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THE IMPERATOR’S PERSONAL 
MESSAGE

T h e  A nnual A ddress to All M em bers, in W hich the 
Im perator Explains the P aram oun t Problem s

of O ur O rder.

I t  is some time since I addressed a long  o r  deta iled  message to 
my B ro thers  and  Sisters on the sub jec t  of  o u r  principles and  the  work  
we have in hand, and  it seems prop it ious  now to  come before  m y kin 
with a message of  love and  encouragem ent a n d  point ou t  to  them  
what we have to  be thankfu l  for as the  R*fC year  of  3271 d raw s to 
a clbse.

H ow  na tu ra l  and  app ro p r ia te  it  seems to  call all of  you my kin! 
While the  f ra te rn a l  re lationship th a t  exists between us is th a t  of 
t ru e  B ro thers  and S isters  un ited  by  the  tics and  bonds of  essential 
Brotherhood, there h a s  grown in my hear t  a n d  consciousness in the 
pas t  year  the  feeling, the' realization, tha t  ye  a re  my children, all of, 
and  in one family. T he  sense of  fa therhood, of  paren t-guard ian ,  over 
one  large family o f  children has made itself so manifest, and  in the 
various tests, trials  and  tr ibu la t ions  so revealed its  poten tia l  right, 
th a t  a t  t imes the  responsibility seems enorm ous and  increasingly in- 
spiring to  g rea te r  work.

To-day, the  minds o f  the  m ult i tudes  a re  charged  with wondrous 
though ts  for  the reconstruction and  immediate evolution of  h i im m  
rights, privileges and  freedom. The days  of  feudalism and  slavery 
gave way to  freedom  of body and  life; and  fo r  centuries au tocracy  
with ty ran n y  has held m an 's  mind and  th o u g h t  in bondage; now is 
demanded, everywhere, the  freedom of mind and  soul so th a t  m an 
physically, mentally, and  sp ir i tua lly  m ay  be a free agent to  th a t  degree 
of  unders tand ing  and  com peten t  reasoning which each has g radually  
a t ta in ed  through knowledge and  experience, -

A U T O C R A T IC  S U B S T IT U T IO N
But, while o u r  last few years of  world confusion and  s t r i fe  have 

ta u g h t  us  th a t  ty rannical  au toc racy  is no t  only adverse to  m an 's  evolu
tion and  p r o g v t s n ^ a side f rom  the  limitations of  happiness and  peace,— 
we have learned  also th a t  re l ie f  from such pressure  and  evil can  come 
only th rough  the k ind  and hum anitar ian  au tocracy  o f  loving m aster  
minds.

T h e  ending o f  the  world w ar  revealed to  us th a t  only by  the 
substi tu tion  o f  hum ane  au tocracy  for  th e  inhuman, the  ijnsclfish for  the



erlflslu ilic noble f(»r th« igaoblc, crmld man’s ways aiid means for 
lid  accomplishment n f peace and prosperity, happiness and progress 
be effectively applied and made potent.

W ithin  the au ra ,  the  immediate environment, of  every sane ahd 
constructive man, woman and child, there  are  ways and means, abil
ities and  capabilities, assets and powers, possibilities and  agencies for 
the evolution .of self and  othets,  individually and  collectively^ to  th a t  
degree o f  perfec t  living to  which we, as itosaec rue Ians and  many 
oilier associate bodies are striving. But,  ty rannical  au tocracy  makes 
these ways and means, these m any powers and  possibilities, impotent,
1—useless and limited,^“ whereas, the kindly and loving autocracy o f  an 
unselfish mind directing the  e ffo r ts  of  all toward  the one glorious aim 
common to  alh makes la ten t  powers mighty and brings s trength  to 
the  unity  o f  human progressive endeavors.

• i
Political and m ateria l  democracy docs no t  w arran t  or  ju s t i fy  & 

similar scheme in the m a t te r  of  mental and sp ir i tual  evolution. The 
fftther of  a family, cannot sell or  hold In bondage and slavery his 
child despite the m ora l  and legal r ights  he  may have in the possession 
of his ch ild ; bu t  while the  child has i ts  rights, its freedom of body 
and its choice of  individual expression, the  very laws, the same reason
ing, which denies to  The father the  right to  absolute and  unlimited 
possession of a child, g ran ts  him the  reasonable au tocra tic  direction 
of  .his mental, m oral a n d  spiritual advancement and evolution.

This, for  the child,— the mind in the  making, the  soul in its u n 
fold nu-nt. And, when we en ter  the school of  life’s lessons, of  the 
mind’s re-awakening, we en ter  as children, regardless of  bur  age and 
our political status.

If, as children of  im m ature  age, we are  in need of au tocratic  
direction in the  development of  objective faculties and m ateria l  abil
ities, how much more are  we in need of  au tocra tic  direction la te r  in 
life, in the  development of  the subjective faculties and  the  immaterial,  
spiritual powers within and without us?

Are the  pitfalls o f  ingorance, and  evil which su rround  u s  as 
children any  g rea te r  or more disastrous to  our  fu tu re  thoh the  pitfalls 
of  superstition and false teachings which are  se t  in o u r  pa thw ay  
through life a f te r  childhood?

All this leads us to  realise why Our O rd e r  has, and wilt maintain, 
an au tocra tic  form of government,—an autocracy of  love ands k in d 
ness, with firmness and justice, consideration and  mercy.

A t  the  las t  N a tiona l  Convention held in New York at our S u 
preme G rand  Lodge Temple, tw o  of our  {G rand  Masters cam e to  me 
af te r  the last session and said; ’‘B ro ther  Lewis, we did po t  know, did 
not even conceive, th a t  you could be so austere  in your  a u to d u c y  as 
you have been th roughou t  this Convention, Despite  the  fa c t  th a t  -you 
are th e  Im p e rn to r  of  onr* Order, we have always looked upon  you, 
and  outside of the  Lodge addressed-you , as our  ’B ro th e r ’; b u t  now 
wc realize th a t  you are  p roperly  the au tocra tic  ru le r  of  our  Order. 
I t ts this power and  direction in yoilr hands th a t  has Saved the  O rd e r  
f rom  its enemies; and  your  kindness a n d  justice  as Im p e ra to r  have 
won for you the Love of  your members. Seldom has this been t ru e  
of a  ru le r  and those he ruled,”s

I cite th is  s ta tem ent no t  because of  its compliment, b u t  because i t  
strikes a key-note th a t  should be the  to p ic 'o f  a Considerable message 
to oilr members.



T H E  P O W E R S  IN 'D A R K N E S S
The 1518 Convention is passed and my thirty-fifth year has come 

to  a close! - Roth the O rder  and myself have safely passed the m osf  
try ing  period of  existence fraugh t  with severe tests  and experiences, 
designed to  overthrow the  one and bring oblivion and loss of  power 
to  sthe  other. But, ' with thanks and appreciation for the  lo re  and 
loyalty as well as fair-mindedness and discrimination of  most of our 
members, and  with honor to  the  autocratic  power placed in my hands 
by my Brothers  and Sisters, the O rder  1 3  s tronger  in number of mem
bers and num ber of  Lodges, and g rea te r  in pow er through the love 
and sacrifices of  all who have suffered  with me, than it whs last year. 
This is the answer to the  machinations, th r  schemes, the  ambitious, 
the falsehoods and the  dishonorable attacks of  o u r  enemies.

Several g n  at lessons have been taugh t  to  1 1s by the lire in the  crucible 
as  it  bu rned  during  the p a s t  seven months. It Is well th a t  we take 
these lussnna seriously enough to  find value in reviewing them. First, 
it may have seemed tr i te  and mere abstraction to  say th a t  goodness 
will always fiml s treng th  in the resistance of  evil. W e speak of Light 
and darkness, t ru th  and falsehood, unselfishness and so] fish ness us 
opposing powers; in an  abs trac t  way we say th a t  these are  positive 
and negative qualities or  elements, and tha t  to the positive alone should 
we a t t r ibu te  any active power. Wo are prone to  believe tha t  every 
a t tem pt to  “spread the  W ghtv> merely arouses the  passive antipathy 
o r  disapproval of darkness* we think o f  darkness as delighting in its 
tranquil  achromatism and infecuncl existence,“ aine prole. Hut how 
we must realize and ever keep in mind th a t  darkness shelters an  in
habited world; shrouding, as it  were* a trenchant, poignant, caustic, 
mordant, cschorotic and erratic  aLtroupomant of  tribes and individuals, 
much like the black hole o f  Calcutta, whose minds are sophistical, 
Jesuitical, besotted, intolerant, fanatical, bigoted, illogical, prejudicial 
and iinmoral* bound in their  processes of  th inking to  the limited and 
limiting schools o f  convention and runn-made creeds find dogmas, and 
associated in mental and physical power with every destructive agency, 
existing In the chaotic realm of hopelessness.

Secondly, we must also realize tha t  the reminder th a t  "our O rde r’s 
enemies arc  imaginary” is absolutely false; they  not only exist, bu t  
are  active, and continuously active to some degree.

Strange,— or significant,— as it may seem, those few members of 
our  Order and  one or  two outside of it, who have been the most bois
terous and insistent in their  declaration th a t  “ no one is t ry ing  to  injure 

' the  Order*’* o r  “ the  agents  o f  evil arc not t ry in g  to  in ju re  us’*, were 
the  ones who quickly, easily and  with evident forethought u n d 1 wch 
laifl p lans  took up  the arms of the forces of. evil and were foremost 
in the  ranks of  the  army*^rsiua]l as  It was,— that  was a r rayed  against 
us in the first and  probably last great a t tack  made upon us.

I t  reminds us of  the  false pacifists who, m  spreading the  insidious 
German propaganda  in this country  before o u r  en try  in to  the con- 
diet, went about preaching and teaching th a t  thoughts Of defense were 
absurd and  peace alone should be kept in mind. These false teachers 
and acclaimcrs o f  a passive a t t i tude  proved to be the foremost agent* 
o f  a t tack  and  disruption when the  moment for open w ar  was at hand,

Thirdly, we must no  longer weaken our  rigid and efficient methods 
of  closely scrutinising those who are  a d m i t t e d . into the  Order, and 
especially tho&e who en ter  the F o u r th  Degree and receive the key 
to  power and knowledge. Not ail who receive the key in the Fourth  
Degree discover or  reach ’ the door of the cham ber which the key urn

*



locks; b u t  the  possession of the to y  tem pts  some to  unlock otli^r cloorft 
pf  chafnbcrs of  wickedness, a n d  therein  Lies the  danger .  Th is  1$ wofcr 
rtcrfully i l lustra ted  in ou r  recent t r ia ls  arid t r ibu la t ions  b y  the  fac t  
th a t  o f  the, fo n t  active enemies who h a d  received the  key in the  Fourth  

/Degree, no t  one o f  them ever discovered th e  Cham ber of  L igh t;  -And 
from the ir  ac tions and  s ta tem ents  they  arc no t  only ignoran t  o f  such 
Chamber, bu t  doub t  th a t  it  exists I So mote it  he*

P R E P A R E D N E S S
O f  course, we, the executives o f  the  O rd e r  at  the Suprem e G rand  

Lodge, Were n o t  unp repared  for  the  tes ts  and  tr ia ls  th a t  cam e upon 
1 1$. Each t im e wc passed th rough  o u r  Third  D egree Ritual, and 
re-read th e1 Btory of  how the  “ninth hou r’* cam e upon th e  Tem ple  of 
old with all i ts  a t tend ing  disasters, we were reminded of our  duty  
of  preparedness. So often during  the  tum ultuous  t imes o f  o u r  most 
try ing  experiences in June ,  Ju ly  a n d  August,  j u s t  past, some of our 
more inquiring than  discerning minds, too  filled with academic o r  
collegiate tra in ing  and lacking in th a t  good sense and  ju dg m en t  
often called intuition, asked th is  question i “ I f  the  Im p e ra to r  and 
his associates are  such M asters  as  they  proclaim, why did they  not 
kiiow th a t  these troubles  were com ing?” T he  question was asked 
in a  m anner  which indicates th a t  pre-knowtedge o f  an event assures 
prevention of it. I f  th is  were only true!  Then, there  would be no 
g rea t  clash in the  near  fu tu re  between several religious denomimv* 
l ions;  there  would be  no political conflict \ n  a few years  between 
this coun try  o f  ours nod  ano ther  tnighty na t ion ;  there  would be, no 
sudden upr is ing  within our  land o f  the  restless, p re judiced , insane, fan 
atical revolutionists  against  our  governm ent and  its  executives; there  
tyJuid be no  fu r th e r  a t tacks  upon  our O rd e r  a n d  par t icu la r ly  upon 
its im p e ra to r '  within the  next six months* All these th ings 'we 
know are  to  be; the ir  e longated shadows cost in the fu tu re  reach 
w e l l ' in to  the light of  the  p resen t ;  h u t  o u r  knowledge of the ir  com- 
■itig,. while p rep a r in g  us to  meet and  d e fea t  the  onslaught with neu tra l
ise big i f  feet, does not prevent the  inevitable.

T H E  S U P R E M E  C O U N C IL
And r igh t  here is contained the  essence o f  ano ther  Im portan t 

fjoint, upon which so m any of  our  members a re  desirous of  per t inen t  
and  Im pert inen t  in form ation . Since the  new decrees recently  issued 
by the  Suprem e Council res tr ic t  t h e  use of  names or  references of 
personality  in o u r  work and  li tera ture ,  o f  th e  future* it is  well to 
speak on  this point now while some m a t te rs  of  personali ty  may be 
indulged  Hi for  p ro bab ly  the  last time. >

This  U the  po in t:  rfho are  those who a re  so in t im ate ly  associated 
with the  Im p e ra to r  as  to  fo rm  his Supreme Council and  en joy  his 
confidence and  secret t rus ts?  W ho a re  those who know  the  p ro b 
abilities of  the  fu tu re ,  whose fa i th  and  t ru s t  in the  Im p e re to f  and 
.the O rder  are  beyond treasonable  change ;  whose belief in the  honor 
rind integrity, goodness and u l t im a te  vindication of  th e  O rd e r  an d  
its Im p e ra to r  is  undying?

T o  answ er  these questions by  say ing  th a t  these m em bers  consti
tu te  th e  S uprem e Council is to  give bu t  a  p a r t ia l  answer. T h e  t ru th  
is th a t  these tes ted  and  testing, t r ied  and  try ing , t r u s te d  and  t ru s t 
ing, believed a n d  believing, known and  knowing, lea rned  and  lea rn 
ing, d irected and  d irec ting  m em bers  cons ti tu te  th e  M IN IS T R A R O , 
d r  the  Executive  Committee within the  Suprem e Council, know n more



generally as the  W elfa re  Committee of  the  Supreme Lodge and  official
l y  designed by  the  Im peru to r  as his personal Cabinet o f  Officer?, T ha t  
the  personali ty  o f  th is  Cabinet may be known and established for  a 
definite purpose, I will mention them as follows:

Conrad  H- L.  — — -— — —-Supreme G rand  Master,
Mrs, Beatrice W. S .  — ^ S u p r e m e  G ran d  Matrc,
Mrs. Maud C. ....  - - .Suprem e G ran d  H erald ,
Dr. F ra n k  B. S. — ...................— Suprem e F inancia l  Secretary ,
W illa rd  M. — .................   Suprem e G ran d  Secretary ,
Mrs. F, B. S. —  -—   Suprem e G ran d  Magus,
Mrs, Theodore M,   - .... ...— Supreme G rand  High Priestess,
Mrs. Elsa L, —-....—— —......—  Suprem e G ran d  Organist ,
Mrs. M. L, C .    — Grand M aster  of  Massachuasets.

and  two lay  members of  th e  highest degree.
All b u t  the  tw o  lay  members spend most of  th e i r  spare  hours 

at  the  Temple in New York, and two of them are  there  all day  long 
and  every evening until, ten - th ir ty  o r  eleven; and  th ree  of  them  a re  
a t  th e  T em ple  every S un day  in addition,

It must be remembered th a t  nearly  all the  work being conducted 
a t  th e  Suprem e Lodge is done th rou gh  vo lun ta ry  service, and these 
B ro thers  a n d  Sisters give the ir  time as well as  th e i r  money freely 
for  the  benefit o f  others, o f ten  leaving the ir  own homes an d  In teres ts  
in the  hands  of o thers  th a t  the  Lodge work m ay  be in t ru s te d  hands.

W O R K  A T T H E  S U P R E M E  L O D G E
M any m ay  no t  know o f  the  activities conducted  a t  th e  Supreme 

Temple. There  a re  Lodges of  d if fe ren t  degrees held here every night, 
except S a tu rd a y  and  S unday  nights. On Tuesdays  there  are  two 
degrees m eeting  a n d  on F r idays  th re e  d if fe ren t  degrees, one being 
In o u r  I ta lian  Lodge. F i r e  m asters  arc  tak ing  care  of  these d if fe ren t  
degrees. O n S u n d a y  nights there  is a F rench class an d  a t  the  o ther 
times there  are  p r iv a te  classes fo r  special branches  of  s tu d y  p re 
p a ra to ry  to  the  opening  o f  the  Rosa ecru d a n  College.

In addition to  these activities, there is the  purely  executive work. 
This is divided into m any  sections, and  it is th is  divided w ork  th a t  
Is in th e  hands of the volunteer service of th e  m em bers  o f  the  Im p  er
s t  o r ’e Cabinet mentioned above. F o r  instance: there  is the  “Dispensa
tion G roup” w ork  t h a t  very  few o f  our  regu la r  Lodge m em bers  have 
ever beard  of. This is in the  hands exclusively of  the  Supreme G ran d  H e r 
ald. This w ork  sifts ou t  the  cons tan t  inquiries for  L igh t  f rom  all sections 
of  the  country , and  brings three, four  or  five inquirers  from any one 
locality  toge ther  to  fo rm  a Dispensation Group fo r  pursu ing  a  course 
of read ing  and  s tudy  u n d e r  our  direction each T hu rsday  night w ith
o u t  fees to  us, with the  in ten tion  o f  finally o rgan is ing  a Lodge. Many 
o f  o u r  new Lodges have s ta r ted  in this way, and the ca re  o f  these 
g roups  and th e  correspondence between the individuals and  o u r  Lodge 
is U rge  and  exacting.

Then  there  Is the  work o f  the  N ational Lodge. This Lodge which 
has  its head q u a r te rs  in our  Temple, has members in tw enty-e igh t  
states. These individual members, living in lonely and isolated places 
where a  regu la r  Lodge is no t  possible for  some time to  come, a re  
furnished weekly lectures  w ith  app rop ria te  experim ents  to  be pursued  
a t  home, every T h u rsd ay  night. T he  lectures and  work are  n o t  the 
same as  in o u r  reg u la r  Lodges, b u t  vastly  super io r  to  any  reading 
m a t te r  o r  studies to  be found in  any  books;  and  the success tha t



these N a tiona l  m em bers  h a r e  had  in healing, te lepathy, p ro je c t in g  
th e i r  minds to  d is tan t  p laces, con tro ll ing  n a tu re ’s forces, etc., speaks 
e loquently  to r  the  lec tures  we have been sending  them. A t  o u r  last 
Convention, one of  the  N a tiona l  Lodge m em bers  f rom  In d ia n a  was 
p resen t  as a  de legate  fo r  the  N a t io n a l  Lodge, and  on beha lf  o f  his  
Lodge he p leaded  th a t  the work being done fo r  these individual an d  
isolated mem bers  be continued *way beyond w h a t  w as  originally  plan* 
ned for  them  because o f  th e  g re a t  success of  Such m ethod of sp read 
ing the  G rea t  Light in the d a rk e s t  co rners  o f  th is  land . A t th a t  t im e 
he sa id :  “N o th ing  th a t  has ever been w rit ten  or engraved, c u t  or  
m arked , p r in ted  or  etched on wood, p a p e r  stone or  m eta l ,  r e g a rd 
ing occult t ru th s  and  laws equal the  as tound ing  fac ts  and  simple rules 
given in our  N a tiona l  Lodge lectures. I  speak now of o u r  mem
bers who have been in th e  N ational Lodge nine m onths  and have 
received th ir ty -s ix  weekly lectures  in th a t  t im e a t  a cost less th an  
th a t  o f  th ree  or  f o u r  Foolish, misleading, un ins truc t ive  books with 
occult t i t les.’*

All this N a tiona l  Lodge work* which lends seekers eventually1 
into o u r  reg u la r  Lodges or  keeps them  f ro m  rem ain ing  in to ta l  d a rk 
ness* is in the  hands o f  the Suprem e G ran d  S ecre ta ry ,  Suprem e 
G ran d  H era ld ,  and  tlteir  s tenographer  who is also a  m em ber o f  
o u r  Order.

T he  foregoing  work is p rac tica lly  a  h u m a n i ta r ian  w ork  con* 
duc ted  by our  O rd e r  as  p a r t  of  its ph ilan trop ic  scheme o f  sp read ing  
as much Light as possible so th a t  inquir ing  m inds and seekers may 
no t  rem ain  w ithou t  the  know ledge we have, despite the  fac t  th a t  
they  can n o t  a t ten d  any  of our  Lodges.

Then th e re  is the  reg u la r  rou tine  correspondence and  official 
com m unications, in charge  of  the  S uprem e G ran d  S ec re ta ry  and  his* 
s tenographer ,  while the  Im p c ra to r ’s persona! correspondence  and  o f 
ficial com m unications  pass th rough  the  hands  of  one who ac ts  as his 
p ri v a te  secret a ry .

T h e  continued  p repa ra t io n  and  issuance of lectures each week to  
the  various  Lodges is an o th e r  form idable  t a s k — one which is ever 
requ ir ing  a  b e t te r  or  d if fe ren t  system in o rder  to  m ee t  the  changing 
And increasing conditions. This work is in the  hands o f  two o f  the  
Im p e ra lo r ’s person id cabinet,  and  is assisted by  the  ty pew ri t in g  and 
copying  services of  several  m aste rs  in d if fe ren t  Lodges who have 
come to  realize w hat  a s tupendous  ta sk  is Included in  th is  one fea tu re  
o f  the work.

Then, there  is the R esearch  W o rk  in charge of  Sister  S.* the 
S u p rem e  G ra n d  JHatre, an o th e r  m em ber o f  th e  Im p e ra to r ’s  Cabinet. 
Few realize w hat  th is  means,— how im p o r ta n t  and, tedious  it  is*

in  near ly  all the  lectures of  all degrees of our  w ork  Certain 
scientific laws of  n a tu r e  a re  given. T here  were, in 1915, when the 
lectures  were first p rep a red  for  o u r  AmcTicon use, m any  references  
to  w h a t  was taugh t ,  believed or disbelieved in o ther  philosophies, 
schools of  science or  fields of  exper im en ta l  research. Since then, 
there  have been hundreds  of  so-called “ new" discoveries, especially 
in the  fields of  chemistry , physics and  medicine. These discoveries 
(m ost  of  which are  n o t  new to  RoSaecrucians),  a re  in the  n a tu re  o f  
verification of  our  basic principles  and  we m ust  keep a b reas t  of  these  
new findings for  tw o  reasons: first, th a t  we m a y  no t un in ten t iona l ly  
falsify  in our  lec tu res  by  say ing  of any  o f  o u r  p r inc ip les  th a t  "science 
has  n o t  ye t  lea rned  this  law",—secondly, th a t  wq m a y  r e fe r  ou r



m em bers to th e  s ta tem en ts  m ade by men o f  repu te  outs ide  of  ou r  
Order.

T he  im portance  of  such research w ork  is ab ly  i l lu s t ra ted  in  the 
recent investigation  conducted  by science in to  the  n a tu re  of  elec
trons  and  atoms, 'When the  first lec tures  o f  the  F irs t  D egree were 
given in May o f  1915, o u r  lectures  con ta ined  this s ta tem en t :  “Science 
outside o f  o u r  O rder  is j u s t  beginning to  s tu d y  electrons a n d  while 
the  m o st  em inen t au thorit ies  agree  th a t  an e lec tron  and not the  a tom  
is the  u l t im ate  subdivision of  m a t te r ,  these men s ta te  th a t  there  is 
only one k ind  o f  electrons!— the positive o n e ^ a n d  deny  th a t  there  is 
any  o th e r ;  a n d  some scientists have recently  w ri t ten  th a t  a tom s have 
electrons adher ing  to  th e ir  ou ter  su rface  ins tead  o f  a tom s being  
composed of  e lectrons’*. Since then, science has con tinuously  changed 
its beliefs in regard  to  electrons, and within the  pas t  year  the fact 
has been adm itted ,  with g r e a t  re luctance and  excuse, th a t  there a re  
positive and  negative electrons, and  th a t  po&iibly they  do no t  hang 
on the  ou ts ide  of  a tom s bu t  m ay  co ns t i tu te  the  inner s t ru c tu re  or 
n a tu re  of  atoms. Such changes sis th is  necessitate changes in ou r  
lectures, for  we must always give due  c red it  to Genera l  Science when 
he make^ a  “new*' and “startling** discovery,

O U R  L E C T U R E S  MOST V A L U A B L E
A t  the p resen t  t im e liotn chem istry  and physics a re  tu rn in g  topsy  

tu rv e y  in a much delayed  and  has ty  re t rea t  to  the  first principles  rtf 
the  ear ly  alchemists, and  it is im portan t ,  while also am using, In see 
with w hat  p ro fo u n d  dignity  a n d  reverence for  the  alchemists, whom 
the modern scientists have so long  derided, the  b igoted  minds now 
quote m any  of the  laws found in  our  own degree teachings and 
lectures.

a s  an  instance of  bow science is redeem ing itself, and  of w h a t  
g r e a t  im portance  our  research w ork  is, J will quo te  f rom  ju s t  one 
book secured by  our  research dep a r tm en t  for  the  pu rpose  o f  add ing  
m ore  l ight to  our  lectures, T he  book is one so recently published 
th a t  it  was In our  hands before it could be found in any  s to re  or 
library, I t  is by one of  E n g land ’s fo rem ost scientists whose academic 
degrees and academ y associations w a r r a n t  our  t ru s t  in his claims 
to  speak au tho r i ta t ive ly  for  m odern  chem istry  and physics. In  fact,  
the  professor  is telling in th is  book w hat  has  been discovered in the  
p a s t  year  in bo th  o f  these fields. On the  very first page  he says: “The 
t im e is gone when it w as  reg a rd ed  as perfec t ly  legitim ate to  poin t 
to  A lchem y (using a cap ita l  A  fo r  the word, i f  you p lease) ,  as an 
instance o f  the  aberra t ions  of  the hum an  mind. R ecen t  experimental  
research has b ro u g h t  abou t  p ro fo u n d  modifications in the scientific 
concept o f  the  physical universe itself;  a n d  & cer ta in  resemblance can 
be t ra ced  between these la te r  views a n d  the  theo r ies  o f  bygone Al
chem y11. On the  las t  page o f  the bonk* a f t e r  140 pages  of in teres t ing  
revelations of  w h a t  science has  ju s t  founid, he  says: “W e have shown 
th a t  m odern  science indicates the essential t ru th  of alchemist te doc
t r ine ,  and  o u r  task  is ended” .

All this, m ind  you, f rom  a m an  who i3 ne i the r  an insane mystic 
n o r  a Rosaecrueian I W ell m ay  his las t  words be  these :  “and  it U 
w orth  noticing how m any of the  alchemists* obscure descriptions of 
the ir  M agistery  well app ly  to  lliut marvelous som eth ing  which we 
call  E n e rgy  ( s p i r i t ] ,  th e  t r u e  ’F i r s t  M a t te r1 of  the  Universe. A nd 
o f  th e  o th e r  problem, th e  E lix ir  V ita l  [N o u s ] ,  wTho know s?”

T he Sister  in charge o f  o u r  research work is in co n s tan t  touch



with every new book ur pam phlet published bear ing  upon  any phase 
of  mir work, and  in ;ul<1ition reads and studies, or  has o thers  read 
and  study, every magazine or  newspaper article th a t  m ay  rep o r t  new 
findings of science. Such books o r  publications  as  are  found helpful 
a re  purchased by  her  and  lat.rr donated  to  our  S uprem e G ra n d  Lodge 

, Library , thus  adding a g rea t  quan ti ty  of  new reading  m a t te r  to 
o u r  L ib ra ry  each month.

This one phase o f  the  work a t  headquar te rs ,  which m eans the 
con tinued  read ing  and  s tudy  of  so m any  new books, magazines, and 
newspapers by m any of the  highest degree  members with consequent 
w ri t ing  and  classification of  facts and  s ta tem ents  found, is a  work 
w orthy  of  any large college o r  un ivers i ty ;  ye t  it  is purely  incidental 
to  the  g rea t  work cons tan tly  going on at headquar te rs  for  the  sake 
o f  th e  g rea te r  illumination we arc sp read ing  wherever wc have the 
u nham pered  and  app rec ia ted  opportunity .

W H E N C E  CA M E T H E  E N T H U S IA S M ?
T he question was asked, ju s t  before  o u r  las t  Convention ,1 when

we were iri the  m ids t  of  the  combined a t tacks  o f  o u r  few enemies:
“W hy is  it  t h a t  the  S uprem e Council, and especially the  one section 
o f  it (composing the  I rnpera to r’s C ab ine t) ,  is so1 enthusiastic  and  so 
sacrificing in its defense of  the O rd e r  a n d  th e  Im p e ra to r” ? The; 
question was asked by  one of  o u r  O rd e r  who was so blinded fo r  the
t im e by  the  “gas  and  flume** of the  enemies1 fire th a t  he could  not
discern tlic t ru th .  H e  saw in the loyalty  o f  these Suprem e Councilors 
a fidelity based on ignorance of  th e  fac ts  or  a n  a t tach m en t  to  the 
O rd e r  because o f  some u l te r io r  motives. H e  even ven tu red  the 
opinion th a t  be never saw such s teadfastness  a n d  obedience on the 
p a r t  of  Councilors before. W hen one is in th e  w rong  and tu rn in g  
o n ^ s  buck to  the L igh t  because such a p a th  leads a long the  lines 
o f  least res Is te nee, one is a p t  to  m isjudge the  choice of  others. The 
r i tu a l  of  o u r  Second D egree  tells us  to become accustomed to  the 
Lesser L igh t  th a t  we may n o t  become blinded by  the  g lare  Of the 
G rea te r  L igh t  when we suddenly come face to  face with it.

Buhvcr  L y t to n  once wrote  th a t  “enthusiasm  is th e  genius of 
s incerity11, and  s incerity  is the  keynote o f  the  a t t i tu d e  o f  o u r  loyal 
members. They  w ere  sincere in un it ing  with us, have been sincere 
in all th e i r  s tudies  a n d  application  of  o u r  principles to  th e i r  daily 
lives, a n d  are sincere in th e i r  defense of  o u r  O rd e r  and its  O f
ficers. I t  is because the members of the  Im p e ra to r ’s Cabinet, p lus  
a  few others, were fu lly  aw are  of  th e  com ing of  the  troub le  in the  
m onths  ju s t  passed, th a t  th ey  were p repared  fo r  i t ;  it  was because 
they  were p rep a red  fo r  it, a n d  knew its precise n a tu re  and th e  final 
outcome, th a t  they were n o t  s ta r t led  or  blinded by  its  false glare 
a n d  sc in ti la t ing  iridescent, multicolored, vascila ting  trophotropism .

N A T IO N A L IT Y  O F  T H E  S U P R E M E  C O U N C IL

T h e  B ro th e rs  and  Sisters com posing the  Suprem e G ra n d  Coun«* 
oil a re  Am erican men and  women o f  excellent rep u te  a n d  m ora l 
s tan d in g  In New York. T he  charge  w as  m ade d u r in g  olir t roubles  
th a t  there  were m any  foreigners on  the  S uprem e Council. E xcep t  
fo r  a few  changes in the  Council las t  June ,  the  personnel o f  th e  
Council is j u s t  as  it  has  been for  tw o  years, h u t  never w as  th e re  a  
“ foreigner’1 on our  Council: all a re  loyal Americans, T he  on ly  few  
on  the  Council who have th e  slightest foreign  accent in  the ir  speech 
a re :  B ro ther  L.,— o u r  Suprem e G ran d  M aster,  born  in  Sweden, and



a  seoluua Am erican pa tr io t ,  and Sister A.,—born in D enm ark , a tra ined  
nurse and one who has for m any  years "devoted her  time and  unusual 
services to  pa tr io tic  A m erican  luimanitarianism. T he  falsity of  such 
a  charge is a p p a re n t  the moment one meets this body of  twenty-five 
educated, refined, cu l tu red  men and  women.

T h a t  th e  Councilors pa id  no a t ten t io n  to  the charges made against 
the  O rder ,  the  lm p e ra to r  and themselves is due to  the  fac t  t h a t  the ir  
in tim ate  knowledge of the  * facts and the  t ru ths ,  m ade  them  u n a f 
fected by the  pe tty ,  mean, u n t ru th fu l  s ta tem en ts  m ade by those who 
sought first, to  (\isrupt o u r  Organization , and  secondly, in th e  resu lt
ing chaotic  condition to  pose as saviors of th e  Order,  reform ers  o{ 
a g rea t  evil and slip into pow er  and  office, and  control  tlie o rgan iza
tion. Tht! miserable fa i lu re  of  such a plan wilt explain the  condi
tions Jnd  actions on the p a r t  o f  th ree  or  four  m em bers  o r  ex-mem
bers  whose p lans  and  moves we antic ipa te  and  await d u r in g  the 
next six months with absolutely no fea r ;  again, being forew arned  
will not prevent,  b u t  will neutralize.

T H U  S O U R C E  O F  O U li  T E A C H IN G S

P erhaps  the most im portan t ,  because interesting, though most 
absu rd  o f  all charges  made against  the O rder,  or  ra th e r  the  Im pcra tq r ,  
was th a t  he had, personally, alone o r  with the  help of others, invented, 
form ulated  or  simply m anufac tu red  all the  teachings in o u r  O rder  
from pages und p a rag rap h s  taken  f rom  hooks to  be found  in libraries 
in the  United  States. Those who made the charge went so f a r  as 
to  m ention  th e  names of such books as w ere  used b y  th e  lm p e ra to r  
in his p ilfer ing  charla tanism . T he  titles of  the  six or  seven books 
mentioned are  no t  recalled ju s t  now, though a few o f  them were 
“Ded’s Electric  Philosophy of  L ife” , C row ley 's  “E q u in o x " ,  “ L ib ra ry  
of M esm er ism " ,  by Dr. Dods, “ Cellular Cosmogony*1 b y  Koresh, 
“New Light from the  G rea t  I^ast’1 by Parsons, etc.

Two years  ago the  charge  was m ade by an Englishman posing 
in this coun try  as a man of high uml enviable Masonic repute, t h a t  all 
o u r  teachings were taken  f rom  one ( I )  book, called “T he  Rivers of 
L ife” . A bsurd  as  this proves to  be to  any  one who reads  th a t  book, 
still, the  difficulty in ge t t ing  a  copy o f  it  for  exam ination  should 
have induced o u r  genial censors and critics to  ad d  t h a t  book to  the  
above list.

T 1IE  IM  P E R A T O R 'S  C H A L L E N G E

One wilL note  th a t  the  books mentioned are  either old or  ra re  
hooks, such us are no t  to  be found in every library , if, indeed, they  
can be  found in  any l ib ra ry  in small cities; this m akes it most dif
ficult for  those who hear  the  s ta tem en t  to  examine the  books and
m ake comparisons with o u r  Temple lec tures  or teachings. T he  
lm p e ra to r  lias no t  examined all the books listed, hu t  lie has m ade  this 
reply to  the charge, and now puts  it  upon record  in black and  white: 
if  anyone can prove th a t  one or  more of  o u r  lec tu res  conta in ing  
o u r  fundam enta l  teachings, or  th a t  all or. p a r t  of  our  principles, 
terminology, laws, r ituals  and dem onstra tions  were taken  f rom  one 
or more printed, typew ritten ,  engraved  or handw rit ten  books or 
m anuscrip ts  p r in ted  and published or made public before  our
O rder  p r in ted  its first magazine and  Literature, the lm p e ra to r  will 
immediately concede the  charge as true , incr im inating  himself as
a  p lag iaris t  and false p re ten d e r  and  permit,  without opposition or 
fu r th e r  action, his im peachm ent and removal as lm p e ra to r ,  officer



o r  m em ber of  the  Order. A  legal agreem ent between the  Im p e ra to r  
and  any body of  men and women as  an investigating  comm ittee, or 
with an y  individual as  an investigator* will be  made* se t t in g  fo rth  
t l i s a m e  promise and challenge, if  such is sincerely desired p r io r  t6 
any  complete a n d  exhaustive investigation; and  every facili ty  and 
assis tance will be  freely  rendered by  the  Suprem e G ra n d  Lodge, Its 
Council, Officers and  Im pcra to r .

I f  I  have failed  to  mention any  book in the  foregoing  list which 
should be  included because it lias been used  by  those m aking  the 
charge, I will gladly announce  the  titles of  such books in the  next 
issue of  the  Crom aat,

AN E X C E P T IO N  TO  T H E  C H A L L E N G E
O ne exception 1 m ust  m ake in regard  to  the  challenge: I t  is  this: 

no  publication  is to  he included which con ta ins  a veiled, b u t  very 
complete, outline of o u r  l i ’J-C teachings w ri t ten  atid published un der  
a pen-nam e of my own, tlinroiighly au then tica ted ,  bu t  lit t le  known, 
an d  du ly  an d  properJy  copyrighted  in i ts  en t i re ty  by me m any years 
ago. This was done in o rd e r  to  p ro tec t  our  teach ings  and  secure 
d copyrigh t  on  them  b e f o r e  th e  O rd e r  s ta r te d  w ithou t  revealing them 
to  those who should no t  have them . T herefore ,  such a  publication 
w ri t ten  by  me, coyrigh ted  by  me, can n o t  be  used as  evidence. This  
will p robably  surprise  one o r  two who h a v e . been p lan ing  to  br ing  
th is  old and  ra re  publication  to  light, no t  knowing t h a t  the  au tho r 's  
name is my ow n and  th t  copyr igh t  also my own. B u t ,  again,—  
foreknowledge has s ingular  advan tages  n o t  realized by the  un th ink
ing, p re jud iced  minds.

As to  who, in  reg a rd  to  person and  personali ty ,  p repared , w rote  
o r  fo rm ula ted  th e  orig inal d r a f t  of  the  laws, the  principles, the  sym
bols, rituals, phrases, words, signs, etc., I  canno t  tell, fo r  I  do not 
know, atid, in t r u e  R osaccm cian  spirit,  do  n o t  care. 1 feel qu ite  
sure, however, th a t  n o t  one or  a hundred  minds p repared  these things, 
b u t  m any  scores o f  g rea t  minds in various  ages.

T H E  S U P R E M E  C O U N C IL  O F  T H E  W O R L Di

This  brings me to  ano ther  one o f  the  charges m ade :  th a t  th e tc  
was not and is no t  a t ru ly  established, r igh tfu lly  em pow ered  Suprem e 
Rosaecrucian  (o r  Rose Croix) Council o f  the  World.

In  answ ering  th is  charge ,  m a y  I  be  p e rm it ted  to  indulge In a  
little ab s trac t  reasoning? W h y  is it, t h a t  while so m uch stress Is 
laid, by some members, on th e  ac tua l  need  o r  necessity o f  p ro o f  on 
b u r  p a r t  th a t  there  is such a Suprem e Council, these same individuals 
do no t  dem and, do n o t  even ask for, a n y  p ro o f  f rom  others  who 
claim th a t  there  i» n o t  a  Suprem e Council o f  th e  W orld?

T he  negative  s ta tem en t  is accepted b y  some w ithou t  the  request  
o f  any  evidence of  even a  c ircuuistancial n a tu re ,  while th e  positive 
sta tement^ Is refused unless supported  b y  evidence a lm ost impossible 
to  subm it so as to  be sa tis fy ing  to  th e  m ind  which Is credulous to  th e  
negative and incredulous to  th e  positive assertions.

F rom  a pure ly  logical po in t  of  view is there not more c ircum stan-  
cial evidence iti favor  o f  th e  existence o f  such S uprem e Council, th an  
th e re  is against  such a  possibility?

F irs t :  the  founding  of o u t  O rd e r  here i n  Am erica , the  p re p a ra 
tion of  all its r ituals ,  symbols and  teachings, the  precedents  a n d  p rac 
tices o f  p rocedure ,  the p re -p rep a ra t ion  of  necessary l i te ra tu re ,  pa rap h e r-



naliu, etc., the  growth  of the  O rder,  its ability to  meet ce r ta in  a t 
tache, a n d  unfavorab le  conditions, its resQrt, constantly , to  a  compe
ten t  advisor o r  advisors, its existence a f te r  nearly  four  years of  a t 
tack  by those who have t r ied  to  prove all its claims false,— do no t  
a ll  these things indicate th a t  there  is a com peten t  advisory board  o r  
body som ew here  which did and  does a c t  as  a  super io r  advisory 
Council?

Secondly; th e  very fac t  th a t  even those  who have read  or  heard  
the  least abou t  ftosaccrueians, generally believe th a t  the  O rd e r  is an 
E u ro p ean  movement, th a t  its superio r  M asters  ot executives are  in 
E urope ,  t h a t  f rom  E u ro p e  would come th e  sole power to  found  the  
O rd e r  here, and  th a t  somewhere in E urope  is the g rea t  head qu ar te rs  
of  the  O rde r ;—is n o t  all this s tronger  c i rcu m stan t ia l  evidence th a t  
there is a n d  m u s t  be  a Suprem e R'J'C Council than  any  evidence sub
m itted  against  such a fact?

I f  there  is no t  such n Suprem e Council, and  If there  never was, 
then the founder  of  the  O rder  here in America has  invented, devised, 
form ulated ,  perfected , , issued, and m a tu red  the  whole fabric  from 
beginning to  end ;  and, if  this is true , then lie and  his advisors, or 
Council, would  bo the Suprem e R-{-C Council of  the  W orld  by  lawful 
and  logical conclusion and  concession.

I f  there  is o r  was a  Suprem e U f C  pouncil  of  the  W orld , or  any 
superior executive body of  such a nature ,  and  it d id  no t  and  does 
no t  sponsor our  O rd e r  here in America, and  can  prove th a t  ou r  
O rd e r  is f rau d u len t  in i ts  work, p ilfer ing  its teachings, wrongly exist
ing as a perfec tly  organised body, why has  such a bqdy remained 
silent fo r  fo u r  years  and  pe rm it ted  our  claims and  s ta tem en ts  to  go 
unchallenged, uncontrad ic ted ,  and  free  f rom  in junctions  through the 
Courts  o f  the  United S ta tes  or  otherwise?

There  arc  answers to  these questions; they  will su rp r ise  you o r  
please you as they  daw n  upon your  consciousness* But, before  you 
answer them bear  in mind th a t  if  you say  there  never was and  is 
no t  now a  European, or foreign Supreme Council of the W orld , then  
you are indicating your willingness to  g ran t  and  concede all superior  
au thor i ty  and power o f ' a n d  in the  AM ORC to  the p resen t  Im p e ra to r  
and his Council in A m erica ;  in o ther  words, t h a t  th e  “Suprem e R-j-C 
Council of  the W orld” is the A m erican  Suprem e Council, or  a t  least  
the  A m erican  Im p e ra to r  and his associates*

A re  you ready a n d  willing to  concede this? No^ foT no t  even 
th e  few who have been endeavoring  to  p rove  fo r  a long  time th a t  
there  is no  such AM ORC Council in E u ro p e  are  willing to  adm it 
th a t  in such case the  Suprem e Council must be in America.

O f  course, all th is  is innane in the  face of  cer ta in  facts known to 
those who deserve to  know, and  in the face o f  certa in  results achieved 
by  o u r  O rder  in the pas t  th ree  years.

All who should know will come to  know some day, th a t  the 
G rea t  W hite  B ro therhood  of the W orld  lias its Suprem e U*J«C Couiii? 
oil, th e  mem bers  of  which are  the chief executives of our  O rd e r  
wherever it  exists; and, some day, the  re la tion  between o u r  O rd e r  
and  similar branches of  work being conducted  by  the G rea t  W hite 
Brotherhood wilt be m ade known. U nti l  then, silence and  fidelity are 
the watchwords.

T H E  V A L U E  O F  T H E  H IG H E R  T E A C H IN G S
Little  can be discerned of  the  g re a t  work o f  the  O rd e r  from  

» iner t  retrospection of  the work of  the first Six Degrees* Startl ing,



surprising, valuable, in teresting  or  pleasing as m a y 'b e  the principles 
and  laws revealed or  ex plained in the ear ly  degrees, and as rev
olutionary  as may he m any  of  our  fundam enta l  principles to  the 
tninds considerably or  g rea t ly  educated in  o ther  schools, still, not 
un ti l  Ihe N in th  Degree is reached does one come to  a full realisa
tion of  the  tru ly  revolutionary na tu re  of  the  lessons tau g h t  !n this 
unusually  d if fe ren t  schooling. Ench Degree may bring its awaken
ing to  our  consciousness and  its  ebullition to  o u r  la ten t  forces and 
powers; b u t  beyond the Seventh D egree (most mystical of  all) there  
comes a distinct objetive realisation of  a spiritual and  physical growth 
which has  so slowly come upon us th a t  we are  awed and  amazed a t  
the  change so wondrously  wrought.

This was b rough t  to the  Im p e ra to r ’s a t ten t ion  recently  in a p leas
ing m anner  on a T h u rsd ay  n igh t:  The N in th  D egree of  the  Supreme 
G rand  Lodge ju s t  completed its th ird  or  fo u r th  lec ture  on a subject 
o f  Intense and extreme im portance containing the  laws of  u tm ost  
im portance  to  mankind. T he  members had  retired  f rom  the  Temple 
to  the L ib ra ry  fo r  general discussion a f te r  several had  given en
thusiastic  voice to  praise o f  the  g rea t  lesson ju s t  learned  and illus
t r a te d  to  them, when 1 B ro ther  Theodore M., a  Suprem e Councilor 
of  the O rd e r  and  a n  executive in one of  the  foremost o f  the  large 
educational film companies in America, with his wife, S ister  ML; 
(our  Suprem e High Priestess of  the  Im p e ra to r ’s Cabinet)  b rough t  to  
th e  lm p e ra to r  Governor (dele ted) o f  the  S ta te  o f  (dele ted) who 
had  called a t  the  Lodge for  the  purpose  of  having B ro ther  M., 
in troduce him to  o u r  work. In  his presence and the  presence of 
others, B ro ther  M,, said: “The teachings of  these h igher degrees are 
beyond the  conception of  outsiders, t  am  an  old newspaper m an; 
I have seen life and  lived th rough  m any  phases of  education and 
tra ining? and you knOw, Governor, I  have had  a repu ta t ion  as a  
w rite r  on subjec ts  of  almost unlimited fields, and  my business made 
It necessary for  me to  keep closely in touch with every recent dis
covery  in the  various sciences. This, na tu ra lly ,  gives one a  wide 
knowledge and  liberal education. But,  I find, lately, th a t  1 am In 
the  k indergar ten  aga in  and  to-n ight I  discovered th a t  I do no t  even 
know the  A, B, C's, o f  the  t ru th s  which exist a round  us and which 
should have been tau g h t  to  us in the public schools. 1 am  beginning 
m y life’s s tu d y  over again, and I am not  only delighted b u t  as
tounded  and chagrined a t  the  same tim e” .

I t ’ is common to  the  lec turers  of  the  h igher degrees to  have 
members rise a t  the  close of  the  lectures and p a y  t r ib u te  to  th e  
teachings and  testify  to  some unusual o r  ex trao rd in a ry  benefit derived 
f rom  the  prac tice  o f  some o f  th e  principles; a n d  it has been noted  
with ex trem e p leasure  to  th e  lm p era to r ,  who Is n o t  similarly  s itua ted , 
th a t  the  more extensive or  intensive, specific and  academic has  been 
the  education o r  t ra in in g  of  a  m em ber In o ther  schools, universities, 
sciences or  a rts ,  the  m ore  enthusiastic  h a s  been th e  pra ise  o f  the  
lessons given in these degrees.

F o r  Instance* one  m em ber o f  the  S uprem e G rand  Lodge is in 
the  m an u fac tu re  o f  p r in t in g  inks a n d  en joys  th e  distinction o f  p ro 
ducing the best g rade  and  quali ty  in our  city. In  his fac to ry  he 
has a very complete chemical labora to ry ,  a n d  chem istry  in all its 
exactness and  m ystery  plays an  im p o r tan t  p a r t  in th e  m an u fac tu re  
of  dyes and  body  substance  for  good Inks. R ecently  this B ro th e r  
said; “In  the  four  years  th a t  I  s tudied chem istry  a t  Columbia Uni
versity , 1 did no t  l e a m  as much abou t  the  laws and  fundam enta l  
principles o f  chemistry as I  have here  in  the  O rder ;  and  w hat  1



have learned is of  g rea te r  help to  me in the  very practica l  problem* 
o f  my business” ,

T H E  T E A C H IN G S  O F  T H E  H IG H  D E G R E E S
r

In regard  to  w hat  the  fu tu re  holds fo r  our  Order* 1 am remind
ed  of  whut lias also been said hy a few members who were excom
m unicated  for  violations of  the ir  oaths and fo r  o lhcr  more serious 
acts, The s ta tem ent was: “T here  are  lit t le  or  no teachings In the 
degrees above the Sixth Degree1*. This s ta tem en t  must sound s trange  
to  the  th i r ty  or  more members of. the Suprem e G rand  Lodge who 
passed ou t  of  the  Sixth Degree over a year  ago, nearty  two years  ago, 
and  arc still active members, paying the ir  dues, a t tend ing  th e i r  high 
degree weekly lectures, s tudying  d it igrn tly  and  ob ta in ing  and a tta in ing 
g rea te r  knowledge and power euch week, and  dem onstra t ing  this 
in experim ents  and work covering the  whole country , and  to  which 
hundreds of  our  m em bers  can  testify.

Can any  o f  our  m em bers  in m any  Lodges now in the  Sixth 
Degree conceive of  the ir  Sixth  D egree lectures no t  leading to  more 
wonderful and in teresting  s tudy? Most of  them comprehend now 
w h a t  surely m ust be In the  Seventh and  E igh th  Degrees.

W h a t  of  the study of  the  taws a lid principles of  p ro jec t ing  one’s 
mind o r  soul-self into d is tan t  places to  see and  be seen, to  hear 
and be heard? This one subject  alone, n o t  tau g h t  in a  p rac t ica l  way 
by any  school o f  the  Occident and  seldom practiced  except by  the 
Master Adepts  o f  India, is worthy of  all the  s tu d y  and  p repara t ion  
th a t  leads up  to  it  th rough  the  work o f  our  first six degrees. I f  
there is any one mystical process or  principle of u tm ost  value to  an 
adep t  it  is this one o f  pro jecting . T h ro u g h  i t  a n d  with it  the  mystics 
can utilize no t  only alt principles ta u g h t  in th e  Sixth  Degree, b u t  
every principle t a u g h t  In all the lower degrees. Conceive, If you please, 
of  utilizing the principles and  Jaws of the  Second Degree without 
the l imitations of  time and spaeel Think w hat  i t  m eans to  one who 
is t ry in g  to  apply  all o u r  laws, to be  able to  do  so a t  any  time 
w ithout for one m om ent considering distance, time, conditions, etc,

As wonderful as all this m ay  seem, it  Is no t  as  t ru ly  surprising 
in i ts  possibilities nor  as as tounding  in its im portance  to  o u r  exist
ence and  our  fu tu re  development, as are  the  principles and  laws 
of the h igher  degrees.

C O N S T A N T  E L IM IN A T IO N
T he work, tests, t r ia ls  and  experiences o f  the  lower degrees were 

purposely  p lanned  to  accomplish th ree  tilings: 1, the  development 
and  perfection of  those who have a n a tu ra l  unders tand ing  of m any  
occult  laws lying d o rm an t  in the ir  minds f rom  some previous In
ca rna t ion ;  2, the  teaching  of  cer ta in  fundam enta ls  no t  know n to 
some minds which are  sincere and  t ru ly  anxious to  learn ;  3, the 
clinkinntion from our lodges those minds o r  persons unfit and  un read y  
o r  unwilling to  absorb and  unders tand  o r  Sufficiently self-eliminating 
to  adhere  to  rules and  regulations.

Those who canno t  submit, in peace and  unders tanding , to  the  
m oderate ,  logical, uniform , general  and  constructive, though au to c ra t 
ic, laws of our  O rder,  abiding by  established systems, conform ing  to 
cer ta in  l im itations a n d  s tepping  beyond cer ta in  falfee l im itations can 
never learn  to  work with or  u til ise  th e  laws of God and  n a tu re  which 
a re  more exacting, more au tocra tic ,  more limiting and  limitless.

Therefore ,  a ce r ta in  definite process of  e limination is going on



constantly , for  the  good of  the  Order, the gopcl of  the individuals, 
and the  good of  hum anity  generally. '

I ivas told o f  this process o f  elipiinatibn , in E u ro p e  before  I 
m ade  my first atop tow ard  organiz ing the  work here- As I und er
s tood  it, then, (he following average  reduction  in membership would 
come abou t  in each Lodge th rough  the  subtle process o f  elimination,

O f every carefu lly  selected 100 members who Crossed the  Thresh- 
old in the first degree, the following num ber would reach the  higher 
degrees:

In to  Second Degree  —   ..... —85
”  Th ird  " .............. ............... - -.....-.78

F o u r th  ” ---------- ---------- ----  -GO
"  F if th  ”........   -.....................52
M Sixth ”  -.  - ......................45
” Seventh ” .... ........ ..... ............. .........-40
“  E igh th  ” ---------------------- ........—30
”  Ninth  "  .....- ........      —M
” T en th  " ............................. — .....~..2t
w Eleventh  "  -...... -..........  - -1 8
” Tw elfth  "  ™ - .....    16
,l the  Illuminati to  remain ...........-............. 12

In  o ther  words, ou t  of  100 In it ia tes  into the F irs t  Degree, a cer
tain num ber  would continue  regularly  with all work, and  12 o f  them 
would reach the  I llum inati  in regu la r  course. ,

. i
O f  those who d ropped  ou t  d u r in g  the  first th ree  degrees? perhaps 

one or  two would eventually re-unite  with the  O rder  and  advance 
a f te r  having learned of the  serious mistake in d ropp ing  out. O f the 
g rea t  num ber who lag behind in the  h igher degrees, a ce r ta in  percen t
age, perhaps ten  to  fifteen percent,  discover the ir  unpreparcdncss  to 
advance* ami take the  lower degrees over again,'—a th ing  which has 
been done by m any members in our  Lodges who though t  the early 
degrees un im portan t  only to  discover in the  8th or  9th Degree tha t  
the  laws in the  2nd and 4th Degrees were the  basis of  m any others. 
Those who thus  lag  behind eventually reach the 12th Degree with an 
o ther  group. M any others  d rop  ou t  in the 6th and  7th Degrees, be
cause they have found all they cared  for,— principally, the  healing 
work,—and  are  not Interested in the  esoteric or  tru ly  mystical work. 
Others, of  course, drop out as they discover th a t  more than  intellect, 
more than  simple study, more than  time and  attendance are necessary 
to  advancement. The higher degrees require abundan t  love, tolerance, 
spirituality , a t tu n em en t  with G od’s laws, honor, respect, deep medita
tion and, most im p o r tan t  of  all, unselfish desires to  help hum an ity  a t  
every opportunity .

Therefore ,  wc are neither surprised nor  chagrined  at the  elim
ination th a t  has taken place in most lodges in the  pas t  year  a f te r  the 
members have passed a b o v e  the Second and  Th ird  Degrees; nor has 
the bu rn ing  of the  crucible and the  a t tacks  of  o u r  enemies caused any 
g rea te r  elimination than  was expected. One cause o r  ano ther  will re 
move those who need to  be removed or  who need some excuse for 
quie tly  or  noisely drop f rom  our membership.

I t  is in and  above the  Tw elfth  Degree, or, in o ther  words, in the 
Illuminati,  with its s tran ge  lectures und indescribable work, th a t  the 
esoteric fulfillment of  the  Rosaecnician world is realized; and  ou r  
O rd e r  of twelve degrees lending to  the Illuminati is a school o r  col
lege o f  the  exoteric  laws p repar ing  .the sincere minds for  the lifo 
of  power and accomplishment they seek.



T H E  H U M A N IT A R IA N  W O R K

A nother  point which tins been touched tipOn b u t  little, is the 
hum anita r ian  work which Rosaccrucians can do.

W c have in America, and th roughou t  the  world, m any  organized 
bodies and m any  independent persons, devoting the ir  time and  means 
to  h um an ita r ian  work of a purely  materialistic na tu re .

A survey of  the  field of  activities conducted  in the  nam e of 
“cha r i ty” convinces the analytical and h um an ita r ian  mind th a t  much 
is left undone  which is of  g rea te r  im portance  than  w ha t  is done.

A  Rosaccrucian, born  o r  bred, of  perfec t  unders tand ing  a n d  t w i n 
ing, becomes a scmi-SocUlist in his th ink ing  and  doing, especially 
in his doing; no t  th a t  he o f ten  associates himself with the  so-called 
Socialistic movement, fo r  he realizes th a t  no t  th rough  legislation o r  
revolution will the  desired changes come abou t;  bu t  he knows and 
unders tands  certa in  fundam enta l  principles crudely held by the So
cialists which m ust  com e ab o u t  first before  anyth ing  else can  be 
done fo r  hum anity  of a  pe rm anen t  n a tu re ,  and  these must corae 
abou t  through evolution.

T he  giving o f  money, as  a fo rm  o f  char i ty  or  hum anlta rian tsm , 
is insufficient unless it  is devoted to  the  fu r th e r in g  o f  th e  plans of 
evolution. M an 's  g rea tes t  need is knowledge; m o n e y 'o n ly  seems to 
be th e  g rea tes t  nerd  because man has a llo tted  to  it, or  pe rm it ted  it 
to assume, the contro l  of  the  th ings he needs. J u s t  as a baby learns 
to  depend upon its mother, r a th e r  th an  upon  its  own undeveloped 
abilities or  powers, fo r  all i ts  needs, so man has learned  to  depend 
upon the  unseen service, the  purchasing power, the magic control, 
of  m oney for  all he needs. And, when m an  is in  dire need, to  give 
hitn relief th rough  a  gift of  money is to  fu r th e r  convince him tha t  
th e  difference between sufficiency and  Insufficiency, health  and  di
sease, happiness and sorrow, richness and  poverty , life and  death .  Is 
a d ifference  of  dollars only.

M an has  been t a u g h t  t h a t  he owes ce r ta in  obligations to  a  few, 
and  these obligations a re  those which m an-made laws decree exist 
between him and  the  few by  virtue of certa in  limited m ateria l  bonds, 
con trac ts ,  written  or  definitely implied agreements. H e  has been 
taugh t ,  fu rtherm ore ,  th a t  near ly  all, if  no t  oil, o f  these obligations 
can be met or  satisfied, like a ju d g m en t  in court ,  with money, He 
believcs .it his du ty  or  obligation to  work and  labor  solely fo r  th e  
purpose  of  ea rn ing  or  obtaining money, because with noth ing  else 
can  he m eet all his  obligations.

Once man realizes th a t  he  owes cer ta in  other obligations, as 
definitely implied, but, no t  within the  ju risd ic t ion  o f  th e  courts  o f  
man's  law, which he must meet, a n d  once he comes to  a full apprecia
tion of  the  fac t  th a t  his d u ty  to labor  and  work and devote himself 
to  constructive  e f fo r ts  is a d u ty  to God and  his fellow m an, and  as 
soon as  man becomes cognizant o f  his purpose  and  mission in life, 
generally, lie will come to  know th a t  with money he can p a y  b u t  the 
least of  all his debts  and th a t  fo r  accum ulating  m oney litt le  e f fo r t  
on his p a r t  should be devoted, if  a n y  a t  all,

But,  such a change canno t  com e abou t  suddenly. Evolution, not 
revolution, is necessary; and  evolution is a process of  g radua l  d e 
velopment, consciously realised and  objectively  m anifes ted  only a f te r  
it  has been subjectively assimilated.

The evolutWn of man is possible only th rough  experiences realised 
Btid understood. Such realization an d  unders tand in g  depend upon



the p roper  in terp re ta t ion  being given by  man to  each experience,—■ 
and man can  only in te rp re t  ami mule ret and according to  the  light of 
knowledge which lie possesses.

B y  the  spreading of Light, the dissemination o f  troth* the  giv
ing of  such facts as  constitu te  p ro p e r  or  adequate  knowledge^— is 
indeed the greatest  hum anitar ian  work th a t  can be done in this age.

T he  application of  one's  excess of  money to  the building of 
libraries for  public use is not an adequate  compensation for  the  fu n da
mental w rong most certainly  existing in the  acquiring of  such wealth. 
Such libraries  do not. give hack to men the  p roduc t  o f  the ir  e f fo r ts ;  nor 
do they help in spread ing  the  g rea te r  light which must be given man 
in order to  free him from his bondage to  usage, custom, decree of 
man and d ic ta te  of  wealth. T he  books in such libraries  as p u rp o r t  
to  aid him in Ids proper evolution, or  to  which he tu rn s  in abiding 
faith  fo r  dependable knowledge, conta in  falsities a n d  errors, or  p u r 
posely mislead him by insid iously  instilling the  fundam enta ls  of  the 
false knowledge or beliefs to  which he has been a slave fo r  many, 
m any centuries.

To  use one’s .unnecessary  accumulations by  the  building of 
hospitals in which the  financially poor may receive free  t re a tm en t  
when diseased o r  in jured, is to  continuously express to  the  man the 
conviction th a t  disease and physical su ffering  are  Inevitable and ail 
tha t  can be done to  m ain ta in  health is to  purchase, or  receive o ther
wise through the  .power of  money, a cure  or  relief. Man is n o t  taug h t  
in th is  wise tha t  health is the  essential purpose of  na ture ,  th a t  disease 
and physical suffering  are  not inevitable. Me does not learn tha t  
na tu re  and all her forces arc  always p repared  to  prevent ra ther  than 
cure or  relieve suffering, and th a t  disease of the  body is a m irro red  
condition of  intellects th a t  knowledge prevents  nod ignorance permits ,  
while superstition and  falsity  a t tem p t  to  cure.

The feet th a t  there are  311 public and  well known hospitals in 
G rea te r  New York and  only th ree  little known insti tutes teaching 
principles of  prevention of  disease, makes the hum an beings in our 
city believe or  f e d  th a t  disease is a most general thing, inevitable, 
almost quite  logical, if n o t  perfectly  natural.

They know th a t  each one o f  these *211 institutes is a monum ent 
to  the power of money. 'J’hcy are  a testimonial to  the  belief “with
out money you must be sick, suffer,  s tarve, and  die; by  means of 
money you may be well, healthy anil h ap py ” . T h a t  man believes his 
du ty  to labor  or his obligation to  produce  is solely for  the* purpose 
of  earning money, is i l lustrated by  the  fac t  th a t  so m any believe at 
the same time th a t  if money can he oh ta ined  otherwise, or  is given 
to  them, it  is useless to  labor  and  the  m oral obligation to  labor for 
constructive purposes is non-existent-

T he  tendency on the p a r t  of  man generally to  cease from labor 
as soon as money is acquired for  all sufficient m ate r ia l  needs, is 
a n a tu ra l  conclusion f rom  the  wrong premise under  which m an  had 
thought and labored  for so long.

“The idle r ich", find justif ication in the ir  a t t i tu d e  because of 
the  same reasoning from the same premise. To  them  the power of 
money is no g rea te r  than  it is to the  man who has labored  fo r  his 
purchasable needs for  ten or  tw en ty  years and  then  ceases for a 
while because a small legacy has come to  him which he uses to p u r 
chase those things for which lie h itherto  labored.

T he  g rea te r  the  accumulation of  wealth, the  g rea te r  its possi-
Irt



b i l i t i c s ;  b u t  t l i r  d o l l a r  in  I lie p o o r  m a n ’s h a n d  an ti  th e  d o l l a r  in  th e  
rich man'!; h a n d  a r e  eq u a l  irt t h a t  p o w e r  which  in w ro n g ,— th e  p o w e r  
to  secu re ,  fo rce ,  a t t r a c t ,  s ed u c e ,  in d u c e ,  influence* a l lu re ,  ho ld ,  w i th 
h o ld  a n d  n e u t ra l iz e  falsely*

In  a p r a c t i c a l  m a n n e r ,  th e  R o ss icc ru c ian  c a n  p e r f o r m  t r u e  h u 
m a n i t a r i a n  a c t s  l e a d in g  to  m a n ’s e v o lu t io n  a n d  co n sc io u s  r e a l iz a t io n  
o f  th o s e  law s  w inch  will f re e  h im  f r o m  th e  b o n d a g e  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n  
a n d  ful.se k n o w le d g e .

In  t h e  G r e a t  O a th  o r  se r ies  o f  o b l ig a t io n s  w h ich  t h e  R o s a c c r u -  
c ia i i  t a k e s  in h is  f irs t  In i t ia l  ion a f t e r  C ro s s in g  th e  T h r e s h o ld ,  he  p r o m -
iscs to  do Ids u tm o s t  tllo  rem o v e  froiri o u r  l a n d  a n y  in s t i tu t i o n ,  sy s tem ,
h a b i t ,  p r o d u c t ,  t h o u g h t  o r  i n t e n t  which  a t t a c k s   t h e '  f r e e d o m  o f
m a n ’s sou l  o r  c o n c io u sn e ss” . Hiircly th i s  c o v e r s  th e  remove'll f r o m  
o u r  m id s t  of  such  c h a in s  an d  b o n d s  us  l im i t  m a n 's  f r e e d o m  f r o m  
s u p e r s t i t i o n  a n d  f a ls e  be l ie fs ,

P R A C T IC A L  W O R K

W h at  m a y  and  can be done by  o u r  m em bers  as  p rac t ica l  h u m an 
ita r ian  w ork  Is best i l lu s tra ted  by  a few exam ples  chosen f ro m  am ong 
m a n y  because of  the  various  fields o f  action  covered  b y  them :

F i r s t :  th e re  is S is te r  B,, who, though  f if ty  y ea rs  of  age, felt  
th a t  her  years  o f  association with a r t is ts  and  m usicians should fit 
her for  some definite plan. She s tudied  a t  th e  Suprem e Lodge until 
she reached  the  F o u r th  Degree and  then  a t te n d e d  a  p r iv a te  class a t  
the  L odge  to  p rep a re  h e r  fo r  th e  p lan  she evolved. W ith  some capita]  
a t  h e r  disposal she e rec ted  a  large bungalow  a n d  a n u m b er  o f  small 
s teeping rooms on a  hill In N o r th e rn  New Y o rk  over look ing  the 
H udson  River. T o  this p lace she Invited  a r t i s t s  a n d  m usic ians  from  
N ew  Y ork  C ity  who w ere  no t  s im ply  p o o r  financially, b u t  below 
norm al in health  and, th e re fo re ,  unab le  to  c a m  a  living. S h e  had 
as m an y  ns th i r ty  a t  a t im e there  a s  h e r  gues ts  a n d  in  add it ion  to 
feed ing  them  with k ind ly  insp ira t ion  and  a  good course  o f  philosophy, 
with good nir, good food and  m uch rest, she gave them  m ore  p rac t ica l  
help by  t r e a t in g  each one accord ing  to  o u r  system, a n d  res to red  them  
to  health . A f t e r  tw o  y ea rs  of  th is  w ork  she le f t  it in  ch a rg e  o f  two 
o thers  and  w ent  to  A laska w here  she worked  as a  m iner  a n d  enrnbd 
more m oney to  c a r r y  on  h e r  work in  N ew  Y o rk ;  and  while in th a t  
cold and  m uch neglected S ta te  she  es tab lished  a  L odge  fo r  us  am ong 
th e  men a n d  women th e re  who w ere  t ru ly  h u n g ry  fo r  o u r  teachings  
and  who had  no  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  en jo y in g  the  privileges we en joy  
here. O ver  th re e  h u n d red  a r t is ts  and  musicians have been helped 
and  m ade healthy  and  h ap p y  a t  th e  l i t t le  R osaecruc ian  A r t i s t s  Colony 
In N ew  Y o rk  and  in r e tu rn  th e y  have  helped to  build  m ore  houses 
or  “ sleeping po rches” for  o thers .  "When the  S is te r  cam e back  from  
A laska  with her  gold fo r  the  colony she d rove  th ro u g h  th e  s tree ts  
o f  New Y ork  and  u p  to  o u r  I*odge on  a bronco in her  masculine 
m in e r’* costum e, h a i r  c u t  short ,  a  p ic tu re sq u e  sight indeed,— hap py  
and  con ten ted ,  a n d  over fif ty years of  age.

Secondly, we have th e  m any  Sisters, and  in some cases Brothers* 
who have adop ted  children in nccordancc w ith  a plan suggested  b y  
th e  Im p e ra to r  tw o  y ea rs  ago. In  n ea r ly  all cases th e  S isters  have 
had  e i ther  very  fine homes or hom es a n d  m oney  to  o f fe r  to  ch ild ren  
in  Inst it  t i t  ion s or  homeless. In  a n u m b er  of cases, a n d  In one In 
p a r t icu la r ,  a sickly child  o r  baby  was selected; a n d  in add it ion  to  
giving the  child a home, a f u tu r e  a n d  an  education  a long  m any  lines* 
th e  child was t re a te d  fo r  its hea l th  and  t ra in ed  physically  and  m en ta l



ly  a long o u r  lines. To  see snipe of  these children to-day anti know 
the ir  cases, is to  convince one o f  the  value o f  tliie p rac t ica l  w o r t .

Th ird :  one o f  our  Sisters,—our fo rm er  Suprem e G rand  Matre,—
left  us las t  A ugus t  to  go, voluntarily  and a t  a g rea t  sacrifice o f  mo
ney, raanv worldly pleasures and benefits, to  one of  the smaller of 
the Leew ard  Islands in the British W est Indies; and there, with 
only sixty white people, isolated on an island untouched by  cables 
or  modern m eans of  communication, she is devoting her  time and 
knowledge to w orking  am ong those lef t  there  to  die of  leprosy. 
She is one of  our  N inth  Degree (numbers, fully qualified to  t rea t
this disease and  o ther  conditions in a very effective way. F u r th e r 
more* she is able to  p ro jec t  herself to  o u r  Temple on T hursday  nights 
when her  degree has i ts  s trange convocations ami thereby  continue 
her work regardless of  t im e and distance; and  our o ther  N inth  De
gree m em bers  meet her  often on the ir  p ro jec t  ion-journeys to  the 
d istant temples and places and our  good Sister is never ou t  of  touch 
with us. Born in and  accustomed to  the  highest social circles uf 
Boston and New York, tins dear  soul at  middle-uge lef t  all worldly 
things behind to  live a t ru ly  nKruistic Rosaccrucian life in isolation, 
good work and sacred meditation.

F o u r th :  ano ther  Sister, in one o f  o u r  Southern  Lodges, volun
teered to give her  time and  o u r  teachings to  the care  o f  a number 
of very old women living in a public home in a southern city. She has 
brought a s trange change there with a mystical cheerfulness, a gen
eral im provem ent in the  health  o f  the inmates  and  » newer con
ception of  life. T he  sa la ry  received ns recompense for  her  services
she donates  each month to  our  funds through her  Lodge, and  is 
very happy  in the  practical work she is doing*

F i f th :  several t ra ined  nurses in d if fe ren t  cities have given their  
time almost exclusively to  h um an ita r ian  work, using our  teachings 
and o u r  plans to b r ing  health, happiness and  hope to  m any despairing 
souls.

S ixth: tw o  doctors in our  O rd e r  made a  special s tudy of our 
t re a tm e n t  work and our  higher teachings in psychology and  then
offered  all the ir  time and services to  the  curing  of soldiers who were
brough t  back to  America hopelessly su ffe r ing  from “shell-shock". 
Can you imagine cases more sad than  those so affected? And, can 
you think o f  any be tte r  method o f  usiug the  peculiar  and  s trange  
occult teachings of  our  Order?

In nearly  all the cases where hum anitar ian  work is being done, 
the cap i ta l  used is the  vo lun tary  donations of  t h e , one doing the 
work. But, m o n e y  is not always necessary. One B ro th e r  in the  S u 
prem e Lodge, for  instance, living humbly, even poorly, in a very  
poor section of  the  city, where poverty , ignorance und disease abide 
a p lenty, has  for  months given life every spare  hour  to  searching 
th rough  the muss of  Immunity,—thousands  and thousands  of  beings 
o f  all ages and nationalities, su rro un d ing  his home,— to rend er  what 
aid lie can; usually it is relief from physical suffering, cases of  chronic 
or almost incurable conditions* The results he has a t ta ined  have 
earned for  him, a .lew, a kind and loving name as welt as the  most 
sacred regard  for  the s trange methods he uses without c red it  to 
himself or  even giving an explanation* W h a t  a wonderful p ic ture! 
A poor  humble Jew  among the gentiles, living and doing as the 
M aster  would have done, and  in the Twentieth Century!

This is only a weak pic ture  of  the possibilities for  P rac tica l  
W ork  in our  O rder  and yet......



E V E R  S E E K I N G  S O M E T H IN G  N E W

Som e of o u r  m em bers  arc  cons tan tly  seeking th a t  which is new 
*nd d iffe ren t ,  ever restless, ever  ready fo r  any  claim  o f  a royal road  
to  power.

I  w ould  no t  have anyone feel for  a m inute  th a t  it  is anti-Rosae- 
crucian  to  continue  to  seek Ami search a f te r  Crossing the  Threshold, 
N ot even the  Im p e ra to r  has ended his search  for  light and  t ru th .  
D ot I would p lace on record  th a t  it  is the  u tm o s t  of  absurd ity ,  the  
very  an ti thesis  of  avowed purpose ,  to  e n te r  o u r  O rd e r  and  s tu dy  
awhile and  then  ju m p  suddenly  into a new field of  research and  study, 
anti d ro p  ail the  Rosaccrucmn work simply because  a  mystic f ro m  
some foreign land o r  a man w ith  a s trange  n a m e  and  a  s t r a n g e r  
doctr ine  c la im s th a t  in a few lectures  lie can impaTt g rea t  knowledge 
and  power.

F o r  tw en ty  or  th i r ty  m em bers  in a  U rg e  lodge to  suddenly  feel 
moved ( a f te r  solicitation by  an o th e r )  to  d ro p  th e ir  R o s a c c ru d a n  
teach ings  and p lunge in to  a course  o f  twelve lec tu res  by  a  H in du  
a t  th re e  dollars for  the  course, believing t h a t  he will reveal In a few 
m onths  w h a t  our  O rd e r  requires  tw o  o r  th re e  years  tn  teach , U 
surety  ridiculous a n d  sad. To  a t ten d  these lectures, i f  one can  a f 
ford to  a t ten d  all such lecture  courses &o glowingly advertised, la 
sure to  b r ing  much help to  the  analy tica l  mi fid and  will no dou b t  
prnvc inspiring* Tbit, to p e rm it  such abstrac tions,  theories, promises 
and p ro fu n d  ab e r ra t io n s  or  exaggera t ions  of  t ru th  as  a re  usually  
given by  these so-called mystics and “science” teachers  to  keep one 
ifrom the  reg u la r  work o f  sane, p rac t ica l ,  t r ied  and  prciven laws and 
principles  is beyond excuse.

No one has  a “co rne r” on t ru th ,  n o t  even the  RosaccTuelftftjjl 
I have sa id  th a t  and published it m an y  times. B u t ,  t ro th  in' i ts  g rea t  
complex en tire ty ,  with its m ultip le  laws and  principles  and  m inute  
exactness  arid accuracy , has a  pecu lia r  de te rm ina t ion  of  revealing  
itself  only to  sincere s tuden ts  who s tudy  and  work, ponder  and  medit* 
ate , p rac t ice  and experim ent.  I t  does n o t  th ro w  itself in large doses 
o r  bunches a t  the  restless, lazy, in d if fe ren t  seekers, who dem and quick  
a t ta in m en t ,  im m ediate  power, m agic results- N o r  does  T r u th  pe rm it  
i tself  to he congealed o r  coagula ted  and  then  reduced to  very p leasan t  
capsules o f  grea t ,  concen tra ted  s treng th ,  to  he  sold o r  peddled, e jec ted  
or  shot fo r th  in fiery o r a to ry  o r  mystic in can ta t io n  by select Indi
viduals a t  ” so much p e r  capsu le” o r  “ so m uch p e r  course” .

IN T R O S P E C T IO N :

T he y ea r  Just  closing, R + C  3271, has  b ro u g h t  i ts  t r ia ls  a n d  t r ib 
ulations to  all m ankind , us has each year. B u t ,  i t  has  also b ro u g h t  
P eace  to  m a n y  lands and  to  o u r  O rd e r  i t  has  b ro u g h t  power, g re a t  
Love a n d  g re a te r  Peace,

E a ch  d a y  o u r  O rd e r  grows in n u m b er  o f  m em bers  a n d  each few 
m onths  shows au  increase  o f  Lodges. O u r  reco rds  are  m ost  Inspir
ing  In t h a t  regard .  B u t ,  o u r  p re sen t  g re e t  cause  fo r  jo y  Is the  an 
t ic ipation  of  th a t  fu tu re  which now b r igh tens  th e  hazy  horizon and 
t inges  th e  cosmic heavens with golden and  rosey colors.

V e ry  soon  we sha ll  re t ire ,  cxo te r ira l ly  a n d  physically. F o r  a  
few m onths  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  y ea r  we w ere  in  clanger of  fa l l ing  Into 
the  q u ag m ire  o f  m ateria lism . T h e  rap id  g row th  o f  th e  O rder  had 
b ro u g h t  w ith  i t  g re a te r  m a te r ia l  possessions and  needs; to  some th e  
m a te r ia l  body  of t h e  O rd e r  becam e so a t t rac t ive ,  so alluring , t h a t  It



predom inated  in  sonic of  the  schemes of  the  plans fo r  the  fu tu re .  
T he  realization  of  this d an g e r  became so apparen t ,  finally', th a t  im
m edia te  steps were tak en  to  p rev en t  such a c a ta s t ro p h y  fo r  our 
O rder.  All would have been p ro p e r  and a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  o th e r  sim-= 
i la r  movements, h u t  no t  fo r  us. So, we have ar isen  f ro m  the  valley 
of  tem pta t ions  of  m ateria lism  long before  one  fa ta l  s tep  was taken ;  
and, to -day , we arc  s t ro n g e r  sp ir i tua lly  than  ever, and, less, m uch less, 
susceptible to  the  tem p ta t io n s  of  o u r  m ateria lis t ic  environment-

Some of o u r  mem bers  fo rget ,  in the enthusiasm  of th e i r  intel
lectual advancem en t  in the  O rde r ,  to  give p ro p e r  emphasis  to  the 
psychic development. Those who t ru ly  learn  and  m aste r  the  s tudies 
are  always aware, most n a tu ra l ly ,  o f  the  d iv in ity  of  o u r  principles, o r  
ro ther  th e  principles embodied in o u r  teachings. They  cannot,  w ith  
adeq ua te  realisa tion  o f  conscious m astersh ip  o f  even  the  most simple 
principles, ignore the  sublime d iv in ity '  th a t  pervades  and surrounds  
th em ;  b u t  this is no t  suffic ient fo r  t ru e  psychic development.

One must constan tly  seek n t tu ncm en t ,  complete  a t tu nem en t ,  with 
all the  cosmic and divine forces, in o rd e r  to  a t ta in  no t  only com plete  
unders tanding , b u t  tho rough  m astership . Such a l tuneincii t  m ust  in
clude the  physical, m ental  and  sp ir i tual  p a r t s  o f  m an  and  the  universe, 
in  th e  w ork  of  the  h igher  degrees  we un d e rs tan d  th ro u g h  our  tcach^ 
mgs how t ru e  psychic developm ent a ffec ts  even the  physical s t ru c tu re  
o f  the b ra in  to  such an  ex ten t  th a t  ce r ta in  a reas  o f  the  b ra in  g r a d u a l '  
\y  expand  o r  increase in  size while o thers  decrease, with the  resu lt  
th a t  certa in  function ing  of  p a r ts  of  the body— p ar t icu la r ly  ce r ta in  
senses,— become m ore  active, receptive a n d  responsive, while o thers  
become d o rm an t  or  less active. T he  physical changes thus  w rought 
are  w onderfu lly  m anifes t  in mem bers  who have gone into o r  above 
the  eighth  degree, and the ir  experiences have dem onstra ted  the  neces
sity of  careful,  g radua l  a t tu n e m e n t  and  developm ent in accordance  
with o definite system or schooling such as  applied by o u r  Order.

The increase in ou r  m embership , as days  go by, o f  such developed 
souls, necessitates the  coincident developm ent o f  the  S p ir i tua l i ty  of 
Rosaccrueianisin  in o u r  O rde r ,  and  it is to this cud th a t  all o u r  en
deavors  m ust  now he directed.

T h e  fu tu re  o ffe rs  an  unusual o pp o r tu n i ty  in this regard .  N ever  
was h u m an k in d  so sensitive to  cosmic impressions and  so awakened 
to  a n  apprec ia t ion  of sp ir i tua l  forces as ju s t  now.

O ur Beloved P res iden t  W ilson expressed th is  idea in E u ro pe  
while address ing  a  religious congregation  n e a r  th e  p lace of  h is  m o th e r’s 
birth. H e said th a t  more powerfu l ,  more effec tive  in its influence 
and  m ore  insp ir ing  to  a g re a te r  peace in the  fu tu re  th a n 'c o u ld  ever 
be any  physical league of nations  was Ihe im m ateria l  o r  m en ta l  league 
of m inds th ro u g h o u t  the  world exer t ing  a  m ora l  force for  p rospe r i ty  
and  peace.

As a race, \vc o f  th e  p resen t  era, w hether  we a re  the  end o f  the 
so-called S ix th  Race ,  o r  th e  beg inn ing  of  the  Seventh, are  finding 
God, a rc  com prehend ing , u n de rs tan d in g  and  realizing God, as  never 
before.

T he  God of  revenge and anger, th e  “ jea lo u s  G od1*, and th e  mys
te r io u s  God, are  fust d isappearing . In  the  p lace Of these w e have 
the  God o f  our  hearts ,  th e  God o f  I jovc, E ight, L ife ;  the G od  whose 
jus t ice  Is n o t  a rb i t r a ry  re tr ibu tion ,  b u t  th e  law o f  compensation* the 
G od whose m ercy  is not a com passionate  weakness, b u t  a construc tive  
principle,— an elem ent o f  the  law of K a rm a ;  a  God whose Love is 
n o t  selfish and  incomprehensible, bu t  sacrificing and  constructive, com



p a ra b le  w ith  tb e  h ig h es t  m o t iv es  w h ich  in sp i re  m a n ,  a n d  a  p a r t  o f  
th e  d iv ine  • e m o t io n s  w h ich  m o v e  u s  to  tejsrs an d  g ladness ,  joy ,  a n d  
Sadness.

'We find intimacy with God in o u r  in timacy with the wonders o f  
hnti ire. In  the  most mi tiu te  cell wc find our  God, living and  pn I gat
ing, revealing God as God would be  revealed. The indescribable 
distance between us and God* like the  unfa thom able  dep th  of  God’s 
wisdom, is being supplan ted  by  a  closeness and  an unders tand ing  
which brings G od  into o u r  m idst and sanctifies the  env ironm ent in 
ivIdoli tve live and m akes holy every place, all the  t ime; for  the 
church o f  God is here, there  and  everyw here;  the  a l ta r  of  Jeho va  
k; before tis roelt lime we b rea the  n  p rayer  to  the  A lmighty or  th ink  
IdrjdJy of  tlu>fce on ea r th ;  the sanc tum  of the  most high is the  dwelling 
place of  the most sincere,—dhc truth-loving, the  h ind-doing and  falr- 
thm tdng  limn, woman und child.

Wc shrill no t  a t tem p t ,  for the present, to  b u y  o r  build a Suprem e 
Tem ple  or  national headquar te rs .  W e will, ra ther ,  confine all ou r  
e f fo r ts  to  m aking  more efficient any suitable executive offices or 
work rooms we .con secure  a t  th e  most nominal expense. In  this 
way, wc shrdl unburden  »urfielvesso f  the  p re sen t  m ate r ia l  shackles and  
rr 'm ain  free of  the l imitations and  enslaving conditions of  m a te r ia l 
ism. Every  e f fo r t  will be  p u t  fo rw ard  to  grow s tronger  sp ir i tually  
nnd esoteric ally so th a t  the  g rea tes t  good to  th e  greatest  num bcT m ay 
result.

O u r  m em bers  in a Lodge in the  fu r th e rm o s t  section of  C anada  
or thbse in the  W est Indies  are  enti t led  to  have and  en jo y  as much 
nf the  possessions, assets and activities of  the  Suprem e G ran d  Lodge 
as those who live in the same city where it Is located. Th is  is only 
possible when those possessions, assets and  activities a re  o f  a na tu re ,  
quality , adap tab il i ty  and  universal p racticabil i ty  th a t  they  can be 
devoted to  or  used to  f u r th e r  the  in terest,  s tudy  and  developm ent of 
all m em bers  everywhere a n d  the  O rd e r  i tself  generally.

Can this be  said o f  an  e labora te  s truc tu re ,  Us g rea te s t  assets 
being material th ings which can  be enjoyed only by  those who con 
tac t  them  personally? Is  It r ig h t  th a t  th e  Suprem e head qu ar te rs  
should involve such an expense and  consist of  such assets as  are 
wonderful to  view, inspiring to  th ink , and  impressive f rom  a worldly 
po in t  of  view, w ithout even supply ing  th e  executives there in  oil the 
com fortab le  and  efficient, means to  do the  g rea tes t  am o u n t  of  good 
w ork  for  the  g rea tes t  num ber  of  members?

Such 3s the  m onum ent to  m ateria l  grow th  th a t  some have desired 
fo r  us, and  th e  lm p e ra to r  has  tu rn e d  all such plans aside and with 
one sweep has cas t  into oblivion forever such ideas o r  plans.

Soon the  Im p e ra to r ’s s tudy  a n d  work room, like u n to  tbe  w ork  
room s of  his associates, will be o f f  in some secluded place, in  a  
humble s tru c tu re  befitting th e  hum ili ty  of  sp ir i t  and  n a tu re  p re 
dom ina t ing  in all our  though ts  and  acta. P ic tu re  the  humble, lowly, 
s tru c tu res  o f  wood, nestled closely toge ther  on  one o f  God’a won* 
d rous  lawns o f  grass a n d  flowers, f a r  , from a  c ity 's  noise or  com 
mercial activ ities;  where qu ie t  and peace abound , where th e  Bong o f  
birds and  swaying o f  boughs o f  the  t re e s  so ft ly  add  a n o te  o f  life to 
tbe stillness of  a tem ple 's  sacredness. H ere , with n a u g h t  else to  do 
o r  th ink  of b u t  tbe  messages o f  jo y  and  w ords  of  l igh t  to  be  p r e 
p a re d  and  sent b ro a d c a s t  to  o u r  members, th e  g rea te s t  efficiency In 
sp read ing  the  G rea ther  L igh t  would  exist. W ith  those whose lives 
are  associated with us, sacrificing th e  fo rm er  worldly pleasures, fore



going the conventional homes and social p rac t ices  and  living in com 
munion with God a n d  n a tu re  for  th e  good of  pur  fellow beings, this  
a n d  no th ing  more Is app rop r ia te ,  necessary  and  efficient for  the cause.

T o  such a haven of  Peace a n d  work will come, from time to  time, 
those P ilgrims o f  Light who reach the  degree  o f  full unders tand ing  
and  p e r fec t  a t tu n em en t .

In  each S ta te  will he the  g rand  Lodge o f  executives ca r ing  fo r  
the  w orld ly  m a t te r s  o f  the  O rder,  while a t  the  Tem ple  of  Alden, on 
the  green hill, tw en ty  f o u r  hours  travel,  perhaps, f rom  the  neares t  
R ailroad , will dwell the  esoteric  w orkers  with th e i r  small sanctum, 
lab o ra to ry  a n d  l ibrary .

H ow  d if fe ren t  a  p ic tu re  f rom  th a t  pa in ted  by o u r  over-am bitious 
zealotor&l

THE NAME OF OUR ORDER
IT S  IN C O R P O R A T IO N

Several  per t inen t  ques tions  have been asked b y  our  m em bers  in 
reg a rd  to  the  new fo rm  of name o f  o u r  O rder.  Ip  fact,  it  has been 
said by  one 6 r  tw o  th a t  perhaps  some law has forced us to  change 
the  nam e of o u r  Order.

Let  it be unders tood  th a t  we have  no t  changed  th e  n a m e  of ou r  
O rd e r  and never will change  it. T he  name o f  our  O rd e r  will rem ain ;  
T H E  A N C IE N T  A N D  M Y S T IC A L  O R D E R  R O S A E  C R y C IS ,  with 
th e  t rans la t ion  in various  languages.

We have  legally a n d  p roper ly  p ro tec ted  th is  nam e by  having it 
Incorpora ted  in connection  with th e  Inco rpo ra t ion  o f  th e  Suprem e 
G ran d  Lodge.

T he  complete, legally incorpora ted  nam e o f  the  S uprem e Lodge 
is as follows:

S U P R E M E  G R A N D  L O D G E  of the  A N C IE N T  AND M Y STIC
A L  O R D E R  U O S A E  C llU C IS  of the  G R E A T  W H I T E  B R O T H E R 
H O O D .

T he p a p e rs  o f  incorpora t ion  give us  the  legal r igh t  to  th is  nam e 
and, fu r th e rm o re ,  give us the  legul r igh t  to  establish and  m ain ta in  
branch lodges of  the O rder  u n d e r  th is  nam e in every  S ta te  o f  the 
U nited  S ta tes ,  with th e ir  dependencies  and  terr i to ries .

N o  o th e r  g roup  o r  society o f  individuals in any S ta te  can  use 
this nam e without o u r  permission regard less  of  a n y  a t t e m p t  to  use 
a local S ta te  charter .

B u t,— for worldly, exoteric  p ro p ag an d a ,  wc will abbrev ia te  the 
name on l i te ra tu re  and  unofficial le tters .  T he  abb rev ia ted  form will 
be, simply AM ORC, th e  initials of  the  full name.

T h e  use o f  th is  abbrev ia tion  is no t  new, despite  what has  been 
said in th is  regard .  In M ay of 1916 some official certificates were 
issued by  the  S uprem e G ra n d  Lodge, bearing  th e  le t te rs  A M O R C  in 
la rge  type. Tills was nearly  th re e  yenrs ago.

In  all o u r  Lodge C harte rs ,  O aths ,  Obligations and  on all official 
papers  or  seals, wc shall re ta in  the  use of  the full nam e o f  th e  O rd e r  
as  s ta ted  above. O u r  use of  the  nam e in th is  or  any  o th e r  w ay  has 
never been denied  us by  any  court  o r  any  law  of the  land, o r  by 
any  ruling, decree, decision or  opinion o f  legal n a tu re  o r  intent.



IN" C O N CLU SIO N

A nd now. B ro thers  and Sisters, I have spokrn ,  or  ra th e r  w ritten , 
on m any  points so th a t  much knowledge or illumination m ight be 
given a t  j u s t  this time.

T he  writing of  th is  message occupied a considerable p a r t  of  my 
leisure time while jou rn e y in g  to  and hack f rom  a very p leasan t  vaca
tion visit to  T am pa, F lorida, d u r in g  the holiday season, when F lorida  
is a t  its best* In th a t  warm, peaceful, con ten ted  and  lovely country, 
I found g rea t  case in reaching the  smits and  minds of  those who are 
advancing onward and upw ard  through ou t  this coun try ,  and  m y en
vironments wore inspiring,— divine. W h a t  1 sensed and enjoyed then, 
t  pass on now to  each of you, with my thoug h ts  for  Peace  P rofound .

Profundi*  X I I 4*,
IM PE R A T O It .



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES
T he next issue of  Cromnat will contain , in addition to  some valu

able instructions and inform ation  for  oqr  members, a  very im portan t  
announcem ent bearing upon the O rd e r  and  Us. re lation to  the  AMORC 
th roughou t  the world. This official m a t te r  which has come to  us too 
late to  appear  in p roper  form in this issue is a f it t ing climax to  the 
Imperator** annual message which appears  in Ibis issue, and is also 
a timely and  valuable answ er to the m any questions which some have 
raised. I t  sets a t  rest, Jit once and fo r  all time, the  t ru e  s ta tus  and 
relation of  o u r  O rder  in the  N orth  American Jurisdiction^ and  places 
beyond dispute o r  cavil those mooted points which no t  one investigator 
—'even of the  highest Courts  of  this land—could competently , th o ro ug h 
ly and  legally settle. I t  will bring to  o u r  O rder  th a t  Peace and  tha t  
Power th a t  could come in no o ther  way and  reveals w hat  could not 
have been revealed until now, despite the  demands, and,- shall I say, 
' th rea ts ,  th a t  have been made.

The Im p e ra to r  lias been inquiring of  late abou t  a Cello Or Violin 
Cello. H e is anxious to  secure one for  his personal use, practically, 
and fo r  recreation in the Temple a t  ceremonies, and in his periods 
of experim entation  und a t tuneuient.  None is available here in New 
York except at  a  prohibitive cost and it is though t  th a t  some of ottr 
members may know and  can suggest how he m ay secure such an 
instrument. Address the Secretary , Supreme G rand  Lodge.

Once again  le t  it he said th a t  Lhe general governmental restric
tions against  the use of p r in t ing  paper  for  non-essential industries  
w arran ted  the tem pora ry  suspension of the  publication of  C rom aat;  
hu t  it  will now .be published at in tervals  as  new or in teresting  m a t
te r  can be p repared  for  o u r  members.

Once upon a time there  was circulated in New York a report  
th a t  Mark Tw ain  had died while recupera t ing  from a  slight illness 
|n  his home in the  South. N ew spaper reporters  f rom  several prom i
nent papers  culled a t  his exclusive es ta te  there and found him well 
and in |n$ usual witty  mood. They  to ld  him of the reports  th a t  he 
had died and  asked fo r  his denial o f  the rumor. His s ta tem ent was; 
“T he  report  is greatly  exaggera ted!1* May we suggest to  those who 
a re  constan tly  hearing  rum ors  and repeating  them, that,  possibly, 
there  is some t ru th  in the rumor,—ju s t  some, possibly, and possibly 
no t;  b u t  always is the rep o r t  g rea t ly  exaggerated.

I t  behooves us, in justice, t ru th  and  fairness, to  say th a t  in the 
new 1919 edition o f  the W orld  Alm anac is listed our  O rder  among 
the various societies of  America. T he  1919 listing is c rronous and 
misleading, however, and  we, the  Officers of  the Suprem e G rand  Lodge 
do not wish to  be held responsible for the error .  I t  \s s ta ted therein



th a t  our O rd e r  has 3,7fl2 member* (which is false) and  417 members 
w ith  the  A m erican  Colors in E u ro p e  or  elsewhere, and this  number, 
is “g rea t ly  exaggera ted1’- A no ther  s ta tem en t  in Hie listing in regard  
to  our  O rder  plainly indicates how the  e r ro r  was m ade— or a t  least 
tvhy. I t  says th a t  th e  governm ent of our  O rd e r  is in the  hands of 
a “bo a rd  of seven governors/* N ot only is this absolutely false, 
bu t  it  is or  was, the false hope find desire of  a certa in  g roup  who 
tried last Ju n e  to  m ake it so- And,— so sure were they th a t  their 
desires and e ffo r ts  would he crowned with* success tha t  they p re 
pared  the  announcem ent so long jit advance and sent it to  the  World 
Alm anac for  publication this year, F o r  only the  fraction  of, an 
im aginary  second did these asp iran ts  have a realisation of  jl non
existent ac tuali ty  nnd in th a t  m om ent of delusion they proclaimed 
the ir  puny  and btherical k ingdom to  the  world- I t  reminds one of  the 
fa te  of Cyrus, who for  years  cherished Hie desire to  s tand  upon a 
throne and  proclaim himself “Cyrus, K ing  of  Babylon 1” "With great 

'sacrifice of  his own loyal subject* and with the  s laughter  of  most 
of  those in Babylon whom he hoped to rule, he finally succeeded in 
s tepping  upon tha t  throne, and  with bloodshed and w arfa re  abou t  him 
and  with his own life in jeopardy , he quickly shouted like a m ad
man, “Cyrus, King of  Babylon!*1 l i e  instan tly  knew th a t  his procla
m ation was for the passing m om ent and before  the  sound of his 
voice had exhausted itself in its projection  th roughou t  the  su rround
ing environment* he was no  longer Cyrus the King, l i e  found glory 
Or satisfaction in tlmt m om en ta ry  victory, There seems to  have been 
m any  like him in more modern times- While one was aspiring to 
be King of  all Kitvopf, if  no t  the  W orld , one here  in America aspired 
to  be—what? The listing in the  W orld  Alm anac m ay  answer the 
question; for  considering the  verac ity  of  the  s ta tem en ts  made along 
with the proclamation of a “governing board11 for  our  Order, the 
re-organiser  of  our  O rder  was to  he- King o f  Falsity. A nd— lo, here, 
and  lo, there, where is the  King?




