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SPIRITUAL SEANCES,

A lote 5 )
Che Worthy letter has lately a peared in the Man-
"a“:zt:; Lzaminer ang Times, on};hep subject of spiritual
Tehort, o p The.”'-z'amz'ner and Times, having printed a long
of 5 % Certain seances held in Scotland, which were not
from v, 28Ig -or satisfactory character, a letter ap(feargd
J ge, LAY, simply to request readers to suspend their
be drawnts and to helieye that a far different Iglcture could
Siop to 1.3s to what takes place at s2ances. - He took occa-
ot 1 S4Y that he did not go into details to prove this;
hir tn"“‘"g how far the editor would be willing to suffer

tor off; I explanation. At the foot of this note, tlllle,
follgy; o <*ed to open his paper to Fams Puay, and the

reﬂul‘zl;nﬁ letter, which appeared January 12th, was. the’
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T the Fdipor of the Examiner and Times.
1h—=In availing myself of your offer to give me space
Utyg) ¢ Other side,’ or, in other words, to show that “spi-

) Stances’ are not all scenes of confusion, aqd that the
to g5 Mena are pot o] unsatisfactory and rep(ulsp:e, I 'msh’
but Y that T q, 80, not as an advocate of * spiritualism,

wBply as an inquirer, who desires to avoid the hasty

Co; :
denClusmng which, in all ages, have led the multitude to

Noy C k
“pice or deride new sciences.

iy STSonally T}, “facts’ and explanations of
§ B Yy ope the ‘fa P 5
J'xllnguallm are truel;) for I confess that I want to believe
IWanEtmued. existence after what is called death, that
the g, to believe in the distinct continued personality of
arg yoonled dead, that [ want to believe the *departed
Cally at hand, not ignorant and unobservant of the
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or struggling pilgrims they have left behind. In & \bout
¥oconfess want to believe tgat my oldest friends are abo '
me NOW. This confession may tell agains mes Ll onlf
help it. It will not touch my ‘facts,” however:, ¥
help to account for my opinion, that it is neither eal
nor monstrous to say that the so-called dead are ‘I;h Jav®
still,-and that (not by miracle, but in accordance X ¥ 1)
of our bemg not yet understood, nor even beheve4 i once
they are, in certain conditions, able to prove B
and their power. n8 0%
“I have already admitted that much which .hafP:s and
that is ‘given’ ab these ‘spiritual soances’ is frIv0 0 dis
unsatisfactory ; I might, mdeed, say, repulsive anm_ it
lﬁ?:mmns . 'but, after all, that is only what the ® hfv
I laboratory has admitted for 3,000 years; i d path®
mits to-day. They who are secking in unmenknmm’
they who are exploring on the confines of the W0 must
must not mind disappointments and shadows; They | well
at first, expect to ‘see men as trees walking,’ ress
that the darkness is in them, and that, as the 8
and become wise, the truth will be seen- what
This preliminary explanation will serve to show W5
mean by ‘the other side, and why such facts 8% {'ess do
ported o us from Scotland, however they may :
not, deter me, or cause me t0 ° disbelieve.” . 1 i chard®:
he ‘spiritual phenomena’ are very varied in their 7 sed
ter, and what is called ‘ mediumship’ is, of cowrs® o son 10
in its nature. A ‘medium’ is, as we all know, AR This is
be suspected as an imposter, or ridiculed as @ fool. k/Why
the theory of the pu%lic and the press. €D aﬂVVh s
this need of ‘mediums’? They might as well ask— Vi in
need of telescopes in astronomy, of crucibles and ,retf; "t in
chemistry, and of a battery or something eq\}‘".mply 2
telegraphy ? = Spiritualists say that a ¢medium’ 18 & 2
person whose natural organism is susce tible 0 % 2o
fluence. 'That is the long and short o it THer® iled,
‘miracle’ in the case. It is all in accordance with sfvoul
though at present imperfectly understood  1a¥: ¥ giyms
indeed, be a rather suspicious circumstance if all ¢
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rofessors or adepts, but the truth is that ninety-nins
are t(fa hllndred, PTObapbl)’f 999 out of a thousand, ‘mediums’
bands 0nS, the daughters, the sisters, the brothers, the hus-
anq 2 OF the wives oF spiritualists. Many of these I know;
healg " that they are, as a rule, well bred, intelligent,
anq oy oReerful, and virtnous persons, incapable of lying,
6« not, ll_k(ﬁly to be SEIf-deceived. ;
chay, g truth, the phenomena relied upon are not of a
Scen, scter that makes ‘demands upon our ‘faith.” (?lliven o!;'
de]ibe gcd Circumstances that shut out the ib lty
as jt “Tate imposty e which would be as marvellously c ex('ff
e OUld be hideously wicked, and the case is at an enu;
confy "B 88, for what appens; you are not called Iicpmt]his
clearde 0 the ‘medium,’ ?shal now proceed to maﬂeman
Nearly o VAS, some time ago,.in the house of a gf:mg o
Dreg miles from my own home. A ‘me e
] op 0 bright, intelligent, but imperfectly e gca 2
0, Young Woman. She knew nothing of me, anW'th-
Ollf;y Sie_n e for g few minutes on the previous dayl';_1 ; lshe
coulgs‘mg' e a single question, she presently t.obe g i
She g; e Something she would like to descri Fia
i Lt o s e o
Ot hesitation, What she
obered g me t hen I was a mere boy,
W ars ago, W
b o TR R o
Chﬂdish kir L The incidents
descrjbe q Ove I8 not forgotten by me now. oy
liar, and, what the ou
arg Worl(‘iv oo 3 mature ol T deemed it utterly
i woul ivial, that 1 deeme
ig? SSible thjg stgar(:ggr 8?)f t}rler own knowledge, could I}alx;e
. h: Aquainteq with them. They were n_lcxdents, I thmld,
be l'i Never spoken of to anyone, and which no one wou
tig oy to know or remember but myself. But her descrip-
N Y0 time, place, events, and persons were marvel-
of ), Minute and accurate. She might have had a sene&s
degopsr 8718 before her ywhich she slowly turned over an
inbed ong by one. What she said was that she saw it
Showeq ; Sties of delicate pictures which my ‘spirit-sister
¢d her, I was not a believer’ at the time; but, from
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first to last, the whole thin o exquisitely touching, 50
beautiful, 50 charming in itfgs ‘,;ﬁﬁod of identification, lfrﬁ_l‘l)g
thing were true, that I should have felt a thrill of ho
if anyone had called the ‘medinm’ an impostor Or & 00 o
. On another occasion, in an unconscious or trancs e
(l_nto which ghe passed at once, and withoub s°li°1t’m-°nthe
aid from without), this same y’oun lady spoke to me in ped
name of this sister ; and, for nearly half-an-houf .touoan i
f;léd delighted everyone present by the simplicit
auty of her language. ~ At another time, in another P f‘hel,'
Z‘E 10 presence of another ‘medium,” phenomena of angiu ol
atz:-acter presented themselves. 1 sat with the I 5
th, v%-y small table, without a shred of covering o 51’1 )
14 middle of a large and well-lighted room. T weltl
ithl:)ot know my name and had never seen M€ th,.
ore w: hprehmm‘“}’ conversation we sat down; &% entle
ut ve aéi- been seated three minutes we heard &
call threy istinct sounds (those who want to 1av67 g
I’l'Oduce(in b raps;’ 1 should prefer to call them szgvery
ountain-h Y those who, ag spiritual beings, are at thef the
universe) ea'% of the ‘maryellons magnetic forces lf 4
sence of g |j fl medium said, ‘I think it indicates tte P
could ]f' ittle child. Suffice to say that, a8 M5 of
almost?“S questions, T got names, dates, and descriPeo,
veracit, ewf*ery ‘klnd., which I had not to €€ . of
which | 01 the ‘medium’ for ; the wonderful correct®® o
me wag aanone knew. One of the strangest things give tiny
stone whic}fll(la% copy of an unusual inscription on aurch‘
yard, near] ad only just been placed in & country °% o
Sages;’ wit}{t‘ilws) hundred miles away. The touching oof
and go litt] €Ir suggestions so full of meaning to give
you. c: understood by the - medium,’ I canno Great
Spirit tha(;(i1 only. say, my heart worshipe “'h.s et
casion ty ay as it had seldom done before. On eIt
more sinvo 10 T three things happened, however, whic e
fu oﬂ‘: r and demonstrative than touching and %r ader
my hands 0 or three minytes the little table rose “‘E P,
» and rose up go high that, even with stal ;flt% b

I could hardly keep my hands on. 'This happened
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Ve
X lglggd OCeurrence i the spelling out of messages.”  All
our mwg had thege letters signalled—P I LI F. It was
Who gq Pléce of what seemed ‘nonsense,” and the ‘medium’
believ(f fmed g itt]e annoyed at so absurd a reply to what I
SOmethi,::, ‘;] a grave question, said—* Le_zt us go on to
What ¢ Pil; y; sooap ] declined, and began casting about to find
Iy ‘Pi]‘f»l?lf,cou d mean, At last, I asked —What or who
Olice wlh . The answer came at once—‘Uncle.” I saw at
litt], bflt Wasmeant.  Ong of the very first playthings my
hog child eyey had was an old portrait of ‘ Uncle thni;'
Doese' Name gha learnt amongst her first half-dozen wo .
I’ult "% seem ridiculous that a little child *in heaven
ro 1S the phrage !) should ‘come down’ to talk to me
ol oL 8 tablo 7 Well, I am hardly sure. I think if she
i shg v 2 she would desire to be near me if she could. And,
aid gwas near me that day, and, by some natural law,
Ve y ol her g irit-friends, could ‘communicate,” I think it
Seﬁ‘y Probablg ghe would do or say something as like her old
by 8 possible, ¢ was an absurd-looking incident, I admit,
Chapgg oo intensely human, and it put out of court the
Dle ik Mposture, for when the letters came no one wa]g
238ed, anq'y, one knew what they meant. It was when

soovereq their ing that the table rose up as I have
de]fc”be.d- canﬁﬁ%nﬁgﬁ; it if the scornful lsugh at all thiss
10w it q]] happened in broad daylight, and that thousan

anﬂ tens of thousands have had experience of similar thu:gaz
o UL, ag for ‘table-lifting,” if that is what men wan Ay
hDroof, let me tell what 1 saw with my own eyes In the
ase of g friend whom I know to be intelligent, honest,
5 Teligioys. A large dining-table, round which twenty
Delsong could it ro:g up from the floor two or three feet,
Wiﬁhout a han, ’touching it, and, after (_)scxllatmg for a
‘: ile, gently descended to the floor. This was done, we
3 told, nog because the unseen ones cared for such
ts, but because we sought and needed such
eDI‘oof's_’ When I saw this I was not excited; and the
tog Bappened iy presence of fourteen persons, who met
Sether in gy earnest and devout manner, and agreed to
oBet thej ‘stance’ with a reading from the Scriptures and

t
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as ocourred &

ﬁrayer; and what happened that evening b an who onee

undred times before and since. A cle
saw 1t said it was of ‘the devif.’ I forrgo);llg am nob dls:
P(flsed, to be positive either way as to the heavenly of h?u'
ish origin of these phenomena, ~ All I know is—they 70
mf 1':?1 get the facts first, whether they please us or mi)né
W fen let us pass on to account for tixem by educ
vs atter due classification of phenomena. .
sent I my own house, with only two or three persons gds
= ft’ we have had in the quiet of our own room, souh 1"
and low, or rapid and loud, for an hour toget ent
eve%ekl‘?Ounds were wonderfully modulated to, reprﬁ;l;
i Ty kind of motion or thought. They gave.mgl ans i
cou(ties?ons, and more than once kept admira le t!u}lmut
our' o almost gay tun:}, to our subdued singing, or Wb by
hese ompany. I shall not easily forget the playmg’t;if 4
melod Soux}l(‘ig aloneg, in the quiet of the night, 2 be&uw
the so{ind hree of us gat in the centre of the T00M “,
sat, Thissx }Ver: pro_duce;l four or five feet from WHCT
it ow, is only vulgar ‘spirit-rapping:
gg: lgxlggétt It happened ,y anng do 1110t know Y’Vhy Ishould
phrage, ¢ ttute for the phrase ‘spirit-rapping the
m our 7Pmt-telegmphy 7 Tt is true we who are 80
comm, il ay houses, need wires and an apparatu$ ' =,
Teaso ml;l over the current ; but the supposition 18 lflthis
matell'lial e that a man out, of the flesh does not need & .
Ko u‘}r tadckle to put_him at once en rapport Wit ¢ the
universe,?a y called ‘ the marvellous magnetic forces ©
113 :
song O:t several oceasions, T have sa with a number of ‘3’5;,
g e rlangers to one another and to the ¢ medium, Hheit
past l'fe ¢ss, described departed friends and scenes A
for mI © 1N & most astonishing manner. On_one 0%
¥ su cire than an hour, we were all inexpressibly lmr]?ir%ro o
Othercll‘ o) fualy 815 of character as I have never hea e
Y one ;ps. . The ‘medium,” in a half trance, t00% uribed
the cha O Pleces ; and, in a low and serious vo1¢¢, d Sﬁ one:
Some }aCtem’ the peculiarities, and the lives of ¢
of us the ‘medium’ had never seen at all ; 10

clumsy
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hag .
‘séange??nh taken into the half-darkened room after the
of these o, ad-com’,nf’ﬂced, having arrived late. On one
Tooy, o é!casxon‘s (m‘ Mancbester) a gentleman entered the
trang, 8t the wedium,’ who was at that moment in a
1t wi L ‘ate, at onee took a penecil, wrote a message, signed
ey o, Mitials, and pushed it past twenty rsons, to the
Confagg % Who Immediately recognised the initials and
Once fo] the appropriateness of the message. This was at
and g . owed by g escription of the sender of the message,
e yy, iy and minyte account of her last days; with not
e ord to distress or repel but much to soothe and win,
Singy Celtleman, though very exacting, acknowledged the
“Dedjy ACCUTACY of the description. The eyes of the
‘camlum Were closed, she was unconscions, and when she
Loy (;lto herself, gjio kner nothing of what had oceurred.
i tsg o adg that she was between one and two hundred
Undpeq .lhoflle. and that she had never been within a
“In o 2lles of the place before. ;
havelﬂ 1y own housef) some of my own kindred and friends
“Ch ‘used’ a5 ‘medinms.’ One, a student of divinity,

Tance state g in language earnest and well
?bosen, of noble ’mfﬁ,ﬁ?’onxy calculated to elevate and
: ers have their hands moved to write with
the dma”}’ rapidity. The characters are u}lhke' any
it gthemselves employ, and, in many cases, the ‘medium,
is ot fo]lowing the pencil, is unable to say whether what
o ften jg Poetry or prose, a jest or a prayer. Sometimes
tal, Writing g done with such force and rapidity that it
We by, 2B Minutes to decipher it; and on these occasions
Bemiar C had Surprising resufts. In one case, I well remem-
kne the “meqyy was a cultured and intelligent lady, who
Staiw very little of ‘spiritualism,’ and who was as much
o tled g any of us at what proceeded, time after time,
to ™M hey and, forcibly moved and used beyond her control,
Swep 1 lat which she knew not ; for, in this way, in an-
thig ¥ to questions, we hayve had particulars given of which
i Tedium’ ko nothing.
1 other £ases, an alphabet and pointer are used. The
ad i forcibly or gently moved to point out letters, as in
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the other instance it is moved to write them. o OEI%
gf‘s’cer is ’thns ‘used.” At one ‘seance, | remembeb it.

message’ affected her to tears, for she was obse 4 the
She then hid her face in her left hand, b“t,”‘nowe inter
right hand to go on finishing the ¢ messages He %otake
flying from letter to letter almost faster than I coul
them down. The latter portion of what was thus SPE © g
the ‘medium’ knew nothing of, as she kept her qlosed b
in her hand. I might add to this, *R‘
mediumship’ is rapidly spreading, and is 8 seftle
per‘l‘mps ten thousand English homes. b
But I must not trouble you further. My Emtemﬁr’y
%’11111; ?v;:-e, is very imperfect and nece ily fmgmePeA a1e
iy ve, perhaps, said sufficient to show how VATl ¢
e phenomena and the forms of ¢ medinmship; embracub‘
:Ell'lt-seemg, trance-speaking, the moving of heay 3
le?:ces, the production of sounds, writing, & 1hate thab
the nohroom for comment ; but rmit me 0 ?dd’ u
noty who enter into the investigation of this subject I1’;01‘1
comex1’°9tap?rfectly smooth path. - They wil long tofol' o
i munion with those they love, and t}y)'ey may bes quré
th, e,hgrueuy disappointed.” But what if they can be o
Tlfy inﬁa held communion with some unseen iI‘teulge:;‘ion
3}} perhaps be repelled by confusion, con_trad.lc m"
i:,la.n olly; but these very things will, in. certad c;rcueen
Saio be in themselves startling proofs that the WH G
whg ) interpenetrates the seen, anl(i that there 13 akno b
tha.: , when we really understand it, will enable us t0
it V?/'U}T old companions are near. Jish
and Ifa’ moreover, we consider how maity false, i‘oovel‘),’
da confused beings we send into the Spirit’wofld eften
yi:i:t need not surprise us that spirit communion 0 e
Ylue iz only false, foolish, and confused results. Bub jon
%h:xs'el?on is—a,re the proofs of some intelligent 0™
e cat may be that the inferior. grades © 4
gs can more readily approach and make usil\e Jaws

carthly conditions, an s

: ) that, until we master

Brinch' govern such communion, we shall be at the I ¥ (?rf
these inferior grades, But it may also be, t at patien®



9

::113 I@ﬂ“’ and knowledge and purity, will lead to progress;
of th, b as we approach in our own natures the condition
3 Woe higher grades, we shall approach their company. In
ness’r : W€ may now be only groping amid the ‘outer dark-
Moy, &b the Palace door, Presently, when we are wiser and
no ~itfor 1t, we shall be able to enter in.  Meanswhile, let
ki an desplse him who is seeking for the truth, nor deride
068 anything to prove true those blessed words,
ancjp 1ot all ministering spirits 7’ or those Stlél ﬂ:)re
the 1t words, iy angels of the Lord encamp round about
W that foqy Him.’—~Yours respectﬁlllx,FuR .
€ .
hy P'E'\I Wish to intimate that II: 1xaveh.nﬁw;’ sﬁlrd c?)llirl
s dn di task to whic our-
. mﬁm};iOD gzl,slf(l‘l(? r!%]ee,o in,:l]};hat I shall not enter into

GPDthme on the subject. It is a subject not for discus-

8l 7
o 00 bt £ Investigation,

(B BENEFICENT NECESSITY. i
OB DiSCOurseS of Daily Duty and Daily Care,” by
Th the Rev. John Page Hoppz.] il

U8 i5 the mg -day, in no bald, common-
:‘(imei but in 4 501182 v(fr t'c.realyand very significant, hia crea~
o :lei? ft‘;lir&umsmn%s," rlemmed izlxl on alltsi;iecsa Bsye tcif‘chrx;g

. “cessi is this, not be : 3

Stancag = ttc::s‘slty. Bu!: he 1s-~ e

an ‘hich he is obliged to ~

;guse they al}',e avtzxtloizfl;llxznces which, for the most part}‘

h'e unfaltbf““)’ received. For man is man, and master o

hls fata by only so when he wills to be master, and _W_hen

0; CI‘eaﬂy Sees and faithfully holds by the golemn conditions

iu 1.118 Wastership,  For though a man should ‘I;hgnk to

st:Itllfy !}imse]f and his wasted life by this plea of . circum-
tie o nvolving that other plea of “ Necessity,” I think

Cip Answey would be both clear and plain :— Cregtures of

threllmstancesn we are, nay ! children of Necessity; but

recqugh what avenues, and under what conditions, have we
2 Cived thq influence of circumstance and Necessity ? ' Is
our oz 4 circumstance,—our well-poised strength of
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intellect, with conscience, that mysterious force withi Wl:gg
both marshals the powers of life and directs theirmar® pub
destiny 2 ““The necessity worked itself out 1" Yeﬂ,h. h
when the enemy came where was the sentinel on that I8
and beautiful wall of the robust will ?  Yes; if 218 DECES nd
that the bad should result in bad, while carelessness 4
credulity pinioned the arms, and dulled the courage;
prostrated the will. It was necessary, and it ever the
necessary, that when the field-weed’s seed is carried ]];ring
}Vlnd into the garden ground, it shall spring uP e ighful
orth weeds: but where is the watchful eye, 80C.
i{’ll-“t, and willing hand, to make it a ruling necessity 1d 38
: ils garden shall be kept choice and clean ? " o8
‘?Itqf necessities ; not as our enemies, bub 88 out r%?fhat
eI oomeN R an = dLie field-weed, by its presence 1 -
usa all grow among your flowers.” So it is,” you rept{‘*ese
nm?l ‘1“ isputable necessity, under certain condit1onsi7 Dy
Williix Y &Ilno_ng the rest, that I and the fowls 0 £ g1Ov;
bt 'tg: t is a necessity that, being there, you MU
bei 1t is a superlative necessity that I put an end 16 2 the
eing there.” And if there be any doubt as to which18 2
ullgxmate necessity, the problem can soon be_solve )/
Sf ll,f‘ll, vigorous attempt, So in the more gerio
of life, and on the lowest and most ordinary grouR. . it
:ng at this spectre of Necessity as & spectre, ad
b0 be such, the best thing, nay, the only thing & W e
tﬁave man can say is this :—kanow not, what 181 and
e:.d evil or the good—in this event ; here theretore "
ready for manfullest battle : maybe that is the great that
sity. Or he will say, with one who has well takel tless
higher ground :—I know I am girdled by this relennot:
ring of Necessity ; but what is include({l therein 1no¥

‘c . 4 on
perhaps “ freedom is necessary.” 1 will “P e Selfdﬁ”
{8

W)

an

the side of Fate, and say that a part of Fate is the /¢

of man.” 'That would golve the groblem ina transcendiniy
victorious manner, For if we pursue the P antom® ool
last hu’lmg-pla.ce, it will turn out to be the greatest remuke
of God’s world of Harmony +and Order ; not P tio p
and spectral, but very beautiful as *‘ the angel of the



11

We

St si".’ as the ancient prophet saw, that God has no
that jg ‘: tich has not jtg correSpondiIx}g “ Beauty,”—nay !
& fajpap b(:) 1ts own Beayt ; and that He never gave to man
"ministe On than when fTe girt him about with Law—a
fop evil . TIg spirit” fop good, and not an “avenging angel’’
Asdhe accepted by the wise and the brave as tﬁeir

Fop ), their Friend, i .
Covery the S-ee?: lOOIiing this iron Necessity in the face, dis-
i Ho at it is not blind,—that it is not a dead Force but
thyyg L—not a stupendous power that breaks our hope
Surety, thrts our endeavour, but the benignant pledge and
Were " of At secures to yg g full reward ;—the oath, as it
feal‘fl,llo the Eternal, that our harvest shall be sure. To the

but tan 4 unfaithful it seems to say—"‘ This shall be:
Shalt li he,,mse man it says—*‘ Fear not : this do_and thou
4 HOtlve; for, by him, the strong arm of Fate is seen to
light ; “lone, bu guided by the far-seeing eye of Him whose
of per}:s the light of perfect wisdom, and whose life is the life
lever 1 2 A0Ve: - Nor is this faith essential only to the. be-
1 the freedor of man and the Providence of God :
shollldI]llt © most ahject believer in Necessity and Fate
W AVe some such faith as this in the bg;ckground é else
hipy 7 3*antee has he that; even Necessity is sure ! Grant
of g q 3t ho ig  « creature of circumstances”—the subject
Say , oiinang N ecessity that no resolution of his can gain-
B&ry’ they ask him how he knows that Necessity is neces-
be n;\or Whence he derives his conviction that 1t can never
is the Y00 If there be no Mind, no Will behind it, where
§ Pledge of its continuance ? The necessity, after all,
for'a) "eak down Jije other things, and be such no long‘;er,
in fayo® Know,  Thyg the very man who dethrones God
Own T of thig spectre of Fate, needs above all others to
g“aPaHlm as Lor(f)e and King, since his Necessity has no
they, %tee, "0 Necessity, apart from an imperial Will. Come,
awfy] Wy bmther, thou who hast lost thy God.m the
3 arch of Jayws that seem so stern—of a Necessity that
ud Bide nof gyep for our prayer, ‘O come, let us worship
iy g down ; Jeg us kneel before the Lord our Maker, for

18 oup (3o . :
h od: and we the people of His pasture, and
§ His han d.”m peop pes
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MESSAGE FROM THE LATE REV. JoHN
PIERPONT.
NECTED
B

[To ms COUSIN, WHO DESCRIBES THE CIRCUMSTANCES CiNL TR

WITH IT IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS, CONTAINED N %
ADDRE! ! NEWSPAFEY
#82D o TRE *BANNEE oF LIGET," BTN 2

oF THE 17T Oct., 1868,

me
“ Accompanying this I send you two papetd P“".P°rtm§’
to be communications from the late Rev. John Pierpoit
who was a cousin of my mother, which the author fefl“es
me ‘to forward for publication in the Banrer 0 ot
. “I am not a Spiritualist, never attended bub o1° o
g‘f{ in my life, never met with a circle, never Wil nessoC oo
gpmltual manifestations, with the exception of singular B
onal experiences, for which I eannot account upon A8Y - g
supposition than the reason assigned by the mystert
Bm}fcé whence they came—that is, that Tama med.mrn.n
Ih l’gn three occasions since the death of Mr. Pleflp?ld;
][_‘f’:"e een impelled to write, I know not why: Altho f)y
perfectly conscious in other respects, my hand is MmOV 4
iﬁmethmg besides my own volition ; nor do 1 know 2 “:ous
ab I write until it is completed, when I read it. Pfev‘on.
to writing the first one which I send, I was pcrfectly “nc‘-)n(,
scious from 8 o’clock in the evening antil 9 the follow} P
}nornm.g‘, when T asked for pencil and paper, and w10 e}0 e
ore arising from bed. I mention this to ghow you tha e
?.ne who hqs Never seen any demonstrations, and 18 not & !
11ever, it is somewhat remarkable. It proves to 19 o
east, that there is something more than jmaginatio®
your faith.”] it ol
. Why do you speak of us as dead? hat which i3 plan? of
is not dead—it is laid away in the earth ; but the germ i
a new body is there, * * * # We left you,—— h tb\;é
our hodies, the material part, passed from your V1€ e
we are with you always. ~ A silent band, we gather Mi(i}t'ht
you in your hours of quiet and of rest. When the 3 w8
shadows _%a.the.r over the hills, and the soft, gentle lﬂﬁ“en,che
of the stilly night shut out earth and its tumults Omlt b
soul, and the mysteries of our being make themselves 17 p
the heart, we are with you, You cannot see U by
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heart po,s .
ﬁ;ﬂses thl?ilslttl;n :hto the music_of the unseen world ; your
W € touch ofinvis-%]harmony of the life above, and you feel
b CIght of « thou 'hte hands upon tl’z,e brow, wearied with the
yggn your heartsgto Sut hat breathes” and if you would but
°heerre3m’ and Otherss’w;fl:idsb;hﬁltmlr)gﬁ WSS‘ﬁghfﬁ, f;ﬁ
WOI“Id sPeﬁ: to?ﬁe“’ay by the eloquence with which you
“J Oﬁrlln I)’?é:‘r ﬁie’?dxznd cousin, When first you were told
i 1g Piint 18 dead,” you said in your heart, “Oh, I
ang there itle might fa]] upon me,” Wishes are prayers,
our Vt’el;‘wIs onue standing near you, who, ever watchful
i because of the immortal love she bore you,
g ang b::) Prayer as it arose upon the wings of the morn-
nfangg 1T it upward. I was new in spirit-life then. As
frony thass first open. their eyes to the light of day shrink
tal ap Sudden brightness, so those who put off the mor-
Une m SsSumne the immortal are bewildere by the change.
Weig edm(li]ent Surrounded by cares, sorrows, and fears,
Omo“'n by the infirmities of the physical nature ; the
an ¢, then » Wounting up like eagles, free from all that
%pheresg € Spark of Divinity, roaming through the bright
uf of the new world that has burst upon the view.
4 sent to yoy with words of cheer and words of
You sho 1 I tolq you I would be with you ; that by my aid
Otherg u'd both speak and write words that would be to
thl'ou hglad tidl'llg‘s of great joy. I have been near you
% 0&' al Your wanderings, have known all your struggles,
They, & trials with the world, the flesh, and the devil.
ave prr Who ach, as I once believed, that spirits who
heq enassed to a congenial sphere—to what theologists _call
Of thoss o0t fee] or s thize with the griefs and trials
Cavey '}hey have left behind. They say it would not be
falge o é there were sorrow there. This is not true. ~ Oh,
of 3 ], bl".“l leaders ! how little they know of the power
Jacob’svle Which surviyes the decay of the body, and, like
the Tiee l';lgdder, reaches from those blessed shores, back to
ho i that are sorrowing below, encouragement and
ave felt,—I have sympathized with the struggles
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through which you haye passed, as the influences which y;]ﬂ_
have felt, but could not understand, have prompte )

from time to time, to listen to the whisperings of you >
na.&ure, while pride and prejudice were holding you bac! o
You know my history, though it was only as @ cirth
that you heard it. You know that I had pride of b ‘.

Ende. of intellect, and pride of position. And now ¥
rllm(')w Somethmg, by experience, of the fie furnacethro;li%e
W 111ch I passed, as the flames of martyrdom of that Pthe
:9d ed above my head, as I felt myself compelled to stem o

i (l)f Opposition, and combat error and sin in their m
g;’plll ar forms.  You know my enemies sneered,
Va,)i’nozeg and trusted friends turned coldly from me
after tn Lavours to turn me from ‘the error of my
as to LyIng in vain to induce me at least to remain i
thous m({ peculiar views, He who attuned the }-mrpthose
ANd strings, only knows what I suffered during ke
Was passing through the transition from

Years when [ k
ub I was strengthened by invisible han®™

r inner

n
and eve

: after
way,
gilent

ness to light,

?lrllg llfd b({ a way I knew not, until at last, I stoo “unﬁ
Test 1‘03 lane of freedom from rejudice, an zhize
Wilt}.l 14 Now ean [ forget all this, or fail to symP‘;h i
L another, who, with far less of physical streng ]
Passing along the same thorny road ? Ylmvc been nem'y'

I your darkegt; hour; I have known your heartac es

et uc
zg;,tﬁfxrde when you approached the awful brink of df?tufe,

contemplated laying down the burden ero

which you th &
encircled t])ex? %ghlt was too heavy to bear. Bub yofely

i on-

y loving arms, and they bore you 53 1

rey et who B&Vge you new lifeyand hope, ““%ht}:.s
i 1c:urf:a.m was lifted ; and now I rejoice; and t (ascao}mve
seen ma you are emerging from the shadows. 10U
clouds afny a time, the face of the landscape darl.sene
loo 0% Mish, 80 that the eye could scarcely PIEr® jig
ﬁ d'.”; but, suddenl ; the sun would burst forth ro?;'ted,
le 1m the east, and’the curtain of mist wou
slowly but surely, until at length the last fold woul o
wafted away in the blue ether. and morning shone fortdl ik
undimmed splendour, 8o it will be with you. Thelong a
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g;g:f ¥ Prejudice i Passing from your heart, and the light
miﬂaie Sun of 0 is dawning upon you. = You have a
the ,'on’ Which oy will accomplish perfectly. Be true to
dice o light, and fear not, Cast away pride and preju-
"“d,wallld °Pen your €yes to the light that is entering slowly,
SPring.q e the friends who approach you with this glad
of glagﬁlme’ for they are coming with the fragrant blossoms
s and hope,

\__—
THE PLANCHETTE.

Mgy hette in
ity Jor .- Burns I i enofthePlancep
llatillat"“ form, "7, ?ﬁ"etxé‘ii";-iffy“ﬁade. and seems particu-
lnedy' dapte] for use in the development of W;’m‘
bey, ms, A such, it is of great value. A pencil is p ¢
wOofi“h th.e extreme end of a thin heart-shaped P’ece%
{or the 1,210 0n Very easy eastors ; the top is large enoug
mayhf hands” of ¢ persons, if desinic}, %ﬂd ‘;hﬁas";’ls‘("”g
2 ¢ 8ot with eat rapidity. Mr. Burn
gf;icigp. Paplfl‘ Welfradapteg for hwntbl;g mﬁ‘te g:g
oL, however, is, that when S i
15 ve val rpose as a developing instru A
the Mediymy, 3}” pl;g&l: é’;p]y to hold a pencil in the hand.

NOTICES OF BOOKS.

The 4] : mystery.” By Edward
N, pha: 5 revelation but no }' Camber-
We]ll_) “ays. . A new edition. London: J. Burns, Ca

18 15 a book full of original and valuable thought.

I?frappling With some of the greatest problenlis of ?uﬁgﬁ
i attempt ¢, solve them is made so pleasant, i
iuch : om, wit, and originality of method, that vltlegyit ph
e Heed be Jefy hehind. We heartily comme 1
i d thoughtful spiritualists.

: eSt-mind d th first
DRl o LB e A
g’t’}}ncl les of Truth and Life, We sce that } f “Human

fred tho work, with the February number o

Nature’” for the small sum of two shillings.

a—
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Modern Spiritualism ; its claims to investigatiohs Bolie
an account of certain remarkable manifestations ation
experience of the writer, and directions for the formLon;
and conducting of spirit circles.” By James o 1T
don: J. Burns, This is an exceedingly usefl. o pus
cheap pamphlet. Its special use will be, in its beit6 Fy;
1nto the hands of beginners inquirers, or doubtert
8lves a well-written and pr’ctty complete sUrvey "
phenomena known to ys at present.

“Scepticism and § iritualism : the_experiences O'f
SC@Ptl‘L’P By the autIl)loress of * Aurelia.” Lon a(:.ng;,ble
eurnsi. An intensely interesting account of reu(ll The
czgelnilqces, evidently written by a Pm"tised- i of the
g ocu g pages contain a very telling summing UP% e
G © case, and an appeal to the English public;

rests of candoyy ang of a fearless love of truth:

Da;i'ghe Lphgosoph of Death.” By AndrcW g;(;klflﬁ
contains th%n On: J. Bumns. This interestmghpscene

account, of th kable * deat ts
Z(l)gwed by the Author,” inlgmﬁfany valuable .thol‘l:};n
se acre r,? lgg the “spiritna] principle ” and its condition
I:‘ Sil o from *“the body of this death.”

Pritualism versug Positivism : being a lette
challenge to G, 1. Lewes, Esq. Professor Tyndalh
Ze;iﬁ: c@corum. By (. Damiani, London: J. Bt ohal-
lenae. e thoroughly disapprove of moncy bets heartly
wish s methods of getting at the truth = but We 25 e

3 one of the gentlemen named would acoP

present one, 1l
* Spiritualism : g . J I T d
it Rt D s
intrg)(iarlences of a varied but elementary kind. have
ouctory observations and the reflective chaptes. vers
conmdemble merit, and deserve the attention of beie is
and unbelievers, ¢ understand that Mr. J: B
supplying the hook at a cheai) rate,

r ﬂudﬂ;



THE LAMENTATION OF

IDDO-

t\l.'lx men of Judah ! list and hear
e lnfnentation of the seer, (*)
who sits fast bound, and mourns in vain

yet cannot his deep grief contain. ;X
Woe is me seer 1ddo!

At birth'(so said my Levite sire),
my lips were touched with hallowed fire,
and wealth and honour did not cease

to bless me, while I held my peace.
“’oe is me seer Iddo !

; But at the last I waxed so great,
dreaded neither church nor state;
and I assailed, with reckless hand.

the old traditions of the land.
Woe is me seer Iddo!

And wondrous strange 1 gaid was all
concerning Adam’s birth and
the flood—the promise—Moses’ 1ight—
b

the pillars guiding day and nigh
woe is me seer Iddo I

30 wilderness—the sun's delay,
at Joshua might have light to slay,
the fleece of Gideon—Balaam’s ass—

and all, they say, since came to pass.
Woe is me seer Iddo !

(*) 2 Chron. zvi. 10.
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