount to over $700 by September, 1859. And your commitiee here aver,
without a shadow of dou{t on their minde, that, with judicious management of
the funds of the G. G. Chapter, it may go on to the end of time, as we sincerely
hope it will, without ever asking a dollar from the State Grand Chapters,—aye
more—it will have, in twenty years, money to give to the Grand Chapters, to aid
them in any necessity into which they may unfortunately fall !

“ So this ghost of a future necessity of taxing the State Grand Chapters, we
hope, is forever laid !

“Carrying out the recommendation of the G. High Priest, Comp. Swigert
offered a resolution, on the first day of the meeting, to dissolve the connexion of
the Grand Chapter of Kentucky with the General Grand Chapter, which was
laid upon the table till Wedneu{ay evening, and then taken up and adopted. So
ghe Gtan'd Chapter of Kentucky 18 no longer a constituent portion of the G. G.

apter !

"}I‘he G. G. Chapter, and the State Grand Chapters are, and ought to be,
independent in their several spheres—the G. G. Chapter when convened, is, in
fact, a congregation of State Grand Chapters, met together for the good of Royal
Arch Masonry, and not to destroy it, and what is done, is actually done by the State
Grand Chapters combined, through their own legal represeniatives, and if those
representatives do not perl{)rm the duties assiﬁned to them by their constituencies
satisfactorily, the power is with the Grand Chapters to correct the evil, and with
them alone. And your committee, say once for all, that they view these attacks
on the G. G. Cha})ler by the State Grand Chapters, as suicidal attempts at their
own destruction !’

On the subject of ¢ calling off,” the committee hold the following views :—
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‘¢ ¢ Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Grand Chapter, the practice of opening
Chapters and calling off from one meeting 1o another, instead of closing the
Chapter, is highly improper, and contrary to the ancient customs and usages of
Royal Arch Masonry ; and the subordinate Chapters are hereby prohibited from
practising such a custom.

“This is a most proper resolution. Your committee have witnessed the bad
effects of this custom of ¢calling off’ beyond the day of meeting, and one of
them has discussed the subject at length in the first number of the Quarterly
Review of Freemasonry. We agree fully with our Kentucky Companions, and
hope the resolution may meet the approbation of this Grand Chapter, so far as it
relates to snbordinate Chapters. Grand Bodies, meeting for business alone, your
committee hold, can be called off from day to day.”

THE SOCIAL PRINCIPLE IN MASONRY.

[We have received a copy of an excellent Address delivered at Paris, Mo., on the 29th Dec.
last, by Bro. Jamgs Carg, from which we give the following extract, and commend it to
our reuders. We have marked two other portions of the Address, which we shall transfer
to our pages as we can spare the necessary space for them] :—

The Masonic is a purely voluntary association. The durability of all voluntary
associations must depend upon some cohesive principles essentially meritorious. If no
other argument save its antiquity could be offered to meet the prejudices of the
uninitiated, that alone should command their respect, and induce them to pause
before they condemn. That such a principle is necessary to attract and retain
the good, to impart strength, solidity and beauty of texture to the organization,
none will deny. On the other hand, the absence of such a principle must
inevitably pre-suppose the existence of an antagonistical one, by the operation of
which results are generated, not confined within the sphere of its own associated
action, but exerting such an influence on the general structure of society, as to
array overwhelming opposition. An institution not based upon virtue and
morality—not having some great laudable end in its establishment, could at
most but linger out a shortlived existence, perishing in the end from ils
own weakness. Such, it seems to me, would be its fate where no active evil
is connected with it. When, however, the object contemplated involves active
evil, by proposing the attainment through the exceptionable means of some selfish,
sinister end, not embracing the good of society, it embodies within itself the
elements of destruction. Passion uncontrolled by reason wars against passion
within, while public sentiment from without, concentrating its mighty energies,
falls upon it with the crushing and overwhelming force of an avalanche. Of the
truth of these remarks, the annals of history afford abundant evidence. Does
it not then, speak volumes in favor of Masonry, that from the earliest times,
pursuing the quiet tenor of its way, promising nothing, asking nothing, hearing
in silence the abuse of its enemies, it has by the sheer force of its meliorating
effects upon society, overcome prejudice, outlived persecution, and won for itself
the countenance and support of the renowned, the virtuous and the good in
every age !

I have said that the durability of all voluntary associations must depend upon
the existence of some cohesive principle essentially meritorious. Wha then is
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the first feature in the Masonic institution, that is essentially meritorious, which
affords eztrinsic evidence of merit, and addresses itself to the uninitiated? Its
great Fraternal Social Feature. Man is by nature formed for society. He cannot
live independent of it, if he were even misanthropic enough to desire to do so,
any more than the hand can exist independent of the arm, or the arm independ-
ent of the body. His very constitution proves that he was designed for social
intercourse. When we advert to the origin of society, we discover that mutual
wants impelled mankind to associate ,for mutual protection and benefit. The
Supreme Architect of the Universe, when he created man, endowed him with
reasoning faculties, the power of discerning between right and wrong, good and
evil, that he might enjoy the pleasures and benefits arising from a state of
society. He created him with feelings, passions and inclinations, which direct
him to social intercourse, and lead him to share with others the pleasures which
he himself feels. The influence of society is feltin every age and every nation.
The untutored and uncivilized savage who roams over his native forests and
plains, and the equally uncultivated native of the burning sands of Africa, feel
its power and act under its sovereign sway. They seek society with as much
eagemness, perhaps, as the polished inhabitant of the city, and from the same
motive—the desire of participating in each other’s enjoyments. This proclivity
to associate is capable of producing the most happy effects, when under proper
restrictions.  From this general principle of association, is deduced that particular
principle, which leads to the establishment of societies having particular objects
in view : such as societies for the relief of the distressed widow, the helpless
orphan, the needy stranger, and other benevolent and charitable purposes, to
alleviate the sufferings to which flesh is heir.

Brotherly love is the moral cement which unites the Masonic edifice into one
mass. * By the exercise of brotherly love, we are taught to regard the whole
human race as one family, the high and the low, the rich and the poor, who, as
created by one Almighty Parent, and inhabitants of the same planet, are to aid,
protect and support each other. It unites men of every country and of every
religion, and conciliates true friendship among those who might otherwise have
remained at perpetual distance.”

This fraternizing feeling which Masonry superinduces, is not the offspring of
caprice, nor does it originate in mere congeniality of sentiment or disposition.
It is a great moral principle, constituting, as it were, the frame-work of the
institation, not dependent on personal preference or casual association, or any of
those causes out of which individual friendship usually springs ; but universal
inits operation, it embraces in its wide spread arms, and hugs to its expansive
bosom the whole fraternity, wheresoever dispersed.

Gen, Washington has said of it:—

“The Masonic is a society whose liberal principles are founded on the
immutable Jaws of Truth and Justice.”

Lord Durham, a distinguished Englishman, has said of its social character :

“I have ever felt it my duty to support and encourage its principles and
practices, because it powerfully developes all social and benevolent affections—
because it mitigates without and annihilates within, the verulence of political and
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theological controversy—because it affords the only neutral ground on which all
ranks and classes can meet in perfect equality, and associate without degradation
or mortification, whether for purposes of moral instruction or of social inter-
course,”

DUTIES OF MASTERS.*

Your Committee approach this subject with some hesitation. If the daties
involved in the Mastership were merely those of a moderator at a convention or
literary society, any man of fair abilities and decision of character could discharge
them. The following suggestions from the address of the talented Grand Master of
Arkansas, is commended to the consideration of every Mason, especially Masters of
Lodges :

““ A mere flippant answer to a few leading questions, expertness in repeating the
occult verbiage of the Order, or a seeming proficiency in merely parroting the
lectures, are not sufficient qualifications alone, to entitle a man to the dignified and
highly responsible seat in the Orient, to preside over the ‘ Sons of Light.' In
addition to these, he should possess an ardent attachment to the beauties and moral
excellency of Masonry ; should understand the import of the symbolical teachings
of our beautiful ritual, and should have an undying love for the Institution.

“ Not only should the Master of a Lodge be familiar with all the lectures and
ceremonies connected with his station, but he should also be ‘ apt to teach ;' should
be able to enforce and illustrate the moral excellencies of our ancient Institution,
in such a manner as not only to instruct the Fraternity, by informing their minds
and enlightening their judgments, but by presenting those truths in so forcibly s
manner, and clothed in such habiliments of beauty as to captivate the fancy, and
interest the affections, so as to make all the listeners fall in love with, and practice
those virtues so frequently inculcated by our lectures. [t is impossible to be a truly
bright Mason, much less an unexceptionable Master of a Lodge, without reading.
Read Masonic and other literature, take Masonic periodicals, and become well
posted on all the subjects connected with Masonry, now being discussed by our
ablest and most intelligent Brethren, and your desire for ¢ more light,’ will be amply
rewarded. But, my dear Brethren, after all that has been said, the very best
qualification of all, for a Master of a Lodge to possess, is to be deeply imbued with
the spirit of the moral law of God—of Masonry.

1, therefore, recommend the study of the moral law to all Masters of Lodges,
and the fulfillment of your obligations, in obeying its precepts ; for, without this,
all your fine gold becomes brass, and your instructions lose their force and influence,
and your government becomes inefficient ; but with this, all goes on well, harmony
and peace prevail, brotherly love abounds, and the Lodge prospers.

‘“One other suggestion, and I leave the subject. That suggestion is disciplioe.
Without a strict discipline, rigidly enforced, while at work, a Lodge cannot get
along well. The presiding officer should never allow the Brethren, while in session,
to indulge in whispering or talking, and never permit levity or laughter during the
hours of labor. In the opening and closing ceremonies, due solemnity and im-
pressive devotion should always be observed and strictly enforced.”

And your Committee would add, that it is the duty of the Master to instruct his

#|llinois Com. of Correspondence,
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subordinate officers, that the work may be done smoothly, with animation and due
solemnity. A Master should know the duties of every officer, and see that they
fulfill them. No officer can excuse himself for non-attendance upon the meetings
of the Lodge, except in case of sheer necessity. It does not speak well for the
harmony or prosperity of a Lodge, to see its places filled temporarily from meeting
to meeting. The Master should therefore require the attendance of the regular
officers, or demand reasons for their absence, and should enforce attendance, except
in cases of necessary absence, by admonition, or by reprimand in open Lodge, and
if these fail, by summons, the disobedience of which, may be followed by discipline
and expulsion. No Master can enforce good discipline in his Lodge, if bis officers
are not obedient, attentive and patterns of good conduct.

The Master should bave no favorites in his Lodge. He should stand upon the
level with all. Itisfatal to the harmony of the Lodge for a Master to be a partizan,
or to be partial in the distribution of favors, or the meteing out of justice. If the
obscure and unpopular members are dealt with, and the rich, talented or accom-
plished are suffered to go unwhipt of justice, the ‘administration of the Master is
regarded as being either weak, or designed for the benefit of a cabal, without regard
to discipline. The Master then should possess the following qualifications :—

1. He should be a just man.

2. He should be a pattern of good morals.

He should be a benevolent and prudent man.
He should be a firm and decided man.
He should have the ability and will to enforce obedience.
He should have courage to enforce discipline.
He should be well versed in laws and usages.
He should know the ritual.
9. He should be apt and willing to teach.
10. He should have the character and ability to command respect in the chair.

It may be said that few are so qualified. That is true. Then let him be Master
who comes the nearest to it.

RIS ®

A WORD OF CAUTION.

“Inx conclusion, my Brethren, standing, as I do, among aged and experienced
Brethren, who have borne up the Ark in sunshine and in storm, I feel that any
advice I could give, would be the work of supererogation ; yet permit me to ad-
monish you to guard well the avenues to the Temple. In the height of our prosperity
and usefulness, the vestibules to our halls will be crowded with those who are
anxious to bow at our altars. It is important, then, that we scrutinize well the
characters of the applicants. Admit none but the intelligent and worthy. Be not
rash in rejecting, but be cautious in receiving. Do not increase your members at
the expense of the respectability of your Lodges. Sacrifice nothing that belongs to
Masonry for the sake of writing legion in your archives. Looking yourselves to
the ancient landmarks, see that Brethren are well instructed—that they may trace
the ancient lines, and know the value of one degree, before you give them the light
of another. Let them become proficient in its true sense, in the inferior degree,
and then be admitted to the superior ; and while the chain of knowledge will be
visible to their minds’ eye, the Lodge will be composed of expert Masons, whose
work will stand the test of the square.”—G. M. Va.
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CONDITION OF MASONRY IN ILLINOIS.

Tue following statistics from a table prepared by the Grand Secretary and
appended to the published proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, will give
our readers a very correct idea of the condition of the Order in that State :—

Number of Members in 232 Chartered Lodges returned, 8,526
Estimate for 7 Lodges not returned, 150
Estimate for Lodges U. Dispensation, 5
.Total, 8,726
Estimated number of non-affiliated Masons, 4,000
Grand Total, 12,726
Number of Initiations reported, 2,011
Number of Passings reported, 1,871
Number of Raisings reported, 1,659
Total degrees conferred, 5,541
Estimate for 7 Lodges not reported, 35
Grand Total, 5,576
Cleveland Lodge, No. 211, conferred 152 Degrees.
Wm. B. Warren Lodge, No. 209, conferred 98 do.
Trio Lodge, No. 57, conferred 72 do.
Peoria Lodge, No. 15, conferred 67 do.
Avon Harmony Lodge, No 253, conferred 66 do.
Marengo Lodge, No. 138, conferred 60 do.
Oakland l.odge, No. 219, conferred 59 do.

Lafayette Lodge, No. 18, conferred do.

58
Mount Joliet Lodge, No. 42, conferred 57 do.
Rockford Lodge, No. 102, conferred 54 do.
Lacon Lodge, No. 61, conferred 54 do.
Vienna Lodge, No. 150, conferred 53 do.
Bureau Lodge, No. 112, conferred 52  do.
Pana Lodge, No. 226, conferred 52 do.
Temple Lodge, No. 46, conferred 51 do.
Cedar Lodge, No. 124, conferred 51  do.

Belvidere, Central, Prairie, Metamora, DeKalb, Wabansia, Fort Armstrong, Dal-
las City, Fulton City, Freedom, Grandview, Homer, Lavely, Sterling and Far-
mers’ Lodges, have conferred from 40 to 49 degrees each, being, in the whole, 657
degrees, averaging to each Lodge, nearly 44.

The highest number Initiated, in 1856, was 5
The highest number Passed, was 41
The highest number Raised, was 3%
The highest number of degrees conferred, was 129

Of the Initiates whose avocations are reported—
Five hundred and twentynine are farmers.
Four hundred and thirtyeight are mechanics.
Three hundred and twelve are merchants, traders and druggists.
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Thirtyfour are ministers of the gospel.

Twentysix are attorneys at law.

Sixtynine are physicians and dentists.

Twentyfive hold county, city and judiciary offices.
Twenty are teachers of music or schools.

Six are editors of newspapers.

Sixtysix are railroad men.

Twentyfive are hotel keepers.

Eleven are bankers and brokers.

Eighteen are engineers.

One hundred and seven are clerks and accountants.
Seventyfive follow various other avocations.

GRAND LODGE OF MICHIGAN.

Tuis Grand Lodge held its annual communication at Detroit in January last,
A very large number of Lodges were represented. The annual Address of the
Grand Master is a brief and business paper. We extract as follows :—

‘I desire to call the attention of subordinate Lodges under this jurisdiction, to
that Constitutional provision which requires the examination of candidates for
adv?ncer(r;ent in open Lodye, as to their proficiency in the degrees previously
conlerred.

“This provision, I learn, has been, by a portion of the Lodges, strictly observed
and enforced ; requiring the candidate to understand a part of the work and
lecture before he is permitted to advance, while other Lodges barely go through
the form of examination, and if the candidate can answer one or two questions,
the presiding officer declares himself satisfied with the proficiency, and the
candidate is advanced. The latter examination seems to me to fall far short of
the spirit and meaning of the Constitution, and the object not attained. If there
be no other object to be attained in making Masons other than to fit them for
wearing the white apron, then the Constitution is wrong and should b: altered,
but if it be what was intended by its true spirit and meaning, to elevate the
condition of Masonry throughout this jurisdiction, you will readily see the
necessity of a sirict compliance with its provision.

“If I were ever pleased when present in conferring the degrees, it was in the
exauination of a candidate who came in and promptly responded to questions put
to bim,.being p:rl of the lectures and work which had been previt:nsly cor;fen'ed.

) * *

#I desire also to call the attention of Lodges to the numerous applications
that are being made to our Lodges by a class of people who have no proper
residence, except for a few days at a time, while purchasing a few goods to

ddle through the country. This class of people who are seeking to become
Masons for their own personal and selfish purposes, that they may the more readily
impose upon the horest and unsuspecting Brethren through the country, should
be looked upon with suspicion, and they should be long and well known before
they are admitted within the inner door of our sanctuary.”

The proceedings were wholly of a local character. The reporton correspond-
ence is from the pen of the Grand Secretary, R. W. Bro. Jas. Fenton, and briefly
teviews the proceedings of several of the Grand Lodges, the past year. It
notices the condition of Masonry in Canada, and expresses the opinion that by
anuther year the difficulties will be settled. 1t does not recommend any action’
in the matter.

20
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GRAND LODGE OF FLORIDA.

Tri1s Grand Body held its annual communication at Tallahaseee, in Janoary.
We learn from the Florida Sentinel, that the session was numerously aitended,
and that the officers were publicly installed at the Methodist Church ; on which
occasion an address was delivered by Brother Morris, of Kentucky, in reference
to which the editor says, ¢ Circumstances kept us away, but we have heard the
lecture spoken of in terms of the most enthusiastic praise.” The following are
the officers for the current year :—

M. W. Thomas Y. Henry, Grand Master; R. W. E. R. Ives, D. G. M.; D.C.
Dawkins, 8. G. W.; H. J. Stewart, J. G. W.; Thomas Hayward, G. Treasurer;
J. B. Taylor, G. Secretary.

In the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, held at the same place and time, the follow-
ing Companions were elected Officers for the ensuing year:—M. E. Thomas
Hayward, G. H. P.; James Ellenwood, D. G. H. P.; D, P. Hollaund, G.K.; C.
E. Dyke, G. 8.; J. B. Taylor, G. Secretary ; John S. Bond, G. Treasurer.

A Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters for the State, was organized
during the convocation of the Grand Chapter :—Thomas Hayward was elected
Grand Puissant ; E. R. Ives, Deputy Grand Puissant; George F. Baitzell, Grand
Thrice Illustrious ; D. P. Holland, G. P.C. of Work; C. E. Dyke, G. Treasurer;
J. B. Taylor, G. Recorder.

The following are the officers of De Molay Commandery of Knights Temp-
lar:—Thomas Y. Henry, Eminent Commander; J. Wayles Baker, Gen.; John
M. W. Davidson, Capt. Gen.; Thomas Hayward, Prelate; William Monroe,
Treasurer; D. P. Holland, Recorder.

DISCIPLINE.*

Discipuing is among the irksome and unpleasant things in Lodge business. And
it is as true in Masonry as in other matters, that what is every body's business is
nobody’s business. Let a trifling dispute arise between two impatient and irritable
Brethren, which could and ought to be settled in five minutes in their cooler
moments, and the whole peace and harmony of the Lodge are destroyed by it, and
mountain arises out of a molehill. But if Masons profane the name of that Beiog
whose moral law they are bound to obey—if they indulge in the intemperate use of
ardent spirits to their ruin, and to the disgrace of their families and the dishonor of
the Fraternity—if they trifle with experience and innocence—if they waste their
estates at the gaming table, it is usually passed by with the plea, ‘it is not my
business.”

The Grand Master of Texas speaks to the point :

“ Upon you, my Brethren, as the federal head of the Order in Texas, devolves the
duty of seeming that our principles are carried out in action. If the unworthy are
among us, we should reform them if we can. We should take thera by the hand
and ¢ whisper good council’ to them. We should point them to the path of virtue;
depict to them the flowery vales and gentle brooks o’er which it runs in this life,
and, ultimately, that it terminates amid the ©green pastures’ and ‘still waters’ of

#®Report of Com. of Cor. of lilinois.
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eternal happiness. We should speak to them long in the voice of reason and with
words of kindness. But, failing in all these, we should have the moral courage to
‘drive them forth.’ ¢ They are atrocious and perjured men.’ * The curse of God is
vpon them,” Our holy altars should not be desecrated by the ministrations of vice»
vituperation of deliberate crime. And we shall be guilty, if, knowing it, we can
prevent it, and do not.

“ Shrinking from the discharge of duty in this respect is all that can ever retard
the real prosperity of the Craft. Persecutions, combinations, priestcraft, religious
fapaticism and bigotry, the proscription of governments and parties, the counter
influence of great names and world-wide reputations, can never jar a pillar in our
temple. Let us be consistent with our high professions. Let us evince a determina-
tion to keep no company with the wicked or profane. Let us reject every stone
from our building which cannot be brought into form and shape by our *spiritual,
moral and Masonic’ working tools. Let the daily walk and conversation of every
Mason prove that he is inspired with a love of knowledge and virtue ; that he is
‘one to whom the burthened heart may pour out its sorrow—to whom distress may
prefer its suit—whose hand is guided by justice and his heart expanded by
benevolence.”

IMMORALITY.

Tms subject, says Brother Reynolds, is engaging the attention of the wise and good
in our Fraternity. In some Lodges, the work is done by rule; bad materials are
rejected, and hence, the building is erected “ without the sound of an axe or a
bammer.” But, in others, the overseers are not qualified for their business, and the
result is * confusion and every evil work.”

Your Committee make the following extracts :—

% ¢ Resolved, That it is the duty of every W. M. to reprimand, in open Lodge,
any member guilty of intemperance ; and if any member, after such reprimand,
shall again be guilty, he shall be suspended or expelled. And if any Lodge shall
fuil or refuse to execute the foregoing resolution, their Charter shall be taken from
them.'—Grand Lodge of Florida.

“The Grand Lodge of Arkansas resolve ‘that any kind of gambling, profane
swearing, and the intemperate use of ardent spirits, is unmasonic, and that such as
are guilty of this unmasonic conduct be subject to admonition, suspension, or
expulsion.’ In reference to this resolution, the Grand Master says : ¢ Let the world
see we retain no gambler, drunkard, or profane swearer, or Sabbath-breaker, in our
membership—carry out the resolution above cited, and we will compel the world
to believe that no man can be a Mason but a cenTLEMAN.’

“The M. W. G. M. of North Carolina, says, ‘a good Mason’s heart sickens, and
sinks within him, when he hears a Mason taking the name of God in vain; when
be sees him plunging into the deadly hilarities of the intoxicating wine cup ; and
when he sees him, in the panoply of a just and upright Mason, at the gaming table.
In an age so enlightened as this, with a code of moral ethics to which the world has
free access, it would be regarded as ridiculous mockery to pretend to so much
morality, if it is to be disregarded in the daily practice of our lives.’

“ The Grand Lodge of Oregon resolved, that profane swearing is a vice as un-
becoming the character of a Freemason as a Christian ; and that it is the bounden
duty of Masters and members of Lodges to exert their power and influence for its
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suppression among the Fraternity ; and if persisted in, the offending Brother should
be subjected to discipline. That slander, and evil speaking, by Bretbren, one of
another, is alike unbecoming the character of a Freemason and a gentleman,
and that it is cowardly and dastardly, and good and sufficient cause for expulsion
from the Order. Both these resolutions were previously adopted by the Grand
Lodge of Maryland, and copied from their proceedings.”

CORRESPONDENCE.
Washington, February 19, 1858.

My Dear BroTHER Mookk,—I read, in your last Magazine, all that you
published of the Address tothe Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, of your efficient,
industrious, and talented Grand Master, M. W. Joun T. Hearp. Since then I
have received a copy of the priuted proceedings of the Grand Lodge, from Bro.
Heard, commencing March 11, 1857, and ending Dec. 28, 1857, and have looked
the same through carefully. The proceedings are mosily local, but were
interesting to me, and any true hearted Freemason who can read the brief, but
touching letter of Judge Kane, returning his thanks to the Grand Lodge for the
honors rendered to the memory of his heroic son, with a dry eye, possesses less
of the ¢ humani nihil alienum,” in his heart than I do.

When I reached that portion of Kane’s expedition, where he describes the
finding of those poor fiozen Brothers, in their snow tent upon the ice, with the
“little Masonic flag” hoisted upon a tent pole, and could no longer sce to read, I
thought, still more intensely, of the universality of our wonderful and heart-linking
Institution! Your own true poet, Sprague, in addressing his natural Brother,
says,

“ Heart leaps to heart, the hcly tie
That binds us is the same,”—
and the sentiment is equally applicable, as between true Masonic Brethren !

M. W. Brother Heard’s address is certainly one of the most interesting Masonic
documents that has fallen under my notice for many a day. It gives evidence
of the indefatigable performance of every duty which devolved upon him, and
his full report of his acts is very interesting and instructive. There are very few
Grand Masters in the United States who can say, as he does, that they have
visited, in person, eightynine Lodges, (being all the chartered Lodges, and one
under Dispensation, in the jurisdiction) within the year.

But the main matter to which my attention was turned, was the recommenda-
tion of the Grand Master in a former address that the Records of the Grand
Lodge should be printed ; the disagreement of the Committee to that recom-
mendation ; and the reiteration of it by the G. M. in the present address.

I regretted, most sincerely, that the Committee did not view the recommenda-
tion favorably. Not only the Brethren in Massachusetts, but those over the
whole Union—aye the whole Masonic worldl—have a deep interest in this
matter!

In Massachusetts the germ was planted from which has sprung the Masonic
branches now co-extensive with our Federal Union. To Massachusetts we all
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look for Masonic light and Masonic instruction. I need not enter upon any
argument to convince our Brethren of the propriety of printing old records, so
iovaluable to the Craft, for your Grand Master has done it so ably and con-
vincingly that nothing I could say would add to the force of his argument. I
will, therefore, only add my hearty concurrence in his recommendation, with an
expression of the hope that the Grand Lodge of the Old Commonwealth will, at
its next communication, comply with his recommendation.

One of the objections made by the Commitiee to the printing is, that the
“treasury is not in a condition to respond to so large a draft as would be required
to complete a work of this magnitude.”

If all the Brethren in the United States view the importance of such a
publication as I do, it will not take a single dime out of the Treasury of the
G. Lodge.

I know well the capacity and capability of the Recording G. Secretary to
prepare for publication such a work, and if printed under his auspices, as I
presume it would be, if at all, I venture to predict that it would be rather a
source of revenue than of outlay, to the Grand Lodge, for thousands of copies
would be purchased in all parts of the U. S. and more or less in Europe.

Ishould regard such a book as one of the most interesting additions to my
own Masonic Library, that I could possibly make.

It is very gratilying to me to observe how systematically all your District
Deputy Grand Masters and Grand Lectarers have reported the performance of
their several duties—indeed your proceedings throughout, show how much
instruction the Craft would obtain could they follow back to its source the
Institution of Freemasonry in Massachusetts !

We are all preparing here, to visit Richmond, and join in the Masonic
ceremonies next Monday, at the inauguration of the statue of Washington.
Should the weather be favorable, a large number will go from this city, but ay
this moment, (12 o’clock noon) as I look from the window of my Masonic room—
for I have one room in my house devoted to Freemasonry, where I am now
writing—I confess the prospect is somewhat dubious, for there is a driving
north-east snow storm in progress which now threatens to put a stop to all
travelling for a time,

Your friend and Brother, B. B. FREXCH.

OFFICERS.

Officers of the Grand Lodge of Alabama I{ar 1858.—M. W. J. McCaleb Wiley,
Troy, Grand Master ; R. W. R. H. Ervin, D. G. M.; S. F. Hale, 8. G. W. ; James
A. Whitaker, J. G. W ; Daniel Sayre, Montgomery, G. Sec.

Officers of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi. —M W William Cothran, Carrolton,
Gnnd Master ; R. W. John T. Lamkin, D. G. ; William R. Lackey, S. G. W.;

J. L. ’Icorn,f G. W.; Rev. W. W, l.ord G. Lhaplun, B. S. Tappan, G. Treas. ;
R. W.T. Daniel, Jackaon,(z Sec.; A. G. Woah, 8. G. D.; John W. Brown, J.
G.D.; G. W, Perkms, G. Manbnl Pearson Smith, G. 8. B.; ; James Fewell, G.
P.; A Robbins, G. Tyler.

Jcen of the Grand Chapter of Mississippi.—M. E. A. R. Johnston, Raymond,
. Ward, D. G. H. P.; Giles M. Hillyer, G. K. ; G. W. Perkins, G,
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S.; R. W. T. Daniel, G. Sec. ; B. S. Tappan, G. Treas. ; Sam’l Dennis, G Chap.;
J W Barnett, G. C. of H.; W. B. Dickens, G. P. 8.; J. A. Galbreath, G. R. A.

John F. Cushman,G (5ratot J. M. Howry, G.M.3d V. ; W. Cothran, G. M.
2d’V W. Brooke, G. M. 1st V. ; 'W.R. Lackey, G. Lect. ; A Robbins, G. 'l‘yler.

Officers of the Grand Cmmandery of Knights Templar o Mtuuup i.—Sir Wm.
H. Stevens, Vlcknburg, G. Com. ; Sir Thomas Palmer, D. G. Com. ; Sir B. S. Tap-
pan, G. Gen. ; Sir Wm. H. Dyson G. Capt. Gen.; Rev. Sir W. W. Lord, G. Pre.;
Sir A. V. Rowe, Lexington, G. Rec.; Sir C. A. Manlove, G. Treas. ; Slr T. W.
Casky, G. 8. W.; Sir E. P, Russell, G. J. W.; Sir W. C. Harrell, G. Sent.

dbituary.
Broteer D.D. WINCHESTER.

Died at his residence in the city of Columbus, Ohio, on the 20th day of January,
D. D. WincaEesTER, aged 44.

At a special meeting of Magnolia Lodge, No. 20, Free and Accepted Masons, held
on Saturday evening, Jan. 30, the following Resolutions were received and adopt-
ed:—

Whereas it has pleased God, in his All-wise dealings with his creatures, to remove
from this world the spirit of our Brother D. D. Winchester,

Resolved, That the announcement of the sudden and unexpected death of our de-
parted Brother, in the prime of life and vigor of manhood, filled our hearts with
astonishment and sorrow.

Resolved, That in his death the poor have lost an earnest friend, who was ever
ready with an open hand to contribute totheir relief; the weak, a zealous defender
who was never wanting in word or deed to protect them from wrong, and Masonry,
not only a workman, who industriously labored to fulil the duties which its obli-
gations imposed, but a worthy exemplar, whose virtues all should be proud to em-
ulate.

Resolved, That the widow of him who was ever so ready to visit the fatherless
and widows, and contribute to their relief, has in her afliction and solitude our
most heartfelt sympathy.

Resolved, That his widow be furnished with a copy of these Resolutions, and that
the same be published in the papers of this city, and Moore's Freemasons’ Magatine,
Boston, Mass.

A true copy from the minutes. J. F. Pagk, 8ec

Brorrer ALFRED C. DOWNS.

At a regular communication of Vicksburg Lodge, No. 26, held at Vicksburg,
Miss., Jan. 2, 1858, the following preamble and resolutions were adopted : —
Whereas, by the decree of Divine Providence the Masonic fraternity has been de-

prived of one of its most estimable members, and society of one of its most valu-

able citizens in the death of our most excellent Brother, Companion and Sir Kaight

Avrrep C. Downs, who departed this life on the 15th ultimo, at his residence, in

this county, in the 56th year of his age, thereby depriving the fraternity of a true

and trusty member, therefore be it

Resolved, That we bow with humble submission to the chastening hand of God,
hoping in the day of the resurrection we shall be reunited to our Brother in the Ce-
lestial Lodge above.

Resolved, That society has in his death lost a citizen who was & man of mark,



OBITUARY. 159

who had by his sagacity and industry secured to himself a superabundance of the
treasures of life as well as the confidence and popular favor of the community in
which he lived ; the fraternity a Brother whose heart was always soitened to the
petition of charity, and whose hand was always ready to minister freely out of his
abundant means.

Resolved, That while we bow with reverential submission to the summons of the
Supreme Grand Master, and acknowledge that “ the Lord of all the earth will do
right,” we cannot withhold the expreasion of our unfeigned sorrow for the loss, and
our respect for the virtues of our Brother, he being one of the first promoters of
Masonry in this region, and being distinguished for those striking and beautiful
characteristics of our Order, * Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.”

Resolved, That this Lodge tender to the afflicted widow and sons of the deceased
the assurance of its sincerest condolence in their bereavement.

Resolved, That this Lodge, and the jewels of the same, be draped in mourning,
and that the members of the Lodge wear the usual badge of mourning for the space
of thirty days.

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions be spread upon
the minutes, and that a copy be furnished the ¢* Freemasons’ Magazine,” with the
request of the editor to publish the same, and that a copy be furnished the widow
and sons of our deceased Brother.

Brorrer JOSEPH FILKINS.

At a regnlar communication of Virtuous Lodge, No. 81, Free and Accepted Ma-
sons, held at Wheeling, Cook County, Illinois, on the evening of the 26th day of
Dec., 1857, the following preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted :—

Whereas, it having pleased the Supreme Architect of the Universe to remove by
death, from the cares and trials of this transitory existence, our esteemed and
worthy Brother Joseru FiLkins, and while we drop the sympathizing tear over
the grave of the departed, let us cast around his foibles, whatever they may have
been, ‘' the broad mantle of Masonic charity ;” nor can we withhold from his
memory the commendation that his virtues claim at our hands—Therefore
Resolved, That in the decease of Brother Filkins, the community has lost a use-

ful citizen ; society an esteemed and respected member ; his family a fond and faith-

ful friend and father ; his wife a fond and affectionate husband, and this Lodge a

beloved and active member.

Resolved, That we tender to the family of the deceased our sincere condolence
at this irreparable loss ; and while we sympathize with them in the dispensation of
our Divine Master, may it serve to strengthen the ties of Brotherly Love in those
of us who sarvive him, and lead us so to live that when the last sound of the gavel
shall call us from earth, we may gain admittance into that Celestial Lodge, where,
with our deceased Brother, we may forever cease from our labors.

Resolved, That as a token of our sympathy and heartfelt grief, this body adopt
the customary symbols of mourning, and that we each wear the usual badge for
thirty days ; remembering that though dead, his memory shall be cherished with us
to the close of life.

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Lodge transcribe these resolutions in the
minutes, and furnish a copy to his bereaved family, also to the * Freemasons’
Monthly Magazine,” and respectfully request the pnblication of the same.

Miro WincazrL, W. Master.
Attest—Jorn RotmcHILD, Sec'y.
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Waxtep—Nos. 3, 4 and §, vol. 9, and No.
6, vol. 10, of this Magazine. Any Brother
having them to spare, will oblige by forward-
ing them to this office.

Iy We have been politely favored with a
copy of a very elegantly printed volume of
225 pages, entitled the * Inauguration of the
Statue of Gen. Wagrerex, on Bunker Hill,
June 17, 1857,” and published by authority of
the Bunker Hill Monunient Association. The
work is admirably arranged and executed,
and does gieat credit to the editorial tact and
ability of its talented compiler, Brother Wa.
W. WueiLoon, Esq., of Charlestown. The
Masonic portion of the work is full, complete,
and accurate, and is a valuable contribution
to the current Masonic history of the day.
The work, in addition toa minute gnd inter-
esting history of the origin and progress of
the enterprise to its successful completion,
also contains all the uddresses delivered and
odes sung and ceremonies performed on the
« ion of the inaug —the whole be-
ing beautifully embellished with fine steel en-
gravings of the Statue of Gen. Warren, as it
stands upon its pedestul, and the beads of the
Hon. Edward Everett, the orator of the day,
and of the Hoa. Thomas H. Perkins, the pro-
jector and one of the most liberal contributors
to the undertaking. The work is for sale at
the bookstores, and will form a fit addition to
any Masonic Library.

I The Grand Chapter of Wisconsin held
its ninth annual communication at Milwau-
kee, on the 3d of Feb., when the M. E. Henry
L. Palmer was elected G. H. P.; E. Comp.
John Bullen, D. G. H. P, ; E. Henry M. Bil-
lings, G. K ; E. Andrew J. Redburn, G. 8. ;
E John H. Roundtree, G. T., and E. Joha
W. Huat, G. Sec. The next annual commu-
nication will be held at Madison, on the first
Wednesday in February, 1859,

Officers of W. F. L. Lodge, No. 53, Far-
merville, La.—H. Regenburg, W. M ; Wm.
C. Smith, S. W.; Wm, C. Hall, J. W.; Da-
vid Arent, Sec'y; M. S. Carson, Treasurer;
Thom. Findley, 8. D.; V. J. Bird, J. D.; J.
Brausfoid, Tyler.

05~The Grand Lodge of Virginia has
adopted a plan of co-operation with the La-
dies’ Mount Vernon Association in the pur
chase of Mount Vernon. It is by an assese-
ment on each Mason in the United States of
one dollar, with the single condition that they
shall have full liberty to occupy the p emises
one day in each year. There are 450,000
members of the fraternity in the United States*
The “ Southern Matron,” as President of the
Ladies’ Mount Vernon Association, has grate-
fully accepted the proposition, and a circulzr
on the subject is to be sent to each Grand
Lodge in the United States, from the Grand
Lodge of Virginia.

9 We understand that Corinthian Lodge
gave a grand Masonic and civic Ball at the
Town Hall, in Concord, on Wednesday even-
ing, Feb. 24th. The hall was handsomely
decorated, and the whole thing passed off to
the gratification of all present, under the man-
agement of Messrs. Surrette, (Master of the
Lodge,) Howe, Hosmer, Wield and Hay-
wood. The supper was served up at the
Middlesex Hotel, and is well spoken of,

OG=We have received a copy of a small
pamphlet entitled a “ Circular Letter of the
Supreme Grand and Royal Encampment of
the Masonic Knights Templar, &c., = ».0.
M., K. D. 8. B, from Time Immemorial, of
England and Wales"—in relation to which it
is perhaps only necessary to say that the body
here described is not reeognized by the lawful
Masonic authorities of England. 1tis located
at Bristol, England, and has assumed 2n
organized antagonism against the Grand Con-
clave of Kt. Templar, and the Sup. Council
33d for England and Wales, each body having
its seat at London. Rebellion and schism
seem to be the order of the day, and will
continue to be 80, as long as they meet with
encouragement where they ought to meet
with condemnation, only.

0G~We regret to learn that Judge Kane,
the futher of the late Dr. Kane, died at his
residence in Philadelphia, on the evening of
the 21st ult. Like his distinguished son, be
was a member of the Masonic frateruity.



THE NEW TRESTLE-BOARD.

FOR THEUSE OF
LODGES, CHAPTERS, COUNCILS, AND
ENCAMPMENTS.

By CHAS. W. MOORE, Enitor or T FreEmMasons’ Macazine.

The above is the most popnlar Masonic Manual ever published in America,
and is more extensively used, both in this country and Europe, than any siniilar
work in existence. It has received the approval and recommendation of nearl
every Grand Lodge, and most distinguished Masons, in the United States. It
gives in systematic arrangement, and in a clear and comprehensive manner, all
the aid that such a “Manual can properly give, in the work of all the dezrees
of the Lindge, Chapter, Council, and Encampment ; together with full Installation
Services for ench grade ; the ceremonies for all Public occasions ; and the various
forms of petitions, &c., required in Masonic proceedings. Iis extensive use has
contributed more the last ten years to produce uniformity of work and ceremonies
among the Lodges, and other bodies, throuzhout the country, than could have
been effected by any other mesns. The work is beautifully illustrated with Plates,
and is sold at $12 a dozen. Orders addressed to the editor of this Magazine,
will receive prompt attention. Or it may be had throngh any of the principal
Booksellers. A liberal discount made to Lodges ordering more than one dozen
at a time.

The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of California, recommended in his address,
before that body in May last, as a Text-book, the ‘“ New Masonic Trestle-Board,”
remarking : * I will not go so fur as to say that it has no equal, but I feel no hesita-
tion in recording my belief that it has never had a superior.”

RECOMMENDATION.

Resolved, That the Grand Ludge of Massachusetts recommend the “ TResTLE-
Boarp,” as a work embodying all the essentials of a Manual of Ancient Craft
Masonry ; and in preference to all other similar works, it especially sanctions to
the subordinate Lodges under its jurisdiction, the use of this most excellent com-
pend of the principles and ceremonies of the Order.



)6( Grany Lovge of PAassachusetts. )b(

Nortick is hereby given, that a Quarterly Communication of the M. W, Grand Lodge
of Massuchusetts, will be held at the Masonic Temple, Boston, on WEbNEBDAY, the 10thday
of March, current, at two o’clock, P. M., for the transaction of such business as +hall regu
larly come hefore it. ' : :

The Officers and Members of the Grand Lodge, Masters, Wardens, and Proxies, of Lodgs
and all others concerned will take due notice thereof and govern themselves accordingly.

Boston, March 1, 1858. CHARLES W. MOORE, Grand Secriary.

Grany €hapter of Ragrachusctts.

Notice is hereby given, that the Annual Communication of the M. E. G.R. A,
Cuarrer of Massachusetts, will be held at the Ma onic Temple, Boston, en Tuxs
DAY, the 9th day March, inst., at 7 v cl xck, P. M. for the transaction of sach business
as shall regularly come before it

Officers and Members of the Grand Chapter, Representatives and Proxies of Chap
ers, and all others interusted, will take due notice and govern themselves accord-
ingly. Per order G. H. P, '

Buston, March 1, 1858 THOMAS WATERMAN, G. Sec'y,

Geany Council of Hopal Masters.

Notice is hereby given, that a neeting of the Grand Council of Royal Masters, will be
held at the Masonic Temple, Boston, on Tuespav, the 9th day of March, cuirant, at
o'clock, P. M. ’

Officers, Members and all others concernad will 1ake due notice thereof and govern them-
selves accordingly. .

By order of the M. P. G. M.
Boston, March 1, A. L. 5358. GEORGE BUTTS. Recoross,

ABNER W. POLLARD,

Merchant Tailor, Costumer and Regalia Manufacturer,-
No. 6 Court street, Boston,
. ALSO DEALER IN
Military Cloths and Trimmings, Swords, Epaulets, Sashes, Arny Laces, &e.
Regalia Goods, with Laces, Stars and Emblems. Theatrical Costuming Arti-
cles, with Laces, &c. Fencing Foils, Masks, and Battle Swords. Banner Silks,

Fringes, Tassels, &c. Ornamental Trimmings for Engine Companies. United
States Flags, Decorations, &c. Regalia and Jewels for all the Orders, Ballot

Boxes and Balls, Gavels, &c. Masonic Books, Carpets. Feb. 1858.
—
THIS MAGAZINE
18
Published at No. 21, School Street, Boston, on the first day of each
month, at

TWO DOLLARS A YEAR—Ix Apvancr.

Letters and communications, to prevelnt errors in delivery, must be addressed as
follows :— . ’
“ CHARLES W. MOORE, Editor Freemasons’ Magazine, 21 School st., Boston.”
No subscription discontinued until all arrearages are paid up, except at the
option of the Editor. )
|[=Subscribers removing, or leaving the Nos. in the Post Officeuncalled for,
are legally holden for the payment of the same, unless notice to discontiaue shall
have been previously given at this office, and arrearages settled.
{IlZ=No subscript:on for the Magazine received for less than one year.
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“COL. SANTIAGO FLORES.”

At the annual communication of the Grand Lodge of this Common-
wealth in December 1852, the above named person presented himself at
the door of the Lodge-room, as the * Senior Grand Warden of the
Grand Lodge of Peru,” in South America. His papers being regular
and all other things satisfactory, he was, says the record, * introduced and
appropriately received by the Grand Master.” He was received ina
manner corresponding to his assumed official position as a principal
officer in a sister Grand Lodge. The usual courtesies were extended to
him, and he was otherwise treated with the marked attentions which are
ever due to distinguished visiting Brethren from foreign Grand Lodges,
and which we are happy in being able to add, are never withheld by the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts; though, as will appear in the sequel,
she is not wholly free from the liability of being imposed upon. She
was 8o imposed upon on the occasion here alluded to, and by the party
whose name stands at the head of this article. The evidence of this is
furnished in the following official communication from the Grand Orient
of Peru, and which we publish in justice to that body, whose dignity has
been grossly abused ; to the Grand Lodge of our own State, whose
hospitality was outraged by the imposition ; and to the Fraternity, as a
caution against any future attempt that may be made by the individual
in question, to impose upon their credulity or hospitality. Such occur-
rences are exceedingly annoying, and tend greatly to lessen one’s confi-
dence in the truthfulness of his fellow-men ; but there being no effectual
remedy for them, all that can be done is to hold their authors up to public
reprobation whean detected :—

21
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TRANSLATION.
To our Dear Brother, the M. W. Grand Masler of the Grand Lodge of Massachuselts,
Greeting—
Lima, Capital of the Republic of Peru, the 21st day of the Masonic mcnth Caylem, A. L

5857,—the 12th day of December, A D. 1857.

R. W. and Dear Brother—The National Grand Orient of Peru has received a
communication from the Supreme Grand Council of 8. S... G. G.~. I. L". G. G..
of the 33d degree for this Republic, accompanying a report of the proceedings
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, printed at Boston in 1852; on the 11th
page of which is to be found the following :—*R. W, Bro. Col. Santiago Flores,
Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of the Republic of Peru, was
introduced and appropriately received by the Grand Master.”

Great was the surprise of the members of this Grand Orient, as well as of
those who compose the Supreme Grand Council, on observing in these few lines,
the abusive procedure of Flores, and the deception practised by him upon the
Worshipful members of your Grand Lodge. '

Santiago Flores is not a Colonel, nor could he be Senior Grand Warden of a
Grand Lodge in Peru, when no such body existed in this country, but instead of
which there is a Grand Orient in conformity with the ancient and accepted
Scotch rite, which is professed by the fraternity of Peru; and of which “Gran
Oriente’ Flores has never been a member.

It is probable that Flores has counterfeited papers to invest himself witha
title in the profane world, that he does not possess in Peru; and in Masonic
Temples with degrees and rank he never obtained, not having passed that of
Master Mason of the late symbolic Lodge ¢ Concordia Universal,”’ in the valley
of Callao.

The National Grand Orient has resolved that I should direct to you the present
communication, manilesting the grave faults of Flores, and the abuses he has
committed, in order that, having been laid before your Most Ancient and
Honorable Grand Lodge, it may adopt the necessary measures to counteract
their baneful effects.

With the most grateful and cordial considerations, I have the honor to salute
you very fraternally.

(Signed,)
AnToNio DE Sousa FERREYRA, Grand Master.

Ravmunpo Rosas MoraLes, Grand Secretary.

It will probably be recollected by some of our readers, that Flores,
when in the Grand Lodge of this State—and he doubtless did the same
thing elsewhere—exhibited a Masonic Jewel, which he represented as
having been in the possession of Gen. Washington and worn by him
when visiting the Lodges attached to the army of the revolution. He
professed to have received it from his grandfather, (a Polish soldier under
Washington,) who, according to his account of the matter, brought it 0
this country with him from Poland. But this story was probably a
forgery, and, like his Colonelency, a gross imposition.




THE SCHISM IN BUENOS AYRES. 163

In addition to the above, we have received an official communication
from the Sov. Grand Commander of the Supreme Council of Peru, dated
Lima, Jan. 5, 1858, in which the writer says—* Flores, who is not
recognized by this Supreme Grand Council, appeared here with Powers
which, he says, he holds from the Supreme Grand Council of New York,
but which we believe to be apochraphal, or given by a spurious Council
established in that city, and so declared to be irregular, as mentioned in
the Masonic publications of the United States.” These Powers Flores
caused to be translated into Spanish and circulated in Lima. We have a
copy of them, dated Feb. 10th, 1852. The official signatures are
supl;ressed, if any were ever attached to them. The presumption is they
are fictitious papers, made for the occasion. But whether this be so or
not, they are wholly worthless and spurious. No such Powers have ever
been issued by either of the lawful Supreme Councils of this country, to
Flores or any other person, to establish Masonic bodies of the Scottish
rite in Peru, or any other part of South America. The whole thingis an
imposition, and we caution our Brethren in Peru and elsewhere, against
giving any countenance to it, or any encouragement 1o Flores, who has
shown himself to be an impostor.

THE SCHISM AT BUENOS AYRES.

Tae reader will be enabled to comprehend, more distinctly than he can
otherwise do, the precise tenor and references of the following note, from
our intelligent Buenos Ayrean correspondent, by turning to the January
number of this Magazine, in which a full explanation of the character
and extent of the schism referred to, is given. We are gratified to learn
that the recusant parties meet with so little encouragement, and that the
organization of a Grand Orient for Buenos Ayres is 30 near its accom-
plishment. This will probably lead to a full adjustment of the difficulties,
at least so far as Dr. Valencia and those who sympathize with him and
his course, are concerned :—

Buenos Avres, Dxc. 30, 1857.

Dear Sir—I duly received your esteemed favor of 19th Sept., and thank you
for the attention. I regret, exceedingly, that you did not forward the Magaziue,
as it is read with great pleasure in the ¢ Excelsior Lodge."”

I am happy to say we still continue to go on prosperously, and are rapidly in-
creasing in numbers.

The native schismatics, under Dr. Valencia, are decidedly in the vocative, the
larger number of his supporters having abandoned him and formed regular
Lodges under the Grand Orient of Monte Video. The number of Lodges is now
complete to establish the Grand Orient of Buenos Ayres, and at a late conven-
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tion the Grand Master was elected,—Dr. Dn. Roque Perez, a man of very high
standing and a very talented lawyer, receiving an unanimous vote ; a deputation
from the Grand Orient of Monte Video (or more properly of the Uruguay) will
shortly come up to preside at the Instalment.

I sincerely hope that all will now go on harmoniously and in order. The
“ Excelsior” and French Lodges preserve their independence, a course which is
considered by them the most prudent in this variable climate.

I have nothing of importance to add, but shall keep you informed from time to
time of our doings. : D—.

INTERESTING REPORT.

AMone other matters of much local interest which came before the Grand
Lodge of this Commonwealth at its late Quarterly Communication, was the fol-
lowing interesting Report from the Committee to whom at the previous meeting,
had been referred the subject of restoring 1o the petitioners the Charter of Bethel
Lodge, at Enfield, which, during the antimasonic persecution, had been surren-
dered to the Grand Lodge :—

To the M. W. Grand Master, Grand Wardens and Brethren of Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts—

The Committee to whom was referred, with full powers, the application for the
restoration of the Charter of Bethel Lodge, of Enfield, were waited upon by a com-
mittee of the petitioners, consisting of Brothers J. B. Woods and Ichabod Pope, who
gave them such information as induced your Committee to decide unanimously in
favor of the application. The Charter has accordingly been restored. The seven
petitioners all reside in Enfield. There are in all sixteen members of the Lodge
now surviving. Enfield itself is a town of about eleven hundred inhabitants.
There were, prior to the antimasonic invasion, Lodges in Belchertown, five miles,
and in Ware, seven miles, distant. The nearest Lodge now, is at Palmer Depot,
distant twelve miles. There are two others—one at Northampton, and one at Bar-
re—distant eighteen and seventeen miles.

In the days of its prosperity, Bethel Lodge built a Hall, which was purchased,
and is now owned by Brothers J. B. and Leonard Woods—two of the petitioners.

Nowhere were our Brethren more accrimoniously persecuted during the dark
ages, than at Enflfeld. Their Lodge room was broken open, and their jewels stolen
and divided among the thieves, as a reward for their virtuous and valorous attacks
upon their peaceful and law abiding neighbors.

The Records and seal were preserved ; and the more bulky furniture, but little
injured, now remains the property of the Lodge.

Since that time, now a quarter of a century, the Lodge room has remained as it
was left, awaiting the time when the sound of the gavel should again call order out
of chaos; and the Brethren to renew their peaceful labors.

The Brethren to whom the Charter has been restored, are among the most wor-
thy and wealthy of the town. They are full of Masonic zeal—and rejoice in the
restoration of a Charter identified with their early Masonic years ; that, in their
old Hall and in their ancient seats, with a large and bountiful field before them, and
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with the mysteries of Masonry safely deposited in their faithful breasts, they may
rebuild the Lodge of their youth in Wisdom, Strength and Beauty.
“Truth, though crushed to earth shall rise again.”

Banyamix Dean,
WiLLiax W. Bakegr, ; Committee.
WiLLiam C. MarTIN,

DEDICATORY ADDRESS,.

By Brotrer Caarres Dok, 32d.

Bro. C. W. Moors,—The following address was delivered by Brother Charles
Doe, at the dedication of the new Masonic Hall ot Strafford Lodge, Dover, N. H.,
Sept. 15, 1857. The Brethren who had the pleasure of listening to it, have earnestly
solicited its publication. Brother Doe, with characteristic modesty, has, very
reluctantly, yielded to their request, and placed his manuscript in my hands—I will
only add an expression of the personal gratification, with which I forward to the
press a copy of the address of one who is so deeply attached to the beautiful
Pprecepts and practical principles of Freemasonry.

The hall and ante-rooms of Strafford Lodge have been arranged and furnished in
the best style ; the walls and ceiling are covered with appropriate devices in fresco,
and probably no Lodge in New England has more convenient and elegant ac-
commodations. - X

ADDRESS.

About thirty years ago Freemasonry in the United States was trampled under
foot by public opinion. The institution which Washington and the Revolutionary
Fathers honored and cherished, was despised and rejected by young and restless
America, and even venerable men, who well remembered Washington, became
suspicious of an Order to which he was ardently attached in life, which had
borne him to the tomb, but had not left his memory in the evergreen-shroud,
nor bid his example farewell. Masonry would take no part in politics ; political
parties organized to hunt it down. It would favor no religious sect; religious
sects excommunicated it. It was older than any existing government, and had

‘never rebelled. It built the first churches and had never seceded ; Church
and State united to crush it. Coming not by obeervation, offending not by
outward circumstance, with a history unspotted, reaching back, with unchanging
form, nearer to the Creation than any other organization, civil, educational, or
political, it was fiercely assailed as a dangerous innovation—a new and mighty
engine of evil. Religious bigotry, well-meaning deluded ignorance, politics
(always dishonest since Washington) popular excitement inflamed and infuriated
by reckless demagogueism, the blind rage of fury and fanaticism had their way
in the madness of the times.

In that antimasonic tempest there were no stars in the clcudy canopy that
covered the Lodge—none seen by the persecutor or the traitor—but to the brave
and faithful were very clear and visible the star of Hope and the sun rising in the
East. There are present with us now veterans who passed through that night of
storm—tried and trusted and honored as they who can endure. Late may they
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be called from their last labor to be raised immortal! Long may they remain to
exemplify our principles, to direct, 10 support, 1o adorn, peacefully victorions
alway s, and arriving at last joyously home in the radiant Grand Lodge, where
faith is lost in sight, hope ends in fruition, and charity finds no infirmity or dis
tress !

It need not be said in this presence, that Masonry lives. But whydoes it live?
Why flourishing triumphantly? Why unchanged and unchangeable ; no land-
mark removed, no light extinguished or dimmed, no emblem erased no form
and no spirit dead ?

We realize full well, and the public recogize the self-evident truth, that o
mutable foundation of sand, no basis of transitory expediency, could support a
vast structure through the ages; that no unsubstantial edifice, no unsatisfying,
vain show of a heartless and spiritles¢ formality, could survive the commotions
and corrosions of time, almost from the beginning. We do not boast, but we
must be allowed on this occasion, to rejoice in the present condition of an instita-
tion established in a primeval age. The plumb, square and level have regula-
ted ; the mallet, chisel and trowel have not been spared. Through forgotten
time ; through revolution, vicissitude and wreck of all other human organizs-
tions, our institution has come down to us unscathed, untarnished, undecayed.
The huge domes of ancient temples erected by our craftsmen, were held stead-
fast for centuries; not by bolt, clamp, mortice, or any other artificial strength,
but by their own weight—the invisible attraction of all things to a centre. Tht
Order, to which those crafismen belonged, resting on pillars that never crumble—
to remain when dome and turret and tower have gone down to dust—is kept in
position by no unnatural forces, legislative power, or any human contrivance, but
by the spontaneous, silent, irrepressible tendencies of heart and intellect, the co-
hesion of generous sympathies, the gravitation of the soul upward. You can-
not stop the flow of the rivers, running from the hills to the never-full sea, not
suppress the impulse of genial spiiits thronging to harmonious association.
Therefore Masonry has lived, and will live 1ill man ceases to exercise his social
faculties, to cultivate and enjoy the emotions and finer feelings and to admire the
symbols and illustration of all his better nature.

Whether a permanence of thousands of years in a changing world, whether the
testimony of Masonic martyrs, whether the sign-saving life in merciless bate
and massacre, whether a calm and determined endurance of public odium and
obloquy, whether a never-broken, never-shaken union and unanimity over the
whole globe, whether peace and good will in life, and the evergreen at the grave,
indicate anything, the public have some opportunity to judge.

It is somewhat apparent at this time, in this place, that we at least are satisfied.
We celebrate the victory of these surviving standard bearers of trying times.
We consecrate a new fortress 10 the cardinal virtues and the tenets of our profes-
sion, with appropriate surroundings and good omens. Here are the anchor and
ark, the coffin and the way to the stars, and many such silent emblems, more
impressive than speech. There is no need of any voice here to speak to others
in our behalf, or to speak to us of duty or destiny while these walls remain.
Their Masonic address never ceases. And we are honored with the approving



THE A. AND A. RITE IN CINCINNATIL 167

countenance of the sex of which but one was ever said to be a Mason. We
accept your preseuce gratefully, as a sign of encouragement and the pass of re-
spectability. The favor of your approbation shall live in our remembrance.
Our future proceedings shall not be unworthy of the good name which your
courtesy thus publicly confers upon us. There will be no cause to fear that our
work here will conflict in any manner with your best and strongest earthly influ-
ence, or with the interests of that domestic institution, divinely ordained in the
Garden of Eden.

Brethren, this is an occasion for caution as well as congratulation. The dan-
gers of prosperity are not less than those of adversity. And when this hall—no
feeble emblem of success—is dedicated to its uses, let us renew our devotion to
the precepts of the Fraternity, in an earnesl, enthusiastic Masonic life ; striving
ever, as mountain-travellers, for the highest point in view, which but leads tostill
higher beyond, that so we may, if possible, be worthy successors of the great
and good who have gone before us, and help to bring on a brighter page for his-
tory and a happier age for man.

THE A. AND A. RITE IN CINCINNATI.

A CORRESPONDENT wriles, that the Chapter of the Christian Order of Rose Croix,
and the other bodies of the Scottish rite, at Cincinnati, celebrated the late
Christmas festival in a very appropriate and effective manner. The Chapter of
Rose Croix was opened in due form and elevated to its high grade, seven worthy
Knights of the East and West. After which the officers for the current year
were elected as follows :—Bro. Geo. Hoadly, M. W.; J. C. Holenshade,
8. G. W.; Wm. B. Dodd, J. G. W, The names of the other officers have not
been furnished us.

On the 27th, being St. John’s day, a Consistory of S. P. R. 8. 32d degree, was
opened in due form for the election of officers for the ensuing three years, when
the Ill. Bro. E. T. Carson was elected Sov. Com’r.; Hon. Geo. Hoadly, 1st Lt
Com’r. ; J. H. Gerard, 2d Lt. Com'r. ; and the officers were duly installed.

On the 15th Feb. last, Dalcho Council of Princes of Jerusalem assembled and
advanced seven worthy Brethren to that eminent degree. On the 16th, Cincin-
nati Chapter of Rose Croix was opened in form, and eight Princes of Jerusalem
were admitted to that high grade. On the 17th and 18th, an areopagus of
Knights of K-H, was opened and eight Princes of R.-. C... were elevated to the
several grades from that of Grand Pontiff to Knight of K~-H., and were proclaimed
in due and ample form Kuts. of the Black and White Eagle.

At the close of this interesting week, Gibulum Grand Lodge of Perfection had
its officers publicly installed. The great moral worth and social position of the
officers elect, their rich and magnificent dresses, and those of the Council of
Princes of Jerusalem, who were in attendance, and the beautiful and impressive
ceremonies of installation, imparted great interest aud beauty to the occasion.
At the conclusion of the iuetallation services, Bro. Hon. Geo. Hoadly, T. P. G.
M. of the Lodge of Perfection, delivered an able and interesting historical
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address, on the ancient and accepted rite. Afier which the Brethren and invited
guests repaired to the Banquet Hall, where was spread a bountiful repast
Having enjoyed themselves here for a reasonable lime, the Brethren se parated,
well pleased with the occasion and its ceremonies,

THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT.

THE inauguration of the magnificent Monument to Washington, which
took place at Richmond, on the 22d February, will form an epoch in the
history of Virginia. It appears from the published accounts of the
ceremonies, to have been an eminently successful and brilliant pageant,
and in all respects worthy of the patriotism of the people and of the
memory of the great man and Mason, in honor of whose name they were
assembled. A thousand pleasing and appropriate things were said and
done—and well said and done—but for which we can find no room in
our pages, even were this work the proper place to record them. We do
not, however, feel at liberty to reject the admirable address of Past Grand
Master RoBerr G. Scort, Esq., and therefore lay it before our readers
entire :—

ADDRESS.

GoverNorR Wisg :—The last stone has been laid, and the Statue in honor of
the Father of this Republic, now stands out, beautiful and perfect in all its
proportions, to speak to coming generations, the gratitude of this noble old
Commouwealth, towards him who all proclaim to have been * first in war, first
in peace and first in the hearts of his Countrymen.” Eight years have rolled on,
since on this now sacred ground, we stood here, my Masonic Brethren, to aid in
the imposing ceremonies, of laying the Corner Stone, of this now complete and
unsurpassed work of art and of genius.

The ravages of time have taken from us our honored and respected then
Grand Master, while his accomplished compeer and associate, the lamented
HouxTER, no longer mingles with us in the labors of this joyous day, While we
mourn the loss of such bright lights of our ancient Order, we have yet, my
Brethren, many, many blessings to thank our great and good heavenly Father,
He has permitted us still to enjoy. For myself, that I am spared to be here to-
day, and to be the honored representative of the family of Masons of Virginia,
and for them briefly to speak on this glorious occasion, I must say, I am most
profoundly grateful, and that it gives me joy and happiness. To no merit of my
own, do I attribute this selection, but more to the kind remembrance of my
association for now nearly fortyfive years with Masonry in this State, and in that
time 1o have shown a constant and ardent devotion to its cause and its prosperity.

At all past periods in the history of our Country, the Masonic Body of the
United\ States, have with perfect unanimity, zeal and devotion, manitested the
-most profound veneration and affection, for the greatand good man, in honor of
whom, yon beautiful Statue has been erected—that body has ever venerated and
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loved him for his virtues, and have admired and valued him for his wisdom, his
public services and his patriotism. His model life has taught us the ways of
goodness, of usefulness, of purity, of purpose and firmness of action. Rising in
the majesty and power, flowing from a course of lofty action ; prompted by the
most pure motives, he died as he had lived, the adored of his Countrymen, and
the admiration of the world. Belonging to us, and connected with our Order by
the most constant association, he shared in its honors and in its labors. At a very
early age he became a Mason. In the prime of manhood, he was our friend
and associate. And in the wane of life, he remained an active and warm
friend of the ancient Order. His funeral was attended by hundreds of the Craft,
and judging by his actions and his precepts while living, we may justly suppose,
that to his spirit, none of the honors bestowed on his memory, were more
acceptable, than those bestowed by his Masonic friends and Brothers. And
here, my Brothers and fricnds, it may be truthfully claimed, that the principles,
practices and doctrines of our beloved and ancient Order, made at an early
period a deep and abiding impression on the character and after life of this good
and mighty man. His was a mind and temper most susceptible to the influences
of all the great and good doctrines of Masonry. Firm of purpose—just in design
—unselfish in action—loving the right—bearing with the faults of his fellow
man—humane—kind and charitable—obedient and loyal to the just laws of his
country—his whole character was but the type of the pure teaching of Masonry.
Born about the sanie year when the first Masonic Lodge in Virginia was opened
dt Norfolk, as Royal Exchange Lodge, No. 175, God in his providence, seems
to have designed the intimate connection between him and Masonry, which was
afterwards formed and continued as long.

Dared I 1o trespass on the time assigned to other minds who are to follow me,
on this most interesting occasion, I might tell you of his initiation in Lodge No. 4
—of his advance to the sublime degree of a Master Mason—his election to the
high honor of Master of Lodge No. 22—his presidings over its labors—his
woiking for the Order for more than a quarter of a century, and up to the period
of his death—his acknowledgment of the priceless value of the teachings and
doctrines of Masonry—in a series of lelters, dictated by his own ripe judgment
—almoet to the day of his death. And to all this I might well add, as evidence
of the fruits of his labors, the marked Masonic honors, that were showered on
him, by numerous Masonic bodies, in his appointments to high offices, in his
selection to represent the Order on great occasions, and in innumerable most
affectionate and fraternal addresses. But I am admonished that we have but an
homble part here to perform, and that however much many here would be
gratified with such a sketch, it would interfere with, if not mar, many of the
moet imposing parts of this day’s ceremonies.

The Records and History of the time from 1756 to the time of the death of
our beloved Brother, George Washington, all establish beyond question that he
was a devoted and distinguished Mason. Thatin peace and in war, he turned
neither to the right nor the left from his duty to the Order. That often while
Chief Magistrate of the Republic, he put aside the robes of office, and mingled

* with the most humble, in Masonic association and labor. How becoming then,

22
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is it for us, to be here to-day, and to mingle in this crowning act in commemora-
tion of the virtues and the services of our great and good Brother, and to join
with this immense throng, of all ages—sexes—conditions and pursuits in life, in
this wonderful testimonial of the eternal graiitude of a great people to this
Benefactor of his country and his kind, after nearly sixty years have rolled on
since he was placed in the silent grave. 'Tis the solemn offering of the second
and third generation 10 mark their remembrance of, and to offer up their homage
to the memory of this mighty man, whoee equal in all the attributes of goodness
and greatness, this world has never yet seen. To us, who have received and
now enjoy the many blessings of civil and religious freedom, and who boast this
day, that we are free citizens of this vast and powerful Republic, how cherished
and dear should ever be the name of Washington, by whose valor, whose skill,
whose statemanship, whose patriotism and whose wisdom, these were won from
a foreign foe, and guaranteed by a Constitutional Government. Yonder incom-
parable Statue is but an imperfect offering to such vast blessings. It speaks to
the eye. It may be a lasting memorial of our thanks and our gratitude. But
this is nothing, absolutely nothing, if we strive not to imitate, and implicitly
follow, the advice and practices, of the great original. It were hopeless to
expect, that the best would ever equal this pure and admirable preceptor—but
all may profit by his example. And so, thanks be given to an all-wise Providence,
I here boldly pronounce, has been the influence of the name of Washington, in
the past history of our Country. Dead though he be, entombed now for more
than fifty years, the magic spell of his name, his counsel and his deeds, are
often controlling in the affairs of our beloved Country. In his case “the dead
do govern, and the living do obey.” It is through his magic name—the good,
the wise, the patriotic—the mighty dead, whose model life, has never ceased to
influence and mainly to direct the destiny of this great people.

The obedience of the living, has been, when the times of trial have arisen,
never yet withheld. This is a higher, far higher offering to the memory of the
ever-to-be beloved and admired man, than any frail Statue, chiselled out or
perfected by the most accomplished artist. Let us then here to-day, on this the
anniversary of the birthday of this wonderful man, in the presence of this
assemblage of thousands, under this bright san, and before our Country and our
God, each for himself, solemuly determine never to put aside the teachiug or
contemn the practices of him, to honor whom that Statue has been by the devotion
of Virginia here erected.

Then we shall give perpetuity to his heroic example ; have secured the fruits
of his incessant toil and labor, his self-denial, his wisdom and his patriotism.
Then shall we for all time have guaranteed the inestimable blessings of
permanent and just and good government. Then shall we crush out strife and
faction, and advance peace and kindness among our people. Then shall we
perfectly enjoy all that his patriotism had designed and his wisdom had offered
to bless his countrymen. And then shall we have created a monument more
durable, than human hands can contrive ; it will be a living, enduring obedience,
in a long stream of generation to the parting and paternal appeal of Washington
to his Countrymen. But I must turn from this theme; its fullness and its

ichness, I leave to your intelligence to exhaust,
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With us of the Masonic Order it is a subject of sincere satisfaction, that the
designers of this finished and beautiful Statue, should have associated with
Washington, so many others, bright lights of Masonry. Among them, none can
be more honored than the names of Marshall, Lewis and of Nelson—the great
jurist, and the gallant soldiers. Of Henry and Jefferson, and Mason, none
speak, but with reverence, admiration and love—all were first in different
characters.

Henry, whase burning eloquence stirred up the zeal and indignation of his
countrymen against the authority of an oppresssive Government—Jefferson,
whose prudent counsel and vast foresight, made him the Nestor of the Patriots
of our Revolutionary times—Mason, the accomplished and stern Senator, who
never failed in faithfulness to his country and her people ; and Lewis, the great
pioneer and captain, in the conquest of the vast western domain of Virginia, and
the tried and confidential friend of Washington, with Marshall and Nelson, all
cluster, on this lovely structure, around him who in the past has had no equal,
and never will have an equal iu all time to come.

Marshall and Nelson are freshly remembered, as our good and trusty Brothers.
Many of us have seen the manly form of the first mingling in our Lodges,
marching in our pracessions, and with the kindness and sofiness which ever
distinguished him, associating with us all. Up to the time of his death, his stead-
fast adherence to our Order, was as signal, as his professional and judicial career
had been brilliant. How justly proud should we all be, that our Country has
been so prolific in the production of so many and such good and great men, each
performing his separate and distinct part, and all working in perfect harmony, to
accomplish a common, a great and a good end. No time in the history of man,
has ever given at once such a galaxy of honesty, virtue, patriotism and wisdom,
as that in which lived the seven, whose statues are to adorn this Monument.

But when we shall have completed our work here, when Marshall and
Nelson, Mason and Lewis, shall find their places beneath Washington and with
Henry and Jeflerson, and all shall be done, which human skill can do, to perfect
this great work of art, our hearts yearn for something more than this. It is but
the first step of duty and of gratitude. The ashes of Washington repose
unhonored on the Banks of the Potomac. Misfortune or vice may place them
beyond the reach of our people, and make them the profitable property of the
uaprincipled and avaricious. Let no such national disgrace dishonor us. While
we gather around this Statue, and lift up our voices in praise of the memory of
this Benefactor of our Country, we shall give the best evidence of the sincerity
of our professions by saving his grave and his remains from the rathless
possession and enjoyment of the avaricious speculator. Come then, and with
one heart and mind and soul, and an undivided sentiment, and proclaim, now
here, on this altar, that the Tomb of Washington shall be saved. Nobly have
the ladies of Virginia and the South begun the work. Cheerfully, and most
liberally, have they been sustained by many in the North and East. Gloriously
have you, my good and old and beloved Brothers of Virginia, come in with your
aid and proffered a scheme, which, I here predict, will save Mount Vernon, as
the resting place of Washington, for generations to come. I congratulate yon



172 TOUCHES ON THE TRESTLE-BOARD.

all, on the commencement of this holy work ; it is alike becoming in you, and
due to the memory of tke Father of his Country and a good Mason.

TOUCHES ON THE TRESTLE-BOARD—NO. 3.
INNOVATION AND REBELLION.
** The will of the Majority for the Good of the Whole.” An Ancient Landmark.

THERE is not in the whole system of Masonry a more loyal or pacific principle
than the above old Landmark of the Order. It has come down to us, hallowed
by the experience of ages and confirmed by the prosperity of every well-
governed Lodge, as the dictate of wisdom and the precursor of harmony. Like
all great elemeutary axioms it carries on its face the impress of truth, and
wherever observed and applied it will be found that the chain of friendship and
Brotherly love canpot be earily broken. In political franchises and in some
eocial institutions plurslity in elections may be deemed expedient ; but in the
Masonic Fraternity a majority at least is required and can alone determine our
choice of officers; without it we could have no assurance of selecting our best
and wisest to rule over us,

But this is not all. We are solemnly bound 10 submit to the rulers we bave
chosen. We owe them allegiance. The ancient Constitutions, Laws and Land-
marks of the Order are obligatory and imperative upon every member of the
Fraternity. No individual has a right to declare war against the Lodge to which
he belongs. No Lodge can rise up in opposition against, or secede in open
rebellion from, the Grand Lodge to whose jurisdiction it is amenable. A
procedure of this kind not only would violate every principle which binds
Masons together, but endanger the life of the Institution. Even for a Brother
1o maintain and cherish such a reserved right, would not only show a looseness
of moral principle, but tend to the luss of confidence and good faith among his
fellows. Our Institution differs from all others on earth. It leans not on armies
for its security’; it seeks no police to maintain order; it does not even depend
on Church or State, human laws orfmunicipal government for its protection ; it
has no power over life or limb of any of its members ; its only punishment for
violation of duty or Masonic criminality is admonition, suspension, or expulsion ;
and yet it has existed for ages. For its strength has been in the union of good
men and true—in the fidelity of its members—and in its conservative principles
and loyalty to government. Nature does not abhor a vacuum more than the
upright and intelligent Mason abhors a deviation from our ancient Landmaiks
and usages, founded, as we believe, on virtues which adorn the soul and on the
purest affections of the heart.

Indeed, Masonry is, in its very nature, a conservative Institution. We love
improvement and desire to keep up with the intellectual progress of the times;
but we touch not matters essential to our existence. We see every thing around
us subject 1o change in this age of locomotive and telegraphic rapidity ; laws,
governments, manners, lastes, habits of life and mental pursuits, all seemina
state of transition, as though human society needed remoulding. In the midst
of such fluctuations and novelties the frame-work of our Order has stood un-
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decayed and unchanged ; it is firm and unshaken as ever. We seek no change.
We court not the hand of the modern reformer. While everything on earth
seems 1o lie at the mercy of the innovator, and the train of men’s thoughts is
subject to strange revolutions—while the old adage is continually verified,
¢ Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamnus cum illis,”

the times change and we change with them, we are content to abide by old
Landmarks and perpetuate to others the same Institution we have received from
our ancient Brethren. We believe that a Mason who lived almost a thousand
years ago, under the reign of King Athelstane, and one now in the bloom of life
under the regency of Pres. Buchanan, would know each other and meet on the
same level if the dead could return to earth—so little variation has there been in
Masonic principles and Masonic rites in all the essenlial properties of ancient
Craft Masonry.

I bave been led to this train of reflections by some recent events and innova-
tious which have occurred in some branches of the world-wide Fraternity, and
cast a gloom over the hearts of some of our oldest and most loyal Brethren;
Brethren, whose atlachment to the Institution the severest trials of adversity
could not diminish, nor the floods of party combinations quench. True it is,
that the great ordeal has passed by, and a prosperity never before equalled has
fullowed. Yet, while Masons have been made beyond all precedent, and
Lodges have been multiplied in every part of this immense empire, is there not
reason for anxiety and some alarm? There are signs in the sky—there are
clouds gathering in the West—there are portentous troubles even on the borders
of New England. The notes of anarchy are echoiug along the waters of
Ontario, and down the bauks of St. Lawrence from Canada West—a rebellion
inthe form of anew Grand Lodge ; there are already three or more Grand Lodges
in the great State of New York; and there are secessions and opposition to the
Gen. Grand Chapter and Gen. Grand Encampment of the United Siates. Of the
origin or the causes of such diacord, I speak not in this summary view. I refer
only to the fact, and such things ought not so to be. There must be fault—
perhaps criminality, somewhere; but there should be no such stain on the
escutcheon of the Brotherhood. Even venerable time-honored Englaad, from
whence came our Institution in this country, has reason to mourn a secession or
schism in one of her important branches at home.

There is something wrong somewhere. Perhaps the prominent causes may
be traced ; and by considering and avoiding them in fature, the united efforts of
all good and true Masons wmay apply an effectual remedy. For we may be
assured, that should calamity and eorrow ever again come upon the Masonic
Fraternity, the source will be infernal. It will originate in Lodges. No com-
bination, nor conspiracy outside of our walls, can ever do us any serious harm, if
we be only loyal to the cause, and faithful to ourselves.

Some of the evils which have menaced our well-being and harmony, and are
viewed with grief by aged and experienced Masons, it may be well to consider,
and in season take warning, if we would preserve our Institution pure and
unchangeable. One of them stands out in bold relief. Masons have been
made too numerously and too fast. There has not been a sufficient scrutiny into



174 TOUCHES ON THE TRESTLE-BOARD.

character; a danger therefore of admitting bad men, men with whom in private
life we cannot associate, has been the corsequence. Selfish aggrandisement,
political influence and a desire from unworthy motives to seek advance in a
society so popular and prosperous at the present time, have led some to join the
Brotherhood. Instances have been known of individuals rejected in one State,
and then admitted in another, who alterwards, as Master Masons, have claimed
the privileges of the Order; though beyond all doubt or question, under such
circumstances they never should have been admitted into our sacred retreat. I
once saw in a Lodge a member rise and in a fluent and impassioned speech—
forgetful of his solemn duty, and casting aside the respect due to the Master who
presided—threaten the Fraternity, that if on the second trial of a candidate he
had proposed, another negative should be thrown, he would advise him to apply
elsewhere for admission. This was rebellion with a vengeance. Let such
conduct go unrebuked, and where would be the freedom of suffrage and the
dignity of the Institution. It is to be hoped that such instances are rare, and
may never occur again.

To cure an evil of this kind, there'is now an excellent and standing regulation
in the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, that every petitioner
in his application shall set forth, whether he has or has not applied to any other
Lodge for initiation. Then the Lodge can judiciously act on his petition, and
by inquiry through a Committee, do justice to merit and avoid imposition. Such
a regulation in every Grand Lodge in the United States would be found a wise
precaution—a caveat against deception.

The Master of a Lodge wears the regalia of great power. [t is given to him
by ancient Masonic usage—by the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge—and by
the By-Laws of the Lodge over which he presides. His prerogatives are
personal and attached to the office ; he cannot depute them to another by proxy ;
in his absence one of the Wardens must preside; and if they are each absent,
there can be no legal meeting. He is bound to keep within the circle ot Masonic
law. But his power is never to be exercised in an arbitrary or partial manner.
He is amenable to the Grand Lodge for dereliction of duty and holds his office
only for a year, although he may be again re-elected. The power, therefore, of
a Master, great and irresistible as it may appear, is so limited by time, and
subject to such checks and balances, that obedience becomes a virtue. We
cordially and wittingly give him cur respect, and hold it a privilege in every
Brother to aid him and cheer him in his arduous labors.

Whence then can come oppositions, heart-burnings and rebellions? Do they
originate in the breasts of true and faithful Masons? Never. Look then to the
lives and characters of all those craftsmen, who aim at innovation or revolution
among the Brotherhood. Are they not men of ambition, unquiet, uneasy,
seeking only their own good, and turning Masonry into a stepping-stone to
popular influence? Of some such the reputation would not bear inspection.
They were never made Masons in their hearts. It is said that the angels fell
from ambition ; and may there not be instances, where even a forth-putting,
aspiring Mason like them, would think it

“ Better to reign in bell, than serve in Heaven.”
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.Such men are dangerous. They only wear the Lambskin for private ends.
They should be watched, rebuked, and even expelled, if reform caunot reach
the head, nor repentance touch the heart.

The severity of these remarks may appear to some of the readers of
this periodical too harsh and uncalled for; but they are not made unadvisedly.
The timely and greatly-needed caution in the Magazine of March last, touching
rebellion, and coming too from a source which long experience, faithful services
and a perpetual vigilance for the honor and dignity of the Order have so much
endeared to us all, it is entitled to most serious consideration, and has induced
the writer of these Touches on the Trestle-Board to speak of the danger to which
we are exposed. It was a custom some years ago, when enthusiasts hungered
and thirsted after more savory and high-seasoned food than a venerable patriarch
of the holy oracles could give, to poll off and leave the hoary locks of age to
droop in penury; and by the aid of the discontented form a new society for
some boy to tickle the palate with the rich viands of rhetoric. There was never
such a custom among true and faithful Masons., To divide a Grand Lodge into
sections, and out of one make two or three independent Masonic sovereignties,
is not ancient Craft Masonry. It may belong to a new Order of reform. It may
savor of the delectable doings of Perfectionists. It never came from the Temple
of King Solomon ;—not even after the Babylonish captivity.

To preserve the Institution pure, and transmit it to distant ages, we cannot be
too careful in eschewing all innovations and novelties. The Lodge-room is no
place to try chemical experiments, broach new theories, or introduce schemes
and projects for more light. Itis enough for us to improve what we have—the
sun in the heavens—the Bible on the altar, and the Master in the chair. The
Landmarks of the Order must be sacredly and universally cherished. While
the ardent and energetic movements of our younger Brethren are needed and
honored in the execution of the important work, we should never lose sight of
the voices of experience, and the salutary influences of our fathers in Masonry,
whose faithful services, in the dark days of hostility and oppression, defended
the Capitoline Mount from the Goths, and contributed so much to our present
unparalleled prosperity. They will soon be gone forever. Honor them while
with us,— before the golden bowl be broken.

Though clouds and darkness may sometimes gather around our sacred retreats
and excite some foreboding and anxiety in looking forward to the future, yet it is
a source of no small confidence to reflect that Masonry is so truly a conservative
Institation. In its very nature and frame-work, it contains a vital and restorative
power, which sooner or later will correct every evil and revive a healthy and
vigorous course of action. With all the errors and eccentricities of the times in
which we live, we still have reason for much congratulation; and it would be
well to reflect in hours of depression on the words of Arch Bishop Hooker in
his great work on Ecclesiastical Polity, which seem so aptly to chime in, and, as
it were, dove-tail with these views. * We all make complaint of the iniquity of
the times ; not unjustly, for the days are evil. But, compare them with those
times wherein there were no evil societies, with those times wherein there was
as yet no manner of Public Regimen [Government] established, with those
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times wherein there were not above eight righteous persons living upon the face
of the Earth: And we have surely good cause to think, that Gop hath blessed us
exceedingly and hath made us behold most happy days.” Lib. 1, Sec. 10.

In looking around on the Fraternity of New England, our fear of innovation
dwindles into shadows, and our faith in the stability of the Art increases.
The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts—with her nearly one hundred subordinate
Lodges, never stood higher in the world of Masons. Around her pillars the ivy
of antiquity already puts forth its tendrils and leaves. From the walls of her
inner chamber hang the portraits of a long list of distingnished Grand Masters—
from the honored Price, of nearly a century and a half ago, to those who are still
spared to cheer us by their presence, and counsel us by their wisdom. She has
ever stood firm under many trials, and her light and influence have been felt
on every lofty hill and low vale in this vast Republic—in regions where the
Soathern Cross looks down from the heavens—and among the golden mountains
and shores of California; and cur faith is strong and immovable as the deep-
rooted hills of her Fatherland, that she will never depart from the ancient
Landmarks of the Order. L H. 8.

DEDICATORY ODE.

Written by Rev. Br. T. J. Gresnwoop, for the Dedication of the new and beautiful Hall re-
cently erected by Strafford Lodge, at Dover, N. H.

“Tue Groves were God’s first Temples,” made
. That man might early learn to praise,

And bowing in the sylvan shade,
To Thee O God, his homage raise!

But Lieat advanced ! New Temples sprung
Beneath the crafisman’s skilful hand,

That grateful love might find a tongue
Where “ Wisdom, Strength and Beauty” stand.

Yet not where Sabbath bells alone
Iavite the soul, our God we find,

But where ingenious toil is known
He deigns to bless the expanding mind.

This Fane, Oh God! our hands have reared,
To aid us in our work of love;

An while we've toil'd, Thy smile hath cheered,
Approving from Thy Throne above.

We own Thy light! we plead Thy grace,
To crown our labors day by day,
That this may be a hallow’d place,
To speed us on our pilgrim way.
Oh let us wear the triple crown
Of “ Faith, Hope, Charity” divine,
That Thou our humble gift will own,
While Glory, Honor, Praise are Thine!
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GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF U. STATES.

WE give in our pages the present month the conclusion of the able and
interesting address of the M. E. Grand Master of the Grand Encampment
of the United States, before the Grand Commandery of Ohio, and take
pleasure in again recommending it to the attention of our readers, but
more particularly to that portion of them who may be presumed, from
their connection with the Templar Orders, to feel an especial interest in
the matters discussed.

In the introductory remarks appended to the first part of the address,
as given in our last, we remarked, that, “ it was doubtless due to the
State Grand Encampments that the new Constitution of the national body
should have been submitted for their examination and approval, before
any attempt had been made to put it in operation.” This, we understand,
bas been interpreted in certain quarters to imply, that such submission
was obligatory on the part of the national Grand Encampment, and that
the “approval” of the State Grand Encampments not having been
obtained, the amendments to the Constitution, as adopted at Hartford, are
void and of no effect. No such meaning was intended, nor does the
language employed authorize any such conclusion. The General Grand
Encampment, from its earliest organization, has always reserved to itself,
by an express provision of its Constitution, a full and perfect right ¢ to
revise, amend, or alter,” its organic law, at any and every triennial
session—two-thirds of the members present voting therefor; and the
legality and binding force of such alterations and amendments, on parties
acknowledging the authority of the Body, have never to our knowledge
been denied or called in question, until within the past few months. That
the amendments adopted at Hartford, whatever may be thought of their
expediency, were legally and Constitutionally adopted, is undeniably true.
All that we imended to intimate was, that in our opinion the Grand
Encampment committed an ** oversight or mistake,” in not submitting the
amended Constitution to the approval of the State Grand Commanderies,
before promulgating it as the supreme law of the Order. And this was
said, not from any doubt of the legal ability of the national Body to give
the amendments force and validity, by its own act, but mainly in view of
the changes that had been made in its title and those of its officers, and
which necessarily involved corresponding changes on the part of its
subordinates. These changes, though of little importance in themselves,
were calculated, as might have been foreseen, by subjecting the latter to
much inconvenience and expense, to give rise to more or less of dissatisfac-
tion, that would probably have been averted by the course suggested. It
was in view of this consideration, and in the belief that, in a matter of

23
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this kind, involving no principle of right or obligation, but a gimple question
of expediency, or rather perhaps of policy, that we thought, and still
think, though not required by any existing law or regulation, it ¢ was due
to the State Grand Encampments,” as an act of courtesy at least, that
the Constitution, in its new draft, should have been submitted for their
approval. That it was not so submitted does not, however, invalidate
or lessen its authority, or the obligation of fealty to it, just as it stands.
It is the organic law of the supreme Body, and the supreme law of its
subordinates. From this there is no escape.

A CASE OF DISCIPLINE.

————, N. C., March 5th, 1858.
Cuarres W. Moorg, Esq., Boston.

Dear Sir,—An unfortunate difficulty exists in our Lodge at this place, in relation
to the offense of evil speaking among Brethren. An attempt raade last night to
investigate it, resulted in numberless disputes on points of Masonic law, and
although authority was produced from your Magazine on some, the authority of
Brother B , (a Mason of some eminence in N. C.,) on others, together with
the oldest and best Masons in our Lodge, mostly all concurring, yet the difficulty
has assumed so much of bitterness and partyism, that many are disposed to over-ride
them all. Wishing to have the very best authority I can get, by our final action
at the next regular communication, I make free to address you this for the purpose
of eliciting answers to the following questions. I will state the case briefly first.

A. and B. fall out, (both members of the Lodge,) and A., for the space of some
eighteen months, denounces B. before Masons and the public at large, for a villain,
and in all sorts of terms, and avows his determination to drive him from his position
(as president of a school) and this section of the country. On being remonstrated
with, he refuses to stop doing so, and declines to prefer any charge against B. in the
Lodge, and continues to visit the Lodge, of which they are both members. A.is
finally charged for this evil speaking, admits the truth of said charge, and justifies,
by alleging that B. is an unworthy Brother, and goes on to offer proof, &c. Now
for the queries :—

1st. In his justification can A. show facts of which B. had been guilty before he
was made a Mason t (1)

2d. Can A. have the benefit of those facts to justify himself, if those facts were
knowa to him for several months previously to the falling out, and during which
time he was the ardent friend of B., and recommended him to the position which
he now occupies ? (2)

3d. Can a Brother be himself the sole judge of the unworthiness of another
Brother, or does that judgment rest with the Lodge ? (3)

4th. Are we not bound by our Masonic ties to treat every Brother as a worthy
Brother, so long as he remaias in full fellowship and uncharged, in the same Lodge
with us? (4)

Sth. If a Brother is aware of serious and solemn charges against a Brother,
and for two years refrains from charging him, but permits him to occupy his
position in the Lodge, is not this culpable and unmasonic ? (5)
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6th. If A., on his trial, is permitted to make these charges against B., to show
him unworthy and offers no other evidence of their truth, and B. in the same
manner denies them, is there then any evidence before the Lodge to sustain A.'s
justification ? (6)

7th. Would letters from persons in a distant State, not known to us as Masons,
and whose hand writing even is not known to us, addressed to A. without the
knowledge or privity of B., be good and legal evidence of the facts charged
by A.? (7)

8th. When on trial the prosecution has closed, and A. has replied and retired,
that the vote might be taken, is it competent or proper to postpone the final vote
to a subsequent meeting, and is it proper for the Lodge or the W. Master to say
whether or not here shall be a postponement ? (8)

9th. Afer the speaking of the evil words by A. is proven and admitted, is it
not irregular and improper that these matters, in justification (or exteouation)
should be heard at all, until after the question of * guilty or not guilty,” is
pronounced by the Lodge ? (9)

These are nearly all very plain and well decided questions, in my opinion,
and it may seem like giving you unnecessary trouble to ask your advice, but
nothing but high authority, distinctly given, will have any weight in the excited
state of our members,

You will confer a great favor on mysell and perhaps advance the cause of pure
Masonry, by answering as soon as convenient. Our next meeting will be on the
first Friday in April, by which time I should like to have a reply. We have a
large, and heretofore a most flourishing Lodge, and a respectable Chapter, in this
place, but I much fear, unless we get this unfortunate difficulty nipped in the bud,
that we shall decline, as the parties are both influential. '

I am, yours, respectfully and fraternally,
Z.B.V.

() Great moral delinquences, committed before initiation, may,
doubtless, under certain conditions and limitations, be made available
against a newly admitted member of the Order. But before they can be
so used, it must be shown, that the offences were wholly unknown to the
Lodge, by reason of being of such a character that a knowledge of them
was unattainable at the date of the member’s reception ; as, for example, a
great crime committed on the eve of initiation, but undetected until after
the admission had been consummated. In such a case, the crime, if of
such magnitude as to render the further connection of the delinquent with
the Lodge, a public reproach to it, and therefore inimical to its prosperity,
would constitute good cause for expulsion. So, also, in a case of less
magnitude, but where the delinquency would have barred the initiation
had it been known at the proper time. But, in such a case, it must be
shown that the member, by his subsequent good conduct, has not atoned
for his offence ; or, in other words, that he has manifested no sufficient
evidence of repentance ; but, on the contrary, that his present * life aud
conversation” are such that the Lodge cannot allow of his continuing his
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connection with it, without danger to its internal peace and prejudice to
its public reputation. In a case like this, criminal or great moral
delinquences, committed before initiation, may be used as cumulative
evidence on the trial, for the purpose of showing that the general charac-
ter of the accused, past and present, is bad ; that his admission into the
Lodge was the result of a want of proper information, and that the longer
continuance of his connection with it, would endanger its good name and
prosperity.

(*) Itis very certain that it would not be competent for a member to
avail himself, for purposes of revenge, of the delinquences of another
member, committed anterior to his initiation, and which, as evidenced by
his subsequent friendly relations, he has long previously come to regard
as matters to be forgotten and forgiven. This would be neither Masonic
nor just. Under such a rule there would be no room for repentance or
forgiveness.

(*') The accuser cannot sit in judgment on the accused. An opposite
rule would be monstrous. He has an undoubted right to his own private
opinion, but the case being on trial, the ** judgment rests with the Lodge,"
and to its decision the accuser is bound to submit.

(*) We are certainly bound to respect the rights of every Brother,
and to regard and treat him as a Mason in good standing, while he
remains in fellowship with the Lodge. Whether he be worthy of the
relation he holds to the Lodge, may be a subject of individual difference
of opinion, but such difference will not authorize nor justify any disparage-
ment of the Brother's character. If any member knows another to be
unworthy, it is his privilege to accuse him before the Lodge and put him
on his trial, but he may not accuse him, without affording him an
opportunity to justify himself. Such a course would render the accuser
liable to discipline before the Lodge.

(*) We should regard the neglect to bring the charges, as indicating
that the Brother was satisfied the offence had been atoned for, by
- repentance and subsequent good conduct; and we should also hold that
the lapse of two years, was a sufficient bar to his bringing the charges at
the expiration of that time.

(¢) No Lodge would be authorized to convict on such evidence.

(7)) Such evidence would be of no avail.

(®) We think the vote should be taken at once, unless postponed by
consent of the parties. We are clearly of the opinion that the Master
would not, of his own authority, be justified in postponing it; and the
reasons must be very strong indeed where such an interference on the
party of the Lodge would be justifiable.
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(*) It would doubtless be proper that all matters in mitigation of
punishment, should be heard after the verdict. We do not readily
perceive how they could be urged before it is ascertained whether an
offence has been committed or not, and this can be known only from the
verdict of the Lodge.

We have answered these interrogatories very briefly and hastily, but
trust what has been said will answer the purpose of our correspondent;
and we shall greatly rejoice if it contribute in any measure to a recon-
ciliation of the existing difficulty. Let the two Brethren at variance
remember that “ to err is human,” and become reconciled. This would
be more in accordance with the spirit and teachings of Masonry, than are
their present relations to each other.

1

ADDRESS OF HON. WM, B. HUBBARD.
[Concluded from our last.)

Huer De Pavens, and then Bishop (afterward St) Aldemar, with seven
others, in 1118 first founded the Order at Jerusalem, and took for themselves, the
humble but glorious name of ¢ Poor fellow-soldiers of Jesvs CurisT.” Their
great and holy mission, of protecting weary Christian Pilgrims, against the
Saracen and the Infidel, of dispeneing charity, feeding the hungry, clothing the
naked and binding up the wounds of the afflicted, of defending innocent
maidens, destitute widows, helpless orphdns, and the Christian religion, it is not
my purpose to enlarge upon. They were poor, virtuous, devoted and vow-abiding
Christians. Soon their merits became so conspicuous that they had assigned
them quarters near the Temple and from thence were known as Knights of the
Temple, or Knights Templar. As is well known to all who have read the
history of our Order, they became renowned throughout Europe, as well as in
the East, for their valor, and heroic deeds. - Their government in their own
peculiar form, was over all their members, in whatever civil government they
may have lived. Theirs under Providence was from the beginning a peculiar
Institution. It originated with the nine I bave mentioned. Hucu Dx Pavexs
was the first Grand Master and head of the Order. The first Subordinate
established on the continent, was a Preceptory, also called a Commandery, and
when established, consisting of nine worthy Knights of the Order, (and hence
the origin of our rule, to require nine to form or open a Commandery.)

After that, as their fame, numbers, and power increased, Subordinates were
established over the most of Europe, inclusive of England. These were known
as Priories and Preceptories. All emanated from the Parent-head, the Grand
Master and Grand Officers of the Order, in conclave assembled—or on pressing
occasions by the act of the Grand Master alone. The important measures and
general interesis of the Order were considered and disposed of, in conclaves
composed of the principal officers of the head Government, and the high officers
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of Priories, and] in some cases of Preceptories. On the death or resignation of
their Grand Master, the next officer in command (Mareschal or Marshal, and
answering to cur Deputy) discharged the,duties of the Grand Master, until a
successot was elected. This was done in an assembly or conclave of the
religious and military officers called a Chapter. They had statutes for their
general government, and all were alike subject to them.

Now the constitution of Knights Templar in these United States, will be the
better understood by this brief history of the system of government by the
“ Ancient Templars.” Like theirs of old, the governmental body is made to
consist of the officers named in that government, present and past, and vertain
officers of the Subordinates, in person or by proxy. Like theirs of old, it
recognizes no Templars individually, or by bodies, except such as are’in fealty
to it, while they of old, claimed jurisdiction over members of their Order,
wheresoever and under whatsoever government they might live ; ours limits its
jurisdiction to the civil boundaries of the United States.

Theirs was created by themselves: Ours was in like manner created and
brought into existence, not as an Order, but as a supreme or head government over
all Templars in the United States, and by the Templars then composing the
eight separate Encampments or Commanderies in person, or as represented by
faithful fellow Templars.

They established statutes for their own supreme government and for all others.
So does ours, by the American name of constitution. They established Com-
manderies, Priories and Preceplories, subordinate to the head government. So
do we, by the names of Encampments or Commanderies. Their supreme or
superior government had a constant supervisory power over all of their Subor
dinates. So has ours. Being amilitary as well as a Christian Order, the military
relation of chief and subaltern pervaded their whole government. And such is
the theory of our established government for Templar Masonry in these United
States, manifestly apparent in the constitution adopted by the fathers of our
Temple at New York, in 1816. Their supreme government regulated and
established an uniform dress for all of its members. Ours has the same and
unquestionable power, but I regret to say has not as yet exercised it. It was
brought to their attention at our last meeting at Hartford, by me; and they were
respectfully urged to act in the premises. A report was made therefor, by the
learned and distinguished Templar, A. G. Mackky, which was taken under
consideration by the Grand Body until our next meeting at Chicago, when we
may expect the action to be final.

But enough has been said to show that our system of government is in close
accord with that of the “ Ancient Templars,” and at the same time, unlike other
systems of Masonic General Grand Bodies—while the principles and teaching of
Ancient Craft Masonry, to improve the heart and fit it for the honors that await a
valiant Templar, are the foundation stones in the moral edifice devoted lo
Christian chivalry. And this from my investigations, was so from the beginning
of our Order. Ancient Craft Masonry, then in the three degrees embracing the
Holy Royal Arch, were possessed by the founders of our Order, and were con-
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comitants of Templar merit and Templar power, wherever known or exercieed,
whether in Priories or Preceptories. .

And here I take occasion to notice, that by the ¢ system of Ancient Templars,”
no other Order or Masonic rite than the three degree of Ancient Craft Masonry
was required of the noviciate. The Order of Knights of the Red Cross, is a
prerequisite of latter days, and even now among Templars is only required by
the Templar government in these United States.

Tax OrpER or KN1GHTS or MaLTa—has never been, even here, a prerequisite
or intercallary degree or Order, to that of Templar. That Order it is believed,
upon sufficient authority, was not like the Templars based upon Ancient Craft
Masonry. *At all events abundant history and legends show that these * two
Orders had nothing in common.” Nay more, that they not only * never
sympathized with each other,” but that Templars had not Knightly confidence
in that Order—and held themselves far above a Knight of Malta, in courage,
devotion to Christian duty, and unspotted and unsullied honor. The Templars
had, however, possessed themselves of the secrets of the Knights of Malta, and
were careful to communicate them to every new-made member of their Order.
Hence the Order of Malta is not honored with a name in our revised constitution ;
but it was explained and understood at Hartford, while the revision of the present
constitution was under consideration, that each candidate for our Order, on
being dubbed and created a Knight of the most valiant and magnanimous Order
of Knights Templar, should be instructed in the secrets of a Knight of Malta.
That each Templar was entitled to them, and that they would be communicated
the same as heretofore. Thus most appropriately conforming to our * Ancient
Knights Templar.” .

It is not my duty or purpose to do other than maintain our constitution of the
Grand Eucampment as it is, when Iimake the remark that it would perhape have
been a still closer conformation to the “system of Ancient Knights Templar,” if
that beantiful Order, the Knight of the Red Cross, had mot been required as a
prerequisite to receiving the Order of a Knight Templar. It is not so required
in England—and the closer we can affiliate with our enlightened Knights
Templar throughout the whole of Christendom and of the world, the better for
all. However, as this Order is so pure, so divine in its teaching, so interwoven
with our American system, I have been disposed to maintain it in its present
position with us; and to accomplish the more perfect affiliation before alluded
to, have opened a correspondence with some of the chief officers of the Grand
Conclave of England and Wales, to get them to adopt it as a prerequisite, as we
have done.

Another error of much moment has been promulgated by naked assertion,
without facts, to which I would call your attention. It has been said that the
Grand Encampment of the United States had accomplished the purposes for which
it was created, and was no longer of use. We have seen, by the work of our
fathers, what was the necessity and purpose of organizing the head government
in accordance with the most ancient government of the Order; to found and
establish new Subordinates, from time to time, in States and Territories where
they did not exist, and thus to extend the blessings of Christian chivalry over the
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whole of the United States; to supervise all, and to keep them in fraternal
relation to.one another and to the chief head of the Order. In the faithful
discharge of that duty, Subordinates have been increased, and State Grand
Commanderies have been added, all entertaining the most kind and fraternal
relations to one another, without oue solitary note of discord until after the close
of the Grand Encampment of 1856. At that time the records show that eleven
State Grand Commanderies existed and fortytwo Subordinates, in States and
Territories, wherein there were no State Grand Commanderies. With those
individual Subordinates yet to be organized into State Grand Bodies; with a
domain of Territory still remaining wnoccupied, nearly, if not quite equal to the
unoccupied Territory that existed at the time of the adoption of the constitution
in 1816, an inquiry is made whether there was any longer use for the legitimate
Grand head of the Order!! In three other of the States my warrant has been
granted and issued for the formation of State Grand Commanderies, and in
another State I have been netified of a like intention, thus making four more
that will probably be represented in our next Grand Conclave or meeting. But
with these, then fitteen State Grand Commanderies, more than double, nay
more than treble that number will yet require the paternal and supervisory
power to organize and bring them into the fold of the faithful. The larger the
number, the grealer the necessity of having a chief governmental head over all.
Without it, the true ¢ system of Ancient Templars” is at an end. The days of
Masonic fealty and Masonic vows would be numbered. Numerous independent
(now Subordinate) governments would arise, with equal rights and fierce deter-
mination to exercise power over the new Territories; conflicting and discordant
rules, regulations and decisions would exist—collisions of opinion, any thing but
fraternal, would arise, with no superior to prevent, settle, or harmonize them—
irregular and clandestine Encampments would come into existence—pedlars of
the Orders from foreign countries or from our own land, would be warmed into life,
creating Templars and forming them into Encampments whensoever they chose,
for money ; and these so formed would claim their independence equally with
the others—until the better men and Templars would withdraw from the asylums
—add in the end, the high charaoter and usefulness of our noble Order would
be prostrated and destroyed. But I will not waste time in considering this evil
further. Our Order is too well established, too strongly anchored in the affection
of faithful and intelligent Templars, to tolerate for a moment a breach of their
vows, their honors sullied, and a disruption of their union. Disappointed and
reckless members, whose motto at heart is to * rule or ruin,” may occasionally
be found in our ranks, and who, like a second Erostratus, may seek to destroy
our glorious Temple ; but our whole army of gallant and honor-unsullied Knights
would fly to the rescue, and hurl the traitors from battlement or toawer, portcullis
or drawbridge, into deep abyss of merited contempt and obloquy.

I would next call your attention to another erroneous impression that has been
disseminated, to wit: thatthe time is near at hand, when the Grand Encampment
wust be dissolved for want of means to sustain it, and this, very shortly after the
published statement of its affairs, financially and otherwise, in September, 1856.
And inspection of its records, shows that none of the State Grand Subordinstes
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farnish any pecuniary aid for its support ; that all its revenues are derived from
fees for granting Dispensations and Charters to new Commanderies, and annual
dues collected from the same ; while they are not organized into a State Grand
Subordinate. From this and only source, the treasury of the Grand Encamp-
ment has been steadily increasing for the last nine years, so that at the last
triennial meeting, the funds on hand, were greater than at any other period in its
history ; and the revenue from its dispensated and chartered Subordinates, by
reason of their increased number, is much larger than at any other time. And
looking to the large extent of Territory yet to be occupied, until in the future we
attain unto at least sixty State Grand Commanderies, no fears need be entertained
that its treasury will not be amply supplied. Nay, with the continued increase
in its revenues, reasonably 1o be expected, and with the continuation of the same
rigid economy, and honest and worthy husbanding of ils funds, and keeping its
surplus safely on interest, that has marked the past nine years, it is fair to infer,
that by the time that all the remaining Territory of the U. States is formed into
States, and each State embraces a State Grand Commandery, the interest upon
the funds in the treasury will fully pay the expenses of our triennial meetings,
without, as heretofore, requiring our State Grand Subordinates to contribute any
sum whatever for its support. But in that very far distant future; if from any
cause a call chould be made upon those Subordinates for support, five cents from
each member, once in three years, would be abundantly sufficient to pay the
whole expenses of the Grand Body! No, my fellow Knights, the Grand
Encampment of the United States will not be dissolved or destroyed. Itis too
firmly established in the heart affections of its worthy members. Large acces-
sions are continually being made of talents, moral worth, and numbers; and so
benign has been its influence for good, that all true and intelligent Templars
look upon it with honest pride and satisfaction, as the GREAT CONSERVATOR OF
Masosry throughout the United States of America; while in the Eastern
Hemisphere our glorious Order is highly respected and admired, as among the
most powerful in numbers and impressive in usefulness, of any other throughout
the world. The union of all its parts, under a common and chief government,
the barmonious action of all the Subordinates toward one another and to the
parent head, couforming in this respect to the Templars of old, has been the
main, if not the sole cause of its unexampled prosperity, and of the high
position to which Christian chivalry has attained in these United States. That
high position will be maintained, and that prosperity will be continued to the
latest posterity of the human race, by the same causes that have heretofore
operated—a faithfnl adherence to the great fundamental and everlasting principles
of our Order.

And now, my Brethren, let us look to our professions, and give more heed and
more aiteution 1o our vows and obligations. All of these should be held most
sacred. They should be recorded upon the tablets of our hearts. as they are
indelibly recorded upon the books of Heaven’s Chancery ; remembering that he
who would willfully violate them is worthy of no better fate than that which
befel Judas Iscariot! A desire for independence of virtuous authority, and at
the expense of fraternal and Knightly obligations broken, is corrupt and unholy.
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He is most independent and has the moral courage to be 8o, who lives in sincere
and constant dependence upon his Maker, and keeps ever before him a con-
scientious desire to do his duty to all, to his superiors as well as 1o his inferiors.
This is the life-giving and life-quickening principle that was at the foundation of
our Order, and has for ages cemented the uNioN of our members. That this
UNION may, under the blessings of Heaven, be everlasting, is the humble and
sincere prayer of
Your Grand Master,
W. B. HUBBARD.

CHIVALRY.

Anmoxc the many excellent speeches delivered at the dinner given by Rich-
mond Encampment on the 22d of February, (as noticed elsewhere,) was a very
neat one by Sir Joseph Hall, we presume a member of that body. The follow-
ing extract from it will be acceptable to our readera :—

Although in one sense, the words of a great statesman are true, ‘‘ that the age of
chivalry has-passed away,” yet it is equally true, its spirit still lives, and I have only
to look around me on this goodly assemblage of Sir Knights to find proof of its
existence. And it is still potent in the world that it numbers an array of adherents
whose hearts are ever beating with the pulsation of its true nobility, and whose
swords are ever ready to leap from their scabbards in defence of truth, justice and
honor—whose knighthood has vowed to be the friends of the distressed, the
advocates of the weak and the gallant protectors of the lovelier sex.

The Crusades have been termed a popular delusion, a splendid fanaticism, a
useless expenditure of life and treasure for an unworthy end. But to those who
truly view the subject, they are considered the greatest exhibitions of human
bravery and self-devotion in a sacred cause, the world has ever seen. When before
or since did such vast numbers of men ever seek, under the feelings of a pious
indignation, a voluntary martyrdom ? When undergo such privations to expel the
infidel from the sacred shrine, and drive out the Moslem hordes, whose impious
unbelief defiled the Holy City 7 Though the Turk still retains possession of the
sacred place, it may not be long ere the nations of Christendom shall demand of
the sacreligious Saracen that the light of truth and liberty shall again irradiate the
land, and the true worship again be established within the walls of Jerusalem.

The influence of chivalry, its magnanimous sacrifices, its heroic daring, its
martial courage, its fearless spirit, its lofty sentiments of honor, its sincere devotion
to the sweet dignity of woman, have been felt in all subsequent time. It has shaped
the politeness of modern manners, instituted in the place of feudal force the courtesies
of life, and shares with Christianity itself the work of elevating the being who was
made a little lower than the angels. 'What might have been the consequence, had
there been no crusades, it is hardly possible to say. On this point, authorities are
divided. Some, without hesitation, affirm that but for these expeditions the
Mohammedan power would have overrun Europe, the Reformation would bave
been crushed in the bud, and the blessings of civilization, to which that event gave .
rise, would not have been permitted to bless the nations. That these sublime
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efforts of the Crusaders seem to have enabled Western Europe to rise, Pheenix like,
from her ashes, while they harassed for six generations the Saracen hosts on their
native soil, and though in the end driven out, the Templars only retired from the
contest when the Powers of Europe became too formidable for the advances of
their barbarous foes ; the people had become too enlightened to yield to the vagaries
of superstition. That such was the case, there is but little doubt ; perhaps the
inquiring mind may trace, in the spirit that animated the Templars, that love of
liberty which has made us what we are. That among them may be found the
germ of Freedom, which has since arisen to be the spirit of the age. Though we,
Bir Knights, are but Templars in name, we may represent them in their sentiments,
if it is denied to us in the heroism of their actions.
“The lance is rusting on the wall,
No laurel crowns are wove;
And every Knightly strain is hushed,
In castle, camp and grove.

No manly breast now fronts the spear,
No strong arm waves the brand

To vindicate the rightful cause,
Or stay oppression’s hand.

The minstrel’s pilgrimage has ceased—
Chivalric days are o’er,

.And fiery steeds bear noble men
To Palestine no more,

Rejoice in beauty more than’gain,
Guard well the dreams of youth,

And with devoted firmness live
Crusaders for the Truth.”

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE
OF NOVA SCOTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK AND PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

HOLDING UNDER THE M. W. GRAND LODGE OF SCOTLAND.
The Hon. ALexanper Keith, (M. L. C.) R. W. Provincial Grand Master.

The Annual Meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, was holden at Freemason
Hall, Halifax, N. S., on St. Andrew’s Day, A. D. 1857.

Present—The R. W. the Provincial Grand Master, in the Chair ; the Provincial
Grand office Bearers; the Representatives of the several Lodges in the city, and
several visiting Brethren and members of other jurisdictions.

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in due form and with solemn prayer.

The following Brethren having been selected and appointed by the R. W, Pro.
vincial Grand Master, to the offices placed opposite to their respective names, were
duly installed and proclaimed according to ancient custom :—

R. W. Brothers E. J. Lordly, Depute G. Master ; James Thompson, Substitute
G. Master ; Thomas Short, S. G. W.; William Murray, J. G. W.; Rev. J. Wil-
son, G. Chaplain ; George Fraser, G. Secretary.

The newly installed officers then formed in procession under direction of the
Grand Director of Ceremonies, and headed by the Grand Director of Musie,
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promenaded to the “ Freemasons’ March,” saluting the R. W. Provincial Grand
Master, &c., according to ancient custom, after which they severerally assumed
their respective stations.

The R. W. Provincial Grand Master informed the Brethren that since the last
Quarterly Communication, he had received a petition from, and had granted a Dis-
pensation to, a number of Brethren at Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, em-
powering them to form a new Lodge at that place (under the jurisdiction of the M.
W. the Grand Lodge of Scotland,) to be called ¢* Victoria Lodge.”

After the dispatch of other routine business, the R. W. Provincial Grand Master
thanked the Brethren present for numerous and punctual attendance, and congratu-
lated them on the unanimity and truly * Masonic” feeling at present existing
amongst the Craft, and which had characterized their proceedings during the past
year. He was happy to state that since last St. Andrew’s day, two new Lodges
had been formed with very favorble auspices, under this Provincial Grand Lodge—
one in Cape Breton, and the other in Prince Edward Island—thus affording a
cheering proof of the popularity and usefulness of our ‘“ancient and honorable
institution.” He earnestly hoped that the good understanding at present existing
between the English and Scottish Lodges under his immediate charge would
continue, and that * no contention should ever exist amongst them, but that noble
contention, or rather emulation, of who can best work and best agree” to promote
the true principles of our Order.

The Provincial Grand Lodge was then closed in due form and with solemn
prayer, and adjourned.

GeoreE Fraskgr, Prov. Grand Secretary.

WASHINGTON AND UNION.

Ox the evening of the 22d of February, as a not unfitting finale to the interest-
ing ceremonies of the inauguration, the Sir Knights of Richmond (Va.) Ean-
campment, with invited guests, dined together at Corinthian Hall. As a maitter
of course, on such occasions, toasts were drank and speeches made. In re-
sponse 1o one of the former, Sir Benj. B. French, Eaq., of Washington, recited
an original poem, of much merit, from which we give the following extract :—

Brave old Virginia—proud you well may be,
When you retrace that glorious dynasty

Of intellectnal giants, who were known

As much the nation’s children as your own—
Your brilliant jewels ; ay, you gave them all,
Like Sparta’s mother, at your country’s call !
The Senate knew their eloquence and power,
And the red battle in its wildest hour ;

No matter whence—to glory or the grave,
They shone conspicuous, bravest of the brave ;
One o’er the bravest and the best bore sway—
Bright is his memory in our hearts to-day !
His bosom burned with patriotic fire—
Virginia’s son became his country’s sire ;
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And in these lofty claims we proully vie,
He was our Brother of the mystic tie.

Ere mature manhood marked his youthful brow
He sought our altar and he made his vow—
Upon the tesselated floor he trod,

Bended his knees and placed his trust in God !
Through all his great and glorious life he stood
- A true, warm Brother, foremost e'er in g.od.
His ready word a testimony bore,

Ennobling e'er the apron that he wore ;

And when he died, amid a nation’s gloom,

His mourning Brethren bore him to the tomb!
Well may we honor his dear memory ;

Ne'er lived a truer, greater man than he.

Well may we glory in the tie that binds

His name forever with Masonic minds ;

Well may we deem he stands among us still,
His heaven-born virtues death can never kill.
The speaking statue we have blessed to-day,
To pristine dust may crumble and decay,

The name of Washington can never die

Till the last trump dissolves our m_stic tie !

How reads the record—did not Heaven's decree
Send that pure man to make a nation free ?

God sent him here his brilliant race to ran—
Recalled his spirit when his work was done.

And now shall we, in wild and lawless raid,

Sap the foundations he so firmly laid ?

O’erturn fair Freedom'’s citidal, and say

To all the people’s rights, * away,” ¢ away !"
Press back to more than savage anarchy

A nation now so powerful, brave and free !
Forbid it Heaven—forbid it every power

That blessed the efforts of our natal hour.

And sainted shade, if thou our prayer canst hear,
Avert a fate so dismal, dark and drear !

It shall not come—"tis not the destiny

Of this great nation, planted to be free,
Sustained and cherished by Ais mighty will,
Who, in his glorious deeds, is with us still.

Vast cycles shall roll on—united—one—

(The fairest, broadest land beneath the sun—
Hundreds of millions on its teeming soil,

Made rich and beauteous by the hand of toil,)
This Union shall be found, and Time, grown grey,
Shall hail it fresh, as on its natal day ;

And still, as it descends from sire to son

They 'll keep thy memory green—our WasminGToON.
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CORRESPONDENCE.
Dover, N. H. Feb. 24, 1848.
Sir Knigur C. W. Moorx—

Dear Sir and Brother—Our new Hall is spacious and commodious, and well ar.
ranged for the accommodation of the Commandery degrees, as well as all the pre-
ceding. We have commenced work in our Commandery, with a fair prospect of
its continuance for some time to come.

We now have in this city the following Orders of Masonry, and all in a flourish-
ing condition, viz. :—

Strafford Lodge, No. 29, of which Richard N. Ross is W. M. ; John Twombly,
8. W.; Charles Doe, J. W.

Belknap Chapter, No. 8.—Charles Doe, H. Priest; R. N. Ross, King ; Oliver
Wyatt, Secribe.

Orphans’ Council R. & S. Masters.—M. Paul, I. G. M. ; Charles Doe,R. 1. G. M. ;
George W. Burleigh, I. M.; Charles A. Tufts, Recorder.

St. Paul Commandery.—Sir Moses Paul, Em. Com.; Joshua Edwards, Gen. ;
Jacob C. Hanson, Capt. Gen. ; John Twombly, Prelate ; George V. Bulloch, Sen.
War. ; Charles Doe, J. W. P.

Obituary.
Broraxr JOHN B. KIRKHAM.

AT a late Communication of Hampden Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, a
committee was appointed to prepare some suitable notice and testimonial on occa-
sion of the death of our late Brother Joun B. Kirknam.

Brother Kirkham had been a member of this Lodge from the time of its installa-
tion in 1817 ; he was also a member of all the other Masonic bodies in this city,
and from time to time has most acceptably presided in them all ; and has likewise
held and exercised other important and responsible offices and trusts. The Ma-
sonic honors accorded to him were most worthily bestowed, and always borne with
just appreciation and modesty.

He loved the principles and practice of Freemasonry as well in its prosperity,
when the * dew lay all night upon its branches, whose leaf did not wither nor its
fruit fail,” as in the days of peril and adversity, when false friends and open enemies
“ cried havoc,” and rushed together for its destruction ; and to us it is a most happy
reflection, that he lived many years after the whirlwind of party rancor was over
and gone, and enjoyed the heartfelt satisfaction of again * setting the Craft to work
and giving them wise and proper instruction.”

In this view, the members of Hampden Lodse deem something more than a for-
mal vote required of them ; some just and more extended declaration of respect to
be “left on long record,” in memory of an upright and accomplished Mason, and an
honest man. Brother Kirkham, one of the oldest, most worthy and respected of
our Fraternity, has fallen in the front ranks; and it is becoming that we offer a
just tribute to the memory of our deceased worthy Brother, an upright, energetic
and estimable citizen. But he has gone down to the grave, a bright and worthy



OBITUARY. 191

example of Christian and Masonic life, and in him was faithfully exemplified for
nearly half a century, the cardinal principles of our Order, Friendship, Morality
and Brotherly Love. Therefore

Resolved, That in the death of our late Brother, John B. Kirkham, a bright and
shining light in Freemasonry has been extinguished.

Resolved, That this Lodge, and the Masonic Fraternity in general, deeply deplore
this melancholy dispensation of the Divine Hand.

Resolved, That the Jewels and Furniture of Hampden Lodge be clothed in
mourning for the usual period of time.

Resolved, That the Secretary transmit to the widow and children of the deceased,
and also to the Editor of the Freemasons’ Magazine, copies of proceedings in
Lodge, and respectfully to request that the same may be published.

James W. Crooks,
(Signed,) Danier ReynoLps, } Committee.
S C. Bewmis,
A true copy. Attest, Henry A, Cuarin, Secretary.

Springfield, Mass., Jan. 19, 4. L. 5857.

Broruer ROBERT DAVIDSON,
THE PIRST MASON MADE IN OHIO,
Newark, Ohio, March 10, 1858.
To the Editor of Moore's Magazine—At a regular communication of Newark

Lodge, No. 97, of Free and Accepted Masons, held on March 5th, the following
Resolutions were unanimously adopted :—

Whereas it has pleased the Supreme Grand Master of the Universe to take to Him-
self Brother RoserT Davipson, the first Mason ever made within the limits of the
State of Ohio, and one of the Charter members of this Lodge—

Resolved, That the announcement of the sudden and unexpected death of our ven-
erated Brother, though in the fulness of his years, and ripeness of his faculties, has
filled all our hearts with sadness.

Resolved, That in his death humanity has lost a sincere friend, the country a
patriot soldier, and Masonry an illustrious exemplar. )

Resolved, That although we can add nothing to the future happiness of the dead ;
can give no additional lustre to his name, yet by following his precepts and imita-
ting his example, we shall advance our own usefulness and happiness, and by re-
cording his name upon our hearts will show to the world that we can appreciate
those gentle qualities which give dignity and honor to a Mason's life, aud ensure
peace and consolation to a Christian’s death.

Resolved, That the widow of the deceased be furnished with a copy of these res
olutions, and that the same be published in the papers of this city and in Moore's
Masonic Magazine, Boston, Mass.

Wat. Briss CLARrkE,
C. B. GIrFIN, Commiltee.

Wy, CUNNINGHAM,
A. F. Rosinson, Seg:tary.
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MASONIO CHIT CHAT.

MASONIC CHIT CHAT.

SuaMeruL —We have been shown a copy
of a printed cir-ular, issued by a publishing
firm in this city and addressed to the Secre-
taries of the Lodges, sdliciting them, “for the
purpose of promoting the cause cf Freema-
sonry,” 10 ‘‘ devote a portion of their time in
soliciting the members,” to purchase a book,
which, the publishers say, * should be in the
bands of every Freemason,” at * one dollur”
acopy! The character of the circular, had
we not reason to think otherwise, would lead
us to suppose that it originated in an antsma-
sonsc source, and for antinasonic purposes—
so very like isit,in its terms,to a class of

documeuts which were quite common in this.

and cther sections of the country thirty years
ago. Of the work, which isso much to * pro-
mote the cause of Freemasonry,” (without
detriimeut to the interest of the publishers of
course,) we have no knowledge; but if it re-
quire the aid of such a circular as the one in
question, 10 eflect the sale of it, then we pre-
dict, that the fewer copies sold, the less smpo-
sitson will be practised on the Fraternity. We
have had frequent occasigh to caution our
Lodges against encouraging traffic carried on
in this way, and to condemu the conduct of
Masonic pedlars from ubroad. Our regret
therefore is the greater, that occasion should
have arisen in our midst, for a censure of this
kind.

Qur advice to the Secretaries is, to destroy
the Circular at once, if they have not already
done so, It is not a suitable paper to be
about. :

An InposTon.—The Lodges and Brethren
of this and the neighboring Slates are cau-
tioned against the impositivus of a woman
calling herself “ Van WaanNER.” She repre-
seuts herself as the widow of a Mason, and
that she formerly resided at St. Joseph, Mo.,
where she lost her husband, about a year
ago. She has un infant child with her.

7 We understand that it has been definite-
ly settled that we are to receive a visit from
the Richmond (Va.) Encumpment of Knights
Tewmplar, in June next. They will arnve in
the city in seasun to visit Bunker Hill on the
17th.

0™ A correspondent at Chicago, lll, writes
as follows :—

The Brethren in this State are becoming in-
terested in the Ancient and Accepted Rite.
At a convention recenily held in this citv, 8
number of intelligent and distinguixhed Ma-
sons received the several degrees of the Lodge
of Perfection, Couucil of Princes of Jerusa-
lein, Roxe ('ross, and Sublime Prince of the
Royal Secret 32d.

1il. Br. Van Rensaclaer, of Ohio, was pres- |
ent and gave his essistance in the work.
These Degrees apd Orders seem likely 10 en-
gage tire atiention of the intelligent Masons
of the West, to a much greater extent than
heretofore.

G~We learn from a correspondent of the
London Magszine, “that on the occasion of
the King of Hunover assuming the function
of Grand Master of the Hunoverian Freema-
suns, it was declared that Jewsare heneeforth
to be excluded fiom the privileges of the
Order.” They are not, therefore, admitted
into the Lodges in Hsnover, except as visitors,
having been initisted abroad, or previous to
the adoption of the above regulution. The
same law also prevails in Prussia—Masoury
being regarded i both countries as a Christian
insutution,

PrEsENTATION —We understand that the
menbers ot Orphun's Hope Lodge, at East
Weymouth, surprized their excellent W.
Master, Hr. Z L. Bick~NELL, on the evening
of the 21st ult. by presenting him, in open
Lodge, with a handsome BiBLE and a Puksg
of vne hundred dollars in gold, in token of
their appreciation of his services #8 @0 Ac-
cumplislied officer, and of their respect for bis
character as a friend and citizen 1t was a
very haudsume and worthily bestowed ocvm-
pliment. .

[G~We have received a copy of a neat
pamphlet containing a full account of the
pruceedings of the Grand Lodge ot Virginia
on the 22d February last, at the insuguration
of the Washington' Monument at Richmond
on that day. ¢ have aliendy noticed the
ceremonies and published the ‘excellent ad-
dress of M. W. Brother Scott, und find
nothing fuither in the psmphlet that would be
of purticulur interest to our 1esders. A very
fine lithographic colored view of the Monu-
ment is given in the pamphlet, which adds
much to its value.

05~A new edition of the Tvestle-Board
having just passed through the press, we 810
prepared to furnish Lodges and Booksellers
with any number of copies they may require,
on favorable terms, and without delay.
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Tue AxNvaL SessioN of the  Supreme
Coundil 33d degree of the Ancient and Accept-
ed Rite for the Northern Jurisdiction of the
I\ United States,” will be opened at its GRaND
EasT, in the city of Bbston, on TUESDAY,
2 the 25th day of May next, at 11 o’clock,
A.M. You are requested to be punctual
in your attendance at the Masonic TEMPLE,
in Tremont street, at the hour above named.

The Sovereign Grand Consistory of S. P. R. 8. 32d degree, will be opened
on the same day, and at the same place, at 2 o’clock, P. M., for the transac.
tion of such business as may properly come before it.

CHARLES W. MOORE, G. 8. ¢. H. E.
Bostox, ArriL 1, 1858,



THE NEW TRESTLE-BOARD '

FOR THEUSE OF
LODGES, CHAPTERS, COUNCILS, AND
ENCAMPMENTS.

Br CHAS. W. MOORE, EpiTor or THE FREEMAsONS’ Magazine.

The above is the most popular Masonic Manual ever published inAmerics,
and is more extensively used, both in this country and Europe, than any similar
work in existence. It has received the approval and recommendation of near}
every Grand Lodge, and most distinguinhed. Masons, in the United States. I'l

ives in systematic arrangement, and in a clear and comprehensive manner, all

e aid that such a Manual can Jsroperly give, in the work of all the degrees
of the Lodge, Chapter, Council, and Encampment; together with full Installation
Services for each grade ; the ceremonies for all Public occasions ; and the various
forms of petitions, &c., required in Masonic proceedings. Its extensive use has
contributed more the last ten years to produce uniformity of work and ceremonies
among the Lodges, and other bodies, throughout the country, than could have
been effected by any other means. The work is beautifully illustrated with Plates,
and is sold at $12 a dozen. Orders addressed to the editor of this Magasine,
will receive prompt attention. Or it may be had through any of the principal
Booksellers. A hiberal discount made to Lodges ordering more than one dozen
at a time.

The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of California, recommended in his address,
before that body in May last, as a Text-book, the ‘“ New Masonic Trestle-Board,”
remarking : * I will not go so far as to say that it has no equal, but I feel no hesita-
tion in recording my belief that it has never had a superior.”

RECOMMENDATION.,

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts recommend the “ TaesTLE-
Boarp,” as a work embodying aﬁ the essentials of a Manual of Ancient Craft
Masonry; and in preference to all other similar works, it especially sanctions to
the subordinate Lodges under its jurisdiction, the use of this most excellent com-
pend of the principles and ceremonies of the Order.

ABNER W. POLLARD,

Merchant Tailor, Costumer and Regalia Manufacturer,

. No. 6 Court street, Boston,
ALSO DEALER IN

Military Cloths and Trimmings, Swords, Epaulets, Sashes, Army Laces, &c.
Regalia Goods, with Laces, Stars and Emblems. “Theatrical Costuming Arti-
cles, with Laces, &c. Fencing Foils, Masks,and Battle Swords. Banner Silks,
Fringes, Tassels, &c. Ornamental Trimminfs for Engine Companies. United
States Flags, Decoruations, &c. Regalia and Jewels for all the Orders, Ballot

Boxes and Balls, Gavels, &c. Masonic Books, Carpets. Feb. 1858,
I
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Published at No. 21, School Street, Boston, on the first day of eack
month, at

TWO DOLLARS A YEAR—Ix Apvance.

Letters and communications, to pt?v;alnt errors in delivery, must be addressed as
ollows :—

“ CHARLES W. MOORE, Editor Freemasons’ Magazine, 21 School st., Boston."

No subscription discontinued until all arrearages are paid up, except at the
option of the Editor.

Subscribers removing, or leaving the Nos. in the Post Officeuncalled for,
are legally holden for the payment of the same, unless notice to discontinue shall
have been previously given at this office, and arrearages settled.

[IG=No subscription for the Magazine received for less than one year.
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