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ADVICE TO MEDIUMS AND INVESTIGATORS,
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Conti edfromFbr
Day by day tests came at mage f com?nunlon as real as the

ordlnary exgenences of external Ilfe No room was left for
ou t day Charles said that the sisters at home had found
the e)( to er drawer, and_had taken his locket, which they
though made the fif flsm%e frequent. ~ Charles counselled her {0
let 1T go, as he wished er t0 “give up everything, as it would
benefit her s p 1 1t He found armg he gave, and wiiich was taken
from her hand the day of the funeral the she was entranced.
dam and again he told of chandes at her home wh|ch We |nvar|
ably found had been made. ~ In fime, Charles lived with us ran
joyously, and we had no more doubt of it than of our in antc 10
Whose prattle we could hear with the external ear. The details
of that life would make an interesting story, for all circumstances
were favorable for the most real and Tnteresting mtercourse. Her
cIa|rvoyant perceptions were ver accurate and were tested by
smans and ¢ nflrmed by, post-mortem examinations when she
|58ute professmna diagnosis,
ne bright autumn day the four sisters were braiding Ralm -leaf

hats in he front chamber before an open window, when a small
gmce of paper was seen to float in the window and drop U P
amantha’s hand, and immediately she was entranced. On
paper was the foIIowmg communication. | preserve the form and
some pecullarmes —

F)éepcla@}/ der s%nqer for itis in your power

é\{e i ﬁ | 3'H]ect|on of thy heart
1 00t s?ar Sfall e auded 1o %hy heavenly

Eaaﬁvea&a e
? elay no”t for your time is short.”

For some time before this Samantha had been prescrlbln? for
ayoun(t; man who_had been quite intemperate, and at first she
thought he must be the “sinner ™ referred to.  But all_ the time
her mind reverted to a young man engaged to her cousin by the
name of Edwin, of whom noone knew any wrong.  For twodays
she was anxious, feeling she must do something, and yet not



with typhoid fever. The next train took me to her bedside, but
no earthlg skill could Sﬁve her.  She grew daily worse unfil
she passed away. With her dying breathshe uttered the words:

Mother, mother, mother,” in ‘the"exact tones | had heard on the
night of my momentous vision. _

A few days after her burial | was walkmg, lopely and  sad,
through a quiet lowland where there were no dwellings n sight;
suddenly | seemed to feel the |E)resence of some ong, “Upon look-
mg around | saw my child standing by my side. = She was as tan-
([1| le to me as any fuman being 1 ver saw, and the words as dis-
Inctly uttered by her as she lovingly tried to console me, telllnq
me nat to grieve, as she had only passed into a state where all mys
00, but that it did not keep her from me, and she would staY with
me almost all the time. Although I still deeply feel the Toss of
her bodily presence, | have never mourned as before. She often
Impresses me with her spiritual nearness, love, and affection
0 tangibly that | have no doubt about the fulfillment of her

FOMIS.
P | would say to the reader, | am glad to give the testimony of
my belief, yea, more, my knowledge 0f the FOSS!bIhty of the spirits
of the loved dead to remain witlt us and tangibly manifest their
existence under proper condition.

87 Mathewson St., Providence, R. I.

Edwin Richardson.

MATERIALIZATION AT THE SEANCE OF MISS
GERTRUDE BERRY.

By Mrs. Julia A. Daw/ley, Editor of The Voice of Angela.

. On the afternoon of Saturday, Dec. 29,1883, | attended for the
first time a seance for full-form materiafization at No. I Amold
St.. Boston, the medium being Miss Gertrude Berry. ~ The seance
15 held in an upPer room, In"which were seated on this occasion,
about twenty or twenty-two geople, I bemq the last to enter. The
genial conductor of the circle, Mr. Geo. Albro, re?uested anyone
who wished to do so to examine the cabinet before the ¥oung
lady should enter it. “Another Iag%/ and gentleman, perfect strang-
ers’to me, as were all in the room, and Tyself, proceeded by the



aid of a lighted lamp to do so most thorough(ljy. The little room
used as a cabinet contained only a lounge and a_chair. The only
window covered with oilcloth firmly seclireq against the glass, the
green blinds being also closed, thus excludm% every ray of fu[}#t
in the third story, with no roof or balcony petweén it and the
husy street below, and would hardly be used in broad daylight by
the ‘most barefaced confederate as @ means of entrance, ~ A"small
closet openm% Into the rogm, empty save for an unused frame for
the leaves of an extension tablé, was thoroughly and vainly
searched_ for false Ranel traﬁ)-door or scuttle, of other means of
i:orprr&umcaﬂon with the outer world, and the door closed and
ocked.

The floor, ceiling, lounge, chair, and carpet of the cabinet-room
being examined carefully with like result, the door leading fo the
hall Was closed, locked, and sealed in our presence, the gentleman
placing upon the paPer some private mark, which paper'and mark
Wwere found intacf at the close of the seance.

Perfectl{y satistied that whatever human being entered that
room must go through the doorway of the one In which the sitters
were, over which hunq curtains of black cloth, we resumed our
seats and awaited results. . _

The medium, dressed sim lY in a well-fitting, Plam brown
dress of some soft-clmgm% woolen material, came™into the room,
stood an instant beforg the curtaing, her face turned toward us
then passed between them alone.. The lady at the or?lan played
a simple grelude,_a few voices joined In”singing, all eyes, we
venture to say, being, as ours were, fixed on tie Gurtains, which
suddenly parted, and out slipped a form i white, which was
recognized b%/ the gentleman to whom she advanced, and who
held"a whispéred conversation with her. _

For nearly two hours, form after form (we counted thirty-two,
and many rmore came) issued from that room—large and small
male and” female, in various dresses, nearly all able’ to talk, and
one who sung; sometimes two at once standing m the middle of
the open space before the curtain, all seemed™to be rocognized,
tests and names being freely given,

No personal friend came for me, but on the appearance of one
aﬁgarently stronger than the rest, a tall and powerful woman,
she signified herdesire to show the medium to some one in the



circle and Eomted to me. Much pleased at this mark of confi-
dence, | rose, placed my left hand In her right, which closed over
my warm one as cold as the hand of death, and, led by her, |
passed between the curtains nto the pitchy darkness of te cabi-
net. Uncertain whether to_ turn toward the chair, I stood, my
hanc] still clasped .in that of the spirit form, when she said quite
distinctly: “She is here on the sofa,” and led me a step or two
forward,~ 1 stooped to the Ioun?e which was, Aust before me, and,
my left hand still lying in that of theform besice me, which I could
st distinctly, with'my’right 1 certainlyfelt the soft, warm hair ang
smooth warm cheek of a living, breathirig human being. - There could
be no mistake. 1t was not a dummy,"and if my sense of touch is
ever to be trusted, it was a woman's hair, ana” cheek, and chin,
As no human being except Miss Gertie and myself had entered
that room since | saw it empt% | 'see no reason why | should
not affirm that | glaced m _rlg t hand on the medium, while m
|eft was held by the materialized spirit which stood RaUen_tIy wait-
ing for my verdict. | thanked her for the opportunity given me.
She howed and smiled in answer to my words, and, tirning, held
u}P the curtain and stepped back, allowing me to precede “her to
the room | had left. “Whether she followed me I'do not know,
as | stood a moment before resuming my seat, to tell the waiting
company what | had seen and felt., N

A few minutes later, by permission of a spirit who seemed to
be the conductor in the cabinet, Mr. Albro entered it with a light,
and, returning, reported the medium lying quietly asleep uponhe
lounge, as | had described her.

85 Laurel St., Somerville, Mass.

WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH SUCH FACTS.

Editor of Facts: , .
. The following extract from a letter written by a practising phy-
sician in Savannah, Ga, geducat_ed In 2 German University), toa
friend, not a spiritualist, residing in Tenn., is deemed “by me
worthy of a place in your columns, o

I your letter, glou asked me in regard to Spiritualism. In
order t0 give you 4 satisfactory answerf, | should have to write



many more pa?es than | have time for just now,—may. give you
moré in.the fufure ugon sReuaI (uestions you gut on this import-
ant subject.  For today only so much, 1 was an enthusiastic stu-
dent and apostle for matefialistic natural science fqr more than
thlrt%/ years. Did not believe In an individual existence after
death,=this view we nearly all imbibe in the German Universi-
ties.  But about ten Kea_rs_a 0 | had the onortumues, togethfr
with a few brother physicians and a smart lawyer, to thorough 3/
_mvestl?ate two megiums, one a Massachusetts gentleman spend-
Ing a few months here, and the other a physician of this city
(present coroner).  These Investigations were carried on in our
flomes, precluding the possibility Of aid from confederates; and,
besides, we put tAe mediums under such restraints ihat their own
activity was out of the question. - Also, we frequently could prove
by depression of heart’s action ( ulseg ang temperature that the
mediums could only be passive instruments for some Invisible, intel-
H]ge?t Izilcto_r or actors. - Under these circumstances we observed

e following: —

1. Manifestations of mechanicalforce, in the moving.of heav
ob_{ects without the possibility of the. medium coming”in contact
with such objects. ~ (Medium’ sewed intg a suit used for violent
insane people, and tacked with hundreds of tacks on floor and
walls,) = Some such motions, however, could not have been pro-
duced even if the medium would have been free, as, for instance,
when half a dozen instruments,were played at the same time, or
when ponderous objects were violently sfiaken, that [, with all my
mlght, coyld not move,

. _Performances which we mortals have not the power at all
to perform ; for instance, a trace-chain havm(t; been wound around
the rgedmrqtfrohmdhebad {0 foot, tdhle skevetrh mhersgctl? hI|nks dhav-
Ing beep attached. by seven padlocks, the hands of the mediym
fagtened behind his t%laci by gecu_re handcufts, and in a few min-
utes the whole dropt, off, the medium was free, pulse and temPer-
ature depressed conmderablhl. Or another; | put my overcoat on
medium, sewed collar together under the chin, sewed right sleeve
In crossed arm to the left side, and vice versa, ends of the strong
flax thread well knotted. In one and a half minutes m)( coat was
oft. In the same length of time It was put on.  Stitches per-
fectly intact,



3. Manifestations of intelligence, by writing messages under
the most varied circumstances, In"al| of which thé medium could
not have done the writing.”  Submitted by

J. M adison Allen.
Home Sohool, Anoora, N.J.

WADE HAMPTON'S EXEl%F'{_IIIDENCE WITH J. V. MANS-

] ] By De. Davenport.

| was in Boston in 185%, and at that time a man came, {o the
hotel to see the Davenport brothers, who were then with Dr*
Gardiner, - This man gave his name as Wade Hampton.

To make my story unaerstood, | must take my readers back to
sor?ﬁ tl\r/\n/e tbe ore the gentleman came to Bostori, his home being
In the West,

The landlady of the house where he boarded came to him one
day, tellmg hirh of a young lady that was In the house sick, under
ver¥ mysterious circimstances. She said she was destitute, but
that her parents were well to do and respectable. The young
lady died and was buried.

lhen Mr. HamR_ton came to see me, he wanted to see a qood
medium. | took him to Dr. Mansfield. | told him to write a
letter to hig mother and seal it. This being done, we went to
see the medium, but he was busy and could “do nothing for m
friend at that time; but, said hé: “ Leave your letter, and | will
Seﬁ'g\ﬁhﬁ}e (Ij_gan do for you, and you may come again and get it,”
whi id.

_This seemed at the time to be saﬂsfacto_R/, until some friends of

his denounced Mansfield as a fraud, telling him that the letter
had been opened and read. | said to Hampton: “ Test the medium;
write another letter and see the result.” This he did, all the
while denouncing the medium. But when he received the answer
he was greatly agitated, and when we were safely at home again*
he_told me of'thé young Iad% that had passed away out west,
. The letter was from Rer, thanking him for his kindness in bury-
ing her body and placing at her grave a headstone. She gave fo
him her name, _?nd he “was per ectlgf convinced that spirits da
return and manifest after what we cdll death.



WARNED AND SAVEFIJJOVE/ROM HARM BY SPIRIT

By Mr. William Flemming, Pittsburg, Pa.

For many years. my heart has been filled with joy that | have
lived in the’ beginning of modern sprrrtualrsm | thank our
Heavenl Father that fie %ave me knowledge of this truth.

My nowe ge came with the Fox sisters. Before 1848 mes-
Mmerists were gorn through the country, and_| thought | could do
that. | tried”and” found™1 could, but not without years of study,
and that Was my mtroductron into sprrr tualism.

r}/ears ago a great fire burned over srxt acres and
thrrteen undred buildings were destroyed. Beor(e IS ap pened
Iwas standrn% on the comer of 5th Avenue and Wood Street,

April 10, 1845, and | saw all the fire engines and ever%thrng
Anather thing that gave me a basis to work upon was this: i
1859 1 "had some business between 6th Avenue and Wood Street.
| lived In the fifth ward and had started for home. When near
place called Strawbern( Alley a voice sard ‘Do not got at way,
and seemed to want 10 stop me. | paid no heed. Again fhe
Voice Was heard and |t seemed as though some one was tu%grng
at my coat o ke Inme back, Ireasone againstit,  Still | hear
the voice, Ishoudthrnk eight or ten times. | could not fathom
It nor see any danger. lsawasrgn hanging be tween two poles,
Icame in ront of the Eagle Hotel, and nextaportrco and seemed
suddenly to be pulled into the vestibule. | was no sooner there
than | Heard the crackrntlr of timber, ana thought the back of the
house was falling. | reafized | had been savéd, for the srgn had
fallen to the sr ewalk and was shattered to shvers. | had been
taken out of harm’s way yazoower higher than myself.  Thus
the truth of spiritualisnt came to me

PREDICTIONS AND WARNINGS.
By Mr. A. C.Robinson, Lynn
In 1854 | was at Newport to lecture agarnsts irityalism. ~ The
Baptist church was filled to overflowing. ~ After the lecture a
gentleman in the audience came fo me and said: * Either you are
Or will be a medium. If you are not one, you will be in three



months.”  “My dear sir,” | replied, “you are far from the mark.
é ?ﬁ\{ﬁaﬁggnled under Sunderland, and’T know there is nothing in
pIn_thr_ee months | was in Providence, where | received a com-
munication saying that, on a certamn night, | should receive some-
thmg| from the spirit world. | retiredt; and almost as soon s |
had "lain down, I heard raps on the head-hoard. | began to in-
vestigate. Then at the foot of the bed; again at the héad; then
to the bureau; then all around_ the room.™ | went back to bed,
when the foot began to rise. - The head rosg also till, finally, the
whole hed was raised several feet, and | with another mari were
rocked in the bed in mid-air, y _

At another time | was in Rochester waiting for a train, when |
heard a voice say. “Do not go.” The voite was repeated, |
heeded the warning, and went™to see some people who lived in
that city. | could™not see why, but did afterwards when the son
of the people where | was, came in and reporfed that the express
train had run off the track. | now said: “If | was warned, why
were not others?” And | afterward found on Inquiry. twelve
persons who had been warned, but did not heed the warhing.

PROPHECY AND EXPERIENCES IN PSYCHOMETRY.
ByPhof. A B.Severance, of I_\/Illwaukee, Wis. _

About three years a%_l Was travelmg% on the cars in company
with my friend” A, D. Williams, of Whitewater, Wis. - We werg
talklnP of spiritualism, when a gentleman, sitting near, asked me
what I knew of its phenomena. ™ | tolg hlm,_amonp other things,
of_psychometrY, an someome( experiences in that branch of the
spint manifestations. ~ After fistening, he inquired: “Can you
read me?” | replied; “Easily.” | then said to him: “Youare
a professional man, | think a doctor. You have traveled north
south, east, and west as a lecturer on physiology and kingred
SUpjects,  You, at one time, was engaged in the business of sheep
raising In Texas, and you Jost money therebZ. You had along
litigation at another time with a woman, and She won the suit i
the'end.  You own land in Minnesota, and are going there now.
| told him many other things, all of which he admitted was correct*



Some years ago T. N. Boor, who was_employed in the patent
office In"Washifigton, was with his wife visiting at our_home,
when the)( received a letter from a friend. ~Afterreading it, the
Proposed hat | should see what | could tel| of the person. 1toof
he- letter and, after giving_her traits of character and peculiari-
ties of disposition, said: “This lady Is engaged to be married, hut
she will break the engagement; but witfiin two years will marry
a man of position and” wealth, and he will be in government em-
R!oy; will travel much in this country, and she Will accompany
im.~ He will_be sent, in some official capacity, to Europe. ~She
will mingle with royalty, and be introduced o crowned heads.
After listening to these ‘statements, they remarked: “This Is very
strange, Mr. Severance. You have qwen her character correctly,
but, the prophecy Js very improbable, This is g very obscure
Individual, a girl"who works for a small salary and knows of no
relations.” The reading was o remarkable that they wrote it
down, and a few years [ater | met Mr. Boon again. He referred
to the incident and said: “When they returred, they ga,ve the
reading to the young Iad%. When she reached the prophgtic Part,
shethrew it down pettishly, exclalmlng: “| will marry Charley.’
But she did not. "Something occurred to break up the match,
and later she married a mah in government position who pos-
sessed _great wealth, and they to%ether had traveled in Europe,
ang mmtqle_d with the nobility,” thus v_erlfylnq_m prophecy.
About five years ago | went fo Minngapalis o attend a con-
vention, in com anK with my wife, Doctor Severance, whg was
engaged to speak there. Af the intermission | was handln? a
man “one of my circulars, when another man observmg what it
was, remarked: * Yes, I know about that: | have had some of
Mr. Severance’s readings.”  The manner in which_he spoke led
me to think | had made a failure in his case. But | Was soon
relieved by his relating the followm%\/facts. Several years before,
while living in the westermn part of Wisconsin, and 4t the time a
church member, he hapﬂene t0 See a paper containing my adver-
tisement, and, to test the matter, he Wrote me for a delineation
which he received in due time, correct in every i)artlc_ular, speak-
ing particularly of some peculiarity in their social affairs unknown
to ar&y but thémselves. His wife at this time was in Missouri,
spending some time.  During the time she passed south, she



chanced to meet a person who had received a readln? from me,
which induced her to wrife_to me for one, After her return home,
one evenln? she was_talking with her husband on the subject,
when he tofd her_of his writing to me and the result, reading her
his own communication.  She“then told him of her writingalso,
and on comparing them, the descriptions of their social conditions
were remarkably"alike.  They then wrote me further and investi-
%ated In other directions, uniil at the time alluded to they were
oth spiritualists. _ L

| also examine disease by this method, and might give gou
many facts in my experience; but will not occupy any more space

WHY | BECAME A SPIRITUALIST.
By Mos. K ate Stiles, Worcester, Mass, .

MY daughter, who had R%issed to _sBmt life from consumgtmn,
was the means of making eastt alist. | know now that she
comforted me when it seemed as though | could not bear the sepa-
ration longer. -~ She spoke to me not IA words, but by her influence
thrown arbund roe, and which prepared me for the time when |
could more fully realize her presence.  This she accomplished in
a year and three months, when she made herself known to me b
controlh_ng my hand to write. _ Then | couId_onIR/sense_her res-
ence, whilg now | see her as plalnIY as anyone in the physical form.

On one occasion, not long after this, my husband had_ gone
away, but | expected him home on the five o'clock train in the
afternoon, as he had tele_?rai)hed to me fo that effect. On the
morning of that day, whife 1 was preparing dinner, | said o a
lady who was with me: “| am gomg to Boston on the one o’clock
train.” | made all necessary arra Igements to do so, leaving my
work to be finished by my friend. T was seated in the car before
| realized what | was doing, then | bePan to question the expedi-
ency of my movements; far, thought I, my hushand will be home
tonight, and how foolish this is; but avoice said: * You will meet
him“at the depot In Boston.” | arrived at my destination, but
did not meet my hushand where | expected to; but, as | left the
station, and was about to take a horse-car, | saw him. Of course,
he was surprised 1o see m?, af the same time pleased, for, said he:

| ‘have been thinking of telegraphing for you to come and stay



over Sunday with your sister.” My brothers and sisters were al
to ether that daYm a reunion, an had | staid. away, L should
ave been the onfy one missing: but my good spirit friends came
to me, and, as It Viere, compelled me to'go to Boston.

A SPIRIT PROVING ITS IDENTITY.

By Mbs. Katb Stiles, Worcester, Mass.

The nowled%v fspmt return was manifested to me at a sittin q
d with rs |eso Boston. - She was controlled by a spiri
mg herse my daughter. To prove to me her identity, she
hér hand in mypo Cket, saym “Don't be troubled: i is all
rlght " She took my pocket-book, gpened it, took from it the
natice of her death, which | had cut ffom a newspaper, and said:
uMother darling, here is the evidence of mK death.”  Her pres-
ence %ave evidence of her contined Iife, She has been to me at
Mrs. Bliss’s and Miss Berry’s, where 1 have received tests that
have come home to me, and”brought me joy.

EXPERIMENTS IN INDEPENDENT SLATE-WRITING
WITH DR. HENRY SLADE.
Editor of Facts:

The following statement may be of interest, not only to believ-
ers, whose faith’in spiritual pfienomena i founded upon” honest
and intelligent_ investigation, but also to those who are searchlng
for more and still more’evidence of an assertion that power unsee
and nof yet explained, can act through the human hbody, thus
conveying a knowledge. supenor to that possessed by the chosen
Instrument, he case is briefly this:—

The first day of August 1883, my wife and mxself hadasntm?
with Dr, Henry Slade. at Onset Bay, Mass. . After having wi
nessed several pysmal manlfestatlons éa chair being lifted” from
the roor the slate ,taken out of the doctor’s hand and |mme
diately gpearm% the. opposite end of the table, too Iarge
admlt the thought that hisarm could re ch| t even if he had made
an effort to do 50, which he most decidedly did not), the twao new
slates brought by us were put together with a little bit of Faber




Pencrl between them, and then placed on my left arm. ~ The doc-
of held them there with the thumb and tbé forefinger, while the
other hand rested with ours op the table. = A scraPrng sound was
at once heard between the slates, indicating that a writing had
commenced. This lasted two or three minltes, and then "came
three tiny raps on the slates. They were opened, and the com-
munication, as shown on the copies which | send you, were found
on Nos, Land 2. The Latin rsaquotatron of a feligious charac-
ter On slate No. 2, the four first | rnes commenceacommunrca-
tion in classical Greek, but rnterruBte as_the English messa%
from one of the doctors controls, Dr. Davis, states because t

wrrtrng grrrt Was unable to controI any longer, promising, never-
teess 0_continue some other day.

A fortnight later, the 17th ingt, at La (e Pleasant Montague
Mass., we had another srttrnﬁ with Dr. Slade, The power was at
first very strong, so strong thiat the slate held under the table wes
shattered into many pieces with a loud crash.  The writing on the
other (No. 3) was produced a few moments later. In what lan-
gua e rt rs I have not yet been able to ascertarn

%ueste me”to (?o over the wa}r buy two more
sates and ssoon as | ha brou ht them, ne placed them in the
usual way on my left arm. Th ewrrtrng commenced immediate h/
and_continued Without interruption for'six or seven minutes, [he
copies Nos. 4 and 5 show a very elaborate Gregk communication
of twenty-six lines. -~ The promise was thusfulfilled, and the cop-
tinuation of the first ess yat Onset ay given.. As a proof, it
suffices to compare the Greek on slate No. 2 with that on No. 4
and it will ‘be Seen that the first lines, correspond exactly in both
Places As the Latrn It |sacompendrum offarh which”| intend
0 translate verbal gwhena 5( [eisure. . Though seemrnghépure
classical Greek, 1should call it “ecclesiastical ™ as i the Greek
church of our day all the prayers are read in classical Greek,.or,
as thrs has undergone several”changes d urrng earl Chrrstranrty,

erhaps e found more appropriateto re er rt {0 what
general understood as “Monk or Cloister Greek.” 1t Is
an Item of the greatest importance that the writing on both
sIates (Nos, 4 and 5) was Produced In S0 short & time, SIX or Seven
minutes, while it would take myself or any scholar at least
TWENTY MINUTES TO COPY THE GREEK TEXT ALONE.
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B |rpes the colrnmunrcatrons were received in broad day-
out four gcloc

l
gT he slates are In my Bossessron were seen by man¥ Feople at
Ons t dBay and Lake Pleasant, and were imimediately photo-

ccordrng %promrse | have th Pleasure to forward you
translation of the Latin and the Gree exts

While at first considering it possrble to meet a pure classical
Greek, | have found my s pRosrtron tg be right when calhng It
fecclesiastical.”  Owing to'this, and also to & want of clearfiess
of some words, | may have committed a few Phrlologrcal 2rrs,
but If so, that will néither chan?e the sense of the communication
r'detain me from rendering ItS translation pubhc

As to the identity of the writer, and the quotations made by
him, | am not as et certain, but, contrnurn? }(rnvestrgatrons
|"hope some future” communication may reveal it 1o me

TRANSLATION OF LATIN TEXT. (Slate No. 1)
There ndged b t one rule of fiﬂh f@egoejrr{ un hané;er

g, B ey o 4o
ar&récrucre under ontius’ ae [aISE

Vg
ad rgcer ed In heaven NOW S thng ﬁre rrgm hg;d(?yrr%rg

O

i herha]a orrgvrlorc]org\e 0 eﬂs Iving“and  the dea
Iprogn h lf( dii ver?edgf Irgin, . 1.~ L. de Mont.”

translation OFGreek text. (Slates 4and 5.)
rhrer deed
0

chu}r]chut]hohﬁhhdrrg glr\s/e P/Oenq th Irm
e from ?es%h b mo &od the a |
a s an eve thrn
e ||e |n no esh
633 ere b |r| u
e aug drvrne rovr nce nvrc |on he
o rgr . dassion errn he s re
ed sew d reac
e eavén t rrs o ord sco ro
raen In the ertoet

S 0.1 ISE U a ghr an
?har [}% Cahcli%? esua r lor f%ﬁog] %Pk g VIOl a

accorting to the good pleasure 0 he INVISi e, every




hall h Ven, rth nder the, earth Ver
?or? ugoiﬁ oen gesst(%)rr}fls?%tah euwd| rtened era u§ a% emer}/

?aﬂs eﬁed nd Were In eel\fuin gﬁW'ﬂ%S heu u%
L Jﬁ%‘” LAl
mants énd;con?mued |nf)f-l|sqove {0 ﬁesef| eed. havi p%gran?ﬂ
rom the neqinni P L n%r

He Destow nﬁmorpa%ty And Wil obtal me ernaLg drylv|

The public is, as myself, indebted to the ready kindness and
narticularly fine mediumship (reading of the” most_ancient
angua?es of Dr. James Cooper, M. D. BeIIefontame Ohio, for
the”fol 0W|n? translation of the characters on slate No. 3, and, s
an additional interest, | also publish the doctor’s Ietter

ihe d“ge”r‘t“ o s e féé%i‘sdfﬁl[ﬂ e I

ee
AL S
{nIs Success.

N B,. No name is signed or given in connection with the com-
munication. Translator.”

“Bellefontaine, Ohio, Oct. 21,1883.

Peterse

Dr
Dear@w and Broth;
g]g characrers ob%\ pi;z qh'r%sﬁg C(ﬁﬁe”ﬂ%ap ?Ot v(éf S*aBrC né%'rn
S Fre elved q FY Sr |onear? ab3| mg heenclose
Sluhérec me Wﬁ [[ f[FeJ ﬁre& n]ale s%mts \?/ho C|&I¥l to ave
I|ve on auka |san eP/ q% r%rtTF]eer s m{@ msa&‘
ore

b

?ﬁ Bro\/vn complexion, and rio eefﬁFessz %
ou Wil pr abI I|\< tq know et th tran lati |on In
thS g\r@y rlgéea T bee')lémne%];ss%liﬁleﬁ {E}jﬁ Célrr(rs] VY Eﬁ dlﬁtlnc{l 4 O[
Wlthrq ransalon oP(? By word, correc?mg any¥nrqg&es tha?
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ayobeS trrnﬁretemh tHgdlsﬁcsrgrns or usdng my hand and pen, or pen-
YOU Nave ¢ |%means o %arrn thr rrtrn rth Sanscrit
I [Esem

Iamr e ou Wi nr:e ese spirit
glaim [Hp ?ﬁerr ng geasr eancrert NSGEL, Er :

Hoping this may prove satrsfactory, | am yours for truth,
James Cooper, M.D.

As spon as | had received the above letter from Dr. J. Cooper,
and without alluding to his translation, I wrote to the (is-
trngurshed hrlologrst and archaeologist, L. L"vy-Bing, Paris
France ose ledmed reading of the strange inscription on the
rave reek stone in Ohio, U;'S., has weight among scientific

Thrs is a translation of part of his letter, in reply to my inquiry,
with regard to the characters on slate No. 3

af xoxx Wrthoutb |n able to affirm anything concernin
these tr chara ters oset at they ma er to
scryt.tha o rteo ore e]s dagﬁo a{ea
|ca or s or oan

scolrérelr@ OSS ecrp ered by (segrelnceen yby meahs Of alpha

Apart from the marvel of the writing itself, several surt]gestrons
have doubtless presented themselves to the intelligent Teaders
85 {0 the contents of the ahove communications or gdotations.
With re?ard to the Latin and Greek texts, we find the Catho-
lic faith strongly expressed in the dogmas of eternal punrshment
and pre-ordination. If we beIreve |t to originate from the spirit
L. de Mont, who was perhan imself an ecclesrastrc We also ask
ourselves if he still holds his oprnron as We have known many
spirits to do_ for quite a length of fime, and If his mentron has
been to emPhﬁsrze it on, the occ sion thus offered ag
be so; b Ink not srncerey oprngn that o uncharrtable an
cruel ‘a view of our future destiny may have lost its ecclesiastical
infallibility and charm tg him when Confronted, with a sublimer
and purer element of divine Jove, In mY opinion, these dead
|anguages, with which the medium is entire X unacquainted, were
chosen"as stronger means of proving the reality of ‘the phenome-
non, and this i more than one way. We have the record of



experiences ny men of science and authority, as, for instance, Pro-
fessor Zollner'and his leamed colleagues, etc., that independent
slate-writing has been %wen and peen manifested in different mod-
ern languages, of which the medium was equally ignorant.  Sup-
posing “now that L. de Mont wasa Frenchman oran Italian, he
would have had no difficulty in writing to us in those languages
with which we were at |edst familiar, and to the rendermg of
which the medium himself had proved no obstacle. Instead of
this a Greek cluotatlon of considerable Ien%h IS given.

The difficulty has been doubled. First, the Greek letters them-
selves, which if requires, as any collegian knows, a longer time to
Wwrite, owing to their seﬁarate and pieced-together construction,
Second, the'memory of the Greek text itself, _

. How many of our coIIe%e professors of Greek in the present
time can write this.langu ?_e from memory? _But very few, s0
few that only those exceptional ones who pride themselves in
knowing by Heart a certain quantity of Homeric verses, etc., could
enter the contest, o

|t seems, therefare, to me that there has been a decided inten-
tion on the part of this supramundane writer not of hinting ahout
creed and dogma, but of proving, as stated at the commencement
of my report,”™ that power unseen can act through the human body,
thus conveying a knowledge superior to that Possessed by the chosén
instrument,” on a principle similar to that of electricity, which
must, to” become useful, have the aid and co-operation of intelli-

ence.
! _Thou_gh_the stran?e characters on slate No. 3 have not found
scientific interpretafion, yet | consider it of great interest to
nofice. the coincidence of Dr. Cooper’s remark With that of the
sclentist L. LAVR/-_Bmg eventuallsy referring them to “one of the
Imcar_e or_éess archaical forms of Sanscrit, of toan altered or lost
ndian idiom
In concluding, | wish to say that the private letter to us on
slate No. 5 Is quite correct, and that | most cordially invite all
who feel interested, whether as believers or as skeptical and_crit-
ical investigators, to communicate to me their views and ideas
with regard”to the above facts.
Db. H. G. Petersen.

S3 Somerset St., formerly 721 Tromont St., Boston, Mass.
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IMMORTALITY
FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE MODERN WORLD.

Rkv.MinotJ. Savage's Eastek Sermon.

In view of the fact that yesterday was Easter, Rev. MinotJ. Save‘l‘% pastor
of the Church of the Unity, deferred the delivery of his sermon on “Woman’s
Sphere,” one of the course on * Man, Woman, and Child,” and sPoke on

Immortality from the Standpoint of the Modern World.” He took for
his text the following passages of Scripture:—

For | delivered untg gou first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for
our sins accordin t%th, 3or|r{)d[u¥]es; , , , ,

Angtﬁatﬂews uried, a tatne ro?eagaln trethlrddayaooordlngto the scriptures;

And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:

After that he was seen of above five thdreq brethren at onoe, of whom the greater part
rema\lnu totnls resent, b?t some arp falle ?]ep; .

the apostles

S
Alter that he Was seen of James; then oPa : .
And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of dne time.—1 Cor. xv. 3*8.

“If aman die, shall he live again ?” asks the old poet author of the hook
of Job.  And it is safe to assume that no other ong question has so long
and so deepéy stirred the heart of man. Since the first father, mother
friend looked” down on the first white, dead face, and wondered what 1t all
meant. until today men have tried to lift at least a corner of the leaden cur-
tain of darkness and silence. They have peered, they have listened. Some
have said they caught the sudden gleam of a face, orthe swift beckoning of
a hand: or that they heard a low whisper out of the stillness. Others have
taken all these _thm?s to be only the sub{ectlve impressions of an excited
brain, or a longing anc_}/_. So, after all these thousands of years, a large
part of the world s wai mg and asking still.

For perfect clearmess an accura_CY_ of thought, we need, from the outset,
to bear in_mind one important distinction. = Even if we could prove to
demonstration that* some soul had_ survived. the dissolution of the Dody, we
should not then have established immortality. ~ This means endless contin-
ued existence.  And it is, at any rate, quité conceivable that a soul ml%r%
continue through many such changes as that we call death, and Stll| C0
to an end at last- This distinction, however, is important only for ¢ eﬁrness
of thouqht. It we could be quite certain that this first stupéndous change
does not mean the cessation of conscious, personal existence, the most Of
as would confidently take our chances as to the results of any future crisis



berond that.  To this oue point, then, let us address ourselves, and see how
it Tooks from the standpoint of the modern world. ~ The dlsuﬁles of Jesus
claimed that he reappeared to them after his death; that they saw him,
talked with him, ana made themselves sure of his identity; and all this on
more than one occasion.  This is the most notable instance of the kind on
record, for it was made the foundation stone of a great religion, and this
rellgilon Is the one which has coincided with the greatest civilization of the
world. ~Paul says: “If Christ be not risen, then ?/our faith is vain,"—the
basis of Christianity is gone.  We will take this claim, then, as our starting
5)0|nt. Let us refresh. our memories with the outlines of the familiar story.
esus had been with his disciples for three, to them, precious years. . Theéy
had come to believe that he was, indeed, the promised Messiah of their race,
who was to establish on earth a perfect condition of human society which
they called “ the kingdom of heaven.” But at last, disa Rolnted and dlis:
mayed, they find him'in the hands of the Roman power. This power, urged
on 1y the_influential and official portion of his own people, has put hint to
an ignominious death, the death of a common criminal, ~ Thig is Frldax
afternoon.  And now, as we see in the case of the two friends who, throug

the cool of the evemr&g, walked to Emmaus, the disciples have given UP all
hope. ~ With an undertow of exceeding sadness and disappointment, wo
hear them saying: “We trusted that this had been he who should have
redeemed Israel.” But it is plain that the trust is gone. They read in the
C10SS onlgl one more terrible failure. But on Stnday morning they are
startled Dy the report that somebody had seen him afive a%am. He sud-
denly appéars to the wondering littlé company, though the doors be shut;
and,” after a brief conversation, as suddenly vanishes again. At another
time he eats with them, and shows them his wounded hands and side, tell-
ing them he 15 no spirtt only, but has flesh and bones like themselves, And
thén, long after, when they supposed him to be with God in the skies, he
appears fo Paul ina vision, and he talks of having “seen” him, as truly
as had the rest of the apostles,  As the immediate result of these “ appear-
ances,” their hopes revive a?aln. In the confident assurance that they are
the disciples of a living master, they start out to preach their “good néws,”
that the reign of death is ended:”that Jesus is onIY withdrawn into the
heavens for a little time, and that he will qumkly return to reign over the
kingdlom of their grandest hopes.  These later expectations, we know, have
not”been fulfilled” But our concern, for today, Is only with thls_stor}; of
the reappearance.  Let us, then, note two or three things concerning their
report, “What is the nature and value of their festimdny? Revefently
and with perfect frankness, we must deal with this from the standpoint of
the_ modern world, - Though they be Jesus’s own words, we cannot agree
with them, when he says:™ Blessed are they that have not seen and"yet



have believed.” ~We do, indeed, believe many t,hmqs which we have not
6een; but when it js a question of material fact, like the alleged coming to
life of the dead, this 15 ro matter of legitimate faith, but callS for adeqUate
evidence.  We must respect Thomas, then, for being a doubter until the
Pr_oof was forthcoming. ~ The world has suffered too much by “taking
hings for granted ™ for us any longer to consider it a virtue. ~ AS then, we
look over the evidence of the Tour ‘gospels, we find it confused and extra-
ordinary. . No matter if it be on minor points,—as, for example, as to
whether it was Peter or Mary Magdalen who first saw him: or & to
whether it was before light or about sunrise. The Holy Spirit does not
make mistakes as to matters of fact. This much, however, may well be
said.  Though the contradictions are utterly inconsistent with divine inspi-
ration, they are not such as to necessarily impeach the accuracy of the story
from a merely human ,i),omt of view.  These variations of détail are only
such as we are all familiar with in the testimony of honest peaple concern-
Ing things that we know are true. - But if Jesus actually reappeared, it isa
faCt of 4 very strange and unusual kind. ~ And extraordinary facts require
extraordinary testimony, both as to quantity and quality. “You may rea-
sonably believe almost anybody when he dsserts facts of common, dal|){
occurrénce.  But when a”person asserts that very strange and unusua
things have hapﬁene,d, it 1S only common sense and common sanity to
demand a_proof that is adequate,~ People may be very honest and yet Very
greatly mistaken. Were not this p_rlnm?le adopted “in_our courts, justice
would' miscarry much oftener than' it actually does. Have we, then, here
in our New Testament, reasonably satlsfactolr:y evidence that Jesus really
appeared to his disciples after his death ? ranklkl, we must admit that
We have not. We do have abundant evidence in the records and in the
history of Christianity. that the dlsm?les honestly believed that he was still
‘alive after his crucifixion,  But for this belief the course of human history
would have been changed.  But Ghrl_stlanll_tly Is not the only religion that is
rooted in what seems so doubtful a soil. - Had not the followers of Moham-
med believed in his superatural claims, had he not believed in them him-
self, it is doubtful if there would have been any Mohammedanism. A sim-
llar thing may be said of Buddhism, of Mormonism, and of many other
movements in’human history.  But what is the precise nature of this testi-
mony 7 To give us rational ground for, belief today we need a great deal
of rémarkably good evidence.™ And it is hardly tod much to say that we
do not have it” We are not sure of the test_lmonP/ of one single eye wit-
ness.  The gospels are anonymous, and contain only heresay. “We tannot
trace one single witness to his home, find his name, Ris standing in the com-
munity, his carefulness as an observer, or his means for a k_nowled%_e of the
facts. ~ The apostle Paul is the only even apparent exception to this state-



ment. He tells us, in what are undoubtedly his own words, that “last of
all, he was seen of Us also.” But this supFosed seeing was fong after the
alleged ascension into heaven, It was on the occasion of his vision on the
road to Damascus; and he distinctly tells us in another place that he had
never known Jesus “after the flesh.”
The church does not help,us any in this matter, for all her Easter cere-
monials, and even the date’ itself, are older than Christianity, and are pal-
ably borrowed from pagan sources. On such testimony then as the New
estament furnishes usfor so stupendous a claim as thie reappearance of
Jesus no modern court would convict a criminal of petit larceny. A thou-
sand times more evidence in favor of SPIrIt return in the modern world is
offered us bY' the despised and outcas bod){ of spirityalists.  And et
thousands believe an alleged fact 1851 years dld, while rejecting a good deal
better testimony for similar aIIe_?ed facts on the part of thelr next-door
neighbors. " the next Rlace,l the orthodox claim be true, and Christ
was God, his rlsmg from the tomb, after lying in it only two nights, would
hardl¥ be good evidence that we shall rise front our graves after havmg gone
back 10 dust for thousands of years. A wholly exceptional case like this
IS hardlé/ (r]ood ground on which to hase a comimon hope for our common
race. But, oncé more, if he was a man like ourselves, and if we can find
reason to think he really did appear to his friends after his death, then e
may reasonably hope. “For gne such fact would prove that death is not
necessarily the dissolution of our personality. 1f one man survives the

ShOCk’ then “Woare Fno_t) suoh stuff as dreams are made of, and
QOur ittle lives are (not) rounded with a sleep.”

Then we might shout, “0 death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory?” But_for this ancient story, dlas! we have' no such satis-
factory evidence, Do you not want stich évidence? | most certainly do.
Tet fnere are in this modern world many trug, sweet souls who, like
Harriet Martineau, say they have had enough.  They do not quarrel over
much with life; but thiey (?et_tlred and only ask for sleep. 1, too, (I]et tired
and often | feel oppressed with “ the weighnt of all this weary world.” But
still I wantto live. The wonder and the love of all this conscious exist:
ence are very strange and very sweet to me,  The mystery and glory of
the world sweep over me at times until | feel, for days_together, like a
child at a show, looking with wide-eyed wonder at the visiblé” embodiment
of an endless fairy tale:  Even if this is all, | am qlad with every breath to
be alive, And do not think that this is because T walk through no dark-
ness and thrill with the agr?_n)é of no sorrows,  Few Perhaps arg more sen-
sifive - for, if | know the hights of heaven, | have also walked the gloom

of hell. But | have stood on sunny mountain peaks of experience when



one swift moment’s ecsta ay enough for years of sorrow. | need
el R 60

* % % “Shallhe,

“Who loved, who suffered oount]ess ills*
WTEJ battled for the true, the Just,
Be blown about in desert qust,

Or sealed within the iron hills?

“No more? A monster, then, adream,
A discord. Dragons of t e,prl[ne
Who tore each other In their slime,
Were mellow masio matched with him.
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That elope through darkness up to God,"

| want to climb and see if the mystery resolves itself, and so find the key
to this great enigma of life.  Lét us; then, address ourselves_anew to our
problem. It is"1851 years since the alleged appearance of Jesus. How
stands the matter today ? Though the chiirch claims that Jesus was God,
and that he came on”purpose to establish a divine kingdom. among men,
only a small part of the human race knows anything about him, and but a
fraction of even this small part accepts the claims that are made on his
Pe}fa f.~ From the church’s standpoint it looks dreaafully like a disastrous
ailure.

The_average Christian seems but half in earnest about it. * Paul says:
“To dig is gain,” and “to depart and be with Christ Is far better” than to
ive. But thurch members today do not at all act as though they really
helieved it.  Very little is the apparent consolation they find in the hour
of death. With Crape on their doors, they wail over going to heaven as
hough it were the last great disaster that Crowns with gloom a Christian’s
ife.” 1 think it wil| be the honest testlmon% of hoth dactors and ministers
hat the Christian dies no more peacefully than another man. | have just
earned that mx old father of ninety, after more than sevent?/ years of active
work s an orthodox cl.urch member, is now mourning by the day over the
fear of gomg to hell, *Miserable comforters are ye all” may we well say
of this grea promlsmg group of orthodox doctrines that claim to speak for
God. ~ After these 1851 years, then, we find a world divided, so far as our
ﬁurpo_se needs to take account of it, into three ?reat camps. On the one
and is the great army of science. Its greatest leaders are agnostic,—they

\ £ will
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simply say: “We do not know.” In personal conversation with Herbert
Spencer, hie has given to me his gpinion that, concernmq the matter of a
future life, science can neither affirm nor deny. “Evolution,” he says,
“(loes not necessarily touch the question. . It Stands just where it didl be-
fore.” _Such, in substance, also, is the opinion of HuxIe)(, of Tyndall, of
John Fiske, and the other great exponents of modem thought, both in
Europe and America. Persona,llly they may believe or doubt:“but no wise
or cautious man among them will"claim any scientific warrant for positive
affirmation either way. At the other extfeme stands the ?reat army of
spiritualists, In spite of frauds and delusions, which are only too numer-
ous; in spite of all the “exposures,” false or true; in ,sP|te of learned
“explanations” of all the strange phenomena,—It Is still true that this
army is on the increase.  Converts of science, the church, and the world
are swelllngi their ranks. -~ Only still more evidence of depravity, thinks the
church; orily another swelling’toward the flood of the overturning tide of
popular supérstition, thinks sCience, In any case, it is true the tide is ris-
Ing, whatever be the cause.  Scientists, philosophers, physicians, statesmen,
novelists, poets, artists, jurists, people of every rank and countrP]/, are declar-
Ing their conviction that those we call the dead do live, and that they can
send back progfs of both their existence and their identity.  Between these
two great armies stands traditional orthodox%/. It possesses the advanta%es
of néither side, and between them, as though they were_ upper and nether
millstones, its crumblln? and inconsistent™ material is in danger of being
round to powder. It has Deither the qulcal Method of Science nor
e present-claimed proofs of spiritualism, 1t drifts down the current of
the Centuries, swept on by the force of tradition. But, like an iceberg at
Sea, however bravel(¥,|t may glitter, it is getting into [atitudes too light and
too warm for it, and is destined to melt away. ~ The great question of the
modern, world s as to whether this is a material or™a spiritual universe,
And this question the church cannot help us to settle, ~Science has a vast
body of truth capable of constantly repeated verification. ~ Spiritualism has
a large boay of asserted truth that she at least claims to be able to prove
by oCular and tangible demonstration.  As agiamst those, orthodox Christ-
ianity has only the traditional testimony of certain unknown men long since
dead. In talking with one of America’s best-known literary men the other
day, he expressed his conviction in, as nearly as | can rémember, words
like these;. “The battle, it seems to me, has got_to be fought out between
the agnostic scientists and the spiritualists. ™ Orthodoxy “is now only a
tradition, and does not count.” S0 far as this great Rrobl,em of continiled
existence is concerned, | agree with him. Let us see, then, It we can justi
this opinion, and see wheré a rational man may stand in this modem world.
A few words more as to the orthodox position.  As fine a morality aud



as profound and tender a spirituality of character as the church can show
are found today on every hand outside its walls. It has no monopoly of
the anti-materialistic philosophy of the world. ~ As a church, then, it Con-
tributes to the solution of our problem only an alleged fact of reappearance
after death, testified to by inaccessible and unknown witnesses. ~ Science
rules the testimony out of court, and deglares it to be incompetent. - While
spiritualism, on the other hand, claims that she can offer a thousand similar
facts, testified to by living witnesses, at the same time she rejects the body
of doctring that the chuich has bult up. Even if her asserted facts be
granted, either science or spiritualism can assimilate and use it for their
Own' purposes, while re{ectm all else that is special or peculiar,  We will
leave it out of account, therefore, and see what the others have to say. We
nass, then, to consider the attitude of science. | take science first, because
If it can prove that the belief in continued existence is not true, or that
even if It is true, we can never find it out except b dyln?, why then of
course the discussion is at an end, . In speaking of the attitude of Science
| need to define myself. The spirit of do?matlsm Is not confined to any
one section of human|t¥_. . S0 We need not be surprised to find scientific
dogmatists as well as re qlous ones. . Men like Clifford and Haeckel and
Blichner, are ready to declare ver)( vigorously that all hope of future exist*
ence after death 'is absurd. But in so daing they violate the spirit of
science and go beyond the facts. When they say’such things, you may
comfort yourselves by reflecting that you are listening to théir individual
\oices, aid not to the voice of science. For it has _8one to the utmost
limit of its legitimate warrant when it has modestly said: “I don’t know.”
But this is by no means the end. For, in_the first place,the belief has
the field, and”it has a right to retain it until if is driven out bK fact and
arqument.  And, in the fiext place, all that science knows on the subject
IS°0pen to the investigation of any mtethent man; and he isat liberty to
put his own construction on the facts, so fong as he.does not contradict any
established principle of reason. And it js my opinjon that the facts and
re_asonmfgs of science are by no means all on”the side of doubt. Let me
hint a few points for your consideration. To my mind, it i much that
science cannot disprove'the “hope ™ that
_ % * %§prings eternal in the human breast”

Then this hope itself is a fact, a fact produced by, and springing out of, the
universe, a fact that must be accounted for, at least, beforg it"is rejected.
And though some of the forms that this hope has assumed may have been
exP_Ialned,,th_e fact itself has not.  The dominant science of fhe world is
anti-materialistic through and through.  The demonstration of the law of
the persistence and correlation of fofms demonstrates the immateriality of
mind.  Thought and feeling, that which is the highest and most distinctive



in man, the materialist can give no rational account of.  Mind—an insolu-
ble mystery—is found in “company with matter—an insoluble m sterY;
and that is all that science knows about it If any man shall confidently
attempt to “explain” either of them to you, ¥ou mdy set him down at once
as.an ignoramus.  Since, then, science cannot explain mind as the result of
Pu_ttlng together cunningly-devised particles of matter, it cannot assert that
his same mind will cedsé to be when the material particles are taken to
pieces. 1t IS open to any man.to say that he has never seen any mental
action that was not associated with a brain.  And then it is equally oRen 0
you to tell him that there are, doubtless, a good many other thln(I;s IS
not seen, which things may, nevertheless, be true. - Col. Ingersoll said the
other day; “I don't know much about it, for I live in one of the rural dis-
tricts of the universe.” That thou?ht may . well make all of us modest,
Then again, science demonstrates, that the invisible and intangible forces of
the unjverse are mightier than all we can see and handle. And it Proves
that all so-called facts and phenomena are the outcome and product of an
unseen and eternal energy that we cannot think of or figure as material. It
only needs to make this eternal energy prescient and loving, and we have the
(od of the highest thought of Jesus,— He who is “spirit,” and who Is to be
“worshiped i spirit and'in truth.”  And once more, for all that any man
knows to_the, contrary, this earth may be surrounded, encompassed, and
accompanied in its mighty sweep through space by an mvisible, intangible,
though intensely-activé world, a world Beautiful in form and color, and peo-
pled _Y\/\nse and loving_intelligences akin to ourselves. Onwhat fooks Tike
Indubjtable evidence, sCience asks us already to believe as wonderful thm(t;s
as this.  For example, the mterPIanetary and_ interstellar spaces seem 1o
Us quite empty.  But the undulatory theory of light, which science regards
as established, asks us to believe that this apparéntly empty space is Tilled
with a lumeniferous ether that Prof. Stanley Jevons says is “|mmenseIK
more solid and elastic than steel.” The pressure of this ether upon eac

square inch of the earth's surface has been calculated by Sir John Herschel
to be about 17,000,000,000 Ioound_s. Yet,” says Prof. Jeyons, “we live
and move without appreciable resistance througn this_mediun, infinitely
harder and more elastic than adament.”  Beside the difficulty of imagining
such facts as these to be true, the passing of matter through” other niatter,
the wonders of clalrvo_?/ance or magnetism, or an¥ claimed’ power of mind
over matter, seem egsily credible. “In Brese,nce 0t such facts, Prof. Jevons
adds: “All our ordinary notions must be laid aside; yet they are ng more
than the observed phenomena of light and heat force us to“accept.”  We
know that the ordinary pressure of the atmospheric air upon our bodies is
about fifteen pounds to'the square inch.  And'through this the wave move-
ments that we call light, when they are translated ifto consciousness, beat



u80n the sensitive nerves of the eye at the rate of from 500,000,000 to
800,000,000, 0f millions of times ira second. By so wondrous a process
do we perceive the beauty of a rse, or answer back the ﬁlances of one we
love. W see, then,” says Prof. Jevons once more, “that mere dificul-
ties of a conception must not in the least discredit a theory which otherwise
agrees with facts; and you must only reject hypotheses which are incon-
ceivable in the Gense of reaking distinctly the primary laws of thought and
matter.” And Dr. Y_oungi the discoverer of the un,lversall}/-accepte, theory
of light, commits’ himself distinctly to the opinion that other inhabited
spheres may be all about us. 1t 15, then, strictly in accord with all we
know that the soul may be represented as saying:—

I oW ttfere f voi%es | do not hear,

calors 0 See

i
Science, then, does not negative such a belief: and she compels. us to
acoept a universe quite as wondrous, It one will believe only plain and
simple thln?s, he will believe very little in a universe like this. To the
wise man it Is all wonder, Leavmﬁ science, then, let us pass to what is
known as modern spiritualism. -~ Without fear or favor, I shall try to treat

this falrI)(, as | endeavor to all other subjects. , _
And at the outset let me remark that it is too big a factor in modemlife
to he ignored,  Thousands and thousands in £urgpe and America believe
In its Central claim. There are thousands of silent believers who do not
like to be called knave or fool, and so keep still about it. Like Nicodemus,
they come by night “lest they be cast out of the sy_nago?ue.” It Is my
conviction that, Whether true or false, it qught to be investigated by com-
Petent minds. If it Is true, |gn0r|n([; it will”not blot it out.” If false, the
housands of deluded victims™ ought to be helped to find it out, and so be
delivered from its bondage of error and foIIry. hat are some of the atti-
tudes that men take toward it? - Crowds of people pooh-pooh it as all non-
sense.  Many are afraid of it with, a sort of superstitious fear. ~ Many,
like Prof, Phelps, of Andover, admif the claimed facts, but say “ It is the
work of the devil.” Many look at it askance because it is not “ respect-
able,” just as churchmen in England would have nathing to do with Dar-
winism until Darwin himself was buried in Westminster Abbey.  Now it
has been recognized by “society,” and they will condescend tolook at it.
In the preserice of a Qreat fact, it seems t0 me that all these attitudes are
unwise. ~ And whatever else we may say about It, that large masses of
peaple do believe in spiritualism is a fact. ~ It is a fact_hig enough to touch
and shape a large ;)art of our modern life. Do you wish™to know m¥ own
attitude toward’it? | have nothing to conceal, and am willing to tell you



frankI)(, | would like to helieve its central claim. That is, I would like to
know that the continued existence of the soul was demonstrated as a fact.
| hope to believe, but | would like to know. Beyond that, I have no pry-
Ing curiosity. T | never had a single message from beyond, it would give
Me great content to be demonstratively certdin that thiere is a beyond: |
countt my faith as very strong already. | doubt if any clergyman in Bos-
ton has 4 stronger. belief. - BUt if any man says he knows, 0n the basis of
any old-time doctrine, | know that he'is saYmg what he does not know. If
he sa¥s he feels quite certain, sodo I But that is not the dictionary mean-
ing of knowledge.  Tennyson frankly sings: —

*We have hut faith; we cannot know;
For knowledge Is of things we see.”

. All'men who are perfectly frank and open, inside the pulpit or out, must
join inthe poet lauriat’s song. Let us then turn and look at spiritualism
and see what is the.form and outfine 1t presents to us.  As to any alleged
Impossibility attachm% o its central claim, science can have_nothln? to say.
It can only ask for adequate proof. There is nothing in it out of accord
with the faith of those who already believe in continued existence. . That
our friends, If they still live and love, us, should want us to know it, is only
what we should expect. It reduces itself then to a question of fact, The
most obtrusive fact that presents itself to us, as we fook at spiritualism, is
a large amount of what, 1t 15.charity to believe, is self-delusion, and what
one is fairly comFeIIed to helieve is"outright fraud. This is repellant and
dlsgustlnﬁ, and all honest, believers can To their cause no better service
than by Relping to exterminate and destroy this whole horde of conscience-
less parasites. ~ To trade thus on the most sacred affections and hopes of
the great army of the afflicted is the basest of crimes, The next fact for
s t0 notice is that, in spite of all this, it continues to live and grow, having
among_its adherents some of the wisest and best men and women of the
&?e. he story goes that many Years ag0 @ man went on a visit to Rome,
e was amazed and disqusted at the corfuption he found there; and yet he
returned a convert.  When asked to explain the apparent contradiction, he
said: “| became convinced that nothing short of ‘a diving religion could
car% such a load of evil and_ live.” Pefhaps in such a reflection, some of
the Detter s%mtuallsts may find some consolation.  For better gnes there
are by the thousand. ~And they repudiate and fight against the frauds ang
delusions as vigorously as anybody. And it is a noteworthy fact, well
known to historical students, that almost all the charges made today against
the common run of spiritualists were equally made against the conimon run
of the early believers in Christianity.. To_ establish this claim [that the
dead do live and can communicate with us] there is a body of evidence
that would be regarced as conclusive proof of any other proposition what-



spever.  Tet I*find no fault with this incredulity so long as it is honest and
sincere. For if it Js true, doubt will not destroy it.  And we can all much
better afford to wait than we can afford to be deluded. 1t is worth next to
consider as to just what might be regarded as adequate proof. Physical
manifestations, however, startllnP,, are not enough. The P_henomena of
hypnotism, of mind-reading, of clairvoyance, of magnetic healing, all these,
however well established, would fall far short of proving spiritualism true.
And yet, by the unthinking, they are all classed Indiscriminately together.
One fact, and one_alone, can establish it, and that is undoubted proof of the
Bres_ence and activity of an intelligence that is not that of any of the em-

odied persons present.. | can conceive of evidence tha mlght e regarded
as satisfactory. . And if such evidence were forthcoming, T see no Teason
why either religion or science should hesitate to accept It As to religion,
it would o_nI%/ be proof positive of her every-day assumptions, As fo science,
| see no right that she has to turn her back on any fact.  And since she is
all the time dealing with invisible forces the nature of which she cannot
explain, it could be only arrogance that could lead her to disregard one of
these because it seemed to e intelligent. To go back now fof a moment
to the early Christian claim with which we started, it is worthy of remark
that, if the modern world shall ever demonstrate the fact of spirit return, it
will make it perfe_ctl(}( reasonable for us to beljeve that Jesus actually did
return, and that his disciples saw and talked with him. _In that case, how-
ever, It would be no miracle; and it would not necessanIY be any evidence
in favor of the special doqmas of Christian theologfy. It would also he a
rational explanation of a thousand other claimed Tacts of human history.
Here, then, the matter stands. | have no quarrel with those who pl,ln%
longingly and lovingly to the hope, even if they can give for it no sufficien
reaSon. * Neither have | any quarrel with those who claim that they have
found adequate rnroof as the'result of modern investigation. Only, for their
own sakes, and for the sake of others, | would have them thorouth%/ “prove
all things, and hold fast” only “that is (%ood.’_’ Neither can | have any
quarrel with those who tell me'they think this life is enough. Such a state
of mind is little affected by argument. But as for me, though | find this
life very sweet, | do want ‘another, And thou%h | cannot do so far as to
say: “This one is not worth having if there De no other,” | do say that
dust and ashes seem a somewhat poor and impotent conclusion for Such a
magnificent, grand, terrible life drama as that we are playing here on this

old earth. .
MIS strange, ho eeg, PO vYorhdrouspfe appears,
.. Pnave no words, but only happy tears.”
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No, friends, | expect to keep on. | have no fear of death, and | do not
regard the grave as my final home. Rather do | look upon it as a low-
ga%q%grgﬁ%eeway through’ which | hope to pass into the brighter sunshine of

Meantime, whether we feel assured or not, the best thing we can do is to
huild ourselves after the plan of a large and noble life, S0 that, if death
does fulfill our hopes and Iead us across the threshold of a higher existence,
\r/]\éeremay be ready to enter it with all the advantage of the best life-training

“Learners are all aéschool,
Eager youth and weary age ;
Governed b tne sellf-sa eTule,
Poring o'er the self-same page.

“Life the lesson that we IearB
As hedaysan Vearsgo Y;
an Eous arﬁt e [eaveswe turn
On the eartn and In the sky.
“Oft u{ s\iﬁght with tears.is qur{ed
W Ile we strive In vain to te
What may me_ag some arderw?rd
Than our wisdom yet can spell.

“But we read eno Hh to trust
That our grand hopes are not Jies,

That gur h% rts are more than.dogt,

And our homes are In the skies.™

[Reprinted from the Botton Herald, April 14,1884.]

We, as spiritualists, are certainly under obligations to Mr.
Savage for ‘speaking o boldly on”this subject”in the above
sermon, and while tens of tholsands of people who know these
truths to, be ahsplute facts are to be found, yet few ministers in
the Eulpn are like Mr. Savage, honest enough to say what they
think; but, on the_ other hand, do assert these phenomena to be
all fraud without mveshgatmg;. And thOSf who profess to have
Investigated, either intentfonally or ignorantly, have been to some
advertised show on public platforms where Some weak o dishon-
est medium has been induced to pretend to expose spiritualism,
because he could. make money faster in that way, being weII-suP-
ported by Christians, inficels, and materialists who are anxious to
put down what seems to them to be their common enemy. No
other class of Ipeople Wwe have ever met, are so critical in their
observations, of know so well how to mvesﬂgate spirit phenomena
as the harmomou?] srp|r|tual|st. Our prayér 1s, give us honest
teachers and preachers.



MRS. KATE IRVING'S RECENT VOLUME.

The truth is forall. The great difficulty is to make people know it
while society is so tied up with creeds and dogmas. It is a pleasure to find
a publishing house independent enough to, Undertake the publication of
hooks on S0 important, and at the same time so_unpopular, a subject as
that of spiritualism. ~ We are glad to have the privilege of noticing the Jate
work of Mrs. Kate Irvmrq on"spirit phenomena. |t"well deserves a place
in every library, and will" undoubtedly have a very large circulation, giving
as It does some Important statements of phenomena which will be read b
many who would not buy the standard works on spiritualism.  We are ?Iad
to know that Carlton & Co., of New York, have published it, and hope that
other houses will be ready to follow.  Mrs. Irving has certainly done a
%ood work for the cause; and while nearly every description givén might
be duplicated bP/ ten thousand or more spiritualists, yet they are"all interést-
ing, and the pleasing manner in which they are Vritten will do much to
calise people to read.

WHAT THE BOSTON ‘Q[%AJISFSQNWEALTH *THINKS OF

The following notice from the Boston Commonwealth of April 12th we
reprint, that ourreaders_may know what one of the most interesting literary
journals is willing to say for the truth of this science, 1t is, indeed; a squrce
of gratification to every fair-minded investigator that some of our best jour-
nalists are willing to speak the truth, though upon subjects that are unpop-
ular. We aqree with our friend the editor that “there is a heap of fraud
lying around'loose.”  Were it not so we should have no usefor works on spirit-
ualism to prove its phenomena, as the world would have received it an truth
long ago. Wherever we find human nature, we expect more or less decep-
tion, and spiritualism claims nothing for its ?henomena be}lond natural
law, therefore, when perfection is redched on_ the physical r[])ane, We may
reasonably(] expect perfect spiritual manifestations. ~ Until that time let us
receive whatever of truth may come tq Us, always waiting aud h_opmg for
more light on a subject the laivs of which, at mast, we know but little of.

The Sermons of Rev. Mr. Applebee, which are full of intellectual, moral
and spiritual teachings, are Prlnted every week in the Commonwealth, and
should find a place irevery family circle:

o R mpta g s e
Save thelr teetn Tqr others doyntle can say. IS te pne-

s 1_Come.
Qroomuﬁﬁa&%g@sen are mepocabFe. Buqnﬁ]ere 1S gv?]eap o? fraud 1ying



LECTURE BY SPIRIT WILLIAM DENTON.

) Published in Banner gfLight, April 96,1884. .
. On Anniversary Sunday, March_30th, an eloquent discourse, having for
its theme the quéry: “Is Spiritualism True?” was_delivered througly the
inspirational agency of Mrs. E. L, Watson, by spirit William Denton, at
Metropolitan Temple, San Francisco, Cal. “The lecture called out the
warmest praise from those who listened to its delivery; and many there
were who openly avowed at once this unmistakable recognition of tfie com-
municating Intefligence.  Veery truly remarked Professor Denton in open-
ng his address.— _ (n

“Facts zir? the f*ra%er- rm%s of God., And gnefact is worth more than

all the speculations ot ahy Rumoer of men's minds. _
The remarks of the si)eaker, itched at so truthful and concise a key,
could not fail of being valuable from first to last; and some of the queries
he propounded to scientists and others who have a weakness for accountlng
for'the spiritual |ohenomena by “electricity,” “the unconscious exercise o
the human muscles,” or the voluntary exercise of the human will, will prove
posers to any of this class who may essay to reply to them. The remarks
of the Professor_ln defence of clairvoyance were practical and conclusive in
character as to its value and verity. ~ His admirable discourse closes with
the following burning passage: —
. “Tell me of the JnSrIﬁnlfIC nce of the%e Iph?HO{ngna! xoxOx Ther?
IS not%mg.lql nifica 'noﬂ]m in paure tnd %ddes not Heed' bu
?ve(r% act in e universe |sfa In n] at chain which, makes up the infmor-
al destiny and happiness of his children everywnere.

ONSET BAY.

This beautiful summer resort and spiritual camp ground is situated in the
town of East Wareham, Mass, on the Qld Colony RR. Its natural
attractions are good bathing, hoating, and fishing, shade trees and healt_hK
climate. Therg isa dancing hall and skating Fink, which, combined wit]
the camp-meeting, where many of the best médiums will be found, make it
attractive to all.” The opening day will be June 13th. _Excursion tickets,
%ood to return the 14th and”15th, will be sold from Boston to Onset for

1.50. There will also be a 4th of JuI)( celebration, and we ynderstand
the arrangements are not completed, but that there will be good speaking
and music, followed by a clam-bake.

The reqular car_np-meetlnlgI will commence July 13th, and close August
10th.  Odr old friend, Dr. H. B. Storer, who has o long been an active
and true defender of spirit phenomena, and an honorable, harmonious inves-
tigator, has again been elected president. - No man could have been selected
who has more friends, and is better adapted to the position.
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Dr.R. C FLOWER,

1762 Washington Street.........ow. Boston, Mass.
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