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ing between the table and the persons of all present. 
The hands were raised over it at about the same 
height of a foot and a half.

At a request, the table commenced its motion, 
with moderate speed, occasionally halting, and then 
gliding on a foot or two at once. It seemed as if 
its motion would have been continuous, if the 
hands above it had followed along pari passu.

On reaching the folding doors dividing off the 
two parlors, and which were open, it rose over an 
iron rod on which the door trucks traversed, and 
which projected half or three-quarters of an inch 
above the level of the carpet. It then entered the 
other parlor, and went its whole length until it 
came near the pier glass at its end—a centre-table 
having been pushed aside by one of the party to 
allow its free course.

At request, for they during this time spoke as if 
to actual beings, the motion was reversed, and it 
returned until it again reached the iron rod. Here 
it stuck. The table hove, creaked and struggled, 
but all in vain; it could not surmount the obstacle. 
The medium was then “impressed by the Spirits” 
to write, and seizing a pencil, hastily wrote that if 
the fore legs were lifted over the bar, they—i. e., 
the Spirits—thought they could push the others ■ 
over. This was done, and the motion kept on. 
Once or twice Dr. Bell requested all to withdraw a 
little further from the table, “ to see how far the : 
influence would extend.” It was found that when­
ever a much greater distance, say two feet, was : 
reached, the movement ceased, and a delay of three 
or four minutes occurred before it recommenced, ’ 
giving the idea that, if broken off, a certain reaccu­
mulation of force was needful to put it in motion 1 
again. The table reached the upper end of the : 
parlor, from which it had started, but was left 
some four feet from the median line of the room. : 
Dr. Bell expressed the thanks of the company for 
the very complete exhibition with which they had 
been favored, but remarked that the obligation 
would be enhanced if the “Spirits” would move 
the table about four feet at right angles, so that the 
chairs would come right for their late occupants. 
This was immediately done, and the performance ' 
was deemed so perfectly full and satisfactory that I 
nothing more was asked at this session. 1

Dr. Bell was understood to say that this made ’ 
some five or six times in which lie had seen the 
table move without human contact, and all under 
circumstances apparently as free from suspicion as I 
this just related. He also stated that the Rev. Mr. 
P., a clergyman of extraordinary sagacious percep­
tions, and mechanical skill, took this same medium 
to his own house, without previous thought, where : 
she never before had been, and where his own : 
table, in the presence of his own family alone, went 
through the fullest locomotion without human 
touch. Dr. Bell mentioned, that, in his last expe­
riment—that just narrated—the entire space moved 
through was over fifty feet.

Dr. Bell then passed to the topic of responses to 
mental and verbal questions, and gave several nar­
ratives of long conversations with what purported 
to be the Spirits of persons dead for twenty to forty 
years, in which every question he could devise re­
lating to their domestic history and to events in it, 
known only to them and him, had been truly an­
swered. Some of the subjects put mentally—i. e., 
without speaking or writing, had half a dozen cor­
rect repbes, forbidding of course completely on any 
doctrine of chances, the contingency of accident or 
coincidence, as such mental questions, per se, nega­
tive the explanation of previous knowledge on the 
part of the medium.

A brief abstract of one of these will give a gen­
eral idea of their character. Dr. Bell had frequently 
remarked to his “Spiritual” friends, that if any 
medium could reproduce the essential particulars 
of a final interview which liad occurred between 
himself and a deceased brother, in 1826, he should 
be almost compelled to admit that it came from his 
Spirit, because he was sure that he (Dr. Bell) 
never had communicated it to any living being. 
Hence, as it had never been known to but two 
persons, and was of so pecular well marked a char­
acter, as not to be capable of being confounded by 
generalties, he should hardly be able otherwise to 
explain it A few weeks afterward, what purport­
ed to be the Spirit of that brother narrated the es 
sential particulars of the interview, the place where, 
down to the well-recollected fact that he was adjust­
ing the stirrips of his horse, preparatory to a distant 
journey, when it was held I

Pretty early, however, in his investigations, Dr. 
Bell began to find that, however correct his Spir- 
tual conferees were in most of their responses, the 
moment a question was put involving a response 
the tiuth of which was unknown to him, uniform 
failure occurred. Sometimes, where he believed at 
the time that his questions were truly answered, 
subsequent information had shown him that he had 
been mistaken. He had answers which he believed 
to be true, when the facts were decidedly other­
wise.

Pursuing this train of inquiry, he found the 
“ Spirits,” while averring that they could see him 
distinctly, “ face to face,” never could read the sig­
nature taken from an old file, and unfolded without 
his having seen the writing. Yet as soon as he had 
cast his eye upon the signature, without allowing 
anyone else to see it, it was promptly and correctly 
reproduced by the alphabetical rappings. And 
again, when he had made a previous arrangement, 
with his family that they should do certain things 
every quarter of an hour at home, he, of course, 
not knowing what—while he was to ask the “ Spi­
rit ” what was done at the instant, uniform failure 
occurred. He proved, too, that the theory of the 
“ Spiritualists ” to meet such difficulties, viz.: that 
evil or trifliDg Spirits interfered at thsir end of the

telegraph—was not tenable. For the responses Mr. Bell replied that his inquiries of them led
just before and after these gross failures had bec-n him to suppose that there were no palpable influ-

The children of her care ; 
So Life from God descending, 
Poured out through angels bending, 

Quickens Earth’s common air.

The elements all feel it, 
And human heart reveals il ;

Though burdened sore ; 
Till each to each confesseth. 
That heaven the earth caresseth, 

Enfolded ever more.

God’s heart through man’s outflowing, 
His thought on him bestowing. 

With heavenward look serene ;
He lifts the meek and lowly, 
And makes the earth all holy, 

As 'twas by angels seen.

When clad in morning glory— 
So reads the ancient story— 

She smiled from God’s own hand ;
And all the stars in chorus 
Shouted a welcome glorious 

Unto their sister-land.

VII.
The philosophy of Spiritual manifestations, ulti- 

mated to a final analysis of their modus operand!, 
cannot yet be unfolded, but the general law under 
which these phenomena occur may be easily in­
ferred. Here, also, it is the Spirit that quickeneth. 
As the living brain fills with energy and vital power 
the very extremities of the form, making the ner­
vous system the conducting medium between itself 
and the subordinate members ; so that finer ner­
vous system, connecting man with the Spirit­
world, more subtle than the ethers and auras 
known to the chemist, more potent than the elec­
tric agencies which operate in the invisible recesses 
of nature, has been quickened as by the breath of 
Him that liveth for ever.

Till.
If Spiritualism is, indeed, life, outflowing from 

the Source Life, its character and effects, if gen­
uine, must be worthy of its origin. IVe are wil­
ling to see it tried by this severest and surest of 
all tests—its fruits. Whatever cannot withstand 
the fiery ordeal, cannot too soon pass away. As 
Spiritualists, we would be the servants of truth, and 
not of theories, however plausible or pleasing. Sys­
tems of philosophy, so called; views of life and the 
Spirit-world, flattering to certain phases of mind 
and character, are not necessarily a part of it. It 
rests upon its facts as upon adamantine founda­
tions. Mere speculations, now as ever, are base­
less and uncertain as the clouds that float between 
our eyes and lieaven.

further experiences and observations in the curious 
inverted reverse handwriting, of which he had given 
an account last year.

Dr. Bell replied that he understood that that 
phenomenon of handwriting, where the pencil be­
gan at the last part of the last letter of the last 
word of the last sentence, and run back rapidly to 
the beginning, being also upside down to the writer, 
was not uncommon, although he had not again met 
with it. In one instance in his experience lately 
the medium wrote in a reversed manner, so that 
the writing could be read in a mirror, or by being 
held up to the light, back to the reader—an ob­
viously very easy thing as compared with that just 
described.

Dr. Bell had seen many of the “Spirit draw­
ings,” which seemed like incongruous grotesque 
specimens of Chinese art—flowers, fruit and leaves 
being aggregated against all the precedents of na­
ture or laws of botanic philosophy. They were 
only remarkable from being the production of per­
sons unskilled in the use of the pencil, as was de­
clared to be the case. Dr. Bell concluded by re­
marking that he regarded the question, whether 
Spirits of the dead had anything to do with these 
phenomena, to be so much more important, in a 
practical point of view, than any other minor facts 
connected with them, that he had pretermitted 
much of his attention to these curious incidents, in 
order to direct his investigations more to the other 
point, the result of which he had endeavored to 
give.

eminently and wonderfully accurate, and the “Spi­
rits ” not only declared that they saw with perfect 
clearness what was going on at his house, but de­
nied that there had been any interruption or inter­
ference.

Dr. Bell also gave examples where test questions 
involving replies unknown to the interrogator had 
been designedly intermixed with those which were 
known. The result uniformly was that the known 
responses, however curious and far remote, were 
correctly reproduced; the unknown were a set of 
perfectly wild and blundering errors, the responses 
often being obviously formed out of the phrase­
ology of the question, as a stuck school-boy guesses 
out a reply!

The result of the inquiries of Dr. Bell and his 
friends—for several gentlemen of eminently fitting 
talents pursued the investigation with him—was 
briefly this: that what the questioner knows, the .dpi 
ril Inow; what the questioner does not know, the 
Spirits are entirely ignorant of. In other words, 
that there are really no superhuman agencies in 
the matter at all—no connection with another state 
of existence; but that it bears certain strong ana­
logies to some of the experiences of cluirtoyance, 
in that mysterious science of animal magnetism, as 
it has been protruding and receding for the last 
hundred years. Dr. Bell thought there was some 
reason to believe that the matter reproduced may 
come, not only from the questioner, but if in the 
mind of any one at the circle, that it irfight be 
evolved. He made some observations upon the 
evidences of Spirit existence, drawn from the cha­
racter of the matter communicated by the mediums 
in a state of impression, when, as is believed, Spi­
rits express themselves through the human agent. 
Of course, the quality of such composition is more 
or less a question of taste. Much of it is elevated, 
indicating high intellectual and moral capacities in 
the mind to which it owes its origin. Much more 
is absurd, puerile and disgusting, infinitely below 
the grade of the human productions of the same 
persons from whom it professedly comes. Yet the 
Spiritual revelation has given us nothing of such 
extraordinary value or novelty as to stamp it in 
the judgment of unprejudiced minds, as uf super- ■ 
mundane production. Dr. Bell alluded to a treatise 
which had been put into his hands by an earnest 
Spiritualist, purporting to be the work of Thomas 
Paine, the author of “ The Age of Reason,” Ac., 
which was thought would carry conviction to any­
body, as it purported to be a full explanation of the 
formation and changes of this earth by one who, 
from his situs, must know all about it. The truth 
was that the work was the production of some 
mind, celestial of mundane, ignorant of the very 
first rudiments of chemical philosophy, in which 
the most ridiculous blunders were made on every 
page in matters which are as demonstrable as ma­
thematics, and where, of course, the answer cannot 
be made that the revelation was too high for com­
mon readers. Nor does Dr. Bell believe, from his 
observations, that the waters from his fountain 
ever reach a higher level than their source. The 
most elevated specimen of the Spiritual literature 
would no doubt be found in the communications 
from Swedenborg and Lord Bacon, in Judge Ed­
monds’ and Dr. Dexter’s first and second volumes. 
Yet whoever reads the very elegant and powerful 
preliminary treatises of these gentlemen, which 
Dr. Bell thought would compare favorably with any 
writings of the kind ever published, would not be 
able to feel that Swedenborg and Lord Bacon, after 
their nearly one aud more than two centuries’ re 
sidence respectively, amid the culture and refined 
senses of the superior spheres, had more than 
equaled their unpretending amanuenses still in “tLe 
vale of tears.”

Dr. Bell paid a glowing tribute to the character 
of Judge Edmonds. He did not believe that mo­
dern history could furnish an example of a more 
noble, chivalrous, self-sacrificing devotion to what 
he believes to be the altar of truth than that gen­
tleman had evinced. He had not hesitated to sa­
crifice the loftiest political and professional pros­
pects, as well as some portion of a well-deserved 
social influence, to his convictions. The days of 
the martyrs were not over, although the days of 
the faggot, the cross and the stake might be. When 
Judge Edmonds promptly and decidedly told a po­
litical committee, which waited upon him to an­
nounce that he must abandon liis high judicial 
office or suppress his book, that he would be bought 
at no such price, he stood as noble as one of the 
army of martyrs as any church has canonized.'

Dr. Bell concluded by the expression of his full 
convictions that, while the faith in Spirits must be 
given up as being connected with these facts, it 
was a topic, whether regarded as a physical novel­
ty, or even as a delusion, cutting deeply into the 
very religious natures of our people, which was 
worth our fullest examination. There were great, 
newel, interesting facts here. They had not been 
treated fairly and respectfully, as they should have 
been. The effect was that the community, know­
ing that here vrere facts, if human senses could be 
trusted at all, went away from those who should 
have thrown light upon the mysteries, but who 

; would or could not, to those who gave some expla­
nation, even if it was one which uprooted all pre­
vious forms of religious faith. He hoped that the 
members of this Association, who were as much 
required to examine this topic as any order of men 
except, perhaps, the clergy, would not be afraid of 
looking it in the face from any apprehensions of 
ridicule or of degrading their dignity.

Dr. Gray inquired if there were any perceptible 
effects produced upon the feelings or health of the 
mediums by the exercise of this power.

cnees from this cause. One of the most intelligent 
and successful of these in public practice, Mrs. 
Hayden, now in England, assured him that she 
was conscious of no ill effects or feelings beyond 
the tedium of prolonged, monotonous sessions with 
her crowd of visitors, whose wonderful recognition 
of deceased aunts, parents and friends, although 
very surprising to them, were “ thrice told tales” 
to her.

Dr. Cutler wished to know of Dr. Bell supposed 
that the medium was conscious of what was pass­
ing in the mind of the questioner.

Dr. Bell thought such was not the case. The 
mediums all concur (and many of those in private 
life, at least, are of the highest worth—and, in­
deed, lie believed that many of those who gratified 
those interested by paid sessions to be no less 
worthy,) in declaring that they have no conscious­
ness of any participation in what is going on be­
fore them. Nor could he see, in the temperaments 
or other indications of the mediums, anything in 
common. They run through a wide expansion of 
intelligence, from Judge Edmonds down to 
most moderate intellectual development.

Dr. Cutler inquired how Dr. Bell supposed 
raps to be made.

The doctor admitted his inability to suggest how, 
any more than why the magnetic needle should in­
sist upon turning toward the north instead of S. S. E.

Dr. Bell remarked that there were a great num­
ber of very curious facts connected with the va­
rious branches into which these phenomena had 
run off, which he had not time to enter into the 
consideration of. He considered them all as of less 
intense interest than the great question of the veri­
table existence of the “ Spirits." The trance speak­
ing, the impressions of a visual panoramic order, 
the composition of all sorts of prose and poetry, 
the curious “ Spirit-drawings,” and still other ma­
nifestations ; of some of them it is very difficult to 
make an explanation; others may hereafter be 
found in the class of hysterico-nervous excitements 
in which the individual, without any intention to 
deceive, is so wrapped up in an eternal flow of 
fancies as to lose consciousness of external things; 
yet the intellectual process goes on.

Still other phenomena may perhaps be proved 
to be connected with the duality of the brain. It 
is undoubted that that organ is like the car and 
eye, each of which is one of two symmetrical du­
plicates. When both act concurrently, but one 
class of effects is produced. When the ear and 
eye becomes dislocated from its fellow, double vi­
sion and disturbed audition result. One eye may 
be habitually passive, as seems to be one perfect 
optic of the cross-eyed, and the attention is not 
called to the images which it presents, although 
these images may be all distinctly pictured on the 
retina, and may, by some association or diseased 
action, be subsequently reproduced. The analogy 
of the brain to these facts is shown in the pheno­
mena of dreaming, when we do and say and think 
things which are utterly foreign to our habitual 
feelings and views, as much as one mind could 
vary from another. Or, again, it is illustrated in 
not unfrequent examples of periodical mania, where 
for a period of weeks, or months, or years, the 
patient lives in a certain state of moral, intellectual 
and effective existence, perfectly unlike the other 
remnant of his life. Were a new guide or governor 
known to enter the sensorium and assume the 
reins, a more completely distinct set of results 
could not be expected. In inebriety the same facts 
exist.

The phenomena of impressions made upou an 
organ, aud afterward reproduced in disease, are 
common in the books.

Dr. Bell admitted that nqtny of the responses 
made by the purporting “ Spirits” of your friends 
are so odd and unnatural, as compared with your 
own thoughts or manner of speech, as to make it 
difficult to believe that they ever came from your 
own habitual brain—that is, that part of your brain 
which you recognize as responsible to your own 
individuality.

He related an incident illustrative of his mean­
ing. He was once attending a session, or circle, 
where his position was at the bottom of a long 
table, at the head of which the “ medium” sat, and 
on each side of her were some other persons. All 
had paper and pencils in hand to minute down the 
responses, Ac. Owing to some “ want or har­
mony,” or other cause, the “ Spirits” failed in cor­
rect replies, and a good deal of confusion and re- 
pitition occurred. Often their reply through the 
alphabet, was, “ we don’t know,” “ we can’t tell,” 
Ac. Dr. Bell was amusing himself, under these 
delays, in drawing with his pencil a grotesque 
figure of an imaginary anima!—a sort of griffin 
with horns, tusks, Ac. After one of the replies of 
the “ Spirits” that they “ don’t know,” the doctor 
rather pettishly lifted his pencil from the paper and 
said, “Well, do you know what this is?” The 
response was at once rapped out, “ It is hard nam­
ing that beast!” Ashe was in a position where 
no eye could overlook him, and where no person 
beside himself could know what was drawn, he 

■ was at a loss to know out of whose brain, except 
his own, the quick repartee could originate. He 
certainly had no consciousness of it

Dr. Bell also mentioned other cases where the 
idea in the questioner’s mind was reproduced, but 
in different phraseology from that he held. A 
“ Spirit,” for example, was asked where she had 
been buried. The true answer was St. Agustine. 
The letter S. was first rapped; he waited at A, 
having no idea that the contraction would be used, 
but it was, the rap being made at T.

Dr. Nichols inquired whether Dr. Bell had aay

the

the

For the Christian Spiritualist 
IT IS THE SPIRIT THAT QUICKENETH.

i.
Life, manifest in the external, is the effluence of 

Spirit. Thought has its birth in the Spirit-world, 
and the home of love is heaven. Man stands me- 
diatorially between two worlds; the doors of his 
Spirit open inwardly to the Spiritual, outwardly to 
the natuial world. In meditation and sleep he 
withdraws from the outward, and drinks from hid­
den fountains, as a rose, folding its petals, imbibes 
through all its secret pores the evening dews. In 
action he diffu=es the life received, as the flower its 
morning fragrance.

II.
Man, therefore, being essentially a Spirit, re­

ceives his essential nourishment from Spiritual 
sources; being a Spirit, Spirits are his kindred, 
with whom, as Providence permits, he delights to 
associate; but as nothing finite can satisfy the 
cravings of his inmost nature, he learns finally to 
regard the vast societies of the blest, yea, even 
galaxies of angels, but as mediatorial agents for the 
descent of that divine and holy Spirit which the 
Father alone giveth, and which shall be in him a 
well of water springing up unto everlasting life I

in.
So outward nature is clad in beauty not her 

own. The trees in their vernal freshness and wav­
ing in the summer winds, are fair and lovely to the 
eye ; the meadow studded with golden gems, glad­
dens the free heart in youth or age. But the see­
ing eve discerns more than the attractions of form 
and hue. The quick ear hears other songs than 
those that gush from the feathered warblers there. 
The deep heart feels that nature, all beautiful and 
glorious as she is, is but the apparel and outer 
garment of a more ethereal and perfect grace ; that 
she only symbolizes the unfolded perfections which 
God has garnered in every human Spirit; a magni­
ficent picture-poem, of which God is the Author 
and man alone the hero; a floral queen attired in 
more than royal splendor, yet the foot of man, 
man redeemed and glorified as he shall be, is her 
highest crown.
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IX.
Spirituailsm, indeed, comes to man as a messen­

ger from the skies. It breathes its essential life 
into the very elements around him. The electric 
aura diffused throughout nature, quickened, vivi­
fied by influx from more interior spheres, thrills to 
Spirit-touch, vibrates with audible concussions, ope­
rates upon external objects, and becomes a me­
dium of communication between man and the 
invisible world. Thus even dead, unorganized 
matter, becomes instinct with life and obeys the 
mandates of Spirit. And this is its ultimate or 
lowest form. Far more wonderful is its influence 
upon the human organization and the living Spirit 
within. The eye kindles with unwonted intellL 
gence; the countenance is lit up with immprtal 
love. The dormant faculties of the mind are roused 
to a more intense activity, the heart beats in. sym­
pathy with all noble deeds. Order reigns in the 
vast domain of the intellect, and harmony pervades 
the recesses of the affections. Inspiration falls 
upon the purified and expanded interiors, and 
clothes the child of earth with the beatitudes of hea­
ven. Wisdom in immortal accents falls from the 
lips of a mortal, and the divine harmonies of the 
Inner Life outflow in forms of perfect Art, the 
lofty Epic, the sweet Lyric, and the touching and 
joyous song.
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i kiwct as the physical manifestations of 
i :iice. lie could not pretend to doubt 

m ■! personal observations, addressed to his 
r i z and touch, and separated, as he he­

roin any possibility of error or collusive 
1 et tne offer, by Professor Henry, of a 
.. to any person ivho would make one of

11 >vc- in the Smithsonian Institution, and 
incredulity of many of the “ brethren,” 

i the desire again to see some full and 
f.-nl experiments in table-moving.

■ rtunitv was not long wanting. On the 
■ '■! the visit of a well-known gentleman, 
v:.,- ct.-ii with the insane, and who never had 

these phenomena at the Asylum, Dr. 
him to go to a family where a medium 

e [owcr was visiting. The family 
:ue most respectable of the vicinity, the 
rir.z a gentleman intrusted with millions 
I other people’s money, as the financial 

a large banking institution. He and 
for some years been perfectly con- 
ip> ritual character of these manifes- 
■•.dium was a young lady of eighteen 

: “ 1 ght figure, weighing eighty or 
, aad had discovered herself to be a 

a visit to these distant relatives.

ilU <

■fit 
Er- 
t'.r

X

X'l

t
' Gi
h:i'

■ 1 11
Lt:

t
: Il
■ f •.

1--I ‘.-'J 
■ wbb-

.nil.iy, from character and position more entirely 
, <>r.'l the .suspicion of even winking at anything 
: fraud or irregularity, does not exist in the 
is’!, i Ley were so fortunate as to find the me- 

..i':::. ■-.■ Louie, and the circle was made of the five 
u. niw neij. The ordinary manifestations 

'-■i rap-, beating of musical tunes and responses to 
n.cntai and spoken questions, were very completely 
I n-'.-' iited, as well as the movements of the table 
■■i.'i.j- the mere contact of fingers’ ends. Finding 

tua.g- appeared very favorable to a full exhibi­
ts-A what be wished to see, as evinced by the 

■“-■ry ! iie movements of the table under contact, 
I.'-.: proposed trying the grand ezperimentum 

r-‘ wo of the physical manifestations—the move- 
of the table without any human contact, di­

rect or indirect. He was permitted to arrange 
things to suit himself, and began by opening the 
table more widely and inserting two movable table 
ic-avt-s, which increased the length from about six 
llJ perhaps nine or ten feet. This he felt also gave 
tjira an opportunity to see and upset all wires and 
mechanism concealed, or at least to answer posit- 
’•’ely as to their non-existence. The table was a 
i' lid structure of black walnut, with six carved 
‘ -A—the whole of such a weight that when the 
a-tors were all in the right line for motion he could 
u-t start it by the full grasp of the thumb and 
lingers of both hands.

The persons stood on the sides of the table, three 
ind two, and back from its edge about eighteen 
inches. As Dr. Bell is some six feet two inches in 
height, he averred that he had no difficulty in see-

IV.
The lover—we speak of that self-sacrificing af­

fection that hallows and blesses, not of passion that 
pollutes and destroys—the lover gazes upon a 
beauty which no cold eye may see. The outward 
form, lovely and beloved, is only as the transparent 
lens through which the Spirit’s more awful and 
holy beauty gleams starlike and serene. Nor is it 
the exteriors of the mind, which, with the external 
form, is inherited from parents, and which alone 
most perceives; he approaches the inner shrine of 
that archetypal image which God gave to be a 
finite likeness of himself. It is not strange that he 
is filled with a certain awe and trembling. He 
stands on hallowed ground, where the Infinite is 
manifest. The Holy of holies is in the human soul, 
of which 
and type, 
loves that 
sacred to 
vealed.

that in the ancient was but a symbel 
In the inmost of his love, therefore, he 
Divine Image,-distinct from all others, 
him alone, which God has there re-

V.
True Spirituality is life—its source is the Source 

of Life; its aim the unfolding of life pure, harmo­
nic, free. An influx of vital power now quickens 
the elements that pervade the natural world. It is 
inspiration ultimated, an operative upon the natural 
plane.

As with the return of the vernal season, the vege­
table world comes forth clothed with new beauty, 
and all animated and winged forms burst forth in 
signs and songs of joy, so in the revolving cycles 
of ages comes a celestial Spring, a Spiritual reno­
vation, and an all-pervading influx of divine essen­
tial Life. For, as the human mind, with its posi­
tive thought, its prevailing sphere, impresses each 
subject element and sensitive organization, so the 
Infinite Mind is flooding the world from the fath­
omless sea of His own inspiring Thought, bathing 
angels, 
love.

spirits, and men in the effluence of his

VL
As a mother’s hand caresses, 
And every love-look blesses

X.
But let us enter a little more into detail of the 

effects of this Spiritual quickening, this orderly 
descent of influx from interior sources. Not only 
is the organization vivified and energized, the Spi­
ritual senses are opened and brought into rapport 
with the realm of invisible realities. The veil of 
the covering cast upon the face of all nations is 
slowly withdrawn. The inner eye looks out through 
its finer lenses; at first, for a moment only, as the 
frail form can bear. Silver-gleaming points star- 
like, or, perhaps, golden and purple hues, like pre­
cious stones, attract the attention. Soon, on clos­
ing the eyes for rest, fair forms and lovely faces 
pass before the interior sight, but fade away as the 
external consciousness is submerged in the swell­
ing tides of the great Spiritual sea which floods the 
silent shores. For man, in truth, is an inhabitant 
of two worlds; by day he pursues the busy round 
of outer cares; by night the emancipated Spirit is 
attracted homeward, like a wandering bird to its 
evening nest. Wisely did the Ancients represent 
gleep as the brother of Death. They both pilot t0 
the same shore. Often, too, in those silent hours 
the psychometric sense is awakened, and the 
sleeper comes into rapport with the living as well 
as the dead, and perceives the true character of 
friends and kindred, as the_ordinary intercourse of 
life had never presented them.

XI.
But as development becomes more perfect, as 

man becomes accustomed to the transit from the 
natural to the Spiritual world—which is in truth 
but a step—he needs not the seclusion and quiet­
ude of his evening chamber, or the odic forces of a 
harmonic circle, but passes] from the one to the 
other, as from the house to the open air. And, 
finally, he retains also the external consciousness 
while open to the inspiration of the interior, and 
enjoys with a double zest the wisdom that flows 
from his lips.



XII.
But this living influx, this inflowing life, is not 

confined to the production of works of art or lite­
rature. The courts above, unlike the earthly, know 
no favoritism. As the sun warms and illumines 
all objects not hidden from liis rays, so unless some 
narrow creed, or gross’ appetite, or heartless round 
of pleasure, or absorbing earthly cares close up the 
avenues of the Spirit, each member of the human 
family must feel the radiation and celestial warmth 
now descending from above. The mother, mid her 
household cares; the maiden, as with elastic tread 
and blither song, she moves in the pure sphere of 
her loving duties ; the youth engaging with manly 
resolution and undimtned hopes in the pursuit of 
that ideal of his expanding genius which glimmers 
before him like a star upon the brow of eve—all 
feel the mysterious influences that descend to 
quicken and to bless. And children, too, those 
lesser links in tlie golden chain of life—but bright­
est of the seven—through these the vital current 
flows, impeded least of all. The fathers and the 
mothers, the generation that now is, may despise 
these things, and like those of old, who would not 
enter the Promised Land, perish in the wilderness 
of empty creeds and barren forms; but the little 
ones whom they lead by the hand—whose angels 
ever behold the face of our Father in Ileaven— 
they shall indeed enter into the realities of that 
Life, of which the ancient inheritance was but an 
outward type and figure. S. E. B.

Christian Spiritualist.

Bo long as Men ore Honest, so long will Success follow 
in the Footsteps of their Labors.

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 1855. 

DR. BELL ON THE PHENOMENA OF SPI­
RITUALISM.

In publishing an abstract of Dr. Bell’s paper on 
the phenomena of Spiritualism, read before the 
Superintendents of Insane Hospitals some months 
since, we expressed a desire that said paper be 
given to the public, that tbe method by which Dr. 
Bell liad arrived at liis conclusions, and the facts 
sustaining them, be known.

On the first page of this paper the reader will 
find a a liberal “extract,” taken from the Boston 
Courier, which, if read with attention and discrimi­
nation, will give the necessary information.

And here we wish to express our grateful ac­
knowledgments to the Doctor for making his con­
victions public; for if the facts need investigation, 
the popular mind needs to.know tlie conclusions of 
that investigation, in order to correct their miscon­
ceptions and prejudices. Doubtless, there are 
thousands of intellects of the first order, who have 
been and are, investigating this phenomena, who 
think the subject worthy of attention, and think, 
also, that some one or more should disabuse the 
public mind of all fanatacism that has grown or is 
likely to grow out of tlie subject, but who, never­
theless, keep a most respectful silence only when 
and where it is prudent and proper to denounce 
tlie phenomena and those believing in its Spiritu­
ality. It may be, we attach more importance to 
the investigation of the subject, by intellectually 
and otherwise mentally qualified men, than mauy 
of the Spiritual family, but it is because the sub­
ject is so complex and the phases so manifold and 
various, that the must gifted by nature and culture 
should make the examination, because the better 
qualified to discriminate. M'e have the authority of 
good sense, therefore, as well as tbe Testament, in 
saying “ to whom much is given, much is re­
quired.”

In sight of this conviction, we can hardly attach 
too much importance to, or think too highly of the 
honest independence that prompted Judge Ed­
monds, I’rof. ll.-ire and others to investigate this 
unpopular subject, and make known their convic­
tions without consulting the tor populi of the times. 
And it atlbrds us much pleasure, therefore, to 
know that Dr. Bell admires, and has the magnani­
mity to do Judge Edmond’s justice in the follow­
ing. Speaking of the Judge, he says:—

“He did nut believe that modern history could 
furnish an example of a more noble, chivalrous, 
self-sacrificing devotion to what tie believes to be 
the altar of truth than that gentleman had evinced. 
He bad not hesitated to sacrifice the loftiest politi­
cal and professional prospects, as well as some por­
tion of a well deserved social influence to his con­
victions. The days of the martyrs were not over, 
although the day? of the faggot, the cross and the 
stake might be. M’lien Judge Edmonds promptly 
and decidedly told a political, committee, which 
waited upon him to announce that he must aban­
don his high judicial office, or suppress his book, 
that he would be bought at no such price, he stood 
as noble a one of the army of martys as any church 
has canonized.”

M'hat is true of the Judge, however, is equally 
true of many others, for nearly all, in a greater or 
less degree, have had to present their whole bodies, 
as living sacrifices for truth’s sweet sake.

Premising these reflections, we now call the at­
tention of the reader to some thoughts on the va­
lue of Dr. Bell's conclusions, and the logic by 
which he sustains them.

And 1st, Nothing can be more evident than the 
fact, that man is an vbserrer before he is a thinker, 
and that liis first duty is to possess facts of all 
kinds and phases, before he attempts to classify 
them and play the philosopher.

Dr. Bell s statements as an observer, are metho­
dical, and circumstantially detailed. He concludes 
the phenomena to be natural, and so far as the facts 
in his statement are concerned, to be beyond the 
shadow of suspicion. Still the number of facts he 
presents are few, and will not admit of an enlarged 
comparison, although he intimates a finality say­
ing' "jaith in fniils mu.-./ be firm upu, connected 
with thosefacts." while acknowledging the Jacts to 
be “ great, noeel and inteiesling." Jri acknowledg­
ing the frets, however, Dr. Bell has only given us 
his conclusions as an Olisei a r, and so far, holds a 
common position with thousands in and out of the 
church.

But what distinguishes Dr. Bell from his theolo­
gical colleagues, is the statement, that “ iclmt the 
questioner hmics, the Spirit I,noir ; irhat lhe question­
er docs not. Inmr, the. Spirits are entirely ignorant 
of" and the intimation that the facts and pheno­
mena of Spiritualism are not connected with an­
other state of existence, but that they “ bear certain 
unaloyns to s.-mu (,c i],r. (jpcricnci-s of C'lairr<q/ance." 

The reasons given for this conclusion, idtnnates 
the conviction that, had lie received snch informa­
tion from the communicating intelligence as he was 
not in possession of, he would be forced to the con­
clusion of Spirit agency. The whole strength of Dr. 
Bell s philosophy, therefore culminates with the 
amount of evidence he can bring to sustain the as­
sumption of the Spirit's. dependence on the mind of 
the inquirer.

What testimony has the manifestations give on 
this subject during the past five years ? To answer 
this, a compilation of facts might be given; but 
the two following will illustrate.

The first fact forms part of a communication 
that was published in the Chmtian Spiritualist,

February 3, 1855, under the heading, “ The Spirits 
in Virginia." It is as follows:

JTr. TV.—What Spirit desires to communicate 
with me?

Spirit.—Your old friend Joseph De Pine.
ilr. IE—I am glad to hear from you; what have 

you to say ?
“ There is a letter in the Post-office for you from 

Washington. The writer wishes to purchase your 
French Spoliation Claim. Do not sell it—the bill 
trill pass Congress. The President will not veto it. 
All the claims will be paid. I am happy. Your 
brother I have not seen ; he is not in my sphere.

Your friend, Joseph De Pine.”
It may be well to state that Mr. West, in com­

pany with Dr. Maish, called at the Post-office next 
morning, and a letter was, sure enough, there for 
him, from W. G. S. & Co., M'ashington City, offer­
ing to purchase his claim, just as the Spirit had 
mentioned. We ask, where could have been the 
Psychology in this? It was certainly a superna­
tural manifestation, if there ever was one.”

If we remember aright, the “French Spoliation 
Bill” was vetoed, which shows the Spirit to be no 
prophet, but in no other wise interferes with the 
pretensions of the communicating Spirit as an inde­
pendent intelligence.

Tbe second fact is taken from an article written 
by Mrs. Gage, a non-Spiritualist at the time, if not 
now, and published in the “ Ohio Farmer," and is 
as follows:

“(ftir interview was short, as the lady was hurry­
ing h r work out of the way to go to a dinner­
partv. it then being ten o’clock, A. M. The next 
day we met again. I saw the astonishing rosults, 
from simply moving the finger over the outside of 
tbe clothes.

The names of the woman and child were written 
for me. But when I told her that the woman had 
no child Mary, she signified her desire to write 
with a pencil—tied a handkerchief over her eyes 
(because she said the Spirits wanted to convince 
me) and wrote legibly, “ It is not her child, but 
Mrs. Gage’s sister’s child.” I now remembered 
that a sister, twenty-four years ago, buried a little 
girl of that name, to whom I was then much at­
tached.”

It should be added, that the medium through 
whom this communication came, manifested the 
singular phenomena of writing her impressions on 
the flesh of her arm, “ by running her fingers on 
the outside of her dress.”

Now here is intelligence, independent of the 
quirer," which not only contradicts the statement 
of Dr. Bell, but shows his conclusion on that point 
to be premature and imaginative.

2d. AYe will now ask the value of Dr. Bell’s 
philosophic test, as a method of scientific analysis, 
in order to ascertain if possible how much reliance 
should be placed in it by the critical investigator; 
for, if we arc not mistaken, the history of Clair­
voyance could have furnished him with a class of 
facts, which will bear the most rigid application of 
his method. Sure we are, that in the lives of 
Swedenborg, A. J. Davis, Mrs. Freeman of Boston, 
and many other Clairvoyant Media, many manifes­
tations of independent tests has been given, which 
has surprised not only the “ inquirer," but the 
medium, some of which required days and months 
to verify, but were ultimately found to be true.

These cases are the most positive in condemning 
the Dr.’s test philosophy, because the conditions of 
the test bad been instituted by nearly every one 
that ever went for a clairvoyant examination, or 
desired the services of a clairvoyant in searching 
after missing property or absent friends. It is true, 
that clairvoyant, like Spirit mediums are not at all 
times reliable, and that a sufficient number of fa il­
ures may be found in the manifestations of both, 
to suggest caution to all investigators, but that a 
large class of mental phenomena of a most start­
ling and extraordinary character, can be compiled 
to bear testimony in favor of independent tests and 
clairvoyant reliability, none will deny, acquainted 
with the history of the past, or the manifestations 
of the present. Every one familiar with the New 
Testament, willl remember the dialogue that oc­
curred between Jesus and the woman of Saineria 
at the well, fur, she on returning to her friends 
said, “ Come, see a man, which told me all things 
that ever I did and makes this wonderful mani­
festation, a premise for the question, “Is not this 
the Christ?”—St. John, chap, iv, 29.

In modern times, we have in the person and life 
of Zschokke, the German novelist, alike manifesta­
tion of this wonderful phenomena, which he speaks 
of ir. his Auto-biography, as “a singular case of 
prophetic gift, which I called my inward sight, but 
which has ever been enigmatical to me.” In Parke 
Godwin’s compilation of Zschokke’s Tales,” we find 
the following “ note,” which illustrates how myste­
rious and inexplicable the phenomena appeared to all 
who came within the circ’e of its manifestations :—

“JVhat Daemon inspires you ? Must I again be­
lieve in possession?” exclaimed thespirituel Johann 
von Riga, when in the first hour of our acquaint­
ance I related his past life to him, with the avowed 
object of learning, whether or no I deceived myself. 
M e speculated long on the enigma, but even his 
penetration could not solve it.

Besides these, other facts might be quoted to 
show Dr. Bell’s test of no scientific or philosophic 
value, either to the skeptic or the investigator; for 
it cannot stand before either Spiritual or Clairvoy­
ant facts. But admitting for the argument sake, 
that Spirit manifestations do “bear certain strong 
analogies to some of the experiences of Clairvoy­
ance," what, then? Fbthirg to tne Spiritualist, 
who has long since learned that the higher compre­
hends the low, as the greater absorbs the less ; for 
to him or her the knowledge of conditions makes 
such revelations necessary to the growth of tbe in­
dividual, man or woman, physically and Spiritually, 
and imperative therefore in its order of develop­
ment in every phase of manifestation likely to 
spring from the agency or come through the medi­
ation of human nature.

How far Clairvoyance is the result of Spirit 
agency, and how far it is organic and constitutional 
to tbe human mind, are questions not easy of solu­
tion at present; so that Dr. Bell in passing the 
manifestations from the Spiritual to the Magnetic 
and Clairvoyant plans of development, neither sim­
plifies the subject nor gives us any essential aid by 
which we might help ourselves to a better under­
standing of the marvels and mysteries, that has 
made it the wonder and peculiarity of tbe Age.

Instead of which he has introduced various 
phases of erratic mentality, as found in the his­
tories of Physiology and Pathology, which will tend 
to darken council rather than throw light upon the 
subject, for in the absence of a clear and definate 
statement, as to how far and in what degree we can 
trace the parallels between “ hysterico-nervous ex­
citements,” “periodical mania,” “quality of the 
brain,” and “ the phenomena of dreaming,” and 
that normal and healthy condition of mental recep­
tivity, which admits of “ a new guide or governor to 
enter the sensorium," we have no means of deter­
mining either from the Dr.’s labors or the world’s 
experiences.

We are forced into contentment for the present, 
therefore, until further observation, closer thinking, 
and more elaborate parallels will aid some one to 
correct our judgment on this subject, for we are 
determined to see, there can be no mistake in the 
premise, nor flaw in tbe argument, that is to de­
prive us of the consolations of Spirit presence and 
mediation, so long as "justice and judgment" have 
a habitation in our nature.

“DREAM LAND AND GHOST LAND.”
Under this heading, we have published on tbe 

fourth page of this paper, a consecutive series of 
articles, which, in their connected form, makes a 
neat and closely printed 18mo. of 232 pages.

The editor and compiler o£ “ Dream Land and 
Ghost Land,” Edwin Baxton Hood, is a laborious 
and well read student in almost every department 
of Literature, Philosophy, and History, and as the 
fruits of his labor, he has already given the public 
some thirteen other works, the subject matter of 
which belong to History, Biography, Science, Mo­
rals, Philosophy and Literature, all of which are 
treated after a popular but eminently sensible me­
thod. Although none of these works have been 
republished in this country, most of them are to be 
found for sale at the book stalls and many of the 
cheap book stores of this city. We give these par­
ticulars in hopes they may induce some of our 
young readers to furnish them, with so many of 
Mr. Hood’s works as they- may meet with, as we 
believe the Spirit they inculcate to be as pure and 
ennobling as tbe philosophy they elaborate, is 
healthy and rational. Indeed, few will question 
tbe truth of this remark, who have read “Dream 
Land and Ghost Land,” for, while the author mani­
fests a commendable enthusiasm for the Spiritism 
of history, it is never exercised at tbe expense of 
good sense or philosophic consistency. We hope to 
see a reprint of it in this country, as a thorough 
study of the work could not fail of doing good to 
all interested, be the student old or young. The 
Spiritualist may think he does not need the aid of 
such books to elaborate his philosophy or sublime 
his faith, as the one lovingly demonstrates the 
truth and unfolds the beauty of the other, but a 
larger and more comprehensive survey of the phi­
losophy of life, and the wisdom of discipline and 
culture, will so sober his enthusiastic admiration, 
and chasten the devotion he feels for his new faith, 
as to take away every phase of exclusiveness from 
his unfoldings, that in his internal and most sacred 
nature he may- feel “ God is all in all” in the past 
manifestations of his love, as in the present exhibi­
tions of His wisdom and power. To know this— 
feel this—and live it—is the great purpose of life’s 
culture and discipline, and any thing that contri­
butes to that end is henceforth sacred.

In what way and how far the publication of this 
little work can contribute to that end, we will not 
attempt to judge, but the following explains Mr. 
Hood’s purposes in giving the work to the public 
and the ends to be gained by a conscientious study 
of its pages :—

“ If our book has the influence it was intended to 
have, it will awaken in doubters and in skeptics 
some ideas that may guide to the conclusion that 
all the histories we have read are not illusionary, 
that they have a reality about them attesting the 
reality of the world whence they came; and thus 
those who sneer at all the ideas of a world of Spi­
rits, and believe that in dying all dies, may find 
that resurrection voices rebuke the fallacies of their 
darkenened intelligence, although we indeed despair 
of effecting any conviction in the mind, if instead 
of a veritable voice, we presented the form of one 
who had arisen from the dead.”

SPIRITUALISM IN NEW HAVEN.
Those acquainted with the theological character 

and surroundings of New Haven, may think it one 
of the last places to attempt the planting of so libe­
ral and Catholic a philosophy as Spiritualism ; but 
if nothing was attempted in this world until all 
things seemed to favor the enterprise, it is more 
than probable progress would be much more tardy 
than it is. Be this as it may, an effort is being 
made to present the facts and phenomena of Spirit­
ualism to the inquirers of New Haven—Mrs. Lines 
being the Medium. It seems from a “ circular’ 
before us, that an Association lias been formed 
and rooms engaged, that the Spirits may be the 
better able to work for the “ beiufit" of “ both 
mind and body.”

To aid progress, we give the following letter, in 
hope it may find its way to some reader, who, hav­
ing sympathy for practical Spiritualism, may be 
induced (if aide) to give this infant movement the 
helping hand. It should be directed to Mrs. 
Lines, Wilcox Building, Union street, New Haven, 
Conn:—

New Haven, July 23.
Fhiend Tooiiey: Sir—Having within a few 

months become a convert to the doctrine of Spirit­
ualism, I am led to address a few lines to you, in 
the hope of contributing my mite to assist the great 
cause in this daik and undeveloped city. Doctor 
Mayhew has been with us, and from him you have 
probabhj learned something with regard to the 
state of affairs here. His visit has left an influ­
ence which I feel anxious should not be suffered to 
expire; and if there should be anj- opportunity for 
you to send any one here, whose sole aim is to labor 
for the cause, I hope you will do so. I sincerely 
hope that if there are any Mediums travelling this 
route, they will be impressed to stop. We very 
much need a guod demonstrating Medium—tbe 
people must have something which can be seen, it 
is so hard to reach tile feelings, owing to the en­
crusted state of the outward man. Mrs. Lines has 
been laboring here alone in the field since last win­
ter, and truly, may it be said, that she has been a 
faithful laborer, suffering many persecutions and 
more privations than many would have done, and 
it has not been without its fruits—many have been 
brought to investigate through her influence, and 
are now rejoicing in the light of truths which they 
had been told were the “ hidden things which was 
not to be revealed to them.” Although her mis­
sion has been one of dark discouragements, she will 
surely be rewarded. I have been acquainted with 
Mrs. L. for several years, and it was through her in­
fluence that I was led to examine the subject. She 
is a faithful and self-denying disciple, and deserves 
to have more assistance in the field than she does. 
Her business is not sufficient to meet her ex­
penses, and she often wonders why she is kept 
here. Through the efforts of Mr. H. S. Banning, 
rooms have been opened on a small scale, with the 
little means that cjuld be raised. The rooms are 
very commodious and pleasant, to which is attach­
ed a large hall, which can be hired at any time.— 
M'e must have assistance from abroad, or the ef­
fort will fail, although it is acknowledged by all 
friends to the cause, that these rooms are just 
what has been needed, still the Spiritualists do not 
unite their efforts to sustain it. If they all felt as 
I do, they would leave no stone unturned. If I 
was blest with pecuniary means, with my present 
feelings, the cause would flourish I know. Hoping 
it may be in your power to aid us in some way, I 
subscribe myself, A Friend to Progression,

Mr.s. M. F. Thompson.

“Eva’s Chicle.”—As Mrs. Anna Leah Brown, 
the Medium, has left the city for a few weeks, 
there will be no meeting of “ Eva’s Circle” on next 
Saturday evening. But on the following month, 
from that date, the next regular meeting will be 
held, when it is hoped nil the members will be 
present,

A NEEDLE EXTRACTED FROM A WOMAN’S 
LEG BY A SPIRIT MEDIUM.

A correspondent of the Cincinnati Gazette, a 
Daniel Gano, furnishes the following account of a 
wonderful operation performed by a Spirit medium . 
on the leg of a woman in that city:

“Mrs. Harden, an inmate of my family, is well 
known to many persons here as an extraordinary 
and truthful test medium for rapping, table-moving, 
impression, possession, personation and speaking, 
and occasionally, lately, is permitted to see de­
parted Spirits in her waking state. She sprained 
her ankle by having her foot turned on a small 
stone, just two weeks since, from which she suffer­
ed very much. A few days since, in a superior 
state under Spiritual influence, she encountered 
the presence of Dr. Bennet, who requested me to 
place my hand gently on her lame foot She im­
mediately writhed in such excruciating pain as to 
distort her features and cause her face to become 
flushed; she said the Spirits operating upon her 
foot was the cause of the pain in the foot and ankle; 
it, however, soon subsided in the foot, and was fol­
lowed by very severe aching and pain in the calf of 
the leg, which seemed unaccountable to us all; it 
was somewhat relieved by the application of cold 
water and gentle passes of the hand often wet with 
cold water. On Saturday morning last she sent 
for Mr. Gano and myself, and told us that in her 
natural waking state she saw the Spirits of my 
father, Gen. Gano, and Dr. Bennet standing near 
her bed ; the mosquito bar intervening, she did not 
at first recognize them, and they soon came round 
and nearer to her, and she was impressed that they 
had something to communicate, and asked us to sit 
with her.' AVe took her hands and she soon passed 
into the Spiritual or superior state, and she said : 
Your father and Dr. Bennet are here with us. AVe 
waited for a communication from them, when soon, 
through the medium, our father’s Spirit gave us 
some very important and encouraging communica­
tions, and alluded to matters known only (in this 
sphere) to myself, and in relation to which I had 
great anxiety, and then said he would answer our 
questions, which he did most satisfactorily, and 
greatly to our astonishment and gratification. She 
then said Dr. Bennet wishes Mr. Gano to put his 
hand on the ball of the foot near the toes, where 
there is a small callous ridge, (which was found to 
be there). The Spirit doctor then said: There is 
in the calf of the lame leg a piece of No. 7 needle 
—she showing it to be about half an inch long; 
that it had entered her foot at that point where it 
was callous a long time ago ; that they were mov­
ing it up by magnetism ; and he said it would come 
out, and pointed to the place by putting her finger 
on the precise spot, on the right side and upper 
part of the calf of the limb, below the knee, and 
told us it would come out day after to-morrow 
(Monday) morning. He directed us to continue to 
apply cold water to it with the hand, and said there 
is much electricity in water thus applied, and will 
assist in moving it; and we are trying to prevent 
its passing into her knee; we were also directed 
not to let the medium know anything that had 
been told to us about it. She has not been per­
mitted to remember what she sees or says under 
Spiritual influence yet, for a special purpose of 
Spirits controlling her, but soon they would allow 
her to remember what she had seen and heard, 
and enjoy it in the natural waking state. Several 
times after this, in a normal state, she said she felt 
something creeping up the side of her limb, like 
the moving of an insect or worm, and asked to have 
the bandage removed to find it; but none was there, 
and at times the creeping sensation was accompa­
nied with an aching and sharp creeping pain, and, 
although very sensitive to the touch, showed neither 
soreness, redness, irritation nor inflammation.

“ On Monday morning at six o’clock, (the time 
named by the Spirit,) the piece of No. 7 broken 
needle, over a half-inch long, showed itself and was 
extracted at the precise point in the limb, and ex­
actly as to length and size, described by the Spirit 
through the medium.

“ I have the piece of needle, which is quite dark 
from corrosion, and it corresponds exactly as to size 
and length as described by the Spirit through the 
medium.

“ The medium says she remembers to have 
stepped on something pointed several months since, 
and supposed it was a tack, but had no idea any­
thing was in her foot or limb until she took it out 
as described, and as witnessed by several, although 
she sometimes felt a slight pain on stepping upon 
anything that pressed the callous ridge on the foot, 
which she thought was a common corn forming.”

PROGRESS.
of Sectarianism, that 
theology, philosophy, 
the popular hells, to

Left
The date of

left to be added after I am gone.
ing up in my store, in plain view.
ask me why I procure it beforehand, I tell them I 
delight in looking at it, and moreover I fear if I 
leave it for others to procure after I am gone, they 
might not get it right; perhaps they would omit 
the Piogrcssice Spiritualist, or they might have it 
to say, died at such time; and 1 do not like the 

I----- □ jr. T ....-- --------- * .. i ... t 1-----

TOLERANCE AND
It may be for the interest 

certain names in the world’s 
and literature, be kept in
which the intolerance and superstitions of our an­
cestors had consigned them, but the Spirit of our 
age seems to be emancipational, and we shall hope 
that ere long, the most conservative will see the 
propriety for granting a general pardon. If they word die, for I never expect to die, but I shall leave 
do not, however, the world will get on without it, the mortal body, 
for it is very evident the rising generation have 
opinions of their own, as to the merits of some of 
these heretofore condemned characters.

The following which we clip from the Boston 
Post’s report of the “ Commencement at Harvard,” 
may suggest the propriety of these reflections to 
the reader, for if our institutions of learning to­
lerate such sentiments, or permit their publication 
on commencement days, it will not be long before 
public opinion will be altered, and that for the 
better.

“Air. Edward Augustus Gibbons, of Boston, 
read a very excellent essay, entitled ‘Modern views 
of Mahomet,’ which showed the injustice done a 
truly great man by modern prejudice, and said 
Mahomet’s teachings were more in accordance with 
the teachings of Jesus than those of his so-called 
followers.”

The reader to appreciate this item, should be ac­
quainted with the general estimate made of Alaho- 
met, prior to the delivery and publication of Thos. 
Carlyle’s lectures on “ Hero AYorship.” in which he 
does justice to a “ truly great," but much abused 
man.

Seth Hinshaw.

PIC-NIC EXCURSION.
AVe are requested to say that the Spiritualists of 

this city and vicinity will have a general Pic-nic 
excursion on Tuesday, August 21st. 'lhe grounds 
selected for the occasion arc in AVest Flushing, 
near the Race Course. The friends will proceed by 
the steamboat Island City to the terminus of the 
Flushing Railroad on Newtown Creek, and thence 
take the cars the remainder of the way. The boat 
starts from Fulton market at 8 and 10 o’clock, 
A. M., and 1 o’clock, P. M., and the carswill return 
at 4 and half-past G o'clock, P. M. Tickets, at 25 
cents each, for the passage there and back, may be 
procured on board of the boat. Further particu­
lars relative to the arrangement, etc., will be stated 
in our next issue. All Spiritualists who can make 
it convenient, are cordially invited to be present on 
the occasion, which, it is confidently believed, will 
be a pleasant and profitable one.

N. B.—It has been given out in two or three 
Circles that this excursion would take place on 
Monday, 20th, but it has been concluded, for two 
or three reasons, to change the appointment to 
Tuesday, as above.—Spiritual Telegraph,

CANDID AND HONORABLE.
The following statement of the views of Spirit­

ualists, we find in the columns of the Springfield 
Republican, the most widely circulated and influ­
ential paper in AV estern Alassachusetts. It con­
trasts most creditably with the illiberal and con­
temptuous expressions and foul misrepresentations, 
of some of our metropolitan journals. AVith the 
exception of being considered a “ regularly organ­
ized religious sect”—a position to which Spiritual­
ists in general do not aspire—we have little fault to 
find with this presentation :—

“ Spiritualists, who may now be regarded as 
one of the regularly organized religious setes, 
can hardly be said as yet to have any creed be­
sides the belief in intercourse witli Spirits of the 
departed. They are, however, pretty generally- 
agreed iu one leading idea, which will, doubtless, 
form the nucleus of their future creed. It is that, 
besides God, no other being is absolutely good or 
evil, but all creatures, in all spheres of life, are in a 
state of development and progress towards perfec­
tion ; not uniform progress, but by lapses and ad­
vances, still on the whole ascending. Death, they 
believe, effects no other change than a release from 
the earthly body and the location of the Spirit in 
circumstances more favorable to growth and disci­
pline than those of the present lilc. They do not 
profess to receive religious doctrines on the autho­
rity of Spirits-, and the chief advantage they claim 
for Spiritual intercourse is, that it furnishes evi­
dence, almost or quite amounting to demonstration, 
of the immortality of the soul. They consider the 
manifestations of the present day identical in cha 
iacter and object with those recorded in the Bible, 
and claim that Spirits enable persons under their 
influence to work cures of disease, that would once 
have been considered miraculous. In regard to 
the Bible and its inspiration, the views of Spiritual­
ists differ as widely as those of the other sects. It 
is.not unjust to them to say, however, that they in­
cline to the view of inspiration which excludes the 
orthodox idea of infallibility. They recognize the 
Bible as mainly true, and authoritative, because 
true; but many of them talk freely of its errors 
and mistakes. Like all sects, their first era, in 
which they now are, is one of war against other 
sects. AA'hen they grow large and respectable, 
they will form treaties of comity with their neigh­
bors, and enter upon the era of devotion and quiet­
ude. As no sect ever before grew so rapidly, they 
will probably constitute the militant branch of the 
church only for a brief period.”—Aho Thglcmd 
Spiritualist,

[For the Christian Spiritualist]

WHAT I SAW AT MISS SEABRING’S.
Last Thursday evening, I paid a visit to Miss 

Seabring’s Rooms, 571 Broadway. A few of us 
joined in the Circle, when the following interesting 
facts occurred. In a few minutes the medium was 
deeply entranced, and became unconscious until 
the close. She then personated accurately the 
daughter of a gentleman sitting next to her on the 
left. The father took out his watch, when she ex­
claimed, “ pretty,” “ prettythe very words his 
daughter used to say. The child was three years 
old, and died last Christmas. The conversation all 
through was most childlike. This little Spirit was 
then used by our Spirit friends, and told us what 
she saw. She pointed to another gentleman, and 
laughed, as she saw a very interesting child play­
ing with him and touching his hair and arm. The 
hand on the head he said he felt The descrip tion 
she gave was perfect. She then pointed to 
me, and said, I see a gentleman by you; hair the 
same as your own ; medium height; he has blue 
eyes. I said, no doubt it is father, 
assent I then said, prove your 
then put her hand to my vest, and wanted some- however, will sacrifice their good

CLAIRVOYANT MEDIATION,
IN DETECTING DISEASE AND OPENING ' 

WT’Q TLTC DT.IKn "

She nodded 
identity. She

then put herthing. I had his watch on. She
hand up and down my leg, and at last reached be­
low the knee, and put her hand round it. He was 
used to wear large top boots. She then extended 
her arm and bent her finger, signifying that he 
used to sport, which was the fact. She then put 
her hand to her head and said, there is something 
curious about his hair, and her hand then took hold 
of it in the centre. Father used to wear his hair 
after the fashion of the old Methodist preachers, 
i. e. a portion brushed up in the centre. I believe 
that was the Spirit of my father presenting those 
things before that little Spirit, that I might know 
it was him. I should have said, she first saw him 
praying over me. He was a deacon of a Congre­
gational church, and a very excellent man. These 
things presented by him were not thought of by 
me, or expected in any way, so that it could not be 
a reflection of my own mind. They were the best 
proofs I ever had. I would take this opportunity 
of speaking a word for the medium. I have not 
seen a better medium, all things considered, dur­
ing my investigation, which has been two years 
and a half. She can prove that Sp’rits do come to 
us, and talk to us face to face. May she be well 
rewarded as she deserves to be.

Respectfully yours, AY alter Abbott.

PREPARING FOR HIS EXIT.
The reader may be surprised on perusing the 

following, for, notwithstanding we talk much of 
originality, very few have the courage to look an 
original man in the face, much less genius to live 
an original life. AVe give place to lhe following, 
therefore, in hopes it may stir the dull and hollow 
monotony that gathers round most thought that 
associates itself with the Tomb. AA'e know of no 
good reason why there should be so much form 
and so little soul connected with the last duties hu­
manity performs for the departed. That it is so, 
however, is too obvious to need comment; but 
were there any doubt of it, the fact that this plain, 
earnest friend finds it necessary to get his “Tomb­
stone ” ready, is all sufficient to condemn much of 
our present burial service.

Many may call this eccentricity, and think tbe 
Tomb rather too grate a subject for banter; but we 
incline to the opinion that our friend wished to im­
press us with the conviction, that Tombstones should 
tell the truth, and with his ' willingness to depart 
this life when the hour came, these minor details 
being attended to. In this age of individualism, 
however, we may expect soon to hear and see va­
rious manifestations of tbe reformatory Spirit in 
this department of custom, for there is so much 
childish superstition and rank hypocracy at present 
connected with it, that reform is needed and must 
come. For the present, however, we shall con­
clude by letting our friend tell his own story.

Gueensboko, IIenhy Co., Ind., ) 
7 mo. 2G, 1855. j

Ilcspected Friend Tooheg : I have procured a mar­
ble Tombstone for myself, engraved as follows :

Seth Hinshaw,
A riCOCKESSIVE

I R I T U A L I S T.
Bohn,

2d mo. 14, 1787.
the Alortal body, ---------.
the time of my leaving the body is 

I have it stand-
AVhen people

S P

EYES OF THE BLIND
The following will illustrate what was said L. 

week, touching the efficacy of Clairvoyant exan2 i 
ations, when all else fails, and suggest tbe prOp/ s 
ety of saving much time, money, and pain, by 7 
ing at ouce to such persons as are most lil'cl 
cure the disease on the shortest notice, and atV 
smallest possible expense. AYe hope for an'• 
crease of mediums in this department of Spirit 
istration, for the medical as wcll as tbe theo]o 
schools are avowedly defective in principles'll 
method of cure. This is not an assum tio 
ours but the conclusion of thousands whose- ' ' 
revelations have long since been given

The wonderful cures effected by Airs.Mettler " 
so well and generally known, that the fol!,,.,^ 
will only remind the reader of her continue] 
cess and usefulness. Yet, there are thousand/,'.' 
side of the Spiritual family, who are sufferin- 
disease, which might and would be cured, di,] ? 
prejudice prevent them lrom consulting a (? 
vovant or Spirit medium. If men an,l v.-o:' 

sense on tla. 
of custom Or prejudice, they must and will t.--- 
the consequences, for it is true now as in the -'- 
of Jesus, “ as thy faith, so shall it be unto

From tbe Hartford Time-.

Ain. Editoh. : On the 15th of Februarv Isjj 
consequence of contracting a severe cold foliow'-. 
intense application to business, a severe inflami? 
tion of the eyes supervened, generally termed oj, 
thalmia. Residing in Dayton, Ohio, I procured th 
medical services of Dr. AVigand ol that place 
physician of the homeopathic school, and p- 
tinued under bis treatment three months. ];r/\ 
his direction I was somewhat benefitted, and 
by him discharged as cured. I then made a y. 
to Alassachusetts, to visit my friends before res-, 
ing my business (that of civil engineering.) fVp. 
in Boston, a severe relapse took place, and a U 
state of inflammation supervened, to such an? 
tent as to nearly deprive me of sight I again y 
sorted to the homeopatic practice, under the trw- 
ment of Drs. AYesselhasft, Sawyer and Gregg .-■ 
Boston, whose prescriptions I followed for thru 
months, during which time my eyes continued■, 
grow worse, and at the end of that period I v; 
nearly blind.

At this date, by the advice of friends, I con.-?. 
ed Dr. Dix, of Boston, (allopathic,) under wb:, 
treatment I continued fifteen months, he pursue 
the usual routine of allopathic treatment in et 
of this kind—blistering, cupping, and active p- 
gation, with colocynth and Croton oil. Durinc L 
first six months, while under his treatment, I wt 
somewhat relieved, the inflammation having pg 
tially subsided from the thorough depletioni 
which I had beeen subjected, so that I was able t 
read some, but still laboring under great debii:: 
of those organs. Dr. Dix, considering that tbe i: 
flammation had pretty much subsided, gave as L 
opinion that the weak condition of mv eves we 
owing to the long continued and active inflama. 
tion, the vessels becoming engorged so as not to I 
able to perform their wonted functions • and to r 
medy this he recommended the separation of l 
vessels—which separation is performed by divij.-. 
the conjunction, and with a pair of forceps driv­
ing out the trunk of the vessels which cross ty 
cornea, then dividing or severing them with a c a- 
mon surgeon’s knife. This, the Doctor assuredl 
when two or three times performed, would eni:.1: 
ly restore my sight. After much hesitation, 1 : 
last submitted to the painful operation, and 1 k 
shudder to think of it.

Before the operation I was able to see to'.era' 
clear, and read some. Ten days subsequent tot:, 
murderous process, inflammation again supervu 
ing, I was totally blind. The Doctor seeing ther. 
suit of Vue first, declined a second operation. A.. 
under his continued promises, and my hope of n 
lief, I continued under his treatment a period . 
nine months longer, without any alleviation, but i 
possible, aggravation of symptoms; a*,  the end i 
which time, I was coolly informed that so great: 
disorganization had taken place, that in his opi: 
ion, I should never be able to see again.

At this period, becoming completely dishearten­
ed, as well as disgusted with all medical practice, 
and hearing of the reported cures through foe it 
strumentality of that "friend of humanity," Hu 
Al. Spear, of Boston, I applied to him for reliel- 
His examination of my case, purporting to be ma. 
under Spiritual influence, gave apparently a ver 
fair description of my condition as it then exist:: 
I followed his prescriptions for about three mon::, 
with considerable relief. At that period his e: 
gagements prevented his further attention to me 
when by the advice of friends I resorted to th 
Botanic practice, under Dr. Dillingham, of Bosts: 
whose prescriptions I followed for several month 
without any lasting benefit. At that period. P.. 
1853, having, as I supposed, exhausted all rea:- 
dial resources, and having entirely despaired of rs 
ceiving any benefit from the existing svstems ■: 
medical practice which I had thoroughly tested. i>:: 
yet having a firm, unshaken faith that some ret::; 
dial means would yet be found which would afri 
relief—I abandoned all treatment, waiting [eitierA 
for the door to be opened which would .-ifi'.wd i 
me remedial aid. In June, 1854, by the kind a 
vice aud aid of A. J. Davis, I was induced m s? 
ply to Airs. Mettler, of this city, who made an cs 
amination of inj- case, which to me was highly ?:■ 
tisfactorj-—as she traced with a wonderful jiower 
and knowledge the history of mv ease from the 
commencement to the present time, with an accu­
racy and familiarity which to me was leally astos- 
ishing—stating to me facts and circumstance 
which had occurred during my sickness, and whic: 
were only known to me ; tracing the disease st' 
causes, the main of which she stated was a >cr' 
fulous diathesis from the beginning.

She awakened in me a gleam of hope by ask­
ing me that in my then deplorable condition, re' 
was probable, and a cure was possible. It ism-. 
less to say that her assurance caused me nim'hj? 
aided in no small degree by the wonderfully c? 
rect examination and description of mv ease. S-- 
further assured me that during my cotivales.-encsi 
would be subject to occasionaf relapses, from ca- 
of which 1 would recover and be in a better condi­
tion than when I entered it, which prediction 
been singularly fulfilled. It is now one year since 
1 commenced the use of the remedies and mean? 
which she prescribed, and as the result 1 find a"' 
self almost entirely restored to soundness of hcal*  
and restoration of sight. 1 can therefore truly 
say that “ whereas I was once blind, 1 now ste­
in grateful remembrance for the great beiieln 
which 1 have received at her hand, I make this vo­
luntary statement as due to her, as well as H 
direct the suffering to a trial of her remarkable 
skill in curing disease. Her examinations are won­
derfully and surprisingly correct ; and although s 
large majority of those who apply to her are m a 
situation similar to mine, having exhausted all the 
ordinary medical means, yet I am confident, even 
in those cases which seem apparently hopeless, her 
power and skill promise relief, and in many cases a 
perfect cure; and I further firmly believe the suc­
cess which has attended her extensive practice, biu 
not a parallel in the annals of medicine. In con­
clusion, I would say to all suffering sons anil 
daughters of humanity, “ go thou and do likewise?

■ „ EPHJUIM B. POriEB-
&ar{f<m, July 10,1855,
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SPIRIT POETRY.
Brown, of Detroit, in sending the fol- 
e spiritual Telegraph, writes : “ At a 
nr circle, last evening, (July 2,) I was 
,,1 impressed to repeat the following 
cv purport to come from E. A. Poe; 
!' linv deny this, Mr. Brown thinks, 

•I m admit the existence of an active-
• inspiration.

.. b.’ intilul realms of the day.
i -.ij Amiiv and dire,
.oi the terrible way 

lumidoni of fire.

For the Christ} an Spirt tn alfaf;

THE SPIRITUALISM OP THE PAST
AGES.

that word, so that when a child leaves the earth­
life, it is the highest wisdom to believe, it was un- 

; able to stay, and fill the offices of life, with any 
i pleasure to itself or benefit to others.

A little knowledge of the laws of life will correct 
this error, and make us understand the true eco­
nomy and harmony of Nature.

Brightly the sun of a clear cold December day 
shed its slant rays through the half-closed blinds of 
a sick room, glowing upon the rosy curtains, and 
playing in fantastic shape upon the carpet, but 
brought no gladness to the sorrowing hearts of the 
mourners there. A mother sat with bowed head and 
breaking heart by the bed-side of her darling first 
born son; and that dark-eyed little girl moved 
slowly about the room, gazing thoughtfully for a 
while into the bright, fire then kissing the pale 
cheek of her brother, and wondering “ how long 
he would sleep.” For hours he had lain with 
closed eyes and white lips and a breath so short 
and low that it scarce stirred the white cover.— 
The fever had left him, but nature was exhausted, 
and they told us that our Charlie must die.

Sunlight faded, and in the gray twilight we sat 
Watching the little one passing so gently from our 
circle. At last the eyes slowly opened, and a soft 
voice spoke the sweet words:

“ Mother, how long till summer time ?”
“ Six months, my darling.”
“ Then your Charlie will not see the flowers 

again. Don’t cry, mamma ; I must go pretty soon, 
but I wish I could see the flowers once more. AA'ill 
there be any in heaven ? Kiss me, mamma, cou­
sin Amy, good night, sweet sleep”—and Charlie 
was with the angels. Then we crossed his white 
hands over his still heart, and smoothed back the 
golden curls from his pure temples, and they laid 
our faded lily upon the stainless snow. Our boy 
was too frail and fair for earth, and God has taken 
him to a holier clime.

Yes, there are flowers in heaven, sweet child ; 
such flowers as thou. Their tender ] ,-tals cannot 
bear our wintry winds, so angels gathi ,• them, and 
they go to bloom in fadeless beauty in the garden 
of our Father in heaven.—Geneva Ca'-ri- r.

ignorant of the manner in which the ancient drums 
were made.

As to the power the Laps had of bequeathing 
the art to their children, by reference to the trials 
for witchcraft, it will be found the witches profess­
ed to have the same power to give Spirits to their 
children.

And as to the opinion that the Laps did not send 
a dart to those they would destroy, our author does 
not agree, for in Mr. Mather’s account of the In­
dians in Martha’s vineyard, has something similar, 
the Indian pawasos were wont to cut a piece of 
leather like an arrow head and tie a hair to it, when 
the devil snatched it away, and conveyed it to the 
bodies of persons to be afflicted, so also similar 
drums to those used by the Laps were used by the 
Western Indians. In this their magical practices 
seem to agree.

Claus Rudbeck in his atla/itica treats of the 
drums; and also the I’unick Almanac with which 
wonderful things were said to be done. He also 
says that the tympanum of the mother of the gods 
so celebrated in Greek and Latin authors, was but 
a copy of the Lapland tympanum conveyed to for­
eign parts by Disa, Iris and Diana. The ring and 
hammer are found on the left hand of Iris at Rome. 
The tympanum over the head of the goddess, and 
marks under her feet like those seen on the Lap­
land drums, and he says, that Iris, the daughter of 
Inachus, went into Egypt a little before the time of 
Moses, and taught the Egyptians incantations, and 
showed them the use of the hieroglyphical marks, 
with which art the Egyptian Magi afterwards con­
tended with Moses.

Our author adds, notwithstanding all the learn­
ing of Rubeck in respect to Thor’s hammer, he 
must yield to the opinion of Kircher.

In his obeliscus pamphilius, he says the Egyp­
tians in the character T. placed the whole idea 
of the pantomorphous nature by the circle or ring 
which they place on the top of it, by this they de­
noted the celestial orbs in which the Spirits of the 
world mixes itself, first communicating its virtue 
to them by the cross. They observed there were 
two motions appearing in the world, a straight and 
circular one; and citing Ficinus, lie says, the 
Egyptians preferred the figure of the cross before 
all others; and so great was their veneration for 
it, that they thought nothing could be done with­
out it, that it was a most powerful amulet, and a 
character made by a wonderful subtility of wit

Mr. Wafer in his history of the Isthmus of Da­
rien writes, the Indians have a power to know 
events to occur; that they enquired of the Indians 
when a ship would arrive, and that then after 
much noise, and ceremony, and beating a kind of 
drum, they at length got an answer, which said 
that on the tenth day, two ships would arrive, and 
on the morning of that day, we should hear two 
guns, first one, and then another, and that one of| 
our number would die soon after, and on going 
aboard we should lose one of our guns. All of 
which happened exactly as they predicted.

Mr. Peraud, in his Danncmolorjy, (1656) says, the 
devil causes witches sometimes to fall into ecsta- 
cies in the day time, so that they would seem 
dead, and then give them lively impressions of 
things; and they firmly believe they have done 

gives 
The Bailiff of Berne (1594) was 
clergyman, when the conversa- 
the possibility of witchcraft.
(To be continued.)

THE HEALING OF THE NATIONS. 
published by the society fob the “ Diffusion of 

spiritual knowledge.”
A New AVork on Spiritualism. Charles Linton, 

Medium. The work is beautifully electrotyped, 
contains 550 pages, octavo, and two splendid steel 
engravings—Mr. Linton and Gov. Tallmadge: 
latter has written an elaborate introduction 
appendix to the work.

The book is now ready for delivery, price $1 
postage 30 cents. Orders from the trade 
others will be attended to, by addressing 
Society for the Diffusion of Spiritual Knowledge, 
553 Broadway, N. Y.

Now received and for sale at the Office of The CHKrsnor 
SpmrruALiST, the following Works;_

LIDA’S TALES OF BUBAL HOME; A Collection of Sto­
ries for Children. By Emily Gay, Hopedale, Mass. A series o 
interesting tales for very small children. A package contain 
one copy of each series, 40 cents; postage 10 cents.

THE HISTORY OF THE ORIGIN OF ALL THINGS, 
Including the History of Man, from his creation to his finality, 
but not to his end. Written by God’s Holy Spirits, through an 
earthly medium. L. M. Arnold, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Price, 
$1 50; postage, 20 cents.

SPIEIT-INTEECOUESE: Containing Incidents of Persona 
Experience, while investigating the new Phenomena of Spirit 
Thought and Action; with various Spirit communications 
through himself as medium. By Herman Snow, late Unitarian 
Minister at Montague, Maas, Boston: Crosby, Nichols & Co. 
New York: C. 8. Francis & Co. 1S58.
EPITOME OF SPIRIT INTERCOURSE. By Alfred Cridge, 

of Canada, Writing Medium. Boston: Bela Marsh, No. 15 
Franklin street Price 871-2 cents.
SPIRIT VOICES: Odes dictated by Spirits of the Second 

Sphere, for the use of Harmonial Circles. E. C. Henck, me 
dium. Price 43 cents.

SPIBIT-WORKS; Real but not Miraculous. A lecture read 
at the City Hall, Roxbury, Maw., on the evening of September 
21,1S53. By Allen Putnam. Price 25 cents.

A LETTER to the Chestnut street Congregational Church, 
Chelsea, Mass., in reply to its charge of having become a re- 
Eroach to the cause of truth, in consequence of a change in re- 

gious belief By John S. Adams. u He answered and said . . 
. . One thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see. . . 
. . And they cast lflm out.” Let all Spiritualists who have be­

come released from the bonds of the churches read thi*  little 
book. Price 15 cents.

NEW TESTAMENT MIRACLES AND MODERN MIR­
ACLES. The comparative amount of evidence for each, the 
nature of both. Testimony of a Hundred witnesses. An Essay 
read before tbe Middle and Senior Classes in Cambridge Divin­
ity SchooL By J. H. Fowler. Price 30.

REVIEW OF THE CONCLUSION OF BEV. CHARLES 
BEECHER, Referring the Manifestations of the Present Time 
to the Agency of Evil Spirits. By John S. Adams. Price 6 
oents.

ANSWERS TO SEVENTEEN OBJECTIONS against Spir­
itual Intercourse, and Inquiries Relating to the Manifestations of 
the Present Time. By John S. Adams Price 25 cents; cloth, 
3S cents.

Since writing the above work the author has changed his 
views in regard to the Bible as the only revelation from God to 
man. In all other particulars his views are as therein laid down. 
The work has been well received by all classes, and the argu­
ments advanced have been considered worthy of the careful 
consideration of all men of thought All sectarianism is avoid­
ed; no doctrinal opinions are introduced; but the “answers” 
rest on the fundamental truths of scriptural revelation and un­
disputed facts.

FAAfTDIAE SPIRITS AND SPIRITUAL MANIFESTA­
TIONS. Being a series of articles by *‘E. P.” supposed to be 
Enoch Pond, Professor in the Bangor Theological Seminary. 
Together with a Reply by Veripbilos Credens. Price 15 cts.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF CREATION. Unfolding the 
Laws of the Progressive Development of Nature, and embra­
cing the Philosophy of Man, Spirit and the Spirit-World, by 
Thos. Paine. Through the han4 of Horace G. Wood, medium.

AN EXPOSITION of Views respecting the principal facts- 
causes and peculiarities involved in Spirit-Manifestations. To 
gether with interesting phenomena, statements, and communi.: 
cations. Bv Adin Ballou. Price 50 cents: in cloth, 75 cents.Free Thoughts concerning religion, or Na­
ture versus Theology. By Andrew Jackson Davis. The name 
of tbe author is a sufficient inducement to all interested in Spir­
itualism and its teachings to purchase and re3d the work. Price 
15 cts.

A RIVULET FROM THE OCEAN OF LIFE, an Authentic 
and Interesting Narrative of the Advancement of a Spirit from 
Darkness to Light. Proving by an actual instance, the influ­
ence of man on earth over the departed. With introductory 
and incidental remarks. By J. S. * ’ “ ™
Price 25 cts.

THE SPIRIT MINSTREL. A 
Music for tbe use of Spiritualists,'in 
meetings. By J. B. Packard and 
cents.

In addition to the above, may be found, at tbe Society's Rooms 
the following publications by” Messrs. Fowlers and Wells. In 
order to accommodate those residing at a distance, we give tbe 
price of each work with the postage added. The postage will 
be pre-paid at the New-York Post-Office. By pre-paying post­
age in advance, fifty per cent, is saved to the purchaser. All 
letters containing orders should be post-paid.

PHYSIOLOGY OF DIGESTION. The Principles of Diet­
etics. Bv A. Combe, M. D.; 30 cts.

MACROCOSM AND MICROCOSM: or, the Universe 
Without and tbe Universe Within. By Wm. Fishbough. A 
Scientific Work; 62 cts.

THE RELIGION OF MANHOOD, or the Ago of Thought. 
An excellent work. By Dr. J. H. Robinson. Price in paper 
cent.*;  in cloth, 75 cents.

MENTAL ALCHEMY; a Treatise on the Mind and Ner­
vous System. By B. B. Williams ; 62 cts.

Any or all of the above works may be sent by mail to pur­
chasers. on receipt of the price as above marked. Orders from 
our friends at a distance will be attended to promptly as soon as 
received.

PHILOSOPHY OF ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, in 
Twelve Lectures. Bv Dr. J. B. Dods; C2 cts.

COMBE'S LECTURES ON PHRENOLOGY. A complete 
course. Bound in muslin, $1 25.

CONSTITUTION OF MAN. By G. Combe. Authorized 
edition; paper, 62 eta.

PSYCHOLOGY; or, the Science of the Soul. By Haddock 
RELIGION, NATURAL AND REVEALED; or, the na­

tural Theology and Moral Beanngs of Phrenology; 25 cts.
PARENTS' GUIDE, and Child-birth Made Easy. By Mrs. 

H. Pendleton; 60 cts.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF SPECIAL 1 T.OVIDENCES. A 

a ision. By A. J. Davis. Price 15 cents.
COMBE'S PHYSIOLOGY, Applied to the Improvement of 

Mental and Physical Education ; 62 cts.
Books not oh our list will be procured and forwarded at the 

regular retail price. 8

GENII, D -E SI O N S , SPIRITS.

NO. X.

PFJICEPTiOS HEX irAVE HAD OF SPIR­
ITS DY MAGICAL PRACTICE.

Ludovicus Capello, in his isork, “The Hinge of 
Faith,” endeavors to prove the existence of the 
Deity from wizards, magicians and enchanters, and 
from all heathen idolatries and superstitions, he 
writes : “ The experience of our days, and of all 
ages, aver, and which ancient and modern history 
confirms, Heathen as well as Christian, that there 
hat e been at all times in the world, witches,' magi­
cians, enchanters and uiviners, and such wicked 
people who have communion with’devils, by whose 
help they do many wonderful things above the 
power of all human wisdom, all of which infers 
they proceed lrom such a supernatural and imma­
terial cause as Diumons are. The laws promul­
gated 63- all states, Jewish, Pagan and Christian, 
give an evidence uf this. The curiosity of persons 
resorting to know and see such things, confirm it 
lhe writings of the Greeks and Romans are full of 
such records, and man must utterly renounce his 
reason before such testimonies are rejected, and 
which are sufficient in evidence to induce belief in 
such averments.”

“If there be witches, Ae., it necessarily’ follows 
there are Dmmons, by whose help the results are 
wrought. Now it also follows, if there are Daemons, 
there is also a Deity, who is above, and restrains 
them, so that they shall not overthrow all things 
by their might. The profession of magical arts has 
been countenanced by some universities. The dis­
tinctions of black and white magic, invented by the 
sects of Plato and Pythagoras, by which a way was 
found to render subject the good Dmmons, and 
which, from them, part to the Jewish Cabalists, 
and from them to the Christians, are incontrovert­
ible arguments that there are both magicians and 
Daimons. And in the records of northern coun­
tries and the Indies, there is scarcely one which 
has not its familiar Spirit or Dx-inon.”

Shefferus, professor of law at Upsal, Sweden, in 
his history of Lapland, (1674) has a chapter con­
cerning the magical ceremonies of the Laps. He 
says : “ It is notorious that the Laplanders arc ad­
dicted to magic, ar.d this is no less verified of the 
Biarmi, tlieir predecessors. So the inference is, 
they’ have descended from tbe same origin. The 
Biarmi were so expert that they could by looks or 
words bewitch men so as to deprive them of the 
use of their limbs, or deprive them of the use of 
their reason, (Psychology) and they profess the 
knowledge of such things is necessary to their se­
curity, and they have consequently teachers and 
professors of the science, and parents bequeath to 
tlieir children ns the greater part of their estate, 
those Spirits and Dmmons who have been service­
able to them ; and this bequeathing they suppose 
to be the only’ means of raising their families. So 
they exeel according as is the largeness of the le­
gacies they receive. Each house has its familiar 
differing from others. Single persons also have 
peculiar Spirits, one or more. AVhilst there are 
other Spirits who will not engage themselves, but 
upon earnest entreaty, whilst others will offer their 
services to children whom they find fit to do their 
turn. The devil appears to the person he chooses, 
in all shapes, so that they become perfect in ma­
gical arts, and without the drum, that they can see 
at great distances, (Clairvoyance) and are so pos­
sessed by the devil that they see against their will. 
A Lap., Sheti’erus says, once came and brought j 
him his drum, and said, with tears, although he 
should not make another, he should vet see the 
same visions, lie then gave me, on my requesting 
him, a particular relation of all the things which ( 
had happened to me on my journey to Lapland.” j 

Their magic art accords with the instruments 
they use, one part of which belongs to the drum, 
other parts to knots, parts, spells, conjurations, &c. ( 
The drum is a hollow piece of wood of pine, fir, ; 
or birch, growing in particular places, and turning ( 
according to the sun’s course, which they think j 
therefore very acceptable to him. The sun they ( 
worship as the god Thor. They choose the root, ( 
cleave it asunder, hollow it on one side, over which ( 
tlic-y stretch a skin, in the other side they make ( 
two holes for their fingers to hold it. It is like a , 
kettle drum, but not so round or so hollow. The j 
skin is fastened with wooden pegs, and sewn with 
reindeer's sinews. .Several pictures are painted on 
it in red, and stained with the balk of an alder 
tree. They put a bunch of brass rings on the drum 
when they beat it. “ A drum, to fit it for use, re­
quires an index and a hammer. The first shows 
among the pictures, the things they enquire for, 
and the hammer is to beat the drum. The index, 

For which is tlie bunch of rings, is variously formed in 
various shapes, square, or round, or triangular, 
and made of metal or bone. The hammer is made 
of reindeer's horn” The Finlaps also use a drum. 
“ There arc three things they believe can be effect­
ed by the drum ; matters belonging to their hunt­
ing, their sacred affairs, and enquiries into distant 
things. Another writer mentions four things, viz : 
the state affairs in foreign countries, what success 
designs in hand will meet with, how to cure dis­
eases, and what sacrifices their gods will accept, 
and what beast he most likes. Persons consulting, 
paj’ a piece of silver money or a linen garment.’’

John Felling, a German agent, consulted a Fin­
lander about his master in Germany’. The Fin­
lander presently’ began to reel like a drunken man, 
and fell upon the floor, and there he lay as if dead, 
when starting up suddenly, he related circum­
stances which were afterwards found to agree with 
the facts.

Claus Magnus describes the ceremony as fol­
lows: The drummer goes into a private room, ac­
companied by’ one person besides his wife, beating 
the drum and moving the index, muttering at the 
same’time charms. He then fell into an extacy in 
which lie lays in a short time, his companions keep­
ing off any flies or other animals in the room. Dur­
ing the extacy, his soul goes to the place where the 
enquiry is to be made, and brings back some token 
that the mission has been performed. Then rising 
up, lie relates all the circumstances of the business 
enquired for.

Petrus Claudius makes no mention of the drum, 
charms, or company’, lie casts himself, he says, 
on the ground, grows black in the face, and lies as 
dead for an hour or two, and then awakes, and 
gives his account.

The chord tied with knots is for raising the wind ; 
those skilled in this art have command over the 
winds which blew at their birth.

Magical darts are made of lead, with these, re­
venge is executed on enemies.

The tyre is a round ball, about the size of a wal­
nut, made of fine hair or moss, so smooth and 
light that it seems hollow.
of yellow, green, and ash. Yellow predominant, 
with this, the possessor can injure whom he pleases.

Since the introduction of Christianity among 
them, the magic art died, and the Laps arc now
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SUPPLIED THE INTELLIGENCE?
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.•na of sjci itism, the more thoroughly am I 

that OIU- friends with whom we once 
■ ■.■aet conver.-c, and transacted the ordin- 

.i! - ,1 iil'e, are permitted to return and 
rm of consolation and heal tbe wounds 

I , ii- eate Spirits, for the positive evi- 
. , t. u- of another and better life, its 

I I -ant-> "t'.-traiieth us to rejoice ever- 
iimpvtikable.

_ a. 1 .,t uiv investigations, I have en- 
. cr-.id -tti' tly agiiiiat imposition, (sup-

:. mir.-im.-o as man" do, that persons
■ t:.. c1111:ih'i111ieatioiis come from Spirits 
do; on.) at the same time earnestly 

ill 1-r ti Util’s cake, and to this end, 
i■■u- time> and places, pursued various 
.-tliiz the identity of the Spirit comma- 
in- in particular, I wish to lay before

m a- tlic tc-.-t given on that occasion
■ be- ii;-m ating. The communication 

I in-1 a,, were given through Mrs. Kel- 
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given names of four of my deceased 
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■ vidence of the reality of Spirit-intercourse

AGENTS.
The Christian Spiritualist, the Healing of 

the Nations, and other Spiritual works and pub­
lications, are kept on sale by the following named 
persons, who are authorized to receive subscrip­
tions :

Dexter & Brother, 14 and 16 Ann-st, New 
York.

Abbe <t Yates, 25 Ann-st., New York.
Bela Marsh, 15 Franklin st., Boston, Mass. 
Samuel Barry, 221 Arch st., Philadelphia, Pa.
Mls. E. S. French, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Jonathan Koons, Mil£eld, Athens Co., Ohio. 
Geo. BvitcnELL, AVilliamsburgh, N. Y.

KESIBEXCES OF MEDIUMS.
J. B. Conklin, 134 Canal st.
Mrs. Jennie E. Kellogg, G25 Broadway.
Mrs. Anna L. Brown, 1 Ludlow Place, corner 

Houston and Sullivan sts.
Mrs. Coan, No. 5, Hayward Place, Boston. 
C. Hughes, 236 Grand st., corner of Bowery. 
Miss Seabring, 571 Broadway.

of

Tie
'Ii mortal.-, is rapidly accumulating to nay mind, 
■t after test is given of such unmistakable char- 
t'T, tiiat I cannot as a reasonable and candid per­
il, duubt fol- one moment, the phenomenon, and 
n in my humble judgment ascribe it to no other 

: , than that which it purports to be. Not 
:r,g able to deny the senses, which God in his 
4 a has given me for my guide, I willingly con- 

>s my sell a Spiritualist.
Yours In Truth,

AD.5 Yw'Z, Aug. 2,1S55.
S. B. H.

At times Life 
or fleeing phantom to conscious memory given, as 
the lessening years roll round. Its childhood’s 
early morn was bright and joyous, spanning future 
years with Hope’s enchanting ideal bow of promise. 
Then it was that Life seemed earnest—real; and 
the cup of bliss it pressed on thought and lip, was I 
happiness without alloy. Then it was that o'er the | 
senses yielding, plastic touch, in conscious trust, j 
the impress of gjerpetual joy on earth was given, 
o’erarcliing all with the Sylvan hues of a golden 
sunset even. But as time fled on, and on the 
thoughtful brow experience traced in furrowed 
lines its grown impress, how was the mystic spel 
of Hope’s early promise by disappointments jarring 
discord riven ! One by one, the watch-lights of our 
early seeming in sorrow’s surging sea were quench­
ed. Then night’s dark pall the golden memory of 
early life o’ershadowed. Then came manhood’s 
rugged school in which was taught, by more ma­
ture wisdom, Life’s true lesson ; while the ideal 
earth-life heaven, like an enchanter’s tale, into ob­
livion’s forgetfulness by it was driven. All now is 
darkness—mystery. Nought now remains but ear­
nest conflict fraught with Earth’s cankering cares j 
ai d disappointments consuming sorrow. These the j 
legacy, the present from the early past inherits. ■ 
And oh, how deep in mystery seems one’s being ■ 
shrowded now ! |

Man ! the wanderous being man ! irho and what ’ 
is he? Whence came he? Whither bound?—j 
This is what he yearns to know. The years pass | 
on. At length the wanderous scroll on which his 
being’s mystery is written, revealing infinite wis­
dom and design, unto his consciousness is given,— 
the key that unlocks the portals of tlie realms of 
death, while to the wandering Spirits inward sense, 
the veil is lifted that hides the iife to be—the state 
immortal. From the understanding, the mists of 
error flee away, and from the eye, the scales of 
ignorance and darkness fall, while to his inner con­
sciousness the light and truth is given, to guide his 
erring footsteps to the Spirits’ heaven; and thus 
in harmony with perfect laws, bis onward progress 
to perfection’s goal is quickened. How changed 
life’s seeming now! Its early morn with joys and 
happiness replete, soon shadowed o’er by earth’s 
contending conflicts, a rudimental school is found 
to be ; while the precepts which experience taught, 
were but the needful footprints on the sands of 
time along progressions upward mount. Profound 
the teachings frought in life’s swift passing years, 
to him who has the perception given to profit by 
the lessons that the soul’s true culture needeth I — 
Such the means the Father-Spirit employs to draw 
His erring children to Himself. ’Tis only through 
consuming fires the chastened Spirit yieldeth up 
its inward life, and incense unto God the Father ;

1 and thus is its growth perfected, fit meet for light, 
and’sociate joys that angels of immortal spheres 
inherit. Thus is fulfilled man’s wanderous beings, 
and in unison with love and wisdom from the Fath- 

1 er given, the only way that leads the weary pilgrim 
through earth’s woes, home to his native heaven.

Returning Wanderer.

MANIFESTATIONS IN BUFFALO.
The following, which we clip from the Buffalo 

Republic, is as marvelous as anything we have 
heard of, whether at Koon’s or elsewhere.

Buffalo has already been favored with very won­
derful demonstrations of Spirit power; and if these 
manifestations continue, we shall expect to hear of 
numerous conversions to the facts and faith of Spi­
ritualism.

“Mr. Davenport has a room on Main street, 
next below the corner of South Division street, 
in the upper part of the building. This room is 
is about 12 feet high in the clear. In the room is 
a circular table made of hard wood, screwed to­
gether in a very solid manner. This with a com­
mon pine table and a few chairs constitute the fur­
niture of the room. Mr. D., his two sons and a 
daughter are mediums for Spiritual communica­
tions, the boys being the principal mediums through 
which the Spirits operate. After sitting at the 
table for a few moments a signal is given for the 
company to retire from the table and join hands in 
a circle, leaving only the boys at the table. Two 
violins, a tamborine and a bell are placed on the 
table; the mediums' arms are then tied to the 
backs of the chairs, and the room darkened. In a 
moment the violins are taken up and pass around 
tbe room, the strings being fingered as they go 
round. The bell is rung at the same time, at an 
elevation some feet above the heads of the audience; 
the tamborine is shook in mid air, occasionally 
coming down to the table and rapping on it with a 
great noise, as likewise the violins. "While this is 
going on, hats, caps and bonnets are scattered pro­
miscuously among the audience, and various per­
sons are touched with hands as palpably as if a 
material hand had been laid on them; lights are 
shown in different parts of the room ; water is 
sprinkled in profusion in the faces and on the per­
sons of the visitors, while there is no water in the 
room ; strange and unnatural voices are heard, and 
finally one of the boys is taken up to the ceiling, 
where he makes a red mark, and while up there 
speaks to let them know where he is. These and 
many other strange and wonderful things are en­
acted in this room, and a promise has been given 
that still greater demonstrations of this most strange 
phenomena are to be developed in a short time.”
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ROUTES TO BOSTON.

As Summer is the season for travel, we wish to 
remind so many of our readers as may be going 
East, or feel inclined to enjoy the pleasures of that 
kind of pastime or recreation, that the Fall River 
steamboats are not only the safest, but that route 
through, from New York to Boston, the lest for all 
persons, who wish to enjoy the luxury of sleep 
while on the “ deep deep sea.”

The steamboats “ Empire State” and “ Bay 
State” leave Pier No. 3 North River for Newport 
and Fall River, on alternating days, at 5 o'clock, 
P. M. We have travelled by this line for some 
years whenever we have had occasion to go to or 
return from the East, and we are happy in being able 
to speak in unqualified approbation ef tbe general 
management and conduct of the commanding and 
responsible officers.

In leaving New York at 5 o’clock, there is a fine- 
opportunity for seeing the surroundings of the city, 
and observing the scenery, as deep twilight does 
not cume this season of the year, until near eight 
o’clock. Before this time, however, supper is serv­
ed, for such as choose to eat. After which, sing­
ing, reading, and conversation enters into the 
make upi uf the evening, and so much resembles 
“ hume scenes,” that were it not for the tremulous 
motion of the boat, resulting from the work of the 
e igine, few would imagine they were “afloat on 
the deep rolling tide.” Those at all familiar with 
tbe motions of the beat, will have no difficulty in 
enjoying a good sleep, as the boat does not arrive 
at Fall River until after four o’clock. A short ride 
of two hours in the cars takes you to Boston in 
time for an early breakfast, giving you a whole 
day, should it be necessary to return by the same 
route in the evening. We recommend the route, 
therefore, for safety, convenience and despatch.
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OUJ N E S or LECT
ON THE NEUROLOGICAL SYSTEM

ANTHROPOLOGY,
By J . R . B u c ii a n a n , M .

In Four Parts.—Part 1, Phrenology—Part 2, Cerebral Physio­
logy—Part 3, Pathognomy—Part 4, Sarcognomy. With nu­
merous original engravings. Price, $2.

.Language of ike Ere&s.
“The Look before us is certainly indicative of great ability 

and industry, no less than of sincerity on the part cf the au­
thor.”—Svrtk Atnc-rican. Ecvitu:.

“ Having been a student of Phrenology fur twenty years, and 
having made a critical acquaintance with the comparative 
merits of this most interesting science, as developed by Gail, 
modified by Spurzheim, and further modified by Buchanan, we 
feel competent to pronounce both as to the value of Phrenology 
in general, and the changes made by Dr. Buchanan in particu 
lur? And we have no hesitation in asserting the great superior­
ity of tlie form in which it is presented by Dr. Buchanan, . 
whether we regard its practical accuracy, or its philosophical 
excellence.”—Anif-i-lcait. Magazine of Ui;ma.opathy.

-Buchanan’s Anthropology is the first thing we have seen, 
since the death of Gall and Spurzhuim, which evinces a capa­
city for undertaking the completion of their unfinished work. 
* *»  * But, perhaps, we have said enough to show that a new 
teacher, a profound thinker, is addressing tbe age, and is de­
stined to make a deep impression if not upon, all bis cotempora- 
rius. at least upon the foremost thinkers of tbe times.”— 
Scalpel.

" The author has long been known as a distinguished Profes­
sor of Physiology, whose name is identified with one of tbe 
most remarkable discoveries of tbe age, tbe impressibility of 
tbe brain. * * We are confident Buchanan's Anthropology 
will soon supercede tbe fragmentary systems of Gall and bpurz- 
beim, tbe Metaphysicians and Phrenologists.”—Times.

u We are certainly of the opinion that Dr. Buchanan is a 
much abler Physiologist and Anthropologist than Dr. Walker, 
of England.”—Democratic Transcript.

“ Dr. Buchanan is the author or discoverer of a new theory of 
Phrenology, and bis system appears more consistent and ra­
tional than those which have preceded it. Posterity will assign 
him a place by tbe side cf Gull, Spurzheim, and other great re­formers of the past.”—Olean Journal.

“Beyond all doubt, it is a most extraordinary work, exhibit­
ing the working of a mind of no common stamp. Close students 
and hard thinkers will find it a rich treat—a deep and rich mine 
of thought.”— Gospel Herald.

“ It supplies the deficiencies in the Phrenological system of 
Gall and Spurzbeiui, and blends Phrenology and Physiognomy 
into one compact science?'—LouLtville Journal.

For $2, remitted by mail, the work will be sent, post 
paid, to any part of the United States.

BUCII ANAX’SJOURNAL OF MAN
One Dollar Ter Annum in Advance—S2 pages, Monthly.

Dr. J. R. Bcuhanan, Editor and Proprietor, Cincinnati.
Vol. V. for 1S55.—Terms: One dollar sent to tbe editor, at 

bis risk, ensures a copy for one year. To clubs of ten, it will be 
sent fur seven dollars fro clubs of twenty, for twelve dollars.

Language of the Press.
This Journal has becu received with enthusiastic approbation 

bv its readers throughout the United States. Tbe following are 
specimens of tbe language of the Press generally:—

“ This sterling publication is always welcome to our table. 
Many of its articles evince marked ability and striking origi- 
nalitv?'—Sativnal Era.

“ Perhaps no Journal published in the world is so fur in ad­
vance of tbe age?'—Plain- Dealer.

“ It is impos.-ible to peruse this work without becoming inte­
rested in tbe subject which it treats.”—Marquette Mercury.

“It possesses wore originality than any other work with 
which we are acquainted."— Wcfl-yi’Hle Herald.

“After a thorough perusal of its pages, wc- unhesitatingly 
pronounce it one of the ablest publications in America?'— 
Drandon Po^t.

“Dr. Buchanan is one of the must profound men in our 
cuuntrv?'—Clarketvllle Jefcrsonian.

“ We are a skeptic iu Phrenology, Biology. Mesmerism, Psy­
chology etc., yet to bear these uubjects discussed by ordinary 
men, arid then to rend Buchanan, there is as much difference as 
in listening to a novice performing on a piano, and then to a 
Chevalier Gluck or aTbalbcrg.”—Dem, Transcript.

“His discoveries in Phrenology have done much to render 
tbe science demonstrable and lucid, and entitle him to be rank­
ed with the founders of that noble science, Gall aud Spurzheim?' 
—Beardetiacn Gazette.Agent*  Wanted.—Agents for the Journal of Man and Buch 
anan's Anthropology, will receive unusually liberal terms. Ad­
dress tbe Editor, Cincinnati.

A GIANT IN THE FIELD.

Its color is a mixture

WILL THERE BE FLOWERS IN HEAVEN, 
MAMMA?

The sentiment and affection conveyed in the fol­
lowing, will be appreciated by all, who have been 
called to mourn the too early departure of the 
young and loving Spirit from the earth-life, but 
there is much erronious and injurious theology as­
sociated with the idea that God *•  tales little chil­
dren,” that needs to be corrected. The economy of 
Heaven does not need, nor does the providence of 

I God call for any one in the common acceptance o.

I
I
i

Spirit ita/Us will phuf d/'aic near
And Zen'! a lldeiiing rar.

ANDHEW JACKSON DAVIS, and the men of his kidney, 
met in open field and driven back, not with the weapons of 
blackguardism and abuse, but by the more potent and ponder­
able blows of the logician and the man of science.

PRESIDENT MAHAN, OF OHIO,
one of the giant intellects of this age, has been preparing, with 
great research and care, a work such as has never yet been of­
fered to the world, in which he meets and explains scientifically 
and completely, all the well attested facts of the Spiritualists. 
The learned men of the Bost and the West, who have been so 
much perplexed with facts which they have been unable to ex­
plain, are satisfied that Dr. Mahan has settled the Gordton knot. 
'The title of the wora is

MODERN MYSTERIES EXPLAINED I
This great work, which will stir the waters to a foam, both 

here and in Europe, will be published by us on MONDAY, 
August 6th. Price $1.

Earlv orders from the trade solicited.
JOHN P. JEWETT A- CO., 

Publishers. Boston.
JEWETT, PROCTOR & WORTHINGTON. 

Cleveland, Ohio.

GREAT MASS MEETING OF THE FRIENDS 
OF HUMAN PROGRESS.

A meeting of the Friends of Human Progress 
will be held in AVavekly, on the l'Jth of August, to 
continue for three days, and as much longer as 
may be deemed advisable. A Committee of Ar­
rangements has been appointed to secure accom­
modations for all who may be in attendance from 
abroad. Eminent speakers have been secured to 
address the audience.

Friends of Human Progress I—ye who hail with 
rejoicing every indication of the ascendancy of Re­
form in Religion, Philosophy, Social and Industrial 
Life—all who labor for the advancement of Truth 
and the overthrow of Error—come up to this con­
vocation of co-laborers with you. The homes and 
the hearts of good men will welcome you with re­
joicings.

Mrs. E. Hanford,
Airs. L. A. Hollenbeck,
Mrs. Rice,
Mrs. A. Edgecombe,
A Rice,
R. Hollenbeck, 
AVm. Peck, 

Waverly, July 12, 1855. 
Had the committee been more definite in their 

designation of the place of meeting, it would have 
helped progress, for there are many AA'aveklies in 
the United States, and we are at a loss to say 
which one is the AVaverly. Probably, however, it 
is AVaverly, Tioga county, in the western part of 
New York. ,

THE GREAT PIANO & MUSIC ESTABLISHMENT OF 
HORACE WATERS,

NO. 333 BROADWAY.
The largest assortment of Pianos, Melodeons, and Music Mer­

chandise of all kinds, in the United States; over 100 Pianos and 
Melodeons, of every variety of style, from the plainest finish, for 
schools or club rooms, to those of the most elegant and chaste 
workmanship, from the different manufactories, are constantly 
on exhibition in the extensive warerooms of this house. Among 
them are T. Gilbert A Co.’s celebrated Premium Pianos, with 
iron frames and circular scales, with or without the ^Eolian. 
Horace Waters' modern improved Pianos, having in the im­
provement of over-strings, and in improved action a length of 
scale and power of tone equal to the Grand Pianos, with the 
sweetness of the famed JEoliau united to the beauty and dura­
bility of the Square Pianos. S. D. A II. W. Smith's Melodeons 
tune'd, the equal temperament to which, was recently awarded 
the first premium at the National Fair, held at Washington, D.C. 
Each Instrument guaranteed, aud sold at prices which defy com­
petition. New Pianos to rent. Music at reduced prices. nl 3m

TO THE AFFLICTED.
THE sstonisliinz cures that have been performed "by MliS. 

METTLER'S XLEDICINE, of Ilar’Ji.rL Conn., and those of 
MRS. FRENCH, of Pittsburgh, Pa-, rvhen all remedies have 
failed, and tbe patients siren up by their respective physicians 
as boneless and attested by thousands upon thousands, to whom 
relief has been afforded. Both these ladies are Clairvoyants, 
and while in that state the Medicines are prepared. The various 
ingredients of which their Medicines are composed are all from 
tlie Vegetable kingdom. It is but faint praise to say that of all 
tbe numerous specifics that have been prepared for all the dis­
eases that the human system is subject to. none have been so 
universally successful as the Medicines prepared by these two 
ladies.

Sold by SAMUEL BARRY. Sole Agent, Periodical Book 
Store, No. 221 ARCH STREET, Philadelphia. 3t

Adams of Chelsea, Mass, 
collection of Hymns and 
their churches and public 
J. S. Loveland. I’rice 25
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A MONTHLY PERIODICAL
TO BE CAIXED

Containing a record of facts in Spiritual Intercourse, chiefly de­
rived from Circles held by J. B. Conklin, Medium, 542 Broad- 
wav, New York.

This enterprise is undertaken at the urgent solicitation of 
some Spirit Feiends of tbe medium, who desire in this way 
to provide means whereby he may give tbe greater part of his 
time to Free Public Circles, fur the benefix-of the needy and 
afflicted; where, (to use the language of a communication on the 
subject) “ the poor hungry soul may receive tbe balm that will 
heal tbe wounded Spirit, without money and without price.”

Tbe Paper will be sold by the publishers and agents at Six 
Cents per Copy, or left at the residences of Subscribers fur One 
Doliar per annum, payable in advance.

The labors of the Editor will be given gratuitously ; and he 
has advanced tbe funds required to secure uniformity of type 
and paper in tbe successive issues of the Periodical.

The support of the friends of Spiritualism is earnestly invit­
ed ; and it is hoped that the purpose avowed, and tbe merits ot 
the little publication, will alike commend it to their general 
support.

Subscribers will please to forward names, addresses and sub­
scriptions, to Messrs. Partridge A Brittan, Publishers, No. 800 
Broadway, or to J. B. Conklin, 542 Broadway, New York.

The usual allowance to the trade. 47
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PSYCHOMETERICAL DELINEATIONS OF CHA­
RACTER.

To read the character ef persons by holding the handwriting 
to the forehead, is a gift which may be employed iu numerous 
instances for tbe promotion of good, and to prevent fraud and 
imposition upon the unwary.

Cases are of constant occurrence, in the business of life, where 
a previous knowledge of character would not only save much 
trouble, vexation and pecuniary loss, but would often prevent 
the most ruinous consequences.

In order to obtain a delineation of character of any one, noth 
inc more is required than to possess a specimen of their hand­
writing, (it may be a letter, note or any other document.) This 
must be enclosed in a blank envelop, taking care that there be 
no other writing, either upon tbe envelop or the enclose, let ii 
be carefullv sealed up, put into an outer envelop, and directed 
to Dr. CflASE, corner of Greene and Seventeenth-street., 
Philadelphia; which may be delivered personally, or sent thro' 
Blood’s Despatch ; in the latter case, a fee of $2 is expected to 
be enclosed. Persons residing in the country, at any distance, 
should write by mail, post-paid, conforming to the directions as 
above given.

Examinations for Disease will also be made, with diagnosis 
and prescription. A lock of hair or handwriting should be en­
closed in an envelop when the patient cannot attend person­
ally. 11—tf

SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.
C. HUGHES, MEDIUM FOR TEST PERSONATIONS, 

by which the actual presence of the departed can be realized. 
Examinations and Prescriptions for Diseases, Believing, and 
Healing, by laying on hands, almost instantaneously. Also, 
Developing Medium, maybe seen at his office, No. 236 GRAND 
STREET, corner of Bowery, N, T.

Circles for Development meet on Tuesday and Friday 
Evenings at half-past 7 o’clock. v2 4t

DR. DAVID WILLCOCKS,
42-1 Broome Street,

Clairvoyant. Speaking, and Tipping Medium. Examinations 
made and Prescriptions given for Diseases. Office hours from 
9 to 12 A. M., and from 2 to 5 P. M. jy 2S-4t$

I)K. RICARDO
Is ready to give lessons in modem Languages at the Ilarlem 
Ac&deniy, 120tb-street, near 3d Avenue. Young gentlemen and 
ladies from the neighboring conntry, disposed to learn during 
the day, or in the evening classes, may come and trust with full 
confidence in Dr. Ricardo as a practical teacher. Terms by 
agreement; but very moderate. Please to address, Mr. fitArtU 
Director of the Harlem Academy. 5

REMOVAL.
MRS. ANN LEAH BROWN, of the Fox family, 'will re­

move on the 1st of May from No. 64 East FilYeenth-street, to 
No. 1 Ludlow Dace, corner of Houston and Sullivan streets.

Public Ciecles every Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, 
commencing at S o'clock.

Private Circles every day and evening, except as above 
may be engaged by parties for private investigations.

Justus C. Lyons, 
Hiram Thomas, 
Henry Lyons, 
F. Lyons, 
George Edgecombe, 
M. Royal, 

Committee of Arrangements.

J. M. BARNES,
Publisher of tlie Lockport Weekly Messenger, a family paper, 

independent on all subjects, devoted to Spiritual and Anti­
Slavery principles, $1.5(1 per year in advance.

Also, dealer in Books and Stationery of all kinds, (Spiritual, 
Anti-Slavery, and Liberal Books.) and can supply tbe country 
trade, both at wholesale and retail, at New York prices, and 
will send by mail any Book, by remitting tbe publisher’s 
price fur the book and postage.

Lockport, Eric County, Pa.

A. C. STILES, M. D„
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON, BRIDGEPORT, Conn.— 

The sick attended at all hours of day or night. No mineral 
poisons used.

Dr. S. is developed as a Clairvoyant Medium, and can per­
fectly describe the locale of disease, also the feelings of the pa­
tient. Those who cannot personally visit him, can forwards 
lock of their hair. Letters on private matters strictly attended 
to. Consultation fee, $1. Consultation and prescription, $-•

SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.
MRS WISE bogs leave to announce to the public that she 

has opened her Rooms for tbe INVESTIGATION OF SPI­
RITS, aS a Rapping and Writing Medium, at No. 653 BROAD­
WAY. _ r

Hours—From 10 a, m. to 1 p. from 8 to 5 f. m., and from 
7 to 9 f. -M., every day and evening.

Admission 50 cc-dU. v2 tf

SPIRIT MEDIUM.
■Mr.?. Kellogg receives visitors for investigating the Spirit 

Manifestations daily, Sundays excepted. Her attendance with 
Private Circles at her Rooms, 625 Broadway, may be secured by 
previous engagement.

Hours, unless enuaged for Private Circles, 9 to 12 M., 2 to 5, 
and 7 to 9 P. M. Friday and Saturday evenings engaged for the 
present. No sittings on Wednesday after 12 M. 47

HOME FOR SPIRITUALISTS,
NEAR UNION SQUARE, in a honse with all the modern 

improvements—bath, gas, range, Ac. Two or four rooms to 
let, with board. Also, an Oflice in the basement, suitable for a 
Physician, Mesmeric, or Clairvoyant. Inquire of

D. G. TA f LOR,
At 145 West lCth'street, near 8th avenue.

SPIRITUALISTS’ HOME.

BY Dli. H. F. GARDNER.
Corner of Harrison Avenue and Bcacli-«to 

BOSTON. U
SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.

MISS SEABRING, the well-known Test Medium, assisted by 
Two excellent Mediums, will hold Circles for Investigation, 

Iat 571 Broadway. Developing Circles on Mondays, at 8 rac, 
also on Tuesday and Friday evenings, from 7 to 9. Teet Circle*  
•vary A&y, from 10 to 12,8 to 5, and 7 to 9.

n. r. aAEDireE,



'From the Liberator.

WATCHINC ANGELS.
Wrapped in the silence of the brooding night, 

The mortal, on his pillow calmly sleeping,
Sees not the Land of angels, clad in light, 

Around his couch their tireless vigil keening. 
Perchance his thought flies wildly high ana far, 

A ihousand shadowy forms his sense deceiving, 
Butin the woof of all his fancy there,

A golden thread that angel-band are wi’.'tving.

Perchance the slumberer feels intrusive care— 
Deep in his heart some lomzin^ wish is waking;

Perchance his soul is droojdng in despair, 
His o’ertasked heart bmieaili its burden breaking.

But there the anunds shed the liffht of love,, 
The dark cloud now no more is mantled o er him \ 

lie sees the la.kh-r reach him from above,
Ami sees the angels who to heaven restore him. 

Huplv tlie slumberer in a (ever dream
Sukers unconscious, ever restless turning, 

SVIiilo llirougi. his veins the life-supporting stream 
Courses ih liquul tire, its channels burning. 

Then are th<- viewless hands laid on his brow, 
The pure lite-essence in bis frame distilling, 

Coursing its every favored part—and now
The temple of the soul with pleasure tilling.

Hut most ot the w,-Helling angels guide the thought— 
If in the mortal's heart be wrong or error,

Soon by the pure ami viewless influence taught, 
lie sees bis wrong as in a magic mirror.

lie sees the end where leads bis tortuous path, 
its darkness and its danger, and. awaking, 

He finds within his soul a holier faith,
And turns with willing heart, his sin forsaking. 

Tims does Cod guard his children, whether laid
In all imeonseious steep upon the pillow.

Or w andering' n ildfy far from mortal aid, 
Bpon tbe waste, the mountain, or the billow.

.\«> one is left unguarded on his way. 
Though oft by passion's gale all wildly driven ;

Aye at tiie helm is He. whom waves obey,
M ho guides life’s bark, and moors it in the haven.

T II E Y A 1C E 1C O N E .
BV CHARLES w. desisox.

To their far uiF homes in the sunny dime.
Where the woods to the march of the winds keep time, 
And the great Spirit sits on the clouds sublime— 

They are gone ’

Where the wild Atlantic billow-shock.
Dashes its spray on Plymouth Rock,
All scattered aid torn, Like a hunted flock—

'They are gone !

Where Niagara’s pealing thunder wakes 
The regal sift p ot the mighty Lakes,
To the silent wilds of the prairie brakes—

They arc gone .'

Where the ciugg) Allegames stand,
By the shores of the stream through the Valley land,
To Bahama’s Gulf and Pacific strand—

They are gone ’

But their Spirits are hovering around us still:
They linuer near and they ever will;
A»d never, from river, or valley, or hill— 

They are gone 1
FlarenCe Heights., on the Delaware.

by thosewho know him be excused. But when I of ages to a crisis. I believe the sectarianism of < 
j those who do not know him are thus defeated in Spiritualism to be.milder in its form than the old > 

-I cortfirmniRm.- If is sectarianism translated into a , 
higher meaning. But I cannot yet see the Church 
in its churches, and the vail is evidently deliberate­
ly used in all its revelations. “Harris’s Poems,” 
rich though they be, are as dark as the Apocalypse. 
Linton’s “ Healing of the Nations,” pretty though 
it is, ca mot carry conviction. Edmonds and Dex­
ter’s “ Spiritualism,” worthy as it is of a most con­
spicuous place in the Literature of Revelation— 
though much more definite than the other two 
books—still impresses the mind with a strong be- 

I lief or suspicion that the visions are pictorial, re­
presentative and symbolical—not actual, visits to 
the Spiritual world; and that the administering 
Spirits are mystifying Spirits, vailed vestals, the 
Priestesses of Isis, whose face was ever covered.— 
There is one rail rent; but there is another to be I 
rent We have not yet entered the inner court 
There are actual Spirit* ; but they are evidently 
mystifying us, though instructing us at the same 
time—chiefly, however, by exciting us to think.— 
Probably this is the legitimate object of all revela­
tion. The definite sphere of thought is our own 
proper incarnate humanity.

I believe in the coming of Messiah; In this re­
spect I sm as much a Jew as aoy old clo’-man ; but 1 
perhaps in no other respect are the Jew and I ■ 
alike. It matters not We are not required to be ' 
accurate in our prevision. It is enough that we : 
believe and hope that unity is the ultimate ; and a 
personal unity, as a nucleus for collective unity, is 

, the most simple and natural belief. Another Moses 
is wanted; for we are all in Egypt, and we want a 
law for definite organization of society and for 
moral guidance. Such a law cannot easily come to 
us by popular legislation; but if it does come to 
us by such means, I am willing to accept it. How 
the unanimity is to come, however, without a per­
sonal advent of some sort, I cannot understand; 
and that personal advent is merely a medium of a 
higher order than any we have yet had—one who 
will do greater works than Christ did. “ He that 
believeth in me, greater works than these shall he 
do, because I go to the Father.” There is a great­
er medium than Christ, and he is the Messiah.— 
Christ is the Father. He has told us this often; 
and he “ goes to the Father”—that is, becomes tbe 
Father that the Son may appear. That Son is the 
son of man and woman naturally, and the son of 
Christ by regeneration. It seems all very plain.— 
And that son of Christ is the prophet like unto 
Moses. Christ was not, for he scattered Israel in­
stead of gathering him; and Christendom is a 
great field of sectarian scattering, awaiting tbe 
gatherer. The Spirits themselves await the gath­
erer, and are evidently, in their present ungeneral­
ized and undisciplined state, inefficient reformers. 
When he comes, they will obey him as the ele­
ments obeyed Christ, and all things will work to­
gether coordinately to a definite result Such are 
my hopes and prospects; but I should be sorry to 
insist upon them, since I have been so often mis­
taken upon smaller matters. We should all en­
courage an open mind that is ready to receive the 
good and the true in the form in which they are 
sent to us by Providence, instead of dictating to 
him what he ought to send, and refusing to accept 
what he sends. ' Evbcs.

ciety—who can consider these as occupying th~ 
highest seats in heaven, (where the church locat? 
them,) without smiling at the picture which * 
heaven must present? “

This state of things will not answer for sane aDj 1 
sensible persons. Either let us have no talk about 6 
immortality from the pulpit, or let us see the com 1 
mumty virtually cultivating such faculties ar!; I 
Powers as would be consistent with an eternal hr, | The Lord knows that we have theology enouri “ 
but religion, plain, practical religion-is s,-.?. , 
from all decent society. It is simply talked abo 
and that is all. It enters into the vitality ’ 
of us. We are absorbed by our bosi'ness a '‘0"' f 
amusements, as though these were to be ’
stant companions in another world • and °Ur C°"' 
that one of these days our saints will wak^ 
their expected immortality and find th? U.P “

■ made a sad mistake as to the designs of thlir
■ poral existence. When the baubles of tlfo 7' 

shall not only have passed away, but have so"
. ed their better qualities that heaven itself car; 

be appreciated by them, they may reeret r 
while hearing the Word, they could not comm 
bend its essence, and particularly that there? 
not inweave that essence in their lives. To tl” 
who cannot appreciate the power and beaulr. 
the gospel so far as to absorb its excellence 
their lives - but who, daj- by day, vititiate fc. 
characters by low and grovelling pursuits w; E 
only say with the poet:— ’’ ‘

“ho—like i)ic- Indian—in another Ide 
Expect illy dog, 1 hy bottle, mid thy y, jf,- 
As well as dream sack arc dc.sirjjf'j
As toys and empires for n Godlike mind “

SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION.
•• Enoch walked with God,”

God being a Sp’rit, seeketh such as arc 
as Ins true and faithful servants, through whom lr 
communicates his divine mind to mortal*  Tim 
only are God’s true Spiritual Mediums wiio=e ? 
ritual perceptions enable them to hold converse tr? 
him, and with the Spirits of just men made per? 
who dwell with him. It ;s through this cbm?

■ God reveals to men his attributes, and the real!? 
of the Spirit-home.

Through this Spiritual perception the soul read- 
the manifestations of Deity in all things; he can U 
hold His superintending power in all the rafe- 
expanse of immensity; he discovers the cvidc-nc« 
ef wisdom, skill and goodness in the arran^em? 
of every world and atom ; he sees tbe perfect j? 
unchangeable laws in the production of count!? 
forms, “ and in the mighty revolutions of iniuin« 
rabJe worlds, he hears the voice of Deity UIUid

, storming battles.” God is in all the brilliant orb? 
, day, and He is not hid by tbe shade of midai? 
. He is seen in the opening buds of Spring, and t 
. Autumn’s pale and withered leaf he shouts th 
, harvest home; the infant prattle and the man'-' 
, years, both sends forth the echo, “Behold r? 
, God.” Through Spiritual perception, the softii- 
. phyrs of heaven are seen fanning the wearied btw 

of mortals, with the gentleness of the lady’s touA. 
And by the breath of his nostrils, he hurls wo? 
with their vast glories into chaos, and the mb? 
hosts to ruin. ’

This perception is not a simple movement of th 
mind or intellect which is pei formed by any forcig. 
power, but it is experienced in the inmost’recess 
of the inner soul; it is known by actual and incoz 
trovertible vision which penetrates far into thewo’ 
derful mystery of Nature and Nature’s God.

This perception gives the soul a view of the <-K; 
mission of Jesus; he beholds with deep emotions- 
recollected solitude the birth labors and death? 
this chosen Medium of his Father, he discover 
that Jesus lived In purity, that he toiled for t 
good of mortals on earth, that he boldly oppose 
and rebuked error, and for which he was murderer 

, by a hireling priesthood.
The soul by this perception perceives that Jesus 

has been twice murdered; that he not only hunzt 
silent agony upon the cross eighteen centuries a-; 
but that he has since been martyred bv thewron’ 
and perversions of his professed followers, t 
professed Christian world to-day heeds not the ir 
struction which flowed with angel sweetness fr.-z 
his Divine lips; Jesus is not seen now in the sar: 
tuaries of men, and his institutions arc not found: 
the creeds of his professed followers. Indeed, Jes 
and his divine laws of Spiritual communication.: 
become a rock of offence and a stone of stumble 
with the popular religion of tbe dav; but, tilt: 
God, the world s most interesting drama is is' 
opening, the polluted waters cf accumulated cenz 
ries are being troubled ; the mariners of that bra 
sea are put to their wits’ end for skill to mana 
the floating craft; the elements seem in great ccz 
motion; mysterious sounds come forth from bi 
yond the regions of science; unseen intelligerr. 
warns the world of an awful struggle shead ; cox.- 
sion and trouble seizes the world. ” The vast rec", 
of error and wrong send forth tlieir countless 
gions of evil Spirits to jointheir fellows on earth,: 
war against the angel hosts of God and their bred 
ren in the flesh; therefore, Spiritual soldiers of tz 
army of the Celestial empire, prepare, pr.EPdlw,j 
the great battle oj God Almighty will soon open; I 
wise as serpents and harmless as doves; be cat 
listen to the angel whispers of God, obev his nc 
dates, until Judgment smites, and Justice take-:: 
due.— Steer in the East.

or norse uiuvlug some sand-fiills. After- results—by his own Spanish: captivitywz-by th?ex-.
wards it became certain, from accurate information, chaDge for his own children upon a frontier river 

' ’ —finally, by his own disgraceful death,
through an infameus disease conveyed to him 
under a deadly circuit of revenge. This king’s son, 
Henry the Second, read some years before the 
event, a description of that tournament, on the 
marriage of the Scottish queen with his eldest son, 
Francis II., which proved fatal to himself, through 
the awkwardness of the Compte de Montgomery 
and his own obstinacy. After this, and we believe 
a little after the brief reign of Francis H., arose 
Nostradamus, the great prophet of the age. All the 
children of Henry II. and of Catherine de Medici, 
one after the other, died in circumstances of suffer­
ing arid horror, and Nostradamus pursued the 
whole with ominous allusions. Charles IX., though 
the authorizer of the Bartholomew massacre was 
the least guilty of his party, and the only one i 
manifested a dreadful remorse. T~ ~ .
last of the brothers, died, as the reader will re­
member, by assassination. And all these tragic 
successions of events are still to be read more or 
less dimly prefigured in verses of which we will 
not here discuss the dates. Suffice it, that many 
authentic historians attest the good faith of the 
prophets; and finally, with respect to the first of 
the Bourbon dynasty, Henry TV., who succeeded 
upon the assassination of his brother-in-law, we 
have the peremptory assurance of Sully and other 
Protestants, countersigned by writers both histori­
cal and controversial, that not only was he pre­
pared, by many warnings, for his own tragical 
death—not only was the day,- the hour prefixed— 
not only was an almanac sent to him, in which the 
bloody summer’s day of 1G10 was pointed out to 
his attention in bloody colors; but the mere record 
of the king’s last afternoon shows beyond a doubt 
the extent and the punctual limitation of his anxie­
ties. In fact, it is to this attitude of listening ex­
pectation in the king, and breathless waiting for 
the blow, that Schiller alludes' Id that fine speech 
of Wallenstein to his sister, where he notices th*  
funeral knells that sounded continually in Henry’s 
ears, and, above all, his prophetic instinct, that 
caught the sound from a far distance of his mur­
derer’s motions, and could distinguish, amidst all 
the tumult of a mighty capital, those stealthy 
steps.”

When such remarks as these occur in a gTeat and 
eminent journal in our age, it may be plainly seen 
that Ghostly lore is not extinct.

tConcladed.-)

of horse moving among

Trom Dream Land and Ghost Land.]
REMARKABLE ILLUSTRATIONS OF 

OMEN AND PROPHECY.
But the most remarkable of these desert super­

stitions, as suggested by the mention of Lord 
Lindsay, is one which that young gentleman, in 
some place which we cannot immediately find, has 
noticed, but which he only was destined by a 
severe personal loss immediately to illustrate. 
Lord L. quotes from Vincent le Blanc an anecdote 
of a man in his own caravan, the companion of an 
Arab merchant, who disappeared in a mysterious 
manner. Four Moors, with a retaining fee of 100 
ducats, were sent in quest of him, but came back 
re infecta. “ And ’tis uncertain,” adds Le Blanc, 
“ whether he was swallowed up in the sands, or 
met his death by any other misfortune; as it often 
happens, by the relation of a merchant then in our 
company, who told us, that two years before, tra­
versing the same journey, a comrade of his, going 
a little aside from the company, saw three men 
who called him by his name ; and one of them, to 
his thinking, favored very much his companion; 
and, as he was about to follow them, his real com­
panion calling him to come back to his company, 
he found himself deceived by the others, and thus 
was saved. And all travellers in these parts hold, 
that in the deserts are many such phantasms seen, 
that strive to seduce the traveller.” Thus far it is 
the traveller’s own fault, warned as he is continual­
ly by the extreme anxiety of the Arab leaders or 
guides, with respect to all who stray to any dis­
tance, if he is duped or enticed by these pseudo­
men : though, in the case of Lapland dogs, who 
ought to have a surer instinct of detection for 
counterfeits, we know from Sir Capel de Brooke 
and others, that they are continually wiled away 
by the wolves who roam about the nightlj’ encamp­
ments of travellers. But there is a secondary dis­
tance, according to the Arab superstition, awaiting 
those whose eyes are once opened to the discern­
ment of these phantoms.
them, even where the traveller is careful to refuse 
their lures, entails the certainty of death in no long 
time. This is another form of that universal faith 
which made it impossible for any man to survive a 
bodily commerce, by whatever sense, with a Spi­
ritual Being. We find it in the Old Testament, 
where the expression, “ I have seen God and shall 
die,” means simply a supernatural being; since no 
Hebrew believed it possible for a nature purely 
human to sustain for a moment the sight of the 
Infinite Being. Wc find the same faith amongst 
ourselves, in case of doppelganger becoming appa­
rent to the sight of those whom they counterfeit, 
and in many other varieties. We modern Euro­
peans, of course, laugh at these superstitions; 
though, as La Place remarks, (Eisai. sur Zes Proba- 
lililies,’) any case, however apparently incredible, if 
it is a recurrent case, is as much entitled to a fair 
valuation as if it had been more probable before­
hand.*'  This being premised, we, who connect 
superstition with the personal result, are more im­
pressed by the disaster which happened to Lord 
Lindsay, than his lordship, who either failed to 
notice the oejus between tbe events, or possibly 
declined to put the case too forward in his reader’s 
eye, from the solemnity of the circumstances, and 
the private interest to himself and his own family, 
of the subsequent event. The case was this :—Mr 
William Wardlaw Ramsay, the companion (and 
we believe relative) of Lord Lindsay, a man whose 
honorable character, and whose intellectual accom­
plishments speak for themselves, in the posthu­
mous memorabilia of his travels, published by 
Lord L., had seen an array of objects in the desert, 
which facts; immediately succeeded demonstrated to 
have been a mere ocular Ziiai/s, or (according to 
Arab notions) phantoms. During the absence from 
home of an Arab sheikh, who had been hired as 
conductor of Lord Lindsay’s party, a hostile tribe 
(bearing the name of Tellaheens) assaulted and 
pillaged his tents. Reports of this had reached the 
English travelling party ; it was known that the 
Tellaheens were still in motion, and a hostile ren­
counter was looked for for some days. At length, 
in crossing the well-known valley of the Wady 
Arala, that most ancient channel of communica­
tion between the Red Sea and Judea, Ac., Mr. 1 
Ramsay saw, to his own entire conviction, a party

■ \

th3t this must have been a delusion. It was estab- ■ 
lished, that no horsemen could have been in that 
neighborhood at that time. Lord Lindsay records 
the case as an illustration of “ that spiritualized 
tone the imagination naturally assumes, in scenes 
presenting so little sympathy with the ordinary 
feelings of humanity ;” and he reports the case in 
these pointed terms:—“ Mr. Ramsay, a man of 
remarkably strong sight, and by no means disposed 
to superstitious credulity, distinctly saw a party of 
horse among the sand-hills; and I do not believe 
he was ever able to divest himself of that impres­
sion.” No—and, according to the Arab interpreta­
tion, very naturally so; for, according to their faith, 
he really had seen the horsemen ; phantom-horse- 
men certainly, but still objects of sight. The se­
quel remains to be told—by the Arabian hypothe­
sis, Mr. Ramsay had but a short time to live—he 
was under a secret summons to the next world. 
And accordingly, in a few weeks after this, while 
Lord Lindsay had gone to visit Palmyra, Mr. Ram­
say died at Damascus.

This was a case exactly corresponding to the 
Pagan nympholepstis—he had seen the beings whom 
it is not lawful to see and live. Another case of ] 
Eastern superstition, not less determined, and not 1 
less remarkably fulfilled, occurred some years be- i 
fore to Dr. Madden, who travelled very much in 1 
the same route as Lord Lindsay. The doctor, as a . 
phrenologist, had been struck witli the very singu­
lar conformation of a skull which he saw amongst 
many others on an altar in some Syrian convent 
He offered a considerable sum in gold for it; but it 
was by repute the skull of a saint; and the monk 
with whom Dr. Madden attempted to negotiate, 
not only refused his offers, but protested that e^en 
for the doctor’s sake, apart from the interests of 
the convent, he could not venture on such a trans­
fer : for that, by the tradition attached to it, the 
skull would endanger any vessel carrying it from 
the Syrian shore—the vessel might escape, but it 
would never succeed in reaching any but a Syrian 
harbor. After this, for the credit of our country, 
which stands so high in the East, and should be so 
punctiliously tended by all Englishmen, we are 
sorry to record that Dr. Madden (though otherwise 
a man of scrupulous honor) yielded to the tempta­
tion of substituting for the saint’s skull another less 
remarkable from his own collection. With this 
saintly relic he embarked on board a Grecian ship; 
was alternately pursued and met by storms the 
most violent; larboard and starboard, on every 
quarter, he was buffeted; the wind blew from j 
every point of the compass; the doctor honestly 
confesses that he often wished this balefull skull 
back in safety on the quiet altar from which he 
took it; and finally, after many days of anxiety, he 
was too happy in finding himself again restored to 
some Oriental port, from which he secretly vowed 
never again to sail with a saint’s skull, or with any 
skull, however remarkable phrenologically, not 
purchased in an open market.

Thus we have pursued, through many of its 
most memorable sections, the spirit of the miracu­
lous, as it moulded and gathered itself in the super­
stitions of Paganism ; and we have shown that, in 
the modern superstitions of Christianity, or of Ma­
hometanism, (often enough borrowed from Chris­
tian sources,) there is a pretty regular correspond­
ence. Speaking with a reference to the strictly 
popular belief, it cannot be pretended for a moment 
that miraculous agencies are slumbering in modern 
ages. For one superstition^of that nature which 
the Pagans had, we can produce twenty. And if, 
from the collation of numbers, we should pass to 
that of quality, it is a matter of notoriety, that from 
the very philosophy of Paganism, and its slight 
root in the terrors of profounder mysteries of Spi­
ritual nature, no comparison could be sustained for 
a moment between the true religion and any mode 
whatever of the false. Ghosts we have purposely 
omitted, because that idea is so peculiarly Chris­
tian,'*  as to_reject all counterparts or affinities from 
other modes of the supernatural. The Christian 
ghost is too awful a presence, and with too large a 
substratum of the real, the impassioned, the human, 
for our present purposes. AVe deal chiefly with 
the wilder and more aerial forms of superstition ; 
not so far off from fleshy nature as the purely alle­
goric—net so near as the penal, the purgatorial, 
the penitential. In this middle class, “ Gabrel’s 

Io see them, or to hear hounds”—the “phantom ship”—the gloomy le­
gends of the charcoal burners in the German fo­
rests—and the local or epichorial superstitions from 
every district of Europe, came forward by thou­
sands, attesting the high activity of the miraculous 
and the hyperphysical instincts, even in this gene­
ration, wheresoever the voice of the people makes 
itself heard.

“But in Pagan times, it will be objected, 
popular superstitions blended themselves with 
highest political functions, gave a sanction to 
tional counsels, and oftentimes gave their starting 
point to the very primitive movements of the slate. 
Prophecies, omens, miracles, all worked concur- 

I rently with senates or princes. “Whereas in our 
days,” says Charles Lamb, “ the witch who takes 
her pleasure with the moon, and summons Beelze­
bub to her Sabbaths, nevertheless trembles before 
the beadle, and hides herself from the overseer.” 
Now, as to the witch, even the horrid Canidia of 
Horace, or the more dreadful Erichtho of Lucan, 
seems hardly to have been much respected iD any 
eta. But for the other modes of the supernatural, 
they have entered into more frequent combinations 
with state functions and state movements in our 
modern ages than in the classical age of Paganism. 
Look at prophecies, for example. The Romans had 
a few obscure oracles afloat, and they had the Sy- 
bylline books under the State seal. These books, 
in fact, had been kept so long, that, like Port wine 
superannuated, they had lost their flavor and body. 
On the other band, look at France. Henry the 
historian, speaking of the fifteenth century, de­
scribes it as a national infirmity of the English to 
be prophecy ridden. Perhaps there never was 
any foundation for this as an exclusive remark; 
but assuredly not in the next century. There had 
been with us British, from the twelfth century— 
Thomas of Ercildoune in the north, and many, 
monkish local prophets for every part of the 
island ; but latterly England had no terrific pro- 

j phet, unless indeed Nixon of the Vale Royal in 
Cheshire, who uttered his dark oracles sometimes 
with a merely Cestrian, sometimes with a national 
reference. Whereas, in France, throughout the 
sixteenth oentury, every principal event was fore­
told successively, with an accuracy that still 
shocks and confounds us. Francis the First, who 
opens the century (and by many is held to open 
the book of modern history, as distinguished from 
the middle or feudal history,) had the battle of 
Pavia foreshown to him, not by name, but in its

* Because that idea is so peculiarly Christian.1'—One rea­
son, additional to the main one, why lhe idea of a Ghost 
could not be conceived or reproduced by Paganism, lies in 
the fourfold resolution of the human nature at death, viz : 
1. Corpus; 2. Manes; 3. ISpiritus; 4. Anima. No rever­
sionary consciousness, no restriction of the total nature, 
sentient and active, was thus possible. Pliny has a story 
w-hich looks like a ghost story ; but it is all moonshine—a 
mere simulacrum,

♦ Is as mu<h ratified to a fair ruination imdrr the laws of 
induction a" ij it had Lt-tn mure probable beforehand.”—(Jne of 
the cases which La Place notices as entitled to a urdve 
consideration, but which would most assuredly L<- treated 
as a trivial phenomenon, unworthy of attention, by c<jth- 
mon-plare spectators, is—when a run of success, with no 
apparent cause, takes place on beads or tails, (pile au 
croij.) But La Place insists on Jts being duly valued as a 
fact, however unaccountable as an effect. So again, if, in 
a large majority of experiences like those of Lord Lindsay’s 

’ party in the desert, death should follow, such a pheno­
menon is as well entitled to its separate valuation as any 
other.

of Spain—finally, by his own disgraceful death, their attempts to investigate, they cannot be blam­
ed for not investigating. One of our most distin­
guished poets wrote to me a few weeks ago for Mr. 
Hume's address. I gave it him, but told him at 
the same time that perhaps an answer would not 
be received to a letter addressed to him. I have 
always found Mr. Hume civil to myself, and I do 
not mention these facts to his disparagement, but 
in justification of the people. For if it is so very- 
difficult for those who are willing to pay for small 
private seances to procure them, how much more 
difficult must it be for the public at large ! Indeed 
it is an impossibility. The mediums are not sent 
to the public at all, but to the favored few. What 
wonder, then, that the public are unprepared for 
speaking mediumship, when they have not gone > <• .1--- 1—:—1 .t„

I sectarianism.
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Henry III., the monstrations ? _ . . ,

From the Spiritual Telegraph.
foreign correspondence.

SPIRITUALISM IN ENGLAND.
Lomdon, Ju’y 11, 1855.

Dear Sib : Three months ago, when it was first 
announced that three mediums were on their way 
to London, it was expected by the friends of Spir­
itualism here that there would be a renewal of the 
old excitement created by the visit of Mrs. Hay­
den in 1S52. Mrs. Hayden has come once more 
and returned to the States, without being noticed 
by the Frees. Mr. Hume has been here for three 
months, and the great vehicle of public instruction 
is equally silent respectieg him. But then it was ■ 
his expressed wish that his name should not be 
mentioned in print; and, so far as my observation 
goes, his wish is gratified, for I have never yet seen 
his name in any English book, pamphlet, or perio­
dical. Emma Jay is still among us ; but except 
among a few private friends, who highly appreciate 
her many excellent qualities, independent of her 
mediumship, the English may be said to be igno­
rant of her presence in London.

Two attempts have been made to collect a pub­
lic audience to hear her; but they have both fail­
ed. It is possible that not sufficient money was 
spent in announcing her discourse. But money 
cannot be spent unless it is subscribed. About 
£13 were spent upon two pnblic appearances, and 
only £7 13s. 6d. returned. The loss is but a 
trifle; the public indifference is not. The second 
meeting satisfied all present that it was not expe­
dient that any other attempt should be made. The 
audience was captious and fretful, but not rude.— 
There was a dissatisfaction evinced, arising chiefly 
from an ignorance of the Spiritual phenomena.— 
Some appeared to have come expecting to see what 
they called tangible demonstrations. One wanted 
to know the name of the Spirit that spoke through 
her; another wanted to consult a Spirit through 
her; and thus through the childish curiosity of 
well-disposed persons, unacquainted with the move­
ment, a scene of gentle confusion arose which dis­
turbed the proceedings. The speaking mediums 
are not adapted for the beginning of the move­
ment, unless they come in more argumentative 
style, and with more matter-of-fact illustration than 
can be expected from them. The matter-of-fact 
argumentative oratory belongs to our own logical 
humanity, and therefore is not becoming a disem- 

’ bodied Spirit; and to my mind it would appear 
’ less genuine inspiration than Lhe style in which 

Emma addresses us. But then I am previously 
convinced of the genuineness of the Spiritual 

’ movement by other means—Dot by Miss Jay’s 
oratory. And were I not convinced by other 

' means, I believe I should just act as the disaffected 
of her audience acted, by expressing my doubts. 
I therefore do not blame them. Indeed I expect­
ed or feared a greater confusion, as the result of an 
attempt to introduce a novel question to the public 
with so little demonstrative evidence.

Miss Jay speaks well: all admire her fluency, 
calm self-possession and power of expression, and 
her graceful delivery. She is sometimes richly 
eloquent; but she is not argumentative. She breaks 
down in argument—that is, she falls into her more 
natural style of declamation and metaphor before 
she has brought the argument to its close. It seems 
to melt in her mouth. It never has full utterance; 
and thus a doubt is left respecting its tendency 
and sometimes even respecting its meaning. Her 
words are suggestive; they are often poetically 
beautiful, but they are seldom definite. But men 
very naturally want the definite in a new doctrine, 
and cannot be satisfied without it Hence the 
struggle that all revelations have had with the men 
of the age in which they came ; for they are inde­
finite by nature, and to this day their indefinite­
ness is the cause of the sectarianism to which they 
gave birth.

It is of no use to blame the English. All men 
are alike. Consider that we have no medium of 
any value accessible to the public. Consider that 
we have only had one American rapping medium 
for all England, and then say what the United 
States would have done with no more. Consider, 
also, that your political press is nearly as dumb as 

• our own upon the subject, surrounded though it is 
by mediums innumerable, and then you will not 
wonder that so little is said in England about it, 
but rather so much. There is no unwillingness to 
inquire here, but there is a want of means. I know 
several persons in England, anxious for a seance 

, with Mr. Hume, who have written to him on pur­
pose, and have not even received an answer to 
their letters. Mr. Hume is in bad health, and may

However, there is a sunnier side of the subject 
to fook at. Amid clouds there is hope ; and I for 
one am not an admirer of sunshine without clouds. 
No Egyptian climate for me—no perpetual tyranny, 
even from the sun. A cloudless sky is itself an 
Egypt; a sunless sky is perhaps no worse; a little 
of the blue is always refreshing amid the gloom ; 
and we have it A few are gratified, astonished 
and convinced by Mr. Hume’s demonstrations.— 
Some of these are distinguished men. Some are 
astonished without expressing conviction; and 
some say it is astonishing, but that it is absurd to 
suppose it is done by Spirits. They think they 
will find it out. Some have got a new phrase, 
which they think throws light on the subject They 
talk of a “ projection of the will,” and seem to 
think that this will explain everything. I prefer 
Aladin’s lamp ; and the suspicion is that Hume has 
got an old lamp that he rubs. Sir Edward Bulwer 
thinks the Spirits are fairies. I have no objection 
to this idea to begin with. It is Spiritual, and ad­
mits of individual intelligence. He does not see 
enough of intelligence to admit the humanity of 
the Spirits. He is looking for classical taste and 
the unities, I suspect He will not find them. The 
sibyls are better types of Spiritual mediums than 
poets are. The leaves are still membra disjecta 
(scattered members,) and ever will be till the gath­
er comes, for “ He that scattereth Israel will gather 
him and lead him as a shepherd doth his flock.”

What Lord Brougham thinks I have no means 
of knowing. Probably he keeps his thoughts to 
himself. In his elevated position it is prudent 
sometimes to do so. Sir David Brewster and he 
together had a seance with Mr. Hume, and Sir Da­
vid has had several. These men are therefore will­
ing to probe the matter. They cannot be accused 
of indifference. Whether Sir David expected to 
find a confirmation of his old hypothesis of delu­
sion or imposture, as expressed in the North Brit­
ish Review, I cannot say, but it is natural that he 
wished it. A man who has committed himself to 
an opinion, like Mr. Paston with his atheism, likes 
to see it verified. If he is confirmed in his old 
views, we shall have more on the subject If not, 
we must wait till we see what he will do. But it 
matters not what great men think of such a sub­
ject. They are not the natural patrons of new re­
velations. They rise to distinction rather by fol­
lowing the times than preceding them. The men 

I for posterity are not the men for to-day. The 
great men of the day are mortal, and soon forgot­
ten, except in so far as they do precede and defy 
their age. What is of to-day in them shrouds and 
buries them in due time. What is of to-morrow is 
the immortality which they covet. But few have 
courage to go beyond to-day, even when they think 
beyond it And men of no repute attain.to that 
immorality which men of repute have not the 
courage to appropriate. I think there can be little 
doubt that the present movement toward Spiritual­
ism will illustrate those who encourage it rather 
than those who do not Even on philosophical 
principles, it is a movement required by the times, 
in the natural course of things, and as intelligible 
a*  the return of a planet or a comet in its orbit 
when it has reached its aphelion. History explains 
the necessity for it, and it will very soon throw 
light upon history. It will do more than Newton 
or Copernicus, or any of the physical philosophers 
ever did, for they labored only in the region of 
death, and left their disciples in the cheerless gloom 
of a faith without hope and a religion without a 
soul. But this gives hope to faith and a sgu! to 

. religion, and is as high above science extracted 
from earth as the sunshine itself is above the earth- 
born clouds that intercept it.

I have no fear of it. But it must undergo many 
changes. It is like tbe path of the just, that shin- 
etli more and more as the day advanceth. It is 
encumbered with much rubbish at present, and 
tender feet cannot enjoy even the richest scenery 
when they walk upon stones. The way must be 

; made clearer for the feeble and the irresolute. The 
navies must go out first and make the line ; after 
that the public will travel freely. All this accords 
with the law of order. And much of that rubbish 
is real moral evil. There is evidently much divi­
sion of opinion among Spiritualists, Israel is scat­
tered, Judah is dispersed, and the tribes and fami­
lies are even at war with each other. There is riv­
alry among mediums. They do not act collectively; 
they do not support one another and join forces. 
In my simplicity and ignorance, when I heard of 
three mediums coming to London, I expected a 
compound force. I have been sadly disappointed. 
One evening I saw all the three together, and 
that was the first and I believe the only evening 
that they met. Next day they separated, and I 
beard of their quarrelings. Into the dispute I do 
not enter. I only look at the fact of disunion.— 
What is this but the old man not yet put off? It 

, is but the old coat of many colors with a new 
patch upon it. What benefit can any soul receive 
by accepting a faith so little efficient in stilling or 
controlling the strife arising from rivalry in trade 
or profession ? I see repeatedly an advertisement 
in a Spiritual paper, in which the advertiser says 
he is the most reliable medium in Boston, or the 
best trance medium for examination of diseases.— 
This is throwing stones at other mediums. If true, 
delicacy forbids the advertiser himself to tell it; 
and if not true, truth itself forbids him. I think 
it would be well for Spiritual editors to discourage 
this assumption. Let the public discover the best 
for themselves. Such foibles do harm to a cause; 
and as a proof of this, a very silly article in Dic­
kens’ Hcnuehold Words against Spiritualism, col­
lected all its artillery from the advertising columns 
of the Spiritual papers. It of course overlooked 
the amiable features of these advertisements, in 
which the advertiser says be will return the money 
in case of failure, or will charge nothing from the 
poor, or nothing from any one, but accept a gra­
tuity, Ac. But it is the object of an enemy not to 
reason, but to wound and destroy, and therefore he 
seeks only the feeble side of the cause that he at­
tacks, and avoids the strong. He is easily detect­
ed. A one-sided man is always an enemy, and an 
enemy is always a one-sided man. In an age like 
this there are few reasoners, age of boasted reason 
though it be.

I look for a gatherer or Triton among the min­
nows. Even the Spirits themselves are loose ; they 
want a chief. They want another judgment If 
the one that Swedenborg says took place in 1757 
in the Spiritual world was a reality, it was not a 
finality ; it was but a shadow. The sectarianism 
of Spirits is as great as that of men, and their 
judgment as indefinite. In so far as they merely 
show themselves, they have done great service, in­
spired much hope, and administered much com­
fort ; but nothing toward a communion of mind 
has been done—nothing to bring the sectarianism

From the Boston Herald. ’ 

PREACHING AND PRACTICE.
If the people of New England are not governed ' 

by higher impulses and loftier principles than the j 
rest of mankind, it is not for the want of preaching. < 
In proportion to our population, we have a greater - 
number of churches, more Sabbath schools, and 
more religious instruction, than can be found in 
any other community; and the inference is, tha’ 
we ought to be better, more self-sacrificing, more 
charitable, more devout than other people. Is it so ? 
Let us see.

The time was in New England when religion was 
absorbing, and entered into, the vitality of the peo­
ple. But the old Puritan stock, however deeply 
engrossed by their religious tenets, were always 
famous for keeping an eye on the main chance. 
Their descendants have sadly deteriorated from the 
religious feeling of their fathers, but have lost none 
of their devotion to the interest of “number one.’ 
They cannot outgrow their passion for religious 
disputation, if they do that for a religious senti­
ment; and hence, while tbe pulpit keepsup its fire, 
some people snore during the sermons, while 
others are engaged planning their business for the 
ensuing week.

The preacher announces almost every Sunday 
that we are destined for immortality, and we hear 
it iterated and reiterated. But who practically 
believes it? Look over the community and see. 
Premise that we are to live for ever. Who then 
doubts that the body in which we shall be raised 
will be unfitted for the gratification of almost all 
the low desires which constitute the vitality of our 
race.

See the merchant, with his mind in a state of fe­
verish anxiety for a term of years, till he thinks, 
dreams, cares for nothing but the fluctuations of 
markets, the rise and fall of stocks, the prospects 
of crops, &c. &c. Is the state of mind thus engen­
dered a fit preparation for heaven ? Nay, more, 
can a being who is vitally and exclusively engross­
ed by such things, possibly live in such a place as 
heaven is pictured by our saints to be ? But we are 
told that our merchant is pious ; that he contributes 
to Bible and Missionary Societies, attend church 
regularly, and teaches Sabbath school. Granted, 
but what has that to do with his individual devel­
opment, his inner life, which after all this may be, 
and generally is, absorbed by the transitory trifles 
of the present existence ?

And the lawyer—he who sharpens his wits to 
circumvent the rights and wrest the law to the 
benefit of his clients, until his own mind has no 

. power to distinguish the right from the wrong— 
i isn’t he in a promising way for his destination to 
' the abodes of the blessed ? But enough—every 
. class is engaged in a death-like struggle for the 
: gew-gaws and baubles of this world, and each 
’ vainly imagines that he is drawing near heaven be­

cause he complies with certain conventional rules 
as to maintaining the ministry and supporting the 
religious institutions of the day 1

There are hundreds, may we not truly say, thou­
sands of our people who attend church from their 
cradle to their graves without imbibing a spark of j 
that vital piety which leads a man to do good for 
its own sake. The good they do is constrained and 
unwillingly done. Their hearts are of, and with, 
the world. The enthusiasm and energy which they 
exhibit in their affairs of business and pleasure, 
sadly contrast with the listlessness which they 
manifest in the performance of their Christian du­
ties. And we sinners are assured from the sacred 
desk, that “ of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
This is all nonsense, and everybody knows it 
Those who are passionately absorbed in the pur­
suits of this world must get rid of the effects of 
such pursuits before they could possibly live in a 
heaven of any respectability at all.

And in social life the picture is quite as bad. 
Our fashionable ladies who lead equally in the ton 
and in the church—who recline on damask cush­
ions and sleep over gilded prayer books—whose 
succeeding week is spent in envy and detraction 
about matters which would never occupy the at­
tention of any refined human being—these, the al­
moners of the church; the benefactor of tbe poor 
because it is fashionable to be so ; the advocates 
and upholders of all that society, for the time 
being, approves; and the terror of every body who 
will not conform to the anything but Christian ex­
amples which compose the conventionalities of so-

BuoADBRiyiitED Moralitv.—A highly respecui 
Quaker in New York has been expelled from : 
Hicksite Society of that order, for keeping inc 
house a—piano ' Shade of George Fox, ar) 
Didst thou—out of the solemn earnestness of L' 
nature—impose upon thy followers such reqc 
ment? Speak! honest Robert Barclay, and ats 
if in thy day, tbe harpsichord was an abominat:.".

A most bitter ordinance of the “ Meeting: 
Sufferings” is this. No music, sayest thou ? IB 
then, O thou too honest esebewer of melody, si 
frivolity, are not babies prohibited ? There is a: 

I music in one baby than injbi-tt. pianos'. Yeti, 
tby human nature relax every rigid muscle itf 
presence, and the placid beauty ol' her—-joint or.' 
with thee—who sittest by thy side, becomes E 
radiant under its influence. No n.i’sie ' Quai- 
we have loved thee; glorified in thine lt.-d'-F 
thy plain, unvarnished manhood, it has been •' 
delight to honor. YVc boasted of thine ebdtzk 
constancy and consistency; of thy propriety, 
freedom from pretension and naniby-paniby£ 
have held up thy broad philanthropy and solid s*  
as the example for mankind ; thy very taste, sad-'- 
ored as it is, has been beautiful to us; thyc- 
have been all Howards, and thy women—angel:- 
our sight; and here thou art, fallen away irwni- 
too lofty standard, blundering back into the 
of a worse ascetism than ever clouded the day? 
tby very founders 1

Excommunicate a piano! Quaker, it gtievw 
to the core ; but we begin to suspect that the.. 
—our model tnan (all but the clothes) art a—t- 
bug 1 For thou hast fallen into the pride tlia.» 
humility—the verv vanitv of aflectation.

Go to, go to ; we have done with thee ; anu-, 
do not forthwith remove the ban, we renounce i 
in spite of the mist of gentlest poesy— whirl' 
ever surrounded, in our heart, the image set tf; 
worship. No music! Avaunt 1 thou most am- 
of queerly dressed imposters—get thee gone ! * 
very first organ-grinder that we can lure fet L 
purpose, will we, with malice prepense, seU''JJ 
under tby parlor window.— II, P.71,,.I; 
script.

Is this so Ladies?—The Daily Sun of tlusjo 
in exposing some of the fashionable follies of b- 
(?) life, make the following revelations, vthirB 
true, is a disgrace to the spirit of the t.ge, the gvt 
of Christianity, and the commonest concepta1!'5 
diitributii'i justice.

“We have heard of ladies who will pay Sil'f 
or eighteen dollars for a new hat in Broadway,’ 
yet cut down to the lowest possible figure the pF 
of work which they give out to poor seamstre;>. 
They will pay five dollars without a scruple lorl- 
making of a plain dress in a fashionable Broadtf- 
establishment, where girls sew ten or eleven U- 
a day for three dollars and a half a week; a? 
they are afterwards obliged to employ an unf- 
tending dressmaker to alter it, they grurnb‘c 
paying her a fair remuneration for her service') 
Fashion is a heartless thing, the fruitful source 
folly, extravagance and dishonesty.”


