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first rehiearsed in the heavens. There are prepared
the agencies that preside over terrestrial destinies.
As thoughts are tirst conceived in the mind ere
thiey become embodied in words or actions, so in
that home of inspiring thought are pre-ordained
the potential causes of all effects to be ultimated in
the natural world.

In the “Lyric or tae GolpeEN Acg,” in that
portion ascribed to the poet Keats, are several su-

blown by archangelic lips :

FEden of coming days, America,

Upon thy mighty throne above the seas, :

‘Thou sittest hke a God enrobed with day ;

And, whien the Old World died, Heaven sent a
breeze,

And wafted to thes with that mighty blast,

I'rom out the ashes of great Europe past,

The new delivering Future; thou didst sit

Regnant ; in thy embrace the Spirit lit.

U Land above all others, shrined apart

Irom Europe's desolation, unto thee

Was given in thy pure, celestial heart,

To nourish long the fair child Liberty.

Ile drank at thy pure fountaing, and he grew.

Thy empire glorions, that mountains blue

And two-fold ocean bound alone, became

Ilis eradie of delight; far o'er the main

He guzed on dead oid Europe, and hLe said :

*The Old World lieth desolate and dead,

Killed by oppression—give it, Ged to me.”

Then voices from serene Eternity

Echoed his prayer; through spirals of white light,

From sky to sky, it thrilled the Infinite.

Lat the special point which T wish at this time

to illustrate, is the Spiritual yreparation of the

herocs of the American Revolution, for their su-

blime mission. .\t the close of a beautiful des-

cription of the origin and representative nature of

the classic mythology and of a scene in the Gre-

cian heaven, a super-ungelic personage is intro-

duced, who gives command that the sphere of the

Greclan Heaven shall fall upon, and invest the

American Land :

“ Rise, O my children, let your ancient seat,
Screne and vast, o'er western earth be spread,
And mild immortal light on man diffusive shed.

“ As morning pours its billows of red gold
(Ver lawny vale and hill, that star became
A sphere of undulated light and rolled
Fer westein Heaven - * *
(r'er the New World that vast Olympian fane,
Sublimely shone, and with its ether blended,
And over-arched its vault with spheres of beauty
splendid.”
The mighty Spirits known in classic song and
story are then represented as descending to re-ul-
timate in this, our Western Land, the virtues and
essential potencies that rendered thern illustrious
among the sons of men. They infused and in-
wrought their subtle essences and powers into the
herocs of our own Revolution, and inspired the na-
tion with unconquerable valor and perseverance.
I would therefore, carnestly commend the extract
which follows, to the severcst scrutiny of all skep-
tic and scoffing minds, and conjure the latter to
consider seriously whether the inspiration by which
such lines are conceived and expressed is from
above or below. As to its Spiritual origin, the
writer of this can bear the most ample testimony, as
he wrote as it fell from the inspired lips of the me-
dium.

And Phidias came, inspired with life divine,
From the Olympian Hall, on earth to fashion

A new and Jove-like form of strength sublime,
Impervious to the shafts of mortal passion.

His pure celestial ardors did impassion

And animate a youth; no Parian stone, fon,
No granite rock he wrought that waves may dash
And fires consume; he arched a mental dome,
That mind received a soul, that soul was Washing-
ton.

And Jove the Thunderer gathered in bhis hand
The streaming lightnings and he wove a spell
Round a young child; and wise Minerva planned
[Iis mental structure, and Jove’s thunders fell
Iarmless and mild, night’s darkness to dispel,
And made that mind deep-thoughted as bright
Of intellect, that roll with solemn swell [seas
In heavens above; and ancient Socrates

The youthful Franklin nursed on hisimmortal knees.

And thien voung Alcibiades, the swift

Mereurial Spirit, gathered in his hand

Brizht snn-tires golden from the purple drift

oI the sky's ocean, hastening to the land ;

And silver-footed Thetis from the strand

Of her divine Atlantie formed a bay,

Ard there grew up a youth in spirit grand,

Fed by salt =eas and storms in wild affray,
Impetucus, ficree and strong, and terrible as they.

11iz soul was formed for deeds of dreadless daring,

And he, eompanioned by the free-born gale,

Unfurled the Starry Banner, with it sharing

Peril and victory ; 'mid battle hail [fail;

He stood, nor blenched, though even Hope did

A gea-born Mars upon the bloody deck,

Pallid with rage, o mcteor fiercely pale,

Keen as Despair, till burning flames did fleck
That watery hell of rage; he thundered from his

wreek

Defiance to Old England, and he tore
Saint George's ensign with his red right hand
From its high place. **No more,” he cried, “no

more
Shail the Red Cross bear rule o'er sea and land.”
He scourged Saint George’s channel with a brand
That failed him never; and his cannon roar
Shook fearfully, although he bore command
O'er one frail barque, Lier proud imperial shore.
So the grim Viking stormed through pathless deeps
of yore.

Themistocles flew down as when of old
e burst old Persia’s might sublime agunder,
And reared a son impetuous, daring, bold,—
The wild steedsof his thought defied the thunder,
Still northern men recall with prideful wonder
Iow Allen stormed Ticonderoga's hold,
How, Samson-like, his spirit did outnumber
His multitndinous foes; defiance rolled

And hundreds cowered before one freeman strong

W% otker words, the drama of our eatthlify s

and beld,

The Spartans came, and in the rock-built towers

Of rudest North they fashioned into men

Their Spiritual essences and powers.

The ruddy Argives thronged the land of Penn,

Great Illium’s offspring, where with diadem

Of stars the emerald mountains lift their head

Toughened the limbs of mountaineers, to them

Gave constancy and truth; their souls were fed
With fires of patriot zeal,—this was their Spirit-

bread.

blime apostrophes to this country, which fire the
patriotic Licart with living zeal kindled from heav-’
enly altars, stirring the blood as by a trumpet!

To Marion's men in southern climes, inspiring

Came Epirots and Thracians; he who fought

With eiephants 'gainst Rome, their spirits firing

With deathless valor, in their bosoms wronght

Imperial constancy. All unbesought

Achilles from his heavenly mansion trod,

And to the Chief of patriots richly fraught

With love and wisdom, gave bright arms; the God
Of Morning sent to him the victory-bringing rod.

And Sylph-like Spirits, peopling heaven’s white
With Amphitrite and her Naiad train {ocean
Thrilled the great deep of that young world’s emo-
tion.
Theseus with all his mighty compeers came;
Star-bright Medea left her glowing fane,
And leaning from her fierce revolving car
Threw burning snukes to pierce with dying pain
Great Freedom’s foes; and from Olympus far
All Heroes drave their steeds, each shouting nerved
the war.

Then, leaping from the corpse of Europe dead,

Swept by white whirlwinds to his native heaven,

Young Eevolution unto Jove was led,

In bright Apollo’s car of splendors driven.

Then suddenly that burning vault was riven

Above Olympus, and in light descending,

The Demi-gods of nobler worlds, in seven

Great spiral hosts were seen with maortals blending,

Their victory-bolts they threw, inspired with love
unending, ’

The camp of Freedom gathered, and the roll
Of Fame with added heroes shone ; mankind
Thrilled everywhere and spurned the vile control
Of Tyranny, the Cyclop sudden tlind;
Then dawned the liberty of human kind ;
Then tusked Evil fell, and from his gore,
Wisdom, like young Adonis risen and shrined,
O'er ancient Madness smiled, and clasped once

more
Sweet Love, and taught mankind the Father to
adore.
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IMMORTALITY—OR WE LIVE IN GOD.*
BY J. B. FERGUSOXN.

WraT 15 DrortTarniTy P—With respect to God,
it is life without beginning or end. With respect
to man, it is life without end. Inspired minds have
given expression to the idea of our definition, thus:
first of God: * Whoonly Lath immortality, dwelling
in the light which no man can approach unto ; whom
no wman hath seen or ean see ;'t and secondly, of man
« For we are his offpring, jfor i him e live, move,
aud haveour beiny."}

The clear recognition of this idea depends upon
our interior consciousness, while its expression
will evar take the coloring of our culture, condition
and educational peculiarities. Al sane minds, of
all nations, recognise an instinctive life, that in de-
sire, at least, looks beyond the apparent dissolution
of death, while in proportion as any mind becomes
true to that desire and the countless visible and in-
visible ministrations it finds in that faithfulness, it
arises to the knowledge, privileges and power of
life in God. Life in connection with external ob-
Jjects, commencing with the first observation of in-
farcy and extending to the most comprehensive
horizon of hoary experience, is, of course, more
readily recognized; but in no one of its stages isit
perfectly satisfactory. The eye is not satisfied
with seeing, nor the ear with hearing; nor can any
one or all combined of the senses, bring to man the
fullness of his hope; while ever, beneath every re-
sult of external observation, there arises a reflective
life that looks beyond for a wider and more exalted
horizon. We, by this expericnce, come to know
ourselves as reflecting as well as perceptive beings.
By the one capacity we observe much; by the
other, learn more. We perceive that we arein a
world of material relations, connected to parents
and children, brothers, sisters and friends, who in
common with us are subject to a law of change
and the deep experiences of separation and disap-
pointment it involves. e reflect, and are led, in
reflective thought, beyend the parent for our ori-
gin, and beyond the change, however appalling, for
our companionship, apparently dissolved. And by
the aid of these reflections, gathered and brought
down to us in the forms of our civil and religious
culture, we name the power recognized before us
and before the parent who preceded us, Gop, and
in this thought, realized in any degree of distinct-
ness, we begin to know we live in Him more than
in any cxternal relationships. This thought deep-
ened, findsa law of life immortal, in which kindred
ties are seen to be llnked in indissoluble bonds, of
which our natural affections and friendships were
the foreshadowing intimations. Under the exercise
of these reflections it will be found that hope is a
native impress upon our being, and that it ever
soars beyond cxternal achicvements. It reveals
the highest and dearest ends of that being, and
after their happiest consummation, still leads on
and ever on. True, it reflects the passing objects
of earthly care and pleasure, and often holds back
its flight, to wcep over the sad reflections through
which it held its way ; and it may be it will stop
there till its tears, as a flood, shall sweep away the
really flimsy, but, apparently, insuperable barriers
of avarice and hypocrisy that stay its flight; but
again, in higher ends and better interests, it holds
its way, forgetting or despising the idolatry of the
past. What we desire to express is, that the re-
flective capacity in man, which finds a God in the
past, finds an immortality in the future, and its
evidences increase with the depths and heights to-

*From * Discourses on Divine Tllamination.”,

4Timothy vi. 16,
} Acts xvii, 28,

ward which its free exercise ever leadeth. Tts first
manifestation will be o very immature portraiture
of immortalily, but when, in its maturings, it has
passed through the storms and sunshine of a varied
fortune, it lifts its head above the blasts around
and finds its visions expanded to take in the eternal
evidences of life immortal, with its indissoluble
ties of kindred in God as well as man.

e insist upon it. therefore, that self-commu-
nion alone can bring the unshaken evidences of
our immortality. In our fleshly vision we have a
dim observation of good, while in our stlf-commu-
nion we counteract the influences that would se-
cure our servility to the passing scenes, and rise
above basc idolatry to the cherished hopes we have
in God. e have life in two worlds, the outer and
the inner. The one we realize by perceptions, but
even these, when followed in their essential mean-
ing, lead to the other. That other we realize as we
retire within it, and in this retirement of the mind,
we find the purified affection and interest of every
kindred one who has thrown off the outer.

In it we hear ‘““the voice of the Lord God,” as
did the fabled Adam in the cool of the day; we
have the consciousness of acceptance, as had the
grateful Abel; we find the skill of art as has many
a Tubal-Cain, and the spirit of prophecy as did
Noah and his Spiritual successors. Angels converse
with, deliver and console us as they did Abraham ;
we wander with Tsaac in the ¢ool retreats of even-
ing meditation ; wrestle with Jacob, and behold
his angelic ladder leading up to the very gateway
of heaven, and feel the foreshadowings of the for-
tunes of our kindred, as the Spirit, disciplined by
the sad vicissitudes of adverse life, brings the so-
bered reflections of age as tliey visited his dying
couch. Upon many a staff, worn and trembling,
we lean and look, till, with Moses, we behold the
unconsumed bush, whose livid glare is lost only in
the pillowy cloud of hope thatleads before and de-
fends behind. The gathered hosts of human breth-
ren make many mountains of flashing rage from
whence comes forth the law of God, broken, ever
broken upon the flinty stone, but renewed in the
softened heart of humanity. We wander o'er de-
sert paths beside flerce enemies, and find our sup-
port and comfort in angel's food. We hear “ the
still small voice” that comforted the prophet, and
which the roar of the avalanche and the shakingof
the earthquake cannot hush; and strains of heav-
enly music break upon the bedizened ear in psalms
as holy and more loving than David sung. From
dusty ways of tumultuous strife and labor, we, too,
ascend the mount of God, znd hear of death’s de-
liverances that make a Calvary glorious, and a Je-
sus King: while the gloom of Phillipian prisons,
and the loneliness of our Patmos, iz driven away
by the praises of our God and the visions of im-
mortality that no external imagery can depict. In
a word, we find our eternity, whick is life, and life
in God, born of heaven, and wafted over the sable
mantle of “Death’s dark valley.” We learn that
we live in God, and the living evidence administers
to every thought, affection and hope.

If welive in God, and God is immortal, our life
is immortality—an immortality no change of out-
ward relations can ever destroy. To bind the soul
by a chain of despotism in religious faith, or bury
it in the sepulchre of materialistic doubt, alike pre-
vents the entrance of the light of immortality.—
The one makes a prison, and the other a grave for
our higher nature, and is difficult io decide which
is the most hopeless state of man: sectarianism
or Pyrrhonism. Freedom, alone, reveals the life
of man in God.

It is the freedom of my thought that has opened
the vision that knows that wothing is lost. 1 xxow
myself to be indestructible, and the knowledge is
open to any who have freedom enough to be true
to their own souls and the law of the better life
within. It is the highest attainment, as itis the
holiest assurance of our nature. If there is an
eternal individualization of God, and man is his im-
age, man is individualized, and therefore immortal.
In the moment of death, made awful by officious
ignorance and tyrannical custom, if this solemn as-
surance be given—no matter by whom, for God
speaketh in all-—that nothing is lost; that no par-
ticle of matter, much less of mind, can be des-
troyed; that the assurance that WE AR, can no
more perish than God can perish ; that the facts of
the soul can no more be annihilated than the Heav-
ens can be annihilated by a thought; and that as
long as we exist, the might of our love will findits
own objects and privileges—we are comforted. If
immortality and eternity exist in God, and wE exist
in him; our love will find, ever find, its immorta-
lity and eternity, Let then, the sorrowful billows
roll over me and my soul sink into the depths of
grief, I fall upon the bosom of Eternal Sympathy,
and while my heart heaves in voiceless emotion
within, I say, Father I love thee and trust thee for
the treasures of my love and hope!!

But yesterday I was reclining, beneath the cool
shade of a tree of Nature’s own planting, upon one
of the tallest promontories of this fair and smiling
land. Above me the Heaven was filled with the
light of God’s day luminary, and all the air was
belmy life and cloudless glory. Beneath the huge
cliffupon which I rested, in meditative observation,
the serpentine Cumberland was gently floating be-
tween the green lining of bending boughs and rocky
defiles, flowing, ever flowing op, on, to the deep, dis-
tant sea, that absorbs all, and yet destroys or anni-
hilates not one pure drop of its ceaseless fountain.
Behind and around me were the fertile fields of in-
dustrious husbandry, now extending the regular
lines of thick-bladed corn, while the golden har-
vest waved upon their border, or here and there
fell into the arms of the toil-worn but happy reap-

er. Thehot, dusty city to my left, with its roofs

shining in the mock fire of the sunlight, was stil},
as if the mandate of Heaven's summer had said
to its tumult, Peace! Many a rude cottage stood
in the open common or field, many a bright one in
the clustering shade, far as the eye could see. A
lordly palace here and there, amid cultivated and
flowery gardens, loomed above the green and yel-
low fields, beside the well paved walks, where giddy
frivolity and stupid dissipation too often reel from
the revel of the city, or the nightly glare of their
own proud halls. Tn my first view the hut and
the palace were isolated, where envy looked up,
and contempt down, upon the same daily scenes.
The field and the street were separated, where the
thin-visaged accountant and hard-featured toilsman,
knew not each other, save as interest or passion
commanded their attention. And even the lowly
cottage, almost hid in the green trees, appeared be-
fore me as the theatre where lovely woman was
sometimes enraged; where children ruffled the
peace of home, and stern mandates from unthink-
ing fathers, fell like lead upon tender emotions,
just budding into hope and joy. Beneath the sur-
face of this bright scene, that was sending its thou-
sand inspirations into my soul, I knew, for T had
felt and seen, there was much of untold grief, and
sad, wasting disappointment. And T said within
me: Is thisall? Ts this life of strnggle, of defeat,
of overburdening evi, of severing friendships and
mariyr-like patience, all? If so, the bright Heav-
en is a mockery; the flowing stream a tantaliza-
tion; the spreading plenty and beauty, the baits of
a demon, to poison in despair. Anew, and with
immortal power, gathered in the rebound of my
nature, I felt it wag but the beginning of man’s he-
ritage, and the ascension of all things around me
proclaimed and anticipated my own ascension, now
not far off. The tiny plant is ascending to the tree;
the splashing wave sends upward its purest exha-
lations, thrown off by its conflict with rode rock
and filthy depositings; even the dank savannah is
purifying itsel{ by the streams flowing in and out,
while nothing is lost! And am I less than nothing?
O! Heavenly Spirit, never, never, let the dark
mantle of such a thought spread its sad pall over
the ascension of my soul, as now again it feels, as
then, it felt Godlike and looked Godward.

It were unworthy to lie down and fondle be-
neath the clusterings of that vine of mortal wind-
ings, that malkes drunken and dumb the spirit
born to life and life’s great end—immortal happi-
ness! T feel and know that there is no system of
religious policy that guards and grarantees it as it
should. But I equally know and feel that there
are divine illuminings which, when once enjoyed,
instil within the heart of all, the consciousness of
Being eternal. Unchain thy thought, and the
claims of thy humanity, and the inspirations of thy
divinity will open a vision above every conflict of
immature conditions, when in bright or desolate
flelds of Nature's planting or man’s perversions.
Drop the sense of power usurped over the less for-
tunate of a common brotherhood, and thou wilt
cease to criminate thy God, or ally thy soul with a
malignity that would burn his Heavens to obscure
the hpe that struggles in the heart of the lowliest.
Make thy soul an honored guest within thee, and
its ternple will open its hypethral domes to im-
measured depths in life Immortal; while sympho-
nious sounds from lips whose external covering
moulds there beneath that bending tree, will sing
thy franchise, bequeathed by God to blend thy
soul in the interests of relationships eternal. No
longer, cynic-like, sit down on what the policy that
desolates the world under the guise of Religion,
calls sacred love, to profit by the misfortunes of
thy kind ; and the barriers that have detained thy
hopes, and held at bay thy progressive instincts,
will fall in their isolation, and be carried as the
drift floats to disturb the flow of thy spirit no lon-
ger. The clouds that dim the luminary of thought
arise from selfish scheming, while the winds of &
free humanity driveth them as the contrasts of a
brighter sky. No longer fawn beneath thy mis-
conceived prejudices. No longer lead or follow in
assaults that desolate some human heart. No lon-
ger succumb to the policy that dwarfs the native
impulses of thy soul. No longer suffer thy judg-
ment to be incased as adamant by the barriers
that false conceptions of God have created. No
longer bow to the machinations of the designing,
and then, amid every recognition of thy mundane
relations, will be seen the supermundane evidence
that prepares man to appreciate and behold the
genial influences of the heavenly spheres.

There is an epoch in every life, aye many of
them, in which thoughts immortal, traced by divine
inflaence, from our birth to our change called death,
that link the kindred ties of fond associations, that
rise above the funeral pile, to make of brotherly
and sisterly affection, fatherly and motherly care,
a galaxy of stars whose undimmed light, though
broken by the rude storms of earth, ascend to
Heaven to be shrined in God—for all are his * off
spring;” and “in Him we live, move, and have
our being.”

But my skeptical friend will tell me, h_e canno.t
sce his life in God, or the ties that bind him to it
in the transformed being of kindred departed.
True; but is sight the measure of .humxm kn.ow-
ledge? The eye conceals more ?hz.m it can possxb.ly
reveal, A wonderful organism it is, truly, but its
horizon is limited to external man'xfc.:statxons.s, and it
cannot see its own life. The medxmfm.l spring that
bursts from yon bank of the absorbing fxver, my
chemical friend tells me, holds.n soluu.on of :;1-
during iron, end I see it .mnke ita dep'omt oz.'n1 e
pebbly bed over Whlcb. it murmars its ;eaie es:
song. Shall I deny the iron in fhe glass he Oget
to my lips, because I canoot see it? And can tha

pebbly fountain conceal what my

fmd I,. presumptuously, deny the soul that hides
itself in the perennial stream of God-life that flow-
eth, ever toweth, through the forms it maketh, it
transformeth, aud rendereth beautiful even in its
flecay? A little nitric acid will dissolve the shin-
ing silver, with which men passinto a temporary
significance among their fellows, so that I see it no
more. Can I deny the silver because the solution
hides it from my eye? Is it not there as much as
when it bore the stamp of the mint, and the super-
scription of conventional authority? And shall [
deny that shining coin of the soul, becanse death
transforms it from my limited sight and touch?
Is it not here, not there, everywhere, in the degree
of its ascension ? Death hides from the eye, but not
from the mind, and in a higher sense, every opened
mind sees or realizes the presence, purified affec-
tion, or refined thought, of those who have taken
oGn she enduring and therefore invisible garment of
od.
Again, the most powerful and the only ubiqui-
tous elements of Nature are invisible. The circum-
ambient atmospbere—the engirding electricity, the
world-upholding aura, through whose plastic, and
yet sustaining ocean the planets move in their mys-
tic courses——what eye has seen them ?—what lens
reflects them ? The vivid lightning becomes vivid
and leaves the track of flame along the resistant
air and of its tremendous power in the fallen pile
and the scattered limbs of the giant oak; but the
subtle element, who has seen? So spirits, in the
form and out of it, are seen in their manifestations,
but the spirit itself; no eye hath seen or can see.
To the ascension of this thought, so feebly ex-
pressed, every mind is holding on its upward way ;
now in hopeful desire, and then in the anguish of
disappointment, but ever upward above the exter-
nal world of conflict, till the great transformation
makes its body and its soul alike invisible to the
outward sense; mother earth having claimed the
former, our Father, God—God the spirit in all,
through all and above all—claims the soul, indivi-
dualized from all other, and yet united in that one-
ness that soars above time and sense, to make them
subservient to eternity and spirit.
O, great and glorious word : Immortality ! Eter-
nity—Life—Love—Wisdom—God. As the thought
of it pours its sweet influences over my soul, I al-
most hear its strains of holy melody, floating o'er
and mingling in the great sea of strife beneath, to
win and carry upward the least sigh for the good,
the lovely, the enduring, unuttercd, it may be,
from the closed lips of writhing grief, drowned, per-
chance, in the hoarse and malignant notes of reli-
gious strife, and hushed in the tumult of business
and revelry, but still there and everywhere,
wherever a human soul lies encased or rises in its
measured freedom ; and there its calm, its grand,
its eternal anthem shall be heard, exposing and cor-
recting the wrong it has suffered, and making it
the mount of its own ascension upward, ever up-
ward in Eternal Progression. O, Immortality!
when the pale stars of serene and all-embracing
Heaven are hiding their soft beams in the clouds
of years and sorrows that gather o'er our earth;
when the dull years are circling the child of my
love and companions of my heart; when the loved
and the hidden come to my memory, as I sit be-
side the little mounds holding the dew-drop of si-
lent night, that prevents an obtruder upon my me-
ditations; when the sunny hours pass wearily, and
toil no longer beguiles ; when my sleep comes not,
and my dreams wander back to the ways of my
childhood; when the narrow vision of my eye
shall have answered its temporary end, then, O,
then, come with the whisper of angel voices, and
to the eye of my spirit, bring the day star of thine
own hope, whose never-dying light, upon the night
of my departure, shall break in beams of life, joy
and glory to all. Then I'll leave the living—
 To join the innumerable multitudes

Who have gone before me. Ah! the bound is

narrow,

And still how dark beyond; and yet how light!

The good man springs from earth on wings of

love

To love in heaven ! To roam among the stars,

To bask in fields Elysiam, 'mid perfumes,

And flowers, and amber lakes, and golden skies,

And thought, and light, and harmony forever.

0, God Immortal! I have fullest hope

Through thec. O fold me to thy loving arms

And take me home!”

And, at best, it is a deception arising from our
selfish indifferentism, that mistakes these rocks as
solid and our life as transient. The solid earth is
the phantom, and we, alone, are immortal among
its successive apparitions of perishable things.
Though it seems enduring as adamant, it is wash-
ing and dissolving away, and our individual being,
of all things seeming the most precarious, is alone
incapable of decay. Gigantic institutions, boastful
traditions, pompous wealth, and hard-fastened ser-
vility, exist by a tenure more uncertam_than S
sickly infant’s life, for they make a sweeping tide
upon which this poor, frail ship of human being
alone can ride the storm. The seas of time shall
rink and flow away; the mighty fleet of humsan
achievements will be carried into the impenetrable
night, while suspended as it were in the mid-heaven
of divine protection, we shall yet disregard our
perils, forget our toils, transcend our anxieties, re-
posing without carefulness in sublime peace in the
life of God, whilc the fashion of the world passeth
away. -

It is short-sighted and not far-seeing to look upon
the external as permanent. Life is the permanent
reality while its scenery, in physical observation,
is ever changing. A dull and heavy soul may fan-
cy its wealth, its rank, its name, its government,
real and eternal. It may sanclion its stupidity by
the forms and foibles of a religious boast, an_d thus
hide the light of an all-pervading, but, to it, un-
conscious faithh It may cven arguc and expound,
but unless it arise to the consciousness of the in-
finite seale of human life, it will not adrvance be-
yond the mere spelling lessons of its tuition, and
its religion will be as confused as it is noiry, until
very weariness will cause it to fall asleep, over its
hornbooks and the fatigues of its jargon, nhke_ deaf
to the lessons of divine wisdom and tbe reality of
that angelic hymn that swells upon the breath of
our morning land to keep the spirit open to the
skies. Poor spellings of the merest alphabet of
eternal wisdom are the dying forms of religion
around me, and the spellers arc unwiliing pupila
who feel not their life in God and deny its out-
pourings in those whose souls have found a !loher
dimension in the divine, and the divine in all
things. O Spirit of Love! help us to feel daily
that we are not our own, nor the world’s, nor the
priest’s, nor the ordinance’s, but the everlastxngi
Father's, and shall survive the little spaces of tha
limited ;’;erspectiye that too often chains our de-
sires, to find, experimentally find, that the things

eye canuot see,

seen sre temporal ; the unseen eternall



v —————

@hristian  Spiritualist.

Men are Honest, so long will Success follow
in the Foatsteps of their Labors.

Bo long as
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DARK CIRCLES.

«THE SOCIETY FOR THE DIFFUSION OF
SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE,” TO 4 LL
CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALISTS & TRUE
PROGRESSIONISTS

Always averse to dark circles, avoiding them on
all occasions, not only by example, but by the
most unequivocal and uncompromising condemna-
tion, have we opposed and denounced them. This
aversion and distrust has been greatly strengthened
by events which have transpired recently in our
city; and we would once again bear our testimony
against such performances as have, for the last few
weeks, drawn the curious and wonder-loring people
in crowds to the “ Davenport Circle.” We thought
to meddle in no way with them; being, as a Soci-
ety, in no way connected with them, or responsible
for their doings. But when, with our own eyes,
we behold—with our own senses, we perceive—
and conviction becomes a certainty to our reason,
we cannot refrain from an ‘utferance; especially
when such things are done in the name, and under
the cover of Spiritualism.

The reports brought to us, by men of diserimi-
nation—of cool, calculating discernment, quick and
keen—of the phenomena attendant on the manifes-
tations of the * Davenport boys,” induced us to
visit them; and when, after hearing and fecling
the noises and touches (of what purported to be
disembodied Spirits,) in the durk, we requested the
favor of a private sitting, which should be in the
light, the ready acquiescence with which they met
our request, seemed an assurance that all was, in-
deed, right.
gations, to any satisfactory extent, before the final

Circumstances prevented our investi-
depouement and exposures attendant thereon,
whereby a new reproach is cast upon Spiritualism ;
unreasonably, unjustly, and unwisely. There is
no excuse for the people who have thus been the
dupes of trickery and humbug; because there are
means whereby they can investigate this subject,
without money, and in the broad light of day.
Boldly do we challenge them to this investigation ;
for, however much trickery may be secking to
conceal itsclf beneath the overshadowing walls of
Spiritualism—availing itself of their shadows, as a
shelter from the penctrating glances of the sun of
Trutbfulness, still standeth it fixed and unalterable;
a strong tower, a glorious temple, whose light is
Inspiration—its ministers, Love—and its crown of
As

a science, it stands upon a basig, strong, clear and

glory and beauty, the attributes of Infinitude.

comprehensive;e\vonderfuﬂy s0, considering its in-
fancy. s a philesophy, consistent, conclusive and
" transcendant.  A\s a religion, high as heaven, efful-
gent as light, and pure as divinity.

In conclusion, we repeat, we are mn no say re.
sponsible for the performances of these boys, any
more than we are for the sleight-of-hand perform-
ances of “ The Fakir of Ava,” or the jugglery of
Signor Blitz; and the scicnce of Spiritualism is no
more identitied with the one, than that of chemical
or mathematical philosophy, with the other.

——

MANIFESTATIONS IN THE DARK.

In the last issue of this paper, we offercd some
reflections on the ““wiwspected dorclipnents’ which
at times characterize the manifestations of neariy
all dark circles, and, it may be, we then said all the
subject demands.

Still, the Christian Spiritnalist and the Rational
Enquirer should be inspired with a e and holy
caution, a discriminate zeal, that his  waderation
may be Ziorn to all men,” as well as his love
of the Spiritual in life and the preternatural in
Nature.

To arrive at this catholic and just appreciation
of principles and things, is the end and aim of all
culture, and any and all instrumentalities that are
friendly thereto, should receive a cordial and warm
weleome from every lover of truth.  Without this
large and liberal conception is reolizel and accept-
ed, progres will be tardy, and concentration of ef-
fort dificult. We predicate these remarks, that
the reader may understand we are not insensible
to any and all Zenesits Tkely to spring from dark
circles, and at the same time appreciate the motive
that prompts us to say that the general tendency
of dmrk circles is bad, and therefore to be avoided.
That there may be manifestations goa and true in
them, we doubt z0f ; but the opportunity present-
ed for trick and deception is too apparent to nacd
amoment's notice. The only preventative to this
is the precauiion the inreligator may take in in-
stituting his Tests and experiments.

When, therefore, both test and experiment are
ignored by the medium, all investigation is at an
end; without vi/idones incthe medium, it is to be
considercd as synonymons with, and be taken for,
personal and positive knowledge.

As this assumption of s:ith, without evidence, is
now gencrally ignored by Protestantism, as well as
the philotophy of the age, nothing more wili be
needed to put an end to dark circles than to have
it known that {vretigation and fe« are iznored in
these circles, when the proposed test seems to con-
flict with the palicy of the widivim.

We areaware that it is not for us to insist on the
eondifions in a too positive sense, since it Mand.
Jistations, as well as cvery other development of
the divinity *that shapes our ends,” have their
own constituted eonlitions, because regulated by
their own laws. This being truc of the manifesta-
tions in general, does not, however, authorize the
assumptions or necessitate the policy of dark cir-
cles. The suggestions and explanations, neverthe-
less, which Spirits and cthers bhave offered on the
philosophy of dim or dark circles, may have truths
in them which, under difftrent circumstances, (in-
cluding better developed mediums,) may lead to
results and developments caleulated to educate the
mind and elaborate the general philosophy of Spir-
it-intercourse. At rresent, however, and as things
are conducted, _th-;-rc is but oue safe method in this
matter, and that is, to render durk circles unneces-
sary, by getting the necessary evidence through me-
diums and circles under circumstances that will
make trick and imposition impossible,

So much we have felt called on to say on the
general policy of dark circles, rather than todwell
on the late facts which make these remarks neces-
gary, for, however humiliating it may be to ac-
knowledge the deception, there is much more of con-
solation in the knowledge of its detection; since it

wisely qualifies the investigator for further inquiry.
The ro0ts of knowledge are sometimes bitler, but
the fruit is sweel.

To illustrate these reflections, we republish Mr.
Partridge’s letter to the editor of the N. Y. Tribune,
as it is pertinent to the “ developments.”

«Srg : Much has been said and published during
the last two weeks respecting the so-called Spirit-
ual Manifestations occurring under certain condi-
tions in the presence of two boys recently from
Buffalo, known as the Davenport Mediums. Some
of the phenomena which bave taken place in dark-
ened rooms had created suspicions in the minds of
several Spiritualists as to their genuineness, apd an
investization was institated by myself and others,
which continued for several days. Nothing deci-
sive, however, transpired until to-day, whenit was
made satisfactory to me and others that some of the
phenomena were deceptively produced by persons
vet in the earthly form; and as I have heretofore
}mukly given to the public over my own name,
through your paper and other channels, some of
the genuine Spiritual Manifestations which have ac-
curred under my own observation, I desire in like
nanper to caution the public against deception in
phenomena, involving, as they surely do, the most
important interests of every human being in time
and eternity.

This unfortunate circumstance has not in the
least shaken my faith in the great reality of Spirit-
ual intercourse: but has shown simply that some
persons, favored as wediums for some of the more
exterior and tangible manifestations, are not yet
inspired with their Spirit.

New Yorg, Jan. &, '56. Cnas. PARTRIDGE.

———————
“BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW
THEM.”

This is not only true of man in general, but of
Christians in particular, for they are supposed to
be a peculiar people, zealous of good works. How
far their works praise them, or in what degree the
practical ethica of the church and the theological
press are expressive of the moralism of Christian-
ity and the purity of Christ, we will not at this
time inquire. But that the reader may judge for
himself, we submit the two following cases, which
we consider suir specimens of theological candor
and juir dealing.

Case No. 1. The Boston Glive Branch having had
its misconceptions corrected by the Spiritual press,
in hopes the imparted information would save its
cditor and contributors from misrepresenting and
abusing Spiritualism, commences the new year
with the following :

“SpIRITUrALISM AGaIN.—No principle, indeed;
don’t you see it is based upon the permanent prin-
ciple of kumbug, taking credulity for its standard
bearer and reigning with absolute sway in the
kingdom of darkness, whose prince is their great
high priest, oracle and “defender of the faith, &c.”

Case No. 2. The Christian Secrctary of Hartford,

Conn., after misrepresenting and refusing to cor-
rect its issues on Spiritualism, and after meanly
“backing out” from a position it bhad neither the
courage or ¢kill to sustain, commences the new
year (January 11,) with the following, among other
statements of like character.
“ One class of fanatics—the Spiritualists—advo-
cate boldly the doctrine of * free love,” which sig-
nifies in plain English, the utter abrogation of all
marriage laws, and the indiscriminate intercourse
of the sexes.”

The perversity of mind and the poverty of in-
vention evinced in these extracts, would be humi-
liating indeed, were it not that they enabled us to
understand the Spiritual and moral developments
of the writers. This they do in & signifant man-
ner, for both writers &clicre in, and give proos of
their depravity. Whetier they do this in obedience
to their “crecd,” or at the suggestions of tA¢ir na-
tures, we cannot say, but the sirf is obvious. In
all such cases, it should never be foryoftcn, that
“out of the odundiice of the Jeart, the mouth
speaketh.”

—_———

DISTRIBUTIVE JUSTICE.

It has beer, on more than onc occasion, strongly
intimated that Justice was not only &lind, but was
rapidly growing Jeys—this being the only rational
method of accounting for the wany acts of ““outra-
geous fortune” which the “law’s delay™ had per-
mitted to come to pass.

As the statement seems to be probable—since its
acceptance enables us to account for

The ups and downs,

And alterations ;

And bran new plansg,

And medifeations,

of eqnity, administered in our Courls of Justice—it
is nothing more than gust that the facts be known.
‘We should not, however, have made special note
of it at this time, did not it give us the gueue by
which to explain the following w«ct of distributive
justice.  The Spirit of this good woran, knew the
defects of our popular methods of administration,
and came, as we hope thousands more will; to dis-
tribute justice and dispose of her own.

We know not whether the exchange, from which
we copy, intended this morcean as juaet or siction ;
and we care not, as few will rewd without finding it
both suggestive and significant. The writer says:
*Quite an army of Spiritualists may be found in
Erie. During seme late investigations by some of
their number, a new method of settling disputed
claims to the property of deccased persons, was
arrived at, which may be put {0 practical use in
future, and do away with administration. An old
lady, formerly resident on State strect, but who is
now dead, suddenly appeared among her Spiritual
neighbors, and distributed among her friends the
ctfcets she had left behind, ‘as regular as a tea
party.”

—_———

A HEALING MANIFESTATION.

The following modern miracle is one, of many,
that has'startled and surprised the skeptical, while
consoling and blessing the afflicted.

Health is such a priccless boon, and is so essen-
tial to all the relations of life, temporal and spirit-
ual, that we cannot but pray for the increase of
such manifestations, and the development of such
mediums, as will give Aealth, strength, and length
of days, while demonstrating the prescnce and il-
lustrating the mediation of our angel fricnds. Of
this phasc of spirit intervention we can hardly have
tos much, so long as there remains a diseased body
or an afllicted mind to be healed or consoled. e
copy from the Manchester (N. IL) Stars and Stripes,
January 12. The editor says:

“We noticed a few statements in « late Ameri-
can, upon this subject, signed ¢D. Marsh. The
statements made by Mr. Marsh, we have no doubt
are trac. From our own observation we are con-
vinced of the efficacy of Mr. Coburn as a ¢ Healing
Medium." We have secn and conversed with in-
dividuals who have becn cured through him while
in an insensible state, or scemingly aslecp. While
thus he is influenced, and acts as though in a na-
tural state, giving a full description of the disease,
the parts diseased, and advising the proper course
to pursue in order that a cure may be effected. A
young man of our acquaintance, who has suffered

fiftecn years with what was pronounced by Dr.
McMullin, of New Boston, a case of ‘leprosy’—
the whole outward surface of the skin opon the
back, stomach and arms, being in a crusted
state, at times ruoning sores, and forming
ridges upon the arm sufficiently large to admit
a man's finger. He sought cure far and near, and
at times was partially relieved. A friend advised
him {o try this ‘healing process’ as an experi-
ment. After so long a time of suffering, and being
unable to help himself in any way, he found im-
mediate relief, and in one week’s time was enabled
to pursue his daily labors, being entirely free from
all appearance of disease, excepting a few scars
occasioned by the deep sores upon the face. All
this is effected without medicine. * The intelligence
or healing power, as stated, is claimad to be from
an Indian and French physician, who lived about
one hundred and seven years ago. That he was
celebrated and powerful there is no doubt, as he
was an Indian Chief, and afterwards became a re-
sident of Quebec, as a French physician.

* This is but a single instance of the wonderful
cures effected by Mr. Coburn. About three years
since, Mr. C. was fast sinking with consumption,
and through a similar influence to that which per-
forms such cures through him at the present time,
he was directed in a course of treatment by follow-
ing which he was soon permanently restored to
health ; and he will now give his whole attention
to the wants of the public. We shall again have
occasion to allude to this subject. Mr. O, can be
found at his rooms in Merrimac Building, opposite
the Manchester House, where he has establizshed
himself, and will give such information as may be
desired.

A SINGULAR MANIFESTATION.

The following from the Waukegan (IIL.) Demo-
crat, may interest the general reader, particularly
if acquainted with the manifestations in the * Mir-
acle Circle” of this city. The facts are vouched for
by the members of the Circle, at which the pheno-
menon was developed, and their names appended to
the statement. The Circle was held in Waukegan
on the evening of November 26. The editor of
the AT F. Spiritualist referring to the antecedent
history of some of the members of the Circle, says:

“It appears that a Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Yeaton,
(Spiritualists, and tae former a medium,) had re-
cently removed thither from Lowell, Mass. Some
four months previous, and before their removal,
three sheets of letter paper, on which were some
paintings of butterflics, had been taken out of a
locked trunk, as supposed by Spirits. The latter
had claimed to have possession of them, and had
promised to return them in due time, after their ar-
rival at Waukegan, as a test of their power over
physical substances. On the evening in question,
these persons veing in a Circle for Spiritual com-
munication, Mr. Y. was entranced, and “began to
move about, apparently trying {o seize hold of
something that was above him in the room. He
said it was the sheets of paper referred to.” We
quote the remainder of the statement entire :

“Weall looked carefully, but saw nothing ot the
kind. The medium would occasionally spring for
the papers, as though they were floating about in
the room.

*WWe were looking more or less intently, watch-
ing his operations. The room was well lighted by
a lamp, o that everything about us appeared clear
and distinct, as we supposed. After the medium
had tried to obtain the (to us) invisible papers, for
about twenty minutes, and while in a eorner of the
roown with extended hands, and looking up, and
asking for the papers to be given to him, there be-
ing nothing in the way to prevent clear vision in
the place where the medium appeared to be look-
ing, and nothing seen by us, then instantly, and
simultancously to the vision of all of us, who were
looking to that point, the three sheets of letter pa-
per appeared a little below the top of the ceiling,
and about onec-and-a-half feet above ihe hands of
the medium. As they appeared, they dropped
down precisely as though they had been previous-
Iy held up there by the hand of a person, and there
dropped. As the papers dropped down, the me-
dium tried to seize hold of them, but missed them,
and they fell upon the floor, and were picked up by
Mr. Black. The doors and windows were all shut
at this time. On each sheet of this paper was a
painted butterfly, and they were instantly recog-
nized by the medium on coming out of the trance
state.

‘As soon as the papers were received by the
Circlein the manner stated, the Spirits, purporting
to speak through Mr. Yeaton the medium, explain-
ed and said: ‘That they brought the papers into
the room through the door this evening at the time
when Mr. Watson came in, and that they bad ren-
dered the papers invisible to us up to the time that
they let them fall. That they could do this, that
is, conceal them frow our sight, by the use of the
atmosphere, provided that the air in the room was
not heated too warm; and that if the air of the
room had been heated above a certain temperature
they could not have concealed the papers from our
sizht.

‘Several of us were not expecting the sheets of
paper would appear at all, and others were expect-
ing it probable that they might appear.

* Those of us who were not expecting such ap-!
pearance, saw them appear equally clear at the
precise instant, and in the same manner as thoze
saw them who expected or helieved it possible, that
the Spirits could thus produce the papers.

“This statement drawn up, carefully read over,
and agreed to by all of us, asbeing absolutely true
and correct.

(Signed) Wm. A. Boardman, Olive L. Boardnan,
Frecman Watson, Olive M. Watson, G. Black, C.
C. Seymour, Eliza A. Yeaton, James Sclkrig.”’

—_— e
ROGERS, THE POET, GONE TO THE:
SPIRIT LAND.

Although the author of the “PLEastvres oF Me-
MORY” i3 no longer of the earth sphere, his life is
for all time—for the many acts of kindness, the
Joys of companionship, and the genial sunshine of
his friendly nature, still live to beautify the * Plea.
sures of Memory” and enrich the record of * Huy-
man Life,” We have not the room, however, to
claborate cither, but wish to remind the reader,
through his dying words, that “ it s not all of lisz|
to lire, nor ull of deuth to die”  From a genial and!
appreciative tribute in the Lrening Post to the me-
mory of the Poct, we copy the following:— ’

*In approaching the close of a life so much pro-
longed beyond the usual lot of man—a life, the
years of which circumscribed the activity of three
generations, he contemplated his departure with
the utmost serenity. The state of man after death
he called the great subject, and calmly awaited the
moment when he should be admitted to contem-
plate its mysteries. ‘I have found life in this
world,” he used to say, ‘a happy state; the good-
ness of God has taken care that none of ita func-
tions, even the most inconsiderable, should be per-
formed without sensible pleasure; and I am confi-
dent that in the world to come, the same care for

A THEOLOGICAL INVENTION.

e bave a letter before us, the contents of which

is as singular in chirography and style as the sub-
ject matter is inventive and suggestive. Indeed,
we may as well acknowledge the inventive genius
of the age, for the plan for “saving souls” sub-
mitted in this letter, leaves locomotion by
railroad, and communication by telegraph, entirely
in the back ground.
" The writer seems to be honest and earnest, and
anzious to prevent the salal consequences which
the theologically (?) wise promise to the unconvert-
ed. It is not, however, the millions that fare een,
but the millions that must be lost, that moves him
most, for the appliances and iastrumentalities for
converting the ¢ sinher” {rom the error of his
ways, seem pureile and defective, when measured
by the kindrances which prevent their speedy and
immediate employ in the services of the world's re-
demption. ’

So real, actual and everlasting is the doom of
the Heathen to him, that he asks: “How can a
person endure the heartrending reflection of mil-
lions of his fellow-creatures sinking down into ever-
lasting despair and death for want of knowing the
way of scare?” Toprevent this ¢ CATASTROPEE,”
is a consummation devoutly wished for, the more
¢ since thousands are lost daily.”

Whether the wish is father fo the thought or
oot, we cannot say; but the following dnrentire
suggestions appear so wonderful to Mr. W, H,
that he thinks God or a Spirit must have invented
them. As they explain themselves, farther intro-
duction is unnecessary, still we cannot refrain from
reminding the reader of the progress and spread
of Spiritualism, while thousands of minds in this
country are looking round for the means of send-
ing the Gospel to the Heathen. It is evident, in
this as in other developments of Providence, that
“Qur ways are not God’s ways.” Few will feel
other than thankful for the advent of Spiritual-
ism, after reading the following gue¢er but sincere
explanation of Salvation made easy. Mr. W. H.
says :

“1 being of but moderate intellectual powers,
and being, at the time the following plan for the
discovery of Air Navigation was displayed to my
view, in a very weak, confused state, and not in
the habit of thinking about mechanical inventions,
therefore, I firmly believe that either God showed
it to me, or some spirit,

“ On the Discorery of 1ir Navigation.—In order
to encourage experimenters in trying to discover
Air Navigation, let Congress appropriate say five
thousand dollars at first, increasing the amount
yearly as the experimenters would increase in num-
bers, which they would when encouragement would
be given, from two or three at firgt, till fifteen or
twenty, in different parts of the country. The ap-
propriation to be divided among the experimenters
in proportion to the amount expended by ecach ex-
perimenter in his experiments. The experimenters
to meet together once a year (or oftener, if neces-
sary,) in order to see what progress each experi-
menter had made towards the discovery, thereby
giving each experimenter a chance of combining
from each other’s experiments. That, if the above
plan be pursued, and sufficient encouragement be
given, the discovery would be made within fire
years; and without any z/Jun, the progress of the
age would make the discovery before the end of the
present cenfury.  That the discovery, when made,
would open the way for the speedy spread of the
Gospel throughout the world, by its going into
parts almost inaccessible by any other means.
That ministers sbould be ready, and have millions
of Bibles given them to be carried, when the .lir
Macline shall be discovered unto all the nations of
the world., The dir Machine, when discovered,
would resemble the * Angel flying in the midst of
Heaven having the everlasting Gospel to preach to
all nations.” Yea, very probable the thing meant
by that passage. The heathen, seeing their foreign
visitors coming to them in so majestic a manner,
would make them more likely to believe the mes-
sage of mercy sent to them, for it would show
them that those who sent the messengers to them
were far ahead of them in improvement, and that
the message of calvation by Jesus Christ might be
better than their own ideas of happiness ip a

future.”
- -

SPIRITUAL CURES.

For the benefit of the Utilitarian and the Materi-
list, we copy the following from the N. L. Spiritu-
alist.  The testimony here presented, must put for
ever to rest the question of what good is Spiritual-
ism? for tbey show the useful and substantial in
Spirit intercourse, and addres the Utilitarian on his
own plunc of development.  The facts of Spiritual-
ism, although wonderful, do not address themsclves
to niere wonder, for they are wisely adapted to meet
the many phases of Spiritual disease and bodily de-
crepitude, which in our age are seeking Spiritual
and physical health. Wisdom, Prudence, Good
Sense and Selfishness are all addressed, in hopes
the sick may be cured, the skeptical converted, and
the reckless turned from the crror of his way.— &l
Christian Spiritualist.

HEALED BY THE LATING ON OF HAXDS.

Brother Newton:—I wish to add my mite in fa-
vor of what God hath done in restoring the sick to
health, through Spiritual Medium Power, in my
own person :

Previous to being confined in my own room, I
had been greatly afHcted with Pleurisy and a diffi-
culty with the Liver. Not being able to obtain any
relicf from the means used, I was soon iaken with
Consumption, with very little prospect of recovery.

Hearing of the resteration from a dying state of
Dr. Lingsey, corner of Cliff and Myrtic streets,
(whose case was also Consumption attcnded with
b'eeding of the Lungs,) through the Medium Pow-
er of Dr. O:born, I was persuaded to test the same
means; aund after four visits I was rased to a state
of comparative health without the aid of medicine.

Though it be true I was not restored through a
touch of the hem of his garment, yet, I am per-
suaded, the cure is no less perfect; and I trast
through this blessing yet to live may years.

I shall be most happy to reply to any inquiries
addressed to me at my residence on Cliff street,
Roxbury, Mass.

¢ Like effects are produced by hke causes."—
President Mahan,

Signed, Saran H. Browx.

Attest: Josern Broww.

Roxbury, Jan. 1856,

Mr. Editor :—Throughout the month of July last,
Mr. and Mrs. York, Clairvoyant Physicians, of
Claremont, N. H., sojourned at Sherbrooke, where
they were employed in administering to the sick.
The occasion of their coming was this: Mr. .
Thatcher, conductor of the works at the pail facto-
ry, sceing in the New England Spiritualist an ad-
vertistment of Dr. York, consulted him by letter
with regard to his child then dangerously ill, and
received by mail a remedy that gave immediate
relief, with a statement that cure would be best
effected by a coursc of treatment for which the
prescoce of the physician would be required with
the patient. Mr. Thatcher’s associate, Mr. Thorn-
ton, having also an infant in extreme suffering from
discase, for which he could procure no alleviation,
and several other severe cases of illness existing in
their neighborhsod. Messrs. Thatcher and Thorn-
ton, with a few other mechanics, made up the sum
of thirty dollars, which they proffered to Dr. York,
as su_ﬁicient to cover the traveling expenses and a
fortnight’s board for himself and lady, if they would
come and attend to thesec cases. The offer was ac-
cepted. Doctor and Mrs. York came; the children
were healed; and during a month their practice
extended fo a dozen other patients, every onec of
whom that has followed out their directions, ac-
knowledge the benefit of signal relicf, if not of cure
myself included. I therefore recommend others to
try their skill. GEORGE BARNARD.

my happiness will accompany me,’ ™

Sherbrooke, Canada East, Oct, 18, 1853,

THE BLIND ARE MADE TO SEE.
1 hereby certify that I have been afflicted with
sore eyes, owing parily to a humor which had set-
tled in my eyes, and partly to a deranged condition
of the spine and kidneys. In July I took a violent
cold which settled in my eyes, causing the balls to
be very much inflamed, and the lids were swollen
so that it was impossible for me to see, as I had
not power {o raise the eye-lids and hold them open
for one moment. If at any time I raised the lids,
the light would so affect them I could not see. i
tried a great many restoratives which my friends
prescribed ; also went to neighboring physxc.xans,
and was blistered and leeched, but of no avail. I
became nearly discouraged, for I had been confined
to the house, most of the time to a dark room, nine
weeks. About the first of October, one of my
friends informed me that C. C. York, a healing ine-
dium, was in Concord, and recommended me to
consult him.. Bat as I had no faith in him, and
as it was a new mode of healing, I hesitated ; but
at length decided to try him, and see what the ef-
fect would be. He stated that he had-eured worse
cases than mine, and thought he could cure me.—
He laid his hands on me, and I received relief. I
had not been more than five or six times to see
him, and followed his directions, before my eyes were
as strong and as well as ever. I therefore would
advise all who have no faith in these healing medi-

ums to try them, and know for themselves.

Martaa A. Brienam,
Sudbury, Mass., Nov. 15, 1855.
———————————

NEWS ITEMS.
P. B. RANDOLPH'S LECTCRING TOUR.

This Br, since his partial recovery from a sick-
ness that had brought him nigh unto death, has
been lecturing in Boston, with his usual and
acknowledged ability. The N. E. Spiritualist in
noticing Mr. Randolph’s first lectare, says:

¢ Tts topic was ¢ The Meaning of Words,’ and in
it the lecturer gave his definition of several terms
in popular use, such as ‘Common Sense,’ ‘ Philo-
sophy, ¢ Mediumship,” * Spirit,” ‘ Development,” &c.,
going to some extent into the philosophy of Spirit-
ualism as understood by himself. Mr. R. spoke for
the most part in his pormal condition, although
several times required by ‘a voice in his ear,” ashe
described it, or by a powerful impression, to pause
and answer specific objections and inquiries alleged
to exist in the minds of the audience, sometimes
giving forth explanations and statements as povel
to himself as to his hearers.”

This lecture * by unanimous request of the au-
dience was repeated.”

By letter, we learn, Mr. R. is about to leave New
England on a Westery Torr, to lecture on the
subjects above alluded to. Letters may be addressed
to him at Troy, N. Y. up to February 1st; after
that to the 26th of February, at Stockbridge, Ma-
dison county. Other notices will be made hereafter
as his rout is West as far as Cleveland.

Those of our friends who have not heard Mr.
Randolph, will enjoy an intellectual pleasure, if
they are not otherwise benefited and instructed by
attending these lectures. The unreliable state of
his physical health may interfere with his progress
and success, but should he have sufficient sirenath,
none will have cause to regret the time, money,
and attentions they may have given him for the
lectures.

Dr. James P. Greves of Milwaukee in 2 letter to
the editor of the Age of Progress, says:

“VWe have for two Sabbaths, been favored with
the services of our good brother S. J. Fiuney, of
Ohio, who has lectured to large audiences, and with
great acceptance. A movement is now making to
secure him here permanently. He will lecture for
us twice on the Sabbath, and during the week will
lecture in the neighboring large towns and rillages
in the interior. Our audiences are now larger
than any of the churchessave the Catholics. I pre-
dict a good time for Milwaukee this winter.
shall raise by sybscription not far from 1000 dol-
lars {0 pay the salary of Br. Finney and pay con-
tingencies.”

We;

Solved gy,

library, and perceived a small volume
it and read ten Greek verses; which
difficulty he bad labored under. His Joy aw
bim ; be rose, noted down what he had ju;k
and, finding the adventure of so extragrg;
pature, he wrote to Descartes, who wag thep o
the Queen of Sweden, and described tq k " wi

particulars of his dream. Descartes rep}ile!:; ;"f&
telling him that the most skilfal engineer °°u1dm
Iy

bave drawn the plan of the palace better .
Iibrary, than he had done in his lette,’. "y
found the book in question on the tab!; ;bat be
pointed out; that he bhad therein reaq {hee fg
mentioned by him, and that he WOu]dse‘m.“
the work at the first opportunity. " iy
“Marshal Villars, at the age of sixteen

cornet in a cavalry regiment, Qpe night ’h\"&‘
on the advanced guard in the camp, and wase "
ipg himself before a wretcheq ﬁre,’ when h y}z .
a loud voice calling to him o Jjoin and mo: o
horse with his escort. Tpe youthful wu.!'riont hﬁ
but little attention to thig order, but still j, Eb

the voice, and an invisible hang seized hipy p, an
cloak. Villars then obeyed, and scarce e by thy
vanced a few paces distant with hig mep tl; ® ad:
place he had left blew up with 4 teﬂ’ib\e,ex in.-tbe
It seems that the enemy abnndoning the tsr:‘hxm.
which was threatened by the French army, k:u?y’
some barrels of gunpowder which they vrere’ una;fﬁ
to carry away. The soldiers belo .

. ging to Vi
had lighted their fire precisely on the gspzt Wﬂhla;
concealed the barrels. The action of the fire cc:m

menced by drying the powder, and finigheq by i
explosion. The genius of Villarg DPreserved hiy
from this great danger, and also saved hig with
handful of brave fellows, who, without the forty.
nate star which guided him, might, perhaps, hyy,
perished. )

“The writer of this article has heard related y,
following adventure : ¢ One night, after T hag o
wy last rounds, I betook myself to sleep, when P
on a sudden I dreamed that one of my hothoyy
was on fire. This struck me forcibly ; I rose, ag;
hastened to the hothouse pointed out to me in y;
dream, when T had the happiness to arrive in fim;
to prevent, without doubt, a serious misfortune, 4
fire had actually broken out from one of the story
which were always kept burning day and Dight
and seemed likely infallibly to make considers::
progress. ”
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For the Christian £ pirimglie
LETTER NO. 6.

TO THE REV. MR. TUCKER. OF THE CHUpex

OF THE HOLY CROSS, OF TROY.
The Church of the Holy Cross has a plexsi
and picturesque appearance, as it stands there
the hill side among the trees. The musicofix
chime of bells vibrates sweetly on the air of ¢
Sabbath morn. The people who go there to wor
ship appear necat and orderly, and doubtless thy i
are happier and better under their present or;a:'-
ization and system of faith, than they would I
without cither. Doubtless the sectarian Churchi:
all its ramifications has its mission for good. T.
deny this, is to deny the active superintendence ¢
a God, “Whose tender mercies are over all H
works.” Doubtless the Church of the Holy Cr
of Troy has a divine mission, and doubtless
i mission is not ended. But the fact that other p
ple go to other churches, with the additional
other people go to no church at all, is proof p
tive that other agencies and other instrument:
are necessary to meet the Spiritual wants of of
classes of minds. And why is this? If the
‘tarian Church ever had a divine mission, why iz
teaching unequal to the needs of this generatio:
The answer is a plain one. Humanity is progres
ive ; sectarian theology is non-progressive.

The Northern Adrecate says: * Spiritualism is|
going ahead so rapidly in Manchester, that they!
have been obliged to charter the City Hall in which |
to exhibit the weekly developments of a “ regular-
Iy organized Circle.”

SOME REMARKABLE DREAMS.

The following is from the Portland Transcripi,
the writer of which offers this remark as conclu-
sive, for not attempting an inquiry into the causes
of the phenomena. “ Without further search we

stated them to be, neither are they what they are
defined by modern Philosophy.” As this precious

of stuff that drean:s are made of,” we would suggest
the propriety of another article, by way of expla-
pation. We suggest it because the definitions or
explanations that * .Superstition” and ‘ Modern
Philosophy have given of tbhe phenomena of dreams
may not be so well Znown to the general reader as
the writer imayines. Besides there would be some
satisfaction in knowing by what autZority **ancient
superstition™ and “ modern philosophy” are to be set
aside since these firo manifestations of mind com-
prehend the fofal of Ruman wisdom.
tors of the Transeript give us “ more light” on this
subject 2—ZFE:l. Cliristian Spiritualist.

“ A man who is the least inclined to superstition

to either the brilliant or the gloomy dreams whichg
sometimes assail him.  Modern philosophy, armed :
with its hopeless skepticism, has vainly sought to!
banish among the crowd of fables, these features |
which prove the intellectual existence of man, dur- |
ing his sleep; on the other hand there are many
respectable persopages of antiquity, philosophers,
as well as commanders of armies with the most em- |
inent writers of Greece and Rome, who thought it
their duty to have faith in dreams, on which might
depend the safety of a people, a city, or an army,
so that, without blushing, we may become credu-
lous after the manner of Zenophon, Simonides, Cas-
sius, Ceesar, Plato. But, without wading back so
far through the flood of time to search for zelebra-
ted dreams, we need only cite a few, which ap-
proach nearer to the present period.

* Maldonet, a Jesuit, had formed a design of un-
dertaking a cominentary on the four Gospels; for
several nights he thougbt he beheld a man, who
exhorted him to go on speedily with the work, and
assured him that he would complete it, but that he
would not live long after it was finished. This man
at the same tiwe, pointed out to him a certain part
of his stomach, in which Maldonet experienced vio-
lent pangs, and of which he died, very scon after
his work was concluded.

“ A man, who did not know one word of Greck,
went to seck out Saumaise, and showed him some
certain words which he had written in French
characters. He asked him if he knew what those
words expressed? Saumaise told him in Greek,
they signified, “ Go thy way, dost thou not sce
that death threateneth thee?” The dreamer re-
turned to his house, which fell down the following
night.

“ A learned man of Dijon, being fatigued all day

may agree in the opinion, without discussing the.
cause, that dreams are not what superstition bas

morceau of information however, is of that * kind,

Will the edi-:

may be excused if] at times, he gives some credence |

| the lifeless form before us as “The cast-off &

The men and women of this generation are !
ing the formal church in the dim distance, ard ar-E
beckoning it to follow. And now, my friend, I wil
speak of wants that our unfolding natures impera
tively demand, and the formal church as impers
tively forbids us to ask for, remembering not
words of Jesus, ‘I would tell ye more, but
cannot bear it now.” The time referred to by
loving Nazarene is passed; we can bear more atl
we cannot live without it. And while referring tjf
those Spiritual wants that the Church canuot su
ply, it may be necessary to speak of those the
gical dogmas that have become real obstacles at
evils in the pathway of human progress. Indo
so, I shall endeavor to keep in view the injuncticz
of the great medium of Nazareth: “ Judge not the
ve be not judged.”

While addressing you, brother Tucker, you mg
only consider yourself a representative of secte
' rian theology. Ve are canvassing principles, pifd
; men. First, then, where are our friends who hav
11aid down the mortal form? Where are the affer
tions, the sympathies, the intelligence, the life, o2’ |
all that constitoted the individualities of the &
parted ¥ Are they sleeping among the worz!
These questions the Church cannot answer. Det
is as terrible to the formal christian as to 2
savage who never heard the name of Jesus. 1T
{ funeral ceremonies, the mourning weeds, the sob: |
{and tears, the costly monuments inscribed * Here
i Ties,” all testify of the dead materiality of the
Church. And the funeral sermons, made up of
lamentations and contradictions, afford no evi:
dence of victory over the grave, or triumph over
death.

I had a little grandson, and I was laoking f
ward to the time when I could lead him cut amet:
the birds and blossoms, and turn his young mit
gradually upwards to the Father of these beaut
ful things, But death carried him over the rive
and a minister came to perform the funeral obs
vances. Contrary to my expectations, he spoke

ments of an angel that was now actively and i
ously conscious of its existence.” * Ina fow she?
years,” he said, “we would rejoin the lost o
and would then realize that the preset gecming &
lamity was a real blessing to all concerned.”
when we went to the grave, he said, as the %
went down, * We leave this child here to sicp ul
the resurrection morn.”  Now, here was a ceat®
diction that could not escape the notice of themest
superficial observer.

A= ]
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The region beyond the grave is an um:_\'ploh?‘i
land to theology. It has no definite idva of 8
turc life, of its condition, or location. Here i ¥
great failing, and on this point hangs its fate. T
eyes of Theologians must open to this fact, or the
world will turn to Him who is the * God of ¥
living and not of the dead,” and *let the desd
bury their dead.”

Sccondly, I hold that the doctrine of the parde®
of sin in any sense that theology teaches it &#
pernicious doctrine, and one of incalculable cvil~
In fact, it amounts to a license to transgress, &/
men will sin 2s long as they expect a pardon. T
great error in theology is the consequence of ¥
ignorance of natural law, Theology draws 3 lice

with studying one particular passage in a Greck
poet, without being able to comprehend it, went at
length to bed and fell asleep. He fancied himself
transported in a dream to a palace of Christian at

between the natura! and the divine, whercas nalu®
is the work of God, and the laws that govern ¥
ture must be divine laws. If you seperate G

from nature, you turn Him out of the universt.™

Stockholm, where he visited the Queen of Sweden’s

Science indubitably demonstrates that every tra%
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EDITORIAL QUACKERY.
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ad what 1s called “eternal punish-

"of the wrong committed. And the

with a more gacred eye.
We are julicly represented, as warring against

tween them. Their wrists were then bound to-
gether, in such a manner as to prevent the use of

Mnuc Lire: or Berore axp BeHixD THE CURTAIN:
By Axxa Cora Rircare: pp. 408. Boston : Ticknor

of the narrative may sometimes tax both the ima-

on paper for her young friends, The extravagance | gl
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quickly down for the next customer. We would
not infer from this, that all are of this stamp: but
we want no better evidence of their selfisb natures
than the erorbituncy witnessed upon the face of
their advertisements. Such exhibitions are blight-
ing to the Spiritual reformation, and promise darkly
for the future once so full of promise.

Critic, we would answer: That we have worked
!nig'nt and day for this precious cause. Our time,
}onr talent, our moeney has been devoted humbly to
| the work, without charge or espectation of profit.
| We have given what we could to cheer the readers
‘iof the Sypiritual press, and even paid for cvery pa-
! per from which we have read our own communica-
i tivns, and done somewhat to make the general se-

cular press the vehicle of information upon the

subject.

It bas been said by some that these lads are, or
that one of them is a deceiver. It may be so, or
it may not, I cannot say; but one thing I do
know, that they did not deceive me, for, most as-
suredly, with the precauticns used, I must inevit-
ably have detected imposition. I speak this in op-
position to none, and if there has been any decep-

plore it, and hope that the suspicion resting upon
them will deter them in the future from placing
themselves in the position to be even suspected.

It is a lamentable fact, my dear sir, that there is
so much deception as there is amongst media. Bet-
ter, far better, would it be for all manifetations to
il than that one medinm should become a nyro-
CRITE. /

I cannot leave this epistle witbout saying a word
or two in reference to durk circles, and T herely

mily, who, while ministering to the imaginative
wants of the public, are not forgetful of their own
culture.

Among the many of this class, we delight to
honor for their perseverance, intelligzence, moral
worth and social urbanity, be these the character-
istics of the man or woman speaking on the Stage,
or the qualifications of the author speaking through
the press, few hold a more prominent place in our

| To the uncharitable insinuations of the Telegraph i tion on the part of cither of the lads, I deeply de- | cherished memories than the gifted lady and talent-

ed authoress of the work that heads this notice.—
“ Mimic Life” will do wuch towards acguainting
the public with the manners and customs of the
Stage, and cannot but have a softening and a hu-
manizing tendency, while destroying the prejudice
that makes “oppression bitter,” for it is truthful to
the facts of life, and speaks the language of love
and kindness to and for aLt. To the %onest secta-
rian, who wishes to know the truths of the * bat-
tles, sieges, fortunes” of the actor’s life, we say,
buy and recad, for you will find humanity and reli-
rion, ‘“live, more and have a being,” on the Mimic

of Spirit-intercourse, and know not the consolations
of Spirit Mediation.

Hours, from 10 to 1, every day, Seturday and
Surnday excepted.

The Sociery wish it distinctly borne in mind that
Miss Fox is employed for the purpose of conrerting
the skeptical, rather than to contribute to the plea-
sure of the Spiritualistic leliever, and it is expected,
therefore, that those who are coxvERTED will Not
occupy the time of the Medium.

This change is warranted not only by the expe-
rience of the past year and a half, but suggested
by the consideration, that those who may wish
communications from their Spirit friends can, and
should, avail themselves of the services of other
Mediuams.

THE HEALING OF THE NATIONS.

Sold by SAMUEL BARRY, Sole Agent, Periodical
Store, No. 221 ARCH STREET, Philadelpbia.
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DPR. RICARDO

Is ready to give lessons in modern Langusges at the Harlem
Acsdemy, 120th-street, near 84 Avenue. Young gentlemen and
iadles from the neighboring conntry, disposed to learn during
the day, or in the cvening classes, may conte and trust with full
confidence in Dr. Rieardo ss s practical teacher. Terms by
agrecment; but very moderate. Jease to address, Mr. Bteele
Director of the Harlem Academy. 5

HOME FOR SPIRITUALISTS,
NEAER UKNION SQUARE, in a house with all the modern
hnprovement:s—bmh, gas, range, &c. Two or four rooms to
Jet, with board. Also, an Office in the bascement, suitable for a
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VOICES.
BY SARAH A. MILTON.

Chere's a voice in the winds, and it whispers low,
_ Tts chanzeful burden of joy and woe ;
" To the nching heart it hath a tone,
That murmurs sadly of pleasures flown :
And the joyous an answering echo find,
n the low sweet carol of the wind.

The fresh’ning brecze of early Spring
Hath a sound of life in its murmuring ;
. And the balmy airof flowery June,
Like incense sheddeth a rich perfume
And tne Autumn Ulast hath a dirge-like tone,
Chanting a requicm for Summer gone.

_There’s the twilight breeze with its gentle sigh,
Like the breath of a spirit passing by 5

‘And the wail of the nizht wind that vigil keeps,
While the weary eacth in silence sleeps ;

And the storm-sprrit telling of ruin ever,

They all have a voice that is silent never.

. There’s a voice in the deep when the waves are at rest,
And idly murmur on ocean’s breast;
‘And we watch their quiet ebb and flow,
Nor think of the danger that lurks below ;
"T'is a soothing voice and recalls the past,
‘With a softening haze around it cast ;
And in waking dreams we half forget
- The sorrow though sleeping that cankers yet.

But anon the wild winds rise and sweep

Into foaming surges, the quict deep ;

The angry breakers roar and swell,

And afar is sounding a boding knell - —

An awful voice hath the deep in its wrath,
When the frail bark rocks in the billow’s path ;
And the cadence of the boundless sea

Doth speak to the soul of infinity.

There's a voice in the grave, and it falls more clear
Than living notes upon the ear;
And it wakes iu the heart a vain recret,
« Oh ! would that the lost were with us yet;”
. And undying memory oft will bring
Each unkind word with serpent sting :
Then cherish the living fondly to-day,
For to-morrow they may have passed away.

_There’s a voice in the heart—a gentle breath—
_-Bat it ceaseth never till hushed in death;
By truth and virtue its tones are stirred,
. Though oft midst the turmoil of life unheard ;
= And thoush crushed and silenced in sinful hour,
Tt waketh agzain with living power:
Oh! heed that voice, and its tones shall be
A watchword through life to eternity.
—————————————————
From the Wisconsin Home
IMAGINARY EVILS.

BY CHARLES SWAIN.

Let to-morrow tahe care of to-morrow ;
Leave things of the future to fate ;
What's the use to anticipate sorrow !
Life's troubles come never too late!
If to hope overmuch be an error.
*Tis one that the wise have preferred ;
Arnd how often have hearts been in terror
Of evils that never oceurred.

Have faith—and thy faith shall sustain thee --
Permit not suspicion and care
With invisible bonds tu enchain thee,
Bat bear what God gives thee to hear.
By this Spirit supported and gladdened,
Be ne’er by ** forebodings” deterred ;
But think how hearts have been saddened
By fear—of what never occurred!

Let to-morrow tiuke care of to-morrow :
Short and dark as our life may appear,
We may make it still darker Ly sorrow,~—

Still shorter by folly and fear!
Half ourtronbles are half ourinvention,
And often fromn blessings conferred
Have we shrunk in the wild apprehension
Of evils that never occurred !

SPIRITUAL PROGRESS VS. ETERNAL
PUNISHMENT.

The following is given as an explanation to cer-
tain questions put to us not long since, by one who
seemed to know more about the conclusions of the
theological schools in New Haven and North An-
dover, than of the contents of the Bible. As his

" objection to Spiritualism was purely of a specula-
tive and theological character, nothing short of the
annihilation of his logic and Biblical criticism can
suve him from the error of his ways and convert
bim to a high and Spiritual appreciation of the
truths, consolations, and intellectual harmonies of
the gospel of progress.

We wish the reader to observe however, that all
such issues are rather outside of Spiritualism pro-
per, since the controversies have been many and
long on the subject of future and cternal punish-
ment, ere the advent of the manifestations and the
dissemination of the Spiritual philosophy.

Those theréfore who wish for Biblical and theo-
logical explanations, particularly if the strength of
the argument depends on the signification and lite-
ral value of some Greek or Hebrew word, should
look into the writings of learned linguists and emi-
nent scholars, as their position as well as their in-
vestizations give the greater probability for impar-
tinl testimony and reliable conclusions.  This con-
viction prumpts us to quote the following extracts
fromm Thomas De Quincey, “ On the Supposed Scrip-
tural Erpression jor Elternity,” although equally
learned authority could be found nearer home. He
says:

“Forty years ago, I used to be annoyed and irri-
tated by the false interpretation given to the Greek
word «ion, and given necessarily therefore to the
adjective «ionios as its immediate derivative. It
was not so much the falsehood of this interpreta-
tion, as the narrowness of that falsehood, which
disturbed me.  There was a glimmer of truth in it;
and preciscly that glimmer it was which led the
way to a general and obstinate misconception of
the meaning. The word is remarkably situated.—
Itis a scriptural word, and it is also a Greek word;
from which the inevitable inference is, that we
maust look for it only in the New Testament. * *

ThLe reason which gives to this word aeonian
what T do not scruple to call a dreadful importance,
is the same reason, and no other, which prompted
the dishonesty concerned in the ordinary interpre-
tation of thisword. The word happened to con-
nect itself with the ancient dispute upon the dura-
tion of future punishments. What was meant by
the aeonian punishments in the next world ? Was
the proper scnse of the word efernal, or was it not ?

x* ® % * * *

That argument runs thas—that the ordinary
construction of the term aconian, as equivalent to
ererlasting, could not possibly . be given up when
associated with penal misery, because in that case,
and by the very same act, the idea of eternity
must be abandoned as applicable to the counter-
bliss of Paradise. Torment and blessedness, it wss
argued, punishment and beatification stood upon
the sawme level; the same word it was, the word
aconinn, which qualified the duration of either;
and, if eternity in the most rigorous acceptation fell
away from the one idea, it must equally fall away
from the other.  Well, be it so; but that would not
settle the question. It might be very painful to re-
nounce a long cherished anticipation ; but the ne-
cessity of doing so could not be received as a suffi-
cient reason for adhering to the old unconditional
use of the word aeonian, The argument is—that
we must retain the old sense of efernal, because
else we lose upon one scale what we had gained
upon the other. But what then? would be the
reasonable man’s retort. Weare not to accept or
to reject a new construction (if otherwise the more
colorable) of the word aconinn, simply because the
consequences might seem such as upon the whole
to displease us.  We may gain nothing; for by the
new interpretation eur loss may balance our gain;
and we may prefer the old arrangement, But how
monstrous is all this? We are not summoned as
to.n choice of two different arrangements that may
suit different tastes, but to a grave question as to
awchat is the sense and operation of the word aeonian,
Le§ the limitation of the word disturb our previous
estimate of Paradise; grant that it so disturbs that
estimate; not the less all sach consequences leave
the dispute exactly where it wags ; and if a balance

of reason can be found for limiting the extent of

the word aconinn, it will not be less true because

it may happen to distarb 2 crotchet of our own.
Meantime, all this speculation, first and last, is

reader; and thou, my favored and privileged rea-
der, that boastest thyself to be unlearned, pause
doubly whilst I communicate my views as to this
remarkable word,

What is an aeon ? In the use and acceptation
of the Apocalypse, itis emdently this, viz: the du-
ration or cycle of existence which belongs to any ob-
jeet, not indizidually for itself, but unitersally tn
right of ila genus. * * * * *
Man, again, has a certain aeonian life; possibly
ranging somewhere about the period of ¥0_years
acsigned in the Psalms. That is,in a stateas highly
improved as human infirmity and the errors of the
earth herself, together with the discases incident io
our atmosphere, &c., could be supposed to allow,
possibly the human race might average 70 years
for each individual. This period would in that case

and another called-Heaven,

this assumption of the Orthodox.
“Make thy peace quickly with thine adversary,

lessons; but when we have paid up by the prac-|op

of Christisns that there is one place called- Hell {noxiou
in-one of which ali will|and pacific influence,
find their home,'a.nd remain- there fixed in their | Thu
state. Spirits teach a-different doctrine. ~The Bi- | tone
ble affords no sufficient warrant of authority for | prevail o
Jesus said, | lies and friends. ) ) lly effsctosl in co- e
Firmness, -it is true, 18 equa .

lest he cast thee into prison. Verily; tbou shalt | operation v:'ith the selfish passions, and when we | does not thereby reflect the glory of God or make
not come out thence 2l thou kast paid the uttermost | have determined nnythi'ng tf) be evil, or worthy of | b
Farthing” This is in strict harmony with Spirity opposition and destruct19n, it rende'
ponents. Bat the Firmness which Ihtzve de-
tice of good, we may come away. Jesus declared, |scribed is the true normal Firmpers acting in con-
“ He who heareth my words and doeth them, shall junction with its neighboring- moral organs,
be great in the kingdom of Heaven, but he whoof co-operating with the basilar.

rs us inflexible | excuse

s - to-none; and -extends -over -all-a tranquil | give these theirfustre, “and without that lustre, all
-conducive to social stability. | is
s is social order masintained by men -of high-
d character, and thus does their moral influence
ver the weakness and vices of their fami-

the darknesss of ignorance, pride, and folly.

They who are declared the light of ‘the world are
pot such as seek to make themselves sbine, That1
Christian who aspires to worldly greatness, who
sims at the factitious distinction of wealth or so-
ial position who courts the praises of the world,

imselfa light in the world. Yet often do Christians
their worldly aspirations by the plea of
gaining & more commanding post of useful.ness.—
But the post once gained, the avowed object for

instead | which it was sought is too easily forgotten, and the

honor, the wealth, the profit, are enjoyed without

N

Cot " VELOCITY “ OF  'WIND, ,
In & communication to the Seientjy, Amey;
Mr. John Wise, the seronaut, repudiateg the ;
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greater than the storm beneath, The‘gure;te B
for an =ronaut to avert the roughnes '
storm or hurricane, is to rise sbove it -
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enough away from its centre to a"Oid’its};::.&
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but the * aeon” of the Tellurian rRace would prob-
ably amount to many millions of our earthly years;
and it would remain an unfathomable mystery, de-

I have no doubt that some secret link of connec-
tion does and must subsist, however undiscoverable
by human sagacity. * - * x

Reader, I take my leave. I have been too loit-
ering. Iknow it, and will make such efforts in
future to cultivate the sternest brevity as nervous
distress will allow. Meantime, as the upshot of
my speculation, accept these three propositions:

A. That man (which is, in effect, erery man hi-
therto,) who allows himself to infer the eternity of
evil from the counter eternity of good, builds upon
the mistake of assigning a stationary and mechanic
value to the idea of an aeon; whereas the very
purpose of Scripture in using l.h'xs word was to
evade such a value. The word is always varying,
for the very purpose of keeping it faithful to a Spi-
ritual identity. The period or duration of every
object would be an esscntially variable quantity,
were it not mysteriously commensurate to the in-
ner nature of that object as laid open to the eyes
of God. And thus it happens, that everything in
this world, possibly without a solitary exception,
has its own separate aeon; how many entities, so
many aeons.

B. But if it be an excess of blindness which can
overlook the aeonian differences amongst even ncu-
tral entities, much deeper is that blindness which
overlooks the separate tendencies of things evil
and things good. Naturally, all evil is fugitive and
allied to death.

C. T separately, speaking for myself only, pro-
foundly believe that the Scriptures ascribe abso-
lute and metaphysical eternity to one sole Being,
viz., to God ; and derivatively tv all others according
to the interest which they can plead in God's javor.—
Having anchorage in God, innumerable entities
may possibly be admitted to a participation in div-
ine aeon, But what interest in the favor of God
can belong to falsehood, to malignity, to impurity ?
To invest them with aeonian privileges, is in effect,
and by its results, to distrast and insult the Deity.
Evil would #0f be evil, if it had that power of self
subsistence which is imputed to it in supposing its
aeonian life to be co-eternal with that which
crowns and glorifies the good.”

A writer in the January issue of * North West-
2rn Orient” has given us some reflections under the
head of * Spiritual Teackings and the Bille)” which
are pertinent to the present subject. They are
clear, logical and forcibly expressed, and aptly ex-
press the views of many, not technically known as
C hristian Spiritualists.

He says: “ Spirits teach the doctrine of Eternal
Progression. They declare that in the superior
realms there is no state where men remain station-
ary per force. Yet the inhabitants of the lower re-
gions have until now been ignorant of this privi-
lege. The glad tidings has reached them that
they may escape from their degradation; and mul-
titudes have entered upon the path of progress by
the practice of good according to the promptings
of love,

“This doctrine appears to be oppesed to the tenor
of the Bible. An error in the translation has caused
this misunderstanding. The word aion or acon has
been variously translated, but has been deemed
equivalent to our word everlasting or eternity, while
its literal meaning was an age. But it was intended
to express what me mean by the word dispensation
or era. If this signification of the word @ion be
conceded, it is evident that in the New Testament
there is no term employed to signify the duration
of the state of the Spirit in the future save from one
to another aion or era. The * thousand years” of
St. John had the same signification ; as also the
time, times, &c., of Daniel.  All of these werc in
tended to express no definite number of years, but
simply ore Spiritual Era. TIf this correction be
made, there will remain no conflict between the
Bible and Spirit lessons on the subject of Progres-
sion. The Bible declares the condition of the
righteous to be joyous, and no where is opposed to
progression towards higher delights; and a correct
understanding of the word aion will reconcile the
Bible with Spirit lessons.

*“In the Revelation of St. John, mention is made
of a resurrection, “when death and hell shall give
up their dead,” and a part shall be subjects of the
first resurrection over whom the second death hath
no power, while another portion shall remain yet
another ‘ thousand years” or aion.

* Death signifies inertia or a state of non-progres-
sion. This is Spiritual death. And a resurrection
to life signifies an awakening to action of the Spirit-
ual faculties,

Spirits instruct us that many of those in the dark
realms will now come away, while others more ob-
durate will remain yet another aion. They say
that the world has entered upon a new aion. Here
is an explanation of the sayings of St. John which
have been referred to.

“The dead are the inert, whether in or out of
the body. Jesus said, “The time is coming and
now is when the dead shall hear the voice of the
son of man, and those that hear shali live.” And
again, ““Those who believe in me, though they
were dead, yet shall they live; and he who liveth
and believeth in me shall never die.” It must be
conceded that the dead here signified were the non-

the confirmation of Paul, who writes, *“Now we
know we are raised from death unto life, because
we love the brethren.”

“It is evident that the dead mentioned in these
quotations are not those who have passed from
carth, but the Spiritually inert, who are not em-|.
ovloying the talent bestowed by their Master (the
mind) which we were commanded to use that it
may gain more. There are no dead; for those

hence, there can be no resurrection other {han a

raising from inertia. Jesus expressly declared
there were no dead, when he said, “ Now that the

unto him.”

riving no light at all from the septusgenarian “acon” | ten lefore you. : -
of the individual; though between the two acons |answer to the question, How are the dead raised

up? with what body do they appear? Paul ap-|extent, as various traits of
swers,
another the flesh of beasts, of fishes and of birds. |any lack of Firmness, but toa lack of Reverence,
There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terres- | Love and Friendship, which prevents' us from re-
trial, but the glory of the celestial is one, and the | garding individual human beings as objects of !nuc.h
There is one | importance, or paying much attention to their

glory of the terrestrial is another. J !
glory of the sun, another of the moon, another of | traits of character and their relations to ourselves.

kindness, and of paternal guidancz.

represent the “aeon” of the indiridual Tellurian; | heareth and doeth not, shall be least in the kingdom : 7
of Hearen.” And again he said to the priests, “ The | principles, with but little regard to persons.
publicans and harlots shall enter the kingdom of Hea- | termining inflexibly to oppose certain principlesa
* The thief also entered paradise. In |or traits of character, !
be kind and (riendly or scornful and hostile, to any

“ There is one kind of the flesh of men,

the stars; and one star differeth from another star
in glory. So also is it with the resurrection of the

dead”—of those who have entered upon therr Spirit
life.

How now fares it with those who assert that
there are but two states, viz.: Heaven and Hell, to
which all are consigned; that Hell is unending
misery, and Heaven unchanging happiness. Are
these quotations from the Bible, purporting to be
the words of Jesus and Paul, veritable or false ? If
true, are not the conditions of Spirits various as
are the varieties of the flesh of men, beasts, fish
and fow], or as one star differeth from another star?
If these sayings be true, how is it with Orthodoxy ?

«Spirits teach that the Spirit-world is arranged
as the notes in music—each sphere is one octave of
seven planes; that from the lowest to the highest
is by regular gradation as are the rounds of a lad-

der, upon which all are or may be ascending; that

according to the unfolding attained here will be our
commetcement there ;—and these are in strict con-
formity with the tenor of the quotations recited.—

That there is no Hell for the punishment of viola-
tors from whence they may not depart, is evident
frorg the sayings, *this day shalt thou be with me
in paradise,”—‘ he shall be least in the kingdom
of Ieaven,”—* the publicans and harlots shall en-
ter the kingdom of Heaven before you,” with other
correlative passages.

“ Spirits say that light now shines into the re-
gions of the unhappy, and many have entered upon
progression. To show its probability, we have
quoted St. John, who declares that “death and
hell shall give up their dead.” In further confir-
mation, we would quote from St. Peter as follows:
“In which he (Jesus) came ard preached to those
Spirits who were imprisoned, who in times past
had been incredulous, when they waited for the
patience of God in the days of Noah.” Jesus also
said, *‘ other sheep T bave which are not of this
fold.” Are these sayings true? Did Jesus indeed
descend and preach to the unhappy who had been
perverse in the days of Noah? Why this effort to
rescue those who are doomed to eternal torture, as
the Orthodox affirm? In further confirmation of
present Spirit teachings, Peter moreover declares,
“TFor this cause also was the Gospel preached to the
dead ; that they might be judzed according to men
in the flesh.” ”
- ce————
From Buchansan's Journal of Man.
MORAL INFLUENCE OF FIRMNXESS.

The position of Firmness, between the benevo-
lent and selfish organs, enables it to act with eqnal
facility in support of our selfish energies, or of our
benevolent and self-sacrificing emotions. Indeed,
it is so closely connected in its tendencies with
Combativeness and its neighboring organs, as to
render it often doubtful to which organs certain en-
ergetic acts should be attributed. Still it is equally
capable of co-operating =ith the woral group ; and
with whatever it may be united, it exalts the power
of manifestation, unless the organ be too remote
from it. Organs more remote are modified or
checked, while those which are nearest receive the
greatest degree of invigoration.

It may be said, however, that the aggregate ten-
dency of Firmness is to exalt the whole cerebral
action, and capacitate the individual for a higher
and broader sphere of life. Tt produces a greater
amount of wisdom, a more effective action, and a
more perfect morality. Ite modus operandi is as
follows: being averse to any change, it seeks to
establish everything upon a permanent foundation,
and act with reference to remote results in a uni-
form manner. Ilaving decided in reference to any
individual or object, what is the true relation which
it bears to us, Firmness establishes thereupon a
permanent and inflexible rule. For example, a child
is presented to us. Firmness energizing our emo-
tions and our powers of perception and forecast to
perceive its character and relations, assists us to
perceive that it should be an chbject of care and
This being
our fixed relation, Firmness forbids any violation of

it, and however wayward or vicious the child may
become, Firmness requires us to persevere in faith-
ful paternal offices, and t{hus enables us, under
the most painful discouragements, to persist in the
sublime effort of redeeming the fallen.
manner, when one has chosen a lovely woman for
the relation of wife, her character and sentiments,
ber position and pledges, are consonant only with
tender affection and fidelity. Firmness, then, ex-
acts that such should be the relation, and dictates
progressives, or the Spiritually dead. And we have | the pledge to love, cherish and protect, which it
cnables us to execute in defiance of every discour-
agement from unkind treatment or vicious conduct.
Thus do we derive from Firmness an inflexible fi-
delity to the duties of a friend, a father, a husband
or a citizen,

In like

Such is the source of the sublimest examples of

magnanimity in human society, and of that lofti-
ness of character, which is able to reduce to prac-
tice the highest virtues. Reflecting upon the nature
whom we had supposed dead are alive and active : | of human life and human intercourse, we perceive | Gospel,—that men of mean condition, men who | been passing in our minds for hours. Yet we are
the true relations of man to man, which are those | had never sat at the feet of the philosopher or

of co-operative kindness. Such being our settled | Pharisce, men ignorant of letters, men without the
: conviction, Firmness forbids any change in our|endowments of genius or the acquirements of cul-
dead rise again, Moses also showed at the bush policy or sentiments, and inflexibly forbids that|ture—that such men should utter truths transcend-
when he called the Lord the God of Abraham, the|vacillation and irregularity of passion, which are|ing the highest teachings of the schools; unfolding
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, for he is not | continually arising from the incidents of business|the mysteries of being, the relations of man to
8 God of the dead, but of the living, for all live ] and social intercourse. No matter how unreason- | God and God to man ; reaching forth to the Invis-
o £ ) ' ' at.ﬂy passionat‘e and perverse our friends may be, | ible, the Infinite, and the Eternal ; that by the ele-
No esseveration can be more direct or emphatic, | Firmness forbids that we should respond by sym- | vation of their lives in virtue and benevolence, by
no language can more strongly certify that there | patketic anger, or allow the relation of friendship | their manifold works of miracle and of good will
are no dead. And in further confirmation, Jesus|to be changed, which we originally established for :
said to the thief on the cross, *This day shalt thou | sufficient reasons. ]
be with me in paradise.” How erroncous, thep, {laws of life and our true relation to each human be- i g
the supposition that the departed sleep in death, to!ing, Firmness refuses to descend from the moral |a
be awakened to life by the sound of 2 trumpet.— | dignity of our own principles, to indulge in anger,
Every Spiritualist who heralds the good news now

pure nonsense. Aeonian does not mean eternal ;| being taught us by Spirits, calling all men to awake | other species of selfish and hostile contest.

neither does it mean limited duration; nor would
the unsettling of ueonian in its old sense, as applied
to punishment, to torment, to misery, &c., carry
with it any necessary unsettling of the idea in its
~ application to the beatitudes of Paradise. Pause,

to reformation, is sounding this trumpet. They
call a resurrection to action from the sleep of| with an inflexibile uniformity of action, and as he
participates in none of the passionate personal ex-

nertia.

Thus the man of firmness moves through life

“It is believed and taught by the various sects | citements and contests of society,

Firmness may be exerted simply in reference to
De-

and to sustain others, we may

character are manpifested

to us by the same person. This is not owing to

When Friendship, Love, Faith and Admiration are
active, we have too vivid a sense of the importance
of each individual, to sacrifice persons to principles
—and we do not neglect to establish kind and per-
manent relations with all with whom we have any
intercourse.

Firmness with respect te principles, arises from
the activity of the higher reflective organs in con-
nection with the organs of Firmness and Integrity.
Firmness with reference to persons and things de-
pends upon the operation of Friendship, Adhesive-
ness and the perceptive organs.

To cultivate the organ of Firmness, we should
acquire a habit of looking at everything with refer-
ence to its essential and permanent character, and
shounld repress every attempt or influence calculated
to change our feelings. We should acguire a habit
of thinking on a large scale, and with reference to
remote results, contemning trivial incidents and
party excitements.

In order to maintain our sentiments upon all
subjects with stability, we should take care to form
them with due deliberation and profound reflection,
carefully repressing all hasty impulses which lead
to inconsiderate conclusions.

To develope Firmness as a trait of character, it
is necessary to subdue all extreme excitability and
sensitiveness or other causes of vaccillation. The
following course is therefore necessary in gelf-cul-
ture for the development of Firmness :

1. To energize the muscular system by perse-
vering labor, and thus develope more especially the
muscles of the shoulders and arms,

2. To nourish the body by a system of diet suffi-
ciently nutritious to sustain a full supply of blood,
and give regularity to the circulation. .

8. To live much in the open air in a cold climate
—thus developing hardihood and” diminishing the
predominance of the nervous system.

avoid all cultivation of sensuality or indolence.

verance.
excite fear.

ture destiny of the human soul.

E——
DIVERSITIES OF GIFTS.

world had learncd that God in history is of equal

monized with, and made to translate the general,
unirersal prorvidence will remain problematical and

7uel, nor is presumption argument.

We make these reflections as corrective to the
one sidedness of the following, since the statement
is no less Spiritual than Biblical, that * there are di-
versities of gifts, but the same Spirit, and differ-
ences of administration, but the same Lord.”—Zd.
Ch. Spt. -

‘ Whence comes that heavenly illnmination that
renders Christians everywhere the light of the
world? Theirs is not an original and native light.
It was not of the disciples as men that the Savior
declared, * Ye are the light of the world ;” but only
in their characters as disciples. There is a sense in
which men of genius are lights of the world. We
speak of Plato, Socrates, Aristotle, Cicero, as the
great lights of antiquity.
Keclper, Bacon, as lights of science; of Dante,
Shakespeare, Milton, as lights of poetry. Bat there
is no trace of genius in that band of disciples who
surrounded Christ when he delivered the sermon
on the Mount. Most of them were men of no edu-
cation, and of limited intelligence. The evangelists
may be taken as a fair specimen of their average
knowledge and capacity. We find in them the
simplicity of unlettered men; the honesty of good
native sense ; but no marks of genius, and no
training that should entitle themto a place among
the lights of philosophy.

Neither were they the light of the world by vir-
tue cf their position. In this there was nothing
conspicuous. They were not men of rank, of
wealth, or of pffice. They were fishermen ; or
tillers of the soil; or from the odious class of tax-
gatherers ; not one of them had the least prestige
before the world. They were the light of the
world because their minds had been enlightened
by the truth of Christ, and their hearts had been
purified by his grace, They could give only that
which they had received.

But herein consists the surpassing glory of the

by the boldness and sublimity of the truths they
Having laid down our own |uttered, by the heroism of their daily life, and the

lory of their martyrdom—that these poor peasants
nd fishermen of Galilee should thus transcend a

ity o Plato and a Socrates, as lights of the world, is of
malice, jealousy and petulant excitement, or any i

tself a’convincing proof of the divine origin of the

gospel that reflects glory upon its Author, as the
moon gives glory to the sun.

And it is still true, in our time, that whatever we

may have of genius, of talent, of education, of ac-
he becomes ob-|quirement for preaching the gospel, grace only can

4. To eat more seldom than is common, and to

5. To engage in occupations of a steady charac-
ter, in which success is attained only by perse-

6. To avoid pursaits which produce much anxi-
ety or irritation of mind—and all situations which

7. To cultivate sentiments of Integrity, Hope,
true Religion and undoubting confidence in the fu-

8. To devote oursclves with unfaltering assiduity
to the labors of our vocation, losing not & moment
from the pursuit of our great objects in the future.

It is nearly time the religious and theological
importance with “God in Christ,” (although the

latter may comprehend the former, as the higher
comprehends the less,) for until the special is har-

oscillatory between skepticism and dogmatism.—
And on this subject as on others, assumption is not

We speak of Newton,

regard to the promised usefulness. Men who seek
to shine, are not apt truly to shine with the glory
nd the grace of God. This is especially true. of
the ministry of the Word. He who aims to 1:1h-me
in the pulpit, will hardly be a burning and shining
light of truth and grace to men.

Not that the munister of Christ should not cul-
tivate his powers to their highest capacity, and en-
deavor to develope himself to the utmost in his
sphere ; but he should do this for God's .glory, and
not in self-praise; he should do this without one
thought of shining asa man of genius, of Jearning,
or of eloquence ; he should do this from the love
of Christ, and from the sense of duty to his cause.
Ag one says, “ It is not shise ye, but let your light
shine.”—Independent.

—————
THE HEREAFTER.

In all ages of the world, and in all parts of it,
mankind have earnestly desired to learn the fate
that awaited them when they had “shuffled off
this mortal coil ;” and those pretending to be their
instructors have built up different systems which
have stood in the stead of knowledge, and more or
less satisfied the bulk of people. The interest on
this subject is, at the present period, in the most
highly civilized portions of the globe, less than it
has been at any preceding one. The great propor-
tion of us live for this world slone, and think very
little of the next; we arein too great a hurry of
pleasure or business to bestow any time on a sub-
ject of which we have such vague notions-—notious
so vague, that, in short, we can scarcely by any
effort of the imagination bring the idea home to
ourselves; and when we are about to die, we are
seldom in a situation to do more than resign our-
selves to what is inevitable and blindly meet our
fate; while on the other hand, what is generally
called the religious world is so engrossed by its
struggles for power and money, or by its sectarian
disputes and enmities so narrowed and circumscrib-
ed by dogmatic orthodoxies, that it bas neither incli-
nation nor liberty to turn back or look around, and
endeavor {0 gather up from past records and pre-
sent observation such hints as are now and again
dropped in our path, to give us an intimation of
what the truth may be. The rationalistic age, too,
out of which we are just only emerging, and
which succeeded one of gross superstition, having
settled, beyond appezl, that there never wassucha
thing as a"ghost—that the dead do never come back
to tell us the secrets of their prison-house and that
nobody believes such idle tales but children and old
women—seems to have shut the door against the on-
1y channel through which any information could be
sought, Revelation tells us very little on this sub-
ject—reason can tell us nothing; and iff Nature is
equally silent, if we are to be deterred from ques-
tioning her from the fear of ridicule, there is cer-
tainly no resource ieft us but to rest contented in
our ignorance,and each await till the awful secret is
disclosed to ourselves.

A great many things have been pronounced un-
true and absurd, and even impossible, by the high-
est authorities of the age in which they lived,
which have afterward, and indeed within a very
short period, been found to be both possible and
true. I confess myself, for one, to have no respect
whatever for these dogmatic denials and affirma-
tions, and am quite of opinion that valgar incre-
dulity is a much more contemptible thing than vul-
gar credulity. We know very little of what i,
and still less of what may be; and till a thing has
been proved, by induction, logically impossible, we
have no right whatever to pronounce that it is so.
As I have said before ; a priori conclusions are per-
fectly worthless; and the sort of investigation that
is bestowed upon subjects of the class of which I
am treating, something worse—inasmuch as they
deceive the timid and the ignorant, and that very
numerous class which pins its faith on authority
and never venfures to think for itself, by an as-
sumption of wisdom and knowledge, which, if ex-
amined and analyzed, would very frequently prove
tobe nothing more respectable than obstinate pre-
Jjudice and rash assertion.— A/rs. Croice.

From the Crisis.
SLEEP.

Without anticipating any sudden change, may we
not expect that as the New Church becomes esta-
blished on the earth, the instances may be more
frequent, in which instruction will be commanicat-
ed by visions and dreams—that the prophecy may

tal force then he will ou' travel it, and
higher 80 will he increase his speed ove

as he,,
rthe g,

ate ofy,
cloudless ﬂf
o, }mving %

cloud beneath. Thave moved at the r,
in 42 seconds in stormless and
sphere. .In the midst of a tornag
2:101:;::1;:: f:;ﬁhon’ the baloon was invalyg
y anded but five and a half -
from where the storm wag frg; encounte e
this storm it snowed, hailed, blowed iy dred,.
and whirled my vessel about tg and fy ram'
me sick, and making me vomit mre ¢, o ik
sea ever did. Hurricanes are moyeg aloﬂia %
tural wind-currents, and a5 they Cnu:EC
they move slower than the wing ¢p,; cx;rr
along. I will not attempt, i, this article. o ¢
my views on the nature of g friction a'Q ; £
only to give my experience in regard to‘n ;omw
error that exists concerning the vejogigios orE
teors of the cloud kind, that shoulg b 5
when positive facls prove the error, of
voyages in the air above storms, T saileg eack 'n
faster than the storm below. Tn twq casec';f
the nine I gained time enough to desceh& },r
the storm overtook; one in a distance of f
miles, the other in a distance of eighteen ,::.
When the storm first forms it moves much ;:3;
than the air currentaboveit. Afteriti: (_‘Qm‘ .
ly formed, it moves comparatively faster, 4,
when viewed from sbove and to the side of ,;
a completeness of form that is hardly Cerj{-g‘-I_E
by those who never saw one thus, Ifyp,
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—————
WHAT IS LOVE:

What islove #  Ask him who lives—why
ask him who adores, what s God ?
I koow not the internal constitutien
men. [ see that in some external altribyys:
resemble me; but when, misled by that i
ance, T have thought to appeal to somes
common, I have found my language misy
like one in a distant and savage land.
Thou demandest-—What is Love
If we reason—we would be understord ¥
imagine—we would that the =ziry chilin¢
brain were born anew within anothers ¥
feel—we would that another’s nerves shaulir:
to our own—that lips of motionless ice shey
respond to lips quivering and Lurninrys
heart’s food ! Z77is is Love., Thisis the te:
the sanction which connects, not only p
sexes, bet everything that exists.

We are born into the world, and thir jss
thing within us which, from the instant we &
move, thirsts fter its own Likeness.  This pros
develops itself with the development of ourr:
To this eagerly refer all sensations, thirstr;
they should resemble or correspond with
discovery of its antetype—ihe meeting withs:
derstanding capable of clearly estimating &
duction$ of our own, an imagination nli
ter into and seize upon the subtle and ¢
culiarities which we have delighted ta ¢
unfold in secret—with a frame whose nerves,
the chords of two exquisite lyres, strungi i
companiment of one delighful voie, ritrar
the vibration of our own, and of a coztd
these in such proportion as the {57
mands—this is the invisible and unattainail;
to which Love tends, and to attain which, i3
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respite to the heart over which it rules. Hei

thize not with us —we love the flowers, &
grass, and the waters, and the sky. Inth:¥
of the very leaves of spring—in the bluesir—
is found a secret correspondence with cur i
that awakens the spirit to a dancedl
rapture, and brings tears of mysterioustei
into the eyes, like the enthusiasm of pairi:
cess, or the voice of one beloved singing:
alone.
would love some Cypress. So soon as thsr
power is dead, man becomes the living s
of himself; and what yet remains is t&
wreck of what he was.—Skelley Pupers.
—_———————

Uxxoticed aND UxmoNorRep Hrror: -Ts

In some degree be literally falfilled where it is said,
that * your old men shall dream dreams, and your
young men shall see visions.” Or if the instances
of this kind are no more frequent than they have
been, will they not acquire new importance
from the fact that the New Church is able to give
some explanation of them? Since the revelation
of the universal laws which govern the Spiritual
world, and its intercourse with the natural, the par-
ticular examples or illustrations of these laws, may
be made intelligible to the rational mind. Hitherto
they have left only a vague, perhaps even a fright-
ful impression of the existence of the Spiritual
world ; but as the light of the church shines upon
them, they will tend to produce in the public mind
a rational conviction of the reality of Spiritual
things.

It may be often the case that we have a dream
which produces a powerful impression on the inner
man; and the dream itself may be forgotten, but
the impression remain strong and operative. We
awake, and perhaps remember nothing which has

conscious of a renovated state—of the morning of
the Spirit, when all is fresh and green within, as
without. Swedenborg says “that certain souls
fresh arrived from the world, who desire to sce the
glory of the Lord, before they are in such a state
as to be capable of beholding it, are cast, as to
their exterior senses and inferior facultics, into a
kind of sweet sleep, and then their interior senses
and faculties are raised into an extraordinary de-
gree of wakefulness, and thus they are let into the
glory of heaven. Bat as soon as wakefulness is
restored to the exterior senses and faculties, they
return to their former state.”—A. C. 1892,

It is possible that revelations may sometimes be
made to us in our sleep, which could not safely des-
cend into the external man—that when our wills
and our senses are quiescent, we may be permitted
to enjoy communion wijth heaven, for which in our
waking hours we are unprepared; and that such
influences may give us Spiritual strength, while we
are ignorant of its cause.~—N, Church Fisays.

by all Spirits from east to west.

till the reearrection, by ninety-nine
seven heads each ; or, as others say, thei o
come venomous beasts, the grievous 0T¢i ™
like dragons, the smaller ones
the others like gerpen

see a man holding faster his uprightness
tion as it is assailed; fortifying his re
in proportion as Providence is obscure, /
the ultimate triumphs of virtue 1o surelr i
portion to its present afftictions ; cherishing pvy
thropy amid the discouraging experienie ¢:
unkindness and unthankfulness; extendingv i
a sympathy which his own sufferings necd, b
not obtain; growing milder and gentler s
tends to exasperate and harden; and thro
ward principle converting the very incite®
evil into the occasions of a victorious virtt
an explanation, and a noble explanatior, i
present state. I see a good procured,
scendent in its nature as to justify all &
and suffering under which it grows up. I
think the information of a few such mind
all the apparatus of the preseat W
should say that this earth with contie<?
oceans, its seasons and harvests, and 1t
generations, was & work worthy of God,
it to accomplish no other end than thet
manifestations of the illustrious characters
scattered through history. And whenls
how small a portion of human virtue is™"
history, how superior in dignity, as well¥®
ber, are the unnoticed, unhonored saizi
roes of domestic and human life, I sce a g
over the present state which more thas &
me to all its evils.—Channing.
——a—e
MrssTLMAN BELIEF IN AN INTCRMIPIAT
~—Mussulmans believe in an intcrmediate S8
of the body and soul after death. When the¥
is laid in the grave, they say, * he is ree™
an angel, who gives him notice of 7
ing of the two Examiners, which %
black Angels of a terrible appearance, nam®
kir and Nakir. These order the dead it
upright and examine him concerning hit®
the unity of God and the mission of Mohas=
If he answer rightly they suffer him %
peace, and be refreshed with the airs of P ol
but if not, they beat him on the tempics Wt;"
maces, till he roars so loud that he can
Then theff
the earth on the body, which is glmw‘;'g gi
e

like scorpi®
" New Jerusalem
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forth the pewers of man to arrest the faint= 8
dow of that, without which there is no rs8

sclitude, or in that deserted state when wezfs
rounded by human beings, and vyet ther 73

Sterne says that if he were in a d&fz

P~ . e e ma e


possibly.be

