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A Journal devoted

to Psychology, Philosophy, Ancient and Modern Spiritualism, Mes
merism, and Anthropological Science in General.
The Spiritual Magazine is the oldest of the periodicals devoted to the
cause of Spiritualism, having now been in existence for fifteen years. It
has from the first taken a very high stand in the literature of the move
ment, having been contributed to by men of the greatest literary ability,
and contained only such articles as were likely to have a permanent inte
rest. In this respect, it presents a marked contrast to the other journals,
which have simply been, as a rule, mere records of news, and although ren
dering valuable aid to the cause, yet from their contents only likely to have
an ephemeral value. The Spiritual Magazine has always aimed at supply
ing its readers with a much higher kind of literature, and such as may
fairly bear comparison with the articles contained in the general Monthly
Magazines and Quarterly Reviews. During the past fifteen years, its late
editor has worked indcfatigably to make it worthy of the purpose he had
n view, and has devoted the greater part of his time to its production.
That he has admirably succeeded will bo obvious to all those who month
by month have perused the valuable papers contained in its pages, many
of which have been reprinted, and now form standard works on the various
phases of Spiritualism.
In taking upon himself the editorship of this Magazine, Dr. Sexton hopes
to preserve its well-known literary character, and largely to increase its
circulation. Since the Spiritual Magazin e was established, Spiritualists have
enormously increased in number, and the movement lias made itself felt in
every part of the civilized world. Men of the very highest scientific emi
nence and literary culture have enlisted themselves under its banner, and
there is now therefore more than ever a necessity for a journal which .shall
represent the highest philosophy of the principles of Spiritualism. To pro
duce such an organ will be the aim of the New Editor of the Spiritual
Magazine. No competition with any existing periodical will be attempted,
since the functions of this journal will be scon to be of a distinctive cha
racter, and to fill a place which but for it would be left empty.
The Magazino has never been a pecuniary success, but in the present
state of the movement, it certainly ought to be made remunerative. That
it will ultimately become so, the Editor lias no doubt whatever. In the
meantime, he must ask all the friends of the cause to support it and make
it known in the respective circles in which they move, and to aid him with
such pecuniary assistance as they may feel disposed to render. Any dona
tions, therefore, with which he may be favoured, will be gratefully
accepted.
A new series of the Magazine commenced in January, 1S75, and this
will present, therefore, a favourable opportunity for new subscribers to
commence taking it regularly. It will be sent post-free, direct from the
office on the following terms:—
£ s. d.
One copy, monthly, post-free................ 0 7 0 per annum.
Two do.
do.
do.
................ 0 12 0
do.
Twenty-five do. carriage unpaid......... 5 0 0
do.
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Subjects treated: Girlhood, Maidenhood, Courtship, Marriage,
Motherhood, Female Education, Female Health, Female Hygiene, Do
mestic Medicine, &c., &c. It is a treatise on subjects of vital importance
to Woman.
N.B.—A Special Edition, beautifully Illustrated by Engravings on
wood. Cloth gilt, One Shilling-.
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from the Author, 8, Burton Crescent, London, W.C.
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“ A neatly printed little work, from the pen of Mr. Henry Smith, which
no man can read without an increased feeling of love and tenderness
towards woman—
Whom God created with a smile of grace,
And loft the smile that made her on her face.”
—Cosmopolitan, April 15, 187a“ The work is written in a philosophical and religious spirit, and yet m
a highly attractive form; and whilst the medical precepts given, if followed,
must materially tend to the development of robust health, its moral lessons
also will be found equally useful in the formation of an attractive ana
virtuous character.—Merthyr Telegraph, June 5.
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“Any one in search of health and vigour will find it useful.
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.
“If Dr. Smith had written nothing else than the ‘People’s Gum,
to Health’ he would have earned for himself the gratitude of posterity—Dunfermline Saturday Press, June 7th, 1873.
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THE HYGEIAN OR MORISONIAN SYSTEM.
1. The vital principle is the blood.
2. Everything in the body is derived from the blood.
3. All constitutions arc radically the same.
4. All diseases arise from the impurity of the blood ! I (Why, then,
poison the blood by vaccination ?)
5. Pain and disease have the same origin.
G. From the intimate connection subsisting between mind and body, the
health of the one must conduce to the serenity of the other.
7. Proper vegetable purgation is the only medicinal mode for effectually
eradicating disease.
8. The discovery of a vegetable medicine was a desideratum.
Y
9. This discovery was made by James Morison, the Hygeist, who/, by
force of this system, proclaimed “ the medical libel ty of the subject.” ,
Morison’s Medicines (Nos. 1 and 2) are sold by the Hygeian Agents and
all Medicine Vendors, in boxes at 7^d., lS-Jd., 2s. 9d’, 4s. Cd., and B*
3>
each.
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by Satanic agency, and consequently was persecuted by

Its Phenomenal, Scientific, Philosophical, and other Aspects. the people and anathematised by the priests. Tho stock
ing loom, the riband loom, and other similar inventions,
Two Lectures delivered in the Crystal Palace, on Wed were, on their first introduction, publicly burned, and
nesday and Friday, April 2nd and 4th, 1873.
their inventors denounced as enemies of mankind. Even
BY TIIE EDITOR.

I.
Lord Bacox very justly observes, “ The true end, scope,

or office of knowledge, I have set down to consist, not in
any plausible, delectable, reverend or admired discourse,
or any satisfactory arguments, but in effecting and work
ing, and in discovery of particulars not revealed before,
for the better endowment and help of Man’s life.” There
is always a large amount of prejudice against new facts
in connection with any branch of knowledge, and a still
larger amount of opposition when any novel theory is
suggested as an explanation of facts which can be no
longer disputed. It is, perhaps, wrong to quarrel with
that conservative tendency in the human mind which
causes us to cling so tenaciously to tho institutions and
opinions of the past, because although it not unfrcqucntly
retards the growth and development of a new truth, yet
it often saves us from falling into error. There is no dis
covery, so far as I know, that has ever been made in
connection with any known science or established art
but what has had at first to contend with violent op
position. And this opposition is due to a variety of
causes. Old interests are at stake, prejudices run high
against change, and established customs largely govern
mankind. Onu of the wisest sayings ever uttered by Mr.
Disraeli was a statement put into the mouth of Contarini
Fleming, to tho effect that, “Institutions ever survive
their purpose, and customs govern us when their cause is
extinct.” Wo talk very glibly about our deliberate in
vestigation, our freedom from prejudice, unbiassed
opinion, and impartial judgment, but this is in truth
the case of most of us little more than tall talk, and an as
sumption of virtues which we do not possess. It is exceed
ingly difficult—perhaps impossible—to free ourselves
altogether from a prejudice in favour of preconceived
opinions. The influence of early training, education,
surroundings, custom, and a hundred other circum
stances, must all tend to give a particular bias to the
mind which the wisest and most dispassionate of us can
not altogether control. Both Herodotus and Pindar call
custom the “ Queen of the World,” and the same idea is
expressed by the Latin adage, “Jffundus reyitur opinionibus.” New doctrines are always unpalatable to the
great mass of mankind; and novel truths never fail to
bo vehemently opposed.
“Almost every opinion we
have,” remarks Charron, “we have but by authority.
Wo believe, judge, act, live and die on trust, as custom
teaches us;” tho correctness of which statement, when
applied to the great mass of mankind, few will attempt
to dispute. “ An ounce of custom,” says Hommel, “ out
weighs a ton of reason;” and Luther admirably re
marks, Oh doxa ! doxa ! qiutm cs communis noxa. When
one looks back at the opposition that discoveries and in
ventions, which are now recognised as being invaluable,
had at first to contend with, the prejudice then mani
fested against them appears to us inexplicable; but the
men of that day who fought with determination against
the innnovation, were no less conscientious in their an
tagonism than are those to-day who oppose new truths,
for no other reason than because they are now.
The inventor of the printing press was charged with
being in league with the devil, and of multiplying books

I the introduction, in the 17th century, into England of so
useful and apparently indispensable an article as tablci forks, was treated with supremo ridicule and contempt.
The glazing of pottery was denounced to such an extent
that some of the persons engaged in it had to close their
works ; and tho pendulum, although invented by Galileo,
was not introduced into this country as a standard of
measure until the 17th century, when it was treated with
! ridicule and nick-named “ Swing-Swang.” In surgery
| tho introduction of the ligature, by Ambrose Pare, in
place of the boiling pitch which had been previously em
ployed to stop bleeding after amputations, was for a
time violently opposed on the ground that it was hanging .
' human life on a thread.
Almost every branch of science can reckon its martyrs
among tho men who, in advocating its claims, had to
contend with tho prej udices of tho ago in which they
lived. The fate of Galileo is so well known that I need
but to mention it in illustration of my position. Geology,
even in tho present century, and in the recollection of
some present, was vehemently denounced throughout tho
length and breadth of tho land. The statement that tho
earth was more than six thousand years old when first
put' forth, met with tho most violent opposition, and
those who defended it were denounced as infidels, and
frequently mobbed in tho streets. Tho investigations
into the nature of electricity were deemed impious, and
the production of imitation thunder and lightning con
sidered blasphemous in tho extreme. Chemical dis
coveries were opposed, and steam-power vehemently
denounced.
Ono important fact is to be noticed in connection with
this matter, which deserves more attention than is
usually bestowed upon it, which is that tho opposition
did not come exclusively from tho common people and
from tho churches, but was largely contributed to by
scientific men themselves. Hardly any discovery has
been made by one man of science, without being
vehemently opposed by a number of others; and now
truths appear to have had almost as much antagonism to
contend with from scientific mon as from other people.
The prejudice which belongs to a great extent to our
common humanity, philosophers of course are not ex
empt from, and a knowledge of the laws of nature, a life
devoted to experiment, and even a sceptical turn of mind
instead of proving'antidotes to it arc frequently made tho
very basis of its existence.
The violent opposition which Spiritualism has to con
tend with to-day is of precisely the same character as
that which attempted to arrest the progress of astronomy,
and to crush out geology in the past. The spiritual facts
arc novel, tho phenomena to a certain extent uncommon,
and the theory both new and strange. Is it therefore to
be wondered at that prejudice should run high against
its acceptance, and that the very mention of its name
should be met by sneers and scorn from those who ought
to know better. Such a reception of a new truth, the
more especially one, tho acceptance of which would
render it necessary for many a man to unlearn that which
lie had spent years in acquiring, should surprise no one
who is at all acquainted with the history of tho past.
When Harvey taught tho doctrine of the circulation of
tho blood, his grand discovery was treated with universal
scorn, and it is said that there was not a physician over
forty years of age who would consent to bestow one
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moment’s thought upon the subject. The discoverer
himself was denounced as a quack, nicknamed in ridicule
the “ Circtflator,” and treated with general contempt by
those whose business it was especially to investigate with
a view to ascertain whether there was any truth in the
new theory. Such investigation, however, would have
been a tacit admission that there was a possibility of the
investigators having been previously in error, and as a
result, they might have to unlearn much that they had
been years in learning. The same cause operates to-day
to prevent men from investigating Spiritualism in that
spirit of dispassionate inquiry which the subject de
mands. The scientific men have made up their minds re
garding nature and her laws, and do not care to run the
risk of engaging in an inquiry which might end by show
ing them that they had fallen into errors of no small
magnitude. I think it was the Rev. Baden Powell who
objected to Spiritualism, that if true, it would upset all
his previous philosophy; a consequence which might
after all not have been so serious a matter as he seemed
to imagine. Sir Humphrey Davy somewhere remarks
that new facts “ are more useful perhaps even when they
contradict than when they support received doctrines,”
an opinion with which I must say I thoroughly agree.
The facts of Spiritualism arc indisputable, and the theory
a necessary consequence arising from them. For my own
part—and I speak after many years of most careful in
vestigation—I say of Spiritualism as Dr. Gall said of
phrenology—“ This is truth, though opposed to' the
philosophy of ages
which fact I hope to be able to
prove to the entire satisfaction of many who may now
hear of the subject for the first time.
It is often said by our opponents that we ought to
leave the facts to speak for themselves and to tell their
own tale, and allow other persons to form their con
clusions regarding the theory by which they arc to be
explained. “ If the facts be genuine,” say they, “just
state them, and there leave the matter, and do not at
tempt to follow them up by a wild hypothesis that is so
extravagant as to be calculated to prejudice the minds of
persons against the very facts themselves upon which it
is professed to be based.” To this we answer, that the
dry facts are by themselves valueless ; it is the theory
that gives them life and vitality ; without it they would
be of little worth to society. In every branch of science,
the man who invents a hypothesis that explains facts is
a far superior man to him who simply accumulates the
facts and huddles them together in a state of inextricable
confusion. Learned associations arc often greatly at
fault in this matter. “Run your,,memory,” says a
modern author, “over the records of the British Asso
ciation for the Advancement of Science, and what do you
find ? Is it not exactly the same as that which the witty
author of Hudibras castigated two hundred years ago, in
his satire on the Royal Society—a mere chronicle of the
feats of butterfly-hunters and fly-catchers ? Is there to
be found in the many years’ 2’r«nsact?'o»« of the hundreds
of scientific men, whose combined knowledge is many
hundred times more extensive than that of the sueans of
any past age, a single attempt at a generalisation of their
immense field of facts ? Is there any effort at wliat
Solomon calls the ‘ interpretation of things ?’—at gather
ing the ‘ fruits ’ of the Baconian system ? Arc they not
only a barren addition to the mountain of facts already
accumulated ? Alas I it is too true.” These men shrink
from the task of theorising—that is, of philosophising—
—upon facts, and are content to add to a stock already
so large as to be almost unmanageable. Like the unfor
tunate Psyche doomed by Venus to arrange and sort the
respective grain from a heap consisting of a confused mass
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of wheat, millet, barley, rye, &c., they sit down in despair
before their accumulated facts. The greatness of Lord
Bacon consisted in the mode in which he dealt with facts,
not in the piling one upon another until a mere descrip
tion of them would have filled a dozen volumes. His
Novum Organum—one of the greatest productions that
the human mind has ever given birth to •— contains
but very few facts, and those of a most simple character;
but the mode in which these are dealt with — the
generalisation from them—it is that marks the wonderful
genius of the man. In our own day, Mr. Darwin is im
measurably superior to all his contemporaries in natural
history for the very reason that he has infused life into a
number of dry facts, which, in the hands of other men,
were unmanageable, and therefore useless, and only
existed in the minds of those who knew them best like so
much mental lumber. I say nothing of whether his
theory is true, because it in no way affects the question
that I am discussing. In any case, the hypothesis is »
splendid illustration of the philosophy of natural science
such as only a man of genius could display. To store the
mind with facts is to make a granary of it, in which a
a great accumulation of very useful matter may bo
stored, but which, while it remains there, is of little
value ; whereas the mind should really be a sort of intel
lectual stomach, in which digestion and assimilation
should go on upon that which had been previously taken
in—a process by which mere knowledge is converted into
wisdom. By this means alone can life and vitality be in
fused into dry and otherwise barren facts. The spirit
hypothesis is the philosophy arising out of the innumer
able facts which have been witnessed in connection with
this subject, and that alone it is that renders them of any
value.
In classifying the spiritual phenomena, I shall divide
them roughly into two great classes :
I. Physical.
II. Psychical.
In the former division I include such manifestations
as knockings, rappings, tilting of tables, moving of
articles of furniture, with or without a palpable
manifestation of an intelligence controlling the phe
nomena ; direct spirit-action as it is termed, such a-S
writing or painting on papers.untouched by the medium ,
the palpable appearance of spirit-forms, &c.; and in the
latter, those phenomena which are probably of a high01
character, but oil the whole less convincing to sceptics,
where the manifestations take place through the mediunij ship of some person still in the flesh. These classes w111
require to be again sub-divided, but that arrangement 1
leave until I come to speak of the details.
("To be continued.)
We naturally love freedom, and wc believe things the more
firmly the more profoundly we have inquired into them.
When we find ourselves often called upon in the Scripture,
to “ search them,” to “prove all things,” to “try the spirits;,
when wc see a great part of the New Testament was directec
to u'hole churches, to nil the saints, that is, to the whole bo< J
of Christians; when so much of it is writ in the style of oim
that argues, that descends from that apostolical authority o)
which lie might have commanded those he writes to ; when,
I say, this appeal was made to their reason and understan
ings at thar time, it seems much more reasonable that, 1
succeeding ages, men should have a right to employ tin
faculties in finding out the sense, and examining in the book
*
1'
the Dew Testament. In such matters rmy warn must J"<d
for himself, and every mail must answer to God for the ju(r>
ment that he has made. 'Nor is there any pride in this, tor
man to think according to his understanding, no more tm
to see with his own eyes.—Bishop Burnet.
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Reviews of Books.
All the books and publications reviewed in these pages may be ob
tained at our office, 76, Fleet-street, London, E.C., or will be sent by
post on application by letter enclosing published price.

SIR. II. A. LONG ON COSMOGONY. («)
In Glasgow Mr. Long is one of the best-known men in the

city. Thousands of people congregate around him every
Sabbath-day on the Green, where he is to be seen preaching
the Gospel; and on week-days there is seldom an evening that
he may not be found addressing a public meeting of some |
kind or other. A most indefatigable worker is he, and the
respect in which he is held is commensurate with the zeal
which he displays in his labours. Notwithstanding the large
portion of his time that must necessarily be occupied in
preaching and addressing public meetings, he still manages
to find some spare moments to put his thoughts upon paper,
and give them to the world in the shape of books. And these
volumes are not hurried productions written off-hand, desti
tute of solid thought and laborious care, but frequently works
on which a large amount of time and energy have been
bestowed. We have long been familiar with a volume of his
entitled the “Names we Hear,” which cannot be spoken of
too highly for the research which it displays; and now we '
have before us a little volume upon a totally different sub- .
ject, which, in its way, is equally worthy of commendation.
It deals with, as its name implies, the origin of our race, and
several most important Scriptural facts in connection there
with, and on every page displays the ability of the author.
There is, of course, matter to be found in its pages, with
which we do not altogether agree, but, on the whole, we have
great pleasure in recommending the book.
HOW TO LIVE ON SIXPENCE A DAY (i).
The title of this book contain! a sufficiently accurate descrip

tion of its contents to convey to the reader a correct idea as
to the topics discussed in its pages. The statement that it is
possible for any one to live on sixpence a'day with provisions
at their present price, seems so ludicrous to most persons that
when it is named they imagine nothing can possibly be
intended but an ironical joke. Yet such a statement embodies
a sober and solemn truth, as may be seen by a perusal of
Dr. Nichols’ admirable little book. We need not dwell on
the importance of the subject since that will be admitted
by all. We cannot enter into minute details because the
limited space at our disposal forbids it, all that we can do,
therefore, is to recommend I)r. Nichols’ small work to our
readers, assuring them, while wo do so, that they will find it
true to its title, and will be highly interested with the perusal
of its pages.
BATHING AND SWIMMING (d).
This is another of those little works upon practical subjects

which so frequently issue from Dr. Nichols’ pen. The topic
discussed is of the greatest possible importance to health, and
is treated of with the ability which the Doctor never fails to
display.

MORGAN ON THE SKULL AND BRAIN (rf).
Some years since we perused a most valuable volume, entitled,

“ Phrenology, and IIow to Use it in Analysing Character,”
by Nicholas Morgan, and it struck us at the time as being
(a) “Eve: The Philosophy of Iler Fatherhood Being in Adam.” By
II. A. Long. Glasgow : C. Glass and Co., 85, Maxwell-street.
(t) “ IIow to Live on Sixpence a day.” By T. L. Nichols, M.D., F.A.S.
London : Longmans, Green, Header, and Dyer.
(c) “ Bathing and Swimming Without Danger of Drowning.” By
T. L. Nichols, M.D. Great Malvern : T. L. Nichols.
(d) “The Skull and Brain: Their Indications of Character and Ana
tomical Relations.” By Nicholas Morgan. London, Longmans, Green,
and Co.
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one of the best books on the subj ect of Phrenology that wc had
ever read. The present volume is by the same author, and is
equally deserving of the highest praise. It is professedly a
more elementary work than its predecessor, and, therefore,
perhaps, better adapted to young beginners in the study of
the subject. At the same time it will be found sufficiently
full in its descriptions of the skull and brain to meet every
requirement on the part of those who desire to make them
selves acquainted with the facts and reasonings of phrenology.
It is a neat little volume, beautifully illustrated, and issued at
a price which places it within the reach of all. We can cor
dially recommend it to those who take an interest in this.
subj ect.

GREENWELL ON THE APOCALYPSE (<•).
In all ages in the history of the Church, the prophetic teach

ings of the Apocalypse have proved a source of the greatest
possible interest, and consequently the number of works
written for the purpose of dealing with this question is very
large. Although there can be very little doubt that the
prominent events that have occurred, and are still to occur,
in connection with the nations of the earth, are divinely
shadowed forth in this book, yet there is so much of it in
which the meaning is wrapped up in sublime and awful
figures difficult to be understood by the ordinary mind that
it is questionable whether on this side of eternity we shall
ever thoroughly understand its purport.
Some of it is no doubt tolerably clear, but that a great deal
of it is exceedingly mysterious even those who have devoted
their lives to its study will agree. The work which in this
country is more popular than any other upon the subj ect, and
which is usually considered the best authority among students
of prophecy, is the “Horas Apocalyptic®” of Mr. Elliott.
While displaying the. greatest respect for this book, Mr.
Greenwell, in the little volume under consideration, devotes
himself to the task of refuting its conclusions upon several
points, but more especially that of the two witnesses who are
to prophecy in sackcloth, an event which Mr. Elliott thinks
to have long since passed, but which Mr. Greenwell believes
to be still in the future. This particular branch of the subject
is, perhaps, the most difficult of all to deal with, but, never
theless, Mr. Greenwell, if lie has not proved his point, has clearly
made out a good case. His idea with regard to the future
is certainly not cheering, but, nevertheless, events, judged
of by their present aspects, seem to be tending consider
ably in the direction to which he points. The progress of
Materialism, and its natural outcome, “ the spirit of selfishness
which is the prevailing characteristic of modern society,” he
refers to as “ the curse of the age,” displaying itself on the one
hand 111 scepticism as to the truth of religion, and on the
other in “ a desire for an ornate ritual, and the worship of the
senses.” And all this he predicts will go on increasing until
vital Christianity will become thoroughly extinct, and the
world given over entirely to unbelief. The three unclean
spirits he supposes may represent actual individuals in the
form of Atheists, Jesuits, Revolutionists, etc., and to be work! ing their mischief at the present time. Spiritualism he seems
to look upon as one of the signs of the times, although lie
does not say whether it is to be viewed as a favourable or an
I unfavourable event. His words are :—
“ The strange growth of what is termed 1 Spiritualism ’ is
not amongst the least startling of the many signs of the
times, and we incline to the opinion that it has not received
the attention it deserves : the mere physical phenomena are
frequently confounded with the higher teachings which we
believe arc ultimately calculated to produce great effects.
We arc aware that this subject is usually met with ridicule
and cheap banter, but there is much in it that may well
engage the attention of the thoughtful.”
On the whole Mr. Greenwell's little book is worthy of
praise, and we gladly recommend it to those persons who are
at all interested in the study of prophecy.
(«) ‘‘The Death, Resurrection, and Ascension of the Witnesses Prophe
sying in Sackcloth—a Future Event. Being an Examination of Mr.
Elliott’s theory as contained in the ‘Ilone Apocalyptical.’” By T. W,
Greenwell, Esq. London: W, Ridgway, 169, Piccadilly.
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ranks but a few hundreds of people, cannot preserve a uni

The Dietetic Reformer aims to render important public ser formity of action upon the one solitary question with which

it deals, it is difficult to sec upon what principle an agreement
can be expected amongst Christians who may be reckoned bj
millions, whose religious system has outlived eighteen cen
turies, and the range of whose principles extend to almost
every phase of human nature.
In the little book under consideration Mr. Watts gives his
views of Secularism after “ seventeen years’ study and expe
rience,” and we are content to take his description because
he is perhaps—now that Mr. Holyoakc has virtually retired
the ablest exponent of that form of Secularism which does
i not profess to be necessarily allied with Atheism. Mr. M alt
thinks that a man who believes in God and in a future state
may be a very good Secularist so long as his views of religion
MR. CHARLES WATTS ON SECULARISM. (g)
do not influence his Secular work. Sueli a man would, u
Sbcvlaiiism, although only a few years old, and extremely need hardly say, be a strange anomaly if he could be fount ■
limited in the number cf persons who accept its teachings, Every man who believes in God must look upon himself a.
is yet giving every indication of becoming in a short time ; responsible to God for his actions, and must recognize n
split up into a hundred different sects. The name originated ' worship the very highest aspiration of his soul; must, in
with Mr. Holyoakc twenty years ago, or more, and was | word, place love to God exactly where it has been placed L>'
adopted for the purpose of getting rid of the odium which ;l Christ, as first and foremost among human duties, A
attached itself to the old terms, by which sceptics had been J Secular work will be secondary to this, will be coloured by h
generally known in society. The Secularism proclaimed by and take its direction from it, and will recognize a slander *
Mr. Holyoakc was mild in the extreme, it ignored religion, which Secularism per se rejects. Any union, therefore,
but did not place itself in antagonism to it; and its founder the kind which both Mr. Holyoakc and Mr. Watts wou
seems to have imagined that he had so widened the basis of .I seem to aim at is impossible.
his sect, that it might include within its ranks numbers of
What is Secularism ns laid down in these pages ? It I’1 "
men who believed in Christianity. Of course, such a notion sents itself in two aspects, the positive, comprehending a 80 .
was absurd, because, to use a simile to be found in an old- of ethical code, and the negative, a direct and V1
fashioned book which every form of Secularism professes antagonism to Christianity. The moral law, which it ma a,_
to despise, Two cannot walk together unless they are agreed. its test of right and wrong, is the miserable, shifting, M n .
Still, Mr. Holyoakc being a man whose calm deliberation, the-wisp thing called Utilitarianism, than which 110
reasoning ability, and, above all, respect for the opinions of more unsatisfactory has ever turned up in the history ol
opponents, had procured for him large numbers of friends, world, uuder the pretence of forming the basis of
even among the ranks of those who had no sympathy with conduct. The actions put down in Secularism, as comprisiL
his views, anything that he might have to say would be sure the duties of man, are good enough in their way, but in
to be listened to with respect. Secularism, therefore, first place, they have been every one of them borrowed 11‘Cj
obtained a certain amount of prestige which probably other Christianity, and in the second, they will prove of little il':
wise would never have fallen to its share. The leadership of as taught by Secularists, because they lack that nuthoi. 7
the party calling themselves Secularists soon passed from which not only gave them their principal value, but wn
Mr. Ilolyoakc’s hands, and for an obvious reason; men who formed their necessary basis. The enunciation of 1110 ‘r
reject the healthy stimulus which religion gives to the precepts, however perfect, and however sublime, can lie
emotional side of human nature must seek for some sort of regenerate society. Something deeper than this is licet >
wild excitement or morbid sensationalism as a kind of sub and this something religion, and it alone, supplies. He
stitute, and would, therefore, be in no way satisfied with the any system of morals not based upon religion is like a ’ 1
teaching of a man whose utterances comprised little more of sand.
. y
than platitudes about morals, praise of good actions, and | The negative portion of secular teaching forms, aftei ’
advice to men to labour for the hypothetical greatest hap , its most conspicuous feature. In all parts of the coni
piness of some imaginary greatest number. Mr. Bradlaugh, ' Secularism is known by its antagonism to religion, ant
who devoted himself entirely to the task of pulling down I by any effort that it ever makes to produce a moral
everything that men have held sacred for ages, impeaching' j society. It dignifies its meeting-rooms with the 11
God, tearing the Bible to shreds and tatters, and denouncing' ' “Hillis of Science,” but nothing can be more delusive
Christianity as an obstruction in the path of progress, was . such a title, for science is just the one tiling that is mi
much more to their taste. The consequence was that a new | ever taught in them; and on the solitary occasions when (,f
Gospel of Secularism was proclaimed utterly and entirely : Secularists will not go to listen. Indeed, the ®nJ°n1-my
unlike that which had been framed by the inventor of the' them would not deny that this is the fact, but would can
name. So antagonistic were these two forms of Secularism admit that they preferred something of a more excitinc
,
felt to be, that their advocates fought out a regular pitch racter than the dry details of scientific facts. ‘A, ()f!C
battle, in defence of their respective views. Since that time' . lecturers seldom speak upon any other subject tlian_ >$
two or three other forms of Secularism have been given to the' ' controversial topics associated with religious belief, world, one by Mr. Charles Watts, whose mission appears to occasionally politics, which is, of course, neutral gi
be to correct the errors both of Holyoakc and Bradlaugh, and haying no necessary connection with Secularism.
(l
a still more recent one by Mr. Foote who makes it his business not bringing this as a charge, but simply stating >
to set right all the other three. What Secularism really is, matter of fact, of the truth of which any person ni .
therefore, is not easy to be ascertained. These men talk vince himself if he will take the trouble to do so. °ec““‘oivl s
much and often about the numerous sects into which Chris therefore, practically as it exists in this country, reallj 1 ■
tianity is broken up, and in so doing, considering the present itself into an organization for uprooting Christianity, . j3
state of Secularism, they lay themselves open to be retorted greater part of Mr. Watts’ book, now under consiclei’ e>
on by the tu quoqite argument, which might be appealed to devoted to that purpose. We have not time, 0 , of
with the greatest possible propriety. For if Secularism, neither would it be in place to enter here upon a < <
which is only about twenty years old, and numbering in its the Christian religion against the attacksmade by 1 •
we may just say, however, that we think, despite the ‘ jjng
( f) The Dietetic Reformer and Vegetarian Messenger. London: F. Pit he has generally displayed considerable calmness 1
man, Paternoster-row, E.C.
with the subject, he has occasionally indulged in exp SifUH
(.«) Secularism in its Various Relations. By Charles Watts. London : which bespeak the dogmatism and inaccuracy ol tn 1
C. Watts, 17, Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street.

vice by calling attention to the facts of our food supply, and
to questions affecting the diet, and, therefore, the health, of
all classes. Its appearance is attractive, its cover being illus
trated by an emblematic display of the fruits and grains
which the earth yields in such bounteous plenty for the use
of man. Its contents are varied and instructive; its pages
arc well written and carefully edited. In these days of high
prices and luxurious habits it certainly behoves every one to
examine for himself the important subjects of food and diet.
Those who concern themselves about matters so really essen
tial will find this magazine to their purpose.
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ratlier than the dispassionate statement of a lover of truth. PRESENTATION TO MR. AND MRS. S. C. HALL.
Again and again we are told that Christians worship an in On Wednesday afternoon, the 14tli ult., a distinguished
fallible book, which we need-hardly say is utterly untrue. company assembled at the residence of Mr. Frederick
We are told that no one has proved it even probable that the Griffin, No. 1, Kensington Palace-gardens, to witness
Gospels “ were written by the men whose names they bear,
or within a century and a half of the time to which they the presentation of the testimonial in commemoration of
refer,” that 11 no one 1ms given valid reasons why these Gos Mr. and Mrs. S. C. Hall’s “golden wedding,” and in
pels should be preferred to a number of Apocryphal books recognition of the eminent services rendered by them to
now rejected by all the churches,” that “no Christian can literature and art, and their varied and energetic labours
give a reason for accepting the miracles recorded in these in many good causes. Independent of his reputation as
Gospels, which would not, were he consistent, make him an art critic, Mr. Samuel Carter Hall will be chiefly asso
accept the miracles recorded of Brahma, Buddha, Mohammed, ciated by the public with the Art Journal, a periodical
and the innumerable miracles of the Romish hagiology; ” which has greatly influenced and advanced British art
that “ no Christian can prove that all the principal super and art manufactures, and which was founded by Mr.
human features in the career of his Christ were not copied Hall as far back as 1839. He is also well-known as a
from the much older myths of the Hindoo Christina
all of successful author, and both he and Mrs. Hall largely
which statements are simply wild assertions which the merest assisted in the founding and support of the Brompton
tyro in Christian evidences could contradict. Christian doc Consumption Hospital, the Governesses’ Benevolent
trines are declared to be “ intellectually absurd and self-con
tradictory,” ns well as “morally degrading.” They are said Institution, the Nightingale Fund, the Pensioners’ Emto “ soften and confuse the brain,” and to “ harden and | ployment Society, and other charitable associations.
pervert the heart.” It is surely a sufficient answer to these The subscription on behalf of this testimonial was set on
preposterous and extravagant assertions that the greatest foot in September last, and the result has been the
giants of intellect that the world has ever seen on the one receipt of £1,530 from 580 subscribers. This sum has
hand, and the noblest, purest, and most self-denying charac been laid out in the purchase of a joint annuity of £100.
ters recorded in history, on the other, have not only been An interesting feature was the preservation of tho letters
firm believers in this same Christianity, but have admitted received in answer to the appeal for subscriptions, which
that they found in it the source of their best deeds, their were inserted in a handsomely-bound volume, which con
loftiest thoughts, and their deepest inspiration. The bracket tained also the names of the committee, of whom the
ing together in these pages of “ stupefying beer,” and “ more Earl of Shaftesbury was chairman.
stupefying sermons,” is unworthy of Mr. Watts. lie would
After a few words from Mr. Geo. Godwin, F.S.A.,
have a difficulty in proving that sermons, taking them on the
Lord Shaftesbury presented Mr. Hall with the annuity
whole, were any more stupefying than secular lectures. The
book winds up with a chapter on “ Secularism in relation to documents, and, in doing so, thanked him for the bold
Death,” a melancholy phase of the question, all must admit. and manly line which he had always taken in every
To say nothing of the fear of future punishment beyond the department of literature in which he had been engaged.
tomb, which might be naturally supposed to influence the He thanked him especially for having felt and obeyed the
mind of any one who considered a hereafter probable, the great precept that it is not good for man to be alone,
prospect of dying according to the Secular philosophy is any and therefore he sought out a helpmeet for himself, and
thing but agreeable. There is something so dreadful in the found a woman to help him in Ins career, who brought
bare idea of ceasing to be, that all the philosophy in Secu to him a feminine delicacy and a refined taste, and who
larism or outside it, can never reconcile one’s mind to it, nor had also given to the world a scries of publications of an
enable us to contemplate it without a shudder. Our old and
esteemed friend, Thomas Cooper, described this feeling most instructive, amusing, and elevating kind. Society was
admirably in his great work, the “ Purgatory of Suicides,” also indebted to them both for having furnished to Great
Britain another example of the undeniable truth that
written at a time when he was an unbeliever.
domestic life, established in the early period of man’s
“ Farewell, grand Sun ! How my weak heart revolts
creation in tho all-merciful providence of God, was the
At that appnliug thought—that my last look
refuge and stronghold of morality, honour and dignity,
At thy great light must come. Oh, could I brook
The dungeon, though eterne !—the priest’s own hell,
and the mainstay of nations. (Cheers).
Ay, or a thousand hells, in thought, unshoolc
Mr. S. C. Hall, in reply, spoke at some length. He
Rather than Nothingness! And yet the knell,
I fear, is near that sounds—To conseiousnesss farewell I ”
had been a critic for more than fifty years, and in his
We have already devoted more space to Mr. Watts’ publica i time had reviewed the works of 30,000 authors and artists,
tion than we can well spare, but as it is destined, probably, to but ho had always striven to say as many kindly things
become a sort of text-book among the Secularists, our opinion and as few unkind things as possible. Ho could safely
on its merits will naturally be looked for. We may say in say that in giving pain ho had suffered pain, and in
conclusion, that it is written with the ability which Mr. giving pleasure he had felt pleasure. (Hear, hear, and
Watts never fails to display in his publications, ability which applause.) Ho spoke in most feeling terms of the assist
is, however, being wasted in the attempt to uphold the life ance that he had received from his wife, both in her
less, spiritless, dry and shrivelled - up mummy calk'd domestic and literary capacities, and sat down amidst
Secularism, a thing which no amount of writing and talking loud applause.
can ever galvanize into a living agent capable of influencing
On the motion of Mr. Godwin, a vote of thanks was
the destinies of mankind.
passed to Lord Shaftesbury for presiding.
Tho company included Mr. George Cruikshank, Mrs.
What blockheads are those wise persons who think it Henry Wood, Mr. Gilzean Read, Mr. George Wallis,
necessary that a child should comprehend everything it reads. Mr. Cave Thomas, Mr. Justin Macartliy, Mr. Joseph
Occupation without excitement or interest is mere drudgery, Durham, Mr. Fox, Mr. Benjamin Coleman, Dr. Sexton,
and resembles the labour of brutes.
and a large number of well-known authors and artists.
A garden promenade, which had been arranged to take
Love, like sunbeams, being diffused, is weak and faint; but
contracted to one object, is fervent and calefactory.
place after tho ceremony of presentation, was unfor
tunately rendered impossible by tho rain, which was
Obituary.—Passed away to spirit-life, Arthur, eldest son falling heavily all the afternoon.
of J. Ensiorb Jones, Esq., at Enmore Park, S.E.,011 Thursday,
Echo is the shadow of a sound.
July 1st, 1875.
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Letters & Communications.
Letters for the Editor, Contributions, Subscriptions, Books
for Review, and. all communications having reference either
to the literary, or the business department of the Christian
Spiritualist, must be addressed to the Editor, 75, Fleet-street,
London, E.C.
All correspondents who scud articles relating to sittings,
entraneements, or spiritual phenomena of any kind, must give
dates, localities, and names of the persons present for publica
tion. Unless this rule be strictly complied with the commu
nications will not be inserted. It is due to the public, who,
from whatever cause or causes, arc more or less sceptical
about Spiritualism, that they should be furnished with details
which they can trace and verify ; and if Spiritualists are not
willing to submit their statements to this ordeal, they are
requested not to send them to the Christian Spiritualist.
Communications of every kind must be authenticated by
the name and address of the writer. In the pages of the
Christian Spiritualist as a rule, every article is signed by its
respective author. For such articles as are unsigned the
Editor alone is responsible.
Rejected MS. cannot be returned, or letters answered
through the post, unless stumps are forwarded to cover the
expense.
Contributors arc requested to write in a legible hand and
on one side of the paper only, and to condense their remarks
as much as possible.

SPIRITUAL PORCES MOVE THE VISIBLE WOULD.”—EMPEDOCLES.

AUGUST, 1875.
MR. ROBERT DALE OWEN.
The news which the American papers bring us with

respect to the amiable and illustrious Robert Dale
Owen will be the occasion of grief in the mind of
every Spiritualist and in that of large numbers of
othei- persons. We are taking it for granted that the
announcement of Mr. Owen’s insanity is correct, since,
although. we may even yet hope that it is a hoax, we
fear, that the evidence is too strong to justify us in
coming, to any such conclusion. It seems, from the
fVmc York Evening Post that Mr. Owen has been for
sometime unwell in health, and that he sought to recruit
his failing strength at a water-cure establishment at
Dansville. Here lid seems to have attracted a con
siderable amount of attention, as so eminent a man
naturally would, and to have drawn towards the place
a large number of persons of position and influence
w.ho "were anxious to make his acquaintance. lie
conversed freely upon general topics with such persons,
as came to see him, entering at length into the Katie
King imposition, affirming his unshaken belief in the
reality of Spiritualism, and in all that he did showing
unmistakcable signs that although he was physically
out of health his mental powers were as deaf as ever.
By-findTby, hpyyeyey,'yap^J i.lidications were .seen that
his vigorous intellect was tottering on its throne, and
that he was becoming a victim to the most dreadful
calamity that -ean befall a human being. The full
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account of this most lamentable circumstance is to be
found in the following letter, dated Dansville, June
30th, which appeared in the New York Evening
Post:—

“ For some time Dansville has been the stopping-place of
a distinguished visitor, Robert Dale Owen, the well-known
writer and Spiritualist. lie came here hoping by freedom
from care and trouble to recuperate and repair his shattered
energies, and to enable him to continue his literary labours.
Occupying his time mainly with recreation, for a time nothing
unusual was observed in his conduct, and he was pointed out
as a rather eccentric old gentleman. An upholder of Spirit
ualism and a writer of acknowledged merit, his society was
sought after, and his conversations were coherent and in
structive. Invitations to lecture were occasionally accepted,
and some of your readers will, no doubt, remember the
lecture on “ Spiritualism,” delivered by him not long since
in your city. If any one at that time considered him insane
they failed to give others the benefit of their judgment.
During the past week, however, his eccentricities increased
to such an alarming extent that it became painfully evident
to those that knew him that the great mind of Robert Dale
Owen had lost its reason. His wild, excited actions on Friday
last at the grounds of the Dansville Driving Dark Association
were clearly those of an insane person. Driving furiously
among a crowd of carriages, accosting strangers, and gesticu
lating violently, he was a source of annoyance to his friends,
and a surprise to strangers. His son was telegraphed fol
*
immediately. He reached here Sunday night, and on Tuesday
morning started for his home in Indiana with Mr. Owen.
Mr. Owen is a man over seventy years of age, apparently
strong and healthy, being especially active for a man of his
years. As to the immediate cause of his insanity we can only
conjecture. His life has been one of toil, and any one who
read his chapters of autobiography published from time to time
in the Atlantic Monthly, though they arc remarkably free
from offensive individuality and egotism, will plainly see that
his life has not been void of results. On him as a supporter
of Spiritualism the severest strictures have been placed, and
there seems something of plausibility in the report now
current that the loss of faith in his religion consequent upon
the Katie King expose was the immediate cause of his insanity,
and this theory is supported by facts from his life. Prior to
his embracing Spiritualistic doctrines, he was an Atheist,
and, as every Atheist must, became dissatisfied with himself
and his position. As a relief from this unfortunate condition,
lie fell into n belief in Spiritualism, and in its doctrines his
whole mind and soul became engrossed. Together with
Judge Edmonds, lie has for years been pointed out as the
great decider of Spiritualism in this country. Though nis
position was often assailed, yet he defended Ins cause nobly,
and to the time of Katie King had answered every objection
in a manner satisfactory to himself, if not to the great mass
of the reading public; and his success may be judged of by
the rapid increase of Spiritualism in this country. But his
unfortunate statements were not so easily explained, and it
was perfectly apparent that his own explanations never
satisfied himself: he tried in vain, and could sec no way out
of liis difficulty. Robert Dale Owen was a man who believed
in reasoning, and what he could explain to his own satisfac
tion by reasoning, that lie believed in implicitly: and itis
fair to suppose that it was a great blow which caused him
to lose faith in the; belief which lie had so long and faithfully
advocated and defended, and was thereby chiefly instru
mental in dethroning reason in his great mind; but, however
that may be, and whatever, may havepeen his religious belie ,
the world will lose in him a strong mind, an able reasoiiei,
and the,purest writer of the English language which slic has
seen for years."
That the attack came on very suddenly is <’wal
from the fact that the Hanner of Light prints a series
of extracts from letters received: from Mr. Owen, some
of which boyc date aslg]te as Jupe 18th., Of thg exact
cause of this deplorable malady we have as yet n°
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eating. Addresses were also delivered by Professor New
man and Dr. Nichols which were full of important facts,
and wore listened to with the greatest possible interest.
The subject of my discourse at Cavendish Rooms
on Sunday the 11th, was the “Doctrine of a Future
Life, as taught in the Old Testament.” The weather was
very unfavourable, the rain falling heavily during most
of the evening, Despite this fact the congregation was
good.
I have seldom witnessed a more imposing ceremony
than the presentation of the testimonial to Mr. and Mrs.
S. C. Hall, which took place at tlio residence of Mr.
Griffiths, 1, Kensington Palace-gardens, on Wednesday,
the 14th. There were present many well-known and
distinguished authors and artists, including the “ im
mortal George Cruikshank,” as Mr. Hall facetiously but
not inappropriately called him; Mrs. Henry Wood,
Mr. George Godwin, and many others, all of whom
shewed, by the enthusiasm with which they cheered any
encomium passed on Mr. and Mrs. Hall, how highly
respected were the recipients of the testimonial, by their
fellow-labourers with the pencil and the pen. Lord
Shaftesbury delivered a neat little speech in making the
presentation, and Mr. Hall grew powerfully eloquent,
and brought tears to many an eye in describing the help
Leaves from Editor’s Note-Book, he had received from his wife, and the supreme bliss of
his fifty years of wedded life. After what may be called
The Sunday services wore commenced at Cavendish the business of the day was finished, the meeting resolved
Rooms, according to announcement, on the 27th of June. itself into a kind of conversazione. Unfortunately tlio
A good ninny guinea tickets had boon previously dis day was very wet, which confined the company to the
posed of, so that for the next three months, if I do not j house, otherwise a stroll on the lawn would have proved
receive anything for my labours, at least there is not most agreeable.
likely to be a loss incurred, which, of course, will be -a [ The Spiritual Lyceum at Sowerby Bridge, the only
considerable improvement on Goswell Hall. I stated in Lyceum as far as I know, that has been erected in this
the Christian Spiritualist, and also in the Spiritual \ country, hold its first anniversary on Sunday, the 18th.
Magazine, last month, that I was £13 out of pocket by i I had been invited to open it just twelve months ago,
those services, and matters remain exactly in the same ! but was unable to attend, and having received an invita
condition still. At Cavendish Rooms, 1 repeated, by ' tion to deliver two discourses on the occasion of this first
special request, the discourse on the “ Characteristics and : anniversary, I complied with the request, and travelled
Tendencies of the Age,” that had been given at Goswell into Yorkshire for the purpose. The subjects which I
Hall the Sunday before, and which was printed in the i took for my orations were, in tlio afternoon, the “ Claims
last number of the Christian Spiritualist. There was a of Modern Spiritualism upon Public Attention,” and in
tolerably large congregation, and all seemed greatly _ the evening, “ Objections to Spiritualism Stated and
interested in the subject. On the following’ Sunday I Examined.” In the afternoon there was a large audience,
gave a discourse on the “Doctrine of Metempsychosis,” the place being comfortably filled, and in the evening it
a subject which is just now creating a good deal of inte was crowded to suffocation. Every corner where stand
rest amongst the Spiritualists. The theory of Reincarna ing-room could be found was packed full, and a con
tion I hold to bo preposterously absurd and objectionable siderable number of persons were unable to get inside
in a hundred different ways, and as such I dealt with it the door. The Halifax Psychological Society had
in my discourse. I pointed out the facts from which I suspended its usual meotin g in order to give its members
suppose it has originated, and employed such arguments the chance of being present, and great numbers of them
against it as I think capable of shewing how utterly availed themselves of the opportunity. Friends were
untrue it is. As, however, the discourse will be published, present also from Huddersfield, and other towns in
it is not necessary for me to say more on the subject now. Yorkshire. The meetings were admitted to be the most
The audience was exceedingly good, being, if anything, successful that have ever been held in the place, both in
slightly larger than on the previous Sunday, and there point of the numbers who attended and also in a pecuniary
wore present several well-known Spiritualists. The tone sense, the amount collected at the two services being
of the now organ, which I have secured for the services, | nearly eighteen pounds. The choir is a most efficient
one, and deserves great praise, and the congregation on
was much admired.
The London Dietetic Reform Society has been mentioned both occasions was most attentive. By a special request
before in these notes. It is a new organization, but one of some of the friends, I allowed questions to be asked
which bids fair, hereafter, to become large and powerful. at the close of the evening discourse, although contrary
The first public meeting was held on Thursday, the Sth to my usual plan on Sunday evenings ; but as a matter
ult., at the Quebec Institute, Lower Scymour-street, and of course, this amounted to nothing but aii attempt or
a large number of persons assembled on the occasion. I two to make rambling statements, and the introduction
presided over the mooting, and delivered an address, as of topics utterly foreign to those that had been dealt
chairman, upon the superiority of a vegetable diet, with in the discourse. In fact, I become more and more
entering at some length upon the anatomical and convinced that this discussing aud questioning at the
physiological arguments in favour of Vegetarianism, and close of lectures is both useless and objectionable. A
replied to the fallacies put forward in defence of meat i number of ignorant and conceited nobodies get up and
lijiiumiooa iilll m il ' i ti j/iJouitaifc jj ilti.v jjm .. .....
means of judging. There is, however, no reason to
suppose that it is in any way due to his belief in
Spiritualism, or even to the annoyance that he expe
rienced in having been imposed on by the Holmes’S.
That ill-natured and unscrupulous people will declare
that lie was driven mad by Spiritualism is tolerably
certain, lmt we need attach little importance to such
kind of statements, partaking, as they do, of the
character of idle gossip, or slanderous calumny, or both
combined. There is nothing so unusual in a gentle
man of seventy, whoso brain had been overworked,
becoming insane, that it needs to create much surprise.
And but for the fact that lie is a Spiritualist nothing
would be thought of it. The fact, however, is one
which will occasion intense pain to large numbers of
persons, be the cause what it may. Whether Spiritualism
lias ever produced insanity or not, it is quite certain
that in many cases it has cured it, find we arc not
without hope, therefore, that recovery may be possible
in the case of Mr. Owen.
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talk twaddle about what they don’t understand, or put
questions that are both absurd and irrelevant, while
those persons who might really say something worth
hearing, or ask a question that would elicit some further in
formation, usually sit still and have nothing to say. How
ever, on this occasion, everything passed off very harmoni
ously and satisfactorily. I stayed at the house of Mr. Har
wood, a woollen manufacturer, at Brearley, near Luddenfoot, a gentleman whom I had not had the pleasure of
meeting before, but who used his utmost endeavours to
make my short stay agreeable.
On the following day I went to Morley, where I had
been announced to lecture in the evening. Morley seems
recently to have become somewhat notorious, in conse
quence of the disturbances which the advocacy of
Spiritualism has given rise to. The Rev. T. Ashcroft
has lectured hero once ox- twice against Spiritualism, and
Mr. Lees, the ex-medium from Birmingham, has also
paid a visit to the place, for the purpose of confessing
himself a scoundrel, and declaring that- his previous
mediumship was based upon trickery and imposition.
Both Mr. Lees and Mr. Ashcroft seem to have indulged
in a good deal of wild talk, and to have drawn very
largely on theii- imaginations for their facts. The
former gentleman stated that I had admitted the argu
ments which he and Mrs. Ashcroft were in the habit
of using to be entirely unanswerable; and the hitter said
that he had challenged me again and again to discuss
the subject in public, but that I had refused. I need
hardly say that both of these statements are the very
reverse of the truth. I think the arguments—if they are
worthy of that name—used by this pair of sages, so
utterly contemptible, that the most illiterate Spiritualist
could refute them; and in the case of the challenging,
the boot is quite on the other leg. Mr. Ashcroft has
been asked if he will discuss with me, more than once, on
the Biblical aspect of the question, and lie has always
refused. In order, however, that there shall be no
mistake about this matter in future, I hereby give the
challenge on my own behalf to Mr. Ashcroft, or any
other minister, to debate the question as to the accoidance of Spiritualism with the teachings of the Bible..
And I will take care that a copy of this journal be for
warded to Mr. Ashcroft, so that if he repeats the
statement that he made at Moxley, that I refused to
discuss with him, such assertion will be nothing less than
a deliberate falsehood. Mr. Burns was at Morley a short
time since, and Mr. Ashcroft then put in an appearance
which resulted in a considerable disturbance. The
meeting appears to have broken up in confusion, and
Mr. Burns and the Spiritualists to have been mobbed
and hooted along the streets when they left the Hall.
Indeed it seems to be a general thing here for the Spirit
ualists to be mobbed and yelled at in the public streets.
It was, therefore, expected that my reception would be
of an equally warm character. My subject was “ Spirit
ualism in Harmony with the Teachings of the Scriptures,
and a Powerful Ally of Christianity.” Mr. Ashcroft was
invited to attend, but replied that he was very sorry he
was unable to do so. The gentleman who brought him
to the town, however, was present, and put some questions
at the close of the lecture. The night wag unusually wet,
and the audience, therefore, was not so large as might
have been desired. I spoke fox- two hours, keeping
strictly to the letter of my subject, so as to give no loop
hole of escape to any opponent who might rise when I
had finished. It was announced on the bills that dis
cussion would be allowed at the close, ten minutes each
being given to opponents. Two or three persons rose
and made a few remarks, mostly, however, of quite an
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irrelevant character, mainly objecting, not to anything
that I had said, but to something that had been advanced
by somebody else. Everything, however, passed off very
harmoniously. We had no disturbance, and were sub
ject to no hooting in the street. The meeting, I feel
sure, must be productive of a considerable amount of
good. A long and tolerably impartial report of the lec
ture appeared in the Morley Observer of the Saturday
following, occupying a column and-a-half of the paper,
and containing most of the quotations from Scripture
in full.
On the Sunday that I was absent, my place at Caven
dish Rooms was supplied by my friend Mr. F. R. Young',
of Swindon, who delivered a masterly discourse on “ The
Old and the New.”
THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL AND HIS IDENTITY
WITH CHRIST.
An Outline of a Discourse elelirercd ly the
KEV. GE011GE nvxcAN.

We now approach a very difficult subject.

For more than
two thousand years expositors, Jewish and Christian, have
attempted to tell us who Michael is. All speculations on this
subject are beside the mark unless countenanced by the
Word of God. A careful exegesis of the various references to
Michael which occur in the Word of God will help us in our
investigation of this very intricate theme. We shall attempt
to show that Michael is not a chief angel as some maintain,
is not the highest creature as others aver, but is the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself, as many of our ablest exegetets believe,
and with, to my mind, at least some show of reason.
We shall arrange our thoughts on Michael thus—
I.—His Name.
At this point many difficulties meet us.
1. Why has he a name 1
It was not till toward the close of the Jewish captivity
that an angel of God received a name from the Hebrews,
while, on the other hand the Chaldeans gave all tlicir
angels or tutelary divinities names; they had a pro
found mgelology, because psycho-theology was studied by
them with avidity. The jews were deficient in metaphysics
and psychology, while in moral philosophy and theology
proper they, of course, never had their equal. Angels came
and went, but it was with the God—the supreme Deity—f’ld
not with these lesser powers that the Jews were concerned;
give them Jacob’s God, and angels have no value to them,
only in so far as they cany out the work of the mighty God,
hence they give no distinctive names to the angels. But it
is very clear that during the Babylonish captivity they began
to develop something like an angelogy, as the Apocrypha
abundantly proves. Doubtless, they were taught by their
heathen captors, but this will not account for the introduc
tion of two specific mimes in the highly dramatic work or
Daniel. Which heathen was capable of teaching DanielWhen quite a young man he proved himself the profoundest
philosopher and theologian in Chaldea. Neither Daniel noi
those Jews which dwelt immediately around could be taugm
anything in theology by heathens. In fact, they were so
profoundly Jewish that they often risked both fortunes an<
lives in the maintenance of their opinions and ceremoniesFor Daniel to have accepted the theological teaching of J)11!
heathen divine would have been tantamount to his yicldmb
his claims as a prophet of the living and true God. Besides
the names Michael and Gabriel, which appear in the book o
Daniel for the first time in Scripture, were not given to th
angelic visitors by Daniel himself, but were heard by him 11
vision as applied one to another by the heavenly messeiigei-’
themselves. The names were thus revealed by the nnP, '
themselves, and not bestowed on them by either Daniel or tn
Chaldean philosophers. The mimes were more appelatu
than proper names, not connected with the comniunicatio
then macle only, but with a distinctive work in the economic-
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of providence and grace. Michael and Gabriel had well- Lord, Prince of the kings of the earth, the Prince rather
defined work to do, and were to be brought conspicuously than Captain of the Lord's hosts, Michael the Great Prince.
before us in the New Testament, and, therefore, it was proper God would not thus speak of a mere creature.
He that is the Great Prince is Christ.
that these two should have names.
Michael is the Great Prince.
2. Why has he th is name 1
Therefore Michael is Christ.
It would seem as if a marked distinction was observed
among the angels that visited this earth previously to the era
No title has been so emphatically used as this Great
of Daniel. Take a few instances: Abraham is in the plains Prince.
4. l'our Prince.
of Mature, three angels appear, but one seems to be superior
This title, perhaps, more than any other would lead us to
in dignity and in nature to the other two. lie remains
behind while the other two in the humbler capacity of mes believe that Michael is the Lord Jesus: “ Your Prince,”
sengers go to take cognizance of Sodom, whose destruction “Prince of the house of Judah;” the Son of David; the
they were about to encompass. Wc read of the “ angel of Prince of the covenant people—the one who presides over
the covenant,” “ angel of the Lord's presence,” “ the angel in their states and destinies: “ Who standeth up for the
whom the Lord’s name is,” as different from and superior to children of thy people to protect and deliver them.” He
a mere angel. In the first passage he is identified with the redeems them, and even those that are in the dust shall
Lord Himself; in the second as the Saviour of the covenant be raised up by Him. Michael in these passages (Dan. x.
people, and in the third he is pointedly distinguished from 13-21; xii. 1) is represented as being the all-important per
an ordinary angel. The angel that appeared to Joshua is sonage of the covenant. Their prince—Christ—was to be given
characterized at once as the “ Lord,” and the “ Captain of as a “ prince ” and leader of the people. Therefore Michael
the Lord's hosts.” These distinctions led the way up to must be Christ. These titles singly, and in their combina
Michael. This name appears twice in Daniel, once in Jude, tion, we think .can be applied to Christ, and to Christ alone.
and once in the Book of Revelation. It was familiarly used
III.—His Appearance.
by Jewish Rabbins. These divines held that Michael sat on
We have a portrait of Michael in the Book of Daniel, and
the right of God, Gabriel on the left, Raphael behind, and we have a portrait of Christ in the Apocalypse of John, we
Uriel in front. They tell us that Michael, however, was the shall compare these and we shall find by their marked resem
chief and leader of the archangels, that he was God’s peculiar blance that they most probably refer to one and the same
angel and prince of the world. Some of the earliest fathers person. “ And I looked, and beheld a certain man in linen,
held the same view, but the divines of the Reformation very whose loins were girded with fine gold of Upliaz, his body
commonly held Michael to be a name of Christ. The word also was like the beryl, and his face as tlic appearance of
Michael means, “ Who is like God?” and seems to point to lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his
the supreme Lord, and in a way very common among the feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his
writers of the early part of the Old Testament. “ Who is words like the voice of the multitude ” (Dan. x. 5-6). Compare
like Thee among the gods, (J Lord ? " “ Who is like the Lord these words with Rev. i. 13-17 : “And in the midst of the can
among the sons of the mighty?” such an ascription of divine dlesticks one like unto the Son of Man, clothed with a
power when turned into a personal appellation seems to garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a
imply that the qualities expressed in it belonged to the golden girdle. His head and liis hair were white like wool,
the person. As a distinguishing epithet; it can apply only to as white as snow, and his eyes were as a flame of fire, and
Christ who actually possesses the unrivalled attributes of his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace,
God. He has the name which is above every name. He is and his voice as the sound of many waters.” Also, Rev. ii. 18:
Michael and He alone can bear that name.
“ These things saitli the Son of God who hath his eyes like
unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like unto fine brass.”
II.—His Titles.
Such was the glorious person that appeared first to Daniel,
• These arc at least four, and very important ones.
and then to John. Let us ask what was the effect of such a
1. Archangel.
In our religious phraseology we often use this word in the vision upon the prophets ? Daniel fell helpless to the ground
plural, but really there is but one archangel. The word as if he had swooned; John, lie fell to the ground as if dead.
occurs only twice in the Bible—once in 1 Thess. iv. 16 : The voice came to Daniel, “Eear not! ” The voice came to
“ 'With the voice of the archangel; ” and in Jude v. 9: John, “ Fear not!” Daniel had avision of tlic tilings that
were to be: John had a vision of the things that must shortly
“ Michael the archangel.”
come.to pass. The vision in Daniel cannot refer to Gabriel,
Christ has the voice of the archangel.
because with him the prophet discoursed familiarly, but when
Michael is the only archangel.
he had the vision of the glorious one, then all strength left
Therefore Michael is Christ.
Gabriel is never called an archangel, neither are any of him, and those that were with him fled in abject terror.
those creatures of Jewisli.fancy called archangels in Scripture. Both visions refer to the one person, the true Michael, Jesus
Christ is an archangel. Michael is an archangel. What is Christ, who is Son of God and Son of Man.
IV.—liis Work.
the conclusion ? Either that Christ has not a name which is
Two distinct kinds of work are mentioned.
above every name, or that Michael is a designation of
1. The protection of Israel.
Christ.
This work we have already seen was performed by him and
2. Mead of the angel princes.
spoken
of as his assigned task. He was the “Lord,” “Angel
So ought the words to be rendered which have puzzled
many minds—“ One of the chief princes,” Dan. x. 13. These of the Covenant,” “Angel of his presence,” “Prince of the
words seemed to favour the idea that Michael was only an Lord’s hosts,” &c. We can trace his presence and his active
exalted creature; but rendered as they ought to be then the interference in all the affairs of Israel. He is the protector,
words are wholly in keeping with our position that Michael is reprover, and deliverer of Israel throughout. One passage
more than creature. Chief, head, leader of the angel princes in Jude which refers to Michael has long been a hard nut for
—the angels are Christ's angels; “ Son of Man with all His critics to crack. What are we to understand by the body of
Moses ? Are we to understand by it the old law, just as we
holy angels.”
The Jews held this title of Michael to indicate superiority understand the new by the body of Christ ? Moses and Christ
to others who were essentially of the same class. But the are never placed in opposition but in antithesis. If we turn
word is used to exhibit the relationship of the Michael to the to Zechariah we will, perhaps, get the key to the meaning of
angels; he is their chief, leader, archangel. The term, like this perplexing passage: “ And he showed me Joshua the
archangel, is never used in the plural, and is applied to one high priest, standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan
standing at his light, hand to resist him, and the Lord said
person, and that person is Michael.
unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan, even the Lord
3. threat Prince.
We know this is a famous title of the Lord Jesus. He is that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee” (Zech. iii. 12).
the Prince of Peace, Prince that cometh in the name of the Here at least we have the persons—first Michael, whom we
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have seen to be the angel of the Lord, and secondly Satan; ,
again, we have the rebuking, and we have also the exact form
of the rebuke. What, then, was the occasion of this rebuke ? I
Had it anything to do with the body of Moses ? Certainly,
everything to do with it. Joshua was strenuously attempting
to restore the Church and State of the Jews—called by Jude
the “ body of Moses”—a figure common in those days, and I
everywhere found in the New Testament Scriptures. The [
faithful protector of Israel was present, and he rebuked I
Satan in God’s name. The word is did aot, not “ durst ” not
rebuke thee; “ The Lord rebuke thee,” said Michael. Michael
was here faithful to his charge over Israel, whom he had re
deemed and borne all the days of old.
2. The overthrow of Satan.
In Rev. xii. 7, we read: “And there was war in heaven:
Michael and his angels fought against the dragon ; and the
dragon fought and his angels and prevailed not, neither was
their place found any more in heaven.” There are no exe- i
getical difficulties about this passage, though it has a most !
formidable appearance. The war in heaven simply means
war in “ high places,” such as took place between Jesus and
Satan; the latter is represented on earth by a sevenfold
diadem—that is, kings arc in his favours, a third of the stars
—the spiritual lights or religious instructors—were extin
guished by his dark counsels, and hence the hollow hypocrisy
of our Lord’s time. Jesus fought Satan on the high plain of
spiritual things ; in heaven, as we have it, he with his angels
who were ever with him, fought Satan and his legions, and
by his resurrection he trampled over, spoiled, and made an
open show of principalities and powers—Satan was cast out
of heaven; his power is still felt, but he is doomed, and he
now struggles in the paroxysms of despair. The point to
which I wish to call your attention is the fact that Michael
is here the Saviour and champion of God’s people ; Christ is
our Saviour, and Christ is our captain, and therefore Christ
and Michael must be two names for the one person. Again,
the angels are called Michael’s angels. Now, Jesus always
claimed the angels as His: The Son of Man will come, and
all his holy angels with him. The identity of the claims
proves the identity of the persons. The term angel or arch
angel must not frighten us, because these terms arc elsewhere
applied to Christ. The sacred writers have not recorded a
more fitting title for Christ than Michael, “Whois like God!-”
The name indicates the Almighty power of Him who is not
only our Saviour but our protector. 1 Ic has conquered in
heavenly places that we might reign with Him far above the
reach of Satan’s malice. He has triumphed gloriously, and
His people are free—free with that liberty wherewith Christ,
our great Michael, has made us free.
DR. SEXTON’S DISCOURSES.

It will be in the recollection of our readers that in October

last we announced in these columns that the editor would
issue a volume of Discourses on Spiritualism and Cognate
Subj ects as soon as a sufficient number of subscribers should
be obtained for the purpose. There seemed to be a great
demand for these as a large number of applications had been
made for the separate discourses, more especially the two
lectures given at the Crystal Palace, since printed in the
Spiritual Magazine, and some others. Accordingly, the an
nouncement was made that the volume would be issued in an
attractive form at 5s. a copy to lion-subscribers, but at the
following reduced rate to those who chose to send in their
names at once, viz.: a single copy for 3s. Gd.; three for 10s. ;
and seven for £1 Is. We thought these terms sufficiently
liberal to induce large numbers of persons to send in their
names without delay. Since that time we have kept the
advertisement with the list of subscribers in each number of
the Christian Spiritualist, and the result is that a little over
a hundred copies have been thus subscribed for. We cannot
afford to go to press unless at least five times this number of
subscribers is obtained, and as it is useless to keep the list
open month after month, we shall wait till the issue of our
September number to ascertain whether more favourable
results are likely to arise, and if not the scheme must be
abandoned.
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Provincial Intelligence,
LIVERPOOL.
England’s magnificent seaport town—always composed of
the bright and beautiful, and scarcely less of the dark and
dismal, morally and materially—lias been very active of late,

in the cause of Spiritualism generally. Mrs. Tappan has
favoured us recently with four characteristically sublime
addresses in the Concert Hall, Lord Nelson-street, which
were very largely attended by all classes of inhabitants,
chiefly, however, of that section of the respectable middle
rank of society who seem to regard the welfare of the soul
as of more importance than the body, aesthetically or other
wise. Dr. William Hitchman presided—as heretofore—for
the twelfth occasion, and was accompanied to the platform
by Mrs. Nosworthy, Mr. Wason, Mr. John Lamont, Mr.
Priest, Mr. James Burns, and other well-known Spiritualists.
The proceedings passed off with the utmost harmony, friend
ship, and good-will. “Benjamin Franklin” and “ Theodore
Parker ” respectively spoke of the Chairman as their
“honoured and revered friend,” which compliment was
cheered. In fact, the public were evidently pleased alike with
the music of Mrs. Nosworthy and the magic of Mrs. Tappan,
for not a syllable was spoken by any person in disparagement
of the oratory, or the principles and practice of SpiritualismMr. Burns has inaugurated the “House-warming” of the
new Spiritual Hotel, at 33 Russell-street, which was attended
by all the leading friends connected with the Faith based
upon knowledge; and beauteous, able, hearty, and eloquent
were the various speeches spoken, both normally and in
trance, of whom Mrs. Tappan was easily the chief in every
respect. Mrs. Fay likewise favoured us when leaving, on the
23rd June, with a light and dark seance, and through her
extraordinarily splendid mediumship in the drawing-room ot
Mr. Archibald Lamont, at 85, Islington, arid in the presence
of Mrs. Nosworthy, Dr. Hitchman, Mr. John Lamont, Rev.
A. Bannister, Dr. Gaillard, Mademoiselle Gaillard, and Mr.
A. Lamont, we saw the most marvellous manifestations—
indeed, jxisiG'n/y thrilling scientific experiments, under the most
stringent test conditions that were ever seen, heard, or read
of ! Spirit hands from time to time caressed us—spirit voices
u-7»ispered in our cars—Mrs. Fay being tied and bound very
securely meanwhile. The mouth organ went on its travels,
with tambourine, bells, guitar, and violin; self-acting knives
or scissors operated various wonders in form, not only m
cutting away the bonds of the medium eventually, but in
artistically evolving pretty and ingenious works m paper, such
as representations of flowers, &c., together witli the great
goblet and water mystery, drinking without hands, or, if need
were, without a mouth, to boot! Mr. James Coates continues
his open-air mission with increasing audiences that seem
more to care for ignorant and impudent “ debates ” concern'
ing ecclesiasticism—conforming or dissenting, and dogmatic
theology, than about a practical investigation of spirit coni'
munion, and the religion of being good and doing good, from
day to day, all the year round. Spiritualism is a science ot
really demonstrative facts, that must be studied in heart and
intellect, eye and ear, for each individuality, or not at all.
This truth was set forth in the essay so exquisitely read to
the Discussion Society by the queen of elocutionists, Ml’®Nosworthy, and ably supported by Mrs. Priest, and othei
good speakers, as well as cultured souls. For twelve months
past the platform of Islington Assembly Rooms has now heed
regularly attended by Dr. Hitchman as a lecturer or speakci
on Modern Spiritualism, in all its scientific and ethical aspects.
Liverpool Psychological Society is not less justly indebted, t
Mr. John Priest, and Mr. John Lamont, for a protracte
series of most excellent religious and philosophical discourses
on the Destiny of Man, his duty in this life, and preparatioi
for the spirit-world, practically as well as theoretici'H),
socially, mentally, or morally considered. Probably no 7°"
in the kingdom, not even the metropolis itself, is so rich
splendidly-gifted mediums, of either sex, as is that of Inveipool at present. Every phase of Spiritualism can be witness©
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demonstratively in the most conclusive manner, without, fee
Or reward. Some of tlie best trance mediums, and the best
physical mediums, for materializations or addresses are to be
found amongst the wives and danghters of our merchants. I
May real spirituality of soul in the inner life bo reflected '
outwardly to the world of materiality, and prove the value of i
Spiritualism invincibly!
LEICESTER.

|

We copy the following from the Leicester Daily Mercury of I

the 15th idt :—
“ The following is the first quarterly report of the Leicester |
Society of Spiritualists, presented at the quarterly meeting, {
held in the Society's meeting-room, Silver-street, July Sth,
1875 :—-The Committee beg to submit their first quarterly
report for your approval. It will be remembered by some :
friends that Spiritualism has had an existence in Leicester
for a long time, and that private circles have been formed as
the subjects gained popularity. Among the friends who
have been the pioneers in bringing Spiritualism before the
Leicester public may be mentioned Mr. and Mrs. Muir and
Mr. J. K. Smith. The latter gentleman held a public seance
at his residence in Bond-street, and devoted much time to a
careful investigation of the subject, being the means of .
demonstrating the truthfulness of Spiritualism to the minds
of many. It was Mr. Smith who introduced Mr. Morse, the
celebrated trance-speaking medium to the public of Leicester.
Later on public seances were opened at the houses of Mr.
W. Burdett, Noble-street; Mr. Grimes, Grove-street; Mr.
Ilawkins, Gower-street, and in other parts of the town, and
these have been the means of promoting, to a great extent,
an inquiry into Spiritualism, ft will also be remembered
that Dr. Sexton visited.Leicester, and delivered three orations
in tho Temperance Hall, in November of last year, ably j
demonstrating the truthfulness of Spiritualism. These have
resulted in the formation of this society; and if no other
results are traceable to the Doctor’s visit, the formation of
this society is a grand return for time and money expended
in securing such a talented and able advocate. As a society
we have had to work in the. face of difficulties. Since its
formation, we, through religious bigotry and other causes,
have had to remove twice from rooms we had taken, but
now, I am happy to say, that the committee have secured a
very suitable room in the centre of the town for the society’s ,
meetings, You have also elected a good working committee. I
The society sustained a great loss when our late president,
Mr. Wonfer, resigned his office, for he was a thorough worker
in the cause of Spiritualism. I am happy to say you have
elected in Mr. Wonfer’s place an energetic worker in the
cause of Spiritualism. A few weeks ago, as you lire aware,
we were honoured by a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Hitchcock,
Mr. and Mrs. Mortin, of Nottingham, wlieii excellent trance
addresses were delivered, and test communications were given
of great value to members who attended the meetings, and
these friends have left a promise to visit Hie society again on
some future occasion. During the time tho society has been
in existence, we have had many successful meetings, and at
these meetings instruction of great value has been given by
our unseen friends, together with promises of success. Con
sidering the difficulty of forming a society, we have done well,
and there is every prospect of dOiujj.^^CiiAitLEs Bt'kimf-r,
Secretary.”
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TIIE FRIENDSHIP OF BOOKS
*
Yes, truly Maurice, books indeed arc friends,
If we but rightly use them to right ends :
Choose fit companions for our solitude,
And hold high converse with the wise and good 1
The words they speak in ever-varying tone
Are full of life which wc may make our own.
Books make us heirs of all the past, they trace
The language, manners, thought of every race ;
They are as mirrors, wherein we may see
What men have been, what we ourselves must be;
The eternal order of the world—the laws
Which bind in sequence the effect and cause ;
The wondrous methods by which God has wrought
Through every age, and in all human thought!
They tell what men have nobly dared and done,
The sufferings bravely borne, the victories won
For God and for the truth, and human weal.
They stir our sympathies, and make us feel
The touch of Nature that makes all men kin,—
One in their glory, one, alas! in sin ;
One with our fellow-men of every time,
Of every tongue and creed, in every clime.
They cheer us in our sadness—to us bring
Some genial pleasant fancy, or they sing
I n low and tender, sweet and solemn strain,
Melting our gloomy mood, lulling our pain.
With gorgeous music Milton fills the air;
And Spencer with, imaginations fair
Adorns the Palace of the mind; the, while—
Great Prospero in our enchanted isle,
Charms and controls by his so potent art,
And rules the reason, while lie sways the heart.
Books help to mould our thought to forms more true;
The truths they teach though old arc ever new,
As when we read thy pages, Maurice, we feel then,
Though men make heroes, it is God makes men.
Would God that men like thee were living now,
To shame our base idolatries ! But thou
A guiding star to many souls must be,
Not here alone, but in Eternity I
T. S.

National Fruit . Cultube.—As a matter of increasing
national concern, which affects not one class only, but every
inhabitant of these islands, the. Vegetarian Society has been
calling our attention to the importance of national fruit
culture. Nothing but good, we should think, can come of its
doing so, The question of food supply of Great Britain has
not received that attention which its importance warrants.
Large areas ,of land aye devoted to a purpose which affords
the lowest yield in food produce of any—that of cattle breed
ing to supply the demand of the butcher. Other extensive
tracts of land are occupied with the production of grain for the
use of the maltster—an ablolute waste, viewed in the light of
national economies, agh'irist which every intelligent citizen
needs to protest. Other large areas are lying unfilled to no
one’s profit. Throughout tho kingdom are many thousands
of miles of hedgerows and of abutting-space along our high
ways; river-ways, canal-ways, and railways, yielding rarely
any food product whatever, where continuous lines of fruit
trees might be planted. The advantages of-shelter, fruit, and
beauty, are all in favour of this course. Is it too.much to
Uxiim.ii-r. -Unbelief is the occasion of all sin, and the very I earnestly urge on idl the patriotic duty of cultivating the soil
bond of iniquity. It does nothing but darken and destroy. of Great Britain so as to afford the inasiiumn yield of; food
It nuike-s the world a moral desert, where no Divine footsteps for the daily increasing population which dwells on its sur
are heard, where no angels ascend and descend, where no
V ' Can'we do pettcr than direct the attention of all who
living hand adorns the fields, feeds the fowls of heaven, or face
hold, rent, or till any portion of land, however small, to the
regulates events. TJius it makes nature, the garden of God, costlessness .and productiveness—ilia word, the patriotic duty
a mere autopiatpn, and the history of Providence a fortiiitous | of nationalfritit,culture 1
succession of events; man a creature of accidents, and prayer
r.j—iii.l'itmt liMi'tf n
<nn imbwoJ.-ui:i itp.cless ccrem.oiiy. It |inniliilates evei; the vestiges of heaven
• Suggested by a posthumous work of the late ProfcGorMiuirile lietiffrig
that still remain Upon the eaftli, and stops flic way to every
.
the
above
title.
higher region.—Kriunmacher.
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The Gleaner.

Notices to Correspondents,

Friends in the various parts of tlic country will oblige the
Mr. and Mils. Fay have at length returned to their home Editor by forwarding to him newspapers issued in their

in the United States.

respective localities that may happen to contain any matter

Pkofessok William Denton, an eminent American Spirit likely to prove interesting to Spiritualists, or in which state

ments may have appeared of an incorrect character—a very
ualist, is expected to visit England next year.
occurrence—regarding Spiritualism. The paragraphs
Mit. William Chookes, F.R.S., has commenced the pub common
lication of a weekly scientific newspaper, entitled, 2’Ae Elec to which attention is called should be marked to save trouble.
trical News.
A copy of the Christian Spiritualist will be sent by the
Bit. Roheht T. Hallock, a well-known Spiritualist in Editor to any Address in Great Britain and Ireland for twelve
New York, has arrived in this country, and has recently been months, on pre-payment of 2s. 6d. in stamps. As it is highly
desirable that copies should be distributed gratuitously in
speaking in London.
quarters where they arc likely to have a beneficial effect,
The Leicester Chronicle of June 19th contains a lengthy and donations for that purpose will be thankfully accepted.
most favourable review of the Spiritual Magazine and the
Christian Spiritualist.
Mb. D. D. Home is at Acqui, in Italy, suffering, as he says,

great pain, but hoping for “ the return of sensation in the
parts that were paralysed.”
The Hanner of Light of June 19, contains some verses by
Mr. J. J. Morse, the well-known English trance-medium,
entitled, “ I may not be a prophet.”
Mit. Mahtheze, of Brighton, has gone to Holland, accompanted by Mr. Sadler, with the object of introducing the
phenomena of Spiritualism to some Dutch scientific men.
Dn. Sexton was recently unanimously elected a member
of the “ Victoria Institute or Philosophical Society of Great
Britain,” having been admitted an Associate two years since.
The statement has been made, on the authority of the Presi
dent of the Assembly at Versailles, that the late Count de
Remusat was a Spiritualist. At all events he was a straight
forward, practical Statesman.
We arc sorry to hear that an attempt to form a society of
Spiritualists at Cape Town, South Africa, has failed. We
sympathise with our friend and Correspondent, Mr. W. L.
Sammons, of 18, Flein-street, Cape Town, whose zeal is so
well known to us.
A svBScnirTiON list for the benefit of Mr. Firman, who has
recently been imprisoned in Paris, has been opened. Miss
Kislingbury. of 38, Great Russell-strcct, Bloomsbury-square,
London, is secretary of the fund, which, by the way, is being
raised quite independently of the National Association of
Spiritualists.
A Monthly Journal and Review, entitled, The Medical
Inquirer, has been started as the organ of the movement for
the repeal of the Contagious Diseases Act, a fact we mention,
not because of its connection with Spiritualism, but because
we know a great many Spiritualists to bo interested in this
subject. The publishers arc Triibner and Co., and the
price is threepence.
The New York Sun says:—Mrs. Cora Tappan and Mrs.
Conant arc Spiritual mediums who profess to speak inspira
tionally. Almost simultaneously Mrs. Tappan in London,
and Mrs. Conant in Boston, delivered addresses purporting
to conic from the late Judge Edmunds, and so conflicting in
substance that the Spiritual Scientist declares: “ The con
clusion is inevitable that a spirit, speaking through one of
these mediums, wilfully falsified when lie declares himself as
Judge Edmunds.”
Among the numerous American ministers now spending
their summer vacation in Europe, is the Rev. Cluiuucy Giles,
the President for the current year of the General Convention
of the New Jerusalem Church (Swedenborgian)' in the
United States. He is the author of “ The Nature of Spirit,”
and other books, which have been widely circulated in this
country, and is the editor of the -Vive Jerusalem Messenger, the
organ of the denomination in America. His co-religionisis
in London are arranging a public meeting to celebrate his
visit to England.

Fund for carryinc/ on .Dr. Sexton's Sunday Evening Services.
Received:—
Propagandist Fund for sipporting the Spiritual Magazine
and Christian Spiritualist, and for enabling Dr. Sexton to visit
provincial districts for the purpose of delivering lectures on Spirit
ualism where no societies exist, or where Spiritualists are too poor
to pay a lecturer s fee. and other expenses, consequent upon pubhc
meetings. Received:—
Jonah Mason.—1. The Greek word AET, often engraved on
articles ofjewellery, means “ for ever." 2. Mizpah was the name
of the monument raised by Jacob and Laban in token of their
reconciliation.
Enquirer.—Dr. Sexton's Discourse on “ Messrs. Moody and
Sunkey ” will be forwarded post free on the receipt of 6W- i"
stamps. The Crystal Ralace Lectures on 11 Spiritualism," now
appearing in the Spiritual Magazine, will be issued in a sepa
rate form very shortly. The price of the volume will be halj-acrown.
Charles T. (Norwich).— Your lines are not good enough to be
inserted in our columns. They contain all kinds of faults. Tor
instance, you say 11A tear-drop glistened in your cycn." Mow ij
you use this obsolete plural word for eyes, you should spell it cor
rectly. Shakespeare and Spencer both spelled it eyne. Rut why
the plural word at all ? One tear-drop cannot glisten in two eyes.
Thot the11 grinning skeleton," “ grim and bare of flesh"—whicn
most skeletons are, ley the way—inviting the young lady to “ come
to bliss," is rather comic than pathetic.
Joseph King.—The book is not worth reading. The argu
ments—if arguments they can be called—that it contains against
Christianity have been- answered a hundred times. Read “ Thomas
Cooper's Eridge of History over the Gulf of Time."
An Atheist.--JZ)
*.
Gillespie's “ Argument Apriori," has never
been answered, and never will. .It is simply unanswerable. -Jt
the same time, proofs of the existence of God are not needed; man s
own conscience and moral nature testifies to the existence of.a
moral Governor. This of itself is sufficient—as it always has
been—to prevent the- spread of Atheism to any extent. Religion
is as natural to humanity as eating and drinking, and no amount
of writing and talking is likely to affect it very seriously.

Books, Magazines, etc., Received.— The Question, Is
the Doctrine of the Trinity Scriptural? Answered by lie
marks on the ‘ Logos,’ or the Word that was with Gocl,” by
llenry Clark (Croydon : J. W. Ward). “ Revue de Psychologic
Experimcntale ” (Paris: Bureau de la Revue). “ Kevuc Spirit c
Journal D’etudcs Psychologiques ” (Paris: Bureau Rue de
Lille.) “(American) Spiritual Magazine” May (MemphisBoyle and Chapman). “Dietetic Reformer,” July (London:
F. Pitman). “Englishman’s Magazine” July (London:
Englishman Office). “ Eve, the Philosophy of her Fatherhood
being in Adam,” by II. A. Long (Glasgow: Charles Gias-'
and Co.) “ Man Contemplated Physically, Morally, Bit-ellectually, and Spiritually,” by the late J. W. Jackson; witn
Memoir, by liis Wife (London : J. Burns). “ The English
man” (weekly); “The Ticlibornc Trial (weekly) (London.
Fleet-street).
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THE SKULL AND BRAIN; their Indications of
JL Character and Anatomical Relations. By Nicholas Morgan,

Author of “ Phrenology, and How to Use it in Analysing Character,” &c.
London: Longmans & Co.
“ This curious but interesting work deals with the organs of the Skull
and Brain as indicative of Character and AnatomicalRclations, with sin
gular ability.—Evening Standard, July 5tli, 1875.
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Street, Cavendish Square, London,

(Accompanied with a Religious Service)

Arc delivered regularly in tlic above Rooms by

“ CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST.”

GEORGE SEXTON, M.A., LL.D.
The Service commences • precisely at Seven' o'clock. The
Discourse begins at about half-past Seven. Free Admission.
A portion of the Service is conducted by Mr. F. 31. Parkes.

The Subject of each Discourse is advertised in the Timex,
and other papers, oil the Saturday preceding the Sunday on
which it is delivered.
Donations will be thankfully accepted to help to meet
the necessary expenses.
Frederick Mavricb Sexton,

75, Fleet Street, E.C.

London............................. Messrs. Smart & Allen, London House Yard,E.C.
,,
.................... Mr. J. Burns, 15, Southampton-row.

,,
....................Mr. M. Pittman, 2, Silver-street, Notting-liill.
Manchester ....................... Mr. J. H. Jones,16, tSretford-strect.
,,
.................... Mr. J. Brown, 162, Broughton-road, Salford.
,,
....................Mr. Edwin Kelty, 23, Medlock-strcet, Ilulme.
,,
.................... Mr. J. Gilbert, Book Stall, Temperance Hall,
Grosvcnor-strect.
Newcastle-on-Tyne ......... Mr. E. J. Blake, Grainger-Street.
Nottingham....................... Mr. Sweet, 21, Broad-street.
Northampton.................... Mr. Rushton, Gold-street.
Parkgate ...........................Mr. Carlisle, Postmaster.
Preston.............................. Mr. John Harkness, 31, Church-street.
Buckley ...........................Mr. W. F. Gaunt, Chemist
Seghill, Northumberland...Mr. J. Fenwick, Barrass-row.
Swindon (New) ................ Mr. Gregory, Faringdon-strect.
,,
(Old) ................ Miss Ann, Crickladc-strcet.
Worcester ....................... Mr. Morgan, Little Angel-street.
Other names, if sent to us by readers or booksellers, will be inserted.
Readers and subscribers would greatly oblige us if they would make inauiries of booksellers and newspaper agents, as to their willingness to allow
reir names to appear as selling the Christian Spiritualist. Show bills
can always be got direct from our Publisher in London, and should be
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ANKS & SNELL, Newspaper, Book, and General

STEAM PRINTERS, arc prepared to Estimate. Entirely new Typo
and Machinery. From 12 to 15 per cent, under most houses. Printers of
the Christian Spiritualist and sundry works. Special advantages are
offered for the benefit of Advertisement pages.
Estimates and specimens of Type forwarded on application.
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Now ready, price Sixpence.

A N IMPARTIAL REVIEW OF THE REVIVAL
LX' MOVEMENT OF MESSRS. MOODY AND SANKEY.
A Discourse delivered in Goswell Hall, London, on May 16th, 1875, by

DR. GEORGE SEXTON,
London: Smart and Allen ; and Christian Spiritualist Office, 75. Fleetstreet.

Sent post free on receipt of Six Stamps.
PHOTOGRAPHY; a la Seance, by Magnesium Light,

JL or otherwise, as may be desired. On Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays, by appointment. Fee, ONE GUINEA per SITTING. Addrses,
F. Parkes, 6, Gaynes Park-terrace, Grove-road, Bow.

Price Sixpence.

THE day OF PENTECOST AND. ITS PHENO-

JL MENA. A Sermon-Lecture delivered at Goswell Hall, Goswcll-r Mid,
London, on Whit-Sunday Evening, May 21th. 1874, by Frederic Rowland
Minister of the Free Christian Church, New Swindon, and formerly
Editor of the Christian Spiritualist.
Young,

London:
E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-l;me, and Office of the Christian Spiritualist,
' 75, Fleet-street.

A UNITARIAN’S CONFESSION OF FAITH, Con-

XJL corning God, Jesus, Salvation, the Bible, and the Future Life. By
Sixteen pages. Price One Penny. Free by post from
the Author, Crosshill, Glasgow, on receipt of one penny stamp. *
John Page Hopps.

CHRIST;

A “ RESERVED TRUTH.”
A SERMON
Delivered before the congregation of the Free Christian Church, Swindon
New Town, on Trinity Sunday, May 23, 1875, by

The best Book for Inquirers—-Third Edition, price 3s., with Appendix.

W

HERE ARE THE DEAD ? or, SPIRITUALISM
EXPLAINED. By Fritz. Price 3s.
London : J. Burns, 15, Southampton-row, W.C.

FREDERIC ROWLAND YOUNG,
Minister.
PRICE SIXPENCE.
London : E. F. Whitfield, 178, Stand; and the Office of the Christian
SpirilucHiet, 75, Fleet-street.

PHOSPHORUS NERVE AND BRAIN FOOD.

Its

X great importance as an element of diet for all “ Brain-workers : ” and
persons physically and mentally “ below par.” A pamphlet sent post-free
for two stamps, addressed to S. Birlcy, Esq., 3, Barnard’s Inn Chambers^
Ilolborn, London,
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Price Twopence.

f1 OD AND IMMORTALITY, viewed in Relation to
vX MODERN SPIRITUALISM. A Discourse delivered in the City

IF A MAN DIE SHALL HE LIVE AGAIN ?

Hall Saloon, Glasgow, on Sunday Evening, February 23rd, 1873, by
GEORGE SEXTON, M.A., LL.D.

An Oration delivered at Goswell Hall, London, on Sunday Evcniiur,
January tlth, 1874; and, SPIRITUALISM AND ITS CRITICS, a por
tion of an Oration delivered in the Co-operative IIa.ll, Bury, on Tuesday
Evening, February 24th, 1874.

WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR.
Price Threepence,

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF MACBETH.
A Lecture delivered before the Psychological Society of Glasgow, on
May 4th, 1869.
“The lecture is a full, careful, and philosophical treatise on the Shaksperian tragedy. Dr. Sexton makes the most patient analysis of the
character of the Thane; and in his conclusions, generally speaking, the
student will readily acquiesce.— The. Era.
Price Sixpence.

LIFE ASSURANCE, ITS ASPECTS AND ITS
CLAIMS.
“ We must admit that it-is a production of singular ability.”—The News.
“ The arguments in favour of Life Assurance are the soundest, strongest,
most convincing, we have ever had placed before us. They arc unanswer
able.”—Constitutional Press.

Trice Eighteenponce.

HOLLINGSWORTH AND MODERN POETRY.
With Selections from Hollingsworth’s Poems in the Anglo-Saxon
language.
Dr. Sexton’s Essay is interesting alike for its advocacy of truth as the
ultimate test of beauty, and for the sterling knowledge of books and book
men which peeps out on every page.”—Jiiolorjical Review.
“Dr. Sexton has succeeded in the task of making us familiar with the
poet, and of fully appreciating his works; the poet, who is fortunate
enough to have an editor as zealous, jealous, and able as the editor of
‘ Hollingsworth’s Works,’ need not be apprehensive of the coldness or
neglect of the world.”—Constitutional Press.
Third Edition, cloth lettered, price Is.

Price Ono Penny.’

A DEFENCE OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM.
Being the Opening Speech of Dr. Sexton in a Debate with Mr. G. W.
Foote, held at the New Hall of Science, Old-street, London, on Tuesday
and Thursday Evenings, March 21th and 26th, 1874.

Now issuing in Parts, Sixpence each, to be completed in One Volume,
Cloth Lettered, Price 5s.

THE LUNGS IN HEALTH AND DISEASE.
Comprising the Anatomy and Physiology of the Organs of Respiration, and
the Diseases to which they are liable, with Eclectic and Hygienic Treat
ment, showing that Consumption is not incurable.

PORTRAITS OF DR. SEXTON.
Large Photograph, for Framing, 5s. Carte-dc-Vbito, Is.
May be had at the Office of the Christian Spiritualist, 75, Fleet-street,
London, E.C.
In the Press, and will be shortly published in one volume, handsomely got
up, and printed on tone paper, entitled,

ANGELIC REVELATIONS
ON THE

ORIGIN, ULTIMATION,

AND DESTINY

OF Tl-IE

IUustrated by the experiences of “ Teresa Jacoby,” now an Angel in the
tenth state.

VACCINATION, USELESS AND INJURIOUS.
“A splendid specimen of sound logic, good sense, and perfect reasoning.
Wherever a branch league is formed, Dr. Sexton’s work should form a
part of Anti-Vaccination literature.”—Medical Freedom.
“ Dr. Sexton is a master of the subject, and he has here made a complete
exposure of the worthlessness of Vaccination as a preventive of small-pox.
The injurious consequences of the practice of poisoning the blood, and the '
absurdity of the Vaccination theory, arc treated in a forcible and interest- :
ing manner. Every Anti-Vaccinator •who wishes to have an answer to the
objections of opponents, and strong reasons for opposing Vaccination,
should procure Dr. Sexton’s lecture.—Co-operator.

Contents.

1.—The Unity of God.—Incarnation of Deity.
,, 2.—The Unity of the Human Spirit.—Union of Souls.
,, 3.—Appearances of the Human Spirit, and Residences in the
Spiritual World.
,, 4.—Spiritual Science.—Science of the Kingdom of God.
., 5.—The Purpose of God in Creation.
,, 6.—The Divine Activity under the Form of Light.
., 7.—The Human Body and Spiritual Planes.
,, 8.—The Planet Saturn and Ceres.
,, 9.—Spiritual Marriages.
,, l<>.-~Spiritual Symbols.
,, 11 .—The Lost Orb. Part I.
<ust Issued, Third Edition, Price Fourpcnce.
,, 12.—'I’hc Angelic Society of Aaron’s Rod.
,, 13.—The Lost, Orb. Part II.
THE ANTIQUITY OF THE HUMAN RACE.
11.—Unity, Ilaimony, and Identity in Heaven.
,. 15.—The Lost Orb. Tait III.
,,
16
to 30,- -Experiences of a Spirit; containing an Account of the
Price One Penny.
Birth, Parentage and Death of Teresa Jacoby, with her
experiences in tlie other life up through the states to the
THE CLAIMS OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM ON
tenth in which she is now, and communicates as the Angel
PUBLIC ATTENTION.
Purity.
An Oration delivered at the Cavendish Rooms, London, on Sunday evening,
With an introductory chapter by the Recorder, who gives a full account
May 18th, 1873.
concerning the giving of the communications.
The volume will be enriched with a Frontispiece, photo printed, of the
Angel, the original of which was produced by the direct operation of
Spirits.
Price One Penny.
As the matter is unique, and the subjects treated of being of such a
HOW I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST.
thrilling interest, the editor has spared no expense to make it a handsome
An Oration delivered at the Cavendish Rooms, London, on Sunday evening, volume, and not being published with any regard to profit, it is hoped that
a large circulation may be obtained.
June 8th, 1873.
Price of the volume 6s., and an early application is requested in the
meantime, to be addressed—
‘
Price Twopence.
MR. T. GASKELL, 69, Oldham-road, Manchester,
SPIRIT MEDIUMS AND CONJURORS.
who has kindly consented to receive orders for the same.
An Oration delivered at the Cavendish Rooms, London, oil Sunday evening,
June 15th, 1873.
rpHE CRUSADE. A Popular and Higli-Class Journal,
“ We advise the magicians to avoid Dr. Sexton as they would a scorpion,
1 Devoted to the Promotion of the 'Great Temperance Reformation.
for he lias evidently a very powerful sting, and knows how to use it.”— . Price
Id. ; Post free, l.^d. Twelve Numbers, Post free, Is. 6d. Published
Public Opinion.
, , . ,
on the 1st of each month, by the Editor, The Holmes, Betehworth, near
“As the Conjurors commenced the attack it was good generalship to Reigatc
; and by A. Heywood & Son, 56 and 58, Oldham-strcct, Manchester,
carry the war into the enemies’ country, as he (Dr. Sexton) does with
great success; for the Conjurors, having largely advertised their ability to and 4, Catheiiuc-strcet, Strand, London, W.C.
do ad that spirit mediums do, the Doctor docs all the C’onj urors tricks, ex- I
plaining the modus operandi, and defies them to make good their boast of ,
imitating any of the phenomena attendant on the medium under the like ’ Printed for the Proprietor (G. Sexton), by Banks & Snell, 23, Bouvericconditions, so that it must be conceded that the Doctor has beaten the Con- ' strcct, E.C. ; and Published by Smart A Allen, London House Yard,
Paternoster-row, E.C. August, 1875.
jurors with Iota’s £1,000 to back them.”—Vanity Fair.
Chap.

