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HUMAN RIGHTS,
B y  Jo h n  H. M a r b l k .

A N finglish writer has invented the phrase "blessed 
words" to describe those stock sayings which are in 
everybody’s mouth, which everybody appeals to as 
authoritative, but of the meaning of which no one has 

any clear or definite idea. Almost the entire political vocabulary 
is made up of such "blessed words," beginning with " lib e rty ," 
and going through the list of, "law and order," "rights of 
property," *‘ freedom of contract," and the like. Orig inally 
these words and phrases were rich in meaning. Only good words 
degenerate into "blessed words," and serve as masks for rascally 
meanings. They are still filled with light for the dark places in 
the social structure it all who use them w ill take the trouble to tor* 
get them as meaningless conventionalities and to then re-learn 
them for what they really are, names of real and vital things.

Perhaps no phrase has been so thoroughly reiterated from any 
real meaning as the phrase "human rights.”  It is used bv every 
school of thought, and by every party. It has been uttered so 
often that we no longer hear it, just as we always fail to hear tor,  

familiar sounds; or, if  we do hear it, we vOmpare it with the Tiers 
of life , smite at the* simple-mindedness that iims it, and leave ft tn 
continue "blessed word," hiding and confusing thought, iiwc. d 
of expressing and revealing if.
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Human rights1 What do the familiar old words mean? What 
are “ human rights?” What is the essential point in which they 
differ from “ human wrongs?” What is the determining principle 
in any discussion of them? Are they hap-hazard? or do they 
depend upon the mandate of God? or are they subject to the will 
of man? A preacher told me once that God could just as easily 
and just as well have made all the wrong things to he right and all 
the right things to be wrong, if he had pleased to do so. Was the 
preacher's view correct? Many people regard statute-keeping as 
the summing up of all the virtues, thus implying that human law 
is the test of right, and merely repeating the preacher’s dictum 
with man’s will substituted for God’s will. Is that view correct? 
Are human rights creations of human law? Do they depend 
upon majorities? Are they changeable and changing?

A^ain: Are human rights a sort of property, which some
ma\ have and others may lack—indeed, which some by having 
may deny to others, by the very fact of having them, as when 
kings had what was called the right to rule, or as when slave 
holders had what was called their right to their property, or as 
when landlords have what is called their right to charge other 
people for working-place and living-place on the earth?

These questions, and others like tPemr underlie the entire 
political and social problem. Upon our answers to them depend 
the results of all our labors in social economy. This is the start 
ing point. Here direction will be determined.

It seems trite, at first, to say that human rights are those 
things which are right for human beings. But wait a little. Let 
one more question be asked and answered; and then see whether 
this truism, this almost platitude, is not the key to a whole world 
of righteous meaning.

First, then. What is “ right?” It is but summing up the Law 
and the Prophets, the discoveries of the scientists and the inspira 
tions of the seers, to say that “ right” is that which makes for 
life. It is always the description of a relationship between two or 
more things. It says of the relationship that it harmonizes with 
and aids the growing principle of the universe, life, in its opera 
tions and unfoldments. Right, then, is the test of human rights;
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anil life is the test of right. Disease is had; health is good. Stu 
pidity and ignorance are had; wisdom is good. Mourning is hadr 
joy is good. Poisons in the body are had; strong, sweet food is 
good. Such are easy problems in ethics.

In the same way, in determining between human rights and 
human wrongs, we must say that the phrase “ human rights1’ 
describes those relationships of human beings to human beings, 
and of human beings to the Everything Else which is commonly 
and correctly called the universe, which make tor life and against 
death and those partial deaths, disease, deformity, ignorance, mis 
ery, despair, and gloom.

Human rights, then, are net dependent upon human laws for 
their nature, nor are they—*0 far as we can see or discover—mere 
arbitrary fancies of deity. They are two-fold in their nature— 
conditioned both by the nature of man and by the nature of the 
universe outside of man. Webster says that right is that which 
is in harmony with “ the will of God and the constitution of man.” 
Call God by any name your view of him and his nature requires, 
and this definition will still be found to mean that right is that 
relationship between man and the universe outside of man—and, 
of course, between man and man—which harmonizes with the 
nature of both, and bases the life of one upon the limitless 
resources of the other.

This makes it clear that, just as human rights are not depend 
ent upon human laws for their nature, they are dependent upon 
them for their establishment in actual being. Slavery was wrong; 
it was always wrong; no amount of human law could ever make it 
right. Hut it remained for social action in law to abolish slavery 
and establish the equal rights of human beings to the possession 
of themselves. The forces of life and light and growth stand 
always ready to aid man in establishing the new society of life and 
light and growth. Let man deny them and controvert them, and 
they are as ready to rot and crush and kill him. They will con 
sent to be formed into parks and fertile fields and homes, or into 
festering garbage-heaps, desolaje wastes, and slums, with equal 
willingness and certainty. Human beings do not. cannot, make 
human rights; but human beings must establish human right' it 
they are ever to have form and reality on the earth.
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CO-OPERATION OF CHILDREN IN THE HOUSEHOLD.

By Ai .i c k  B S t o c k  m a m . M L).

SO FAR as I understand life I see no reason to make any 
distinction in the education or boys and girls, What 
ever is good in the way of education for a boy is good 
for a girl. If he needs outdoor sports and athletics to 

ensure robustness, alertness and endurance, she needs them for the 
sime reasons. It she requires sewing, knitting and embroidery to 
educate her in nicety, precision and attention to details, he needs 
them also. If the maiden needs music and painting to open the finer 
perceptions ol the soul, to cause her senses to respond to the 
quickening of the intuitions, none should withhold them from the boy 
as well. The sooner we see life from one standpoint, from one 
outlook, leaving out the distinctive lines of sex, the more rapid our 
advance on the road of progress. I know in each girl and boy 
there is a “ gender sense,1’ as a recent writer terms it, and we 
may come to the time when we will think that education includes 
the guidance of this gender sense as much as the guidance of the 
sense of hearing or sight. But back of the gender sense is the 
creative force, the lile force that is evinced in all the manifold 
manifestations of our natures.

In most families the housework is the thing in hand in which 
to give this creative force expression, and therefore it is wise to 
tiain both boys and girls in the household arts, making a study of 
it so that the work in hand will be best adapted to the progress of 
mental development. The child’s own desire usually furnishes 
the key to the situation. Among the first things the little one 
wishes to do is to carry and fetch. He is proud and happy to 
bring mama her thimble, paper, twine, indeed anything needed 
and within the scope of his power. I have seen children less than 
two years of age serve fruit, nuts and caWvDit a lunch, and chil- 
dren under live can be trained to wait upon the table. Anything 
that is done among people and for people is more easily grasped;
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for the social side of the child's nature is appealed to in this way.

Do not say that all this is troublesome and takes too much 
time. What it does for the child is the first consideration. It mav 
be easier, and take less time, to make the bed of a child three 
years of age than to teach him to do it; but if the lesson is given 
while making your own bed, or while dressing yourself, you will 
not mind the time and very soon the little one is accomplished in 
his lesson and it has done for him much more than the mere train 
ing in labor. It may be easier to wash the silver and glasses at 
first than to train a child of five or six to do the same, hut the les 
son he learns in application and helpfulness is compensation for all 
trouble in the training. The good housewife or the thrifty girl 
may object to the child of seven or eight mussing around in the 
flour to make cake or biscuit, but the joy in seeing the result of ,a 
little careful teaching in this lint is pay with large interest for any 
trouble taken.

My theory is that at an early age children have a desire to 
create, a desire to imitate their elders in occupation. If this desire 
is met by instructing them in the work they desire to do they learn 
readily, while if they are put off with toys and dissipating plays, 
at a later age they show no liking for the same employment, and, 
too, it is learned with difficulty. Of course drudgery and also 
compulsion are to be avoided. It is difficult to suggest detail, but 
suppose it is dish washing. Do not give a small child a large 
quantity of dishes to wash. Let one take the silver, another the 
glasses, another the table dishes; or let one wash and one wipe 
while the mother is clearing up and putting away. Or one 
washes one day and another the next, changing frequently enough 
to hold the interest.

Unity and harmony should be the key note, One helps with 
the chamber work, one takes care of sitting room and parlor, etc,, 
serving thus the whole round of household needs. As they 
advance in years each should have obligations lor which he is 
responsible. In this way he grows to feel the unity of the whole, 
he realizes the co-operative spirit. By wise planning and careful 
adjustment a family of five or six, living in a flat or small house, 
unitedly perform all necessary labor. The domestic machinery is
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'>pir.ded without tlie friction ot a foreign element, is run far more 
economically', while the common interest in plans and details 
ement'- the entire family in a closer union. By studying the best 

wav* of doing, and at the same time by the adoption of simple 
living, a family co-operating as above suggested finds leisure for 
recreation, the pursuit of knowledge in new lines, and also to enter 
into fields of philanthropy and helptulness to others.

The co-operative plan in the home, where each and all share 
in the duties and responsibilities, is distinctly educative. It is 
manual and technical education, but it is more than both of these; 
it is early training in attention, concentration and application. It 
teaches the importance of order and system, a place for every 
thing. a time for the performance of special duties. It trains the 
eve and hand to a quick response to the mental message, it gives 
a poise and self-reliance to character, rendering it easier in all the 
future to meet life's duties and necessities; hut most of all it instills 
an idea of comradeship and altruism; a spirit of loving helpfulness 
is developed in each and all.

I may seem to place too great stress on this domestic service, 
but it should be remembered that in the children we have a great 
storehouse of untrained power, tremendous energy demanding 
ways and means for expenditure. We may huild institutions of 
learning better adapted to direct this energy, but so long as we do 
not have them, and have appliances and needs at hand in the 
home, as a matter of economics as well as justice to the child, 
these means should be utilized. A home ordered after this sug 
gestion prepares children for ready adjustment in business, in co 
operative schemes, in ability to found and preside over homes.

Bear in mind that the child is always considered. As
you prepare a curriculum in the school adapted to the child’s 
development and needs, so you arrange the home w ith equal care* 
It is not so difficult as it may seem. The parent must first be 
tilled with Divine Unity in all things, and must know the possibil 
ities of every child; then in the spirit of love and wisdom one 
readily accommodates the plans of operation to the child's grow 
ing needs. Enehet has demonstrated very plainly That all true
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education must be founded upon the divine in the child. He says. 
•‘God created man in his own image; therefore man should create 
and bring forth like God.”

To do the best for the child, home education, like school edu 
cation, must be founded on the Divine Law of Life as taught by 
FnebeL We must set the seal of God upon the child. We must 
know that in his deepest nature he is divine, that our business as 
educators is to bring forth this perfection of his by natural inher 
itance. As Froebel sought to correct errors of conduct by calling 
forth the good, si we are learning to overlook the mistakes and 
errors of children and call forth their innermost nature, to recog 
nize the union of their souls with the universal Source. As light 
displaces darkness so love overcomes error. Are the child’s 
thoughts and activities bent upon destruction? Turn them into 
ways of construction. The Divine life in the child makes him a 
born creator. His ceaseless activity indicates that his creative 
energy should be directed into channels of usefulness. With 
thoughtfulness and care, fill every hour with plays and pursuits 
that interest and educate, that delight the heart and satisfy the 
mind.

The life in the home must be optimistic. Slam every door in 
the face of fear and open them wide to joy and gladness. Let 
every morning be greeted with song and praise, let every day be 
closed with peace and thanksgiving.

The discovery that the Kingdom of Heaven is in each soul, 
illuminates every path and most of all brightens the life at home. 
This brightness fills every heart. Parent and child respond to its 
influence and radiate the same to all who come within the house 
hold. Living the Divine Life we set up a contagion of health and 
happiness disseminating joy and gladness to all.
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Hv Cahl vl k Pf t kr mi.ka.

rl lias been sud, *' Artists are born, not made,” This is true; 
and yet without development, or education, we could have 
no great composers, and executive musicians. To what 
extent the technical side of music should he cultivated is a 

question of the utmost importance, as it involves an expenditure of 
much time which might he more profitably employed. Many per- 
sons take op the study of music, though they are naturally almost 
devoid of real musical instinct, because they think if they can only 
play or sing tairly well it w ill he so easy to make a good living and 
get into the best society. That is the reason why thousands of per 
sons go to schools of music determined to remain there long enough 
to get some kind of testimonial from the institution where they 
spend their time and money. It might as well he conceded first 
as last that only comparatively few persons have the natural 
qualifications to become real musicians or poets.

It is a very debatable question whether too much time spent 
upon counterpoint will not prove a hindrance to the development 
of the power of musical composition; and the same doubt will 
obtain with regard to technic d work tor the practical pianist or 
vocalist. Some of our greatest musicians have spent very little 
time on the technical part of music. Ii Chopin had carried out 
his* intention of devoting three years of his life to the study of 
piano technic with the materialistic Kalk-brenner, the probability 
is ihat his heaven-inspired genius- would rervp, been so dwarfed 
that his immortal works and original style would never have been 
given to the world. Or if Beethoven had not been inspired with 
a power far in advame of his contemporaries, he would rot have 
left those wonderful tone productions which were not understood 
in his dav, and will n«>t be fully appreciated by musicians and 
amateurs for centuries to come. I know a musician who has had
his share of success as a teacher and aitist, who would never have

\

written one of his technical studies ii he had not been confined to
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his bed by rheumatism, when n-»t in thr mood to write an\ thing 
more inspiring than a technical work. His technical studies have 
helped many to develop their piamstic powers, but, no matter how 
perfect the technic of a plaver mav be, tehnic, pure and simple, 
is only a means to the end, and not the end itself.

It seems to me an offense equal to a crime to use the sublime 
preludes and fugues of Bach lor strengthening the fingers, as I 
once heard a celebrated pianist in Germany recommend. I could 
not have been more shocked if he had said that every evening 
after dark he went about strangling every living thing he came in 
contact with. For my own part I have never found any method 
or machine so efficacious as the simple—milking of a kicking cow, 
of which I became the fortunate owner on my arrival in Los 
Angeles, I think it sheer nonsense for piano players to be so 
solicitous about their hands that they feel unable or unwilling to 
do any manual work Playing upon the piano or organ requires 
good strong hands. Piano playing, especially, should depend upon 
tile variability of touch and the damper pedal. I have no use for 
the so-called soft pedal. Any pianist who has not enough sensibil 
ity in his temperament, susceptibility in his touch, and music in 
his soul, to make the piano sing its softest tones without using the 
soft pedal, is lacking in the principles of positive and negative 
which 1 teach in the first lesson to beginners.

Playing and singing should go hand in hand, I feel 
almost a contempt for a player who says, “ 1 can't sing. I have 
no voice,'1 and something akin to the same emotion when a 
singer says, “ Oh! if I only could play enough to play my own 
accompaniments/' It seems such a one-sided, angular, develop 
ment in both the player and singer; when no composer, worthy of 
the name, would be satisfied to produce only instrumental music, 
or exclusively vocal music. The musical nature of an instrument 
alist is sorely neglected when the poetry of song is omitted. Mar 
tin Luther inspired as much enthusiasm in the days of the Reform 
ation with his grand old hymn, “ A Strong Fortress is our God," 
as he did in the highest flights of his impassioned oratory. L.et us 
do all we can to cultivate the singing power within our souls. If
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mJr orthodox friend* ran be believed, we shall expected to be 
^ver ready with ibe harp incur hands and the son^ |rl our mouths, 
{,nJ will necessitate a combination of the powers already
r e f e r r e d  t o .

Some musicians s p e n d  the most of their lives in talking about 
the wonderful method of teaching plaving or singing, of which 
the\ are the unequaled exponents, for a certain consideration per 
lesson. The result of too much talk is generally the unsatisfactorv 
progress of the pupil. All arts are best t a u g h t  by example, 
Pt’iiig perfectly natural in the use of the hands or voice is the sure 
Indication of a g-od teacher.

Speaking of technic. Lis/t said to me. “ it comes quickly or

AT T H H  C O R K —

\
H> [>w L a v ra  M Sw itm  J

O h. 1 am  (find th a t  T w as b o rn  m (it th is  w o r ld 1 
I am  g lad  th a t  I w as conce i v e d , a n d  h o rti. a n d  th a t  I am  h e re '

T h ere  in a  g rea t red  rose  nn m v hu«h  1>y th e  d o o r  
It in l**atcn an d  b lo w n  b y  th e  w in d .
I (m leaven a re  b lo w n  by  th e  w in d , a n d  b ru is e d  am i to rn  on  th e  ed g es 
Hut u p  it s ta n d s , s ta u n c h  in  th e  c e n tre , m a g n if ic e n t1 
S tra ig h t  from  th e  e a r th ,  f irm -ro o te d .
S h a k in g  i ts  frag ran ce  to  th e  sk y .
W av in g  i ts  g re a t g lad  h e a r t  to  H e a v e n '

1 h av e  been  b lo u ’n by  th e  w in d
t h a v e  been  b e n t a n d  b ru ise d  by  th e  g te a l  fresh  a ir .  
i l  sh a ll lie e v e ry  d a y  o f m y life  I 
1 w ill sw ay  a n d  sw in g , 1 w-ill to ss  a n d  tu r n  —
Hut by  th e  l iv in g  ( i o d ' N o th ing  can  d o w n  m e '
1 w ill s ta n d  u p ,  s ta u n c h  in  th e  c e n tre .
K in d  at th e  to o t.
W a v in g  m y gTcat g lad  h e a rt to  H eav en .
T h a n k in g  C o d  th a t  I g o t in to  th is  m y s te r io u s ,  e x q u is i te ,  ra v is h in g  u n iv e rse , 
T h a t 1 w as c o n ce iv e d , a n d  b o rn , an d  th a t  I am  here!
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Hy E m m a  J. W h i t t i k n

A n r ^ \H F .K E  is a Jeweled Staff called the Good Law. It is 
beyond price, its gems shining for all, and since the

,1 world began there never was a time when it was not.
But there have been long periods when it seemed lost 

to men because., as intellect grew keen and intuition dim, it could 
not be perceived. Intellect alone cannot discern it, nor the senses 
five, nor the emotions. Neither can it be described nor pointed 
out; it must be seized.

When memory of it became confused in thought with various 
human formulas, as the periods rolled along, men in great numbers 
began declaring there was no help vouchsafed to man, and never 
had been; and others said there were no gods, else would they 
have given staffs, visible and tangible, to lean upon throughout life’s 
journey. And there was great contention.

But a few who walked uprightly and with ease declared they 
were supported and their steps directed; yet their companions said 
it was not so, for they bare nothing in their hands. And those 
who said they were assisted could not pass over their support to 
*heir companions because these could not see and grasp it. Nev 
ertheless they did lean upon the Jeweled Staff, though not yet 
fully recognizing that it was such. For the Good Law is ever 
present, and has been from the first to those who could discern it. 
So there have been much stumbling and much going astray and 
great suffering.

However, strength came through conflict; the pricks and 
wounds were sore to bear but did cause men’s eyes to open at the 
last and thus they cast about to Find where they had erred; and 
they inquired of scholars as to what had been done in times before; 
whether ancient sages had written of any words spoken by gods 
to men. After much mistaken advice and manv consultations,
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Tht'sr viholars 1̂11 to comparing emblems dug f rom the ground, and 
str.inge m found upon sinm-v ^nd images, and also \* ritings 
upon kjru»uv material- in tar countr it*s where multitudes had lived 
in t »fvj times. These things increased upon their search, 
te'-t'inonv from one srujr^e supporting that from »nhrr sources and 
all fitting together like mosaics in a pattern. And there \eere 
wbtsp~reJ strange reports. It was even said the Jeweled Staff 
h.id been regained as it was brought b\r gi ds K> men; that it was 
still as goid i*nil strong as ever and that it never had been wholly 
lost. It on y had been screened from those who would have used 
it but to fvil ends, waiting the time when it might he again 
entrusted to the world. For time unfolds in cyclic periods large 
and small. what belongs to one of these cannot be used in 
safety in another one. Just as to our babes we would not give 
sharp tools, nor to a man insane with anger entrust delicate instru 
ments.

Still it was said that many men in all times had leaned upon 
the Staff, ;l being aware of it, but most believing that they 
walked by their own strength unaided. There had been various 
written and spoken precepts among all the nations, rules of life 
and worship, and all had borne some part of the Good Law; hut 
it could not be recognized among so many words, as men had lost 
much of the early insight given to them. Now this loss was not 
wholly bv fault of their own, since the way in which they were 
obliged to pass to reach the goal lay through a dense expanse 
where many dangers were. Indeed the astronomers have said 
that when a certain tract in space is reached, never vet touched 
upon, at which time also a corresponding advance in man’s devel 
opment shall be attained, this insight into higher things will be 
regained. In this way it has come to be dually believed by many 
that the Jeweled Staff, the Good Law, is at; this present time 
within the reach of all who earnestly inquire, within their reach 
not through interpretations one added to another, not to he thrust 
upon them by authority, and surely not a gift through sufferings 
of another. Whether strong or weak, each one must exert him 
self in order to get that which is suited to him, and only by using 
what he has at every turn will he be able to attain to more.
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A child may Fear the Staff; in truth many of the little ones 
bring it with them when they come to us, and *hen thev hear it 
spoken of they recognize it. They lean upon it and it hears them s 
up and, sending out great branches, bearing leaves and blossoms, 
shelters them from all the ills of life; its tendrils twine themselves 
about them and they become one with it. For it is a living staff, 
not a dry branch; life throbs and flashes through its every part; 
love shines through every gem, waiting an opportunity to bless. 
Youth grasps it and, walking on, his steps are steadied, his vig.>r 
is not wasted, his eve turns toward the goal steadfastly. Tlkr 
maiden's way is made a joy, her thoughts are true and strong, and 
folly stands afar off when the Jeweled Staff is in her hand, 
Maturer life, also, need not he without relief from errors. 
Results of past departures from the path are borne with sweeter 
fortitude, knowing the Law, and eagerly is pointed out the way 
toward the one light.

But even so, if one should grasp this Jeweled Staff seeking to 
seize upon the jewels and barter them for common goods, it turns 
a serpent in his hand and sends the poisoned drops through every 
vein. Another, if he thinks to show his prize and boast his new 
est acquisition, it turns to ashes in his grasp and buries him from 
sight. Io him who makes pretense, knowing not what it is hut 
imitating those who know, it proves a hollow reed, gives forth a 
hollow sound, and falls to dust.

But the aged wise who have passed years in searching for the 
Law, hungering for the truth, find the Jeweled Staff a welcome 
Support, comforting, cheering, enlightening the understanding, 
making wise the heart, clearing the vision by casting off the mists 
of doctrine that have long made the Giver of the Good Law 
appear an unjust tyrant, whereas, since injustice cannot live and 
tyrants are not wise, the great Source of all life, and all wisdom, 
and all good cannot he such.

Use is one Jewel of the Staff. If it he left unused, or carried 
as an ornament, it shrinks away. It should be leaned upon trust 
ingly, and its helpfulness made known to all who can receive, 
freely offered to all. “ Ask, knock, search.” “ The yoke is easy
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and the burden light.” “ Accept the woes of life. Chafe not at 
ki rma,” “ Let not the fruit of action be thy motive.'* The real 
can never he destroyed; only the false can come to naught. Hate, 
leal'iusv . revenge, perfidy, avarice, these cannot endure; they 
i iuse their own destruction. The Good Law gives assurance that 
lower i holv thought, a gracious deed, an impulse toward the true,' 
 ̂ m he annulled.

I nhmited compassion another Jewel is. stooping to aid anv in 
need, whispering of the light ahead that never facies. Give ye 
help to fellow travelers, showing them to so hear present burdens 
that thev bring not greater to their lot, showing how one mac 
ro ip suffering sown by his own hand in ignorance and vet he joy 
ful, knowing the wisdom of the All. 44As ye sow so shall ye reap, 
hence as ye are reaping ye have sown.” And further say's the 
Law. if another he in danger or distress and you pass him hv in 
v orn and help him not in thought or deed, in good time his ills fall 
upon you, for in that way alone you learn compassion, “ Inaction 
in^a deed of me rev becomes an action in a deadly sin.” And if 
you wantonly give pain to any life, that, pain bends back to ymu. 
“ To live to benefit mankind is the first step,J~

Especially the Good Law dwells upon the truth that in our 
own being must the evil be subdued. ' ‘Strangle thy sins and 
make them dumb forever. '1 Yield the lower to the high, the false 
unto the true, the fleeting and shadowy physical unto the will 
purified and held parallel with Will Divine, the Giver of the Jew 
eled Staff to men.
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SINGLE TAX—WHAT IT IS, AND WHERE IT IS.

H\  JfWiKPM I.k g u k t t

f  ■ AHE term Single Tax has but recently found its way mu 
the dictionaries and encyclopedias of our language 

1  In the Century and the Standard dictionaries it is 
defined with sufficient accuracy for ordinary purposes. 

But it is impossible to gain an adequate comprehension of the 
Single Tax from a mere definition of the term. The words Single 
l ax were first used as a heading tor an article written by Thomas 
G. Shearman of New- York, which was printed in the Statniaui on 
May 28th, 1887. Henry George and his disciples were at that time 
'considering th? adoption of a name for the doctrine enunciated in 
“ Progress and Poverty,” and the title of Mr. Shearman's article 
was, by common consent, accepted generally. The name thus 
chosen has probably served the purpose as well as any that could 
have been selected. It indicates how, by a method already in use, 
the fundamental principles of the doctrine can be carried into 
practical operation. As an appellation for a system of taxation it 
indicates the fact that its adherents propose, in lieu of the multi 
tude of taxes now levied, to collect all taxes needed for the support 
of government from a single source, land values.

But the Single Tax is not merely a fiscal measure or scheme of 
taxation. It is a philosophy, the great underlying principles of 
which are the practical recognition of the Creator’s equal care tor 
all men, the equal right of every individual to the use of the 
earth, and the laur of service which ordains that no man shall 
command the service of another, except by rendering an equal 
service in return. Asa system of philosophy its corner stone i-> 
equal and exact justice to all. Its end and aim is to secure equal  
ity of opportunity to all.

The Single Tax is, however, more than a philosophy. It is a
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great pr:i. ru il u u m *. It is in this aspect th.it the Single Tax is 
most interesting. and at the same tune least known. Most fairly 
well inhumed pmple now understand what the Single Tax as a 
pr >posrd hs^al reform 's, and its fundamental principles as a phil- 
nsophv are non quite generally understood. But very few even 
of the hrst intonneJ people have any idea of where the Single 
Tax is. or of the practical results which it has already attained. 
The teas »n-for this 1$ easily found. The great a.in of the adher 
ent'- of the Single Tax cau>r i«as been to effect a change in 
thought. What the world needs now more than anything else is 
clear, earnest thinking. It is contused thinking that his tied us
up in the tangle from wnkh we are striving to free ourselves.■ ^  >
And there is no other w ay out of the dilemma we are in except by 
thinking.

Tne Single Tax has deeply affected and influenced the thought 
of the Lnglish speaking world since the first publication of “ Prog 
ress and Poveity" in the year 1879. Primarily, it has wrought 
an almost complete transformation in the thought and character of 
the millions of men and women who have accepted its doctrines. 
It has brought light anl hope to minds once dominated by dark 
ness and despur. It has broadened and humanized minds once 
narrowed by cynicism and hardened by pessimism.

But the Single Tax has also affected thought in a more public 
way. It has more deeply influenced the public thought of Great 
Britain than that of any other country, although there is no coun 
try in which the Hnglish tongue is spoken, where its influence hac. 
not penetrated. And it is a remarkable fact that it is in the most 
active-minded and progressive communities that this influence has 
been most strongly felt. In London, the great intellectual and 
financial center of the British empire, the great municipal cam 
paigns of 1892 and 1895 were fought and Won on what we should 
call a Single Tax issue. In Glasgow, a city Universally admitted 
to be blessed with the highest and best type of municipal govern 
ment ever yet known, in November, 1896, after a Single Tax 
campaign that lasted all summer, elected 75 councillors, 49 of 
whom were pledged to the principle of the Single Tax. After the
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council organized it adopted a Single Tax resolution asking Use 
Imperial Parliament to confer upon municipalities power to applv 
the principle of local option in taxation Inside of six months 
from the passage of tins resolution hy the Glasgow council, ( 2  
other public government bodies, city, town, county and parish 
councils, etc., followed Glasgow’s example by adopting a similar 
resolution. In the year 1897, the council of Rhymney, an import 
ant town in Wales, adopted a similar resolution, and before the 
end of the \ear 140 other governing bodies in England and Wales 
had followed suit by adopting similar resolutions. The Liberal 
Party Conference, (corresponding to the National Conventions of., 
the great parties in this country) held at Newcastle in iXqt, 
inserted a Single Tax plank in its platform, which it reaffirmed at 
the conference held at the same place in 1891;. The General 
Council of the Scottish Liberal Association, (corresponding to our 
National Committees), at its meeting last November, unanimously 
adopted a resolution in favor of giving a foremost place in the Lib* 
eral programme (platform) to the taxation of land values. The 
Metropolitan Radical Federation of London recently adopted a 
similar resolution. The British Trades Union Congress has, at 
every annual meeting held for the last eight or ten years, adopted 
a Single Tax resolution. And the Trades Union Congress of the 
Dominion of Canada has, at its last two annual meetings, followed 
its example. For several years past upwards of one thousand 
lectures each year on the land question have been delivered in 
England and Wales, under the auspices of the English Land Res 
toration League, and the Land Nationalization Society. The Liv 
erpool Financial Reform Association, having a membership of 
about three thousand, and branches in most of the leading cities 
of England and Scotland, is thoroughly committed to the Single 
Tax. Since the last general election in England, the follow irg 
members of Parliament have been returned at the bye-elections, 
on a Single Tax platform: Richard McGhee, for South Louth,
Ireland; John Morley, for Montrose Burghs, Scotland; Capt. Pine, 
for Aberdeen, Scotland; Capt, Sinclair, for Forfar, Scotland; Col. 
Cameron, for the Bridgeton Division of Glasgow, Scotland, and -
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< int! !•» the It*'-'* i ompluated <truvture of their governmrnt**, 
i vl to the tk-min rutii character of their peoj le, it 14s easier tor a 
ihariL'e of thought in the various colonies of Great Britain to 
fi.inslatr it^eh into practical legislation, than it is cither in this 
'.‘•untrv or m hngland. Hence it is that it is in British Colonies 
alone that the Single Tax lias passed hfMind the held of discussion 
into the fit 1,1 of practical legislation. New Zealand led the way in 
f'Vii hv exempting from taxation for colonial fState 1 purpose^ all 
personal propertv and improvements on land up to the value of 
£15*000. Two years later the Statute was so amended as to 
exempt all improvements. In i8g6 an act was finally passed hv 
Nah Houses of Parliament, after being twice rejected hy the 
I p per H o u m *, w hich gives to counties, towns and cities, power to 
determine hv a popular vote what property they will tax or 
exempt iron taxation for local purposes, in 1897 the town of 
Palmerston Nor*h hv an almost unanimous vote decided to exempt 
all personal property and improvements on land from taxation for 
I*sal purposes.

Two years ago the colonv of New South Wales took the first 
-aep in Single Tax legislation hy imposing a small tax upon the 
unimproved value of land. Premier Reid, in his last budget 
speech, which was enthusiastically received, said: "Two distinct
advantages had been achieved hv the land lax, namely, the estab 
lishment of sound prosperity of the colony, and the fixing of the 
pri.e land at its true value.'* On a recent visit to this city. 
V\r. John Hindle, a merchant of Sydney, aT\d a_former member of 
the Parliament of New South Wales, said: “ Jhis tax on land
values is producing good results, not only directly hut indirectly. 
The feeling among ow ners of large tracts and valuable ground in 
the cities is that the penny-a-pound tax means a great deal more 
than that. They regard it as an entering wedge destined to split 
the monopoly log.**

In British Columbia and in the Northwest Territories of Can-
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n.lii some flight steps li n e  been taken in the direction or Single 
l ax legislation. In Maryland an act of the legislature under 

which the village of Hvaitsville several years ago attempted to 
applv the Single Tax principle in local affairs, was declared uncon 
stitutional bv the courts. And an act ot the last legislature of 
the State of Washington which exempted $503  worth of personal 
property and Ss<>> worth of improvements on land from taxation, 
met with a like fate. In the latter State* however* a c uistitu-. 
tional amendment providing for local option in taxation is now ■ 
pending before the people, and will he voted on at the election in 
November next.

The practical effects of the discussion and agitation of the 
Single Tax are by no means limited to those countries or States in 
which there has been legislation on the subject. Important results 
have followed the change in thought effected by such discussion in 
States and countries in whose Statute hooks not a line of Single 
Tax legislation has yet been written. About the year 1880, 
“ Progress and Poverty” was published in England and immedi 
ately found millions of readers among all classes in (ireat Britain. 
Prof. Thorold Rogers says that in 187c; the rent of agricultural 
land m England reached its highest point, and averaged forty-five 
shillings an acre. It had risen 2 6 per cent, during the preced 
ing twenty-six years. In 1896* Mullock, an apologist and defender 
of landlordism, said that the incomes of the landowners of England 
had fallen 14 per cent, between the years 1880 and 1896* and that 
those of the landowners of Scotland had fallen 1 15 per cent, in the 
same period. Nearly two years ago, Or. Alfred Russell Wallace* 
the most eminent of living scientists, said that the great landlord1- 
ot England were then manifesting an anxiety to evade the coming 
revolution by getting rid of their land. Vet wages have been ris 
ing in England since 1880, notwithstanding the fact that machin 
ery is still monopolized, and that the gold standard is siill main 
tained, The Single Tax explains why wages rise when tilt- 
amount of rent absorbed by the landlord falls.

The reports of the State Controller of California furnish 
some striking facts for consideration in this connection. In 18~ 1 •
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the date of Henry George’s first publication upon the land ques 
tion. which may be said to have started the Single Tax discussion 
in thi-* State, the personal property of the State constituted 12.17 
per cent, ot the entire assessed property in the State. In 1897, 
it amounted to only n.97 per cent, of the whole. And it is falling 
at the rate of nearly 1 per cent, a year. In 1896, it was 14.84 
per cent. Here is a remarkable instance of the effect of changing 
the thought, even where there is no change in the legislation, of a 
people. The State of New York shows the same tendency, 
though not to so marked a degree. And as the proportion of per 
sonal property and improvements assessed tor taxation in this 
State has gone steadily down, that of the land values has gone up, 
until now it is nearly two-thirds of the entire amount of property 
assessed. If this tendency proceeds unchecked the Single Tax 
will he practically reached without any change in the laws, and 
the assessment and collection of the tax on personal property will 
soon cost more than it will yield. And the drift and tendency of 
thought in reference to the taxation of the products of labor is all 
one way from one end of the English speaking world to the other. 
When the whole current of thought on any important practical 
question gets set in one direction, it is absolutely irresistible. The 
advent of the Single Tax cannot be much 1 oh?gtuc.delayed.
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YUCCA IN ART



YUCCA a n d  i t s  u s e s .

B y  C o h a  A M o r s e .

W HILE traveling through the mountain deserts of 
Southern California a few years since, ( observed 
a scraggy growth, half plant, half tree, covering 
the sandy soil as far as the eye could reach. 

This strange production of the great Mohave desert interested me, 
all the more because it bore a flower here and there upon its 
ungainly branches. Making many inquiries of my fellow travelers, 
all to no purpose, a quiet, p'easant-voiced nun finally replied:

“ That is the Yucca Brevifolia. It seems a perfectly worth 
less product hut doubtless has its uses if they were once discov 
ered. Remedial uses, perhaps/' continued lie. “ I quite accept 
the Indian’s theory that all plants were made for man’s use in 
<ome physical emergency.”

“ You are a physician, are you not?” asked t.
“ Yes, these many years, and covet the native botanical 

knowledge of the Indian. I might then discover the use of the 
yucca and in so doing make the world wiser tor having passed 
through.”

We parted at the next station. Having no one to talk to, my 
mind kept drifting to the “ yucca,” acres and acres of which 
spread in every direction, “ 'Tis not a fig tree cursed and done 
with blossoming,” thought I, “ and yet ‘why cumbereth it the 
ground?’ ” Night fell upon the desert, and in sleep all thought of 
the desert, the yucca and its probable use, faded from memory; 
for the morning brought visions of a paradise we were all unpre 
pared for.

While visiting in Los Angeles last summer my attention was 
called to a rare piece of art. Trying to unravel the mystery of
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the Mjb'Tjrut' upon which the pi., tore wjs painted. 1 informed 
ih it the m «ferial was yucca.

14 T here Is- a factory here." said my f riend. * 'w here they 
rn im.ifa. ture all sorts *»f tilings, Would you like to go there?"

Ihe desert, the vucca, the doctor of eighteen vears ago, were 
in a moment .is t lear to mv mind as though thev were among yes 
terday's experiences. “ Yes, indeed, let us loose no time." I joy 
fully replied. Accordingly we repaired to the only yucca factory 
in the world. Almost as ,i genius tiptoes about while on the verge 
oi discoveiing the final feature that is to perfect some wonderful 
machine, I went cautiously into the factory, which is a medley of 
wheels, small engines, and unique machines.

Hie genial manager, Mr. H. Densm>re, informed us that the 
yucca was considered a worthless product until 1892. when he dis* 
covered its many advantages for surgeons' splints, for which it 
h i> seemingly been designed by naturt?^ The logs of yucca are 
brought from Hesperia, in the Mohave oe^prt, cut in lengths 
required i 18. 2 \ and to inches long), the bark is taken off and the 
log*' shipped tn car loads. On its arrival at the factory it is put in 
a rotary veneer Lithe, whkh revolves the log, while a knite, the 
length of the log, slowly approaches the center of the log, cutting 
a veneer or shaving, which may be continued until the log is 
reduced to a diameter of four incites, which is the diameter of the 
dogs holding the I ig. It has been found necessary to give the 
knife a reciprocating endwise motion while cutting, in order to get 
a smooth surface. It is then cut into sheets of required dimen 
sions, and when dry is put through a sand-papering machine, 
wrhen it is ready for shipment. The thickness is governed hy the 
relative motion of the log and the screws that move the knife 
towards the center. Many of the logs are full of blemishes and 
these are sometimes undiscovered until much cutting is done, 
when, like the'damaged marble discarded by the sculptor for a 
flawless piece, these sheets are thrown aside and sold to the farmer 
to w rap at mind the young fruit trees to protect them from the rav 
ages of the festive rabbit. So much for the use> of the refuse 
yucca.
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Tor tlu* physicians' use* the smooth sheets are placed in a die 
and cut and pressed to shape, and are fashioned to tit almost anv 
part of the body; among them were fore-arm splints, ankle, 
patella, radial and palmar splints, beside tile angular and inter 
osseous. Tlie great advantage of these splints, oxer those usually 
used, is the fact that tuey are extremely light, very strong, poms 
and opened grained, allowing free passage of heat from or air t • 
the fractured part; antiseptics can he used without removal, as it 
saturates readily, thus avoiding displacement of fracture. The 
fiber has stiffness longitudinally but easily conforms to the desired 
shape laterally, I? can be cut to shape with the scissors as easily 
as so much felt, and for this purpose can be purchased in sheet 
form. It is so cheap that new splints may he made instead of 
/cleaning and preserving old ones. Its light weight is its greatest 
recommendation. The railroad surgeons everywhere are using 
these in preference to any other kind and claim to have saved 
many amputations thereby.

And now spread before us were the polished sheets of the 
filter grained wood on which the artist works out the ideals of 
mind and soul, Kverything, from a picture 2x4 inches to a screen 
for the parlor, can he outvvrought. Brown and old blue shades 
blend as harmoniously with its creamy surface as the notes in the 
chorale universal, while the more brilliant colors stand out in hold 
relief and compel admiration. My lady’s needle is here called into 
use, the material being so soft and porous as to admit of beautiful 
embroidery in the delicate or more pronounced shades of silk, wool 
or chenille. Dainty picture frames, circular or square, connected 
by bright ribbons, form a charming decoration. Blotters, scrap 
books, booklet covers, and the endless variety of small furnishings 
that make home life attractive, are shaped from this pliable mate 
rial. An ingenious woman can create a whole wonderland of 
beauty with some yucca, a needle and thimble, and some silk i>r 
chenille. And any artist with brush and the power pushing from 
above, behind, below, which the world bovVs before and names 
genius, can portray living pictures with this living, viral, contri 
bution from nature’s garden for a background.
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I hr .u i ompanyin^  ̂nts. showing yucca in nature and vin'O) 
in art, w n v  drawn bv The COMING L ig h t  artist, 1 hr former, 
enlarged from a small picture used by the yucca company as 
idverti^mg matter, is a perfectly true representation. I he latter 
is from a pktuie sent hv Mr. Densmore as part of mv Christmas 
* heer.

This evolution irom the worthless plant of the desert to the 
%»*mforter ol the maimed and bruised, the inspirer of the artistu 
and i oust ruenve faculties of mankind, prophesies the evolution of 
the worthless human plants, floating about upon the dead sea ot 
ignorance, awaiting the discoverer of their use to help them 
become comforters and inspirers to their fellow men. Some one 
has a^ked and answered the question, “ and what is a weed?"  
“ A plant whose virtues have never been discovered."

T H K  COM INC. M G H T .  

Rv II T FtlLOWi.

Actoas the  f u tu r e ' s  s k y  so fair 
A sc ro l l  o f  l ig h t  I sec u n fu r le d .  

Hehold, t h y  h o p e  is w r i t t e n  th e re ,
O K T e t c b d ,  lost  a n d  ru in e d  W o r ld !

I,ook u p ,  th y  n ig h t  of  d a rk  ecl ipse.
In  c lo u d  anti  tn is t .  h a s  ro l led  a w ay .  

A nd  so u ls  o f  l ig h t ,  w i th  j o y fu l  lip*. 
Proclaim th e  d a w n  o f  f r e e d o m 's  d ay

A w ak e ,  arise f rom  s lu m b e r  d e e p ,
T h e  n ig h t  in passed  w i th  d o u b t  a n d  

g l o o m .
T he  n e w  l ig h t  g i ld s  th e  m o u n ta i n  s te ep ,  

T h e  C h r i s t  is r isen from th e  t o m b

G ood  will  to  all  t h a t  l iv e  a n d  b re a th e .
k i n g  o u t .  g lad  so n g ,  w i t h  c h im in g  b e l l s '  

T h e  sw o rd  sha ll  ru s t  w i th in  it* sh e a th  
A n d  d u s t  lie  t h i c k  in p r iso n  cells.

D e sp a i r  n o  m ore ,  for co m e  it m u s t ,
A n d  b r o t h e r h o o d  sha l l  ru le  th e  w o r ld .  

W i t h  love  to  b a n is h  all  d i s t r u s t .
And flags ° f  w‘ftr fo rev e r  fu r led .

\ ___



THE REFORMER IN GENERAL

M V C M A K LRS 11-\ W  HA R S .

OF COURSE the Reformer in Particular will at once 
decide th.it I do not mean him. He will probably pass 
along this article to someone of less exalted aim. He 
has his own pet project tor saving the world; and the 

idea that Reform itself is subject to certain rules of common 
sense upon which its success must depend, has not yet been - 
evolved bv his inner consciousness.

The time ha-' now come, I think, when reform enterprises for 
saving the heathen from hell must begin to die out. Missionaries 
have long served as outlets for a great ileal of unpractical enthusi 
asm and useless endeavor. It a savage gave up his idol, stopped 
eating his brother man. and called himself a Christian, the direct 
object was gained. The next step was to civilize him; induce him 
to go to work so as to have something to sell or exchange for 
clothes; in a word, to introduce him to the world of commerce. It 
was assumed that a man civilized was happy, and a savage most 
miserable, so a change vvas to be wrought in the name of ( k*l and 
religion.

Human benevolence is no less ready to-day than in any past 
age, but it is growing wiser in its objects. Men have discovered 
that they need not go very far away to find plenty of philan 
thropic work. Misery and suffering, enough to engage everv 
spare thought and call for every spare dollar, are close at hand. 
Men, women and children in this country suffer far more, and live 
more hopeless lives than the savage in Africa or in ocean isle, 
And the true patriot is beginning to study and to think, till he lias 
learned that our present civilization is tending dow n hill. He has 
discovered that industry, sobriety, prudence and inventive genius, 
lift a nation to a certain point, when, under the law of competition,
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it begins \n lo'.t- all it has gained. and to return to the old slavery 
.md suffering. He has discovered that neither religions, priest** 
nor gods ^an stop this process; that it belongs to the system itself. 
So the question of questions has become for the thinker this—can 
the system itself be changed, and civilization be preserved?

Suppose we could to-day reach a nation of savages hitherto 
unapproached, a nation cursed with ignorance, superstition and 
jaws of blood. We undertake to win them to the arts of industry 
and the enterprise** of commerce. Now let us watch the process. 
At first tfie huts become houses. Schools spring up. Intelligence 
spreads, comforts increase, and manhood develops. That nation 
wins peace by its strength; it gains wealth by its commerce 
Inventions are encouraged, and forces of nature discovered and put 
to use, till one man with a machine can do the work of a thousand. 
Now let us observe closely. Generations have died one after the 
other. Centuries have rolled by. and the uphill for that nation 
has become downhill. A few have grown rich. The masses have 
become poor, Dissipation increases, because industry and virtue 
lose their reward. Presently in mines and factories we discover a 
wretchedness unknown to the savage. It is master and slave, only 
with the names changed; the result is tlfe same. We thus learn 
that man gives the name of ‘civilization’ to aprpcess which works 
m a spiral, like the thread of a screw. At first it winds up, and 
the nation grows; then it winds down again, and the nation dies. 
It is the law of commerce, so far at least as we understand the 
word, that it first takes the savage and makes him a man. Pres 
ently it takes the man and makes him a slave. In savage life 
there are few to rule, and many to serve. Through civilization 
and commerce we work back to exactly the same conditions.

Is it a wonder that men who realize that this is thus far the 
outcome of human history are taking anxious thought as to 
whether it must be always so? Can we marvel that there are 
noble souls in the world determined to stop this downward turn ol 
the screw, or perish in the attempt? This is called for in the era in 
which we are now living. The spiral is turning downward now. 
We are already on the declining grade. And we know that
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neither millionaire nor pauper is to blame. Nor is it merely __ 
question of temperance or intemperance; of industry or vagabond 
age; of virtue or vice. 1‘herefore sweet charity and loving sym 
pathy will never work recovery: they are like dew on the morning 
flower, good for an hour, and then lost. The difficulty inheres m 
the very system, bo it is the system itself that must he charged, 
or it will go on repeating the weary round.

We have many a society, and many a reformer, working on 
the problem. Some, full of despair, want to overthrow every 
thing and begin again, just to give the bottom a chance to come to 
the top. Others think that the murder of a few masters—a 
bloody struggle for a few hours—will right matters. There is also 
many a worker who expects to force the screw to ascend by 
strikes and the organized power of trades unions. But this era is 
marked as never before, hv a far more bold and hopeful thought 
—that the very system wav be changed; that it is possible to think 
out, or dream out, social arrangements, so skilfully planned, that 
the spiral shall never ascend. Political and social equality are 
counted as possibilities, although it is acknowledged that individ 
uality muot renpiin untrammeled. The dream is that a system 
may be devised that shall encourage human nature to it* greatest 
development, and yet maintain freedom for all alike. And when 
! said that missionary efforts for foreign lands will probably die 
out, I meant that those who have been willing to help the savage  
escape hell, are to find full occupation in this grand attempt to 
make a whole nation happy. The hell of another life will he left 
to take care of itself. It is the hell of this life from which salva 
tion is now needed.

Some reformers are demanding that our government shall he 
entrusted with greater powers, and exercise authority in a much 
wider field. With a jealousy born of much sad experience, our 
fathers sought to limit governmental power as much as possible. 
And the fact that to-day so many are willing and anxious to 
increase its authority shows how radical is this change of thought 
and feeling. It is even proposed to destroy State sovereignty, at 
least to a great extent, and by so much to render the central go\ -
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rrnment more powerful. We all acknowledge that some change i> 
neces^arv to’ avoid Jest ruction. The confer vative \v ho wishes 
things to remain as the\ are is no longer listened to. But we are 
all concerned in endeavoring to avoid anv such change as would 
end m failure hv establishing a governmental despotism. And I 
propose to point out the true starting point for every intended 
retorm.

I he whole LjueMion of nationalistic reform, involving 
it d **> an entire change in the world's conception of progress, 
must rest upon an individual basis. It de mands at everv' step the 
right man in the right place. Wany an attempted reform ha^ 
tailed because the leaders were not true patriots, hut kept their 
own interests first in view. The political maxim, “ to the victors 
belong the spoils." has given motive to many an attempted change 
in the name of reform, and when the spoils of office were gained 
the reform died. Yet it we purpose any political change that 
involves a government with increased duties, responsibilities and 
power*, honest and competent leaders become the first necessity.

Now Lord Palmerston used to say, “ every government will he 
as rascally as the people will permit it to be.” In other words, 
the moral level of the people determines the level of the govern 
ment. And herein is the point I want to make. In any radical 
change that it is proposed to make in our present system, every 
thing depends upon the people. The !eader,s will be of them, und 
from them; and whether they use the nation-,“nr the nation uses 
them, will depend on the moral and intellectual level of the voter. 
It is no merely enthusiastic mob that can win success in this giant 
battle with a system that has all recorded human history on its 
side, and where experiments must be made with care and progress 
gained one step at a time.

Take any city in our land and the crafty politician rules. 
His power is the power of whiskey and tobacco. It is in the guise 
of g'xvj fellowship that he wins his control. He will have to be 
reckoned with first of all. If he perceives there are enough of us 
sufficiently in earnest to shape votes, he means to have a voice in 
the ticket, and get to the front as soon as possible. It is only tile
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true man who can hope to escape his crafty and debasing mtlu- 
ence. Without self-mastery the voter will yield to the social glas<; 
the 'ha il fellow well met” greeting will lead him right i nto the 
trap. Labor will suffer, and suffer cruelly before this battle 1- 
won; but those who are “ self-masterful” will become the true lead 
ers, and help many a weaker brother to bear his burden. I repeat- 
and I say it with my whole soul, that success in this, or any other 
real reform, must come through sustained effort that will prove 
impossible to those not trained to self-mastery. In other words, 
we must deserve success before it is possible to win it.

We must remember also that anv real national reform cannot 
be gained until we have woman’s full co-operation. Every' club, 
society or gathering that means to work for national reforms can 
only i2<) one step at a time. And the very first step is to share 
membership, office holding and responsibility' with woman. The 
new civilization, if it be gained, must be founded on equal rights 
and adapted duties. Man and woman must become one in a sense 
never yet grasped or dreamed of by the religious mind. And 
every male reformer in the country should pledge himself to him 
self to vote for woman’s political equality just as often as the 
question is raised. That is an excellent starting point for every 
would-be reformer, for women are going to suffer, and also to serve, 
as much as men in this battle against all human experience. And 
there is no civil office for which woman is physically adapted that 
should not he as open to her as to man.

True reform does not need to incite a battle 01 class with 
class. The reformer must remember that he is proposing to set 
aside every traditional method of social and national success. His 
basic truth must be “ justice to all,” and then friends will gather 
round. Anything that savors of injustice to any will drive the 
whole question from the polls into the battle field, where the victor, 
triumphing through force, dictates his own terms to the conquered. 
Last of all it remains to be said that when the right leaders are 
discovered they will need great experience and caution to avoid 
mistakes; and poor human nature will too often carry self into 
high places. But if the rank and file are men and women strug 
gling to a higher manhood all must come out right in the end.
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THH PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF AMfcKlCA,
llv J a n k  A K o r u t r o s  o k  S k a r s p o k t , M k

' [t I k  m g  rm r  rh irC  p ro jec t  *►f t b a l  old d r l i w l v t ,  S a t a n ,  to  k e e p  m en  from th e  
k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  S c r ip tu re * ,  a* in fo rm er  tu n e *  b y  k e e p in g  th e m  in  an u n k n o w n  
to n g u e .  in these  l a t t e r  t u n e s  l»v p e r su a d in g  th e m  from  th e  use  of longue* ,  th a t  

a t  lea*! th e  t ru e  sense am i m e a n in g  of t h e  o r ig in a l  m ig h t  b e c l o u d e d  a n d  cor 
r u p te d  w i th  the  false g lo iw cso f  d e ce iv e r s  t o  t h e  e n d  th a t  le a rn in g  m a y  no t  be b u r  
sed in the  g ra v e s  iif o u r  fo refa thers ,  in c h u r c h  a n d  c o m m o n w e a l th ,  t h e  L ord  assist  
trig o u r  e n d e a v o rs ,  there fo re ,  e tc

r i  A  HL above is the preamble of a law, passed in the Mas 
sachusetts legislature of 1647, wherein it was ordered 

I  that every township containing fifty families should 
organize a free school in which children might he 

taught to read and write, and every township containing one hun 
dred families should set up a school in which boys might be fitted 
for Harvard college.

J"he involuntary smile provoked bv the crude wording and 
exaggerated religious zeal of the preamble passes quickly away as 
the true significance of this law dawns upon tbe-thoughtful mind. 
Many and various are the documents w hich Yourfg America holds 
proudly before the eyes of the wondering world in witness of the 
wisdom and patriotism of his ancestors, but not the Declaration of 
Independence itself has exerted a mightier influence upon the 
development of this gjeat country than has that half-forgotten 
law, passed in the Massachusetts legislature of 1647; for out of 
this has grown the school system of America with all its virtues 
and all its faults.

It might easily have been foreseen that schools founded upon 
the idea embodied in the above quoted preamble, would, of neces 
sity. be somewhat hampered in their work by religious bigotry; 
and so at first it proved. But in the very clause that lays this 
ban of dogmatism upon the school is found the germ of its emanci 
pation; for it is ha rills presumable tliit a race, trained from
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infancy to read and to think, could for many generations bow 
beneath the sway of creed and dogma. And so it happened that 
upon the very spot where our Puritan forefathers laid the founda 
tion of what they supposed to be an enduring faith, sprang up, 
less than two centuries later, the school of free thought so domin 
ant in the land to-day.

In comparing the public school of primitive New England 
with its lineal descendant, the present elaborate educational system 
of America, it is necessary to remember the vast changes in all 
departments of education which the last two centuries have 
brought forth. Great as has been the improvement in our schools 
since the old colonial days, yet this improvement has not been 
steady and continuous. There are points all along the road where 
retrogression, on certain lines, seems to have set in. There is 
certainly a marked contrast between the modern “ First Reader,*1 
with its interesting pictures and well-graded sentences, and the 
old “ New England Primer,1' (now held as a literary curiosity) by 
means of which good principles were instilled into the mind of the 
youthful Puritan, together with his A B C ’s, In learning the let 
ter “ A” this unfortunate baby is also instructed that

“ In  A d a m '*  fall 
W e  s in n e d  a l l . ”

A somewhat discouraging beginning, hut not the less likely to 
impress the letter firmly upon the startled infant mind. At the 
end of the alphabet things look a little brighter:

" X e r x e s  d id  d ie .
And so mils! I ."

Is gruesome enough, but is quickly followed by a hint at redemp 
tion through good example:

" Y o u n g  O b a d ia s
D a v id  a n d  Jos ias ,
All were p ious.''

And last of all comes a real relief:
" Z a o c h e u s  he
Did c l i m b  a tree
H is  l .o rd  to  s e e .”

Not even the somewhat dubious object of the exertion could quite
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ilnt-vt Thi" rhyme ot all interest. Zaccheus had, at least, the 
pleasure <>t the vlimh.

|t i-k prnhahle, t<*‘. that the zealous John Cotton’s "Milk for 
BiIvn.” which is said to K- somewhat solid tor bottle food, does 
ii.it compare very favorably with the pleasant story hooks and his- 
ior,es with vvhiJi the \oung people of to-day are regaled. But 
the common sense of our ancestors soon discarded the "Pnm er,” 
inJ the ' MHk tor Babes” does not appear to have been very gen 

erally imbibed. We find no traces ot its use. unless, as I some 
times think, it may have been one of the causes of that epidemic 
of child hvsteria known as the "Salem Witchcraft,” There was 
always a shrewd sense mingled with the austerity of the Puritan 
mind iexcept in aggravated cast's of Quakers and witches), and 
ir w .is not long he<ore the district schools had evolved a course of 
learning not to he despised. Reading, writing and arithmetic were 
prettv well taught. History, algebra and even a little geometry 
were added later, and, at a period when university education was 
much less genrral than now. the country schools of New England 
were sending out good practical mathematicians and men of much 
general information.

In spue of its dubious beginning, the "Reading Book” of the 
transition period of the district school was the triumph of the sys 
tem. Lor truly, if was "a well of English undefiled.” Grand 
poems trom Isaiah and the Psalms were fr^re reproductd—with 
wonderful bits of Shakespeare and grand rolling! passages from 
"Paradise Lost.” Now it is impossible for even the most stupid 
and careless child to mouth his Milton, Such words are to be 
spokiti. and the child will either roll them forth, or stand abashed 
before them. The hook also contains fine hits of classic prose and 
some of the poetry of a more modern period, followed hy the tierv 
eloquence of oiu Revolutionary orators and statesmen. "Read 
ing in concert” was one of the exercises of the school;, and often 
the wayfarer <m a lonely country road would come suddenly upon 
a sound of clear child voices, reading in perfect unison and with 
wonderful expression, such words as these:

“ A w a k e ' A w ak e  1 P u t  on  t h y  s t r e n g th .  O  Z ion  '
P u t  on  t h y  b e au t i fu l  g a r m e n t s  O  fefu*a]e tn .  th e  h o ly  c i tv  !M
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Or the rebellious angels "Ruining from Heaven1’ would be the 
theme and the stern young voices told how

' Nine day® th ey  Tell, con fo u n d ed  cliao* roared.
And felt tenfo ld  confusion  in th e i r  fa ll .”

Again it was "Marco BozzarisM and the clear tones trembled with 
the words

"C otne  to the  b r idal  ch am b er .  Death  !
Come to  the  m o th e r  w hen  she feels 
For the  first t im e  her first b o rn 's  b rea th  ' 

* • # * • * • *

And tlrot. ar t  t e r r ib le . ”

Then the voices rang out triumphant
" B u t  to  the  Hero,  w hen  his sword 

H a t h  w on  the  b a t t le  for the  free.
T h y  voice so u n d s  l ike  a p r o p h e t ' s  word 
And in  the  ho l low  to n es  are  heard 
T he  th a n k s  of m il l io n s  ye t  to  b e ."

Many a boyish cheek that flushed with enthusiasm at these heroic 
words has since lain cold upon the battle field. They made brave 
soldiers, those boys of the district school.

Another favorite for concert reading was "Bingen on the 
Rhine.” What matter if they did pronounce it Bin jin ? Not the 
less sweetly

'"Up the  p leasant r iver  and d ow n  the  s la n t in g  hill  
T he  ech o in g  c h o ru s  so u n d ed  th ro u g h  the  e v en in g  c lear a n d  s t i l l . "

How much American literature owes to the reading book of 
the past will never be understood. But in my mind abides the 
firm conviction that the great wave of eloquence and song that 
swept over our land during the middle of this century had its 
source in that now discarded volume. The course of study pur 
sued in these district schools was not systematically arranged nnr 
was it supplemented by the modern improvements in school build 
ings and apparatus. The rude-built schoolroom nestled close 
against the rough old woods whose tall dark pines overtopped its 
unpretending roof. The desks were roughly hewn. The books 
were plainly bound. Bees flew in and out through the broken 
window panes and buzzed over the heads of the children as they 
bent above their tasks. Fragrance of flowers and voices of birds
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flowed in trom field and forest, and far in the blue distance thet
great world called to them. How the children of New England 
have obeyed that summons, let the nations of the earth attest.

A few weeks ago, I took occasion to examine the school books 
of a little grammar-school friend of mine and must confess that I 
was startled by the number and scope of the volumes which her 
strap contained. The reading book particularly attracted my 
attention It seemed to be a condensed treatise on English liter 
ature. containing short sketches of the lives of the best-known 
English authors with extracts from their works especially adapted 
to the young. An admirably arranged and very valuable book. 
But, in its beautifully printed pages, I looked in vain for one pas 
sage of grand melodious English, for one outburst of pure inspir 
ing thought. The happy possessor of the pretty book confided to 
me some of her troubles. n I am ‘number one’ now,” she said, 
“ but the ‘next girl1 is sure to get my place soon, for her mother 
will let her sit up till eleven and sometimes twelve o’clock, while 1 
have to go to bed at ten." And as I looked into the anxious little 
face upturned to mine, and noted the thin fingers nervously clutch 
ing the formidable array of volumes, I fourki-myself repeating. 
apropos to nothing, y

" Y o u n g  O h a d ia s  
D av id  a n d  Jo s ia s .

All wprp p ious .

I have often heard mv father say that he learned his English 
grammar entirely from Milton and the Bible, construing passages 
from “ Paradise Lost” and from the “ Proverbs” and the “ Psalms.” 
There may be objections to this method, but I cannot conceive of 
a liner language exercise; and often, when listening to speeches 
and debates from the lips of some of the college-bred men of our 
time, men who hold degrees trom our leading universities, I have 
been impressed with the very obvious fact that they had not 
learned their English from Milton and the Bible.

I he scope of the school system of the United States is very 
great, and the partial success to which it has attained is really 
marvelous. That systematically graded and closely related schools
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have been established in almost every nook and cranny of this 
vast land is in itself not the least of American triumphs. The 
faults of cramming and overcrowding and the mistakes of methods 
and text books will, in good time, adjust themselves, as did the 
errors of bigotry and asceticism so remarkable in the first stages 
of the development. The reaction against the classics in high 
grade schools and universities is a healthy sign of this; although, 
like all reactions, it inclines too far the other way; for it would be 
a most flagrant error to bar Latin and Greek from American insti 
tutions of learning. Indeed, the tendency to do this has already 
had an undesirable effect upon the culture of our colleges. But 
this danger is not great and even now the tide is setting back into 
the proper channel.

There is, however, one great evil hanging over our public 
schools which as yet shows no sign of abating. The natural 
development of a wrongly constituted economic system has placed 
the public schools in the hands of politicians, more or less corrupt, 
who make the sacred duty of choosing teachers and hooks a mere 
matter of low barter, thus weakening the efficiency of the instruc 
tion and vulgarizing the relations between teacher and pupil to 
such a degree that the highest function of the school is almost lost. 
This evil is not inherent in the system itself but comes from with 
out. and from without must come the remedy.
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M
Hv Re v . F r a n c is  K i m ;.

AN’S ADAPTABILITY.—The adaptability of man 
determines his end. Man was made “ in the image 
of God” and given “ dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every 

creeping thing upon the earth.1’ He is the king of beasts and the 
king over beasts. He is adapted to have dominion over the beast 
and he has filled the sphere of his divine prerogative in ruling the 
brute creation.

But in the exercise of his powers man goes farther. He has 
learned and is learning more and more, to control the elements. 
As he reaches out and sways the sceptre of divine right, he finds 
his powers ever increasing and his kingdom ever extending. He 
begins to realize that he is indeed a god in the flesh; that in truth 
he was made in the image of God; that there is no limit to his 
attainments, nor end to his creation—his self-creation.

Man has been pushed on by fate to climb the upward spiral 
of progress. He looks back and rejoices at his achievements, but 
they are as nothing compared with that to which he shall yet 
attain. While he superstitiously bowed his head and bent his 
knee, darkness covered his intellect and soul. When he arose as 
a man and aspired to the dignity of a god, he dispelled that dark 
ness, or emerged from it and stood forth on the borders of life and 
was ready for his work as a god, a creator. He has come into a 
knowledge of the operation of the great forces in the external 
world, by a conscious or subconscious knowledge of the operation 
of these same forces in the internal world, the world within him 
self, the microcosm. By putting himself in harmony with the 
laws of the universe, the creative and destructive forces of life
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become his servants to use at will. In part he has already 
learned to use these forces and a marvelous transformation of life 
is the result.

How do -a? create?—By the utilization of the faculties, powers 
and resources within. The active operation of the forces without, 
and their phenomena, have their counterpart in the forces within 
and their results. Cosmos is an harmonious system, the result of 
repeated divine acts, constructive and destructive. Man, the 
image of God, employs the very same power, and utilizes the 
very same forces, in his creation as the Creator in His universe. 
It is indeed the individualized God in the organism ot a human 
being that manifests itself, according to the character and unfold- 
ment of that organism. That manifestation will he made in cre 
ative acts, constructive or destructive. It is the same Principle of 
Life operating in all. But each separate human organism is the 
product of evolution and heredity: hence the varying character of 
the medium will affect the impulse of the Principle ot Life. The 
impulse of the Principle of Life proceeding from the Creator is to 
manifest itself in every individual, and through every individual, 
in the highest degree of expression in harmony with cosmic life. 
But the individual colors or changes, pervert or destroy the 
impulse according to his or her character or condition of unfold- 
ment. Upon this peculiar relationship of tbejiigher man with the 
lower man, rests the doctrine of the freedom of/ the will and indi 
vidual responsibility.

IVhat are our creations?—Our creations are the objectified 
expressions of our thoughts. As the Creator manifests himself in 
the universe by the phenomena of life and death—cosmos and 
chaos—and rejoices in all his works, so we rejoice in the work of 
our own hands. By the law of life and death we create or destroy. 
We are moved upon by the impulse of the Principle of Life to 
activity. Our acts are the results of our thoughts. Thoughts 
are the soul of expression and produce definite forms. These 
thought forms exist in living reality in the mental world and are 
beings which inhabit our creation. They draw their life and sus 
tenance from us. If they are exalted, worthy and beautiful, they
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glorify our lives and deify our characters and dwell in order and 
harmony in our cosmos. It they are base, vile and unworthy, 
they work in us no exaltation of character, but voraciously feed,, 
upon and absorb the virtue of our lives and become the demons 
which torment us, and in the end destroy us. Thoughts projected 
on the lower plane, and moulded in matter, continue in material 
expression according to the degree of the intensity and order of 
vibratory energy producing them. Great works of art, painting, 
sculpture, poetry, invention and architecture, attest the strength 
of soul and mind which gave them hirth. All productions endure 
or pass away according to the law of survival, that is their own 
fitness to survive or perish.

We build or create well, or poorly, according to the strength 
or weakness of our characters, and the degree of our enfoldment. 
We build to-dav what we may he obliged to destroy to-morrrvv 
We destroy to-day that we shall he obliged to build better, here 
after. Geological structure typifies the process of man's creation. 
Through one period after period of progress or enfoldment we pass, 
collectively and individually. One period of experience succeeds 
the other, so that our creation to-day is the result of successive 
lives and deaths, building and destroying, that we may produce a 
more enduring creation with a higher order of life.

The law of creation is motion. Every movement of the body, 
every utterance of the voice, every glance of the eye, every 
thought of the mind, sets up motion. There is a definite result of 
such motion. Every motion is constructive or destructive. It 
either makes for life or death to another and by reflex action 
makes for life or death to ourselves. There is no escape from this 
law forever. Repeated action in a given direction intensifies the 
result. An influence is exerted upon another which is lasting, and 
so a great chain of unending causes is formed. The individual 
who constructs such a life of complexity finds himself completely 
involved in his own world of creation. Soon or late he must give 
himself as a sacrifice to his own world. He must go on forever 
adjusting, destroying and rebuilding, destroying and rebuilding. 
As he proceeds his creations ever assume higher form or lower *

*
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character. He will be exalted more and more to deity, or dragged 
lower and lower by the demons of his own creation.

Nothing is ours, saving that which we have produced. We 
live only in our own world, not the world of another. We are 
moved upon, to be sure, by impulse of the Principle of Life, and 
operated upon by suggestions of others, but we ourselves must 
send forth the fiat. It shall be, or it shall not be. That which is 
without appeals, and can only appeal, to the corresponding same 
within. All motion proceeds from centers. We are the centers of 
our own world, hverything which has a place or part in our con 
st ious world, first had its expression in the universal life within us.

Knowledge is the fruit of experience. Experience is aggre 
gated experiment. Every experiment is a part of the formative 
process of a complete production. An artist produces a beautiful 
painting. It may adorn the walls of the art gallery of his world, 
but it is not ours, nor can it appeal to us before we have learned 
color, shades, lines, light blending, form and figure. Nor is it 
until we have cultivated artistic taste, ''kill and execution, that we 
can live in or understand the artist's world. What is true of one 
phase of life i* true of all. Nothing will suffice, less than a sym 
metrical unfoldment of all the faculties of body, mind and soul. 
There is no place to stop, short of perfection.

How shall we attain to the highest creative ptwei in this worldf 
- By coming into harmony with the la\vVof-,our being; by sub 

jecting the human organism to the perfect corftrol of the Principle 
of Life. The Principle of Life would express through the human 
organism the highest type of creative power on this plane, but the 
defects, errors, darkness, and undeveloped conditions of that 
organism interfere, pervert or destroy. We must learn to con 
trol the five mediums of expression, viz: the movements of the 
body, the touch, the voice, the eye, and the mentality. This can 
be done through careful drill, by aid of systematic methods. All 
these mediums must be trained to give forth Harmonic Vibra 
tions. Harmonic vibrations are constructive—life giving.

The two great processes of generating, creative power, are 
passivity and concentration. In passivity all the active, positive
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forces are suspended, while the mind and soul become a passive, 
receptive, sensitive center of impression. In concentration the 
positive forces are aroused and the creative agencies, electricity 
and magnetism, are utilized in shaping those impressions, giving 
them actual form and projecting them. No person can he truly 
successful unless able to enter both conditions. The operations of 
the laws are simple when understood, with always definite and 
unvarying results. The study of man, the creator, and of his 
creative powers, is the greatest, first, and last of all studies.

T H E  W R E C K  

By Lu c y  Sh u h k a n  Min ut i i

C h id e  n o l  w i t h  to o  m u c h  h i t te f t ie s s .  e ' e n  though 
T h e  b o a t  h a s  d r i f t e d  i n to  w a te rs  d a rk ;

P e rc h a n c e  t h e  oar was b ro k e  o r  q u i t e  to o  frail 
T o  la* of use  in  su c h  a h e a v y  gale—

O r.  c o m p a ss  lost ,  th e r e  w as  n o  c h a n c e  to  m ark  
T h e  w a y  she  w e n t ; —c h id e  n o t .  y o u  d o  n o t  k n o w .

S p e a k  n o t  to o  h a r sh  a w o rd  . so m e  a r m s  are  w e a k — 
A nd  o f ten  it  m a y  h a p  th e  b a r q u e  o f  life

W a s  b u i l t  to o  h e av y  for t h e  h a n d s  to  g u id e  
A g a in s t  th e  s t r o n g  a n d  e v e r - s t r e n g th ' i l l  tig t ide  

T h a t  t e n d e d  to w a rd  th e  sh o a ls  w h e re  sin  is r i fe .  
A n d  forced  a  l a n d i n g  t h a t  she  d i d  n o t  seek
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Ed it o r ia l s

OUR VALENTINE.

| HE COMING l ig h t  received a valentine which ic 
likely to he shared by the whole world. Prof, 

Car I vie Peter.si lea, fortnerlv of the New England Conservatory of 
Music, whose portrait and word picture of music, from the critic's 
standpoint, appear in this issue, sent us a magnificent piece of 
music, set to our New Battle Hymn of the Republic. The spirit 
of ,.’76 and the ring of the coining time speak in every note. The 
hallelujah of the chorus begins like the distant murmur of the 
ocean and ends with a mighty swell which-ee^oes and thrills, as 
the hearer is carried along the song billows 6f each succeeding 
verse to the majestic chorus again. We hope to publish it soon 
and help to “ start the world along” with its living vibrations. 
Aside from the vital character of the music, which is a strength 
and an inspiration, the delicate thought of the gracious giver filled 
our hearts with jov and filled THE COMING LIGHT office with a 
halo which surrounded all the force employed therein, from the 
editors to the printer's devil. All throats voiced the glad refrain 
and work grew lighter, success seemed nearer, and humanity 
dearer than ever before, L)o you remember the picture of the 
waiting people who, almost breathless in their eagerness, counted 
the minutes until the Liberty Bell rang out the blessed tidings of a 
tree people in 1776? Do you remember the great shout of eman 
cipation that I oil owed the first stroke of the old bell? Yes, you
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remember, for its vibrations are still stirring the work!. Are you 
aware that millions are waiting to-day with just as intense anxiety 
to hear the first bell-note of the larger freedom that is to gladden 
all hearts? Do you know that California is to send that first note" 
of emancipation which shall

" S w e e p  from sea to *-ea 
t ’n t i l  th e  s h in in g  h e av e n s  s ing  it 
T h is  sw ee t  m essage o f  t h e  free

There are those who do know it, and who are working with 
untiring zeal to that end. THE COMING LIGHT is the beacon 
flaming from the watch tower. The workers, from its quartette 
of editors to its Petersileas of harmony and song, are of one 
accord in the absolute certainty of the mission of The COMING 
LIGHT. Bare youf heads and bend low in listening attitude. 
The rope is in the bell-ringer’s hands, the messenger has been dis 
patched to carry the welcome word, “ Ring.1' The air will soon 
be pulsing with the sound and every tongue repeat the story that 
“ Freedom's hosts are born.11 This pledge, dear reader, is your 
valentine.

WAR. f
J H IS  matter of war between the Great Powers is becoming a 

weariness. For many years the headlines of the newspapers 
have announced, about once a week, that a tragedy of conflict 
was impending, that Europe was to have its rivers turned into 
blood, and that no one could foretell how the fifth act would ter 
minate.

But instead of tragedy we have had only farce, and begin to 
think that this is all we shall ever have. The Big Boys of Europe 
seem to delight in bullying the little fellows, and do not hesitate 
to cuff the ears of here and there a principality, or now and then 
a semi-barbaric tribe. But when the bullying empires stand face 
to face, they content themselves with a scowl, say “ shoo11 at one 
another, then hide behind the corner of a continent or an island 
of the sea, and that is an end of the threatened war. Indeed the 
great nations seem to have a deferential respect for one another’s 
prowess, and venture no more than a few brave maneuvres and 
some diplomatic growls and then subside into quiet.
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It l'* just as well so. War is not the best thing for this world 
m v more. And the people generally are coming to feel, we imag 
ine, that the truth about war is well told in the following rhymes, 
I he origin of them is not known, but they were printed in Moore's 
Almanac for 1829, under the head of "Monthly O bservations.” 
They run thus:

“ Whene'er coteem linjf erinces ftjjh 1.
Fot private pique or public- njjht,
A rm ies  are  ra ised ,  th e  fleets a te  m a n n e d .
T h ey  c o m b a t  b o th  by  sea a n d  land.

W h e n ,  a f te r  tn an v  b u t t l e s  p a s t ,
Hoth, t i r e d  w i th  b lo w s ,  m ak e  peace  a t  las t .
W h a t  is i t,  a f te r  all. the  peo p le  g e l 7
W hy, taxes, w idow s, wooden legs anti debt."

SPHINX RIGHTS AND OUR RIGHTS.
W  appreciate the exceptional honor of a promised series of 

communications from 7he Sphinx. But let not The Sphinx 
imagine that we are disposed to apologize for asking questions, as 
it we were trespassing on her incontestible rights. We no longer 
recognize, out in this frontier world, any of the ancient and tradi 
tional prerogatives. Long ago we did away with the “ divine 
right of kings;" and many other anciently registered claims, pre 
tensions, special privileges, immunities, frnures and warranties 
are getting to be very shaky in our day—amon^ them the title of 
The Sphinx to exclusive sovereignty over the Empire of Riddledom. 
It is not just that one party should have the eternal privilege of 
putting all the conundrums, and the other party he forever rack 
ing brains and cracking skulls in trying to guess them.

Besides, it must be admitted that many neu' questions have 
arisen since The Sphinx set herself up in the riddle business. 
While the desert sands have been accumulating over the monu 
ments of Egypt, and the sands of time have been burying her 
ancient institutions out of sight and memory, a new human 
world has come to be, and it stands to-day confronting a whole 
line of interrogation points. And especially out in this western 
hemisphere, where problems have grown as thickly as weeds, and
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some of them with the proportions of Sequoias. We have ques 
tions both to ask and to den* with, that never troubled Egypt, and 
we claim the right to formulate them in a way fitting to modern, 
exegencies.

And besides this again, we would have it understood that this 
is Yankeedom, in which THE COMING LIGHT has appeared. It is 
Brother Jonathan’s very own and proper home. And Brother 
Jonathan is both hy nature, and by his own independent volition, 
an exceptionally inquisitive chap, a born-and-bred questioner ot 
gods and men and things. In one pocket ho carries hi> fanioii'- 
jack-knife; in the other a big bundle of interrogation points. He 
will insist upon, and boldly exercise, the right to use both.

But it 1 he Sphinx really wishes to join in with us, and ask 
questions, we will give her opportunity in our columns.

DEMOCRACY NOT YET REALIZED,

pH E  COMING L ig h t  is no pessimist. Neither will it ignore stub* 
, born facts and “ cry ‘peace’ when there is no peace.” We 

cannot shut our eyes to the threatening fact that popular govern 
ment is in greater danger now, than at any recent period. While 
we have been carelessly thinking that the extension of thv suffrage 
in Europe prognosticated the near approach of Democratic rule 
for the civilized world, there has been a fatal worm at the root of 
the tree. Representative government has proved a failure, so far 
as the liberty and happiness of the people is concerned. Repre 
sentatives do not represent, but Misrepresent the people. The 
great mass of legislation is for the benefit ot the classes, and 
against the welfare of the working masses.

One cause of this misrepresentation is found in the fact that 
a large per cent of all elected officers are chosen by a minority ot 
the popular vote. Pluralities elect, not majorities. The majority 
is powerless. It is not represented. From President to Super 
visor, minorities elect. But the most potent cause is the venality 
of the people, who are so evenly divided on party lines that a few 
votes turn the scale cither way. The powerful corporations are
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thuv able to purchase enough votes to elect the men of their choice 
for executive t.r legislative positions. And this practice of pur 
chasing votes is becoming more flagrant every year.

No bad system will ever correct itself. We must have some 
thing new. What shall it be? Democracy- “ The government 
of the people, by the people and for the people,” We have no 
such government. Ours is of the people, br the plutocrats and 
tor the plutocrats. A true government can be reached only by 
proportional representation and the initiative and referendum. 
When the people, as a whole, vote upon their laws, the occupa 
tion of the vote buyer will he gone and minorities will no longer 
rule. J, S, L.

THE HIGHER WANTS.

O ' t  of the hopeful signs is the unyielding ethical demand made 
by the leading minds in our ranks. It is dearly seen, by 

these modern seers, that no permanent success can be achieved 
unless the great principles of justice and right are made the potent 
factors in our program. There must be a distinct consciousness 
and avowal of these principles of moral obligation or vve shall 
utterly fail. We must as positively and emphatically affirm that 
man has a soul as that he has a body. And while the bodily 
necessities are primary, so far as the individual is concerned, the 
ethical are the primary ones when we come to the collectivity; for, 
the principles which rule the collectivity,—the social man,— 
determine the possession or non-possession, by the individual man, 
of the means to supply the primary needs of his animal nature. 
These principles are crystalized into institutions and laws. Their 
ethical character must be our first study. If they are morally 
just, vve have no right to complain. We must submit. If they 
are unjust, then they must he abrogated and right ones take their 
place. --s.

But, as said before, vve are more than beasts: We are intel 
lectual, moral, esthetic beings. Our noblest, our most imperative 
wants issue from our higher nature. Our most lofty pleasures 
are entirely discreted from the mere ease of the animal nature.
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These needs must he provided for, or our rights are denied and 
trampled upon. There must be no uncertain sound to our proc 
lamations on this point. When money-bloated employers propose 
to allow us only what is needed to supply the physical wants, we 
must rebel at once. We are souls! We have soul hunger. We 
demand that our hunger be appeased, J. S. L.

NOTES.
The question naturally arises as to whether or not the course 

of studies in our city schools should include lessons in the Principles 
and Practices of School Directors. Much is said now about mak 
ing our education in the common schools a fitting lor the practical 
side of life. Some of our pupils are likely to rise by and by to 
the dignity of a place on the school board. Why not give them 
an insight into the methods by which the shrewd director may so 
easily serve the publi' interests with one hand and put monev into 
his own pocket with the other. This appears to be one of the 
modern industries, and as profitable as a Klondyke claim. If the 
school urchin is duly instructed in the fine points of this art, he 
will have (in)visible means of support, and avoid the danger ot 
falling into vagrancy—which might easily happen, in hard times, 
if he were trained only in some ordinary and honest trade.

After we had penned the editorial on “ W ar” this cloud began 
to rise in the eastern horizon, threatening the peace that has sn 
long obtained between the United States and Spain, At the pres 
ent writing it is impossible to forecast with certainty whether the 
fierce storm of conflict is to break upon us or the sky will clear 
again. It does seem certain that these hours are critical, and the 
crisis may be precipitated bv some merest chance, or freak of 
fortune. The Spanish mind is sensitive, the Castilian heart 
inflammable, and the Americans are by no means of a phlegmatic 
temperament. Hence, after the strain upon good feeling which 
the last few months have brought, it would take but little to incite 
both countries to that pitch of frenzy which easily forgets the hor 
rors of war and marches grimly forth to conflict. But if peace i< 
possible without shame, let us have peace. And yet we ought 
not to forget that one of the shames which we must avoid is that 
of leaving Cuba, poor, distressed, struggling, heroic Cuba, friend 
less. Long ago we should have given our hand to the patriots of 
this unhappy isle, and taken the risk of war in the interests of a 
great principle and an unquestionably noble cause.
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It we have war with Spain, we suggest an opportune use for ' 
the fenderless ears of San Francisco. Let us load them upon 
o^ean transports, ship them to Havana and Madrid, and turn them 
loose in these capital cities of our enemy. Some representative of 
the Market Street Monopoly should he sent along with them to see 
that the Spaniards do not clap fenders on them for at least two 
wars to come. Then let all our warships be called home, and our 
militia be permitted to pursue their usual vocations, while the Mis* 
sum Street Hlectrics, and the Cable Line Dummies put in their 
deadly work and grind up the entire Spanish nation under their 
wheeis. Uncle Sam could afford to allow the monopoly t,o per 
cent a year on all its watered stock. Enough would he saved in 
this way to materially reduce our lingering war-debt. And mean 
while our little children, our mothers, wives and daughters, and 
the citizens of San Francisco generally would enjoy a period of 
immunity from the dangers that now threaten them on all our 
principal streets. And, moreover, this would give the needed 
time for determining the momentous question of what kind of a 
fender shall be placed on the cars, when, covered with Spanish 
blood and decked with the trophies of triumph, they come back to 
roll majestically through our streets again.

One of our San Francisco pastors said in a recent sermon: 
“ All music is sacred, no matter it it he in an underground resort; 
it is*imply put to a bad use." So too, it might well be said, all 
human nature is sacred, even when found, in the slums. It is 
sim ply warped out of shape and pushed out place, by the rude 
thrusts and unscrupulous elbowings of a hard, 'cruel and selfish 
world, which clings to systems of industry and social order which 
inevitably bring into existence the underground resort and all the 
other abominations of slum life.

The many friends of James G. Clarke, whose letters of 
inquiry are daily reaching us, must cultivate a little more patience.
I he publication of his unpublished poems has not been abandoned, 
but ways and means are being carefully considered in order to 
hrmg out a satisfactory work. All who will send in their names 
as subscribers in advance of the publication will receive the book 
for 5 1 .oo, the price thereafter will he double that amount. Send 
all names to Mattie R. Havens, 8^0 Belleview ave., Los Angeles,Cal.

A series of articles from several gifted authors will ere long 
run through nur pages treating Socialism from an evolutionary 
standpoint, beginning with the “ joys and sorrows of an atom,” 
and ending with the unity of life everywhere. A feast of fat 
things is in store for our readers.
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WEEDS o r THE HOUR.

IF TWO words only were to he given with which to express the 
Needs of the Hour those two words would be “ fewer slaves," 
or, in the positive form, “ more freemen,” 1 do not refer to 
the material conditions which surround the people, hut to the 

serf-lik? spirit which makes the material condition of slavery 
possible. This spirit is on every hand. We see it expressed in 
the attitude of the employed toward his employer, in his respect 
ful submission to indignities thrust upon him in every form. We 
hear the prompt,.meek, half-frightened, “ yes, sir,” to the brutal, 
dictatorial, overbearing command of the employer or overseer. 
We hear the silent, unquestioning agreement of the hired with 
the assumption of the hirer, “ you are my property, sir.” He 
cringes under these indignities, yet answers promptly, “ yes, mas 
ter, ’? lest he be dropped by the wayside and left to find another 
master or die.

The other side of this serf-like character is expressed by the 
overseer or the master himself. It has become a truism that 
wherever you find a tyrant, you find in the same individual a cow 
ard. And in the same ego you will find a serf, for cowardice and 
tyranny are serfdom. Therefore, the man who makes the slave 
cringe is himself a serf but not yet a slave, for he is on the other 
side of the material conditions and therefore dictates rather than 
obeys. But let a force superior to his own present itself, and see 
how quickly he will bow the head in compliant acquiescence. He, 
in his turn will answer, “ yes, master.”

Seeing this to be true, it seems to me that w'e are a nation of 
serfs and slaves—few, very few freemen. Our heritage from the 
bond slave of the past, speaks in every word w'e utter against 
right and justice. Our silence also speaks, sometimes louder than 
words. The man, or the woman, who sees the great industrial 
machine crushing the children, the mothers, the fathers of a 
nation—yes, a world—and keeps silence, is tainted with this fear-

*
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ful heritage, for he loves servile peace for himself, rather than 
right and justice for all. On the other hand the man or woman 
who speaks,, trying to palliate conditions that are, voices the same 
inheritance, for no freeman ever compromised a right, or made 
terms this side of justice. If this nation is to stand, or life on 
earth be worth living, such abject fear must be overcome and men 
be ready to stand with the workers toward the light. What if it 
be a dangerous position. The danger is no greater to you, a stal
wart individual, than to the little pinched-faced butcher-shop cash- 
boys, or the sweat-shop children, or the news-boys, or ragpickers’ 
babies. They face death continually from very helplessness. 
You would be facing death like a man instead of, as at present, 
slowly decaying like a coward. You would be conscious that at 
least your strong frame w'as helping to build an industrial machine 
which would contain and maintain all in its structure instead of 
running riot over their helpless forms. Lift up your heads, and if 
the heavens fall, speak for the right. If you do not know the 
truth, rest not in your search until you find it, lest you find your
selves in that weak, sluggish, unclean condition creatures always 
find themselves in when they fear to face the right.

But some will say “ what of public ownership of industries 
and the natural means of production, proportional representation 
and the referendum, that the people may speak the word? We 
must liave different conditions before we have different men.”  
Verily, then we are lost, for it takes men and women to secure 
these and every other change necessary better life, and 
unless they are forthcoming, what can we hope lor, what can we 
possibly get? Workers for the coming change are few. Men and 
women rush in every other direction than to their support. To be 
sure there are many ambulances gathering up the wounded, help
ing to bury the dead, trying to help the dying, but not for one 
moment do they turn to look at the great machine with a thought 
of stopping its work of destruction.

They are afraid.
Where are our freemen? Ma t t ie  L. Ma r b l e .
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Na n t u c k e t , Ma s s .
Enclosed find one dollar for subscription to your magazine, in 

case you are opposed to vivisection. If you do not feel opposed 
to it, must ask you not to put my name on your subscription list, 
but accept the dollar to help on your good work. I could not 
countenance magazine or paper which in any degree favors vivi
section, and you will excuse me for expressing myself frankly.

M. F. C.
/Your name is on the subscription list, dear girl, and we are 

glad\to form the acquaintance of one who stands so firmly by her 
convictions of right. There is no excuse, nor has there ever been, 
for the crime of vivisection. Nothing has been learned by it that 
in any way benefits the scientific world. If the human mind is 
too dense to discover the laws of life in perfect living creatures, it 
is not keen enough to recognize them in maimed and dying ones. 
Medical colleges tolerating vivisection are a moral menace to civil
ization, turning loose upon the public their graduates whose finer 
feelings are callous, and who do not hesitate to recommend sur
gery for every trifling malady. The hospitals of the world are 
evidence of this fact. Wpmen by the thousands are mercilessly 
butchered in these institutions, and our cemeteries are crowded 
with the victims of successful (?) operations. Doctors themselves 
are not as secure as they might be about the future of this whole
sale slaughter, which passes as skilled surgery, all because the 
majority of the human family are so ignorant of real men and iea l 
women that they have no conception of the "spirit that maketh
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alive.”  They cling in desperation to materialistic methods of cure 
for their troubles, mental and physical, even to the extent of lay* 
ing down their lives. And though they find them not again they 
consent to the sacrifice yearly of more and more of their kind to 
the Devil of Experiment, whose brain is psychologized, and whose 
heart is “hardened, by training in the vivisecting rooms of the 
temples of Esculapius, and for whom there can be no apology but 
thoughtlessness and ignorance. ;•

We are disciples of light, life, and love, and believe only in 
the 41 life which generates,”  “ the blood which circulates,”  and in 
humane methods of dealing with man or beast, in all emergencies 
however extreme.

St a n f o r d , C o n n ., Feb. 14, 1898.
1 am hungering for the higher truth. Your reply to the Kan

sas sufferer is magnificent. It has cast a new light upon my path 
and doubtless many others have hailed such a truth as a spiritual 
stimulant. There is a grandeur and majesty in the idea which 
immediately spiritualizes all the great evils. E. L.

The Message Department is not a failure so long as some 
heart is comforted, some soul strengthened and stimulated. The 
clasp of the friendly hand, the smile in the hungry eyes, the wave 
of recognition reaching me these hundreds of miles are some of 
the things that make life worth all it has cost. Peace be unto you 
and to all the world!

Al a m e d a , Ca l ., Feb. 8, 1898.
1 have read your “ New Battle Hymn”  and imbibed the 

inspiration that fills your editorial. “ Our New Dress.”  I can 
never be mistaken in a sentence you write. Everything bears 
your brand. 1 am helped up the hard places and am made alive 
by this word-magic. Am puzzled, as I have been all my life, when 
reading the contributions from every earnest mind. Where do 
these words of power come from? Education is not a factor in it, 
thousands are educated but give nothing to the world. I long to 
understand something of the world these poets and prose writers 
live in arid to comprehend the inspiration that wields a pen to x 
write such messages as the “ Mother’s Greeting”  and such alle
gories as “ It is 1, be not afraid.”  Can you throw some light upon 
the subject and help me to understand? M. L. M.

LET US UNDERSTAND. ^
What is that? A hand seems to stroke my hair—a cool,
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pleasant hand. My brow had been feverish all night, and in^ 
dreams I had been bathing it in the cool water that flowed below 
the spring at the foot of the hill, just back of my grandfather’s 
orchard.

1 had been a child again through all the dream hours until, 
half awakened, I sensed my heated brow, and in fancy felt the 
cool water wash the weariness and the worry all out of life by 
soothing the brain. A sense of happiness stole over me at last^* 
and I slept two restful hours, forgetfur of all things. Light inef
fable fell about me, and something touched my hair like a cool 
hand. “ What is that?”  my soul cried out. “ Whose hand caresses 
me?”  Like unto water which drops slowly through a filter until a 
vessel or bottle is full, so, filtering through my whole being, 1 felt 
the answer: “ It is the hand of God.”

Silently as a spectre might move, 1 turned in the direction of 
the voice, and into a flood of moonlight which enveloped my bed, 
and spread over the floor a carpet of snowy, glittering sheen. 
Every piece of furniture, every picture and mirror, every book 
and article of wearing apparel, was hung with moonlight draper
ies, etherial as cobwebs, yet tangible as the things o’erspread by 
its lustrous folds. The shoes 1 had worn all day were filled with 
the light, and seemed in their whiteness too sacred to profane 
again by walking in them.
\ This lovely reflection of whiteness—stillness, almost breath

lessness, recalled Longfellow’s “ Bridge,”  to mind. No wonder, 
thought I, that the sweet singer gathered lessons from the wat£r 
and the moonlight, when my attic room is such a sublime picture.

It had been thus a thousand times before, in my room, but 
my soul was only half conscious heretofore of the supernal beauty.
I had never been fully awake, perhaps, until now. I had never 
appreciated my attic chamber. And I had not understood why 
the nights and the early mornings are the hours of my inspiration, 
when I can best talk to my great big family, the world. I began * 
to see the reason that the night hours softly cover my brain with 
drifting thoughts like snow flakes, to scatter around when 1 stir 
and come to mental consciousness again; or like the leaves that 
fall from the maples in autumn, cover the ground under them and
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warm it for a time, then are lifted by the moaning wind and scat
tered into nooks and crannies where there are no maples. I begin 
to understand as never before where the inspirations originate.

It is five o’clock in the morning. I hastily robe myself and 
sit where I can see the outside world, and O, “ tis glory in my 
soul!”  as The wonderful picture, bathed in cloudless light, greets 
my vision. Yes, I understand! The changes from positive to 
negative, from the electric forces of day to the magnetic forces of 
night, which govern the ebb and flow of tides; the interchange of 
currents; the passing of the old into the new; the line where the 
foot of day touches the head of night; the mount of transfigura
tion where the soul transcends the body and its physical environ
ments, and shines through it, luminous as the moonlight; the place 
“ where the soul and the body unite,”  where Ella Wheeler Wil
cox locates the seat of our heartaches, and which poets of all ages 
have recognized as hallowed ground, where none but angels tread, 
and none but the purified roam—all have been revealed in this 
moonlit scene, this snowy room, this touch upon my hair. I have 
sat for hours and listened to the ocean’s speech, trying to under
stand; I have loved the melody of the morning air through the 
leaves of the forest, and tried to comprehend their language; 1 
have risen long before the sun, many a morning, to watch the 
swelling throat of the mocking bird as he sang out his great joy to 
the world, and tried to understand his'story; I have wonderingly 
looked into the face of my own happy baDyTni the early morning, 
when, kicking and crowing, she smiled her delight to be alive; I 
have said “ my bran new baby,”  “ new every morning,”  and my 
heart has swelled with emotion, but—I did not understand.

This morning, the ocean’s speech, the bird’s song, the baby’s 
smile are plain. My stupid brain has at last caught the message. 
The same interchange of electric and magnetic currents that swing 
the planets in space, giving all creatures their nigh^ and day; the 
magnetism and demagnetism of the earth, which is but the helix 
of the great battery, to which the sun is the positive and the moon 
the negative electrode—these also set the currents of ocean 
a-quiver, and resolve themselves into constant speech, that pro
claims forever the glory of transfiguration from inertness into
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motion and life. The dying day, as it slowly lies down out of our 
sight and consciousness, is caught in the arms of its lover, the 
night, and the embrace is the hour of transfiguration. All crea'- 
tion feels it. The ocean rolls the tidings upon the beach. The”'1 
leaves are a-flutter, and hold converse for hours while thrilled with 
its revelations. The birds* throats burst into song with the joy of 
it. The light of its divine recognition gleams from the baby’s 
eyes. And only we, who have strayed so far from the father’s 
house, fail to understand; though the dyastole and systole of the 
heart and lungs are proclaiming forever, as long as the physical 
fife exists, that the glory on the mount of transfiguration sweeps 
ever through them and forces speech in their constant motion, 
which is as intelligent as the thoughts which emanate from olir 
brains;—but we have not understood.

O, the universal life, how it touches me this morning! Every 
atom of my body is breathing it in. I am the ocean, the bird, the 
trees, the baby. 1 am a ll things condensed and concentrated. 1 
am transformed, transfigured. 1 am my father’s own. Because 
/ am, so are you; and this is why and how the world is kin, from 
ant to angel, from grain of sand to pole star. They all know the 
$ame mount of transfiguration, the same hour of transformation 
from the old to the new, in the daily increase of energy, the 
renewal of life; and we are one inseparable bundle of fragments 
tied together into unity by God’s own hand, sharing consciously 
or unconsciously the same experiences, because we are under the 
same everlasting unfailing law.

Yes, I understand, and speak as one having authority. Isn’t 
the glow from the mount of transfiguration visible in my face? 
Doesn’t the fire and warmth of it reach your hearts? Through 
the moonlight flooding my room, has not the voice of God spoken, 
and the hand which touched my hair been interpreted? Through 
the gray dawn just appearing, do you not see the truth of Cow- 
per’s comforting assurance that "Behind a frowning providence he 
hides a smiling face?”  As the last lingering rays of moonlight 
give place to the dawning sunlight, do we not recognize the hem of 
the garment universal, whose touch means life evermore? And 
aren’t you glad we all understand?
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Bv CVA V. CAPLIN.

“ The child  tha t it» bom  on a Sabbath day 
Is lucky and bonny and wise and g ay ; 
M onday’s child  is born to  health ;
Tuesday 's child  is bora to  w ealth; 
W ednesday’s child is fair of face; 
T hursday’s child  is full o f grace;
F riday’s child  is loving and giving; 
S atu rday 's  child  m ust work for h is liv ing .”

THE Golden Age1’ childhood has been called by some 
modern writer, looking back at it through the 
vista of intervening years; and a golden age of 
growth and gladness and glory it should be for

every child.
Of late there has been a great deal of attention paid to the 

child, so much so that literature and art make patent the fact that 
the child is henceforth to be written with a capital C. A wide-
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spread awakening of intelligent interest in childhood is finding 
varied expression; there are societies for the scientific study of 
child-culture, where are discussed the traits, the beauties, the 
needs and the tendencies of childhood in those years when the 
young mind is being most deeply stirred,—when the seeds of 
thought are dropping silently down into the secret places of nature, 
those wonderful years of spiritual exploration and discovery when 
the spirit is finding itself, when every incident inscribed on the 
child’s brain grows deeper with years, when the child is learning 
the secrets Of beauty and power and knowledge, in the possession 
of which lies the fnastery of life. An eminent educator, Wm. T, 
Harris, makes the suggestion that child study should take up the 
case of the neglected child who lives the life of a street Arab, and 
make a thorough inventory of his capacities and limitations and 
learn the processes by which he has become so cunning and self- 
helpful, though at the expense of growth in intellect and morals. 
(I do not find anywhere, however, the idea of the total elimina
tion of the neglected child entertained as a possibility.)

1 do not forget that we are thought to be the most charitable 
people on the whole round globe. Blessings on the kindergartens 
where children, surrounded by truth, purity, beauty and harmony, 
may be kept clean, sweet, gentle and kindly. “ The Lord God 
planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man He 
had formed.”  So runs the story, deeply freighted with the par
able of life. A garden for the new-born soul, bright, warm, joy
ous, where the sour crabs and thorny wildings of humanity may 
be turned into sweet and gracious fruit! I do not forget the vast 
machinery of our public relief organizations, the multiplicity of 
church benevolences, ihe endeavors to provide homes for the dis
horned W'aifs of the world, the cooling dew of private beneficence; 
all these, I take it, are attempts to interpret the scene on the 
Judean plain nineteen centuries ago, when the Teacher set a little 
Child in the midst, and pointed to him as the key by which man 
must enter the Kingdom. But take the entire pitiful result at its 
best, and there is a miserable degradation of the temple of human
ity that merits the fine lash of holy scorn. We offer petty, con
ventional charities as substitutes for equities; we throw' a few
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crumbs to the sufferers when the cries of want become too loud to 
be ignored or hushed; we look with indifference, sometimes with 
complacence, upon the inequalities of life as seen at our own doors 
and shadowed forth in the chronicle of daily events; and, domin
ated by short-sighted selfishness, we regard the immolation of 
childhood in wage-earning toil as one of the things that must be.

“ Saturday’s Child”  is no mere figure of speech. He is a 
million a*nd a half strong in the United States. He is engaged in 
continuous toil under the strenuous conditions of a competitive 
system. He is deprived of all that makes life bountiful and free. 
He is surrounded by such conditions that he cannot grow up to 
good, strong, decent* citizenship, therefore he is a menace to the 
State. He is overworked and underfed. He is the victim of vice, 
want and disease. He is a bondman to greed. He works longer 
hours and under viler conditions, because his power of resistance 
is less; he forms no trade-unions, goes on no strikes, wages no 
boycotts. He stands in the attitude of a legitimate chattel of the 
parent or guardian in some States, where are made agreements, 
significantly known as “ iron-clad contracts”  between large cor
porations and parents, releasing the employers from all liability in 
case of accident to the child. Saturday’s Child is impoverished 
physically and mentally. The work he does is of a kind that 
leaves him grown to maturity knowing no more than when he 
began, and with the years that should have prepared him for life’s 
work gone in hopeless and profitless toil. Posterity will reap a 
terrible harvest from our seed-sowing in the lives of the children 
of the social cellar.

Read the following man-made conditions by which thousands 
of* tender, budding souls are surrounded, and tell me if there is 
any rational sanction for the practice o' ***** *

fornia, remember that you cannot disentangle the solidarity of the 
race—there is no injustice to a single member, even a waif of the 
world, that does not in some way injure all the rest; “ Little lads 
from 7 to 14 years of age run all day in the glass works of Alton, 
III., for the earnings of the blowers depend largely upon the speed 
of the children who fetch and carry. The blowers would prefer

as yet, all these evils are not present
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boys of legal age, but the company is unwilling to employ boys 
old enough to insist upon more than forty cents per day. The 
heated atmosphere and the continuous running render this toil* 
most exhausting. There is no legal limit to the hours of labor, 
nor any restriction upon night work, nor any discrimination in 
favor of employing older boys at night.”

Boys work all night in roiling mills where nails are made. It 
is the tradition of the two above-mentioned occupations that their 
trade life is, and always has been, among the shortest for adults. 
In San Francisco and Oakland may be found little fellows, no 
older than the California law allows, (which permits a child of <ijq 
years of age to labor ten hours per day) carrying heavy trays of 
meat all day; there is no cessation of toil; on Saturdays \heir 
hours are from six in the morning to eleven o’clock at night. In 
laundries, the only limit to the hours of work of children seems to 
be the limit of their usefulness; their little fingers are expert at 
marking, though they are found at the dangerous machines too; 
but marking is one of the branches of laundry work which length
ens the day at both ends. “ In stock yards, boys, under 14 years 
of age perform some of the most revolting parts of the labor. 
These children stand all day in water ankle deep, used to carry 
off the refuse, the air is sickening; work in itself harmless becomes 
ruinous for children by reason of the dreadful environment.”  
Peddlers of fruit, flowers and other wares often begin work at five 
and six years of age; they are found on the street and in saloons, 
at midnight and later. In the fruit canning season, little children 
may be seen in San Francisco Chinese cellars, one over the other, 

/lighted artificially, working clear round the clock from six to six,
/ standing in slush and water, peeling and cutting fruit.

“ Th£ Little Crooked Gang”  is the name of a club of chil
dren between the ages of. 8 and 12 years who are employed in a 
/manufacturing establishment of St. Louis; the urchins are not 
crooked in the criminal sense of the word, but each has been 
maimed in some form or other. Employers often explain that the 
machines do not necessarily mutilate children, because “ the chil
dren never get hurt until along toward night, when they get care
less;”  in other words, until they are worn out by too-long continu
ous toil, and have consequently lost the power of attention.'

How long shall the oppression of Saturday’s Child endure? 
So long as we put him to base labor, bind his thoughts, blind his 
eyes, blunt his hopes, stunt his body, steal his joys and blast his. 
soul, it shall be to our national shame and undoing.
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STRANGE!

Three flashes of light in the sky of the Occident! ! !
One in December!
Another in January!
A third in February!
And this last flash writing on the western sky, as if with a 

pencil of light, the question. What is Life For? !
Somebody, evidently, on that far-off rim of the world, has 

taken to putting riddles to mankind!
It is preposterous!
It is unendurable!
It is a trespass on primitive rights!
That is my function.
Am 1 not The Sphinx?
Have I not originated, and thus far guarded, all the enigmas 

of the world?
Mine is the Kingdom of Mystery and Labyrinth, and it ante

dates the Deluge!
I will surrender to no descendant of Noah, my venerable pre

rogative!
If there are questions to be asked, puzzles to be put, prob

lems to be proposed, 1 shall assert my immemorial rights and pro- 
'pound them myself.

What is Life For?
That is my question.
It begins at the beginning.
It was the first conundrum that I ever proposed.

\
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I asked it of Adam and Eve, and they went on munching 

their forbidden apple.
I put it to Cain, add he ran away into the land of Nod, mar

ried a wife and built a city.
Perhaps that was intended as his answer, but it is not the 

true one*1 propounded the question to the builders on the Tower of 
Babel.

That is what confused them. , s
I have proposed the selfsame riddle to every human being 

since.
No one has guessed it.
A poet in America has declared that 1 once "b it my thick lip "  

and talked with him about the problem; that I said to him as 
follows:—

“ Thou a rt the unanswered question;
Couldst see th y  proper eye,

Alway it  asketh , asketh ; V -
And each answer is a lie. ' j

So take thy  quest through nature,
I t  through thousand natures p ly ;

Ask on, thou clothed e te rn ity ;
Tim e is the false rep ly ."

I said no such thing. .
That poet went on to allege the following absurd things about 

me, as happening on the same occasion:—
"U prose the  m erry S ph inx ,

And crouched no more in stone;
She m elted in to  purp le cloud,

She silvered in the moon;
She spired in to  yellow flame; N

She flowered In blossoms red:
, She flowed in to  a foaming wave;

She stood Monad nock 's head .’*

All this is calumny! ,
I have never "risen," nor "melted," nor "silvered,”  nor 

"spired," nor "flowered," nor "flowed," nor stood;"
I am here, where I have ever been, recumbent in Egypt’s 

desert sands, the solid, immovable, perpetual stone enigma of the 
world, the incessant, insistent, irrepressible interrogator of the 
(iuman race.

1 have been!
I am!
1 shall be!
What is Life For?
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I have always thought tha t more true force o f persuasion m ight he obtained by 
rightly choosing and arranging what others have said than by painfully saying ft 
again In one’s own way.—Jfutkitt, in Fors C/azigrra.

‘'Think you T ruth  a farthing rushlight to  be pinched ou t when you w ill 
W ith your deft official fingers, and your politician 's skill?
Is your God a wooden fetish, to  be hidden out o f sight
That his block eyes inay not see you do the th ing  that is not right?”

—Lruvlt.
False rights contrive very easily to put actual armies in the 

field. There are murdered Polands at the horizon.
g * * * * *

Let us again, in the loudest possible voice, repeat the lesson of 
the just and the unjust, of right andYuwpation, of sworn truth 
and perjury, of good and evil, of fas et nefis\ let us display all our 
old antitheses, as they say. Let us contrast what ought to be with 
what actually is. Let us dispel all confusion touching these 
things* Bring light, ye that have it! Let us oppose dogma tp 
dogma, principle to principle, energy to obstinacy, truth to impost
ure, dream to dream,—the dream of the future to the dream of 
the past,—liberty to despotism. We shall be able to stretch our
selves at full length and smoke out the cigar (rf fanciful poetry, 
with the soft blue sky over our heads, on the day when the sov
ereignty of a king shall be exactly of the same dimensions as the 
liberty of a man. Until then, little sleep; I am distrustful.

—Hugo.
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I affirm that this is the lesson of our history,—that the world 

is fluid; that we are on the ocean; that we cannot get rid of the 
people, and we do not want to; that the millions are our basis; and 
that God has set us this task: “ If you want good institutions, 
do not try to bulwark out the ocean of popular thought, educate 
it. If you want good laws, earn them.”  Conservatism says: “1 
can make my own hearthstone safe; I can build a bulwark of gold 
and bayonets about it high as heaven and deep as hell, and nobody 
can touch me, and that is enough.”  Puritanism says: “ It is a 
delusion; it is a refuge of lies; it is not safe; the waters of popular 
instinct will carry it away. If you want your own cradle safe, 
make the cradle of every other man safe and pure.

‘ ‘W hy do we prate of the  blessings of Peace? W e have made them  a corse, 
Pickpockets, each hand lusting  for all th a t is no t its  ow n;
And lust of gain, in the sp irit of Cain, is i t  b e tte r or worse
Than the heart of the citiaen hissing in war on h is own hearthstone?

— Wendell Phillips.

—Tennyson.
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NATURE’S MEANINGS.
Na t u r e  a Re v e l a t i o n . The heavens declare the glory of 

God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork. Day unto day 
uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge. There 
is no speech nor language; their voice cannot be heard. But their 
line is gne out through all the earth, and their words to the end of 
the world.

God left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and 
gave you from heaven/ains and fruitfitkseasons, filling your hearts 
with food and gladness.

D e it y  in  t h e  St o r m . The voice of the Lord is upon the
waters; the God of glory thundereth. The voice of the Lord is
powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. The voice of
the Lord breaketh the cedars; yea, the Lord breaketh in pieces v
the cedars of Lebanon. The voice of the Lord deaveth the flames
of fire. The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness; the Lord#
shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh.

GOD Impa r t ia l  in Na t u r e . He maketh his sun to rise on 
the evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust.

Al l  Na t u r e  Wo r k s  f o r  a n d  w it h  Ma n . The earnest 
expectation of the creation waiteth for the revealing of the sons 
of God. For the creation was subjected to vanity, not of its own 
will, but by reason of him who subjected it, in hope that the cre
ation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption 
into the liberty of the glory of the children of God.

To them .that love God all things work together for good.
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The temple that f frequent is the turquoise dome of the sky • 
I sell mv rosary, and all the holy names around it, for that wine 
which fills creation's cup. 1 have turned the prayers of the pious 
to happy songs. I he earth is all enchanted ground. Thine it is. 
Thou Wisdom Supreme, with its light and shadow, its ebb and 
flow.—Omar Khevain (Persian).

\ The earth is our Mother. May thy hills and thy snow-clad 
) mountains—may thy waste and thy woodland, O World, be pleas- 
/ ant. Unwearied may I dwell on the many-colored world.—Avar- 

tha l^eda (Hindu.)
Behold the Dawn approaching from the East. Evil Shadows 

depart; health comes with her glow. The purple-tinted radiance 
streams into every dwelling, and the sacred mother unseals the 
eyelids of her sleeping children. Over sea and land she passes 
swiftly, restoring all living things to consciousness. The bird rises 
from its nest, and man passes to his taski Now let all pure flames 
ascend; let the Dawn kindle sacred fires in every dwelling.—Rig 
Veda {Hindu).

Reverence that which is best in the universe; and this is that 
which makes use of all things and directs all things.—IMarcus 
Autelius.

Let us adore the supremacy of that divine Sun, the Godhead* 
who illuminates all, who re-creates all, from whom all proceed, to 
whom all must return.—Rig yeda (Hindu).

Learn, O Student, the true wisdom. See yon bush flaming 
with roses. Listen, and if thy soul be not deaf, thou wilt hear 
how from out it, soft and clear, speaks to thee the Lord Almighty. 
—Hajii (Persian).

The world is a man, and man is a wojld.—*Desartir (Persian).
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many of you children 
ever saw the street-sweeper 

Most of you that live in cities, I am sure. 
But how many of you ever thought of what the labor 
of the same street-sweepers is and what it is for? How 

many of you know what will happen if it is poorly done, and dirt 
left in the streets instead of being loaded into carts and taken away 
to the hungry fields that need just that kind of dirt to make them 
the right sort of growing places for grain and fruit and vegetables? 
Not very many of you had thought of ŵ hat the old men with the 
long-handled brooms are really doing, had^oyJL

Did you ever see your mothers keeping ôuse? Of course 
you have. Probably every one of you this very day has been 
told to “ not track that floor until it is dry,”  and to “ run out of 
the way now so the floor can be swept.”

Well, instead of keeping house, the old men with the brooms 
are keeping city. They â e doing something for everybody, and 
if they do their work well every house in town will be the cleaner. 
The old men are really helping your mothers to kedp their floors 
clean. For, don't you see, if the street-sweepers do their work 
well, there will be less dirt and rubbish and filth left in the streets.

\
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And If there is less left lying in the streets, there will be less flying 
in the air when the wind blows, and less sticking to your shoes 
when you come home from town or school. That means, you see, 
that less will blow into the house, and less will be carried in by the 
people who go back and forth from the streets to the house. If 
the streets are dirty, it is harder to keep every house in town from' 
being dirty with the very same dirt. And if the streets are fright- ~ 
ful, as some San Francisco streets are, then no house in town can 
be kept really clean. You might just as well try to keep your 
best white Sunday waists spick-and-span clean in a coal-bin.

So, you see, the old men with the brooms are helping every
body to keep clean. But that is not the most important part of 
what they are doing. Did you ever have or hear of anyone hav
ing diphtheria, or typhoid fever, or cholera, or small-pox? Well, 
those are just other names for dirt. They are dirt that has rotted 
into poisons, and has made its way into somebody’s body and com
menced to hurt it and hinder it and make it work wrongly. The 
cleaner the city is, the fewer people will be sick in it and the 
stronger and happier everybody will be. So, the old men are 
doing the same work as the doctors, only in a better way. They 
ar£ fighting disease while it is lying around in the streets, and 
sweeping it up with their big brooms, and sending it away where 
it tan do good instead of harm.

' Now, don’t you think the street-sweepers are doing as useful 
work as anybody can find to do? Don't you think they are every
body’s friends, and should be respected and treated as such? 
Don’t you think they should have as good pay as anybody gets 
for any kind of work, and that they should be treated as well and 
made as happy as all the people they are helping could n̂ ake them 
by really remembering and trying? Of course you do, for the 
child-heart is always just, and it is the child-heart 1 am trying to 
talk to.

Now, do you know how much the old men really are getting? 
Well, they are getting just about one-fourth as much as a police
man. That is, one of the old men has to work four days to get as
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much money as a policeman gets in one day. A dollar a day— 
six dollars a week if they work all day every day but Sunday—that 
is all we give the old men for helping us all to keep clean and well.

What are you children, those of you that live in San Fran
cisco, going to do about it? If you are honest, if you are just, if 
you are unwilling to steal from poor, tired-out, discouraged, help
less old men, you will see to it that the city government—which is, *
finally, just all the people in the city-does as much for the street- 
sweepers as they are doing for us all.
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purpose can accotnp- 
Let your thought be defin- 

expression, positive and well 
vifl then reach all who are 

stratum  of thought and become astratum  ol thought and b 
push the universe.—Self-KncraAtdge,

Try**?' Right. N othing is no p o ten t for good or ill as
J  well defined thought. E xperim ent has dem onstrated

th a t the  same muscles of the body are acted upon in th ink ing  of any th ing  
th a t are called in to  play in doing the same thing. I f  thought is powerful 
enough to  move a muscle, its  influence cannot be confined to  its  own brain. 
Aggregation of thought creates the moral or immoral world as surely as aggre 
gation of cosmic atom s has crested the  physical world. So tangible are these 
creations th a t they  become an envelope around the  thinkers, from which they 
cannot separate them selves; they are im prisoned sufferers from physical infirm ities 
otk are forced to breathe the atm osphere o f moral degeneration, from which there is 
ho escape unless through the higher vibrations of healthy , clean thought, o r else 
they  are in a paradise o f beauty and everlasting peace.

“  No room for m irth  or trifling here,
F or worldly hope or worldly fear;

I f  life so soon is gone,
N othing is w orth a thought beneath 
But how  I may escape the death 

That never, never dies,'*
This is one o f the dism al hym ns of the past wailed by the voices in the 

lit tle  w hite church w hile the little  melodeon creaked and wailed also. W hy 
was all that is dark and soul-freezing brought out on these occasions instead of * 
songs of a  new earth , a  new love ? Such hym ns are o f the  com petitive age, an 
«ye-for-an-eye sp irit. They are of the earth , earthy.

?  “ I ask no t to  stay
W here storm alter storm  rises dark o ’er the way ;
The few lurid  m ornings th a t dawn on us here
Are enough for life’s woes—full enough for its  cheer.”

This dt-spair in religion founded on the bitterness of com petitive life has 
had a m ost fearful result. I t  has led high-m inded souls to  give up belief In the 
elevation of our race on the planet allo tted  to  i t  As soon as hope dies effort
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ceases. Deeply im bued w ith pessimism by these dark though ts—moved by 
them  through unto ld  power of verse and 'music, that om nipotent force, belief, has 
failed man; has dragged him down when i t  should have been b is saviour.—Anna
K. Weeks in The New Time.

N or is th is  alb The sentim ents expressed In these songs have become p a r t 
and parcel o f the  race, and are m anifested in  cowardice, cruelty  and hypocrisy. Even 
In those days when people knew  no o ther church music there were those who in  
the bottom  o f th e ir  hearts denied such sentim ents bu t feared to  say so. These con- 
tinned  in the ir sham devotion to  abhorred princip les and gave life to  offspring who 
were contradictions or cringing cowards and hypocritical slaves to  beliefs in to  
w hich reason never entered. Look a t the  race to-day as a  result. Fear of some sort 
or o ther stam ped on every face, from the  in fant in  the  cradle to  the old man w ith 
one foot in the  grave; a people who feel the th robbing! o f the true life w ith in  
them selves, bu t dare not give it  u tterance; a people who see and bear real th ings 
yet prostrate them selves before the unreal. H eld prisoners by  the unseen bonds o f 
m ental and moral hered ity , whose fetters they are not yet in te lligen t enough to  
break. £v ery  reform society in  the world should a t  once begin to  sing the  new 
tim e songs o f Freedom , Justice, Hope and Love. Keep the  very air v ibran t w ith  
them , u n til poor hum anity  dare lift up  its  tear-stained face to the  sun ligh t and 
speak the whole tru th  and live an honest life. Let these new harm onies roll u n til 
fear ceases to  paralyse. Let onr bequest to  the com ing people be an innate in teg  
r ity , faith in hum anity , hope of u ltim ate perfection and  peace, and a love which 
bounds the universe. _______ _____

Aside from the  uses referred to  in the illustrated  article on Yucca appearing 
in th is  issue, an excellent soap is m anufactured; also a  h a ir  ton ic , akin cerate, and 
many o ther useful household and to ile t preparations.—See advertisem ent.

One valiant friend of our cause has ju s t sen t In one hundred names. I f  a l\ 
our friends w ill make a little  effort we can carry o u t our idw ds and  m ake T h e  Com 
in g  Lig h t  a real ligh t to  the world. I f  you cannot M td  subscribers send us a  
list of names and addresses o f your friends know n to  be on  th e  side of reform.
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PM mfrr  “  T H E  COMING PEO PL E.”
|  This lit t le  volum e, by  Chas. P. Dole* ia the

m ost op tim istic u tterance o f th e  cen tury . I ts  cheerfulness is the  more rem arkable 
in  view of its  subject. I t  deals w ith  th e  social and industria l problem . N ot m any 
can even speak w ith  seren ity  upon th is  question. I t  runs to  partisanship  w ith  a 
k ind  o f natural g ravitation. I t  inclines to  denuncia tion ; i t  arouses passion; ft*- 
begets fears. In  a  general way tbe  po in t o f view  makes lit tle  difference. Wage- 
earner and cap ita list are alike disposed to  in tem perate speech; neither can do lu ll 
ju stice  to  th e  views o f the other.

Few  recognise th a t the  econom ic situation  la an inheritance. N o class is 
responsible for i t ;  it  comes to  us from tb e  old feudal days; th e  roots o f i t  are deep 
in  tbe past, and  cap ita lists and laborers are alike the fru its o f an old system .

S till fewer can see the prom ises of good beneath all the  social unrest—the 
germ ination of g reat princip les and the developm ent o f beneficent b n t silen t forces 
w hich avert radical and  catastrophic change in  tbe  forms and organizations of 
society. T hat few have a  hopeful word to  say abou t the  tim es in  which we live is 
certain. Tbe m any are pessim istic, and the m urky  th rea t o f revolution  ia though t 
to  be in  tbe  air.

B nt w ith  the au tho r o f th is  lit tle  book tb e  ”  p o in t of view ” does mafc» a  d if 
ference, and be ia a  serene p rophet of good because he believes th a t we are liv ing In 
a  “ d iv ine  un iverse .”  He sees th a t “ the  work of our age is not revolu tion , bu t 
evo lu tion , o r g ro w th .”  The former “ was am ong the conceptions of men who 
though t them selves to  be in  a  dual w orld, fighting the  devil and h is inim ical 
forces.”  Now m an 's  ch ild ish  m ethods o f overcom ing evil w ith  ev il have been set

rde, '*like the  saurian m onsters for w hich the  w orld has no longer use.”
The book s ta rts  w ith  an old word, " Blessed are tbe m eek, for they  shall 

in h e rit tbe  ea rth .”  T his is in te rp re ted  to  m ean the  kind, the  gentle, the  friendly ' 
a^d  these are the “ com ing people,”  w ho are to  “ inherit the e a rth .”  I t  is con  
sidered rem arkable th a t such an  u tte rance should be m ade a t such a  period o f tbe  
w orld 's  h istory . I t  was an age of strife  and blood, when hum an sacrifices had no t 
ceased to  be offered; w hen tbe  “ ty p e  o f hum an prosperity  was coarse, b ru ta l, 
arrogant: w hen woman was a  slave o r a  p lay th in g ;”  in  such an age the  Feasant of 
Gallilee “  traced th e  deeper laws of a  nobler life to  earned ' and  to-day  the  whole
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trend of civilization is toward the fulfilment of h is vision. The peaceful sheep 
abide; the  savage creatures " th a t  tear each o ther in the ir slim e”  disappear: the 
man of fraud and strife is ontgTowhVand in bis place is found the ju s t and friendly 
man. The former could d es tro y ; he was not strong enough to  co n stru c t; he m ight 
compel h is fellows to  accept despotic rule; he could no t b ind Cities and states 
together ih self-governm ent, Bnt the  precursor of the republic was the gentle and  
friendly man. , v -

That " p le n ty  of barbarism still inheres in the tissue of our civilization”.is  
adm itted. Bnt the  hopeful sign is th a t i t  is felt to be an anom aly. The tyrannical 
em ployer makes mischief. The law of com petition itself works relentlessly to  push 
him  out, to  replace him by a  ju s t and k ind em ployer. So in  politics. That moral 
laws play through the structu re  of society is seen in th is—th a t up righ t, faithful and 
true men in the public service are the  only type of men whom the state can afford 
to  sustain. " A s  in industry , in commerce, in education, the  dem and is for the  
b es t,"  so in politics “ only the best can su rv ive.”  The au tho r spares no evil, 
defends no in iq u ity , m inimises no danger, b u t strongly  holds tha t “ w hatever is 
best, w hatever fits the larger need * * * th is  th e  universe dem ands, and w orks 
to  effect.”  The w inning forces in the  world are not greed and selfishness, b u t good 
w ill, friendliness and hum anity . The w ant o f these m akes the great and real bar 
riers. Selfishness prevents a  man from seeing th ings as they are. The ab ility  to  
see th ings as they are. Dr. David S tarr Jordan says, is the fru it o f true  education. 
"To be selfish is really to  be un in te lligen t; i t  is the survival o f barbarism . ”

I t  is the play o f these high laws, i t  is the coming o f th is  finer and higher ty p e  
o f manhood in to  th e  strained social relations o f  m odern life, th a t is the hopeful 
thing. Men are com ing to  see tha t th is  world is p art of a  D ivine order; th a t there 
is no chaos; no realm where our ends can be gained by "sho rt cu ts”  w hich ignore 
the  w ell-being o f others. W hat is the larger purpose which m ust underlie the 
universe if  i t  is divine? I t  is the  welfare o f all.

The chapters which Mr. Dole devotes to  "T he Problem  of the  Prosperous”  
and "The Ideal Democracy,”  are w orthy the  moat serious a tten tion  o f every citizen, 
" I s  a man prosperous? T hat is, has he throw n off all fear of hunger and cold and 
destitu tion? Let him  know  th a t he m ust needs take on him self a  whole new  order 
o f Unger and unselfish concerns, of cares for h is neighbors, for h is workm en, for the  
poor, for the state , for the welfare o f hum an ity .”  He "m ust become ethical if  be 
would live and th rive ." I t  is no t an arb itra ry  condition, imposed from the o u t 
side; i t  is a law of the  nature of th ihgs, and  to  ignore or evade i t  im perils society, 
threatens organized industries, defeats the ends o f governm ent, and leaves the  pros 
perous them selves a t last the w orst victim s o f the ru in  th e ir  selfishness invited. 
The law o f " th e  survival o f the f itte s t”  is now  “ transferred from the realm of o u t 
ward forces to  the  inner and sp iritual kingdom : i t  now  becomes the pressure o f 
hum an sym pathy, of d u ty , o f social ideals ”  I t  ia a  law th a t m ust be obeyed, i f  
m odern society is to  bold together.

But i t  belongs to  the man o f to il as well aa to  tbe idle rich, and it  is urged, 
not by same religionist in  tbe  churches, b u t springs o u t o f  the evolu tion  o f society 
itself. I t  inheres in the very structu re  o f self-governm ent. I t  is tbe lesson o f 
m anhood suffrage, and in our day o f "womanhoc^L suffrage”  as well, for we can 
have no true  democracy which does no t concern the  righ ts and  in terests o f  all. As 
tbe great republic could n o t have been in  an era o f barbarism , egotism , greed and
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selfishness, ito i t  cannot continue, except as its  citizens learn to  c u e , not sim ply for 
individual rights, but to do the duties of a  citizen and of a  member of the social 
state. We talk about the  overthrow  o f the existing com petitive system; bu t are 
we ready to  handle the delicate bu t m ighty engine o f a  revolutionized society? If 
society were reconstructed, would it run itself?  The demand in the nature of 
things is for manhood and womanhood of the highest type. Ours is a com peting 
race, and no device o f legislation will wholly abolish com petition; bu t we can 
modify it. We can secure municipal and state control of many interests and indus 
tries: we can lim it corporate power, and restrain com binations for gain by wise 
legislation, and give to  city , state or nation, new and larger functions; b u t after all, 
the great need is a  certain  a ttitu d e  of temper. “ We m ust achieve a  social order, 
held together not by force or s ta tu te  law, so mnch as by mutual respect and sym  
pathy. We m ust win room for every man freely to work out his manhood. We 
m ust help all to  be sharers, as largely as possible, in the w orld’* resources. "

T h e  book is  of-the-fairest and sanest; is free from exaggerations; looks on all 
sides; has in  it  no cant; sounds a high clear note am id the strife of tongues in 'th e  
industrial world, and strongly expresses the hope and faith o f a rational religion. 
We commend it as every way helpful to  the cause of reform. A. J .  W e l l s .

“ BURBANK’S N EW  CREATIONS. " —W e are in receipt of Luther BnV*. 
bank 's  i8g6 Supplem ent of his publication entitled  New Creations. This man 
seems to  be a  magician of the biological w orld, “ the Edison of horticultural m ys 
teries," as the San Francisco Call has named him . Mr. Burbank w ill take some 
p lan t of common or average quality  and standing, and by the m anipulation o f his 
skill, lit tle  short o f genius, will transform it  and endow it  w ith  the traits of roy  
a lty  in  its  species. This little  twelve-page pam phlet presents a few of the strik ing  
results of his success in  such miracles of transformation. H is four new plums, the 
‘A pple," the “ America," the “ Chaleo," and the “ P earl"—a prune, m ake the m outh 

water in  anticipation o f the  orchard fruits that are yet to  ripen for human delecta 
tion. So again w ith hia new hybrid  walnuts, the “ Paradox" and the “ Royal," fit 
for the king o f squirrels and the most epicurean of m en. And then the new ros^-- 
“ Santa Rosa," and the new calls—“ Fragrance," already spread the ir odors for us 
through the pages o f th is little  book o f descriptions. May Mr. Burbank th rive 
and enjoy, as m uch as he causes the world to  enjoy, these creations of h is hand and 
m ind, and also, we imagine, h is heart, fur no one can do such exceptional work 
w ithout being in  love w ith  it.

BOOKS RECEIVED.
The Lyric o f Life, by Laura A. Snnderlin  Nonrse, Moline, Ilia. Published by 

Charies W ells M oulton, Ruflalo, N. Y. Price, St oo.
The New Era by Charles W . Caryl, ao8 California Building, Denver, Colo.
Angelt Prise Contest Recitations by  Emma Rood T attle , published b y j .  R* 

Francis,'40 Loomis street, Chicago, Ilia.
/  The Road to Prosperity by T. W. Wood. Chas. H. Kerr, Publisher, 56 F ifth  
avenue, Chicago.

.  Many book reviews crowded ou t u n til next m onth.
M AGAZINES AND PAPERS RECEIVED.

The ila ily  Report, San Francisco, is one of the m ost attractive of the coast 
papers, great taste being displayed in the selection o f m atter filling its  page*. I t fa
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straightforw ard, honest, unsw erving in principle, and lives up  to  its  convictions.

The Evening Bulletin of San Francisco keeps up  its  repu ta tion  o f being a  few 
paces ahead o f the  m orning news. I t  is breezy, b righ t and sparkling, w hile being 
fearless, solid and uncom prom ising. R. A. C ro then , proprietor.

Public Ownership,ed ited  by Morrison I .  Swift, Colorado Springs, Colo., p rice 
5o cents per year, is a  little  m onth ly  paper pursu ing  the  stra igh t and narrow  way 
which the ed ito r believes is to  lead to ligh t, life and  lib e rty  of all m ankind. I t  is 
ably edited, and really offers a m ethod o f reconstruction which our reformers w ould 
do well to  consider.

The Western Journal o f Education t published by the  W hitaker & | Ray Co., 
San Francisco, price $1.50 per year, the January num ber o f w hich reached onr table, 
contains some very in teresting  m atter; notably  the report o f the California Teach* 
era' Association and an article on H um ane E ducation, by  Eliza D. K ieth, w hich 
cham pions the cause of anim al k ind as well as th a t o f childhood. She asks and 
answers some grave questions.

The A ltruist, issued m onth ly  by the  A ltru ist C om m unity, 2816 Olive stree t, 
S t. Louis, Mo. Price 25 cents per year, is devoted  to  Equal R ights, M utual A ssist, 
ance, U nited Labor and Common P roperty . P honetic S pelling  is  ev iden tly  part o f  
the reform work or th is com m unity, as a colnm n of the  paper is devoted to  a s tu d y  
o r lesson in th is  branch o f education. *■

The Light o f Truth, a weekly paper published a t C oiam bus, Ohio, is  "a n  
exponent of the philosophy o f life ,"  and is one o f the b righ test ligh ts  th a t pene 
trates our sanctum . Price $1.00 per year.

The Banner oj Light, an "exponen t o f the sp iritual philosophy o f the  n ine  
teenth  ce n tu ry ,"  published a t 9 Bos w orth s tree t, Boston, Mass., is m uch im proved 
under the managem ent o f its  new ed ito r, H arrison D. Barrett. Price <2.00 per 
year. This Banner has been w aving for over forty  years, b u t ita folds are aa clean 
and w hite as when first unfurled  to  th e  breezes. v May i t  con tinue to  wave u n til 
doub t and ignorance are dispelled.

Lucifer, ed ited  and published by Moses H arm on, 1^94 W. Congress street, 
Chicago, Ilia ., is a  weekly devoted to  th e  discussion o f  subjects perta in ing  to  sex  
ology, and the developm ent of a  better hum an species. Price $ lo o  per year. 
Brother Harm on is fearless and  outspoken and deserves the  encouragem ent of all 
who believe in  onr d u ty  to generations y e t unborn . The field he la laboring in  la 
w hite for th e  harvest and the reapers are few.

The Appeal to Reason, published a t th e  low  price o f 25 cen ts per year, con  
ducted  by  J . A. Way land of G irard, Kansas, who sty les h im self th e  "O ne B oss 
Philosopher," adds to  its  philosophy th e  m ost deadly doses of Sarcasm o f any  p u b  
lication we are familiar w ith . Sham  and hypocrisy have a  s’jra  chance under 
Brother Way land’s keen eye and sharp-poin ted  pen. We have w atched h is evo lu . 
tion  from a  straight-laced Republican to  a straight-laced Socialist. “J im ’’ was an  
honest Republican when we used to  clasp h is friendly  hand  in  the  days gone py, 
and  b a n  honest Socialist now, try ing  to  help , by h is  ownl peculiar m ethods, the  
people his great heart loves and  p itief, in  sp ite  o f the vials o f w rath  he pours o u t 
flpoti them  for the ir s tu p id ity  add dila tory  movements.
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The Star, a  w eekly edited  b y  Jam es H. Barry in  San Francisco, in the  in te r- 
eat o f single tax  and  general reform, contains a feast o f (at things. This num ber, 
bearing date F ebruary  19th, contains a splendid article on M unicipal Extravagance 
w hich every th in k e r should read. Send $1.50 for a  year’s subscription. ;

The Voice o f  Labor, a Populist w eekly published a t San Francisco, is ably  
ed ited , follows th e  m iddle o f  the  road policy, and appeals to  the intelligence of its  
readers.

The New Charter, a  w eekly ed ited  by M. W. W ilkins, San Francisco, is a 
stra igh t Socialist, swerves neither to  the  righ t nor left, and is peppery—Oh my! 
Price $1.00 per year. I t  is runn ing  in  its  colum ns chapters o f ’'W om an—Past, 
P resen t and  F u tu r e / ' by A ugust Bebel, one o f the most rem arkable booxs o f the 
age.

Freedom, a  weekly published a t Sea Breeze, F lorida, ed ited  by H elen W il- 
m ans, one o f  the  best-know n journalists in America. I t  is devoted to  m ental sci 
ence, and  is a  pow erful exponen t o f th is  philosophy and should be In th e  hands of 
all the  n ick  and  discouraged everywhere. Price $1.00 per year.

The Progressive Thinker, devoted to  spiritualism  and science, is a weekly p u b  
lished a t 40 Loomis rftreet, Chicago. Price $1.00 per year. I t  has reached its  sev  
en teen th  volum e under tlieab le  m anagem ent o f its  ed ito r, J . PL Francis. I t  thinks 
abou t a quarter o f a century  ahead o f the  average th inker and keeps it3 readers 
hustling  to  keep up  w ith  the procession i t  leads, w hich is a long one. Glad o f 
your success, friend Francis,

Industry, a  w eekly ed ited  by A. Bretx, 954 Broadway, Oakland, is o f P opulist 
( persuasion, and seems to  be industriously  engaged in exposing shams. Judg ing  by 

its  lengthy lis t o f " le tte rs  from the peop le," i t  is filling a  place in  th e ir  hearts, and 
i s  m aking its  m ark in the  world. Price tl .o o  per year.

Unity, a  sem i-m onthly of C hristian Science persuasion, is a consolidation of 
three magazines and  is  published a t Kansas C ity, Mo., a t $1.00 per year.

A rt in Advertising,, for January , is s  th in g  o f beauty  from cover to  cover; full 
o f h in ts  to advertisers and  publishers, and is invaluable in  Its special line. P u b  
lished a t 50 East 19th stree t, N ew York.

Our Dumb Animals, "speaks for those th a t cannot speak for themselves'* 
and  is>published a t Boston, M ass., price 50 cents per year. I t  is a beautifu lly  illu s  
tra ted  paper and  is filled chuck full every  m onth  w ith adm onitions to  the th o u g h t 
less and h in ts  to  th e  m erciful. Special a tten tio n  is called to th e  Angel) prize con  
test, yrhich i t  recom m ends as a splendid  way to raise m oney for schools, clubs, etc. 
F or particulars address as above.

The Ladies' Home Journal, w ith  its  fifteenth volume, keeps on in its  rem ark 
ab ly  successful career. I ts  num erous illustra tions are o f the best, and  the  articles 
and departm ents fu rnish  a  full supp ly  o f diversified, in te resting  and profitable 
reading. One readily  reaches the  conclusion, upon exam ining the  conten ts o f 
recent num bers, th a t the  journal is safely beyond the  reach o f successful com peti 
tion  in its  chosen and  exceedingly im portan t field. I t  m ust carry good cheer, valu  
able inform ation, useful suggestion, and wholesome instruction  to a great m u ltitu d e  
o f charm ed and  grateful readers. And i t  stands as a  strik ing  and  exceptional 
exam ple o f  w hat able m anagem ent can do in the  line o f popular periodical l ite r  
a tu re .
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The New Woman, a weekly paper pablisbed a t Topeka* Kansas* is edited by 

a brace o f womes wbo believe in  tfaemselvfs and  o ther women. The New Woman 
is lit tle  bu t she 's “ sa ssy /’ and better than all is in dead earnest, and is try ing  to  
help her brothers fight the ba ttle  for freedom and justice.

The Progress is an  independent weekly published a t M inneapolis, Minn.
Armstrong's Autonomist, a  m onthly , "F o r F reethinkers o n ly / ' published a t 

Waco, Texas, is a so page paper, VoL t ,  No. 7, being the  num ber w hich reached n s. 
I t  is fall o f helpful things.

The Journal o f Osteopathy, a m onthly  published a t  K irkaville, M o., is greatly  
im proved since W. M. G ill, a well-known California jou rnalist, has taken charge o f  
i t  Dr. A. T. S till’s keen w it and sarcasm is recognized in its  pages by all w ho 
have had the good fortune to  meet him. The cover o f  th is  valuable acquisition  <0 
reform literature is as un ique as beautiful.
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OEEICE CHAT.
We must again call the attention of our correspondents and 

contributors to the necessity of making their communications 
short and crispy* We are inclined to reject articles that cannot 
be printed within four pages of our space. Writers should aim 
never to exceed twelve hundred words; one thousand words ares 
better still, and' that limit will make the acceptance of contribu
tions more probable. Furthermore, while we do not make so 
much of the elegancies of style as some magazines do, yet articles 
must be written in fairly good English, and above all must' be 
characterized by clearness and compactness of thought.

Since THE COMING LIGHT started with the RAYS OF TRUTH 
subscribers, and moved forward into broader fields of knowledge 
and work, our friends have more than doubled its subscription 
list, and have thus enabled us to do better for our readers than we 
had predicted for this short time. We have high ideals and intend, 
if possible, to make our magazine distinctly different from any 
ever published. We believe the time is ripe for a new departure 
in journalism. With the earnest co-operation of the friends «f 
human advancement, we can carry out every ideal. We want to 
double our subscription list again before April ist, and can do so 
if all subscribers will interest themselves at once in sending clubs 
which a little effort will obtain. Also send lists of names of your 
liberal friends to whom we may send samples and circulars.

We want reliable agents in every town in America, who will 
i send the names and addresses of such persons as will help to keep 
the ball rolling, until we all have the satisfaction of seeing the 

\ magazine evolve from its present promissory form to the giant of 
/strength and beauty it means to be. Don’t be afraid to work for 
it, you will not be disappointed. All thfct the creative genius of 
an original conception of man and the universe can do to make Hr 
a success will be done, as rapidly as its support warrants the nec
essary outlay. Let us have your substantipl encouragement at 
once. . ’ ’ *
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Judging from the numerous “ white-winged messengers”  that 

continue to fly info our sanctum four times each day, bearing 
words of appreciation and encouragement, THE COMING Lig h t  
has struck the right chord in the hearts of the people; who in turn 
are lending us their cheerful aid in spreading its light by additions 
to the contributors’ corps and by swelling the subscription list with 
new names. These continue to come singly and in clubs. Many 
thanks. Continue in the good work until the beacon light becomes 
a central sun illumining all dark places and warming into life the 
world’s barren soil.

From Florida and the rocky coasts of Maine, from Dakota and 
the Hawaiian Islands, a glad cry of response comes to Miss Nellie 
E. Dashiel’s “ Song of Universal Brotherhood,”  Also our “ New 
Battle Hymn”  has waked the of our patriotic brothers
and sisters all over America. We propose to lead the procession, 
and hereby invite our friends to a planetary ball, to be given as 
soon as the rainy season is over, time and place, with suggestions 
of costume, to be made known at an early date.

Send 2$ cents to this office for Henry Frank’s magnificent 
lecture, “ The Conquests of Love.”  Arrangements are being 
made to publish every lecture delivered before the Metropolitan 
Independent Society. We shall keep a supply on hand for sale. 
Announcement of subjects later.

“ Man the Creator of his own \yorld,”  by Prof. Francis King, 
the author of that valuable work entitled “ The Secret of Life or 
Harmonic Vibration,”  appears in this number. It is a hint of 
what he has to offer to students in the way of self training and 
helpful suggestions.

We are under many obligations for the cordial greeting and 
courteous treatment we have received from the great dailies of 
this city and Oakland, to say nothing of the weeklies in both 
cities. We hope to merit all that has been said, or may be, and 
to return, pressed down and running over, this measure of kind
ness which our elder brothers and sisters in journalism have 
extended.



OFFICE CHAT 3“  ,
We will send THE COMING LIGHT one year and a copy of 

“ Yosemite as I Saw It,’ * for $1.25. See advertisement on 
another page.

Among the many discoveries in healthful, non-stimulating 
drinks is a mixture labeled “ Mathieu coffee/’ composed of cereals 
nuts and fruits so adroitly blended that it is a perfect substitute 
for coffee, resembling it both in flavor and color. Instead of 
retarding, it aids digestion because of its nutritious properties. 
Patients who use it testify to its beneficial results as a mild laxa
tive, a soothing nervine, and a satisfying beverage. See adver
tisement on another page.

VOX POPULI.
The Coming L ight is a monthly magazine which treats top

ics of living interest that the so-called popular magazines shy at 
or utterly ignore. It calls a spade a spade, and does not eschew 
topics of burning interest to avoid jarring its readers. The New 
Battle Hymn of the Republic by Cora A. Morse is full of patriotic 
fervor and has the true ring.—Evening port, San Francisco.

THE COMING l ig h t  is printed in excellent style, on very fine 
paper, and is beautifully illustrated. Vol. 2, No. 2, contains a 
poem by Nellie E. Dashiel, called the “ Song of Universal Brother
hood/’ composed after the style of the “ Old Oaken Bucket/’ the 
first stanza of which will give a good idea of the whole poem.— 
Evening bulletin, San Francisco.

THE COMING LIGHT, a new magazine, published at San 
Francisco, ought to receive the support of progressive people as 
its declared purpose is to liberate man, woman and child.—New 
Woman, Topeka, Kansas.

THE COMING l ig h t  is a bright and beautiful addition to 
reform literature. We bespeak for it a large and growing constit
uency of intelligent and appreciative readers and patrons.—Luci
fer, Chicago, Ills.

The Coming L ight is handsomely illustrated, artistically 
covered, and contains an intellectual treat for those who are inter
ested in what is generally termed “ the higher thought/'—f/oice of 
Labor, San Francisco.
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The February issue of THE COMING LIGHT surpasses the two 

preceding issues as a combination of beauty and strength, and 
promises to surpass any Eastern monthly as an up-to-date 
expounder of progressive thought.—The Star, San Francisco.

Success to your whirling luminary. It bears the marks of 
force, individuality and purpose throughout, and must prove effect
ive in reform work.—Paul Tyner, Temple, Denver, Colo.

I am more than pleased with THE COMING LIGHT. It radi
ates a feeling of the true brotherhood spirit, without condemning 
shows “ a more excellent way,”  is constructive, simple, Joving, 
and greatest of all, universal.—E. E. Hoswell, Chicago, ills.

THE COMING Lig h t  fills a need of the hour. The “ Mother’s 
Greeting”  touches a responsive chord in the breast of children 
grown old in years wlw still need the hand of a loving mother to 
guide their footsteps.—Emma Cwerdale, Los Angeles.

I welcome your beautiful magazine. It is an’ ideal one in 
many ways. It breathes the new spirit in every line and is far in 
advance of its time.—Herbert Casson, Boston.

Your magazine touches ‘ ‘high water mark”  in spiritual jour
nalism.—Miles Meander ^Dawson, New York.

THE Co m i n g  Lig h t  is of unusual interest, truthful, dean, 
ably edited and spicy.— S., Oakland, Cal.

You are getting out a fine publication, decidedly handsome 
and artistic.—1 he Medium, Los Angeles.

You are doing a noble work for mankind by producing such a 
beautiful journal, filled with such instructive and inspiring articles 
as I find in these two numbers. My soul rejoiced to read the 
“ Song of Universal Brotherhood”  by Nellie E. Dashiel.—Chas. 
IV . Caryl, Denver, Colo.



SATISFACTORY TO THE gTE AND EAR, TIE

B Y R O N  M A U Z Y  P I  A M O S
K

308-314 POST ST ., SAN FRANCISCO.

C om plexion fj 
S o a p s

SKmkt ] / n  SZtcuiUut

A r a m i  3a»4rtiff.

S o m iee  S oap
Cte»m* SwerjftUaf.

$flavoring
S x  tracts

{ X a p t  I I  8q**l.

X t t i  P erfum t  N  th t 

X m rk tt.

Tjuccatine
SK aktt XOkUt 3 ettk.

Slouquette

If you wish to be Beautiful, Have a Beautiful Complexion,
If you wish a Beautiful Complexion, Use a Good Soap,
If you wish a Good Soap, Use one that is Pure and Clean,
If you wish one Pure and Clean, use one that has no Dirty Grease, 
If you wish one that has no Dirty Grease in it, Use Yucca Root,
If you wish Yucca Root Buy, directly from the Factory,
If you wish to buy from the Factory, Order from the Solicitors,
A solicitor will call once each month for your orders.

YUCCA ROOT SOAP Co. ^
S o a p  m a k e r s  Sc P er fu m ers , 

1155^1157 M is s io n  St., 
S ari F ra n c isc o .

Solicitors
Wanted.
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Button Hole, and Button Factory
|  Dressmakers’ and Tailors’ Trimmings.

CORSETS AND NOTIONS f
< ^ > ^ C H E A P  ^

*  WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
110 TAYLOR STOEET, SAH FRANCISCO. *

JVIrs. J. J. f i y l a n d .

JH E |=UTE MILLINERY.

!

2524 m ission $t. I
Betwtni 2i$t and 226 Stmts* « n  •  * San Trandsco.

Pnww*- 
.. ..aUU ffcMMtt

^*H IS long, well established firm uses great care In furnishing the eery 
y  beat claaa of halftone and other printing plates specially adapted for 

the different kinds of use required In the largest city to the small 
est country office.
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ftOOTHBY’S CT
* * Bakery «* Restaurant«

2 2 3  L e a v e n w o r t h  S t .  San Francisco.
B in . E d d y  a n d  T u r k .

V-------------   \
IMIdCHS l>0«K'Clke me4Hf Served a la Carte at all hours

H O U E 'M A D G  BREA D . CAKES, PIES, ICE CREAM, ETC.

Alvarado Market You Can Reach
F IR S T  Q U A I.IT Y

American Beet, ileal, 
mutton, Lamb, Etc.

Cornea Beef a Specialty
803 Larkin Street, San Francisco

The best-class of Ad- 
8  vanced Thinkers in South- 
8  ern California and through- 
s  out the West, by dropping 
I  an "ad*' into the columns 
* of

J . S M IT H , P ro p rie to r  T elep h o n e , E as t 319R

Goods delivered lo all parts of the City Free of 
Charge.

The Medium
R Is a Weekly Magazine ofr 
8  16 to 24 pages, devoted to 
5  the best interests of Spirit 

ualism, and all Advanced 
R Thought, and the develop- 
8  ment of mediumship. Tells 
8  you how best to develop all 
3  phases. 1

M m .  G a n c o  — -*A

«  Trench Laundry, «

First Class Work at Reasonable 
Rates.

SI9  G e a r y  S t r e e t . OllIV 50C a year. S«nd x  for Sample Copy

Telephone Larhln 312 jk* 199 Cast 14th Street,

SAN FRANCISCO. LOS ANOCLCS.

c
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Catest nooeltks • 
Always on Rand

Kell S treet
Cor* o f Ruchauan.

Reception Day: Wednesday i to 5 p. m.

KLE7VEK I
Fo r —s

I GOLD, SILVER, BRASS, 
«nd PLATED WARE,

flLSO^o
Mirrors, Window glass Etc

It gives them all the Beauty and Brill 
iancy of New Ware.

The best Silver Polish in the world Try 
a bottle.

Send t* RAPHDBLL & C o./
62! O’Farrell St. San Francisco,

PRICE 25 and 50 cts. per bottle.

WE RENT
Al l  Ma k e s  o f - ^ >

K* X.|r i " ;• > .L -V- »• ’• • ••..' ■ - r

Typewriters
F e w  p a rtly  

u se d  For S a le . 

X ^
Send for Sam ple oj 

W orb and Prices.
*y>

L S I ,  Alexander 8  Co.

Pacific Cowt Agents
110 M on tgom ery  St., S a n  F ran cisco , Cal

STU D IO  O F—

Oil and
tapestry

Pa in t ing
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TELEPHONE EAST 260

<cJ. ISACSONsb
<

l~ \  I C* 4* Graduate of Unlversllu_of B erlin

I I ' O  I I I  I v3 I Examination of Urine •  Specialty.

S. W . Cor. L a rk in  a n d  G eary  S tree ts .
B ra tsk : Corner Cleary **4 Oc<*vi& S tre e ts . TELEPHONE EAST 2^0

353*535 Montgomery Ave., Cor. Union
TKLEPHONK MAIN 5493-

STULZ BPOS.
1931 Fillmore Street. Cor. Pine

TET.EPHONE W EST 698.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

IMPORTERS

MAIN OFFICE
Montgomery Avenue San Francisco, Cal.

PEA RLS
A Home Circle Classic devoted to the 
Cultivation of the Natural Mental rorces.-

<SSC€iiiabetb f  rand* Sttpbmo*
f t .00 P rr  O O O O O O O  10 Cent* p*r Xmimttr

P E A R L S  cow m  all tlie reliable ground in the advancing 
mental and spiritual lines Of occult teaching, in the purest, clear 
est and most loving manner for the mother, the youth, and the 
child. It is calculated especially for home development accord 
ing to the highest spiritual principles. It is thoroughly up to 
date and will be maintained at the top by experienced and cap 
able minds who have the best interests ol the home deeply at 
heart.

Sample copy to cents post-paid. Prospectus with exceed 
ingly liberal club rates mailed on application.

Address

The Metaphysical Pub. Co.
465 riTTH AVE., NEW YORK
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I IN D U S T R Y  1
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OF OAKLAND.
Is tfje Leading Reform Journal o f the Pacific C oast 

It is ne\>er rem iss in reporting corruption tffyeretfer 
manifested.

President John Smith, the grandest book of the age, settles all 
doubts in the minds of Skeptics as to the practicability of political 
reform which now agitates the minds of the American People. 
This valuable book and INDUSTRY for one year will be sent to 
any address in the United States for One Dollar.

n

3

3
3

SZ THE NEW TIME of Chicago has no parallel in the literary ̂ 3 
£  world. It is a large, handsome monthly magazine, edited by the 2  

founder and former editor of the ARENA of Boston. This fam ous^ 
magazine and fearless INDUSTRY of Oakland, published and ^5 

p  edited by Hon. A. Bretz, can bt* had one year for One Dollar and ^8 
Twenty-five cents. Address 954 Broadway, Oakland, Cal. ^
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S lo b e r t s ,
- p r a c t i c a l -

b o o t  and SHOE M AHER.

BRING YOUR RCPHIR5.

4 Summer St., San Trancisco.
Near Mcnteomery Strerc

7 1

The Modern Philosopher,
A Monthly Magazine for pro

gressive people. Philosophi
cal comments, reviews of 
books that help progress, mis
cellaneous reading, original 
and selected, fo cents a 
year, sample copies free.

Address
Al b e r t  C h a v a n n e s ,

$08 Fourth ave., Knoxville, 
Tenn,

$1.00 a year.
Sam ple copi«e.-ae«t free upon  app lication .



UNPRECEDENTED OEEER!
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toe.   #
-WILL GIVE-

$1000 in Cash Prizes K
ist. T H E  O V ER LA N D  w ill (five, to  th e  person sen d in g  th e  largest n um ber 

o f  yearly  su b scrip tio n s , a t one do lla r each, o n e -h u n d red  per cen t o f  
them , o r, in  o th er w ords

■* *
T lie  en tire  a m o u n t  s e n t  in

Conditions: C o n tes tan ts  m u st send in  th e ir  nam es and  addresses, w ith  th e  
- — . ,i Lm i endorsem ent o f tw o business m en in  th e ir  tow n. S u b scrip  
tio n s m u st be sen t in  as fast as received, to  d a te  from  the  n ex t fo llow ing issue o f  the  
m agazine. C o n tes tan ts  w hen e n te rin g  m u st s ta te  how  long th ey  w ish th e  co m p e ti 
tio n  k ep t open, a nd  th e  w ishes o f  th e  m ajo rity  w ill decide th e  d a te  o f closing. They 
m ust also s ta te  th e  te rr ito ry  th ey  in ten d  to  w ork in.

I t is ex p ec ted  th a t  th e  first prize w ill am o u n t to

$1000 CASH
IT  MAY RE MORE. T H E  OTH ERS W ILL BE PROPORTIONATELY LARGE.

EV ERY BO D Y  H A S A CH A N CE. T here is no  favoritism , no hazard. And e v e ry  
body  e n te r in g  th e  co n test is certa in  to  w in a cash prize p ro p o rtio n a te  to  h is 
efforts to  ex te n d  am ong h is  friends th e  c ircu la tio n  o f

T H E  M O ST A M ER IC A N  
T H E  M OST C H A R A C T ER ISTIC  
T H E  M O ST PIC T U R E SQ U E

) O f all M agazines 
S u p e rb ly  Illu s tra ted .

T f ie  0 \ ? e r ia n d  C o

Send five cents for 
Sample copy.

300 Pacific Mutual Building 
San rranclsco. Cal.

t
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B i o c H m i S T P V  I

CAUTION— •* |

To derive the best results of using the TISSUE REMEDIES jjj 
(imported) of DR. SCHUESSLER, they should be purchased fresh 5; 
from , —i . 5 ‘* 3« '_ ......................  . . 31 >

Iirooks’ Homoeopathic Pharmacy« li

•
Ma."»d"SSS^.o f  G en u in e  T i s s u e  R e m e d ie s  5:h

THE BEST PLACE TO BUY HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICINES \ i
V

The Tissue Remedies are sold in Tablet Form, unless otherwise 
specified. It is the best and most convenient form to use.

Pacific Coast Agency, BOERICKE & TAFEL, of Philadelphia

SWAIN &  MURDOCK j

$In su r a n c e . |  

Telephone Main 5107 412 California Street ^

C o a s t  S e a m e n ' s  J o t i r q a l

— Harlttiae and Labor.
Official Orjran o f th e  In te rn a tio n a l Seam en 's U nion o f Am erica. 

P u b lished  W eek ly  by  th e  S a ilo rs ' U ninn  o f th e  Pacific.

S A N  TRANGSCO, CAL. S u b scrip tio n  $a.oo  per year. Siujyle Copies Joe.
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Dr. Man/ A. Jcinney
432 TURK STREET,

N ear L ark in , San Francisco, Cal.
INSTRUCTOR AND PRACTITIONER IN

BIOCHEMISTRY,
HA&MGS12A5IA,

CHROMOP7CTHY,
SARCOGNOMY, 

arid MENTAL SCIENCE

THE ESOTERIC.
T he E so teric  is devoted  to  m ethods, sc ien  

tifically  religious, for b ring ing  body , m ind  
and  soul in to  harm ony w ith  God and  nature .

Those seek ing  H oliness o f  heart and  life 
should  read it.

Also those w ho are s tu d y in g  m agic w ill 
find in  i t  th e  secrets o f  th e  Pow er q (  th e  
C hrist, o f  h is  know ledge, and  o f h is  u n d e r  
s tand ing .

S u b scrip tio n . $1.00 per year.

MATCHLESS CR TRIPOLINE 
METAL POLISH.

or Labor
<— ii fl ri

Devoted to the Interest of Organized labor.

_  CIk Only General trades Union 
^  Paper on Dm Pacific Coast • •

B . K ln n e , Proprietor.
E .  S . B a r n e y , Editor.

Published eilery S a tu rd a y , a t $1.00 per year.

N o  6 G ig  Mall Squa re , S an  P rancbco . Cal.
FORMERLY PARTNER OF 

THE LATE C. A. KLINKNER, TELEPHONE MAIN 4 0 0 .

B O X B R A N O SBURNING

2 n d  f l o o r ,
TAKE ELEVATOR.

My sp ec ia lty  is  to  prepare  s tu d e n ts  to  be 
com e sliced*fu  1 teachers and  healers. P r i  
vate  lessons i f  desired . T erm s very reason  
able. A ddress as above, enclosing  s tam p  for 
rep ly .

Sawpk copy frn.
E s o t e r i c  P u b l i s h i n g  C o m p a n y , 

A pplegate, California.
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fWRS. W A K Y  0 .  S T A 'flT O fl'

S cien tific  P h y s io g n o m is t
Scientific delineations of character made, and advice given as 

to choice of trade or profession; also, in regard to health and men 
tal development, and how to choose partners in marriage and in 
business.

Drawing-room lectures, and instruction given to classess 
and individually.

For terms, address MRS. M. O . STANTON,
628 Sutter Street.

T h e Leading W eeQLy E xpon en t o f  th e  S E S T  T H O U G H T S  ^
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darrvcA H. Barry, - Editor.
Its editorials are fearless, forceful, and touch on all the top 

ics of the day that the daily press fear to handle on account of 
the ptckels.
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The Star is the oldest S in g le  X f ix paper in 
the country, and through its multitude of readers ^  

sj? the T ru th  shall be established. sj?
^ubacriptiort £  1 .OO per year, --Sample Coptea t* ree, C

!»  s£?
jj, Address L. w. LOVCV Business Manager, 429 Montgomery St* S, r. ^

The Social Economist
is a semi-monthly, 8 page Paper, edited and pub
lished by Rev. W. D. P. Bliss, in the interest of 
Christian Socialism. Subscription #1.00 per year, 
address ,Social Economist, 422 Sutter St. S. F.
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Carpeting, furniture, etc.

*****♦•***•**•***>*•*•**<*+•* **************+**++************ +

ICHAS. M. PLUM & CO..
U PH O L ST E R IN G  COM PANY

1301-7 Market St.
C om er 9 th ,

&  he- t J e m p le
A Monthly Demoted to the

Higher Honan Cnltore.
( CDITCD BY PAUL TYNER.

^This M agazine aim* to  p resen t w ith  c lear 
ness and concen tra tion , each m o n th , one 
lecture, sto ry  o r essay, dealing  from an o rig  
inal p o in t of view  w ith  some one particu lar 
phase o f th e  new  sp iritu a l and  scientific 
th o u g h t w hich is rem aking the  world.

“ BODILY IM M O RTA LITY ,"  “ SP IR IT U A L  
S E L F -C O N S C IO U S N E S S ." “ T H E  ROSY 
C R O S S /' “ T H E  S IX T H  S E N S E  AND 
HOW  TO D EV ELO P IT ,"  “ A STR O N G ER  
H O M E ," “ T H IN K IN G  ALL O V E R ," “ R E  
IN C A R N A T IO N ," and  “ M EN TA L S C I 
E N C E ,” are am ong th e  su b jects o f recent 
issues.

T he m agazine is  co n v en ien t in  size, p rin ted  
in  large, clear ty p e  on handsom e paper, and 
hound in  n rtis lic  covers.
SINGLE c o n n s .  IO CENTS. ANN CAL SUBSCRIP 

TION, $1 .00 .
A t a ll N ew sdealers, or sen t postpa id  on re  

ceip t of price.

THE TCMPLC PUBLISHING COMPANY,
MASONIC TEMPLE. DENVER. COLO.

THB ALTRUIST

Is a m o n th ly  paper, p a rtly  in  phonetic  
spelling , and  devoted  to  equal righ ts , m u tua l 
assistance, u n ite d  labor, and com m on p ro p  
e rty . I t  is issued by the  A ltru is t C om m un 
i ty . o f  S t. Louis, whose m em bers hold all 
th e ir p ro p e rty  in com m on, live  and work to  
ge th e r in a  perm anen t hom e for th e ir m u tua l 
en joym en t, assistance and su p p o rt, and both 
m en and women have equal r ig h ts  and decide 
on a ll i ts  business affairs b y  th e ir m ajo rity  
vote. Price 25c a year; specim en copy free.

A. Lo n o l e y , E d ito r,
2K19 O live S tree t, S t. Louis, Mo.

Business $ n c c w  •  •  •
^  through m ental Attraction., ^

8t  CHA8. W. CLOSE, M.O., 8.S.O.

P»pir Prl«« IO -ill* " ,-
G ives a b rief s ta tem en t o f th e  p rin cip le  

invo lved  in  the app lication  o f M ental Law to  
the  con tro l o f financial conditions, w ith  e igh t 
practical ru les to  insure  Bu s i n e s s  S u c c e s s .

SPE C IA L  O FFE R ! T he above pam phlet 
w ith  The Free Man, a m o n th ly  m agazine in 
the in te res ts  o f  H ealth , and the  Science of 
Life, tw o  m o n th s w ith  Specialofft-r to the Siek, 
for 20 cen ts silver. Address:

PuMbher The Free Mam
124 Birch S tree t. (F. M. X .) Bangor, Maine.
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Special Premium Offer for to Days.
* Tf\£ Secret of Lif̂  ^

^DR^y
HartnoNc Vif>ratior\

a  BY PROF. FRANCIS KING. a

IS AWAKENING GREAT INTEREST 

AND IS SPOKEN OF IN THE HIGH 

EST TERMS BY ADVANCED CRITICS.

\
-IT  TEA C H ES-

BEAUTY, GRACE, HEALTH, POWER
B y  c u l t i v a t io n  a n d  p r o p e r  u s e  o f  t h e  El e c t r ic  a n d  Ma g n e t ic  F o r c e s  o f  

t h e  b o d y .

I t  con tains over tw o h u ndred  exercises for tra in in g  th e  five m edium s o f  
expression, viz: the  voice, the  eye, the m ovem ents o f  the  body, th e  to u ch  and the  
m en ta lity .

I t  embrace* the  new system  for develop ing  M u s c l e  a n d  N e r v e  E n e r g y  

w ith o u t m echanical m eans. P roducing a n a tu ra l increase o f m uscle, w ith o u t ill 
effects and rem oval o f excessive flesh, g iv ing  increase o f  flesh to  the  spare. R obust 
H ealth , Physical B eauty and Grace as well as M ental Vigor n o t ob tained  by any 
o ther m ethod .1’

The system  prom otes a rapid Physical. M ental and Psychic unfo ldn ien t and 
m akes hom e c u ltu re  on all planes poewihle and profitable to  all. Nvdong felt w ant is 
su p p lied  in  th is  particu la r, and  to  w o m a n  is given know ledge and pow er to  
determ ine, m ould  and contro l life.—-H er tru e  sphere and d iv in e  prerogative.

T h e  s y s t e m  i s  t h o r o u g h l y  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  e a s i ly  a c q u i r e d  b y  o ld  a m i 

y o u n g .  T h e  p r ic e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t  o k  L i f e  is  $ 2. 00, b o u n d  in  h a n d s o m e  c lo th .

To in c re a s e  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  a n d  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m in g  L i g h t  w e  o f f e r  

FOR s i x t y  d a y s ,  th e  m a g a z in e  fo r  o n e  y e a r  a n d  th e  b o o k ,  a l l  p o s t  p a id  fo r  $ 2. 00.

T his is a rem arkable  inducem ent. I t  is by  special arrangem ent w ith  the  
pub lish er we are able to  m ake such an offer. «

N ot on ly  do  we m ake th is  offer to  new  subscribers b u t a ll who have already 
subscribed to  the  m agazine m ay have th e  book by send ing  $1.00.

T h is  m auuel shou ld  be in  t h e  h an d s o f every  Teacher in  c vrry  profession, 
and  no  fam ily can afford to  do  w ith o u t it.

A ddress, C o m i n g  L i g h t . 621 O 'F aire ll S tre e t, S. F.

Y__________________________________________________

r
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Central 
Coal Co.

TCLCPHONC MAIN 39
SUCCESSORS TO 

MACDONOUGH & CO.

IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN

COAL
AND

Office and Yards 
S W. Spear and rolsoin SIS. 

SftN FPflNCISCO.

Wholesale 
and Retail COKE

COftL Delivered in 
Oakland, Alameda & Berkeley

msj?i;
m

&
Hr

*

tlr

EUREKA TEA
H j l C U R E S ^  *

Dyspepsia, Indigestion, 
Biliousness, Constipation,

PIMPLES, PILES AND URINARY AFFECTIONS.

IS  THE BEST SPRING MEDICINE
P N j r  H o l e  t > y  n i l  O r u s a r i a i t s .  P r i c e ,  a r t  C t s , * b
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Armstrong * Autonomist.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
±

E dited  by the  b rillian t young 
genius. Jam es Arm strong. T w enty 
good-sized, n ea tly -p rin ted  pages, 
o f  editoral m atter, trea ting  of every  
topic, from the dep th s o f  p h ilo s 
ophy  to  the heigh ts of poetical 
fancy. Com bines the philosophic 
grasp of a Spencer, th e  m elody of 
an Tngemol, and the bold, ^reezy, 
unconventional sp irit o f the  W est 
ern prairies Sensational, yet 
strong, and decided ly  un ique.

N o th ing  d u ll no r com m on 
place. One Dollar per year; single 
copies ten  cents. At all news 
stands, or addn

B. m. Colwlch, Publish*!-, • maco. ttxas.

GO TO-=--------
u L E O P O L D ' S *

Cheap B a za a r
T H E  CHEAPEST PLACE FOR

Togs Novelties Jewelrv, Notions 
Household Goods Cge Glasses 

and Spectacles
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

4 1 8 - 2 0 - 2 2  Skontgom ery
San Francisco, Cal.

mind Cure f o e  g r e a t e s t  h e a l i n g  p o w e r  ow e a r fo ~
Dy your prejudice aside long enough to read tMs sworn tesUwoulal of a cure 

that seems tuiraculoiu: « « • • • «
T his is to  certify  th at m y u pper lip  and a large portion  of m y nose and one 

cheek were eaten  away w ith  cancer o f so pronounced a  character th a t physicians 
declared the case incurable aud me r  doom ed man. My situ a tio n  and m y feelings 
were beyond descrip tion , when 1 heard of Mrs. H elen W ilmati* and her pow er over 
every form of disease. After 1 p u t m yaelf under her m ental treatm ent the  ea ting  
o f the  cancer ceaaed and new flesh began to  grow from the  edges o f it, which grad- 
unlly spread over the  cheek u n til the unsigh tly  opening was closed. The nose, a t 
th is  tim e, in about com pleted, and th e  lip  is nearly filled in . I am  able to  p ro  
nounce her effort a  success. My general h ea lth  is fully restored , and I have gone 
to  work again w ith my custom ary streng th . T h is teatim oniW --is-'given from a 
thankfu l heart, and I am glad to  add th at m y faith  in her is so g re ac tb a l I believe 
she can cure any disease under the  sun. All th is  was done w ith o u t the use of m ed  
icines, by m ental trea tm ent alone. R espectfully , J . M. E n g l i s h .

Subscribed and sworn to  before me th is  first day of M arch, JS97, a t Daytona, 
: .........................  Fla.
: s e a l  ; C. M. B i n g h a m , J r . ,
: ............... ; Notary Public.

I am acquainted  w ith  Mr. English and can tru ly  say th a t the  case is not only 
true in everv particu lar, as set forth  by Mr. Bingham , our N otary , b u t th a t th e  cure 
spoken of, I m ust confess, surpasses hum an com prehension. D uring  more than  
forty  years of observation and experience I have m et n o th in g  like th e  above case. 
This con trib u tio n  is voluntary .

D r. E. E. D a y t o n , Sea Breeze, F la., Mar.
C. A. nALLOPGH, Sea Breeze, Fla.

I have thousands of testim onials o f o th er cures, embracing every form  o f disease, 
home of w hich are published in a pam phlet called ‘ ’T h e  M inij C o rk  T r e a t m e n t  "  
W rite to  me for my hrnts—they  are m oderate; and ask for “ The Mind Cure I*amph- 
le t ."  I t is free to  a ll who w ant it. Address

H e le n  W iim a n s ,  sea Breeze, Pla.

Mr
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O k  Journal o f  Osteopathy
The only Osteopathic Maga

zine in the world. Devoted to the 
exposition of the New Science of 
Healing without Drugs. The organ 
of Dr. A. T. Still, discoverer and 
founder of the system and of the 
American School of Osteopathy and 
the A. T. Still Infirmary. One dol
lar per annum. Sample copies to 
any address on application. Address 

JO U R N A L  O F  O S T E O P A T H Y , 
Kirksville, Mo.

J C ig h t o f  % J ru th
PUBLICATIONS!

Eight Of tr«fD JVftVH contains over 
200 photos of Spiritualist workers, 
with short sketches. Price $1.25.

OK SpWtMlHt fiVMMl, choice col
lection of hymns suitable for spir
itual meetings. Words set to mu
sic by Dr. B. M. Lawrence, 25c; 
(postage 4c).

ntfMfytfft Shem—per 100, $2.00; 
501 $1.50; 25, $1.00. (Postage 
40d per 100 and proportionately.)

P$VftO»eniC Dfcflosary, a character 
delineator and guide to self-knowl
edge, 25c.

etsay 0« imaifttftip by Prof. J. S. 
Loveland, 25c.

Spiritual Script, experiences and tes
timonials of occult phenomena by 
prominent scientists, 25c.

fiHfter KralMS, a spiritual story, 25c.
Psychic QtarM, experiences of a 

spirit, 25c.
Psychic ProMeas by Lilian Whiting, 

10c. (Tract $5 per 100.)
Scraoa ON SptrttMftSa by Rev. M. 

F. Ham, 5c. (Tract $2.50 per 
100.)

tight Of Craft, a 16 page spiritual 
paper, $1.00 per year.

Light of Truth Pu6. Co.
Colum6us, O fib'

Cora S fiorte , V .  3 ).
— ■ ■" - ■ —’Chronic and nervous dis

eases a specialty. All 
methods known to a drug
less science are employed to 
relieve and restore the,af
flicted. Patients desiring 
treatment may call during 

4 office hours or address me 
by letter,enclosing stamp for 
reply.

O'Farrtll St.. San Francl«co. Cat._______

SKr*. V an tia  Sftailey

Manicure, Hairdresser and 
Dermatologist. Uses meth
ods entirely new in the 
treatment of the skin and 
scalp. Consultation hours 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday p. m. Inquiries by 
mail will receive prompt at- 

(> tention if accompanied by 
stamp. Terms of treat
ment, methods, etc., made 
known on application.'

6*i O'Farrelt S t, San Franclcco, Cal.

eureka! « eureka!
DCUOOU5 AND NUTRITKXIS

Mathieu’s 
California 

Fruit Coffee
X a d t  tram Catifarn/a'i moot mmtrttfom* 

Jrntf* and C r m i t  tartfuttg t th t f td .

Omtg Jn r// and Certnf Caffra «a Mr 
marktf pertrel caffe* tlaaar.

S t  mtit. drink U n it  Cadet and Hag 
writ. \

S t  Hi, drink U n it  Caffe* and k t tU 
n» m an.

HIGHEST TESTIMONIALS.
CAN BE HAD AT

TThe E m p orium



HE extra quality of paper on which this Magazine is 
printed is A « Z e l l e r  b a c k  f t  S o n s ’ Famous Patent 
Enamel. Paper Warehouse, 416 Sansome St., S. F.

K lon d ik e Outfits CompkK.

TENTS
Used only a 

short time for 
less than cost of 
material.

-4 - SAVE MONEY
And get your supplies from us,

K lon d ik e Ctmplttt Outfitters
OAKLAND'S GREAT DEPARTM ENT STORE

1013 t o  1023 WASHINGTON ST. OAKLAND CAL

fix Coming Eight Publishing fious*
^  a 20th-Century plant of the newest

H i  iiy
our work, we are prepared to give 
trusted to us. Commercial & 5 «Qiety

Printers. Equipped with 
artistic type and the best presses

conducted by thoroughly skilled craftsman. This Magazine is a sample
eqi
r Prmtitxg

ith I
es, <j
of]

ual attention to all outside work en- 
6 ? l O'Farrell S t., San Francisco.


