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The Troth shall make you Free.—John 8:32.
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Home-Talk by J. H. N.—No. 36.
[reported for the circular.]

ATMOSPHERIC EVIL—SPIRITUAL ARMOR.

A good deal is said from time to time 
about the evils that surround and come 
upon us through atmospheric influence. 
and from contact with others. It may 
be well for us to weigh our liabilities 
in this respect, and study the nature 
of contagious spiritual action. We 
talk of the necessity of guarding bur- 
selves against these evils, by cautious 
intercourse or entire withdrawal from 
society around us, to prevent a commu
nication of the contagion with which it 
abounds. This is all very well in a transi
tion 8tate,in which faith is weak, and we 
need some degree of outward salvation 
as well as inward power. But after all, 
it will not do to content ourselves with 
such a weak state of spiritual health. 
We must not count ourselves to have 
apprehended salvation in Christ until 
we are able to live in any atmosphere 
that the powers of evil can produce, and 
not be oppressed by it, but oppress it. 
That is the ultimate state,—to be able 
to mingle with any society, and4o any 
extent, and catch no disease from it. 
When we attain the fullness of life, and 
the radiating power which makes us 

our own mediators, we shall not feel 
* stuck up* and defiled by contact with 
evil, or, as a consequence, that hell has 
broke in upon us, and the heavens be
come brass over our heads.

It is a state of weakness which expo
ses us to these spiritual colds and dis
eases ; and although we are not to bhime 
for it, yet it is to be got rid of as soon 
as possible. The grace of God, indeed, 
goes to develop a keen sense of the good 
and evil in ourselves, and in society 
around us; and in this view it may be 
said to make us delicate, so that gross 
spirits and influence* affect us more 
than they do coarser people. If this 
were all it does, our ‘position would 
certainly require a great deal of care 
to be comfortable. A stage of salvation 
merely, in which we approach the re
finement of heaven and at the same 
time are left open to the fire of hell, in 
such a world as this, would be, as to the 
present at least, a dispensation of tor
ment and misery. But it is not neces
sary to stop at that stage. I believe, 
that with increased delicacy and refine, 
mental proper apprehension of Christ al
so gives us strength, toughness, and withal 
a tightness and closeness of spirit. Be
sides, we may constantly have a pre
vailing sense of good ; the spirit is as 
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delicate in discerning good as evil, and 
more so ; fa the Christ-life shuts its 
eyes to evil,4>ut is nimble and keen in 
detecting good.

As God is apparently calling us from 
our retirement, and enlarging our scope 
for action, and the prospect is that we 
shall be thrown more into contact with 
the world around us, it is high time to 
consider and see whether this complaint 
of suffering from evil spirits is not the 
natural consequence of want of faith, 
and to be regarded as a weakness. If 
we must have people around us converted 
before we can stand up, asking no favors 
of any body but Christ, what hope is 
there 1 I ieel for myself that if I am 
to be at the mercy of my chance soci
ety abroad, or even in the Association, I 
shall be dragged down; and what is true 
of me is true of all the rest. We must 
stand up and take Christ as a whole 
Savior, and have his spirit radiate 
through our whole life so that we can 
make all evil fall back before us.

The Chr’st-spirit will make you tight, 
buoyant and strong, able to prevail over 
evil, while at the same time it gives you 
the acute power of discerning between 
good and evil. The Christ-spirit gives 
strength of constitution,—a robust vi
tality that will make us like seamen.— 
A sailor cares not for the heat or cold ; 
Ins life as it were protects itself; and all 
the outward elements that beat on it are 
as nothing to it. I know Christ can 
give us the hardiness of the sailor*spirit
ually—his toughness of skin; for, what 
is true of our bodies, is certainly true 
by analogy at least, of our souls. That 
is,—as our bodies are internally delicate 
in structure—a congeries of exceedingly 
nicely constituted, sensitive organs, and 
an almost infinite multiplicity of nerves, 
that are a fleeted by every touch, yet on 

the other hand* this whole mass is cov
ered and encircled by a skin of not so* 
sensitive nature. When the skin is inr 
a healthy condition it can came in con
tact with hard substances, and endure* 
heat and cold and not be seriously af
fected by them. And the skin is oT 
different degrees of toughness* according 
to the constitution and habits of the per
son. Sometimes the skin is diseased! 
seriously, and the person feels as though 
his nerves were all bare. In others of 
different habits it becomes hard and im
pervious. Now I understand the salvation 
of Christ to be a salvation which brings 
us the power and purity and vitality of 
Christ; and not only this, but with it 
the, security and preservation of the* 
whole by an outward enclosure like the- 
skin. If I were called on for scripture, 
in favor of this idea, I should appeal to* 
Ephesians, where Paul says, ‘Put on* 
the whole armor of God;’ and again, 
‘ Take unto you the whole armor of God 
that ye may be able to stand in the evil, 
day,* and so on. In old times, before* 
men were acquainted with fire-arms,they 
wore iron armor which covered and pro
tected the body, like the skin, from head 
to foot. When a person went into the 
army he put on hie battle skin. So. 
Paul exhorts believers to take the ‘breast
plate of righteousness/ ‘the shield of 
faith,’ ‘the helmet of salvation,’ Hhe sword 
of the spirit,’ tec. This is highly fig
urative language, yet we shall find that 
there is serious meaning in it, and that, 
we must find out a way to put on thio 
battle skin, in which we can march into 
the devil’s camp any where, and bear 
all that he can put upon us without re
ceiving harm.

If you ask for examples of this kind . 
of toughness, I shall first point you • 
course, to Christ. He lived his appoint - 
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ed time in the world, and was not cast 
down, or defiled, or made discouraged or 
to act foolish in any way. Ho mixed with 
all sorts of society,—ate with publicans 
and sinners. His disciples even, were 
not by any means free from barbarism; 
he was surrounded often by hundreds and 
even thousands full of a worldly spirit
persons who followed him for * the loaves 
and fishes,’ in a spirit of downright gree
diness ;—and he was surrounded all the 
time by those who were constantly call
ing in question his righteousness; yet 
be stood high and clear above evil.

Paid is the most splendid example of 
the toughness of Christ that there is in 
heaven or earth. See how that man was 
koocked about. A great part of the 
time he had not even common -place so
ciety around him, but only that that was 
as good as dead. He was shipwrecked 
beaten, and hustled about, and after he 
landed at Rome was chained to a soldier 
day and night, acording to the Roman 
custom of securing prisoners. In this, 
and in every condition, he preached the 
gospel—fulfilled the word of God and 

' prevailed over all his enemies. The 
spirit of Christ fought and conquered 
all the devils that beset him, from Illyr* 
icutn to Jerusalem. He fought the good 
fight of faith and failed not. He was 
a splendid specimen of the toughness of 
Christ, and we must not be content with 
any Jess. Christ has the same invincible 
hardiness now as then ; and he can give 
us the same power of resistance that he 
did to Paul.

Again, we shall find that the health of 
our bodies as well as of our souls is at 
the mercy of spiritual influences, if we 
are without the armor of salvation. I 
see no sort of prospect fur the salvation 
of our bodies, in any way that assumes 
that we must keep clear ofthe devilish in. 

fluences that create disease. I see no 
hope for such a salvation in the world as ' 
it is, on any other principle than that 
established by Christ;—4 They shall 
take up serpents and drink any deadly 
thing and it shall not hurt them.’ There 
is no hope in escaping from disease as a 
man would protect himself from cold, 
by covering himself with a cloak and 
staying in the house; for the devil is 
with great propriety called ♦ the Prince 
of the power of the airand his spirit 
is really in contact with us as completely 
and constantly as the air we breathe. 
We may see this in various ways: in 
the cooking of food, for instance, by 
unbelieving, wicked persons;—the poi
son from the evil spirit of the one who 
prepares it will be communicated to the 
food, and in certain states of the system 
will affect us. What a cause of conta- 
gioa is here : we must constantly eat 
something which has passed under the 
manipulations of the devil’s magnetism, 
unless we go to some distant part of the 
globe and raise every thing that we use.

Again, the very atmosphere is charged 
with poison, go where you will, and that 
all the time. The mucous membrane, 
the inner skin of the body, is the part 
that takes cold ; (when we have a cold, 
the nose, mouth and lungs, i. e. the 
whole of the mucous membrane, are in
flamed.) Here is where the life of the 
body presents itself most intimately and 
constantly to atmospheric influences, 
whether good or evil. It is into that 
part that God breathed the breath of 
life. It is the part too from which Jesus 
Christ breathed the Holy Ghost upon 
his disciples. This sensitive tissue is . 
exposed continually to the breath of 
hell. How are you going to be saved 
from this unless you can ‘ take up ser- 
penta and drink deadly thing? without
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harm? Still further, all the conversa
tion that we hear, and all that addressee 
our various senses, comes to us charged 
with the magnetism of the devil.

'Now what hope is there of fife in 
the world on the principle of nmmng 
away from evil ? Our only hope lies in 
getting into such communication with 
Christ that his spirit will be « in our 
bellies a fountain of living water/and 
the current will be set going the other 
way—in being so full of the Holy Ghost 
that we can eat poisoned food and 
breathe infernal gas, and extract the 
good and put the poison back on to the 
devil. Then will our bodies, as well as 
our spirits, be like flames of fire to re
sist evil and purify the world. We 
must lead captivity captive, and get 
command of the exchanges, or else the 
devil will beat us. I know this can be 
done. There is salvation to this extent 
for us, of soul and body. There is a 
union with Christ which will create an 
atmosphere of love aH around us. So 
the Lord shall be a wall of fire round 
about us and a glory in the midst*

Reporter s'P. S. The truth here presented 
is an infallible prescription for the complete 
salvation of soul and body1 To be applied 
internally, externally, and eternally.*

the
the
yount
o( Wn ’‘losopby of writing that we have 
the P | j, "vise ere interested in the 
seen » anu mose
Bubjeci (as we think are at this time)

Hints on Writing;
[The following article is republished from 

4th volume of the Perfectionist—being 
substance of a letter addressed Is a 

r man who asked advice on the subject 
ting. It is I he best presentation of 

nilJ thostf yvho are interested in the 
_________ _____ ) 
will do well io recur to it •*]

Tht • business of a good writer is 
twofol d. In the first place he must learn 
to thimk; and secondly, he must learn 
the art of expressing bis thoughts.— 
Both of these accomplishments can be 
attained by any man of common sense, 
vith due pains.taking, just a9 well as

any other art. There is undoubtedly 
some difference of natural talent, but not 
so much as ia generally supposed. In
genuity is the great requisite; and it 
will work as great wonders in intellec
tual as rn mechanical pursuits. In otder 
to acquire the art of thinking, the heart 
must be waked up. That is the steam, 
engine which sets the machinery of the 
head in motion. Hence spiritual be
lievers, men whose hearts have been 
touched by the fire of heaven, can hard- 
ly fail* of thinking well. By the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost you have a better 
foundation of intellectual education thair 
any college can give. Habitual reflec
tion on spiritual subjects, with a due 
proportion of reading in the Bible, in
history of the past, and the papers of 
the day, wilt in due time enrich you 
wrth a certain and abundant supply of 
thought. I advise you however to think 
(more than you probably have done 
hitherto) with a view to publishing your 
thoughts. Our ideas are apt to be but 
half formed, when we think for ourselves 
alone. If a man wishes to accustom, 
himself to steady, effective thinking, he 
must come out into the sight of his fel
low men, where his thoughts will be 
scrutinized.

The various plans of reform, the* 
wants and prospects of the world, are 
the best subjects which we all may welL 
be engaged upon ; and which are con
stantly crowding themselves on our 
minds. Let us study them, not in a 
vexed and querulous spirit, but with the- 

.coolness and vigilant faithfulness of true 
philosophers*

The art of expressing thought, in 
much like the art of landscape-drawing. 
The object is not to manufacture thought 
by putting words together, but to copy 
out the thoughts previously existing in 
the mind. Good writing is like a good 
picture; a correct imitation of tne forms 
and proportions, lights and shade-, of 
the objects delineated. If you have 
good thoughts, learn to copy them out 
correctly, just as they exist in your mind, 
and you will be a good writer. The imi-
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tative painter seeks to divest himself of 
the impressions which his judgment 
would suggest concerning the forms of 
the object before him, ana gives himself 
up to that simple view of things which a 
child would take who had not learned to 
correct first impressions. This sim
plicity is essential to good imitation, and 
it is the true secret of good writing.— 
Th is is the reason for the fact which 
most persons are aware of, that first 
drafts are generally better than articles 
which have been long worked over. A 
rough sketch taken directly from nature, 
is more likely to be a good imitation than 
a picture which has been altered and 
mended and repainted half a dozen 
times. When you have got a bright 
idea, make it your object to give an exact 
copy of it, without caring much for the 
elegance of your language. The true 
elegance lies in the correctness of the 
imitation,—not in the elegance of the 
words. If you convey your first mean
ing, and your meaning is worth some
thing, your writing will be effective. 
This shows why the writers of the Bible 
expressed themselves so beautifully.— 
They were most of them illiterate men ; 
but they received noble thoughts from 
the Spirit of truth, and they were simple- 
minded enough to copy them out exactly. 
Indeed the baptism of theSpirit,inasmuch 
as it gives men simplicity, is as essential 
as life to writing or thinking. Correct
ness and elegance of mere language, is, 
I admit, of some secondary importance, 
and this is to be attained by practice; 
by closely examining and reflecting on 
the words and constructions which you 
employ; and by reading habitually 
good specimens of writing. This last 
means is I think quite important. 1 
get much help from reading some of our 
best political editors, and the writers for 
the English Reviews. By the perse
vering use of such means you will soon 
acquire a taste and facility of expression 
which will be as sure as instinct.

I would encourage you to turn your 
attention to writing, because 1 am sat. 
istied that the press is destined to super

sede the pulpit in the government of the 
world; and if we can raise up an army 
of effective writers, we shall ere long 
get ahead of the clergy. Their profes
sion was instituted before the art of 
printing was invented. It belongs to 
the old world; and the new world will 
discard it.

In addition to what I have said about 
the ways and means of good writing, I 
will suggest that you will find it neces
sary in this as well as other things, to 
watch and follow your spiritual instincts. 
My experience has taught me not to 
write mechanically—not to force myself 
into the work. There are times when 
I feel inspired, and then I write easily 
and satisfactorily. At other times I have 
no heart to it, and then I let it alone. 
This suggestion however should not 
hinder you from exerting yourself sys
tematically and habitually. It will take 
time for you to learn to discriminate 
between spiritual instincts, and tho 
suggestions of the flesh and the devil.

In following the leadings of the Spirit, 
we must not assume that all we may bo 
called to do will seem easy and natural. 
If we were in a world of peace and 
holiness, it would be as easy and natural 
to follow the leadings of the Spirit, as 
it is for animals to obey their instincts. 
But in this world there are antagonist 
forces. God and the devil strive to
gether in human nature. The Spirit 
of God may impel us to do that which 
the devil will be disposed greatly to 
resist our doing. In that case we shall 
feel, on the one hand, an instinctive 
desire, recurring again and again us 
often as it is frustrated or suppressed, 
to do the thing proposed; and, on the 
other, a counteracting aversion and 
sense of difficulty in the attempt to do 
it. We must not take for granted that 
this aversion and sense of difficulty is 
an index of tho will of God that we 
should give up the attempt. Reverting 
to our primary and most rational in. 
stinct, we should attribute the force 
which counteracts it to the devil, and 
press forward with the more combutivc-
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ness. I find frequent occasion to use 
this philosophy, in writing. The Spirit 
draws my attention to some deep and 
interesting subject. I see that it would 
be very useful to investigate it and 
bring it to the light. But oq attempt, 
ing to do this, I find myself perhaps im. 
mediately enveloped in darkness and 
confusion of mind. A heavy, stupid, 
resisting spirit seems to press on my 
brain. I have long since learned to 
give no heed to such influences, except

• to make them occasions of stirring up 
my zeal. “Forward,” is the word ; “ if 
God points the way, all the devils in 
the universe shall not hinder me.”

________ J. II. N.
Each Necessary to All.

Ina hand of music we have a combi, 
nation of very di fir rent sounds. This 
illustrates the unity of the church of 
Christ. All persons cannot give the 
clear, full, and melodious tone of the 
flute, or the loud blast of the trumpet, 
fife, or bugle, or the sweet tones of the 
violin and Piano Forte, nor is it neces
sary. The more variety of sounds the 
better, as long as there is perfect harmo
ny of sounds—all in concord with the 
the pitch God has given the lune. Let 
us that are lovers of good music ask the 
Spirit of Truth to give ns our lessons, 
that we may be able to join harmoniously 
with the Primitive church in their songs 
of praise to him that has loved us, and 
redeemed us with his own precious biood.

In 1 Cor., 12th chapter, we find an 
edifying thought. Paul says here, ‘ Much 
more those members of the body, which 
seem to be more feeble are necessary. 
God hath tempered the body together,

* having given more abundant honor to 
that part which lacked : that there 
should be no schism in the body; but 
that the members should have the same 
care one for another.’ If a man has 
five talents, God will require more of 
him than he will of the man that has hut 
two, so that there is no room for envy 
by cither. They will each have to give 
an account of every particle of capital

they received; and they will be blessed, 
not according to the amount of .capital, 
but according to the use of the capital 
God gave them whence set them to do 
his business. Every one will find 
it out a rigid fact, that in the kingdom 
of God every man shall be rewarded 
according to his works. If we can but 
get our ambition aroused to be what we 
are made to be, and give a clear, full, 
and distinct sound, that will be acccpta- 
hie to God; aud what recommends us 
to him will recommend us to his people.

Every reader can see that the words 
of one syllable are as necessary to give 
lhe reading good sense as words of four 
and five syllables ; so it will be with 
every one that counts himself as a 
weak member of Christ’s church. The 
promise to us is, that ‘ the feeble among 
us shall be as David, and the house of 
David shall be as God.’ It is true, as 
we have been instructed, that to be 
content with the minimum is the only 
way to obtain lhe maximum ; and to live 
happy is to have a sincere heart that 
says to God, ‘the smallest favors grate, 
fully received.’

1 am much interested in the example 
the little honey bee gives every sincere 
Christ seeker. Ils industry is worthy 

I of imitation. It flies from flower to 
flower with a cheerfulness that bespeaks 
gratitude to its creator. It gives no 
indication of complaint against provi
dence, for the distance it. has to travel 
to obtain its honey, or the greatness or 
smallness of the flowers, their color or 
shape, or the distance they are apart. 
It gathers honey from ever}' flower, no 
matter how they appear externally, it 
boldly reaches into the interior, and 
obtains good honey. Thus, like the 
bee we may obtain good out of every 
kind of suffering, trial, or circmn- 
stance. Though the outside shape of 
them may appear nothing but evil, yet 
if we will but reach into the interior of 
them, to where God is, we shall obtain 
good honey. The appearance of a 
flower does not hinder the bee from get- 
ling a supply, no more should it us.
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We know that God says, * all things 
shall work together for good to them 
•that love him? A sparrow cannot fall 
to the ground without bis notice. So, 
touch more, shall not any evil befall us 
without his notice or his care over us to 
turn the temptation to our best good. 
The very hairs of our head are all num
bered by him that sees from the begin
ning to the end. If we are but feeble 
members, we know Christ says, 4 The 
least in the kingdom of God is greater 
than John the Baptist/ and he was the 
greatest of prophets born of woman.

___________________G. Mallory.CRITICISM.
[SELECTIONS FROM REPORTS FURNISHED BY OUR 

SYSTEM OF CRITICISM.]

CONSCIENCE SLAVERY.
Brother J----- -  : Mrs. R. gave me

«ome account of your spiritual difficul- 
ties, and asked me to write you some- 
thingon the subject. I thought your 
case was in many respects like my own, 
formerly, and that I should be glad to 
offer you the help of my present delive
rance, to assist you in effecting yours.

I suffered a good many years from a 
morbid conscience. It was the great 
tyrant and torment of my life. It 
worked in respect to eating, and in 
respect to all the little actions of my 
life* It was a continual questioning in 
me whether I was doing exactly right. 
It kept me continually answering its 
questions, and trying to justify myself 
against its accusations, even in respect 
to the commonest things. I was a per
fect slave, and did nothing freely; I 
dared to do nothing without framing 
some answer in my mind to the torturing 
ingenuity of this questioning devil. It 
reduced me almost to insanity—where 
every word 1 spoke and even my involun
tary breathing was subject to this ter-

rible court of inquiry within myself.
It is some years since I have been 

rising out of this bondage, but I think 
not till within the last year that I have 
come to a decisive judgment and expul
sion of that spirit. I believe 1 now that 
it is tbe essence of legality ; it is a posi
tion of weakness and death—one which 
has no salvation in it, and whose only 
use is to lead us to a state where we 
shall despair of ourselves, and recklessly 
abandon ourselves to Christ to keep us. 
We cannot have both Christ and the 
law; we cannot have his salvation and 
justification and at the same time trust 
in this legal effort to do right ourselves. 
I see now plainly, that while this accu- 
sing conscience kept me at work all the 
time trying to make out my case, and v 
to steer clear of its condemnation, yet 
when I succeeded, there was no life in 
my justification. I was in reality no 
better than I should have been if I had 
violated it; for it was my own right
eousness that I sought, and my own con
demnation that I dreaded—not God’s.

It Was one of the greatest steps I 
ever took, when I was driven to hate 
and reject this conscientious self-gui- 
dance. I believe, however, it is one of 
the strongest holds of the devil—it is 
the place where we cling to ourselves 
the longest—the last place where we 
see the horrible deformity of our own 
life. If you are trying to save yourself, 
and establish your own righteousness,by 
obeying the tyrannical dictates of your 
conscience in respect to this or the other 
outward thing, the sooner you are re
duced to despair the better. It is because 
w’e have some confidence in ourselves 
that we allow this eternal nightmare of 
conscience to rule over our outward 
actions. But you will have to learn 
that your best efibrts, and all your good' 
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ncss iu this line, are perfectly worthless 
and hopeless, 1 have hnd to repent a 
good ileal more of my own righteousness 
than for any outbreaking sin. When 
we get to that point of repentance, we 
ure ready to cast ourselves without re- 
serve on Christ: and ‘ what the Jaw 
could not do in that it was weak through 
tbe flesh,’ we find he can do. Salvation, 
I have found, consists in getting out of 
myself, renouncing all confidence and 
hope in myself, and simply recognizing 
iny union with him.

Here is the true sphere for the action 
of conscience. God calls us, not to save 
ourselves, or to do some good thing, but 
to believe on Jesus Christ. 3’his is the 
great work; and a true, God-fearing 
conscience, will rebuke first of all the 
counterfeit action which seeks to absorb 
our attention and distract our life in 
outward duty •doing. Thus you may, by 
taking a right, earnest view of tilings, 
awaken your true conscience against 
this devilish imposture, and break it up. 
Conscientiousness, like Pride and Fear, 
must be carried clear through into the 
light in order to be safe. If carried far 
enough these things will correct them
selves. We shall be afraid to be fearful, 
tun proud to be puffed up, and too con
scientious to be legal. G. W. N.

THE FREE CHURCH CIRCULAR.

GEORGE W. NOYES, EDITOR.

QZ We have mailed to each subscriber a 
copy of the Tract lately issued by Mr. 
Cragin. It is stereotyped, so that we can 
supply any quantity that may be desired for 
circulation.

TZ A Power Frees costing $300, has been 
bought for thia Office, and is now on its way 
from New York—the gift of some true 
hearted friends in that vicinity.

HZ As we saw some Irishmen engaged 
in selling up the poles for a telegraph line, 
the other day, we thought if they were 
Catholics, it must be a congenial occupation.

The fixtures to which the wires are 
attached, form a perfect crucifix about twenty 
feet high ; and as you come upon a line of 
the telegraph it produces rather a singu
lar effect to see this upright figure recurring 
at regular distances, until the line is lost in 
the perspective. In this way, crosses are 
set up once in a few rods from Burlington 
to New Orleans, and from Bangor to St. 
Louis. To Catholics this must be a millenni
um of the grace which they attach to their 
favorite symbol. There is something in it 
suggestive to us of the Kingdom of God. 
Meaningly or not, men are setting up every
where the reminder of their guilt and their 
salvation. And tbe telegraph as a whole, 
is an appropriate outward type of the spir
itual agency, which the true cross is intro
ducing into the world.*

A Conscientious Young Man.
Benjamio F. Cooley, a young man who 

fraternized fora while with some of our 
friends in Prescott, Mass., and afterwards 
expanded under Lu Roy Sunderland's ma
nipulations into a mesmeric oracle in poor 
imitation of A. J. Davis, having lately 
been criticised and rejected by brethren 
from this place, and having lost the confi
dence of believers in Prescott, has avenged 
himself by republishing in pamphlet form 
that part of our First Annual Report which 
treats of the relations of tbe sexes in the 
kingdom of heaven, and is entitled the 
‘ Bible Argument.* He introduces tbe docu
ment with the following brief notice :—

The following Exposition, which has 
heretofore been held private, is now made 
public, for the following reason :—These 
principles of the so-called Perfectionists 
having been hid from the eye of the under
signed, until he was led to adopt their 
belief in part,—is the first great reason that 
actuates him to make public the following 
true copy ot the so-called BIBLE ARGU
MENT,—and believing this to be my solemn 
and religious duty, I subscribe myself an 
enemy to all such doctrines and Theories, 
yet a friend to all humanity.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN COOLEY. 
Worcester, May 1850.”
This introduction, occupying eight lines 

of the pamphlet, contains almost as many 
falsehoods as there are lines : ]. The
statement that the ‘Bible Argument’ has 
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been held private is false, ft has been in 
print and in circulation more than a year. 
Copies of it have been presented to the 
Governors of Vermont and New York, to 
the Editors of the Tribune, of the Home 
Journal, and (he Rome Sentinel, to Proles* 
sors Upham and Agassiz, to many of the 
most distinguished lawyers in Vermont and 
New York, and to every respectable man 
who has applied for it at Oneida. More 
than lour hundred copies of it are in circu
lation from Maine to Wisconsin, and it has 
been published piece-meal in the Methodist 
and other papers. The discretion which 
we have used in circulating it has not been 
for the purpose of keeping it private, or re
stricting it to the limits of or own circle, but 
for the purpose of disposing of our edition 
as tar as possible among decent and reflect* 
ing men. 2. The statement that the prin
ciples of this Association were hid from 
him, is a lie. The Bible Argument was 
read to him before it was printed, at the 
period of its first circulation in manuscript. 
3. The statement that the alleged decep
tion was the first great reason for his pub
lishing, is a lie; for it is easy to see that 
he has no objection to deception on bis own 
part, and it is fair to infer that malice, 
and not honesty, is his motive. 4. His 
subscription of himself as an * enemy 
to all such doctrines and theories,* is an 
intended lie; for under the pretense of as
senting to them, ke actually perpetraUdseduc
tion, and is now operating only by an utterly 
dishonest concealment of his doings. 5. It 
is therefore self-evident that be lies in call
ing himself a 4 friend to all humanity.*

So far as we have exercised choice and 
responsibility, this Argument has been ac
companied by other matter which forms its 
appropriate introduction and commentary. 
Our opponents have now chosen to take it 
up in its most radical and difficult form, and 
they must digestjit as they best can. We are 
satisfied that God and the Right will make a 
positive, straight forward profit out of this 
publication, and that now, as heretofore, 
the malicious devisers of injury will find 
they have ‘ soiled their souls in vain’. The 
Truth will take care of itself. On lhe 
whole, we think Cooley is doing us a good 
service without requiring thanks.

Community Common-places.
—We may consider attacks of disease as 

simply methods among others of the devil’s 
invention, to divert our attention from 
Christ. The disease, whatever it may be, 
demands our whole attention; but if ws can 
contrive to disobey it in one thing, do some
thing which it forbids us for instance, we 
can weaken and discourage it,and commence 
a course which will finally rout it. This is 
a simple method of combatting disease; for 
every body can find out how to disobey it 
in some particular: and the work of disobe
dience once begun, it is down-bill work. 
To illustrate: a child becomes troublesome 
and disagreeable, we worry along with him 
a while, and do not know exactly how to 
get at the evil; but by and by something 
comes up which enables us to quarrel with 
him, and then we get a victory over the 
whole difficulty. Thus it is wilh disease. 
It makes no difference where we attack it; 
the thing to be done is to make an issue 
with it somewhere, and the quarrel will end 
in victory.

—We think that God is near us when we 
are happy—in the sunshine of his appro
bation; but he is also near us when we are 
criticised. We may always consider that 
God draws specially near to us in criticism ; 
for he says, 4 whom I love, I rebuke and 
chasten.*

—Little children are continually found 
fault with. It is 4 don’t do this/* 4 do be 
still. 4 you have done that wrong/ 4 do this 
better.* from one day to another; and yet 
they bate nothing of their buoyant, cheerful 
activity; ildoes not make a breach between 
them and their parents, and they do not say 
they will never try agaio. They never im
agine they know every thing—they expect 
to be continually checked and corrected; 
bul they act freely, and receive correction 
wilh simplicity. They know their parents 
love lhem, and they nave no self-conceit. 
We must all be converted, and become like 
little children in this respect.

—If we can only look back to a time when 
we know we submitted to God, we need no 
more assurance of our salvation. The dev
il may lose his captives, because there is a 
a 'stronger than he; but if we have once 
yielded ourselves to God, wc can never get 
away from him, we are his servants for
ever.
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Daily Bread.
In my late experience 1 have often 

recurred to a remark in some past Home 
Talk—that 4 unbelief regards God as a 
capricious being, who once in a while, 
when he is in a good humor, will give 
ns something, but we must not expect 
regular supplies.* My heart has craved 
regular supplies, and this prayer, 4 give 
us this day our daily bread,’ has assumed 
an indescribable beauty. Peter’s ex
hortation—4 as new-born babes desire 
the sincere milk of the Word, that ye 
tnay grow thereby,’ points me to the 
same simplicity of prayer. I want 
spiritual nourishment suitable to my 
capacity from one day to another—reg- 
ularly, not by fits; and 1 believe that 
God is a tender parent, who w.ill not 
deny my daily wants. 4 He will give to 
•every one their portion of meat in due 
season.’ This never ceasing prayer for 
the Holy Spirit commends itself to me 
ns tbe natural breath of our spirit’s 
respiration—the air of the Kingdom of 
God—and I respond with all my heart 
to the saying of Christ, 4 Men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint. H.

The Age of Spiritualism.
Since the mention of the Stratford ‘ Mys

teries* in the last Circular, our comrade, S. 
R. Leonard, has visited Stratford, and sends 
us the following interesting report of his 
•bservations:

Brooklyn, L. I., May 18, 1850.
Dear Editor :—For the last week 

our family here have been interesting 
(hemselves somewhat in the 4 Strutford 
Rappings.’ Some ten days ago, two of 
our company sailed up the Sound, and 
visited the residence of Rev. Dr. Phelps, 
w lie re these mysterious rappings occur. 
Their report was substantially tho same 
as has appeared in the public papers ; 
and they returned home satisfied that the 

family are respectable, intelligent, and 
conscientious—that they are the Vic
tims, and not the abettors of these super
natural disturbances, and their testimo
ny concerning the things which have 
happened entirely reliable.

During the present week Mr. Cragin 
and myself have visited Stratford for the 
purpose of further exploring these mys
teries ,• and it will perhaps interest the 
readers of the Circular to briefly lay 
before them the results of our observa
tions. I must be allowed to say here, 
however, that I had no thoughts of 
reporting to the public at the time of my 
visit to Stratford, (it having been sug
gested to me since my return,) and 
consequently do not pretend to much 
minuteness of detail in whatever I may 
relate. And it may be further premised 
that I am not writing to convince 
skeptics, but simply to relate my own 
observations and convictions,—only ex
pecting for them an appreciation so far 
as they commend themselves to the can
dor and common sense of your reflec
ting readers, as indications of the4 Age 
of Spiritualism.’

The communications of the spirits at 
Stratford, unlike those at Rochester, 
appear to be confined to the family in 
which they transpire. They profess to 
have a special mission to this family, 
and refuse to communicate with any 
others. And, as their principal com
munications relate to private interests, 
it belongs to some one other than myself 
to lay them before the public; but I may 
say this much—that they display an 
acquaintance with their subject which 
convinces those who are concerned in 
their revelations, of their intelligence.

Many of their doings, however, are 
of a more public nature than their coin
inunications, and are more or less mani-

Digitized by CjOOQle



THE FREE CHURCH C!RCUL/\R. 139

lest to any one who may visit the house. 
At the time we were present, a lady (a 
connection of the family) from Phila
delphia was visiting there, and, being 

unbeliever io the reported manifesta
tions, had come expressly to explode the 
whole thing, and thus redeem the repu- 
Ii<m of her relatives in the circle where 
.she resided. But, in spite of her pre* 
vious persuasions, a week’s residence 
io the house had completely exploded 
her skepticism, and at the time we speak 
of she appeared to be the special object 
of annoyance by these invisible agencies. 
Shortly after her arrival her dresses 
fWere stolen from her room and secreted, 
some in one place and some in another, 
and after she had collected them again 
and was endoavoring to lock them up in 
a trunk, the key was jerked from her 
bapd by an unseen power. After this 
occurrence it was communicated to the 
family by the usual • rappings’ that the 
key would be returned at a certain spe. 
cified time. At the hour appointed the 
key came suddenly flying across the 
room^triking the person of Mrs. P——; 
but whence it came was known only to 
the subtle agency that abducted it. At 
other times this lady’s dresses would be 
taken from a locked wardrobe, and after 
she bad searched for them in vain, would 
be replaced. On Sunday morning, the 
12th inst., Mr. 8—a resident of the 
town and teacher of the high school, 
requested that the two keys (of the 
room and tJie wardrobe attached to it) 
might bo placed in his possession, and 
he would be responsible for the quietness 
of their contents. He took the keys, 
being assured by the undoubted word of 
the family that there was not a duplicate 
•f them in the house, locked the doors 
himself, and was absent during the day. 
On returning at night, the contents of i shreds

the wardrobe were missing, and, if I 
recollect aright,the doors were unlocked. 

Shortly after our own arrival, as wo 
were conversing with Mr. Phelps in the 
parlor, a sudden racket from the adjoin, 
ing room alarmed our ears, and as tho 
occupants of it quickly opened tho door, 
we discovered chairs lying about the 
floor in confusion, a bureau drawer had 
leaped from its case to the centre of 
the room, and ako the doctor’s cane, 
which he had a few minutes before laid 
up in its usual resting place. An hour 
or two after this, the lady already allu. 
ded to, while in a room up stairs, in 
which two or three children were sitting 
on the floor quietly playing, was alarmed 
by the sudden throwing in all directions 
of various loose articles about the 
apartment. Little books and large 
commentaries would fly from the libra, 
ry, and divers things from other quar
ters of the room. This was continued, 
and repeated as last as she replaced an 
article, until, becoming frightened, she 
sent the children out, when the commo, 
tion ceased. And perhaps it would be well 
to say in this connection that one of 
these children, a lad of about 11 years 
of age, and his sister, a young lady of 
16, appear in some way to be connected 
with these supernatural manifestations, 
Though their presence is not necessary 
absolutely, (as all the strange phenome. 
na occur when they are absent, and 
even miles from home,) yet the special 
manifestations are more frequently in 
the vicinity of their persons than any 
where else. It is in this young lady’s 
room, and on the door of her room, 
where loud knockings as with an axe 
are made in the night; and this is the 
boy who a number of times has literally 
had the clothes on his person torn into 

suddenly, in the presence of the
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family and others who might happen to 
be in. These two persons are dearly 
impressible characters, and, the young 
lady especially, amiable; and whatever 
agency they may have in the case, are 
undoubtedly innocent of any vol* 
untary connection with this witch, 
craft.

After the family had dined, the day 
we were there, and the servants had 
commenced removing the plate from the 
table, the latter began to move, and was 
increasing to a violent shuffle, when it 
was stopped only by the united strength 
of some half dozen persons. The same 
power, with the evident intention of 
throwing the things from the table, was 
again manifested at tea-time, and was 
again met and resisted by physical 
strength. The silver service, such as 
forks and spoons, have a number of 
times, while on the table, been bent into 
ludricous shapes, and after being re
moved have been straightened again by 
the same agency. This thing occurred 
while our friends were there two weeks 
ago, and has taken place several times 
since. Mrs. Phelps informs us they 
were once straightened while she was sit
ting at the table. The last time these 
were bent, the family and some visitors 
attempted to straighten them: the result 
is, the task is imperfectly accomplished. 
It is nothing unusual for a shovel or 
poker, and other loose articles, to sud- 
dcnly leave their places and leap across 
the room through open doors and closed 
windows. Many panes of glass in dif
ferent parts of the house have been 
broken in this way.

The day previous to our visit, the 
doctor had written a letter to Philadel- 
phi a, relating to a matter in which the 
‘spirits’ profess to be interested.— 
After finishing, and before mailing it, he 

left home for a short time, and in his ab
sence it was purloined and destroyed by 
these invisibles, who communicated the 
fact to the family by 1 rapping,’ inform
ing them as their reason for doing so, 
of a certain clause in the letter to which 
they objected. Mr. P. was asked on 
his return, if he had written the letter, 
with the clause alluded to, and he re
plied affirmatively. The next day an
other letter was purloined by these in
termeddling sprites, and afterwards re
turned with the words ‘ safe and sound* 
written on it, in a hand-writing unknown 
to the family.

It would make my story too long to 
continue these descriptions much fur
ther ; but I must not refrain from no
ticing a pageaut, so fantastic and sol
emn, as to produce in us the simultane
ous sensations of levity and awe. The 
following extract from the N. Y. Tri
bune of the 24th ultimo, well describes 
the phenomenon, and is inserted here 
in the place of a paragraph of my 
own:—

“ Various rooms were fixed up with great 
ingenuity to represent funerals,and pageants 
similar to Roman Catholic performances. 
There were several human figures, mostly 
serious, but some very grotesque, in ap
pearance and posture. These were formed 
out of whatever came to hand best fitted 
for the purpose. It was curious to see how 
every wardrobe and trunk and lurking place 
in the house was ransacked for materials. 
The neck of one of the female figures, 
kneeling al the foot of the bed, in a chamber, 
her arms crossed, bead bowed, and an open 
Bible before her, was formed of the leather 
top of a carpet bag, rolled up. There were 
four other figures, one on each bedpost; a 
flying figure, with a parasol, was pinned to 
one of the curtains of a window. In rooms, 
closets, everywhere, those figures were 
stumbled upon. The great wonder then 
was, the sculptural beauty and fullness of 
their outline, their number, and the incredi
bly short time in which they were repro
duced after being pulled all to pieces, and 
the sirnultaneousuess of their appearance. 
As fast as they could be destroyed in one 
room, they would reappear in another. A 
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taste and effect was shown in their arrange
ment which it would ordinarily take hours 
to produce.*'

I introduce this extract the move readi
ly, as it very naturally savored, before 
our visit to Stratford, of exaggeration, 
but after our own persona! observations 
commended itself to us as substantially 
true.

On entering the parlor eliamber in 
company with other friends,, we beheld 
three of these figures—two of them rest- 
ing upon chairs in a kneeling posture 
and indining forward in the attitude of 
silent prayer, and one sitting on the 
floor leaning against the corners of the 
room. (And we have to confess here, 
deer editor, to a slight disturbance of 
oar nerves, as we found ourselves in the 
presence of these august yet supremely 
ridiculous creations of intelligent and 
uknown agents.) One of these wore 
a gingham dress belonging to the Pbila 
delphia lady, a mourning hat, covered 
with a black veil, and mounted by a 
blue feather. They had been formed 
within two hours, as they were not in 
the room at five o’clock, and it being 
only seven o’clock when we visited 
them. As is suggested in the above 
quotation, we were astonished at their 
sculpture and fullness of outline from 
head to feet, and the complete natural
ness of their position as imitations of live 
persons. Mr. C. and myself assisted in 
taking them to pieces; and while we 
found complete symmetry of form, and 
tasty arrangement on the outside, in- 
wardly they were staffed with a variety 
of articles, wadded together in chaotic 
confusion. I believe there have been 
thirteen of these figures in a room at a 
time.

In the evening we were witnesses to 
the mode of communication between 
the spiritsand the family, by means of

the alphabet and rapping; but as nothing 
very remarkable occurred, I will now 
only take space to say that we heard 
enough to persuade us there were verita- 
b!e raps perpetrated in answer to ques
tions, by some agency ether than that 
of the company present.

I have not given quite so full a report 
as I desired, but its length already ad. 
monishes me that I must abruptly elose 
my narrative, and give room for a few 
concluding remarks that suggest them, 
selves.*

1. According to their own represen. 
tations, these Stratford spirits are two, 
and their mission relates toanr extensive 
fraud they committed or were accesso
ries to when in the body ; and while one 
of them is endeavoring to make restitu
tion, and relieve his conscience by 
enlightening those whose interests are 
involved, the other is as zealously inte
rested in frustrating the plans of his 
partner, and* appears to be the wicked 
spirit that causes the mischief at Strat. 
ford. This development contradicts the 
revelation from Lorenzo Dow, as repor. 
ted in the Circular of Jan. 28, tint 
‘ Hell is man’s own body, and when he 
escapes from that he escapes from bon. 
dageand also indicates that the 
judgment which we find ourselves living 
in is pressing upon the spirits in Hades, 
sulyecting them to a historical criticism 
of their past lives.

2. We have been educated to look 
upon our Puritan forefathers as bigoted

•As I have oot attempted in this sketch to 
repeat what others have already reported, 
by noticing the origin or narrating the 
history thus far of these mysteries, I would, 
refer such of your readers as desire fuller 
information concerning them, to the testi
mony of disinterested witnesses of what 
they have seen and beard, as reported 
in the New York Weekly Sun of the 27lli 
April and its succeeding No., and the Daily 
Tribune of the 24lh and 26th April.
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and superstitious in their zealous perse, 
cution of witches. But these latter-day 
transactions tend to redeem their char
acters from this charge, and lead us to 
reverence the Bible theory of witches 
and supernatural interference of both 
good and evil agencies.

3. We may recognize in the skepti
cism that exists in relation to these 
‘ mysterious Tappings,’ the incredulity 
and stubbornness of unbelief. People 
have been in the habit of arguing against 
the ‘ age of miracles’ because they could 
see no supernatural manifestations; and 
now that they actually happen before 
their eyes, they Refuse to believe, ‘ be
cause the age of miracles is past.’ Is 
not this a commentary on the sagacity 
of Christ’s saying—‘ If ye believe not 
Moses and tho prophets, neither will ye 
believe though one should rise from the 
dead ?’

4. We wish decidedly to confess our 
own convictions of the verity of the 
mysterious rappings and other manifes
tations. Without pretending to reve
rence them as of divine authority, they 
manifestly indicate that the veil between 
this world and Hades is growing thin, 
and that unbelief in the supernatural 
will continue to be ‘rapped’ till it is 
forced to surrender.

In conclusion, permit me in a word to 
express our grateful appreciation of the 
generous hospitality extended to us by 
Mr. Phelps and family. The genuine 
courtesy and kindness which met us on 
every hand betokened a refinement and 
education of the moral and social feel
ings, the cultivation of which we would 
commend to those who can distrust their 
integrity or suspect them of collusion 
as the easiest way of accounting for 
mysteries which they cannot fathom.

Yours &c., S. R. L.

CORRESPONDENCE.
As a matter of interest to our readers, vVO 

publish the following letter to Mr. Cragin, 
acknowledging the receipt of a package of 
books:

Galveston, Texas, May 5,1850.
Dear Brother :—Your invaluable 

favor has safely arrived, much to my 
gratification ; for though we have lived 
twelve years in this wild, benighted, 
and slavebolding region, yet I have not 
lost my first love; and though I may 
have made but small advances, or none 
at all, I still acknowledge the care and 
kindness of God; and your favor brought 
a refreshing like a shower on parched' 
ground ; for which God be praised.— 
‘ The earth is the Lord’s and the fullsesa 
thereof;’ and you, brother Cragin, have, 
acted like a good and faithful steward, 
whom I know God will and does reward 
accordingly ; and many more besides 
myself will rejoice through your favor. 
My wife, who estimates the value of 
things in dollars and cents, says to me, 
your present is worth $30 ; for she reads* 
the publications with pleasure, and is* 
very anxious to visit you and the breth
ren, though she is a Methodist, but not 
much in bondage to them. * ♦ *

Brother Cragin, I wish to make yon* 
a proposition, which I hope yon will' 
lay hold on. At all events, give ua in< 
Texas a fair and candid hearing; and 
1 have do doubt you will. A few days 
since, 1 was talking with A. W. D — -, 
saying what I would give to your Com
munity if a part of them would come to 
this country. In answer to my remarks, 
he said, Tell them tor me, that I will 
give them 1000 acres of good land, with. 
a good water-power, in a healthy portion * 
of Texas. He says, ‘ 1 will deed it to : 
the Community,or their representatives, 
fore ver,if they will come to this country.* 
Much more could be said, but let thia 
suffice now. I wish you would send 
some person here in whom you have • 
confidence, and examine this question ; 
then you can decide accordingly. D. 
is not counted wealthy, according as
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the term wealthy is understood in this 
country ; but he owns several thousand 
acres of land. He has a good planta- 
lion where he lives, and a number of 
slaves, and I believe treats them kindly. 
The subject of slavery I think is little 
understood at the North. Now D-------
will do what he has proposed, I think, 
and many more, f have reason to believe, 
would come into the measure. I think 
when you have thoroughly examined the 
question, you will find it both your 
pleasure and your duty, not to hide your 
light under a bushel, but to aid in ex
tending God’s light in Texas. You 
must judge of this matter ; but if you 
should not come, I fear God will not 
prosper you in Oneida. He only knows. 
I judge no naan.

I think that God has granted to this 
country blessings that New York and 
the North know not of ; I mean in soil 
and climate. I know that he has blessed 
me in a peculiar manner, beyond my 
expectations. I know that I am not 
looking after money; but I desire to be 
useful as a steward in God’s household. 
In this I am prospered ; for l am able 
this year to build on one and two year’s 
credit, 820,000 worth of sugar mills. I 
would like to say much more about 
God’s dealings with me, but I must bold 
up ; I can only say now, come and see, 
and judge.

I did not discover untH now that your 
letter was dated at Brooklyn, N. Y. 
I shall therefore direct this to that place. 
I shipped on board the bark Montauk, a 
barrel of syrup to you, directed to the 
care of J. H. Brower & Co., New York, 
and if you wish, you can take charge of 
it in New York when it arrives, and 
dispose of it as you think best; and 
when you have received it, I wish you 
would answer this letter as fully as you 
can afford to. If you can bear the 
burden, I should like to correspond with 
you as often as would be convenient to 
you. 1 think I can send you some sub- 
bcribers. to the Free Church Circular, 
and shall do so as often as I can. * *

I remain &c., Hibam Close.

[ iVe may say in reference to the foregoing, 
that oun brother's generosity i« warmly 
estimated by the Community. The invite* 
lion repealed in this letter is under consid
eration, as he will learn frou^Mr. Cragin'* 
private reply.}

[Mu. De Latre, the writer of the follow, 
ing, will be remembered ns a (ormer corre
spondent, whose letter of inquiry wa$ 
published in the 34 No. of the Circular. He* 
visited us soon after that correspondence : J 

DruTrunondvilLe, Canada West, ) 
May 30, 1850. £

My Dear M--------: W hen I left yot>
in Feb., I suppose that neither you nor 
I thought it would be qnite three months 
before I should write to you- Suclv 
however, has been the fact; and 1 can
give no other reason for it than this :■— 
that knowing how much you had at 
heart the welfare of our community 
here, and wishing ft> give you some 
account of it, in relation to the new 
views introduced through our acquain
tance with your Association and its 
publications, 1 postponed doing so from, 
time to time, hoping that things would 
soon settle down so as to enable me to 
see what our position was likely to be. 
1 can now give you some idea of how 
we stand* 1 knew from the first that 
the spirit of this community would have 
to undergo a complete revolution—a 
change from the 4 love of life,’ which had 
been too successfully instilled into them, 
to the true martyr spirit, so Well treated 
of in the Berean.—(Chapter on ‘ Love 
of Life.’) When, therefore, your works 
were not merely read, but brought to 
bear upon their actual experience, there 
arose no small stir, which continued for 
some weeks in the shape of discussion, 
(already too rife,)—resulting in the 
withdrawal of some of our members—- 
one or two having been too effectually 
magnetised by our former leader, and 
others finding the new school too practi
cal. On the whole, though portions of 
your works are in high repute, others 
are in high disgrace—in one instance 
Mr. N. having been charged even with 
imputing sin to Christ.
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Thus, though shaken and mutilated, 

our little body still holds together ; but 
no longer on a foundation of sand. We 
now form a nucleus which, I may say, is 
in perfect symyathy with yourselves. 
W e have had to storm it in order to 
attain to this; for I at once proclaimed 
my entire identity with the Church at 
Oneida, and told them that I rejoiced in 
saying, that ‘ your God was my God, 
and your people my people.’ Your 
standard has been planted here, and 
blessed are those who have rallied around 
it. We thank God for having brought 
about a union between us, and especially 
that he over put it into my heart to 
visit you personally. I feel it a high 
privilege to have made your acquaint
ance; and I value your good opinion as 
I have never valued that of the world.

We always hail the appearance of 
your Circular. Some portions of it are 
sure to be read at our meetings, and 
occasionally a chapter in the Berean, 
with Bible at hand to be referred to after 
the manner of true Bereans ; and I can 
truly say that these meetings are usually 
most edifying to us ; for they are now 
attended solely by those of one mind.

Some remarks contained in a recent 
No. of the Circular we found very use
ful. They formed the substance of a 
reply to applications for admission to 
the Association. I was prepared for the 
suggestions contained in that reply : to 
the effect that believers must expect to 
continue scattered at such a moment as 
the present, so that their lights may 
shine at all points for the sake of those 
who are still beuighted. That is the 
noble martyr spirit. However, unions, 
J imagine, must of necessity be formed 
from time to time for tbe purpose of 
carrying out external measures, and of 
manifesting the internal unity of the 
Church. We have no present prospect 
of forming one here. On this point we 
should like to hear more from you, 
though we are fully disposed to wait 
God’s time.

I feel it an honor to be employed, 
however humbly, in establishing the 

kingdom of God on earth ; and I am 
ready to co-operate with you in any 
way your more perfect experience may 
direct. At the same time we do not 
forget to attend to home qualifications.

* * * 4 .♦
I am your attached brother,

R. S. De Latre.

EF As an item of’gossip we may mention 
that for some months past the Community 
have been engaged in the freighting busi
ness on the North River. Their Sloop, the 
Rebecca Ford, has thus far had a very suc
cessful season, commanded by A. C. Smith, 
her original owner, and manned by a crew 
of our people. The Brooklyn friends are at 
present a good deal interested in tbe art of 
navigation, and at the prospect that is open
ing to ua in the line of Marine enterprise.

Give! Give!
by Gkorgk H. Calvkft.

The Sun gives ever; so the Earth, 
What it can give, so much ’tis worth. 
The Ocean gives in many ways,— 
Gives paths, gives fishes, rivers, bays. 
80, too, the Air, it gives us breath ; 
When it stops giving, comes in Death.

Give, give, be always giving;
Who gives not is not living.

The mofre you give,
The more you live. 

God's love hath in us wealth upheaped; 
Only by giving is it reaped.
The body withers, and the mind, 
If pent in by a selfish rind.
Give strength, give thpught, give deeds, 

give pelf,
Give love, give tears, and give thyself.

Give, give, be always giving;
Who gives not is not living.

The more we give 
The more we live.

ILF Correspondents will bear in mind that 
our Post-Office address is—"ONEIDA CAS
TLE, Oneida Co., N. Y.”

THE FREE OHURcITciRCULAR 
Is published semi-monthly, by the Free 
Church Association at Oneida Reserve, 
N. York. The price of it, is $1,00 for 
24 numbers. Subscribers, however, will 
be left to judge tor themselves what amount 
of remuneration agrees with its value and 
with their ability. It is offered freely to ail 
who are interested in its doctrines.

ILF Letters may be addressed to ‘ Editor qf 
Free Church Circular, On cola Castle, N. F.
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