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IN THE MISTS.

BY BELLA FRENCH SWISHER.

PART FIRST. A METEMPSYCHOSIS.
CHAPTER 1.

The Invalid.

NOVEMBER in & southern seaport city, —a warm sunshiny day, the air
fragrant as a breeze’s breath in June, and a summer halo resting on sea
and land. One after another, the whitecrested waves came slowly up,
breaking upon the beach in glittering diamond drops, then, retreating,
were overwhelmed by others bound landward. The ceaseless moaning of
the gulf told nothing of anger or of warning, yet it resembled what we
imagine to be the cry of a lost spirit, forever doomed to find no rest.
Beyond the beach, inland, were pretty white houses, surrounded by bloom-
ing gardens, as yet, unvisited by the frost-king. Oleanders in full bloom
shaded the sidewalks bordering the broad streets. Rose-vines laden with
buds and blossoms, clambered up trellis and wall. Richly dyed chrysan-
themums nodded to modest sweet violets. Luxuriant rose-geraniums ex-
haled their fragrance to the warm, moist air, and star-like jonquils looked
up at the cloudless, blue sky, with, seemingly, no thought of the biting
“ norther ” already on its way southward.

In one of the pretty houses, overlooking the beach and embowered in
blooming shubbery, from which it peeped like a white rose-bud from among
its green sepals and glossy leaves, were an invalid mother and her fair
young daughter. There was an anxious expression on the latter’s face,
and she was saying:

“ Mamma, I cannot understand how you can be so interested in those
heathenish old books. In your feeble condition, I really believe that pon-
dering so much upon them is no less than slow suicide. The doctor
8ay3 — »”

J:l‘he person addressed waved her wan hand as if to command silence,
abruptly interrupting the speaker with the words :

» Not at all, my child. Just the opposite. My hour of departure is
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nigh, as you well know, but my interest in this subject is delaying not
hastening it.”

“ But, dear mamma, you cannot believe anything so absurd!” pleaded
the young woman, the tears glistening in her {arge blue eyes.

She was a mere girl in form, features and years — this Ruth Halliday,
yet she had been ten months a wife. A blonde, with a beautiful face and
the sweet, clinging nature of a child, she yet possessed considerable firm-
ness and self-reliance ; and she was more inclined to be thoughtful than
frivolous. :

The mother, Mrs. Grace, had scarcely reached middle age. A sufferer
from some disease of the heart, for several years, sickness had made rapid
inroads upon her constitution ; yet Ruth could remember when her beau-
tiful and brilliant brunette mamma was a reigning belle of the social gath-
erings, taking captive the truant hearts of many a young girl’s lover —
holding him %y her witcheries, while the forlorn damsel mourned her loss
in silence, until the capricious matron turned her attention to some new
admirer and sent him, wounded but repentant back to the one who loved
him. Even now, though the invalid lay half exhausted on a low, white-
robed couch, there was a bright twinkle in her dark eyes, telling that the
body more than the mind was suffering from the fatal disease.

er tones were a little grave, as she replied to her daughter’s question :

*The doctrine of metempsychosis is not absurd, my Ruth. I would
rather believe that I would pass into another body and have another life
upon this beautiful earth, than to carry with me the thought that I must
be eternally punished for the sins which I have committed during my

resent existence. I have been a gay, worldly woman — a wicked one,
fda.resay from a Christian stand-point, though I have done nothing that
human laws punish. I have captured a few hearts and crushed them as
the owners would have delighted in crushing mine, had the opportunity
been offered, and a few foolish women have pined away and died, cursi
me for robbing them of a love that, at best, was not worth the having. nf
have sipped the ruby wine of life, recking not who paid for it. I have
danced and reigned a queen, while others slept; and slept while others
worked, and though I sought not to do evil, I know of nothing good that
I have done, except the giving birth to a noble daughter. But you are
not a part of me. You are your father’s own self. Even that good work
is not the outgrowth of my example or of my teaching. Without faith,
without works, how could I be saved by the (ghristian's God ?”

“ But mamma, if you will only believe and repent, Jesus will forgive,
even now at this late hour:”

There was a volume of pleading in the clasped hands and tearful eyes.

“Yes, yes,” impatiently, *“I know all about it. I have heard it a
hundred times. But I do not repent and I cannot believe. In fact, I do
not wish to believe. This world is gayand beautiful. I am satisfied with
it. I love to think that I shall nnt%eave it, but shall have another space
of living here. I would like it, just the same as the past thirty years
have been.”

¢ The old theories of transmigration have long since been exploded,”
said Ruth.

*“ You are wrong, my love. Hundreds of the people of the present day
in our own land believe in them. Excluding the Hindu and Eramin por-
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tion of the world, transmigration finds believers in every land under the
sun, numbering more souls than any one denomination can claim. I have
heard devout church members express a private belief in the doctrine of
metempsychosis. Even among the Jews it is not without its followers.
The *Sohar, or Book of Light ™ says that all souls are subject to the trials
of transmigration, and many learned Rabbis have taught the same doc-
trine. They believed that David had the soul of Adam who will again
appear in the Messiah. Thamar was said to have the soul of a man, which
again became the soul of Ruth who could not bear children until the Lord
implanted within her the spark of a female soul. Many mysterious Bible
passages are explained by transmigration. We progress upward toward
God or downward toward the brutes, just as we live for good or evil in
each of our earth lives. As I said before, I have been a worldly woman
and I can not reasonably hope for any marked progression. You, my
love have, I daresay, brought back into this world some gentle spirit of
your father’s kinfolks. Perhaps that of his sweet sister, Bessie, who died
at sixteen, whom you are said to resemble so closely. Youhaveever been
a most obedient child — even to the fulfilling of your dying father’s wishes
in marrying his partner, Robert Halliday.” .

Mrs. Grrace closed her book and her eyes at the same moment; and,
with a sigh, sank back upon her pillows, from which, in her eager expla-
nation of her favorite doctrine, she had partly raised herself, The effort
bad completely exhausted her and she was obliged for a time to be silent.

Ruth caught her breath as she thought of her brief married life. She
had not loved Robert Halliday ; neither had he loved her. It had been
a marriage of convenience — to keep the business and the property of the
two men together. Mr. Grace imagined that he was placing his child be-
yond want by asking her to marry his partner, and that he was giving
her at the same time a guardian, who would not squander her fortune.
As her affections were not otherwise engaged, she bowed in obedience to
the wishes of her dying parent, and was married by his bedside, only a
few hours prior to his death. Thus, Robert Halliday, who had had only
a third interest in the firm of Grace & Co., commission merchants, found
himself sole owner, not only of the business, but of a valuable property.
But though he bad looked forward to a marriage with Ruth as a business
speculation, he had never loved her. Being a man of the world, twenty
years her senior, he considered her a mere child, unable to understand
the graver subjects which engrossed his attention. So the marriage had
been unproductive of happiness to either. They grew apart. They were
not congenial. Neither was at rest in the other’s company. Indeed, Ruth
saw very little of her husband. Business kept him employed during the
day-time, and the larger portion of his nights were spent among gay com-

anions, he not often returning home hefore midnight, and sometimes not
at all. Thus, before she had passed out of her teens all hope of happi-
ness had vanished, and she often found herself longing for the sleep that
knows no awakening.

These thoughts ran rapidly through the girl’s mind, as she sat listening,
to her mother’s labored breathing. There was a dull pain knocking at
her heart and a feeling of terrible loneliness weighing down her spirits.
She would soon be alone, with nothing for which to hope, and no one to
whom she could turn for sympathy. Her worldly-minded mother had

. ~
e )
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never been a soul-companion, but she had no other, and her lonely, loving
heart clung to her one friend with an intensity worthy of a better object.
She would be entirely alone when her mother should be called away.
Then she chid herself for thinking thus. A companion was surely com-
ing to her very soon — a little life, a part of her very self, —a bright,
pure soul, direct from God, that would give her love for love. In it,
should both lives be spared, she would find a recompense for her suffering.
Though with no thankful feelings, she thought of her husband, her soul
kneeled in humble adoration to bless God for her child.

Mrs. Grace’s labored breathing gradually ceased, and she sank into a
gentle slumber. Seeing this, Ruth removed the book, which she had been
reading from her unresisting fingers and with a sigh put it away. )

“] can not understand why mamma should accept such a philosophy,”
she murmured, thinking aloud. “To me, the idea that the soul of some
sin-soiled, careworn man or woman taking possession of the body of my
child is most revolting. I would rather that its eyes should never open
on earth. I can only think of its spirit, as of one coming direct from God.
pure and innocent, as I am sure it will come.”

The warm sunlight streamed through the windows, and a ray rested on
the pale face of the sleeper. Thinking that the light might not be condu-
cive to slumber, Ruth closed the blinds. Then she went quietly from the
apartment, in fulfillment of a wish for pure air; yet not beyond the sound
of her mother’s voice. .

As she stepped upon the rose-covered piazza, she found to her surprise
that her husband was there, having apparently just arrived. He was a
tall, slim man, delicately fair, with dark hair and eyes, and a silken, black
mustache which he seemed fond of stroking. Handsome he was, and very
gentlemanly in manner, yet a certain coldness, a lack of sympathy for his
kind in his expression, gave him a repellant air. When his body was be-
ing formed and the deities supplied the brain with the different organs,
they left out love; and he came into the world, a proud, cold, ambitious
man, like some poisonous tree, to cling about which is death. He imag-
ined himself good, honest and just. Instead, he was worldly, scheming
and cruel.

“ How is your mother?” he asked in a tone so mechanical that Ruth
knew his thoughts were far from the subject.

‘ Much the same as in the morning” she replied. *“ A little weaker
perhaps for she has persisted in reading * Lessing's Essay ” to the end.

“ A little light in the upper story,” returned Mr. Halliday, touching
his head, but with a far away look in his eyes. N

“ No, I believe that whenever mamma did turn her thoughts to the af-
ter-life of the soul, she always advocated the doctrine of transmigration.
Her iilness causes her to dwell on the subject, but she is not the least wan-
dering in her mind.”

Ruth spoke calmly, her voice giving no index to the multitudinous and
conflicting thoughts which rushed, pell mell through her brain, or of the
dull aching of her heart.

“I am thankful that she isno worse ” the man said after a pause, “for
business compels me to be away from home during the ensuing week.”
The ﬁoun wife caught her hands together with a gasping sigh.

“ What if she should die while you are gone?” she asked, realizing
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her utter helplessness and loneliness in such an event.

** Do not make a scene out,of doors, Mrs. Halliday,” the other returned
coldly. * People might imagine us to be quarreling —a thing that I
never do. Such bits of acting are pretty enough in a parlor, with the
lights turned low, but not admissible in tie streets. Your mother, I do
not imagine, to be in any immediate danger. If I did, I would certainly
not think of being absent for even a day. If, however, the disease should
take some unexpected turn for the worse, while I am away, your good
sense will tell you what to do. Friends and acquaintances will assist you,
until I can be reached by telegram.”

His cold, even tones chilled Ruth, like the sudden breath of a Texas
norther when it sweeps through the sun-lit air, unheraldéd, unthought of.
Her lips could not even frame the words to ask where such a telegram
might be sent.

As he passed into the hounse to prepare for his departure, she stepped
from the piazza into the garden. A desire had seized her to be beyond
the sound of his voice and the cold scrutiny of his gaze. Behind a wide
spreading pome?ianate bush, was a bed of jonquils, which had been her
especial care. How pure, how sweet were the starry blossoms! How
unflinchingly they faced the zenith! She laid her hand upon them with
a caressing touch. ‘

“You look to Heaven,” she said, “and so will I. It is so sweet to
think when earth’s cares are many, and happiness is drifting away from
us, that we have Heaven left.”

Presently Mr. Halliday came out of the house, satchel in hand. He
did not see his wife, or even send his eyes in search of her. He went rap-
idly down the shell-paved walk and sprang into the carriage which was
waiting at the gate for him.

“ Gone without even telling me where to address him!” murmured
Ruth. ' .

But there was more of relief than of sorrow in her tone. After the
first shock consequent upon the knowledge of his leaving home while her
mother was so ill, she felt that her grief would be best endured were he
not there to speak of it as “acting.”

T think,” she mused as she went slowly back into the house, *if
mother’s theories are facts, Robert must have been born without a soul.”

CHAPTER II.
Awakened Memories.

THE sun was setting, when Mrs. Grace awoke, her sleep having lasted ,
for more than three hours. She roused herself by calling her danghter’s
name.

“Ruth' where are you!”

¢ Here, mamma!”

The girl stepped out of the shadows to her mother’s side and bent ten-
derly over her, saying in a tone of forced cheerfulness:

“ What a nice {c:ng sleep you have had ! ”

*1Is it night?” asked the invalid.

“Just sunset, mamma. I closed the blinds so that the light might not
interrupt you ;” letting in a flood of level sun rays, while sﬁe spoke.
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The sick woman turned her gaze toward the western sky with evident
enjoyment, and Ruth noticed an unusual sparkle in her dark eyes.

* How beautiful!” she exclaimed, reaching out her pale hands to catch
the sunlight. ** What a precious gift a life on this earth is! I am glad
that I shall not go away — that I shall live it again.”

“ How different your feelings are from mine ! ” cried Ruth passionately.
«] should like to float away into forgetfulness and know nothing more of
earth!”

“ Strange ! ” returned the invalid. * You, so young, so beautiful, so
surrounded by all that heart can wish, to talk so absurdly! Butitis your
delicate health, child, that makes you feel so. I can remember of feeling
despondent when I was in your condition. You will be happier when the
trial is over.”

«T trust so,” the girl answered with bowed head. Bitter words were
in her thoughts, but she forced them back before they found attention.
Her mother did not know of her misery. She would say or do nothing
to hasten the inevitable parting.

“Your sleep seems to have refreshed you,” she said after a pause, chang-
ing the subject. .

“Yes. There! the sun is gone, and in this life, I shall see it no more ;
turning her gaze with a sigh, from the window.

“ (O, mamma! Do not talk so! You will break my heart!” cried -
Ruth.

“ There! there! my child! Do not unnerve me for I have much to
say to you before the end comes, and I need all the strength that is left
to me. Open all of the blinds and the door; send the nurse out for an
airing ; then you sit here and listen to me.”

With a suppressed sob, Ruth turned away to do the bidding of her
mother.

“ Do not go beyond call!” she whispered to the nurse, a neatly dressed
mulatto woman, who was leaving the room inobedience to the sick woman’s
command.

The perfumed breeze soon filled the apartment. How pleasantly warm,
how balmy it was! Even Ruth felt its deliciousness, thinking meanwhile
with a shiver:

“ We will have a norther before morning.”

Presently, she seated herself by her motier, but a little in the shadow.

“ Not there, my dear. Come nearer. Turn your face that way. There,
that will do. I want the after-glow to light your features, while I talk.
1 feel stronger since my vision.”

 Dream, you mean, mamma.”

“No, dear. [ did not dream. Neither was it a vision. It was simply
an awakened memory, or rather awakened memories — the full action of
the brain while the body lay in a quiescent state. During that time, I
fully realized my immortality.”

“ As a soul coming from and going back to its Maker ? ” inquired Ruth
with much eagerness.

“No. As a soul living one life after another on earth.”

The girl’s hands dropped in disappointment, but she uttered no sound.
The mother went on.

« Several existences passed, like a panorama, before my eyes. 1 am
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not strong enough, neither have I sufficient time to tell you of them.
Their history would fill many volumes. Mine has ever been a wild un-
tamable spirit, that has been many times punished by being retrograded
to a lower plane. It would shock you if I should tell you of some of the
bodies that I have occupied. Do you know, my love that it is sometimes
a mercy to kill animals? A miserable, imprisoned spirit is often thus
let free.”*

“Don’t talk so, mother;” exclaimed Ruth with a visible shudder.
“You have had an ugly dream in consequence of reading those terrible
books. But don't tell it. Let us talk of something else.’

¢ Perhaps my memories may as well be buried with me,” responded the
sufferer, in slow, measured tones. ** ButI must tell you my destination —
for that too was revealed to me. My spirit will not leave this house —
that is, will not go far from you. A body awaits it. I shall live again
in your child.”

“God forbid! ™ cried the daughter, springing to her feet. * Mamma,
do .not unnerve me with such wﬂﬁ talk. I know that your mind wanders,
yet I can not listen patiently. I have a soulless husband ; do not make
me think that my child is soulless, too.”

¢ All are soulless until they draw their first independent breath.”

“ And they swallow their souls with the first draught of air,” Ruth
laughed hysterically. * Dear mamma, vgou are dreaming. Rouse your-
self. Is the afterglow not beautiful ? hat a breathless silence pervades
all nature! It is the lull before a storm. Even now I can imagine the
whiz of the ¢ norther’ that will bend the heads of our sweet flowers.”

¢ So death is the lull before an active life, my child. But for me the
lull will not be long. You will recognize me 1n the first tones of your
baby’s voice — will see me in its bright eyes.”

Y{’ith a low cry, Ruth clasped her ears with her hands and ran out of
the room. Shelzalt that to remain there another minute was to go mad.

“ Go to your mistress ; ”’ she said to the waiting nurse, as she rushed
down the piazza steps into the garden.

Once more alone, she tore the lace drapery from her neck, and opened
her mouth, pantingly, to catch a breath of air; for she felt herself to be
choking. A soft twili%ht. was wrapping filmy shadows about the verdure
of plant and tree, yet their outlines were perf,;ct.ly distinct. The hues of
the flowers, the blue of the sky, the waves breaking upon the beach came
to her senses like a dream of a lost Paradise.

“ My life was like this onec,” she thought, * but now — "

‘Whiz, whiz, whiz, sang a roaring voice, approaching upon the air, fin-
ishing the sentence for her.

Nearer, nearer and yet nearer, it came, rustling among the branches,
casting showers of leaves upon the ground, and bending low the heads of
the star-like jonquils.

The keen wind struck Ruth’s bare neck like a blow from an ice-cold
weapon, sending a shiver through her delicate frame.

The norther ! she exclaimed, “ and mamma’s room is all open.”

She went rapidly back to the house, forgetting for the time being the
sad thoughts which had so lately burdened her.

K e .
or ti.::nu prolonged suffering. ¥ , - J (Ed.) '
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How the wind howled! How the windows rattled and shook! How the
branches of the low trees snapped! How the sea roared! How quickly
darkness dropped its pall upon the earth, shutting out from view all the
brightness and beauty. What a terrible night for death to be abroad in
search of victims! Yet there he was, waiting on the very threshold of
that pretty home.

The strength which had sustained the sick woman during her conver-
sation with her daughter was short-lived. Ruth found on approaching
the bed, after having seen to the closing up of the house that her mother
had fallen into a stupor, half wakiug, halfp sleeping, and was talking in-
coherently and in a very feeble tone of voice.

A neighbor dropped in, in the course of the evening, who, seeing the
state of affairs, and learning of the absence of Mr. Halliday, kindly offered
to remain as a watcher during the night. But Ruth did not retire, although
urged to do so. She had marked the sudden change for the worse of the
disease, and she felt sure that the end was nigh. X

Her fears proved to be not without foundation. As the first streaks
of dawn brightened the eastern horizon, the freed spirit of the sufferer
left its house, tenantless.

* I shall live again in your child, Ruth,” were the last coherent words
that the cold lips uttered. ’

[To be continued ]

VISTZE VITAE. (Continued.)
BY M. T. MARTIN, M. D.

AND no tax can reach the landlord, nor the owner of the mill,

For not either wealth produces, though the gold o’erflows his till ;
But the burden grinds the tenant, as he works from dawn to night,
And the greedy landlord watches for the hard-earned g&nnies bright,
And it weighs upon the workman at the forge, and lathe and loom,
While the master takes the proceeds, and they toil in joyless gloom.

But how strange that those who labor fail these patent truths to see,
All the mills and all the owners without hands would idle be.

All the owners would be paupers, and their fortunes never made,
For the workmen make the fortunes, and the meager wages paid ;
And no millionaire has money not produced by human slaves,

And he gains his fame and riches stepping on the toiler’s graves.

And they bow in humble homage to the man with iron heart,

Making legal all his plunder just because they say he’s smart ;

That the world is his by birthright, just hecause he’s sly and shrewd ;
That the poor should be his servants, just because they’re dull and rude.
So the tax strikes not the merchant nor the man with bonds and notes,
But it falls upon the toiler and his servitude promotes.

Government makes prince and peasant, makes the beggar and the peer;
Makes the high-born and the lowly, rich man’s taunt and poor man’s tear ;
Makes the servile, cringing coward, titled pride’s envenomed sting ;
Makes nobility and station, royal president and king ;
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Makes the dude and idle gentry, with their jeers so harsh and keen ;
Makes the parliament and congress, makes the vain and foolish queen.

Government makes corporations all the people to enchain ;

Sells their only means of living, gives away their great domain.
While the men who hold the title and the very world control,
Grant it to their starving brother for a mortgage on his soul.

Still he thinks he is a freeman, though he works till bent and gray,
‘While the idle landlord clutches all the proceeds for his pay.

Government makes hut and mansion, makes the hovels and the halls;
Makes the poor-house and the palace, makes the prison’s massive walls;
Makes the millionaire and beggar, makes the robbing board of trade ;
Makes the overflowing warehouse o’er the starving cast its shade ;
Makes the thin and weary seamstress, leads the shop-girl to the tomb ;
Makes the frail and wayward sister early end her days in gloom.

Government makes war and battle, makes the cannon, sword and shell ;
Makes the gunboat and torpedo and the horrors they foretell ;

Butchers thousands without mercy causes torture, dearth and woe ;
Makes a tidal wave of crimson all the land to overflow.

And they tell us to be grateful that the nation kindly shields,

And affords this great protection to our homes and waving fields.

Politicians start the quarrels but were never known to fight;

So they call upon the army, while the statesmen take to flight.
And they cheer the soldiers onward, as they do the fighting dogs;
And the armies meet and murder just to please the demagogues.
And the soldiers face the bullets, while the officers in glee,

Draw the largest pay and rations safely lodged behind a tree.

And the people are deluded by the chiefs to whom they kneel,

And they think Jehovah sanctions when they pillage, slay and steal.
When the ruler gives an order, they obey his slightest nod ;
Rushing on to do his bidding as they would the voice of God.
Thinking that ten thousand murders or as many thefts performed,
Are exploits to be applauded, if the men are uniformed.

So they haste to war and carnage, killing men beth good and true ;
Killing men both pure and guiltless, just to please a craven crew ;
Just to please the ruling cowards, who rejoice to stir up strife ;

But who, terrified at fighting, force the poor to risk his life.

And they gladly speed to conflict, at the potentate’s behest ;

And they pray for God’s assistance, as they stab their brother's breast.

When at length, the war is over and the murderers return ;

They demand a place in office, and for handsome pensions yearn.
They proclaim their wondrous valor, and for further pay implore :
And, though large is the donation, they are sure to beg for more.
They repeat their tales of slaughter, and each time the last exceeds;
Boast of shooting some poor fellows, while recounting bloody deeds.

Then the chieftains have grand pensions, those who fought behind the trees:
‘While the men who braved the danger are content with smaller fees.
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And the wives of dead commanders yearly draw a princely sum,
While the wives of those who battled, for a beggar’s pittance come.
Yet this pleases all tho soldiers, for the discipline depraves,

And, so long they were commanded, they are willing to be slaves.

Government kills benefactors, those who love the human race;

Those who strive to raise the people from the servile and the base;
Those who teach the love of freedom, and the equal rights of man;
Those who tear the cloak from despots, and their naked foulness scan ;
Those who fail to praise the rulers, and before them do not bend ;
Those who stand before the tyrants and the people’s cause defend.

Government hangs pure and noble, gives to knaves judicial gowns;
Crucifies the country’s saviors, and the vile Barabas crowns ;
Takes the lives of great reformers by a travesty on law;

Pays the artful perjured witness, pays the faithless to withdraw ;
Fa.{;ricates a false indictment, and the innocent ensnares ;

Pays the judge to garble justice while the prisoner despairs.

[To be oontinu_ed.]

VOYAGE OF THE ARGONAUTS.
: [Burritt's Celestial Atlas. ]
PART IIL
‘ He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names.”” (Psa. cxrvm: 4.)

THE fourth sign in the sun’s course was Aries, which saw Greece in its
glory ; this sign in the grand body comes in the brain or reasoning funec-
tion. The Ram well symbolizes the principle here represented, for it at-
tacks with the head by which it brings to bear its greatest force. The
fact is suggestive in this connection that the Ram figures so largely in the
Scriptures as an emblem of sacrifice. The Hebrew and Arabic names of
the stars in this sign have that meaning.  Mesartin, the bound. Al
Sharatan. the bruised, wounded. Al Nath, slain.” (Mazzaroth.) No
one will dispute that the Greeks possessed the highest intellectual power,
but we do not ascribe to them an eminently religious character. * The
sign with them was in the head, and not in the heart,” as the ancients
would have expressed it ; and therefore a great development of the emo-
tional or devotional nature was not to be expected. An abnormal degree
of intellectual growth naturally restrains the spiritual, and we believe this
was the state of mankind in Aries, in other words the race had retrograded
to that point where the intellectual was the dominant and controlling
power. In paying court to intellect as the world does to-day it will be
hard to see retrogression in the race of whom we are speaking, but we are
thinking of man’s original, spiritual condition. Like the Ram his strong-
est point of projection to-day is the head, and to carry the correspondence
farther, the bound and crippled horns of this animal, signify the disabled
powers of man in consequence of his fettered understanding of spiritual
truths ; for the letter of the word killeth, it is the spirit that maketh alive.
The higher nature of man bas thereby been slain, sacrificed to the mate-
vial interpretation of truth.
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Monoceros, or the Unicorn, the third constellation on the Argo’s path,
belongs to Aries. As we have previously said, the Unicorn typifies the power
of the Head or intellectual principle. This term, *one horn,” is sugges-
tive of the fact that with full intellectual power man is even then but half
equipped. The Unicorn was an ancient symbol of purity; there is a tra-
dition that it would never be captured except by a virgin stainless in mind
and life. Herein is embodied a truth which the race is slow to appre-
hend. “ A young Unicorn signifies the false understanding of truth by
the natural or sensual man.”

The fifth sign in the sun’s course was Pisces, or the Fishes ; this came
in the Feet of the Grand Body, for head and feet join in the great matriz
of Nature, as the line of progress is always that of a closed curve. Pisces
saw Rome in its rise and decline; and the enigma which this nation pre-
seants in history is here solved. The sign was in the feet, the point far-
thest removed from the vital part of the body, and here was reached the
lowest point in the declination of the race. ‘* Fish signifies the ultimates
of the natural man, and so do feet denote the same.,” Pisces was the
southerly or lowest node of the Cosmic Body, where was ushered in
the true vernal equinox of the race ; the Son or Christ crossed the world’s
path leaving that presage of spiritual bloom which will have its full frui-
tion unly when the great midsummer solstice is reached in the Heart of
the Grand Body. * The heart correspondsto the Lord who is the source
and centre of the divine life as is the heart of the physical life.

The constellation belonging to Pisces and the fourth in the Argo’s path
is * Orion, the splendid.” ell did the wise men who waited on our
Saviour’s birth understand the science of the stars. We are told that the
equinox passes directly through the middle of this constellation, and that
the centre is midway between the poles of the heavens. All Christendom
recognizes the fact that the spiritual ecliptic of the Race took place in
Pisces ; and the science of correspondence proves the truth of the prom-
ise as regards the poles. The feet of man stand upon the earth, but with
his heart only can he aspire to reach heaven. The fact is not without
significance, that while our spring equinox really commences in Aries,
it is always reckoned from Pisces, that is, since the Christian era. There
are correspondences here that are striking to one who understands them ;
lessons which the race have yet to learn in the fallacy of appearances.
Aries or Intellect seems to be the spring of man’s vernal bloom to-day,
but the real source is the Christ; tEe Lowly One, whose coming in the
feet typified the fact of His being the Server and Saviour of the wkhole
body.

e sixth sign in the sun’s course is the present one Aquarius, the water
bearer. This we believe should be relegated to Great Britain which directly
succeeded Rome, and in a sense sprang from her. In the great body this
gign is in the lower limbs, which are the propelling, locomotive powers.
The activity and restlessness of these two signs appear in the different
ages which they represent. Rome overran the world, and Great Britain
has not confined herself within her island limits. * Aquarius means the
out-pouring ; the pouring forth of spiritual blessings;” which we think
is being exemplified to-dav. The promise of this sign as symbolized in
its three Decans are of wonderful import, but an exposition of them here
is not in place. We would remember however, that it is only in the meas-
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ure which we give that we can expect to receive. W hether the present
age is true to the sign of the Water Bearer we leave our readers to judge;
but before they do so we would ask that they carefully inform themselves
as to what the last hundred and fifty years have done for missions.

The constellation belonging to Aquarius, the fifth in the Argo’s path,
is Gemini, or the Twins ; this typifies the fact that the race are yet but as
children, though children of ’Frea.t promise. * Mankind is not yet man”
as the poet has truly said. The feet only of the Grand Body have en-
tered the Path, that narrow way which leads to life.

The next sign in the sun’s course after the present one Aquarius, is
Capricorn, which signifies the horn of the goat. This sign comes in the
knees of the grand body, and we think symbolizes our own country,
America. The first great joints of locomotion are the knees, which are
also “the feet of prayer.” IHere the race will take an upward stride, for
it will come to its knees literally no less than figuratively. * Knee signi-
fies the conjunction of natural good with spiritual good. Bending the
knee denotes acknowledgement, adoration.” The goat was peculiarly an
emblem of sacrifice, and thus bore off the sins of the people. It is a
climbing animal, seeking elevated places, and its signification in this sign
has been thought to symbolize the sun at the winter solstice. The son, or
man, does indeed make a stand here, for in the sign Capricorn occurs the
great midwinter solstice of the race.

The constellation belonging to Capricorn, the sixth in the Argo’s course,
is the zodiacal Bull, which here threatens to intercept the path. This typ-
ifies not only a menace from sensuality, but also from science, or the in-
tellectual principle in man : for it is the northern as well as the southern
horn of the Bull that intrudes upon the way. The Christ power, how-
ever, represented by Orion and Auriga is shown as staying the onslaught.
In this period of expiation, atonement, which the sign Capricorn indicates,
we believe that woman will be the victim and the gaviour, since it is only
in the perfect correspondence between the natural and the spiritual world
that life on our planet can continue. It is peculiarly the office of woman
to bear, bring forth ; and in this sign a great truth is struggling for birth.
Capricorn is really the horn of man’s dilemma ; for the path of the earth’s
orbit lies direetly detween the horns of the Bull, as the science of astron-
omy truly tells us. The great star in this constellation is Aldebaran in
the left eye of the Bull. * The eye signifies understanding,” which here
is in obscurity as regards truth. ** The left eye is the intellectual principle.

The sight of the left eye corresponds to the truths of faith.” * The
name Aldebaran, means leader, governor; which office intellect has to-day
assumed. El Nath, a prominent star in the northern horn means wound-
ed, slain,” (as spirituality is to-day.) * North signifies those who are in
obscurity as regards truth, but are yet in the life of good.”

The eighth sign in the sun’s course is Sagittarius, the Centaur or Bow-
man. This comes in the hips of the grand body, and has a still more mys-
tical signification. Here man comes into a higher and clearer recognition
of truth which is the steed that bears him on. * Horse signifies knowl-
edge, or understanding of the Word. Againheis the Bowman or Archer;
which signifies he who defends himself by truths.” Truth never fails to
hit the mark. The fable of Chiron, the centaur, very beautifully illustrates
the truth here symbolized. All the energies of the Bowman are directed

.
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against the next sign, the Scorpion ; for in Sagittarius man discovers the
cause of his woes.

¢ Midst golden stars he stands refulgent now
And thrusts the Scorpian with his bended bow."

The constellation belonging to Sagittarius is Auriga, the goat-herd, which
is the seventh on the Argo’s course. Here we find the shepherd of the
kids, or ewes who is assisting Orion on the celestial map in holding back
the Bull. This principle kept in check through these two signs is of no
small import. The power which is here represented as held in restraint,
will endow man with a spiritual and intellectual acumen of which to-day
he can have little concept; for Nature, if conserved only to its highest
uses. will bring in a race worthy to bear the name of man.

The ninth sign in the sun’s course is the Scorpion. * This comes.in the
generative function of the great body, and is Nature’s reproductive force,”
by which she is ever striving to multiply her types. The arrow of the
Centaur is aimed at the tail of the Scorpion, for therein lies its venemous
sting. We are told that the sting of the scorpion does not produce death,
but great suffering, while noredness or swelling is to be seen. * Scorpion
signifies a deadly persuasion, for a scorpion when he stings a man, produ-
ces stupor upon the limbs, and, if he be not cured, death.” This stupor
is upon the great body of humanity to-day through the deadly persuasion
under which it labors in regard to the reproductive function.

The constellation belonging to this sign, the eighth 1n the Argo’s course,
is Perseus, the winged messenger of good tidings. The head of the Gor.
gon is captured ; this human face surrounded by serpents, to us, tells its
own story. In this sign the great body reaches its northerly node, or point
of full ascension; the regeneration of the race is accomplished.

The tenth sign in the sun’s course is Libra, the balance or scales. This
comes in the reins or centre of the grand body, and here a perfect equi-
librium is attained, the natural and the spiritual are in complete equipoise.
This is the divine betrothal which is embodied in the freeing of Ami):om-
eda. Now man comes into his espousal with the heavenly maid, whose
material correspondence is woman ; the spiritual nature is no longer in
fetters, chained to the rock of materiality ; byt is again the companion,
or other half of man which he lost in the Fall, for the proprium of the
ancient church is here typified.

The eleventh sign in the sun’s journey is Virgo, or the virgin, who is
represented as bearing the sheaf of wheat and the palm branch. * Virgin
signifies the church as a spouse who desires to be conjoined to the Lord.
They who desire this union love truth ; and when a life is led according
to that, conjunction is effected.” The sign Virgo contains a principle so
profound that it is difficult to embody it in the material language of to-
day. and we can only give the vaguest hint of the glorious truths here
typitied. In the sign of the Winged Virgin or Virgo the heavenly mar-
riage is consummated ; for here man comes into the full possession of his
divine proprium, that heavenly spouse whose office it is to conceive and
bring forth those celestial truths of which to-day the race has no coucep-
tion. Of this conjunction is born Immanuel, for God is indeed with man.
We believe a state of life will be reached in this sign, grander and more
complete than has ever been portrayed by seer or dreamer.
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The reverence paid to Mary, the mother of our Lord, by the Roman
Catholic Church had its origin, or spiritual significance, in the symbolism
of Virgo; but the heavenly wisdom therein contained was lost to man
with the knowledge of correspondence ; and what the world regards only
as a beautiful myth found its present material interpretation. So far as that
church to-day holds this truth in its purity we profoundly join in her rev-
erence for the Virgin; the immaculate mother of the Christ. The Ara-
bic name of this sign is “ Sunbula, who bears;” the Coptic, * Aspolia,
station of the desired ;” while the Hebrew and Arabic designation of stars
denote this as the point to which all propheey is directed.

The constellation belonging to this sign, and the tenth on the Argo’s
course is “ Cassiopeia, the enthroned, the beautiful.” We refer our read-
ers to the fable regarding her for those truths which are veiled from the
irreverent soul. The square described by stars in this constellation is
from its very position pregnant with truth.

The eleventh, and last sign into which the sun enters in our great pre-
cessional cycle is Leo, or the sign of the Lion. This comes in
the Heart or vital function of the great body. Here is the ripening and
harvest time of the race; the sickle in the Lion is not without significance.
* The Lion signifies divine truth in power; also the executing of judg-
ment, the separating of good from evil ; the true from the false.” This
is the peculiar symbology of this sign. The Hebrew names of the stars are
as follows. * Regulus, called the Heart-star signifies the treading under
foot. Zosma, the shining forth. Al Giebba, the exaltation.” (Mazza-
roth.) * The Heart corresponds to the celestial kingdom of the Lord.
% Sickle signifies harvest, the state of the church as to divine truth; 1t
also implies its last stage. By reaping, which is done with a Sickle, is
signified to put an end to the state of the church, and to execute judg-
ment,” in other words to separate the wheat and the tares. * The uircis
of the earth signifies heaven.”

The constellation belonging to this sign is Cepheus, King of Ethiopia.
¢ Ethiopia signifies the knowledges of love and faith. King denotes the
annointed of Jehovah.”

Having here completed the great cycle, or the Twelve Labours of Her-
cules our work is done, as will be that of the race when it has reached the
Heart of the Grand Body, the source and centre of Life and Love.

** Qur thanks be to the prophet paid who saw with vision clear,

In the quaint types that marked the month, the law that ruled the year,
Then gave his thought to the learned friend that knew the starry ways,
Who from such germ brought flower and fruit, to both a deathless praise ;
Iave thou my thanks, my gift receive, thou spirit keen and fine,

I give but what I got, the gold that takes my stamp was thine.” L
EO.

Let therefore those who wish to acquire ** Magic,” i.e., spiritual or divine
power, follow this advice ; let them rise mentally into the highest region of thought
and remain therein as its permanent residents. Let them cultivate their physical
bodies and their meutal constitutions in such a manner that the matter of which
they are composed will become less gross and more movable and penetrable to the
divine light of the spirit. Then will the veils that separate them from the invis-
ible world become thinner.

Magic, White and Black.
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BIBLE REVIEWS.

CHAPTER 11, verse 1: “ Thus the heavens and the earth were finished
and all the hosts of them.” *Thus” in this manner, by this instrumen-
tality and in this order.

erse 2nd : “ And on the seventh day God ended his work which he
had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he
had made.”

Verse 3rd: ** And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: be-
cause that in it he had rested from all His work which God created and
made.”

There is an evident distinction made here between creating, and mak-
ing ; the only reason apparent for this distinction is found in the evolu-
tionary idea. God formed or created the thought and sent it forth endowed
with the will and it began to produce conditions that in the lapse of time
would ultimate the purpose and make the thing or condition intended.

* And he rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had
made.” ** And blessed and sanctified it,” the word sanctify means to set
apart, something separated from all other things, to free it from all that
was impure. The fourth commandment repeats this same idea. But was
the work of creating and making ended at that remote period, or was this
only a statement of the method and order of the work? Let us ask Jesus
the Nazarene. John v, 16 and 17: ¢ Therefore did the Jews persecute
Jesus and sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the
Sabbath day. But Jesus answered them, my Father worketh hitherto,
(i.e. up to the present) and I work.”

Thus it is clear that Jesus denied that God had yet ceased the work
of creation, this utterance was at least two thousand years after the account
of these events, and Ussher says, 4004 before Christ.

And do we not see creation going on in every department of nature.
When the cold winter is passed and the sun warms the earth, there springs
into life millions of insects. All the animal world begins to generate their
kind, in short, everything is busily engaged in the work of creation ; then
it follows that the Sabbath (which means seventh) was a prophesy of a
time to come when man will cease from his own works, for it not only ap-
Eieara plain that here creation’s method is generation, but in the law of

oses it is brought out more clearly that such was the idea.

It was well known, or at least most generally believed, that there had
preceeded this time an age of great attainment, wherein man walked and
talked with God, and all through the prophet’s writings and the words of
Jesus, that there were periods in the world’s history of evolutionary de-
velopment which are called ‘ ages.” Wherever the words occur in Jesus’
teachings, ** The end of the world,” it should be rendered *‘end of the age.”
It was the doctrine of the prophets that an age was about seven thousand
years and that six thousand years was a time for animal propagation and
mental development, and at the close of that time the earth would bring
forth its ripened fruit sufficient for man to come to an understanding of
God's methods, and to be able to see that as long as they are generating
their kind, there could be no rest or high attainments. It will be seen
as we proceed that the “covenant” of éod with man was only intended
for such as had arrived at this stage of understanding, and could not be
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ratified so that the oneness could obtain between God and man until they
ceased the work of creation, viz. generation. Then the intent of the words
« multiply and replenish the earth,” will have been obeyed, and the work
accomplished, and during the seven thousandth year, there will
be no generation, and none of the consequences of  the fall ” which were
labor, sorrow, and death. Then the * last enemy death will be overcome,
And they shall live and reign with him a thousand years.” This is the
period many of our Christian friends look forward to as * the millen-
nium.”

‘We merely state the above and will observe as we proceed that it is
fully justified by the teachings of this book all through from Genesis to
Revelations.

It will be observed that in the 8rd verse, last sentence, that the mar-
ginal reading of the words *created and made,” is * created to make.”

Verse 4th: *These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth,
when they were created, in the day when the Lord God made the earth,
and the heavens,” here the statement we think is clear that creation was
by generation.

erse Hth: “ And every plant of the field before it was in the earth,
and every herb of the field before it grew : for the Lord God had not caused
it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground.”
This fully corroborates the former statement that all things were the
thought-forms of the creator’s mind, and that all these things were only
mental formations and were awaiting conditions to materialize into form
through nature’s methods of growth.

We think it is clear enough from this verse that the entire preceding
chapter was intended to convey the idea that all things were in the thought-
form or “word of God” (see John I, 1to 3.) and therefore only the
statement of the order and method that all these become manifest by ma-
terialization through the generative power in the word. In other words,
as they primarily existed in the astral ethér before they materialized by
growth and development, and therefore it follows that all the laws of
nature are the workings of the Creator’s mind, and that matter itself is
thought crystallized, from the mind of the thinker.

Verse 6th: * But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered
the whole face of the ground.” This is the method now which nature
uses to water the earth, therefore we have no reason to look for any state-
ment here of supernatural phenomena, in fact there can be nothing su-
perior to nature for all that is can be at most only the workings of the
Supreme mind and there is nothing superior to it.

erse Tth: ** And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life ; and man became a living
soul.” Now we are told in the former chapter — verse 2Tth, that man
was created by the word of God and now he tells us that he came from
the * dust of the ground,” he does not tell us by what process, and as to
how long a period the Lord God took to accomplish it he does not say. He
next says that he breathed into him the breath of life and he became a
living soul ; herein we find two points of general misunderstanding.

First that it was speaking of the physical creation of the man, suppose
we admit and then see what is really said here: “The Lord God
formed man of the dust of the ground.” Well that is certainly the phy-
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sical body, but are not all physical structures formed of the dust and do
we not well know nature’s process of accomplishing this work? Does it
not clearly teach “ evolution ?” We think it does. Then “ He breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul.” Was
that the natural breath common to all animal existence? Many will say
no, that was wherein man was made an immortal soul ; we will grant that,
for we all unite that * God is spirit,” and if God did come into such di-
rect contact with man it must have been to make him spiritually conscious,
that is the only way his purpose, as before announced, could be carried
out, ultimately, for he said, *“ Let us make man in our image and like us ;"
if God is spirit, man to be like Him must be spirit also. But is that
a universal rule that every man has that spirit of life in himself, for if
God placed it in him then he had it in himself as Jesus said: “ As the
father hath life in himself so hath he given to the son, to have life in him-
self ; then he and Adam both had that life, and he (Jesus) announced his
commission to us by saying * I come that you might have life, and that you
might have it more abundantly.” But does this teach that all men con-
tinue to have that spiritual * {ureat.h of life?”

‘What is this spiritual breath? If Moses was a master he knew what
it was and as the Occult was the common science of his day, he took it
for granted all others would understand that there was a point in the at-
tainments of all who become conscious of spirit, where they obtained an
interior respiratory breath ; wherein they breathe without inhaling the nat-
ural atmosphere ; an inner lung motion, that will, at times, enable one to be
comfortable for a long period with the air passages closed. The physical
body may still need to breathe, but they will be vividly conscious of anot/er
respiration, and this condition comes just prior to the person’s becoming
master of all their own nature, and leads to the condition symbolized
in the following words : '

Verse 8th: “ And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden,
and there he put the man whom he had formed.” Observe the words:
“ The Lord God planted,” he who created by a word now plants a garden,
none of us accept the idea that he came as a man and planted trees, etc.
No! there was some other meaning here. Isaiab,the prophet, LXI, 8, says:
(speaking of spiritual men) * That they might be called trees of right-
eousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified.” Then we
can logically conclude that this garden was the planting of those states or

rinciples, that would bring forth righteousness. It was * eastward in
en ;" the word * east” and * ward,” the sun rising, is used as synonyms
all through the Bible. The east was also often used as a symbol of the source
of light and life ; then this garden was toward life and light. Was this
a garden planted in the ground, or was the man’s body the ground ? Eze-
kiel, xxxi1, 9. * 1 have made him fair by the multitude of his branches ;
o that all the trees of Eden, that were in the garden of God, envied him.”
Isaiah says, v 7: “ For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of
Israel.”

This we think sufficient to justify the assertion that this gurden was
the physical body of *‘ the man ’ and all the trees were attributes to bring
fortE right actions, thoughts, impulses, and feelings, for the word Eden—
means “ ple?sure or delight,” as will be seen by what follows. Then it
appears plain that the thought expressed in these symbolic words, “ east-
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ward in Eden,” had reference to the fact that one who makes these at-
tainments is in position to receive life and light direct from its source.

The same idea was carried out in the building of Solomon’s temple at
Jerusalem. It was built upon the top of the mountain facing the east,
so that the first ray of light from the rising sun would shine into it and
through first and second parts and through the * holy place,” and even
into the ¢ Holy of Holies” if the *veil ” were lifted. So the man who
ig created and made, or become a ‘“ master,” iz placed in a condition to
receive the first ray of spiritual light that reaches the earth from God,
the source of all knowledge.

Verse 9th : ** And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every
tree that was pleasant to the sight, and good for foed ; the tree of life
also was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good
and evil.” Herein he was supplied by Divine Providence with all the
requisites for happiness and not only that but the * tree of life,” a tree

roducing fruit, brings forth « after its kind.” Therefore it is plain that
if the garden is the physical body imbued with productive attributes and
every attribute grows, generates or produces its kind, then it follows that
the tree, or attribute, of life produced its kind. According to the ** rev-
elation ” made to John on Patmos, chap. xxi1, 2. * The tree-of life, which
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yield her fruit every month: " (Greek,
moon.; We think no one believes this was a tree, as we exoterically un-
derstand that word, for herein is stated that which we recognize to be
contrary to all the laws of fruit-growing ; first, ©* twelve manner of fruit”
secondly, producing its fruit * every moon.” Aided by Solar Biolozy.
this subject is made plain. We find from this new science that every
time the moon enters the sign of the zodiac which the earth was in when
a person was born, that there is a psychic germ matured in the body.
whether it be man or woman, and we find that every sign of the zodiac
produces a different quality of life in persons born within cheir boundaries,
and that the same is true in relation to the fruit of the * tree of life,”
within every man and woman is also true. This is demonstrated from
the fact that with a woman living the generative or marital life, the periods
of the moonly weakness can be pointed out for years past, and to come,
from the motion of the muon, and therein is found that the life-producing
capacity is ** twelve manner of fruit,and that its fruits ripen every moon.”
“ The tree of knowledge of good and evil ” was also there, that all intel-
ligent persons have within themselves the power to experiment on and
know the consequences of obedience to the laws of nature and of going
counter to them, is in their capacity to reason, and the sense of pain anc

leasure. But those who possess these high attainments do not need to exper-
iment upon these things, for they have direct access to the All-knowing
mind, that ereated all things, and can know all things from that source.

Verse 10th: *“ And a river went out of Eden to water the garden ; and
from thence was it parted and became into four heads.”

If we find conclusive evidences that the trees of the garden were pro-
ductive faculties in the human body, then we may look for this *river ”
to be something belonging to it also. We must however bear in mind
that this is a mystic symbology given by a master and that he was giving
the conditions obtained by the master: or the man who is not only crea-
ted in God's “ image,” but the process of ** making " him into his or their
likeness is also known to him.
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If this were a symbol of something in the body or mind-action of Adam,
then what does this matter of the river signify ? Let a master explain;
(see Ezekial, xLvi. (Zachariah, x1v, 8, says: * And it shall be in that
day that liviug waters shall go'out from Jerusalem,” etc. And the angel
revealed to 'j%hn (Revelations, xx11,1.) “And he showed me a pure
“river ” of water of LIFE, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne
of God and of the Lamb.

From this it anpeara clear that this river was life that flowed out of
Eden ; out from the man.

They well understood, at that time, that methods of “regeneration ”
were the control of the generative function, and thus turning the course of
the life generated in the body, back into the system. And for this, nature
has made ample provisions, for the same law that produces the ele-
ments from which another living organism would grow under proper con-
ditions, will also transmute that germ substance into a pure crystal fluid
and the lymphatic will take it up into the body and conduct it back into
the blood and that will create in the system a feeling of peacefulness and
counstant activity. We are confident that the *“spleen” is the organ
that causes another change into what is commonly called *“ magnetism, ani-
mal electricity, etc.” These gifts are possessed in abundance by all who
“live the life” of chastity. This quality is the element from which
thought is formed, and the refining power of the law of neration in
the body gives increased sensibilities and consequent additional con-
sciousness and added powers.

Thus, life regenerated in the body, follows the well-known law of gen-
eration, in that its quality is governed by the nature, loves, sympathies,
desires and general mental tendencies of the person, and as the human
body is a labaratory in which the divine chemist is taking the elements of
earth (food) air and sunlight and creating thought-forms and elements
with great rapidity, therefore such an one becomes a fountain-head from
which there will constantly flow the refined substances of his life like an
ever flowing river. As Kzekial said, xLvi1, 9: “ And it shall come to
pass, that everything that liveth, which moveth, whither soever the rivers
shall come, SHALL LIVE.”

Jesus referred to this same grand truth in the plainest of language;
John, vi1, 88, *“ He that believeth on me As (in the manner) the Serip-
tures hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” In the
next verse the apostle attempts to explain and says, verse 39; * But this
'slpake he of the spirit which they that believed on him should receive.”

rue, for this regenerate life is the only vessel capable of receiving and
holding the spirit, which endows it with divine magic-power, and all who
come within its influence are “redeemed” and the mature soul will be
led by its potency into like conditions.

* And become into four heads.” This law of regeneration being gov-
erned by the movement of the earth, moon, and all the solar system, we
look there for the more complete explanation of these four rivers. There
are twelve divisions, or “ signs "’ of the zodiac ; these are divided into four
trinities. From September 22nd to January 21st is the reproductive trin-
ity ; from January 21st to March 21st is the serving trinity ; from March
21st to June 21st is the intellectual trinity ; from June 21st to September
22nd is the maternal trinity.
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Each of these periods of the year produces three kinds of life. The
first of each of these are natural heads, and as such are especially related
to the physical world ; the second of these comprise the interior, and are
naturaf heads in spiritual things or spheres of service ; that is, from April
19th to May 20th is the period of the intellectual trinity, and therefore
their sphere of service is the senses.

From July 22nd to August 22nd is the period of the interior of the
maternal, and is related to natural law that produces living things. Oc-
tober 28rd to November 28rd is the time of the reproductive interior and
is related to the service of the creative mind. January 20th to February
19th is the serving interior and relates to dealing with the public mind
and with men in general.

In the generation, man is born into one of these signs and possesses
the qualities and attributes of it, and all their consciousness and thought
arises in and from that quality. When we say to a student of “Scﬁar
Biology,” a person was born in Aries, we express to that one all the lead-
ing characteristics of a person, but when one begins to regenerate them-
seﬁres (by control of the sex function) they begin to re-create in them-
selves the qualities of each of the other signs. In women this is more
apparent, (it is however, none the less true with men.) When woman
begins the work of regeneration in herself, the moonly weakness will ap-
pear one sign earlier each moon, until they have reabsorbed into the body,
the ripe fruit of the tree of life, in its twelve qualities. Then the periods
change and their monthly periods come so that the ripened germs will be
the heads of each of the trinities. The third year they are regenerated
into the interior trinities, then re-generative waters will be divided into
four heads, 1 (Scorpio,) zr (Aquarius,) ¥ (Taurus,) and g (Leo.)
Then the river begins to flow out from Eden, the state of happiness, and
is actually parted into four heads. This has been demonstrated in the
lives of many. This truly * waters the garden.”

Water makes all the plantsin a garden to grow and prosper ; so this
regenerate * water of life " is the only method for growing all the virtues
and faculties of the brain and soul, therefore Jeremiah the prophet said:
“ Their soul shall be like a watered garden,” Jeremiah, xxx1, 12 (read
from the 10th to the 14th verses.)

Verse 11th: *“The name of the first is Pison : that is it which compass-
eth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold :

- Verse 12: * And the gold of that land is good : there is the bdellium
and the onyx stone, (v. 13.) And the name of the second river Gihon:
the same is it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. (Verse 14.)
And the name of the third river is Hiddekil: that is it which goeth toward
the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates.”

That the above has a metaphysical meaning, there can be no doubt,
therefore we will examine it a little from that stand-point.

“ The name of the first river is Pison.” The meaning of this name is:
“ Change or doubling.” And it ** compasseth the whole land of Havilah.”
This word means, that suffers pain ; * that brings forth ; or thatspeaks.”
Thus it appears that this first river doubled in its power to bring forth,
and through its mystic power the spirit speaks to the consciousness of the
individual, it ** compasseth ” that i3, embraces all that knows, thinks and
speaks. and is the means by which man knows the thoughts of God, the
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spirit. There is gold and precious stones ; that is, all that is goodly and
em'l?l];lent. d Gih Valley of grace d passe

e second river is Gihon, i. e., “ ey o ,” and it com th
or takes in the whole land of “Cush” i. e,.r, blackness. This is truly the
valley of grace, 1. e, “ favor,” for this water of life is the only vessel that
can hold spirit, (see Jeremiah, 11, 13,) “ For my people have committed
two evils; they have forsaken me, the fountain of E‘:i)ng water, and hewed
them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that will hold no water.”

When this water is held, then the spirit of life and light will dwell
within and illnminate all that is dark. The third river is éiddakel, i. e.,
“ a voice or sound,” Assyria 4. e., incomparable ; east of Assyria, the illu-
minated side. Therefore this would be interpreted, that this third river pro-
duces a condition within to hear the incomparable sounds of the spiritual
world, “The music of the spheres,” and the universal tones that lift the
soul into ecstatic state of heaven on earth.

The fourth river is Euphrates, waters of fruitfulness. That implies
success in all they do, as the prophet Isaiah, Lxv, verses 22 and 23 says:
“They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and
another eat ;: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people (some of
the trees in Palestine are known to be over a thousand years old) and
mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 'Ee.hi{ shall not la-
bor in vain, nor bring forth for trouble, for they are the of the blessed
of the Lord (Yahveh,) and their offspring with them.” Read the bal-
ance of this chapter, for it all belongs to this attainment.

There is a much deeper meaning covered by this language than we are
permitted to express here. When one has reached this high and holy
state, which you may reach. here in this world and body, and now at
this time; then these high and exalted knowledges will be yours; then
will be realized within your own person the force of the words of the
angel who gave John the Revelation, xx1, verses 4 and 5: “ And God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away. And he that sat on the throne
said behold, I make all things new.”

SoMEONE may wonder why I go about in private giving advice and busy-
ing myself with the concerns of others, but do not venture to come for-
ward in public and advise the state. I will tell you why. You have
often heard me speak in times past of an oracle or sign which comes to
me, and is the divinity which Llieletus ridicules in the indictment. This
sign I have had ever since I wasa child. The sign is a voice which comes
to me and always forbids me to dv something which I am going to do, but

never commands me to do anything.
Socrates’ Apology.

“ What are fears but voices airy ?
‘Whispering harm where harm is not;
And deluding the unwn.r.f

ot ! ”

Till the fatal bolt is sh Wordsworth.
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MIRA.

Mysterious star, I fain would know
he secret of thy light,
Why shinest now with brilliant glow,
Proud jewel of the night?

From far off realms thou cam’st to view,
For only yesterday -
Thy path, frail mau could not pursue;
hy place was vacancy.

From out of black and boundless space
Thy rays burst forth and shone;

To us of earth thy beauteous face
Seems near to God’s white throne.

Thy beams seem brighter now by far
han when you came before ;
There’s not to me anotber star
Shines out with grandeur more.

Unconscious to this sleeping world,
Silently, unseen,

Swift from space in quiet whirled
To view in heavenly sheen.

Along thy path, so vast, so grand
Thy course unfailing keep,

Held by law, that ic wand
That acts, tho’ all else sleep.

Cheering other worlds than ours,
Making light from gloom ;

Blessings shed in welcome showers —
To them a priceless boon.

And so we cannct bid thee stay
For other duties call;

From night we know thou bringest day
And there give life to all.

Cras. H. Mackay.

Nors. — Mira (the *‘ Wonderful ’') is a variable star of that group known as Cetus, the Whale,
& constellation of the Soathern hemisphere. In a period of eleven months, Mira emerges from

invisibility and

through all degrees of brightness until it attains to a star of second -

then slowly recedes, boooming, y invisible again. ing the first wuﬁf
Angust (1890) it reaches its maximum of brightness and may then be seen with great diatimm«a-.

H M.
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- THE DAWNING OF A PERFECT DAY. (Qontinued.)

PART THREE: BRIDGED OVER.
CHAPTER I
Cleansing.

Luke 111, 9.

THE work has begun, lay the ax at the root of the tree, and cast into
the fire of purification those branches which bear not good fruit.

Evil fruits are false doctrines, false teachings, pride, envy, malice, de-
ceit, which if entertained by man, go to make up parts of his mortal body,
and unless denied, (cast out) their presence hinders work in the fields
which are ** white already to harvest.”

Those who never give of their substance, or of their love to others who
are in need, are like the false fruit-bearing tree, the effect of which
poisons the atmosphere and leads to death. ‘The consuming fires
kindled in the mortal ter&ple, by these harmful mental issues, smoulder
until they have gained sufficient force to break out into a destroying blaze
when they sweep through the imperfect structure leaving it a blackened
and charred ruin, manhood gone and self, the all-ruling power within.
But even in this consuming state, there is help for such souls, the germ
for the Good, which the Infinite wisdom placed in the soul of the first
man, always remains, and may be saved, for another trial, through the
quenching waters of God’s love, which will extinguish the fires of envy,
pride, malice, and deceit as effectually as literal fire is quenched by lit-
eral water. On the other hand, fire is used as a purifier. If we cast a
germ into the fire, its impurities are consumed leaving the genuine
qualities unscathed.

The more perfect the germ the larger is the part remaining after the
purifying process. All that is unreal and impure is again cast into the
crucible and condemned to a repetition of the cleansing process — mortal
expression — or damned as our orthodox friends wouﬁi say — while the
perfect part when gathered is brighter for the purifying.

A picture here presents itself to the mind of the writer in which we see
the thousandth part of a soul of a man going to make up the immortal,
and ages upon ages must roll by before it attains the firs¢ plane upon
which it can start out for God’s knowledge, or gain sufficient light to be
able to shed a single faint ray upon other human beings, but we see mercy
in this plan of an all-wise intelligence, for nothing is wholly lost, and in
His good time all are gathered into His harvest.

CHAPTER II.
Faith.

TraE work of soul-growth can be done by and through the spoken word,
and at any distance being far, yet near. The bridge spanning this space is
Christ, faith and obedience.

The condition in which the supplicant goes to the Father has «/l to do
with the fulfillment of the work, if it is to him as it is to the Father all
will be well, loosed on earth, loosed in heaven.

Marr, xv1, 19.

All must harmonize, the Spirit, the supplicant, and the Father. God’s
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first law admits of perfect harmony througih which man may gain the ae-
ceptance of the Spirit, and by divine wisdom he is enabled to grasp and
hold fast the good. If this law of harmony did not exist, man would be
unable to retain his blessings as they came to him.

A clean and purified heart will engender faith which may be kept alive
by drawing upon the never-failing source, whence comes man’s every

ood and perfect gift. All conditions being harmonious the supplicant
Eas only to place iimself in communication with the source of all health,
by asking that the spirit may take possession of him and in the name of
the lowly Nazarene, work through him the result desired, and waiting in
silence he will hear the *still small voice” as it speaks to his soul.
When this consciousness settles down upon him, he will hear the *‘let there
be,” and know that it is his * there is,” and that the blessing is his to
claim. Asking for, and obtaining a blessing, is not such a task as has
been thought, it is simply the pouring out of faith, from a heart empty of
self and the world, in words so few that the sugplicant feels a very child
who is hearing the first lessons of life. The Kather, in His mercy, and
love, grants the request thus made and proves the words of the Son who
said, “except ye become as little children you can not inherit the king-
dom of heaven.”

When Christ said * broad is the way to death” (sin.) *“ And many there
be who walk therein, and straight and narrow is the path to life everlast-
ing and few there be who find it.” He foresaw the difficulty in bringing
the mind of man into a state of unison with the Holy Spirit that they
might go to the Father. His teachings upon this point are so plain that
a little child may comprehend them,and the greatest minds of to-day have
left off delving in theology for light upon the subject, and are simply com-
ing back to the truth as it is written in the Word. When all reaching
out, and delving shall have ceased and men learn simply to take God at
His word then can man and angels unite in singing “ glory to God in the
highest, peace on earth, good will toward men.” God reigneth and we
walk in the true light free from sin, free from pain and in the knowledge
of His power.

There is never an actual turning back in faith; God in His goodness
sends something to the wavering soul to give it a lesson which, (it may
be in years after,) will cause it to take a new hold upon the life-giving
principle thus saving it from absolute sinking. In many hearts faith
never becomes full and well-grounded and the self-impoverished soul falls
by the wayside.

With a thorough understanding of the true principles of the laws gov-
erning the universe, there is raised in the heart a (Piibra.lta. upon which
faith may build works as mighty as the heavens, as vast as space, and as
enduring as eternity. The towering peaks of the temple builded upon
this rock will pierce the ethereal blue, and reaching far beyond will enter
the very heavens.

CHAPTER IIL

Unexpressed Thought. Purity of Heart,

THOUGHTS are the offspring of the mind, and in the realm of spirit,
they are the only recognized issue of man. As these children are born
to man he casts them out upon the ocean of eternal life, tiny barks to be
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guided into harbor by the white light of intelligence as it shines upon
them from the tower of the mind which gave them birth. Man is respon-
sible for the safety of his mental offspring in proportion to his capacity
for right thought, and he is accountable for their safe and useful entrance
upon the plane of life when they become conscious, living beings controlled
by universal will.

Thought is often smothered, and like smouldering fire, when once it
breaks forth it burns with a more rapid and vigorous sway.

If we subdue the thoughts which come to us like instantaneous flashes
of an electric spark, seeming to give us faint glimpses of the future, or
science of life, we cast the shadow of our own bigotry between ourselves
and the light of understanding. When a child starts out for its first steps
we do not say “ take care, you will fall,” unless we wish to see the little
one immediately lose all confidence in itself, and fall to the ground. No,
we give a reassuring word and soon the second step is taken, and the
third and on and on until it has passed over a space which astonishes the
beholder. The same is true of the human soul when it catches the first
rays of divine light. We should bear in mind the advice given by St.
Paul in Thesalonians v, 19, and not stand in the way of the light, or at-
tempt to check its influx, but lay hold of that which comes to us from the
source of all light and ask for more, for thronf‘)h this act works the law
which will give us the light in its fulness. Discourage not your betier
nature in its efforts to gain an affinity with that whence it originally
sprung.

The word is light and the word gives to us the light as we fit our men-
tal part for its acceptance. The degrees of light are set forth in the firma-
ment, stars, moon, sun. When the shadows of night fall upon the earth,
the Infinite mind sets the moon and stars in the heavens as a sign to the
dwellers upon this planet that the greater light is to come.

When the first rays emanating from the Infinite Mind pierce the pall
of superstitious ignorance which hangs over the mind of man, it is the
star set in his mental firmament as a sign that he may know of the coming
of a ter light.

Like the moon and stars man’s lesser light comes from lesser forces,
which are controlled by the Infinite Mind, and which with the signs set
in the firmament tend toward the same end viz., the glory of God and the
proof of His works.

Thus the spirit works within man for the all-good. Many use the light
they have attained, and are willing to impart it to others, to such as give
of the knowledge they have, much is given them in return. Those who
do not speak of the gifts coming to them dim the lustre of their blessing
proving that * whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall bave
more abundance: but whosoever kath not, from him shall be taken even
that which he hath.

“ Be ye not deceived,” but accept the works of the Infinite Mind as
works of truth, for it was this same far-reaching, all-powerful Intelligence
which set the everlasting signs in the vaulted dome above, that His people
might know of His power and glory and be assured of the source from
whence they came, and of their return to the spheres of light which He
bolds for them in His keeping, if they make use of the knowledge already
given for the acquirement of greater knowledge.
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Dear Reader, do you not think if you were sure that your light could
shine as a planet in the everlasting arch of God’s architecture, you would
work indefatigably to place it there ?

It is possible for souls to attain to this position and as they reach the
goal they may control all power, which is there, for good. This fact ex-
plains the gentle leading of the unseen influences which actuates man to
reach out and lay hold upon the truth, that it may grow and brighten
with every change which takes place in his existence. Human mind is
not vast enough to grasp the thought of the everlasting power which is
the inheritance of those who, through faith and works, reach this. plane
on which our Creator set His seal of approval. Man is placed upon this
planet for a work : « work for kimself, and unless he has come as near
finishing it as mortal man can when he is called hence he must take it
with him for completion. None other can claim his blessing, none other
can reach out and take his work and carry it on for him in the beyond.

God in His fullness has permitted mortals to complete their life-work
here, that in the beyond they might take up a higher work.

Work complete or incomplete constitutes heaven or hell.

Those who leave this stage of existence with an incomplete work must
make that work complete, even though it require many returns to the
mortal state to accomplish the end. The mission of each soul must be a
finished work.

The Intelligence which plans the lives of all will not permit His laws to
be circumscribed, hence the re-occurring process continues until all work
. along the line of the divine thought with pleasure, and there is no weary-
ing in well-doing and finally heaven begins where earth leaves off because
the soul finds its greatest joys and its brightest thought-gems awaiting
the finishing of the mission. When through repeated mortal expression
man shall have worked out the sins done in the body, he will no longer
be subject to the laws of re-embodiment, then begins the resurrection, and
through the laws, framed by the all-ruling thought, the freed and per-
fected soul starts on its upward flight towards the Source of universal
knowledge.

O, mortal man, with an immortal soul! why ask *is earthly life worth
living ? "

Ygu have a position to gain, a future to reach in the world of spirit,
you must choose between the advancement of the soul, or the retrogres-
sion of intellect. If you would leave this world for a better life you must
set your mark high, and with a steady aim lpress on to the haven of per-
fection which is reached through faith, wisdom and trusting in the prom-
ises of Him who faileth not to reward the faithful. As you near the bet-
ter life, grasp the good, hold to the promises, and your reward comes ; for
as you gain the heights and step across the threshold of the beyond, you
are fully prepared to beckon on the donbting ones, and like a bright star
to send your rays to penetrate the darkness of those whom on earth you
loved. This light shed from the effulgence of your own perfecting soul
will lead the loved ones on to the higher life.

This entry into a higher life work. a work of love and a mission of
peace. This being made a messenger of knowledge, does not such a glo-
rious reward make earthly life worth living?

This height gained the soul goes on, on, on into eternity working for
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the good of others. Under the influence of this upward and onward work
of love, souls uneonsciously advance to a perfection where they are given
divine wisdom which enables them to impart knowledge to those who ask
for understanding.

True it is that the Creator made man for His own work, and in the ful-
ness of time all will reach His standard of perfection, though that stand-
ard be gained by trial and dire distress, all have the plans of the Creator
to fulfill.

Since each mortal, while on earth, creates his or her own future atmos-
phere, the’astral body is in consequence, more or less subject to the influ-
ences of the worldly environment which governed the mortal, but be this
self-created atmosphere for good or evil each must pass through that of
his, or her own maxing, thereby working out self-salvation through the
help given by the Creator, viz., Jesus, the Christ.

leansing and Faith constitute the first two arches of the bridge over the
mysterious, connecting man’s earthly habitation with the realms beyond,
the joys of which are man’s rightful heritage and which he may reach, if
he will, by adding Purity of Heart as a third arch of the bridge upon
which he now stands in his approach to the Source of all perfection.

The underlying thought of the Christ’s sermon on the mount embodies
this arch of purity, and is the one which holds in place the entire struc-
ture which we are building.

The pivotal thought in this discourse of the divine man is set forth in
His pronouncing a tinleas;ing upon those who attain purity of heart, and
His promise to them that ** they shall see God” as a reward for the at-
tainment. '

Purity of heart is simply perfection, as the divine Teacher asserts
farther on in his sermon when he says, ‘be ye perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven i8 perfect.” Such conditions reached, through the
never-failing laws of the ** Father which is in heaven,” man need strive
for nothing more, as man, for he then becomes a demi-god ; all the prom-
ises are his to claim, all power is his to exercise and then can he fully re-
alize the extent of the words spoken by the Christ as recorded by St. Mark,
xxvir-18, * All power is given unto me in heaven and earth.”

Du Eoick.
[To be Continued.]

LIBERTY AND NECESSITY.
From “ The Incoming Age.”
BOOK IV.—CHAPTER VII.

WE have expressed ourselves on various occasions during the progress
of this work on the subject of NECESSITY as we have been inwardly im-

lled ; we would now like to set beside it an equally divine motor which
18 never wanting in universal history. There are two great forces in the
universe — the centrifugal and the centripetal — or the negative and the
positive, as in electricity. So there are also the two sexes among plants
and animals, and the two principles we are now about to briefly consider
side by side. Either force alone would make null and void, or hurry to
an inevitable destruction. We may not be able to grasp them very fully

F



28 Liberty and Necessity. [July.

and definitely in all their bearings; for they pierce and penetrate into
every conceivable thing or thought ; and in doing so theyv assume such a
variety of form and character that it will require no small amount of dis-
crimination, #nd no limited degree of experience, to single them
out and accurately identify them under all circumstances. On several
occasions we have said that NECESSITY will be found to be that insepara-
ble quality of Omnipotence which meets every possible circumstance of
history with its own fitting requirement, and equally so whether said
manifestation of necessity be positive or the reverse. LiIBERTY, on the
other hand, will be found exemplified in the way Necessity is received ;
like the centrifugal and the centripetal forces of the universe they will
act and re-act upon each other; and as they accommodate themselves to
each other, or otherwise, just as it may be, will show either the perfect
smoothness of action and harmony that the blending will necessarily pro-
duce, or its converse.

In the picture this thought is fittingly caleulated to present, — and that
in all its great diversity o% color, light and shade, and whether pleasing
or painful,—will be seen all that the will of man and the will of God stands
for. The will of man is simply and solely liberty to will, and do, and be,
and suffer, precisely what necessity, or the will and word of God makes
imperative according to the changeful circumstances of every conceivable
case that arises. Then the will of man has been thoroughly tested on
all points, in its strenuous centrifugal efforts to fly away from the loving
necessity that would control it; and which again by its centripetal attrac-
tions to draw unto or into itself, and so to absorb the will of man therein.
Yes: when this liberty has exhausted its power and drained the cup of its
bitterness to the very dregs which it alone can furnish, then it will fly into
the very arms of necessity in the depths of its own despair, and that with a
newly-begotten and certain hope that deliverance is at_hand ; nor will it
be disappointed.

The LIBERTY spoken of here as being seen is all on the side of man’s.
will, which is a perfect embodiment of IMPOTENCE; the NECEssITY
is all on the side of the divine and perfect will -of God, which
is the very opposite, therefore the perfect embodiment of OmniP-
OTENCE. How very happily and accurately these two may meet, then, and
harmonize! Then it becomes apparent that the normal state of perfec-
tion and happiness, so far as man and all created as dependent intelli-
gences are concerned, can only be attained or realized by means of an un-
reserved submission to the will of God ; and thus it becomes equally ap-
parent that the noimal state and expression of perfection on the Divine
side is the never relenting and unremitting application of His will fittingly
and appropriately to any and every circumstance that may or can possibly
arise. This being true what is then the essential nature of the liberty
the selfhood formulates, loves, and greedily insists upon? What can it
be but a torturing instrument of more exquisite fashion and capacity than
all the physical horrors of the Inquisition! The only liberty to which self-
hood is tied is the very liberty and reality of hell ; but the necessity by which
the Godhood is characterized and environed is the very liberty and reality
of heaven, _

Just give the flesh its liberty. and time will surely tell
It is the whole of cruelty, the very thing called hell.
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But let it sight necessity, and view it to its core,
It then will bow submissively and love it evermore.

Necessity, perfection is whatever phase it wears;
Love reigns in its expression whatever name it bears ;
' It meets man's every circumstance, fitting so exact,
And whether he may flinch or smile it ever keeps intact.

*Tis wonderful! Omnipotence is manifestly true !
It touches man at every point, he can but be and do
And suffer, as necessity his liberty commands,
And so man is but ¢mpote:ace, whate'er his high demands.

Truth stranger is than fiction ; and the mocking selfhood will
Its impotence and folly exhibit thus, until

Its limit it has run through ; and its tethered pasture eaten
And then it must surrender at its strongest points well beaten.

Is not this presentation of our subject the problem of the free will of
man and the sovereignty of God, happily and perfectly solved in the light
of their own history, so far as they are showing ? hen in the history
of the race was man ever hindered from doing all that was in his heart?
Never. Why? Because every possible circumstance that could arise
would meet with its counterpart by the never failing environment of ne-
cessity that each event would occasion or enkindle. When in the history
of the race did any circumstance whatever its character — fail to meet
with the very fitting necessity it demanded? Again we say — Never.
So then we see that the will of man is absolutely free, and yet the will of
God is absolutely sovereign ; the former being like unto the centrifugal
or negative force, the latter like unto the centripetal or positive force.
Man is always quite free to will what he may do; but God always deter-
mines what man shall realize as the consequence of his doing. If man
will to do a pernicious thing he has perfect liberty to do so, but the will
of God irrevocably and unfailingly determines the exact nature of the
consequences to follow or attend every action. And man may, and in
the natural order of development will, elect to try in every imaginable
way, and so to explore the utmost resources of the selfhood until they are
exhausted ; and until he has learned the wholesome and salutary lesson by
a thorough experience that safety and happiness is only to be realized by
resting in the pure and perfect will of God, the state that God is deter-
mined eventually to evolve from man’s helpless chaos and confusion must
continue to be simply an impossibility. And what do these very thoughts
tend in themselves to establish as an exigency of the case? Just this:
that until man is quite prepared to yield himself cheerfully and entirely
to the will of God, the sovereignty of God can and will only exercise its
power in its own perfect way, and that is to make man’s will thus pliable
by punishment exactly fitting the exigency of each and every case. God
may and does ask and variously plead with man tosurrender. Every man
of God in like manner must and will ply the same wholesome counsel and
treatment. But let not man think that his own dear liberty is going to
be by God in the least interfered with; it is no part of the perfect pur-
pose of the Almighty to bring His naked might to bear, while the two-
edged sword of necessity and pure right is always sharp and effective
enough to serve His purpose fully. Not till man comes to God with s
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whole heart, and brings the free will or liberty of choice he has been en-

dowed with, and casts it, so to speak, into the vortex of the Divine Will

to be swallowed up for ever, will man ever be privileged to taste and en-

joy all the sweets and possibilities of life, that future for which he was
rought into being.

How far it is true that man is fearfully and wonderfully made let the
above thoughts help to determine. By being made subject to a law which
leaves him free to do or not as he chovses to be, and really is, the arbiter
of His own destiny. Let him ignore the Perfect Will of God und use his
own — and which he will do until he has learned better — then he is like
the centrifugal force alone, and by it will be hurled into the boundless or
bottomless abyss, and there realize the inevitable destruction such a course
involves. If destruction and misery are desiderations, thus we may con-
summate them ; for he is quite free to be the arbiter of his destiny to that
extent if he so chooses. But shonld he be induced in any way, by the
wrath of God kindled out a little, tu stand in the ways and see,and to ask
for the old paths, and where is the good way to walk therein, he may still
be the arbiter of his destiny, but this time in the opposite direction; al-
ways provided that he will throw away the selfhood, and coalesce with the
God-hood. Man has all liberty to act equally and always in every case;
nor can we suppose the possibility of any circumstance arising when he
would or could be in the slightest degree coerced or otherwise dealt with.
For this centrifugal force of liberty to be sufficiently quiescent to seek
the wholesome limitatiors of necessity, then it would almost seem to be
necessary for it to go into and through all the bitter consequences of its
own self-sought and self-corrupt blunderings. Vhen these bitter conse-
quences have been sufficiently entered upon to have filled human nature
to repletion, and so to its disgust and discomfiture, then the experience
will become itself a great treasure which will immensely enrich and
powerfully control its future, and will serve as the setting-off background
to a wondrous picture such an one too that can never be dispensed with
profitably.

Understanding, as this work teaches, that man is only in the process of
being made, what a fearful and truly wonderful process it is that is oper-
ative in thus making him! Until the centrifugal fly-away force of man’s
free self-will yields so thoroughly to the drawings of the Divine centripetal
force, which lovingly and unremittingly plies its necessity ; and man yields
to the cxtent of the two forces being welded into one, or more correctly
speaking, wedded by means of choice and attraction, perfect man — that
is the reality the word man stands for — cannot be. The mere physical
form and outline, and added to that the soulish and intermediary interior,
are only stages of development upwards from the animal to the human;
the very human reality is not to be seen or found until the spiritual inte-
rior, or the God-hood inhabiting the sanctum sanctorum of the very heart
and source of all life, is shown to be in all things dominant. To persnade
ourselves that this has ever been, save in the man Christ Jesus— the
manifestation of God’s will in the flesh — is to expose our own folly and
shortsight. All that the word regeneration covers is — from the divine
stand-point — necessary parts and portions of the great six days work of
creation, and preparatory to the Sabbath still in the future. It is by the
diligent employment of the dual forces of human liberty and divine ne-
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cessity unremittingly through the entire process during the whole of the
six days until the end that the great work of creation is — as a finality —
to be effected. God having purposed to do a certain thing, and made
every provision definitively to effect that purpose ; and knowing therefore,
so far as that purpose is concerned, that failure is an impossibility, speaks
very naturally of things that are not —from man’s limited stand-point—
as though they were ; therefore we read in the buok of (Genesis of the cre-
ation of the man in the image of God — male and female in one — just
as though it were a thing accomplished thousands of years ago, and which
we believe was the case; yet the very facts of the case in history
speak ont most certainly to the effect that the creating process is still oper-
ative, and that the finished work of creation is still tocome. With God it is
ever an eternal now. He has no future, no past, but an endless present.
What He wills to be is done to Him ; so then human creation having been
purposed is a thing, to Him effected, and human salvation, being:
also willed — is in like manner effected. To Him human creation and
human salvation are one and the same thing ; both purposed and there-
fore boti: finished and done ; in no other sense is either done, for we are
or may be fully cognizant of the fact before our eyes now that they are
both in progress.

It is hard for man to see what the Word of God can be;

His littleness stultify his efforts to unravel

The great mystery of God, writ in history of blood,

In the many operations of man’s wayworn weary travel.

Tt is hard for man to stand on the mounat in holy land
And decry the intricacies of the purposes of God.

Other mysteries appear, if mistakenly — still clear,

And they take his eye and satisfy until he feels the rod.

It is vain for man to think while he stands upon the brink,

Of the self-hood’s mocking weakness that he may the truth espy ;
It is not within his reach, though that same the many preach,
Until he learns that he must lead the self-hood forth to die.

It is weak that man should dream he may journey down life’s stream
Leaning on the self-hood’s folly, and expect that life to save.

God has never wrote one line, never caused His truth to shine,

Save to hurry on the self-hood to its destiny — the grave.

Self, ’ tis easy to deceive and make it so believe .

That it may {)e saved by leaning on the God-hood in its stead.
Such is not the trath at all; darkness does the self enthral ;
Or it never could be victimized by lies so grossly bred.

Though the self-hood may be shocked, Go1 by it will not be mocked ;
He has purposed its destruction, and His purpose — it shall stand.
Truth to God-hood He reveals, from the selfhood He conceals ;

So we read the wondrous mystery as written by God’s hand.

One more thought as bearing on the two forces of liberty and necessity
which we are now passing underreview. As Liberty shows on the human
side, and Necessity on the divine side ; as the former is the negative and
centrifugal force, and the latter the positive and the centripetal force ; so
we shall find Reason an adjunct of the human and helpless side, and Zn-
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tuition or Divine Illumination on the divine and the only helpful side.
We have shown that the purpose of God provides that when man has
passed through the toilful tuition and travel that his inexperienced and
untutored liberty impels him to take, and mature thereby, so as to record
experimentally a state of no progress ; that he will then be contented to
take unto himself as helpmeet, and fsom pure affection and choice, the
divine necessity, and when these two are wedded then the created man in
the Divine image — that is male and female in one —will be wmani-
fested. While inexperienced and undeveloHed man is toiling pain-
fully up to the standard before him, he will call to his aid the assistance
of reason, and trust it fearlessly without stint or reservation,uatil he finds
that it pierces him through and through, and so shed his very life blood ;
or, like a rotten reed, gives way entirely under the weight of his helpless
and tottering form. But he must find out his mistake and then stand
corrected. He can only be taught by experience; he must drink the bitter
cup of disappointment right up to its very dregs.

But sooner or later he must and will find that reason alone, unassisted
with intuition, is only a mockery ever lending its worthiess assistance to
a weak and depraved side of human nature that cannot in itself make any
discovery worthy of consideration. When he makes this discovery he will
then open to another; man’s extremity will be God’s opportunity ; he
will then find the still small voice of intuition speaking from within his
very inmosts, rebuking proud and egotistical reason at every step, and
utterly falsifying the deductions of all merely materialistic science, no
matter what is its pretentiousness. Man’s free will, liberty, and reason
are together a strong trinity that hold him steadily to his destiny, and
will compel him to work it out steadily and thoroughly. But as the con-
sequences of such a course begin to accumulate, and so become more and
more aggravated, they will then begin to tell and fall upon him; and his
eyes will open — it may be very slowly at first —to the stupid blunder
he has committed, and as he stands thus in the ways to see, by degrees
the inner light will show and assert itself, and the potency of intuition
will eventuﬁly come to his rescue. Then the Divine Will, Necesxity,
and Jntuition will form a trinity that will very soon conquer or coalesce
with the trinity aforesaid, and when the two are wedded then will come
the consummation most devoutly to be wished ; then will come the ful-
fillment of the great purpose of God in man’s creation and redemption,
and the mystery of God will be complete.

Loving hearts and weeping eyes which the selfhood’s ways despise
Are appearing on the scene everywhere ;

And their numbers aye increase as they test the worthless peace
Holding thousands in its worthless snare.

Man, with liberty endowed, by necessity when cowed
Will resignedly and lovingly embrace,

‘What the will of God prepares to remove all curse and cares,
From the history of all the haman race.

Until man has drained the cup of the selfhood’s folly up,
~And thus turns upon his tracks outright;
He will never be a man modelled on the perfect plan
Of the Godhood viewing things in clearest light.
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Man at one end of the chain of causation is in pain,
Just because of making free with liberty ;

He must learn the consequence of his folly and pretence
Ere he falls in love with pure necessity.

Where adown the ages now does man'’s hist.urg' allow
He is standing, and what has he to expect !

Those who have the gift to say what the signs of times portray
Very clearly thus the will of God detect.

Man is either far away from the long expected day
When the mystery of God will be complete ;

Or the rapids now in sight running with resistless might
Will astonish and arouse him as is meet.

Never in the murky past with its features vaguely cast
Has such lightning speed of progress been secured.

What may happen any day now rapidity has sway
None can tell, but come what may, good is assured.

When necessity allures human liberty secures
All the pleasures and the profit it desires;

When necessity is fought cares and misery is bought
And the torment much resembles endless fires.

Can we see the dawn of day ? Will this night soon flee away ?
Yes: we see bright rays of light on hill-tops now.

Light is ecoming in apace and will save and bless the race
What frail man to urgent needs will quickly bow.

Hasten on the glorious day when necessity will slay
All that lingers of the selfhood and the curse,

Man is but a fool indeed when he does such sentence read
And continues madly on from bad to worse.

VEGETARIANISM.

THE number of eminent medical men who favor a vegetarian diét, at
least in the treatment of a large number of diseased conditions, is con-
stantly increasing. The following from Prof. Dujardin Beaumetz, of
Paris, presents arguments in favor of the vegetarian regimen, which, while
intended by the author to apply especially to conditions of disease, tell
with almost equal weight in favor of a vegetarian diet for those who are
suffering with no specific ailments : —

“The affections of the digestive tube or of the stomach, to which the
vegetarian regimen is applicable, are numerous. This regimen, in fact,
reduces to a minimum the toxines which enter the economy by the food.

“ Remember, in fact, what I told you last year, a propos o the ptomaines
aud leucomaines. As soon as death smites the living being, and at the
very instant when death appears, the ptomaines manifest their presence.
At first non-toxic, they become toxic from the fourth or fifth day which
follows death, and these substances are sufficiently deleterious to promptly
cause the death of animals to which they are administered. Among these
toxic alkaloids I will mention, particularly, neurine, mydaleine, putrefac-
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tive muscarine, methylganine, ete. Moreover, according to the animal
species, these ptomaines are morve or less active; thus putrefied fish fur-
nish a great number, such as ganidine, parvoline, and especially ethylene-
diamine. Mussels give mylotorine, which-is the cause of poisoning by
these mollusks. e find also certain of these ptomaines in ripe cheeses.
As man consumes a great quantity of animal substances whose time of
killing often goes back to eight or ten days, it is easy to understand what
a fruitful source of poisoning may he here found ; this danger is avoided
by those who adopt the vegetarian regimen.

« If vegetable substances may undergo putrescent alterations, these are
much less likely to take place with respect to vegetable than to animal
food. Hence this diet system becomes obligatory whenever, by the bad
functioning of the kidneys or digestive tube, the toxines may accumulate
in the economy.

* In the first rank we will place all those cases where there exists renal
insufficiency. Whether this insufficiency results from interstitial neph-
ritis, from catavrhal nephritis from fatty degeneration of the kidneys, we
should enjoin a vegetable diet. I shall return to this subject when I come
to speak of the treatment of renal insufficiency. In the dilation of the
stomach by gastric neurasthenics, this same regimen also gives good re-
sults. Lastly, in the putrid diavrheas, the vegetarian regimen is also
indicated.

* But there is another point of view in connection with which this reg-
imen gives good results. I refer to the irritations of the gastric mucous
membrane, — acute or chronic gastritis. In fact, this regimen demands
little of the stomach ; the labor of digestion is imposed principally on the
intestines, and the stomach is thereby given an opportunity to rest. Next.
in the dyspeptic troubles, properly so called, which result mostly from
modifications in the gastric juice. Whether it be an exaggeration or an
increase in the acidity of this fluid, this dietetic system enables us to cure
these affections without imposing any work on the pepsin glands. Lastly.
in the general diseases characterized by hyperacidity, such as the urie dia-
* thesis, we can still derive benefit from the vegetarian regimen.

“To sum up, then, and as the conclusion of this lecture, I would say,
if from an anthropological and physiological point of view, man is omniv-
orous, and may, accor?ling to climates and according to his necessities,
live on a flesh diet, or on a mixed diet, or on a vegetable diet, from a
therapeutic point of view the latter regimen, as applied to our climates,
constitutes a very important method of treatment, which is demanded in
a great many gastric and renal (kidney,) as well as general affections.”

t must be apparent to the most superficial thinker that a substance
which is likely to contain such an array of poisonous substances asis above
presented by the eminent professor named, can hardly be considered as
entirely wholesome as an article of food under circumstances except those
involving scarcity or other more wholesome articles. Certainly it would
seem that the knowledge that tlesh food becomes actually toxic, or poison-
ous, after the fourth or fitth day following death, and that such flesh may
contain, according to Prof. Dujardin Beaumetz, neurine, mydalcine mus-
carine, methalganine, ganidine, parvoline, ethylene-diamine, mylotoxine,
ete., is not well calculated to stimulate an appetite for flesh in one who
respects his body, and considers it a duty to maintain, to the highest de-
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gree possible, purity of blood and tissue. And what must be said of the
“ Christmas beef,” so much enjoyed by Chicago epicures, in which the
changes by which these poisons are formed, has been in progress for sev-
eral months. ? — Good Health.

PHYSIOLOGICAL OBJECTIONS TO FLESH—EATING.

There are a great number of objections to the use of flesh as an article
of ordinary diet. We do not propose to attempt to consider all of these
in this article, but would invite the reader’s attention to one or two points
of significance : —

1. Flesh food contains about three per cent of extractive matter, which
consists of excretory substances, and which would have been eliminated
from the animal through its organs of excretion if its life had not been
taken. Within the last twenty years, extensive studies have been made
of the nature of these excretory substances, and of their effcets upon ani-
mals and human beings when separated, and studied each one by itself.
As the result of these investigations, which have been carried on in the
most exact and scientific manner, it has been proved that a large share of
them are poisonous in character, some of them intensely so. Taking into
consideration the fact that the system of most human beings, especially
those living in civilized countries, and more particularly persons of sed-
entary habits, are all burdened with considerable quantities of these 