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The April num ber will be 
printed a t  Colonla Cotme. 
Paraguay.

COLONIA COSME. PARAGUAY. M O N T H L Y .
MO.X7HLY SUMMARIES.

DKCKMIlKX AT COSVU:.
WEATHER.- - W etted month vet experienced 

Over 17 incht* of n»ln. Work interfered with. 
8o*n road near bridge Hooded most of month. 
Traflic diflicult. Constant wet lias kept back 
the  maize. Weather often clcoo-and hot.

VVEATItl.lt TABLE.
Itainfnll for month . .  . .  17-12 in.
Day* on which rain fell.. . .  12
I foovi.st day’s rainfall . .  . .  3 50 in.
lilgliest recorded temperature . .  07°
Lowest recorded temperature . .  CO*
Mean highest daily temperature 30-1*
Mean lowest dally temperature 707*
Mean daily tem perature.. . .  78-1° 
HEALTH.- -General health of village con 

tinues good. During month seven mou lost 
working time through sickness, amounting in 
all to 33 days 1 hour, or 2 6 per cent, of total 
working time. 1). Connolly received a hod bite 
on the arm  from a dog, but tho wound U heal 
ing well, and no l>ad result* are expected. 

s ic k  t a b ix .

Nature of Sickness. Cases. Time Lost.

Accidents 3 10 dav* 94 hr.
Rheumatism . . 1 5 day* C lira.
Inilucnra 2 10 day* 11 hr*.
Diarrhoea 1 . 0 hr*.

DEPARTURE. .Mis* Grace left Cosmo on 
IGth for Australia, in order to live there with 
her mother who is ill. Alias Grace, who Is a 
nurse, has been a ntcmlier from the -tart, and 
her services have boon of much value to tbo 
Colony. General regret was exprfeued a t her 
going. As a  full member. Mis* Grace received 
a withdrawal share of 5153. and tho right to 
share in any dividend* that may lie paid during 
tho next five year*.

PRESENT POPULATION. Fifty men fin- 
eluding two absent on leave and two iu Eng 
land on Cosmobuxine**), 18 women. 27 children, 
total, 05.

COM I NO TO COSME. A mall party from 
Australia, consisting of John Pindar, wife, and 
threo children, and J. Conoorty. now coming 
up the Paraguay river, and should teach here 
next week. J .  A. Davev and wifo expected by 
next boat. Also various other members shortly.

FOOD. -Mainly vegetable as usual. Sweet 
potatoes now “ on," pending coming In of new 
crop. Three pig* killed, alto many fowls (or 
Christmas (lasting. A 92 lb. deer shot. Oranges

very scarce, but xomo were got for Christmas. 
Pajartf, a  wild fruit, veryplouliful. Snin-pracho* 
and lemons from own grafted tree* gathored. 
01 branches banana* and CO pawpaw* supplied 
from orchard. Milk supply increased to  352 
gallons.

WORK DONE. All available labour eoncon- 
•.rated when possible on agricultural work. 
Planted six acres sugar eano: five and a  quarter 
a c re  swret potatoes; two acres beans; twonnd 
a half acre*pumpkins i one and a quarter acres
mnndioca; one and a  quarter acres maize; three-
quarters acre brown millet. Fcivco at form re 
paired. GOO yards now brush fence niado. W )

Swpaws planted out. More melon* sown.
ne crushing finished. Three tons treacle 

boiled since crushing re-commenced. GC lb*, 
sugar made. Beans threshed. Started to clear 
up land for banana planting. General weeding. 
Treacle tanks made to hold four tons. Cartel'.as 
repaired. Tin-smithing. Shade frames made 
for coffoc. New co-operative galley flai.hed, 
and oven built. Tables mode for co-operative 
dining ball. Now gearing made for com mill. 
One pit saw a t work 17J days; 1,551 fc«t of 
sawing giving 900 feet of timber, mostly scant 
ling for frame making. Tanning and boot 
making as usual.

STOCK.—Cattle, hones and pigs all in good 
condition. No more cow* bought yet. Three 
oows calved. Cow* improving through constant 
and oarefnl handling. Supply of milk increasing. 
Bull bought, w ry  ordinary quality. Tho herd 
now contains 77 animals, 33 being cows.

P03TAL.—11 mails received, consisting of 82 
letters, 151 paper* and packets, three poit-cards. 
12 mails despatched, consisting of 81 letters, 
106 papers and pocket*, 23 post-card*.

8SEDS-—Packet of seed* received from Cali 
fornia, also some from Australia. Friends can 
help by sending along choice seed* of plants 
likely to grow in a sub-tropical climate. Fruit* 
and nut* specially desired. Cheapest, quickest 
and rarest way of sending is to mail by sample 
post. Cosmo exchanges seeds with botanic and 

j other gardens tha t want specimen! of Para- 
I gnayan vegetation.

SCHOOL. School open oO 15 day, during 
tho month. Average attendance 62 per cent. 

I of enrolment of eleven children. Fortnight's 
vacation for Christmas.

SOCIAL LIFE.—The Christmas festivities 
form the chief phase of Cosmo life in Doocmbor. 
For many week* preparation* bad boon making 
for Christmas entertainments. Tbo fun started 
on Christmas Eve with an all-night ball, J . 
Dias, M.C. On Christmas Day all th>- bachelor, 
dined out with tbe married people, who. in their
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Social*." wore given. Sunday evening* well 
attended. Among the readings were: Wilding's 
*• Bread upon the water*” ; Chapter I. of Mary 
Ccrrclli's "T helm a” ; Charleson“  Theosophy', 
some poem, of I/.well'*; letter* from W. l i n e  
and A. Toxor, and various newspaper article*: 
scrotal glee choruses and songs were sung and 
tome recitations given. Cho*« Club active 
again ; a tournament to commence shortly. 
Chess match a  as played Christmas time lietwcen 
Britishers and"Australians a  win for the former. 
Glee Club took holiday* after Christmas, but 
practice has begun again. Spanish Claw not 
met since Christmas, teacher (C. Leek) being 
absent on Cosmo burinew*.

8P 0H T S — Some small game allot during 
month. Invitation received from Mr. Black- 
morc. representing '• KngUahmvn of I’araguay." 
to play crickot at Tacuaml on March SOth and 
following days; accepted. Consequent revival 
in cricket; practice every afternoon. Matches 
on Sundays.

THE GROWTH OF COSME.
The people of Coamo aro somewhat careless 

as towhethor Cosmo grows or not. They want it 
to grow, of course, sinco it is natural for those 
who know they arc right to want other* to *ec 
thing* a» they do. But they would rather have 
a small settlement of a hundred people where 
brotherhood was than a huge state of a hundred 
millions where brotherhood was not. Brother- 
 rood cannot exist without agreement upon 
essential principles, nor without an carncet 
desire for it. Parliament* cannot manufacture 
It, nor con lawn enforce it. I t  must form by 
the coming together of like-minded people; it 
must beccmc solid by the dccp-rcotiug of 
brotherly way* of thinking in our thought*, and 
of brotherly way* of doing in our habits. This 
1* slow work, needing above all things ••alienee 
and faith, but i t  come* all right if we each do 
our beet, and are loyal to other* by being first 
of all loyal to our better selves.

Therefore. Cosmo U not *o much interested 
in getting skilled tradesmen, however bandy 
craftsmen may be. or In getting money with 
new members, however handy money may bo. 
a* in gathering together people who earnestly 
believe in It* principle*, and mean to do their 
level best toward* putting those principles into 
practice. That is too only way by which Cosmo 
can grow safely and surely. By ones and two* 
and three* It has climbed in number from CO 
to over ICO: by ones and two* and three* It will 
go on climbing up so long a* there i* life in it. 
Its  increase went on in day* of hardship and 
privation and uncertainty, os it doe* now that 
comfort is beginning to com e: for always and 
everywhere aro pcoplo who do not fear the 
straggle with Nature, but fear rather the struggle 
with those who should be a* brethren to them. 
And it i* these who do not fear the struggle 
with Nature, knowing tha t Nature loves and 
serve* all those who master her rightly, whom 
Cosmo want*. Men and women of this sort, 
whether they have a  craft or no, whither they 
have money or no, Cosmo like* to hear from, 
and I* always open to—open, that l». in orderly 
fashion.

I t i* not reasonable to  talk about selfishness 
or desertion of the world-wide social move 

ment in connection with such settlement* 
as Co*me. Such place* are pioneering parties 
in a double sense. They are not merely clearing 
the road for tbemwlvo* hut elenriog it  for other* 
also. And the road wants clearing badly. Ws 
have had whole world-fate of paper and who.o 
ocean-fate of Ink devoted to the question of the 
reorganisation of society, ba t what do wo know 
about reorganisation methods? On paper, 
everything: in fact, nothing. If  the western 
world i« to reform, it must lrorn how to reform 
from the pioneering communities. If it is not 
going to reform, ba t to perish in it* sins, a* 
every other evil civilisation ha* done, there can 
he no obligation to perish with it in wrong- 
doing. ___________________

THE APRIL MONTHLY.
The April numb.'? of this monthly journal 

will he printed a t Colonla Comic, the necessary 
typo having been contributed by friend-, and 
sent out. A small press is alw> going out. This 
(March) nomlicr ha- been delayed in order to 
Ireaeu the time elapsing between it nr.d the ar 
rival in KitgUnd of the April monthly from 
Coamo, which will not bo until some timo in 
M ay; suUcribcr* will pI«uo notice this. The 
issue of the journal direct from Co-mo will lie 
in every way more dedrablo and make it of 
greater interest. Owing to tho shortness of 
type and lack of machine facilities, the monthly 
journal will have only four page*, hut it 1* 
liojwd that this will be supplemented a* tho 
diriicultie* are removed. Suu-eriptsou* m ay be 
sent either t o : Colonia Co»me, Paraguay; or 
t o : Agent Colonia Co-mo, care of Paraguayan 
Consulate-General, 18. Kldon Street, London, 
K.C.

Sinco February 1st. lecture* on Counc have 
been given in Scotland a t Paisley. Gla-gow, 
Bridge of Weir, Cam bushing. "Clydebank, 
Galaahicte. Edinburgh, Musselburgh, and Gar. 
b e rt; and in England a t Bradford, Itocbdale, 
Choriton-cum-Hardy, Blackburn, Bolton. Hali 
fax, I-ong Eaton. Gloucester. Cheltenham, 
Portsmouth. Beading, Birmingham. London, 
and St. Leonard'*. Those have generally been 
under the auspices of the local I.L .P. or labour 
Church branches but occasionally by tho 
arrangement of private friends.

Tbo-c wishing to help Ccatne are invited to 
contributo to  the Enlargement Fund, for assist 
ing passage* with.

Lecture date* for next winter's season arc now 
being arranged. View* of Co*me. showing the 
actual life there, will be shown, and explanatory 
address given by W. Lane, chairman of Cosine. 
This exposition of collectivism in practice U 
intensely interesting to all schools of socialism 
and to co-operator* generally. Friends ready to 
co-operate in arranging dates, and ofllcors of 
organisation* interested are invited to oom- 
muuicate a t  once with: Agent Colonia Counc, 
care of Paraguayan Consulate-General. 18. 
Kldon Street. I-ondon. K.C.

Tho English agency of Cosme will he kept 
open throughout the year, and i:ot cloned 
temporarily for the summer, as wi before 
expected. ________
Paivncnitv Wil l s : ra t*  Sox, Tatiw QWm  Ps u k t s u u , 

tS \ Oosoril I toad. K.C, for Cosine Colony.
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turn, were invited to a communal tea In the 
batchetor quarter*. Alter the tea. toast* to 
••Them that'* m V '  • 'Co mb o ,"  and "C hrist 
mas," were honoured. Then followed a  may- 
pole dunce by eight Connie girls, who bad been 
taught th is old KtiglNh accompluhmcnt by J. 
Dias. After dark the •• Cosmo Surprise Party "  
gave an entertafment of vocal and in>trum*ntal 
music. Then followed tho Christinas tree, 
whleh was loaded with presents for the children, 
while tbo elder* were oy no mean* forgotten. 
The eight of the happy face* m utt have well 
repaid Mi** Cameron and the other* who were 
responsible for thi* seasonable treat. Toy-shop* 
are unknown to Co*me. and the making of the 
carta, barrow*, horse*, whip*, doll* and suodric* 
bad been carried on vert’ secretly for several 
week*. After tbe tree came the dance. All 
through the holiday* special *• interval* "  wore 
provided by P. Pindar and If. Sainabury, the 
co-operative cook*. On Boxing night the farce. 
•• A Pish out of Water." was very effectively 
staged. The usoal dancing and song* followed. 
The Sunday night was Quieter. Christina* 
carol* were sang by tho Giro Club. KxtraeU 
from " I n  Merooriam "  were read, and D. It. 
Stevenson recited “ Loekaley Hall." On New 
Year'* Eve another farce, *' No. 1 round the 
corner." wax presented, nud went very merrily. 
Tlien the Scotchmen took the floor and made 
things bum in their own peculiar way. New 
Year1* Day waa ushered in with general band- 
•baking* and mutual good wishes. II. Baker 
and A. Woat. Uie president and Secretary of 
tho Social Union, wore largely responsible for 
the success of the festivities.

COMMUNAL LABOUR.—Tho following I* a 
summary of a table showing distribution of 
villngo communal lal*our for four weeks ending 
I>eoember 20th, 189G. 1 day equal* 8 hours.

C la« of Work. Days. Hr*.

Agriculture, including farm, or 
chard and garden 43G 3

Stock, including dairy, piggery 
anil general hauling .. 133 0

Building, including sawing, car. 
pentrv and smithing 118 0

Manufactures. Including leathor 
working and <ugar boiling . .

Miscellaneous, including store- 
keeping, cooking, teaching, 
clerical, sewing, Ac.

89 2

111 1)

Total Village Labour 927 <4

CLOTHINO ALLOWANCE For economic 
reasons, the making of a  clothing allowance ha* 
been put off a* long as pootiblo, out it was con 
sidered th a t the limit »»* reached. So on 
I b’cciubcr 1 st, a clothing allowance was ini I la ted 
a t the modest rate of 52 per mouth for adult, 
with lower rate* forchildrcu. Fortunately, the 
Paraguayan climate admit* of light clothing 
all tho year rouud,*o that tho 13s. yearly (which 
tho allowance amount* to) 1* of much more 
value front a  clothing standpoint than it would 
be in n colder climate.

COSME WEATHER REPORT. 189*.

Wet Day* Of.  
Mean Highest Daily Temperature *2,2°
Mean Lowest Daily TemperatureG3.B*
Mean Annual Temperature 73°

The 1693 Weather table show* «.mo unusual 
climatic feature* for Paraguay, vlx: summer 
temperature registered in early spring : general 
absence of low readings throughout the winter 
month*, there being only 10 ground frosts 
recorded, and those so slight as to only damage 
delicate vegetation In «xpo*rd places, a  com 
paratively long dry period from February to 
June, and exceptionally heavy rnin< in tho last 
threo months of the year. In spito of theso 
Irregularities, oor 1890 experience of Paraguayan 
climate confirms our previous opinion of it* 
general hcalthineui for European*, and it* 
suitableness for agriculture.

COSME HEALTH REPORT. 1896. The 
general health of tho village throughout tho 
year hat boon good, and ha* improved during 
tho last fow month*. Tho rick-timo records 
•hows that 411 day* of working time were lo*t 
through *ickne*« during the year. Till* U oqual 
to 3’2 per cent, of total working time, and give* 
nil average of 8 days por y<wr for each man. I t 
should bo noticed tliat m w t of tho sickness is 
only slight, serious iline»>*• > being rare on Counc. 
The monthly percentage of sickness ranged from 
3-7 percent, in March to 11 percent, in Nov. 
ember. During the year 3 birth* wore recorded 
also 2 deaths (1 adult, 1 infant) both accidental. 
Dr. Itottrell. of Villa ltica. In* proved himself 
one of Cosmo’* beat friends. Ili* professional 
services have been given freely to the colony, 
and tbo satisfactory' health record for the year 
is in  no small measure duo to his skill and 
kindness. Tho year's complaints consisted of 
Old Standing Ditonkr* (including rheumatism, 
lumbago, rupture. Ac.) losing 121 day* of work 
ing tim e: S/owuiehic fritordtr* losing 11$ day* : 
Ateidtnt* losing 91 day*; Slight Fever and 
Infiutm a  losing 7«J day* ; UitotUanaom* c o m- 
plain!*: losing 13 days. Children'* aitmenta, 
a* shown by the school register ol attendance, 
•corn to be most prevalent in hot weather.

ITEMS FROM SCHOOL REPORT. 1836. 
Daring 189d the Cosmo school was open on 202 
days. Total enrolment 12. Average attendance 
91 per cent. School attendance entirely volun. 
tary. All children of school age attend school.
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JANUARY AT COSME.
WEATHER. N .arlv 12 inch*, of ruin. Re- 

oord rainfall on 2Gth 4-88 inches in 2$ hours. 
Many d a y  oppressively Harm, others f jw n a f l t  
cool.’ Night* warmer and closer than usual. 
House fired l>y lightning on 2Cth ; fire pul oul 
im mediately; only cow o! lightning striking 
noticed in Paraguay by us. Mosquitoes a  nui- 
sanco alter sundown. 11 ridge road continuously 
Hooded : heavy leading stopped.

W C A T I I K I l  V A U L T .
Rainfall for month . .  . .  11-97 in.
Days on which rain (ell.. . .  13
Heaviest day's rainfall . .  . .
Highest recorded tem perature. .  9G->
Lowest recorded temperature . .  6*^
Mean highest daily temperature 84°
Mean lowest daily temperature 71-1*
Mean daily temperature . .  77-5 
HEALTH. Women's health (airly good. 

One child dangerously ill -  convulsion*; U  tter 
again. Another child laid up with laid foot 
—blood-poisoning; now recovering. Might 
men on sick list. Colony losing 31 days 6 
hours, or 2-9 per cent, of total working time. 
Allan McLeod got l«d cut on knee with inactvoto: 
wound now heated.

S1CX TAKLK.

N ature of Sickness. Case*. Time Irest.

Accidents 3 19 days 31 hr*.
Diarrhtea 2 2 .. *{
Rheumatism 1 2 .. 0 ..
Fever (slight) 
Inllaracd foot

2
1

2 .. 0 i .. 
5 .. *1 „

N ote.—Oh o  man -k w b io-b an k et, h en ce  th e  a lo eca ,.-*  
ar-.l e ight n u n .

ARRIVALS. t)n 7th. John and Mrs. Pindar 
and three children (Ralph, Charles, and 
Dorothy), from Qucendand; George Edwin 
Cotmerty. from New South Wales. On 23rd, 
Alfred John Davcy and Mrs. Davoy, from 
Now South Wales.’ Alt these are foundation 
members.

Alexander McCann, from United States, was 
accepted in Cosmo as a member on the 27th.

John Pindar, ago 38, U native of England 
(1G years In Australia), engineer and builder. 
Goorgn K. Conncrty, ago SC, t* native of New 
Smith Woles, stone worker and bushman. A.
J . Davoy, ago 31, Is native of England (1 Gy car. 
in Australia), gardoner and miner. Aloo 
McCann, ago 80, i» native of England (16 years 
in Australia), bushman.

PRESENT POPULATION. 44 mon, 20 
women. 30 children ; total, 101.

WORK DONE. \ gricnllunl work .till 
taking precedence: six nvoro acre's sweet 
potatoes planted In camp land, making twelve 
acre* now in : two and a half acre* beans sown; 
harvested two and a half acres maize, yiotdiog 
nt rnto of 27 bushels per acre ; gathered seven 
ton* pumpkins: commenced harvesting pea. 
nuts, fair crop: harvested and threshed small 
catch-crop of beans planted among the coffeo; I 
cleared up and prepared three-quarter aero for ’ 
sugar planting; brushed some three acres for 
banana planting: throo acres forest land, pre 

viously under crop, grubbed ready for planting; 
weeding of standing crops. Stork-yard built to 
accommodate increased herd. Fencing going 
o n ; on* mile of posts cut and -plit, ouortcr 
mile of no*t» put up. Read making. Repairs 
to public and privato building*. Furniture 
making for new-comer*. Galley ow n *hing!c 
roofed. Handles and yoke* made. Waggon 
and general repairs in carpenters' shop and 
smithy. Bullock bows mado, . 1*0 tinware. 
Charcoal got for smithy. One pitssw a t work 
(or 1C days, giving 1.310 feet timber, nearly all 
for permanent private building*. Firewood cut 
and hauled. In tannery *ix hide** prepared, 
and put in tan, making some 30 hide* tanning.

FOOD. -Now season's maize and beaus now 
in. Occasional pork. Garden vegetables scarce. 
Greeo pawpaw* (there thinned out), u*cd a* 
vegetable; found very palatable, much like 
vegetable marrow. Pumpkins plentiful. A 
few sweet potatoes- Sonic pawpaw* and melons 
for fru it: 45 bunches banana*. Year*tea, best 
of tbc wild fruit, now plentiful in the forest. 
Some agouti* and armadillo* shot Milk de 
creased to 209 gallon*.

STOCK. Cattle doing well, but milk supply 
decreased owing to cows going off, only four, 
teen now milking. One cow calved during 
mouth. <>uc working bullock died. Pigs doing 
well; three killed. Five sows littered. 33 horn. 
Pigs now number 127. Four mare* worked In 
ploughs and barrow*. Other general house 
work as usual. Bullocks doing general hauling 
in average condition. Two men away cu cattle- 
buying trip  bought small lot of 25 head, con 
sisting of 12 cows, three bullock*, nine various 
aged hoifer* and steers, and one honto—now 
coming homo.

POSTAL. / . V < v 12 mail* - i letters, 
190 papers, 3 post-cards, 4 parcels. Dr «/ *>leh tJ: 
11 malls—91 letters, 121 papers. 15 post-cards, 
2 parcel*.

SEEDS Various seed- received by mail and 
by new-comers, Including fruit, grain, fodder, 
plant* and vegetable*. Choree w d s  always 
wanted. Ac., Ac. Packets ol exchange seeds 
rent away.

SCHOOL Re-opened on January I. Open 
18 day* during month. Average attendance, 
77 per cent, of enrolment of 14 children. Slight 
sicknesses cause of low attendances.
YILLAOE LABOUR TABLE (for five weeks 

ending January 30th).

Class of Work. Day*. lire.

Agriculture ......................... CIO 1
Stock ..................................... 227 Cl
B u i ld in g ..................................... 135
M a n u f a c tu r e * .......................... 107 0

154 4

Total Village Time 1234 0

SOCIAL LIFE. -Christmas fun kept up over 
Now Year. New Year's night, convert and 
dance. Next night, the comedy, • A litUc sur 
prise." The dancing tha t followed was metric,t 
of season, the twenty couple* up In th e "  lin t 
,et* "  beating previous record. Two "  Weloomo
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