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Home-Talk by J. H. N.—No. 30. cent, am | to take his judgment df
himself? Ilis cold, malignant spirit

forces me to form inv judgment of him
CONSCIENTIOUS UNBELIEF. from my own standard. (le does not
There is ever so much unbelief in the | know himself. It will not answer to

sworld, which claims to be conscientious. allow a person who is destitute of what.
el am learning not to be deceived bv it. ‘ever is generous, noble and kind, and
I am learning not to take unbelievers’|possessed of a cold, dark spirit, one who

[reported for the circular.]

Judgment of themselves. It does not is out of fellowship with God, and io a
answer for such people to jud™e them- | state of hardness unknown to themselves,

selves, and then tell me what to think. |to influence our judgment by a pretense

All persons who have been in a wrong
spirit, and have not a broken and con-
trite heart, will judge of themselves that
they have done pretty well. They sav
they have been conscientious. But the
truth is, they have not done pretty wt Il.
As long as Christ gives this tremendous
judgment, ‘ He that believcth not shall be
damned’ 1 am compelled to judge that
there is terrible iniquity wrapped up in
Unbelief. Persons are found for a long
coarse of time opposing the truth, and
pretending to be conscientious. This
pretense is only a covering for unbelief;
it ieall cant, however they may persuade
themselves that they are conscientious.
We all know, and perceive (hat there is
a spirit there which would destroy God.
There is universal murder in a spirit of
Conscientious unbelief. Because a per-
Mod in this position thinks himself inno-

of conscientiousness,

We must look into this matter, for we
are often in contact with this spirit. | can
feel that there is coming a deadly clinch
with it. We cannot long stand and
parley with this spirit, and treat it as if
it were rational, and take its own judg.
ment of itself. It will bring us to a spot
that is decisive—where it wiH have th
fall, or we, shall. It may feel respectable,
but it is rankly offensive to God, to heav.
en, and to all that is noble. Ifthere is any
mingling of God and man, if there is
any fruit of his spirit among U9, any
thing that is generous, noble, and truth-
ful, there is a mortal issue between these
Fruits and that spirit. The two cannot
co-exist with us.

This kind of unbelief is a disease, as
bad as the cholera. A man comes to
me with a contagious disease, say thd
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small pox. He says it is a misfortune—
that he cannot help it. Well, | say to
him, if it is a misfortune, you have no
right to involve me in it. If you must
die, it is no reason why I should. |
must treat conscientious unbelief in that
way. It is perfect poison to my life ;
it is deadly enmity to my soul and body.
Make what excuses it may, self-preser-
vation says, it has no right to cover me
with the pall of death, and sink me down
into the same pit with itself. Persons
’fnay say they have a right to be unbe-
lieving—they have a right.to their own
opinion—a right to think freely. If it
.was a matter ofopinion merely, it would
not be of so much importance. But
thought and spirit are identical, and as
such, our thoughts have an effect on all
around us, and involve the rights of
~others. The question is, have you a
right to be insensible to the goodness of
God—to be cold, selfish, cruel, isolated,
spider-like ? If you have a right to be
thus, or to think in accordance with
such a state, then you have a right to
indulge in universal crime. | say
that any person who has looked on
the works of God at Oneida and at
Putney, who is still unbelieving, and
unfriendly to the Association, must be
conscious of being separated from God,
and bave”no sense of reconciliation with
him, or nobleness, or truthfulness. Ifa
state ofunbeliefis identified with a state
of selfishness, barbarous cruelty, and
barrenness, as | know it is, then what
becomes of conscientious unbelief? We
may as well talk about conscientious
murder, or conscientious lying. There
is no such thing ; 1 don’t believe in it.
I put skepticism against skepticism. |
am totally skeptical towards conscien-
tious unbelief. 1 don’t believe there is
any goodness in it, or any excuse for it.
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I don’t believe it deserves any thing
better than damnation. Unbelief is pit*
ted against unbelief. 1 have borne with
it until it has forced me to this position ;
it has worn out all my respect for it.

| call on all to give their opinion of
unbelief; notin the abstract only, but
in respect to all the cases which are
gaping after us, like crocodiles ready to
Swallow us up. | call on all to form
their opinion, not from the world, but
from the Bible, and from sound reason-
ing; to form their opinions correctly,
and then stick to them. Things es-
teemed high among men are an abomi-
nation in the sight of God. | want to
feel, and speak, and act according to his
mind. 1 do not want to form my conclu-
sion of things from public opinion, i. e.
human opinion, of human character.
This would be like taking a crirpinal’s
own judgment of his own character;
and most criminals think that the world
judge them pretty hard. But God is a
righteous judge, and I would form my
opinion from the Bible. There it standi
out clear, that that spirit which rejects
God’s manifestations in the world, is
regarded by public opinion in heaven, as
abominable unbelief, which is worthy of
damnation. To that public opinion, |
shall square my opinion, and judge the
world by that standard.

Let us look at what this spirit is do-
ing, and then form an estimate of its
quality. At Putney, we presented to
the world, abundant demonstrations that
there was a spirit of truth and right-
eousness among us; that we had a
generosity, civilization and refinement
which was not to be found any where
else ; that a spirit of health which over-
and which
and body
But

came tremendous disease,
offered salvation for soul
stood out prominently among us.
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the whole town were conscientious in
their unbelief. This spirit not only
stood out against these manifestations
of God'’s goodness, but dog-in-the-man-
ger-like, wished to destroy the source.
We peaceably withdrew to Oneida.—
There we published our principles,
which took away their only excuse.—
We demonstrated our position by scrip,
tare, so that worldly men were compel-
led to say it was truth. We have there
manifested a peaceable, righteous, truth,
ful spirit. Health has been with us.
Out of the great number who have
been together for two years, only three
infants have died ; and these died soon
after they came, and from causes which
were upon them before they came.
Many who were sick before coming a.
mong us, have recovered. We have fa-
ced the cholera in the city and in the
country. Indeed the demonstration of
the power of God among us, has been
carried out more extensively than at
Putney. And yet Putney does not
change; it would shut out from the
world, the spirit which offers it salva.
lion from sin and disease. | ask if that
is not murderous ? 1 do not believe that
people have a chance to see such things,
nnd innocently go on and attempt to de-
stroy the work of God. But | ask no
favors of them. 1 do not complain.
INn one sense they have a right to do
what they can. In the end, as Car-
lyle says, Might is one with Right. | am
glad that | know that the righteous God
has the most might. The spirit of un.
belief may do its best, and destroy the
Association if itcan. | ask no favors.
If it comes to the question of power—if
each party appeals to its power—I will
only say, Fair play. | will do my pret-
tiest to put down unbelief as an accurs-
ed thing, the destroyer of all good. |
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hate it worse than cholera, a great deal;
and | shall act accordingly. If the
devil is almighty, unbelief will kill me ;
it has come to that issue—it will Kill
me, or | shall kill it.

How long, friends, will you be hood-
winked by the pretences of conscien-
tious unbelief? Has not the time come,
to look at folks as they are, and have
done taking their own opinions of them-
selves? You are swallowing poison as
long as you let folks judge for you, and
you consent to think of them as they rep.
resent themselves. A passage in the
third chapter of Romans, describes, not
special sinners, but all unbelievers, thus :

“ We have before proved both Jews and
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; As it
is written, there is none righteous, no, not
one: There is none that understandeth,
there is none that secketh alter God. They
are all gone out of the way, they are to-
gether become unprofitable : there is none
that doeth good, no, notone. Their throat
is an open sepulchre; with their tongues
they have used deceit; the poison of asr)s is
under their lips: whose mouth is full of
cursing and bitterness. Their feet are
swill to shed blood. Destruction and mis-
ery are in their ways: and the way of
peace have they not known. There is no
tear of God before their eyes.”

This shows forth the character of
conscientious unbelief. That descrip,
tion applies to the best of those who are
destitute of faith. The same poison is
in every unbelieving spirit, that there
was in Judas and Herod. Herod was
conscientious in Killing the infants in
Bethlehem. He reasoned thus:—The
Jews expect a king out of the regular
succession—this will lead to anarchy, to
breaking down law. It is my duty as
king to show my patriotism by suppres-
sing insurrection. | will step forth and
heroically crush it in the egg. ft will
be for the public interest. No doubt he
had such a train of reasoning; and the
Herods of Putney might have reasoned
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in the same v ty. Itisp<rfc'l\ <a-\
to find conscientious iea.suns or :<o\
thing, where one has selfish reasons fm
it, that are fixed and urgent. Judas
showed his conscientiousness, when the
.woman came to anoint Christ's feit.
He said, Why is this great waste ? why
was not this sold and given to the poor ;
| suppose also he thought he had patri-
otic reasons for betraying Christ. Un-
belief has found its strongest and most
subtle hold, when it has got behind
conscientiousness. Mr. Finney is there.
He could not do right himself, for fear as
he pretended, that he should get ahead
of the church and lose his good inllu
ence. Yet the real inner secret of Mr.
Finney’s unbelief is his desire of mo.
king a figure in the world; a dishonest re-
gard for the praise of men more than the
praise of God. It will not do for con.
scientious individuals to say they did
not see, for the reason why people do
not see, is because their heart is not
right with God. When they come to
see things in the light, which the pros,
pect of death will place them in, they
will then probably confess that they
knew better. People should think con-
stantly, as candidly as if they were go-
ing to die the next moment. If they
do not, they are inexcusable.

In the game that is going on, the move
of the world has been to say, ‘ You are
licentious.” To say in reply, 4 We are
not,” would be simply acting on the de.
fensive. Our true answer is, to say
4You are unbelieving,” They say again,
4 You are horribly licentious.” We an-

. swqj, by charging back the awful nature

of unbelief as described in Romans.
They say, “You are violating the laws
of society around you ; you are disor-
ganizing in relation to social laws.’
Our reply is, “You violate the laws of

.the bar,
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(Jed ; vou are dsotgaiiiz'ng in relation
to spiritual laws.” We mil see which
kali be judge ; the struggle between us
is as to which is the culprit. Our op*
ponents ask us to sit down as culprits;
but instead of that, we will put them to
and sec whether or no they are
godless men. God is determined to
hriug them to trial ; and the true way
for us to equip oniselves for the accom-
plishment of his design, is to get a true
conception of the nature ofunbelief, and
not be fooled by it. but treat it as jt

deserves. Let us load down unbelief,
and give it no quarter. It will give US
no quarter, but would make us a pack-

Loisu for remorseless enmity and accu-
sation. It is the duty of every man,
who does not wish to see heaven swal.
lowed up bv the great serpent, to have
no charity for unbelief. Be reckless,
where a question of allegiance to God
comes up ; be a godly desperado.

We see persons whose consciences
are very active and sensitive in respect
to certain outward form* of morality,
who yet have no conscience towaid
the claims of God. There is self-
deception in such conscientiousness, and
unbelief of the most damning kind. A
true conscience would dictate to all, re-
pentance toward God, and vital reforma-
tion. Any person who does not make
repentance the business of his life io
this world, is without excuse. The
matter is perfectly plain—any one who
has common sense, let him be heathen
or whatever else, can sec that the world
as it is, is a prison. Else wh.it do disease
and death mean ? It is plainly u prison :
and what is your business in prison, if
it is no' reformation?

The first chapter of Romans brings to
view the character and consequences of
unbelief, or neglect of God. There the
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case is made clear that none have any
excuse for neglecting God ; for the
heathen, Jews and Christians, can all see
his power manifested in the creation.
But one «f the first consequences of not
acknowled onij G »d there specified, is
the abuse ofam itiven°ss. Th ‘re are ca-
ses coming out from time to time, which
show that the description there given,
of the consequences of neglecting God,
is not too bad for the general character
of this nation. The place of true char-
ity, is not to cover up guilt, but to un*
derstand the true character of the guil-
ty, and then labor to sarj them. It is
quack chanty which would seek to dis-
guise and cover the disease. Nothing
too bad can be conceived as the neccs-
sary results of the spirit which neglects
God. It is a sutrit which would de-
stroy the universe. | repeat, the true
way is not to attempt to cover it up;
there is no hope in justifying it. Our
hope is in letting in the light upon it,
and betaking ourselves to belief, that
God is able to deliver us from it. He is
able to conquer monstrous iniquity.
Those first three chapters of Romans
reveal the depth of Paill's min|l. He
was living in a world whose combined
force was operating to bind his under-
standing of their character to their
judgment of themselves. He stood with
all the power of Judaism pressing on
the one side, and of the heathen world
on the other, and judged the world truth-
fvUy. We need his help to strengthen
our decision, even with all the light we
have. | thank God that he found a man
strong enough to stand up nnd judge the
world. Let us stand bv Paul’sjudgment
of the world as given in the passages
alluded to, and not allow oniselves to be
swerved by the impulse ofquack charitv.
I know God would give me grace to lay

S3

down my life for my worst enemies to'
save their souls; but yet I should not

ignore what they have done. If1l know
a man has a cancer, and believe he can

be cured, and am willing to cut it out to

cure it, |1 have more charity for him

than if | tried to make him easy, and to

think it was not much of a sore. More
hope is ofFered of his cure. | have more

charity for some who are unfriendly to*
us than they have for themselves, or can

have. The world want we should think

it is respectable ; but we cannot think

better of it, than we would of a state

prison. We cannot think better of the

most distinguished persons, than we

would if they were in prison about to be

hung; for all are under sentence of
death. The idea that things are rcspec-

table under the universal conditions of
sin nnd death, must come to an end.

The best way to escape from prison, is

to turn state’s evidence. Our only hope

is in getting into favorable relations

with the government, and becoming re.

formers as fast as possible. It is God’s '
purpose to convert the prison into a

mansion house. The spirit of truth is

charitable, and we need not undertake

to be more charitable, than it. Truth

does not ignore our faults, but saves us

from (hem.

CLITK'ISM,_

[SELECTION'S FH )M IUruilTSrUKSISHtD BY OUR
SYSTEM Of CRITICBM. ]

J HOW TO RECEIVE CRITICISM.

It is very important that we should
have a clear idea of the right kind of
spirit in which to receive criticism, so
as to make it an occasion of practicall
improvement and advance. The differ,
ence between a right and wrong spirit in
this case, is the diHerenee there is bef
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tween manliness and childishness. A
childish spirit frustrates the power and
operation of truth in two ways. In one
form, it meets criticism with indiffer-
ence, carelessness and sluggishness—it
hears and forgets. It is not really
pricked to the heart and stirred to manly
action. Another almost opposite mani-
festation of the childish spirit is a spirit
of impatience,, a hurrying spirit—one
which is too anxious to receive, too per-
sonal. This spirit will break forth in
crying on one hand, and rush into hur-
ried action on the other ; showing that
its eye is on escape from criticism—on
getting into a comfortable state, instead
of on the truth. A real lover of truth
will not only take pleasure in the accom-
plishment ofgood, but in the process hv
which it is accomplished—he will not
only love the meat, but love to crack
the nut. If we have our eye on the re-
suit alone, the process will be disagreca-
ble to us. A man who paints a picture
for the money merely, is no artist—he
has no taste for the art, if he does not
enjoy the process. A lover of truth will
enjov the process as well as the result of
criticism—~he will have a quiet satisfac-
tion in seeing the beauty of truth work-
ing in the process, and not be impatient
for the fruit.

This childish spirit, in a person who
has great hope, becomes excited and
impatient, and sets to bustling about in
a way which does not accomplish any
thing. In a person who is naturally
sober and hypochondriac, it produces
discouragement aud despair—he finds
no pleasure in the process of perfection
—~he is only pleased with the result, and
is in despair because it is not accom-
plished at once. Suppose you were set
to thread a needle ; ifyou were all in a
bustle, or if your eyes were full oftears,
you could not do it. You will do it
only by being cool, and quietiy in earn-
est, and having your eyes clear. The
operation of joining ourselves to the

truth is some like threading a needle—it
cannot be done in the agitation of eitlu
er hope or fear. The more trouble we are
in, or the more difficult and tremendous
the thing to be done, the more need thcro
is of a calm, patient, self-possessed spir-
it; i. e. a manly spirit, free from child-
ishness.

Let us see if we can analyze what
takes place when we meet the truth
which is to change our character, in a
right spirit. | know the change is to bo
effected bv the power and grace of God,
on one hand, and his power working in
me on the other. So far as | am concern-
ed, it is through a purpose formed in me.
A purpose is the result of matured do-
sire.  When desire has canvassed the
whole range of my- nature and has ob-
tained a vote, it becomes a purpose. A
purpose puts into form the various de-
sires agreed upon and expressed in our
hearts. 1 canvass my desires, elec,
tioneer and reason with them, till they
vote for any measure | wish to put
through ; and | get the consent of my
desires by prayer. | see what ought to
be done, and then go and pray. | do it
not merely to move God, but to gather
my desires in a harmonious vote for the
measure. We must first have a right
conception of the power of God, and
then exercise faith and hope. A pur-
pose cannot be formed without hop*—
without hope our desires will not get to-
gether in town-meeting, with expecta-
tion ofsuccess. If. with hope and faith,
and what we know about God, we pray
to him, we shall find our desires brought
to an issue. We are then in a position
to develope a purpose. When it issues
forth from hope, it is a bright, clear will;
it is not a gross, muscular, forced will,
like that which the impatient, bustling
spirit gets up on the spur ofthe mo.
ment, but a bright divine flame of will.
It is immortal, and will never be quench-
ed, and yet it is patient and quiet. A,
will generated in that way is worth more
than all the fruits of it, just as the seed
is more important than all thut grows
out ofit. You want a change of your
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whole character on some point of taste.
When by such a process as | have de-
aeribed a will is formed, you have got
the substance of what you want. Be-
cause God values the seed-purpose more
thau fruit, he will try our patience, and
have us wait for the promise—wait for
our purpose to spread out in our char-
acters. It is his policy to let the germ
Ofany change or improvement stand
by itself, and strengthen itself. A man-
ly spirit is calm and rational, and to get
at the change desired, will lie in wait
with the same purpose bright for years.
For example, | have an ambition to un-
derstand the science and art of playing
on the violin. 1 do not know as God
could give me my desire at once. |
have the purpose to attain it, lying in
wait in me like a person fishing, and
once in a while | catch a fish, and like
a good fisherman, 1 will patiently sit all
day and watch for one. So ofevery
improvement in our external character
—we must be willing to wait for it.
God patiently waits for it, and we must
learn to wait. The Bible speaks of men
who die in wait to deceive;’ we must
lie in wait for the truth, like a cat that
watches for a mouse—the cat lies per-
fectly still, not a muscle stirs; but her
eyes are all on fire, shining with a bright
keen flame; and that flame indicates
her purpose, while her stillness indicates
her patience. This is the way to watch
for improvement. There is nothing
pleases God more, than to see us lie in
wait for improvement, with a keen
bright eye, without any flurry. How-
ever far we may be from what he wishes
US to be, if there is this purpose in us,
he is pleased with us. In hunting, the
sportsman has glorious sport in running
down the game, as well as in overtaking
it. An old fox-hunter does not care so
much for the fox, as he does for the ex-
citement of the chase. We want this
manly purpose formed in us, by the pro-
cess we have described, and then lie in
wait, ready to seize any opportunity
which offers in the direction of our ob-
ject—not expecting to jump instantdne-
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ously at an end ; not fret and hurry*
or be discouraged, but watch with pa.
tience. God works on us with all long,
suffering and patience; it is impolite
and unkind for us to trouble him with
our impatience, when he is not impa.
tient. That spirit which seeks improve-"
ment with reference to the satisfaction
of the immediate result, is the essence ot
pleasure-seeking. When pleasure-seek,
ing is cornered up, its last resort is to
turn round and want to make improve. |
ment at one jump. Some persons fret i
to get a meek and quiet spirit. When
we are under criticism, the devil is un- .
easy because he finds he must go out of
us, and he makes us uneasy because we
cannot jump.

To show the difference between a
childish and a manly spirit, suppose we
should propose to a company of children
to build a house. We can imagine that
some ofthem would think in a presump,
tuous, crude way, that they could do it*
and begin immediately to fly round and
be all in a bustle, expecting to perform |
it in a very short time. Others would
say, it was such a monstrous job, they .
never could do it, and so refuse to try.
But a man like Mr. B----- swould calcu
late his materials, and go about it with
an unwavering purpose, cooly expecting
it would take him six months to do it. -
The great works in the city, like the
Dry Dock for instance, may justly in.
spire our reverence, as exponents of a
manly purpose—ofa bright will stretch,
ing through years, cool and self-sus.
tained. In that view, they are sublime.
We must learn to form immortal, self,
sustaining purposes, that do not depend
on immediate fruitfulness. >

Observe that this idea of lying in
wait, is not on the one hand, to keep
perfectly still, nor on the other to bustle *

about; but we must watch. Christ
and Paul both said a good deal about >
watching. This faculty of watching,

with fire in the eye, is a great secret of

power. It requires a perfect balance of '
spirit between eagerness and self con- '
trol. 1
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THE FREE CIIURCII CIRCULAR. 2. llia conclusions of course are not sur**
prising to u% but are just such as we have*
GEORGE W. NOYES, EDITOR. expected would become common, before

ONEIDA RESERVE, FEB. 27, 1s50.  '°0N¢: _ _ K
3. But his course of action thereupon, is

IEF Correspondents icill. bear in mind that certainly curious. Believing thill Ihe judg-i
our Post-Office address is—**ONEIDA CAS- meill day and lhe final resurrection have'

TLE, Oneida Co., N. ¥.* commenced among u«f he i« still loo modest
to say any thing about it to lhe renders of
Straws in the Wind. the Herkimer Journal. We should like to

The editor of the Herkimer Journal, (ns Know what are the subjects that he can.
quoted by the New York Tribune,) makes profitably discuss’ in the face ol such tre-
the following statements, in the course of Mendous times and events as he admits he

come remarks upon the lute ‘ mysterious 'S consciously awali'e Of: Is ’not such un-
noises timely deference to ‘ prejudice’ the reaction,

“We can well conceive with what diffi- Of Past fanaticism 1
culty the majority of minds will he ableto 4. We are glad to see the editor of the
tolerate any thing savoring of faith in these Tribune disposed to move along with events,
;tgﬁw’}%‘; iﬁcglcl)uvr\)ttﬁé:h nﬁ‘ggr%ile?;]e;hed'ﬁ déi and keep open to the impressions of to-day’s
our notice, too incredible tor our belief.— facts._ But in or_der to do_so succes_sfully,
We have been familiar with matter* in this he will have to give more time to the inward
direction tor the Inst seven years, and have and less to the outward world. And wc
borne about, closely locked from every hu- would suggest, in regard to the points which
man mind, a perfect self-consciousness that startle him, that if they are worth in/e-di-
the race of mankind were rapidlv approxi- gating al all, Ilvv are of inn~diife impor-

mating a period in which the spiritual por- -
tion of man's nature would be more closely tance. He. had far better defr some of his

unveiled to his understanding. When, in interest in political trifles to “one of these
asense, he would be raised from his gro- days.’ !
velling' stupidity in relation to his own being,

to.npprrhend more definitely his relation to P
the spirit world, and to lenrn to sonit* extent A Chapter Omitted.
the great Scriptural truth, tint he is ‘ tearful-  That remarkable co iipila»ion fro n P€R'C-,

ly and wonderfully math** e » « yignist writings, and Polo,;** ‘C mrse of

*s\We nre satisfied, and have bpen for! . ., . - :
some months past, that the world has en- Time," with foolish remarks and exclamation

tered Ihejudgment dap —so railed, and that Pints by Rev. Il Eislman, called * Noyrs-
the resurreefi)it is taking place; and tii-o ism Unveiled,* is agiin brought to our mind
while some are being rai-ed to * everla'-ling by Ihe correspondence given below.

life/ others are co ning up to *shame anil "~ A word in regard to this book. If we

W9Tlasting contempt ' We are ready to give ; ; o
our reasons, seripturally and rationally tor have ever said any thing derogatory to it |

our faith, but, knowing Ihe strong prejudice @S @ whole, we must a-k pardon of our*
which environs all such transcendental ideas present feelings: for wc have spent oeca- '
and opinions, we have not hitherto, nor sional moments of relaxation in its perusal '
do we feel that we couid profitably discuss with high satisfaction and delight. It is *
these matters in a public journal like ours.” - nofectly unique\fi execution an | e.Tect. The
Whereupon the Tribune asks— frequent transitions from the Herein* and

' Is the world .running mail, or getting ; )
sane T—stricken with judicial blindness, or . centrall wisdom I(_)fjche e;<t|;]acts, (;I]ow'n to the
only just beginning to see? Wemusl take | quérulous simplicity of the author’s com, .
time to consider a:id investigate, ohc oflne.se Meats, produces the agreeable exercise ot

days.” mind that one ge»s in reading Dan Q, nxoto
REMARKS. or Shakspeare. Il is a forti iiie lad, that ¢

1. The editor of the Herkimer Journal. Mr. Eastman managed his s lections very
Mr. Squires, was formerly concerned in the well; aid contrived lo gel i > hi- bank

Millerite agitation, :md was afterwards ful- some of Ihe rarest passage-of prolouwd and
some time a subscriber to odr paper. heavenly truth, that could bo found in all »
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publications of our school. The glow
of life and inspiration that shines out from
these, is decidedly heightened by contrast
With the dusky, leaden setting of Ihe oppo-
sing remarks. Then, the reverend author's
eseruciating attempts to be forcibly are
apaeng the richest comicalities that we have
eyer found in print. Those fierce capitals
Bpd terrible exclamation points are, truly
irresistible. It is true, that our old friend
“E.’ tells a good many lies, and intended to
‘destroy us with slanders; but we think
n>ust be generally neutralized by the
transparent malice, lhe palpable dishonesty,
and stupidity ofthis part of the performance.
the whole, we have enjoyed the book
aneommonly well, and can assure the dis-
tinguished author that a considerable portion
of itat least, *the world will not willingly
iftdie.’
Now to the matter in hand. Inorder to
materials for his promised expose, Mr.
K. addressed lettersto various individuals
supposed to be unfriendly, and capable of
furnishing information of the desired cnar-
WoOler. His efforts inthislin? might well
fee ranked as an example of ‘ the Pursuit of
knowledge under Difficulties." In one or
tWo instances previous to the present, his
letters straightway passed into our hands.
The publication of the following specimen
of big correspondence, may be amusing to
OOTreaders, and is perhaps due to the posi-
tion «of the persons implicated in it.

Vernon, Ct. Feb. 17, 1850.
Editor:—Our inference on see-
ing Mrs. Field’'s card was, that perhaps
M&, Eastman, in his book, (which we
have never seen,) had made some refer-
epee to us, as well as Mrs. Field. We
would clear ourselves from implic ttion.
by sending you a true copy of his letter

to VS, and our answer to the same.

Yours, J. B. Lyvere.
A. Lyvere.

UTTXA FROM REV. K- EASTM \N TO J. B. LYVF.HE.
Putney, Vt. Scpt.”~X, 1848.

M*. Lyvefe, Dear str:—Although an

esHrc Mranker to you, | lake Ihe liberty to

address you a few lines. | suppose yon

have Mine knowledge of whnl has transpired

iathU place respecting John H. Noyesand

57.

Ihe society of Perfectionists, within tho
present year.

Il was thought the most important facts
ought to be given to the public, and for that
purpose | am preparing a work for publica-
tion. Having reason to believe you are in
possession of some farts which might be
interesting to the public, and presuming
you would willingly contribute something
to the mass of information which ought la
be communicated to the public, | write, and
would be glad of anj’ information adapted
to the work | intend to publish.

Enclosed | send you a prospectus of tUe
work | intend to publi-h, and will leave you
to communicate such facts as you mnyjudgo
suited to the character of lhe work. Any*
information calculated to throw light upon
the character and conduct of Mr. Noyeg
and his society, would be considered valua*
ble. If you will give me the direct inform
motion | shall consider it r great favor, and
will see yon suitably remunerated. .

Very respectfully yours, H. Eastman. |

answer.
Vernon, Oct. 16, 1848.

Mr. Eastman, sir:—I do not know whnl
information you would call adapted to tb”
work, lhe prospectus of which you
ine, hut I should think Ihe character of any.
work should be Ihe truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, in reference to
the character and conduct of any man, or
society of men.

I know but liltle about what has transpired
at Putney witbin the past year, or in tact
since 1843, excepting from your own account
in a Methodist piper published at Boston.
But from the intimate acquaintance 1 hftve
had with Mr. Noyes, from 1837 till 1843, |
am ready to testily, (hat though ! belonged
lo lhe Corporation in Putney seven months}
and lived in Mr. N<ms's private family
during th it time, ! never saw any thino*
licentious, or any thingappr Xiraniiiig to it}
but that he and every member of the Corpoi
ration, uppoM d every apﬁearance of lewd,
ness or licentiousiH s«. e reserve on this
sobj cl waseven greater than with virtuoud
pimple in general. Fmm my earlier ae«
giininlonce with Mr. Noyes till we separa-
led, | ulways heird .im most vehemently,
declare that he would have no fellowship
vith fornicators and adulterers; and | have
mown him break fellowship with several
for licentious practices.

If you will read Ihe whole of Mr. Notes™
writings with impartiality, you will dis(aver
a vein of this nature running through theth
not withstanding lhe virtuous people of pUfL
uey were so shocked al the publication of
them, that they could not endure the exis?
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tence of_tsuch a licentious press in their From my first acquaintance with him:
community. .

"f. you hr;lve that ch_ar_ity th_at rrjoicrth as a teacher of righteousness, he had
<nol in"iniquity, but rejoiceth in the (ruth, my entire confidence up to May, 1845,.

2;/?\>Jer\4viallt123e'gL%ttifiigdyo\(lviagvtgenoitntft?;m:?\g?'?- when in three several letters addressed,

ty, youbwill be disagreeably disappointed. to me, he so sharply rebuked some be**
Remember that your book will stare you in | h that | felt called to re-
the face al the Judgment. {Thou shall 1evers ?re’ at 1 telt ca e_ ontore ,
BOt bear hdse witness against thy neighbor. Ply, and in earnest stand up in defence

*l infer from your application to me respec- of the accused—feeling fully pursuaded

;'r? %heH'p('e\loc;))igsoé}ngupriysoﬁ:?rf% Ith:;qygﬂ then that Mr. Noves* was to be blamed’

er?emy to him, and have turned away from for the course he pursued.

the doctrines contained in his published tes- ; .
timony; but this is a mistake ; for although Bu_t thr_ough the faithfulness of Qro.
now there seems to be a misunderstanding Cragin, in a letter to me some time

between us, why it is so | cannot see ; but gince | have given the whole matter a
God wiH clear it up in his own time.

bejieve his views of the gospel are the truth candid and prayerful re-examination,

as itis in Christ Jesus; and deprive me of with a full committal of myself to the
them and | should be like a ship on the . d £ d: d h
ocean without rudder or compass. 1 love Judgment of God; and have to my

them belter than 1 du my own natural life. satisfaction discovered that under the

Yours respectfully, John B. Lyveke.  jnauence ofspirits at war with Mr. N.,
It is right that we should inform Mr. and | was blinded, and thereby led into er-

Mrs Lyvere, that Euslman occupies part of ) .
achapter in his book in trying to state the 'or of beliefand judgment, and there-

circumstances under which they left the fore did not see the bearing of bis let-
Society at Putney. Ifthey choose to answer ters, (as he then wrote me,) and of
bis childish prattle on this point, and repu- course could not sympathize with him
diate hls_s_y_mpathy, we shall oiler them as otherwise | should have done, in bis.
what facilities we can. ) )

‘jealousy for the purity of the church

at B.” And having become convinced

of my error, | do most sincerely con-

A Card. fess my fault, and acknowledge, that in’'

Having for some months past, had all those things which produced this
My attention called to a faithful, and 1 separation, Mr. Noyes was right, and I
trust an impartial examination of the was wrong ; believing that his ‘ eye was
aspect and causo of the separation and on the cause,” and that he acted without
want of fellowship, which for a long a desire to injure any one. And while
time has existed between myself and | never for one moment had it in my
Jahn HL Noyes and many others whom heart to abuse brother Noyes, still I’
I oace loved with my whole heart. have no doubt but his feelings have
I wasted to “ask wisdom of him who been much tried, on account of the in-,
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraid- jury done the cause of holiness in this
eth not.” | have taken a view of mv section ; although unintentional by me.
past and present position as a believer, My views and belief of the Truth,
and have settled the question in my own as far as 1 then had received it, have'
mind, that, by the love 1 bear to God, not undergone any change; but that |
to Mr. Noyes, and the church made have not made that attainment in spir-"
free through his instructions, 1 should itual knowledge that 1 should havo*

r
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make the following statement: done, had nothing arisen to disturb my
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peace, | am fully sensible. And now
with godly sincerity, would | return to
the simplicity of my first love, believ-
ing as | heretofore have believed and
testified, that John H. Noyes has been
called of God, an apostle to the Gen-
tiles, and that the church or company
of believers over which he is in charge,
U a vine ofour heavenly Father’s right
baud’s planting; and that all who ar-
ray themselves against him or them,
will eventually have to confess their er-
ror, and find in their persecution of Mr.
Noyes, that ‘it is hard to kick against
the pricks.’

May 1 ever possess 4 the ornament of
a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the
sight of God, of great price,” and be
knit together in love, with all those
who love in sincerity, and in truth.

Joshua Longley.
jBeZcfertawn, Muss. Feb. 18, 1850.

The ‘Free Church ofOld Times.’
Ko. 2.

Ih the first article under this head, we
presented a brief sketch of the rise and
progress of the Free Church movement,
leaving unnoticed however, many par-
ticulars connected with its history.—
We are induced to continue the exami-
nation in one or two more numbers, for
the purpose of bringing out more promi-
nently the causes of its fall and over-
throw. The object of these disclosures
will be magnified, when we consider
that the period we are reviewing was
peculiarly a time ofseed-sowing. Nev-
er was there a greater activity witnessed
in the commercial world in supplying
the demand for any of the commodities
oftrade, than was presented in the reli-
gious world during the times of the great
revivals. There was evidently a legiti-

mate demand for living Bible faith, for
a more complete salvation in Christ, and
union with God. But no sooner was it
noised abroad that a revival was crown,
ing the efforts of the Finney school, and
great masses were rushing to hear the
new preaching, than all the religious
sects, from Papal Rome down to the last
and least off-shoots of Protestantism,
began to bestir themselves by holding,
protracted meetings, and doing what lit.;
tie they could, in however awkward a
manner, to supply the demand. And
for the purpose of having their preach-
ing resemble as much as possible that of
the new school, they were obliged to
rack and stretch their antiquated creeds
and doctrines most seriously, to adapt
them to the case. The Finney school,?
however, was the principal one patron-
ized by the multitude.

After a period of nearly twenty years,
we may say the present is peculiarly a
time of harvesting, or judgment. And
Mr. Finney, as the representative of
that school and its central mind, must
not complain if he is called upon to ac-
cept the doctrine that * whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap.’
We shall endeavor to do strict justice in
apportioning to him the fields he then
claimed, and in which he scattered seed
with a liberal hand.

For the purpose of presenting a con->
nected chain offacts to be studied and
interrogated by minds better able per.
ihaps to analyze them than the writer’s,
it will be necessary to follow the history
rather more consecutively than was at'
first contemplated. In the former arti-
cle, we left Mr. Parker successfully
laboring at the lower part of the city.
A church was at once organized under
his lead as pastor, and called the First
Free Church. Nearly at the same time
the old but capacious theatre in Chat,
ham St., was purchased, and a few slight
alterations made, leaving all the galleries
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and tiers as they were when occuijpied The opening of Chatham St. Th 'Jitre,
< play house ; and without further delay as a free-church, was regarded as a
Mr. Finney with a body of substantial great event, foretokening tho surren-
sworking converts, took possession of it dur of the whole city to God. Tills oc-
‘Under the name of the Second Free curred in the spring of 1833. It miy
‘Church, or Chatham St. Chapel. Altho’ be well to state at this perio | in Mr. F’s
the building was sufficiently large to history, that although he was the centre
accommodate several thousands, it was of attraction and power at Chatham St.
-densely crowded with anxious and lis. clripel, he was not its p islor. having de.
tening hearers day and everung. Si- dined, from tho commune,*m mt of his
ihultaneously with the second, a third labors, to be settled over anv particular
Free Church was organized, nnd selec- church ; giving as a reason, th it he hid
ting, for its field of operations, a portion determined in his heart to live constant-
of the city very much abandoned to all | Iv in a progressive, revival state ; and
Ityndtf of dissipation, went info operation that whenever lvj failed to nusuide the
stinder the pastoral e ire of Dr. Lansing. churches in winch he labored, to do the
This church when organiz 'd consisted sain*, he should abandon them, and go
«of only thirtv five members. earlv con into new fi Ids. Mr. F. held himself
verts of Mr. Finnev, and al! of them un free therefore, o g> whoever hi* se/vi.
married. The writer, and stibseq mntlv ces were demanded. At this juncture,”
Wt8 wife, were airong the number. We free church revivals had nireadv broken
had been daily and dihgentlv instructed out in great power, irt N. Haven, H irt-/
by Mr. F., that the wav to keep our | ford, Newark and Paterson, through the
hopes bright and our souls b ipov. was labns of Mr. F. and Ins associates.
<0 labor constantly for the salvation of In some respects, these fields furnished
ei<ners, and not hesitate for a mown' deeper soil, in which the revival spirit
(0 go out into the streets and lanes of could take root and biing forth fruit to
the city, and lav hold of every sinner maturity, than the city of New York.
wewet and tell him he must repent and Particul.irlv was this true of Ny.v Ha-l
give his heart to God, or he would go to ven. The paramount influence of its
hell. Willing to do any thing to keep Colleges and Tneological seminary,
bright hopes, not a few followed his ad. furnished a decided i.it'dluctual and re.
vice. Persons would allow themselvesj ligious (dement there, which aiTbrded
to be addressed in a rather rude way, better facilities for a thorough study of
provided the spirit of the language was the scriptures, and fur the* consequent
gentle and persutsive. This hand of development of the gospel of he! a
young zealots organized them<dvcs into t ian the city of New York. Toe ternpia*’
committees of two each, to take the r tion in the latter place, was to compio-.,
torn in visiting the purlieus of theatres, mise with the mercantile spirit, wmuh
ale-houses, and the like pl ices ; and not is th! al-coiitrolmg iidl icuee in that
without success. Instances occu r-d >ci(v, and rub s all other interests with
where dissipated fathers of poor la-uiiie- a rod of iron.  li is n d difii ult there-
would be picked up, taken to the meet- fore, to see fro n the*e lac’s, the reason
ing where others of our band were why Gul selected the Free Church of
praying, converted, and (hen sent ho ne Xcw llivcii to become tae mother of*
rejoicing in God. to the perfect astonish- Perfidiomsm. At the same time, all,
ment of their families. S ich were the free churches in the places we have
among the motives urged, to keep alive mentioned, were afleet*d more or hss
the spirit of proselyting among the Free with  Perfectionist te.\ lencies. Tho
churches. But we must return from preaching thit chtract +ize| too new- '
this digression, and keep to our purpose measure school, hid taKen effect, had.
of following the history of Mr. Finney. wrought up the churches to the highest .
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point of preparation, and extensively
predisposed them to the preaching of
the new faith, and.full salvation which
was ready to be n/vealed.
We have now come down in our his
. tory, to the fall of 1633. The revival
.was still progressing with unabated
,power in every direction. In the city of
New Ynik, the second free church had
sent off a colony and established a
-fourth. The third free church had
1erected a large commodious house of
worship, (now know n as Thompson st.
.church,) added such as they hoped
would be saved, to the number of 500
members, and sent off a colony and or-
ganized a fifth free church. In the
.mean time, the fame of Mr. Finney, as
the chief apostle of this great work.
vhad penetrated into the staid and cir-
" curnspect city of Boston, kindling in
+the bosoms of some, the feelings of the
publican, <God be merciful to us sin-
ners.” Mr F. repaired thither in ans-
wer to their Macedonian cry ; submit-
ting however on his way. to the impor-
tunities of Providence, to tarry a while
aqd preach the word to those of that
.city also ; and in both places, revivals
followed bis labors. At tbe close of Un-
professional tour, Mr- Finney left tbe
country to find repose, and to recruit
.his health.

It is proper that we should pause
for a moment here, and take a retro-
spective view of the fields we have
surveyed, and post up the account
created bv the Finney.administration.
Wc have traced revivals resulting from
his labors, in no less than seven of the
principal cities in New York and New
England, embracing not less than 500,
Q00 inhabitants, leaving out of the ac-
count entirely, innumerable streams
flowing from these citles into all parts
.of the country, and creating demand*
ifor the labor of the revivalists, to such
an extent, that no attempts were made to
-supply them. It may he asserted with-
out li ar of contradiction, that Mr. F. at

time held as a revival preacher,
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eastern and middle States. By his zeal
and devotion to the work of saving
souls, by his purpose and determina-
tion to know nothing among his follow-
ers, but the love and cause of Christ—
by his constant assertion tbut young*
converts could retain their first love to
Christ, and perpetually grow in graces
by his vehement ir.dignationagainst the
contrary idea of the old churches—by
his hatred against all sin, and biff
defense of holiness, all which positions
he defined and defended in public and
in private—hopes were revived in tbe
hearts of thousands, that the dawnofT
the milleninm had appeared. How far
he fulfilled their expectations, and sup-
plied the demand he created, our sue-y

ceeding number will reveal. Orf
Letter
-To Mr. A. G, Crane, Dfacow of thb

Church of ihe Puritans, N. Yor”;
Oneida Reserve Association®
February 20, 1650.

Sir;—As you mamfested much in-
terest and care for me while a member
of your church, and as about a year
iro i suddenly left it to join this Asso-
ciation, and was followed by your ef-
forts to rescue me from what you called:
a great snare of the devil, | feel inclined
tQ.give you some account of my expe-
rience here, and of my present spiritual
state. And that you may more fully ,
appreciate it, | will first give you some
account of my former experience.

At the age of 13 1 experienced freli-
gion, and joined the Congregational
chur?h, and continued for several year*
to be w hat was called an earnest, zealous
Christian. | was very anxious for the*
salvation of my fellow creatures, and
labored much lor this eruL  When 1
was about 20 years old | thought a great
d( al about eternal death, and the thought
ihat anv one was exposed to it, wat+very*
p-onful to-me. 1 was led to search the
Bible very diligently to see if it was
Hue; and 1 found | could not avoid

.tbe balance of power throughout the | the conclusion that God would surely *
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punish sin with everlasting destruction | came upon me. |

from hia presence. This led me to see
that God hated sin exceedingly ; and |
thought it could not be his will that his
children should live in sin. | was led
again to search the scriptures to know
his will about it; and 1 became fullv
convinced that there was no truth in the
Bible taught more plainly, than that
God had provided full salvation from sin
in this world. What else could | infer
from such passages as this?—4 Whoso,
ever is born of God doth not commit
sin.”  There was no human being con.
cerned in bringing me to this conclu-
sion; | came to it by searching the
word of God on my knees, asking him
*by his Spirit to teach me the truth, as |
had been taught to do by the ministers.

I well remember then covenanting
with God, that if he would only show
me the truth, | would follow it through
sevil or good report, even if it should
lead me to the stake. | now feel that he
has answered mv prayer, brought me to
a test, and enabled me to bear it.

When | had received this truth intel-
lectually, and hnd begun to love it and
drink in the spirit of it, | was very
much surprised to find that the church
considered it a very great error, and
opposed it strenuously. From this
time | began to lose my confidence in
the churches; and just at this point the
non-resistant Abolitionists were making
a great stir in the land. They spoke of
the corruption of the churches in a way
which | felt was true. And now the
enemy came in like a flood. First, in
the person of a pious minister] who
labored with great energy to persuade
me out of the doctrine of holiness, and
succeeded in confusing and darkening
my mind, and turning me away from the
truth, so that 1 began to feel that re-
ligion was all a farce ; and then, thro’
the influence of Garrison, Wright, and
others,—an influence so subtle and in-
sinuating as to deceive if possible the
very elect—I imperceptibly lost all con-
fidence in the Bible, lost sight of Christ
entirely, and a horror of great darkness
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found myself in a
very wretched state.

But deep in my heart there was love
for Christ, and the Bible, and | thought
I would return and put myself under the
influence of the church. In this state
I united with the Church of the Puri-

tans. | diligently observed all their
ordinances, and every means | could,
to find my way back to Christ. But all

the testimony and preaching of your
church was a dead letter to me ; there
was no life or power in it; and when |
heard you say in a Bible class one Sab-
bath, « The Lord deliver me from sinless
perfection,” | felt that religion was
indeed all a sham. As a member of the
church, | thought it best to go to Dr-
Cheever and lay open the state of my
mind to him, that he might have an
opportunity to instruct and help me if
he could. But all he did was to make
darkness more visible. | resolved not
to perplex myself more about these
things, but to think as little, and get
along as well, as | could ; and J virtually
and in spirit left the church again, and
my feet had well nigh slipped forever.

But our extremity is God’s opportu-
nity. Just at this time, | was almost
miraculously thrown in Mr. Noyes’s
way ; and his testimony was salvation
to me. Through him, God spoke to me
and said,! Awake, arise, and Christ shall
give thee light.*

Dr. Cheever told me to goto God;
and | believe God sent me to Mr. Noyes.
| believe he was the only one to be found
whom God could use as an agent to
break the horrible snare of the devil,
which was drawn so firmly around me.

Words are inadequate to express the
life, joy, and strength | now have in
Christ Jesus my Lord. My feet are on
the rock; and though the floods of siQ
and hell may dash against me, they can-
not harm me. | shall not fall, for I am
founded on a rock. | know that | have
eternal life abiding in me, and none
can pluck-me out of my Father’s hand,
it has been a great work to rescue roe,
and bring me back to simple-hearted
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faith in God, and belief in his word ;
but it isdone. 1 love and honor Mr.
Noyes as the instrument of this work,
and as the man chosen of God to estab-
lish his kingdom on earth, of which, |
fully believe this Association is the be-
ginning ; and | have abundant evidence
that such is the fact. | believe that
Christ’s prayer for those the Father had
given him, is being answered in us,—
‘ That they might all be one; as thou,
Father, artin me, and | in thee, that
they all may be one in us: | have given
them thy word ; and the world hath
hated them, because they are not of the
world, even as I am not of the world.’
I believe in Christ as a whole and perfect
Savior from every evil, not only for my
spirit, but for my body also. | am con-
'scious of the resurrection power and
life of Christ in my body, overcoming
disease and death, and making me free
to serve him with my whole spirit, and
poul, and body. O for a mouth and wis.
dom to praise him, and speak of his

wonderful works, and goodness to the
children of men.
I should like to speak of the social

principles held by the Association,
which are so exceedingly offensive to
you. | do not wonder at all, that they
ate offensive to superficial observers.
I confess that I am not ashamed ofthem,
but endorse and love them. | believe
they are an emanation from the mind
of God, and that when his will is done
on earth, as it is done in heaven, society
will be governed by these principles. |
do not believe there can be any society
found on earth, where there is such
purity in the social relations as there is
in this Association.

1 should advise you, and all others
who are accustomed to pray that the
will of God may be done on earth, and
done in you, as it is done in heaven, to
examine yourselves, and see whether
you are really willing it should be done.

I have confessed my eternal union
with Christ; and 1 believe my identifi-
cation and union with this, his church,
fe as eternal as my union with him. 1

endorse all their principles intelligently
and heartily ; and | consider it a privi-
lege and an honor to do so.

Harriet Mathews Smith.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Bristol, Wist, Jan. 15, 1850.

Dear Friends:—I received your
Annual Report in due time. It was
cheering to know you had successfully
sustained your Association at Oneida.
I should like to take up my abode with
you, if the Lord should so direct. | feel
the need of the help you are receiving
from each other in self improvement.
| feel that | am alone, and find no one
likeminded. There are a number a-
bout here who have professed to know
the truth, but their light seems to have
become darkness. The spirit that rules
here, is a money-making spirit; and all
are more or less affected’by it. My owi>
spirit is not free from it, and I am very
much tried in consequence. I find 1
have not strength to stand against it
and though | know that in the Lord i»
everlasting strength, yet | do not get
hold of that strength. There seems to*
be an influence intervening between me .
and God, that takes me captive and
leads me away from him. I am not
satisfied to remain in this situation. |
long to be free from this spirit of bon*
dage. It seems to me it would be good
to have fellowship with some of the pure
spirits at Oneida. Can you not, some
of you, come over to Wisconsin and
help me ?

I feel that | am exhausting my ener-
gies by hard labor, and care. | find in
my nature many defects which 1 have
not the power and strength to overcome.
I think if | could be associated with a
community of the children of God, |
should overcome and stand complete is
him who is head over all things to the
church. * * * *

Yours in love,.
Simon Lovett.

Er* Our brother who writes the above,

was prominently associated with the first



64

kindling' ol heaven’s fire, and the testimony
of holiness in 1834; and as such is always
remembered with interest. In bis present
condition, he probably represents a prettx

large class of persons who have once seen

“the heavens opened,” and have thereby’
become forever spoiled finr this world, but
who vet have been tprned aside from their
simplicity of heart, and hnve fallen into the

snares of worldliness.  His letter tells the

result.

To such, the word is, * Awake thou
flint slecpest, and arise from the dead ; and
Chiisl shall give'thee light I' Awake from
the devil’s dream ofnnbelief, tofacts as they
are. Our brother feels tied down and sur-
rounded by cruel, inexorable circumstan-
ces. The tyranny of sevoiing lacts is drag-
ging the generations of men one after anoth-
er down to death. But is this so? Are the
real facts of God’s universe of this remorse-
less and destructive kind? No! the imp i-
IAlion is a lit*. 1l is the denial of facts,—it
is the horrible nightmare of unbelief which
does this work.

Wec are devoted in the name of God to put
(in end to this monstrous imposit on that
is murdering the rave, body and soul ; and
perci iving the truth ourselves, we would
be its ministers to mouse those who will

. hear.

We sny (hen. turn away from the dreary
Canvas of the devil’s painting, to the truth
of God which you practically deny. He
does not ask you to believe in poetry or fine
talk, but to believe in simple fuels. The
deed of your salvation is done. It is a fact
that Christ the Son of God has given him-
Self to you; that he has triumphed over
death, and ‘ascended far above all princi-
polities and powers.” Who is it, then, that
talks about want of strength?  Where are
the evils that claim existence and power
against this word of God ? We tell you
they exist only by your consent.  “Ask, and
ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find.
Have these promises ever been proved false?
The only real thing that operates our ruin,
is the power that shuts our eyes againstfacts.

Our brother is ‘exhausting his energies
by hard labor and care.” If so, it is be-
cause he gives heed to phantoms and not to
realities. ‘ Seek first the kingdom of God
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and his righteousness, and all these things
shall be added unto you/ ‘ Take no though*
for the morrow.” “The life is more than
meat, and the body is more than raiment.’
The kingdom of God is a fact which oflrrs
to those who «evk it, repose for soul and
body. If unbelief appeals to facts and tes-
tifies of evil, it is right that somebody should
appeal to facts and boast in God. And that
the Association of believers here can do.—
Not long since, in one of our unpremeditated
evening meetings, it was unitedly testified
that with our family an end had come of
trouble  that our labor had become sport,
and that enrf£ was scarcely known. We ar*
surrounded and held captive by goodness;
and see no prospect of our getting away
from a blessed experience.

We do not speak lightly of (he difficulties
of a situation in the world because we do
riot know (hem; but because we do know
them, and have felt the terrible pressure
and contagion of unbelief which perpetuates
the bondage. But having found deliverance,
wc can now sec dearly how imaginary wars
the necessities which ruled over us, thro*
rmbelief, as with a rod of iron. And thoflk
the fdlvsl experience we know that nothing
is nrcessary in Midi but to follow ths
simple exhortation of Paul to awake frofll
drcams to realities, to come out from th<
world, and seek first the kingdom and
righteousness of God. Good lurk and evefy
prosperity are inevitable to such a course*
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