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ON and after this date, correspon­

dents and others are respectfully 
requested to cease to use the term 
“ Reverend” as applied to myself.

I am not a “ clerk in holy orders,” 
nor have I ever received a formal “ re­
cognition ” as a minister or pastor of a 
congregation. I have, therefore, come 
to the conclusion that the use of the 
word “ Reverend,” as a prefix to my 
proper name, cannot be defended.

I must further request that the term 
“ Esquire," so commonly and so 
ignorantly used in these days, be not 
substituted for “ Reverend.” My 
Christian and Surnames—these, and 
these only—are all I desire. 
FREDERIC ROWLAND YOUNG, 
Minister of the Free Christian Church, 
New Swindon, and Editor of the 
Christian Spiritualist.

Swindon, November 29, 1873.
---------- o----------SPECIAL NOTICE TO PRIVATE SUBSCRIBERS.

ESUBSCRIBERS who now receive 
their copies of the Christian 

Spiritualist direct from the Editor, 
and, therefore, through the post, and

whose orders and subscriptions have 
run out with the present number, are 
requested to renew, if they should 
wish to do so, at the earliest possible 
date, that we may know whether we 
are to continue to send them copies as 
heretofore. ,SWEDENBORG THE SEER-

No. 10.—Conclusion.

i i /“NAN Swedenborg’s strange narrative,” we 
may well ask, “ that narrative which 

we have now been following through nine suc­
cessive papers, be no dream but truly ‘ a rela­
tion of things heard and seen ?”’

This is, as I have said, a question I cannot 
answer. The narrative may be a dream. To 
readers as unfamiliar as ourselves with scenes 
such as those depicted, it needfully partakes 
largely of the character of a dream. It appears 
a dream so far as that which is told is strange 
and unusual to us; and yet not dream-like so 
far as the narrative is consecutive and consistent 
with itself, illustrating a definite theory of life. 
And such we have found it; we have found it 
consecutive and consistent with itself, and 
describing such a future world as we should 
expect to find described if all things are the out- 
birth of a God who is Himself their one moving 
Source in every detail: for this theory would (as 
we have seen) lead us to expect a world like our 
own, grown spiritual, and formed round the 
“ Lord ” as its central Sun.

Undoubtedly, then, so far as a consecutive 
theory pervading the narrative takes its dream­
like character away, it does approximate to the 
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appearance of “ a relation of things heard and 
seen.” But what sort of a theory is that which 
the narrative illustrates;—credible or incredible ? 
Studying life, the world, and Christianity in the 
light of this theory, it has appeared a credible 
theory, nay one, indeed, likely to be true here, 
and hence true for ever. And our argument in 
passing from this world to the other, ran thus. 
If God is the One moving Source of all things, 
life here and hereafter will be continuous ; and 
hence we must hereafter possess a body and 
dwell in a world like our own, if more spiritual, 
as Swedenborg’s narrative declares we shall. If 
God is the One moving Source of all things, the 
great problem of creation will be for ever, to save 
us from absorption in God, and from the loss of 
self-hood ; and from these dangers the approach 
to God through the “ Lord ” alone, and the 
eternal duration of marriage, as foretold in the 
narrative, will save us. If God is the One 
moving Source of all things, the creation (we 
must conclude) will speak hereafter a Word of 
God, increasing in its vividness and efficacy as 
Swedenborg’s narrative tells us it does. As we 
thus reasoned, the dream-like character of the 
narrative disappeared rapidly; retaining for its 
dwelling place simply the fact that the occur­
rences and scenes related were altogether strange 
and dissimilar to any we had heard or seen our­
selves.

And now I will refer finally to one other 
feature in the narrative by which it resembles a 
relation of things heard and seen, rather than a 
dream, and that feature consists in the many 
little life-like turns pervading it. Observe, for 
instance, the obscurity Swedenborg says he saw 
overspreading the face of the open-minded 
Angels, when they speak, and which clears 
away, leaving “the whole series of their dis­
course apparent in their face simultaneously,” 
as they cease speaking, an occurrence I may 
surely say, peculiarly expressive of an effort to 
enter into and address the states of those with 
whom we speak, and of the repose of spirit, 
when silence is again reached, which leaves our 
own unforced nature to reveal itself in look and 
gesture. I might refer to numberless similar 
places in the narrative, where slight occurrences 
have been interwoven, which call forth, first a 
smile of wonder and amusement, to replace it 
immediately with a perception of their congruity 
and expressiveness, exciting even the momen­
tary suspicion of the narrative being so shaped 
as to secure an agreement between it and a pre­
determined theory. The suspicion is but 
momentary, for so little beyond a visionary 
appearance do the philosophical works of 
Swedenborg acquire from the “ memorable re­
lations” accompanying each chapter, that if 
these narratives are other than a sober relation 
of things heard and seen, they must assuredly 

be the strange dreams of a mad man. Whether 
the reader esteems them dreams, or agrees with 
me in regarding them as true narratives, till dis­
proved, is a question I must now leave with him, 
adding only a few more quotations containing 
incidents peculiarly illustrative, as I consider, of 
the life-like turns in the narrative. I mark a 
few of these incidents by italics. Some of them 
may be readily explained if we attribute inten­
tional fraud to Swedenborg. If, however, we 
dismiss the supposition of fraud, an explanation 
of any of them is difficult which does not sup­
pose that they are true occurrences, and the 
narrative really “ a relation of things heard and 
seen ” by Swedenborg :

I once walked in company with some Angels in the 
World of Spirits (we read, True Christian Religion, 
100). . . and saw in a northern direction, an extended
road, so crowded with spirits that there was hardly room 
to step between any two of them ; and I said to the 
Angels that I had seen this road before, and spirits travel­
ling it like the hosts of an army, and that I had heard 
this was the road over which all passed who left the 
natural world. The road is covered, I said, with such a 
vast number of spirits because many thousands of men die 
every week, and they all after death emigrate to this 
world. ■ . . We stood at the central point, where
the course of the advancing wave of spirits terminated,and 
I said : Let us wait here awhile and talk with some of 
the new comers. And from the advancing mass we 
selected twelve, who being all fresh from the natural 
world, did not know but that they were there still . . ■
jVo one for thefirst few days after death knows but that he is 
still living in the same world in which he lived before; for 
the time that has elapsed is like a sleep, when one awakens 
from which he does not feel but that he still is where he wets.

And again, 622 :
There is a new house in I-Ieaven for every novitiate 

Angel. If they find it they remain, for then the light and 
heat in them (or their truth and goodness) harmonizes with 
the light and heat of the society where the house is 
situate. If not, they pass on through ways opened 
between the Societies of Heaven ; and this they do until 
they find a society perfectly harmonious with their affec­
tions, and this becomes their abode for ever. For they 
are then among their own, just as if among relatives and 
friends whom they love from their heart because their affec­
tions are similar, and there they are in their life’s happi­
ness, and in their whole bosom’s joy from peace of mind, 
for there is in the heat and life of Heaven an ineffable de­
light which is communicated.

And again, 739, a novitiate spirit says :
I believed that ifl were only admitted into Heaven, which 

was above my head, joys would flow around me, and I 
should breathe them for ever ... I obtained my wish 
[and was taken up into Heaven.] But when the Angels 
saw me they fled and said to one another, “ What portent 
is this ? How did that bird of night get here ? ” And I 
actually felt myself changed from being a man, although 1 
was not changed. This effect was produced by my inhal­
ing the heavenly atmosphere. And presently one ran 
from the court with the command that two servants 
should conduct me out, and conduct me back by the way 
I came, right,to my own house. And when I was at 
home, I again appeared to myself and others like a man.

Speaking of the conversion of Melancthon in 
the other world from belief in “ faith alone ” as a 
saving power, we read, True Christian Religion, 
797 =
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A few weeks after this occurrence, the things that he 
(Melancthon) used in his room began to be obscured and 
at length to disappear, until at last there was nothing left 
there but the table, paper, and inkstand ; and, moreover, 
the walls of his room seemed to be plastered with lime, 
^Rd the floor to be covered with yellow bricks, and his 
clothing to become coarser. Wondering at this, he en­
quired of those about him why it was so ; and he was told 
it was because he had removed charity from the church, 
which was nevertheless its heart. But as he often denied 
this, and again commenced to write about faith as the only 
essential of the Church, and the means of salvation, and 
to remove charity more and more, he suddenly seemed to 
himself to be underground in a certain prison, where 
Were others like him. And when he wished to go out he 
was detained, and it was announced to him that no other 
. t awaited those who thrust charity and good works out­

side the doors of the Church. . . . After some time,
however, incited by fear, he began to write something 
about charity ; but what he wrote on the paper one day 
he did not see the next; for this. happens to everyone there 
"v>hen he commits anything to paper from the external man 
only, and not at the same time from the internal, thus from 
compulsion and not from freedom. It is obliterated of 
deelf. . , . One thing I wondered at, that when he
Walked, his steps had a striking sound, like those of a man 
Walking with iron heels on a stone pavement.

And in the Conjugial Love, 380, an Angel 
We are told leads Swedenborg to see one 
pf those persons who have confirmed themselves 
m ascribing all power to nature to the denial of 
God. “ All hell,” says the Angel, “ consists of 
such persons who are there called satans and 
devils.” Swedenborg “ saw some small houses 
!n which were apartments for the studious, and 
in the midst of them one which served as a 
Principal hall for the rest. It was constructed

a pitchy kind of stone, covered with a sort of 
glazed plates, that seemed to sparkle with gold 
and silver, like the stones called Glacies Mariae.” 
The host welcomed his visitors, and fetched four 
hooks, which he called “ the wisdom which is at 
this day the admiration of many kingdoms,” add- 
iiig> “ If you wish to see it, I will cause these four 
hooks to shine brightly before your eyes ! ” He 
then poured forth and spread around them the 
&ory of fiis owll reputation, and the books presently 
shone as with light; but this light instantly vanished 
from our sight! Having told them the titles of 
the work he was writing, he reposed grandly 
upon a couch, while Swedenborg and the Angel 
■walked about his spacious study.

Swendenborg proceeds:
He had a candle on the table, because the light of the sun 

never shone in tha t room, but only the nocturnal light of the 
m°°n, and what surprised me, the candle seemed to be 
carried, all round the room, and to illuminate it; but for 
^ont of being snuffed it gave but little light. While he was 
Wnting, we saw images in various forms flying from the 
tables towards the walls, which in that nocturnal moon­
light appeared like beautiful Indian birds ; but on opening 
‘he door lo ! in the light of the sun they appeared like birds 
°J the evening, with wings like network; for they were 
semblances of truth made fallacies by being confirmed, 
which he had ingeniously connected, together into a series.

And again, 415 :
, One morning, as I awoke out of sleep, the light begin- 

nntg to dawn and it being very serene, while I was medi- 

I t ating and not quite awake, I saw through the window as 
it were a flash of lightning, and presently I heard as it 
were a clap of thunder ; and while I was wondering 
whence this could be, I heard from Heaven words to this 
effect, “ There are some not far. from you who are reason­
ing stoutly about God and nature [the thunder and light­
ning] are correspondencies and consequent appearances of 
the conflict and collision of arguments.”

Swedenborg then relates that the conflict of 
argument thus symbolised was taking pl^ce in 
the world of spirits between some satans who 

■ had been allowed to endeavor to convince some 
Angels of Heaven “ that what they call God, the 
Creator of all things, is nothing but nature.” 
Further on he adds :

The two Angels and two satans were standing to the 
right, at no great distance from me ; therefore I saw and 
heard them : and lo ! I saw near me many spirits who 
had been celebrated in the natural world for their erudi­
tion ; and I was surprised to observe that those great 
scholars at one time stood near the Angels and at another 
near the satans, and that they favored the sentiments of 
those near whom they stood; and I was led to understand 
that the changes of their situation were changes of the state 
of their minds, which sometimes favored one side, sometimes 
the other.

And in Heaven and Hell, 178 :
The most intelligent (Angels) have garments which 

glitter as with flame, and some are resplendent as with 
light; while the less intelligent have garments of clear or 
opaque white without splendour, and the still less intelli- 

- gent have garments of various colors; but the Angels of 
the inmost Heaven are naked.

With one further quotation, the seal and com­
plement of all we have read, I will close. 
It is in Heaven and Hell, 190 :

All things whatsoever the Angels possess, they hold as 
gifts from the Lord, and they are supplied with everything 
they need.

HORACE FIELD, B.A. 
30, Thurlow Road, Hampstead, London, N.W.SPIRITUALISM AND “THE CHRISTIAN WORLD.”
THE following letter, which appeared in The 

Christian World for November 14, refers 
to an article in that same journal for October 31, 

entitled “ The Spiritualists Again.” We re-pro­
duce the letter without note, comment, or 
addition :—

SPIRITUALISM.
To the Editor of the Christian World.

Sib,—I have only just had the opportunity of reading 
the article by your correspondent, “Christopher Crayon,” 
on my Spiritualist lecture at Lawson’s Assembly Rooms, 
Gower Street, on October 8. There are some important 
verbal inaccuracies in the report; but a twenty-five years’ 
knowledge of newspaper work tells me that it would be 
idle to attempt to correct them now. Let them pass : I 
have a far more serious matter to which to call your 
attention. .

“Christopher Crayon,” speaking of the Spiritualists 
and Dr. Lynn, says): “ I have heard of their performances 
and I have seen his.” Now, sir, although these are the 
words of your correspondent, you, as the Editor of the 
C’Aristian World, are morally responsible for their appear, 
ance in its pages; and I ask you, as in the sight of God,
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your Judge and mine, how you can justify it to your con­
science to permit Spiritualistic manifestations to be 
described by the term “performances,” thus suggesting 
that we are a number of conjurors, and deliberately set 
to work to produce our phenomena ? I do not ask this 
question with any view of disparaging Dr. Lynn. He 
and I are personally acquainted ; and I look upon him as 
a scholar, a gentleman, and a friend. But he knows quite 
well, and would be the very last to deny it, that his 
“performances” are what, prim facie, the public sees 
them to be—slejght-of-hand tricks, worked, it is univer­
sally admitted, with marvellous ingenuity, and by one 
who has almost an infinite variety of the resources of his 
art at his command ; but who has never, at least to my 
knowledge, claimed for what may be strictly termed his 
“ performances ” a Spiritualistic origin. But, Sir, in the 
ranks of the Spiritualists there are thousands upon 
thousandsjof men and women, of unimpeachable integrity, 
intelligent religious convictions, and high educational 
attainments, who do solemnly believe, and feel that they 
have good grounds for their belief, that a large amount of 
the phenomena called Spiritualistic are really and truly 
due to the intervention of spirits, who once inhabited this 
world, but who have passed away and become dis­
embodied. If I would not insult you, I must give you 
credit for knowing that these things are so ; and, acting 
on that assumption, I cannot refrain from expressing my 
extreme surprise that you should have permitted any 
correspondent of yours to affix, by implication, a reproach 
upon multitudes of persons who, one may charitably 
hope, are as intelligent and morally reliant as even 
“ Christopher Crayon ” himself. I have never denied, on 
the contrary I have affirmed continually, in print and by 
speech, my belief—I might add, my knowledge—of the 
element of conscious deception in the Spiritualistic move­
ment. But that element in no degree neutralises and 
makes void the remaining, and altogether greater amount 
of pure and reliable manifestations. One meets with 
forged bank notes, counterfeit coins, hypocritical pro­
fessors of religion, and hypocrites in general, every now 
and again ; and yet we know that such things and such 
persons are the exceptions, because, were they the rule, 
society and the churches could not hold together for a 
single week. No, it was not generous—I say nothing of a 
higher Christian principle—of “Christopher Crayon” to 
indulge his faculty of humor at the expense of people 
who, much as they may and do love a joke in season, do 
not like to be insulted by any one, and least of all by an 
anonymous writer.

Your correspondent was not favourably impressed by 
my “ cranial developments,” and thought they indicated 
an “impractical ” and “visionary” mind. I smiled when 
I read this, and those who have known me the longest and 
the most intimately, will, I am sure, join me in the smile. 
As a matter of fact, and in connection with the Spiritual­
istic movement, I have repeatedly disbelieved when all 
others have given both “assent and consent,” and all the 
aspects of my life have been of a very practical kind, and 
certainly the opposite of “visionary” or fanatical. Should 
I have the chance of getting my head manipulated* by Mr. 
Bowler, of New York, who is now in London, I will cer­
tainly send you a copy of the chart he gives me.

I trust to your honour as a man, and your faith as a 
Christian, to insert this letter at your earliest convenience, 
and remain. Sir, yours faithfully,

FREDERIC ROWLAND YOUNG
(Editor of the Christian Spiritualist.)

WHAT IS MODERN SPIRITUALISM ?

FRAGMENTS OF A LECTURE DELIVERED IN MANCHESTER 
AND OLDHAM. 

have been and are still accepted—not merely in those 
who believe in it, but in the general sentiment of the 
community.”

Accepting this as a plain statement of the fact, as it 
undoubtedly is, I could have adopted no bettei’ or more 
useful plan than the one I have chosen for this evening, 
namely, that of pointing out what this potent Spiritualism • 
really is. And this course was rendered all the more 
necessary because of the general prevalence of inadequate, 
mischievous, and untruthfnl views of the subject. Now 
in regard to the subject which will engage our attention 
to-night, imperfect knowledge is more than ordinarily 
dangerous ; not only because we are apt to theorize upon 
such questions without sufficient attention to the grounds 
on which we base our theories ; but, because whether 
Modern Spiritualism be false or whether it be true, it is 
one of the noblest and most interesting questions on 
which the mind of man has ever been engaged. Let me 
draw your minds for a moment to the contemplation of 
the problem which it undubitably and everlastingly solves.

From the very earliest dawn of human intelligence the 
question has arisen “ Whence am I, and whither am I 
going ? ” To contemplative beings in all ages man’s life 
and the universe which surrounds him have presented 
themselves as awful and unfathomable mysteries. To the 
man of clear spiritual vision and active intuition, faith 
was left, and that lighted him, but how for the minds 
which no faith visited ? One of our most eloquent and 
acute thinkers has delared that all men are born either 
Platonists or Aristotelians ; that is, that they are either 
men of strong faith and spiritual insight, or they are men 
to whom intuition and faith are impossible.

Now to these two classes ot men the problem of man’s 
destiny will present vastly different aspects, and lead to 
widely separated conclusions. The reasoning which with 
one is convincing, will be wholly inadequate and incon­
clusive with another. The cogent reasonings and the 
metaphysical speculations of the one will appear to the 
other to be of as little significance as “ sounding brass 
and a tinkling cymbal.” The Aristotelian must be 
convinced by a vastly different logic—by differently 
grounded speculations. He alone of all men will 
demand that his opinion must have a basis of fact.

During the last quarter of a century these Aristotelian 
minds have been greatly on the increase. During that 
time pure speculation has given way before increased 
devotion to physical science. Instead of our Coleridges 
and our De Quinceys, we have our Huxleys and our 
Tyndalls, our Darwins and our Carpenters. The men of 
ideas have died out in order to make way for the men of 
science. You will find on enquiry that that is the law of 
progress in all ages—continual successions of men, each 
with different objects and different pursuits. One age is 
remarkable for its eloquence and poetry, and another for 
its greatness in the world of ideas—one for its conquests 
of arms, and another for its victories of science. Our 
own is an age of science, and by consequences an age of 
Materialism. For that is the first result of scientific 
enquiry—loss of reverence for the occult forces of nature, 
and increased observation of natural effects.

And here you will perceive that out of this general 
want of faith arises the need to supplement that faith by 
actual experience. “|Has man a soul; and does he survive 
the death of the body ?” is the question which all men 
ask, and there are only few in these times who of their 
own faith can answer that question without doubt or 
trembling. But out of it there naturally arises another 
question, “Does God,” we ask, “leave Himself without 
a witness ?” Search the records of history—the whole 
narrative of man’s experience—and observe how plainly 
can be traced the fact of Spiritual interference. No age, 
no country, is without evidences of it, and to reject the 
combined testimony on tire subject would be simply to 
compel us to reduce history to a farce.

But these spiritual interferences have only been tempo­
rary and occasional. Latterly the need has grown 

4 4 “TXTIIILST some are crying out against Spiritualism 
VV as a delusion of the Devil,” says Oliver 

Wendell Holmes, in one of his charming breakfast-table 
idylls, “and some are laughing at it as a hysteric folly, 
and some are getting angry with it as a mere trick of 
interested or mischievous persons, it is quietly under­
mining the traditional ideas of the future state which
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greater. “Does God leave Himself without a witness 
now ?” Precisely contemporary with the growth of scep­
ticism, there has grown up by its side a body of facts to 
negative it, and that body of facts is named “ Modern 
Spiritualism.”

And now let us glance for a moment at the proposition 
to be proved, “That certain phenomena occur, which, 
both by their nature and the manner of their occurrence, 
warrant us in stating that they are produced by spiritual 
beings ?” Or to put it more simply and definitely, “ That 
those whom we mourn as dead are still alive, and can 
communicate with us.” Against this proposition there are 
certain a priori objections, with which I propose briefly 
jo deal—certain objections which are made without 
inquiry as to the facts, indeed quite independent of the 
facts, and which, if they can be sustained, render the facts 
altogether invalid.

It is stated, then, that these facts “contradict our 
uniform experience, and are contrary to nature’s invariable 
laws.” But a statement like this can only be made by 
Persons who are momentarily forgetful of the nature of 
natural laws. What we call natural laws are but the 
records of our experience of the processes of nature, and 
as our knowledge of those processes must always be 
incomplete, so our ability to declare when those laws are 
contradicted must be necessarily limited. But if to 
supplement a law of nature is to break it, then nature 
is continually breaking her own laws. For instance, the 
law of gravitation draws this book to the centre of the 
earth, but I am able with the greatest ease to lift the book 
and balance the gravitating force. So it is throughout 
nature ; her laws are never contradicted, but there is not 
one of her laws which may not be balanced by some ade­
quate producing cause. So we Spiritualists do not affirm 
that the facts of Spiritualism contradict natural laws, or 
that they are superior to them—the whole of our affirma­
tion is that the power necessary to balance them in these 
cases is supplied by spirits.

Whether (supposing the existence of spirits) they are 
able to control natural laws in the same way as we do our­
selves, as it is a speculative question so it must be dealt 
With in a speculative manner. From the terms of accusa- 
hon and reproach which are sometimes hurled at Spirit­
ualists it might naturally be supposed that our opponents 
Possessed some special knowledge on this subject, and 
Were able to settle this question conclusively. But the 
truth is that there can be no inference on this subject, 
except from facts; and as the reality of the facts is the 
very point about which we dispute, there can be no cer­
tain knowledge on the subject.

But as I intend to adduce certain facts in proof of 
Spiritualism, I shall ask you to consider what kind of 
evidence is possible under the circumstances. All of us, 
a.s Thomas Carlyle puts it, are but spirits rendered for a 
time visible. “Are we not spirits,” he asks, “that 
are shaped into a body, into an appearance and that 
fade again into air and invisibility ? This is no metaphor, 
rt is a simple scientific fact: we start out of nothingness, 
take figure, and are apparitions ; round us as round the 
veriest spectre is eternity ; and to eternity minutes are as 
(eons.” And so, granting we have souls, our whole life 
Is but a manifestation of spirit, and yet the great majority 
°f men laugh because after death the spirit still retains the 
Power to manifest itself.

But in manifesting itself a spirit is limited to invariable 
conditions, and if you would understand the spiritual 
Phenomena that fact must be clearly borne in mind. The 
manifestation must not be too indefinite on the one hand, 
nor too well-defined on the other. On either side there 
ls equal danger. In one case it merges too much into 
spirit, and in the other it approaches too nearly to matter. 
If our proposition is to be proved, the manifestations will 
in most cases be such as will exhibit a perceptible blend­
ing of the two.

As intelligence is a characteristic which all men possess 
in common, and which must survive if the soul survives, 

so we shall look for its manifestation in the phenomena of 
Spiritualism, and as all intelligence is the intelligence of 
a person so we shall examine these phenomena for tests 
of personal identity. If the facts of Spiritualism fairly 
survive these tests, we shall have arrived at a conclusion 
which no sophistry can refute, and which no abuse can 
weaken. If they exhibit these two characteristics the 
source of the phenomena will be quite clear—clear that 
is, supposing the absence of all charlatanism and deceit.

And now, having cleared the way in some measure, we 
come to the consideration of our more immediate subject. 
Briefly defined, Modern Spiritualism is the aggregate of 
certain facts which for the most part exhibit the two 
characteristics which I have named. These facts consist 
of intelligent answers to questions, trance speaking, 
writing and drawing through mediums, direct writing and 
painting, spirit materialisations, the audible spirit voice, and 
physical manifestations of all kinds. They also include a 
number of phenomena usually exhibited by mesmeric 
patients and clairvoyants, and which can only be explained 
by a knowledge of the facts of Spiritualism.

And now where has this enquiry landed us ? In the 
conduct of my case I have invented nothing and have 
hidden nothing. I have been content to place the matter 
fairly before you, that you might reason fairly upon it ; 
and now you will perceive that you are limited to one 
conclusion; and that the severity of logic will compel 
you sooner or later to draw it. We are continually being 
told that our premises are not safe, that our conclusions 
are rash ; and that we are not warranted in attributing to 
these phenomena a spiritual origin.

Now you will perceive that we are belied, that the 
matter is not so ; and that the facts of Spiritualism form 
the gradual steps of a pyramid whose apex is in heaven. 
Round its summit, as about the gates of Eden, float 
celestial presences, and down its sides come the words 
and the messages of angels innumerable. Not alone in the 
imaginations of the poet and the sorrow of the bereaved 
do the loved and departed ones live on ; but to us, to-day, 
they are existent and demonstrable, and reveal themselves 
by signs and words, and slender veils of flesh.

And now you will ask what are the objects of Spirit­
ualism ? What are its teachings ? As to these I can say 
nothing ! It is unjust to Spiritualism to say that it has 
any object beyond the eliciting of truth ; and it is untrue 
to say that it teaches anything beyond the great and im­
measurable truth which it demonstrates. In spite of the 
very frequent mistakes which are made on the subject, 
Spiritualism is not a religious or a philosophical system ! 
Ultimately, indeed, we may become acquainted with some 
new religious or philosophical system through its means, 
but it can never propose such systems as it objects.

There are, however, certain things of very great impor­
tance which flow from Spiritualism as consequences.

In the first place it aims a death blow at all materialistic 
systems of philosophy, and in the second place it satisfies 
the warmest aspirations of the emotioned part of man. 
Looking at the world from the stand point of Materialism 
it has always seemed to me that we were spreading a pall 
over nature, and that wherever we set our feet we were 
trampling on the deathbed of hope. We do but start 
our projects to see them fail! We do but aim at great 
ends in order to be thwarted and disappointed ! The 
world profits very little by human effort. Good men 
have been laboring, wise men have been thinking, brave 
men have been fighting for the world’s good, and to-day 
we are, in respect to morals and intelligence, in respect 
to peace and the general good, where we were three 
thousand years ago. We have become so disappointed 
and disgusted with the past, that instead of seeing the 
golden age in it as our forefathers did, we have thrust it 
aside and told ourselves that it is the duty of the modern 
spirit to look to the future and to find the golden age in 
that.
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But when the end of life is lighted up by Spiritualism 
—when we have come to recognise the fact, that our 
death is but a “ dying into life,” as Keats puts it, our work 
here will assume a new significance to us, and we shall 
have a fresh heart to perform it.

And who will take upon himself to declare that God 
has not so willed it—that in the Divine economy there 
was no provision made by means of which we could 
ascertain the reality of the after life. If any man should 
be so presumptuous, I meet him with these facts and ask 
him to declare in the face of Modern Spiritualism that 
the belief in immortality is not true. And if spirits exist, 
I will again ask why sometimes they may not be engaged 
in lifting up the veil that separates us, and suffering us at 
times to look through.

AARON WATSON.
--------- >---------

A HAUNTED HOUSE

IT was a large, roomy, family house, in the neigh­
bourhood of London, and of all the happy 

days I have ever spent, some of the ‘ ‘ Maddest, 
merriest days ” were spent in this house. We formed a 
goodly group of juveniles with everything around us to 
make life happy. Since that time shadows have crossed 
our paths, shadows that must come to all; days that are 
“dark and cold, and dreary;” but the genial rays 
reflected from the joyous home of a happy childhood, go 
far towards brightening life’s pathway ever after. We 
had lived in the house some months before anything took 
place that would lead us to suppose that it was “haunted.” 
The first intimation came to and through me, and I shall 
never forget the night on which the following incident 
took place.

I occupied a room alone, at some little distance from 
any of the other bedrooms, and enjoyed the solitude thus 
insured. I was suddenly awakened one night by the 
sound of tearing of paper apparently at the foot of my 
bed. Looking up, I found tlie darkness so complete, so 
black, that I could not even see a sign of light from the 
window. “Who is there?” I asked. As I spoke the 
noised ceased, as though the unseen presence was listen­
ing ; bftt in a few seconds, again came the same sound. 
It did not come from the floor, nor yet from any part of 
the room near the furniture ; had it done so, I should 
have supposed the cat, or even some mice, might be 
causing the disturbance ; but in the space at the foot of 
my bed there was apparently a tall presence tearing vigor­
ously and continuously, sheet after sheet of large paper, 
large newspapers they might have been, to judge from the 
sound. I spoke continually, and each time I did so, the 
noise was stopped, evidently to listen. A whole hour 
passed thus, as I could tell by the neighbouring church 
clock chiming first the quarters, and at length the hour. 
Three o’clock on a dark, cold, wintry morning !

Soon the vigorous tearing of paper ceased ; but to my 
great horror the presence began to move about to different 
parts of the room, and rustle the paper. It approached 
the bed ; most distinctly I heard my slippers (which stood 
close by my side) pushed aside, and felt the presence lean 
over me ! I could endure this no longer. I started up 
(had it been a tangible bodily form, I should have struck 
it; as it was, I suppose, I went through it), sprang out of 
bed, and moving aside a heavy chair which, as usual, 
was placed before the door to insure myself against in­
truders (and which, by the bye, must have been displaced 
had the “ Presence ” come in in the orthodox fashion), I 
was glad enough to find myself outside the door. I ran 
quickly across the long passage, which led to my father’s 
room, and got a lighted candle. He woke up and asked 
“What is the matter?” On my telling him of the dis­
turbed hour I had passed, he offered to go with 

me to search my room. Is it wrong to conclude 
that most of my readers (especially juniors of my age at 
that time) would have accepted this offer ? Had I been a 
timid, nervous child, I should doubtless have done so, but 
I did not. Taking my candle, and returning to my room, 
I carefully examined it throughout ; but found nothing 
whatever to account for the disturbance, which entirely 
ceased as soon as the light was brought in. It was 
months before I again slept alone, without a light. In 
the morning, having told my father and brothers all these 
particulars, they urged me to change my room ; and my 
father observed that many years before, that house had 
been known as a printing house, notorious for its wicked 
publications I Since that time it had been entirely rebuilt, 
but some of the old materials had been used, and under 
the carpet in my room, the boards were, in places, thickly 
stained with printer’s ink 1

Can it be true that haunting spirits are compelled to 
revisit the scene of their former evil doings on earth dur­
ing a certain period ; and if so, might not my nocturnal 
visitant have been one who bad bitter cause to repent 
some wicked publication that he had given to the world ? 
And might not the tearing of the paper be symbolical of the 
kind of crime he regretted ? From this time, mysterious 
noises prevailed ; loud raps about the walls, rustling 
sounds as of silk dresses moving about, and footsteps in 
all parts of the house, so loud that all could hear them 
from all parts. Sometimes the footsteps sounded like 
heavy boots that were muffled, and these would walk step 
by step from the bottom to the top of the bouse, and 
along each passage ; but we could see nothing. This 
happened in broad daylight as frequently as by night.

Two bedrooms were at last left unused, except as store 
rooms, as two or three servants, one after the other, and 
independently of each other, declared they were so dis­
turbed by raps at their door, and touches (by something 
as they lay in bed) that they dare not sleep there any 
longer. We remained in the house five years ; but were 
told that several different occupants had left the house 
very shortly after entering, as they could not put up with 
the mysterious sounds ! Soon after we came to this house, 
my father married his second wife. A little more than a 
year after the marriage, she died. Not very long after 
her death, I was suddenly roused up in the middle of the 
night by a rustling creeping sound up the curtain by the 
side of the bed. (1 have often heard the same peculiar 
sound since ; and each time on a somewhat similar occa­
sion). It was an old-fashioned four posted bedstead ; the 
foot curtains were drawn closely across the end of the bed, 
to screen the light from the windows. On hearing the 
rustling, I looked up, and saw a strange unearthly light, 
as it were, behind these curtains ; that half of the room 
seemed lighted clearly by this strange light, whilst the 
other half was left in total and abrupt darkness. I was 
puzzled, but supposing it to be a candle, I said to the 
friend who was sleeping with me, “Why are you up? 
Why have you lighted the candle ?” I was surprised when 
she quietly put her hand over me, and answered “ Hush I 
Fanny, there’s no candle ; go to sleep again.” The next 
morning she said to me, “Do you remember speaking 
to me in the night ?” “ Yes,” I said ; “ what was that 
light? Was it a candle ?” “ There was no light” she re­
plied ; “ but as you spoke to me the spirit of your mamma 
was standing by my side, holding back the curtain, and 
looking at us.”

That same night, and at about the same hour, each one 
of our family, sleeping in their different rooms, was dis­
turbed from sleep by a “ strange presence.” One brother 
heard distinct lootsteps walk across the unoccupied room 
next to his own, and three raps were given on his wall.

My father was aroused suddenly from a vivid dream, 
in which he had seen his wife beckoning to him, and as 
he woke, he heard her voice calling for him.

Does there not, after all, exist a power over and above 
nature “undreamed of” by the philosopher, and beyond
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his power to solve ? These instances are but a few out of 
many t]lat j C0L1p] re]a{e . put want of space bids me re­
serve such for a future occasion.

F. J. THEOBALD. 
Lewisham, London, S.E.

----------- -------------

SEANCE AT MRS. GUPPY’S.

I almost feared that I should be unable to fulfil my 
promise of giving an account this month of Mrs.

Guppy’s next seance, as it had been unavoidably postponed, 
but was finally held on Thursday, October 16th. The 
circle consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Guppy, Mrs. and Miss 
Ramsay, Mrs. Wiseman, with her daughter and son-in- 
taw, Mrs. Fisher, Mr. Volckman, and myself. The room 
was darkened and the door locked.
, We commenced as usual with The Lord’s Prayer, and 
iu a short time we heard five raps for the alphabet. As 
the number was rather large, so that we were crowded, 
Mrs. Fisher had at first seated herself at some little dis­
tance, and the message given was to desire her to stand 
behind us, and to place her hands, one on Mrs. Guppy’s 
shoulder, and the other on mine, and when that arrange- 
inent had been carried out, we received permission each 
to wish for something. A few wishes were definite, 
"Owers of course being in the ascendant, but some were 
toft to the choice of the spirits. Mr. Volckman asked for 
a sun-fiower, and Mrs. Fraser requested them to bring her 
a brooch which she had left with her wraps in the hall, 
h°m which we were divided by the locked door. Mrs. 
. uppy heard a voice whisper, “rub feet,” and we accord­
ingly nibbed our feet on the carpet, for the purpose of 
increasing 1 >y movement the outflow of power from our­
selves. \\'e heard sounds about the room, and presently 
°und that something large' was placed upon the table, 

"’mle at the same time we perceived a strong odour of 
earth. “ Gel a light,” was now spelled out, and, to our 
surprise, on the centre of the table stood a magnificent 
sun-flower plant, towering far above us, which had been 
luS up by the invisibles, roots and all, from Mrs. Guppy’s 

gulden, but, alas ! the quantity of mould that had been 
rrought witli it, was scattered about both on the table 

mid the carpet, so it was deemed advisable to clear all that 
Manifestation into a large cloth. The table was thoroughly 

and the gas again extinguished.
r ^nce more we heard sounds as if our unseen friends 
ere very busy : there was a clatter as if of porcelain, 

nd some of us felt the hands which were placing the 
c.uPs and flowers in front of us. We saw glimmering 
JJShts, and then I felt my head tenderly caressed by the 

JJgers of Motee, Mrs. Ramsay’s spirit-daughter, whose 
photograph I described in the pages of this periodical two 
Jhonths ago. I asked her to let me kiss her hand, as she 
las done twice at my own home seances, and after coaxing 

niy cheek, her fingers pressed my lips, and she indulged 
request more than once.

Mrs. Fisher was several times so forcibly pulled back 
y the spirits that she had to grasp our shoulders very 

Jghtly so as not to be withdrawn from the circle. She 
en exclaimed that they were doing something to her 

air> and Mr. Frazer felt a small article strike his back 
anfl fall down behind him. We heard Katie’s voice, and 

le made some amusing personal remarks about those 
present. When we were permitted to light the gas, -we 
°und that the table was covered with some of the china 
rnaments from different parts of the room, interspersed 
"ith a goodly supply of various colored dahlia flowers, 

the floor behind him Mr. Frazer found the brooch 
at had been wished for by his wife, but it proved to be 

Ji'S. Wiseman’s instead of her own. Mrs. Fisher com­
plained that her flower had not been brought to her, 
Y Kr We 'nug'lecl at her f°r her ingratitude, for a white 
Q ahlia had been most tastefully inserted in her dark hair 
at the time she had felt it being manipulated, Katie 

then rapped out, “ I cannot do any more,” so we thanked 
her and her assistant band for the pleasure they had given 
us, and wished them good night.

I may now add a few of the incidents that occurred at 
another stance at Mrs. Guppy’s, on the 23rd of October, 
when the circle consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Guppy, Mr. 
Serjeant Cox, M. Alexandre Aksakof, Mr. and Miss 
Shorter, Mrs. Fisher, Mr. Volckman, Miss Ingram and 
myself. Miss Shorter, at Mrs. Guppy’s request, thoroughly 
examined the room, and the door was locked when we 
were all assembled.

After having said the Lord’s Prayer, we were desired 
by raps to wish for something to be brought, but we 
were clearly not to choose unreasonably, for several such 
suggestions were negatived. Serjeant Cox wished for 
chrysanthemums, but dahlias were brought instead, and, 
perhaps, our invisible purveyors might not have known 
them by name. Then various fruits were asked for, also 
vegetables, so there was a curious medley of apples, 
plums, almonds, carrots, turnips, &c. Mrs. Guppy 
requested them to bring her a mussel out of her 
aquarium, and Serjeant Cox exclaimed that there was a 
live fish in front of him which was flapping about 
energetically : a light was immediately struck, and there 
indeed were three of Mrs. Guppy’s gold fish, which she 
took away in great haste to replace in the water, as she 
feared for their little lives. While we were sitting in the 
light, waiting for her return, some observation was made 
as to the advantage of a knife and fork wherewith to eat 
our dessert, and as soon as the gas was extinguished, 
down they fell on the table.

When the little fish were brought, Serjeant Cox 
observed that eels would have been more serviceable, and 
presently he said, ‘ ‘ Surely this is an eel, ” and at the 
same moment Mrs. Guppy shrieked most fearfully, desir­
ing that a light should be struck at once, when there was 
seen one live eel round her neck, and another on the 
table between Serjeatt Cox and myself, and likewise a 
live lobster in the middle of the table. Poor Mrs. Guppy 
was sadly terrified, and with much reason, although in 
the dark she did not know what the moving creature 
might be, for I am told that eels bite very hard, refusing 
to loose their hold. They and the lobster were taken 
down stairs and put into the water, and then the spirits 
told us they could do no more, and wished us good-night.

Mrs. Guppy is not at all partial to eels, but as I am, I 
asked if I might have them, to which she gladly assented, 
insisting also that I should bring away the lobster, so 
they were all packed in paper and a basket, and I must 
beg to thank the spirits for three very nice dinners which 
I enjoyed very much. The main body of the lobster was 
carefully picked out of the shell without its being broken, 
so that I have it as a bright-coloured souvenir of that 
wonderful stance. M. Aksakof, who came to see me a 
few days later, was glad to have one piece of claw, as it 
could --travel without risk of being broken.

GEORGIANA HOUGHTON.
20, Delamere Crescent, W.

(The above was crowded out last month].
----------- -------------OUR MANCHESTER LETTER.

Nov. 15, 1873.
Since Dr. Sexton’s visit to Manchester, matters 

respecting Spiritualism have been apparently dull, 
yet a few of the leaders of the movement, in the
shape of a Provisional Committee, have been 
actively but quietly engaged in forming an organ­
isation to take into consideration the best 
means of promulgating Spiritualism in our city. 
It has been, I believe, decided that circulars be 
sent to all persons likely to take part in this
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work, and use special efforts to promote it; and 
it is further proposed that the society, having 
this object in view, be thoroughly liberal, and 
willing to embrace in its tolerant and fraternal 
arms all Spiritualists of every shade of opinion, 
without in the least interfering with their 
theological beliefs. It is fondly dreamed that in 
this new state of things, the Secularist, the 
Unitarian, the Swedenborgian, the Wesleyan, 
the Churchman, the Baptist, the Calvinist, and 
perhaps the Roman Catholic, will suddenly 
forget their long and bitter differences, embrace 
each other, and work energetically hand in hand 
for the welfare of Spiritualism. May these 
eager and well-meaning men not be disap­
pointed !

But what if the Manchester Spiritualists, in 
coming to this decision, have proposed to them­
selves too much; more than they will be able 
to accomplish ? Their high aims will doubtless 
result in giving an impetus and a life to the 
cause of Spiritualism in Manchester, to which it 
has hitherto been a stranger. No city or town, 
considering the number and intelligence of its 
inhabitants, has received in so careless and 
unenthusiastic a manner the cheering truths of 
Spirit Communion as Manchester. For proof 
of this assertion, I have only to point [to the 
miserably small band of a dozen or two Spirit­
ualists, who meet to hear a trance oration once 
a week in public : if a wretched little under­
ground, dingy room, almost out of the world, 
can be honored with the title of a public 
meeting-house.

This is a gloomy picture, certainly, but I have 
been informed that this Select Committee con­
templates taking a large room in the centre of 
the city, in which to hold weekly meetings and 
transact any other business connected with 
Spiritualism. Should they succeed in this, the 
probable effect will be to draw together hundreds 
of Spiritualists, who have gatherings at their own 
homes, and who would not otherwise leave their 
own pleasant firesides, to show their interest in 
the cause ■which they, nevertheless, have at 
heart. There are several private circles in 
Manchester, composed of goodly numbers, 
which contain trance speakers of no ordinary 
merit, and well developed mediums possessed 
of other beneficial gifts, who trouble themselves 
so little with affairs outside their own circles, 
and who are so far detached from the main body 
of Spiritualists, that few, if any, of them ever 
read a single Spiritualist publication 1

In Oldham, a town very considerably less 
than Manchester, and about ten miles distant, 
Spiritualism seems to be in a much more flourish­
ing condition, and this is dtif mainly to the 
untiring energy of one man alone, Mr. Thomas 
Kershaw, who has worked harder, and com­
passed greater public results, in the shape of 

substantial and lasting good to Spiritualism, 
than all we indolent Manchester Spiritualists 
have accomplished together. We dare not fetch 
from a distance any trance speaker, medium, or 
lecturer, except at long intervals, but he, on his 
own responsibility, engages mediums and lec­
turers frequently, and thus he awakens and 
keeps alive an interest and enthusiasm in the 
cause, never witnessed amongst us. Yet this 
worthy and indefatigable mail is possessed of 
no special advantages of any kind, but is sur­
rounded by material proverbial for its obstinate 
and uncultured roughness. Thus situated, he 
manages to fight his way through difficulties and 
opposition of every kind, and despairing Spirit­
ualists of other towns would prosper were they 
to follow his example—unfold their arms and 
work with right good will.

Madame Louise, 16, Brunswick Street, Man­
chester, is holding seances here several times a 
week, at which it is said, by persons who I have 
every reason to believe are truthful, there are 
startling manifestations. On the 26th October, 
the leaf of the table around which twenty 
people were sitting was taken off and laid down 
by the wall outside the circle ; the musical box, 
weighing about 10 lbs., was floated over the 
heads of the sitters, was wound up and played 
while floating. It also rapped out answers to 
questions while moving about above the sitters. 
Among the persons present were Mr. T. C. 
Davies, and his sister whose address is 215 
Brunswick Street, Manchester; Mr. Christian 
Reimers (see letter, in Spiritualist for Nov. 14, 
entitled “ Madame Louise’s Mediumship,”) and 
Mr. Gallacher, 56, Deansgate, Manchester. A 
gentleman’s (Mr. Moore) coat was taken off his 
back, and thrown across the room to two other 
sitters. On the 28th October, the musical box 
again floated in the air and played tunes ;■ the 
banjo, tambourine, and bell were also floating in 
the air at the same time. Spirit lights were 
hovering about Madame Louise while these 
manifestations were going on. Spirit faces are 
also seen at almost every seance held. Two of 
the leading secularists of this city, Mr. N. J- 
Ridgway, 123, Grosvenor Street, Manchester; 
and Mr. William Tarr, 123, York Street, Man­
chester, have attended two or three of her 
seances, and seen spirit faces. One of these 
gentlemen, Mr. Ridgway, who I know would 
not be easily persuaded to believe in Cardinal 
de Retz’s formula that, “ On se trompe plus 
souvent par ses mefiances, que par ses con- 
fiances,” left abruptly one night after seeing a 
spirit face, and afterwards seriously gave as his 
reason for doing so, that he' could stand it no 
longer because the face was so much like his 
mother’s. He himself is an old man, and his 
mother must have exchanged worlds many years 
ago. I am told also that a cauliflower was
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brought into the room by the spirits at a recent 
seance at which Madame Card was present. 
But perhaps the most interesting manifestation 
is the following message, which was given in 
direct writing on a slate :—

Dear Mother,—We are glad you have come here 
to-night; come often as these mediums assist us very 
much. Tell Mr. G-----  not to mind the contending
influence that is troubling him. We are at work for him, 
and we intend to make him useful to the cause of our 
great and glorious truth ; and those dear little ones whose 
loss he so much deplores, are busy with us for his 
advancement.

ANN.
Ann was the daughter, when in earth life, of a 
lady present. The Mr. G. mentioned in the 
communication was one of the circle •* and he 
has seen much of Spiritualism in America, 
having been in the service of the late Horace 
Greeley. Mr. G., in a letter he wrote to a friend 
(Mr. Fitten, Cheetham Hill, Manchester), whose 
name is well known in Manchester in connec 
tion with Spiritualism, says : “ There were five 
of us at Madame Louise’s s'eance a few weeks 
ago, and I must say that what took place was so 
convincing and extraordinary that I must decline 
to relate it here, but will be very happy to do 
so when next I see you.”

In another part of his letter to his friend Mr. 
G. says : “ You will see that it refers to me. 
At that time I was much annoyed by an evil 
influence (it is called the ‘ contending influence ’ 
in the spirit communication given above); and 
I am sure there was no person present aware of 
the fact, except the writer, who is Mrs. H’s. 
daughter, and who has been many years in the 
land of spirits.”

Mr. G. is himself a medium; and sometime 
ago while sitting in his own house, his little boy, 
who died when eight years old, promised to 
bring'his father a lock of his hair, which promise 
he fulfilled by dropping the hair in his father’s 
hand three weeks afterwards.

It may be said that the direct writing was 
through Mr. G’s. mediumship, and not through 
that of Madame Louise, but I have been care­
ful to inquire, and I am creditably informed that 
manifestations quite as strange and wonderful 
take place when no mediums are present except 
Madame Louise herself. I am unable to give 
any opinion of the mediumship of the lady in 
question; but the author of “ Where are the 
Dead?” and others equally able to judge, who 
constantly attend her s'eances, seem to be con­
vinced after witnessing the phenomena I have 
.described, that she is a genuine medium, though 
she still shrinks from test conditions.

F. SILKSTONE,
5, Elbow Street, Manchester.

* Mr. Gallacher, 36, Deansgate, Manchester.

CORRESPONDENCE.
To the Editor of the Christian Spiritualist.

Dear Sir,—In continuation of the occasional papers 
I have sent you, of communications received from spirit 
friends at home, in our family circle, I think the following 
may be both interesting and instructive :—

On the 8th of last December my son and his wife called 
in (address as before), and we sat down, my son and wife, 
my son-in-law, Mr. Barry and wife (my daughter), myself 
and wife.

During the time of prayer the table was moved, and we 
were instructed to join hands, Mr. Barry holding a pencil 
over the sheet of paper. On inquiring if any spirit friend 
had any communication to make? the following was 
written :—

“ John the Apostle in the Lord I salute you, and am 
here by the Master’s command, Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday to-day and for ever. Amen.”

Mr. Lowe, sen.:—I should like to ask you if .our 
Saviour ever drank any intoxicating wine ?

A nswer:—Our Lord never drank any intoxicating wine, 
or strong drink ; and sternly forbade its use. Never 
alcohol passed his lips while in the mortal state. What­
ever tends to debase man is unfit for Heaven, and unfits 
the victim, too, for the abodes of the blest.

Afr. Lowe, sen. :—Was the wine Our Lord made at 
Cana intoxicating ? •

Answer:—No ; everything that tends to harm, to ener­
vate, to reduce the powers of body or mind is an abom­
ination to the Lord.

Mr. Lowe, Sen :—Smoking tobacco is injurious ?
Answer:—Yes; it is an idle, wasteful, and injurious 

habit.
Now, this was quite contrary to Mr. Barry’s opinion 

and practice. But so his hand was guided ; with a 
recommendation added, that it would be better to feed the 
poor with the cost thereof. The writing was continued :— 
“ Man has several duties to perform ; 1st, to God, 2nd, to 
mankind, 3rd, to himself, by faith in the Saviour; 
manifested in good works towards our fellows ; and by 
carefully husbanding our physical and moral capabilities, 
so that the one talent may become ten.” “Where idle 
or lustful habits exist, true religion must of necessity be 
wanting. The Word may be preached, but little will be 
the fruits thereof. Take, then, all precaution. Go 
forth into the world with willing, holy hearts to do God’s 
work. Do it faithfully. And when your race is run, you 
shall enter into your eternal rest with great peace and joy. 
My mission is ended, ponder my words. The Master 
hath overcome the world. Amen.”

Here I gave utterance to a few words in prayer, which 
•were responded to by the others present. “Amen!” 
Immediately was written—-“Angels and Arch-angels 
repeat that Amen, for there is joy in heaven over every 
sinner that repenteth. John.”

Mr. Lowe, sen. :—When shall the Jews be brought to 
acknowledge Jesus, the Messiah, as their Saviour ?

Answer:—David shall answer you.
“Night resteth on Judah’s Mountains ; 
And still darkness on Jordan’s Valley ; 
Thick darkness enfoldeth the green pastures ; 
And a mist ariseth over the River of Life ; 
The children are far from their tents ;
And the sun hath gone down amid wailing ; 
Blood shall be poured out as water;
And the towers shall smoke in heaps, 
In that outpouring of the Covenant. 
But the morning shall arise apace ; 
As it rose on Pharaoh and his hosts, 
In the Red Sea.
All shall be passed away as a dream
Of the night.
Then the glory shall return to Judah;
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And peace unto my people Israel.
Thus saith the Lord !
Then cometh the end.”

We then found our ordinary departed relatives with us 
(whom we always find absent when higher beings arc 
present). With them we had short conversations, and 
salutations, and closed.

I am, Dear Sir, yours truly,
J. S. LOWE.

Sherborne Villa, Dartmouth Park, London, N.W.
(The above was crowded out last month).SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS.

Letter No. 21.
To the Editor of the Christian Spiritualist.

Dear Sir,—On the 17th of October I had the pleasure 
of a stance at Mr. Hudson’s, with M. Aksakof, of St. 
Petersburg, but the pictures were not so clear and beauti­
ful as I could have hoped might b« the case with one who 
has for so many years been an earnest and ardent Spirit­
ualist ; but still the fact is easily to be accounted for, 
when we consider how much fatigue and excitement he 
must have undergone during his visit to our busyand 
noisy London, where he attended seances in every direc­
tion, whereby his own spiritual atmosphere must have 
been rendered thoroughly turbid, which is highly injuri­
ous to the delicately sensitive manifestations of spirit 
photography. On the first negative were seen two faces 
under one head drapery, which comes slightly forward 
between the two, as if to divide them—the features are 
not very well defined, but, as far as one can judge, there 
is a great similarity, as if they might be twin-sisters. 
Against the side of the head nearest to us, a cross seems 
to be resting which is partly concealed by the drapery, 
and at the turn of this latter, before it reaches the chin, 
may be discerned some curious characters, which look to 
me like three letters, but not English ones ; they are 
lighter than the drapery on which they may, perhaps, be 
embroidered. On the next is a pleasant-looking female 
face, the lower part of which is concealed by a land of 
frill worn round the neck.

Ashe mentioned in your pages last month, Mr. John 
Lamont (vice-president of the Liverpool Psychological 
Society), had made an appointment for a sitting with me, 
and on the first negative was seen a spirit _ head, but 
although the bath had been in perfect condition when I 
was there on the previous day, it had now been in some 
way disturbed, as I believe by antagonistic spirits, so that 
the plate was covered with defects, and Mr. Hudson had 
to appeal to his unseen teachers for directions as to the 
additional chemicals that would be needed, so, as it would 
take some time to put it to rights, it was decided that 
Mr. Lamont should proceed with his brother and friend 
on their sight-seeing expedition, and meet me there again 
on the following Tuesday.

When I arrived, I learned that they had all just gone 
down to the studio, for that Mr. and Mrs. Guppy had un­
expectedly come in shortly after Mr. Lamont, so he had 
solicited of her the favor of a sitting with him fora photo­
graph, and she had an impression that there would be a 
flower manifestation, and her idea was that earthly 
flowers might, perhaps, bo brought by invisible hands, and 
placed on the little table by the side of which they each 
took their seats. When I joined them, Mr. Hudson was 
cleaning the plate, which M rs. Guppy held for a moment 
in her hand before the collodion was poured on, and the 
operation proceeded, but no flowers became visible to our 
eyes. After the exposure, Mrs. Guppy and I accom­
panied Mr. Hudson into the dark room, where there was 
gradually developed to our view a, flower manifestation of 
a different character to what we had expected, for above 
the table, not on it, appeared something like a cushion, 
on which are grouped x arious flowers, and among them 
what looks like a roll or tube of paper, and more towards 
the front or lower part of the cushion, is another tube, 
if I may so describe it, from one end of which flowers 
seem to be issuing. The whole is covered by a most 
transparent filmy gauze, part of which falls over Mr. 
Lamont’s hand, as it rests on the table. I am happy to say 

that it is a very good likeness of Mrs. Guppy, although 
I regret that her features were slightly shaded by a thin 
black lace veil.

When Mr. and Mrs. Guppy had left, we proceeded 
with our sitting, and on the first plate appeared the same 
spirit who had been on the other unfortunate negative 
(which was not varnished, and only one copy with 

difficulty printed, whereby I am enabled to trace the 
resemblance), but then lie was in profile, and now nearly 
full-face : he has a handsome nose, rather prominent, and 
a flowing grey beard. Eor the next plate, Mr. Lamont 
asked me to be in the field with him, so I stood by his 
side, and kept steady, although I heard a sound which 
filled me with dismay, hut fortunately he did not hoed it. 
The wooden back that closes in the photographic slide 
and keeps the plate in its position, had fallen to the 
ground, but Mr. Hudson, with great presence of mind, 
had clapped his handkerchief against it, and held it there 
during the remainder of the time needed for the exposure, 
but still he feared that the light must have done serious 
damage ; however it was not so fatal as it would have been 
but for the circumstance that the earner* is, as it were, 
within the dark room, s» the chief calamity that resulted 
consists of some broad dark streaks rising from below, 
which do not interfere with either of us, and the longest 
passes as if at the back of the spirit, but only has the 
effect of deepening the shadow between her sweet face 
and the drapery surrounding it.

A few days later I had a sitting with Mr. Edward, and 
on the first plate, as if lying on the back of the chair by 
his side, but extending towards him in the air to about as 
much width more, is what looks like a white linen cloth 
in little puffings as if covering something, and upon it 
there are leaves or flowers. When Mr. Hudson enquired 
of the spirits what the manifestation represented, he was 
answered, “Fruit;” which, perhaps, may be underneath 
the cloth. On the next was a female spirit with dark 
hair, only having a very s ight veil at the back : but she 
seems to have been too eager in her impetuous desire to 
manifest herself, so that her features are not so clear as if 
she had been calmer, which is one of the great difficulties 
that have to be contended with in the length of exposure 
that is needed for this class of work. He then placed the 
photographs of his two children on the table, when again 
there was a spirit head and bust, but not very clearly 
defined.

For the final sitting, I had to make a slight alteration 
in the position of the two photographs, so as to set them 
a little apart, and when the negative was developed, we 
were surprised to see representations of them on the upper 
part of the plate, but so faint that Mr. Hudson feared 
they might altogether vanish under what is technically 
termed the fixing process, so he appealed to his spirit 
guides for advice, and was told to print from it in that 
state, which he has done, and they shew very well, but it 
is not becoming to the sitter, who remains a great deal too 
white. This picture has given me a marvellous lesson, 
for a Btream of light almost the width of the card rises 
towards the spirit likenesses from their earthly prototypes, 
not in a straight line, but as if slightly curved, and it 
enables me to understand in some degree what has been 
so frequbntly proved to me, namely, that the mere fact of 
taking one of their portraits into one’s hand, while mind­
ful of the spirit there represented, is immediately known 
to him (or her), and may, perhaps, attract him to visit the 
earthly friend in whose thought he dwells, whether he 
may or may not have been known to him in this world. 
We have been told through many mediums that all we 
care for here, even of inanimate objects, has its spiritual 
existence in our own mansions above, and our loved ones 
gone before must rejoice as much in having our likenesses 
as we do in having theirs, thus, those spirit duplicates of 
the children’s pictures form, doubtless, a portion of the 
treasure, belonging to the grandmother who has been 
removed from this world’s cares, and when she, in her 
distant home, sees the vibrations of those connecting 
threads of light, she may also be enabled to read oh its 
to us invisible wire, whether it would be well for her to 
take a flight earthwards, and this explains how such 
links should be a real summons.

I have had one curious stereograph, which I hope some 
day may be interpreted to me. I was impressed to place 
the Bible on the table before me, and open it; when I 
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looked down, my eyes fell on the verse which is thrice 
repeated in the 107 th Psalm, but which I love more dearly 
in the Prayer Book version, “Otliat men would, there- 
tore, praise the Lord for ILis goodness : and declare the 
wonders that He doeth for the children of men.” Close 
to me stands what appears like a spirit form, but rising 
upwards from theshou.der at the back seems to be awing, 
omy visible enough for us faintly to discern the out ine. 
Cn the head is a cap nearly flat, looking as if made of 
jewels ; and instead of a face, there is a star apparently 
a of jewels. It may be that as our work proceeds, 
what has here been dimly shadowed forth, may be given 
in full brilliancy.

Believe me, yours sincerely, 
GfiORGIANA HOUGHTON.

"0, Delamere Crescent, W., November 1-lth, 1873.
---------- >----------

THE GLEANER.

Dr. Sexton will lecture in Manchester on December 4, 
5, and 6.
. Mr. Burns announces the publication of a “ Spiritual­
ist’s Almanack ” for 1874.

Triibner and Co. are preparing to issue Mr. Robert 
Dale Owen’s Autobiography.

Miss Lottie Fowler’s present address is “ Care of Mr. 
Hinde, Bright Street, Yarm Road, Darlington.

There has been a discussion at South Place Chapel, 
Finsbury, London, on the subject of Spiritualism.

The Melbourne Harbinger of Light, for September, 
says that there are now two Spiritual Societies in that 
place.

The debate on Spiritualism at South Place Chapel, 
referred to in another paragraph, has been adjourned for 
a month.

Mr. Morse’s anniversary soiree was a success, in spite 
°f the little confusion arising out of the appointment of a 
chairman.
t On Nov. 19, the London Dialectical Society debated 

The New Superstition ; the Religious Aspect of Spirit-

John Rowe, 4, Greville Street, Holborn, London, is 
Publishing a shilling work by subscription, and invites 
assistance.

Mr. T. Dowsing, I, Albert Place, Framlingham, 
Suffolk, wants a lecturer on Spiritualism for his town and 
neighborhood.

Inquirers into Spiritualism in the town of Brighton 
may get some information by applying to Mr. Bray, 82, 
bt- James’ Street.

The Cornhill Magazine, for November, contains an 
article on the “Growth and Decay of Mind.” It is 
essentially materialistic.

We have heard from our friend Dr. Newton, -whose 
address at the time was Arcade Hotel, Sacramento, Cali­
fornia, No. 18 Room.

Miss Florence Cook, of Hackney, continues to develope 
her mediumship. Some particulars are found from time 
to time in the Spiritualist.

Spiritualism has found its way into Vancouver’s Island, 
British Columbia, where our publications are eagerly 
looked for as each mail arrives.

Letters on the subject of the “National Association of 
Spiritualists ” may be addressed to Mr. T. Everitt, 
Lilian Villa, Holder’s Hill, Hendon, London.

Mrs. Cora Tappan is engaging a large share of public 
attention by her London lectures, lengthened reports of 
which appear from week to week in the Medium.

An account of the sudden death of our good friend 
Mr. Hawkes, of Birmingham, and which we believe may 
he relied upon, is to be found in the Medium for Novem­
ber 21.

Persons who may desire to aid the Spiritualist by adding 
to its temporary subscription list, can remit to Mr. T. W. 
Faunton, Hill House, Versailles Road, Norwood, Lon­
don.

There is a letter in the Spiritualist for November 14, 
from Mr. Christian Reimers, of Manchester, on Madame 
Louise’s mediumship, to which we have drawn attention 
elsewhere.

“ Parallax,” a gentleman well-known in England as the 
opponent of the Newtonian philosophy, is studying 
Spiritualism with a view of giving publicity to his opinions 
concerning it.

Dr. Sexton has been taking a somewhat lengthy tour, 
and upon the whole, a very successful one. We have no 
hesitation in saying that as an advocate of Spiritualism he 
has not his living equal.

We are promised, towards Christmas, a discourse by 
Mrs. Tappan, embodying “ a history of her career as a 
servant of the spirits.” A committee of ladies is getting 
up a special meeting to hear the discourse.

The Freemason newspaper has a discussion going on in 
its columns about Spiritualism. A new paper, called the 
Free Speaker, recently launched into existence, is also 
willing to open its columns to the same subject.

Mr. W. Richards, 7, Tachbrook St., London, S.W., 
asks us to announce that a new Association for investiga­
ting Spiritualism is being formed in his locality ; and that 
he would be glad to receive the names of persons inter­
ested therein.

Dr. Simms, a believer in Spiritualism, has been deliver­
ing two lectures in London, on his own new system of 
Physiognomy, and will continue to do so for a short time, 
before going abroad. He is now at Westbourne Hall,. 
Westbourne Grove.

The Rev. F. W. Monck has recently delivered two 
lectures on “ Spiritualism,” at Trowbridge, followed after 
the second one by a semi-public stance. The attendance 
was by no means large ; at least so a gentleman tells us 
who was present.

Mr. Robert Harper, formerly of Birmingham, is deliver­
ing a series of six discourses in the Cavendish Rooms, 
Mortimer Street, on Sunday mornings, at eleven o’clock. 
Two discourses remain for delivery ; one on “ Mother­
hood,” and the other on “ Mesmerism.”

Mr. Burns is well-known as the uncompromising oppo­
nent of Christian Spiritualism. It is somewhat strange, 
therefore, to find that the Medium, of which he is editor 
and publisher, should take so much pains to advertise Mr. 
Monck, who avows himself, and quite consistently, a 
Christian Spiritualist. .

The Christadelphian Publication Society, 69, Upper 
Street, Islington, London, has issued “An Antidote to 
Spiritualism,” by John Thomas, M.D. We have read it, 
and have nothing to say by way of reply to a man who is a 
simple dogmatist, and who studies how best to insult his 
opponents.

Mr. Thomas Blyton, Secretary pro tern to the British 
National Association of Spiritualists, has kindly sent us a 
proof sheet of the Constitution and Rules which were 
submitted at the meeting of the Provisional Council held 
on 24th ultimo. Mr. Blyton’s address is 12, High St., 
Bow, London.

Our respected friend, Mr. Thomas Brevior, author of 
the Two Worlds, has sent us a little volume of his, 
entitled “Wayside Verses.” It is altogether pleasant read­
ing ; often reminding us of both Tennyson and Long­
fellow, and should be in the hands of Spiritualists, if 
only for the sake of its author.

Mr. J. T. Markley, who is gradually becoming known 
in»the Spiritualist world, and who formerly resided at 
Peterborough, has removed to Manchester. He is open 
to lecture upon literary, social, or temperance themes ; 
and we shall be glad to hear that our intelligent young 
friend succeeds in getting engagements.

The Rev. Wickham Tozer, minister of the Carlisle 
Congregational Chapel, Lower Kennington Lane, has 
been delivering a series of discourses on “Man’s inter­
course with the Spirit World, and illustrative cases of 
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Spiritual Manifestations.” What will his deacons say ? 
and what will the'state of the chapel treasury be, very 
soon ?

Since our last issue we have received the following 
names as agents for the sale of the Christian Spiritualist: 
Mr. Edwin Kelly, 23 Medlock St., Hulme, Manchester. 
—Mr. W. J. Hart, Union Passage, Bath.—Mr. R. Mor­
gan, Little Angel St., Worcester.—Mr. J. S. Bland, 42, 
New King St., Hull :—and Mr. J. Hayward, No. 1, 
Corn St., top of High St., Bristol.

Our kindly and energetic friend, Mrs. Tebb, tells us 
about ^1,000 are needed for establishing Mr. J. M. Spear 
in a modest little house of his own. In addition to sums 
already noticed, amounting to £2$, Mrs. Tebb advises 
us of five other sums, amounting altogether to Z’15 17s. 6d. 
We shall be pleased to acknowledge these additions to 
the funds, from time to time.

The Lecture on Ministering Spirits, by the Editor of 
the Christian Spiritualist, delivered at Lawson’s Rooms, 
Gower St., London, on October 8, formed the basis of 
an article in the Christian World for October 31, entitled 
“ The Spiritualists again.” To that article Mr. Young 
replied, and the reply appears in the Christian World for 
November 14, and will be found reprinted in these .pages.

The columns of the Spiritualist, which now appears 
weekly, and is reduced in price to threepence, contain 
much information respecting the “National Organisation 
of Spiritualists while the number for November 21 
gives the rules, in extenso, which the organising committee 
of the National Association will recommend to the 
council for adoption, after the council has been enlarged.

Mr. Young’s lectures at Bath were followed on the 
subsequent Sunday evening by an address in the Bath 
Theatre Royal, delivered by Mr. Charles Dealtry, who 
announced himself as “the uncompromising foe of 
Spiritualism,” which he said was immoral in its tendency, 
and “ generated in some a mania for suicide.” An out­
line of Mr. Dealtry’s address appears in the Bath Chronicle 
for Nov. 20.

The Spiritual Magazine for November is an average 
number. “Experiences of a Lady’’points to physical 
manifestations, and is the continuation of an article of 
some months ago. The same number contains two 
articles by Mr. Beattie, of Clifton ; one on Photography, 
and the other on “Recent Manifestations in Clifton.” 
There is also an article criticising Miss Frances Power 
Cobbe’s Dawning Lights, a volume published a couple of 
years ago, by that well-known writer.

Our friend, Mr. Aaron Watson, formerly our energetic 
and valuable correspondent at Manchester, has recently 
removed to Newcastle-on-Tyne, where, in connection 
with a friend, he has brought out a weekly journal of 
local and general criticism, entitled The Newcastle Critic, 
price one penny. The first number has just reached us, 
and the objects which the Critic sets before itself are 
admirably put in the first article, entitled “ About Our­
selves.

Dr. Boulland, a native of Paris, and late Professor of 
the French language and literature in the Sydenham 
College, is prepared to receive pupils and attend schools 
and families. This gentleman represents in England the 
Revue Spirite, a French Spiritualistic periodical founded 
by Allan Kardec ; and from him any information respect­
ing that periodical may be obtained. Dr. Boulland’s 
address is 98, Lupus St., Pimlico, London. We hope 
our London friendswill help our French brother, who 
can give the highest references, and whose term* are 
moderate.

“The second series of Gower Street Meetings will be 
held when Parliament opens, unless imperative need 
arise before. Following that series will be the Postal 
District Public Meetings. In the interval between now 
and then, the arrangements as to the district halls, and 
other details connected therewith, will occupy our atten­
tion. We rejoice that no loss of time arises, as the public 
weekly orations of Mrs. Tappan and others will usefully 

be in action to instruct the public mind as to the true 
nature of Spiritualism. J. Enmore Jones, President of 
the Spiritualist Institute of England : Henry Bielfield, 
Elon. Sec.”

The Rev. Mr. Inglis, of Kendall, read a paper on
Witchcraft ” to the members of the Literary and Scien­

tific Institute of his town, on October 27. There was a 
numerous and respectable assembly, of whom a large pro­
portion were ladies. We understand that Mr. Inglis has 
acceded to a request made to him to print his paper. 
We shall be very glad to receive a copy of it, and thank 
our unknown friend for sending us the Westmoreland 
Gazette, which contains a newspaper report of it.

Mr. Young delivered two lectures on “ Spiritualism ” 
in the Assembly Rooms, Bath, on November 12 and 13' 
The weather was extremely inclement ; but the audiences 
were good, and listened with evident interest and pro­
longed attention. Good reports were given in the Bath 
Chronicle and Keene's Bath Journal, Mr. Young 
lectured at Bristol also on November 19 and 20. The 
local press did him full justice, giving long and careful 
reports ; but the audiences there were small, and behaved 
extremely badly ; so much so indeed that serious thoughts 
were entertained of calling in tile police.

Readers of Charles Dickens’s Edwin Drood will remem­
ber Mr. Thomas Sapsea, and the epitaph he wrote upon 
his wife. In the professed new portion of Edwin Drood, 
said to be given through the hand of an American medium, 
Mr. Sapsea is made to try his hand on writing his own 
epitaph in advance. It begins, “ Here lies Hon. Thomas 
Sapsea.” Now if Charles Dickens was the spirit who 
controlled this medium, he must have known that Mr. 
Sapsea could not properly describe himself as “ Hon.,” 
as the auctioneer was not the son of a nobleman. Does 
not the use of that little term “Hon.” point to the 
really American origin of this attempt to finish Edwin 
Drood?

Our friend, Mr. Benjamin Hawkes, of New Street, 
Birmingham, a gentleman well-known in that town 
in connection with the Spiritualist movement, was 
addressing a public meeting in the Athenaeum Assembly 
Rooms, Temple Row, on Sunday evening, November 
16, when he fell back on a chair behind him. A sur­
geon came up to the medium, and found him dead. The 
Standard report of the transaction ends by saying, 
“ Perhaps a more exciting scene never occurred than the 
death of this man, with the wild words of his fervent 
belief fresh on his lips.” So much for the way in which 
t he Standard looks on such an event.

Newspapers, Books, &c., Received with Thanks. 
—Oxford Times, for Oct. 18, and Nov. 1.----- Christian
Shield, Nos. 1 and 2. Edited by Dr. Joseph Parker. 
Price one penny. London : F. G. Longley, 29, Faring- 
don Street.----- New Era, Edited by Dr. Sexton. Price
two pence. London : James Burns.----- Christian Leader,
for October 18 and 25.----- Wayside Verses, by Thomas
Brevior, author of “The Two Worlds,” &c. No price 
given. London : Pitman, 20, Paternoster Row.-----
Christian World, for Oct. 31 and Nov. 14.----- Pheno­
menal Man. A Rosicrucian Lecture through Lucien 
Alston. Price three half-pence. Nottingham : S. E. 
Hackett, Borough Offices.----- Western Daily Press, for
Nov. 1, 20 and 21.----- Bath Chronicle, for Nov. 6, 13
and 20.-----Trowbridge Advertiser, for Nov. 8and 15. 
Westmoreland Gazette, for Nov. 1.----- Temple Bar,
for November.----- Bath Express, for Nov. 8.-----
Keene's Bath Journal, for Nov. 8 and 15.----- East and
South Devon Gazette, for Nov. I, 8, 15, and 22.   
Bristol Times and Mirror, for Nov. 11, 20 and 21.---- "
Birmingham Daily Gazette for Nov. 10.---- -Banner of
Light, for Oct. 11. Religio-Philosophical Journal, for 
Oct. 18.----- Ancient Witchcraft, Tried by the Word 0/
God. Second edition. No price given. London
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Banks, Racquet Court, E.C.----- Revue Spirite, for Oct.
Price one franc in France. Paris : Bureaux, Rue de 
Lille, 7.----- Western Daily Press, for Nov. 18.------ Old
and Bew, for Nov. Price 35 cents. London : Sampson, 
Low, & Co.----- Newcastle Critic, for Noy. 15 and 22.
Price one penny. Newcastle : Douglas and Watson, 40, 
High Bridge.----- Bristol Daily Post, for Nov. 20 and 21.

yBristol Times and Mirror, for Nov. 20 and 21.-----
Wilts and Gloucester Standard, for Nov. 22.

--------- +---------

POETRY.
SPIRIT JOY.

HERE was joy in Heaven !
There was joy in Heaven !

When this goodly world to frame 
The Lord of might and mercy came; 
Shouts of joy were heard on high, 
And the stars sang from the sky—

“Glory to God in Heaven !’
There was joy in Heaven ! 
There was joy in Heaven I 
When the billows heaving dark, 
Sank around the stranded ark, 
And the rainbow’s watery span 
Spake of mercy, hope to man, 

And peace with God in Heaven !
There was joy in Heaven ! 
There was joy in Heaven ! 
When of love the midnight beam 
Dawned on the towers of Bethlehem ; 
And along the echoing hill 
Angels sang—“ On earth good-will,

And glory in the Heaven 1”
There is joy in Heaven ! 
There is joy in Heaven 1] 
When the sheep that went astray, 
Turns again to virtue’s way;
When the soul by grace subdued, 
Sobs its prayer of gratitude,

There is joy in Heaven 1 
Bishop Heber.

----------- .*------------

OUTLINES OF SERMONS.
No 36.

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meek­
ness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 
Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ.” 6 Galatians, I., 2 v.
I- The right treatment of wrong doing is by no means 

the easy matter which some suppose it to be. Indeed, 
?Part from Christianity, as it is embodied in Christ, man 
■s almost certain to blunder when he attempts to deal with 
Wenders. Some take the purely legal way, which con­
tents itself with pointing out the law, the infraction of the 
aw, and the consequent penalty. Others fly off into the 

opposite extreme, indulging in what Carlyle calls “rose 
tvater sentimentalism,” and being far more anxious to 
save the patient from all pain, than to cure him of his 
disease. The Christian treatment of wrong-doers avoids 
Me extremes just named ; for while it maintains the strict- 
dess of law (6 Romans, 23V.—6 Galatians, 7. 8v.) and 
has also words of comfort for the offender, (2 Cor. 5c. 18 
to 2 Iv.) in neither overlooks the guilt, nor renders guilt 
n hopeless thing. Its aim is, in one word, Restoration.

2. The case supposed in the text is one of actual, al­
though not of deliberate and wilful, transgression. It is 
the case of one who is suddenly surprised by temptation 

into wrong doing, and who by one word, or one act, falls 
from his stedfastness. Take the cases of Moses, Elijah, 
David, and Peter as illustrations.

3. The Apostle prescribes the duty of restoring such an 
one, thus teaching that restoration should be looked upon 
as a possible thing, and as man’s duty to man. We are 
not to be indifferent to the wrong doer, or to his error ; 
but to restore him to right feelings about the error itself, 
to confession of the error, to amendment, and to hope. 
If we do not, the soul of the wrong doer will be kept in 
a fallen state, and one error will lead to others. The 
fallen one is to be restored by honest yet sympathetic 
dealing with his case ; by pardon following penitence ; 
and by such helps as the particular case may require.

4. The text names what it calls the “ Spiritual,” or 
Christians in whom the Spirit of Christ reigns supremely, 
as the fitting persons to do the work of restoring a fallen 
fellow creature. We naturally seek for the best workmen, 
the most thoroughly cultivated teachers, and the most 
perfect .writers, when the task we wish to be performed 
is one of difficulty, and requiring skill. And so in the 
present case, average goodness and a mere good disposi­
tion are not enough. A deep and wide experience of 
human nature and human life, and such a love of good­
ness as only the greatly good can possess, must be brought 
to bear in the work of restoration.

5. The work should be set about and continued in the 
“spirit of meekness.” Satan cannot cast out Satan; 
unmixed severity is as degrading as it is useless ; merely 
upbraiding another for his fault only irritates ; while those 
who, in their efforts to restore the fallen, are continually 
reminding them of the contrast between themselves in 
their degraded position, and those who would seek to 
help them, are guilty of pride and meanness combined. 
The Christian spirit towards the fallen would manifest 
itself in those ‘ ‘ fruits of the spirit ” of which the Apostle 
speaks in 5 Gal. 22c. 23V.

6. The motives which should lead us to attempt the 
restoration of the fallen, are : our own liability to the 
same evil, in one form or another—the strong likelihood 
that we ourselves will fall if we vainly assume ourselves 
to be above such a liability—together with that “law of 
Christ.” which His whole life illustrated, and which 
teaches us to “ bear one another’s burdens,” sin burdens 
among the rest. Another, and very powerful motive to 
undertaking the restoration of those who are “ overtaken 
in a fault, ” is the fact of our common humanity: 
“ Brethren.”

7. If the Christian Church had lived out, in their 
entirety, the great principles of duty contained in the text, 
the world would never have heard of a system of Social­
ism ignoring and setting itself in opposition to Christian­
ity, for society would have seen that “ true Christianity is 
pure Socialism.”

F. R. YOUNG.
(Preached at Yeovil, and Swindon).

“ Sense and Wisdom Raise Hopes and Dissipate 
Fears ?”—Whatever the ailment none need despair of 
accomplishing a cure till Holloway’s searching and purify­
ing remedies have been fairly tried. A vast vanety of 
chronic complaints, which had baffled the most learned 
physicians, have readily been relieved by the conjoint 
action of Holloway’s curative agents. They act primarily 
in discharging all deleterious dregs from the blood, and 
secondly in rectifying disordered conditions of the secre­
tions caused by unknown or unavoidable impurities exist­
ing in the air or in the food, or resulting from late hours 
or dissipated habits. Cutaneous diseases frequently 
affecting the scrofulous, consumptive and feeble, yield 
with surprising rapidity to steady use of Holloway’s 
medicaments.
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TO INQUIRERS. STANDING NOTICES.

Persons who desire to inform themselves of the 
f undamental principles and evidences of Modern 
Spiritualism, are recommended to read, first of 
all, the following works:—■

Howitts “ History of the Supernatural.” 
De Morgan’s “ From Matter to Spirit.” 
Sergeants “ PlanchetteP 
Brevior's “ Two Worlds.”
Owen’s “ Footfalls on the Boundary of the Other 

World.”
Owen's “ Debateable Land between this World 

and the Next.”
Massey’s “ Concerning Spiritualism.” 
Alexander’s ('F.F.') “ Spiritualism : A Narrative 

with a Discussion.”
Phelps's “ Gates Ajar.”
Gillingham’s “ Seat of the Soul.”
Gillinghanis “ Eight Days with the Spiritual­

ists.”
Carpenter’s “ Tracts on Spiritualism.” 
f udge Edmonds’ “ Spiritual Tracts.”
* Horn#s “ Incidents in my Life.”
* Ballou's “ Modern Spiritual Manifestations 
*“ Confessions of a Truth Seeker.” 
Wilkinson’s “ Spirit Drawings.”

“ Hints on the Evidences of Spiritualism’’ by 
M.P.

Dialectical Society’s “ Report on Spiritualism I’
The above works can be obtained of, or through, 

Mr. fames Burns, Publisher, 15, Southampton 
Row, London. Mr. Burns, however, writes to 
tell us that the items in the above list marked 
with a star (*), are “ out of print.” We are 
very sorry to hear such bad news, but hope 
that persistent search after them may, at length, 
be the occasion of “out of print” being 
exchanged for “ second edition now ready.” 
There are none in the above list that should cease 
to be published. The Editor of this periodical 
does not, of course, pledge himself to every single 
statement made in any one of these books; but 
he does consider them to be worthy of perusal, 
and most of them invaluable aids to those who 
do really wish to know what Spiritualists have 
to say for themselves, and the grounds upon 
which their belief reposes. If it be said that 
this list gives the names of those works only 
which are on the side of Spiritualism, omitting 
those which are against it, we have only to say 
that the public are better inf or med of what our 
opponents have to say than what we ourselves 
have to advance in reply. It is a comparatively 
easy task to get a man to read what is thought 
to be an exposure of Spiritualism ; but it is not 
so easy to get what we have to say read, and 
read with candour.

1. When correspondents send Articles relating 
to sittings, entrancements, or Spiritual phenomena 
of any kind, they must, in the communications, 
give dates, names of places, names of persons, 
and residences, in full, and for publication. Un­
less they do so, their communications will not 
be inserted. It is due to the public, who, from 
whatever cause or causes, are more or less scep­
tical about Spiritualism, that they should be fur­
nished with details which they can trace and 
verify ; and if Spiritualists are not willing to sub­
mit their statements to that ordeal, they will 
please not to send them to the Christian 
Spiritualist.

2. The names and addresses of contributors 
must be sent to the Editor, for publication. The 
rule by which anonymous contributions will be ex­
cluded will be absolutely obeyed; indeed all 
communications, of whatever kind, which are of 
an anonymous nature, will be at once consigned 
to the waste-paper basket.

3. The Editor will not undertake to return any 
rejected MSS., or to answer letters unless the 
return postage be enclosed.

Advertisements.

Post Fra, 6d., Cloth, yd.

Heaven opened, or messages 
DESCRIPTIVE OF THE SPIRIT HOME, 

FOR THE BEREAVED ON EARTH. By F. J. T., 
with Appendix, containing Scriptural Proofs of Spiritual­
ism and their correspondence with the present phenomena.

Critique: ‘ ‘ Heaven Opened ” has interested me 
exceedingly, it is wonderful! extraordinary ! and beauti­
ful ! I have always thought Spiritualism contrary to 
Scripture, and denying Christ’s Divinity. I now find 
this is a great mistake.

London : E. W. Allen, ii, Ave Maria Lane, E.C. ; J. 
Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C. '

By the Rev. GEO. BARTLE, D.D., D.C.L
. Fourth Edition, Price 4s. 6d.

An exposition of the church 
CATECHISM, with Copious Notes, Biblical 

References, and 300 Examination Questions, for Schools, 
Catechists, and Candidates preparing for Confirmation 
and Competitive Examinations.

“Full, lucid, and orthodox.”—Illustrated R.viou).
“ We know of no work of equal merit.”—Derby 

Mercury.
“ A marvellous compendium of religious truth.—Liver­

pool Courier.
“ An excellent work.”—Rock.

London : Longmans & Co., Paternoster Row.
And of all Booksellers.
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Advertisement.
Now Ready, in crown 8vo., price 7s- 6d., cloth.

Glitter and gold, a
Tale by Horace Field, B.A., Author of “A 

Home for the Homeless,” “Heroism,” “Jesus Christ the 
Saviour of the World,” &c.
London : Longmans, Green, and Co., Paternoster Row.

Opinions of the Press:—
“ It is difficult to speak too highly of this novel. The 

characters are powerfully drawn, and altogether different 
to the ordinary creations of romance. They are quite 
natural, and go through the work of everyday life as men 
and women, and not as heroes and heroines of fiction. * * 
I he incidents are of a common character, but arc made 
as attractive as the most sensational episodes by the 
vigorous way in which they arc related. * * * The work 
ls, therefore, of a deeply religious character ; but in its 
method of treatment, and the healthy thoughts that adorn 
every page, it is quite distinct, as we have before 
intimated, from the ordinary religious novel. * * The 
language is chaste, the construction of the plot excellent, 
and the purpose worthy of all praise. Such a novel 
should make its author’s name a household word, for it 
is quite unconventional and admirably written.—Public 
Opinion.

“ A really graphic tale of domestic life, originally and 
pleasantly written in a religious spirit. The author has, 
no doubt, some peculiar opinions; but his singular 
humour, his evident honesty, and unhackneyed style, 
make the book alike remarkable and fascinating.”—John 
Bull,

A more extraordinary book it has rarely been our lot 
to encounter * * * bad men, mad men, lovely 
Sinners and lovely saints—this jumble of extraordinary 
Purposes and personages seethe, and hum and bubble 
before the reader’s eye like the witch’s cauldron, with Mr. 
Horace Field perpetually stirring the broth. No 
thoughtful reader could bestow his time and attention on 
this book without ample recognition of Mr. Field’s 
fidelity to life, and the subtle undercurrent of dry humour 
with which he depicts the scenes he has chosen.—Daily 
News.

‘ ‘ The reader of this novel, besides the interest springing 
from the bustling incidents, the terse and lively dialogue, 
und the diversified character of a clever fiction, will find 
a strong moral purpose and certain religious lessons per­
vading the whole. We warmly recommend it to our 
readers.”—Dunaee Advertiser.
. “His (the hero’s) ardent mind is presently absorbed 
m mystic visions of spiritual perfectibility, aided by the 
congenial sympathy of Grace Thornton, an invalid girl 
long unable to leave her couch, yet inspired by her 
enthusiastic piety with thoughts and sentiments of great 
originality and persuasive foxes.’’—Illustrated London

“The book is full of a very delicate spirituality.”— 
Church Opinion.

“ This is rather a clever work of fiction in more senses 
than one.”— The Church Herald.

“Nor, indeed, can it be said that any where in the 
volume there is a lack of sensation, for the spiriting away 
of Handyside to a lunatic asylum with false certificates, 
the tragic death of Truman, and two or three other such 
incidents disclose the secret that the author knows pretty 

Jle cannot keep up the book’s interest upon 
Spiritual courtship’ alone. But, after all, this latter, 

or nothing, is the be-all-and-end-all of ‘ Glitter and 
Gold,’ ’’^.fhe Illustrated Review.

Advertisements.
Now Ready, Price Sixpence.

OD AND IMMORTALITY, viewed in
relation to MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

A Discourse delivered in the City Hall Saloon, Glasgow, 
on Sunday Evening, February 23rd, 1873, by

GEORGE SEXTON. M.A., M.D., LL.D., D.Sc., 
Honorary Member of L'Accademia Dei Quiriti, at Rome, 

<frc., &=c., &c,

WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR—
Price Threepenc..

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF MACBETH.
A Lecture delivered before the Psychological Society of 

Glasgow, on May 4th, 1869.
“ We advise all playgoers and dramatic readers to give 

a glance at this pamphlet; they will be well repaid for 
their trouble, and will see the phases of Macbeth’s 
character far better than any actor of the present day can 
delineate them.”—Theatrical Journal.

“ The lecture is a full, careful, and philosophical 
treatise on the Shaksperian tragedy. Dr. Sexton makes 
the most patient analysis of the character of the Thane ; 
and in his conclusions, generally speaking, the student 
will readily acquiesce.—The Era.

Price Sixpence.
LIFE ASSURANCE; ITS ASPECTS AND 

ITS CLAIMS.
“We must admit that it is a production of singular 

ability.—The News.
‘ ‘ The arguments it contains in favor of Life Assurance 

are the soundest, strongest, most convincing, we have 
ever had placed before us. They are unanswerable.— 
Constitutional Press.

Price Eighteenpence.
HOLLINGSWORTH & MODERN POETRY.' 
With Selections from Hollingsworth’sPoems in the Anglo- 

Saxon Language.
“ Dr. Sexton’s Essay is interesting alike for its advocacy 

of truth as the ultimate test of beauty, and for the sterling 
knowledge of books and bookmen which peeps out on 
every page. ”—Biological Review.

“Dr. Sexton has succeeded in the task of making us 
familiar with the poet, and of fully appreciating his works ; 
the poet who is fortunate enough to have an editor as 
zealous, jealous, and able as the editor of Hollingsworth’s 
llorhs, need not be apprehensive of the coldness or 
neglect of the world.—Constitutional Press.

Just Issued, Third Edition, Price Fourpence.
THE ANTIQUITY of the HUMAN RACE.

Price One Penny.
THE CLAIMS OF MODERN SPIRITUAL­

ISM ON PUBLIC ATTENTION.
An Oration delivered at the Cavendish Rooms, London, 

on Sunday Evening, May I Sth, 1873.

Now issuing in Parts, Sixpence each, to be completed in 
One Volume, cloth lettered, Price ys.,

THE LUNGS IN HEALTH & DISEASE. 
Comprising the Anatomy and Physiology of the Organs 
of Respiration, and the Diseases to which they are liable 
with Eclectic and Hygienic Treatment, showing that Con­
sumption is not incurable.

London ; J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.
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Advertisements. Advertisement.
‘ The First Work ever written, in any language, on the 

subject of which it treats.”
CONSUMPTION;

Its Nature, Prevention, and Homceopathic 
Treatment,

WITH ILLUSTRATIONS OF HOMCEOPATHIC PRACTICE.

By Dr. William Hitchman, F.R.S. (Italy). 
London : Turner and Co., 74, New Bond Street, W.
“We have the authority of competent judges for 

affirming that this monograph is the most valuable con­
tribution hitherto made to the Homoeopathic Practice of 
Medicine. The author has been long and favourably 
known to the profession, and amongst the many advocates 
of the new system in Liverpool he stands facile princeps, 
and in the work before us has shown himself to be an 
able writer and independent thinker. Of all diseases to 
which the human race is liable, none excites equal dread, 
on account of its frequency and fatality, as Consumption. 
A treatise on the subject, therefore, which thoroughly 
investigates and clearly exposes the evil, cannot but be 
hailed with delight by the reading public. The brochure 
will fully answer the expectations of all, being concise 
and vigorous in style, painting in glowing language the 
course of the disease, lucidly expounding its causes, 
laying down laws for its treatment, giving valuable infor­
mation as to the mode of prevention, and educing 
numerous well-marked cases of recovery. It would be 
doing injustice to the work to cite either passages or 
cases, and we, therefore, strongly advise all to purchase 
and peruse it for themselves. Dr. Hitchman is the only 
Homoeopathic physician whose writings have ever received 
a place in the Lancet—the only homoeopath who has had 
the courage to attempt, or the ability to elucidate the 
history and treatment of pulmonary phthisis ; and we 
have reason to feel proud of our townsman. Heartily 
congratulating him on his performance, we wish it, in his 
own language, ‘ God speed.’ "—Liverpool Mercury.

This treatise is the most complete work on the subject 
of Consumption that has ever been issued by the Homoeo­
pathic press. It shows most conclusively that Consump­
tion may be cured by Homoeopathic remedies, if the 
treatment is not delayed too long. The nature and 
course of this serious disordei- are very lucidly explained 
in this interesting work, and the Homoeopathic treatment 
is illustrated by a number of recovered cases. No 
physician, after studying this volume, can be at a loss 
how to treat Consumption successfully, if the case is not 
absolutely beyond the reach of treatment. The volume 
is neatly got up, and should meet, as it undoubtedly will, 
with a ready sale throughout the United States—in short 
—‘ Hitchman on Consumption ’ is the best monogram 
in Homceopathic literature.—of great practical interest, 
scholarly and beautifully written.—North American 
Journal of Homoeopathy.

Eloquently written, and practically useful, and although 
ostensibly intended as a guide to the domestic manage­
ment of the sick, it is a work from which “ Physicians,” 
not a few, may gather some valuable information.— 
Monthly Homceopathic Review.

Also, by the same Author,
Lectures on the Art & Science of IIomceopathy,

1 vol. 8vo., cloth, 5s.

“ A Scarlet Ibis afloat under our northern skies.” 
FREELIGHT.

Vol. I., lately published, contains, amongst a great 
Variety of other articles—Organic Philosophy ; Science 
of Intelligence, or Mind and Brain ; A Royal Bed of 

Sickness ; How to Avoid the Doctor; Solids, Liquids, 
Gases, Critical Reviews ; Christian Theology and Modern 
Scepticism ; Anthropology, true and false ; Universalism, 
God, Immortality, Natural Phenomena, Divine Govern­
ment, Spirit, Matter, Life, Death, &c.
By William Hitchman, M.D., F.R.S. (Italy).

Author of “ Physiology of Inflammation," “Nature 
and Prevention of Consumption," Lectures on “ Spirit, 

Mind, Body," and other works.
“ ‘ Freelight ’ is the most remarkable and enlightened 

volume of the present day.”—Theatrical Journal.
‘ ‘ The prince of Magazines for thinkers. The name of 

William Hitchman is well known in the world of Free- 
thought.”—Messenger of Faith.

“ Wonderful, startling, unfettered, heterodox discus­
sion.”—The Exchange.

“ Dr. William Hitchman’s lecture in the Music Hall, 
London, on the “ Pleasures and Advantages of Science,’ 
was able, learned, brave, and out-spoken—well worth 
reading.”—National Reformer.

“ The Doctor is a writer of striking peculiarities, one 
of the most- remarkable of which is the union of a high 
professional and scientific position, with an enthusiasm 
for knowledge, overflowing in poetry ; the brilliancy of 
his imagination being exceeded only by the goodness of 
his heart.”—Journal of Social Science.
London : Office of New Era in Medical Progress,

15, Southampton Row, W.C. 
Communications for the Author may be addressed, 29, 

Erskine Street, Liverpool.
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