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Sditorial

ASTRONOMICAL BALLY-HOO.
MUCH EVIDENCE OF SMOGGY, MUDDLED
THINKING

It is now almost ten years since the era of
‘“Unidentified Flying Objects’” first commanded
world-wide attention. Today these strange ob-
jects demand even greater attention. Thousands
upon thousands of solid citizens of the world
have added first-hand and eye-witness testi-
mony to the physical reality and nearness of
these inexplicable aeroforms. And yet, after
many official probes, still continuing, we are led
to believe that still no satisfactory solution or
explanation has been discovered, so leading to
a correct identification of what has been, and
continues to be, seen.

Of numerous official statements that have
been made, many have been most contradictory.
Some have said categorically that there is no
evidence of ‘“‘unknown denizens”’ frequenting
our air space, whilst other statements strongly
infer, or by implication state, that “high offi-
cials” know that “U.F.0.’s”” most assuredly do
exist, but no one is big enough or game enough
to tell the world. Anyone, anyone who has read
say a half-dozen of the better works on this
subject will fully appreciate the tremendous
possibilities of the “U.F.0.” observations, and
will surely be completely amazed at the antics
extraordinary and apparently baffling behav-
iour of many of the officials involved in Govern-
ment sponsored investigations. Surely, too, it is
not difficult to detect an extremely nauseating
stench of “official grand conspiracy’; a con-
spiracy that perhaps time will reveal has no
equal in history.

There may well be recorded, among other
things, in future history books, such-like refer-
ence to our present problem. ‘“Never in the
history of mankind has such a mass of excellent
observational data been ignored so long or sub-




jected to such illogical abuse by so many un-
reasonable minds—the minds of the then keep-
ers of the current concept of science and dogma.
Never have so many people allowed themselves
to be hoodwinked so completely for so long by
so few.”

Mercifully for present-day observers (those
as yet not scared to death to report observations
because of intimidation) they do not now have
to forego the ready abuse and unhealthy, stupid
ridicule suffered by the earlier sighters of
strange phenomena. Most of this present-day
ridicule and contempt of the “U.F.0.”, as has
been the case from the beginning, pours forth
from the months of some astronomers. This
abuse ranges from plain cursing of “Saucers”
to the murderous ridicule of innocent observers,
no matter how qualified. It matters little to
these gentlemen, or is it that they choose to
totally ignore or distort the fact that there exists
today quite a list of professional astronomers
who have had first-hand experience of inexplic-
able observations in recent years. These astro-
nomers have quite clearly stated that they were
completely mystified by what they saw, and
were quite unable to reconcile their observa-
tions with any known form of natural phenom-
ena. They, too, believe they have sighted some-
thing tangible and solid, and apparently con-
trolled, the like of which, to the best of their
knowledge, has no counterpart in terrestrial
man’s science and technology.

Therefore, I was utterly disgusted and
ashamed of a statement made by a fellow New
Zealander, which appeared in a Dunedin paper
only a short while ago. The only thing made
crystally clear in this statement, attributed to
a prominent Dunedin amateur astronomer, is
this man’s apparent ignorance of facts. His
knowledge of astronomy in general is not ques-
tioned. In the “Otago Daily Times,” 2nd April,
1957, under the heading “New Zealand Astro-
nomer’s Analysis of Flying Saucer Myth,” ap-
pears this statement: “It is significant that of
all the hundreds of leading astronomers
throughout the world who scanned the heavens
almost constantly, not one had yet reported see-
ing any phenomena that could be described as a
“Flying Saucer.”

I have no hesitation in saying that the
above statement is totally incorrect. To investi-
gators everywhere it is becoming ever more ap-
parent that a certain faction of the astronomical
clique are hell-bent on thinking up ever more
fantastic, or rehashing over and over again,
“old-hat, shelf-expired” theories in a determ-
ined endeavour to explain away at all costs
these extraordinary sky events.
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If anything is significant in “U.F.0Q.” re-
search, this is it: NOT ONE ASTRONOMER,
METEOROLOGIST, OR ANY OTHER MEM-
BER OF AN ACCREDITED SCIENCE,
TAKING ADVANTAGE OF HIS ESTEEMED
SPECIALIST KNOWLEDGE, HAS EVER
BEEN ABLE TO STAGE A DEMONSTRA-
TION IN THE ATMOSPHERE OF “SAUCERS”
THAT COULD MATCH, COMPARE OR
DUPLICATE THE ACTIONS OF STRANGE
OBJECTS AS REPORTED BY SKILLED OB-
SERVERS, TO THE AFORESAID SKILLED
OBSERVERS’ SATISFACTION. If such a thing
could be done, it would have been effected long

ago, and I would not be wasting your time and
mine in writing this Editorial.

All the fancy, impressive laboratory light
aberration effects ingeniously conjured up and
photographed in the laboratory by Menzel and
others have proved only two things:—

(1) Such impressive ‘“Saucer’” effects are ob-
tainable only in the confines of the labora-
tory.

(2) Somewhat similar, but far less impressive,
effects which sometimes occur naturally in
the atmosphere do not fool, mislead or
baffle skilled observers, an appreciable
number of whom are professional astron-
omers and meteorologists.

We ask why New Zealand’s three most
outspoken anti-saucer men of the astronomical
fraternity (Dunedin, Wellington and Auckland)
choose to ignore or have not heard of the
observations of the following men of note in
astronomy. We are well aware, of course, that
astronomers as a whole readily ridicule or scoff
at many famous astronomical works not of their
immediate liking or conciliable with their own
pet theories of the cosmos. They instinctively
and immediately distrust one another’s tele-
scopic observational claims of celestial happen-
ings, and so appear to be of a most sceptical
breed indeed.

THEY HAVE SEEN “UNIDENTIFIED
FLYING OBJECTS”

Dr. Clyde Tombaugh, famous Lowell As-
tronomer, discoverer of the planet Pluto in
1930, has sighted unidentified flying objects on
three separate occasions between 1947 and
1952. (See article elsewhere in this issue of
Tombaugh statements of recent date.) Then
we have other daylight, inexplicable observa-
tions reported by Professor Hall, also of Lowell
Observatory. Dr. Seymour L. Hess, Professor of
Meteorology—also Astronomer at University of
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Florida. Dr. Duncan Fletcher, Vice-President
of Astron. Assn. of Kenya, Africa, and Dr. H. P.
W ilkins, immediate past President of the Lunar
Section, R.A. Society of Great Britain. (See Dr.
Wilkins’ book “Mysteries of Time and Space.”)
There are other prominent astronomers of other
nations who have reported in detail their
“U.F.O” observations. All that is required to
learn all the details is a little reading of the
documentary works on the subject.

Learned recently from a reliable overseas
source is this most interesting and compliment-
ary spot of news. Quoting from a recent issue
of the British Interplanetary Journal and at-
tributed to famed space project author, Arthur
Clarke. To quote: “Poll of 45 leading U.S.
Astronomers made recently, 11% have seen
U.F.0.’s, 23% that U.F.0O.’s much more serious
problem than most people recognize. Some very
odd things going on in our atmosphere—the
Intelligence Service is faced with a fantastic
and unprecedented situation.”

Really it is not difficult to fathom why some
astronomers literally hate “Saucers.” It is like
waving a red cloth to a bull, presenting them
with excellent evidence to support a hypothesis
that there may really be other more advanced
intelligent beings flashing from place to place
in our own solar system, let alone visitors from
further afield.

Such preposterous, impossible things, they
will chant, are in direct contradiction and dis-
cord with modern-day astronomical, precious
dogma. In this statement we couldn’t agree
more. You can imagine their horror if it is
eventually proved beyond shadow of a doubt
that indeed we are being visited from other
worlds. It would mean that much astronomical
cosmological, conjectural, scientific guess and
speculative data, at present reigning supreme,
will have to be consigned to the dust heap of
destiny. A dust heap more than likely piled
high with rail-roaded, presently unpopular,
theoretical work; that was in part the brain-
child and pride and joy of earlier astronomers.
You can be sure it was cast there by their
present-day contemporaries. No doubt, too, in
the hey-days to come of successive superseding
astronomers the same dumping of adolescent
concepts will continue ad infinitum.

This thus demonstrated great fear on the
part of the high priests of astronomical thought,
that their whole empire may come crumbling
down around their ears, is apparently, the moti-
vating force behind the present policy of “ex-
plain the ‘Saucers’ at all costs.” It matters little
who is trodden on, brushed to one side, ignored
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or ridiculed into silence, in the process of
achieving this aim. If any reader finds this im-
possible to believe, then let him first make a
complete survey of the evidence and then I will
be most ready to listen to him. It should not be
interpreted that I believe that astronomy is the
only science to be severely shaken in the last
decade. All those who sit at high places—
bridging every facet of earthman’s affairs—are
equally affected. I am not entirely unsympa-
thetic to their predicament, but they made the
cake. Can they rightly complain if Fate decrees
that they must also eat it?

PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE FROM
MAGAZINE

Full permission is granted all other U.F.O. researchers
to quote or reproduce material from this publication.
We similarly enjoy this privilege from kindred publica-
tions, for which we are truly grateful.

Newspapers, Periodicals and others may freely re-
produce—we ask only that credit lines be granted the
source or quoted source of the information. We thank
the newspapers for their support in the past; we hope
they continue, too, and try to interpret our work as a
worthy contribution to the fruits of human endeavour, in
its thirst for knowledge, and as a serious, open-minded
but careful search for the ultimate answer to a most
extraordinary problem. Press Reviews much appreciated.

MEMBERSHIP AND PUBLICATION
RENEWAL SUBS

When your subscription is due, you will find a re-
newal notice in the magazine (loose leaf). Plcase action
this as quickly as possible and so ensure that your next
magazine arrives on due date. Full member £1 per
annum which includes copies of magazine. For maga-
zine only, 10/- New Zealand Association only. See Page
One for further particulars.

Thanks

Sincere thanks to Mr. C. L. Saunders, 80 Govett St.,
New Plymouth, for generous mention of C.S.I. and
C.S.1’s publication in his publication “THE TRUTH
SEEKER” (Theological magazine), April ’57 issue.

Factual Documentary Film “U.F.0.”

United Artists kindly advise the following additional
N.Z. screening dates: April 18-20th, Te Aroha; 26-27th,
Thames; May 10th, 11th, 13th, Gisborne; 16-17th, Wha-
ngarei; 23-24th, Pahiatua; June 6-7th, Mt. Maunganui;
28-29th, Westport; July 38rd, 4th, 5th, Ashburton; 2nd,
3rd, 4th, Devonport.
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Tried Hard to Capture Small Glowing Sphere

Invercargill's paper, “The Southland Times,” for 15th Janu-
ary, must have been fmpressed with the latest local “sawcer”
report, because more than usual space was granted the account.
Other papers throughout New Zealand published briefer details
as relaved by Press Assoctation wire services. C.S.U. immedi-
ately wired Mr. A T. R. Suuth, our Invercargill Representative,
who subsequently made an on the spot investigation, interviewed
the witnesses and obtained photographic record. As will be seen
later in this report, somewhat similar cases are on record from
overscas sources, but' the incident, to our knowledge, is unique
for New Zealand.

HERE IS WHAT INVESTIGATION
REVEALED
In the early hours (3.10 a.m.) of Sunday morning,

13th January, 1957, Messrs William West (aged 47),
farmer, of Balfour, and Wallace Liddell (aged 34), lime
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Sketch showing action and course of glowing sphere.

worker, of Balfour, were standing outside near the garage
of Mr. West’s home. Both men had only just come out-
doors, leaving other friends in the lounge. It was a very
dark, calm morning, no stars or moon was showing; in
fact, a fine drizzle was beginning to fall.

Quite suddenly both men sighted what appeared to
be a bright shooting star, falling from a position approx.
45 degrees above the horizon and approaching from a
south-west direction. Momentary the object was lost to
sight. However, it made a dramatic reappearance seconds
later and was now witnessed to come in rapidly over a
belt of trees (60-70 feet in height), slow down and level
out about 12 feet above ground glowing with a fluorescent
blue-dull-white light. The brilliance now was less than
when the object was first sighted falling at great speed.

At this stage Messrs, West and Liddell believed the
object was about to alight on the corner of the house
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roof, but, states Mr. West, in a letter to C.S.I., it turned
away from the house and almost landed as it hovered
approx. 3 feet above ground; its appearance was of a
bird, oblong in shape and fluorescent lighted. I moved
forward to catch it, and was blinded by light and the
object immediately moved quickly back 6 feet.” The
object now appeared to change shape to a sphere 15-18
inches in diameter and was the “colour of the moon.”

Quoting from our Rep’s report, a statement signed
by both witnesses, the testimony continues, “Mr. West
made two more attempts to grab the object, but it ducked
back from him each time. Mr. Liddell, following closely
behind Mr. West, witnessed at close hand the attempts
to catch the object. The jumping back could be likened
to the action of a balloon when one tries to catch it.
Although the glowing sphere blinded at close quarters,
no heat radiated from it. Before a further attempt to
catch the object could be made, it took a faster and much
bigger jump and cleared the eight-foot iron fence that
borders the north-west side of Mr. West’s home. As the
sphere receded it took on greater brilliance, developed
a red centre and grew smaller in apparent size. Even
though both gentlemen hurried quickly to the other side
of the fence, they failed to sight it again.”

Said the Southland Times Reporter in the initial
press comment, “To say that the two men were aston-
ished would be a masterpiece of understatement. They
can find no logical explanation of the phenomena. Mr.
West made a special trip to Invercargill to discuss the
matter with meteorological officers at the aerodrome
weather office, but they could offer no explanation. Mr,
West admits being sceptical previously of reports of
strange lights and flying saucers. He is convinced that
the object they saw was not of this world but came from
another planet.

Wrote Mr. West, at the close of his letter to C.S.1.:
‘I can assure you we have been having a trying time
trying to convince people our experience was true. Thank
God the two of us happened to be together.”

As will be seen from the sketch provided by Mr.
West and Mr. Smith, the glowing sphere completed a
circle of West’s front lawn, during its exasperating pres-
ence and within a few minutes was lost to sight. It will
be a long time before these two men forget their experi-
ence

‘On the 24th January both Mr. West and Mr. Liddell
and our Representative, Mr. Smith, went on the air at
Station 4YZ Invercargill. At 8.30 p.m. Variety Maga-
zine's announcer interviewed the witnesses about their
Balfour experience and followed up by questioning Mr.
Smith on the workings and endeavours of C.S.I. More
recently a tape recording of the broadcast, made from
a radio receiver in the locality, arrived in Auckland
and was presented at our March general meeting for
members., Some real fine work was accomplished by our
Invercargill Representative in his investigation, making
of photographic coverage and arranging for the tape.
Our most powerful receivers in Auckland were tuned into
4YZ that Thursday night, but 4YZ proved too faint.
During the initial stages of the investigation, telegrams
flew rapidly back and forth from Invercargill. We wond-
ered if the Post Office telegraphic staff feared perhaps
the landing of the first Martian fleet.

Subsequent study of the Messrs. West and Liddell
report reveals the following interesting features. Firstly,
C.S.1. is satisfied the experience as claimed is genuine.
The only known natural phenomena that compares
reasonably with the men’s experience is Ball Lightning.
This type of lightning is quite rare and is accredited with
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doing strange things. Appearing as a ball of fire, most
times orange-red in colouring, it will often *“enter build-
ings via chimneys, doors, or windows, seemingly explore
around and leave via the same or another exit. It
usually avoids touching_ objects in the vicinity and on
reaching open air again usually explodes with some
violence,” states authoritive accounts in “THE ELE-
MENTS RAGE,” a good book on natural phenomena by
Frank W. Lane. There is another case reported in the
book, where a small boy kicked out at a small ball of fire
moving slowly at ground level and was badly injured in
the resulting explosion. There is no mention among the
cases mentioned of Ball Lightning making apparent
chanﬁges of shape or colours or avoiding attempts to
catch it.

Those who have read Keyhoe’s “Flying Saucers from
Outer Space” and_ Ruppelt's “Report on Unidentified
Flying Objects,” will recall the now famous case of Lt.
Gorman’s 20-minute, high-speed, aerial dog-fight with a
small glowing sphere which easily out-manoeuvred the
World War veteran pilot, who reported that he was con-
\éi_ncetddthe object was under control and intelligently
irected.

Then there was the case reported from Ireland (Sept.
7th) last year. A farmer and his wife saw a small, egg-
shaped object with a flat underside descend vertically in
daylight and land. Cautiously the farmer approached the
red object which had two dark red ba.nds running hori-
zontally around its girth anddgingerly kicked it over. Im-
mediately the object righted itself and began to spin.
Moving rapidly Mr. Thomas Hutchinson grabbed the ob-
ject and picked it up. In the centre of the flat base was a
small Ero ection, by which the farmer held the 2x3 ob-
ject which spun rapidly in turn in both directions. How-
ever, during the _5ﬁ|nn|ng he experienced no pulling away
of the object which he took for some new-fangled gaddget
of the Air Force or meteorological office. He proceeded
to his home with the object and on placing it down
momentanIK to make room for himself and the object to
pass through a hedge, he and his wife were amazed to see
the object suddenly spin at great speed, take on a fluores-
cent glow and shoot vertically skywards to disappear in a
few seconds through the low cloud ceiling. Desmond Les-
lie, who interviewed the farmer and his wife shortly after,
on behalf of “FLYING SAUCER REVIEW,” reported
that both witnesses were adamant that although it was
raining very heavy at the time of the incident, the object
at no time showed any sign of becoming wet. Leslie
says, “Here is good evidence of our old friend the ‘force
field’ in action. Full account was given in the September-
g)ci‘éob)er 56 ‘F.S.R. (Its weight was reckoned about

S.

~_ So, good readers, in view of these and other like
incidents from overseas, Messrs. West and Liddell's
claimed experience receives strong corroboration.

SEEING EYES

If the Balfour men did not encounter Ball Lightning,
or some other strange natural phenomena, what did they
see? For some years now top civilian investigators have
become near convinced that these glowing spheres as
separated from Ball Lightning, etc., are remotely con-
trolled and intelligently guided devices. Devices that
have the ability to record and relay instantly back to a
large crewed alien vehicle upstairs and out of sight; all
it sees and hears whilst out on reconnaissance. The large
crewed “unknown” and its novel remotely controlled
scout are visitors from worlds outside our own. There
are numerous cases on record where the spheres have
been seen leaving or entering, or both, large “unidenti-
fied fgling otc)jjects" in flight. It has been similarly con-
firmed by radar and telescope.

FLYING SAUCERS

In conclusion we would like to record our sincere
thanks to Mr. West and Mr. Liddell for co-operation
given our investigators. We hope the severe ragging they
no doubt received from the many doubting Thomases
wasn't too insufferable.

The two men are holding the jar' on the spot and in the

approximate position above the ground where Mr. West

made his first “grab” after rushing over from where they

had been standing by the garage door and from where the
U.F.O. was first sighted.
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