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JAMES R COCKE,

The Musical, Physical, Lecture, and Platform Test Medium,

s now (eadY to make engagements to hold Parlor Seances or Concerts upon
the Spiritual Rostrum in any part of the country. Terms Reasonable.

Camp-Meeting Committees’ correspondence will receive prompt attention.

DR. JAMES A. BLISS,
The noted Developing-Medium and Magnetic Physician, will accompany
Mr. Cocke, and have entire charge of his seances.

As a Developing Medium, Dr. Bliss claims superior powers, and proud|
refers to his mediums, that are now holding successful public seances in dif-
ferent parts of the country, that have been developed in private sittings
with him during the past 10 years. Will give names if requested.

For full particulars, terms, &c., address only

DR. JAMES A. BLISS, Business Manager,
39 East Newton St., Boston.

N.B.—Read Prof. Kiddle’s endorsement of Mr. Cocke’s mediumship, on
the first page of this magazine.

MRS. JAMES A. BLISS,
FULL-FORM MATERIALIZING MEDIUM

Holds her Wonderful Seances every

SUNDAY, WEDNESDAY, AND FRIDAY EVENINGS,
At8pm,;
FRIDAY AFTERNOONS AT 3 PM,; AT

39 EAST NEWTON STREET, BOSTON, MASS,

Until June 1,1884.  After June 1st, and until October 1st, she will hold
her seances at Onset Bay Camp Ground, East Wareham, Mass.
Post-Office address :
MRS. JAMES A. BLISS,
39 East Newton Street,

Boston, Mass.
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All Correspondence should be addressed to L. L. W hitlock, Editor, P. O.Box 8539, Boston.
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sciences are as distinct as chemistry and music. A professor of physical
science may be profoundly ignorant in spiritual science, and unfitto give
valuable testimony, while one who has no knowledge of physical science
may be an expert in the spiritual, and worthy of implicit reliance. We
attach no value to the reports of self-ogmmnated individuals who consider
themselves qualified to judge of the whole subject of modern spiritualism
because they have attended one seance, which, if not what they expected,
or perhaps not free from untruth, was beyond their comprehension. - Ignor-
ance is always to be deplored, and we are not for one moment attempting
to show that an ignorant man is more valuable to any cause than an edu-
cated one, hut we do claim that |(r1n0rance on any subject is a good reason
why such a person should not profess to teach, or even express his opinion,
until he has |nvest|grated, although he may be an honored investigator in
some other oranch of scientific research. ~As we have said before, it does
not require scientific investigation to say the moon shines; nor is it required
to make a man believe he knows his friend if he sees him at a seance;
therefore, we publish the evidence of others as they profess to have seen it,
and while it is a fact to them, it is of more or less importance to others, as
each mind sees it to be valuable. Nor shall we allow for one moment the
vexed questions of the day, which belong to humanity at large, to enter
into our work on mental and spiritual phenomena. We hold that the accept-
ance and investigation of these laws, from a scientific standpoint, has noth-
ing whatever to do with a man’s life or morals, admitting that the more
beautiful the conditions, and the more elevated the taste and character of
the investigator, the better the (iuallty of the phenomena, but not more con-
clusive as evidence of immortality, or of more importance to science as a
foundation on which to build; therefore, our investigations will be as prac-
tical as the circumstances will admit. We shall wait patiently to know the
truth, and not judge hastily of evidence of which we are not absolutely cer-
tain, but shall not refuse to publish descriptions of phenomena which we
are satisfied are genuine, even though we know that under some other cir-
cumstances the medium has been fraudulent, or that his moral character is
bad. Our duty will be to obtain from all sources, so far as possible, the
evidence of immortality, and we believe that evidence to be as valuable to
science in establishing the truth when coming from a spirit whose earth
life was eorrupt, but well defined, as if from an exalted spirit of light, even
though the medium may be as bad as the spirit was while in earth life.
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THE NEW MUSICAL MEDIUM.

To the Editor of Facts: _ R

Without the knowledge which we have acquired within the
last few ]Xears of spirit control, the phenomenon presented by Mr.
James 1L Cocke, the nev,vly-deyeIoPed musical’ medium, would
be regardeg S|mpI5A_as an [nexplicable Rrod|gy. Here 15 a young
man, “blind from is earliest years, wno has received only the
most meager outlines of a musical education, suddenl¥ found to
be able, while in the trance state, to improvise and perform, with
marvelous execution, on the piano or organ, the most . drfficult
compositions, possessing a high order of excellence, and illustrat-
ing or reproduging thé styles of the most eminent masters of
musical art,—of siich _%enluses as Beethoven, Bach, Von Weber,
Chapin, &c..—composing and performing pieces almost endless
in their number and variety. . . _ y
_That he is used hy the Spirits of deParted musical celebrities
simply as @ human instrument, or as the, means by which they
may express again to mortal ears, and_in sensuoys tones, the
j0eal |g)ro_duct_lons of their undying. creative genius i not a mere
hypothesis, since the controlling“influences "not only announce
their presence by name, buf cause Ihe medium to assume, the
romineut characteristics of their former earthly personalities.
hus each comes speaking his native |anguage; ana Beethoven
for example, exnibits In"a very touch_lng manner the physical
disability of extreme deafness, from which’ he suffered during the
latter part of his life. _

The medium 15 also controlled for song as Well as instrumental
Performance, male and female voices and styles bem% presented
hrough him ; while there Is often an improvisation of words, as
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Continyed from Febryary FACTS.
Day by day tests came at ma eLﬁae comiunion as real as the
ordlnary exgenences of external life. .~ No room was left for
ou t day Charles said that the sisters at home had found
the e)( to er drawer, and_had taken his locket, which they
though made the fif flsm%e frequent. ~ Charles counselled” her o
let If o, as he Wished er t0 “give up everything, as it would
benefit her spirit.” He found aring he gave, and witich was taken
from her hand the day of the funeral the she was entranced.
dam and again he told of chandes at her home wh|ch We |nvar|
ably found had been made. ~ [n fie, Charles lived with Us ran
joyously, and we had no more doubt of it than of our mfantc 10
Whose prattle we could hear with the external ear. The details
of that life would make an interesting story, for all circumstances
were favorable for the most real and Tnteresting intercourse. Her
cIa|rvoyant perceptions were ver accurate and were tested by
smans and ¢ nflrmed by, post-mortem examinations when she
|58ute professmna diagnosis,
ne bright autumn day the four sisters were braiding Ralm -leaf

hats in he front chamber before an open window, when a small
gmce of paper was seen to float in the window and drop U P
amantha’s hand, and immediately she was entranced. On
paper was the foIIowmg communication. | preserve the form and
some pecullarmes —

E’ela@}/ onder smqer for it is in your power

éde i cgl 3Sect|on of thy heart
1 00 st shaw R hy heavenly

Eaaﬁvea&a e
? elay noT for your time is short.”

For some time before this Samantha had been prescrlbln? for
ayoun(t; man who_had been quite intemperate, and at first she
thought he must be the “sinner ™ referred to.  But all_ the time
her mind reverted to a young man engaged to her cousin by the
name of Edwin, of whom noone knew any wrong.  For twodays
she was anxious, feeling she must do something, and yet not



with typhoid fever. The next train took me to her bedside, but
no earthle( skill could Sﬁve her.  She grew daily worse until
she passed away. With her dying breathshe uttered the words:

Mother, mother, mother,” in ‘the"exact tones | had heard on the
night of my momentous vision. _

A few days after her burial | was walkmg, lopely and  sad,
through a quiet lowland where there were no dwellings n sight;
suddenly | seemed to feel the |E)resence of some one, “Upon look-
mg around | saw my child standing by my side. = She was as tan-
([1| le to me as any uman being | Bver saw, and the words as dis-
Inctly uttered by her as she lovingly tried' to console me, telllnq
me nat to grieve, as she had only passed into a state where all mys
g0, but that it did not keep her from me, and she would staY with
me almost all the time. Although I still deeply feel the Toss of
her bodily presence, | have never mourned as before. She often
Impresses me with her spiritual nearness, love, and affection
0 tangibly that | have no doubt about the fulfillment of her

FOMIS.
P | would say to the reader, | am glad to give the testimony of
my belief, yea, more, my knowledge 0f the FOSS!bIhty of the spirits
of the loved dead to remain witlf us and tangibly manifest their
existence under proper condition.

87 Mathewson St., Providence, R. I.

Edwin Richardson.

MATERIALIZATION AT THE SEANCE OF MISS
GERTRUDE BERRY.

By Mrs. Julia A. Dawley, Editor of The Voice of Angela.

. On the afternoon of Saturday, Dec. 29,1883, | attended for the
first time a seance for full-form materiafization at No. I Amold
St.. Boston, the medium being Miss Gertrude Berry.  The seance
15 held in an up?er room, In"which were seated on this occasion,
about twenty or twenty-two geople, I bemgi the last to enter. The
genial conddctor of the circle, Mr. Geo. Albro, re?uested anyone
who wished to do so to examine the cabinet before the ¥oung
lady should enter it. Another Ia%y and gentleman, gerfects rang-
ers’to me, as were all in the room, and Tyself, proceeded by the



aid of a lighted lamp to do so most thorough(ljy. The little room
used as a cabinet contained only a lounge and a_chair. The only
window covered with oilcloth firmly seciired against the glas, the
green blinds being also closed, thus excludm% every ray of fu[}#t
in the third story, with no roof or balcony petweén it and the
husy street below, and would hardly be used in broad daylight by
the ‘most barefaced confederate as @ means of entrance, ~ A"small
closet openm% Into the rogm, empty save for an unused frame for
the leaves of an extension tablé, was thoroughly and vainly
searched_ for false Ranel traﬁ)-door or scuttle, of other means of
i:orprr&umcaﬂon with the outer world, and the door closed and
ocked.

The floor, ceiling, Jounge, chair, and car?et of the cabinet-room
being examined carefully with like result, the door Ieading fo the
hall Was closed, locked, and sealed in our presence, the gentleman
placing upon the paPer some private mark, which paperand mark
Wwere found intacf at the close of the seance.

Perfectl{y satistied that whatever human being entered that
room must go through the doorway of the one In which the sitters
were, over which hunq curtains of black cloth, we resumed our
seats and awaited results. . _

The medium, dressed sim lY in a well-fitting, Plam brown
dress of some soft-clmgm% woolen material, came™into the room,
stood an instant beforg the curtaing, her face turned toward us
then passed between them alone.. The lady at the orﬂan played
a simple grelude,_a few voices joined Insinging, all eyes, we
venture to say, being, as ours were, fixed on the urtains; which
suddenly parted, and out slipped a form i white, which was
recognizeq b%/ the gentleman to_ whom she advanced, and who
held"a whispéred conversation with her. _

For nearly two hours, form after form (we counted thirty-two,
and many rmore came) issued from that room.—large and small
male and” female, in various dresses, nearly all able’ to talk, and
one who sung; sometimes two at once standing n the middle of
the open space before the curtain, all seemed™to be rocognized,
tests and names being freely given,

No personal friend came for me, but on the appearance of one
aﬁgarently stronger than the rest, a tall and powerful woman,
she signified herdesire to show the medium to some one in the



circle and Eomted to me. Much pleased at this mark of confi-
dence, | rose, placed my left hand In her right, which closed over
my warm one as cold as the hand of death, and, led by her, |
passed between the curtains into the pitchy darkness of te cabi-
net.  Uncertain whether to turn toward the chair, I stood, my
hand still clasped .in that of the spirit form, when she said quite
distinctly: “She is here on the sofa,” and led me a step or two
forward,~ 1 stooped to the Ioun?e which was, Aust before me, and,
my left hand istill lying in that of theform besice me, which I could
S dlstmctll1¥, with'myright 1 certainlyfelt the soft, warm hair and
smooth warm cheek of a living, breathirig human being. - There could
be no mistake. 1t was not a dummy,"and if my sense of tquch is
ever to be trusted, it was a woman's hair, ana cheek, and chin,
As no human being except Miss Gertie and myself had entered
that room since | saw it empt%/ | see no reason why | should
not affirm that | glaced m _rlg t hand on the medium, while m
|eft was held by the materialized spirjt which stood RaUen_tIy wait-
ing for my verdict. | thanked her for the opportunity given me.
She howed and smiled in answer to my words, and, tirning, held
u}P the curtain and stepped back, allowing me to precede “her to
the room | had left. “Whether she followed me I'do not know,
as | stood a moment before resuming my seat, to tell the waiting
company what | had seen and felt., N

A few minutes later, bg permission of a spirit who seemed to
be the conductor in the cabinet, Mr. Albro entered it with a light,
and, returning, reported the medium lying quietly asleep upon‘the
lounge, as | had described her.

&Laurel St., Somerville, Mass.

WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH SUCH FACTS.

Editor of Facts: , .

. The following extract from a letter written by a practising phy-
sician in Savannah, Ga, geducat_ed In @ German University), to’a
friend, not a spiritualist, residing in Tenn., is deemed “by me
worthy of a place in your columns, o

“ I your letter, glou asked me in regard to Spiritualism. In
order t0 give you 4 satisfactory answerf, | should have to write



many more pa?es than | have time for just now,—may. give you
moré in.the fufure ugon sReuaI (uestions you gut on this import-
ant subject.  For today only so much. 1 was an enthusiastic stu-
dent and apostle for materialistic natural_ science for more than
thlrt%/ years. Did not believe In an individual existence after
deat —thls view we nearly all imbibe in the German Universi-
t|es Buta out ten Kearsa g0 | had the oPportuntttes ogether
with g few brother p ysicians and a smart lawyer, to thoroug (}/
|nvest|?ate two mediums, one a Massachusetts gentleman spen
Ing a few months here, ang the other a physician of thls city
(present coroner).  These Investigations wee carried on in our
homes, precluding the possibility of aid from confederates; and,
besides, we put the me 1ums under such restraints that their own
ac tivity wasouto the question. ~ Also, we frequently could prove
nt/ epressmno he sactlon ulseg ang temﬁgrature that the

ediums could only be passive instruments for some invisible, intel-
tthgeer]% ﬁtg ornor actors. Under these circumstances we observed

wi

1. Manjfestations of mechanicalforce, |n the mowng of heav
ob{ects without the possibility of the medium comin |n contat

h such objects.  (Medium’ sewed into a suit use or violent
insane people, and tacked with hundreds of tacks on floor and
walls) ~ Some such motions, however, could not have been pro-
duced even If the medium would have been free, as, for instance,
when halfa dozen Instruments were played at the same time, or
wh en ponderous objects were violently shiaken, that I, with all my
m|9 ht, cou not move,

‘Performances which we mortals have not the power at all
to perform ; for instance, a trace-chain hawn(t; been wound around
the medium from head to foot, the seven In ersectln links hav-

gben attache b%/ e(v ga locks, the hands of the mediym
faStened behind his bac cure handcuffs, and in a few min-
utes the whole dropt, off, th e medium was free, pulse and temPer-

ature depressed considerabl h/ Or another; | put mgovercoa on
medium, sewed coIIar oHet er under the chtn sewed right sleeve
in crossed arm to the [e s|de and vice versa, ends of te strong
flax thread well knotted. 1n one and a half minutes m)( coat was
?ﬁ'l In tthe same [ength of time it was put on.  Stitches per-
ectly intact



3. Manifestations of intelligence, by writing messages under
the most varied cwcumstances 7 all of which the mediun could
not have done the writing.”  Submitted by

J. M adison Allen.
Home Sohool, Anoora, N. J.

WADE HAMPTON'S EXEl%F'{_IIIDENCE WITH J. V. MANS-

DE. Davbnfobt.

| was in Boston in 185% and at that time a man came to the
hotel to see the Davenport_ brothers, who were then with Dr*
Gardmer |s man gave his name as Wade Hampton.

To make m orﬁl unders ood. | must take my readers back to
sor{tﬁ tl\r/\n/e before thie gentleman came to Boston, hIS home bemg
In the

The Iandlad of the house where he hoarded came to him one
day, telhng hirh of a young lady that was in the house sick, under
ver¥ mystérious circimstances. She said she was destit tute, but

her parents were well to do and respectable. The young
lady died and was buried.

hen Mr. HamRton came to see me, he wanted to see a qood
medium. | took him to Dr. Mansfield. | told him to write
letter to his mother and seal it. This being done, we went to
see the medium, but he was busy and could “do nothing for m
friend at that time; but, said he: “ Leave your letter, and | WI|
seﬁ g\hhﬁtte " 8an do for you and you may come again and get It,
whi |

This seemed at the time to be satisfactory, until some friends of
his denounced Mansfield as a fraud, telling h|m that the letter
had been opened and read. 1 saidto H ampton Test the medium:
write another letter and see the result.” Thts he did, all the
while denouncing the medium. ~ But when he received the answer
he was greatly agitated, and when We were safely at home again®
he oId me of he young Iad%/ that had pagsed away out west.

The etter was f rom fer, thanking him for his kmdness n burY

ing her body and placing at her raveaheadstone She gave to
him her name, ?nd he “was perfect 3{ convinced that spths ts da
return and manifest after what we call death.



WARNED AND SAVED FROM HARM BY SPIRIT
POWER.

By Mr. William F1emming, Pittshurg, Pa.

For many years. my heart has been filled with joy that | have
lived in the’ beginning of modern sprrrtualrsm | thank our
Heavenl Father that fe %ave me knowledge of this truth.

My nowe ge came with the Fox sisters. Before 1848 mes-
Mmerists were gorn through the country, and_| thought | could do
that. | tried”and’ found™1 could, but not without years of study,
and that Was my mtroductron into sprrr tualism.

r}/ears ago a great fire burned over srxt acres and
thrrteen undred ouildings were destroyed. Beor(e IS ap pened
Iwas standrn% on the Corner of 5th Avenue and Wood Street,
10, 1845, and | saw all the fire engines and ever%thrng
Another thing that gave me a basis. to work upon was this: in
1859 | had some business between 6th Avenue and Wood Street.
| lived n the fifth ward and had started for home. When near
place called Strawbern( Alley a voice sard ‘Do not got at way,
and seemed to want 1o stop me. | paid no heed” Again e
VoICe Was heard and |t seemed as though some one was tu%grng
at my coat to ket Inme hack, Ireasone againstit.  Still | hear
the voice, Ishoudthrnk eight or ten times. | could not fathom
It nor see any danger. lsawasrgn hanging between two poles.
Icame in ront of eEa%Ie Hotel, and nextaportrco and seemed
suddenly to be pulled into the vestibule. | was no sooner there
than | heard the crackrntlr of timber, and thought the hack of the
house was falling. | realized | had been saved, for the srgn had
fallen to the sr ewalk and was shattered to slivers. | had been
taken out of harm’s way yazoower higher than myself.  Thus
the truth of spiritualisni came to me

PREDICTIONS AND WARNINGS.
B Mr. A C. Tobrnson Lynn t t | Th
In 1854 | was at Newport to lecture against spiritya rsm e
Baptist church was ?rlld) 0 overftjowrng fp he lecture a
gentleman in the audience came to me an said: “Ert er you are
or will be a medium. I you are not one, you will be in three



months.”  “My dear sir,” | replied, “you are far from the mark.
é ?ﬁ\{ﬁaﬁggnled under Sunderland, and’T know there is nothing in
pIn_thr_ee months | was in Providence, where | received a com-
munication saying that, on a certamn night, | should receive some-
thmg| from the spirit world. | retired, and almost as soon as |
had "lain down, I heard raps on the head-hoard. | began to in-
vestigate. Then at the foot of the bed; again at the héad; then
to the bureau; then all around_ the room.™ | went back to bed,
when the foot began to rise. - The head rosg also till, finally, the
whole hed was raised several feet, and | with another mari were
rocked in the bed in mid-air, y _

At another time | was in Rochester waiting for a train, when |
heard a voice say. “Do not go.” The voite was repeated, |
heeded the warning, and went™to see some people who lived in
that city. | could™not see why, but did afterwards when the son
of the people where | was, came in and reported that the express
train had run off the track. | now said: “If | was warned, why
were not others?” And | afterward found on Inquiry. twelve
persons who had been warned, but did not heed the warfing.

PROPHECY AND EXPERIENCES IN PSYCHOMETRY.
By Phof. A.B. Severance,OfMHWaukee, Wia. _

About three years a%_l Was travelmg% on the cars in company
with my friend” A, D. Williams, of Whitewater, Wis. - We werg
talklnP of spiritualism, when a gentleman, sitting near, asked me
what I knew of its phenomena. ™ | told hlm,_amonp other things,
of_psychometrY, an someome( experiences in that branch of the
spint” manifestations. ~ After |sten|n%, he inguired: “Can you
read me?” | replied; “Easily.” | then saidto him: “Youare
a professional man, | think a doctor. You have traveled north
south, east, and west as a lecturer on physiology and” kingred
SUpjects,  You, at one time, was engaged 1n the business of sheep
raising In Texas, and you Jost money therebZ. You had along
litigation at another time with a woman, and She won the suit i
the'end.  You own landin Minnesota, and are going there now.
| told him many other things, all of which he admitted was correct*



Some years ago T. N. Boor, who was_employed in the patent
office In"Washifigton, was with his wife visiting at_our_home,
when the)( receivéd a letter from a friend. ~Afterreading it, the
Proposed hat 1 should see what | could tell of the person. 1toof
he- letter and, after giving_ her traits of character and peculiari-
ties of disposition, said: “This lady Is engaged to be married, but
she will break the engagement; Gut witfiin two years will marry
a man of position and” wealth, and he will be in government em-
R!oy; will travel much in this country, and she Will accompany
im.~ He will_be sent, in some official capacity, to Europe. ~She
will mingle with royalty, and be introduced o crowned heads.
After listening to these ‘statements, they remarked: “This Is very
strange, Mr. Severance.  You have qwen her character correctly,
bu, the prophecy Is very improbable, This Is a very obscure
Individual, a girl"who works for a small salary and knows of no
relations.” The reading was o remarkable that thel_){ wrote it
down, and a few years [ater | met Mr. Boon again. He referred
to the incident and said: “When they returried, they ga,ve the
reading to the young Iad%. When she reached the prophgtic Part,
shethrew it down pettishly, exclalmlng: “| will marry Charley.’
But she did not. "Something occurred to break up the matCh,
and later she married a mah in government position who pos-
sessed _great wealth, and they to%ether had traveled in Europe,
ang mmtqle_d with the nobility,” thus v_erlfylnq_m prophecy.
About five years ago | went fo Minngapalis o attend a con-
vention, in com anx with my wife, Doctor Severance, whg was
engaged to speak there. Af the intermission | was handln? a
man ‘one of my circulars, when another man observmg what it
was, remarked: * Yes, I know about that: | have had some of
Mr. Severance’s readings.” The manner in which he spoke led
me to think | had mate a failure in his case. But | was soon
relieved by his relating the followm%\/facts. Several years before,
while living in the westermn part of Wisconsin, and 4t the time a
church member, he hapﬂene {0 See a paper containing my adver-
tisement, and, to test the matter, he wrote me for a delineation
which he received in due time, correct in every i)artlc_ular, speak-
ing particularly of some peculiarity in their social affairs unknown
to argjy but themselves. His wife at this time was in Missouri,
spending some time.  During the time she passed south, she



chanced to meet a person who had received a readln? from me,
which induced her to wrife_to me for one, After her return home,
one evenln? she was_talking with her husband on the subject,
when he tofd her_of his writing to me and the result, reading her
his own communication.  She“then told him of her writingalso,
and on comparing them, the descriptions of their social conditions
were remarkably"alike.  They then wrote me further and investi-
%ated In other directions, uniil at the time alluded to they were
oth spiritualists. _ L

| also examine disease by this method, and might give gou
many facts in my experience; but will not occupy any more space

WHY | BECAME A SPIRITUALIST.
By Mos. K ate Bulbs, Worcester, Mass, .

MY daughter, who had R%issed t0 _sBmt life from consumgtmn,
was the means of making eastt alist. | know now that she
comforted me when it seemed as though | could not bear the sepa-
ration longer. ~ She spoke to me not IA words, but by her influence
thrown arbund roe, and which prepared me for the time when |
could more fully realize her presence.  This she accomplished in
a year and three months, when she made herself known to me b
controlh_ng my hand to write. _ Then | could_onh/sense_her res-
ence, whilg now | see her as plalnIY as anyone in the physical form.

On one occasion, not long after this, my husband had_ gone
away, but | expected him home on the five o'clock train in the
afternoon, as he had tele_?rai)hed to me fo that effect. On the
morning of that day, whife 1 was preparing dinner, | said o a
lady who was with me: “| am gomg to Boston on the one o’clock
train.” 1 made all necessary arra Igements to do so, leaving my
work to be finished by my friend. T was seated in the car before
| realized what | was doing, then | bePan to question the expedi-
ency of my movements; far, thought I, my hushand will be home
tonight, and how foolish this is; but avoice said: * You will meet
him“at the depot In Boston.” | arrived at my destination, but
did not meet my hushand where | expected to; but, as | left the
station, and was about to take a horse-car, | saw him. Of course,
he was surprised fo see m?, af the same time pleased, for, said he:

| ‘have been thinking of telegraphing for you to come and stay



over Sunday with your sister.” My brothers and sisters were al
together that daYm a reunion, and, had | staid_away, | should
have been the only one missing: but my good spirit friends came
to me, and, as it Were, compelled me togo to Boston.

A SPIRIT PROVING ITS IDENTITY.

By Mbs. Katb Stiles, Worcester, Mass.

The knowled%of spirit return was manifested to me at a sﬂtmq
| had with Mrs. Wildes, of Boston. She was controlled by a spiri
callmg herself my daugnter. To prove to me her identity, she
put hér hand in my pocket, saying. “Don't be troubled; it is all
right.” _She took™ my pocket-hook, gpened it, took from it the
notice of her ceath, which | had cut from a newspaper, and said:
uMother darling, here is the evidence of mK death.”  Her pres-
ence %a\_/e evidence of her continued life, She has been to me at
Mrs. Bliss’s and Miss Berry’s, where | have received tests that
have come home to me, and"hrought me joy.

EXPERIMENTS IN INDEPENDENT SLATE-WRITING
_ WITH DR. HENRY SLADE.
Editor of Facts:

The following statement may be of interest, not only to believ-
ers, whose faith”in spiritual pfienomena Is founded upon honest
and Intelligent. investigation, but also to thse who are searchlng
for more and still more™evidence of an assertion that power unsee
and nof yet explained, can act through the human body, thus
conveying a knowledge superior to, that possessed by the chosen
instrument. The case is brleflg this:— N
The first day of August, 1883, my wife and mxself had a sntm?
with Dr. Henry Slad®, at Onset Bay, Mass. = After havngjg wit-
nessed several physmal manifestations éa chair being lifted” from
the floor, the Slate taken out of the doctor’s hand and imme-
diately agpearm% at the_opposite end of the table, foo large to
admit'the thought that his arm could reach 1f even if he had made
an effort to do So, which he most decidealy did not), the two new
slates brought by us were put together with a little bit of Faber




Pencn between them, and then placed on my left arm. ~ The doc-
of held them there with the thumb and the forefinger, while the
other hand rested with ours op the table. = A scrang sound was
at once heard between the slates, indicating that a writing had
commenced. This lasted two or three mirlUtes, and then“came
three tiny raps on the slates. They were opened, and the com-
munication, as shown on the copies which | send you, were found
on Nos, 1and 2. The Latin is.a quotation of a religious charac-
ter. . On slate No. 2, the four first lines commence & communica-
tion in classical Greek, but mterru%ted as. the_English messa%e
from one of the doctors controls, Dr. Davis, states, because the
writing spirit was unable to control any longer, promising, never-
theless, 10, continue some other day.

A fortnight later, the 17th inst., at L?k Pleasant, Montague
Mass., we had another sntmﬁ with Dr. Slade, The power was at
first very strong, so strong that the slate held under the table ws
shattered into many pieces with a loud crash.  The writing on the
other (No. 3) was produced a few moments later. In what lan-
quage 1t Is, 1" have not yet been able to ascertain,

[ S, re%uested me” o (?o over the Wa¥ and buy two more
slates, and, as soon as | had”brought them, he placed them in the
usual way on my left arm. The _vvntmg commenced |mmed|ateIR/,
and_continued Without interruption for'six or seven minutes, [he
copies Nos. 4 and 5 show a very elaborate Gregk communication
of twenty-six lines. - The prontise was thusfulfilled, and the cop-
tinuation of the first essay at Onset Bay given.. As a proof, it
suffices to compare the Greek on slate No. 2 with that on No. 4,
and 1t will be seen that the first lines correspond exactly in both
Places. As the Latin, it is a compendium of faith, which’ | intend
0 transfate verballg when at m,>( [eisure. . Though seemmglyépure
classical Greek, 1 Should call it “ecclesiastical,” as n thé Greek
church of our day all the prayers are read. in classical Greek, or,
85 this has undergone several”changes during earl¥ Christianity,
It may, perhaps, be found more appropriate’to refer it to whiat
IS generally understood as “Monk or Cloister Greek.” 1t Is
als0 an Item of the greatest importance that the writing on both
slates (Nos, 4 and 5) was Produced In S0 short & time, SIX or seven
minutes, while it would take myself or any scholar at least
TWENTY MINUTES TO COPY THE GREEK TEXT ALONE.
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B |rpes the colrnmunrcatrons were received in broad day-
out four gcloc

l
gT he slates are In my Bossessron were seen by man¥ Feople at
Ons t dBay and Lake Pleasant, and were imimediately photo-

ccordrng %promrse | have th Pleasure to forward you
translation of the Latin and the Gree exts

While at first considering it possrble to meet a pure classical
Greek, | have found my s pﬁosrtron to be right when calhng It
mecclesrastrcal Owing to'this, and also to & want af clearess
of some words, | may have committed a few Phrlologrcal 2rrs,
but, 1f so, that will nither chan[qe the sense of the communication
nor detain me from rendering s translation publrc

As to the identity of the Writer, and the quotations made by
him, | am not as Yet certain, but, contrnurn? ¥|nvestrgatrons
| hope some future”communication may reveal it to me

TRANSLATION OF LATIN TEXT. (Slate No. 1.)
There ndged b t one rule of fiﬂh f@egoejrr{ un hané;er

s o
il e s

aher %H who will come’ to & he Iving“and  the deag
hrfp%h e resurrection, eve gf le
rom the book of the (veiled?) Virgin,c. 1.~ L. de Mont.”

TRANSLATION OF Greek text. (Slates 4 and 5.)
Orh re| deed

chu}r]chut]hohﬁhhdrrg glr\s/e P/Oenq th Irm
e from ?es%h b mo &od the a |
a s an eve thrn
e ||e |n no esh
633 ere b |r| u
e aug drvrne rovr nce nvrc |on he
o rgr . dassion errn he s re
ed sew d reac
e eavén t rrs o ord sco ro
raen In the ertoet

S 0.1 ISE U a ghr an
?har [}% Cahcli%? esua r lor f%ﬁog] %Pk g VIOl a

accorting to the good pleasure 0 he INVISi e, every




hall h Ven, rth nder the, earth Ver
?or? ugoiﬁ oen gesst(%)rr}fls?%tah euwd| rtened era u§ a% emer}/

?aﬂs eﬁed nd Were In eel\fuin g‘ewlnserﬁs heu u%
L deefem bt
manus én(gcon%nued ﬂﬁ-hsqove {0 ﬁese,f|

1angs, 4 eed havp p%gran? ﬂ

He Destow nﬁmgﬂ]a%ty &nd Wil ObtaIn Tor eelrrneerna]_gdrylvI

The public is, as myself, indebted to the ready kindness and
narticularly fine mediumship (reading of the” most_ancient
angua?es of Dr. James Cooper, M. D. BeIIefontame Ohio, for
the”fol 0W|n? translation of the characters on slate No. 3, and, s
an additional interest, | also publish the doctor’s Ietter

ihe d“ge”r‘t“ o s e féé%i‘sdfﬁl[ﬂ e I

ee
AL S
{nIs Success.

N B,. No name issigned or given in connection with the com-
munication. Translator.”

“Bellefontaine, Ohio, Oct. 21,1883.
Dr.H. G. Pete

Dear@w and Seﬂ]
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Wlthrq ransalon oP(? By word, correc?mg any¥nrqg&es tha?
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ayobeS trrnﬁretemh tHgdlsﬁcsrgrns or usdng my hand and pen, or pen-
YOU Nave ¢ |%means o %arrn thr rrtrn rth Sanscrit
I [Esem

Iamr e ou Wi nr:e ese spirit
glaim [Hp ?ﬁerr ng geasr eancrert NSGEL, Er :

Hoping this may prove satrsfactory, Iam yours for truth,
James Cooper, M.D.

As spon as | had received the above letter from Dr. J. Cooper,
and without alluding to his translation, I wrote to the (is-
trngurshed hrlologrst and archaeologist, L. L"vy-Bing, Paris
France ose ledmed reading of the strange inscription on the
rave reek stone in Ohio, U;'S., has weight among scientific

Thrs is a translation of part of his letter, in reply to my inquiry,
with regard to the characters on slate No. 3

af xoxx Wrthoutb |n able to affirm anything concernin
these tr chara ters oset at they ma er to
scryt.tha o rteo ore e]s dagﬁo a{ea
|ca or s or oan

scolrérelr@ OSS ecrp ered by (segrelnceen yby meahs Of alpha

Apart from the marvel of the writing itself, several surt]gestrons
have doubtless presented themselves to the intelligent Teaders
85 {0 the contents of the ahove communications or gdotations.
With re?ard to the Latin and Greek texts, we find the Catho-
lic faith strongly expressed in the dogmas of eternal punrshment
and pre-ordination. If we beIreve |t to originate from the spirit
L. de Mont, who was perhan imself an ecclesrastrc We also ask
ourselves if he still holds his oprnron as We have known many
spirits to do_ for quite a length of fime, and If his mentron has
been to emPhﬁsrze it on, the occ sion thus offered ag
be so; b Ink not srncerey oprngn that o uncharrtable an
cruel ‘a view of our future destiny may have lost its ecclesiastical
infallibility and charm tg him when Confronted, with a sublimer
and purer element of divine Jove, In mY opinion, these dead
|anguages, with which the medium is entire X unacquainted, were
chosen"as stronger means of proving the reality of ‘the phenome-
non, and this i more than one way. We have the record of



experiences ny men of science and authority, as, for instance, Pro-
fessor Zollner'and his leamed colleagues, etc., that independent
slate-writing has been %wen and peen manifested in different mod-
ern languages, of which the medium was equally ignorant.  Sup-
posing ‘now that L. de_Mont was 4 Frenchman'ofan Italian, he
would have had no difficulty in writing to us in those Ianguages
with which we were at |edst familiar, and to the rende mg 0
which the medium himself had proved no obstacle. Instead of
this a Greek cluotatlon of considerable Ien%h IS given.

The difficulty has been doubled. First, the Greek letters them-
selves, which if requires, as any collegian knows, a longer time to
Wwrite, owing to their seﬁarate and pieced-together construction,
Second, the'memory of the Greek text itself, _

. How many of our coIIe%e professors of Greek in the present
time can write this.langu ?_e from memory? _But very few, s0
few that only those exceptional ones who pride themselves in
knowing by Heart a certain quantity of Homeric verses, etc., could
enter the contest, o

|t seems, therefare, to me that there has been a decided inten-
tion on the part of this supramundane writer not of hinting ahout
creed and dogma, but of proving, as stated at the commencement
of my report,”™ that power unseen can act through the human body,
thus conveying a knowledge superior to that Possessed by the chosén
instrument,” on a principle similar to that of electricity, which
must, to” become useful, have the aid and co-operation of intelli-

ence.
! _Thou_gh_the stran?e characters on slate No. 3 have not found
scientific interpretafion, yet | consider it of great interest to
nofice. the coincidence of Dr. Cooper’s remark With that of the
sclentist L. LAVR/-_Bmg eventuallsy referring them to “one of the
Imcar_e or_éess archaical forms of Sanscrit, of toan altered or lost
ndian idiom
In concluding, | wish to say that the private letter to us on
slate No. 5 Is quite correct, and that | most cordially invite all
who feel interested, whether as believers or as skeptical and_crit-
ical investigators, to communicate to me their views and ideas
with regard”to the above facts.
Db. H. G. Petersen.

S3Somerset St., formerly 721 Tromont St., Boston, Mass.
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IMMORTALITY
FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE MODERN WORLD.

Rkv.MinotJ. Savage's Eastek Sshmon.

Inview of the fact that yesterday was Easter, Rev. Minot J. Savage, pastor
of the Church of the Unity, deferred the delivery of his sermon on “Woman’s
Sphere,” one of the course on “Man, Woman, and Child,” and spoke on
“Immortality from the Standpoint of the Modern World.” He took for
his text the following passages of Scripture:—

Far | deliv%{.ed lint%ou first of all that which | also received, how that Christ died for
Ing ot orlj S

oumas %T re 5 uneé lﬂweaf ero?e gin tre third day aooording to the scriptures;
A% i et of eBhas, €10 Eﬁ Welve

After ﬁa e Was se?no d0VE IVENCred bre fen at onoe, of whom the greater part
Tt StF'S i b %¥5§°”%%-aﬁ%efﬁoeaf€ Fapostes

An(?iasto g]l £ Was seen of mé also, as of one b(g)rn ou? of dne time.—1 cor. xv. 38

“1f aman die, shall he live again ?” asks the old poet author of the hook
of Job. And it is safe to assume that no other one question has so long
and so deep(ljy stirred the heart of man. Since the first father, mother,
friend looked down on the first white, dead face, and wondered what it all
meant, until today men have tried to lift at least a corner of the leaden cur-
tain of darkness and silence. They have peered, they have listened. Some
have said they caught the sudden gleam of a face, or the swift beckoning of
a hand; or that they heard a low whisper out of the stillness. Others have
taken all these _thmgs to be only the subjective impressions of an excited
brain, or a longing fancy. So, after all these thousands of years, a large
part of the world s waiting and asking still.

For perfect clearness and accuracy of thought, we need, from the outset,
to bear in mind one important distinction. ~ Even if we could prove to
demonstration that* some soul had survived the dissolution of the body, we
should not then have established immortality. This means endless contin-
ued existence. And it is, at any rate, quite conceivable thata soul might
continue through many such changes as that we call death, and still come
to an end at last- This distinction, however, is important only for clearness
of thought. If we could be quite certain that this first stupendous change
does not mean the cessation of conscious, personal existence, the most Of
us would confidently take our chances as to the results of any future crisis



.berond that.  To this one point, then, let us address ourselves, and see how
it looks from the standpoint of the modern world. The dISCIﬁ|eS of Jesus
claimed that he re?jppeared to them after his death; that they saw him,
talked with him, and made themselves sure of his identity; and all this on
more than one occasion. This is the most notable instance of the kind on
record, for it was made the foundation stone of a great religion, and this
rell%mn i the one which has coincided with the greatest civilization of the
world.  Paul says: “If Christ be not risen, then rqur faith is vain,”— the
basis of Christianity is gone. We will take this claim, then, as our starting
gomt. Let us refresh our memories with the outlines of the familiar story.
esus had been with his disciples for three, to them, precious years. They
had come to believe that he was, indeed, the promised Messiah of their race,
who was to establish on earth a perfect condition of human society which
they called “ the kingdom of heaven.” But at last, disa ﬁpmted and dis-
mai/)ed, they find him in the hands of the Roman power. This power, urged
on by the influential and official portion of his own people, has put him to
an ignominious death, the death of a common criminal. ~ This is Frlda?]/
afternoon. - And now, as we see in the case of the two friends who, throug

the cool of the evening, walked to Emmaus, the disciples have given up all
hope.  With an undertow of exceeding sadness and disappointment, wo
hear them saying: “We trusted that this had been he who should have
redeemed Israel.” But it is plain that the trust is gone. They read in the
Cross onlg one more terrible failure. But on Sunda?_/ morning they are
startled by the report that somebody had seen him alive again. He sud-
denly appears to the wondering little company, though the doors be shut;
and, after a brief conversation, as suddenly vanishes again. At another
time he eats with them, and shows them his wounded hands and side, tell-
ing them he is no spirit only, but has flesh and bones like themselves. And
then, long after, when they supposed him to be with God in the skies, he
appears to Paul ina vision, and he talks of having “seen ™ him, as truly
as had the rest of the apostles. As the immediate result of these “ appear-
ances,” their hopes revive again. In the confident assurance that they are
the disciples of a living master, they start out to preach their “good news,”
that the reign of death is ended; that Jesus is only withdrawn into the
heavens for a little time, and that he will quickly return to reign over the
kingdom of their grandest hopes.  These later expectations, we know, have
not been fulfilled. But our concern, for today, is only with thls.storﬁ of
the reappearance. Let us, then, note two or three things concerning their
report. What is the nature and value of their testimony? Reverently,
and with perfect frankness, we must deal with this from the standpoint of
the modern world. Though they be Jesus’s own words, we cannot agree
with them, when he says: “ Blessed are they that have not seen and yet



have believed.” We do, indeed, believe many things which we have not
6een; but when it is a question of material fact, like the alleged coming to
life of the dead, this is no matter of legitimate faith, but calls for adequate
evidence. We must respect Thomas, then, for being a doubter until the
proof was forthcoming.  The world has suffered too much by *taking
things for granted” for us any longer to consider it a virtue. As then, we
look over the evidence of the four gospels, we find it confused and extra-
ordinary. No matter if it be on minor points,—as, for example, as to
whether it was Peter or Mary Magdalen who first saw him; or as to
whether it was before light or about sunrise. The Holy Spirit does not
make mistakes as to matters of fact. This much, however, may well be
said. Though the contradictions are utterly inconsistent with divine inspi-
ration, they are not such as to necessarily impeach the accuracy of the story
from a merely human _Fomt of view. These variations of detail are only
such as we are all familiar with in the testimony of honest people concern-
ing things that we know are true. But if Jesus actually reappeared, it is a
fact of a very strange and unusual kind. And extraordma%facts require
extraordinary testimony, both as to quantity and quality. You may rea-
sonably believe almost anybody when he asserts facts of common, daily
occurrence.  But when a person asserts that very strange and unusual
things have hapﬁene_d, it 15 only common sense and common sanity to
demand a proof that is adequate.  People may be very honest and yet very
greatly mistaken. Were not this principle adopted in our courts, justice
would” miscarry much oftener than it actually does. Have we, then, here
in our New Testament, reasonably satisfactory evidence that Jesus really
appeared to his disciples after his death? Frankly, we must admit that
we have not. We do have abundant evidence in the records and in the
history of Christianity that the disciples honestlﬁ believed that he was still
“alive after his crucifixion. But for this belief the course of human history
would have been changed. ~ But Ghristianity is not the only religion that is
rooted in what seems so doubtful a soil. ~Had not the followers of Moham-
med believed in his supernatural claims, had he not believed in them him-
self, it is doubtful if there would have been any Mohammedanism. A sim-
ilar thing may be said of Buddhism, of Mormonism, and of many other
movements in human h|.storr. But what is the precise nature of this testi-
mony ? To give us rational ground for belief today we need a great deal
of remarkably good evidence.  And it is hardly too much to say that we
do not have it. We are not sure of the test_|monr of one single eye wit-
ness. The gospels are anonymous, and contain only heresay. ~We cannot
trace one single witness to his home, find his name, his standing in the com-
munity, his carefulness as an observer, or his means for a k_nowledﬂe of the
facts. ~ The apostle Paul is the only even apparent exception to this state-



ment. He tells us, in what are undoubtedly his own words, that “last of
all, he was seen of us also.” But this supposed seeing was long after the
alleged ascension into heaven. It was on the occasion of his vision on the
road to Damascus; and he dlstmctly tells us in another place that he had
never known Jesus “after the flesh.”

The church does not help us any in this matter, for all her Easter cere-
monials, and even the date itself, are older than Christianity, and are pal-
prably borrowed from pagan sources. On such testimony then as the New

estament furnishes us for so stupendous a claim as the reappearance of
Jesus no modern court would convict a criminal of petit larceny. A thou-
sand times more evidence in favor of spirit return in the modern world is
offered us b){_ the despised and outcast bod¥ of spiritualists.  And yet
thousands believe an alleged fact 1851 years old, while rejecting a good deal
better testimony for similar aIIe_?ed facts on the part of their next-door
neighbors. In the next ﬁlace, It the orthodox claim be true, and Christ
was God, his rising from the tomb, after lying in it only two nights, would
hardly be good evidence that we shall rise from our graves after having gone
back to dust for thousands of years. A wholly exceptional case like this
is hardly good ground on which to base a common hope for our common
race. But, once more, if he was a man like ourselves, and if we can find
reason to think he really did appear to his friends after his death, then we
may reasonably hope. For one such fact would prove that death is not
necessarily the dissolution of our personality. 1t one man survives the

shock, then
T AT

Then we might shout, “0 death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory?™ But for this ancient story, alas! we have no such satis-
factory evidence. Do you not want such evidence? 1 most certainly do.
Tet there are in this modern world many true, sweet souls who, like
Harriet Martineau, say they have had enough. They do not quarrel over
much with life; but they dget tired and onlil] ask for bicep. |1, too,?et tired,
and often | feel oppressed with “the weight of all this weary world.” But
still 1 want to live. The wonder and the love of all this conscious exist-
ence are very strange and very sweet to me. The mystery and glory of
the world sweep over me at tim6s until 1 feel, for days together, like a
child at a show, looking with wide-eyed wonder at the visible embodiment
of an endless fairy tale. Even if this is all, | am glad with every breath to
be alive. And do not think that this is because 1 walk through no dark-
ness and thrill with the agony of no sorrows. Few loerhaps are more sen-
sitive ; for, if I know the hights of heaven, | have also walked the gloom
of hell. But I have stood on sunny mountain peaks of experience when



one swift moment’s ecstacy was pay enough for years of sorrow. | need
no heaven, then, as payment for earthly trials. So | have no sympathy
fith the doleful wail of Tennyson :—
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“Nomore? A monster, then, a dream,
Wb,
Were meﬁow mnsio mapcheg wi mﬂm."

But I want still to live and labor and think and love. What will the
world be in a thousand years? | want to know, and to help on, if 1 may,
in whatever sphere, the process of evolution. | want to travel this wond-
rous universe, explore its deeps, and stand on its light-crowned hights. So,
standing here on the lower one of
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| want to climb and see if the mystery resolves itself, and so find the key
to this great enigma of life. Let us, then, address ourselves anew to our
problem. 1t is 1851 years since the alleged appearance of Jesus. How
stands the matter today ? Though the church claims that Jesus was God,
and that he came on purpose to establish a divine kingdom among men,
only a small part of the human race knows anything about him, and but a
fraction of even this small part accepts the claims that are made on his
]pq?alf. From the church’s standpoint it looks dreadfully like a disastrous
ailure.

The average Christian seems but half in earnest about it. * Paul says:
“To die is gain,” and “ to depart and be with Christ is far better” than to
live. But church members today do not at all act as though they really
believed it.  Very little is the apparent consolation they find in the hour
of death. With crape on their doors, they wail over going to heaven as
though it were the last great disaster that crowns with gloom a Christian’s
life. 1 think it will be the honest testlmon% of hoth doctors and ministers
that the Christian dies no more peacefully than another man. | have just
learned that my old father of ninety, after more than seventy years of active
work as an orthodox cl.urch member, is now mourning by the day over the
fear of going to hell. ~ “Miserable comforters are ye all” may we well say
of this Xreat promwmg group of orthodox doctrines that claim to speak for
God. After these 1851 years, then, we find a world divided, so far as our
ﬁurpo_se needs to take account of it, into three ?reat camps.  On the one
and is the great army of science. Its greatest leaders are agnostic,— they



simply say: “We do not know.” In personal conversation with Herbert
Spencer, he has given to me his opinion that, concermn? the matter of
future life, science can neither affirm nor deny. “Evo utmn,”_he_sags,
“does not necessarily touch the question. It stands just where it did be-
fore.” Such, in substance, also, is the opinion of Huxley, of Tyndall, of
John Fiske, and the other great exponents of modern thought, both in
Europe and America. Personally they may believe or doubt; but no wise
or cautious man among them will' claim any scientific warrant for positive
affirmation either way. At the other extreme stands the ?reat army of
spiritualists. In spite of frauds and delusions, which are only too numer-
ous; in spite of all the “exposures,” false or true; in _s[nte of learned
uexplanations” of all the strange phenomena,— it Is still true that this
army is on the increase. Converts of science, the church, and the world
are swellmq their ranks. - Only still more evidence of depravity, thinks the
church; only another swelling toward the flood of the overturning tide of
popular superstition, thinks science. In any case, it is true the tide is ris-
Ing, whatever be the cause. ~ Scientists, philosophers, physicians, statesmen,
novelists, poets, artists, jurists, people of every rank and countr%/, are declar-
ing their conviction that those we call the dead do live, and that they can
send back proofs of both their existence and their identity. Between these
two great armies stands traditional orthodoxy. It possesses the advantages
of neither side, and between them, as though they were upper and nether
millstones, its crumbling and inconsistent material is in danger of being
ground to powder. It has neither the logical method of science nor
the present-claimed proofs of spiritualism. 1t drifts down the current of
the centuries, swept on by the force of tradition. But, like an iceberg at
sea, however bravelg_n may glitter, it is getting into latitudes too light and
too warm for it, and is destined to melt away. ~ The great question of the
modern world is as to whether this is a material or a spiritual universe.
And this question the church cannot help us to settle. Science has a vast
body of truth capable of constantly repeated verification. ~ Spiritualism has
a large body of asserted truth that she at least claims to be able to prove
by ocular and tangible demonstration. As against those, orthodox Christ-
janity has onlﬁ_the traditional testimony of certain unknown men long since
dead. In talking with one of America’s best-known literary men the other
day, he expressed his conviction in, as nearly as | can remember, words
like these: “The battle, it seems to me, has got to be fought out between
the agnostic scientists and the spiritualists. ~ Orthodoxy is now only a
tradition, and does not count.” So far as this great ﬁrobl_em of continued
existence is concerned, | agree with him. Let us see, then, if we can justi

this opinion, and see where a rational man may stand in this modern world.
A few words more as to the orthodox position. As fine a morality and



as profound and tender a spirituality of character as the church can show
are found today on every hand outside its walls. It has no monopoly of
the anti-materialistic philosophy of the world.  As a church, then, it con-
tributes to the solution of our problem only an alleged fact of reappearance
after death, testified to by inaccessible and unknown witnesses. ~ Science
rules the testimony out of court, and declares it to be incompetent. - While
spiritualism, on the other hand, claims that she can offer a thousand similar
facts, testified to bz living witnesses, at the same time she rejects the body
of doctrine that the church has built up. Even if her asserted facts be
granted, either science or spiritualism can assimilate and use it for their
own purposes, while rejecting all else that is special or peculiar.  We will
leave it out of account, therefore, and see what the others have to say. We
pass, then, to consider the attitude of science. | take science first, because
If it can prove that the belief in continued existence is not true, or that,
even if it is true, we can never find it out except b%/ dying, why then of
course the discussion is at an end. In speaking of the attitude of science
| need to define myself.  The spirit of dogmatism is not confined to any
one section of humamt)(_. ~So we need not be surprised to find scientific
dogmatists as well as re |gi|ous ones.  Men like Clifford and Haeckel and
Buchner, are ready to declare very vigorously that all hope of future exist*
ence after death is absurd. But in so doing they violate the spirit of
science and go beyond the facts. When they say such things, you may
comfort yourselves by reflecting that you are listening to their individual
voices, and not to the voice of science. For it has _8one to the utmost
limit of its legitimate warrant when it has modestly said: “1 don’t know.”
But this is by no means the end. For, in the first place,'the belief has
the field, and it has a right to retain it until it is driven out b% fact and
argument. And, in the next place, all that science knows on the subject
IS open to the investigation of any intelligent man; and he is at liberty to
put his own construction on the facts, so long as he.does not contradict any
established principle of reason. And it is my opinion that the facts and
reasonings of science are by no means all on the side of doubt. Let me
hint a few points for your consideration. To my mind, it is much that
science cannot disprove the “hope” that
* % %Springs eternal in the human breast.”

Then this hope itself is a fact, a fact produced by, and springing out of, the
universe, a fact that must be accounted for, at least, before it is rejected.
And though some of the forms that this hope has assumed may have been
explained, the fact itself has not. The dominant science of the world is
anti-materialistic through and through. The demonstration of the law of
the persistence and correlation of forms demonstrates the immateriality of
mind.  Thought and feeling, that which is the highest and most distinctive



in man, the materialist can give no rational account of. ~Mind— an insolu-
ble mystery—is found in company with matter—ran insoluble m_sterY;
and that is all that science knows about it If any man shall confidently
attempt to “explain” either of them to you, you may set him down at once
as.an ignoramus. ~ Since, then, science cannot explain mind as the result of
putting together cunningly-devised particles of matter, it cannot assert that
this same mind will cease to be when the material particles are taken to
pieces. It is open to any man to say that he has never seen any mental
action that was not associated with a brain. And then it is equally 0ﬁen to
you to tell him that there are, doubtless, a good many other thln(l;s le has
not seen, which thlngLs may, nevertheless, be true. ~ Col, In%ersol said the
other day: “I don’t know much about it, for I live in one of the rural dis-
tricts of the universe.” That thought may well make all of us modest.
Then again, science demonstrates that the invisible and intangible forces of
the universe are mightier than all we can see and handle. And it proves
that all so-called facts and phenomena are the outcome and product of an
unseen and eternal energy that we cannot think of or figure as material. It
only needs to make this eternal energy prescient and loving, and we have the
God of the highest thought of Jesus,— He who is “ spirit,” and who is to be
“worshiped in spirit and in truth.”  And once more, for all that any man
knows to the contrary, this earth may be surrounded, encompassed, and
accompanied in its mighty sweep through space by an invisible, intangible,
though intensely-active world, a world beautiful in form and color, and peo-
pled by wise and loving intelligences akin to ourselves. On what looks like
Indubitable evidence, science asks us already to believe as wonderful things
as this. For example, the interplanetary and interstellar spaces seem to
us quite empty.  But the undulatory theory of light, which science regards
as established, asks us to believe that this apparently empty space is filled
with a lumeniferous ether that Prof. Stanley Jevons says is “|mmenseIK
more solid and elastic than steel.” The pressure of this ether upon eac

square inch of the earth’s surface has been calculated by Sir John Herschel
to be about 17,000,000,000 ,oound_s. “Yet,” says Prof. Jevons, “we live
and move without appreciable resistance through this medium, infinitely
harder and more elastic than adament.”  Beside the difficulty of imagining
such facts as these to be true, the passing of matter through other matter,
the wonders of cIawvo_Yance or magnetism, or an¥ claimed power of mind
over matter, seem easily credible. In Brese_nceq such facts, Prof. Jevons
adds: “All our ordinary notions must be laid aside; yet they are no more
than the observed phenomena of light and heat force us to accept.” We
know that the ordinary pressure of the atmospheric air upon our bodies is
about fifteen pounds to the square inch. And through this the wave move-
ments that we call light, when they are translated into consciousness, beat



ugon the sensitive nerves of the eye at the rate of from 500,000,000 to
800,000,000 of millions of times in a second. By so wondrous a process
do we perceive the beauty of a rose, or answer back the ﬂlances of one we
love. *We see, then,” says Prof. Jevons once more, “that mere difficul-
ties of a conception must not in the least discredit a theory which otherwise
agrees with facts; and you must only reject hypotheses which are incon-
ceivable in the 6ense of breaking distinctly the primary laws of thought and
matter.” And Dr. Y_oungi,the liscoverer of the universally-accepted theory
of light, commits himself distinctly to the opinion that other inhabited
spheres may be all about us. It I, then, strictly in accord with all we
know that the soul may be represented as saying:—

I ogv tqere fir voices | do not hear,
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Science, then, does not negative such a belief; and she compels us to
accept a universe quite as wondrous. If one will believe only plain and
simple things, he will believe very little in a universe like this. To the
wise man it is all wonder. Leaw_ng science, then, let us pass to what is
known as modern spiritualism. - Without fear or favor, | shall try to treat
this fairly, as | endeavor to all other subjects. _ _

And at the outset let me remark that it is too big a factor in modem life
to be ignored. Thousands and thousands in £urope and America believe
in its central claim. There are thousands of silent believers who do not
like to be called knave or fool, and so keep still about it. Like Nicodemus,
they come by night “lest they be cast out of the synagogue.” It is my
conviction that, whether true or false, it ought to be investigated by com-
petent minds. 1f it is true, ignoring it will not blot it out.  If false, the
thousands of deluded victims ought to be helped to find it out, and so be
delivered from its bondage of error and follty. hat are some of the atti-
tudes that men take toward it? Crowds of people pooh-pooh it as all non-
sense. ~ Many are afraid of it with a sort of superstitious fear. ~Many,
like Prof. Phelps, of Andover, admit the claimed facts, but say “ It is the
work of the devil.” Many look at it askance because it is not “ respect-
able,” just as churchmen in England would have nothing to do with Dar-
winism until Darwin himself was buried in Westminster Abbey. Now it
has been recognized by “society,” and they will condescend to look at it.
In the presence of a great fact, it seems to me that all these attitudes are
unwise. And whatever else we may say about it, that large masses of
people do believe in spiritualism is a fact. ~ It is a fact big enough to touch
and shape a large ;)art of our modern life. Do you wish to know my own
attitude toward 1t? 1 have nothing to conceal, and am willing to tell you



frankly, 1 would like to believe its central claim. That is, | would like to
know that the continued existence of the soul was demonstrated as a fact.
| hope to believe, but I would like to know. Beyond that, I have no pry-
ing curiosity.  If I never had a single message from beyond, it would give
me great content to be demonstratively certain that there is a beyond. |
count my faith as very strong already. | doubt if any clergyman in Bos-
ton has a stronger belief. But if any man says he knows, ou the basis of
any old-time doctrine, | know that he is saying what he does not know. If
he says he feels quite certain, so do 1. But that is not the dictionary mean-
ing of knowledge. Tennyson franklh/ sings: —

«\We have hut faith: we.cannot know;
or nowqeége 1S bf things we oo

~ All'men who are perfectly frank and open, inside the pulpit or out, must
join in the poet lauriat’s song. Let us then turn and look at spiritualism,
and see what is the form and outline it presents to us. As to any alleged
impossibility attaching to its central claim, science can have_nothln? to say.
It can only ask for adequate proof. There is nothing in it out of accord
with the faith of those who already believe in continued existence. That
our friends, if they still live and love us, should want us to know it, is only
what we should expect. It reduces itself then to a question of fact. The
most obtrusive fact that presents itself to ugs, as we look at spiritualism, is
a large amount of what, it is charity to believe, is self-delusion, and what
one is fairly comi)elled to believe is outright fraud. This is repellant and
disgusting, and all honest believers can do their cause no better service
than by helping to exterminate and destroy this whole horde of conscience-
less parasites. ~ To trade thus on the most sacred affections and hopes of
the great army of the afflicted is the basest of crimes. The next fact for
us to notice is that, in spite of all this, it continues to live and grow, having
among_its adherents some of the wisest and best men and women of the
lal(rqe. The storJ/ goes that many years ago a man went on a visit to Rome.

e was amazed and disgusted at the corruption he found there; and yet he
returned a convert. When asked to explain the apparent contradiction, he
said: “I became convinced that nothing short of a divine religion could
carrz such a load of evil and live.” Perhaps in such a reflection, some of
the better spiritualists may And some consolation. For hetter ones there
are by the thousand. And they repudiate and fight against the frauds and
delusions as vigorously as anybody. And it is a noteworthy fact, well
known to historical students, that almost all the charges made today against
the common run of spiritualists were equally made against the common run
of the early believers in Christianity. To establish this claim [that the
dead do live and can communicate with us] there is a body of evidence
that would be regarded as conclusive proof of any other proposition what-



soever.  Tet Ifind no fault with this incredulity so long as it is honest and
sincere. For if it is true, doubt will not destroy it.  And we can all much
better afford to wait than we can afford to be déluded. It is worth next to
consider as to just what might be regarded as adequate proof. Physical
manifestations, however startllnlg,, are not enough.  The i)_henomena of
hypnotism, of mind-reading, of clairvoyance, of magnetic healing, all these,
however well established, would fall far short of proving spiritUalism true.
And yet, by the unthinking, the% are all classed Indiscriminately together.
One fact, and ong_alone, can establish it, and that is undoubted proof of the
Bres_ence and activity of an intelligence that is not that of any of the em-

odied persons present. | can conceive of evidence that mlgiht e regarded
as satisfactory, And if such evidence were forthcoming, 1 see no reason
why either réligion or science should hesitate to accept it.  As to religion,
itviould o_nlry] be proof positive of her every-day assumptions, As fo science,
| see no right that she has to turn her back on any fact.  And since she is
all the time dealing with invisible forces the nature of which she cannot
explain, it could be only arrogance that could lead her to disregard one of
these because it seemed to be intelligent. To go back now for a moment
to the early Christian claim with which we started, it is worthy of remark
that, if the' modern world shall ever demonstrate the fact of spirit return, it
will” make it perfectly reasonable for us to believe that Jesus actually did
return, and that his disciples saw and talked with him. _In that case, how-
ever, it would be no miracle; and it would not necessarllY be any evidence
in favor of the special doqmas of Christian t,heologfy. It would also be a
rational explanation of a thousand other claimed Tacts of human history.
Here, then, the matter stands. | have no quarrel with those who p[lﬂ%
longingly and lovingly to the hope, even if they can give for it no sufficien
reason. ~ Neither have | any quarrel with those who claim that they have
found adequate Iproof as the'result of modern investigation. OnI% for their
own sakes, and for the sake of others, | would have them thorougI | “prove
all things, and hold fast” only “that is %ood.f’ Neither can T have any
quarrel with those who tell me’they think this life is enough. Such a state
of mind is little affected by arqument. But as for me, though I find this
life very sweet, | do want another, And thou%h | cannot go so far as to
say: “This one s not worth having if there De no other,” I do say that
dust and ashes seem a somewhat poor and impotent conclusion for Such a
n;ggm?{:ﬁnt, grand, terrible life drama as that we are playing here on this
old earth.
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No, friends, | expect to keep on. | have no fear of death, and | do not
regard the grave a my final home. Rather do | look_upon it as a low-
archﬁd gﬁeway through which 1 hope to pass into the brighter sunshine of
another”life

Meantime, whether we feel assured or not, the best thing we can_do is to
build ourselves after the plan of a large and noble life, S0 that, if death
dloes fulfill our hopes and lead us across the threshold of a higher existence,
we may be ready to enter it with all the advantage of the best life-training

here.
“Learners are all aé aohool,
Eager youth and wear ae
Governedb Resellfsa erue
Poring 0'er the self-same page.

“Life the Iesson that we Iearn)

As he asan Vears 0 tl
Lousarﬁt paveswe turn

Ont e earth and In the sky.

“Oft o]u{ S ﬁht with fears.is qur{ed
e strive In vain to tell
What may meag some harder word
Than our wisdom yet can spelL

“But we read eno Hh to trust
That our grand hopes are not Jies,
That urh% rts are more tha dost,
our homes are in the skies.™

[Reprinted from the Botton Herald April 14,1884 ]

We, as spiritualists, are certamly under obligations to Mr
Savage for ‘speaking o boldly on” this sub ect |n the ah ove
sermon, and while tens of thousandso ople who know these
fruths to be absolute facts are to be fou d et few ministers In
the Eulpn are like Mr. Savage honest enough to say what they
think; but, on the_other hand, do assert these phenomena to be
all fraud without mveshgatmo And thosf who profess to have
|nvest|gated elther mten |onaI or ignorantly, have been to some
advertised show on public platforms; where Some weak o dishon-
est med|um has been nduced to pretend to expose spiritualism,
because he could, make money faster in that way, being well- SUP
orted bx Christians, in |deIs and materialists who are anxious to
ut d ow W at seems tot em to be their common enemy. No
other class of Ipeopewe have ever met, are so critical in their
observat |ons or know so well how to mveshgate spirit phenomena
as the harmoniou rpmtuahst Our praygr Is, give us honest
teachers and preachers



MRS. KATE IRVING'S RECENT VOLUME.

The truth is for all. The great difficulty is to make people know it
while society is so tied up with creeds and dogmas. 1t is a pleasure to find
a publishing house independent enough to_undertake the publication of
books on S0 important, and at the same time so_unpopular, asubﬁectas
that of spiritualism. We are glad to have the privilege of noticing the |ate
work of Mrs. Kate Irving on spirit phenomena. |t"well deservés a place
in every library, and will"undoubtedly have a very large circulation, giving
as it does some Important statements of phenomenia which will be read b
many who would not buy the standard works on spiritualism. We are %Iad
to know that Carlton & Co., of New York, have published it, and hope that
other houses will be ready to follow.  Mrs. Irving hes certainly done a
good work for the cause; and while nearly every description given might
De duplicated b?/ ten thousand or more spiritualists, yet they are all interest-
ing, and the pleasing manner in which they are iritten will do much to
cauise people to read.

WHAT THE BOSTON ‘QPMHASO’NWEALTH *THINKS OF

The following notice from the Boston Commonwealth of April 12th we
reprint, that our readers may know what one of the most interesting literary
journals is willing to say for the truth of this science. It is, indeed, a Source
of Pratlflcatlo_n_to every fair-minded investigator that some of our best jour-
nalists are willing to speak the truth, though upon subjects that are unpop-
ular. We aqree with our friend the editor that *there is a heap of fraud
lying aroundloose.” Were it not so we should have no usefor works on spirit-
uall I , W wou | IVed I u

alism to prove its phenomena, as the world would have received it an truth

long ago. Wherever we find human nature, we expect more or less decep-
tion, and spiritualism claims nothing for its Phenomena beYond natural
law, therefore, when perfection is reached onthe physical plane, we may
reasonablﬁ expect perfect spiritual manifestations. - Until that time let us
receive whatever of truth may come to us, always waiting aud hoping for
more light on a subject the laws of which, at most, we know but little of.

The Sermons of Rev. Mr. Applebee, which are full of intellectual, moral
and spiritual teachings, are Prmted every week in the Commonwealth, and
should find a place in"every family circle:

“ Facts, for March, has eight or ten hard nuts in spjritualistic phenomen
1;%(/ etﬁ e#%r) tgter%s orr]doﬁ\gpstl % tgt%rack, ang We ?‘Oﬁ hey Wi &Pﬂ t?]rgg] %%
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MATERIALIZATION AND DEMATERIALIZATION.
.. ByDe.J.D.Moore.

Full-form materialization is to. me as much of a fact as a rap.
| was made a convert to it by seeing.the last form step from the
cabinet at the first public materializing seance ever held by the
BerrP/ sisters. It took place.on these grounds last year.

AT the seances of these sisters, who, are among the very best
materializing, mediums n the .country, forms come out strong, and
are more perfect in their “make-up,” or representation of friends
and dematerialize 1n a more beautiful manner, than at most
seances which | have ever attended. These are characteristic
pecuhantlf(s of their seances everywhere. _

To speak of but one of them: a form stepped out of the cabi-
net, and, after bemg recognized and sta¥|n out several minutes
was led by the friénd to different parts of the seance that all
m_|?_ht havé the privilege of seeing her beautiful features and hair
distinctly, was requested to stepinto the center of the room and
ematetjalize, . This she did, smkmg down %Pparentl Into the
loor till, nothing was seen but a tléecy cloud upon the carpet,
After this had rémained for 3 moment Stationary, she reappeared
as he had disappeared, and, after bowing as gracefully as aprima
donna, reentered the cabinet, _ ,

Miss Helen C. Berry is now holdln% a series of private seances
daily for a scientific “gentleman, with no one present but his
wifé, the conductor, Mr. Albro, and Miss Sinclair, the qr?an_lst.
There seanges are held for the purpose of obtaming historical
and scientific knowledge. 1 am permitted to know nothlnﬂ con-
cerning these seances except that the most marvelous results are
obtainéd by him beyond anything he had ever before received.

£We have never seen the fime When the opportunities were so
00d for Investigation as they are at. Onset Bay today. Man¥ of

e best mediums are here,"and, with the perfect harmopy that
BXIsts, %ood results are obtained, A beautiful dematerialization
also octurred under the. best conditions at the seance of Mrs. Gra
and her son, Mr. De Witt C. HouTgh on Tuesday evening, the 224,
at which we were present. A full form stogd with. Rer friend,
Rev. Mr. Sherman, of E. Providence, R.I., and dematerialized while
holding his hand, four or five feet from the cabinet—Ed ]

Onset Bay, Mass., July 23,1884,
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DR. JAMES A. BLISS
Will give Private Sittilnﬂs for tlie Develcl)__%ment of
ME

COMMUNICATION “OF SPIRIT FRIENDS,

At his Residence on Central Avenue,
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ONSET BAY, MASS,,

During July, August, and September 1884,
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