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NATURE AND THE BIBLE .
THE KIBST CHAPTER OF GENESIS A LITTLE VFENED.

22. The order of progression is from a first or a 
primary, by successive steps or degrees, to comple
tion. Every progression is in this order, because 
the Infinite, the Primary of all things, is one, and 
His order of progression is one order. A man 
plows a field by commencing -at one end of a fur
row, and thus proceeds by steps or degrees, until 
the whole is plowed. This essay was commenced 
by first taking one letter, from the letters of an 
alpluibet. then another, .tc., until a word was com
pleted. Then word after word was written, until 
in the third step or degree, a sentence was devel
oped, so we shall proceed developing sentence af
ter sentence to the end of the essay, which name 
it takes in tlie fourth degree.

23. Each of the general divisions might be di
vided into smaller divisions, those again into subdi
visions, Ac. Ac., according to the nature of the case, 
but all in the same order, for in the forming of each 
letter, the process was by like progression. Thus 
there-are singulars, particulars and generals in ev
erything, which is itself the fourth degree of devel
opment. This is the order according to which each 
thing comes into existence, or by a reverse move
ment, goes out of it.

24. A ship or house is to be built; men first go 
to the trees of the forest, or the letter state of the 
ship or house. They cut trees into logs; the sec
ond state of the ship. They cut these logs into 
timbers, the third state of the ship. Of these tim
bers the ship is built, which is the fourth state of 
the trees. By the reverse order of movement, the 
trees lose their identities, and the sb ip acquires 
identity. Each in the fourth'step. It is so in all 
other things of development. One primary loses 
its identity in the development of another. A tnan 
is first an infant, next a child ; then a youth ; after
wards a man. .V tree is first a sprout, next a 
scion, then a sapling, afterwards a tree. Thus the 
infant and iliu spiuui are merged in (tie man and 
tree.

25. In respect to creating or repairing animal 
bodies, digested food, like grown trees or letters of 
the alphabet, is the primary state. From this, as 
from previously existing trees of the forest, have 
the different parts of the body to be taken. The 
hictcals then select the chyle and reject the fu;ces, 
as woodmen reject unsuitable trees. The lungs, 
(as lumbermen refuse the slabs and chips,) refuse 
expirated matter, vitalize or give suitable form to 
the chyle. This blood in the arteries is vivified 
into animated matter as the timbers are attached 
together to form a ship. l>.

The same movement took place in the devel- 
op-tnent of the material world. Material substances 

. or matter, is the fundamental form, in which ex
isted every material form, as the ship or house ex
isted in the forest; the bodily repairs of men 
existed in their food, or, as a statue in the marble 
quarry before the sculptor develops it, by remov
ing the superfluous or unsuitable parts from it. 
Or as we might say, as every loaf exists in the 
batch of dough, without the loaf form before the 
baker moulds it out, separate from other loaves ex
isting in the same batch. All these are, in this 
state, “without form, invisible and unfurnished.” 
Gen. 1 : 2. r.

27. This materi: 1 substance in the external or I
material universe, had all material forms in it with- t 
out sensible or visible form. From this the general i 
forms were developed, as logs from the trees of the 
forest. Next the particular forms, as timbers of < 
proper size or shape were developed from the logs. I 
After which, the whole framed together formed an i 
earth of matter, which is the fourth stat«j, . 1

28. Material substances are primarily governed • 
by the laws of gravity. This acts with power di- 
rictly as the quantities, and inversely as the distances. 
By this law, left free, globes of earth, and rotary 
motions exist. d. This is called the material gov
ernment or kingdom.

29. The-next kingdom is that of the mineral, 
governed by the law of affinity, which has power, 
directly as the qi ality, and inversely as the dts- 
tuwo. This is another and distinct law of govern
ment from the material. This forms beds of ores, 
by the law of affinity of like for like; iron for iron, 
lead for lead, Ac. By this law the bodies, stems, 
bark, Ac., of vegetables arc formed. The affinity 
of ligneous substances for ligneous substances, 
forms the wood of tlie bodies of trees, while the 
affinity of cortical substances for cortical sub
stance, forms tlieir bark, Ac. <■. 'I bus we have a 
second kingdom of Nature.

30. To this last and higher phase of the mineral 
kingdom, is added the law of propagation, which 
is that, after like is attracted to like, in proper 
forms, they should beget tlieir like, so as to pro
duce images of themselves. This is the vegetable 
kingdom, subject to the law of procreation. Tlie 
next or the fourth state of creation was and is that 
of the sensitive. This is the first, or the letter 
state of another series of movements. It brings 
together into one, in sensitive vegetables, and ani- 
rnalculm, all the three pre-existing kingdoms, with 
the addition of sensation. Here arc material substan-

' ces with their gravity, the m’neral forms with tlieir 
affinities, and the power of procreation of the veg
etable, with the addition of sensation, by which 
forms perceive that they and other forms exist, f.

31. This last state is the transition from the ma
terial inert universe, to the sensitive or Spiritual. 
The material largely predominates in globes, in 
minerals, and in vegetables, where life flows into

I forms, but here in the sensitive, at the centre of 
• the fourth state, where the stationary give way to 

r I to locomotive forms, the sensitive, or- Spiritual com- 
| mences to predominate, and from this point, the 
sensitive, or Spiritual commences to prenominate, 
and from this point, the Spiritual rules the material, 
and life forms bodies or forms for itself, g. Here 
now tlie earth (material) becomes a world, though 
unfurnished like the ship on the stocks, or like an 
essay, unread, uncontemplated, unappreciated.— 
lhe ship must be rigged and manned before it can 
sail, and the world must have animals and men be
fore it reaches the design of creation.

32. As in the building of a ship or house, all the 
timbers are not got out at once, and as in the build
ing of an animal body, all the chyle goes not 
through the lungs at once, neither is a'discourse or 
essay written, nor a field plowed all at once, but 
by successive degrees, not by leaps, so in the de
velopment of creation, all the globes, minerals, veg
etables, are like the timbers of a ship, each passed 
through the three preparatory states to a fourth, in 
its own time, and by easy gradations. And, as the 
men in the forest take not all the trees, and as the -faces of all Natural forms, even the seas, are such, 
food is not all used in building or repairing an ani- so the use of mechanical power resides in toe 
mal body, and all letters are not used in an essay, wedge or inclined planes, but easier seen in levers.

Three terms in proposition always gives the fourth, 
the useful. As 2 is to 4, 
term.
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3
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seed or fruit, the seventh state for which all the 
previous six states in every thing exist These 
seven states of progress are blended or shaded into 
each other as are the prismatic colors. Of these 
developments we have very much more to say.

39. We here give two tables embracing a few 
scientific progressive positions, to show develop
ment a little more'clearly as the importance of the 
subject demands, and if possible to let all see that 
there is but one law of order, and that he dr she 
who knows that it is so, and acts agreeably to that 
law, “ written upon the heart,” is truly in the way 
of eternal progress upward and onward. No. 1, 
are the primaries, and No. 4 the inceptively useful. 
For instance, to know or calculate circles, they 
must be cast into polygons, polygons into triangles, 
and triangles into squares, but still use rests in cir
cles or curves, for all Natural uses are performed 
according to them, from the shape of a grain of 
mustard seed, up through atoms, globes and orbits, 
even to the celestial spheres. So by inclined 
planes are all the powers of motions from the gyra
tions of whirlpools to the path of a planet All sur-

so all material substances are not used in forming 
minerals, nor all minerals made into vegetables, nor 
all vegetables furnished with sensation.

33. Our earth underwent all these successive 
states of development It existed in the fundamen
tal universal material “ without visible form and 
unfurnished,” until the Spirit of God “ brooded 
over the liquid mass,” which it developed into a 
globe, with rotary motion, as the legitimate effects I 
of the law of gravity, and foreshadowing of affin-1 
ity acting upon matter in freedom, h. In this globe 
by the law of affinity, “ the waters were separated I

, from the waters,” that is, the liquid water from j 
the atmospheric water, so that the air, being three- I 
fourths water, stood above, and the water com-; 
posed of solids and liquids, were below. Thus was 
formed “ the expanse,” between the air above and 
the waters below, in which “ expanse” alone, ani
mal life exists. In this “expanse” (translated 
“ firmament”) man lives, and in italone can he exist. 
Here also “ heaven” was located, and here it will 
yet be, for gravity will keep men in this “ expanse” 
forever, and affection will keep Spirits and angels 
of heaven irith them forever. Here also the sun, 
moon and stars exist in their uses, for where men 
and Spirits are not, they shine as if in vain. Gen. 
i: 2, 6, 7, 8, 17.

34. The process under the law of affinity went
on, and separated the solids from the liquids and ; 

-upon the solids and in the liquids vegetable forms < 
were moulded in outline, or in general, by the ■ 
power of the propagative, but in particulars, by ; 
the law of affinity. To many of these, as before . 
stated, was added the sensitive. Of this, the ani- , 
malculm is a progressive development. These, ly- ] 
inc boj’nml tho t'nn.nf tho nnAKcisUod. .oxra ■
not be scanned by man. in his infantile, or child- j 
hood states. The mention of this kingdom or state i 
of sensitive life was inadmissible, because such a < 
mention of it to such men would have been use- ; 
less and therefore irrational, i. i

35. But to have omitted the mention of a fourth 
state of creation, would have been leaving an im- ; 
passable gulf in the road to a knowledge of order; . 
hence also, as the shining of a clear sun was neces
sary to the development of sensitive life, we have a 
mention of the “luminaries” in the fourth (the ship) 
state of development, by the regular laws of which 
the sun was developed. It is a globe, larger than 
any other in the solar system. Hence his shining, 
for the production of visible light in Creation, was 
the establishing of foci of brilliancy, that could, by 
sensitive existences, be contrasted with darker 
parts, so that light might, like all other things, be 
perceived by contrasting it with something differ
ent. j. The great difference between the sun and 
the planets in respect to light is, that his gravity is 
so forcible as to coinpress his atmosphere till it 
shines, which light, under certain conditions, be
comes heat. This shiniDg might be produced in 
any atmospheric air by sufficiently active compres
sion. The planets do not, to this extent, compress 
their atmospheres, and of course, do not shine of 
themselves, to such eyes as men have, yet the 
larger planets, which arc farther from the sun than 
the smaller, do so compress their atmospheres, 
that they require less of the sun’s rays to produce 
correspondingly high temperatures.

36. The sun went through the regular states of 
development as the ship, the earth, and this essay, 
before it could be called a luminary. In the previ
ous three states, by the undeveloped statos of his 
body and atmospheres, light was barely distinguish
able from darkness, at first. Then a brilliancy, 
next a very luminous halo, and fourthly a sun, well 
defined. If, previous to this state, he had been 
ever so well developed, the cloudy and opaque 
states of our own unsettled atmosphere would 
have prevented his presenting to sensitive exist
ences a well defined disc or face. Our atmosphere, 
as other things, was developed to the fourth state, 
to be properly so called, neither could the sun be
fore his fourth state be called a luminary.

:>7‘. Use is the Spiritual destinies of all things. 
Their names represent their use, and as this use 
specifically commences in the fourth state, here 
they receive their names. The use of a ship is 
to carry freight. In this state it is called a 
ship, though on the stocks, for now it could 
carry freight. Here its' specific use and its 
name commence, although it is imperfect, until it 
is rigged, manned envl sailing. To be perfect in 
name and in use, the sun must enlighten, rearm, and 
vivify ; this essay must be read, scanned and appre
ciated, and a tree must have body,- roots, branches 
and leaves, to be properly called a tree, and then 
blossom, seminate and seed, to come to the full use of 
a properly developed tree. This full development 
reaches the seventh state in every thing.

38.” Imperfect animals (fish and fowl) are ovipa
rous, having neither taste nor hands. Perfect ani
mals are viviparous, having taste and also hands, the 
representatives of use. These are governed by 
appetite, instinct and sensation. In the scale of 
music, F is the fourth or primary of inceptive use.

■ Hence we find the inceptive use of sounds (the 
i cries of infants and the voice of animals) pitched 

on F. Green is the fourth color, and thus repre
sents inceptive use among.colors. Leaves of vege
tables are mostly green; they are the fourth or in
ceptive use ot vegetables, as in salads, hay and 
pasture. But the real use of vegetables is in their
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Progress 
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Forms. Laws. of Nature.

C Globes Gravity Material
D Expanses ABinity Mineral
E Vegetable Propag’t’n Vegetable
F Sensitives Sensation Sensitive
G Imp. An’s. Instinct Ovipara
A Pert An’s. Appetite \ivipara
B Man Reason Progressive

Perceptible 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PART
No. 22, a.,1. Everything in Nature tells us of pro- ; 

gression. There is not a single finite thing but is ! 
created in, and subsists in it, and not only as a 1 
whole, but of the progression of degrees. Every
thing is primarily divided into two degrees, and 
seeondarily into four, and so on, by a duplicate ra- 1 
tio, ad infinitum. As a furrow is plowed from one 
boundary of the field to another, or as a pencil is 1 
follows the plow and the pencil, at mid-distance be- • 
tween them and the commencement of the furrow : 
or line, a middle point This middle point of pro- : 
gress follows the plow or the pencil at exactly half 
the velocity with which the plow or pencil moves. 
Thus every progression, in all things of creation, is 
followed by a mid-point or centre, which stops in 
mid-space when the motion of the plow, pencil, &c., 
ceases. Sec No. 6. ' •

2. Midway between the commencement of the 
furrow or line, and this mid-space or centre, there 
moves forward another mid-point or centre, which 
moves with one-fourth of the velocity of the plow 
or pencil, and with half the velocity of the pri
mary centre. This point divides the first half of 
the lengthening furrow or line into two equal parts, 
while another similar point midway between the 
plow or pencil and the primary middle or centre, 
moves with three-fourths of the velocity of the plow 
or pencil. Thus is everything naturally and pro
gressively divided, primarily into two equal parts, 
and secondarily into four equal parts, Ac.; all the 
four parts being required to make the whole of any
thing.

3. Characters are developed in precisely the same 
order. For instance, we fix a point on paper, 
around which to describe a circle. That point is 
not the center of a circle, until the circle is itself 
described, and it loses the character of a mere 
point, and acquires that of a circle-centre precisely 
with the rapidity, and in the order that the circle 
itself is developed or described. At the moment 
the circle is one-half described, the character Af 
mere point, which previously predominated, exactly 
balances the character of centre, which from that 

i moment to the completion of the circle, progres- 
• sively more and more predominates, until at the 

completion of the circle, its character of centre is 
I complete, and that of mere point has been entirely 
i dissipated. This is the order of all progress. It ; 
‘ is thus, too, that the idea of creations necessarily : 
1 includes the idea of subversions, by reverse move

ment, for the creation or development of one thing 
pre-supposes the subversion or destruction of some
thing else, that stands in the way, as the creation of 
an animal body pre-supposes the destruction of 
of food, as food. But the point that existed be
fore the circle was described, became the centre of 
that circle, but lost not its identity. The develop
ment of one thing is not the actual destruction or 
annihilation of any other thing, except as to quality 
or character. (See Nos. 23, 24, 25.)

No. 25, b. That blood is animated in the arteries, 
may be seen by any person who will take blood, 
fresh drawn from the arteries of any animal, and 
let it stand in a vessel until it coagulates, and the 
serum is separated. Then cut the coagulated mass 
of red, or vivified blood, into slices, if he please, 
and then, washing out all he can from the slice or 
mass, he will find that it has been formed into in
ceptive flesh, or into innumerable threads I That 
is the fourth or inceptively useful state of the di
gested food of the stomach, which carries nutri
ment into every part, but is not the destiny of the 
food, until it actually attaches itself to the deficient 
parts, and becomes part of the body. This is the 
seventh state. The thready state being the fifth, 
and the different secretions being the sixth.

No. 26, c. We are not bound by any particular 
version, copy or translation of the Bible, for ’tis 
said, “ where doctors disagree, disciples are free.”

No. 28, d, 1. It is impossible that material sub
stances in motion should instantly stop, or which 
would amount to the same thing, change the direc
tion of that motion at perfect right angles. Take a 
ball of polished marble, let it fall on a solid floor of

II.

polished marble or of iron, and if the force be not 
sufficient to split or shiver the ball, or crush either 
surface, it will bounce or recoil nearly equal to a 
ball of gum elastic 1 Why. does it recoil ? Be
cause it cannot stop at once. The ball approaches 
the floor after it strikes it, by momentarily flatten
ing it is own shape, or indenting the marble of the 
floor, thus straining the affinity by which the parts 
are held ’ together. This affinity Instantly claims 
control, and bringing back the shape of the ball, 
gives it a motion from the floor. Why cannot ma
terial substances in motion stop instantly? Be
cause all things are by progression. There are. no 
suddens, no instantaneous transitions, or leaps 
from point to point, in all creations. (See No. 22, 
and HL)

2. To change motions perfectly at right angles, 
would be the same as instantly stopping, which the 
laws of progression do not admit of. Hence, there 
is no such thing. All change of direction in the 
motion of material substances is continued 
obliquely- onward, where the original impetus still 
predominates, or obliquely backward, where the 
recoiling or bouncing impetus predominates. In 
the change of direction, it is always by a rounded 
point; for a perfectly right-angular movement 
would be by a perfect balance between the original 
impetus and that of recoil. This would be equal 
to no impetus, which would produce no motion.

3. Here, then, is the reason of all whirlpools of
water, formed in the endeavors of the water to run 
through a hole in the bottom of a cistern. The 
water moving towards the hole, cannot turn at 
right angles downwards to run through it, but 
makes an arbitration between its impetus to con
tinue across the hole, and its gravity, which impels 
it to turn at right angles down to, and through the : 
hole. The award or compromise is a whirlpool, i 
which is neither exactly downwards at right angles i 
to the motion of the water across,, nor yet straight i 
across, according to the impetus of the water, de- i 
rived from its motion toward the hole. Hence the : 
gyration of the water. j

4. Just conceive of a universal material substance i 
pervading unlimited space, furnished with gravity, ] 
and “ a foreshadowing of affinity,” (No. 33) which < 
would curdle as milk, or separate it into indefinitely 1 
numerous departments, of indefinitely numerous 1 
sizes and conditions, and then that the gravitating 
of heavier portions toward the centres of all the 1 
masses, must, for the same reason as whirlpools in ’ 
water exist, take the vortical of whirlpool motion ; : 
you will then see the law by which all orbicular i 
and rotary motions among the heavenly bodies ex- 1 
ist. That, agreeably to the above reasons, no part ‘ 
of creation could be in a state of absolute stillness, i 
which would be a state of no progression.

No. 29, e. This is the law that governs in har- < 
monies. It is distinct from the law of gravity, 1 
which respects not the quality, but attracts all : 
sorts of material substances according to quantity, j. 
-Yffirn^L^b^r, tL---- ’
arrangement, into gregarious or united relations, i 
and is the precursor of the coming operation of the ; 
law of propagation, which follows next in order. 
Gravity could never be the vestibule or prepara
tion for the propagative ; for, by gravity antipa
thies, as well as preferences, are likely to be drawn ■ 
together. These antipathies cannot propagate. 
Harmonious arrangements alone are led to propa
gation. This is evidently a distinct kingdom of 
Nature from that which is governed by gravity. 
Law is the basis of a kingdom or government, and 
each distinct law is the fundamental of a distinct 
government.

No. 30,/, 1. Sensation is that power by which 
one thing perceives that other things exist, and in 
the same proportion that they themselves exist." 
Sensitive vegetables are conscious of their own exis
tence, because consciousness of the existence of other 
things, is but the reflex of a self-existing conscious
ness. The reaching of the arms or limbs of trees to
ward an adjoining opening in the forest, or over a 
lake, is evidence of their consciousness of the ex
istence of other trees of the forest, which stifle their 
growth. The turning of plants and flowers to
ward the sun, the read ing of potatoes or onions, 
growing in a cellar, toward the light of a window, 

' the opening or closing of flowers in the evening or 
morning, Ac., are all evidences of this.

2. The bodies and stems of vegetables, and the 
bodies of animals, having gravity or weight, show 

, the presence^ of the material kingdom. The co
hesion of the parts of vegetables and of toe bodies 

■ of animals, which keeps them in forms, contrary 
: to toe force of gravity, shows the presence of the 
• mineral, with its cohesion or affinities ; for instance, 
! bones are as much rocks as if they were formed 
> in the earth. The presence of the power of pro- 
r pagation in animals, even in animalculm, shows the 

presence of toe vegetable power of procreation; 
so the animalculm kingdom, governed by sensa
tion, shows that four laws govern their existence, 
and thus that in them, four kingdoms of Nature are 
united.

No. 31, g. The animalculm or sensitive kingdom, 
in its higher phases, is a kingdom of unexplored 
wonders to men of earth, whose assisted eyes have 
been yet unable to discover any but the largest, as 
we might say, the whales, the elephants, the gi
raffes, Ac., among them. This part of the king
dom of sensation has a foreshadowing .of instinct, 
by a small degree of which many animalculae are 
in part governed, as there arc no sudden breaks, 
but all things are in progression by easy grada
tions, so that the Infinite alone can see where toe 
higher commences its predominance over the lower.

No. 33, 34, h, 1. Some of the philosophers of 
earth have supposed that the planets were evolved 
from the sun; but all Natural laws forbid belief in 
this. There is nothing in the force of light or 
heat, that would thus send off a ponderous body 
from the sun, against his mighty gravity, neither is 
there anything in. his motions that would do it 
Were this the case, the same law would dissipate 
the sun’s body.

indefinitely more oblique, would, inversely to their 
■ size, be drawn the most directly toward this largest 

mass; and hence, when they would not have their 
directions controlled so as to fall upon his body, the 
smaller bodies would perform the smaller orbits 
around him. ' Agreeably to this, we see how wise 
is this most simple law of development, which 
places the distances of the planets from the sun, 
and the sices of those planets themselves, so near 
alike : and when we see that the same law regulates 
sizes of the planets, and the diameters of their or
bits, and those of their satellites too, we cannot 
but admire the wisdom of the whole.

3. That is to say, let the mass Jupiter, and the 
mass we call the earth, both start from an indefi
nite distance, say ten thousand millions of miles, to 
fall to, or gravitate towards the sun, but both drawn 
obliquely from it by other masses,—it is evident 
that the smaller mass would be most influenced by 
the sun’s attraction, and be drawn into the track 
of the smaller orbit, and as motions cannot take 
right-angular directions, (No. 28, IIL d,) the path 
must beeome an orbit, while much smaller masses 
would be so controlled by the sun’s attraction as to 
fall upon his body, to his own enlargement Here, 
in the law that regulates motions, we have the law 
for equalizing temperatures on the surfaces of the 
different sized planets, placed at distances from the 
sun agreeably to their masses, while the native 
heat on each, is directly as their masses. (See No. 
35.)

No. 34, i, 1. Mankind, as a whole, is being de
veloped through states similar to that of the single 
individual, for all the states of each individual must 
belong to the race as a race. Common sense sees 
this, hence we often speak of the “infancy of the 
race.” The race, as a whole, passed through its 
infantile states to its childhood, its rocking-horse 
and doll-baby states. It is now, as a race, not ra
tional. Some nations only seem to be getting to 
be rational, as youths of twelve to fifteen years, 
and to leave off childish, diryt tricks and bicker
ings. When the Bible was written, it was ad
dressed to men, or a nation that was in the child
hood state. Hence the necessity of not speaking 
of a kingdom of an.malculm, or of things that they 
had no means of discovering, but which has, by 
the help of microscopes, been discovered.

2. The exhibition of Jehovah to the Jewish na
tion in “ thunderings and the smoke, fire, voice of 
words,” Ac., were physical Spiritual manifestations, 
as rappings, tippings, Ac., at this day are, to rouse 
the attention of externally minded fien, as when, to 
the Prophet Elijah, He manifested himself in the 
“ still small voice,” and not in “ the strong wind, 
nor in the earthquake, nor in the fire,” 1 Kings xix. 
11, 12. That manifestations are to all and every 
one agreeably to the states of those to whom 
manifestations are made, is plain from Psalm xviii., 
and especially 25 and 26 verses. It is now so in cir- 

tions, while those who go upon the plan of believ
ing circles, mediums and Spirits to be what they ... ...... ---------- ---------------- ,------
profess to be, until proved to be false or deceptive, pies, is activity or life, (see illustrations of No. 4, 

f, and especially illustration 8,) and hence every 
one of the infinitely numerous particles of heat, • 
light or caloric, has in it the life of the Infinite, or 
a soul, while that beat, light or caloric, is its body. 
This soul and body, with its inherent power, in its 
activity or light, which is its fourth state, (the in
herent life being both substance and form) by 
which it is, in usefulness. It is thus that heat is 
necessary No all life, and the continuance of life in 
living forms. We may have ever so much light, as 
in winter, yet nothing can live, either vegetable or 
animal, without the detaining and restraining of so 
much of this light as to give us warmth by quanti
ties, with comparatively slow velocities, and not as 
light, by immense velocities.

6. The brooding hen, instinctively sensible of the 
necessity of heat with its indwelling life of the 
Infinite to the vivifying of her eggs, strips the non
conducting feathers from her breast to let the vi
talizing heat percolate those eggs ! Heat, a com
fortable degree of which we call warmth, applied to 
the same eggs in just proportion and order from 
the heat of sun or an oven, will vitalize them, for 
every particle has embosomed with it life from the 
infinite and unchangeable Fountain of all life. ‘ It 
is by the same Jaw, that when the Spirit, activity 
or life of God “ brooded over the liquid mass,’’ 
(No. 33,—as an average of gas, water, and earthly 
matter, might be called)—that the earth was devel
oped even to a well “ furnished” state. The one 
Infinite has but one fundamental law of.order; so 
that the world, a chick, and a tree, are each and 
all developed by the one law, and internally ap
plied, as the Savior would have “ brooded over 
the children of Jerusalem,” develops the Spiritual 
man from, or as a progression of the Natural man, 
which to the real, living, Spiritual man, is as an 

’ egg or embryo infant is to a chick .and a man.
[To be continued.]

light have been subjected to the law of gravity, in 
creation, is proved from the refraction of light, ' 
wherein the entrance of rays obliquely, into denser 
from rarer media, the denser, at the moment of ; 
entrance, draws the rays toward itself, by its su
perior attracting influence.

2. This bending of the rays, is the beginning of 
orbicular motions, but instantly being immerged 
into the denser media, wherein the attraction is equal 
on both sides, the comparatively straightforward 
course of the rays recommence; -they are bent only 
at the point of entrance. It is easy to see that a 
continuous application of the same power which so 
instantaneously bent the rays, would give them an 
orbicular motion, which would continue until ob
structed by a superior force.

3. Light is but a state of heat It is indeed 
heat in activity, or the activity of heat Heat 
is the substance, and light is a form or state 
of that substance, as love is the substance or 
living principle of wisdom, which is from it, 
as light is from heat Light of average color 
in creation, proceeds at a velocity of about 
two hundred thousand miles per second, or twelve 
millions of miles per minute 1 1 The force of pro
jectiles is as their weights multiplied by their veloci
ties. Hence light has force enough to make itself, 
known to the nerves of sight, but not force enough 
to make itself known as light to any other nerves 
of animal bodies. But when light meets obstruct
ing substances, unless reflected or refracted, its velo
city is restrained, so that it is detained, like the wa
ters of an obstructed river. It is thus heaped up 
in accumulated quantities, under comparatively 
slow velocities, £o that it makes itself known to 
our nerves in general, and we then call it heat or 
caloric. Heat impresses our nerves by means of 
quantities, while light addresses itself to the nerves 
of sight by means of velocities. It is also the dif
ferent velocities ^>f light, that makes the difference 
of impressions, which we call colors. (See No. 4, 
Ill. e, Cor. 2.)

4. Gravity acting upon heat or caloric, drawing it
from its spiral to still more nearly perfectly circular 
orbicular motions, gives to it such fixedness of posi
tion, that requires greater forces to remove out of the 
way, that we call it material substance, either gas
eous, liquid or solid, as the progression has been 
more and more perfectly operative. Light so fixed 
has surrendered its power of velocity to that of 
gravity. This - fixed or bound down state of heat 
and light may be all untied or let loose in the re
verse order. For instance, take a solid, and apply 
to it unbound heat or light, in such quantities as to 
be forces superior to those that bind the mass into 
a solid form, and the binding gravity will give way, 
as a matter of course,-like everything else in Na
ture, when superior force is applied. The solid 
mass then becomes liquid; then, with the applica- 
tion of more unbound forcg qr —

5. Heat or light is the external form of the fourth 
attribute of the Infinite, which in its inmost princi-

will be likely to get the truth of the case, let that < 
be what it may. <

3. Courts profess to believe every man innocent ] 
■until he is proved to be guilty, as they know a ; 
negative cannot be proved. A man once condemn- 
ed, can never prove himself to be innocent If , 
men, when they go to circles, or make inquiries, ] 
would adopt this judicious rule, and honestly seek 
to know the truth, they would be likely to obtain it 
But go to a circle with a mind made up that what : 
it professes is false, nothing can prove it to be true 
to such mind. A mind that is opposed to being 
convinced, can always find some excuse for not be
lieving, as the Jews did for not believing the most 
wonderful works of Jesus Christ Even in com
mon neighborhood transactions, if men would only 
believe each other innocent, until proved to be guil
ty of what the tongue, perhaps of slander, whis
pers against them, how much more of harmony 
should we have I Too common is the practice of 
believing tlie first report of evil, and not the first 
or last report of good.

4. “ Whosoever will not, like a child, receive the 
kingdom of God, shall in no wise enter it” How 
do children receive ? Until they are taught by 
much experience that men can and do tell false
hoods, they believe to be true all they understand. 
“ They believe all to be innocent until they are 
proved tc be guilty.” That is, they believe all to 
be what they profess te be, until they get proof to 
the contrary. Other things being equal, the more 
honest a man is the more easily he may be cheat
ed, because he presumes others to be as honest as 
himself. If you want to catch a cheat, set a cheat 
to discover him. That state of mind which re-

; ceives all that is understood as if true, is the sim
ple, child-like state, in which every truth must be 

• received, that does the person essential service, for 
, truth entering the mind, must pass through the 
: infant, the child-like state, as all things of growth 

in Nature does. Truth received by force of tests 
or external evidence at first, is only persuasive 
faith, while truth received in child-like simplicity, 
and then afterwards proved to be true, as all truth 
should'be, so as to be seen to be true, enters the 
mind as growth, becomes a part of the mind’s own 
identity. It passes, like men, through the infant, 
child-like, youthful state, to maturity, the fourth 
state, and is in states of preparation, for usefulness. 
(See Nos. 24, 38, 39.)

5. Persuasive faith entering by tests, or force of 
external evidences, is of use, as a preparatien to let 
the witness see that he was in darkness or error be
fore, and therefore very imperfect in knowledge. 
This is preparing him for that state of honest, 
child-like integrity, which alone receives the king
dom of God. That state which overpowering tests 
induce upon the mind, is not a lasting state. It is 
as an infant before birth, which, if well taken care 
of, comes to the birth, and may be a fine child, but 
if not, it dies, and is still-born. (See No. IT.)

No. 35, j, 1. As far as an account of creation is
2. But scan well the ideasadvanced in No.’ 28, ’concerned, this is as if the beginning of light It 

is the beginning of light as far as finite minds 
could see by its means ; its introduction is a means 
of sight, into the development of creation from ma
terial substances. But heat and light existed in 
their own developments, before gravitating material 
substances existed. Material substances are them
selves developments 'from heat ahd light They 
are no other than heat or light subjected to the law 
of gravity, from which the material kingdom takes 
its distinctive character, (No. 28.) That heat and

Hl. d, 4, that if the universally pervading material 
substances were broken into masses of indefinite 
sizes, throughout the #hole range of our solar sys
tem, they would commence gravitating toward each 
other, and towards a common centre. In this 
case, the larger of those masses would attract the 
smaller, until their bulks might be doubled and 
trebled,—while the largest mass might be increased 
twofold by the falling of 10,000 smaller bodies 
upon its surface. Others, whose motions would be

FACTS FOB. THE UNBELIEVER.
It is often said, “ Give us the facts; we want 

proof of Spirit-intercourse.” I will now present 
a few facts for those to consider, who deny Spirit
intercourse.

I had been spending several days in Springfield, 
Mass., and receiving communications from the 
Spirit world through Miss Angelinc Munn, of that 
place ; and when I left Springfield, on the morning 
of February 3d, to return home, by way of Hart
ford, New-Haven and New-York, I told her I de
signed to stop a few hours in Hartford, and then 
go to New-Haven and spend the night, and the next 
day reach New-York, and start for home on the 
following week, so as to reach Rockford by Satur
day night Miss Munn had lately received some 
communications, which had not been copied, and 
which I desired ; and she was to send them to me 
as soon as she had heard that I had .reached 
home. Accordingly, the day after I reached home 
I wrote to her, and received from her a letter con
taining the following facts, which were all made 
known to her mother before she received my let
ter, so that it could .not be said that she had 
made them after receiving my letter. "We had 
talked about the possibility of sending messages to 
distant friends by Spirits, and I had proposed to try 
the experiment, after my arrival at home, by re
questing some Spirit to take a message to her.

In her letter, she says : “ On Saturday, Feb. 4, 
the day after you left Springfield, the Spirit of Mr. 
Whitman said to me, ‘ Dr. Haskell has been de
tained in Hartford over night.’ On the following



'Saturday, Eeb. 11,■about two o'clock in the after
noon, the same Spirit said to me, ‘ Dr. H. has ar
rived at Rockford.’ And about night, I do not re
collect the hour, my hand received a singular 
shock, and this communication was given: Dis
patch from Dr. II.—‘ I arrived at home a. little af
ter noon—all well.’ C- . _
pressed that you was talking with your son-i 
On the subject of Spiritualism. I.. .... —

will upon will; the greater controlling the ren are permitted to shed the blood of their fel- of newmind, or v „
less. "These facts are well established, and are ac- lows. The Word of God never told men 
knowledged by very many men learned in the law, blood delighted Him.
learned in theology, and the fact of Spiritual mani-■ L------------- - .

■ festations are overthrown, so they say, by their ap-■ new state; it has existed through long ages. I 
plication. • This world is no new thing; it is no fresh creation.

! Now the great step which' the learned doctors ! Six thousand years is all that man allows to this_ ___ "1
On Sunday morning I was im- ----- — x , .

• -in law have to take is this: to have a real, living belief, in ; earth as to time, but six thousand years is as an
•’ ” . In the forenoon the eternal existence of the human soul; and to be- j atom. Many periods of six thousand years-have

after that f received this inte ligence: ‘Dr. H. is ' lieve that the human soul, when released from the rolled over this world, and men and women have 
writing to you, and I have come to tell you. i body, loses nothing of its power. So soon as they; loved each other, and children have clung to

“ S. S. Whitman.’
“On Monday, the same Spirit said, ‘the letter is 

mailed and on the way.’ On Thursday, my mind 
was directed-to our Post Office, w ltli intelligence,

' ‘Dr. II.’s letter has come, and you will receive'it 
to-day.’ About dark, Mr. C., our letter-carrier, ’ their new 
cal[ed and handed me thc letter. Mr. ■mnu.uuj-----
also said to me, ’ Mrs. II----- has become quite in- ‘ wonderful effects.

! lieve that the human soul, when released from the j rolled over this world, and men and women have
.... So soon as they i loved each other, and children have clung to 

acknowledge these two facts, and believe them, I mothers' breasts, and songs have been sung; and 
they' will begin to understand how it is, that, if a ! rivers have flowed, and commerce has spread its 
human mind, when in the body, can control an-; sails over the oceans, and mountains have been 
Other human mind still in the body, how much! disemboweled for their riches. All these things 
easier it will be and is, for souls strengthened by j have been done many, many times before that pe- 

i ... •----- v jyc without the body, to come and exert ! riod which men assign as the beginning of this
Mr. Whitman j the same influence, produce the same or even more earth. But we will not go back as far as that We

If my mind, while I am seated will refer to that of which you have had record,
- - - " - ’ ’ and will speak of some things which have trans

moved from me, perhaps the distance of a mile— ! pired in that period, which will explain to you
and that such effects can be produced, has been I how the voice of God has in many instances been 
many, many times demonstrated,—surely the soul misunderstood, and the words it spoke been mis- 
of my father, who has an interest in my welfare, j interpreted by men. to whom they have been 
and would lead me in the right paths, can come to | addressed. We will speak of him whom you sup
ine and would delight to come to me, and make j pose to have written that book which contains the 
his influence felt. ■ i preaching of him whom you reverence and love

One great difficuly in the way of a general belief j as your superior,—as the elder brother of man
in the facts of Spirituality seems to be, that men kind,—as thc harmonious maD, the complete 
hitherto have looked upon Heaven as something j elimination of all the good winch mankind has 
far removed beyond the range of vision. But true ! possessed.
Spirituality teaches that Heaven is a living fact, a> We will go back to him who wrote the first 
happy state of being; ------- . . _ .
and love in Heaven, and they there sympathize and and so, and told me to go forth into another land, 
feel affections for their associates in Spirit-land, and and slay- the people which I. should find in that 
for associates and friends on earth. Heaven is no

terested in Spiritualism, and II, is being developed here, can affect the mind of my fellow, who is re-; e V _ — — —. —T. « w. — 4 sk — tn -w-» n ZV I1

All of the above cited impressions or communi-;
as a writing medium.’ ”

cations, were facts. I was detained at Hartford 
over night. I reached home a little past one o’clock 
on Saturday, Eeb. 11. About night, as I uas 
meditating upon Spiritual subjects, I mentally re
quested the Spirit of Brother to take this message 
to Miss Munn, “ I arrived at home a little after 
noon—all well.” The next morning I had some 
conversation with my son-in-law on Spiritual mat
ters ; and in the forenoon I wrote a letter to Miss 
Munn. The letter was mailed on Sunday evening.
My wife had become much interested on the sub
ject of Spirit-intercourse before my return home ; 
and H. was being developed as a writing medium.

Here are some facts for some unbelievers to dispose 
of, and when these are well digested^I can furnish 
more. Geo. Haskell.
—Spirit Adrocati. . .______

~ClBSflAE Siiik 1 uAHST.
So long us Men are llontM, so long will 

Success follow in tliv I-ootslcps of tlieir 
Labors. __________________ __________ I

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, MAY 27, 1834.

; that men and women Ute parts of your great Book.. And God met me thus

land—men, women and children. Now God 
! God’s voice was heard in his 

shall remove. Its locality- dipends upon the pecu- i soul. But Moses was not a perfect man. God 
liarities of the individual mind. Where love is, j desired that he should take the children of Israel 
there is Heaven; it may- be-in my own room; j and lead them across deserts, over mountains, and 
wherever the good Spirit can do most good, there ■ set them down in a far country where they would 
is Heaven. And in order to the enhancement of, be blessed by thc enjoyment of the bountiful gifts 
its happiness, and the increase of ours, the Spirit is i of Nature. But our Holy Father does not tell His 
enabled and empowered to exert all its faculties,! children to go out and do battfe one with another, 
whether they be in the nature of mesmerism, or of! Moses, the degenerate man, misinterpreted the 
psychology, whether they are exerted^to convince; word of God, as many, many- others have done, 
exterual =niinds of a life hereafter by physical de-j Perhaps it was no fault of his. Perhaps consci- 
inonstration£, or to create in us a desire to enjoy | cntiously he believed that God told him thus to 
Heaven bv mental manifestations, and lead our j do. But when he heard the voicc of God, the 
minds to tile contemplation of high and holy oh-; idea was suggested to him that the children of 
. ' Israel could not pitch their tents in a land already
JCGoon, Brethren, with vour refutations, and we occupied by other nations; and it was his own 
shall sosk find you standing side by side with us i voice that told him to sweep away their peoples. 

I on the Spiritual’platform. ! R >= «’rong for men to imitate lhe act of him.
1 _____ ----------- ■ Men have done it; men have drawn their swords
THE WORD OF GOD AND ITS EFFECTS an.ajnsi their fellows, and thought the voice of God

ON MEN. ! c ■ -
In order to a proper comprehension of this sub

ject, it is necessary- to understand what is the 
Word of God?—secondly, what are men? When 
we have solved these two questions—and they- j ___ ... ______________ o
never yet have been solved by any man save one I ^eg(._ as goon as plc external is allied with the in-
then we can understand fully and clearly tlie differ-1 jcrnaj—then confusion follows, then misinterpre- 
ent effects produced by the one upon the other. . 
We can understand that when God speaks to the i 
savage Indian, the interpretation of his word dif-; 
fers from that which is received by a civilized man. I

Supposing a man now upon the earth could 
serve as an example of what thc fust man was— 
one perfected in power and stature. He stood be
fore his God an image of the Creator. F 
that man out in the wild haunts of Nature, where 
forest trees waved over his head, and rivers bound
ed from the mountain-tops to the sea, bearing no 
the great concert wlncn Nature is always penurni=-[- 
ing. Mountains on this side, and on that with fair I 
rallies between—all that he required for his indi-1 

! vidual happiness spontaneously springing from the 
earth. Having no cause for contention, or dispute 
with himself or others, all the things which he saw 
would be known to him, not believed. Such must I 
have been the first man, an image of his Creator—' 
the highest form of Reason, 

j that man what to do. 
j tates of his own soul, 
j knew whither he was bound, 
i land-marks to lead him on hi: 
! light within him guided him.
: astray.

far off place; it is no place toward which the Spirit spake unto Moses!

A SIGN OF PROGRESS.
Not many, years ago, the science-of iinnd, being 

in a low state of development, all the .phenomena 
connected with Mesmerism, clairvoyance, and the 
involuntary mental powers were accepted by . fievv 
as indications of some new and very important facts, 
and were rejected by the most ol mankind as the 
products of quackery- and imposition.

When Spiritual manifestations first became pre
valent, the professors in our collegs, the incumbents 
of our pulpits, made no attempt tlieir effects and 
reduce them to the natural standard by the appli
cation of any knowledge concerning mental povv - 
ers, but rather attempted, by a succession of child
ish theories, to overthrow the new-born giant, but 
without effect, as is well known, for their theories 
and the names of their authors soon passed away 
and were forgotten, or remembered only to be des
pised. In spite of the opposition of learned univer
sities and of learned ministers, a belief in'Ylie real
ity of Spiritual manifestations extended widely over 
the land. The opposition which was made had no 
effect, or an effect contrary to that which was de
signed. The weakness of thc ' adversaries of that 
belief induced men to think that thc cause which 
could bring forth such weak and futile condeinna- 
tion“must be a cause containing within itself consid- 

----WiftEkb - 
thousands of men have accepted the truths concern
ing revelations from the Spirit land, learned uni
versities and the learned Doctors arc content to try
st new method of cure; and have accepted the 
truths connected with other mental phenomena, 
snch as mesmerism, clnii togance and inrotrliitary men
tal powers, to explain away this dangerous proposi
tion which is so rapidly gaining favor.

In these facts we have much cause for self-encou- > 
ragement. Spiritualism has done a great work, if it i 
lias served to open the minds of men to thc appro-! 
ciation of great truths concerning their own pow- ■ 
ers. And this it has accomplished. For thc only i 
real attack upon Spiritualism ; thc only- attack that!

Mation follows; and in the trail of misinterpreta- 
j tion all error, all crime, all bitterness, all woe. So 
i was His word, his holy word, misapplied, misin- 
| terpreted.

And later than Moses, when Abraham, the pa
triarch, full of faith and high dependence on his 
great Jehovah, went forth and thought he was com- 

Suppose manded to sacrifice his only begotten son, he be
lieved it was the voice of God that dictated that 
sacrifice. But God never required one of his 
children to raise the slaughtering knife and plunge 
cended to the summit of a hill, and stretched his 
son upon the altar, a more truthful voice—the sec
ond utterance of God—made itself heard in the 
breast of tlie patriarch, and said to him, “Stay 
tliv hand!” Seldom can you find an instance 
where a man once misinterpreting the word, is 

! blessed by repetition. But Nature made a strug- 
T. - . . ,. . f'1- in the breast of tlie man of faith, whenPerfect instinct told „ , . ’ ,Abe knife gleamed in the eyes of the intended He never doubted the die-1 - . . , _ „ ,TI ._ . , I victim:—lhe voice within cried out, O father!He came and went, and ■ . . , .. , . . , ; ,,,T . , i stain not tliv hand with the blood of thv son.He required no^ hc from

is wav: for the arcat x r • , , .-ri ;went forth-and took a kid and spilled the bloodile novel’ went I r
I t-i +i i < • a -n ♦! + ■ of the kid, and saved Iiis own son. Abraham, the, , , , - ■ Jake the beasts m the wilderness, that go • r . , , ’has had the semi,lance of life in it, is founded upon j forth from thch. del)S and rcturn to theh. dens ; ™an of ta.th behoved_ that God required of lum

; tlie sacrifice of that winch he most dearly loved. 
Abraham was honest in his intent and purpose; he 
meant to slay his son.- But hc was not a perfect 
man. And when he thought tlie voice of God re
quired of him that dearest object of his life, he at
tempted to reason within himself, and reason 
brought conviction, and conviction came nigh bring
ing the deed. But a second time the dictates of 
Nature sank in his inmost soul, and the Child was 
saved from death, and tlie father saved from the 
slaughter of liis son.

I need not illustrate my meaning by multiplied

those very facts, winch, unfil their appearance in ! agaillj traveli unaccustomed paths. He could 
their present form and for their present purpose, ; ligten to thc voice witbin bimse]f be cou]d know 
mere reprobated by the learned of this and other j of thc truths which tbat voicc spoke unto hhn._

, , , ! The voice of God within his soul would guideNow thc learned are content to accept truths him ahvays ngbtly.
which they before denied, in order that they may | But when men multiplied upon thc earth, came 
overthrow another truth which they still deny.—! together, face to face, and began to doubt one the 
The road on which they are at present traveling, i other, did contentions arise among them. Then 
inevitably leads towards Uonv.-etion of that truth, ■ they began to trust more to the results of debates 
which they ev er look upon as their enemy, and a lie. > and discussions than to the promptings of the inner 

Spiritualism has proved itself already a great and ! voice. They began to lose their way in the wil-
• successful reformer. Questions are now being dis- j derness. They left their homes and knew not how ,

cussed in private circles, among those who occupy i to return to them again. Men became lost and fal- [instances of the ■ misinterpretation of the Divine 
the common walks of life, which a lew short years ! Icn, and are lost and fallen now. Even him whom I dictates of the human soul. I have said enough to
ago were even beyond the reach ol those who made i you call the child of Nature—the poor savage is ; exemplify my meaning, and to show you that in
study thc occupation of tlieir lives, and who expen- ! wandering day by day amid forest trees, is lost to I reading from that Book which contains so much of
ded their time in_researches concerning mentat as the. light within himself. He does not hear anifci truth, you still should permit the highest faculties
well as physical powers. .Men of late have dared : read the word of God as the word of God is spo- ’ - -■
to look in upon themselves, and have been astonish-1 ken all about him. He misinterprets the meaning, 
cd at the discoveries they have made. And it i He docs wrong, and he thinks he does right. He 
weighs vastly in favor of the preposition that Spir-; goes forth to the battle, and deals destruction to his
itual manifestations are what they purport to be,' foe. 
when wc see, as : " '
all the knowledge and all the science known to the ' 

The voice of God would tell him to take his
all men can see, that, examine by i enemy' by the hand and call him friend and brother.

-------------- -------- ' The pure word of God is that which speaks 
world before, they could not be reached, they could ’ within the man. It is thc warning which we call 
not be overthrown, and it was only by the applica-! conscience, which tells men when they are wron-, 
tion of new facts, of a seience heretofore unknown j and how they may be right.. This is the word- 
or unacknowledged, that even the s,mt,lance of an from God which can never be misunderstood if its 

cou'd be produced.--------------------------------- voice is allowed to be heard. Y’ou cannot escape
lhe road which many members of the learned ‘ the convictfon which that voice brings. God never 

pro essions non hate to ti,i\cl is but short, lhey : speaks to the breast of one man in a different lan- 
have been convinced that the invohmtary powers ' guage from that which hc uses in the breast of ev- 
of the human mind are cf such a character, that' cry man. He always tells the same tale. God is 

. they can cause, without the knowledge of the indi-. truth, and his voice utters nought but truth 
vtdual, movements of mammate objects, or can I Rut there is another word of God beside that 
produce physical sounds. Many of them have ac- i which is heard every day and every hour in the 
knouledged thatthe.se powers are cl such a char- breast of each one of His children. There is 
acter, that they enable the possessor to look be-1 another word ot God, which is written in the Book 
yond himself, and to produce effects upon the minds ; which you call holy. All truth contained in that 
aLT ^rr!°nLl er'.‘.'.’V"d :‘! “ d‘S!iinCC fi‘°m him’! Book is God —not Jrcim God> but is God. The 

admit that they can difficulty has been, and always must be, that thatAnd some go so far as to :
even produce sound.-- ..nd ,,i<n unents at a distance. . M ord is misunderstood, until thc good time comes 
r on t icy late on y to leach ,i httle fuither and which is now approaching, when men will bring all 
perceive this truth, that in order to the production written words to the test of the one universal lan- 

a of a movement m, or a sound upon, an inanimate guage-the language which Nature and unclouded
Object, the presence oi the power is necessary : conscience speaks. AL Twee is iioi a
>0r hon can I, seated m my room, affect an object in all this world who understands that Book- 
d-stantly removed?. There is no law i 
verse under which I mn do that thing?
to affect my- brother, who is In another room, I 1 of the Deity and tlie voice of the imperfect'inteili- 
must move and bring myself m contact with my : gence ? Because of these facts, tHYtsgtc^in the 

. brother. This movement may be made conscious-! vast aggregate of good that it has donSgd done 
ly or unconsciously by me. My fipint can, in part ■ much evil. Because men have looked upwi that 
or in whole, remove from the body, and perform i Book, and taken thence their rules of life. They 
deeeU during the separation have gone forth and fought with their'brothers,

acts which arc established in connection with I sending up anthems to their God that they are 
mesmerism, show that a man, possessing excessive ! permitted to slay them. Rendering thanks for na- 
posifive power, can, by the influence of his will I tions debased, broken, scattered to the four winds • 
alone, produce visible effects upon the minds of! for tribes of men swept away from thc face of 
others present with him, or within the sphere .of i the earth.
his influence. This is the action of mind upon | God never seeks thanksgiving because His child-1

At present there is not a man
. . - • - lumu nuv uiium-auuius inaiuooK—the

dstantly removed?, lhere >s no law in the uni- IJible-or any other book. Who can distinguish 
In order between the truth and the lie ?—between the voice

scenes all flooded in emanations from ’ 
that brighter worlds, from more exalted beings, from > 

more fair abodes than this; to look up, and not 
Now the state of man at the present day is no | look down into the dark eternity that is gone. . 

Leave the past behind; let it serve as a deep anu . 
lasting lesson. For as this universe goes round and 
round, creating music in its course,—still goes on 
through space to a vast centre, around which other 
universes revolve, so should the mind of man keep 
time with the Heavenly music, so should the soul 
roll on, seeking to find that central Sun, and min
gle with the central universe of soul. Too great a 
reverence for the past serves as an anchor to the 
Spirit; and keeps it fixed; but the world cannot 
be anchored, the universe will not stop; and if 
you remain, and stretch not your limbs in the race, 
thc world will go on and leave you anchored in 
your ignorance, your blissful want of knowledge.

The Bible has been preserved through many 
ages. It has been preserved by the truth which it 
contained; but the Bible has been much abused, 
much misinterpreted, looked upon and leaned upon 
as authority by those who wished to do their 
fellows wrong. They- have found texts to uphold 
them in their course. One great part of the truth 
this Book contains has never been thought of by 
men. The Bible shows the effect produced upon 
men in different stages of development by the influx 
of light from Heaven. Some men, whose history 
is therein contained, received the light just as it 
emanated from God. It illuminated their souls, and 
they were made better and purer men. But some 
there were whose minds were clouded by- ignorance, 
and error, and crime; and when the light came 
to them, its rays were distorted, and they reecived 
something within themselves different from that 
which descended from God. You should look not 
only to those men who received it in purity, but 
examine the lives of those in whom its rays were 
distorted. Beware of being deceived by the 
contemplation of the actions of those who received 
the emanation imperfectly. JJ"hen David cries 
aloud unto his God to slay his enemies, do not be
lieve that David- speaks as God teaches. When 
Moses tells of sharing the captives, putting to death 
all the males, and taking the virgins to themselves 
after setting aside a portion for the Lord, do not 
believe that God dictates that proceeding. Moses 
did not hear aright; David did not hear aright.

Take not every word for the word of God. Tiy 
their words by the words of him whose soul was 
pure, who received that which was sent. Ask 
Christ if God told David that he might pray for 
death and destruction to be inflicted upon his ene
mies. Ask Christ if Moses spoke by divine au
thority, when he ordered the destruction of all the 
inhabitants of the land, men, women and children 
Trv them all by the standard of Jesus, and accept 
such as he approves, reject such as will not stand 
the test of comparison with him.

Ask

' dictated to them their course; and they refer to 
'* the olden time, and say, as God hade Moses go, so 

He bids us go forth unto the battle, and slay our 
enemies with our swords. The voice of God is

I only heard at first. As soon as man begins to sug-
TTTF. TEACHINGS OF EXPERIENCE.
There are some things which experience has suf

ficiently taught; one of which is the fact that par
ties cannot be perpetuated in their purity. When 
one individual is good, honest, and pure, it affords 
no guaranty that his grandson will be so. A 
church, a party, or any social or religious compact, 
mav be very pure and honest to-day; but that af
fords no security that the next set of men will be 
the same. While it is the same church, or party, 
the individuals may be widely different. Forex- 
ample : the Jewish race in the time of Abraham 
vf .hffAtira
finally murdered, were the same party but not the 
individuals. The one walked with God and in the 
light of His glorious countenance; tlie other walked 
in the light of their own darkened misunderstand
ings. The one class of men foresaw, and foretold 
the coming of Christ; and the other rejected him 
when he came. So the Christian Church, in the 
early part of its existence, was simple, pure, hon
est. It has become proud, aristocratic, and artful. 
It was once pre-eminently progressive; it is now 
pre eminently conservative. It was once the suf
fering party; it is now the aggressive. It was 
once the poor party; it is now the wealthy. It 
was once the self-sacrificing party; now the self- 
aggrar.dizing.

Another lesson taught by experience is that great 
fact, that when a party forsakes its first principles, 
and its first loves, God supersedes it by another. 
He does not patch up the old; or in other and more 
appropriate words, he does not “Put new wine 
into old bottles.” He puts new wine into new bot
tles, that have not lost their pliancy to new pur
poses and expanding dimensions. It was in- pur
suance of this principle, and as a matter of neces
sity rather than choice, when Christ was making 
up the appliances for the introduction of his great 
work, that he chose poor fishermen rather than 
learned doctors and divines.

Suppose he had made up his instruments from 
the stiff-necked, hard-hearted, opinionated, self- 
willed Jews; what would hare been the conse
quence ‘i He never could have got on with such 
materials, and the work would have been greatly 
embarrassed and finally defeated for want of ac
quiescence in his plans.

The difficulty was not that the Jews were un
sound in theory. They had not forsaken the old 
faith of the Church. They had kept unimpaired 
the faith as delivered to their.fathers through the 
holy prophets. Scrupulously and severely true in 
the observance of all that the law required. 
Blameless in the sight of a pure theology, and the 
only people that professed the true and living God ; 
it was impossible for them to comprehend that any, 
and surely not that the greatest good should come 
out of Nazareth. Of course, whatever was from 
God, would come through the chosen people of 
God. How else could it come, and be Orthodox ?

God thought otherwise, and ventured to diverge 
from the sound judgment and profound learning of 
his own peculiar people.

And when the simple-minded Christians had 
filled up the measure of their trials and persecu
tions ; had fought the good fight, and finished their 
course, and a new class of men had come upon the 
stage, and the acquisition of power under Constan
tine the Great led them into the dreadful labyrinths 
of blindness and superstition, how did God revive 
the work of pure and Spiritual religion in the 
earth? Not by reforming and renovating the 
Romish Church, but by a new class of men, who 
came out in opposition to the established orthodoxy 
of the age, under the leadership of Luther.

Without troubling the reader to go through all . 
the volumes of history which might be adduced 
to prove our point, suffice it to say that the history 
of human advancement shows conclusively, that ■

germ which each man carries within himself.
It is bad, very bad, to look always behind ; it is 

good, very good, to let the past serve as a check 
upon the soul’s career; to learn wisdom from those 
who have traveled in the paths of error. But with 
that check behind, it- is well to rise and endeavor 
to stretch the wings and soar away, and discover 
new beauties, enter new depths of thought, leam

of your soul and the results of your convictions 
and reason to guide you, or will you be led astray. 
I have told you enough to show that those words, 
coming from high and holy Spirits, many of them 
when applied to men, when brought down to their 
comprehension, have been, many, many times mis
interpreted and misunderstood; and that you 
should not in every instance look to those whose 
names are recorded there as exemplars for your 
lives and actions. Examine the Book ■ study it 
well; take unto yourselves the truth which it con
tains, but let your reason guide your search. Ex
amine within yourselves; examine Nature ; ask of 
her, and you will be led aright. Never fear.

Reason was given that it should be used; that 
it should send forth its rays and penetrate not only I 
this earth of yours, but the planets which roll be
yond the sun, to the fixed stars, which are suns 
around .which other planets roll. When this facul
ty of the human Spirit has been developed to its 
utmost extent, then indeed, will knowledge come 
to you by intuition ; then can the mind reach out 
and commune with the farthest star that gilds the 
vault of Heaven. The soul will go forth in the 
road which the desire makes, will visit the farthest 
star, and return again knowing of its contents— 
knowing what brighter beings inhabit those abodes 
—knowing the relation in which they stand to the 
earth which men inhabit

There is no being in all the universe superior to 
a man. The forest tree is not superior to the 
acorn from whence it sprung, because within the 
acorn is the tree coqjlned; so in the highest elim
ination of soul, the most exalted intellect, the 
deepest, and most far-reaching thought possessed 
by angels, is found only the perfection of that 

truth has been compelled to make,its way into the 
world, not by a uniform ratio of progress, but by 
a step at a time, with long intervals between 5 and 
that only one step has been taken by the same set 
of men; and what is most surprising is, that when 
a class of men have taken one step in advance of 
the world, in opposition to the influence of other 
classes,-they always raise their protest against the

INFLUENCE OF SPIRITS.
“ BrotherSoon, very soon you will know why 

you have not succeeded in writing to Dear Mother. x 
You will see that a Providence is exercised wisely- 
in all matters from least to greatest

Week after week, I took my seat to write to 
my Mother, residing in a distant city, but every at
tempt was so disconnected, so blurred, that it was 
impossible to make meaning of it I was surroun- 
ded by a Spiritual influence at the time, and my hand 
passed back erasing sentence after sentence. The 
above communication was given under one of these . 
trials. Ina short time after with a vision of my 
Mother brought plainly before me, her warm affec
tion filling my heart and surrounded by Spirit 
forms I easily wrote several pages filled with im
pressions calculated to awaken new and beautiful 
thoughts, and bearing an intensity of awakened love 
which I was incapable of exercising in my most 
sanguine moments. I felt truly in my soul that 
before I had not been prepared to write. _ I felt 
that kind Spirits, ever watching and guarding, had 
been laboring to get me in that state wherein they 
could impress upon me, in living figures, my Mo
ther’s life with all its gentleness and purity, and so 
make me feel her truthfully in every line. Only 
those who have felt such can realize the happiness 
experienced in thus being controlled by a povver 
from the inner world.

All this to me was instructive, and left the im
pression intended by my- .Spirit-guides, that in 
writing to those wc love or would instruct, we 

’ should, by calm and passive states, let Spiritual in- 
’ fluences steal into our hearts and minds and draw 
1 our affections and thoughts plainly and truly to

wards them. In this manner the missive becomes 
a carrier, not of the expression merely, but of the 
affection and sentiment which it places all fiesh 
and glowing into the heart of the recipient.

Infilled with Spiritual life, wc cannot estimate. 
the good that could be done by thousands of little 
messengers that daily travel the length and breadth 
of the land, destined for warm heartstand anxious 
minds, but which too often fail to satisfy' because - 
they are sent forth with words bearing only the 
form of life, without representing thc true feelings.

w.

validity of the acts and theories of those chosen to 
make the next advance. - - .

The history of the world has thuB become th ■. 
history of one party chosen to supersede and en
lighten another. Each party is adapted to its work ; 
becomes stereotyped for that purpose, and can . 
never travel beyond. It has fulfilled its mission 
and should be disbanded, and give easy place to 
the onward progress of truth.

But what is the practice? They plant them
selves there, and resolve to defend the pass and die 
upon the classic ground of Thermopyle. Each 
party suppose they can do God service in no other 
way ; and with holy ardor are anxious to mingle 
their own with the blood of the holy martyrs. But 
at any expense, they are determined to defend the 
pass ; and see that no one eclipses their light, or 
tarnishes their fame ; and more especially that no 
one robs them of the advantages of organized 
power. ' . ,

Now with this light of truthful experience before 
us, let us inquire, what is thc position of parties at 
the present moment ? Is there an advance party t 
Is the Church progressive? Is there any new 
light breaking forth, or have they fulfilled their 
particular mission, and are we on the eve of an
other step forward ? The Roman Church was once 
the advancing, vigorous, growing party, contending 
against organized and legalized wrong. Is it now 
the advance-guard—the rising light—the increas
ing prospect of an active, energetic, irrepressible, 
soul-moving age ? with increased and ardent desires 
burning and devouring those whose starved souls 

' are hungering and thirsting for higher and purer, 
and more soul-satisfying aliment?

Time was when the English Episcopal Church was 
the reform element in the world’s hopes. It fulfilled 
its mission, and blessed the world with its victories 
of triumph over Spiritual power, used to abridge 
and not to advance the liberties of mankind.

How is it now ? Is it on the side of growing 
freedom—of enlarged privileges ; of a more active 
and world-regenerating Christianity ? Does it take 
thc part of defenceless want against legalized 
aristocracy? Is it opposed to large salaries and. a 
poor people? Is it the clement that is to break in
to thc strong fortresess of concentrated power and 
set the people free ? No! It has taken the side 
of the strong against the weak—has become leagued 
with all the legalized despotisms, and acquired im
munities of privileged, organized and fortified par
ties, casts, grades, lordships and titles which curse 
mankind.

How is it with the Churches that have come off 
from them, and very' properly protested against 
their unfair pretensions ? Have they- outlived their 
day ; or are they gloriously marching on, answer
ing the' increased wants of the present day' ? Are 
they shining brighter and brighter, fulfilling the glo
rious predictions which assure us of the ultimate 
triumph of universal love and common brotherhood 
throughout the entire world? IVhat is the great 
end sought by Christianity? To teach men to love 
God with all the heart and our neighbor as our
selves;—the entire destruction of all selfishness. 
Are the Churches leading to that end ? Are they in 
a condition ever to lead to that result ? Do they not 
increase the prejudices of society rather than over
come them ? Does not legalized selfishness find its 
strongest holds in the churches? How can a sel
fish man best accomplish his purposes ? How can 
he make the greatest gains? How live in the 
greatest splendor and find thc most congenial and 

; coiTesponding Spirits ? Can hc promote any of 
. .. ■ - .................. .. “j jvimiig a cnurch where

these things are most successfully accomplished'?
Does any body pretend that the present Church- 

' es are still advancing? That they are becoming 
less selfish and more actively, vitally-, practically 
Spiritual ? Have we not their own testimony that 
they are declining; true revivals less -frequent; and 
coldness, deadness, Spiritual darkness marking 
their worship ?

AVhcn will this evil be coiTected ? AVill God 
leave his cause to perish ? How does he correct 
thc decline of parties and churches ? By' reform
ing them? Have we any authority from the histo
ry of thc past, that He will answer thc heart
craving progress of the present wonderful and as
tonishing era by patch-work ? Will he put new 
wine into old bottles ? The Churches will answer 
‘.‘Yes;’’ but the fight of experience renders a dif
ferent verdict The supply will come. God will 
not hear His children cry for'bread and give them 
a scorpion. No; he is a present helper in the 
time of need.

All learned commentators have agreed that the 
unfulfilled prophecies point to the present time for 
some great and startling event

We distinctly recollect that some of thc most 
learned replies to the Father Miller theory con
ceded the fact that some great event was forth- 
shadowed about this time.

There has been a general concurrence of learn
ing on this point Then the present condition of 
the religious world—the crying wants of the age, 
and the learned opinions of the world, all concur 
in forthshadowing a great event about this time. 
Has it come ? Has anything transpired to answer 
to answer to this long-expected event? We will 
respond to this inquiry- in our next.

---------------»rg»i-------- -------
A WORD TO SCHOLARS RESUMED.

We remarked in our last number that “It is in
excusable for a scholar to come to a wrong conclu
sion, when he has the means of being -right."

We will now add that it is inexcusable for a 
scholar to say that he either believes or disbelieves 
a subject of fact, when the facts are within the 
reach of investigation.

It is quite well known to all who have anv 
knowledge of the progress of discoveries, that few 
facts have been found to coincide with previous 
conjecture, or even well-studied theories. All the 
facts of physiology, when ascertained, contradicted 
previous theory. Nothing is so unsafe as popular 
opinion, or even plausible assumption. What 
would a scholar think of any one who should sav, 
that he believed or disbelieved Chemistry, or Euclid 
or Algebra. The thing would be supremely ridicu
lous ; and would deny to any- one the reputation of 
being a scholar.

And yet men of science—learned professors, 
physicians, lawyers, divines, and indeed the influ
ential classes generally, content themselves by say
ing that they do not Miete in the Spiritual phe
nomena. What nonsense ! And yet they claim 
the honor of being men of intelligence, and would 
have their opinions respected and treated with 
courtesy.

WHAT IS LOVE ?
Love is the fulfilling of the Law. God is Love.

Love encompasses all that concerns, men or angels ’ 
or glorified saints. All good consists in love. All 
that is wrong arises from impure love. Jealousy, 
hatred, revenge, covetousness, fraud, and all the 
impure lusts and inordinate demonstrations of pas
sional desire arise from self-love, or self-preferment. 
All the gentle emotions and affinities of the soul— 
benevolence, gratitude, generosity, pity, kindness, 
and all those sweet instincts, which mark the high
er and nobler man, arise from the love of God and 
mankind, or the love of pur neighbor as distin
guished from ourselves.

Industry arises from love—the love of the ob
jects which industry produces, or the ends that can 
be attained by their use.

Ambition arises from love—the love of prefer
ment.

Slothfulness is love—love of ease, repose, quiet, 
docility.

Hatred is love—produced by the supreme love 
of self.

So we might go on and ultimate this article, and 
make it cover all the interests of men, angels, God, 
the universal whole.

Sunday Lectures.—The Lectures at Dodworth’s 
Academy, 806 Broadway, arc well attended, and 
the audience on each succeeding Sunday exhibits 
an increase of numbers and interest Rev. T. L. 
Harris occupied the speaker’s desk last Sunday 
morning and evening. The audience in the even
ing was larger than the Hall would comfortable ac- 
com modate.

A. J. Davis, the Seer, will speak on next Sunday 
morning and evening at the usual hours, and the 
prevailing curiosity to see and hear him will doubt
less attract a numerous auditory.—Telegraph.

J. B. DODS ON SPIRITUAL MANIFES- 1AXXUX,Oi
M e have already expended some little labor upon 

an examination of the very interesting and ably- 
written work of Dr. Dods, but not being over fond 
of controversy, we . are glad to avail ourselves of 
the arguments of others. The following, which 
ye clip from the - Buffalo Daily Republic, will be 
found interesting to our readers. The entire re- ' ' 
view, of which this is ah extract, gives evidence of 
considerable research, and is characterized bv 
niuch ability.

We sincerely hope that Dr. Dods will not rest 
upon his laurels, but will write another volume of 
refutation ; should he attempt to do this, we confi
dently predict he will become an earnest working 
member on our side of the house.

The striking peculiarity of the book under con
sideration is this : That tlie arguments used and 
the premises on which they arc founded are pre
cisely those which ninety-nine men in every hun
dred entirely reprobated and stigmatized as quacxe- 
ry previous to tlieir application to Spiritual mani
festations. They are admitted now by- virtue of 
the use to which they have been applied, and as 
they are for the most part just and true, we must 
thank tlie Doctor for having opened the perceptions 
of nien to much new knowledge concerning the sci
ence of mind.

We have nothing but good to anticipate from the 
Doctor’s work. It will serve to excite investiga
tion and that is what we most desire. All men 
will not be contented to stop with the author, but 
will insist upon traveling further, and a firm belief 
or rather a knowledge of the truth of Spiritual 
manifestations is but a step 'beyond the end of tlie 
author's journey.

We would invite particular attention to the fol
lowing extract:—

“ M e are willing to adopt the substance of our 
author’s main arguments in his fourth, fifth and 
sixth lectures, for we are impressed of their truth. 
But the facts which he introduces, and the main 
premises from which he reasons, do not warrant 
the restricted conclusions to which he arrives. His 
premises prove much more than he is willing to al
low. His positions reach beyond him and over
look his meagre gleanings. When he again looks 
out with a free and unclouded eye upon the beau- 

. tiful plain which his zeal has permitted him thus 
rashly to enter, he will see that his instincts and 
intuition have permitted him to get a glimpse of 
the staffing points of truth and freedom, but that 
a desire for popularity has stopped him short of 
the invaluable treasures which lie beyond. Itseeins 
a pity that ho should labor so hard to ‘ annihilate 
the Spirit-manifestations,’ and at tlie same time in
troduce some of the strongest reasons to sustain 
their truth. He assumes to prove that man in com
mon with tlie animals, possesses instinct, and that 
‘instinct is conscience—that God in man.’ And 
that instinct ‘ when influenced by foreign Impres
sions is truth—the living oracle through which God 
has spoken to his servants in dreams—in risions_
in silent and passive meditations.’ It is the living 
oracle through which Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah and 
Daniel consulted the Eternal,'and through which, 
as His inspired servants, they- heard His voicc speak
ing in the cool stillness of the day and m silent 
and passive meditation.’ Now, if man possesses 
instinct in such an eminent degree, and if instinct 
is so nearly- allied to ‘iiisjriration, and if, as lie says, 
‘a person in the mesmeric state is in communica
tion with surrounding Nature and with alf the per
sons of a certain nervous temperament in sympa
thy with his own, even thousands of miles distant, 
and for ought we know, throughout the globe’ 

if a medium in this condition is in ‘ communica-

/ j

thatthe.se


The Doctor ad- 
‘ foreign influcn- 
portion of those 
Spiritual ? If a

tion with the Universe,’and acted upon by ‘for
eign influences,’ does it not prove that he possesses 
all the qualifications necessary to become the sub; 
ject of Spiritual influences? If a medium can be 
influenced by a sympathetic mind in the body 
thousands of miles distant, does it not prove thathe 
may be influenced by a sympathetic mind out of 
the body? If one fact.is admitted to be true, the 
other fact follows as a necessary consequence. Our 
author believes in immortality and a future life, 
and that in the future life we retain our identity 
and consciousness. He believes in the reunion of 
friends and the enjoyment of sympathetic minds in 
the future life. IIow, then, is it possible that those 
friends and sympathetic minds should not, under 
certain circumstances, be in communication with 
individuals and influence them? 
mits that mediums are subject to 
cos.’ IIow docs he know • that a 
1 foreign influences’ may not be
medium can be influenced by a material existence 
thousands of miles distant, is it not more than pro
bable that he may be influenced by a Spiritual ex
istence pliant with him? Is anything unreason
able in such a supposition? Nay, do not allow all 
Our hopes and anticipations, Christian promptings, 
sympathies, instinct, intuitiom and presentiments, 

. incline us to the belief that our thoughts which 
, run after our friends in the Spirit world, are also 

reciprocated by return thoughts from them to us ? 
The ■ proluil'illtie’i arc in favor of Spiritual com
munion.

“The Doctor admits that mediums are in commu
nication with surrounding Nature, and with the 
L’niverse! lie also admits tnat Spirits actually 
exist in a conscious state! and that Spirits arc a 
part of the Universe, and hence, that Spirits act 
upon mediums! His own reasoning when legiti
mately extended, establishes the very doctrine 
which he is attempting co annihilate.

“ \\ e are satisfied that our author, at sonic lucid 
intervals of his argument, has some faint glimpses 
where he is floating, for on page one hundred and 
three, he says, ‘Now convince me that the Spirit- 
manifestations are true, and mv philosophy is still 
correct: In such a case, it would only be necessa
ry for me to remove my position one step farther 
back and say that departed Spirits influenced the 
involuntary powers of the mind in the back brain, 
and

’ our
and establishes the very tiling which he has been 
so eloquent to destroy!. But this is not all. In 
other parts of his book in still stronger terms lie 
admits the impotency of his main conclusion, and 
acknowledges himself vanquished by the very wea
pons he had raised in his own defence.

But we have already extended our review to 
so great a length, that we shall have to'tiefer any- 
further remarks till next week.”

moved into action the instinctive energies of 
being.' He livre yields the whole argument,

IJY THOMAS I., HARRIS. /

The young man whose happy entrance into immortal life^-^ 
shallowed forth in the ensuing Poem, departed into that exalted 
existence from an obscure cell in a Neapolitan prison. 
hi1* external career be thought freely and acted nobly. __ ___

[For the Christian Spiritualist] 
HOPF.

The Love that through our Being stream*. 
The Truth that in our Reason beams, 
The Beauty that o’er Nature gleams, 

Are still at morning hour:
And soon where Woe in vain has plained. 
And Error kept his victims chained. 
And hideous Chaos wildly reigned,

Will show their blessed power.

• Tbe fire of Love hath feebly burned, 
The Truth with travail sore been earned. 
And Beauty long hath yearned

• To show her shining face; 
But Love and Truth and Beauty now 
Bend o'er the darkened sleeper's brow. 
And breathing in their trinal vow,

Bouse up the human race.

I man, thy onward path is trod 
With bloody footprints in tho sod, 
And scorching fire and bruising rod 

Have been thy only cheer; 
Through many a storm of thunderous dread. 
Across the earthquake’s quivering bed. 
'Twas then a weary way to tread;

But now thy rest is near.

Once more round Slaughter’s bloody throne 
Are mangled limbs and entrails strown; 
Once more ascends the sickening groan

From Conquest’s vampyro feast: 
Once more thy bleeding heart is torn; 
Once more low Avail of anguish borne 
On sulphurous winds; and then tho morn 

Shall redden all the east.

Ye stars, that through tbe weary night 
Have shed your steady guiding light. 
Though often bi Men from our sight

By earth’s storm-driven clouds— 
We still will bless your constant ray, 
And know that on your thrones you stay, 
Though hidden in the depths of day,

You weave of light your shrouds..

[For the Christian Spiritualist]
THE BATTLE OF LIFE.

This battle of life is a fearful encounter
With foes so intrepid—a thousand to one. 

And we have but one hope in a war so unequal.
The hope of Jehovah’s invincible Son.

With le.-is than omnipotent, and omnipresent
To watch every place where a warrior can stand.

*Tis vain to contend with the artful deceiver.
And imps thick as sunbeam", with sabre in hand.

But on the helmet and shield of the Savior,
And the sword of the Spirit take firm in your hand, 

And your feet plant upon the secure “Bock of Ages,’’
If the >hoek of the foe you would safely withstand.

All flesh is but grass, and all wisdom but folly,
All strength is but weakness, impotent and vain; 

Our light is but darkness, unpierced by a sunbeam.
Our purity nothing but vileness and stain.

[From the Spiritual Telegraph.] 
THE CAPTIVB FREE.

“ Take off those tattered garments. Haste and bring 
Celestial raiment. Sing, sweet Lyra. sing. 
The earth-chili! from the darkness, the decay,

• The agony, the terror bear away. -
lie fell asleep within the dungeon cell, 

His broken heart beat heavily to rest, 
But he shall wake a new-born angel, drest

In kingly glory, where the angels dwell.
“Haste. gather blossoms fed by honey dew, 
Now fallen from lips of lovers fund and true, 
And wreathe for him Life's fresh-blown coronal. 
Sweet Zara, pluck the new-born asphodels 
And fragrant-scented jasmines, In the dells 
Of deep Elysium hid from tight Distill 
Their fragrance into unguents : bathe his brow 
With pu rest dews from summer shaken bough. 
That he may wake transfigured. At bis feet 
Place golden lilies. Waking h« shall greet 
Their sweet Lloorn lovingly.—Now stand away.— 
Brother, arise!”—

fared imprisonment at the hands of the present despotic king of . 
Naples.’where bo left the chains of despotism and mortality but I 
a few weeks since.

He wakes. Th.? twinkling my i
New fallen from tbe Guardian Angel's face, 
Fills with immortal light the holy’place, 
And all the aromatic sphere ere long 
Pervades Lis bosom. From afar the son" 
Of thousand thousand angels floats to hint 
Mists of delight his waking eyes bedim. 
Sweet bubbling tones, ns if a waterfall 
Began to speak, articulate, rise and fall. 
Thrilling at last to blessed speech complete. 
He wakes! Bis eyes the golden lily meet;
.lie sees it blooming;—looks amazed, and tries. 
With hand ui>on his forehead, and with sighs, 
To call himrelf to consciousness.’ Ho stands 
Erect He looks above; he feels no bands. 
He sees, entranced, the angel-peopled sky 
Above him vast—H< whispers. “ Where am I?” 
“ Is this a drcam ? fade not O Dream divine! 
Still linger.”—“ ’Tis no dream, sweet Brother mine,” 
The fairest, rosiest Spirit drawing near 
Whispers: “’Tls Heaven, andthuu art welcome here.”

This beautiful Poem was spoken by Mr. Harris while In the 
entranced condition, on the evening of the ICth instant On the 
morning of the 17th, while Mr. H. was seated in our sanctum, 
having just finished tho reading of the poem, he passed into an 
anterior state and dictated the prefatory noto.—Ed.

We have received a copy of the Pennsylvania School Jour- 
nal, a magazine devoted to the cause of Education generally, 
and particularly to the interests of the schools of the State In 
which it is published. AH who arc interested in the cause of 
Education—and all good men should feel an Interest in that 
cause—will find much valuable reading in the columns of this 
journal.

We have received the first number of a new Spiritual paper— 
the Spirit Advocate—published at Bockford. DL It takes high 
ground in Spiritual matters, and we welcome its appearance in the 
field. Its motto is, “ Prove all things: Hold fast that which is 
good.” We extract the follewing from its introductory:—

“We ask you to read, and compare what we present with 
what reason tells you is true. Divest your minds of prejudice, 
and accept what your conscience approves. Our object Is not to 
gain proselytes to a sect or creed; but to a scatter the truth on 
soil prepared for its reception, that tbe world may become en
lightened, and the human mind, long bound in chains of daik- 
ness and ignorance, be free.”

New Pater.—We have received a specimen number of a 
new paper published at Camden, N. J., called the Jersey Blue. 
It a is very large sheet, filled almost entirely with solid reading 
matter. The projectors have made a boldstroke, and we hope 
for the honor of the State, that the citizens of New-Jersey will 
step forward tn maane in support of the enterprise. If it meets 
the success it deserves, it will soon'count its subscribers by tens 
of thousands.

(Lomsyoiiitmf.
[The following letter comes to us in a lady's handwriting, yet 

from an unknown correspondent:—]
Flushing, L. I., May 21,1S54.

To Editor Christian Spiritualist: Although an entire 
stranger to you, I feel emboldened, by irterest in one common 
cause, to address you. I have read with pleasure, your first 
numbers of tbe Christian* * Spiritualist, and doubt lot your 
ability to make each succeeding number meet the expectations 
of friends, who have long wished a broader platform upon 
which to meet as Brothers.

Many a poor Spiritualist, and medium too, have been deterred 
from appearing as such, on account of the exclusiveness which, 
in too many instances, havo.characterized circles.

Thanks to our Father, who has given you the ability and will 
to make this a feast for all who will partake, and without price. 
All may meet on your platform, where, I am sure, the distinc
tions of society will be forgotten, and merit alone acknowledged. 
Hold out tho band of fellowship to the poor, the weary and 
heavy laden, that they may find rest And oh, may tho sinning 
and erring be led by the inorc fortunate to “look from Nature 
up to Nature’s God,” with tbe assurance that He still loves nis 
children, however much they may have sinned against Him, 
and is waiting to forgive when repentance comes.

“ Shall we whose souls are lighted 
By wisdom from on high, 

Shall we to man benighted. 
The lamp of life deny?”

No ! Let religion in all its purity and beauty be shown them, 
and reckless indeed must be the heart that can reject it

This is a religion overflowing with love, and all-embracing in 
its character. It must and 11:111 overspread tbe earth. Already 
are the poor benighted heathen beginning to understand, and 
without the aid of missionaries, the absurdity of “bowingdown 
to wood and stone,” and the assurance of a true and living God 
is gradually unfolding within them. Already are those conclud
ing lines of Bishop Heber’s beautiful missionary hymn being 
realized. Already, “like ^sea of glory,” is begun this beautifal 
unfolding to our material senses, of the love, wisdom and 
power of God.

Excuse the freedom with which I have written. It arises 
only from a feeling of deep sincerity, and anxiety for the spread 
of truth aDd justice.

Tho Cause in which you are embarked is a glorious one. May 
you be sustained and strengthened by that power which alone 
cometh from above.

The basis of a Society ns broad and all-embracing as yours 
proposes to be, with virtue as its standard, must and will suc
ceed. May the blessings of God rest upon you.

Yours, fraternally, IL A. D.

REPORT OF A LECTURE,
DELIVERED BY r.EV. T. L. HARRIS, AT DODWORTIl’s

MAY 21, 1S5L
After the reading of a chapter from the Bible, and prayer, Mr. , 

Harris commenced as follows:— I
Tbe multitude came to Jesus because be gave them bread ] 

from heaven to eat; because he gave them that which they 
could not derive from any external or intellectual man—any ex
ternal teacher of religion. They felt that in spite of the exter
nal -splendors and tbe traditional glories of the Mosaic faith, , 
there was need of an absolute human manifestation of divine 
good and truth. They were unhappy, wretched, miserable. The 
very teachers of their religion had lost the interpretation of it. 
Sects multiplied even among the most learned of the Jews. 
The very men who represented that religion, who occupied its , 
places of authority, and who endeavored to impress upon tbe 
nation the truthfulness of that religion, wore themselves re- , 
creant to humanity and traitors to their God. They were ex
tortioners, unjust, tyrannical and cruel.

Now, wherein did Christianity, as manifested through Jesus, 
differ from Judaism ? Chiefly in this: that while Judaism was 
a representative religion, consisting In types and sacrtfices, and 
pointing forward to the great reality to come, Christianity was 
that reality. Christianity was a vital religion, a Spirit religion; 
in other words, an out-breathing of Divine Spirit flowing from 
God and centering in Christ, and from thence distributing itself 
Into the external world. Christ, as a mere external man, or ex
ternal physical organization, never claimed any authority what
ever. Mighty works were done through him; but he said, “It 
is the Father who dwelletb In me who doeth the works.” Great 
truth's were uttered through him, but of those truths he did 
not claim to be tbe originator; he simply claimed to speak as a 
medium for the Divine Spirit communicating through blm_ 
Christ, viewed from the external, was an absolute harmonic 
man. Christ, viewed from the stand-point of the Spiritual Na
ture, manifested an interior Spirit-organization superior to that 

■ external form, having an angelic manifestation of Divlno will
force' and thus was the medium through whom the Infinite 
came and touched the features of the finite.

All "reat revolutions arc effected through the agency of men 
who are themselves but the instruments of an Invisible superior 
power. In this respect Christianity, itself the greatest of all 
innovations, had a like origin. Christianity was all the out-? 
growth of one divine life—the ideal blooming In the actual; 
moral greatness, purity, sublimity, faithfulness, all actualized In 
one grand, complete, harmonic manifestation. I do not design 
to-night to go into tbe metaphysicalncss of that manifestation, 
to revive old controversies, but to present an authenticated 
platform upon which we all agree; that God was in Christ, and 
that through Christ a moral revolution was effected In the world. 
The evidences of that fact are too numerous, too well authenti
cated, to be denied by any thoroughly educated man. The phi
losophy of the Old World had perished of its own inbred corrup
tion. The mystic learning of Egypt, the vast wisdom of the 
Oriental nations, the splendid art, music, rhetoric and poetry of 

• Greece, that sublime philosophy developed among the mighty 
intellects of the Grecian race, had cither perished or seemed 
on tbe very verge of extinction. Human slavery in its more 
damnable and revolting form—a slavery of the senses—and ex
ternal despotisms, at that time existed in the most populated 
portions of the world. Throughout all tbe world, everywhere 

i even in that little interior province of Judea, there ran one 
j great stream of expectation, as if God, before sending Christ*  
; had sent Bis messenger in the shape of an idea which had en- 
! gendered in the universal heart of man—tho embryo of promise- 
! In this condition tbe world was. The clearest thoughted In- 
i tellectnalists among tqe Greeks, the seers among the Persians, 
j;asVell as the interpreters among the Jews, were looking forward , 
i to ^manifestation from tbe Spiritual, internal world.

'bristcame. And how did he corns? Just as the simplest, hum- 
During | blest peasant came. Divine Providence seemed determined 
He suf- I (jjat that splendid, manifestation should not be dependent upon 

' external circumstances. He was the mangcr-born—tbe child of 
poverty. This was tbe Savior of the multitude, the Redeemer 

] of the‘poor. Christ camo, and when be camo the vicious por- 
! tion arrayed itself as one man against him. He came to his 
I own, and his own knew him not Why was he received by 
I those who did receive him? Simply because an Influence 
; flowed through him, descending from on high, which to a certain 
; extent opened the interior Spiritual perceptions of those at
tracted to him. Upon what authority did they receive him? 
i Upon the authority of a superior nature. He was better than 
! they were—purer, wiser. They received him upon these 
! grounds. His whole life was a manifestation of goodness,—, 
I moral goodness. Men who were candid knew this, and that 
s Christ came from above them because he was above them. 
; When they camo into his presence, they felt a better, a purer 
• and a holier atmosphere. What were his works but rays of 
; light streaming from that sun-light personality? It was the 
j divine goodness dwelling in tbe man which made itself felt,—
' made the world feel.
j Christianity was Indebted for its progress to no creed, to no 
i ritual. At that period even the Gospels were not written. No;
: it was simply and solely a manifestation of the Spirit; am>that 
i manifestation of the Spirit, moving out with unconquerable 
power, with perfect simplicity and honesty, quickened the 
hearts of men, and they could not help receiving it There was 
in it the power of the resurrection. That power subjugated, in 
the schools of the wise, the animal faith, and quickened it into a 
beautiful and immortal flower. The reason why Christianity 
grew was because that Spiritual power was actually a renovating

i power. Christ was tho rrsurrectlon and tbe life, because he 
’ quickened the dormant life of the world, and raised up tbe in’
■ terior Spirits of men from that low, base, miserable state, into 
! true love and righteousness, to realize that world which Is iuvis- 
1 lble to the .outward senses, and which the outward senses abso
lutely deny.

Now it strikes me that we have a right to test tho Spiritual 
phenomeua of our day by the Spiritual phenomena in the days 

1 of Christ; and I submit that if It be shown that any power, or 
any phases of the Spiritual phenomena of our day present a slm_ 
ilarity to those manifested in the time of Jesus, the samo argu-

HALL,

clouds, and storms, and tornados, and sun and moon, and stars, 
because they are visible by their phenomena. They operate 
upon my organization. I know that very wise men have made 
a very strong argument that Nature does hot exist, butts 
thought in the human mind. Ali men do not believe in the ex
istence of the world, though they walk upon and seo it every 
day. I believe in the existence of a man when I see him. Had 
I been among the ancient Philistine, I should not have believed 
that fiampsonwas nothing but detached electricity. We see 
Spirits shaking the walls of enormous buildings; we see them 
moving ponderous articles of furniture. If I met a man, and 
that man said, You do not believe that Iamaman; you take 
hold of one side of a table, and I will take hold of the other, 
and soon convince you. We believe in the existence of Spirits 
upon just such evidence as this. If you see persons carried thro» 
the air, do you believe it the effect of detached electricity? 
There are those present, probably, who will tell you they have 
seen bodies moved by invisible agency. We may say that^he de
ed force of the human mind movee them. But how can we ad. 
mit this argument that this detached fore operates against our 
wills ? If a Spirit comes and says, I will help you, you may be 
deceived; but when the Spirit says, I will draw it from you, 
there is a power independent of the human life; a detached 
electricity capable of detaching us from all human life and 
taking us away from it.

I met a good and pious man, a few days since, who bitterly 
regretted that I had become a believer in the Spiritual manifes
tations, but to my astonishment, he said that this was a strange 
thing; they had been turning out members of his church be
cause they had seen the manifestations. It may be said that the 
facts of Spiritualism are all a delusion. So are Jullien’s con
certs; his performers are specimens of detached electricity. 
There is a common and very homely saying, that you can makt 
-fish of one thing and flesh of another. It strikes me that if the 
senses are good for anything at all, they are good in this case. 
If men see Instruments played upon, their testimony is as good 
as when they see Jullien’s performances at Castle Garden.

Tbe best of all things, said John Wesley, is, God is with us. 
He felt a Spiritual influence, a divine influence, breathing in mu
sic over the excited senses, quickening all the moral perception a 
and interior faculties. He realized that there was a God, and 
God operated upon his mind. Ho said, the best of all is, God is 

' with us. Upon what evidence did Wesley believe that God 
was with him—that a divine influence was breathing upon him 

■ in his dying hours ? Upon what evidence did he believe that 
there was a God? Upon precisely the same evidence which we 

1 have to prove that Spiritualism is a Spiritual reality. This is 
the evidence of tbe senses.

I havA covered but a small portion of the argument which I 
designed to make, but time admonished me to bring my re
marks to a close. What will be the effect finally of a belief in 
Spiritual manifestations? I answer, the final result of the fac^ 
of Spiritual manifestations will lead all men, every where, first 
of all, to know that their Spirits stand in communication with 
the world of Spirits. In the second place, it will lead all men 
every where, to profit by the opening of the Spiritual senses’ 
and receive wisdom from the Spiritual world. It will be thus 
in the very nature of things; th*  opening of a new era in the 
human race, In which no man shall grope blindly, but stand 
with open eye, -with stars and angels shining visibly upon him;— 
entering into harmony with all those splendid realms, and be
coming more adapted to the divine beatitude in the world to 
come.

And here I close my argument, and leave it with you. 
Friends, we are Spirits, and our Spirit-friends are all about us. 
This fact needs no proof; it proves itself; it has its cloud of 
witnesses. Whether you or I shall profit by Spiritual commu
nications depends upon the simplicity and integrity of our 
hearts. We should seek for more of that influence which shall 
make us better, individually, morally better. Let us endeavor 
to become harmonic—to become more like Christ—more con
formed to that life of Christ in God, and the ^result will be glo
rious. Heaven for us will begin here.

m ent which proves the divinity’of that manifestation, proves 
the same in the present Water is the same, whether we receive 
it from Jacob’s well or from cur own Croton; so truth is the 
same, whether It be manifested here or on the eastern continent*  
Wherein, then. Is there a likeness to Christianity in its primitive 
revelation ? I answer,

First, in the circumstances of the times. The world at the 
present day has exhausted all external forms of thought, and is 
dying for Spiritual knowledge. The Church itself—and by the 
Church I mean the external form of religions manifestations 
throughout the world, whether It be the Church of Mahomet, or 
the Church of Luther, or the Church of Zoroaster—the Church 
of external manifestations, we ssy, everywhere is dying. Do 
you ask for proof of that? That proof is simple and easily 
given. All Institutions are dead. They cannot and they dare 
not meet tbe great facts of the time, look them in the face and 
give to them a candid investigation. When the Church is una
ble to solve the grand Spiritual problem, that Church is dead; 
Its intellect is dead, its heart is dead. We all know the Church*  
so far from being able, has been from the first divided, perpetu
ally vacillating. It first denied the existence of the phenomena 
and afterwards attributed them to mere Natural causes. Its ex
planation was given to men like Chauncey Burr; then Animal 
Magnetism;—anything was received before admitting the true 
solution. Poor Church I bow are the mighty fallen, when it 
has to resort to the very dregs of iniquity to solve problems 
which its most profound intellects cannot meet.

Another reason why I believe the external Church to be 
dead, is because it cannot lead the divlnest movement of tbe 
age. There is an onward movement, which expands the intel
lectual powers of humanity. Old forms of thought and govarn- 
ment are all rolled together, and torn in fragments, as clouds 
when the wind and sun-light come upon them. I say the 
Church has fallen because It stands in the rear at this time. It 
preaches continually the lesson of a cold and powerless conser
vatism. Its constant effort is to retard the element of Spiritual 
progress.

Another reason is, that the Church is divided against itself. 
As in ancient days, mortals rent the Savior’s mantle and cast 
lots for his garments, so the sects, like gamblers, are contending 
for tbe mere shadow. From these considerations, we argue 
that tho external form of the Church is passing away.

Again, beforo the coming of Christ, a universal expectation 
announced a great crisis in the affairs of humanity, and men 
looked everywhere for a manifestation from the Spiritual world. 
Ever since the breaking out of the French Revolution, and even 
before that time, the wisest teachers, the most accurate 6eers» 
have all fixed upon this very time in which we live as the time 
wherein the ancient order of Christendom should pass away 
and a new order of things be introduced in place of it. Ortho
dox gentlemen present will bear me out in this statement But 
beyond that, there has-been, all over our land, an expectation of 
a great event, which should affect the whole world, in all Its in
stitutions. And this universal expectation is itself s prophecy.

There is a third reason, a third parallel. Had Christ not come*  
the probability appears to be, judged from the standpoint o^ 
history, that the Spirit of materialism, the Spirit of despotism 
would have swept away all the moral features of the world. 
Students of history know how universal, how rapidly-increasing 
was*that  corruption. .And I ask, solemnly and earnestly, if we 
are not having that all repeated around us? First of all, the 
leading politicians of our country—I know this is dangerous 
ground—are telling us that we are to follow -Borne, tyrannical, 
murderous old Borne, and their testimony is corroborated by 
the history of all the ancient nations, A new school of men has 
filled that school of just and incorruptible patriots to whom, in ' 
the external, we are indebted for the very system under which 
our people live. Everywhere the effort is being made to cor- : 
rupt, and debauch, and degrade the morals of the American peo
ple. And of the success of this, judge you. I need bring up i 
no present instance; It is too glaring; I need not speak of it. 1 
But, however deep-seated this corruption is in our own land, we 1 
have but to cross the Atlantic to find still more palpable mani- i 
festations of it- Look to Europe at the present time, and see i 
what a picture it presents: universal treachery, nation armed 
against nation; a universal spy system—a vast spider's web, 
enmeshing all fieemen; Kossuth hardly 6afe even in London; 
the Catholic Church become at last Jesuitical, and instead of 
the Spirit of Jesus speaking from the Vatican, the accursed 
Spirit of Loyola. The influence of Infideltiy is better than that < 
of the Church. Bome, itself the very seat and centre of ancient ' 
Christianity, has become a den of robbers and tbe cage of every 
unclean beast The Papal States are undeniably tbe worst gov- . 
erened States of Europe. Starvation occurs within the shadow 
of tbe Vatican, and almost beneath the dome of St. Peter's.

In England, bishops whose income already is ofer fifty thous
and dollars a year, defraud the government income tax, and 
keep back their real Income that no man may know it And, 
at the same time, poor women are compelled to gather up the • 
rubbish in the streets in that great capital, and sell themselves to 
unnameable vice for the purpose of eking out a miserable and 
lingering existence.

This is a terrible picture of affairs—a terrible picture ! And 
yet how like the manifestation of Church and State, the exter
nal condition of affairs in Bome, in Greece, in the Lesser and 
Greater Asia, and in Judea eighteen hundred years ago. I sub- . 
mit, therefore, that there are certain parallelisms now and then.

There is another point The Jews believed in Spiritual mani
festations "which had occurred, in the past ; and nil their prophets 
had foretold that there was to be a grand Spiritual manifestation 
at the very time to which we have alluded. All the propbets, 
from Moses down to the last of them, had cast many diver
gent, luminous rays of light, all coming from different ages, yet 
all centering upon that one burning spot The New Testament 
itself abounds in prophecies concerning the day when Christi
anity shall be a second time established in tbe world. All those 
rays of prophecy concentre in the present, and the intepreters 
of prophecy fix that period as now. At the precise period when 
all those great events have marshaled themselves; at the precise 
period when tbe last «and seems dropping from the hour-glass of 
prophecy, we are told that thirty thousand people at least in our 
own land, besides multitudes in Europe and in Asia, have all at 
once begun to see Spirits. This is a significant fact It has 
been predicted that the departed ones should return and re-mani
fest themselves; The time has come for the fulfilment of this 
prophecy; and lo 1 dark Africa, sunny Asia, learned and polish
ed Europe,—the whole world, east west, north and 6outh,—all 
break forth simultaneously in the cry, They come ! they come j 
they come! i

There are, probably, in our own land nearly half a million of 
people who have spoken with their departed loved ones. The 
prediction was that tbe veil of the cavern should be rent away, 
that the glory of the Lord should be revealed, and all flesh 
should see it Are there not evidences that that veil has been 
rent away ! Immortality descends and shines with face more 
glorious than the rising sun and draws away that veil. I ask, 
is not that fulfillment of prophecy ?
' But It Is said, these arc not our friends,—are not the departed 
members of tbe human race; that they are devils, lost and re- I 
bellious Spirits, from some other orb in the Universe, who have 
marshaled their battalions in the Spirit-world, intent upon the 
conquest of the earth and subjugation of the human rac ■. Now 
it strikes me this argument ought to be met, and can be met, 
and be swept away. Admitting tbe premises of this argument, 
yon can apply the same rule in regard to Spiritual manifesta
tions in ancient times. If infernal, Spirits have tho power to 
cloak themselves in tbe lineaments of the departed, how do you 
know but that Christ was a devil who assumed thatbeautifnl ap
pearance of the Son of Man? The only evidences that we 
have aro the human senses. If all the senses deceive us now, 
what right have we to say that all the senses of the disciples 
were not deceived ? Then so our preaching is vain and our 
faith is vain. If the Infinite Spirit allows all those warm, lov
ing hearts—all those human senses, that He has made—to be 
deceived together, does not it follow that in all past ages He has 
done so ? And all that is said about the birth of our Lord and 
Savior is the fiction and delusion of infernal Spirits. I, for one, 
do not believe it Had I stood beside that sepulchre on the 
morning of the first day of the week, aDd seen those angels 
there, the evidence would have been that I saw them and felt 
them: and had I been one of those who were gathered in the 
chamber on the day of Pentecost, the evidence that I would 
have had would have been tbe same—tbe evidence of the senses. 
If the senses, tbe Intellect and the heart were competent then, 
the same senses, the same intellect, the same heart are compe
tent tojudge of Spiritual manifestations.

But I come to another objection. It is said—and said with 
. truth—that there are varieties of forms of Spiritual manifesta

tions, and false theories and doctrines are communicated from 
the Spiritual world. We are told because one man has commu
nicated unsuccessfully, because one circle receives false commu
nications, because one body of men are misled, therefore all cir
cles, all bodies of men receive false communications, ar*  mis
impressed and misled. This objection—which is a very serious 
objection to roaDy minds—has a very simple answer. The same 
evidence upon which Christianity was received—the evidence 
that the human mind, the human intellect, tho human affections, 
were quickened and the whole moral being was elevated, is the 
evidence by which to jadge of the present manifestations. The 
evidence of its divine origin was proved by its Spirit effect It 
made men Spiritual, purer, better. It taught to restrain th*  
evil passions, and subdue the earthly with the heavenly. I ap
peal to all Spiritualists present whether or no there is not an 
element in SpirituAlisnfl— do not say all elements—but an ele 
ment which makes men purer, better, and which unfolds the 
understanding and the soul, which corrects our evil habits, and 
which in every respect makes us purer and better men and 
women.

Now this question, like all others, must be settled by human 
testimony. We see by the results that men are made better. 
Th ey could not have been made better unless it was a pure in
fluence. If it is true that there is a class of men that.is made bet
ter by Spiritual manifestations, there is proof that that influence 
is a better influence than tho influence they are accustomed to. 
You cannot gather prison from healthfnl trees. The fact, there
fore, that a large body of men are elevated by Spiritual mani
festations, shows that they contain an influence that is good. • If 
it can bo shown that in past ages infernal Spirits made men bet
ter, the same can be shown now.

Thus I have answered, from the negative position, tho objec
tions brought against Spiritualism—that element in Spiritual
ism which is above us, and better than tho plane of common 
life. I now proceed to the positlvo argument in Its favor, and

First of all, I take the ground that Spiritual manifestations are 
real, because we have the same experience of them as of any 
other reality. I believe In the existence of Nature upon the 
evidence of the Natural senses. I believe in the existence of 

Mr and Mrs. J. Thomas, of Ohio, will arrive In this city to-day 
from Philadelphia. Mrs. Thomas has been delivering lectures 
In Philadelphia, while under the control of Spirits, and has been 
the instrument of accomplishing much good. She will remain 
daring the coming week, at the Booms of the Society for the 
Diffusion of Spiritual Knowledge, 553 Broadway, where her 
frienda»and tbe friends of the Cause are invited to call.

Arrangements for a series of public lectures through Mrs. T. 
will probably be made, dne notice of which will be given 
through the columns of this paper.

It is expected that Mrs. L. P. Britt will return to this city 
from Boston the coming week, and -resume the course of lec
tures begun by her a short time since.

OUR AGENTS.
The Christian Spiritualist is kept on sale by 

the following named persons, who are authorized to 
receive subscriptions :—

Stringer & Townsend, New-York.
De Witt & Davenport, New-Y'ork.
Mrs. E. J. French, Pittsburg.
S. F. Hoyt, Troy, N. T.
Messrs. Federhen & Co., Boston, Mass.
Bela Marsh, Boston, Mass.
D. J. Bishop, Washington, D. C.
J. B. Munn, Philadelphia, Penn.
Henry Taylor, Baltimore, Md.

' Jonathan Koons, Milford, Athens Co., Ohio.
The Christian Spiritualist may s 

in all Spiritual bookstores in. tbe United States.
Booksellers generally, and periodical agents who I 

desire to become agents for this paper, will please | 
address “ The Society for the Diffusion of i

Y.Spiritual Knowledge,” No. 553 Broadway, N.

venport’s.

course. We shall enter into no verbose, windy argument. We 
shall not attempt to convince by controversy; but present oar 
offering, and if those to whom it is presented are In a fit state to 
receive, we trust to God that he will take it to himself and be a 
better sxsif.

Iftobments of ^lebimns.

TO SPIRITUALISTS AND INQUIRERS 
AFTER TRUTH.

Under the perception of our own inherent weak
ness, yet with the earnest hope of doing good, a 
few of your number have united together and 
organized an Association, which they distinguish as 
The Society fob the Diffusion of Spiritual 
Knowledge.

They have rented for a term of years all of the 
upper-part of the building 553 Broadway, New- 
York, which the Society is fitting up, and so 
arranging as to facilitate free and convenient inter
course, to the end that there may be afforded to all 
honest inquirers after Spiritual knowledge, the 
light which is dawning from the Spheres, free as 
the air of Heaven.

It is the intention of this Society to have, at all 
convenient hours, test and other Mediums, in 
attendence at their rooms, whose lives and conduct 
will be in accordance with the principles of the 
Society, and who will in no case exact or receive 
pay from Visitors or Inquirers,

As soon, and as far, as the means will allow, this 
Society will render pecuniary and other aid to 
Mediums, of whatever nation, sex, color, or locality, 
whose objects and desires accord with its own.

We invite, from all parts of the country, and the 
world at large, all who harmonize with us and 
desire to spread the truth, to visit our Rooms, and 
aid us in the work of Love.

The extent of our usefulness will in a great 
measure depend upon the amount of funds contrib
uted by Spiritualists, and such as desire to advance 
the cause. Correct accounts of all contributions, 
receipts and disbursements of the Society will be 
kept, and these accounts will always be open to the 
inspection of members of the Society, its contri
butors and friends.

All who wish this movement to be successful, 
are invited to contribute. An Assistant Treasurer 
will always be in attendance at the Rooms.

The Annual Meetings of the Society will be held 
the second week in May.

To the end that this Society may more effectually 
carry on the work, and promulgate its doings, and 
spread the Truth, it will issue a weekly paper, to be 
called the Christian Spiritualist, which will be 
furnished to Subscribers at Two Dollars per annum, 
or One Dollar for six months, payable on or before- 
the expiration of three months.

The Society will also publish, and keep on sale, 
such books and other publications as may be found 
useful in promoting the great interests involved.

For a more particular knowledge of the Society, 
we refer to the article embracing the fundamental 
principles, headed the “Ends and Aims of the 
Society.”

THE ENDS AND AIMS OF “ THE SOCI
ETY FOE THE DIFFUSION OF SPIRIT

UAL KNOWLEDGE.”
Knowledge is a pre-requisite to living in harmony, 

and to doing good to one another. Under the 
honest conviction that communications can be made, 
and are made, from the Spiritual world to the ma
terial world, and vice versa, or between Spirits yet 
existing in material bodies and those who have 
laid them down; and believing that the knowledge 
of this fact is of vital importance to the human race, 
and furnishing one of the greatest sources of infor
mation and enjoyment, this Society is devoted, not 
only to the demonstration of that fact—but to all 
its varieties of exhibition ; and to the eliciting of in
formation by these means.

In order to become experimentally acquainted 
; with the phenomena of Spiritual guidance in its 
i highest phases, so as to be well able to teach truly 
i and efficiently what pertains to its highest and best 
! developments, tbe Society propose to practice and 
I advocate in the world those principles of harmo- 

also be found j nF an<^ g°°d works which they are taught will in the 
future exist among men on earth.

I
They intend to do what they can harmoniously 

do to spread the truth among themselves and in the 
world—in their business excluding tests by voting, 
so as to prevent the control of majorities over mi
norities, and to do their business without wounding 
the feelings, abridging the rights, or infringing the 
privileges of individuals, always acknowledging in 
their thoughts, words, and actions, their entire de
pendence upon the “ Father oflights,” from whom 
cometh down “every good and perfect gift”

Among the greatest of the Father’s gifts, after 

NOTICE. I
Spiritualists who receive specimen numbers of ] 

our paper, and who approve our object, and the | 
road in which we purpose to travel, will oblige us I 
by distributing the copies sent. j

Correspondence from our Spiritual brethren is i - - -
also solicited - ! ant* P°'vcrs of perception, the Society feel none

-------------------- ! greater than the privilege of open communication 
Notice.----------------------------- ! with the Spirits of just men made perfect,—

The Christian Spiritualist may be found for; these, having ihemselves walked in the paths of 
sale at Stringer & Townsend’s and De Witt &. Da- i weakness, error and sin, have become experimen

tally acquainted with the incalculable gifts of Re-
Our friends will confer a favor by forwarding to demption, which, through the pure teachings of 

this Society the names and residences of Spiritual- Christ, have been bountifully bestowed upon them, 
ists and mediums, and, as far as practicable, the de
velopment and condition of mediums.

PROSPECTUS |
TO THE

n-'T'FTornr * ~t O’p/'”T>'r'n~:‘nT a t Tom

Deeply impressed with the great truth that the souls of men 
are immortal, and with that other truth that this immortality of 
the human soul is living and active,—that the Spirit, when freed 
from the flesh, can return again to its old habitations and haunts, 
and communicate with old friends still in the body, and give them 
instructions derived from high and holy sources, we deem it 
incumbent on ourselves to spread, as widely as possible, the 
instructions we receive.

In order to carry out this end, we have established a publica
tion. Our first efforts shall be, to show to our brother men, by 
evidence which each and all shall consider conclusive, that freed 
Spirits do in reality come down and speak with us; that they 
do bring us high and holy and valuable instruction.

We believe that that which we receive from powers above us 
bears wijh it the weight of authority. Wo shall endeavor to 
convince our brothers <>f this fact by presenting for their consid
eration a large portion of that which we receive ourselves; ena
bling them to examine, each one, individually, and to find the 
stamp of truth or error upon the sentiments conveyed. We 
believe that truth will stand alone; that it will need no defence 
on our part, and we shall enter upon no arguments concerning 
the particular sources from whence communications come. -We 
shall throw them out upon the waters, and let them seek their 
own havens.

But it is not here that our mission ends. We believe that 
Spiritualism is practical—eminently practicable—in its effects 
We believe that it tends to wards reform—reform in Government, 
reform in Bellgion, reform in tbe social fabric.
Here toforc, professed reforms have commenced with the exter
nal Men have formed communities, and established rules for 
living, thinking thereby to regenerate themselves and the world. 
In all ages such reforms have been attempted, and in all ages 
have they failed; for they commenced from the outer and in
tended to penetrate to tbe inner man. The inner man is stronger 
than the outer, and if the outer be reformed and gains in 
strength, still it cannot conquer the fortress deep within.

Now Spiritual reform commences with the interior. We de
sign to seach the inmost souls of men, by presenting for their 
consideration truths which the God-voice within them will 
accept.. We intend to re-llluminate the beacon seated in the 
soul of man, and from that inner point to let the light radiate and 
illuminate the exterior, until the body and soul become more 
pure, become reformed. Reforms have heretofore failed because 
they have commenced la the external. We believe that the 
present reform will succeed because it commences with the in
ternal—with the God-element of the human soul.

As for the manner in which we are to reach that interior*  it is 
a new manner in the world. We do not propose to contend and 
argue and engage in controversy. We propose to present plain 
truths, as a charitable man presents food upon a platter, that the 
hungry may take and eat; so these plain truths will be taken by 
the hungry soul, and give it strength, that it may send its rays 
out from itself into tho world. Our course wiH be a silent

Catching the fire of their divine rapture, it is , 
i but in the course of nature for us to become ' 
i devoted in soul, body, and property, to the cause ; 
I of spreading the glorious light of the “Kingdom of i 
j Heaven now at hand upon_the Earth.” J

Knowing that we are buf stewards of what wc : 
possess; mediums for others upon whom we rely; , 
under much proof that they are higher, better, and 1 
more wise than ourselves; and that no man, Spirit 
or angel hath anything of his own whereof to glory ; : 
and being assured, also, that truth and goodness ' 
are their own sponsors, with all who sincerely love 

! them ; we propose to omit in our papeT the names ; 
of our Spirit-monitors; leaving every reader to judge j 
rationally from the manner and matter, in respect I 
to its value.

Freely we receive, and are admonished freely to 
give. Wc have therefore, adopted, as our motto, 
“Vera pro Gratis;” and acting under this, one 
primary aim of our Society will be to make the 
manifestations of Spirits free to all serious inquirers 
after the truth,—by establishing free circles,—where 
the honestseekers after trqth may receive the light 
“ without money and without price.”

We shall also, upon like principles, endeavor to

I
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, . ; P , ± , o’’ -x it v °nly ones tuned in the equal temperament Melodeons of otherestablish a system of lectures by spirits, through makes, of all styles and prices.

entranced mediums, and, perhaps, Both physical 
and mental manifestations combined.

In order to diffuse these blessings throughout the 
country, we shall make the endeavor to establish 
our journal, “The Christian Spiritualist,” upon 
a solid basis, by devoting the necessary time, energy 
and means, not only to sustain it, but to make it 
the most useful and acceptable weekly publication 
that has ever appeared in our country.

We feel that we have both the will, the ways, 
and the means, of doing this, trusting in the good 
Providence of Him who rules the winds and tem
pers the storm to the shorn lamb ; and who, when 
he feeds the ravens and clothes the lilies, will not 
forget those who seek His kingdom and His right
eousness.

In order tb do this rightly, we will endeavor,
1st To correct our own errors, and next those of 

our most loved friends; and having cast the beams 
out of our own eyes, we may see clearlj- to cast i 
the motes out of the eyes of our neighbors. ; _ __ ___

2d. If practicable, we intend that a large portion PUaoa N.K Music .ent b.-mail postage ftea

of the Christian Spiritualist shall be written by 
mediums under Spiritual influence, whose lives and 
Spiritual affinities .entitle them to high estimation, 
so that the paper may be read as an epistle from 
the Spiritual world to man.

3d. Believing that the descent of truths from 
the interior, into the governmental, social, moral 
and domestic institutions of our time, as well as 
into the relations of mental and physical labor, 
their results and rewards—the Liberal and Me
chanics . arts, Science, Agriculture and Manu
factures, will purge them of inharmonious elements, 
it will be an aim of the Society to investigate them 
by the aid of light from the Spirit world. We call 
upon all who feel impressed upon these subjects, to 
contribute to the columns of our journal, and thus 
aid us in distributing knowledge, of such vast and 
practical importance to the human race.

4th. The subject of Sectarian Spiritualism will 
be attended to, and contrasted with true Spirituali
ty. False and frivolous manifestations we will 
endeavor to separate from true Spiritual guidance.

5th. The errors of Spirits and of Circles, together 
with those of Spirit-manifestations, will stand open 
for correction.

6th. To elicit higher and higher truths, shall ever 
be an object of the Society. Scientific, or the 
orderly arrangement of things, mental, perceptive 
and physical, shall not be neglected.

In profound adoration and gratitude to our 
heavenly Father, for the following address, received 
from an elevated source, its principles have been 
adopted as a basis of action:—

1st Go on Brethren, with your endeavors to 
establish circles upon the principles of Christianity 
—upon the Rock of Ages, upon which if a house be 
built, the winds may descend, and the floods come 
and beat upon it, and it will not fall. If you build 
a house all upon a rock but one corner, that corner 
will be undermined, and it will fall Make it ex
plicit, make it well understood, that the Lord Jesus, 
and Him crucified and then glorified, is the life, 
soul and center of the Spiritual movement, or of 
progress.

2d. “ No other foundation can be laid, than that 
which is already laid,” and that is the Anointed 
Truth of Harmony, which means Christ Jesus, the 
Redeemer. It must come to that in all the affairs 
of life, in all the governments of nations, in all the 
movements of men, individually and collectively.

3d. Then, as men, having one common centre 
of harmony, refer all "our thoughts, words arid 
actions to that centre and standard of harmony. 
Weigh them, measure them, by that standard; 
then will your thoughts, words and actions harmo
nize with each other. In no other way can harmony 
ever exist among the multifarious varieties and 
diversities of men.

4th. “ Jesus Christ is the True Vine.” Other 
mediums are the branches. From him they should 
derive their sap, their nourishment, anti their 
growth.

5th. We must all be active, angels, Spirits and 
men, so as to bring forth the fruits of righteousness, 
(justice.) So far as we do this, the “ Heavenly 
Father purgeth us,” and we then bring forth more 
fruit But if we are not active in Bringing forth 
good fruits, such unprofitable branches will be cut 
off and deprived of the nourishment from the True 
Vine. They will dwindle, sicken and die. Many 
of them will become rotten and corrupt, sending 
forth the nauseous and sickening malaria of whicli 
their lives are the correspondents.

With these principles as our chart, the word of 
God, written in His works, for our compass, and 
the life of Jesus as our polar star, we launch 
our bark upon the tide of experiment, trusting in 
the ever-blessed words of him who said, “ Blessed 
are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and say all manner of evil against you, falselt, 
for my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad, -for 
great is your reward in Heaven, for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were before you.”

NOTICE.
Dr. ISAAC HABBINGTON would inform his patrons that 

be has taken an office at “the Booms of the Society for the 
Diffusion of Spiritual Knowledge,” No. 553 Broadway, where 
he wifi receive his patients, and attend to all questions that may 
be sent from distant localities concerning diseases, their causes, 
nature and cure. His long acquaintance with tbe practice of 
medicine, and the eminent success which has hitherto rewarded 
his labors, enable him to offer his services with a strong confi
dence in their beneficial effects.

W. T. PETERSCHEN,
HEALING MEDIUM.

Letters addressed to No. 312 Grand-6t, N. Y., will meet with 
prompfattention. 3

WOXOERFIX DISCOVERY.
THE NERVESOOTHING VITAL FLUIDS, 

PREPARED ENTIRELY BY SPIEIF-DIRECTION, THROUGH 
MRS. E- J. FRENCH, MEDIUM, PITTSBURGH, PA- 
These Medicines are purely Vegetable, containing nothing in

jurious to the system, and are a certain cure for all Nervous 
Diseases, viz, St. Vitus’ Dance,Tic Doloreux, Neuralgia,Rheu
matism in all its varied forms. Locked Jaw, Epilepsy or Falling 
Sickness, Palsy, Nervous and Sick Headache. Dyspepsia, Diseas
es of the Kidneys and Liver, Diarrbcea, Irregularities of the 
Female System, Tetter, and all Cutaneous Diseases, Chills and 
Fever, Cramp, Cholic, Cholera Morbus, Cholera, Quinsy, Croup, 
Influenza, Bronchitis, and all Acute Pains and Nervous Diseas
es with which the human family are afflicted, and which for 
ages have baffled the skill of the learned. These Fluids have 
not failed to give relief in any of the above eases where they 
have been fairly tested, and we have now a number of living 
witnesses to whom we can refar.

Feeling it my duty to make known to the afflicted these in
valuable remedies, not only in obedience to tbe positive ecm- 
mands of niy Spirit-guides, but from a thorough conviction 
that they are all that is claimed for them, and from a desire to 
relieve the sufferings of afflicted humanity, I propose to place ’ 
them in tbe hands of all at the most reasonable rates, and shall, 
as far as I have the ability to do, cheerfully supply it without 
charge, to all who may not have the means to pay for it. For 
further particulars, address T. Culbertson, Agent, Pittsburgh,

Sold by B. Wood, No. 391 Broadway, New-York ; Federhen 
Co., No. 9 Court-st., Boston; W. M. Lansing, No. 276 Balti- 

more-st., Baltimore. ,
Mrs. FRENCH will continue to make Clairvoyant Examina

tions. Examination and prescription, when the parties are pres
ent, $5; if absent, $10. No charge when parties have not the 
means to pay. 1_ jy*

THE GREAT PIANO MUSIC ESTABLISHMENT OF 
HORACE WATERS,

No. 333 BROADWAY, NEW-YOBK.
Tbe best and most improved Pianos and Melodeons In the 

j world. T. Gilbert Go. s World's Fair Premium Pianos, with 
i or without the ^Eolian, and with iron frames and circular scales, 
The merits of these instruments are too well known to need fur
ther recommendation. Gilbert’s Boudoir Pianos, an elegant in
strument for rooms. Ballet A Cumston's Pianos, of the old 
established flrm of Ballet «fe Co. Mr. W. bring sole agent for 
all the above Pianos, he can offer them lower than any other 
bouse in tbe United States. Horace Waters’ Piaoos, manu
factured expressly for him, having great power of tone and 
elasticity of touch. Pianos of other make. In a word, 833 
Broadway is one of the largest depots in the world, affording an 
opportunity for selections not to be had any where else on the 
American continent. Second-hand Pianos at great bargains. 
Price from $60 to $175.

Melodeons.—Goodman & Baldwin’s Talent Organ Melode
ons, with two b^nks of keys—a sweet and powerful instrument 
Price from $75 to $200.

S. D. <fc H. W. Smith's well known and jnstly celebrated Me
lodeons. Prices from $60 to $150. The above makes are the

i

Martin's unrivaled Guitars, from $25 to $60. Flutenas, from 
$5 to $25. Flutes, from $5 to $40. Brass Instruments, and 
others, of all kinds.

Dealers supplied with the above Pianos and Melodeons atfac 
tory prices.

Music.—This list comprises tbe products of the great masters 
of both the American and European continents, and is receiving 
constant additions by an extensive publication of tbe choice and 
popular pieces of the day. Dealers in Music, Teachers of Sem
inaries and Academies wishing to purchase any music pub
lished in the United States, or make arrangements for constant 
supplies of Mr. WATEBS’ new issues, will find It greatly to 
their interest to call or forward their orders. Music sent to-any 
part of tho United States, postage free.

NEW AND APPOSITE SPIRITUAL SONGS.
“ Angel WntspHRS.”—One of tho most beautlfiil and ex

pressive songs in print Sung by Mrs. Gillingham Bostwick 
with great effect Price 25 cts,

“We are Happt Now, Dear Mother.”—A lovely repre
sentation of the condition of “Loved Ones In Heaven.” Price 
25 cts. ‘

“ St. Clatr to Little Eva in Heaven.”—The outpourings 
of a Father's heart under bereavement Price 25 cts.

“ Do Good.”—Sing this song, everybody; practice its pre
cepts, and this world of ours would be one of the happier 
spheres. Price 25 eta.

“ Guardian Spirits.”—Happy he who enjoys their atten
dance as represented In this beautiful song. Price 25 cts.

“The Prodigal Son.”—With splendid Lithograph repre
senting the Prodigal's return. Price 50 cts.

The above pieces are all by the most popular Composers, and 
are Belling rapidly. •

! HORACE WATERS. Publisher, No. 838 Broadway. N. York ■ 
! Agent for T. Gilbert & Co.’s Pianos, Hallet & Cumston’s Pianos4 
j Gilbert’s Boudoir Pianos, and manufacturer of Horace Waters * Plflnn. V) Unelo azin. Rv moll nziolnr.,,


