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conscious of the presence of a protecting army: 
else, why the necessity of opening his eyes to dis
cover the fact V

Here then we have the fact presented as plainly 
as words can affirm it—that upon the opening of 
the organic senses of the soul, a world of objects 
immediately appear, of like character with the 
senses of the soul.

The next fact which it presents is equally obvi
ous—that the objects and phenomena of the two 
worlds appear blended together, and mixed; the 
effect being precisely the same with these two 
sights, as with the things seen by the two eyes- 
Each sees its object distinctly, but the plane of 
consciousness upon which they are thrown is the 
same, and there they are thrown as upon a screen, 
commingled togethier, Spiritual with natural. The 
Spiritual vision sees the invisible Spiritual agencies 
or causes, and the natural vision sees the visible 
agents or effects produced ; and thus the corelation 
of the two sights makes a complete vision of things. 
We then see the causes producing their effects. 
And when the host of the enemy drew near the 
mountain, and to the Spiritual sight of Elisha and 
his servant would appear to mingle with the invisi
ble host, it is said that the prophet prayed that the 
enemy might be blinded, and led captive to Sama
ria : here was an invisible and far greater host to 
do the work. The cause and effect were seen 
blended together. Yet in point of numierical 
strength, the greater part of the assembled host 
seen by the prophet and servant was invisible to all 
but themselves. And we are not left in doubt as 
to the cause. It is affirmed that the opening of the 
sight of the Spirit was the cause of their visibility.

The case of Balaam is equally decisive. When 
he saw the angel who opposed his disobedient ca
reer, it is said that “ his eyes were opened." 
(Numb. xxii. 31.) This cannot possibly refer to 
any[opening or sharpening of his natural sight, in
asmuch as it is plain from the whole narrative, that 
it was in a proper state already. Yet no sooner is 
his Spiritual sight opened, than he beholds a Spirit
ual object, whose appearance is blended and asso
ciated with natural objects, seen by natural sight. 
Yet no distinction is made, but the positive affirma
tion, that the Spiritual object was seen as the result 
of the Spiritual sense of sight being opened.

The case of our Lord’s transfigurationzon the 
mount, before his three favored disciples—Peter, 
James and John—presents the same demonstrative 
evidence. (Matt. xvii. 1 : Luke xi. 2S.) Moses 
and Elias were seen by the three disciples, and 
were also heard conversing with their Lord. Now, 
Moses had been dead for ages; his mortal body 
had been for centuries resolved into its original 
elements; and yet, bothi hie and Elias were seen by 
the disciples as rmn, retaining both the human form 
and the identity which attached to their individual 
persons on earth; for Peter alludes to each by 
name ; and so completely did the disciples feel the 
congeniality of their illustrious visitor’s nature with 
their own, and so completely did the Spiritual phe
nomena appear blended with the natural objects of 
the bodily sight, that they saw them mixed up with 
the objects around upon the top of the mount. So 
comjilete was the blending of the two classes of 
objects, that it acted as a delusion for the time be
ing, and the disciples wished to erect tents for their 
abode. Of the Lord personally it is said, that he 
was seen so transcendantiy glorious, that “ His 
face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white 
as the light.” That is to say, they saw his Spirit
ual appearance blended with his natural appear
ance; the Glory -of his Spirit blended with his 
Bodily Person. In other words, the two sights 
were blended together. Here the two classes of 
phenomena are blended in the narrative also; no 
distinction is affirmed; and we should have been 
left to the uncertainty of inference only, had it not 
been for a statement of the Lord himself, wherein 
he says,- “Tell the Vision to no man.” Now the 
term Vision must obviously refer to the Spiritual 
objects seen : it cannot refer to the mountain and 
the mere person of our Lord. A bright cloud it is 
said came over the Vision, overshadowing them, 
and rendering the objects invisible; by which we 
are led to infer the closing of their interior sight. 
For the moment of their disappearance, it is said, 
“ they lifted up their eyes, and saw no man, save 
Jesus only. The clod also had instantly disap
peared. The Spiritual phenomena became invisible 
with the closing of the Vision, which is only another 
word for Spiritual sight. _

The next case to which I refer you is that of the 
women at the sepulchre, as given in the last chap
ter of Luke (xxiv. 22, 23). It is related in the nar
rative, that when the women entered the sepulchre 
they found not the Lord’s body, and were much 
perplexed; and, whilst in this state, they saw 
“ two men in shining garments standing by them.” 
So extraordinary was the sight, that it is said 
“ they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to 
the earth.” Here, again, the blending of the two 
sights, of the Spirit and body, produce a blending 
together and mixing of the two classes of objects 
seen, and in this blended and mixed state they are 
presented in the narrative, without the slightest 
reference to the essential distinction and nature of 
the two classes of objects thus brought together 
under one plane of consciousness. The narrative 
simply presents the facts as seen; its object is then 
attained. In this case, as in the former, we should 
have been left to the uncertainty of inference from 
the narrative itself. And even when it records 
their return, it is said, “ they told all these things 
unto the eleven, and to all the rest.” Still, not one 
word about their opinion of the character of the 
unusual phenomenon. And it is not until we ar
rive at the account of the two disciples going to 
Emmaus, ^hcn they report to tho Lord himself this

visit to the sepulchre, that a solution is presented. 
For in this report the opinion of the women is 
given, as follows : “ Yea, and certain women also 
of our company made us astonished, which were 
early at the sepulchre; for when they found not 
his body, they came, saying that they had also 
seen a vision of angels, which said that he was 
alive.” Here the opinion of the women, and the 
character of their report, for the first time are pre
sented ; and had it not been for this incidental al
lusion, the inference would have been, that the 
angels were naturally seen with the bodily eye. 
But these objects constituted a vision, a distinct 
class of objects, seen only in vision, or when the 
Spiritual senses of the soul are opened. But both 
sights being opened simultaneously, the Spiritual 
agents which guarded the sepulchre were seen 
blended with the sepulchre in which the women 
then were.

The case of Peter cast into prison by King Herod, 
and released by an angel, as recorded in the Acts, 
(xii. 5—10) presents the same evidence. Here 
again the sight of the Spiritual object is declared to 
be a Visio7t, according to the opinion of Peter him
self, the apparent departure of which would actu
ally be the closing of the interior sight or Vision. 
Again, we find the two classes of objects blended 
and mixed together, and presented in this connex
ion in the narrative, with no marks of distinction 
or explanation but the single word Vision—“ he 
thought he saw a Vision”

In many cases, however, even the term Vision is 
wanting; and we have no marks whatever by 
which to determine the distinction in the essential 
nature of the two classes of objects. They are 
blended together by the opening of the two sights 
simultaneously, and thrown' upon one plane of 
consciousness, according to a principle like unto 
the objects seen by the two bodily eyes, which are 
carried by the optic nerves, and thrown upon a 
single nervous screen in the brain—the sensorium 
—where they are blended together. If they cor
respond in size, and fit over each other in the same 
place, then the two sights are perfect; but if not, 
and the objects are displaced and disfigured, then 
one of the two sights, or perhaps both, are injured, 
and imperfectly opened, developed, or fitted. This 
applies equally to the blending of the two orders of 
sight, Spiritual and Datural, as to the dual sights of 
the bodily eyes. In the Reports of Modern Spirit
ualism, so far as they have come under our notice, 
we have remarked several instances of Spiritual 
gliding, or obliquity of vision, wherein mental and 
natural objects appeared imperfectly blended, and 
a confused and commingled scene presented to the 
plane of consciousness. •

But the unquestionable Gospel fact of casting 
out personal Spirits is a demonstration of man’s 
presence in the Spiritual world, as to his Spirit, 
which cannot be doubted or gainsayed by Christi
an believers, in the New Testament. It demon
strates the truth of the Lord’s saying, “ The Tng 
dom of heaven is within you” The demonstration 
of the fact itself was of universal notoriety in the 
world, yet the proposition of the truth was not 
seen. Obsession by evil Spirits, is a palpable de
monstration that the whole spiritual world is with
in the natural world, in precisely the same sense 
as the soul is within the body, and that its forms 
and phenomena are causes, of which the forms and 
phenomena of the natural world are but the out- 
births and effects. At the same time it equally 
proves, that the soul is associated with some part 
of that world—either its heavenly or hellish dis
tricts—during the whole period of its connection 
with the natural body ; and that it is at all times 
an inhabitant of that world, and in that world, as 
much so as the natural body is in this world, and 
an inhabitant thereof. No other inference is dedu
cible from the Biblical facts to which we have re
ferred. The opening of the organic senses of the 
soul, at once, and without further preparation, 
placed the subjects in the peculiar condition of see
ing into both worlds at one and the same time; 
which is a Biblical demonstration, that man is at 
once an inhabitant of two worlds—a demonstration 
which cannot be gainsayed; and that man is such 
an inhabitant from birth to death, although uncon
scious of the fact. It is a law of being, that the 
plane of consciousness should be in the ultimate or 
most external organic vessels; in the natural world, 
it is in the organic senses of the body; but in the 
Spiritual world, in the organic senses of the soul. 
Hence, on the dissolution of the body, death des
troys the organization according to an invisible 
law—it begins without and proceeds inward with the 
work of dissolution, until everything pertaining to 
the body is dead, when the elements can proceed 
no further. It is, therefore, the law of death to 
proceed inwards with the work of dissolution; and 
so the ultimate plane of life and consciousness is 
taken away step by step, until there remains noth
ing of the body in which it can rest; so that the 
ultimate plane now remains with the organic senses 
of the soul, which henceforward, by the very law 
of death, becomes conscious in the Spiritual de
gree. Every lower plane has successively under
gone dissolution; the plane of consciousness can 
never again descend below Spirituality; and it is 
now fixed in the organic external senses of the soul, 
as it was before fixed in the organic external senses 
of the body. The mental phenomena, exhibited by 
dying persons, bear testimony to this law rT death. 
When first death attacks the senses, the plane of 
consciousness is in the most external part of the 
brain, and the mental phenomena are precisely like 
unto persons dreaming, unsoundly; then it be
comes somnambulistic, often like unto sound sleep; 
then unto trance, and ultimately death, as the work 
of dissolution proceeds inward. Sometimes the 
plane of internal conscioiuneu is more rapidly

opened, and before the lower planes are finally dis
solved by death, the dying person exhibits all the 
higher stages of clairvoyance and seership. Quiet, 
but rapid death, as in the case of drowning per
sons, exhibits this law of the plane of consciousness 
retreating inwards, more perfectly than any other 
kind of death ; because the body is not racked 
with pain. Every rescued person tells the same 
tale; they pass into a quiet state of sleep, and the 
whole of their past lives come up before their consci- 
ousres, like unto a rapid review of their past life; the 
factsretming bacOocard to the beginning ofthfr carer 
in childhood. Now, this obviously is but aretreatirg 
inward of the plane of consciousness ; it ■is not the 
fad which come up, but the 00^0^^710^ that goes 
inward, and reviews them in its rapid passage, as 
they lie indelibly imprinted on the organic chan
nels of life in the soul.

But to return to the Biblical facts with which we 
commenced. We are warranted from these facts 
in affirming— .

That the existence of the Spiritual world is bi
blically demonstrated; that this Spirit-world is 
demonstrated to be where the soul is, and that it 
is ever in it, night and day, from birth to death.

That the soul is demonstrated to be a substan
tial, organized human form, like unto the body ; 
for so Samuel was seen by the Witch of Endor, 
Moses and Elias at the Transfiguration, the fellow 
prophet that John the Revelator bowed down to, 
and all who have been seen in vision or in the 
Spirit, as recorded in the Old and New Tetaments. 
This perfectly agrees with the Apostle Paul, who 
says, “ There is a natural body, and there is a Spi
ritual body.” He does not say, “There is a natu
ral body, and there will be a Spiritual body ;” but 
in the present tense, “ There h a natural body, and 
there is a Spiritual body.”

The testimony is clear and explicit. And the 
demonstrations are uniform throughout; given by 
prophets and seers living at remote periods from 
each other, and periods of time when the scientific 
and religious notions which prevailed were utterly 
opposed to the demonstrations themselves. They 
believed heaven to be in the uppermost story of 
the visible heavens; and the hades and heli to be 
beneath the earth on which they dwelt. Thus hea
ven and hell were regarded as two distinct worlds 
or universes, and located in diametrically opposite 
parts of the universe. Now, at the very time when 
these were the scientific and religious opinions of 
the most civilized nations, these Biblical demon
strations occurred, and the descriptions thereof 
were presented as parts of the sacred canon of 
Scripture, and rule of faith. But these demonstra
tions exhibit only one Spirit-world, to which both 
heaven and hell belong, separated by an impassable 
barrier. These Biblical demonstrations show how 
easily the soul can communicate with either, or be 
receptive of the influences of each; and the case 
of Elisha and his servant, in the text, is itself a 
demonstration of the simplicity of the requirements. 
They also show that both heaven and hell belong 
to the same Spirit-world, but impassably distinct.

We would not wish to be regarded as whi above 
what -i ‘wriltte; but these communications are 
written, and we shall urge nothing but what they 
actually demonstrate. Those who differ from us 
are desired to point out from Scripture, and Scrip
ture only, where heaven and hell are spoken of as 
two separate worlds. In the parable of Dives and 
Lazarus, the one is represented to be in heaven 
and the other in hell; but they communicate with 
each other. So that the fact is established, that 
they form but two grand divisions of one world— 
the Spirit-world, or land to which all go after the 
dissolution of the natural body. We do not wish 
to appear too familiar, or to know more than what 
is given in God’s own Revelations; and hence we 
are at a loss for an illustration by which to exhibit 
this impassable division of the Spirit-world into 
two habitable hemispheres or districts. And if we 
cited this earth as being divisioned into two habit
able continents, it would be with a view to show, 
that a world can be so divisioned, with almost im
passable gulfs between them, but we do not affirm 
thereby that heaven and hell are two habitable 
continents of the Spirit-world. We do not affirm 
anything of the kind ; we merely cite the case by 
way of illustration. Again, the natural universe 
is divisioned into habitable or planetary worlds, 
like unto our own; this shows, again, that a uni
verse can be so divisioned, with impassable gulfs 
between. But we do not affirm heaven and hell 
to be two such immense habitable worlds, or sepa
rate divisions of the Spirit universe. We merely 
cite the case for illustration, to show that impas
sable divisions of a universe is possible, and that 
such divisions are naturally impassable, and groun
ded in the nature of things. Our Lord appears to 
have anticipated, if he was not himself beset with 
such questions, as where heaven and hell are. For 
he says, “ Many will come, saying, Lo here, and 
Lo there; but the kingdom of heaven cometh not 
with observation.” No earthly eye will ever ob
serve it come, for it cometh not with observation. 
It is no where in the outer universe ; therefore, we 
cannot say, Lo, it is here, and Lo, it is there; 
which would be the case if it were fixed anywhere 
in the outer universe, above, below, or on any side 
of us. The kingdom of God, says he, is -within you 
—perfectly agreeing with the Biblical demonstra
tions we have already cited. It is within us. It is 
not without us. It is within, where the soul is; it 
is a Spirit-world, and hence can be no where else. 
Heaven and hell, therefore, are not places, but 
states in which the soul is: conditions of its being; 
good or evil; which determine the final allotment, 
so to speak. - They simply denote the two great 
divisional states of being, conditions of existence; 
like unto the two universal conditions of being on

earth—the civilized and savage conditions. How 
else could heaven be said to be within us ? How 
else can it be said to come unto us? It means the 
kingdom of God, the heavenly rule amongst souls, 
giving peace, and joy, and plenitude. The reverse 
is hell.

But the specific exposition of the points to which 
I now allude, belong to lectures in this course, 
which will subsequently come before you, by ano
ther gentleman, and probably by myself also, and 
for these lectures I will reserve that specific expo
sition. It remains for me to treat, in this lecture, 
on the Spiritual world in general, as being that 
world wherein is both heaven and helL I say, then 
in general terms, that these Biblical demonstrations 
affirm, that the Spiritual world is where the soul 
of a man is, and that his soul is in it as, an uncon
scious inhabitant thereof, even during his life time 
in this world of nature. And that precisely as the 
soul is an interior, substantial organism of the body, 
so is the spiritual world an interior universe to that 
of the natural universe, and that all fundamental 
causes begin there ; that all natural forces are 
made to be what they are as effects, by spiritual 
forces as causes. And that as the forces of the one 
give rise to the forces of the other, so do the orga
nic forms of the one give rise to the organic lorms 
of the other.

Man is ruled by the Lord through his like in 
the Spirit-world. Like associates with like, even 
in this world, both with man, beast, vegetable, and 
mineral; like also begets like throughout creation. 
But it is only just beginning to be seen, that like 
in the two worlds associate with and rules like— 
good with good, and bad with bad. The fact is 
only just being realized, that we are momentarily 
in the condition of Elisha and his servant—momen
tarily surrounded and associated either with good 
or bad spirits. Yet this is strange, when we reflect 
how often the phenomenal facts are actually de
monstrated in the Gospels, which have been so 
universally read. We are in constant intercourse 
and communication with each other. It was some
thing more than men thought—it was the inspira
tion of a fact, which dictated that touching and 
beautiful song,
want facts upon this subject, not fancies. Is the 
case of Elisha and servant a fact ? The case of 
Moses and Elias, and the angels in the sepulchre ? 
Are they facts or fancies ? They are given as Bib
lical facts; if so, they are positive demonstrations 
that we are now in the Spirit-world as to our Spir
its. A glimmer of conjectural idea of the fact has 
always prevailed amongst the nations of the earth, 
but it has never been seen that the positive causes 
and forces of human development in relation to 
good and evil lie in the Spirit-world ; and that the 
human spirit of a man was actually and positively 
living among spirits, like as with his human body 
in the world. The statement in the text is both 
positive and definite, as to the inseperability and 
nearness of the two worlds; You cannot go out of 
the one, but you instantly come into the other. 
There is no distance, no space, no vacancies be
tween. You cannot suspend or hide between the two. 
If you pass away from man, you appear to Spirits. 
The Apostle Paul says truly, “ To be absent from 
the body is to be present with the Lord.” Time is 
not taken up by the distance of the passage. We 
close our bodily eyes, only to be convinced that 
our Spiritual eyes are opened. We leave this world, 
and find ourselves in that. Look at the servant of 
Elisha, if you desire to see how the case actually is. 
“ And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, 
and he saw.” No time to elapse, no space to tra
verse ; his eyes are opened, and he saw at once. 
“ And behold the mfrtrin was full of horses and 
chariots of fire.” " The objects were not far away ; 
for it is said that, so near were they, that they 
appeared as if covering the very mountain, which 
a moment before appeared deserted, both to him
self and master. Though seen in the Spirit-world, 
they were even more intimately present than the 
enemy in the distance. And this is not an isola
ted case, but the uniform fact ; it is the same in al] 
the cases we .have cited.’ Our Lord said to the 
thief on the cross, “ To-day thou shalt be with me 
in Paradise.” Not a moment lost in the passage. 
The popular fancy, the Biblical fact, do not accord 
It is all mere fancy, that the Spirit-world is local
ized at some inconceivable distance in this universe; 
it is not a fact, as Mrs. Hernans has sung in her 
beautiful song of the “ Happy Land”—that “ it is 
far, far away.” Disembodied souls are just as 
near as when united with the body : they are but 
what they were, before the dissolution of the lat
ter. ******

We will now cite the few biblical demonstra
tions of the ministrations of Spirits, and the imme
diate communications between the two worlds.— 
And all our cases will be purely Biblical. In the 
Psalms (xxxiv. 7) we read, “The angel of the 
Lord encampeth about them and delivereth them;” 
and in the same book of. Psalms we read, “ For he 
shall give his angels charge over thee to keep thee 
in all thy ways.” (xc. ii..) We can see how easily 
this could be accomplished, when we see that the 
soul is already a Spiritually-organized form and in
habitant of the Spirit-world, and can. be as readily 
assisted and communicated with by a guardian 
angel as the body of one man with that of another. 
The apostle Paul, speaking of angelic Spirits, says, 
“ Are they not all ministering Spirits sent forth to 
minister to them who shall be heirs of salvation ?’’ 
In this passage, we are expressly taught that as
sisting mankind, or constant commmunication with 
mankind is not only a standing employment or of
fice of angelic Spirits, but that it is the only au
thorized use or office. Of coarse this assistance 
would include every possible variety of modes.— 
Their doty is assistance in some mode to those who

are heirs of salvation. This is not spoken of as a 
special or isolated case, but the universal duty of 
all; not the duty of one or a few, but the duty of. 
all; it is the authorized duty of all, without ex
ception, in some mode or other according to re
quirements. It is the established law f the Spirit . 
Land, For Paul says, first, “ Are they not al 
ministering Spirits ?” And this expression admits 
of no exception. Then, secondly, he says, “ Sent 
forth to minister to those who are heirs of salvation.” 
And this expression of their being “ sent forth to 
minister” shows it to be a duty imposed by the 
very law of Heaven on al its inhabitants. True, 
it is only Paul who says this is the law of heaven, 
and that this is the duty of all Heaven’s sons. But 
then Paul affirms he was caught up into the third 
or highest heaven, and had an opportunity of 
speaking from experience. His testimony is not 
therefore, to be lightly esteemed, nor invalidated 
by a doubt. His own history in the Acts bears 
testimony of his having thus been constantly min
istered unto. And in the same Acts, when speak
ing of Peter’s guardian spirit, we have the expres
sion, “ It is hi angel” But to take a rapid sur
vey of such guardianship, would strikingly illus
trate this universal duty of all Heaven’s sons, as 
stated by Paul. “In the vision of Jacob’s ladder, 
angels are represented as constantly ascending and 
descending from heaven to earth. Angels deliver
ed Lot from Sodom, Jacob from Esau, Daniel from 
the lions, his three companions from the furnace, 
Peter from Herod, and the nation of the Israelites 
successively from the Egyptians, Canaanites, and 
Assyrians. Thus they conducted—that is, did the 
duty of ministering according to Paul—they con
ducted Lot, Abraham, and the Israelites, in a sea
son of great difficulty and danger, to places and 
circumstances of safety and peace; they conducted 
Gideon to the destruction of the Mideanites; Joseph 
and Mary to Egypt; Philip to the Eunuch, and 
Cornelius to Peter, that they might impart a knowl
edge of the Gospel. Thus, they comforted Jacob, 
at the approach of Esau; Daniel, in his peculiar 
sorrows and dangers; Zachariah, in the sufferings 
of his nation ; Joseph and Mary, in their perplex
ites; Christ in his agony; the Apostles and their 
companions, after his resurrection ; Paul, imme
diately before his shipwreck; and the church uni
versally, by the testimony and instruction given in 
the Book of Revelation, by the Apostle John.

Now, it seems to us, from the Bible teaching, 
that,constant intercourse existed between the two 
worlds, in the early history of our race. It ap
pears to have been the most universal of all convic
tions. The veil between them and the invisible 
world must have been slight indeed. It was no 
matter of dread or bewilderment to them, if in 
the stillness of the sunset hour, stranger feet 
drew near their dwelling, and the phenomena of 
both worlds became blended into one vision; forms, 
glorious with the majesty of holiness, entered be
neath their roof to commune with them, and teach 
them in their departing, thvt they had been with 
beings of another land. The very absence of fear 
or wonder, implies the original universality of such 
intercourse or opening of the Spirit-sight. All the 
most ancient traditions are founded on an inter
course with the Spirit-land, and the separation be- _ 
tween the living and departed was held to have 
been •marvelously slight.

Here we again repeat, that the whole of our pre
sentation of facts in relation to the Spirit-world are 
purely biblical; and we present them as we find 
them. And when we take a rapid survey of all 
the biblical facts, and the arguments which obvi
ously grow directly out of them, we do not hesitate 
to affirm, that there is not a single law or funda
mental fact in relation to the objects or phenomena 
of that world, that has ever been developed from 
any source, from that time to which the biblical 
facts refer, to the present time, but what can be 
found obviously taught and demonstrated in these 
biblical facts. We repeat, not one fundamental 
fact or law, from that time to this. The biblical 
facts, are yet, and ever will be, emphatically and 
pre-eminently, the Book of Revelation. YVe are 
aware it has hitherto been but imperfectly seen and 
believed, that the human Spirit of a bad man is 
observed by companion Spirits, laid firm hold of, 
and bodily ■ grasped and hurried away into Spiritual 
vices, exactly like the body of a willing votary on 
earth is bodily seized and hurried away by sinful 
and wicked companions, into earthly and sinful 
practices. Yet every reader of the gospels is fa
miliar with the demoniac of Judea, of whom it is 
said, “that he had an unclean Spirit, and his 
dwelling was amongst the tombs, and no man could 
bind him, no, not with chains; because that he had 
been often bound with fetters and chains, and the 
chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the 
fetters broken in pieces, neither could any man 
tame him.” (Mark v. 1—12.) Here then the phe
nomenal fact alluded to is actually demonstrated. 
The demoniac is demonized by wicked spirits. Be
ing in communication with his Spirit as an inhabi
tant of the Spirit-world, they obsess it like a body 
of men seizing and hurrying away a companion. 
Night and day, it is said, he rambles the mountains, 
and wailing in the tombs, cutting and bruising him
self and others with stones. Now, examine this 
gospel case. He is not obsessed by one, not seized 
and hurried into demoniacal deeds by a single 
Spirit, but by all his companion Spirits; for when 
asked their name, they reply through him, as a 
kind of medium, “ My name is Legion, for we are 
many.” His Spirit companions of every grade 
were there organized into a lawless band of despe
radoes, and legionized, to denote a combined effort 
of all who associated with him to force him to their 
wishes and purposes.

Now, from that time to this, we have not had a 
more thorough and complete demonstration of the 
fact—that the human Spirit is already an inha
bitant of the Spirit-world, from birth to death, and 
in momentary communication therewith, though 
unconsciously—than this case itself furnishes.— 
Man’s Spirit is ever in association with either Heav
en or Hell, the two Grand Divisions or Regions of 
the Spirit-land. This Gospel fact proves, beyond 
doubt, that according as man’s - Spiritual life is de
veloped in association with either the one or the 
other, such wifi be the final companionship after 
the dissolution of the body.

It is a scriptural fact that every dispensation has 
had its orderly and disorderly mediums^ through 
whom communication has been obtained with the 
Spirit-land. Balaam, the soothsayer, was made the 
medium of blessing the tribes of Israel in a prophe
cy that is unequalled for force, sublimity and beauty 
of diction, and containing the most unlimited pro
tective clauses for the safety of the people whom he 
desired to curse, whilst the Witch of Endor was 
the medium whereby Samuel gave Saul a prophetic 
intimation of his fate. It is simply sufficient for 
our present purpose to know the fact, that then 
always was a channel of communication or of inter
course between the two worlds, and that whilst the 
channel was open, it was equally free to the good
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and evil—true and false. Whilst it was open to 1 
the Jews, who had tbe Word, it was also open to 
the heathen world who had not the Word, and 
were addicted to idolatry. Balaam is an Illustra
tion. Hence, whilst the Jewish Church existed as 
such heathen oracles and divinations were quite as 
frequent, and their seers quite as free in their in
tercourse as the prophets and seers of the Hebrew 
nation. But when the true mediums—the proph
ets and seers of the Lord among the Jews—cea^d 
to exist, and false prophets and seers took their 
place, then the channels were closed to all; the 
oracles were mute, auguries were unmeaning jug
gleries, and divinations became mystic impostures. 
The channel of communication would not be kept 
open for the use of the bad and the designing 
alone. Whilst the channels of order were open to 
the Beers of the Jews, false, illegal, imitative and 
deceptive channels were open among the heathens 
with their like in the Spirit-land. But when the 
true channels closed, the false channels closed also. 
A universal law passed obviously through the Spirit
land that all communications should now cease. 
The mere disclosure of such an orderly channel 
existing by divine authority, aeparate from the per
missible channels open alike to all, is tantamount 
to a declaration of the intimate connexion which at 
all times exist between the two worlds, even when 
no intercourse of a conscious character is known 
to exist. The exposition of biblical facts upon this 
subject, will have the good effect of introducing a 
new element into the dogmas of the sects, and 
widely inoculate their public teachings with sub
stantive realities when speaking of the better land. 
At the same time it will keep the sects at home, 
and prevent their regarding comets as Spirit vehi
cles, or wandering to the sun and stars to find out 
heaven; whilst it will prevent their digging into I 
the central parts of the earth to find out hell. They 
will see that the Spirit-world is within not without, 
as the Lord taught the Jews; that it is a world of 
state, rather than place, and that the kingdom of 
heaven is within you, where the soul is.

We are sometimes charged with taking the wri
tings of Swedenborg as Divine revelations, and set
ting aside the authority of scripture. By others 
we are charged with regarding his writings as be
ing suplemental scriptures, having equal authority 
with, and, in fact, to be appended to the Scriptures. 
But this course of lectures will show that we make 
the widest possible distinction between the two— 
as wide as th?’ which exists between human and 
Divine compositions, and that intrinsically there is 
precisely the same distinction between the two 
works as there is between a Divine composition 
and any other human works. We are sometimes 
charged with believing nothing but what Sweden
borg has seen as a seer, and that our doctrines rest 
upon and have their foundation in his personal ex
periences as a seer; and that if his personal revela
tions or relations be taken away, the whole struc
ture will fall asunder. To this we reply, there 
never was a more fallacious opinion than this is. 
Our doctrines rest exclusively upon the scriptures, I ““““ =and no where else, and are drawn therefrom, even I an“ Jn some way expresses the expanding energy, 
by Swedenborg himself, upon grounds totally irre-1 which is as it were, the wings on which the soul 
spective of his personal experiences—upon grounds flies forth to meet the beautiful in Nature and the 

experience as a seer. The doctrines drawn from I fee“Dg with Nature and life, the Spirit is at a loss 
scripture and his personal experiences are as totally I to determine the full value of the one, or realize 
distinct in themselves, and are always regarded I the extent of its obligation to the other, for the 
and kept distinct both by himself and followers, as I hopes and joys that well forth in delight, or reflect . 
the personal conflict of Luther with the demon, or I ... . \the visions of Lesley, are always kept distinct their dlamond Iustre from the heaven of memory, 
from their doctrinal teachings, as grounded in the I a^e entrance the soul in the intoxication of the 
tbe scriptures. The alleged personal experiences I scene. But life is not all sentiment, nor passion, 
in all these cases form no part of tho faith or doc- for the reason that man has a mental as well as an 
trine, neither should tneir followers be charged | ,with grounding their doctrines upon these expen-1 ’ ; vuuwuun,
ences. We are also aware, that there are some ad-1 correct the general manifestations of
vocates of modern Spiritualism who regard at least I the latter. For this end, the sorrows that springs 
the revelations of Spirits as having equal and even from sad experiences and imperfect developments 
greater authority than the scriptures. But this re- are butangels in disguise, a!though tb meet suits from their not having the slightest knowledge | . , r ,./• ■. ; , Jof the distinction between a Divine composition or I evel7 turn of life, and jostle us in the street, for 
structure, and what is human. They have yet to I they remind us of errors, and warn us of extremes, 
zc-arn wherein the divinity of scripture, or of any I So inwrought is this moralism of life into dailv 
revelation from God to man, consists They have experience, and so universally is it recognized in yet to learn, that a revelation may be true in all I °the main facts, and even in detail, but will notjhave I, S P > _ e very stones m the street
the slightest divinity in the structure or composi-1 become mediums of instruction and suggestive 
tion in the narrative. This course of lectures will I thought, for they associate the mind of the thinker 
show that a revelation from God contains a struc- with the mighty past, and reveal the world of mo 
ture apart from the facts or truths, which it is im- tive that called them into bei Jf thereforepossible for either man or bpint to imitate, howev-1 A , . , ... - uwuwe, ae
er pure, or holy, or exalted, the being may be. I <2€<^“£7l4j 04 daily life can speak to, and inspire the 
Those who think contrary, we invite to try one I Spirit, while educating the mind, what a world of 
test; to bring their revelations to the ordeal we I use and beauty springs into being at the bare men- 
shall submit and see if they will present the same tion of the actualities of Spirit life and An-el n-uar- unerring ana infallible demonstration. And those I n. ± . 65who have hitherto thought we have set aside the I. . r eF re er a world that is as real as
authority of scripture, or placed the writings ofl1^ and experiences are endless. They un- 
Swedenborg even on the same plane of authority, I fold to us the beauties and glories of a state the or even grounded our doctrines on his personal ex-1 very mention of which, invests the meanest of’men 

periences will. find they have been widelv led with value, if not dignity, for he is heir to al] time astray, before this course of lectures is comoleted. I ■ e 10 t,me
We have entitled this lecture, “ What the Bible b® ’S t0 be P3rtaker of the Spiritual

teaches of the Spirit-land.” And we so designated WCalUt . thea£es-
it, because we hold it to be an incontrovertible I lesson, Spiritualism culminates, for it
truth, that the biblical facts and demonstrations I comprehends the varied manifestations of life as 
relating to the Spirit-Iai:d-where it is, its sun, ob- the soul’s report of its own development and rives jects. inhabitants, phenomena and laws, are suDe-1 r-,’ •» ’ &iVtb
rior to anything that has ever yet been presented I . . ,lr eXP anati°n> by making them, and all
to the world, from the time of the prophets until I t lmSS’ minister to, and work for its salvation, for 
the present time; and that no series of revelations such is both the Gospel and the mission of daily relating thereto are so comprehensive, so powerful-1 life. *
ly exponential, so exquisitely gorgeous and im I ______ -
mense, or present such displays of grandeur, power, I HF AT, TUG MEDIUMS
majesty and glory; or exhibits the Spirit-land on I _i- .- . .such an immense scale, and in such glowing colors, I p u is ic utilitarian has already asked
as are presented by the biblical facts and demon-1. ? are tbere no more healing mediums, consider- 
strations relating thereto. And besides all this, I inS tbe g°°d that can be done by and through 
there is one fact especially worthy of our notice ; I their instrumentality ? This like all general ones 
there is no series of revelations from any one man, tions, will admit of lengthy and varied discussion or any number of men, that bears the same unde-1 u r ttreu discussion
niable marks of demonstrative consistency in all I beIore ttle anSvrer is found, and therefore we will 
the details as the biblical series; and that no fun-1 not attempt the explanation at this time. Still the 
damental fact or law has ever yet been presented I mission of the healing medium no less than the 
ous^exhibiL11231 the biWiCa’ Ser’'eS d°eS nOt °bvi' C,ai®S made by’ and ae facts developed, through

We hold it the wisest, the safest, the most justi-1 b*m Or ber’ jnyes^ tb’S class with peculiar import- 
fiable course to pursue, in relation to our belief j ance’ Eince tbeir mission is not to minister to the 
upon this subject, that nothing should be implicitly curiosity of the frivolous, nor cater for the senti 
received from any quarter unless it accord with mentalist, but to “heal the sick" and nut th.™ 5„ the doctrine taught by the biblical facts upon this a condition by virtue of which th J
question—doctrine founded upon the unadulterated I <• ♦», . ’ ,, . "“ich they may hence-
biblical demonstrations, which have God’s sanction 110rttl enj0F . 6 blessings of life—Spiritual and 
for being the truth, and which demonstrations I temPoraI- It is worthy of note, therefore, to those 
were specially conducted try God himself with a view I who are watching and studying the order of this' 
to present them as his recorded revelations upon the unfolding of Spirit power that as vet th. h .r 1 subject tn question ; and having the seal and sane-1 •„ / F , aC aS yet tbe healing
tion of his name. Why then set them aside fori , 1 n0t So common'F developed as the other 
that which has a human origin, however true it I P"ases 04 mediumship. Nor can the claim of 
may be? In God’s Record we have the best, the I Spiritism be made for many of the facts that seem 
truest, the sweetest, the most majestic and glorious, to authorize the assumption of inwlmmAm ; <>.• the most reliable and infallible revelations, and the I rtpnartmoni- it, k r diumship m this 
most varied from every region of the Spirit-land. I ■ ’ 6 beabnS efficacy of mestner-

Our unseen but perpetual communication with |'Sm iS f°j Tt n0Trn be ^ost s’fibt of. The facts 
the Spirit-land, and the condition of knowledges I Presente<i, therefore, as proof of Spirit presence 

. coming from interior sources, are such, that they I and power, by the healing medium, should have 
are alike to all, without exception—medium or ] such characteristics as to separate them =otherwise—graduated by the quality and capacity I mesmeric the nsvcbnlnrrtd .1. 1 4“e
of the channel of intercourse. The biblical facts of \ ■ ,®1C ’ Patb°Iogical, Ac.;
God’s Word form a Divine revelation of the Spirit- a? Wlthout distinction there is room for imposi- 
Iand, that exhibits all the fundamental rules since nothing is easier than assumption Be-
tlamght by which we are to be guided in our beliefs, side this, if the facts of the healing medium have 
and ail the fundamental laws o/ rzimd by which Lot some speciality in them thev can be of no „ Spiritual manifestations can even be exh bited and Lt luey can be ot no au-

..........vv,.^„„:aIa|tbonty ln the discussion now pending between

THE GOSPEL OF DAILY LIFE.
The fact “that day unto day uttereth speech and 

night unto night addeth knowledge,” is so deeply 
engraven on the consciousness of every thoughtful 
Spirit, that there were little need of argument to 
convince tbe mind of progress, were it not that the 
native or educational instinct of the Pharisee or 

, the Sadducee prompt them to doubt or deny this 
God ordained witness. ' The vast ocean of internal 
life that wells up and pictures its images on the 
mirror of consciousness, has ever been the true and 
unmistaken source of all abiding and reliable tes
timony, because its cheering or doubting evidences 
have been soul felt and intuitive, according to the 
education of the Spirit and the development of the 
souk In this world of thought and emotion, the 
soul must be its own translator, interpreter and 
confessor, for none can so well perform these of
fices. Inasmuch, however, as the Spirit is quick
ened by the operations of Nature, and by the sur
roundings of social life, everything that tends to 
stimulate the soul’s activity, and inspire it with 
larger and nobler desires for a closer communion 
with its better self, and the pure and holy in 
others, therefore is it, that every manifestation of 
unfolding thought, inspired deed, and expanded 
consciousness, speaks to the divine and human in j 
man, and like so many mirrors enables him to see 
the exact condition of his own Spirit, and feel its 
strength and weakness, while realizing its capacity 
and limitation.

When in this happy and receptive mood, every
thing has a lesson to teach, and a spirit to impart 
with a freshness and a newness ne’er seen before, 
or if seen, ne’er felt with that Vividness and dis
tinctness that now animates and expands the mind. 
Thoughts spring into being too big for utterance, 
and feelings divine and beautiful give coloring to 
the scene and its surroundings, until common 
things become eloquent in their use, while diviner 
life is consecrated and made holy by the inspira
tions of the hour. Life, that at other times is ex- 
tremish angular and disproportioned, is rounded in
to harmony and significance, for then, the most 
humble act or thought is found to have relation to,
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all the laws of intercourse between the two worlds, j 
To this standard, which is given by the Divine Be
ing, we reduce everything proposed for our rational 
acceptation. We even bear in remembrance, that 
the servant is not greater than his God, nor a ser
vant’s authority subversive of his master’s. We 
know it is placed in the Gospel record, and we be
lieve the fact, that Qod himself is a Spirit—a Divine, 
not a human Spirit—and they who, as Paul says, 
41 are ministering Spirits sent forth to minister,” 
will not be sent forth by God, with a mission and 
an authority to present a revelation of their own, 
superior to that which He himself has given. The 
Divine Word is the Lamb’s Book of Life, in which 
are written all and everything that can ever be said 
of the issues of life, in all the graduated forms of 
life, from God to man. There can come no message 
of universal truth, precept or doctrine, from Spirits, 
in the Spirit-land, but what must come to us second 
hand, and adulterated by human aspects; nothing 
can come from angel ot Spirit, of universal interest 
that is not to be found in the Spiritual sense of 
God’s Word; and there it has the Divine authority, 
and the revelation is at once of a higher order, be
ing direct from God the Great Spirit, whose revela
tions are sent to all. 1

Me, (?) Modest, (T) and eminently Episcopal Spirit, 
that pervades the following extract We copy from 
the Tribune :—

The Doctor commenced by alluding to the natu
ral tendency of the mind to step beyond the 
rial, and strive to grasp the mysteries of the Spirit 
world. The giant intellects among the ancients 
such as Plato, Socrates and Cicero devoted a great 
portion of their lives to speculations on the proba
bilities of-a future state. Allied to this propensity 
to investigate the higher forms of immateriality, is 
that far inferior if not lowest mental development 
termed superstition, which discovers perverse Spi
rits in the shape of decrepid old women. The be
lief which prevailed in Europe in the realities of 
Witchcraft was derived from several sources—such 
as the rights of the Druids, the classic lore of the 
Franks, and the wandering fancies of the more East
ern nations. Witchcraft flourished chiefly between 
the beginning of the fourteenth and the close of 
the seventeenth centuries. The witches of that 
period were supposed to be the agents of satan, 
dealiog in noxious herbs, occasioning pestilence 
and famine, haunting the dreams, and possessing I 
power even over the lives of their fellow-mortals. 
With few exceptions the belief in their existence 
was universal. Shakespeare adhered in part to 
popular notions in the witches of his poetical 
creation, but endowed them with far greater dig
nity and refinement. After describing at some 
length the human manifestations of the witchcraft 
of the past, the doctor came down to the witch
craft of the present—Spiritualism. A parallel, he 
said, may be instituted between the two with very 
little advantage to the latter. We have no witch
craft now to stick invisible pins into the sides of 
superstitious people, or to assume the form of a cat, 
or to breed a murrain among the cattle; but we 
have modern necromancers who advertise their 
skill to foretell events, to reproduce the past, and 
to cure refractoiy diseases. The doctor proceeded 

: to discuss Spiritualism in a scientific and unmerci
ful style, admitting its connection with certain 

: physical results to be as yet capable of no satis- 
: factory explanations.”
. This, too, is scholar-like and orthodox, for it 
. smacks of medicine as well as theology. We 
I regret very much the reporter did not publish 

the “ scientific" part of the lecture, as it must 
have been a curiosity. We hope the reader will 
not forget that the doctor was lecturing for a 
charitable purpose, when he was thus discussing 
Spiritualism, 44 in a scientific and an unmerciful 
style,” for it will enable him to appreciate the 
Christian character of the Doctor and his Brother
hood.

To these, other popular issues might be added, 
but all is implied in the above two extracts, for 
history has been ransacked in order to vindicate a 
materialistic theology, and caricature Spiritualism. 
Nevertheless is gaining strength, and making con
verts daily, and is otherwise instrumental in awa
kening an interest in, and calling attention to the 
Spiritual Literature and Philosophy of the past 
The last issue of the New Jerusalem Messenger, 
informs us that “ a desire to know something of 
Swedenborg and his writings seems to pervade 
nearly every class in the community. The pheno
mena of Spiritualism are probably contributing 
something to this inquiring state of the public’ 
mind.” Beside this testimony, the lecture on the 
first page of this paper, is convincing proof, that1 
the genius of Spiritualism is reformatory in charac
ter, constructive in Spirit, and eminently friendly 
to the teachings and Religion of Jesus. The editor 
of the Evening Post in noticing the lecture of 
Mr. Beswick, says:

“ It will be perceived by the readers of his discourse, 
that Mr. Beswick is a disciple of Swedenborg. The most 
prominent features of his theory are, that our Spirits dur
ing life are in constant ’association with those of the de 
parted, and that when, as in the cases mentioned in the 
Bible, the senses of tbe Spirit are opened in the Spirit
world at the same time that the bodily senses are opened, 
the phenomena and objects of both worlds will be seen, 
heard and felt at the same time. This he speaks of as the 
first law of our being, and applies to every Spiritual mani
festation narrated in the Bible.

This leads him to maintain that heaven and hell do not 
refer to time and place, but condition—that they are with
in us, and not without us.

For the Christian Spiritualist. 
SPIRITUALITY A SCIENCE.

It will be readily conceded, that it is no difficult 
thing to cloak, with seeming truth, and every fair 
appearance of reason, any hypothesis that may be 
assumed, especially, may one of this recondite na
ture be rendered very plausible and consistent by 
the skilful sophist. On the other hand, it is very 
difficult, even after a theory becomes reducible and 
comprehensive, to make it cover the whole ground, 
embrace the entire subject. Attempt to reason 
upon, or to explain any fact in creation, ana how 
soon will you find yourself in a labarynth of doubt 
and perplexity, from which, a thread a thousand 
fold more magical than that of Rosamond, could 
never guide you.

You may handle them at your pleasure, using 
them in connection with, or in elucidation of other 
facts, but the comprehension, analization thereof, 
is not to be attained by any, even the profoundest 
and most extensive researcher of science.

How inexplicable are the enigmas of our crea
tion ! How mysterious the contingences by which 
our life has been invested 1 How utterly incom
prehensible, although so often the arbiters of our 
destiny, ever our masters, until we wrestle them 
into subjection, or outrace them. Would not our 
control become indisputable and illimitable, once 
we could look quite through and around them, 
once we could trace effects to constituting causes, 
and causes to effects. And this proclivity of the 
human soul, this strength, dominion, power, which 
was at first embodied in Adam, and descended 
from him to his posterity, brightening, intensifying, 
beautifying all the way down, is what Paul deno
minates “ the brightness of the Father’s glory.” ;

If through the long lapse of ages, from the first 
man, from the first germ of that far ofi^ dimly re
cognized generation, down to the glorious present, 
the soul has all the while experienced nothing but 
growth, expanpion, perfection; how are we to 
escape the most direct and analogical conclusion, 
that such is its glorious destiny ?

I linger on this point, because once established, 
it becomes a fixed star in the firmament of thought, 
a nucleus around which other facts may gather. 
The omnisciency of the soul, its immortality, omni-1 
potency, individuality. “If knowledge is power,”, 
and that it is so, is proved by every incident of 
time, by every reference to every faculty and capa
city of the human soul, then how much, how infi- ■ 
nitely greater is the power back of this, the arbiter, 
director, supporter thereof. The simple fact of the 
dominion exercised by man over all beneath him, 
proves that he has the power not only to obtain, 
but to exert, retain, and profit by the same. Thus 
again, 44 the brightness of the Father’s glory 1”_
And yet again, Oh! how exhaustless is the sub
ject 1 If, as the Bible expressly declares, man is 
made in the image of God; “ in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them;” 
or as Paul has it, “not only in the express image 
of his person, but the brightness of his exceeding

characteristics. And indeed, it begins to be appa- i 
rent, that our healing mediums are yet to be most 1 
effective in the conversion of the masses to an ac- i 
knowledgment of Spiritual agency in the affairs of ■ 
earth. In a moral and philosophical point of view ' 
the skeptical mind is too apt to imagine some other 1 
hypothesis than the one claimed for our manifes-.' 
tations; but when they witness speedy eradication 
of disease, and perhaps the hand of death, as it 
were, arrested in its very grasp upon some be
loved forms, even the most material are checked in 
their skepticism, and the 44 Angel Reflection ” at 
last comes to the relief of most minds thus circum
stanced.

A few months ago, before leaving St. Louis, I 
was myBelf raised from a bed of sickness, without 
the attendance of an earthly physician and the ac
customed paraphernalia of the sick room, through 
the medium power of a lady residing in St Louis— 
whose name would be familiar to all, if given, as she 
was one of the first developed in the West, and has 
been the means of effecting a vast deal of good to 
humanity. On reaching the hospitable mansion of 
her husband, I found there a young lady of our 
city, who is in eveiy way, from he? accomplish
ments and education, calculated to be an ornament 
to the most elevated circles. Connected with some 
of our wealthiest and most respectable families, 
she might successfully have filled the place in so
ciety her attainments so eminently qualified her for, 
but that disease, which too often in the present con
dition of earthly organizations, and seems to aim for 
the most shining marks, had seized her as its own ; 
and, to all appearances, but a short time previous, 
an early grave was her destiny. - For many years 
she had been the victim of a combination of dis
eases, and for seven months she had been almost 
entirely deprived of her eyesight, from the affec
tion of her brain. Her physicians, after unremit
ting labor, pronounced her incurable ; and her 
only consolation was in the reflection that her suf
ferings might be palliated, but not eradicated. At 
this juncture, she received the kind invitation of 
the brother and sister alluded to, to spend a short 
time with them, and test the efficacy of Spirit 
power. During the week I was confined to the 
house, this young lady returned home with re
newed health, good eyesight, cheerful, grateful 
and happy—restored by the agency of the Angels 
in less than three weeks time. I do not give the 
names alluded to, for obvious reasons; but the 
facts are well known to many of our citizens.

About the period to which I have alluded, an
other healing medium was growing into general 
notice—Mr. John Scott—the fame of whose won
derful power has since extended far and near. And 

. so numerous are the successful applications made 

. to him, that a literal account thereof would seem 
, almost fabulous. From fifty to one hundred and 
; fifty per day, are operated upon by him—the most 

of them cured, but all more or less relieved.
, Among the diseases recently healed through the 

agency of his organism, is that of a Cancer of fif
teen years duration,which had been unsuccessfully 
attended by a number of physicians both in Eu
rope and America. When he first laid his hand, 
under the influence, on the cancer, the effect was 
as if caustic had been applied to the surface. He 
continued his attendance—the cancer gradually 
healing near the body, until it dropped off, leaving 
a sore of about an inch in diameter—which was 
also healed by the same process. And just before 
I left St. Louis on my present trip, a physician, 
w.ho had previously declined taking the case on ac
count of its supposed incurability, informed me 
that the cure was perfect. I was present also my
self at Mr. Scott’s rooms, the day before I left, and 
about fifty were in attendance, waiting to be 
healed—like those of old, at the pool of Bethesda.

But perhaps I have been sufficiently lengthy for 
one letter, and shall close in a few words. Thus, 
brother, in various ways are the Spirits aiming in 
the West, as well as in all portions of our widely- 
extended country, to manifest their interest in hu
manity ; and thus, notwithstanding the immense 
tide of opposition setting against the cause of 
Spiritual Redemption, are the Angels leading 
minds to ponder and reflect.

Yours, in the cause of Truth,
Thos. Gales Forster.

Spiritism and Materialism. I
We have cases in mind that warrant not only 

these, but may, on some other occasion, suggest 
further remarks, since the mistake, however hon-1 
estly made, which converts the mesmeric into the 
Spiritual medium, can only retard the advent of 
knowledge and Spiritual analization. Facts like 
the following, however, warrant the belief that the 
tick now, as in the life and ministry of Jesus and 
his Apostles, are cured by Spirit power, and the 
“ lying on of hands."

A correspondent of the Spiritual Universe writes 
to that paper as follows:

For the past twelve months there have been in 
St Lojiis some astonishing healing developments, 
in addition to the numerous philosophical manifes
tations that have been occurring for the past three 
years; and perhaps the general mind has been 
more particularly directed to the demonstrations of 
Spiritual power, as a remedial agent in the phy
sical', world, than to any other of its beneficial

POPULAR ISSUES AND SPIRITUAL 
PROGRESS.

The signs of the times are so full of promise, 
that he who runs can read—old things are passing 
away, and all things are becoming new. Wheth
er the new in all cases is desirable, or like to 
be permanent, are questions we cannot now stop 
to discuss. The fact, however, that the public 
mind is rapidly growing anxious as to the na
ture of the facts and the tendency of the philo
sophy of Spiritualism, and in one form or an
other is determined to have both discussed, is 
evidence that the truths of Spirit intercourse are 
coming home to the consciousness of the race. 
Naturally enough, the first efforts of the advo
cates for popular dogmas are cru de, declamatory 

I and in most cases unfair, but the fact that dis- 
I cussion in any form comes from such quarters is 
of immense significance. For instance, Bishop 
Hopkins of Vermont, has of late been on a visit 
to his brethren of the South, and while at St. 
Louis delivered a lecture on Spiritualism, the gist 
of which may be gathered from the following.—

The Bishop “ holds that in all ages there have 
been manifestations of the Prince of Darkness; 
as witness the miracles of the magicians of Egypt; 
the afflictions of Job; the temptation of Christ; 
the varied forms of witchcraft, sorcery and incan
tations—necromancy, oracles, and astrology. The 
present manifestations, he has no doubt, are “ de
vices of the devil” to propagate infidelity. He in
sists that the devil has, at different times, re
ceived the worship of men under different names; 
as Isis and Osiris, as Moloch and Ashtaroth, as 
Jupiter, and Juno, and Neptune, as Thor and 
Wodin, and the innumerable throng of heathen 
gods, all of. whom St Paul calls by their right 
names—devils; and that those Spiritualists are 
nothing more or less than devil worshipers.”

This looks scAolar-like and may be orthodox, but 
it will not explain facts in the nineteenth century. 
We have no issue to make with the Bishop or his 
references, but we can assure him, and those of 
like “ faith" that he will not pass for the personifi
cation of wisdom, among those who know whereof 
they affirm, and can testify to what they have seen 
of the manifestations of Spiritualism. We rejoice, 
however, that the Bishop has stooped from “his 
high sphere,” to notice the “devil worshipers,” 
since his deununciation of them, invests the facts 
of their faith apd philosophy with an importance 
that must appeal to, and stimulate the curiosity of 
human nature.

Our debt of obligation is next due to Dr. Edward 
H. Parker, of the New York Medical College, for 
his lecture on “ Witchcraft,” which was delivered 
“ to a large and attentive auditoify at the Mercan« 
tile Library, for the benefit of the Charity Fund 
of the Protestant Episcopal Brotherhood of New 
York.” We extract this information from the Daily 
Tribune of Dec. 5tb, as it may explain the Cftartta-] 

glory?’ How is it possible then, that he should 
lack either wisdom or understanding for the com- 1 
pletion and perfection of his being? Is there not, 1 
indeed, an infinity of power to which the soul • 
might attain? The fact that from the creation, i 
nothing has ever been lost, but that the increase ' 
has been in a direct and certain ratio, proving as 1 
it does, the capacity of the soul not only to retain, : 
but to enlarge, intensify and perfect its own, is a 1 
confirmation of the assumption.

_ Again, the aspiration of the Spirit after the Infi- : 
nite, the reaching upwards of the white hands of , 
its Immortality toward the highest and the holiest, 
is another proof of the consistency of my position I 1 
And yet again, that still more significant and • 
beautiful attribute of the soul, that no matter how j 
elevated or holy the sentiment, or divine the con- 1 
cepfaon that may be born unto it, at once and forever ; 
1 recogmzes it as its own, nurturing, loving, and 1 
reverencing jt with no sense of unworthiness or 1 
unfitness, and however high may be the attain- j 

aim unattainedi « instinctively and 
unfalteringly regards that as its home. And this 1 
leads us to another postulatum of a still deeper 
nature. Is the soul under any circumstances a 
creator? Does it originate, or only resemble, model 
or modify? Is it entire, perfect in itselfi or but a 
part, a fragmentary creation? If the former, if it

■ be a whole, why then evermore forever, must it 
1 be acting upon every fragmentaiy Spirit, In equal- 
! izing, harmonizing agent If it be conceded that
■ one soul in a thousand, or a thousand million even,

ever did or can create to itself, or originate any, 
even the most insignificant idea or thing, the by-' 
pothesis is at once firmly established, and all souls 
are to a greater or lesser extent creators! And 
who shall limit the extent or quality of these crea
tions? Where are the limitations? In the soul 
itself? Is it not the arbiter of its own destiny ?_
Can it not ascend as high as its aspirations will 
reach, become as great as it is capable of conceiv
ing, as strong as its own powers of endurance, j 
possessing all the wisdom, glory and honor, it can , 
catch even the faintest glimpses of? Hence is it, . 
that knowledge is better than intellect, and intui- 
tion better than either. It is not however, that a 
soul is intellectually great, that its intuitions are 
faint, its perceptions slow and uncertain, but 
that it is only exclusively intellectual “ Men stand 
like trees,” in one position, the sun on the one side, 
and the winds on the other, cause an unequal 
growth, and we find reason in strong branches 
spreading, feeling all dwarfed and stunted, others 
rgain all feeling, without strength or proportion.— 
There is a tendency to extremes in the nature of 
man, and hence the reason why “ with the endow
ments of an angel, he is so often a fool," why the 
glorious image of God, in which he is created, is so 
often debased and degraded, and the brightness of 
that exceeding glory, so dimmed and obscured.— 
Why the Godlike powers within him are all dor
mant and neglected. The perfect man, harmo
niously and fully developed, is proportionate with 
no redundancy, no deficiency, even as God is per
fect ; as emphatically great as he is good ; strong 
as he is tender, wise, as he is lovely, and just as he 
is merciful! X. Y. C.

PBESENTIMENT OF DEATH.
Whatever argument the skeptic may use in his 

zeal to deprive Spiritualism of the presumptive evi
dence which it finds -in, and gets from the phenom
ena of “Warning,” “Drawing,” and “Presenti
ment,” each must be fatal alike to his logic and his 

' conclusions.
The facts and marvels that cluster round these 

departments of life, are no less opposed to the phi
losophy of Materialism, though explained away 
ever so cleverly, by the imputed authority of Psy
chology, Trance, or Clairvoyance, since, for the 

, most part, the intelligence evinced in each of these 
. states, is independent of tbe senses and exception

al to the philosophy of general experience.
1 The following from the N. Y. correspondent of 

the Boston Journal will illustrate this. It may be 
remembered by the reader, that the Rev. Dr. Bui- i 

L lard, of St Louis, was killed at the recent terrible 
- accident on the Pacific Railroad, alluding to which, 

the writer says :— j
“ Rev. Dr. Beeman, of Troy, N. Y., on Sunday 

last preached a sermon on tbe subject, and gave1 
some details of the final interview with Dr. Bullard,, 
which will interest your readers. The new and 
elegant church erected by the society, of which 1 
Dr. Bullard was the pastor, was dedicated one! 
week ago last Sunday. Rev. Dr. Beeman was 
present at the dedication and preached. On the 
following Monday, the great excursion was to take 
place on the Railroad to Jefferson City, so long in 
progress, which had been finally completed. Invi
tations were extended to the citizens of St. Louis, 
and to Drs. Bullard and Beeman. Dr. Beeman ac
cepted the invitation, as did Dr. Bullard. But the 
daughter of Dr. Beeman refused to go; she was 
anxious to return home, and to her urgent solicita
tion her father yielded, and onlhe morning of the 
fatal excursion he and his daughter took the con
veyance for the East. At the cars he took leave of 
Dr. Bullard, who said to Dr. Beeman, “ Farewell, 
we shall never meet agam in this world.” “ Oh i 
yes we shall,” said Dr. Beeman, “ I may visit the 

t West again, or you may visit the East” With 
j great solemnity Dr. Bullard replied, “ I have a 
| strong presentiment, Brother Beeman, that we 
shall never meet again—farewell.” And so they 
separated, the one to his home and parish, tbe 
other to the awful death awaiting him only a few 
hours ahead. Death swung his red lantern on the 
track and 4 destruction wasted at noon-day.’ ”

The following cases are from the Buffalo .Repub
lic of Nov. 24tb, and must have been of recent 
occurence. So that all, who are in any way skep
tical as to the facts, can write to the editor for 
further evidence.

Presentiments.'—A lady of our acquaintance * 
came from a party late one evening, and proceeded I 
to her dressing room. It was intensely hot weath-! 
er, and as she laid aside her outer garment, she 
fancied the air of the room was exceedingly close. 
Every window was open, yet still that faint odor 
was perceptible, and very objectionable. All at 
once she went towards a lounge, but had hardly 
seated herself before she was seized with a fit of 
trembling, so violent that she became alarmed.

She immediately hurried to the chamber of her j 
little son, where the air seemed clearer, and sat 
down with him until she felt better. She then re
turned to the room, thinking she would merely 
rest on the outside of her bed ; but no sooner had 
she touched it than she again encountered a shock 
of the nerves, added to a horror that almost over
powered her.

Scarcely knowing what she did, she sent for a 
male friend (she was alone.) Two persons came 
immediately, and going to the chamber, tbe door 
was found fastened on. the inside. It was burst 

| open. Marks of great hurry were observeable—a 
long, sharp-bladed knife lay under the couch, and 
the search ended in the discovery of a huge, mur
derous negro, who had concealed himself to rob, 
perhaps to kill. The lady had in her room a large 
sum of money. ~

The second case was related by agenfle^^t I 
friend, who had not been for years out of I
house later than ten, was induced to stay I
till after twelve. His fidend had also left f 
inspection a very curious knife, which J/ 
bought at auction, and on which he had 
ed the initials of his name. After he was gota”*’ 
narrator pondered on tbe strangeness of thetfrJ? 
stance. He thought how singular it was 
man so generally punctual should so far infjin 1 
upon his unvarying rules. But soon ie^/*  
drowsy and sought the bed, but the 
laid down he seemed to hear the click of 
and started up, wide awake. He searched 
part of the room as he thought, and again 
sayed to lie down. Click, as he imagined, 
the pistol again. Covered with perspiration, 
the feeling was very vivid and horrible, he 
on the floor the second time and stood there, 
there came such a terror over him that he hus^ 
from the chamber, calling for help.

In a moment help came. No one was there, b; 
a pistol had fallen by the window, which 
thrown open, and groans were heard outside. Loot, 
ing down a height of forty feet, a quivering body 
could be seen by moonlight. The would-be assu. 
sin had sprung therefrom rather than be taken 
and probably not estimating the distance. '

Now, but for this impression, so strong as to de. 
fy even the most minute search, (the thief was hid
den between the bed and the wall,) the gentleman 
would probably have been murdered, the knife left 
by his friend identified, and (the circumstance of 
his habits universally known,) considered sufficient 
proof of his guilt, and he a most estimable nun 
and citizen, would in his innocence have expiated 
his evident crime by a most violent and disgraceful 

I death. * “

MR. JOEL TIFFANY'S LECTURES.
Since last we had occasion to notice the labors of 

this gentleman, we have enjoyed the pleasure of liSf. 
eningto two of the three lectures he has delivered 
at the Stuyvesant Institute, in both of which ha 
fully sustained his reputation as a reasoner and a 
logician. Our interest in Mr. Tiffany’s lectures 
however, do not spring from either of these so 
much as from the fact that he has thought for hiQ. 
self, and passed through the crysalis stages of ant 
and denunciation, phases of mental awakening 
common to narrow minds and partially developed 
Spirits.

Life to him is rounded by thought and hartnon. 
ized by the divinity of Spiritual culture, for he 
sees use, beauty, and religion underlying and out- 
springing from the various phases of mentality 
through which the race must pass in its march of 
intellectual, moral and Spiritual progress. Mr. 
T. is an earnest, logical and positive thinker, ex
plaining his thoughts to the attentive listener rather 
than an eloquent speaker; a man honestly in htt 
with wisdom, and doing his best to interest and 
educate the mind, rather than a rhetorician or an 
elocutionist.

Such to our thinking is the external address of 
this gentleman, who proposes to give us a course 
of twelve lectures, on the various phases of Spi
ritualism into and through which the mind is 
likely to pass in its search for “light more light 
still.” And if the first lecture is significant of 
the Course, the success of the undertaking may 
be considered a fixed fact, for the number pre
sent as well as the interest that accompanied the 
lecturer were alike complimentary to Spiritual
ism and the matter and spirit of Mr. Tiffany’s 
lecture.

In order, however, to make success successful^ 
hope every Spiritualist, who can, will come out to 
these lectures, as they promise to be interesting 
and instructive in an eminent degree.

Aside of these lectures, however, it is nearly time 
we made a change in our lecturing system, sous to 

. enable thinkers and students, as well as mediinn, 
who may come among us, to stay and give i 
course, instead of one or two lectures, since is? 
lated and detached thoughts, however brilliastii 
conception and happy’ in expression, tend n >t 
to form loose and fragmentary habits of anfaxito’ 
and thought, than consistent and well snsu.tr: 
methods of reasoning.

We sincerely hope, therefore, that this first if r: 
will be sustained, and in such a way as to nfiect 
credit on the Spirit of the age, and the cause of 
mental and Spiritual illumination, that it may b- 
made, as it were, the 41 first fruits" of mint 
efforts of a like character.

We are earnest in this hope, as there Its been' 
a large sufficiency of time spent in discussing the 
idiosyncracies, skeptical, theoretical, and otherwiKof 
persons during debate, mistaking such efforts for 
examinations into, and explanations of the facts 
and philosophy of Spiritualism.

The next lecture in the course will be given o: 
Friday evening, at the Stuyvesant Institute, coa- 
mencing at half-past seven o’clock. The lectms 
to be continued every Tuesday and Friday eves- 
ings. Admittance 10 cents.

POST OFFICE DEFALCATIONS,
Letters.—The past year’s experience makes it 

necessary that we say to our friends and subscrib
ers, we can not any longer be responsible fot 
monies sent us, without the same is registered, since 
the Post Office is do longer reliable in the ordinery 
way. We have lost money and time, the latter in 
looking after the former more than we can afford, 
or is at all necessary, if the clerks and agents i: 
the Post Office did their duty.

Exchanges.—We are unable to account for th 
irregular appearance of some of our “ exchange.’ 
and the length of time others stay away, on tr 
other ground than a want of fidelity on the pariti 
the members of the Post Office, since we hare the 
positive statement from some of our editorial Bns, 
that the papers are mailed. When letters and pi
pers are mailed, and they do not reach their desti
nation, curiosity, if no deeper motive prompts tie 
question—what becomes of them ?

We pass this question to those interested in 
reform of the general government, since there 
seems to be no department more in need of eli
mination and correction than that which taka 
charge of, and promises to transmit to us our let
ters and papers, and does not.

We suggest, therefore, to some of the politic! 
aspirants of the age, the propriety of making this 
department a speciality in the next campaign, is 
we feel confident the editorial fraternity will 
progress, and say 44 reform it altogether."

GONE TO THE SPIRIT WORLD,
Passed from the earth life to the Spiritual, 

26th, at the age of eight years, nine months 
twenty-six days, Zelia Augusta, only child of 
A. C. Stiles, of Bridgeport, Conn. She was a lor*  
ly child, beloved by all who knew her, possessed d 
an amiable disposition, with a mind much in ad
vance of her age; and though a child, her lor*  
for the Spiritual was paramount to that of tbew 
turaL “Toogood on earth to live, she dwells]is 
heaven."

snsu.tr
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___  For ths Chr-tUn Splritalllt.
THE SPIRITUAL muse.

rt- -resented last week a poem, with no pre- 
to artistic merit, but breathing the martyr 

ie'i6ionSf a brave and true heart. “The Death of 
c-^-- 0 •>3may -ud-cute that thia Spirit is confined 
Socr’tCSutward forms; since, in every age, Truth 
W n0 °, witnesses and advocates, who have per- 
hisfou” -u her defence. “ The Autumnal Guest” 
^Al deepCr and more perfect lyrical inspira- 
U It seemed, we are told, for many days to 
•:5- be mind of the medium; as if sung in the 
'U. -f his Spii^>it Thia Poem first appeared in 
-5°' °mB30f the Teleeraph, and is republished 
!-” c0 the special request of a friend, on whose 
kere. 6-(. Hrjncc, wild melody fell like unknown 
Sffm Ln^d’

Tf. ^uVTH OF SOCRATES.
Be fci. t^ her0 Of the EOul,

V =n'' w f'cep t“o Oravo,— 
' ,',-r w the Olympian goal

A^.’t ch^es beyond the grave.
. .j, Cir>e, with trembling hand, to pour 

^•e dir^tu?ht they bude him bring, 
t-d tuned and knelt Ilia face before— 
’ i slave before his king.
it., sit and watched the dawn sublime

Of Heaven's eternal duy; 
gcciw the fading mists of time

For light exhale away.
hi; coni renewed its glorious youth,

.^nil thev who saw him die,
X- more might doubt the blessed truth 

Of immortality.
If thus the sage of Athens died, 

How calm should we depart,
fT-s- souls are quickened by thejiide i

Of life from God’s own heart!
If o’er the Athenian's dying bed

Such heavenly glory shone,
How should our hearts be comforted

When Jesus culls us home !

THE AUTUMNAL GUEST.
Ihe crown from the forehead of Summer 

Had dropt; the dim woodlands were sere,
When there entered our home a Strange Comer, 

Afar from the Kingdom of Fear, 
In the mystical fall of the year.

He darkened our doors, and the hours 
Once opening like myrtles in bloom, 

blighted as if they were flowers 
That droop in the shade of the tomb— 
That wither and die in its gloom.

There came to our cheeks a strange pallor, 
Our words grew unfrequent and low,

But one of our number with valor,
Smiled sweet on that terrible foe,
As the rose on the cold falling snow.

.Mr star of the night and the morning, 
My joy and my beauty was she,

Then came to my heart a forewarning,
A blast from the Winter to be, 
The Winter that waileth in me;

And I know that my Kingdom of Summer
Must fade, and its crown disappear. 

Oh ! pitiless grew that Dread Comer,
Afar from the Kingdom of Fear,
In the desolate fail of the year.

S’.rar.ge that hearts can love on after break!
At midnight my darling was dead;

Her bosom had rest from its aching—
Fond bosom her babies that fed;
Pure bosom that pillowed my head.

A clave 'neathi the pines for my keeping, 
He left me, that sorrowful Guest;

A ?. ul that is weary with weeping,
A World that in shadow is drest, 
A life that is wild with unrest.

Mo more, never more to behold her!
I wa.ke bv degrees to my loss ;

I lee! th e cold world growing colder; 
Un narrow's drear ocean I toss ;
I fam: '

Mc-l '.v.M.i
B

Cods A ng

ing!

r.< n'.li the load of my cross.
in the Infinite Summer,

ii il?> pale Kingdom of Fear, 
ige-Is have crowned a New Comer;

.-Tillies from her beautiful sphere; 
calls, mie—the morning is near!

- [Fur the Christian Spiritualist.]
NOTES BY THE WAY.

NO. XIX.
Westerly, Noy. 25tb, 1855.

E.r.C'Ti’RR Tooncv : I intended in my last to have 
given you the following interesting item. After my 
second lecture in New London, a gentleman came 
ar.! cordially greeted me, and narrated tome a cir- 
c’amstnnce of Healing by Spirit influence, without 
the agei;cy of an earthly medium. The person 
tta'.uil was his father ; who, deeming it a work of 
a Bir.r.e character, inscribed it in his family bible. 
I'm fd'cwiiiz is the re-bUm record referred to :

"In the month of October, 1802, I was taken ill 
ri-.h That is called the ‘ Camp Distemper’—when 
I W-cdcied mv recovery doubtful. AYhile in this 
fitimion - mv mind was impressed in regard to my 
f;t we des'inv ; and I heard a voice speaking unto 
ms-, =.ivi! g——‘Thus saith the Lord: the house of 
Samuel -mill never be taken from the earth ;’ and 
I felt, as it were, two hands making passes from 
ir.y rlWst downwards; and immediately I ras re- 
>tre t beti. This I write, knowing its truth ; 
and leave it with my children.

(Signed,) Samuel Whipple.
Ihe present owner of the Bible containing the 

record, is 1-s =-,n—now residing in Mystic, Conn. 
Another instance of independent healing, occurred 
in tho case of a youn.z lady, with whose parents I 

, H > ' • i j T smile. Kememoer rne persecuted sages oi oiuer
■ )e Joca^ure to become acquainted. I ja_s who now receive the universal homage of

am nr.t r.HiL...... ... • a.._______ __________Ul!« 2^ I J 1 .... ■< ., . . v _____am rot at liberty to give the name for public in-b 
serti-i, hut I hereby hand it to you, that you may ' 
give it to iidivi'liual.s who may enquire....................
The young lady some months since, received a se- ! 
vere iujur.y iu the wrist, by a railroad accident, 
w1-c1 ultirmau-d iu mortification and the falling out 
-jf the fesli—leaving a large opening, entirely 
-round the wrist. This was regularly dressed
every day for her, with the greatest nicety and 
u^-ctiets, by her Spirit-friends; who speedily 
wrought a perfect cure. Whatever they used in 
ths dn^t^siug, cannot be conjectured; but its fra- 
gr-ace was of the most delightfully odoriferous 
character—as the odor of flowers. Each dressing 
was performed on her wrist when alone and en
tranced ; aud her father is ready to attest the fact

The former part of the past week I continued 
my labors in Mystic and Greenmanville, and left 
on the morning of AVednesday to visit Stonington; 
where I was very warmly received by Brother 
Pearce. On the evening of my arrival I lectured 
in a Hall, to a more numerous audience than the 
stormy state of the weather warranted me to ex
pect. On the three following evenings, also, I la
bored in the same place; and left, through the 
kindness of Brother T. Brown, for Westerly—ala 
Pawgatuck—on Sunday morning. There I lectur
ed three times during the day—which was very 
unfavorable for a large attendance, partly on ac-

count of the bum of the people, and partly the 
unpropitious state of the weather. It was with 
the greatest difficulty that a place was procured for 
me to speak in. There is a Union meeting-house 
here, professedly free to all denominations, and 
which the committee having it in charge have, and 
do often, let out for exhibitions and Jim Crow per
formances of all kinds; and some other purposes, 
as I have been told, of much more evil tendency. 
But for discourses on Spiritual truths, they refuse 
to epen the doors.” I called, with Brother Collins, 
on Edward W. Babcock, who treated me in such 
an impertinent and insulting manner, as no gentle-, 
man would treat another, however widely they 
might differ in religious truth. May he be led to 
appreciate the Divine Law of Love; and then he 
will “do to others as he would have them do unto 
him.” God bless friend Babcock, and give him a 
Christian's heart. The people on . this side the 
Thames, so far as this place, are not yet prepared 
to understand their reciprocal duties. They are 
willing to receive, but they do not impart in return, 
as they should. Yet I would recommend that my 
brother-laborers should not pass them by on any 
aocofut; but come, when they come, prepared to 
sacrifice their time and labor, only for the reward 
of doing good. Time will alter conditions. He 
who labors only for earthly reward, and who is not 
prepared to sacrifice himself for the good of others, 
is unworthy to be an Apostle of the New Dispensa
tion.

I have been entertained here by Brother Dr. 
Farnham and Mr. Hall; and, having concluded my 
labors here, I leave this afternoon for Kingston. 
And, till another week has rolled over, I now say, 
Farewell! merely adding that, by arrangement 
with the Committee of Stuyvesant Institute, in 
your city, I shall lecture thero on the last two Sun
days in December.

Yours, for Truth and Humanity,
Jno. Mayhew.

For the Christian Spiritualist.
CUSTOM IS KING.

What now! Is the old man mad? Has the 
philosopher become fool ? Sad reflection ! 0 ! 
Franklin, has thy seccod childhood burst thus sud
denly upon thee ? Engaged in boykh pots ! Thou, 
whose imperishable wisdom, has opened a path of 
light to thy admiring countrymen, and whose 
name is written in letters of unquestionable fire, 
wherever science has ventured her progressive 
foot-prints ! To be thus fallen !

Kiteflying ! Surely, Franklin is mad !
Yes, the philosopher was mad: mad, to those, 

who know no sanity but that allied to selfetcem : 
and comprehend wisdom, only when dressed in 
dignified apparel. Philosophy in rags—Science in 
ur!foshiunablr attire—Truth in the manger. These 
are disgusting sights—incomprehensible to popular 
thinkers. '

The ling's folly is wisdom to this class. The 
court's licentiousness, fashionable consistency, be
fore which modesty must interpose no blush, and 
religion no reprimand.

The world of fashion has its iiols, and its devo
tion is unbounded. Cutom is King, and the ages 
reveal no greater lessons of homage than that offer
ed up—yea, even by populair science, to this most 
relentless of tyrants.

The progressive sprit is mad. What but a mad 
man would dare any other than the ccmmoi beaten 
track: The adeenturer is a confirmed mad man. 
Thej'ree thinker is a dangerous fellow—beware of i exactness.

distant 
behold

For th« Chrtlttln SptrttmuiAt 
PRACTICAL CRBISTIANITY.

The warm th with which the advocates .of the 
Christian Religion defend their theory, and the 
practical use they make of uts doctrines, bear no 
parallel. Their views correspond with their in
ternal conceptions of right and wrong, therefore 
they are inefficient to enforce their own teachings.

They seek to become acquainted with the prin
ciples of God’s government, and yet overlook the 
most important law which he has instituted, viz.: 
•‘Love one another.” In their professions of faith 
they assume the right to judge all mankind, and 
condemn or exonerate from blame those who dis
agree or agree with them in their opinions.

The toleration which their Master enjoined up
on them is never called into exercise. They con
sider it their duty to impinge all who doubt the 
truthfulness of their position. Unlike their Leader 
they refuse to allow him who casts out devils in 
Jesus’ name, and follows not after them, to work 
the miracle of love and mercy. They deplore the 
loss of Spirituality in the Church, but neglect the 
means which will restore it to their embrace. They 
set aside the weightier matters of the law, and seek 
to make atonement therefor by substituting 
the trivial - performance of foolish ceremonies. 
Forgetting the principles of love and justice, they 
claim to be the lights of the world.

In their lives they exhibit the darkness of pas
sion, error and superstition, mingled with so much 
ostentatious display that their hypocrisy is made 
the more conspicuous and revolting. Thus they 
publish their own shame and disgrace. Denying 
all the practical teachings of Jesus, they attempt 
to glass over their religious duty with the smooth 
sophistry of imputed righteousness. Admitting 
the necessity of pure lives and holy examples, they 
do not attempt to reach the standard which they 
acknowledge is just, wise and attainable.

The Christian condems the world, and the world 
condemns the Christian. •

"What is to be done ? What is to be the result 
of this counter antagonism ? Who shall arise and 
decide betwixt the two ? In which lies the 
greater morality ? Which has been the most in
strumental in saving souls from sin and pollution ? 
Numbers and names do not constitute virtues. If 
the Church in its present condition could number 
the whole universe, would the universe be saved 
thereby from wretchedness and misery, from want 
and oppression ? No ; for too well is it known 
that churchmen oppress the poor and bind the 
weak. Then, of what benefit would it be to the 
world if all were within the pale of Church mem
bership? Some slight changes would occur, but 
would the principles of true love animate every 
breast ?

The little child of Simplicity in the Church is 
spurned by the wealthy giant of Pride and Popu
larity. Where then is the reformation in convert
ing the world to the present state of Christian civ
ilization ?

Jesus would not be able to distinguish his pro
fessed followers to-day by the name which they 
bear should he return to claim his subjects. 
His pure eye perceives no difference between one 
enshrined within the heart -of the Church and one 
in ihe battle of the world, were each in the same . 
sphere of life and action.

The principles which govern His kingdom are 
justice and truth. This government was and is 
administered through him in all its justice-loving 

' ’ Mary, His mother, could not receive
from her son more than the share due to her 
merit.

Scrupulously exact was be in all hisjudgments; . 
and where arc his disciples in their imitation of ' 
his faithfulness ? No darker stigma can be heaped 
upon a people or sect than this——hat they follow 
not ttemseve.! '

Here then lies the reason why Christianity has 
not purified its believers, and why it has not leav
ened the whole worl i. Why should Angels leave 
their homes to herald in a Saviour’s birth, if that 
Saviour was incompetent to redeem the world. 
Is there not sufficient truth in the world to redeem 
it if it ' was only practised? Then what can a new 
era do toward effecting this object unless those 
who live in that era, obey the principles taught 
by Jesus ? AYherein will they produce a change 
more permanent than has already been attempted ?

It is impossible for the world to become re
formed till these truths are made practical. If 
Spiritualists desire to outdo, outshine and out-

him ! As you value your stereotyped ideas and 
popular landmarks, shun him!

Yes, the philosopher was mad in the world's eye. 
Kiteflying was a strange past-time for an old man, 
and a philosopher. But when, as a result of that 
simple beginning, the fury of that lightning was 
quelled, and the riotous elements made to keep 
the peace, when the demon of the storm: was 
checked in his fury, a change came over the spirit 
of the popular dreamer, and the old man grew in 
magnitude, until the world from its most 
points, yea, even Kings and princes, could 
and worship his greatness.

The world has had many such mad men. 
and his fishermen followers wer e mad. Copernicus ; 
and Gallileo were mud—Harvey and Fulton were I 
mad. And the line is not yet e-xtinct. The pre-! 
sent era is wrapped with just such restless, daunt
less, prying Spirits, who would not hesitate to tear 
from Heaven's face the curtain which obscures its 
realities from the natural eye.

They are the light of the world, the hope of the I sphere the CJhristian m tus efforts and success, he 
age. AYe would rather see the wor-M otr east 
heresy, than behold what is most to be deplored, 
universal submissiveness. Commotion is the fore
runner of health. Stagnation is death. Better the 
storm king ride in terror upon the great waters 
than dire contagion sweep the earth of its life 
power. Tho placid lake is pretty to the gaze, but 
the tempest's black wings are fruitful of health, 
and without them the world would be soon over
shadowed with a pall of decay and death.

A silly architect was he, who begran the fulfil
ment of his daring contract, by raising his little 
kite. Higher and higher she mounts—gee her. 
moe thread. See her now, like a speck in mid 
heaven 1 To the light thread, he joins the small 
twine. Higher still she mounts ! Then comes the 
whip cord—then the lighter rope—then the wire 
cable. AVhat now ! All 1 the problem is solved ! 
The admiring world is dumb with astonishmient, 
as high over Niagara's roaring waters. “ like a thing 
of life, the arch of safety springs!

Little beginnings—simple openings—rude ap
pearances. AVisdom says, shun them not; despise 
not these, but be patient. Observe the motiee and 
await the result.

A silly thing it may seem to be—a work of 
folly, to see a group of wise heads, sitting 
round a table, intently awaiting the Spirits descent. 
Be r.ot hasty to mock—cultivate not the sarcastic 

i smile. Remember the persecuted sages of other

must do it, through the one only way W—practice !
The Spiritualist, even now, while denying the 

pretension of the Christian, has begun to follow in 
his footsteps. He likewise teaches purity in heart, 
and love in spirit, but forgetteth to practice them. 
He is found wanting in all those great fundamental 
truths, which he so zealously promulgates, and fcr 
the lack of which he so indignantly condemns the 
Christian.

This is the truth. Do not despise it. We do 
not wish to extenuate or censure the actions or 
conduct of anv, but we wish to point the Spiritual
ist to the rock on which has been wrecked the 

i Christian faith, and bid him take warning. We 
ask hnn kindly and affectionately to pause ere he 
condemns the Christian for his inconsistencies, 
and tolerate him in bis apostacy, even as did 
Jesus forgive and compassionate the blind and 
deceitful generation who were his enemies.

We would suggest to the Spiritualist that he 
love Iris enemy—the Christian, and moreover that 
be seek not his own good, but another's—that he 
would direct to him his labor of love and mercy, 
compassionating his condition, and perseveringly 
endeavoring to reclaim him from his wanderings. 
The great Apostle said, “ I count not my life 

’ dear tojme, if so be, I can win souls unto Christ.” 
Then let the Spiritualist also forget his own life 
in bringing to Christ, Christ's own, for whom he 
came, to seek and to save.

Let him be softened towards the offending 
Christian, and pity his deplorable state, and that 
he may not become like him, dead and cold in 
good works humble instead of seeking to exalt 
himself over those less highly favored.

But we are not prone to dictate, therefore only 
counsel and advise. We point to the Lamb of 
God as the sure ensign of liberty. We erect a 
standard on Zion’s Hill. We destroy it not, but 
invite all to rally around it, and to raise it higher 
so that ail nations shall behold its white flag 
floating o'er sea and land, and all Heaven shall 
rejoice in the knowledge of the sight, that all 
Deonle are redeemed beneath its freedom.
F E. E. G.

men. Should these succeed, and the great unknown 
be found—should the dread silence of the grave be 
broken—should the bereaved be comforted with a 
glad reunion—should Immortality be brought to ‘ 
light—all as a result of these manifestations of 
meekness and perseverance, the world's gratitude 
will be theirs indeed.

Yes—Custom is King. Science bon-s its august 
head to this shapeless monster, with as much com- 
piaisancy as the Catholic to his crucifix. Religion 
is his coutfool, ready at his beck and call, to sanc
tify the ridiculous and the unholy ; and Truth de
jected and broken in spirit by his threatening pro
clamations and past injustice, trembles like a sub
jugated peasant at his footstool.

Shal! we longer submit? Up brothers! The 
glad time is coming! Light is breaking ! Our de
liverer is at hand ! The tocsin of liberty is sound
ing! Be firm—be true to thyself and to truth, 
and all will yet be well! Man will yet be redeem
ed from this debasing thraldom and in the invi
gorating atmosphere of Truth will be free and 
happy. .

Guard carefully this promising Zion. Be jealous 
to all intrusions of the evil one—though he come 
garbed as an angel of light—beware of him !

Selfishness has destroyed more than one of 
Heaven’s efiorts at man’s redemption. Let it not 
destroy this. The monster is in our midst. Throttle 
him ere. he becomes formidable. It is easier to 
clear an acre of saplings than to fell the giant oak. 
Look around thee—be not weary with watching. 
The moment of cf■nidrncc is the moment of danger. 

A. C. McC.
■ Philadelphia, Noe, 24, 1855.

was evidently the work of no inferior mind. Aiide Joy ln liffthat which is- immortal and God-lke In 
f— its d------- --------- f s—ts,' -nd its h.t—a-x me can never-weary; nor decay! . . ' rfrom - its dennneiation of sects,' and its heterodox ' 
propositions it -couid ' bnt be - generally' admired.

The Medium is bnt a boy, of quite limited ' in
tellectual cultivation. The conclusion to which 
we are driven, therefore is, that he repeated ad
mirably well what was committed to memory, or ■ 
hiB doctrine of Spiritual influx is true. If true, 
it is a truth of great magnitude. If false, it is a 
skillfully-managed imposition. .

“ Committed, to memory P' This we call the last 
refuge of skepticism—for in the Gospel of Doubt 
seeing nor hearing is not believing; for material
ism ultimates and culminates in moral skepticism 
and spiritual ' death.

We - can hardly conceive the necessity, however, 
for such a skeptical manifestation as the above, 
since speaking mediums are'' now numbered by 
thousands and tens of thousands in this country.

NEW PUBLICATIONS.
The North Western Orient.—

This somewhat ambiguous heading is the title of a 
‘Monthly Miscellany,’ just started in Waukegan, Rih, 
which is to be conducted by a committee of Spirit
ualists. It is published in book form, and.contains 
forty-six pages of well assorted and well printed 
matter. The articles of the present number, for 
the most part, are slectims from other Spiritual 
publications, which we suppose, to be consequent 
on the necessity of a 'first number.” Doubtless 
it is the intention of the “ committee” to give a fair 
share of original matter in their after Issues. The 
publication of the Orient is to be simultaneous in 
Chicago and Waukegan, and “ its pages will be de
voted to the cause of Reform, in every department,” 
“ to the dissemination of Useful Knowledge,” and 
to “‘the several subjects embraced in the Harmo- 
nial Philosophy.” The following from the “ Pros
pectus” will give the necessary knowledge to all, 
who may wish to become better acquainted with 
the teachings of the Orient The Prospectuasays:

“ Oar readers will be kept posted upon the current events 
of the day in matters appertaining to Spirit intercouse, as 
being at this time exhibited throughout this country and in 
Europe.

“Allegiance to men is treason to God, shall be our motto. 
While claiming our right to unrestricted liberty, we shall 
eeer accord freedom to those who differ with us, and desire 
a place in our pages to set forth their sentiments, when can
dor, sincerity, courtesy and a moderate degree of ability 
shall characterize their efforts.

“ Terms.—One Dollar per annum, always in advance. 
It will be delivered at tbe Post Office to city subscribers, 
and mailed to the address of others.

“ All letters must be addressed to Waukegan, 111. 
“ October 2d, 1855. ' J. N. Brundage, Publisher.”

Putnam’s Monthly Magazine, for December. New 
Tok : Dix & Edwards, 10 Park Place.
The contents of this number can hardly fail of 

interest to “‘ any reasonable mind;” for there is 
fancy and sentiment, for the imaginative. See 
“ How I Came to be Married;” “ On My Bed of a 
Winter Night;” “Hesperus;” “It Might Have 
Been,” and “The Lost Lamb;” with facts and 
figures for the practical in “ The Armies of Europe” 
—(third and last article on the subject)—“About 
Niggers,” and “Among the Mormons,” (concluded.) 
While analysis and criticism has charms for the 
esthetical, in “Longfellow’s Song of Hiawatha,” 
and “ Thackarey as a Poet” The mirthful and 
fun-loving will laugh and grow—happy—at “‘ The 
Virginia Springs ;” should he fail of such pleasure, 
when “Living in the Country,” contemplating 
“ The Coming Session.” While the anxiously ex
cited and mystified many,will be consoled, in learn
ing the nature and character of “ Beneto Cereno,” 
—for that exciting and well-written story is con
cluded. Besides these, there are other articles, 
which abound in descriptive scenes and facts in 
Natural History. And lastly, though by no means 
least, a well chosen collection of “ Editorial Notes” 
on American and European literature. Take it all 
in all, it is a fit number to close the old volume; 
and inspire reasonable minds with a desire to sub
scribe for the new. Terms, $3 a year.

The Westminster Review for Octobr, New Tok: 
Published by Leonard Scott & Co., 79 Fulton

■ Street.
The catholicity, rationality, and practicality of 

this Review are so generally known, that the fault 
must rest with the fragmentary education of the 
people if it does not become, ere long, the Review 
of the age, for its contents usually interest and in
struct the thoughtful reader, as the manner nd 
matter of its articles have “ that within, surpassing 
show.” The current number is well worth the 
thoughtful attention of all interested in the great 
questions which underline the issues of the age, as its 
articles have a general, if not a direct, bearing on 
the theologies and moralities of our popular civili
zation. Of special interest and importance are 
the articles “The Position of AYomen in Barbar 
ism and among the Ancients,” “Evangelical 
Teachings—Dr. Gumming,” “ Drunkenness not 
Curable by Legislation,” and “ The London Daily 
Press,” as they contain many plain truths and 
much desirable good sense, which are timely con
tributions to the controversial issues of the age. 
“ Theism,” “ Marens Tulleus Cicero,” and the no
tices of “ Contemporary Literature,” are of a more 
metaphysical and critical character, but no less 
worthy the attention of the lover of truth, or the 
observer of progress.

For the Christian Spiritualist. 
SCRAPS.

The great mission of Jesus was to teach and ex
emplify the necessity of suffering—the sovereign 
virtue of Death.' Death to ourselves, death to the 
world, death to eerything external is necessary, in 
order that Love may beget in us the life ■ of God. 
Even so Christ suffered—was tempted, was buffet
ed and spat upon ; betrayed, by his own professed 
friend, to enemies who reviled, cursed and slew 
him ; and thus in him was made perfect that full
ness of the Godhead which he possessed, and thus 
He became the medium through whom the Eternal 
Love of the otherwise unrevealable Father—God 
was transmitted to the human race.

Love is the pivot on which life turns—the cen
tre of that great wheel' ' of circumstance which 
revolves eternally. It radiates from the heart of 
God, forming that grand circle which quickens the 
universe, and with its living, brooding principle, 
invests all forms with life, and joy, and harmony.

THE LAST REFUGE OF SKEPTICISM.
The Yates County Whig, published in Penn 

Yan, N. Y., Nov. 29, informs us that:
On Sunday last a large and respectable audi

ence assembled at AYashington Hall, and was ad
dressed by Mr. George Jackson, a Spiritual Me
dium residing at Prattsburg. Mr. Jackson came 
here under the auspices of S. A. Johnson, Esq., 
and Dr. J. AY. Potter of Prattsburg,who are well 
known Spiritualists of that place. The Medium 
in the delivery of the address purported to be 
under the control of Rev. Thomas Scott, a de
ceased Episcopal clergyman of New Orleans.

The address was exceedingly chaste and beau
tiful in diction, and elevated in sentiment; though 
by no means fully orthodox in doctrine, accord
ing to the most popular standard of the day. It

Some one remarked to me, that evil being agi
tated becomes greater. Even so—and it is well. 
God so removes evil from the earth. Do not thun
der and lightning purify the air? So do moral 
thunder-bolts and fire of heaven make clean the 
Spiritual atmosphere, and abolish the impurities of 
society.

Do not the flowers grow when they drink in the 
rain-drops ? So do virtues flourish when they are 
watered by tears.

TO THE AFFLICTED.
THE astonishing cures that have been performed by MRS. 

METTLER’8 MEDICINE, of Hartford, Conn., and those of 
MRS. FEEINCH, of Pittsburgh, Pa., when all remedies have 
failed, and the patients given up by their respective physicians 
as hopeless -nd attested by thousands upon thousands, to whom 
relief has been afforded. Both these ladies are Clairvoyants, 
and while in that state the Medicines are prepared. Tbe various 
ingredients of which their Medicines are composed are all from 
the Ve^tthle kingdom. It is but faint praise to say that of all 
tbe numerous specifics that have been prepared for all the dis
eases that the human system is subject to, none have been ro 

successful as the Medicines prepared by these two 
ladles.

Bold bvSAMUEL BARRY, Sole Agent, Periodical Book 
Store, No. 221 ARCH STREET, Philadelphia. 8t

The heart and flesh may fail, but the Spirit is 
untouched I I rise on Spiritual wings, when the 
intellect or the physical frame are overtaxed. I 
forget that I am flesh, and the sweet airs of heaven 
are inbreathed in living draughts. Oh, life! Oh,

J. M. BARNES,
Publisher of the Lockport Weekly Messenger, a family paper, 

independent on all subjects, devoted to Spiritual and Anti
Slavery principles, $1.50 per year In advance.

Also, dealer in Books and Stationery of all kinds, (Spiritual, 
Ant--Sluvary and Liberal Books,) and can supply the country 
trade, both at wholesale and retail, at New York prices, and 
will send by mail any Book, by remitting th*  publisher's 
price for the book and postage.

4 | Lockport, Eric Gnwty9Pa.

Oanst thou abolish an evil, simply by removing, 
the indications thereof! As well mightst thou 
think by stopping thy watch to stop the march ' of 
time. In evils, as m tares, the root must be eradi
cated!. .

AYhen we plant a hard cold seed in the ground, 
we hold it not a thing impossible that God should 
draw forth of it, by His warmth, and dew, and 
quickening power, a. new plant, perfect in all that 
pertained to the decayed'plant, from which the seed 
was taken.

But this la resurrection from the dead.
AYhen we see'a shapeless, lifeless ball, without 

beauty or apparent worth, hanging by a slender 
thread to some leaf or branch, we do not despair, 
and say “ a poor worm has died and found here 
his grave. We know that the mysterious life
principle is still warm within; that the form alone 
is undergoing a change, and that for the better. It 
is becoming perfected, and presently will break its 
prison and come forth on wings.

This, too, is resurrection from the dead.
In the hard lime-coated egg we know a living 

bird dwells, and will break the shell and learn to 
fly. Yet there is no apparent life in the egg!

This, too, is a resurrection—a birth out oo death.
There is no birth but out of death. Death is 

the process of germination—the means by which 
life puts on new and higher forms—the renewal of 
being. f"

Some say, there can plainly be no resurrection 
'of the body. The soul shall rise and live, but the 
poor mortal body shall return to that dust from 
which it came. '

What then is the body ? Is it this grass shell of 
earth and corruption, which is manifest to our out
ward senses? Is it that which, when the change 
comes, is nailed up into the coffin and consigned to 
the dust, and the banqueting worm?

Is, then, the hard shell which surrounds the 
seed, a part of that seed? Does not that shell 
burst and drop away, and finally decay, when the 
process of germination takes place? Does not the 
young bird leave the shell which imprisoned it, to 
crumble and decay ? Is the shell a part of the 
bird ? So it is with the outer shell of the human 
body : it decays, becomes one with the dust again 
—leaving the true body “ emancipate and free!”

What, then, is the body ? It is the form of the 
Spirit. It is the image o God—pure, holy, unde
filed by any dead material substance. Thereby 
we know and recognize individual Spirits. And in 
proportion as our sight is single to look through 
this outer covering of gross flesh, we shall even in 
this life see the true inner form of every man—the 
development of his interior being. The time is 
coming—I had almost said now is—when all men 
shall see and know each other, thus: when it shall 
be as though the body had no prison-walls, and 
the eye no scales. Then all men will be known of 
of all men, and God of all, and then every one shall 
call his fellow—brother. Our bodies are temples 
of the living God; and shall His temple perish ? 
Shall His “ house, not made with hands,” decay 
and mingle with the dust ? Nay, verily it shall 
be “ eternal in the heavens.” Undine.

MISS KATE FOX.

FREE COMMUNICATIONS.

It is with pleasure that the Society for “ The 
Diffusion of Spiritual Knowledge,” informs the 
public of the return of Miss Fox from her summer 
tour in Canada and the West, as she resumes her 
labors at the Rooms of the Society, subject to the 
direction and pay of the same. She will in this, 
as in her former engagements, sit, without charge 
to the public, for the benefit of Seeftics or such 
Enquirers as are not yet convinced of the reality 
of Spirit-intercourse, and know not the consolations 
of Spirit Mediation.

Hours, from 10 to 1, every day, Saturday and 
Sunday excepted.

The Society wish it distinctly borne in mind that 
Miss Fox is employed for the purpose of cooterting 
the Skeptical, rather than to contribute to the pla- 
sure of the Spiritualistic believer, and it is expected, 
therefore, that those tv ho are converted will not 
occupy the time of the Medium.

This change is warranted not only by the expe
rience of the past year and a half, but suggested 
by the consideration, that those who may wish 
communications from their Spirit friends can, and 
should, avail themselves of the services of other 
Mediums.

the healing of the nations. 
published by the society for the ‘‘ Diffusion of 

SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE."
A New Work on Spiritualism. Charles Linton, 

Medium. The work is beautifully electrotyped, 
contains 550 pages, octavo, and two splendid steel 
engravings—Mr. Linton and Gov. Tallmadge: the 
latter has written an elaborate introduction and 
appendix to the work.

Tbe book is now ready for delivery, price $1 50, 
postage 30 cents. Orders from the trade and 
others will be attended to, by addressing the 
Society for the Diffusion of Spiritual Knowledge,” 
553 Broadway, N. Y.

AGENTS.
The Christian Spiritualist, the Healing of 

the Nations, and other Spiritual works and pub
lications, are kept on sale by the following named 
persons, who are authorized to receive subscrip
tions :

Dexter & Brother, 14 and 16 Ann-st, New 
York.

Abbe & Yates, 25 Ann-st, New York.
Bela Marsh, 15 Franklin st, Boston, Mass. 
Samuel Barky, 221 Arch st, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Mrs. E. S. French, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Jonathan Koons, Mil field, Athens Co., Ohio.
Geo. Burchell, Williamsburgh, N. Y.

RESIDENCES OF 3EEDITTMS.
J. B. Conklin, 134 Canal st.
Mrs. Jennie E. Kellogg, 625 Broadway.
Mrs. Anna L. Brown, 1 Ludiow Place, corner 

Houston and Sullivan sts. '
C. Haghes, 236 Grand st, cornier ofBowery.
Miss Seabring, 443 Broadway.

of
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J. R. STAFFORD'S OLIVE TAR,
An Electrified Oily Fluid, which is inhaled and. applied; it U 

not taken.

olive” tar
Cures diseases of the Throat, Lungs, Nerves, Muscles, Joints 

' and Shin.
By placing Olive Tar over heated water, or by moistening 

a snomre and suspending it in a warm room—the oxygen of 
the atmosphere becomes electrified, (tbe odor being ozone,) 
and all malaria or infection present is positively destroyed.

No disease can long continue or spread, where the odor of 
Olive Tar exists.

Olive Tar is inhaled by breathing an atmosphere impreg
nated with the odor, which coming in contact with the 
blood as it posses through tbe lungs, electrifies it, and by the 
magnetic force thus acquired, erpels its impurities.

The odor of Olive Tar is a deliubtfnl blenaed aroma.
When Olive Tar is applied, it'is taken up by the absorbants, 

and the electricity it contains is separated and diffused 
throughout the system by tbe nerves with which it is bronght 
in contact.

A Pamphlet containing full information, also more than one. 
hundred recent and most reliable testimonials, together with 
between sixty and seventy new and valuable receipts, giving 
to tbe pamphlet great value as a reference, will be sent free of 
postage on receipt of six cents or two letter stamps, by the 
V STAFFORD OLIVE TAR

Nos. 22 and. 24 New street, N. Y.
frjgr Spiritualists who may be afflicted with disease, are 

referred te Mediums for the truth of all the assertions made in 
the above advertisement.

SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.
C. HUGHES, MEDIUM FOE TESTA’EBSONATIONS, 

bv which the actual presence of the departed can be realized. 
Examinations and Prescriptions for Diseases, Relieving, and 
Healing, by laying on bands, almost instantaneously. Also, 
Developing Medium, maybe seen at his office, No. 286 GRAND 
STREET,'corner of Bowery, N. Y.

pgr" Circles for Development meet on Tuesday and Friday 
Evenings at half-past 7 o'clock. v2 4t

DR. RICARDO
Is ready to give lessons in modern Languages at the Harlem 
Academy, l20th-street, near 3d Avenue. Y oung gentlemefnd 
ladies from the neighboring country, disposed to learn during 
the day, or in the evening classes, may come and trust with full 
confidence in Dr. Ricardo as a practical teacher. Terms by 
agreement; but very moderate. Please to address, Mr. Steele 
Director of the Harlem Academy. 5

HOME' FOR SPIRITUALISTS,
NEAR UNION SQUARE, in a house with all the modern, 

improvements—bath, gas. range, Ac. Two or four rooms to 
let, with board. Also, an Office in the basement, suitable for a 
Physician, Mesmeric, or CbU^voyuut. Inquire of

J D. G. TA t LOR,
At 145 West 16th street, near Sth avenue.

SPIRIT MEDIUM.
Mes. Kellogg receives visitors for investigating the Spirit 

Manifestations daily, Sundays excepted. Her attendance wih 
Private Circles at her Rooms, 625 Broadway, may be secured by 
previous engagement.

Hours, unless engaged for Private Circles. 9 A. M. to 2 P. M., 
Friday and Saturday evenings engaged for the present. No ait- . 
tings on Wednesday after 12 M. 47

SPIRITUAL CLAIRVOYANCE.
MRS. LORrN L. PLATT, has taken Rooms at No. 184 

CANAL STREET, where she offers her services in the 
examination and treatment of Diseases bv means of Clair
voyance. Terms—For Examination and Prescription, if the 
parties rtfe present, $8; if absent, by autograph or lock of 
hair, $5; Psycometrical Reading $L Mrs. Platt will bold 
Circles for Spiritual Communication, when not otherwise en
gaged. -

A. C. STILES, M. D.,
PHYSICIAN A2TD BURGEON, BRIDGEPORT, Conn.— 

The eick attended at all hours of day or night. No mineral 
poisons used.

Dr. S. is developed as a Clairvoyant Medium, and can per
fectly describe the locale of disease, also the feelings of the pa
tient. Those who cannot personally vM him, can forward a 
lock of their hair. Letters on private matters strictly attended 
to. Consultation fee, $1. Consultation and prescription, $2.

MRS. HAYWARD,
CL AIE VO TANT,

FOR THE TREATMENT OF DISEASE,
147 Prospect Bh, Brooklyn.

SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.
MRS. WISE begs leave to announce to tbe publio that she 

has opened her Rooms for tbe INVESTIGATION OF SPI
RITS, as u Rapping and Writing Medium, at No. 658 BROAD
WAY.

Hours—From 10 x. il to 1 p. from 8 to 5 p. il, and from
7 to 9 p. M, every day and evening.

Admission 50 cents. .tf
HEALING MEDIUMS.

MRS DRADLET can be consulted at No. 94 GREEN 
STEEET, on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, from 9 A. u. 
until 4 f. >L_________ ____________

SPIRITUALISTS' HOME.

BY DE. H F. GARDNER,
Corner of Harrison Avenue and Bcach-ato 
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peared to those who sincerely; believed it to be of 
divine origin. But even this candid method must 
necessarily produce a very imperfect picture, drawn 
as it is by a modern mind, so foreign to ancient ha
bits of thought, and separated from them by the 
lapse of ages. The process has been exceedingly 
interesting ; for the history of the religious senti
ment, struggling through theological mazes, fur
nishes the most curious chapter in the strange his
tory of mankind.

I offer the results of my investigations with ex
treme timidity. Not because I am afraid of public 
opinion; for I have learned to place exceedingly 
little value on any thing the world can give or take 
away. But I have been oppressed with anxiety, 
lest I should not perform the important task in the 
right spirit and the most judicious manner. I have 
conscientiously tried to do it with great care, fear
less truthfuluess, perfect candor, reverence toward 
God, and tenderness for human nature. I have 
sought out facts diligently, and stated them plainly; 
leaving the reader to draw his own conclusions 
freely, uninfluenced by suggestions from me. The 
inferences deduced from my statements will vary 
according to the predominance of the reverential 
or the rationalistic element in character. I have 
contented myself with patiently digging out infor
mation from books old and new, and presenting it 
with all the clearness and all the honesty of which 
I am capable. To write with the unbiassed justice 
at which I aimed, I was obliged to trample under 
my feet the theological underbrush, which always 
tangles and obstructs the path, when the soul 
strives to be guided only by the mild bright star of 
religious sentiment It is never pleasant to walk 
directly through and over the opinions of the age 
in which one lives. I have not done it sarcastical
ly, as if I despised them; because such is not my 
feeling. I have done it in a straight-forward, quiet 
way, as if I were unconscious of their existence. I 
forsee that many good and conscientious people 
will consider it a great risk to treat religious history 
in that manner. If I could have avoided giving 
them pain, and at the same time have written with 
complete impartiality, I would most gladly have 
done so. For myself, I have firm faith that plain 
statements of truth can never eventually prove in
jurious, on any subject

Milton has expressed this conviction with rare 
eloquence: “ Though all the winds of doctrine be 
let loose to play upon the earth, so Truth be in the 
field, we do injuriously to doubt her strength. Let 
her and Falsehood grapple. Who ever knew Truth 
put to the worse by a free and open encounter? 
Methinks I see in my mind a noble and puissant 
nation rousing herself like a strong man after sleep, 
and shaking her invincible locks. Methinks I see 
her as an eagle viewing her mighty youth, and kind
ling her undazzled eyes at the full mid-day beam ; 
purging and unsealing her long-abused sight at the 
fountain itself of heavenly radiance; while the 
whole noise of timorous flocking birds, with those 
also who love the twilight, flutter about, amazed 
at what she means, and in their envious gabble 
would prognosticate a year of sects and schisms.— 
What would ye do then ? Should ye suppress all 
this flowery crop of knowledge, sprung up, and yet 
daily springing up? Shouldcye set an oligarchy of 
twenty engrossers over it, to bring a famine upon 
our minds again, when wc shall know nothing but 
what is measured to us by their bushel? Believe 
it, they who counsel you to such suppressing, do 
as good as bid you suppress yourselves.”

If scholars should read this book, they may per
chance smile at its extreme simplicity of style. But 
I have written for the popular mind, not for the 
learned. I have therefore aimed principally at 
conciseness and clearness. I have recorded dates, 
and explained phrases, supposed to be generally 
understood, because I know there are many intel
ligent readers not familiar with such dates and 
phrases, and who cannot conveniently refer to cy
clopedias or lexicons. I am aware of having in
serted very many things which are perfectly well 
known to every body. But this was unavoidable, 
in order to present a continuous whole, from the 
same point of view,
could have performed the task far better, in many 
respects; but on some accounts, my want of learn
ing is an advantage. Thoughts do not range so 
freely, when the store-room of the brain is over
loaded with furniture. In the course of my inves
tigations, I have frequently discovered that a great 
amount of erudition becomes a veil of thick clouds 
between the subject and the reader. Moreover, 
learned men can rarely have such freedom from 
any sectarian bias, as the circumstances of my life 
have produced in me.

It is now more than eight years since I first be
gan this task. Had I forseen how far my little 
boat would carry me out to sea, I should certainly 
not have undertaken the voyage. Unexpected im
pediments interrupted the labor during three years; 
but even then, my thoughts and my reading were 
continually directed toward it. I have been dili
gent and patient in procuring and comparing facts, 
from sources deemed perfectly authentic, and I 
have been scrupulously conscientious in the state
ment of them. I may have made mistakes ; for it 
is not easy to arrive at the exact truth amid a mass 
of obscure and often contradictory statements. But 
I have done my best; and if there are errors, they 
have not proceeded from intention or from careless
ness. I have not asked any person tchat I should 
say, or hrnc I should say it My natural love of 
freedom resisted such procedure; and, foreseeing 
that I might incur unpopularity, I was unwilling to 
implicate others. I have, therefore, merely stated 
to learned men and women, that I wished for in
formation on specified subjects, and inquired of 
them what were the best books to be consulted. I 
have sometimes condensed quotations, for the sake 
of brevity, but I have never misquoted, or misrep
resented.

I am not aware that any one, who truly rever
enced Christianity, has nver before tried the expe
riment of placing it precisely on a level with other 
religions, so far as the manner of representation is 
concerned. Even wise and candid men, more or 
less unconsciously, adopt a system of withholding 
evidence on one side, and accumulating it on the 
other; as the most honest lawyers do, when plead
ing a cause. The followers of all religions practice 
self-deception of this kind. They forget that most 
human beings would seem great and holy, in com
parison with others, if all the weaknesses were 
carefully concealed on one side, and protruded into 
prominence on the other; if all the excellencies 
were rendered conspicuous on one side, and kept 
out of sight on tbe other. I have tried to avoid this 
tendency. I have given beautiful extracts from 
Platonic philosophers and from Christian Fathers. 
I have portrayed the benevolence of bishops, with
out veiling their ambition or intolerance. I have 
not eulogized any doctrines as true, or stigmatized 
any as false. I have simply said so it was argued, 
and thus it was decided. I knew of no other 
method by which complete impartiality could be 
attained.

Some may consider the sketches of Apollonius, 1 
Philo, Cerinthus, Plotinus, and others, as irrelevant 1 
to the history of Ohriatumity. But in order to trace j in beauty ecstatic.

For tho Christian SptritmUaL 

SPIRITUAL STREAGTH-
Brother Toohey: The following lines were written 

by a Spirit, through Mrs. R. M. Henderson, of Newtown. 
Conn., when she was in a sleeping trance slate, to one who 
had received great afflictions, and even persecutions, from 

” those in earth-life connected with him.
If mortals scoff, and bigots sneer, 
And earthly ties all disappear. 
Still raise thy heart to heaven above, 
For God, thy Father, rules in Love- 
What though thou walkest thro’ the fire 
Of bitter hate and deadly ire, 
’T will but consume the clouds that roll 
Like heavy burdens round the soul.
*T is vain to seek, for peace below, 
For earthly things bring care and woe ; 
Though sorrow cries, Let pass the cup, 
Hope bears the fainting Spirit up.
If thou thy heavenly call obey, 
Wisdom and love shall guide thy way ; 
And angels waft thee to that shore. 
Where error wars with truth no more.

Bridgeport, Nov. 15th, 1855.

GOING HOME.
We said that the days were evil,

We felt that they might be few,
For low was our fortune’s level,

And heavy the winter grew;
’But one who had no possession

Looked up to the azure dome.
And said, in his simple fashion,

Dear friends, we are going home.”

This world is the same full market
That weaned its earliest sage ;

The times to the wise are dark yet,
But so hath been many'an age :

And rich zrow the toiling nations,
And red grow the battle spears,

And dreary with desolations
Roll onward the laden years.

What need of the changeless story 
Which time hath so often told,

The spectre thaf follows glory,
The banker that comes with gold— 

That wisdom and strength and honor
Must lade like the far sea foam,

And Death is the only winner !
But, friends, we are going home !

The homes we had hoped to rest in,
Were open to sin and strife ;

The dreams that our youth was blest in, 
Were not for the wear of life ;

For care can darken the cottage
As well as the palace hearth,

And birthrights are sold for pottage,
But never redeemed on earth.

The’springs have gone by in sorrow.
The summers were grieved away,

And ever we feared to-morrow,
And ever we blamed to-day ;

In depths which the searcher sounded, 
On hills which the high heart clomb, 

Have trouble and toil abounded—
But, friends, we are going home !

Our faith was the bravest builder,
But found not a stone of trust;

Our love was the fairest gilder,
But lavished its wealth on dust;— 

And time hath the fabric shaken,
And fortune the clay hath shown,

For much they have changed and taken,
But nothing that was our own.

The light that to us made baser
The paths which so many choose, 

The gifts there was found no place for.
The riches we could not use ;

The heart that when life was wintry,
Found summer in strain and tone, 

With these to our kin and country :—
Dear friends, we are going home !

MRS. CHILD’S NEW WORK ON THE PRO
GRESS OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS.

The following is Mrs. Child’s “ Preface,” to her 
recently published work*  on the “ Progress of Re
ligious- Ideas through Successive Ages.” We 
copy it, in hopes the excellent sense it contains, 
may induce the reader to become better acquaint- 

■ ed with the writings of Mrs. Childs, as we have 
long considered her of the Spiritual family, since 
she has ever been able to find “ tonejues in trees, 
tools in running brooks, Sermons in Stones and good 
in etery thing'' Naturally enough, she has sought 
and found “ the true, the beautiful, and the good?' 
in all Religions, for it seems to be a fact in her 
consciousness as well as in her religious belief, that 
“God is no respector of persons?' The following 
not only teaches the method she used in obtaining 
these, but modestly enough, informs the reader 
what he may expect to find in the work referred 
to.—Ed- Ch. Spt.

* New York: Published by C. 8. Francis de Co,, 252
Broadway.

I would candidly advise persons who are con
scious of bigoted attachment to any creed or theory, 
not to purchase this book. Whether they are bi
goted Christians or bigoted infidels, its tone will be 
likely to displease them.

My motive in writing has been a very simple 
one. I wished to show that theology is not •reli
gion; with the hope that I might help to break 
down partition walls ; to ameliorate what the elo
quent Bushnell calls ‘ baptized hatred of a human 
race.’ In order to do this, I have endeavored to 
give a concise and comprehensive account of reli
gions, in the liberal spirit of the motto on my title 
page. The period embraced in my plan extends 
from the most ancient Hindoo records to the com
plete establishment of the Catholic Church.

While my mind was yet in its youth, I was of
fended by the manner in which Christian writers 
usually describe other religions; for I observed that 
they habitually covered apparent contradictions and 
absurdities, in Jewish or Christian writings, with a 
veil of allegories and mystical interpretation, while 
the records of all other religions were unscrupu
lously analyzed, or contemptuously described as 
‘ childish fables,’ or ‘ filthy superstitions.’ I was 
well aware that this was done unconsciously, under 
the influence of habitual reverence for early teach
ing ; and I was still more displeased with the scof
fing tone of skeptical writers, who regarded all re
ligions as founded on imposture. Either way, the 
one sidedness of the representation troubled my 
strong sense of justice. I recollect wishing, long 
ago, that I could become acquainted with some 
good intelligent Bramin, or Mohammedan, that I 
might learn, in some degree, how their religion ap
peared to them. This feeling expanded within me, 
until it took form in this book. The facts it con
tains are very old! the novelty it claims is the 
point of view from which those facts are seen and 
presented. I have treated all religions with rever
ence, and shown no more favor to one than to an
other. I have exhibited each one in the light of 
its own Sacred Books; and in giving quotations, I 
have aimed in every case to present impartially 
the beauties and the blemishes. I have honestly 
tried never to exaggerate merits or conceal defects. 
I have not declared that any system was true, or 
that any one was false. I have even avoided the 
use of the word heathen; for though harmless in 
its original signification, it is used in a way that 
implies condescension or contempt; and such a 
tone is inconsistent with the perfect impartiality I 
have wished to observe. I have tried to place each 
form of worship in its own light; that is, as itap- 

Doubtless, a learned person

the progress of religious ideas, it was necessary to 
describe the prominent characters and external in
fluences which modified their growth; for the sur
rounding Spiritual atmosphere affects the formation 
of all opinions. I have therefore endeavored to 
show what degree of preparation there was, in the 
Jewish and Gentile world, for the coming of Chris
tianity, and then what kind of resistance it met, 
internally and externally. I may have misunder
stood some theological statements;, for it is not 
easy to draw a continuous thread from the tangled 
skein of polemical controversy; which constantly 
reminds me of .the Scotch definition of metaphysics: 
1 It is ane mon expleening to anither what he dinna 
weel understand himsel.’

The perfect openness with which I have revealed 
many particulars generally kept in the background, 
will trouble some devotional people whose feelings. 
I would not willingly wound. But I place great 
reliance on sincerity, and have strong faith on the 
power of genuine Christianity to stand on its own 
internal merits, unaided by concealment My own 
mind has long been desirous to ascertain the plain, 
unvarnished truth on all these subjects; and hav
ing sought it out, I felt prompted to impart it to 
those who were in a similar state. Those who wish 
to obtain candid information, without caring wheth
er it does or does not sustain any favorite theory 
of their own, may perhaps thank me for saving 
them the trouble of searching through large and 
learned volumes for scattered items of information. 
and if they complain of want of profoundness, they 

, may perchance be willing to accept simplicity and 
clearness in exchange for depth. In order to do 
justice to the book, if read at all, it ought not to be 
glanced at here and there, but read carefully from 
the beginning to the end, because the links of a 
continuous chain are preserved throughout.

Constant reference to authorities would have 
loaded the pages with notes, and unpleasantly in
terrupted the reading. I have therefore given, at 
the end of the volume, a list of the principal books 
I have used, which can be examined by any one 
who doubts the accuracy of my statements.

Sustained by conscious integrity of purpose, and 
having executed my task faithfully, according to 
the best of my ability, I quietly leave the book to 
its fate, whether it be neglect, censure, or praise.

’ ’ll is my flower; Vis thy flower, ’tis creation's 
blossom of love. Let us take this flower st pari
ng, let us bring it at meeting, and let us wear it 
iforever.

When humanity cries for a blossom,,we will give 
it a leaf from the love plant. Let us nestle in 
this blossom till we meet again.

From the Spiritual Messenger. | 

GOD REVEALS HIMSELF TO US NOW AS , 
EVER EEFORE,—BIBLE MANIFESTATIONS ; 
MAY BE COMPARED WITH MODERN REV- , 
ELATIONS. ■ i

See St John, the Divine’s Revelations, 1st chap- .1 
ter, 1st, 2d, and 3d verses, A. D. 96.

1st verse.—The revelations of Jesus Ohnst, 
which God gave to him, to show unto his servants 
things which must shortly come to pass; and he 
sent and signified it by his angel (a Spirit of one of 
the Prophets) unto his servant John.

2d verse.—Who bare record of the word of God, 
and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all 
things that he saw.

3d verse.—Blessed is he that readeth, and they 
that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
these things which are written therein, for the time 
is at hand.

Rev. chapt 22d, vs. 6th.—And he said unto me, 
these sayings are faithful and true; and the Lord 
God of the holy Prophets sent his angel to show 
unto his servants the things which must shortly be 
done.

Chapt 22d, v. Sth.—And I John saw these 
things and heard them. And when I had heard 
and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of 
the angel which showed me these things.

Chapt 26th, v. 9th.—Then saith he unto me, see 
thou do it not: for I am thy fellow-servant, and of 
thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep 
the sayings of this book: worship God.

The above revelation was given A. D. 96, accord
ing to bible chronology. Christ died A. D. 33, 
therefore it was after Christ died 63 years, and 
came from God to Christ, from Christ to his angel, 
(the Spirit of a prophet,) from the angel or Spirit 
to John, (the medium living in the flesh,) and from 
John to the people and 7 churches.

The more we hear, read and examine, the great
er evidence we find that God’s laws are perfect and 
unchangeable, governed by cause and effect, and 
that the bible proves Spiritualism, and modern 
revelations throw light on, confirm and explain 
much that is obscure in the bible. God is now re
vealed to man as ever he has been, through his 
works, and by words through ranks of Angels 
or the ministration of Angels or Spirits who 
are different only in degree of advancement, 
elevation and intelligence; the higher commu
nicating to the lower, coming to us, through 
media, in this life, who by peculiar mental and 
physical condition, have the gift of discernment of 
Spirits and can communicate from them. This 
power with other Spiritual gifts, were possessed by 
some, under the Mosaic or Jewish dispensation, or 
age; and continued with them, until by disobe
dience and a breach of the covenant, the kingdom 
was taken from them and given to the Gentiles. 
The primitive church, in days of the Apostles, pos
sessed the gifts during their obedience; where are 
these gifts now ? The thousand and more frag
mentary sectarian party organizations, have none 
of them, not one of them has a gift: they have the 
form and deny the power. The scripturesand his
tory refer to four distinctly marked Eras, ages or 
dispensations, two have passed, we are in the third, 
or we may say, we are in the transition state, its 
close; and the fourth, called in the bible the dis
pensation of the fullness of time is now dawning, 
and the glories of a Spirit world are fast opening 
to a benighted world.

The first may be termed the Adamic-or Patriar
chal, the second the Mosaic or Jewish, the third 
(which we are in the close oi) is the Christian or 
gospel. “ And the fourth or bright day long ex
pected and hoped for by mankind” is now dawn
ing and is termed in the Bible the dispensation of 
the fullness of time, also called the New Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of Heaven; the Mille- 
nium. The establishment of that kingdom, Christ 
taught us to pray for; God’s reign of righteousness 
on Earth ; all which refer to the same period. In 
each of these dispensations, revelations and inspi
rations were given, suited to the condition of those 
in each. Progression is a law of God. In the first 
dispensation, age or era, they were without the 
law, and a law unto themselves. The works of 
creation and providence afford evidence, if justly 
perceived, of the essential perfections of God, and 
the fundamental principles of moral obligation, not
withstanding they worshiped many Gods, consult
ed oracles and temples. I doubt not Spiritual com
munications were given them, yet their sources not 
understood or appreciated. God has always made 
known his will in various ways from time to time, 
previous to the days of the Prophets, and no por
tion of mankind have ever been wholly destitute of 
a knowledge of divine truths, which he has made 
known to mankind. The knowledge of the divine 
character and fundamental principle of moral truths 
early made known to tbe ancient Patriarchs, have 
had their effect, and can never be obliterated from 
the minds of their posterity.

When the law was given to Moses, written on 
tablets of stone, by the finger of God ; and which 
came by the ministry of Angels (or by ranks of 
Angels as translated by Thompson) and in the 
same way revelations came to St John and the 7 
churches of Asia. The Jews had inspirations and 
revelations suited to a higher and progressed con
dition, and were taught there is one God, to worj 
ship him. Then they had prophets, prophetesses, 
seers, discerners of Spirits, and were endued with 
the gifts of tongues, the interpretation of tongues, 
and of healing the sick, and diversities of manifes
tations, and ministrations of Angels and Spirits._
These gifts continued with the Jews until by rea
son of disobedience and a breach of the covenant 
the gifts were taken from them, and given to the. 
Gentiles, a nation bringing forth the fruits of the 
kingdom.

Christ came, the Mosaic or Jewish dispensation 
was abrogated (the vail of the temple was rent 
from bottom to’ top,) the Christian or gospel dis
pensation was substituted and higher inspirations 
and revelations were given, suited to a still higher 
and more progressed and advanced condition.— 
Then was taught not only there is one God, but 
life and immortality were brought to light, and the 
gifts were restored. They again had prophets, pro
phetesses, seers, discerners of Spirits, the gifts of 
healing the sick, speaking and interpreting tongues, 
and the Apostles, Evangelists, and Elders received 
wisdom and knowledge, and with their qualifica
tions the Gentiles, who possessed the kingdom, 
were blessed and endued with Spiritual blessings 
and the signs followed those who believed. They 
have lost them long since. Lo ! where are they 
now ? The church (if it can be found) nor their 
thousand and more sects have a gift. In this dawn
ing dispensation of the fullness of time, outside of 
the church organizations (who have the form and 
deny the power,) the people have inspirations and 
revelations, still higher, and are taught; and assur-
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brought to light, and that it consists in eternal life

ELEGANT GIFT BOOK FOR SPIRITUALISTS.
Those who were so much interested and delight

ed with “The Lily ’Wreath," published as a gift book 
last year, will be pleased to learn that another 
volume from the same source, will be issued early 
in December, by Brother Marsh, of Boston, entitled 
“ The Boquet." We make the following selections 
from a few pages of proof-sheets with which we 
have been favored. The Guardian Spirit describes 
the various beauties in the garden of the soul:—

H UM IL I TY.
Humility is the flower I bring to-night. Let us 

plant it anew in the soul, forg it is' the sweetest 
flower that grows in the paradise of God. It opens 
so tenderly for the dews of heaven ; it unfolds so 
gently, so quietly. While gayer buds are bloom
ing, and taller plants are waving proudly in the 
breeze, waiting the admiring gaze of travelers, this 
lowly plant, humility, is sending out its rich and 
sweet perfume that the more ambitious blossom 
loses in its towering aspiration.

To keep the spirit humble and lowly, is a truth 
that is written on the tablet of every soul; but the 
ambition of time often obliterates it He that walks 
lowly shall gather many pebbles that the aspirant 
of fame has trod upon.

CHARITY.
There is another tender blossom that I would 

bring. It is the running, clinging flower of charity. 
How deeply painted, how beautifully dyed by the 
sunbeams of righteousness it grows. How tender
ly it looks out on the smaller blossoms, and bends 
its head that they may catch its sweet, soft fra
grance ; and then when autumn sears its neighbor
ing plants, it kindly scatters its leaves on them and 
covers up their decay. And when some little bud 
of life is fainting, the dews of heaven’s sweet plant 
of charity invites some summer breeze to take a 
leaf whereon some dew drop rests, and bear it to 
the parching bud. This blossom never dies; it 
scatters its leaves and blooms again. Blest flower 
of charity 1

SYMPATHY.
Another is the full-blown bud of sympathy. A 

beauteous flower of the soul. Its roots are so inter
woven and twined with all the flowers of earth, 
that it takes from the vital force only to send back 
again when their winter comes. It is a bright 
spring blossom, whose currents run deep through 
the soil, and infuses its little drops of life that other 
flowers may spring up to earth brighter and more 
beauteous for its kindly aid. Its power is all un
seen ; it runs along the clinging roots and holds 
them in a mighty grasp, and thus some distant rose 
is blooming and growing from the long-continued 
force that the spring-flower of sympathy sends to 
give to her sister blossom.

HOPE.
There is yet another brilliant bud called hope. 

Its nature is to be, not fully blown but half unfold
ed to the light so as to catch the golden rays that 
linger on it, and to keep them there in its bud-like 
embrace. Were it all unfolded, the rays would 
pass off, and so when the night comes gathering 
on, and other blossoms have folded in their leaves 
of repose, the brilliant hope bud has retained the 
rays of the morning, and sends them on missions of 
good cheer to others.

LOVE.-
There is another blossom that reigns queen of 

the mighty host It is the crown imperial of the 
buds and blossoms that grow within the soul of 
man. It is the flower of love.

’T is all unfolded to celestial light,
’T is always blooming to the child of night.

Its fragrance is the gathered perfume of all other 
buds, the concentration of sweetness, the.heavenly 
extract of punty, and it is the plant on which an
gels fold their wings and rest It is a flower so 
mighty and growing that it reaches out beyond the 
garden walls, and creeps along in twining beauty, 
clinging, from its own sweetness, to the walls of 
neighboring souls. It runs and mountsjthe_highest 
frame work of man’s device. Ye cannot stay its 
mighty growth, for it is watered by seraphs. An
gels, bright angels prune it Divinity himself hath 
planted this heavenly flower of love. Long may 
its perfume fill our souls; forever may its sweet
ness abide. It is the flower of eternity. There is 
not a human garden without it It grows in the 
conservatories of archangels; it creeps over the 
bowers of seraphs, and is planted by the hut of the 
demon. Let us traverse creation, and the universe, 
and we will find love the life-flower; we’ll find it 
every where a native plant It goes twining around 
the borders of creation. It runs in spiral beauty 
through the centre of the universe, sending out its 
fragrance to the.borders, till their fragrance.meets led, there is'one God, that life and hnmortalitv 

and eternal progress,' and we are taught the manner 
of it - By analogy we may expect a restoration of 
the gifts fully, already they are partially given, 
for we have thousands of media for Spiritual light 
and intelligence; some prophesy, discern Spirits, 
speak in diverse tongues and heal the sick.

Let us preserve the unity of the Spirit, in the 
bond of peace, and be passive and harmonious, 
strive for good works, cultivate the Spiritual prin
ciple, the inward teacher, seek light, appropriate 
and live up to the Spiritual teachings of the high 
advanced intelligences of the heavenly spheres, and 
so increase in happiness, wisdom, knowledge and 
.Spiritual perfection, and we may deserve to have 
and retain the gifts. Spirits assure us they are 
able and delight to impart to us all useful intelli
gence, that we are prepared to receive.

Dan Gano.

the »ir; and crowning the plains wWheanS'*? ’ 
when he whe gone there came one whose nL . 
Ignorance, bringing with him his son who is 'i**  
called Superstition. And these two built a h’ 
wall of iron around about the young and 
trees, and they scattered many stones uno^*  
ground, and stretched a thick covering overV11' 
heads, so that the light and the sunshine 
the dews and the sweet air of heaven ' 
not reach them. And when they had 
.these things, they spake unto the trees «, • ' 
“ Oh trees, ye are free, and have power over 6 
selves, to become whatsoever ye will. Now 
fore grow strong and straight Let your ” 
strike deep into the earth, and let vour 
tower aloft into heaven.” And the treesTu 
mightily to fulfill tbe commandment which?” 
been given to them. But in vain. Some ofth 
withered and died, and others reaching 0Uf 
struggling in their agony after the Ii-ht and?/ 
sunshine, and the dews, and the sweet airs of 1 
ven, grew up crooked and became unlovely (o; , 
upon. And when the evil ones who h,s\ 
the wall about them, and taken away the 
the dew and the air, saw it, they cursed £ 
beamse they d.d not grow straight, and beau^ 
and strong, saymg, “Why cumber 
ground? Let us fall upon them, and cut ± 
down, and cast them into , taea
But while they made ready n

Resigns, they
off they saw the Master of I if ’ • ° d' a/ar
And when they saw him lhey

Then came the Master of Life, and as he drey 
near a sad and mournful sound went forth fr> 
the midst of the boughs of the trees which he ht~ 
planted. And when the Master of Life heard & 
voice of them lamentation, his heart was movM 
with compassion within him. And he took tl 
axe which the evil ones had left in their flight = j 
with a strong arm he smote the walls of iron whki 
Ignorance and Superstition had built about 
trees, and broke it in pieces, and he tore down th ' 
covering which excluded the light, and removed 
the stones from off the ground so that the liX 
and the sunshine, and the dews, and the gentl» 
winds of heaven were no more excluded from them 
■And the Master of Life watched over them X 
they prospered, and the trees grew and flouriqJ 
mightily, and became strong and beautiful. Never 
theless, those which had been made crooked b 
the evil works of Ignorance and Superstition could 
not become entirely straight, but they pew K 
more crooked and the thick green boughs shot 
forth luxuriantly and hid from sight their’defonn. 
ity, so that they became fair to look upon and 
were strong and healthy. And their children 
which sprung up around them, blessed with the 
glad light of day, and the sweet influence of th< 
gentle dews and tbe fragrant winds grew up tall ajj 
straight, and beautiful. So that when the aaj 
trees, their parents were removed by the 
hand of nature, there remained onlj- a majesi 
grove of tall and stately oaks which joyfully struck 
their branches together, and praised evermore the 
merciful “ Master of Life.”

Detroit, Nov. 12, 1S55. R. B. Bbowx

fFor tbe Christian Spiritualist] 
LETTER NO. IV.

To Mrs. Mercy Blanche of Buffalo,
Bear Lady: Doubtless, you will be surprised to 

find what a wonderful change has come over the 
spirit of my dream. You have known me when I 
was an inveterate disbeliever in all matters of in- 
spiration’and revelation, in fact of everything of a 
tangible Spiritual nature Now, you will ask, “ is it 
possible, my old friend, attaches any importance to 
dreams?” My answer, is, lady, there is nothing in 
the universe without a use and purpose. Dreams 
have a significance, and I judge them as I do every 
thing else by their intrinsic merits and by the 
amount of evidence afforded in the case. I am 
calling your attention to the little incidents that 
make up the sum total of human experience.— 
There is a “ still small voice” in the rivulet and the 
wind, and the spring violet can talk, and the birds 
are connecting links in the great chain of events 
that connects Deity with every particle of the uni
verse. Birds possess the rare gift of mnsic, and 
birds are acted upon by human sympathies and 
emotions. Birds are mediums. Their nervous 
sytsems can be controlled by psychological influ
ences. This I know practically. I have studied 
birdology from boyhood. A few short notices of 
this point of my subject, will be sufficient. The 
first is an item in my own experience, and one to 
which I attach very little importance. If it bad 
happened in a distant part of the world eighteen 
hundred years ago, it would read large on paper 
now. About three years since, I was walking on 
a countiy road, some distance from home, where I 
had never been before. I had engaged to address 
an audience on the following day, on the subject 
of Spiritualism. My mind was far from easy, for I 
was a novice in the art of public speaking, and I 
presume I felt very much as Jonah did when he 
run away to Joppa instead of going to Ninevah to 
stir up the natives. I know I felt more like look
ing down a whale’s throat, than like facing an 
audience. While debating the question in my mind, 
I was startled by a noise above, and before I had 
time to look up, a white dove alighted on my 
head, and cooed, and pecked my hat, while I was 
walking forty or fifty rods. I am sure it was 
nothing but a dove, for I saw it fly away over the 
fields. For some reasons not easily explained, I 
grew bold at once, and determined to speak the 
next day if it split me.

The next case for consideration is found in the 
confession of Andrews Hall, who was executed in 
this city for the murder of an aged couple in Pe- 
tersburgh in this county. He states that when 
he approached the house where he committed the 
murder, a large bird hovered around his head, then 
passed in advance of him, and perched on the 
fence. After he had passed it, the bird repeated 
the movement, and so on several times succes
sively.

The third case of reference is still more remark
able. A canal boat was lying in the basin at Port 
Schuyler, below West Troy. The captain’s wife 
went on deck to look for her 1'ttle boy, who had 
clambered up the cabin stairs a few minutes be
fore. Soon as she reached the deck, a small brown 
bird fluttered and screamed around her, then 
alighted on her shoulder, and repeated its piteous 
cry in her ear. Again it flew around her head and 
uttered its shrill, piercing cry, and then flew up
ward in circles, till it passed from sight. The bird 
was seen and heard by a number of boatmen and 
others. The lifeless body of the missing boy was 
fished up by the side of the boat a few minutes af
terwards.

Fourth. I was spending an evening at the house 
of a friend. About twenty Spiritualists were pre
sent, including four or five good mediums. Near 
midnight a bird came in at the open window, and 
hovered over the heads of the circle, and then set
tled on the carpet. This was repeated several 
times.

Lady, I would gladly continue as I first intended, 
through a long chain of events in my experience, 
illustrating tbe wonderful connection and harmo
nious blending of the finite particles of the uni
verse, with the incomprehensible cause that acts 
through each and all. I did intend to lead you 
along from step to step among the wild flowers, 
pointing you to the Spiri tual significance of every 
thing, and revealing to your mind the fountains of 
life and being, that make up the individual and 
bear him onward amid the constantly unfolding 
glories of an endless life. In your early girlhood, 
I led you among the magnificent sceneiy of tbe 
western forest and by the shore of lake Erie.— 
Those first lessons from the page of God’s own 
book have carried their influence with you, and 
me, through all the trials and sorrows we have 
known since then. Unknown to me, your mind 
had gradually unfolded to a power that could grasp 
the “undignified” manifestations of Spirit-exis
tence, now so common by our firesides and in our 
closets. And I owe it to the general reader here to 
state, that since the beginning of these letters, I 
have sat in a circle in your own house, and heard 
you say, “ I know Spiritualism is true.” My mis
sion then with you is done; you have passed 
the infancy of mind and can walk alone. My mis
sion is pulling weeds, and .preparing the soil for a 
crop. It is pleasant to address a lady—a being of 
gentleness and affection, but I must forego that 
pleasure, and turn from the path of flowers to the 
thorns and brambles of the bye-ways. There are 
vacant chairs, and sorrowing hearts by almost 
every hearth stone, and before we can shower the 
Spiritual rain upon their thirsty souls, we must 
grub up the noxious weeds that grow around.— 
Bigots and hirelings must be lashed with the rod 
of truth first g. M. Peters.

From the Christian Telegraph. 
A PARABLE.

And it came to pass that the “ Master of Life,” 
planted a grove of oaks. And the sun shone, and 
the dews fell, and the winds breathed upon them, 
and the trees began to grow, for the soil was fruit
ful and the seed was good. Then went the “ Mas, 
ter of Life" away joyfully, and said in his heart, 
when I return after many days, behold my eyes 
will be glad, for they will look upon a noble grove 
of majestic oaks, waving their stately boughs in

: SPICE ISLANDS.
! PASSED IN THE SEA OF READING, 
‘ from mrs. stephen’s - old homestead."

The maple-trees shook their golden boughs, as if 
' they had been hoarding up sunshine for months, 

and poured it in one rich deluge over their bniowT 
. and restless leaves.

A man must possess fire in himself before hecau 
. kindle up the electricity that thrills the great pop

ular heart
. Home is emphatically the poor man’s paradise. 

The rich, with their many resources, too often lit; 
away from the hearth-stone, in heart, if not in per
son; but to the virtuous poor, domestic ties are tie 
only legitimate and positive source of happmes 
short of that holier heaven which is the souls 
home.

There are moments in human life when perscu 
linked together in a series of events, mar far 
tableaux, which stand out from ordinary groupie; 
like an illustration stamped in strong light az 
shadow on the book of destiny.

The all-seeing One, who judges the thought as 
well as the act, will make no distinction between 
life drained drop by drop from the soul, and th 
sent forth at a blow with the red hand.

Neither men nor women become what they ver 
intended to be by carpeting their progress rz 
velvet; real strength is tested by difficulties.

One night, when it had been raining, in the wit
ter—while the great trees were dripping wet-<c 
came the moon and stars bright, with a sharp fct 
and then all the branches were hung with ice. I 
the moonshine, glittering and bending low tows-, 
the ground, just as if the starlight had all s*  
on the limbs, and was loading them down c 
brightness.

A light wind had followed the frost, and all is 
mossy turf was carpeted with leaves crimson, greet, 
russet, and gold. Sometimes a comminglin'’’ of £ 
these colors might be found on one leaf;'’some
times, as they looked upward, the great braneba 
of an oak stooped over their heads, heavy with 
leaves of the deepest green, fringed and matted 
with blood-red, as if the great heart of the tree 
were broken and bleeding to death, through all the 
veins of its foliage. " -

Could you have seen them slumbering beneat: 
the humble roof, smiling tranquilly on their pillows 
you might have fancied that those little rooms wen 
swarming with invisible angels—Spirits from pan 
dise that had come down to make a little heaven it 
the poor man’s home. Indeed, I am not quite sir 
that tbe idea would have been all fancy—for Char- 
ty, that brightest Spirit of heaven, was there, to : 
what a glorious troop she always brings ’-eir ’ 
train! Talk of flinging your bread upon ts. 
ters, waiting for it to be cast up after many

’ why, the very joy of casting the bread von to I 
i earned with your own strength upon the bn::: 
i waves of humanity, is reward enough for the r 

heart ° i
The barn was a vast rustic bower that mgb- 

One end was heaped with corn ready for husking, 
the floor was neatly swept; and,'overhead, tit I 
rafters were concealed by heavv garlands ot wta 
pine, golden maple leaves, and red oak branches ( 
that swept from the roof downwards like a ten; 
Butternut leaves wreathed their clustering gol.j 
among the dark green hemlock, while sumac! 
cones, with flame-colored leaves, shot through tu> 
gorgeous forest branches. The rustic cbandehs 
was in full blaze, while, now and then, a cani. 
gleamed out through the garlands, starring theut 
the roof Still the illumination was neither bi*  

’ nor bold, but shed a delicious starlight tliroueb w 
barn, that left much to the imagination, and 
cealed a thousand little signs of love-making, dis. 
would have been ventured on more slily had tl*  
light been broader.

Occupation! what a glorious thing it is for the 
human heart. Those who work hard seldom yield 
themselves entirely qp to fancied or real sorrow 
When grief sits down, folds its hands, and mourn
fully feeds upon its own tears, weaving the dun 
shadows, that a little exertion might sweep away, 
into a funeral pall, the strong Spirit is shorn of te 
might, and sorrow becomes our master. Whe° 
troubles flow upon you, dark and heavy, toil not 
with the waves—wrestle not with the torrent!-*  
rather seek, by occupation, to divert the dark wi- 
ters that threaten to overwhelm you, into a thou*  
sand channels which the duties of life always pT 
sent Before you dream of it those waters wiU 
fertilize the present, and give birth to fresh fioiven’ 
that may brighten the future—flowers that will be- J 
come pure and holy, in the sunshine which peDe" ! 
trates to the path of duty, in spite of every obsfr 
cle. Grief; after all, is but a selfish feeling; j 
most selfish is the man who yields himself to u* 8 ’ 
indulgence of any passion which brings no joy ft’ 
his follow-man.—JEume Journal \ j-


