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CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE
AMORC COLLEGE. LIBRARY

Only Members in good standing in the A, M. O R. C. are eligible
to Membership ‘in the AMORC College Library. Before a Library
Membership Card can be issued, the applicant must show the Lodge

Librarian his regular Membership card, with dues paid within the
time limits of the Lodge.

Each Lodge will be served by 2 Lodge Librarian, appointed for the
putpose af supplying the AMORC MONQGRAPHS to Library Mem-

trers each month. Members of Lodges cannot secure these Mono-
graphs in any other way.

Tn securing a Monograph from the Lodge Likrarian, each Libraty
Member must present a Library Membership Card with coupotis
attached. The Librarian will demand one coupon each month in
exchange for a Monograph. The Coupons bear the Member's number.
as well as the Serial Number, on the copy of the Monograph. The
Coupons are, therefore, receipts from the Library Members for Meono-
graphs received from this Library. All such coupons (receipts) are
forwarded by the Lodge Librarians monthly te the Chief Librarian

at the Supreme Grand Lodge and filed in each Member's record
ehvelope.

The AMORC Monographs, oi which this is a copy, are loaned,
not sold, to Library Members, {or an indefinite term, as stated on the
back of the Membership Cards. Each Member is bound to return,
npon ‘demand from the Chief Libratian, every copy of these Moneo-
graphs, when his or her interest or association with the Order is
terminated. These conditions of Membership are agreed to by the
acceptance of the Membership Card and the giving of coupons
{receipts) monthly.

- Every topy of the AMORC MONOGRAPHS is the property of
the AMORC College Library of the A. M, O. R. C.

MEMBERS MUST NOT LOAN THIS MONOGRAFH TO
ANYONE, NOR CAN IT BE SOLD OR OTHERWISE DIS-
POSED OF EXCEPT AS STATED ABOVE.



THE IMPERATOR’S PERSONAL.
"MESSAGE

[r 53

The Annua! Address tb All Members, in’ Which the

Imperator Explains the Paramount Problems
of Our Order.

It is some time gince I addressed z long or detailed message to
my Brothers and Sisters on the subject of our principles and the »ork
we have in hand, and it seems propitious now to come before my kin
with a message of love and c¢ncouragement and point out to them
whaﬁi we have to be thankful for as the ll-{-[" year of 3271 draws to
a close.

How natural and appmprmtc it sccms to call all of jruu my kin!
While the fraternal relationship that exists between us 15 that of
true Brothers and Sisters united by the tics and bonds of essential
Brotherhood, there has grnwn in my heart and consciousness in the
past year the feeling, the realization, that ye are my children, all of,
and in ope family. The sense of futherlmnd, of parent-guardian, over
one large family of children has made itself so manifest, and in the
various tests, trials and tribulations so revealed its potential right,
that at times the responsibility seems epormous and increuwsingly in-
gpiring to grealer work.

To-day, the minds of thc multitudes are charged with wondrpus
thoughis for the reconstruction and immediate evolution of hiniin
rights, privileges and freedom. The days of feudslism and slavery
pave way to freedom of body and life; and for centuries autocricy
with tyranny has held man’s mind and thoyght in bonhdage; now is
demanded, everywhere, the freedom of iind and soul so thot man
- phy Slﬂﬂ.llf, micnibally, and spirvitpally may be a free agent to that degree
of understanding and competent reasoning which each has gradually
attained through knowledge and experience, -

AUTOCRATIC SUBSTITUTION

But, while our last few years of world confusion and strife have
tought us that tyrannical autocracy is not only adverse to man's evolu-
tion and progress,~aside from the limitations of happiness and peace,—
we have learned: also that relief from such pressure and evil can come’

enly through the kind and humanitarian autoeracy of loving mastcr
minds.

The em]mg of the world war reveasled to us that onl by the
substitution of humune antacvacy for the inhuman, the unsclﬁsh for the
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erlfish; ilie nolle- for -the ignoble, conld man's ways and means for
thé accomplishment. of peace 'and prospefity, happiness and progress
be effectively applied and madé -potent. . .

- Within the saura, the immediate environment, of every sane ahd -
-eonstructive man, woinan and child, there are ways and mcars, - abil-
ities ond capabilitles, assels nnd powers, possibilities and agencies for
the evolution of sclf and others, individually and collectively, te that
degree of perfect living to which we, as Hosaserncians  and many
othcr associate bodies are striving. Bauat, tyrannical auvtocracy makes
thesc ways and means, these many powers and possibilities, impotent,
—ugeléss and limited,-wheress, lhe kindly and loving auntocracy of a
dhsclfish mind directing the efforts of all toward the one gloriouz al
conimon to all; makes latent powers mighty and brings strength to
thé unity of human progressivé endeavors.

Political and material demderacy docs not warrant or justify s
similar scheme in the matter of mental and spiritual evolution. The
father of a family, cannot scll or hold In bondage and glavery: his
¢hild despite the moral and legal rights he may have in the possession’
- of his child: but while the child has its tights, its freedom of body
and its choice of individual expression, the very laws, the same reason-
ing, which denicas to ‘the father the right to absolute and unlimited
possession of 2 child, grants him the reasonable autocratic direction
-¢f _his mental, moral and spiritual advancement and cvolution.

~ T'his, for the child,—the mind in the making, the soul in its un-
foldment. - And, when we enter the school of life’s legsons, of the

mind's rc-awakening, we enter as children, regardlcss of cur age and
pur polifical status.

If, as children of immmature age, wé are in. need of autocratle
direction in the development of objective faculiies and inaterial abil-
lties, how much moré are we in need of autoeratic direction later in

life, in the development of the subjective faculties and the immaterial,
spiritual powers within and without us?

. Are the pitfalls of ingorance, and evil which surround us as
children any greater ovr more disastrous te our future than the pitfalls
of superstitton and false teachings which are set in our pathway
through life after ehildhood? : '

All this leads us to realize why our Order has, and will maintain,
an autocratic form of government,—an autocracy of love ﬂ.nd\ kind-
ness, with firmness and justice, consideration and mercy.

At the lnst National Convention held in New York at our Su-
preme Grand Lodge Temple, twa of our Grand Masters came to me
after the Jast session and said: “Brother Lewis, we did pot know, did
not even concelve, that you could be o austere in your autocracy as
you have been throughout this Convention. - Despite the fact that -you
are the Imperitor of our-Qrder, we have always looked upen you,
and outside of the Lodge addréssed-you, ag oar ‘Brother': but now
we recalize that yon arc preperly the autocratic ruler of sur Order.
It is this power and direction in your hands that has saved the Order
from its eneémies; and your ikindness and justice azs Imperator have
won for you the Love of your members.  Séldom has this heen true
of a roler and these he ruled.”

I cite tliis statement not because of Its compliment, but because it

strikes a key-note that shoild be the topic' of a ¢onsiderable message
to:our members.
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THE POWERS IN DARKNESS

"The 1918 Convention is paeged and my thirty-ifth year ha.s come
to a closc. . Both the Order and iysclf have safely passcd the most
trying periﬂd of existenee fraught with scvere tests and expcrjences,
designed to overthraw the one and bring oblivion and loss of power
to the other. DBut, with thanks and apprecintian for the love and
lﬂyalty as well as f:iir-mindrdnfss anid diserlinination of most of our
paembers, and with honor to the autecratic power ptaced in my hands
Ly my Brothers and Sisters, the Quvder iz stronger in oumber of mem-
bers and number of Kodges, and greater in power through the love
ardd sacrifices of all who have suffered with me, than it wag last year,
This is the angwer to the machinations, the schemes, the ambitions,
the falsehoods and the dishonerable attacks of our encmies.

Several great lessons have been taught to us by the fire in the erueible
as it burncd during the past seven months. It is well that. we take
“these lessnna seriousty enough to find vilue in reviewing them. TFirst,
it may have scemud trite and mcere abstraction to say that gtmdnesa
will always find strength in the resistence of evil. We speak of Light
and dnrl{nvss, truth and falschood, unsclfishness and sclfishness as
opposing powers; in an abstract way we say that these are positive
anc negalive qualities or clements, and that to the positive alone should
we attribute any active power. Wo are prone to bolieve that every
attempt to “spruad the ILight” mercly arvouses the passive ardipathy
ur disapproval of darkness; we think of darkness as delighting in its
tranguil achromatism apd Infecund caistence,~—sine prole. Dul how
we must realice and ever keep in mind that darkness shelters nn in-
habited world; shrouding, as it were, a trenchant, poignant, caustic,
mordant, cschurotic and- erratic altroupement of tribes and individuals,
much like the black hole of Caleulta, whose minds are sophisticzal,
Jesuiticn), besotied, intolerant, funatical, bigoted, illogical, prejudicial
and immoral, bountd in their processes of thinking to the limited andg
limiting schools of convention and ran-made erecds and dogoas, and
ﬂsancmted in mental and physical power with every destructive agency,
‘exigting in the chootic realm of hopelessness.

Sccondly, we must also realize that the remimler that Your Order’s
cnemics are imaginary™ is absolutcely false; they not only exist, Imt
are active, and continuously wtive to some degree.

Strangc,—or significant,—as it way secin, those few members of
onr Order and cne or two outside of it, who have bien the most bois-
terous and insistent in their deelaration that “no one is trying to injure
-the Order”, or “the agents of cvil arc not trying to injure us”, were
the owes who quickly, easily and with evident forcthought und' weli
‘lmﬂ plans tonk up the arms of the forces of evil and were forcmost
in the ranks of the army,—=small as it was,—that was arrayed agsainst
us in the first and probably last great attack wade upon us.

It reminds us of the false pacifists who, in spreading the insidious
German propaganda in this country before aur entry into the con-
flict, went about preaching and teaching that thoughts of defense were
albsurd and peace glone should be kept in mind. These false teachers
and acclaimers of a passive attitude proved to be ihe forcmost agents
of attack and disruption when the moment for open war was at hand,

Thirdly, we must no longer weaken our rigid and cfficicnt wethods
of closely scerutinizing those who are adwsitted . into the Order, and
cepeciglly those who enter the Fourth Degree and receive the key
to power and knowledge. Not all who reecive the key in the Fourth
Dcgree discover or rench the door of the chamber which the key un.
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locl-..a, but the possesston of the ey tempts somie to unlock otliér dovs
if choimbers of wickedness, antd thereln lics the danger. This is: wonr
ferfully ustrated in onr recent trials snd tribulations by the fact
thit of the, fonr active cnemics whoe had réecived the key in the Fourth
- Pegreey not one #f them cver discovered the Chamber of Light; +nd
~from their actions and statements they arc not only ignorant of such
Chanber, but doubt th"lt it exists! So mote It hel

PREPARLEDNISS

_ Of eourse, we, the executives of the Order at the Supreme Grand
- Lodgy, werc not unprepated for the tests and trials that came upon
ug, . Kaeh timee we passed through our Third Degrec Ritual, and
re-rcad the story of how the “ninth hour”.came upon the Temple of
old with all its attending disasters, we were reminded of our duty
.of preparedness. So often during the tumultucus times of our most
trying experiences in June, July and August, just past, some of our
‘more inmqulring than disccrning minds, too filled with academic or
- enlleginte training and lacking in that good sense and judgment
often ealled intuition, asked this question: “If the Imperator and
his associatcs wre such Masters as they proelaim, why did they not
kiaw thet these troubles were cmnmg?" The question was asked -
in & manner which indicates that pre-knowledge of an e¢vent assures
prevention of it.  If this were oniy truel! ' Then, there woild be no
Fr{‘ﬂt ¢lash in the ncar future between several religious denomina-

ions; tliere wosild he no political conflict In a few yeatrz between
this country of ours and anothcr mighty nation; there would be no
sudden ,uprising within our land of the restless, prejudiced, insane, fan-
‘atieal revolulionists apgainst our government and its executives; there
.vgduld be mo further attacks upon our Order and particularly upon
ils Mmperdtor within the next six months. All these things 'we
know are to be; their clongated shadows cast in the future reach
- wellfinto the lighl of the present; but our knowledge of their coin-
:Ihg, while prepuring us to meet and defeat the onslaught with nentral-
jging tffeet, doet not prevent the inevitable,

THE SUPREME COUNCIL

_And right here is containetl the essence of another important
point, upon which so many of our members are desirous of pertinent:
and impertinent information. Since the. new decrees recently isgued
by the Suprcme Council restrict the use of names or references of
pﬂ’*mnslllty in our work and literature of the future, it is well to

gpeak on this point now while some matters of personality may be:
mdulgrerl ih for probably the last time. .

This is the point: who are those who are so- intimately associated
with the Imperator ns to form his Sapreme Council and enjoy his
copfidctice and secret trusts? Who are those who know the pmh-
_abilities of the future, whose foith and trust in the Imperatof and
the Ordcr are bevond treasonable change; whose belief in the honor
dAnd integrity, goodness and ultimate vmdlcatmn of the Qrder and
its Imperator is undying? :

To answer these questions by saying that these members consti-
tute the Supreme Council is to give but a partial answer. The truth

- is that these tested and testing, tried and trying, trusted and trast-

ing-. believed and believing, known and kmowing, learned and learn-
ing, directed and directing members conatitute the MINISTRAROD,
r the Executive Committee within the Supreme Council, known more



- gencrally as the Welfare Commitiee of the Supreme Lodge and official-
Ty designed by the hinperrtor as his personal Cabinet of Officery. That.
the personality of this Cabinet mgy be known and established for a
definite purpose, I will mention them as follows:

Conrad 1. L. : — Supreme Grand Master,

Mrs. Beatrice W. 5. + — Supreme Grand Matre,

Mrs. Maud C. s ~mupreme Grand Herald,

Dr. Frank B. 8. wue. ~—~Supreme Financial Secretary,
Willard M. ... Supreme {irond Seeretary,
Mrs. ¥, Ik, S. e S preme Grand Magus,

Mrs. Theodore M, e ~Supreme Grand Iiigh Priestess,
Mrs. Elsa L. - - ~Supreme Grand Organist,

Mrs. M. L. C. - Grand Master of Massachussets.
and two lay members of the highest degree. -

All but the two lay members spend most of their spare hours
~ at the Temple in New York, and twa of them are there all day long
- oand every evening until, ten+thirty or eleven; and three of them are
at the Tempie cvery Sunday in additian,

It must be remembered that ncarly all the work being candunted
at the Supreme Lodge is done through voluntary scrvice, and these
Brothers und Sisters give their fime as well as their money freely
for the benefit of others, often leaving their own homes and Intercsts
in ‘the hands of others that the Lodge work may be in trusted hands.

WORK AT THE SUPREME LODGE

. Many may not know of the activities conducted at the Suprcme
'Temple. There are Lodges of different degrecs held here every night,
except Satnrday and Sunday nights. On Tuesdays there are two
degrees meeting and on Fridays three different degrecs, one being
in our ltalian Lodge. Five masiers are taking care of these different
degrees. On Sunday nights there is a French class and at the other
timep there are prwute classes for specinl ‘branches of study pre-
paratory to the opening of the Rosaecrucian College.

In sddition to {hese activities, there is the purely executive work.
This is divided into many sections, and it is this divided work that
iz in the hands of the volunteer service of the members of the Imper-
ator’s Cabinet mentioned above. For instancc: there is the “Dispensa-
tion Group™ woark that very few af our regular Lodge members have
gver heard of. ‘This is in the hands exelusively of the Supreme Grand Her-
ald. This work sifts out the constant inquiries for Light from all sections
af the country, and birings three, four or five inguirers from any one
loeality together to form a Dispensation Group for pursuing a course
of reading and study under our direction each Thursd.u_v night with-
out fees ta us, with the intention of finally organizing a Lodge. Many
of our new Lodges have started in this way, and the care of these
graups and the correspondence between the individnals and our Lodge

is large and exacting.

Then there Is the work of the National Lodge. This Lodge which
has its headgquarters in our Tenple, has members in twenty-eight
states. These individual members, living in lonely and isclated places
where a regular Ilodge is not possible for some time to come, are
furnished weekly lecturcs with appropriate experiments to be pursued
at home, every Thuraday night. The lectures and work are not the
game as in our regular Lodges, but vastly superior to any reading
matter or studics to be found in any books; and the success that
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: these National members have' had in healing, telepathy, projecting
" their minds to distant places, controlling nature’s forces, ete., speaks
eloguently for the lectures we have been scnding them. At our last
Cenvention, one of the National Lodge niembers from Indiana was
present as a delegate for the National Ladge, and on behalf of his
{.odge he plended that the wurk breing done for thesc individual and
iscrlated members be continued *way beyond what was originally plan-
ned for them because of the great success of such method of spread-
ing the Great Light in the darkest corners of this land. At that time
he said: “Nothing that has cver been written or engraved, cot or
marked, printed or etched on wood, paper stone or mctal, regard-
ing accult truths and laws equal the astounding faets and simple rules
given in our National Lodge lectures. 1 speak now of our mem-
bers who have been in the National Lodge nine months and have
teecived thirty-six weekly lectures in that time at a cost less than
that of thrce or four foolish, misleading, uninstructive books w1th
occult titles.”

All this National Yodge work, which leads seekers eventually
ihto our rtgulnr Lodges or kecps them from remaining in total dark-
ness, is in the hands of the Supreme Grand Secretary, Supreme
Grand Ilcrald, and their stenoprapher who is also a memher of
our OCrder. |

The foregoing work is practically a humanitarian work con-
ducted by our Order as part of its plnlantmplc scheme of spreading
as much Liglht a= possible so that inquiring minds and seekers may
not remain without the knowledge we have, despite the fact that
they cannot attend any of our Lodges.

Then there iz the vegnlar routine correspondence and offieial
communications, in charge of the Supreme Grand Secretary and his
stenographer, while the Imperator’'s personn! correspondence and of-
ficizl communications pass through the hands of one who acts as his
private secretary.

The continuesl preparation and issuance of lectures each week to
the various Lodges is another formidable task,—one which is ever
requiring a better or different system in order to mect the changing
and increasing conditions. This work is in the hands of two of the
Imperalnrs personal cabinet, and is assisted by the typewriting and
copying scrvices of several masters in different Lodge:s who have

come to realize what a stupt‘ndous task is included in this one feature
af the work.

Then, there is the Research Work in charge of Sister 5., the
Supreme Grand Matre, another member of the Imperator's Cabinct.
Few realize what this mesans,—how important and tedious it is.

In nearly all the lectures of all degrees of cur work certain
seientific laws of nature are given. ‘There were, in 1915, when the
lectures werc first prepared for our American use, many rtcferences
Yo what was taught, believed or disbelieved in other philosephies,
schools of science or fields of experimental research. 8ince then,
there have been hundreds of so-called “new’ discoveries, especially
in the fields of chemistry, physics and inedicine. These discoveries.
- (most of which are not new to Rolaecrucians), are in the nature of

verification of our basic principles and we must keep abreast of these
hew. ﬂntllngs for two reasons: first, that we may not unintertionully
falsify in our lectures by saying of any of our principles that “science
has not yet learned lgls law",—secondly, that wec¢ may refer our
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members t0' the statements made hy men of repute autside of our
Drder.

The importance of such research work is ably illustrated in the
recent investigation conducted by science into the nature of elec-
trons and atoms, When the first lectures of the First Degree were
given in May of 1918, our lectures contained this statement: “Science
outside of our Order is just beginning to study electrons and while
the most eminent authorities apgree that an eleetron and not the atomn
is the ultimate subdivislon of matter, these men state that there is
only one kind of electrons,~—the positive one,—uand deny that there is
any other; and some scientists have reeently written that stoms have
clectrons adhering to their outer surface instead of atoms being
composed of electrons™. Since then, science has continuously changed
its beliefs in regard io electrons, and within the pasli year the fact
has been admitted, with great reluetance and cxcuse, that there are
positive and negative electrons, and that possibly they do not hang
pn the outside of atoms but may consiitute the inner structure or
nature of atoms. Such changes as this necessitate changes in our
lectures, for we must always give due credit to {;eneml Scicmee when
he makes a “new” and “startling” discovery.

OUR LECYLRES MOST VALUABLE

At the present time hotn chemislry and physics are tarning topsy
“turvey T a mnch delayed and hasly rietreat to the first principles of
the early alchemists, and it is important, while also amusing, o see
with what profound dignity and reverence for ihe alchemists, whom
the modern scientists have so long derided, the higoted minds now
quote many af the daws found in our own degree teachings and
lcctures.

As an instance. of bow science is redecming itself, and of what
great importance our rescarch work is, I will guote from Just one
hook secured by our research department for the parpese of adding
more light to our lecetures, The book is one so recently published
that it was in our hands before it could be found in any store or
library. It is by one of England’s foremost scientists whose academic
degrees ‘and acadeiny associations warrant onr trust in his claims
to speak authoritatively for modern chemistry and physiecs. In fact,
the professor is telling in this book what has been discovered in th_e
past year in both of these fields. On the very first page he says: “The
time is gone when it was regarded as perfectly legitimate to point
to Alchemy (using a capital A for the word, if you please), as an
instance of the sberrations of the human mind. Recent experimental
research has brought about profound modifications in the scientifie
concept of the physical universe itself; and a certain resemblance ean
be traced between these later views and the theoriea of bygone Al-
themy". On the last page of the book, afier 140 pages of interesting
revelations of what science has just found, he says: “We have shown
that modern science indicates the essential truth of alchemistic doc-
trine, and our task is ended”.

ANl this, mind you, from a man who iz neither an insane mystic
nor a Hosaeerucian! Well may his last words be these: “and it iz
warth noticing low many of the alchemists’ obscure descriptions of
their Magistery well apply to ihat marvelous something which we
call Energy (spirit], the true ‘First Matter’ of the Universe. And
¢f the other problem, the Elixir Vital [Nous], who knows?”

The Sister in charge of our research work is in constant teueh
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wilh cvery new book or pamphlet published hearing upon any phase
of onr work, and in addition reads and studies, or has others read
and study, every magazine or newspaper article that may report new
findings of seicmee. Such books or pblications as are found helpful
are purchosed by her and later donated to our Snpreme Grand Lodge
Library, thus -adding a great guantity of new reading matter to
our Library cach month.

This onc phase of the work at headguarters, which means the
continued reading and study of so many new books, magazines, and
newspapers by many nof the highest degree members with consequent
writing and classification of factzs and stalements found, is a work
“worlthy of any large college or university; yet it is purely incidental
i the great work constanlly going on. at headquarters for the sake
of the greater illumination we are spreading wherever we have the
unhampered and appreciated opportunity.

WHENCE CAME THE ENTHUSIASM?

The guestion was asked, just bcfore our last Convention,' when
we were iH the midst of the combined attacks of our few enemles:
“Why is it that the Supreme Council, and especially the one section
of it (composing the Imperator’s Cnbinet), is so' enthusiastic and so
saerificing in its defense of the Order and the Imperator”™?  The:
question was asked by one of our Order who was 8o blinded for the
time by the “gas and flutne™ of the enemies’ fire that he couid not
discern the truth. He saw in the loyalty of these Supreme Councilors
a fidelity based on ignorance of the facts or an attachment to the
Order becanuse aof some ulterior motives. He even ventured the
opinion that he never saw such steadfastness and obedience on the
part of Councilors befere. When one is in the wrong and turning
one's back to the Light because such a path lcads along the lines
of least resistence, one is apt to misjudge the choice of others. The
ritual of our Second Degree tells us to become accustomed to the -
Lesser Eight that we may not becoime: blinded by the glare of the
Greater Light when we suddenly come face to face with it.

Bulwer Lytton once wrote that “enthusinsm s the genjus of
gineerity”, and sincerity is the keynote of the attitude of our loysl
members. They were sincere in uniting with us, have becn sincere
ih all their studies and application of our principles to their daily
lives, and are sincere in their defense of our Order and jts Of-
ficers. It is Dbecause the members of the Imperator’'s Cabinct, plus
‘a few others, were fully aware of the coming of the trouble in the
months just passed, that they wcere prepared for it; it was because
they were prepared for it, and knew its precise nature and the final
outcome, that they were not startled or blinded by its false glare
. and scintilating iridescent, multicolored, vascilating trophotropism.

NATIONALITY OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL

The Brothers and Sisters composing the Supreme Grand Coun-
¢il are American men and women of excellent repute and moral
standing in New York. The charge was made during our troubles
that there were many foreigners on the Supreme Council. Exeept
for a few changes in the Council last June, the personnel of the
Council is just as it has been for two years, hut never was there a
“foreigner” op our Council: all are leyal Americans. The only few
on the Council who have the slightest foreign accent in their speech
are: Brother L.—our Supreme Grand Master, born in Sweden, and
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o zenlous American patrmt and Sister A_——born in Denmark, a trained
nurse and one whe has for many years devoted her time and unusual -
services to patriotic American Jwnanitarianism.  The falsity of such
& charge is apparent the momeént ene meets thiy body of twenty-five
educated, refined, gultured men and women.

That the Councilors paid no attention to the charges made against
the Order, the Imperator and themselves is due to the fact that their
Intimate knowledge of the:facis and the troths, made them unaf-
fected by the petty, mean, untruthful statements made by those who
snught first, to disrupt our Orgamz.atmn and secondly, in the resuit-
ing chaolic cendition to pose as saviors of the Order, reformers of
B great evil and slip into power and office, and conirol the organiza-
tion. The miserable fajlure of such a plan will explain the condi-
tions udnd actions on the part of three or four memberg or ex-wein-
bers whose pluns and moves we anticipate and await during the.
next six months with absolutely no fear; ngein, being forewarned
will not prevent, but will peutralize.

THEE SOURCE OF OUR TEACHINGS

Perhiaps the mast important, because interesting, though mnost
ahsurd of all eharges muade against the Order, or rather the Imperataor,
was that he had, poersonally, alone or with the help of others, invented,
formulated or simply manufactured all 1he {eachings in our Order
from pages and pavagraphs taken fromn hooks to be found in libraries
in the United States. Those who made the charge went so fur as
to mention the namea of such books as were used by the Imperator
in his pilfering charlatanisiu. The titles of ihe six or seven books
mentioned are not recalled just now, th{mgh a few aof them were
"Ded's Rleetric Philosophy of Life”, CTDWIE}" g8 "Eqninox’", ‘' Lilrary
of Mesmerism’’, by Dr. Dods, “Lellular Cosmoguny ™ h}' Koresh,
“New Light from the Greuat IZast” by Parsons, cte.

Twa years ago lhe charge was made by an Englishman posing
in this country as a man of ligh and enviable Masonic repute, that all
our teachings were talen from one (1) book, called “The Rivers of
Life”. Absurd as this proves to be to sny one who reads thalt book,
gtill, the difficulty in getting a copy of it for examination should
have induced our genial censors and critics to add that booak to the
above list.

TIIE IMPERATONL'S CITALLENGE

One will nole that the books mentioned are either old or rare
hooks, such us are not to be found in every library, if, indeed, they
can be found in any library in small cities; this makes it most dif-
ficult for those who hear the statement to examine the books apd
make -comparisons with our Temple lectures or teachings. The
Imperator has nol examincd all the books listed, but Le has made this
reply to the charge, and now puts it upon recoed in black and white:
if' anyone ¢an prove that one or more of our lectures containing
our fundamental teachings, or that all eor. part of our Principles,
terminology, laws, rituals and demonstrations were taken from one
or more printed, (ypewritten, engraved or handwriiten books or
manuseripts  printed and published or made public before our
Order printed its first mupgazine and literature, the Imperator will
immediately concede the eharge as true, incriminating himself as.
o plagiarist and false pretender and permit, without oppesition or
further action, his impeachment and removal as Imperator, officer
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or. member of the Order. - A legn] agreement between the Imperator
antd any body of men and women as an investigating committee, of
with any lnﬂiwdual as an investigator, will bec made, setting fourth
thl"i same promisc and challenge, if such is sincercly desired prier to
any complete and exhaustive investigation; and every facility and
assistance will' be freely rendercd by the Supreme Grand Lodge, its
Council, Officers and Impcrater.

If 1 have failed to mention eny Look in the foregoing list which
should be included because It has been used by those making the
charge, I will gladly announce the titles: of such hooks in the next
issue of the Cromaat,

AN EXCEPTION TO THE CHALLENGE -

| One exception I must make in regard to the challenge: It is this:
no publication is to he included which containse a veiled, but very
complete, outline of our R}C teachings written and published under
a pen-name of my own, thnroughly authenticated, but little known,
and duly and properly copyrighted in its entirety by me many Years
agn. This was done in order to protect our teachings and secure
a copyright on them before the Qrder started without revealing them
“to those who should not have them. Therefore, such a publicition
written by me, cu}rnghted by me, cannot be used as evidence. This
will probably surprise one or two who have. been planing to bring
this ol‘.d and rare publication to light, not knowing that the authors
hame is my own and thé copyright also my own. But, again—
foreknowledge has sinpular advantages not realized by the unthink-
ing, preJudiced minds.

As to who, in regard to person and persenality, prepa.red, wrote
or formulated thie original draft of the laws, the principles, the sym-
bols, rituals, phrases, words, signs, ete, 1 cannot tell, for ! do not
know, and, in tree Rosaecrucian spirlt, do not care. 1 fecl quite
SITE, hnwewr, that not one or a hundred minds prepared these thmgs,
but many scores of great minds in varlous ages.

THE SUPHEMEICOUNCIL OF THE WORLD

This bringa me to another one of the charges made: that thete
was not and is not a truly established, rightfully empowered Supreme
Rosaecrucian (or Rose Croix) Couneil of the World. '

In answerlng this charge, may I be permitted to indulge in a
little abstract reasoning? Why is it, that while so much siress is
- laid, by some members, on the actual need or necessity of proof on
pur part that there is such a Supreme Council, these same individuals
do not demand, do not even ask for, any pruof from others who
claim that there is not a Supreme Council of the World?

The negative statement is accepted by some without the request
of any evidence of even a circumstancial nature, while the pesitive
statement‘ns refused unless suppeorted by evidence almost impossible
to submit s0-as to be satisfying to the mind which is credulous to the
negative. and ineredulouws to the positive. assertions.

From 2 purely logical point of view is there not more circumstan-
cial cvidence in favor of the existence of such Supreme Councll than
there is against such a possibility?

First: the founding of our Order here in America, the prepara-
tiean of all its rituals, symbols and teechings, the precedents and prac-
tices of procedure, the pre-preparation of necessary literature, parapher-
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nalia, ete., the gmwth of the Ordcer, Its ability to meet certain at-
tacks, and unfavarable condjtions, its resqrt, constantly, to a compe-
tent advisor or advisors, itz existence after nearly four: years of at-
tack by tlose who have tried to prove all its claims false,—do mot
all these things indicate that there is o competent advisory board or
body somewlere which did and does act as & superior advisory
Council?

Secondly: the very faLt that even those who have read or heard
the least about Rosacerucians, generally believe that the Order is an
‘European movement, that its superior Masters or exccutives are ‘in
Europe, that from Europe would come the sole power to found the
Order here, and that scinewhere in Europe is the great headquarters
of the Order;—is not all this stronger circumstancinl evidence that
there ia and must be a Supreme I{-{'C Council than any evidence sub-
mitted against such a fact?

If there is not sneh n Supreme Council, and if there never was,
then the founder of the Order here in America has invented, devised,
formulated, perfected,  issued, and matured the whole fabric {from
beginning to en<; and, if this is true, then he and his advisors, or
Council, weuld be the Supreme R4C Council of the World by lowful
and logical conclusion and c¢oncession.

If there is or was a Supreme I Council of the World, or any
superior executive body of such a nature, and it did not and does
not sponsor our {Jriier here in America, and can prove that our
Order i3 fraudulent in its work, pilfering its teachings, wrongly exist-
ing as a perfecily organized body, why has such a bgdy remained
stlent for four years .and permitted our claims and statements to go
unchallenged, uncontradicted, and free from injunctions through the
Courts of the United States or otherwise?

There arc answers to these guestions; they will surprise you ar
please you as they dawn upon your consciousness. DBut, before you
answer them bear in mind that if vou say there never was and is
not now a Furopean or foreign Supreme Council of the Workl, then
yvou are indicating your willingness to grant and concede all superior
authority and power of 'and in the AMORC to the present Imperator
and his Conncil in Amezica; in other words, that the “Bupreme R4C
Council of the Warld” is the American Supreme Council, or at ]eu.st
the American Imperator and his associates.

Are you readly and willing to concede this? No, for not even
the few who have been endeavoring to prove for a long time that
there is no such AMORC Council in Kurope are willing to admit
that in such case the Supreme Council must be in America.

Of course, all this is innane in the face of cerinin facts known toe
tliose who deserve to know, and in the face of certain results achieved
by our Order in the past three years.

All who should know will c¢ome te know smne day, that the
Great White Brotherhood of the World has its Supreme 1§+C Couns
¢il, the members of which are the chief execulives of our Order
wherever it exists; and, some day, the relation between our QOrder
and similar branches of work being conducted by the Great White
Brotherhood will be made known. Until then, silence and fidelity are
the watchwords, '

TIHE VALUE OF THE HIGHER TEACIHINGS

Little can be discerned of the great work of the QOrder from
a ere retrospection of the work of the first Six Degrees. Startling,
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surprising, valuablc, intercsting or pleasing as mnay'be the principles
and laws revealed or explnined in the early degrees, snd as rev-
olutionary as may he many of our fundamental principles to the
minds considernllly or greatly cducatedd in other schools, still, not
until ithe Ninth Degree is reached daes one come to a full rcaliza-
tion of the truly revolutionary nature of the lessons taught In this
unusually different schooling. Eneh Degree may bring . its awaken-
ing to our vonsciousness and its ebullition to our latent forces and
powers; but bevond the Seventh Degree (most mystical of all) there
comes o distinet objetive realization of a spiritual and physical growth
which has so slowly come uwpon ns that we are swed and amazed at
the change so wondrously wrought.

This was -brought to the Imperator’s attention recently in a pleas-
ing manner on a Thursday night. 'The Ninth Degree of the Supreme
-Grand Lodge just completed its third or fourth lecture on n sublect
of intense and extreme importance containing the laws of utmost
importance to mankind. 'The members had retired from the Temple
to the Library for general discussion after several had given en-
thusiastic veice to praise of the great lesson just learned and illus-
trated to thein, when: Brother Theodore M., a Supreme Councilor
of the Order and an exccutive in one of the foremost of the large
educntional fllm companies in America, with his wife, Sister M.;
{our Supreme High Pricstess of the Imperator’s Cabinet) brought to
the Imperator Governor {deleted) of the State of (delcted} who
had called at the Lodge for the purpose of having Drother M,
introduce him to our work. In his presence and the presence of
others, Brother M., snid: “The teachings of these higher degrees .are
beyond the conception of outsiders. 1 am an old newspaper man;
I have seen life and lived through many phases of education and
traipning; and you know, Governor, I have had a reputation as a
writer on subjects of almost unlimited fields, and my busincss made
It necessary for me to keep closely in touch with every recent dis-
covery in the various sciences. ‘This, naturally, gives one a wide
knowledge and liberal education. But, I find, lately, that 1 am in
the kindergarten again and to-night I discovered that [ do not even
know the A, B, C's, of the truths which exist around us and which
should have been taught to us in the public schools. 1 am beginning
my life’s study over again, and I am not only delighted but as-
tounded end chagrined at the same time™. '

It" is common to the lecturers of the higher degrees to have
members rise at the close of the lectures and pay tribute to the
teachings and testify to some unusual oy extraordinary benefit derived
from the practice of some of the principles; and it has been noted
with extreme pleasure to the Imperstor, who §8 not similarly situated,
that the more extcnsive or intensive, specific and academrnic has beecn
the education or training of a4 mcmber In other schools, universities,
sclences or arts, the more enthusiastic has been the pralse of th
lessons given in thesé degrees. -

For instance: one membeér of the Supreme Grand Lodge Iz in
the manufacture of printing inks and enjoys the distinction of pro-
ducing the best grade and quality in our city.. In his factory he
has a very complete chemical laboratory, and chemistry in all its
exaciness and mystery plays an important part in the manufacture
of dyes and body substance for good inks. Recently this Brother
said: “In the four yearg that I studied chemistry at Columbia Uni-.
versity, 1 did not learn as much about the laws and fundamental
principles of chemistry as I have here in the Order; and what 1
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have lcarncd is of greater help to me in the very practical problems
of my business”.

THE TEACHINGS OF THE HIGIH DEGRELS

In regurd to what the future holds for our Order, I am remind-
. ¢d of what has nlso been sald by n few members whye were excom-
- municated for violations of their oaths and for olher more serfous
acls, The statement was: “There are little or no teachings in the
degrees above the Sixth Degree”. This stateinent must sound strange
to the thirty or riore members of. the Supreme Grand Lodge -who
passed out of the Sixth Degreec over a vear ago, nearly two years ago,
and are still active mmembers, paving their dues, sttending their high
drgree weekly lectures, studying diligently and obtaining and attaining
greater knowledge and power ench week, and demonstrating this
in experiments and work covering the whulr: cuuntr}, and toe which
hundreds of our members can testify.

Cnn any of our members in many Lodges now in the Sixth
Degree conceive of their Sixth Iegree lectures not leading to more
wonderful and interesting study? Most of them ecomprehend now
what surely must be In the Scyenth and Eighth Degrees.

What of the stucdy of the laws and principles of projecting one’s
mind or soul-sclf inte distant places to see and be seen, to hear
end De heard? 'This one subject alone, not taught in a practical way
by any school of the Qecident and seldom practiced except by the
Master Adepts of India, is worthy ef all the study and preparation
that lcnds up to it through the work of our first six degrees. If
there is any one mystlcal process or principle of vtmost value to an
adept it is this one of projecting. Through it and with # the miysties
can utilize not only alt principles tanght in the Sixth Degree, but
every principle taught In all the lower degrees. Conceive, H you please,
of utilizing the principles and laws of the Second Degree without
the limitations of time and spacel Think what it means to one who
is trying to apply all our laws, to be able Lo do soc at any time
without for ene moment considering distance, time, eonditions, ete,

As wonderful as all this may seemn, it Is not as truly sirprising
in itz posgsibilitics nor as astounding in its importance to our exist-
ence and our futurc development, as are the principles and laws
of the higher degrees.

CONSTANT ELIMINATION

The work, tests, trials and cxperiences of the lower degrees were
purposcly planned tp accomplish three things: 1, the development
and perfection of those who have a natural understanding of many
occult laws !ying dormant in their minds from some previous in-
carnation; 2, the teaching of certain fundamentals not known to
some minds which are sincere and truly anxious to learn; 3, the
climination from our Jodges those minds er persons unfit and unready
or unwilling to ahserb and understand or sufficiently sclf-climinating
to adhere to rules and regulations.

Those who cannot submit, in peace and understanding, to the
moderate, logical, uniform, general and constructive, though autocrat-
ic, laws of our QOrder, abiding by established systems, conforming to
certain limitdtions and stepping beyond certain falke limitations can
never learn to work with or utilize the laws of God and nature which
are more exacting, more autocratic, more limiting and limitless.

‘I'herefore, a certain definite process of elimination is going on
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cnnstantly, for tlw goad of the Order, the guqd of the mdurtrluals
and the good of humanity generally.

{ was told of this process of elimination _in Europe hefore 1
made my first step toward organizing the work leve. As I under-
staod it, then, the following average reduetion in membership would
come about in each Lodge through the subtlc pracess of elimination.

Of every carefully selected 100 ynembers who Crossed ihe Thresh- .
old in the first degree, the following nunber would reﬂch the higher
degn:cs.

Into Second Degree . : RS
" Third - M : , T8
" Fourth ¥ B 0}
" Rifth LU 52
"' Sixth P ——— 45
*  Seventh » . B X |
*  Righth ” — et eenrnronns 30
7 Ninth v e e - Ly,
¥ Tenth L T a1
H Fleventll, 0 "™ s e vt 18
Y Twelfth i : S [
" the Iluminati to remain .. _— 12

In other words, out of 100 Initiates intoe the First Degree, a cer-
tain number would contlnue regularly with all work, and 12 of them
would reach the IMluminati in regunlar course.

(f those who dropped oul during the first three degreesr perhaps
one or two would eventually re-unite with the Order and advance
after having learned of the serious mistake in dropping out. Of the
great number who lag hehind in the higher degrees, a certain percent-
age, perhuaps ten to fiftecn pervent, discover their unpreparcdncsa to
advance, and take the lower debrecs over again,—s thing which has
heen done by many members in our Lodges who tlionght the early
degrees unimportant only to discover in the 8ih or 9th Degree that
the laws in the 2nd and 4th Degrees were the basis of many others.
‘Those who thus lag behind eventually reach the 12th Degree with an- -
other group. Many others drop oul in the 6th and 7Tth Degrees, be-
cause they havie found all they cared for,—principally, the healing
work,—and are not interested in the esoteric or truly mystical work.
Others, of course, drop out as they discover that more than intellect,
more than simple study, more tlian time apd nttendance are nccessary
to advancement. The higher degrees require abundant love, tolerance,
p:rltuahty, attunement with God's laws, honnr, respect, deep medita-
tion and, most important of all, unsclifish desires to hielp humanity at
every epportunity. %

Thercfore, we are neither surprlsed nor chagrined at the elim-
ination that has taken place in most lodges in the past year after the
mcmbers have passed abowve the Scecond and Third Degrecs; nor has
the burning of the ¢ruecible and the attacks of our enemies cansed any
greater elimination than was expected. One eause or another will re-
move those who need to be removed or who need some excuse for
quietly or neiscly deop from owr membership.

It is in and above the Twelfth Degree, or, in other words, in the
IMuminati, with its strange lectures wnd indescrihable work, that the
esoteric fulfilment of the Rosaecrucian world is realized: and our
Order of twelve degrees leading to the Illuminati is o scheol or col-
lege of the exoteric laws preparing .the sincere minds for the life
of power and accomplisthnent they seek.
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THE HUMANITARIAN WORK

Another point which hos been touched upen but little, is the
humanitartan work which Rosaccrucians can do.

We hive in America, and throughout the world, many organized
hodies and many independent persons, devotlng their time and means
to humanitarian work of a purcly materialistic nature.

A survey of the ficld of activities conducted in the name of
“chority” convinces the analytical and humanitarian mind that much
is left undone which is of greater importance than what is denc.

A Rosaccrucian, born or bred, of perfect understanding and train-
. ing, becomes a scmi-Socialist in his thinking and doing, especially
tn his doing; not that he often associatcs himself with the go-called
Socialistic movement, for he realizes that not through legislation or
revglution will the desired changes come abouty; but he knows and
understands certain fundamental principles crudely held by the So-
cislists which must ecome about Arst before anything else can be
dont for humanity of a permanent wpature, and these must come
about through evolution.

The giving of money, as a form of charity or humanitarianism,
is .insufficient unless it is devoted to the furthering of the plans of
evolution. Man’s greatest need is knowledge; money only seems to
be the greatest need becanse man has allotted to it, or permitted it
to assume, the eontrol of the things he needs. Just as a baby lcarns
to depend upon its mother, rather than upon its own undevcloped
abilities or powers, forr all its peeds, so man has learned to depend
upon the unscen service, the purchasing power, the magic control,
of money for all he needs. And, when tman is in dire need, to glve
him relief through a gift of moncy is to further convince him that
the difference between sufficicney and Insufficiency, hcalth and di-
sease, happiness und sorrow, richness and poverly, life and death, is
a difference of dollars only.

Man has been taught that he owes certain obligations to a few,
and these obligations are those which man-made liws decree exist
between him and the few by virtue of certain limited material bonds,
contracts, writtecn or - definitely hoplied egrecments. IFe has been
taught, furthermore, that nearly all, if not all, of thecse obligations
can be met or satisficd, like n judgment in court, with moncy. Ie
believes (it his duty or. obligation to work and labor solely for the
purpose of carning or obtaining money, becnuse with nothing else
can he meet all his obligations.

. Once man realizes that he owes certain other obligations, as
definitely Ilmplied, but not within the jurisdietion of the courts of
man's law, which he must meet, and once he comes to a full apprecia-
tion of the fact that his duty to labor and work and dcvote himself
to constructive efforts is a duty to God and his fellow man, and as
sgon as man becomes copnizant of his purpose and mission in life,
generally, he will come to know that with money he can pay but the
least of all his debts and that for accumulating money little effort
on his part should be devoted, if any at all. :

But, such a change cannot come about suddenly. FEvolution, not
revolution, is necegsary; and evolution is a process of gradual de-
velopment, consciously realized and objectively manifested only after
it has bren subjectively assimilated.

. The evolutidn of man is possible only through experlences renlized
and understopd.  Such realization and understanding depend upon
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_thc proper mtupntutmn Leing gwf-n b¥ man- o each exparience,—
and man ¢an only inlerpret and understand ncccﬂllng to the light of
knowledge which he passesses.

By the spreading of Light, the dissemination of truth, the giv-
ing of sueh facts as constitute proper or adequate kunowledgel—is
indeed the greatest humanitarian work that ecan be done in this age.

The application of one’s excess of money to the building of
libraries for public use is not an adequaie compensation for the funda-
niental wrong most eertam]y existing in the acquiring of such weuslth.
Such libraries do not give hack to men the product of their efforts; nor
do they help in spreading the greater light which must be given man
in order to free himn fromm his bondapge to usage, custom, decree of
mun nnd dictate of wealth. ‘The books in such libraries as purport
to aid himn in his proper evolution, or to which he turns in abiding
[aith for dependable kpowledpe, contain Talsities and errors, or pur-
posely mislead hin by insiducusly instilling the fundameniuls of the
false knowledge or beliefs to which he has been a slave for many,
many centuries.

To ' use one’s .ynnceessary accwmulations by the Dbuilding ot
hospitnls in which the finupcially poor may receive free {reatrent
when disensed or injurcd, is to continuously express to the mian the.
conviction that disease and physical suffering are [nevitable and all
\hat can be done to maintain health is te purchase, or reecive other-
wise through the poweér of wouey, a cure or relief. Man is not taught
in this wise that health is the essenlial purposc of nature, that disease
and physical suffering are not incvitable. Ile dees not learn Lhat
nature and all her forces are always prepared to prevent rather than
curc or relicve suffering, and that disease of the body is a mirrored
condition of intellect; that knowledge prevents and igonoraoee permits,
while superstition and falsity attempt to cure

The fuet that there are 211 publiec and well koown hospitals in
Greater New York and only three little known institiutes tcaching
principles of prevention of discase, makes the human beings in our
city believe or fecl that discase is a most gencral thing, inevitable,
almost quite logical, if not perfectly natural

They know that each ane of thesé 211 institutes is a monument
to the power of money. 'Fhey are a testimonial to the belief *‘with-
out money vou must be sick, suffer, starve, and die; by means of
moncy you may be well, healthy and happ}"’ 'That man believes his
duty to labor or his uhhgatmn to preduce is solely for ihe' purpose
of earning moncy, is illustirated Dby the fact that so many believe at
the seme tine ihat if money can he abtained otherwise, or is given
to them, it is uscless to labor mnd the moral obligation to labor for
constructive purposes is non-existent.

The tendency on the part of mwun generally to cease from labor
as soon as money is acquired for all sufficient material needs, is
a natural conclisidn from the wrong premnise under which man has
thoupght and labored for so long. '

“T'he idle Ttich", find - justification in their attitude because of
the pamc reasoning from the same premise. To them the power of
tmoney is no greater than it is to the man who has labered for his
purchasable needs for {cm or twenty years and then cceases for a
while beenuse s small legacy has come to him which he uses to pur-
chasc those things for which he lLitherto labored.

e greater the acewmulation of wealth, the greater its possi-
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bilitics: but the dellar. in the poor man’s hand and the dollar in the
rich man’s hand are cqual in that power which is wrong,—the power
to saeure, force, attract, seduce, imduce, influcnce, allure, hold, with-
hold and neutralize falsely,

In a praectical manner, the Resaccrucian can perform true hu-
manitarian acts leading fo man's ovolution and' conscious realization
of those laws which will free him from the hondage of supcrstition
antt false knowlcdge.

In the Great (Jath or series of obligations which the Ttoesaceru-
cisn takes in his first Initiation after Crossing the 'Fhreshold, he prom-
ises to do his ulmost “lo remove from our land any institution, systcm,
habit, product, thought or intent wlhich attacks..... the' frecdom of
man's soul or conciousness”. Sarcly 1his covers the rcmoval from
cur midst of such c¢hains and boends as limit man’s freedom from
superslition ond false belicfs,

FRACTICAL WOLK

What may and can be dorde by our members as practical hnman-
itarian work is best illustrated by a few examples chosen frem among
uany lLecavse of the varvious fields of netion covered by them:

First: there is Sistcr B.,, wlo, though fifty years of age, felt
that her yeamrs of associntion with =artists and musiciang should #t
her for sowe definite plan, She studicd at the Supreme Lodge until
sne reached the Foorth Degree and then ottended a private class nt
the Lodge to prepare her for the plan she evolved. With some capital
. at her disposal she erccted a large hungalow and o number of small
steeping ‘rooms on a hill in Norlhern New York overlooking the
Hudson River. To thiz place she invited artists and musicians from
New York City wio were not simply poor financially, but below
nermal in hedlth and, therefore, unable to carn a living. She had
ns many nas thirty at a time there as her gucsts and in addition to
feeding them with kindly inspirntion and a good coutrse of philesophy,
with good air, good food and much rest, she gnve them more practical
licltp by treating each one aeccording to our system, and restored them
to henlth. After two years of this work she left it in charge of two
others and went to Alaska where she worked as & miner and earnkd
more monecy to carry on her work in New York; and while in that
cold and mueh neglected State she estnblished n Lodge for us among
the men and women there who were truly hungry for our teachings
and who had no opportunity of enjoying the privilegea we enjoy
here. Over thrce hundred artists and musicians have bcen helped
and made healthy and happy at the little Rosaecrucian Artists Colony
in New York and in return they have helped to build more houses
or “sleeping porches” for others. When the Sister came back from
Alasko with her gold for the colony she drove through the streets
of New York and up to our l.odge on a bronco in her ‘masculine
miner's costume, hair euwt short, a picturcsque sight indeed,—happy
and contented, and over fifty years of age.

Secundly, we have the many Sisters, and in some c¢azes Brothers,
wlo have adopted children in accordance with a plan suggcested by
the Imperator two years agn. In nearly all cases the Sisters have
had either very fine homes or homes and money to offer to children
in Institutions or homeless. In a number of cases, and In one In
particular, a sickly child or baby was selected; and in addition to
giving the child a home, a future and an education along many lines,
the child was treated for its health and trained physically and mental-
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ly aiﬂng our lines. - T sec smne of Lheie children to-ilay and know
their cases, is to convince one of the value of this practical work.

Third: one of ony Sisters,—our former Supreme Grand Matre,—
left us last Aupgust to go, voluntarily and at a great sacrifice of mo-
ney, many worldly pleasures and benefits, to one of the smaller. of
the Leeward Islands in the Dritish West Indics; and ihere, with
anly sixty white people, isolated on an jsland untouched by cables
or modern means of c¢communication, she is devoting her time and
knowledge to working among those left therve to dic of leprosy,.
She is one of our Ninth Degrec members, fully qualified to treat
this disease and other conditions in a very effective way., TFurthee-
mare, she ia ahle to project herself to our Temple on Thursday :ughts
when her degrce has its strange convoeations aml. thereby continue
her work regardless of time and distance; and our other Ninth De-
-gree members mect her often on their projection-journeys ta the
distant temples and places and our good Sister is never out of touch
with us. DBorn in and aceustomed 1o the highest sorial circles of
Boston and New York, this dear soul at middle-age left all worldly
things lLichind to live a truly nltruistic Rosaeceruveian life in iselation,
good work and sacred meditation.

Fourth: another Sister, in one of onr Southern Lodges, volun-
tecred to give her time and our teachings to the care of o number
af very old wamen liviag in a pnblic howe in a southern city. She has
brought a strange change there with a nystical cheerfulness, a gen-
eral improvement ip ithe health of the inmates and a newer con-
ception of life. The sulary reccived ns recompense for her services
she donates each month to our funds through her Lodge, and is
very happy in the practical work she is doing.

Fifth: several trained nurses in different cities have pgiven tha::u'
time almost exclusively te humanilarian work, using our teachings
andd our plans to bring health, happiness and hope to many despairing
gouls.

Sixth: two doctors in our Order made o special study of our
treatment work and onr higher teachings in psychology and then
offered all their timne and services to the curing of soldiers who were
brought back to Amcrica hopelessly suffering from “shell-shock®.
Cdan you imagine cases more sad than those 50 affrcted? And, can
vou think of any betler method of nsing the peenliar and strange
occult teachings of our Order?

In nearly all the cases where humaenitarian work is Dbeing done,
the capital wsed is the voluntary donations of the. ane doing the
work. DBut, money is not always necessary. Onc Brother in the Sn-
preme Lodge, for instance, living humbly, even poorly, in a very
poor serlion of the city, where poverty, ignorance and discase abide
a plenty, has for months given his every spare hour to searclhing
through the mass of humanity,—thousands and thousands of beings
af all ages andd nationalities, surrmmding‘ his home,—to render what
aid he can; usually it is relicf from physical suffering, cases of chronic
por almost incuruble conditions. The results he has attained have
garniéd for him, a Jew, a kind and loving name rs well ns the most
sacred regard for the strange methods he uwses without credit to
himself or even giving an explunstion. What a wonderful picture!
A poor humhle Jew among the gentiles, living and doing ag the
Master would have done, and in the Twentieth Century!

This is only a weak pieture of the possibililies for Practical
Work ia our Order and yet......
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EVER SEEKING SOMETHING NFW

Some of cur members arc constantly secking that which is new
«nd different, cver restless, ever ready for any clatm of a royal road
to power. :

I would not have anvone fecl for s minute that it is anti-Rogae-
¢rucian to continuc to scek and search .after Crossing the Threshold.
Not e¢vrn the Imperator has epnded his search for light and truth.
Dut I would place on record that it is the utmost of ahsurdity, the
very antithesis of avowed purpose, to enter our Order and stndy
awhile and then jump suddenly into a new fleld of rescarch and study.
end drop all the Rosaccrucian work simply becanse a mystic from
gsome forcign land or 2 man with a strange name and a stranger
doctrine claims that in a few lectures he can impart great knowledge
and power.

For twenty or thirty members in a large lodge to suddenly feel
moved (aftcr solicilation by another) to drop their Rosaecrucian
teachings and plange inte a course of twelve lectnres by a Hindu
at three dallars for the course, believing that he will reveal in a few
months what our Order requires two or three ycars tn teach, is
sarely ridiculous and sad. To attend these lecturcs, if onc can af-
ford to attend nll suech fecture courses se glowingly advertised, is
sure to bring much Iielp to the analytical mind and will no doubt
prove Inspiring. But, to pernnit such abstractions, theories, promises
and profund aberrations or exaggerations of truth as are usually
. given by these so-called mystics and “science” tenchers to keep one
from the regular work of sane, practical, tried and proven laws and
principles iz boyond rcxcuse. :

No onec has a “corner” on truth, not even the Rosacerucians!
I have sald that and published it many titmes. But, truth in its great
complex entirety, wilh its multiple lows and principles and minute
cxaciness and aceuracy, has a peculiar determination of revenling
itself only to sinccre students whoe stucdy and work, ponier and medit-
ate, practice and experiment. Yt does not throw itself in large doses
" or bunches at the rcstless, lazy, indifferent seekcrs, who demand quick
attainment, immediate power, magic results. Nor does Truth permit
itself to be congealed oi eoagulated and then reduced to very pleasant
capsules of great, concentrated strength, to be sold or peddled, ejected
pr shot forth in fiery oratory or mystic Incantation hy select Indi-
viduals at “so rouch per capsule” or “so much per course”, '

INTROSPECTION:

~ The year Just closing, R4-C 3271, has brought its trisls and trib-
ulationg to all manklnd, ne has each vear. But, it has: also brought
Peace to many lands and to cur Order it has brought power, great
Love and greater Peace, - : '

. Each doy our Order grows in number of members end each few

months shows au jincrease of I.odges. Qur records are most Inspir-
ing In that regard. But, our present greet cause for joy is the an-
ticipation of that future which now brightens the hazy horizon and
tinges the cosmic heavens with golden and rosey colors.

Very soon we shall retive, cxoterically and phygically. For a
few months during the past year we were in danger of falling inte
the quagmire of materialism. The rapld growth of the Order had
brought with it grcater material possessions and needs; to some the
material body of the Qrder became so attractive, so alluring, that it
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predominated in some of the schemes of: Lhe plans for the {uture.
The renlization of this danger became so apparent, finally, that im-
medizte steps were taken to prevent  such . a catastrophy for our
Order.  All would have been proper and appropriate for other sim-
“ilar movements, hut not for us. Se, we have arisen from the valley
of temptations of materialism long beforc one fatal step was taken;
and, to-day, we arc stronger spiritunlly than ever, and less, much iess,
susceptible to the temptations of our waterialistic envivonment.

Some of our members forget, in the enthusiasm of their intel-
lectual advancement in the Order, to give proper emphasis to the
psychic development. Those whe truly learn and master the stodies
are always aware, most nutm.xlly, of the divinity of our principles, or
rother the principles embodicd in our teachings. They cannot, with
adequate realization of consecious wmastership of cven the most simple
principles, ignore the sublime divinity” that pervades and surrounds
thielmn; but this is not sufilcient for true psychic development.

One must constantly seek attunenent, complete attunement, with
all the cosmic and divine forces, in order to attain not only complete
understanding, but thorough mastership. Such altunement must in-
clude the physical, mental und spiritual parts of man and the uwniverse.
In the work of the higher degrees we woderstand through our teaclh-
ings how true psychic devclapment aiffects even the physical strueture
nf the hrain to such an extent thul certain arens af the brain gradusl-
ly expand or increase in size while others decrease, with the resalt
that certain funciioning of parts of Lhe hody—mparticularly gertain
sengses,—hecome more aclive, receptive and responsive, while others
become dormant or Yess active. ‘Lhe physical changes thus wrought
are wonderfully manifest in memhbers who have gone inte or above
the eighth degree, aund their experiences have demmonstrated the neres-
sity of eareful, gradual attunement and development in accerdance
with a definite systern or schooling such as applied by our Order,

The increase in our metabership, as days go by, of such developed
souls, necessitates the coincident development of the Spiriluality of
Rosaccrucianism in our Order, and it is to this end that all osur en-
deavors must now be directed.

The future offers an unusual opportunity in this regard. Never
wag hnumankind so sensitive te c¢osinic impressions and so awakened
ta an appreecialion of spiritual forces us just now.

Our Beloved President Wilson expressed this idea in Furope
while addressing a religious congregation ncar the place of his mother’s
birth. He said that more powerful, morc effective in its influence
and more inspiring to a greater peace in the future than' could ever
be any physical league of nations was (he immaterial or menlal leaguc

of minds throughout the world excrting a maral force for prosperity
and peace.

As a race, we of the present cra, whether we are the end of the
so-called Sixth Race, or the beginning of the Seventh, are finding

Gad, are comprehending, uwnderstanding and realizing God, 23 never
beiore.

The Gml of revenge and anger, the "jcalmls God”, and the mys-
terions God, are fust disappearing. In the place of these we have
the God of our hearls, the God of 1.ove, Light, Life; the God whose
justice is not arbitrary relribution, but the law of compensation; the
God whose mercy is nut u compussionate weakness, but a constructive
principle,—an element of the law of Karma; a God whose Love is
not scelfish and incomprehensible, but sacrificing and constructive, com-
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parable with the hlgl:i:&t motives which inspire man, and a part of
tht divione emitions which move us to tears and gladness, joy, and
sndness.

. We find intimncy with God in our intimacy wlth the wonders of
hatnre. In tire most minute ecll we find our (w:l living and pulsgat-
Ing, revenling God as God would be revealed. The indescribable
distanee lLetween us and God, like the unfathomnblie depth of God’s
wistlom, is being supplanted by a eloseness and an uwnderstandlng
which brings Ged infe our midst and sanctifies the environment in
whichh we Tive amd makes holy every place, all the time; for the
chureh of God is here, there and everywhere; the altar of Jehova
Iz hefore us caclh time we breathe a prayer to the Almighty or think
kincdly of those on earth; the sanctum of the wmost hi gh is the dwelling
place of the most slacere,—the truth-loving, the kmd»doing and fair-
Ahinking man, woman and ¢hild,

We gliill net attempt, for the present, to buy or build a Supretne
Temple or national headquarters. We will, rather, conflne gll our
‘c'ffurts te making more efflciecnt nony suitable cxccutive offlces or
wark rooms we ¢nn secure at the most nominal expense. In this
way, we shal! unburden ourselves of the present material ghackles and
rcmain free of the limltations and enslaving conditions of material-
ism. IEvery effort will be put forward to grow stronger spiritually
nngl lc*bntt:ru nllv so that the grentest good to the greatest number may
result

Qur members n a Lodge in the furthermost section of Canada
or those in the West Indies are entitled to have and enjoy as much
nf the possessions, assets and activities of ‘the Supreme Grand Lodge
ns those who live in the same elty where it is located. This is only
possilblle when thosc posscssions, asscts and octivitics are of a nature,
quality, adaptabilily and universal practicahility that they can be
fHevoted to or used to further the interest, study and devclopment of
all members cvervwhere and the Order ltsclf generally.

Can thig be said of an claborate struecture, its grentest assets
belngz materlal things which can be enjoyved only by thase who con-
tact them personally? Is it right that the Supreme headquarters
should involve such an expense and consist of such nssets as are
wonderful to view, inspiring to think, and impressive from a worldly
pnint of view, without even supplying the executlves therein all the.
. tomfortnble and efficient medns to de the greatest amnunt of good
work for the greatest naomber of members?

Such is the monument to material growth that some have desired
for us, and the Imperator has turned all such plans aside and with
ﬂnc sweep has cast into oblivion forever such ideas or plans.

Soon the Imperator’s study and work room, like unto the work
rooms of his associates, will be off in some secluded place, in a
humble structure befitting the humility of spirit and nature pre-
dominating in all our thoughts and acts. Picture the humble, lowly,
structures of wood, negtled ¢losely together on one of God’s won-
drous lawns of grass and flowers, far from a city's noige or com-
meicial activities; where guiet and peace abound, where the song of
hirds and swaying of boughs of the trees softly add a note of lile to
the stillness of a temple’s sacredness. Here, with naught else to do
or think of but the messages of joy and words of light to be pre-
pared and sent broadcast to our members, the greatest efﬂclency in
spreading the Greather Light would exist. With those whose lives
are associated with ns, sacrificing the former worldly pleasures, fore-
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gaing the conventional homes and social practices and living in com-
muniox wlth’ God and nature for the good of pur fellow beings, this
and nothing more. is appropriate, necessary and efficient for the cause.

To such a haven of Peace and work will come, from time to time,
those Pilgrims of Light who reach the degree nf full understandmg
and perfect attunement.

In each State will bhe the grand Lodge of cxecutives earing for
the worldly matters of the Order, while at the Temple of Alden, on-
thc green hill, twenty four hours travel, perbaps, from the nearest
Railroad, will dwell the esoteric workers with their small sanctum,
laboratory and library.

How different a picture from that pailnted by our over-ambitiouns
zealotors!

THE NAME OF OUR ORDER
ITS INCORPORATION

Several pertinent questions have been asked by our members in
regard to the new form of name of our Order. In fact, it has heen

said by one or two that perbaps soine law has forced us to change
the name of our Order. :

Let it be understood that we have not changed the name of our
Order and never will change it. The name of gur Order will remain:

THE ANCIENT AND MYSTICAI ORDER ROSAE CRUCIS, with
‘the translation in various languages.

We have legally and properly protected this nome by having it

Incorporatedl in connection with the Toncorporation of the Supreme
Grand Lodge.

The complete, legzally incorporated name of the Supreme Lodge
is as follows:

SUPREME GRAND LODGE of the ANCIENT AND MYSTIC-
ﬂBO%RDLR ROSAE CRUCIS of the GREAT WHITLE BROTHER-

The papers of incorporation give us the legal right to this name
and, furthermore, give us the legal right to estalblish and maintain
branch ladges of the Order under this name in every State of the
United States, with their dependencies and territories.

Nop other group or society of individuals in any State ecan use
this name without our permission regardless of any atiempt to use
a local State charter.

Butﬁ-fur worldly, exoteric flropagnnda, we will abbreviate the
.name on literature and unefficial letters. The abbreviated form will
be, simply AMORC, the initials of the full name.

‘TThe use of this abbreviation is not new, despite what has been
said in this regard. In May of 1916 some officis]l certificates were

izsued by the Supreme Grand Lodge, bearing the letters AMORQC in
large type. ‘Fhis wag nearly three yeurs ago.

In all our Lodge Charters, Oaths, Obligations and on all official

papers or seals, we shall retain the use of the full name of the Qreder
n8 stated above. Our use of the name in this or any other wuy has -

newer been denied us by amy court or any law of the land, or by
any ruling, decree, decigion orv apinion of legal nature or mtent
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IN CONCLUSION

'And now, Brothers and Sisters, I have spoken, or rather written,
on many points so that much knowledge or illumination might be
givcn at Just this time. '

The writing of this message occupied a considerable part of my
Ihisqrc-titnc while journeying to and back from a very pleasant vaca-
tion visit to Tampa, Florida, during the heoliday season, when Florida
is at its best. In that warm, peaceful, contented and lovely coantry,
I found great ease in reaching the souls and minds of those who are
- advancing onward and upward throughout this country, and my en-
viropments were inspiring,~—divine. What 1 scnsed and enjoycd then,
I puss on now to each of you, with my thoughts for Peace Profound.

Profundis XI11°,
IMPERATOR.
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

The next issue of Cromasat will eontain, in nddilion to some’ valu-
uble instructions and infe-~—ation for our members, a very important
wnnouncement beaving upon the Order and ils relation to the AMORC
throughout the wor]d This afficial matter which hus come to us too
late to appear in proper form in this issue is a Htting climax to the
Impcerator's annual message which appears in this issue, and is also
a timely and valuable answer to the many questions which some have
raised, 1t sets at rest, Lt onee and for ull time, the true statns and
relation of our Order in the North American .Turisdictit_m and places
beyond dispute or cavil those mooted points which not one investigator
—even of the highest Courts of this land—eould competently, thorough-
Iy and legally settle. It will bring to our Order that Pcace and that
Power that could come in no other way and reveals what could not
hmc been revealed until now, despite the demands, and,- shall § say,
‘threats, that have been made.

The Impcmtur has been inguiring of late about a Cello or Violin
Cello. He is pnxious tn secure cne for his personal use, practically,
and for recreation in the Temple at ccremonics, andl in his periods
of experimentation and attunement. None is available here in New
York except at a prohibitive cost and it is ithought that some of our
members may know and ecan suggest how he may secare such an
instrument.  Address the Sceretary, Supreme Grand Lodge.

Once again lct it bhe said that Lhe general governmental restrie-
tions against the use of prmlmg paper for non-essential industries.
warranted the tempornry suspension of the publication oi Cromaat;
hut it will now be published ot intervals as new or interesting mat-
ter ¢an bie prepared for our members.

Once upon » time there was cireulated in New York a report
that Mark "Twain had died while recuperating from a slight illness
in his home in the South. Newspaper reporters from several promi-
ncnt papers called at his exclusive cstate there and found him well
and in his usual witty mood. They told him of the reports that he
"~ had died and asked for his denial of the rumor., His statement was;
“The report is greatly exaggerated!™ May we suggest to those who
_wre constantly hearing rumors and repeating them, that, possibly,
there is some truth in the ramor,—just some, pass:hly, and possibly
not; but always is the report greatly exnggerated.

Y

b

r

It behooves us, in justice, truth and fairness, to say that in the
new 1918 edilion of the Warld Almanac is listed our Order among
the varlous socletics of America. The 1919 listing is crronpouns and
misleading, however, and we, the Offlcers of the Supreme Grand Lodge
da not wish to be held responsihle for the error. It is stated therein
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that our Order has 3.762 mémbers {which is false) and 417 members.
with the American Colors in Furope or clsewhers, and this number.
is “greatly exagperated”. Another statement in {he listing in regard
to our Order plainly indicates how the error wns mule—or at least
why. It says that the government of our Order is in the hands of
a “hoard of seven pgovernors”  Not only jg this nbsolutely {alse,
but it is or was, the false hope and desire of a rertain group who
tried last June to make it so, And,—=%0 sure were they that their
tesires anil efforts would be crowned with’ suceess Lhat they pre-
parcd the announceimnent so long in advance and sent it to the Weorld
Almanac fur publicotion this year. For only the fraction of an
imaginary second ddid these aspirnnts have a realization of o non-
existent actuality and in that moment of delusion they proclaimed
their puny and ktherical kingdom to the world. It reminds one of the
fate of Cyruz, who for yeoars eherished ithe desire to gtand npon a
throne and proclaim himself “Cyris, King of Babylon!™ With great
‘saerifice of his own loyal subjects and with the slaughter of maost
of those io Babylon whom e hoped to rule, he finally succeeded in
stepping upon that throne, and with bleodshied and warfare about him
and with his own Jife in jeopardy, he fmickly shouled like a mad-
mai, “Cyrus, King of Babylon!" 1le instantly knew that his procla-
mation was for the passing moment and before the seund of lhis
voice had exhausted itself in s projection througheut the surronnd-
ing cnviranment, he was no longer Cyrus the King. Ile found glory
- or satisfaction in that womentary victory, There seems to have been
many like him in moere modern times, While one was aspiring to
be King of all Buvope, if not the World, one here in America aspired
to be—what? The listing in the World Ahnanac may answer the
“question; for considering the veracity of the statempnts made along
with the proclamalion of n “governing board" for our Ovder, the
re-uorganizer of pur Order was to be: King of Falsity. And—lo, here,
and lo, there, where is ‘the King? '
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