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CHAP. IV.

INCIPIENCIES.

J.ton. ‘‘Ton must not, sir. mistake my niece: tlierc is a 
kind of in*rrv  war h.-iwixt Signor Benedict and heT.* ’—Muon 
ado about Nothing.

The afternoon following that upon which the 
family dIscss.teh, Allan Bayard sat near a window 
in the same parlor into which the reader has been 
introduced. The tasteful gardens of the neighbor­
hood still retained much summer garb ; pleasant­
ness, and peace seemed regnant there. Allan had 
returned earlier than usual from his offfce, and was 
busy with some of his architectural plans. Elea­
nor Vinton enters the room, for school hours have 
rim their course, and she has yet several hours of 
day light to spend, as she supposes, reading in the 
pleasant parlor, with no prospect of company other 
than feininine.

"l is a little disconcerting, to be sure, to find him 
there, but “ was th'irs, ( what boots it,) she has to 
get acquainted with him and must not shrink from 
such natural opportunities.”

Spicy talk it is, when they two encounter:—“A 
fair afternoon Mademoiselle ! but you look rather 
ill-natured ; have unruly girls aroused your posi­
tivity ?”

"I’m obliged to you for condescending to notice 
tlie expression of my face, Mr. Bayard ; but allow 
me to inquire whether you laive adopted lor the 
regulation o! your behavior, the code Francais or 
the code Malay—not being a judge of such mat­
ters, I am a little anxious to know.”

“ I believe T : 
not accustomed 
aiiswci'i. d.”

“ What for a 
country folk;

asked you a question, Miss, I 
to allow my questions to ptpss

am 
un­

consciousness, only while the breath is taken in 
once, hence the mind is active continuously. Why 
then, do we not know it, it may be inquired? Be­
cause that depends upon another faculty of the 
mind conversant with memory, and we are not 
conscious that we age conscious. Thus it is with 
clairvoyants, who are unconscious; and thus it is 
with the individual who passes through the death 
struggle. This to many may seem untrue and un- 
philosophical, hence they cannot rationally endorse 
the facts elucidated in the article referred to. To 
me, there is nothing mysterious connected with it, 
and should I hear to-night, that these facts did not 
occur, and that the whole statement was a hoar, 
yet would I affirm the qmssiijility of the case, and 
attempt its explanation. Now I am not over credu­
lous, but have always been accused of Incredulity, 
where marvellousness was concerned; and much 
surprise has been expressed by niv friends, that 
I, such a d'sheliever in all the Invisibles of other 
spheres, could ever become a Spiritualist. I may­
reply to them that the lack of marvellousness in 
Spiritualism is the very reason why I believe it.— 
I see nought in it that common sense cannot freely 
understand and that reason cannot fathom. Aught 
else is not received into my vocabulary. Not that 
I readily comprehend every phase of the Spiritual 
manifestations, but I interiorly behold the workings 
of a principle sufficiently broad to support all the 
phenomena of the Universe, and that, too, without 
attributing to God any of the fickle plans of a 
child, or the horrid motives of a demon.

I see no reason why Infinite wisdom cannot con­
travene all the laws of Nature ; hence, I would not 
be surprised to learn that a Spirit after its depart­
ure, returned aDd dressed its own body for the 
grave, prepared the grave for its reception and even 
buried itself by casting the clods of earth over it; 
that, too, in so nice and exact a manner that no one 
would suspect that one grain of the dust or parti­
cle of the earth had ever been displaced. This, to 
many may seem like moonshine, and I may be 
called a visionist, or even a “monomaniac hut my 
friend, we yet know hut very little of the great joower 
which mindqiosesses over matter. When these laws 
arc better understood, then shall we be able to 
comprehend in a slight degree, how the will-power 
can cure diseases, how it can raise the supposed 
dead, how it can still the raging tempest of wind 
and waves, of matter, as well as the tempest of 
of mind, the soul, and we shall farther understand 
those old Scripture accounts called miracles, which 
have so long set at defiance the researches of science, 
and been food only for the fabulous and supersti­
tious. Then shall we be able to reduce even these 
to a science, and tlie men of letters will not he able 
to gainsay, or the skeptical devotee of supernatu- 
ralistn to sneer down their truthfulness. All this 
lies far in the future i These things must be de­
monstrated ! Prophecy will not suffice, and I will 
desist lest I grow tedious and weary- you. But, 0, 
consoling thought! these things are hid from the 
wise and prudent, and revealed unto babes! 0,
rejoice my- soul, that thou art a babe in the wisdom 
of this world, that thou may’st be a giant in the 
wisdom of the Spiritual, even the mysteries of 
godliness! I thank thee, O Father, that thus it is, 
else, babe as am I, I should even now be perishing 
for the want of this daily bread of Spiritual knowl­
edge, upon which I continually feast ! Thy Son, 
even Jesus, opened the way, and into its enfoldings 
I have entered to find the everlasting life of its re- 
vealments. 0, Peace, thou divine handmaid of 
Life, I invoke thee and into thy arms will I fall, and 
under thy wing ever rest, and trust that the divine 
principle of everlasting love will unite me to all 
that I hold dear on earth, all that is dear in hea­
ven, all that is worthy- of thought in time and 
eternity. Amen!

friend ; doth it still recognize me, will it still love 
me, will it still continue to watch over me, will it 
be unto me ever a guiding star, and may I hope to 
unite my songs of praise with this one who has 
gone before, when I too shall pass away ? To 
whom shall we cite the question ? Who shall de­
cide for us ? Another ! Another knoweth no more 
of the Spirit of man than ourselves ! Another! 
and who gave that other power to know, and not 
us! May we not know, too? What hindereth us 
from being baptized, also, since there is water 
enough ?

Who shall limit the depths of the stream ? Who 
shall measure its contents or give its dimensions ? 
May not man ever continue to explore ? Shall he 
be contented to rest upon past revealments ?— 
Where rests the Spirit ? Surely not in the bosom 
of man. There it is ever active. And shall it rest 
in the cold earth’s bosom through countless ages ; 
then to he returrsctionIzsd, animated, again to take 
upon itself its ashes, and to be formed anew ?— 
Where rests this hypothesis? Upoi the mistaken 
ideas of a few ignorant men and women, who mis­
took the words of the Great Apostle of Life, and 
who supposed that dust to dust, limb to limb, 
would again he reunited. The scattered ashes 
passed into other organisms and become inherent 
particles in their organizations, were believed to be 
but the power of God in disuniting processes of 
combinations, so that no part should he lost, and 
yet all restored again to their primitive state. Arc 
these things so ? It behooves us to carefully inquire. 
If my brother's ashes are again to become living 
flesh, his heart to pulsate again with arterial blood, 
whence the particles collected, which have since 
become the regenerating process of a plant, which 
has nourished an animal, and that animal’s flesh 
again entered into the organization of a man, and 
become his existence, his life, and contributes to 
constitute him a thinking, intellectual being, en­
dowed with peculiarities, and made up of tlie par­
ticles of life fed from the ashes of this organization 
of my brothers? How blend the two? IIow 
can they he separated? Why, God can do all 
things, may be answered; he can divide as well as 
separate, and separate as well as divide. He can 
again clothe the body as well as first to make it 
from the dust of the earth,—that earth and all in 
it, being formed from nothing.

To meet such an argument requires a long dis­
quisition. I would not attempit it were I able.— 
But let me return. The*  form clothed anew at the 
resurrection morn goes to its final judgment. That | 
judgment is yet to ccme; consequently all who j 
have died now rest in their graves, and have not : 
yet received their doom. Ages longer must they j 
wait ere they rise, some to everlasting life and i 
others to shame and everlasting contempt. Who, I 
then, is happy ; who, then, is miserable? All is 1 
yet to be determined, and the oblivious dead lie i 
peaceably in their graves, yet ignorant of the fu- | 
ture. If thus, then do the wicked have a respite ! 
from their woes, and those long ago deceased have ; 
enjoyed a long, calm sleep ; and should this judg- | 
ment day or hour he deferred through an eternity- j 
of time, they would have quite a heaven of bliss, 
since ’tis folly to he wise where bliss is ignorance ; 
so would it be Hell for them to rise, when sleep 
was quietude. And what of the righteous through 
all this long night of dark, silent repose ? Are 
they not bereft of all the joys of Heaven, even as 
are the wicked preserved from their Hell ? Me­
thinks a God of wrath would suffer his anger to ; 
boil more furiously than thus to reprieve the wick- j 
ed. Methinks a God of love would exercise his 
goodness more lavishly than thus to deprive his i 
loved, obedient children, of all the priv-eleges of ■

solve to discover the cheat, he seized it. ‘ He was 
darned if he could’nt hold the darned thing.’ He 
had no sooner taken hold of the edge than it began 
to dance a sort of hornpipe with him. It danced 
him pretty rapidly to the other side of the room, 
where unfortunately for him a chair lay on its side. 
Strait for the chair danced he and his partner, and 
over he went backward the moment his heels 
touched it, with the table on top of him, which 
immediately became stationary in that position, 
pinning Jonathan fast to the floor. There he lay 
for several moments shouting lustily, ‘help! take 
him off! to hell with you, you infernal devii!’ 
while we were all holding our sides, wiping the 
mirthful tears from our eyes. At last he was let 
up, and rubbing his aching joints, and recovering 
a little from his amazement, lie looked at the now 
placid table exclaiming, ‘ well I’ll swow ! if there 
ain’t more’n about fifteen horse power in that in­
fernal machine !’ and then bolted. TYe learned 
from one of the friends who accompanied him 
down stairs, that in reply to the question ‘ whether 
or no he was now a Spiritualist,’ he replied that 
he ‘ warnt nuthin shorter.’ ”

“ That was droll enough,” said Allan. “ But 
what a wonderful work the manifestations are do­
ing all over the world. Some people seem to think 
that because they are not in every body’s mouth 
as much as formerly, that they are dying out It 
occurred to me to say the other day when dis­
cussing the subject with an unbeliever, that the in­
terest in Spiritualism is dying out just as the in­
terest in the electric telegraph and the gold of Ca­
lifornia is dying out. That is to say, it has become 
a fixed fact with millions, who, having discussed it 
incessantly for months, now suffer it to absorb a 
due amount and no more of their attention.”

“True,” replied Greatheart, “ that is a true view 
to take of it ; and just as millions are now toiling 
noiselessly in California, sending us millions of gold, 
and the telegraph is creeping noitelsttly over the 
land by the thousand miles, whereas when man 
appeared to be taking such an interest in these 
things, they were really doing nothing about them; 
even so are millions now working practically to 
spread Spiritualism, whereas before they only talk­
ed about it.”

knew that Heaven had given them a so great dis­
position to talk, simply that they might thereby en­
tertain the lords of creation.”

“ Unmitigated and abominable nonsense !” cried 
Eleanor, making a motion to go, “ I won’t hear 
another word of it.”

“ Stop !” said Allan, “ If you are not sensible 
enough to converse reasonably, I'll stop it. Just 
come here and see what I am drawing. O!” said 
he, seeing he'r look of hesitation, “you think, I sup­
pose, that it would be more proper for me to come 
to you. A pest on these proprieties! I neither 
take naturally to them, nor can keep the run of 
them by artificial means. See, then, I am planning 
a picture gallery for the house of a family of cod­
fish extraction, which they are building up near 
the grand Avenue. The beauty of it is, that they 
having already collected a large number of pic­
tures, seem to think that all they have got to con­
sider in building a gallery for their reception, is 
that it should be arranged in accordance with the 
size of their picture frames ; which is certainly an 
important item, as they have some immensely- tall 
ones. All considerations as to the different lights 
and shades required by different pictures, are en­
tirely ignored by them. But I suppose they and 
their guests will lose hut a small discount on their 
enjoyment of them on any- such account, as they 
are right in supposing that the frames are the most 
valuable though not the most costly part of them; 
since those of them which are not sham ‘ works of 
old masters’ picked up at a bargain in Italy and 
Germany, are the productions of our ‘ sham de­
mocracy.’ ’

“ But I hear i the patriarch’s’ latch-key. Now, 
won’t I be revenged upon you for all your imper­
tinence! and for making me waste a full half hour 
of my valuable time. I defy you to go up-stairs 
now, while lie’s in the hall. It would look pretty, 
wouldn’t it, for you to whirl past him as he comes 
in, and finds that I was your only company. May 
be, I did not plan it all and keep you here on pur­
pose to mortify- you, and make you ashamed that 
you did not let me carry that huge load of books 
to school the other day.

“ Most worthy patriarch !” cried Allan from his 
scat, which lie had that moment resumed, while 
Eleonor sal looking at her book and nervously fing­
ering the cord and tassel which served her as an 
apron string, and turning alternately red and pale. 
“ Most worthy patriarch !” he cried as Greatheart 
entered and approached the lire, “ how shall I de­
liver myself from the annoyances to which I am 
subjected by this young woman. Here, now, for 
a mortal hour she has been boring me with all 
sorts of impertinent questions concerning my bu. 
siness and family affairs. Just now, indeed, I was 
obliged to enter into an elaborate explanation of 
the origin and object of this drawing. I suppose 
that the next thing hut for your timely entrance, 
would have been a series of home questions as to 
the state of my afections. I shall never say any­
thing in favor of "Woman's Rights after this. Miss 
Eleanor.”-----

“It is a shame! Mr. Bayard,” here broke in 
Eleanor, putting her handkerchief to her eyes, but 
too late to prevent one big bona fide tear from leap­
ing out, leaping madly as if impelled from the 
heart's deepest wells.

“It is a shame! Allan,” said Grsathsart, strok­
ing with soothing father hands the head of the 
weeping girl as he stood beside her. “You are an 
intolerable tsats.”

“Ah me miserum ’. quo ruam ?" ejaculated the 
culprit with a most tragic expression of despair 
upon his countenance, “ I am surely Murad the 
Unlucky. Let me be ‘kicked to death by grass­
hoppers,’ ‘ fired from a mortar,’ or ‘ hung, drawn, 
and quartered,’ rather than that I should see a tear 
on such a-----  on a woman’s check, myself hav­
ing called it forth.”

“There, have done with your rhapsodies,” said 
his more staid friend, “ let your future conduct 
prove your repentance ; such sc.tt.acist are a little 
su.tpIcIoss. You must remember that Eleanor has 
latclv gone through a trying scene, and is now an 
orphan dwelling among comparative strangers, so 
that even your bantering when carried to an an­
noying extent is enough to overcome her. Tell us, 
now, aggrieved fair, is not your emotion to be j 
attribute-d to past as much as present grief?” •

“ Yes, Uncle,” she replied, looking up with that 
look of trust and confidence that is purely feminine, 
and is not imitablc by man.

“ You will not he angry with Allan very long,
!?

family and property, only that whereas messengers 
came to torture him thus on but one occasion, they 
come to me every day.

But now, it is far otherwise, for now I can look 
upon the fearfullest agony without quailing. One 
principal cause of this change is, that now, I have 
an abiding sense of the fact, that there occurs 
nothing in this universe, the sight of "which excites 
that feeling of horror and dismay in God and his 
high angels. By- ever saying to myself when dis­
posed to give way to those feelings in view of some 
terrible occurrence, ‘ the All Father and those near­
est him see this and remain serene,'—I have gra­
dually got into a state in which I, also, though, 
feeling the deepest compassion in view of men's 
miseries, am able to obey to the letter, Paul’s in­
junction, ‘ Etjoice evermore! In short, I may an­
swer your question by saying, my heart used to 
bluel at the sight ef suffering, rune it only weeps. 
Bleeding destroys: weeping relieves.”

“ Well,” answered the other, “ though I cannot 
perfectly understand you, I can see that you are 
disposed to active exertion in the cause of huma­
nity. If, therefore, you have leisure, I would like 
to have you come with me this afternoon on some 
visits to the suffering which I have in view.”

“ I will go with you gladly-,” was the reply, “ I 
was in search of charitable objects.”

It so fell out that they had a considerable de­
mand made upon their sympathies before reaching 
that quarter of the city in which the philanthro­
pists protegees were located. They had gone but 
a few blocks when a scaffolding gave way just be­
fore them, and an Irish laborer lay dying at their 
feet He was in horrible torture, but Greatheart 
quietly arranged his mangled limbs, and with un­
ruffled contenance held him till his friends took 
charge of him. Then resuming his companion’s 
arm he said, “ I never could be satisfied in young­
er days with merely agonizing over their sufferings 
who happened to be striken down before me. I 
said to myself, if there is anything to be horror 
struck about, it is the existence of misery, not the 
mere sight of it. So that if it is worth my while to 
go into hysterics at the sight of a broken limb, I 
ought, as a reasonable being, to keep up an inces­
sant hysteric; since to my certain knowledge the 
shrieks of millions of sufferers are every moment 
piercing the air.

“ Taking it for granted, then, that it was right for 
me as had been my wont to make myself miser­
able over such woes as came to my notice—accord­
ing to the above exceedingly- reasonable theory, I 
began to set my thoughts wandering up and down 
the earth woe hunling. In successive moments I 
would be dying of thirst with the travellers through 
Sahara's desert, of cold on St. Bernard, of plague, 
lt-ji'i-osy or cholera in Asia, itc.

“ But such enormous evils are apt to cure them­
selves. There came a glorious revulsion. In a 
word, I came to the conclusion that there was 
nothing in the list of pot.tible occurrences, which 
ought to be sufficiently appalling to the man truly 
‘ baptized with the Holy Ghost and with fire,' to 
throw him off his ba’ance, or give him the horrors. 
David knew what this feeling was when he said, 
‘ therefore we will not fear though the earth be re­
moved, though the mountains be cast into the 
midst of the sea.’ ”

[To be conliinued.]

CHAP. V.
er.EATIIEVr.T AS AX ALMS-GIVEIl.

------ ‘-TVoil, Gcd mend all.
--------Nay ! by God Donald, but we must help him to nic-nd it !*  

Sir Datii> Lindsay.

As my charge has many novel theories and prac­
tices with regard to alms-giving, I will endeavor to 
show them up. Although, as will appear, he does 
it in a very eccentric manner, he really gives away 
more money than many noted philanthropists, pos­
sessed of ten times his income. Quite fresh in my 
recollection are the incidents of a charitable excur­
sion he undertook about the time of which the last 
chapter treats; (my narration began with the 
month of October, I853.)

It was a cold December morning, when the kind- 
souled man “ feeling moved,” as he worded it, “ to 
go a pauper hunting,” started out about ten in the 
morning; and betook himself first as a necessary 
preparation to Fifth Avenue. As usual, I was -in­
tent upon the curious working of his mind.

The clearest idea that his mind seemed to gene­
rate for the first few blocks, can be best expressed 
by the monosyllable umph! Then the thoughts 
began to assume a more tangible shape. “ Well,” 
said he,. “I have no quarrel with these people. No 
doubt they are useful members of society. It was 
necessary that such houses should be built, and 
people found who were willing to live in them ; and 
because 'such sensitive people as myself could not 
feel at case in them, while there is so much of hu­
man suffering around that money can nullify—that 
is no reason why we should call those hard names 
who have a CALL to live in this way ; though, to 
be sure, feeling as we do about the sufferings of 
humanity, we cannot help battering with all pos­
sible energy at the thick ramparts which they have 
raised around their hearts, to the end that we may 
get as much money as possible out of them for the 
needy. Ah, how I long for the return of those 
good old times, when people who had gone to hear 

j Whitfield preach charity sermons, were forced by 
• his eloquence to borrow.from their neighbors, and 
even cast their rings and breast-pins into the plate.” 

He proceeded 
he reached the 
which is a kind 
lent. Here he 
being over, the conversation turned upon the usual 
topics, and one askedGreatheart. “Ifhis heart did 

i not bleed for the poor sufferers whose case was so 
graphically- described in the Hot Corn sketches.”

Said he, “ you may think it rather inconsistent 
in me, but the fact is, I don’t allow my heart to 

i bleed any more than I can help. If I had, it 
I would have hied to death long ago. I am natural- 

There was a ca- j ly quite open to horrors ; my mind indeed acts as a 
” " ■ - - - ■ ..... In my

youth, Moloch, the horror God, held me to his bo­
som like that dagger-studded automaton image we 
read of, held its shrieking enclasped victims. Yea, 

; I in turn, clasped him, all pierced as I was by his 
| daggers, though every nerve quivered with agony, 

___  ___ First, we would just as the Romish devotee clasps his thorny cru- 
try to hold the table still while the Spirits strove | cifix to his bleeding breast. I threw out my sym- 
to move it, but were individually and collectively I pathies, as it were, toward every distressed person 
overcome, except the Yankee, who as yet chose iI met, just as some insects will reach out their feel- 
to be a spectator. "With the same success we tried i ers toward the wick of a candle. Of course an ex- 
to move it while they held it. Finally, it arose in ! perience like theirs upon such occasions followed. 
the air and passed over all our heads to where Jo- i The heart’s feelers constantly communicated to it 
nathan stood. He had been mumbling and ejacu-: their scorched sensation. Every person communi- 
lating all the while ‘ humbug !’ ‘ mesmerism!’ &c., cating to me the news of some terrible mishap, was 
but now, half in terror and half in de^rate re- jlika the messengers that told Job of the loss of his

grand Turk have we here ! as 
would say

the
," answered Eleanor, 

trembling a little, lor she began to be dubious with 
regard to the propriety of continuing the conversa­
tion in this extraordinary strain. ‘‘Surely, sir, you 
were but now reading ‘ tile Taming of the Shrew,’ 
and suppose that you have a mission in that direc­
tion.”

Ho speaking, she took up a book and moved to­
ward the door, concluding that it would be most 
maidenly in her to show a disposition to shrink 
from too sudden familiarity.

But lie exclaimed, "Come! I know that you in­
truded to sit here and read, and yet In conform­
ance -with the beggarly conventionalities of modern 
society, you are going away Into your cold room, 
simply forsooth because you find one of the other 
sex sitting in the parlor. If there is to be any ab­
sconding. any martyr to the cause of good man­

, let it be myself. Hit down ; I am not an ogre, 
if it is nscs.t.tary, I will turn my back and not ' 
even look at you, though it will be especially in­
convenient— that is, I mean, to do the farmer, for 
I have- the best light to draw by when sitting my 
leiek to the window.—Well, you are going to sub­
mit, are emu, that looks reasonable ; most young 
ladis.t would pertitt in carrying out the absurd no­
tion."

“ You did not really think, though, did you, that
I was impertinent ?”

"Bather!" was the laconic response, while the 
indexible countenance gazed inflexibly at the copy 
of Kingsley's Hypatia, which she had taken up.

“Well, if I was, I hardly think you were very 
far behind in that respect. But what book is that 
vou are reading? Tapper's Proverbial Philosophy, 
or some such—to the female mind—awfully im­
posing volume, I'll be bound.” Do you know,” 
lie continued, without waiting for a response, “that 
I am filling into the Mahometan notion that wo- | then 
man has no soul ?”

“ I wonder that you will still be speaking, Signor 
Benedict,” replied the inflexible face, “ nobody 
marks you.”

“Parbleti!'' that was well put, there’s even 
a touch of originality- about it. But you would 
have me to understand, would you, that your at­
tention lias been fixed on that book all this while, 
which I see by the way, is a novel, so that I was 
not fir from right. Now, I will venture to say, 
that you have not read a paragraph; you should 
have taken care to open elsewhere than at the first 
half page.”

“ Perhaps if there was less noise in the room, I 
might get along faster.”

“ Noise, eh? that's complimentary ! But really, 
won't you talk ? You have got plenty- of time. 
In the good old tims.t of yore, ladies did not sit 
reading half the day ; but spent their leisure work­
ing at tapestrying, and other needle and thread 
manufactures, so that when their lords and masters 
returned from their more dignified and arduous la­
bors, they found themselves not in the company of 
a set of petrified blue stockings, but in that of 
blithely chattering and gossiping beings; who

ners,

s

soliloquizing in this strain, until 
store of a friend in Broadway, 

of chatting place for the benevo- 
found several such. Salutations

“ No, not very.”
“ Come, then,” said Allan, “ we will all be good, 

and I won’t do so any more, (the mischief in his 
eye be-lied him,) and.you, my venerable friend, will 
tell us where you have been this afternoon.”

“ I dropped in to see a physical medium on my 
way up, which you know is a rare thing with me. 
Shortly after the sitting commenced, we were 
treated to a very amusing scene. 
pital specimen of the live Yankee present, full op ' kind of sponge upon the world of horrors. 
all that vigor, vivacity, curiosity, and incredulity, ' .........................
for which that genus are celebrated. The thing 
in hand was a trial of strength between the Spirits 
and us, flesh clad Spirits, 
ing and moving in spite 
other party, a heavy oak

the test being the hold- 
of the resistance of the 
table.

[For the Christian Spiritualist]

NEW YEAR'S EVE—1850.
Back, back, memory rolls through five succes­

sive years! On that New Year’s Eve, I was sister 
to an elder brother. Ere morn oped her eye of 
rosy light, the form of that brother was forever 
hid from our sight, and his Spirit had returned to 
God who gave it.

The liquid element which wrapped our dwelling 
in sheets of living flame cared not to pause in its 
onward course as it came in contact with his pros­
trate form, or to stay its progress, to select, to vs, 
less valuables, but enveloped his body in its raging 
fury, seized upon his apparel, curled around his 
limbs, played with his hair, danced upon his cheek, 
kissed his lip, ate out his eyes, licked up his blood, 
fed upon liis vitals, consuming and reducing, till 
nought was left for us to behold save a blackened, 
charred mass of unsightly flesh, loathsome and un­
seemly, a few calcined, crumbling bones, and a 
handful of floating, scattered ashes !

That fatal hour, all unknown, was to him, Death's 
Door! Awakened by light and flame, he threw 
liis garments on, aroused the household by his cry 
of “Fire! Fire!” passed and re-passed into the 
street, to return again and meet his fiery doom !— 
“Lost! Lost!” he repeated, and fell! 0, what
were all earth’s vanities to him as he lay writhing 
and gasping in suffocation upon the floor of that 
room? “ Will no one save me? NYU no one 
come to save me ? Must I die here alone ?” Alas, 
no one could save thee ; no one heard thee, for no 
one lencw that thou iccrt there ! and thy call, if call 
thou didst make, passed in silence with thy Spirit 
away, unheeded mid crashing timbei s, falling frag­
ments, flying cinders, and crackling, hot, smoulder­
ing embers.

Yes, brother, thou art gone ;—yet methinks even 
now, I hear a voice whispering, “ Be ye ready, for 
in such an hour as ye think'not, ye may go also !’’

Where, 0 where, exists that Spirit now ? or ex­
ists it at all? Who may know? who may tell? 
May not man inquire ? Is it wrong for him to seek 
this knowledge ? Would he be inexcusable did he 
not seek it ? Who shall dare to say, that friend to 
friend never seems dearer than when, the severing 
chord parted, the soul ceases to animate the form, 
and the silent dead is gazed upon with awe and 
dread, mingled with love and veneration? How 
may we inquire, where goeth the Spirit of our

E. E. Gibson.
ddindgc, X. II., Sew Year's Ire, 1850.

Dickens’ Opinion of being in Earnest.—I feel 
as if it were not for me to record, even though this 
manuscript is intended lor no eyes but mine, how 
hard I work at that tremendous short-hand, and 

then fixed, the righteous in ! all improvement appertaining to it, in my sense of 
j responsibility to Dora and her aunts. I will only 
I add, to what I have already written of my perse­
verance at this time of my life, and of a patient 
and continuous energy which I know to be a strong 
part of . my character, if it have any strength at 
all, that there, on looking back, I find the source 

| of my success. I have been very fortunate in 
worldly matlel^s; many men have worked much 
harder, and not succeeded half so well; but I nev­
er could have done what I have done, without the 
habits of punctuality, order, and diligence, without 
the determination to concentrate myself on one ob- 

j ject at a time, no matter how quickly its successor 
i

j j

Heaven through such a long night of annihilated 
bliss. But perhaps I am in error, and am met with 
the problem, “We do not believe they do lie in 
their graves; we believe that the dead immediate­
ly go to their final reward or punishment.”

How, then, I am more puzzled than ever. I can 
not conceive of the utility of a second judgment, 
or a general judgment day, or the possibility of one 
even. For all being
heaven, the wicked in hell, how can they he taken 
from their abodes, again to mingle and be judged, 
as if sentence had not been already passed upon 
them more effectually in their consignment than 
any verdict from word of mouth from the in­
exorable Judge could render it? The effect has 
already taken place, the sentence been executed, 
and where the necessity of a trial and a condemna­
tion after the execution of the sentence has gone 
into effect? This problem I am not able to solve. 
Perhaps I do not understand the pa.se, and am not 
compent to judge. If I have not stated it as gene­
rally loelleved by the Evangelical Churches, will 
some one correct me and be so condescending as 
to enlighten me upon the subject? The second
judgment I never could understand, and would be i 
happy now to gain some further knowledge of it. 
Perhaps Mr. Logan Sleeper, of St. Louis, Mo., can 
inform me. '

Now, Mr. Editor, I have made quite an offset 
from my first paragraph, and will again change my 
subject to one more interesting to your readers.

I refer to the article published in the Spiritualist 
selected from the California Pioneer. The theory 
there exhibited has long been mine, and the prac­
tical part I was about to say, I had even realized 
in my experience ;—but I would not wish to bf 
understood that I had died and been resuscitated, 
but I have truly in my own self, when bv disease 
laid low, felt the breathings of another world, and 
seen that the suspension of consciousness would not 
be mine, were the soul then to take its departure. 
I could fill a volume upon this interesting point, 
but I forbear. But I would invite the attention of 
all to this fac^t: when falling asleep, we suspend our

should come upon its heels, which I then formed. 
Heaven knows I write this in no spirit of self lau­
dation. The man who reviews his life, as I do 
mine, in going on here, from page to page, had 
need to have been a good man, indeed, if he would 
be spared the sharp consciousness of many talents 
neglected, many opportunities wasted, many erra­
tic and perverted feelings constantly at war within 
his breast, and defeating him. I do not hold one 
natural gift, I dare say, that I have not abused.— 
My meaning simply is, that whatever I have tried 
to do in life, I have tried with all my heart to do 
well; that whatever I have dovoted myself to, I 
have devoted myself to completely ; that, in great 
aims and in small, I have always been thoroughly 
in earnest. I have never believed it possible that 
any natural or improved ability can claim immu­
nity from the companionship of the steady, plain, 
hard-working qualities, and hope to gain its end.— 
There is no such thing as such fulfilment on this 
earth. Some happy talent, and some fortunate op­
portunity, may form the two sides of the ladder on 
which some men mount, but the rounds of that 
ladder must be made of stuff to stand wear ' and 
tear; and there is no substitute for thorough-go­
ing, ardent, and sincere earnestness. Never to put 
my hand to anything, on which I could throw my 
whole self; and never to effect depreciation of my 
work, whatever it was; I find, now, to have been 
my golden rules.



Christian ’^ritualist.
So long as Men are Honest so long will Success follow 

in the Footsteps of their Labors.
NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 1855.

THE WAY SOME EDITORS CRITICISE.
It would seem from a certain class of facts, 

that some minds, like the eyes of some animals, 
are so constituted that they see best and only in the 
dark, which precludes tho possibility of their see­
ing many of the beauties of the world. M ere 
there any doubt of this, the many silly issues 
made on Reform in general, and Spiritualism in par­
ticular, must have convinced the observing mind 
that great obliquity of mental vision must be natu­
ral to certain persons, since they select the darker 
aide of men and things in preference to their hap­
pier relations, deeming this no doubt thc way to en­
joy “ life, liberty, and thc pursuit of happiness.’’ 
Mrs. O'Scuttle, in the farce of “Poor Pillicoddy,” 
we take as a good type of this family, since both 
seek happiness in wishing it to be Lnoicn that they 
arc the “ most miserable beings in the world.” It 
would be the severest necessity of an unfortunate 
organization that would allow a man or woman to 
go through life seeking “darkness rather than 
light,” when the love of good that cast out all fear 
should warm the soul into living charity and prompt 
the mind to look for the “ silver lining that softens 
the severity cf experience as well as shows the pre­
sence of good in everything.”

Nevertheless, daily experience and some of our 
“ exchanges” convince us there are a few of this 
class remaining, for if darkness exists, or miscon­
ception is possible, it will find in them a home and 
a welcome.
^Spiritualists are as free to speak of as they are 
apt to see the occasional follies that come with this 
or that phase of development, but that such should 
be considered as characteristic of thc whole, it were 
absurd to think and satirical to represent.

The law of charity should be fundamental to all 
criticism, since there are “ none perfect,” but in the 
absence of “ charity that sufll-reth long and is 
kind,” all who are subject to criticism, have thc 
right to expect justice and good since. Yet, there 
are those of the press, thc pulpit, and general so­
ciety, who seldom, if ever, allow an occasion to 
pass without torturing sense, reason, and Christian 
faith, if in so doing, they can make Spiritualism 
obnoxious to thc popular sense.

The following, which we clip from thc N. II. 
“ Stars and Stripes” liny be “ noirs" to the reader, 
and no doubt the Spiritualist will consider the edi. 
tor of said paper a very far-seeing or else a very 
stupid “ individual” for making the discovery.

Free Love-ism.—The latest ism is Free love-ism, 
which is a new development of Spiritualism, and 
against which the Rev. Adin Ballou warns the Spi­
ritualists. lie regards it as the suggestion of “ setni- 
aupernal" Spirits. 'These supernals are teaching 
their ready believers doctrines touching marriage, 
and divorce and love, which are something more 
than semi-infernal. They lead te what Mr. Ballou 
styles “ Spirito-cirnality," but which other people 
are apt to call by names that do not look over well 
in print.

We had hoped since the f tilure of thc New York 
Daily Tribune to fasten the stigma of “ free love- 
ism” on to Spiritualism, that all “meaner things” 
would permit thc subject to rest and rot into obli­
vion, but we were mistaken, judging from the 
above. Wc would advise our friend of the sanctum 
to get “posted," since ignorance cannot be Ijlim, 
where an editor is expected to ba wise, When that 
event takes place, the editor of the Stars and Stripes 
will learn that his statement is not only false in fact, 
but he is doing historic violence to the philosophers 
par excellence that made the stupendous discovery 
that aU marriage was n.-efcw because some were un­
happy.

For the timely caution of Ilr. Ballou, many of 
the Spiritual family are very thankful, but we 
have to see the authority yet that can make Spir­
itualism responsible for so monstrous an evil as 
free love-ism.

The next item comes from “away down South,” 
and gives us some startling intelligence on “hallu­
cinations of the nineteenth century." We clip from 
the Mobile Weekly News as follows:

Tue Hallucinations of the Nineteenth Cen­
tury.—In a town not a dozen miles from Boston, 
there is a female who claims to cure various kinds 
of sickness by the laying on of the hands, and who 
has many patients, some coming from a distance of 
fifteen or twenty miles. When a person applies, 
she inquires of her “ Spiritual doctor" if a cure 
can be effected, and if the answer is favorable, pro­
ceeds in her manipulations. She has many believ­
ers.

Now in all probability, thc writer of this is a geo­
graphical believer in tiie Bible, if not a Christian in 
theory, and would be very much offended if we 
pronounced him “ infidel” in fact or tendency, and 
yet. tlie curing of disease “ Im thc laying on of 
hands," yea, by a “ touch," is a very common doc­
trine in the New lestament. Hie observances of 
most of the churches retain this among its forms, 
even where form is generally ignored, so consonant 
is it to the facts in history anil the traditions of 
every nation. But “facts' with a certain class of 
reasoners only go to convict the parties.of igno­
rance, since it holds good in this code as in com­
mon law, “ that thc greater the truth, thc greater 
the libel," or what is the same tiling, when Spirit­
ualism and Religion are concerned, the greater the 

fact, the more stupid the people. Of course, these 
are a very progressed people, somewhat if not ex­
tensively known as tlie “facts," and no doubt relat­
ed to thc “tofts."

Tlie next item i; from the Walworth County

other book or books. This man thought himself 
under the guidance of the Almighty—not the Spi­
rits. What made him crazy? It might as well 
have been headed, The effects of believing in an 
Almighty. Weak logic, isn’t it?

The extracts will convince the reader that “ har­
mony of views ” is not to be found in the editorial, 
more than the ministerial family ; but we have one 
more item, which we think will surprise some of 
our readers. We take it from the Advent Review, 
and is summed up in the following comprehensive 
statement: “Man not Immortal: the only shield 
ayainst the seductions on Modern Spiritualism.”

Now, this statement, short as it is, comprises the 
pith, marroic, and bach bone, of a number of long and 
singularly constructed articles against Spritualism, 
which have appeared in the “Advent Review,’’ 
under the above heading, which had their origin in 
assumption, expanded into assertion, and terminated 
in the annihilation of all sense, reason, and philoso­
phy. Very naturally the soul should share the 
same fate, for when you take reason and philoso­
phy from the soul, “the divinity that moves with­
in," will have but a poor chance for immortality.

Surely, if ever there was i.ccd'of divine inter­
preters to save the world from confusion worse 
confounded, the present condition of the theological 
world would justify the Spirits in doing almost 
any thing that would have the happy effect of 
waking men from their Spiritual stupor. Notwith­
standing the easy manner with which the Review 
disposes of Spiritualism, we find the following 
statement of progress in its columns :

Progress of Spiritualism.—It is computed that 
nearly tiro millions of people in our nation, togeth­
er with hundreds of thousands in other lands, are 
already believers in Spiritualism. No less than 
twelve or fourteen periodicals are devoted to the 
publication of its phenomena and the dissemination 
of its principles. Nearly each succeeding week 
brings, through the press, some new new books 
treating exclusively on this subject. Every day, 
and much more than daily, lectures are given in 
the presence of audiences quite respectable as to 
both numbers and character. Circles are held by 
day and by night, in nearly every city, town and 
village throughout our country.

The consolations of this annihilation theory must 
have a savaye pleasure for the “Saints,” for it beg­
gars sense to conceive how any, not related to the 
savage or the anti-human family, could find conso­
lation in such a faith. Yet this is the antidote to 
modern Spiritualism, and consequently the “ only 
shield against the seductions of" “ Spirit-inter­
course.”

The only way to bring light into this darkness 
is by giving facts, attested not only by the author­
ity of the senses, but sanctioned by the intuitions 
of the souk Thanks to the age, and the “ minis­
try of the Angels,” that light has come, and mil­
lions “ rejoice ever more ” in the “ glad tidings," 
which is fast getting to be “ of great joy to all 
people.” Thanks to the simplicity of the agents 
used, the truth of man’s immortality is henceforth 
'a fi.ied fact in Spiritual science, since the testimonv 
of the martyred dead, the hopes and aspirations of 
the race, the inductions of sound reason and the 
voice of intuition, all harmonize with the “ seduc­
tions of modern Spiritualism,” and bespeak for the 
soul a divine immortality in “ another and a better 
world.” In the light of that eternity all errors 
will be corrected, and all doubts be put to rest, 
since faith and philosophy declare that “ God shall 
be aU and in all.”

---------------------
MISS E. JAY.

The lecture at Dodworth’s Academy last Sun- 
: day, was delivered by this young lady while in the 
i abnormal condition.

Iler manner is earnest, bat subdued ; while in 
tone of voice and gesture she is impressive and 
simple. The delivery of the lecture occupied an 
hour and a quarter, and was listened to by an in­
telligent and appreciating audience.

It was an elaborate answer to the question of 
Job, “If a man die, shall he live again?" and sei 
forth the presumptive ami dcinonstratire evidence 
of immortality- in an orderly and convincing man­
ner. The case with which the lecture was deliver­
ed was second only to the clearness of conception 
and consecutiveness of thought by which the whole 
effort was made, a most striking and impressive ex­
hibition of Spirit-power.

Tlie merits of the argument wc will leave for tbe 
reader to infer, as we shall give the lecture next 
week, believing that it will be suggestive, though it 
may fail to convince all.

Mr. C. Partridge at the close of the lecture, re­
marked that he considered the discourse to which 
he had just listened as little short of a miracle, al­
though lie did not believe there ever had or could 
be a miracle strictly speaking. That a young ladv 
not over IS years of age should speak for an hour 
and a quarter, in such an eloquent manner, with 
such logical and philosophical clearness, was evi­
dence to him of a po.ver not natural to thc educa­
tion or mentality of the speaker. Still, incdiu,n- 
ship was in its infancy, and he felt called oil to 
make these remarks, as he had introduced the me­
dium to the meeting.

Gov. Tallmadge made a few remarks to tile ef­
fect, that he had been surprised at thc depth ol' 
philosophy, and delighted with thc eloquence lie 
had heard through the medium while in Troy.

If wc understood correctly, Miss Jay is about to 
commence a lecturing tour, and will no doubt be 
happy to cooperate with such as would be glad to 
hear her.

J. B. DODS.
"We have commenced the publication of a series 

of twelve letters to this “ notorious individual,” r.ot 
Reporter, and is marked by good sense, whatever s0 rnucli with the hope of converting him to Spir- 
the writer may think of Spiritualism. ’We do not i dualism, as to show the many ways Spiritualism 
know the editor of this paper, but we do know > ultimates itself from various stand-points. The 
that in bis reflections on the developments of Spir- j Catholic and tolerant Spirit they breathe, cannot 
itualism he is generally logical, candid and truth-1 A1'1 to do good t0 t!le reader, whatever lie may 
ful. "We shall be happy some day to know him as ' think cf the argument; since it should be the dc- 
a Spiritualist, but whether lio believes or disbe-1 AglR of" Ble charitable and tr’tM-Ioving critic, to 
lieves, the good sense of the following will be plain i dnd Sood in everything and person. Since the 
to all. j publication of these letters has commenced, we

Effects or Spiritualism.—Tiie Wisconsin hag i'have received a printed circular addressed to “Edi- 
a paragraph under this head, in which it is related ■ tors,” which not only reflects on thc moral charac- 
thata Mrs. Thayer of Wyoming county, Ita com-1 tcr of Dr. Dods but'makes charges of so positive 
mitted suicide by nanginx nersell—that she had i n . . ± ,
lost her children, and in a lit of insanity hung her-1 an. Persona^ a nature, that we aie not only sur- 
_ If. Then it is attributed to Spiritualism, because prised, butgiaincd. Of the truth of these charges 
she had been taken up of late, with tlie “develop- we Imoic nothing, and therefore can say nothing; 
mnnta nf stair.tts j j1!s must be the effect of but even if wc did, it does not appear to us as duty

self. Then it is attributed to Spiritualism Of the truth of these charges

mej\t3 of Spiritualists. 1 ins must be the effect of but even if we did, it does not appear to its as duty 
spiritualism, of course. No allowance is to be ,i , i <• .i ttmade for the effects of such a misfortune as losing ! t0 bnnS ll‘c”c charScs bcfore thc l’vKte' 
her children on the mind of the poor distracted and ! As tve understand Spiritualism and the teachings 
disconsolate mother. . of Jesus, we believe that love and charity should

But in the same paper we find another of a dif-! be in life as they are in the Gospel, the cardi- 
ferent character, as follows : v- I nal virtues of character. We do not like, therefore,

Dangerous Lunatic.—Yesterday afternoon, Ar-1 tbe c'rcu'ar tbat came toms, because it is retailing 
chibald Henderson, a long bearded man, was found I the past, to the detriment of the present character 
in IV est Broadway, flourishing a formidable sword, ' and standing of thc individual. lie may have been 
“Ucb l° dan°er of “Y lvh°, rj.’proa,t:hed hilnJ guilty of all that is here stated, but it is not for us 
He was taken into custody by Officer Fowler, of fc J , , . , ’
the 5 th ward, andon being arraigned before Jus-; to sa^’ 1 ia^ '= and knowledge may not have 
tice Bogart, informed that functionary that lie had ' come to him, by virtue of which he has become 
bsen commissioned by the Almighty to slay 20,000 [ “ a new man in Christ Jesus.” If, however, Dr.

Dods is still living as set forth in the circular, themen on that day and he meant to do it—Ai 1' 
Mirror.

This’is not pretended to be the work of Spirit- charSe should be made public, and not circulated 
-Alum. The man was. crazy, though. It might in private, for the one, however painful it maybe 
havo been in consequence of his reading some in bringing a person before the bar of public opin-
ualism. The man was. crazy, though. It might

ion, has the redeeming virtue of fair dealing and 
candor; while the other is morally, legally, and re­
ligiously defective. We look upon the entire sys­
tem of social gossip by which so many have had 
their “ life's life hid away'' as most destructive to 
good faith, social intercourse, and general harmo­
ny. Th’s “Til tell you a secret, if you won't let it 
go any further," is giving power to the malicious 
and cowardly, by often sacrificing judgment and 
conscience on the brazen assumptions of slander 
and falsehood.

Among the revolutions that must come ere the 
long hoped-for and prayed-for future shall arrive, 
we know of none more needed or more likely to he 
efficacious of good, than the one that shall make 
honesty marketable, so that if justice and candor de­
mand plain truth to be told, that it may not be 
ruled out of court by interested parties as impertin­
ence. Divine Justice as well as the practical ends of 
law require that the truth should be told, but both 
make it imperative that it should be told in she lave 
of truth. Without this latter qualification, it is 
not only actionable at law, but destructive of all 
good; for, whatever may be said of the love of gos­
sip, few fail to see the littleness and malignity of 
the man or woman that tortures sense to make it 
speak the language of insinuation, implication, or 
slander.

We had no intention of extending these com­
ments but to say in so many words, we have no 
sympathy with the Spirit of censure and condem­
nation, which converts social ethics into a body­
guard of tlie meanest interests, by which the of­
fending party is kept in some popular purgatory, 
because, forsooth, “ once a sinner always a sinner.”

No, if thou hast aught against thy brother, go to 
him, and if he will not hear thee, and the nature of 
the case makes it worthy of further comment, let 
your action be direct, open, and manly. By this 
means, scandal is disarmed, malignity deprived of 
its venom, while distributive justice still lives to be a 
“ terror to all evil doers.” The government of God 
as wc-11 as the social harmony of society require 
that such should be the conduct of all, when duty 
demands such stern service from us, but in this, as 
in all the rotations of life, magnanimity as well as 
the Gospel teaches us to “ deal gently iclth the er­
ring."

I said to the children, try that, and two or three 
went to it, and in three minutes it was bounding.

In the confusion, the old man looked up and 
said: O! did I ever see such a time since I was 
bom of a woman ! He kept having these excla­
mations over for five hours, or till eleven at night 
I got upon the big table and it threw me off. 
There were two tables, one stool, one orjtwo chairs, 
all moving with great power and confusion. We 
never saw such a night before. At last, we got it 
a little quiet, and the table began to answer ques­
tions. The Spirit was none of our connections.

Questions Is this a General ? Ans. Yes.
Q. Is this Napoleon Bonaparte ?• A. Y'es.
Q. Have you made all this fuss for our diver­

sion? A. Yes.
Q. Can’t you find bigger business than this? A- 

No.
These and many other questions were answered. 

I don’t pretend to say that they are all true, but if 
it was him, he made things move about as rapid as 
he did on earth. He said he had made a prophecy 
about the war, and it would come to pass. The 
mediums here are hindered from laying their hands 
on the table. Is it not cruel that old priestcraft 
will hinder us from communing with Spirits, when 
every denomination has said in their prayersand 
hymns, “ Come Holy Spirit, heavenly dove, with 
all thy quickening powers.”

I would like to say to all the Spirit-friends, don’t 
give up the ship! Holy Spirits have put a hand 
to, and have helped us to launch one that will na­
vigate the globe, and carry the passengers safe.— 
But are you afraid to say that you are going a- 
board of that ship ? If you are, I am sorry, for the 
most of those that I have seen are the most en­
lightened, the most open hearted and frank of any 
men and women that I have ever known. O! may 
all good men jump on board of this ship, for these 
men are free thinkers, that can pray in knowledge, 
truth, and light O! how beautiful for the man 
that has been in darkness to feel the scales of the 
superstition fall off, and a new and heavenly light 
beam upon his eyes. Let us all now show to the 
world that “ whereas we were once blind, now we 
see.” LvinER Slayton.

the 
the

STARTLING PHENOMENA.
The following letter will in some degree help 

reader to understand the seeming mystery in 
rapid development and spread of Spiritualism.—
When it comes to pass that nearly whole families 
are mediums, (it makes little matter for the time 
being, whether the phenomena is of “ a high or 
low character,” since the first of all questions is to 
ascertain if it be gdienomena or trick,) the spread of 
the phenomena is inevitable. Who can help be­
lieving in what he sees and hears, the more when 
these things are done in and by the members of 
his or her own family •? And yet a bigoted and 
ignorant parti- Spirit would have it understood that 
all such exhibitions of Spiritual development are the 
results of trick, humbug, or superstition. We hope 
our friends in favoring us with reports of like de­
velopments to this, will be as particular as possible 
to give us such detail of the habits and culture of 
the mediums, as much light is needed in this de­
partment of observation. Too much attention can­
not be given to the study of mediums for a time, 
as one of the most important and necessary branches 
of Spiritual philosophy will ultimate in that which 
explains the nature, and harmonizes the conditions 
by which the development of the medium can be 
made educational to a higher and more practical 
unfolding of Spirit-life. The time has come, when 
we may expect this, since nearly every phase of ma­
nifestation has been developed, and that so fre­
quently, that explanation must come to save it from 
becoming mechanical and anti-Spiritual.

We have long thought it would be a benefit to 
science, if every medium were subject to a tho­
rough phrenological and physiological examination, 
in order that classification might result from com­
paring the heads, Ac., of the mediums with the phe­
nomena or communications produced. It is only 
by some such method that order will come to this

DID NOT THE SPIRITS KNOW OF THE 
HOAX?

We should say they did, for if the following 
proves anything, it is, that either the company had 
so much regard for the Bible as to stop humbugging 
in the supposed presence of that “book of books,” 
or else the Spirits, knowing the deception of the 
tester, would not cooperate with him. In the for­
mer case, there could not have been much “ infi­
delity" in the “circle;” in the latter, the Spirits 
acted just right; since skepticism and trickery are 
ever answered by them, according to the folly of 
the deceiver. “ Measure for Measure," seems to be 
the law of Spiritual equilibrium.

Spirits and table moving.—A correspondent of 
the Manchester Guardian, in describing some ex­
periments he recently witnessed, says ; “ The table 
being put in rapid motion, a Bible folded in paper 
was placed upon it, when the table stopped instant­
ly, and could not be induced to go again so long 
as tlie precious volume remained upon it. The Bi­
ble was removed, and a copy of Bunyan’s “ Pilgrim’s 
Progress” placed in its stead, when the table re­
volved as before. A prayer book was tided with 
like results; and the whole service of the Church of 
England failed to arrest its rotary motion. Whilst 
it was still revolving with considerable velocity, the 
Bible was again and again substituted, but with 
unvarying results. After repeating these experi­
ments several times one of the party suggested that 
the Bible should be unfolded and opened^ to try if 
some portions of it were more powerful than "oth­
ers. This was done ; when lo 1 and behold 1 what 
had been believed to be the Bible, proved to be a 
copy of Gulliver's Travels ! Fancy the consterna­
tion of the operators at this discovery, (the hoax 
only being known to one of the party.)' I may add 
the experiment was again tried, but Gulliver ex­
posed, had lost its power."

MOVEMENTS FOE THE POOE.
Whatever may be said of the policv which has 

resulted in bringing misery and suffering to so 
many of the poor of this and other cities, it must 
not be overlooked that great sympathy has been

department of Nature, for if the “development" caUed °ut> and many practical measures are in pro-
cess of development for the good of those unfor­
tunates. It may be, that the lesson of this winter 
is to be the means of developing humanity more 
than if success had followed on success, since it is 
too common a thing for men to allow themselves to 
become excessively proud and opinionated by tri­
umph, while disappointment and failure cannot 
fail but teach the lesson of dependence and humil­
ity. The general peace of this Nation, and the 
consequent increase in trade of all kinds, the ex­
tension of commei ce on land and sea, and the gen­
eral business of society, can not have failed to 
make us not only a “fast ration," but somewhat 
hasty and extravagant in our general business en­
terprizes. Still, hope is ever on the side of strength, 
so that where sympathy is as ready and action as 

i prompt to attend to the calls of distress as is mani- 
I fested in the present movements for the poor, the 
! good will that has so long sweetened social inter- 
I course while faithfully attending to the business 

ing a considerable hold here of late, and there are ! nceds of lifOj Kill only be the itfongcr and more 
no.: a fev. n.ed'.unte. The jumping of the table ; enduring, by knowing that in the hour of need 
calls up a great many anxious minds and gazing i humanitg will be true to itself, and to those who 
eyes, and some tliat have attempted to hold it down ' 
have been thrown across the house. In that and 
through such testimonv, some have become believ­
ers. There is one girl here that is a very good me­
dium, and the table always jumps when she lays

are

is according to and produced by “ Law,” then it ■ 
must become a part of and incorporated with Spir­
itual anthropology and the science of human de­
velopment We have the promise of the Spirits 
that all this will be p’ain, so that none need be de­
terred by fear of mystery or tbe apprehension of ir- 
rei-ercnce.

Beside all this, the mind owes it to itself, that it 
seeks for such explanation, since it is now general­
ly understood that life is a “ Uiiit," and therefore 
these “phases” should in some degree be incorpor­
ated in tiie make up of character, which it is be­
lieved wiil be functional to the developed man and 
iceman of theyhture. Be that however as it may, 
it must be obvious that wc need closer observation 
and more method in getting at the philosophy of j 
mediumship.

Wheeling, (Va.,) Dec. 2Sth, 1S54.
Mi’.. Editor—Spiritualism and Reform are tak- I

.delanW hold here of late, and there are , nceds of ][fOj on]y be tbe and
• mediums. Thc jumping of the table ; cndur-n<x

I

ed progress and submitted a draft for a ticket, of 
which the following is a copy:
ooooooocoo oooooooocoooooooooeo 

O LADIES’ BALL. o
O ( Seal ) FOE THE EELTEF OF THE FOOB.O 
O 4 Of tbe >- Academt of Music, Jan. 1., 18y5. o 
o (Academy. J Dancing to commence at eight o clock, o 

eoooco cocceco,coooeeooon ®oooooo

Mr. P. further remarked that 5,000 tickets, 
would be printed and distributed amoug the Hotels 
and Book stores for sale.

Mr. J. W. Gerard was in favor of having la,000 
printed, and distributed for sale everywhere.

On motion tbe Committee were empowered to 
increase thc number of tickets to 10,000 or 15,000, 
as might be deemed expedient

Mr. Gerard, from the Comittee on Music and Po­
lice, reported that the Committee had engaged 
Monck’s Band, fifty-four pieces, at five dollars per 
piece, and that they also purposed to engage a mil­
itary band (perhaps the Government Band) to 'filay 
marches, Ac., so that the expense of the music 
would be about $430. Adopted.

The Committee on Hall and floor reported that 
they had engaged the Academy of Music, for the 
evening of Wednesday Jan, 17, with fire, lights, 
&c., for $500. They also reported a rule. That it 
be not considered a rule of this ball, that the floor 
Managers are bound to furnish persons attending 
with partners for the dance. Adopted.

The subject of the distribution of tickets was 
then taken up. Mr. Gerard moved that fifty tickets 
be sent to each manager for sale, with a circular re­
questing them to report progress at a meeting to 
be beld on the 13th. It was agreed that tbe price 
of tickets be $2, each, whether for a gentleman or 
lady.

After the transaction of some further business 
the meeting adjourned.

manded existence into existence, and. now, when*  
modern revealments explain how it was done, they 
hiss the idea, and scout the manner of its presenta­
tion as if truth never before has conversed in a 
similar manner. Let such pause, and consider up­
on the subject Let tfiose who refuse to believe 
that aught is revelation but that which is contain­
ed in Holy Writ, remember the injunctions of the 
Prophets, Jesus Christ, and his inspired Apostles, 
that after them should arise greater than them­
selves, who should accomplish greater works than 
they had had then. If they were true prophets, 
then must those prophets have arisen, and those 
“ greater works been accomplished,” else are they 
still to be fulfilled. If the latter, which you and 
all Christians I believe, admit to be true, then sure­
ly must there be' greater revelations to man than 
those ever yet made known. It is a self-evident 
truth that ’ the higher the mind, the higher the 
knowledge emanating through that mind, or from 
that mind. Then if Naturejs truths are revealed 
through the human mind to the human mind, then 
must that mind, as it advances, become more and 
more capable of receiving and imparting higher 
and higher truths. We have instances of it through 
all the past. We can but perceive how obscure 
and mystified were’ the first revelations made 
through man in comparison to the revelations made 
after he had become more advanced in civilization, 
hence his inspirations vary according as his differ­
ent degrees of development vary. Deny this who 
can ; it speaks for itself and needs ne specification.

The aborigines of a country are not usually 
conversant with the laws of their being, hence 
they are not prepared for scientific researches; 
then how could it be expected that the aborigines 
of a planet could understand the laws of that 
planet, the effect of causes and the causes of ef­
fect ? If the seed be a higher production than the 
blossom and the fruit, then may we expect that 
the primitive unfoldments are higher than their 
productions, their fruits.

If the acorn is a further development of Nature 
than the stately oak which yearly produces its 
bushel of this same product, the nut, then may th*  
past revealments, perhaps, be greater than any 
which are to succeed them.

Man is a progressive being, and as such, must 
have a progressive revelation. As a natural con­
sequence of progression arises this progressive rev­
elation. He unfolds himself in unfolding Nature, 
and in applying her to his wants. Ilow can he 
unfold himself and not increase his conception of 

j himself? If be increases his conceptions of him-

TEMPERANCE.
It has long been a study with us, to know prac­

tically the wisdom of Paul’s advice in being “ tem­
perate in all things," that we may not be a good 
“prohibitionist," although a temperance advocate. 
This does net come from any dislike to the tem­
perance movement, but from the fact that we have 
never been able to see far into the mysteries of the 
law. We have great confidence, however, in good 
sense and progress, and where the former is father 
to the latter, we know that good must come of it. 
We are willing, therefore, to act in faith, nothing 
doubting but good sense will inspire true men and 
women with the necessary wisdom to make this 
law what it should be, for though we may fail to 
see now the wisdom of prohibition, still the com­
monest kind of sense has long since said, the thing 
should be tolerated for the sake of experiment. Of 
the excesses of city life there can be but one opin­
ion where the facts are known, and known they 
should be, since they have spoken “ trumpet \ 
tongued" to all classes of society for many, mar-v | seIf’ m,USt thereby increase bis conception

■ of God? As his conceptions of God increase, so 
reThe publication of the Prohibitionist will help [ must his knowledge of God increase, and as his 
the discussion, as it will give facts, arguments and ! 1;n_creases> so I.nus‘,tl,e "ature of
statistics that cannot fail to bring the subject home 
to the sou's 
commend the following 
hope success will follow the efforts of prohibition, 
until men are temperate in all things.

Prospectus of Volume Second, (commencing 1st 
of January, 1855.) The Prohibitionist, published 
monthly, by the Executive Committee of the New 
York State Temperance Society; W. IE •Burleigh, 
Correspondent Secretary of the Society, Editor: 
assisted by a Corps of able Contributors.

It is printed in the folio form, on a double me­
dium sheet, making eight large four-columned 
pages to a number.

and general interests of men. We 
“ prospectus ” to all, and

; God’s revealed will increase: or in other words, so I ’ 7i much higher revelation will lie obtain as a natural
■ consequence of his increased knowledge.

There is no revelation aside from the Revelator. 
The revelation and the Revelator are one. They 
are inseparably connected. They cannot be dis­
united. God is in all His works and as such reveals 
Himself. If He be not his own revelator in His 
worxs, how is He a revelator? for man knows 
nothing of Him but what He has revealed to him 
through the manifestation of Himself in His va­
rious operations. The human mind being the high, 
est revelation of which we have any knowledge,a_ ________ _ tft iiiLiAiiuLi ui nnitu \\ u iiiivu uuy iujvwiuuge,

It advocates tlie cause of Temperance generally, > should therefore be studied as the highest revela- 
and especially the Legislative prohibition of the ; t;orlj or as lbe Jijr^Dest type of revelation known by 
traffic in intoxicating beverages. , , . , .

It is Clonal in ?ts spirit^scope, and aim; we , as cver bcen made t0 Inan? and m
shall endeavor to make it National also in its cir-! self should be held sacred as a God, pure as an 
culation and influence. j Angel, and undefiled as heaven, the sanctuary of

Terms ef Subscription.—One copy, for one year, j hopfi and tbe birthplace of God’s immortality, and 
50 cents: three copies to one address, one year, ! .....r ; i pure in its virginity.$1; seven copies to one adurgss, one year, $2, and 1 °
for each additional four copies, $1 will be charged 1
for any quantity less than fifty copies; fifty copies ; 50. v.
to one address, $11; one hundred copies to one j , ,, „ ,
address $20 ! *so man iat 1 seen an-v time, saith one

Postage.—The postage on the Prohibitionist is I whom we will take as authority upon this subject, 
but half a cent a number, or but six cents a year, ! as it aptly corresponds with each individual’s own 
to any part of the United States. _ [testimony. No man hath seen God at any time,

special Urrer.—lo facilitate the gratuitous circu-: r J
lation of the paper, we will send one hundred i we^1 tdKe ^or a text.
copies for a year, to one address, pontage p/aid, for ; Go4 by no means inspires His children with 
twenty-five dollars, and a greater number in the ' thoughts of Ilim which He does not intend to grati- 
same proportion. : fy. The inspiration presupposes an answer to that

Ao subscription received for less than one year, i ’ • T •■j • r j ■ inspiration. Inspiration and aspiration I considerand in every case the order must be accompanied i . \ i ±
bv thc money. Address ■ one, since inspiration is a desire fulfilled, and as-

O. Scovill, Publishing Agent, i piration is a desire, and tbe presence of the aspira- 
Albany, N.-Y. j tion fortokens the presence of thc inspiratory 

j power, else would not the aspiration arise lor tlie 
i inspiration. Now what is inspiration ? I stand by 
i a waterfall, I feel an enthusiastic glow of adoration 

You may calmly inquire of me, -by I thus be-) and am relieTed b-v emotions of the holy aud beau- 
siege you. I do not besiege you, nor yet your , nfuL /Vnd as 1 contemplate, my soul bursts forth 
opinions ; but wish, in connection with them, to i raPtUres> • 
elicit thought. This is why I appear as an assailant I 
of you, your principles and your advanced ideas. | 
We are both fellow travellers on the highway ofi 
life, and life is equally dear to us ; and our pursuits i 
in the life are the same to one as to the other. 1

We cannot veil our faces and pass through life i 
masked; wc must see, and see for ourselves. We, 
cannot produce an instance where one person lives to flow forth in language, and I gaze on in silent 
for another, however much the continuance of life admiration ; speechless, but not less moved by the 
may depend upon the relative conditions of one to inspiratory scenery. Now, what inspired me? As 
the other; bence I feel justified in giving my views, 11 beheld thc wondrous power of God manifested 
which are the results of my experiences, whether i in Nature, the mind, the counterpart of Nature’s 
in opposition to, or confirmation of, yours, that good God, paraphrases itself into Nature’s self, and 
may result in the comparison of the two conjointly ! makes of tbe two a similitude, and exalts over tlie 
presented. ! comparison I The inspiration was uncalled for by

Allow me then again to express my entire satis-: myself, until the aspiratory or inspiratory nature 
faction in your method of treating the subject— j of the scene of itself called up the unknown and 
“Spirit-Manifestations.” I am pleased with the. inactive powers of my soul, and drew from its 
tone of your remarks even, where you consider: founts the swelling praise of praver and ejacula- 
the manifestations as striking directly at the heart i tion in tiie form of words and sentences.
ol Christianity. You are sincere and honest, I per-1 Now all Nature inspires, inasmuch as is she beau- 
ceivc, in your statement, and regret with real sor- ' tiful, grand or useful, and inasmuch as she has the 
row, tbe indirect evil of these modern manifesto-: material on which to form her inspirations. An­
tions in the increasing influence of their tendencies : ciently, it is said, that such were her powers of in­
to establish and perpetuate infidelity. You are bv i spiratiofl, that the hills clapped their hands forjoy, 
no means to be blamed for your fears; they natu- \ and that thc mountains ran and skipped like lambs, 
rally arise in your mind from the ideas you have i so inspired was siie with her own gladness at the 
adopted in relation to them, and also from your ! works of God as manifested through her creatures, 
views relative to the Christian religion. It were: If thc products of the human mind are the inspi- 
impossible for you to feel otherwise in your present' rations of that mind, then is it evident that its in­
existing opinions. You believe that the doctrines ! spirations can be no higher than itself. If its in- 
or these Spirit-mediums are in direct opposition ! spirations are the result of a principle beyond itself, 
to the Spirit of tbe Gospel, since that is “ Peace i fixed and sure, then as that mind rises into this 

! on earth and- good will to man,” and you consider; higher principle, can it become tbe subject of its 
this to be bate on earth and bad will toman; hell ■ inspiration. Now when the various products of 
here, and hell hereafter. Time will not permit inc I earth are all coneentiatcd in one man, may it not 
to enter into an exposition of the ancient Spirit­
manifestations, but I will endeavor, briefly, to give 
my views of the same, comprising the accepted 
view of Biblical believers also, including your own 
and the so-called Christian Church.

"While the Church profess to receive the analo­
gical demonstration of Spirit-power recorded in 
the Bible, they refuse to acknowledge thc same > any more than he can control the Involuntary 
proof in the present demonstrations or evidences of! powers of his body, the respiration, digestion ; for 
the existence of that power; hence it is difficult to I instance, if the olfactory nerve be brought into jux- 
convince them that God does manifest Himself as < taposition with an offensive odor, his senses im- 
in olden times, and that He does minister unto His j mediately convey the intelligence to bis soul and 
people through the mediation of His angels. They 
wonder not at the marvellous accounts of old, but 
they gape and stare at the present philosophical 
revealments of these accounts, or in other words, 
they believe that God Almighty in power com-

LETTER TO DE. DODS.
SO. IV.

0, wondrous tide of human life, 
Tbou art the waterfull of strife ; 
I wonder on, and praise the God, 
Who thus commands thee with n nod ! 
And to Himself directs the same, 
lieturningevery drop of rain 
Into tlie bosom of Himself--------

Here I am interrupted, and my inspiration ceases

may be called to suffer at such times.
For the banefit of those of our readers who mav 

not see the daily papers, we give the following ex­
tract from tbe Evening Express of Friday, that 
they may know how general the feeling is in be- 

i half of the poor.
STEWART S (SOUP) WAITERS-----A NEW BUSINESS FOR

NEW HANDS.

The waiters, whom we described in our last as 
well dressed waiters, in Stewart’s splendid establish­
ment, were his own clerks,—and Air. and Mrs Stew- 

The lad}- dealt out the first 
Tbe gentlemen, whose hands

her hand upon it for that purpose. But we 
wanting books here verv much.

Jiinuary Is?, 1S-55. Since writing 
have been astonished by some Spiritual 
tions here in this part of the city.

V>'s went to read to an old man not 
other evening, and I staid in another 
the children. I believe it was some good Spirit J had been accustomed to handle only the richest la- 
tliat put it in my head to call the children all round ' ces, silks, satins, Ac., dispensed the soup to the 

poor with just as much grace as they bad dealt out 
their costly articles to the rich. Such attentions as 
these to suffering humanity do human nature hon­
or. There were relieved on Thursday, 485 per. 
sons.

the above, 
manifesta-

we
,Tr

far off the 
room with

II . - ., --------- -  • - -- --
I art were among them. 
! plates of soup herself.

the stand, for I never before got a family of chil­
dren so stiil and attentive as these. In about fif­
teen minutes, there were plenty of raps, then we 
all listened till the table or stand began to bounce. 
Before it raised, I had them one after another take 
off their hands, and i:i this way I found that there 
were three mediums among thc children. The stand 
was now bouncing in a wonderful manner, and 
they never seeing the like before, were completely 
astounded.

The old man now stepped forward and took the 
command of the stand, and ordered it about the 
house as some men would drive a yoke of oxen, 
and it would do whatever it was commanded to do- 
Some of the neighbors were called in while the 
table was chasing him round the house. He or­
dered it to stand upon one leg, then the other, say­
ing, now shake it, shake it harder, and I don't care 
if you break it, (which was done at the last.) Then 
he would try to hold it, and then order the Spirit 
to shake it. While this was going on, it caused 
great confusion. The children laid their hands on 
thc chairs, and they began to rock in a wonderful 
manner, then the stool. I looked and saw a great 
long kitchen table, very heavy, say eight feet long.

THE CORN EXCHANGE SUBSCRIPTION TO THE POOR.

The subscriptions made by the members of the 
i New York Corn Exchange, amounting to $4,OuO, 
i have been distributed : a fifth,-or $800 to the Brook- 
' lyn association, for the relief of the poor of that 
city. The balance, $3,200 to the New York Asso- 
ciaation for improving the condition of the poor of 
this city.

MOVEMENT AMOng THE inSURANCE COMPANIES.

The National Fire Insurance Company of this 
city, with the consent of the stockholders, have pre­
sented $125 to the “ New York Association for the 
Improvement of the Condition of the Poor.” and 
$50 to the “Brooklyn Association for the Improve­
ment of the Condition of the Poor.” It is under­
stood that this example will be followed by other 
Companies.

tiie ladies’ ball ron the poop..
In accordance with a call, an adjourned meeting 

of the “Committee of managers for the Ladies’ Ball 
for the Relief of the Poor,” was held at the St. Nich­
olas Hotel last evening, Mr Depeyster in the chair. 
Mr. Phalon, from the Committee on Tickets, report-

I

j be perceived how easily he may become inspired 
or magnetized by them ? He may not himself be 
aware of the fact, although it is self-evident as soon 
as his mind is brought to contemplate it, that he is 
moved by everything which comes in contact with 
his senses. He is so constituted, and he cannot 
help it. He cannot control the powers of his soul,

his whole being feels the contact He is unable to 
perceive the process by which this is effected, but 
he is aware of the fact; so of every other nerve or 
sensation of the body, and so of the functions ef 
mind. Nature does not deceive herself. You can-



not bo in the atmosphere of love without being 
impregnated by its influence, and so of every other 
faculty of the human soul. Now we know we are 
magnetized, inspired, psychologized, by the va­
rious influences as are they in their different na­
tures calculated to inspire, and as are we constitut­
ed to partake. When the human soul thus becomes 
magnetized by a great idea received from some un­
known inspiration, then it pours forth its adoration, 
and within itself sanctions that idea. It cannot 
for the life of it prevent it! It will come, and it 
will stay. It may attempt to reason itself out of 
it, but reason is powerless, for the soul Zziotcs. It 
cannot be convinced by argument, it cannot be in­
timidated by threats, it cannot be persuaded by 
love, and if forced to conceal outwardly, by any of 
these views, or some other, still in itself it knows, 
and Gallileo-like, when it gets off its knees after re­
cantation, it will still affirm, “ it moves, though!”

Now this impression mav be received through 
the written revelation of others’ ideas, and take to 
itself a new shape in the form of a new Continent, 
as in the instance of Columbus, yet it is a magnet­
ic, inspired, or psychologized idea. Now, whence 
comes it? that is the question. Comes it from the 
depths of mind unexplored? Comes it from the 
God of the ancients, a being about the size of a 
man seated upon an isolated throne, so far from 
his subjects that a knowledge of their conduct 
could only be obtained by descending from his 
lofty pedesdal and traversing the circuit of his 
kingdom, to visit earth in order to find out the 
doings of his children, at the imminent risk of not 
finding them,—eusconsed as they may be under 
the graperies in the garden, in order to punish or 
reward for their deeds.

Comes tills inspiration directly from this being, 
or from bis various works? Came it anciently from 
an hf u of such a being, and hence the inspiration ? 
Where the /■/'<■' t'jr the inspiration, you may in­
quire. _ls r. tiny, m trfre th,ir inspirations. As 
were the Jews, so their inspirations; as the 
heathen, so their inspirations; as the primitive 
Church, so their inspirations; as the /'/<:<; of a 
f ind, were the people who inspired that idea of a 
Go.l.

PRAYER AND FAITH.
The reader will find an article on the fourth page 

of this paper, under the above heading, which we 
| commend to his attention. It seems to have been 
J sent in some sort as a test of our liberality and tol- 
i erance, so we hope it will be read by all, as its 
plain, srnte is worthy of consideration. We have 
not the room nor the time to express our views on 
this subject at present, but we feel confident that 
friend Winshaw has not yet got at “ the conclusion 
of the whole matter. We promise in our next 
number to make this plain, as we believe in the 
efficacy of prayer—and thanks to Spiritualism, we 
think its philosophy is simple and easy to be un­
derstood.

J. II. Fowler.—The Post Office address of this
Brother, is Utica, N. Y., for the present month.

o c i r iin

Ami Poe.-y. too t-hall h.-ml her aid,
Prr-ii:i'iin_r h> ;-ing-.—

Scattering <<*»  r your b;i<led earth
Sweet Incense fr.un her wing-*,

A - I .MOUSE ’S PKTITIOX.
Almighty God, Eternal. First
By whom the Spirit germ is nurs'd;
Who.-e word has caused the world to bo 
Great, by thy wondron.-*  mystery,— 
Ob I make mir heart' to know Theo well, 
And by thy pnw< r our Spirits swell 
Until they reach thy throne of light, 
Sublimwd from every earthly blight.

Oh I let thy Spirit*  hover round, 
Wbi'p’ring •eraph’s holiest sound, 
A nd ev'ry chord attun'd to love, 
Bright emblem of our home above. 
And then our sou!'from clay’s mark free, 
Shall swell in proudest minstrelsy; 
Di'cernim; Thee in nn-anett thing, 
Who over all doth radiance fling.

Wake Thou 1L<- Spirit, and no tnoro 
Shall we the thiiik'i of seti'0 adore, 
Bitt then ailin’d -li-ll tow'ring rise, 
To Spitit-honu s beyond the skie?, 
Where al! i> b»vr, and prime shall be 
The bright mce.l of Eternity.
Then inaii no more .-hull .‘■brink In fear, 
But know in truth. Thine aid Is no.tr.

For when the Spirit-teachings tell 
How nun, with num, in peace shall dwell, 
Tin ij num nm-t know meh earthly one, 
By Thy redeeming h've wm. won; 
And none so mean, but he .-hall be 
Redeemed by Thy high mini-try. 
Then peace upon the earth •hull reign. 
For num l?y Ther is ch.-a i.-cd from .stain.

The choral .-bout then loud shall ring. 
And holy love attune the string, 
A jubilee on earth, for ye 
Are then pjitbron'd eternally, 
Ami man all glorious knows Thy pow’r 
Empowervth him. ’till the bright hour 
When thou slinlt snatch him from earth’s night, 
Tu dwell wim Thee—enthroned in light. 5. b.

The above was Liven by imprps-mn on the morning of Dc- 
i-mb»r 9. D54. and occupied about ten minutes in composition. 

The mime given by the impressing Spirit was Bishop Heber, 
which name was nf.rrward*  confirmed by tipping. The me 
dium not bg ing acquainted v. ilh the Bh-.hop’s style, is tinable to 
protionr.ce wheth< r the name has teen truthfully given, and 
Imrrfore refrains from appending it. For himself, the medium 

would further sav, lie valm-s communications intrinsically for 
themselves, and does not. think a name increases their value, but 
on the contrary, is often calculated to injure the cause.

W0B.DS BY THE WAYSIDE.
Everj- new era is the unfolding of a higher and 

better life ; the renewal and reinvigoration of mind 
and heart by influxes from the great central fount 
It is a rekindling of the dying flame of devotion as 
by the breath of Heaven, and touching of the fal­
tering lips of the family worshipper witii a live 
coal from celestial altars. It is the rising of an­
other sun upon the path of the benighted traveler 
who has beheld the waning and obscuring of the 
uncertain light of moon and stars. ’Tis the ascen­
sion of humanity from the misty vale of tradition, 
or the deep gorges of superstition to the clear 
mountain heights of living inspiration. There are 
times and seasons, cycles and evolutions not less in 
the moral and Spiritual than in the natural and or­
ganic world. Since God’ is one and from Him all 
things proceed, there must be a correspondence be­
tween the invisible or world of causes, and the 
outward or world of ultimates and effects. The 
natural man can perceive the face of the sky, but 
cannot discern the signs of the times; after the 
darkness of the night he rxpu-ts the cheering beams 
of the morn. He Z/eor, though winter may be­
numb the outer life and destroy the glory of the 
fields, that the gentle breath of spring will revive 
the buried germs, and summer’s genial warmth re­
cloth the earth in fairer hues; but he does not un­
derstand that the same Divine Hand quickens and 
reforms the elements of the human Spirit. The 
unreflecting clown anticipates the changes of re­
volving seasons, but the seer perceives the great j 
moral revolutions in the dim copse of the heavenly I 
horizon, though the devout heart taught from I 
within, fee’s that the Lord reneweth the face of 
the earth, unfolding from age to age the secrets of 
his wisdom and the wonders of his power.

And yet without this 
the mere external life 
certainly not desirable, 
the Chinese and the

inward renewal, life, even 
would scarcely be possible,

[From the Portland Eclectic.]
THU POOIL”

EV A MIE.

u God help the poor.” «ays the earnest heart. 
As the wintry wind sweeps by;

“God help the poor." a thousand lips
Re-echo in reply

“ God help th” poor." for a fearful tldng 
Is cheerless poverty.

God’s gnardtanship is manifest
Bv mud-trio divine :

He give*  to tie- hungry, thirsting Soul, 
The sarred Bread and Wine;

But Hi- h»uo«/ fid- not us once of old. 
Where the famishing toil aud piue.

H»» send.’ His shining angels round,
Th.dr patience to im-reaae ;

T<> till the siitr.-ring. trusting heart,
With melody of peace :

To whi.-p.-r of'mansions prepared afar,
Where want and anguish cease.

Pale Poverty hovers near palaces,
In the r.-d*lire's  ehe.-rful glare; 

The mocking mu-ic of revelry 
hw/-ep“ out on the piercing air;

Ami be .-ijivi ra arid moans ancar the wast®
Of bounties he. may not share!

Aral he ’ays in his heart. “ There is no God— 
No boon bur Death 1 crave!

’Tis wret. imdness, want and pain on earth, 
’Th darkne-s bt-vond the grave;

For the sparrows f.dl. nnd the ravens cry, 
Aud there is no hand to save!"

Alas! for lu*  faitbl.-.-s ’towardsbip,
How may the heart a'O.ie!

By the kindly, g<-m-roii- deeds of man 
God’s loving hand i- shown ;

’Ti- th- light of Hi- smile made visible,
The blaze on the cold hearth-stone!

Av. faith in man works faith in Cod,
’\Vh-re hearts love’s dictates heed;

It i*  written “The poor ye always have,”
Till be w ho runs mav r.-ad : 

And the bhs-«d working of Charity 
is an all-d’.lf.cmijt meed.

TT’znf cv. r shnll^all forth angel-deeds, 
While Iif- kii'Fiime endure :

Though the cr..s-> h borne to win the crown, 
God’s promises arc sure:

Ami blowings eternal on Z/m «ball rest, 
Who bclpcth God hdp the poor !

TIIE FOTK PHILOSOPHERS.
Four great philosophers 

Come every year;
Tench in tin' open air;

Tln-n disappear.
Wintf.ii’s the Stoic. 
So chill and heroic;

He sits in the mountain breeze, biting and pure, 
And when to bring fear and doubt, 
Damp nightly winds are out,

• Wraps an old cloak about—ho can enduro.
Srr.fNO. nr dull hearts to mock. 
Comes in a farming-frock,

With garlands and plough-hare a lesson doth give ; 
lie sings through I he field awhile, 
Turns up tho soaking s->il.

All haste nnd laughing toil—briskly can live.
Summer, with mantle free— 
Epicurean he—

Lolls in the cool .-hade like a tired boy;
While blazing suns unkind, 
Leave the stout inower blind.

Where laints the mountain wind—ho can enjoy.
Autumn, when nil are done, 
He’s a good Christian one ;

Fills well the granaries, where seeds may lie, 
New coming years to blets;
Then, in his russet dress,

All hope and quietness—sweetly can die.

gal excluded the light of the latter, and darkness 
like a pall has settled over those nations.

Let the Spiritualists remember that light unless 
received and embodied in word and act, like the 
rays of the sun filling upon decaying and lifeless 
substances, only hastens the process of desolation 
and death ; but assimilated and inwrought in mind 
and heart, it quickens the latent germs of all fair 
and noble flowers and fruits. And let those who 
criticise with merciless severity the poor efforts of 
many, an awakened Spirit blendly groping for the 
light, feeling that the door of hope and progress 
remember that an unseen hand may guide these 
struggles and pitying Heaven will at last drown the 
aspirations of his own children with success. And 
let us all embrace these hopeful words of one of 
our once poets unfolding “ The New Creation.”

I.
“ Life quickens and renews the human mind, 

Man is content no more to lie supine, 
Waiting invain some outward moving sign, 

To God’s interior Spirit cold and blind- 
He rises from his sepulchre and stands 
Erect, and tears away, with bleeding hands; 
The folds and bandages of human error 
That swatted his Spirit In the night of terror. 
He pants impatient for that crowning fate 
Whose Spirit touch shall make him wise and great, 
And shouts in earnest utterance wide and far, 
And burns with mental fire the ponderous bar 
Wielded by falsehood minds in thrall to lold,— 
His heart grows eager for the age of gold.

II.
And who shall blame him, blind and dead so long, 

When Lazarus-like, from darkness he comes forth, 
If be reel blindly o'er the rugged earth,

Or fail to hear tho blessed angel song?
Nay, scorn him not. He momently grows wiae, 
And fixes on the East his ardent eyes, 
Searching beyond the sky's terrestrial span 
To find that Being who bath made him man. 
That though all vacantly lie lifts Lis palms. 
Empty of offerings? Through the open door 
Of love God's mercies fall for evermore. 
Though like a ship embodyed in tropic calms, 
He knoweth not the path wherein to go, 

The mighty trade-wind of eternal truth, 
From the drcar ocean of his mortal wo, 

Shall waft him to the isles of endless youth.
III.

I cannot lose my hope that all mankind 
Shall yet serenely journey side by side 

To the immortal countries of the mind.
Where dwell the sainted Spirits who have died 

For human truth and liberty and peace 
And gained thereby through pain a swift release. 
Eternal justice rules the universe 

Eternal truth fills Heaven’s blame dome with light, 
Eternal pity with delivering might, 

Shall put a period to the ancient curse. 
Though man is pitiless, thou, Lord, art kind. 
And secst clearly, though our eyes are blind."

sands of motherless boys grow to be hardened vil- 
lians, for the want of that gentle influence that can 
sway the most stubborn soul. In early life they 
are subject to the authority of those who make no 
allowance for their faults, and they soon regard the 

"whole race as natural enemies. But man, in the 
worst condition that society can place him in, is far 
better off than that poor creature, the old maid.— 
She has loved somebody, at some period of her 
life, but “ she never told her love,” and why ? 
Custom says it is not proper; and so she pines 
away in solitude, and is ridiculed for what she can 
not help. Love is a mighty principle, but not 
very well understood. Love never fails; fear often 
does.

WHAT IS LOVE?
BY S. 31. PETERS.

am alone to-day, it is Christmas, and my

take into consideration the progress which has beon made, we 
are really only in the alphabet There are new, mighty, and Im- 
portanttrnths which are yet to be revealed to the world, and I 
believe that the time will come when It shall purify the hearts of 
men, and awaken their Intellectual powers,—that the veil which 
separates us from the grave shall he rolled awav, and we shall be 
able to take our departed friends literally by the hand, having 
ocular demonstration of their presence, as we now have with 
our friends in the body. We are now upon the Introduction. 
The prophecies have been made long before we had any de­
monstrations of Spiritualism in its present form, and we are on 
the hich road to these developments which shall more imme­
diately connect us with our departed loved ones.

Mr. Toohey remarked that the truths which have been pro­
mulgated have come into life as living forces, because men and 
womm were willing to bear tlieirtestimoiiv. To-dav Spiritual­
ism is a child, and yet the subject is condemned, ruled out of 
court by many competent judges, through witnesses of their 
own choosing. What is particularly painful i«, that Spiritualists 
are not willing to stand up and bear their testimony. If the 
Spiritualists to-day were willing to do as John Murray did, me­
thinks that society would find its ribs expand so much that it 
could not keep a cold heart within it. Parties come here and 
give fact*,  and I ask why t.iey do not write them out No, they 
dr n't want their names before the pnhlic. How are wetogive 
what an exacting public opinion demands in this case? A man 
comes in and says, “Who believes this ? whois there in New 
York city who will bear their testimony?” now are we to give 
the necessary testimony to society upon this subject? If yon 
believe that this child is one of God's fhmilv, destined to make 
harmony on earth and in eternity, then give your testimony 
your name, yonr good sense, your affirmation of what you see 
and then we shall not have the stereotyped slander of humbug 
and deception continually ringing in nnr ears. The old infide1 
sentiment is still in vogue. They ever said the wcin?n sustained 
the Church, and they were the weaker vessels. If it is their 
proper nature to be religious, affections!, kind, warm-hearted, 
generous, then for heaven’s sake do not let ns slander and cor­
rupt these virtues because we wi«h to condemn something else. 
When we take this course, therefore, and the man asks us. 
where are your witnesses ? we can answer, behold here a gal­
axy of Dimes. Different men are to be seen and heard as wit­
nesses, and women also. If we do this, our opposers cannot 
slip ronnd a corner and say this is not Spiritualism. We shall 
he ashamed to think in the future that we skulked behind the 
Nicodemuses of the past age. God forbid that we should take 
this kind of indirect way of getting into Heaven. You, my 
brethren, are Protestants; yon may protest against me as I 
speak, and God's blessing on yon for it, if you will bring some­
thing into the field that is better. Your protest i« good, but let 
us be willing to bear our testimony first, and then we shall know 
one another as we should wish.

A gentleman spoke of the difficulty of producing any philoso-: 
nhy at this time which would explain the Spiritual phenomena. 
Tn fact it was impossible to give the why and wherefore of any 
natural operation. Deferred to the difficulty of making an ig­
norant man comprehend the operations of the mariner’s com­
pass ; he would suppose it was some trick; and if. by chance he 
had a piece of metal in his pocket which would attract the nee­
dle, he would disconcert the operator unless the phenomena of 
animal magnetism were understood. The speaker drew a parall­
el between this fact and The practical operations of a Spiritual 
circle. No one knowing the laws which governed the manifes­
tations, an unbeliever might unwittingly blunder upon some 
condition or circtimstar’ce which would prevent or derange 
them; and not seeing all that was claimed bv sense, would pro­
nounce the whole thing a humbug. The gentleman had witness­
ed manifestations of an extraordinary character in many places 
throughout the country, nnd stated a fact where n Spiritual me­
dium was influenced, by way of a test, to place his hand upon a 
red hot grate, and hold it there for at. least one minute. Also 
another case where a medium placed her hand directly over the 
flame of a lamp and in close proximity to it. without snfferins 
any effects therefrom, or even showing any external evidences 
of the action of the fire upon the hand. If these were not pret­
ty good proofs of super-terrestrial power, he would like to hear 
something that was.

Mr. Eandolpli gave an account of a vision he had at one time, 
which resulted in convincing him of the truth of Spiritual inter­
course. "We may at some time give it in full.

Now received and for sale at the Office of The CuBiBTUjr 
Spiritualist, the following Works:—

SPIRIT-INTERCOURSE : Containing incidents of Personal 
Experience, while investigating the new Phenomena of Spirit 
Thought and Action; with various Spirit communications 
through himself as medium. Bv Herman Snow, lute Unitarian 
Minister at Montague, Mass. Boston : Crosbv, Nichols & Co. 
New York: C. S. Francis <fc Co 7553 
EPITOME OF SPIRIT INTERCOURSE. By Alfred Cridge, 

of Canada. Writing Medium. Boston: Bela Marsh, No. 15 
Franklin street. Price 371-2 cents.
SPIRIT VOICES: Odes dictated by Spirits of the Second 

Sphere, for the use of Harmonial Circles. E. C. Henck, me 
dium. Price 43 certs.

REVIEW OF THE CONCLUSION OF BEV. CHARLES 
BEECBER, Referring the Manifestations of the Present Time- 
to the Agency of Evil Spirits. By John S. Adams. Price 6 
cents.

ANSWERS TO SEVENTEEN OBJECTIONS against Spir­
itual Intercourse, and Inquiries Relating to the Manifestations ot 
the Present Time. By John S. Adams. Price 25 cents; cloth, 
35 cents.

Since writing the above work the author has changed his 
views in regard to the Bible as the only revelation from God to 
rnan. In all other particulars his views are as therein laid down. 
The work h:is been well received by all classes, and the argu­
ments advanced have been considered worthy of the careful 
consideration of all men of thought All sectarianism is avoid­
ed ; no doctrinal opinions are introduced; out the “answers’* 
rest on the fundamental truths of scriptural revelation and nn- 
disnured facts.

FREE THOUGHTS CONCERNING RELIGION, or Na­
ture versus Theology. By Andrew Jackson Davis. The name 
of the author is a sufficient inducement to al*  interested in Spir­
itualism and its teachings to purchase and read the work. Price 
15 cts.

A RIVULET FROM THE OCEAN OF LIFE, an Authentic 
and Interesting Narrative of the Advancement of a Spirit from 
Darkness to Light. Proving by an actual instance, the influ­
ence of man on earth over the departed. With introductory 
and incidental remarks. By J. S. Adams of Chelsea, Mass. 
Price 25 cts.

FAMILIAR SPIRITS AND SPIRITUAL MANIFESTA­
TIONS’. Being a series of articles by “E. P.” supposed to be 
Enoch Tend. Professor in the Bangor Theological Seminary. 
Together with a Replv hr Veripbilos Credens. Price 15 cts.

THE PHILOSOPHY’ OF CREATION. Unfolding the 
Laws of the Progressive Development of Nature, and embra­
cing the Philosophy of Man, Spirit and the Spirit-World, by 
Thus. Paine. Through the han4 of Horace G. Wood, medium.

THE RELIGION OF MANIIOOD, or the Age of Thought. 
An excellent work. By Dr. J. H. Robinson. Price in paper, 50 
cents’ in cloth. 75 cents.

AN EXPOSITION of Views respecting the principal 
causes and peculiarities involved in Spirit-Manifestations. To­
gether with interesting phenomena, statements, and communi­
cations. Bv Adin Ballou. Price 50 cents: in cloth. 75 cents.

NEW TESTAMENT MIRACLES AND MODERN MIR­
ACLES. The comparative amount of evidence fur each, the 
nature of both. Testimony of a Hundred witnesses. An Essay 
rend before the Middle and Senior Classes in Cambridge Divin- 
ity School. By J. n. Fowler. Price «30.

SPIRIT-WORKS; Real but not Miraculous. A lecture read 
at the City Ilall. Roxbury, Mass., on the evening of September 
21,1S53. By Allen Putnam. Price 25 cents.

A LETTER tu the Chestnut street Congregational Church, 
Chelsea, Mass., in reply to its charge of having become a re­
proach to the cause of truth, in consequence of a change in re­
ligiousbelief. By John S. Adams. “ He answered and said . .
. . One thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see. . .
. . And they cast him out.” Let all Spiritualists who have be­

come released from the bonds of the churches read this little 
book. Price 15 cents.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF SPECIAL PROVIDENCES. A 
Vision. By A. J. Davis. Price 15 cents.

THE SPIRIT MINSTREL. A collection of Hymns and 
Music for the use of Spiritualists, in their churches and public 
meetings. By J. B. Packard aud J. S. Loveland. Price 25 
cents.

A TREATISE ON HOMECEHATHIC PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE. Comprised in a Repertory for Prescribing. 
Adapted to Domestic or Professional use. Third edition, im­
proved and enlarged. By Hunting Sherrill, M. D., Member of 
the Hahnemann Academy of Medicine, etc., etc. Author of a 
Treatise on Epidemics, and an Essay on the Cholera of 1S32. 
Price in cloth, handsomely bound, $1.

In addition to the above, inuy be found, at the Society's Rooms 
the following publications by Messrs. Fowlers and Wells. In 
order to accommodate those residing at a distance, we give the 
pries of each work with the postage added. Tho postage will 
be pre-paid at the New-York Post-Office. By pre-paying post­
age in advance, fifty per cent, is saved to tho purchaser. All 
letters containing orders should be post-paid.

RELIGION, NATURAL AND REVEALED; nr, the Na­
tural Tbeologv and Moral Beanncs of Phrenology; 25 cts.

PARENTS' GUIDE, and Child-birth Made Easy. By Mrs. 
II. Pendleton: 60 cts.

COMBE'S PHYSIOLOGY, Applied toXhe Improvement of 
Mental and Physical Education: 62 cts.

PHYSIOLOGY OF DIGESTION. The Principles of Diet­
etics. Bv A. Combe. M. I).: 30 cts.

PHILOSOPHY OF ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, in 
Twelve Lectures. By Dr. J. B. Dods; 62 cts.

Any or all of the above works may be sent by mail to pur­
chasers, on receipt of the price as above marked. Orders from 
our friends at a distance will be attended to promptly as soon aa 
received.

Books not on our list will be procured and forwarded at the 
regular retail price. 8

HELL OH EABTH. *
Mr. Editor : hen I read the startling effects 

produced by the wars of the old countries, I ask­
in the name of God, where, where has thought 
fled—has philanthropy skulked to ? Reason seems 
dethroned, and the vilest of the vile couched in 
her chair. Is it not time, Mr. Editor, to speak, and 
if possible to evade the Spirit that would lead to a 
similar commotion in our own country ? Or shall 
we slumber on, forgetful of our own country’s in­
terest, until some legislative crusade shall hurl into 
the government of this nation war and its main 
evils?

Has not the time arrived, when Hell on Earth 
may be dispensed with ? Is it not time for men to 
learn that long prayers and sundry services will 
never dispense with the Spirit of war until an ac­
companying action takes place, one that shall tell 
on every wind that blows, and in every breath 
that’s breathed, that Heaven is harmony? Then, 
sir, we may expect peace and not until then; then 
shall war cease and an earthly hades end.

Who docs not see hades in the most glaring 
colors stalking out before us ? Why is it that the 
damnable heresies of a clerical world will, Jewish 
like, he preaching up future punishment, and at 
the same time admit the devil with all his emissa­
ries right into their sanctum sanctorum ?

How long shall it be before that error of all er­
rors the most deplorable, shall be suitably exposed, 
so that brethren in the ministry shall begin to rea­
son like men, and fight against vice and not party ? 
How long shall it be before we can look to the poor 
of all classes as ready as those of our own sect ?— 
IIow long shall it be before we shall learn t"> put 
out the fire already kindled, instead of laboring to 
put out a fire in the future ? How long shall it be 
before we shall learn that we have a hell on earth ? 
How many will need to go to Sebastopol to learn 
there is punishment on earth, where thousands of 
slaughtered victims have been drawn into the most 
deplorable of hells ? Is Heaven to be purchased 
with blood, or is hell to be established on earth ?

Mr. Editor, I enter my protest against these 
things. I insist upon it, as earthly beings we have 
to do with earth, and that we are laboring and 
working for a Spiritual future. Future punishment 
we have nothing to do with, while the present hell 
is all we need to guard against, then let us look 
well to the evil of to-day, and remember that if al- 
veays right, we can never go or Ao wrong.

As the Lord never breeds wars, we bring these 
hells upon ourselves. Let us dispense, therefore, 
with those obstructions as being the worst that we 
shall ever have to do with, for let us remember that 
every inch of ground gained io us here, is gained 
forever, and every inch lost is forever lost. Hence, 
every practical influence of gain we acquire will be 
so much in the help of eternal progression. But 
every inch lost will be so much to retard that pro­
gression. Then, as Christian philanthropists, let us 
be determined to have nothing short of heaven on 
earth, nothing short of a dispensation that shall era­
dicate every evil, nothing short of the salvation 
of the whole world, nothing short of the redemp 
tion of the entire race. And then, and not till then, 
“will the Lord know all from the least to the great­
est.”

But, Mr. Editor, when shall this time be? T> her. 
shall reform and be laboring for each other s 

good with as much zeal as they are now laboring 
! for each other’s overthrow? When? When it shal 
‘ be learned that discord makes vice, and vice strife. 
1 and strife produces hatred, out of which malice 
; fattens on envy, and through weakness of the flesh 
I the most hellish purposes are consummated.
I Now, sir, I am about to close, and I fear my 
: communications latterly have been too frequent for 
the taste of some of your patrons. But feeling as 
I do deeply upon this subject, I would give tens of 
thousands of lives had I the power to die so many 
deaths, to convince this Republic that they have 
heaven on earth if they did but know it.

I believe an all-kind and wise Father will work 
out the economy of His own government, notwith­
standing we are left to ourselves somewhat.

Yours for truth, L. Busn.
Auium, L>cc. 2.7th, 185L.

fa­I
mily are absent. But I am not alone after all, a 
mouse is playing on the carpet; he knows me, and

In the semi-civilization of i '3 not afraid. Spirits rap on the wall occasionally, 
c-ffeminate races of Asia, j I w!sh the7 would rap on the hearts of some 

where existence has become fixed and sterreotyped mJ' aristocratic relations, 
in certain arbitrary- and mechanical forms, bound line from my kindred.

I seem to be on a 
They are church mem­

bers some of them, and some are infidels, and all 
. So it makes no differ- 

But I always loved some- 
ig, and something always loved me. I was once 

' ’ ‘ ig dog I ever saw.—
Whenever I took a stroll around the town, he went 
along, and got himself flogged by every dog, and 
run over by every carriage on the route, seemingly 
for my particular edification. Where he came 
from, or what brought him into my company, or 
where he went to afterwards, is more than I can 
tell. There might have been an affinity in our na­
tures, that his superior sagacity took cognizance of, 
or perhaps there was an exterior resemblance upon 

Not be­
ing aware of my own personal attractions, it may 
be proper to describe the dog, that others mat­
note the resemblance, if any, between us. I wilj 
begin with his head, which was a trifle larger than 

sequently entitled to the first no- 
It stood awry, one eve looking up in the air, 

The body sloped 
gradual descent to its connection with 

propaganda; dead or dying prelacy i the lateral appendage. The right hind leg was 
; and the sects less than half the size of its partner, and his tail 
roused by the ! occupied a position at an angle of forty-five de- 

;till be held for a while grees to the right of the horizontal of the spinal 
rein of eclesiast’cal discipline and column.

But these are all for it kept the craft on an even keel.
expedients, the last efforts of dy- an adaptation of the mane to the end, for the

in the iron clamp of custom and ritual, bemust in-
fluxa of neic life found no channels through which seem to have forgotten me. 
they could oiijloir, what have we but a life in death j ence what they arc. R 
more hateful than utter ruin. We know when j thin;
though extreme age the vital powers no longer per-1 adored by the strangest lookin:
meate the system that sluggishness, apathy and 
imbecility must follow f so also comes the decrepi­
tude of natioi S unless renewed and rejuvenated by 
Him who first breathed into man’s nostrils the 
breath of life. Therefore, it seems to us that the 
only deliverance of the civilization and govern­
ments of Europe from the fite of the effete and 
imbecile nations of Asin is through this same bloody 
revolution which is breaking down the barriers to ; 
progress and reform, nor can the churches of: which he based a claim of relationship, 
christendom escape from their formalism or ritual- j 
ism, passing through the forms of prelacy and pa-. 
pacy to culminate in trie “ rotary calabash pray- j 
ing” of tlie women of the Ganges, except through
Spiritualism, or the opening of the interiors to the i his body, and conseg 
reception of new life flowing down the heavens.— j tice. I ....
Papacj- may by dark interior influences be psycho- j and the other on the ground, 
logized into Jesuitism, and kindle witii the tierce : off with a 
zeal of the 
may be g.alvenized into Puseyism 
of Protestantism no longer to be 
arts of “revivalists,” may st... ----
by the taugh 
the close harness of custom.
only temperar
ing night to retain empire. We might as well ex-

A HOME FOB SPIRITUALISTS.
Those of the Spiritual friends wishing to board 

in a family where they can enjoy their faith, with­
out fear or offence to any, can be accommodated 
at No. 137 Spring street. Mr. and Mrs. Levy are 
well and favorably known among the Spiritualists 
in this citv.
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prelacy ■ the lateral appendage.

There was method in this arrangement, 
There was

No. -ibl LrouiDv strut':. N. Y.
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h:i- been e>tab: 1 1 n •:i2ii:g one lmnr.reu

!n*r  Wfl K. !i ”<>< Ki c. nirvovant may n-aiize . 1 c 1tviic-1. :m<: ; 1 r r ran Co con>T:nniv.
The ol icct of thi-♦ nulir-e H To K.-up me 1 i.’iice' open. The

owner iia> ne.-n ern .ed :<> anoili.-r hu!<l of 1 1 r f t r
proof 01 rnr- win fie given callif-g on or a<hlrp«sir;g between
■he hours of 1? and 12 A.M. W. H. HOYT. Agent.

WONDERFUL DISCOVERY.
THE HERVE-SOOTHIHG VITAL ELUID^

A new Medicine purely Vegetable,
PREPAEED ENTIRELY BY BPIRIT-DIEECTION. THROUGH

MRS. E. J- FRENCH, MEDIUM, PITTSBURGH, PA.
These Fluids are divided into classes adapted to the diseases 

specified under each number, and are separately or in com­
bination a safe and certain cure for all the diseases named under 
their respective beads, and many of which have for ages, baffled 
the skill of the learned, among which are St. Vitus' Dance, Tic 
Doloreux. Neuralgia, Rheumatism in all its varied forms, Lock­
ed Jaw. Epilepsy or Falling Sickness, Palsy. Nervous and Sick 
Headache, Dyspepsia, Diseases of- the Kidneys and Liver, 
Dhirrhtua, Irregularities of the Female System. ’Tetter, and all 
Cutaneous Diseases, Chills and Fever, Cramp, Cholic. Cholera 
Morbus, Cboleru. Quinsy, Indtiouza, aud all Acute I’uins and 
Nervous Discx-es. These Fluids have not failed tu give relief 
in any of the above cases where they have been fairly tested 
and we have now a number of living witnesses to whom we 
can refer.

Also the Lung and Cough Syrup, a safe and invaluable reme­
dy for Croup, Coughs. Colds. Sure'Throats, Bronchial Affections 
—a Mire cure fur Bleeding of the Lungs and Consumption in 
its first stages.

Feeling it my duty to make known to the afflicted these in- 
valuable remedies, not only in obedience to the positive r< 
mauds of my Irpirii-guides, but from a thorough conviction 
that the.v are jiH that is claimed for them, and from a desire to 
relieve the sufferings of afflicted humanity. I propose to place 
them in the hand.- of all ai the most reasonable rates, and shalL 
a.- fflr a*  I han-ihe ability to do, cheerfully supply it without 
eb.*r^>,-.  t«. u.l »»bo mav not have the means to pnv for it. For 
umber particulars, address T. Culbertson, Agent, Pittsburgh. 
Fa.

General Agents: Partridge & Brittan, .300 Broadwuv. New 
Yorn.; ]• rd.Then A Co.. 9 and 13 Court street. Boston :’W. M, 
Lar.ing. g.b B:dmnorr-.-L, Baltimore; Henry Stagg, 43 Main-st, 
ci. Louis. Also j?old by l>r. Gardner, Boston: Di. Henck, 1G0 
Arcb-su. Philadelphia: Dr. Greves, Milwaukie, Wis.; 11. O. B*.  
k<-r. Iond <;u Lac, Wis.; F. Bly, Cincinnati, and others. Price 
£1 per bottle, or o bottles for $5.

.urs. r iuAlii will continue to make Clairvoyant Examina­
tions. Examination and prescription, when the parties are pres­
ent. $5; if' absent, $10. 09

PSYCHOMETERICAL DELINEATIONS OF CHA­RACTER.
To read the character of persons by bolding the handwriting 

to the forehead, is a gift which may be employed in numerous 
instances furih’e promotion of good, and to prevent fraud and 
imposition upon the unwary.

Cases are of constant occurrence, in the business of life, where 
a previous knowledge of character would not onlv save much 
trouble, vexation and pecuniary joss, but would often, prevent 
the most ruinous consequences.

In order to obtain a delineation of character of anv one, •noth 
ing more is required than to possess a specimen of their hand­
writing, (it may be a letter, note or any other document) This 
must be enclosed in a blank envelop, taking care that there be 
no other writing, either upon the envelop or the enclose, let i. 
be carefully sealed up, put into an outer envelop, and directed 
to Dr. CHASE, corner of Greene and Seventeenth-street. 
Philadelphia; which may be delivered personallv, or sent thro*  
Blood’s Despatch; in the latter case, a fee of $2'is expected to 
be enclosed. Persons residing in the country, at any distance 
should write by maii, post-paid, conforming to the directions as 
above given.

Examinations fur Disease will also be made, with diagnosis 
and prescription. A lock of hair or handwriting should be en­
closed in an envelop when the patient cannot attend person­
ally. 11—tf

CONSUMPTION.
By Spiritual influx tha real cause and cure of this disease is 

fully made known. Those who are afflicted can obtain full’par­
ticulars by calling upon, cr addressing

B. F. HATCH, M. D..
3v-tf 712 Broadway, N. Y.

weight of the afterpiece in its angular position pre- j 
. Like all 

other apparently useless things in the world, this 
" ’ ’ ’ ;g professed to take an active part in
the locomotion of the institution of which it was a 
member. When under way, this short leg kept 
kicking right and left and in every other direction, 
as if that had something to do with the operation 
of navigation. Fastidious people may be disposed 
to question the symmetry of form and harmony of 
action. To me, the first was the prose of elegance, 
and the second was the poetry of motion.

Fastidious people may discover a tone of levity 
in this article. It is a reminiscence, my friends, of 
by-gone days, and a connecting-link in the chain 
of memory. That dog wanted somebody to love

pcct the painted imitations of iron or granite to served tho equilibrium of the whole.
withstand the raveging effects of fire or the cor­
roding finger of Zion, as that these semblances of diminutive le; 
life should continue in this age of severest trial, 
when the heavens are bowed and the earth moved, 
and the fountains of the great deep broken up, 
that what which cannot be shaken may remain and 
be established forever.

Wc read, except a grain of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit; the profound interior 
truth of which is not apparent to the external 
mind. But the first lesson of all true Spiritualism 
teaches that it is only by a cessation of the life of 
the external selfhood, that a higher can flow down 
from the spheres of angel 
the deepest significance and broadest application. I 
No one can receive the full benefits of the new un­
folding life who retains in any form his old preju- 
judices and prepossessions. The temple of Spirit- j 
ualistn rising lair and resplendent from the wrecks 
and ruins of all preceding ages, but to contain 
when complete the perfection and beauty, the pre­
cious things and goodly adorments of all, must be 
entered only as it were through a baptism as of 
water and lire, purging and consuming all dross 
and defilement from its votaries. The infidel must 
lay aside liis prejudice against Christian truth, the 
sectary the intolerance of his narrow creed, the re­
former all asperity and uncharitableness, the con­
servative his timidity and distrust, the learned his 
blind reliance upon external authority, and the 
ignorant to revere the wisdom of the past, and thus 
each supply what is wanting, and exclude what is 
superfluous in himself.

But above all, and in all ways, we must die to 
self. Thus, and thus only, is the better life pos­
sible for us. Spiritualists moreover, do not stand 
precisely upon the same ground as those who have 
not been opened to the internal world. They are 
passing through on earth a change and discipline 
similar to that experienced by the disembodied in 
the first stages of interior life ; a period of vasta- 
tion, a separation as by chemical analysis of the 
elements of good and terial in each, a judgment re­
plete with vast and untold consequences. “ Now 
is the judgment of this world; now shall the 
prince of this world bo cast out.” Every new 
truth is a trial and test to those to whom it ap­
peals; every damning light reproves and condemns 
whatever opposed its appearing, blesses and beau­
tifies the forms waiting to receive it. Vic might 
illustrate this by reference to any great movement 
recorded in history, as the introduction of Chris­
tianity itself, or the spread of the doctrines of the 
reformation. The Jews with uncompromising hos­
tility rejected the former and passed away before 
its effulgent brightness; Spain, Italy, and Portu-

This is a maxim of : him, and to attract my attention, he threw himself 
under carriage wheels, or into any predicament 
where there was a reasonable chance of getting his 
neck broke. During our intimacy I never saw him 
intoxicated nor with a cigar in his mouth. That 
is more than I can say for all who have been my 
companions on the journey of life.

But what is love ; who can define it ? Who has 
lived even the shortest term of earth-life, and not 
felt its undefinable emotions? How soon the in-j 
fant begins to watch the glance of its mother’s i 
eyes, and how well it can read the meaning of that j need more practicality, we need to live more in the sunlinht of 
look. Alas! how little do they know the heart of j ebaiiubie reform. If tbe mmic of lmmanity is in onr soulf

, . .. ... ■ should not scrnnlp tn Ipt it. hp hpnrd. Thn Tn<m whomany a man, who stigmatize him as a “ heartless |
old bachelor.”
lines:

He met her when the joyous bird. 
Had not a sweeter voice than hers;

He felt his inmost being stirred,
By thoughts that true love only stir*;

He loved her with a love that clings 
Around her now, as first it clung ;

Although she spread her Spirit-wings,
A.nd flow from earth when both were young.

The history of another would read :
He never dared to make a claim,

But stood and worshipped her apart;
He never dared to write her name,

But something wrote it on his heart
Long years bare rolled away since then, 

Each with its freight of hidden care; 
And he could never love again, 

Because her name was written there.

Abstract of the Proceedings at the Conference at No. 553 
Broadway, Friday Evening, Jan. 5th.

Mr. Toohey introduced the subject of the New Year: I did 
not go out until late in the day, and found the day very much as

I I would have it Every body seemed to have on their souls' 
j best, fur out of the eyes of all the souls seemed to be speaking 
I happy New Years. Down one street I saw one man, dressed in 
I a peculiar manner, who occupied some little of my attention, as 
1 he evinced every demonstration of a perfect appreciation of lib- 
! erty from the old year. New Year's, by common assent is ac- 
i knowlec^sl as a day in which the sonl shall find liberty for its 
i unfolding*,  no matter how eccentric, it is considered to be New 
Year's. "What is New Year's ? It is a stand-point in time, old 
years have passed away; which we cannot recall. We may say, 

i “good bye, old neighbor;'' and to the young and smiling New 
; Year, “ wc welcome you with the pleasure of a merry heart.'*  
i We throw up our bonnets and hands, and invite benedictions.on 
’ the corning year. Wc live in a state of mechanicalism; and

«, we 
should not scruple to let it be heard. The man who weep? be- 

. cause bis child is dead, acknowledges himself a man in his tears. 
II1S history C3.n be written in eight j Small things are baptized by the divinity of the occasion. Let 

us therefore be receptive, and if we arc thoughtful and atten­
tive, wo will never be forgetful; but always kept in tho har­
mony of fellowship—be it old or New Year.

Dr. Hatch followed :—These little meetings may appear to be 
very Jueak and insignificant; but when we realize the great law 
by which mankind is moved, the psychological influence which 
seems to pass through the entire being of the great human race, 
upon the same principle that the pebble which is dropped inte 
the ocean sends forth wave after wave, until it moves the entire 
body.—we shall understand that all new thought, although con­
centrated into one individual, operates upon all mankind event­
ually. It is utterly ioapossible forauynew thought to be born 
into the world, for any individual to give utterance to that i 
thought, without its affecting the most remote intelligence.— ! 
Every new principle of philosophy which has been uttered by ! 
those who have gone before us has stamped its influence upon all 
who have lived since. Take a fact with which you arc all fami­
liar. When John Murray preached his first sermon on Univer- • 
aalismintbis country, and the stones were cast at him, he sim­
ply remarked, 0 These are very weighty arguments, but not 
very convincing." But a small class of the American people 
have become Universalists, but there is scarcely one sect whose 
theology is not modified and remodified by the tenets of Uni­
versalism, until now, instead of the doctrine of hell fire, it is 
banishment from good society. True, in his early notions be 
may be called an extremist, he was logical to an extreme de­
gree ; but those sentiments have brought mankind to reflection. 
If there is any reliance in Spiritual communication, the true 
centre is nearly half way between the two doctrines. And it is ■ 
from this simple fact that our gatherings affect remotest society. - 
Long before one-tenth part of community believe that we are. 
promulgating a new theology to tho world, it will bo embedded | 
into the hearts of the most skeptical, the most anti-Spiritual.— : 
These are not small things; there is mighty influence, bearing j 
the Impress of God, sustained by an almighty hand, and it will 
go forth until It psychologizes the whole world. We must be 
aware that in our Spiritual development, especially when we

Another more fortunate man, would ring his his­
tory thus:

World of beauty, memory lingers, 
In the flame of poet-fire;

Kindled first when taper fingers, 
Touched the strings of young love's lyre.

Long ago, but sorrow never 
O'er my heart a shadow flung, 

Beauty beams as bright as ever, 
Love and Hope are always young.

Could we look into the hearts of the wayfarers 
on the highway of life, we should find that love 
has a hand in fashioning the destinies of all. Thou-

!

CARD.

T. DEXTEbtj 
NO. S9 EAST THIETY-FIBST STEEB 

Between Lexington and Third Avenues, 
NEW-YOEK. 5

LAROY SUXDEItLAXl), OCULIST,
BOSTON, MASS.

Remedies for Opthalmic Affections. Dim, Weak and Defec­
tive Vision. Perfectly bafc and reliable in all diseases of the 
eye and its appendages, of whatever kind, and from whatsoever 
cause. They have restored multitudes (<<>tne from total blin G- 
ness,) cured persons born blind: cured blindness of fifty years, 
and one patient was 10$ years old ! Can be sent by mail.

Pamphlets of Information post free, for one dime. Ad­
dress, The Nutritive Cure. Euston, Mass., prepaid. 27-Gm

SPIRITUALISTS' HOME.

AX 1/ A E dE E i'/ A2 V W
BY DE. H. F. GAEDNEE,

Corner of Ilarrison Avenue and Ecacli-st..
BOSTON.

H. F. GARDNER, 54

Ldi A/LJ F AL Z A Uli Zli
MRS. ANN LEAII BROWN, of the Fox family, will re­

ceive private parties between the hours of 10 A. M. and -3 P. M., 
on Tuesdays, Wednodays. Thursdays and Fridays, and jmblic 
parties on the evenings of the- days mentioned, fur the investiga­
tion of Spiritual manifestations.

Residence No. 64 East Fifteenth-street, between Third and 
Fourth-avenues. 1"

DR. BERGEVIN, graduate of the Medical School of Paris 
member of the Philosophical Institute of France, and assistant 
operator of M. Cahagnet ami the Baron du Potet, has an office 
at No. 100 Trince-street, where he will receive patients and 
visitors. 11

DR. RICARDO
Is ready to give lessons in modern Languages at the Il&rlem 
Academy, 120th-street, near 3d Avenue. Young gentlemen and 
ladies from the neighboring country, disposed to learn during 
the day, or in the evening classes, may come and trust with full 
confidence in Dr. Ricardo as a practical teacher. Terms by 
agreement: but very moderate. Please to address, Mr.Steele, 
Director of the Harlem Academy. 5

THE GREAT PIANO & MUSIC ESTABLISHMENT OF 
HORACE WATERS,

No. 3-33 BROADWAY, NEW-YORK.
The largest assortment of Pianos, Melodeons, Musical Instru­

ments of all kinds, and Music to be found on the American 
Continent. T. Gilbert Co.'s Premium Pianos, with or 
without the gEolian, with iron frames, (adapting them to any 
climate.) and circular scales. Horace Waters' model, or 
modern improved Pianos, having greater power, brillian­
cy. and richness of tone, elasticity of touch, elegance, and 
durability of make, than *ny  other Pianos made in the 
United States. Ballet Ac Cumston's Pianos, (of the old firm 
of Hullet Co.) Pianos of several other celebrated Boston and 
New York makers. Second-hand Pianos at great bargains. 
Price. $20, $30. $50, $75, $100. $12o, $130, etc., to $175. Beauti­
ful Pianos, which have been rented but a short time, will be sold 
very low. Each instrument guaranteed, and prices lower than 
can be had elsewhere.

Melodeons.—S. D. it n. W. Smith’s celebrated Melodeons, 
tuned in the equal temperament, and having greater sweetness 
of tone and elasticity of touch than any other make. Melodeons 
of all other styles. ’Schools, Associations, Churches, aud Clergy­
men. supplied with Pianos or Melodeons ut a discount. Dealers 
supplied upon the very best wholesale terms.

Music.—-The choice productions of the first European and 
American artists publL-hed daily. A large assortment of all 
music published in the United States constantly on hand. In­
struction Books of all kinds, Glee Books, etc., etc. Music sent 
by mail, post-paid. General and select catalogues and schedules 
of prices forwarded to any address, free of charge. 2S

NEW METHOD OF HUMAN CULTURE, 
PHYSICAL, MENNAL, SPIRITUAL ’

HAVE YOU READ LAROY SUNDERLAND’S WORKS !
1 or sale at this office; and when the p. tee accompanies the 

order, they arc sent by mail to anv part of the country, nost-naid.
BOOK OF HUMAN NATURE; Illustrating a new System 

of the Divine Philosophy, in the Ewnce, p'omu, and Ute of all 
things’ The entire Rationale of the Mysteries, Miseries, Fe­
licities, of Life, Fust, Present, Future. Handsomely bound in 
cloth, containing 432 pages. 12mo. Price, $1.

This is a Philosophical and Practical work on Man-Science, 
Individual Sovereignity, Intellectual Culture, the Government 
of Children, Mental Contagion, Fanaticism, Miracles, Witch­
craft, Sectarianism, Conjugality. Marriage, Celibacv, Polvgamy 
Polyandry, and Divorce, the Divine Foundation of all'Virtue 
Goodness. Justice, and Integrity of Che-acter,—Demonstrating 
the Family Circle to be the origin of all Worship and all Govern­
ment. It points out the fatal contradic-Ion tn the old Traditional 
Theology, and gives the true Idea of the True God. It solves 
the problem of Evil, of Society—Freedom, Labor, and Frater­
nity. and the reign of equal Justice upon Earth.

BOOK OF PSYCHOLOGY; Pathetism,Historical, Philoso­
phical, Practical; giving the rationale of even- possible form of 
nervous or mental phenomena, known under the technics of 
Amulets, Charms, Enchantments, Spehs, Fascination. Incanta­
tion, Magic, Mesmerism. Philters, Talisman. Relics, Witchcraft 

I Eustacy, Hallucination, Spectres, Illusions, Trance. Apparitions 
I Clairvoyance, Somnambulism. Miracles, etc., showing how these 
j results may be induced, the Theory of Mind which they demon 
• strute, and the benevolent uses to which this knowledge should 

be applied. Price 25 cts.
This book discloses the whole secret of Electro-Biology, <fcc, 

and lor teaching which $10, and even $50. have been charged.
BOOK OF HEALTH. Have you read Mr. Sunderland’s Book 

of Health? Al! parents and children, all teachers, all who, in 
any sense, are out of health, should by all means read this book. 
It contains a vast amount of iniurrnation. with practical remarks 
on Parentage, Infancy, Food, Diet, Labor, Recreation, Sleep 
Bathing, Clothing, Air. Causes of Ill-Health, etc. Price 25 eta.

pathetism: new theory of mind; suiementof 
its Philosophy, and its Discovery Defended against the assump­
tions recently put forth under the cabalistic names of “Mental 
Alchemy,” “ Electro-Biology.” Ac. Price 10 cents.

NEW'METHOD OF CUKE, by Nutrition, without Medi­
cine. The desire for Narcotics destroyed. Available for th« 
Sick, the Larne, and the Blind, in any part of the country. 
Purnpblets of information, 10 cents.

For $1 50 each of these works will be sent to your order, post 
free. Address Eticion C irt’-tian Spiritualist, No.553 Broad­
way, Net*- T "K

NOTICE.
Persons desirous of becoming Members of 

“Tnz Society fob the Diffusion of Spiritual Knowl- 
eldge,” may make application for that purpose to either of the 
Officers of the Society, or at the office of Ths CHEBTiAii Spib- 
ITCAI.I8T,

NEW AND APPOSITE SPIRITUAL SO.VG& 
“Angel Whispers.”—One of the most beautifrxl and ex­

pressive songs in print. Sung by Mrs. Gillingham Bostwick 
with great eflect Price 25 ctA

u V e are Happy Now, Dear Mother.”—A lovely *eprs-  
sentation of the condition of “Loved Ones in Heaven?’ ’frice 
25 cts.

“St. Clair to Little Eva in eaten.”—The outpourings 
of a Father’s heart under bereavement. Price 25 cts.

“Do Good.”—Sing this song, everybody; practice its pre­
cepts, and this world of ours would be one of the happier 
spheres. Price 25 cts.

” Guardian Spirits.”—Happy he who enjoys their atten 
dance as represented in this beautiful song. Price 25 cts.

“The Prodigal Son.”—With splendid Lithograph repre. 
senting the Prodigal's return. Price 50 cts.

The above pieces are all by the most popular Composers, an 
are scllinc rapidly.

HORACE WATERS, Publisher,No. 883 Broadway, N. toxk 
Agent for T. Gilbert & Co.'s Pianos, Holletifc Cumston's Pianos*  
Gilbert’s Boudoir Pianos, and manufacturer of Horace Waters’ 
pianos. N. B, Music sent b v mxU postage ft ce.



g.
[For tbo Christian Spiritualist]

SPIRITUAL VISIONS.
The cloud that o’er my vision spreads, 

Cannot obscure iny mental sight;
Its gratefull darkness round me sheds

An atmosphere more purely bright

Like Via Lactea'*  gorgeous stream.
Dazzling •with all glorious things,

A soft, bewildering seraph-dream
A freshness o’er my Spirit flings.

Around my couch white beings throng, 
Radiant from a clime more fair ;

And, dulcet as tho Bulbul’s song,
Their tones float on the stilly air.

Far o’er the trackless, azure plain,
Among the glittering stars of night, 

Soon, soon I’ll hymn the glad refrain,
A pure and ever joyous sprite.

Tbo tide of life is faintly flowing;
O, dimly glows tho Spirit-lire;

Gales from Paradise are blowing ;
List the po?an, come ur ijigueb!

OB
Historical and Practical Treatise on Fas­

cinations, Cabalistic Mirrors, Suspen­
sions, Compacts, Talismans, Convul­
sions, Possessions. Sorcery, Witchcraft, 
Incantations, Sympathetic Correspon­
dences, Necromancy, etc., etc.

Translated from the French of L. A. Cahagnet,
Author of the “ Ct-Iestlal Telegraph.'1

EIGHTH DIALOGUE.:

SYMPATHETIC COPHESPOXDEXCE

[From the Ladies’ Depository.]

BY COATF.A KINXET.

“ Aro they not all mini-tiring Spirits ?"—Iler, 1,14.
■ "With sweet voices, nrlemn warnings 

Of the being yet to
Bands of Spirits hover vonhd us. 

Like tho shore-birds ol’ the Sea.

Shore-birds, how they set hc*<xts  longin'; 
For the happiness of home I

As around the wearied vessel 
They in flock.*  of beauty come;

They out venture far and farther 
In the calm of sea and sky,

Singing glad ; but when the tempest 
Threatens and the rocks are nidi,

Then they, landway wildly winging, 
Screatn the omens on the gale,

Of a shock among the breakers, 
To tho ruin rushing sail.

So these Spirits from yon bright shore, 
Goldened with the sand of stars— 

■When God's truth has calmed the billows 
Of our being’s pas>ion-wars— 

Then these Spirits come to visit. 
Come to visit and console, 

Dipping angel pinions round us 
In the earthly sea of soul— 

Cheering onward, or else warning 
Of some thundering tempest nigh.

Or some secret rock of ruin 
On the voyage to thc sky.

They are round us—round us ever; 
’Tis their presence in the soul,

When affections, like full fountains, 
Gush from thence without control;

When the thrilling heart-chords quiver
1 As a harp’s air-smitten strings, 

’Tis their sweeping angel-iingers. 
On their brushing angel-wings;

When the soul of earth takes pinion 
For a heavenward faith tli-.'lit fur, 

Upward through the awful nothing 
Beckon they from star to star.

Oft they glide down in our slumbers— 
Those whom on earth we knew,

And those who have lived before us— 
And we wake to live anew ;

For their voices, sweet und solemn, 
Though but ripples of the tone 

Which upbillows music’s ocean, 
Ever round the Great White Throne;

Yet Inspire us with more longing 
For the glory in the sky—

For the happy life immortal 
Of these angels hovering nigh.

With sweet voices, solemn warnings 
Of the being yet to be,

Bands of Spirits hover round us, 
Like thr sbure-blrds on the sex

[From the Dublin Nation.] 
HISMOS.

Unman lives are silent teaching—
Be they earnv.-t, mild. and true—

Noblest deed> are noblest preaching
From the consecrated Few.

Poet-priests their anthems singing, 
Hero-sword on corselet ringing.

When Truth’s banner is unfurled ;
Youthful preachers, genius-gified, 
Pourin'; forth their s<»uls uplifted,

Till their preaching stirs the world.
Each must work xs God has given,

Hero-hand or poet-soul—
Work is duty which we live in

This weird world of >in and dole.
Gentle Spirits, lowly kneeling,
Lift their white hands up appealing

To the Throne of Heaven's King—
Stronger natures, culminating, 
In great actions incarnating

What another cau but sing.

rnre and meck-eyvd xs an angel, 
Wo must strive—must agonize:

TTe must preach the saint’s evangel 
Ere we claim the saintly prize— 

■Work lbr all—for work is holy— 
We fulfil our mission solely •<

When, like Heaven's arch above, 
Blend our souls in one emblazon, 
And the social diapason

Sounds the perfect chord of love.

Life is combat, life is striving, 
Such our destiny below—

Like a scythed chariot driving 
Through an onward pressing foe. 

Deepest sorrow, scorn, and trial, 
Will but teach us self-denial;

Like tlie Alchymists of old, 
Toss the ore through cleansing fire 
If our Spirts would aspire

To be God’s relined gold.

I shall say a few words about this question, as 
old as the world. Scarcely was man fatigued of 
his part as an observer, than he wished to extend 
his sphere of action, he tried to know at a given 
point, what happened in any other. A microcosm 
himself, viz. : the faithful representative of the 
whole creation, he discovered the point where all 
lives and universal manifestations arc centered.— 
But he wanted to establish a link between himself 
and those distant places. But the means he found 
were not proportioned to the intensity of his de­
sires, and he wished to be heard by his brothers 
in spite of that distance. He tried all means to 
gain the object of his ambition. The treatises on 
magic assure us that he discovered these means ; 
but they do not prove the fact

Sympathetic compositions to write are the only 
means of this nature with which we are now ac­
quainted ; but this process has fallen into the pub­
lic’s hand, and does not therefore realize its object. 
Three years ago this same question again agitated 
the world, and snails seemed destined to solve it at 
last; but the whole affair was soon forgotten.

I believe myself, in this marvellous power, and 
it is in consequence of this faith that I one day 
consulted the Spirit of Swedenborg on the subject. 
He answered that the sympathetic communications 
did really exist, but that he did not know himself 
any better means of distant correspondence than 
that of thought. lie assured me that this faculty 
would soon be developed in centering one’s thought 
upon that of another friendly person, every day at 
the same hour.

I had almost forgotten this question, when you 
proposed to me the present conversations. I thought 
then, it would be proper to study it again, in order 
to be able to tell you my opinion on the subject.— 
I therefore spoke of it to our friend, M. Lecocq, 
and we agreed that we should study it together. 
That gentleman took the part of patient, and I 
that of agent. AVe agreed that at nine o’clock in 
the evening, M. Lecocq should seat himself before 
his desk with a pencil in his hand ; I was to scat 
myself at the same time, and centre my will 
upon his hand, to move it just as if I was writ­
ing at a distance. I'ntil now we have only made 
six experiments of any importance, but the results 
we have obtained are a great inducement to con­
tinue our investigations seriously. From ten let­
ters I thought of, six have been written by M. 
Lecocq, and from six figures, he has guessed three 
or four. In all our experiments, it happened only 
once that he wrote a letter more than I wished.

M. Lerocq is neither a clairvoyant, nor a sensi­
tivesubject; and this I consider a very good condi­
tion to obtain these communications.

The only difficulty we have met with in estab­
lishing this correspondence, was in the agreement of 
the time. A mathematical precision would be ne­
cessary to make a total at a distance ; the time re­
quired for writing a few words being almost infin- 
itessimal. But we shall by all means continue this 
study, not only for sounds, but also for impressions 
at a distance. These observations are yet too new 
to me, to say more than I have done. I shali only 
pray every friend interested in the solution of such 
questions, to help us by their own experiments and 
communications.

SECT 0 MAX C Y.

tions, and verifying what truth they might contain. 
The results I obtained so much exceeded my most 
sanguine expectations, that I published my “ Ce­
lestial Telegraph.” This book is the first regular 
treatise on necromancy. Opposed and ridiculed at 
first, it soon found its way into England, Germany 
and America. In this last country, especially, it 
was soon put to practice, and appearing at the 
same time with table-moving, it did not contribute 
a little to produce those Spiritual manifestations 
that now so intensely occupy the whole of Europe. 
Hence a religion and a philosophy that will soon 
become universal. "What did the aDcients really 
with their treble-doored temples for the propaga­
tion of Spiritualism? Some mysterious books with­
out any useful result, . . . no; . . . but having, 
for a consequence, the misery of the whole human 
race for a thousand years. From the maledictions 
of Brahma, to the tortures of the Inquisition, the 
human mind was thrown into the most profound 
ignorance about the nature and goodness of the 
Almighty power. I think I am useful to my 
brothers in opening to them the Spiritual world, 
and despising the trite language of a ridiculous 
mysticism. A clear and simple teaching of a few 
lives, will prove more useful than all the sermons of 
thc Catholic Bosseuts and Bourdalanes.

Let every one work out his own conviction by 
following the precepts I give here. It will be the 
surest way of understanding and praying God ac­
cording to one’s own heart; this is the abstract of 
all religion, all morality, all brotherhood.

I flatter myself that my words on the subject 
have very much simplified the art of necromancy. 
To those who have studied the science of animal 
magnetism, I might say, “ Pray your clairvoyants 
to pronounce the proper and Christian name of the 
deceased with whom you desire to enter into com­
munication, and then question this Spirit, and 
study for yourself.” But to those who are not ac­
quainted with mesmerism I should say, “ Putyour 
hand upon the forehead of any person who may 
wish to submit to the experiment, keep it there 
for about a quarter of an hour. If the person 
closes his eyes, and seems to fall asleep, ask him 
how he is, . . . if he sees, and what he sees.— 
Should he declare that he perceives as well as with 
liis eyes open, ask him if he can see at a distance, 
or pray him to tell you what you are thinking of. 
If he sees exactly the object at a distance, or reads 
correctly your secret thoughts, you possess the 
magic instrument which shall become your guide 
in the Spiritual world. Praj- then to God that 
he may please to permit you to make use 
of this clairvoyant, to discover the laws of the 
other world. You will soon find yourself in the 
sanctuary of all magic, cabal, and mysticism. You 
then will know whatever you may wish to know, 
provided you limit your curiosity to what belongs 
to thc state of your soul, or your future happiness. 
Should you wish for any other knowledge, you 
would find nothing but the trouble and disorder 
which necessarily accompanies any criminal gratifi­
cation of one’s passions and foul interests.”
When you have prayed the lucid to call the deceas­

ed by name with whom you desire to be in commu­
nication, you must call him also mentally. Then 
should the clairvoyant tell you tliat hc sees the 
Spirit, pray him to describe it as closely as possi­
ble, and ask many particulars about his age, taste, 
character, disposition, Ac. According to the ex­
actness of these informations, do not exact too 
much about his terrestrial existence ; for you can 
never know but what the deceased can wish and 
say himself. Do not argue too much about the 
possibility or impossibility of these data, it would 
l>e a cause of failure in your further investigations. 
Examine with good faith, belief, and purity of in­
tention, keep a record of everything that may be 
said to you. What at first appears the most im­
probable, may afterwards be proved by other reve­
lations, or further study of books that treat on this 
subject. I advise you, especially, to read the 
“ Celestial Telegraph,” and the works of Emanuel 
Swedenborg.

[To be continued.!
Albert.—By Necromancy we mean thc art of 

evoking the Spirits of the dead. From the begin­
ning of the world to our day, the history or reli­
gion of every people on the surface of the earth, 
contains records of this art. All its practices may 
be reduced to a certain excitement of the senses, 
by which man is put into communication with this 
subtle part of himself called soul. To obtain such 
results, some made use of the fumigations of cer­
tain plants, others employed a mixture of gases, 
fasting, or religious practices; one of the common­
est means was human magnetism, which was in 
former ages kept secret, and often the object of an 
initiation. The Christians admit the existence of 
this facultj- in man, and their holy books are full 
of instances of similar visions. When the magic 
lantern was discovered, the Catholic Church did 
not hesitate to make use of it to produce false ap- 

i paritions, Ac., Ac. Tlie smallest crack in a parti-
Long Coats ts. Shout Coats. M hat is becom- j t;on or door was at once used for that purpose;

ing of this age ? It goes from one extreme to anoth- r . , . , . \ ’er without the least notice or warning. We go to J ^tasbcal images, made, up to serve the foul pur­
bed at night and lezve the dandies of Broadway I poses of thc Ilomish priests were produced upon

From ihe United States Magazine.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF ASTRONOMY.

EY SAMUEL ELLIOTT COVES.
W*»  are struggling in the Morning 

With tlie Spirit of the Night,
But we trample on it scorning— 

Lo 1 the eastern sky is bright.
We must watch. The Day is breaking; 
Soon, like Memnnn's statue waking 

With thc sunrise into sonntl,
We shall raise our voice to Heaven, 
Chant a hymn for conquest given, 

Seize the palm nor heed the wound.

We must bend our thought to earnest, 
Would we strike the Idols down;

With the purpose of the sternest. 
Take the Cross and leave the Crown.

Sufferings human life can hallow, 
Sufferings lead to God’s Valhalla— 

Meekly bear, but humbly try,
Like a man with .soft, tears flowing. 
Like a god with conquest glowing,

So to love, and work, and (lie!~

dressed in light inexpressibles and short-tailed over­
coats, and awake in the morning to find them ar­
rayed in exaggerated pantaloons, and almost sweep­
ing the pavements with the elongated skirts oftheir 

isurtouts. What shall be done? Must the world suc­
cumb to the behest of the tailors in this manner? 
Are gentlemen to be voted “ behind the age” un­
less they will content to jump at once from short 
tail garments to the “ entangling alliance” of a coat 
which seems to be intended, like the ladies’ dress, to 
sweep the streets ? The other day we met in Broad­
way a moustached gallant clad in a sky-blue coat, 
with sleeves so large that we could see his arm from 
his wrist to his elbow, and a skirt to his coat that 
he evidently could not keep out of the way, notwith­
standing all his efforts seemed to be devoted to that 
purpose. AVe were about philosophizing on the ab­
surdity of fashion, when a genuine son of the Emer­
ald Isle, with the stump of a pipe between his teeth, 
made his appearance. His overcoat, evidently 
made twenty years since, was the exact counter­
part of the dandy's which we had just been notic­
ing. Here was a practical exemplification of the ; n'erc loudlv proclaimed. But in these visions, 
subject. The German and Irish who just now land j , . but' faint jm of the ons de£ired arc 
here in their long blue coats, will be surprised to ° " 1
find that they ar'e in the height offashion, and they , real!-'’ seen- Between such apparitions and those 
promenade Broadway in proud nonchalance. John-! produced by the witch of Endor, or Cagliostro, 
athan Slick, it is said, talks of again spending the i there was an immense distance. The latter, espe- 
winter with us., If lie does lie will find his old js S3id to have produced a priori, this art.
U In this connVcUonCtveCi»ust do the policemen the j 1 ■‘1!‘a11 not here Sire you an historical view of 
justice to give them a compliment for their good I this arcanum ; what tie now do b^ means of mes- 
looks in their present appropriate dress. Tlieir; merism, renders this analysis useless and uninter- 
deep blue coats are cut about the mark, neither too j 
long nor too short, and made of subtantial looking 
cloth, they seem to be well adapted for their busi­
ness. We put down as a fact not to be questioned, 
that the members of the police arc the best dressed 
men in New York.—Ar. K Sunday Times.

“For I can never think of handing over to the stars the offi­
ces of Deity to produce cffi-cts and to preserve order.”—Krp. 
LEE.

It is remarkable that there never has been but 
one attempted aplanation of the cause of the order­
ly motion of the heavenly bodies, though this one 
idea in the succession of ages has been variously 
modified.

The ancient astronomers, well persuaded in their 
minds that there could exist no mechanism which 
moved the spheres, as one wheel by its gearing in­
to another communicates its motion; that there 
were no tracks walled in and made permanent to 
serve as rolling planes for thc stars; and that the 
movements of the planets, though free in space, 
were regulated with perfect wisdom, considered the 
spheres as living beings, possessing the power of lo­
comotion, and being endowed with intelligence, far 
surpassing human intelligence, to direct their flight 
in their ceasless rounds.

Aristotle believed that the planets were animat­
ed. lie taught that every star had an immortal

gence and power which anciently were the attn- . 
butes of spheres have been taken from them as inte- • 
gral beings to vivify and empower each particle of 
the dust of which they are composed. Nay, fur­
ther : The life of each separate atom makes up a 
general life for the sphere. Associated atoms com­
posing a world have given to them a sort of com­
mon life; the aggregate particles operating by means 
of a centre as the heart of the animated being, 
which, as a whole, knows and attracts “ as if all 
the matter was condensed in a central point”— 
(Herschel.)

The sun, ninety-five millions of miles away, 
without any medium of communication, knows of 
the existence and directs the motion of this earth. 
Further still, the life, power, activity and influence 
of the central luminary extends, accordingto La- 
Place, some tens of millions of miles.

So alive, so intelligent, and so powerful is mat­
ter that by its own attributes it forms itself into 
spheres.

“ LaPlace and some advocates of the life of mat­
ter do not admit any necessity for a God: but by 
others it is supposed that the acknowledgment of 
a power to originate matter is necessary, but mat­
ter, having been created and endowed with its life

• (laws,) matter itself will create a universe by its 
own action, so that God may give Himself up to 
undisturbed repose.”—Hitchcock's Geology.

Newton stands almost on a higher philosophy of 
the movements of the heavenly bodies. He most

• distinctly and implicitly disclaims the atheistical 
philosophy.

“ It is incredible,” says he in a letter to Dr. Bent-
■ ley, “ that inanimate brute matter should operate 

upon and effect other matter, which it must do if
! gravitation in the sense of Epicurus be essential 
. and inherent in it; and this is the reason why I de­

sire you would not ascribe it to me.”
What was this sense in which the Epicurians 

regarded matter that Newton disclaimed in such 
emphatic words ? The Epicurian philosophy was 
material and atheistical. According to their phi­
losophy thc occult properties, (virtues,) or, in other 
words, the life of matter, gave the fashion of this 
universe.

“This sect,” says Dr. Keil, “ explain motion by 
the elementary virtues and occult properties of 

' matter, such as sympathies, attractions, repulsions, 
and the like.”
“ These atheists,” writes Dr. Cudworth, “assigned 

no cause for motion, and to avoid a God they ven­
tured to attribute perfect understanding, will, appe­
tite, and self-moving power to senseless matter.”

The Epicurian atheism which Newton disclaimed 
has been fastened to the “ Newtonian Philosophy” 
by the successors of the great astronomer. La 
Laude says:—

“For myself I think with M. de Maupertuis, (the 
first continental convert to the theory of gravita­
tion,) and with the greater part of English philoso- 
pihers, that attraction depends on an essential prop- 

; erty, (piropricle irdrinsique) of matter.”
Newton asked himself some serious questions: 

—“How can a property of the matter of the earth 
’ have its field of activity in the moon ? How can a
■ body exert a power where it is not ?” Most incon­

clusive is the answer of Mr. Stewart to this skepti-
. cism of NewtoD :—

“ We can,” says Stewart, “as readily conceive 
of matter acting on matter at a distance, as of mat-

, ter acting on other matter in contact with it”
This is most true. But the argument does not 

touch the point at issue. Newton did not believe 
. that matter afar off or close at hand could influence 
, other matter. He taught that every particle'moved 

because of “ the Spiritual,” because of present 
: power emanating from God. Newton saw the ten- 
. dency of the theory that matter wielded a power, 
[ and he told his friend Pemberton that when this 
, speculation became the settled theory of philoso- 
. phy all opening for the advance of the human -mind
■ would. he closed.—Pemberton's Account of the Nivton- 
. ian Philosophy.

Plato taught the true philosophy of motion. He 
; considered the translation of a body in space (that 
: is, motion) ^passive. lie recognized the Spiritual 
| an ever active power, above, beyond, and over the 

matter which is moved. He believed that the uni­
verse shows the power of God continually impress­
ing on the worlds their motion.

On the Platonic idea the true philosophy of the 
solar system will rest. There is no life, power, 
will, or intelligence in brute matter. One sphere is 
not in its place because dragged thither by another 
sphere. A stone does not approach the centre of

■ the earth because the live body of the earth has 
power over it The cause of motion is not a prop-

, erty of matter. Power does not reside in the 
. terials of the universe.
; What, then, is this power? It lies—

“Beneath the veil of obdurate woof, 
"Whose dim folds perpetually do stir, 
But never rise.’’

Tell me, when you will raise your hand, by 
power the limb is lifted up ? We know only 
power is, that it comes from the human will, 

| not from the hand whch is raised up.
We know a planet moves through space.

ma-

that 
that 
and

_ . We
know also that it is moved by a power not residing 
in the world—that it is moved by a power which is 
not the attribute of senseless matter. It is from 
the volition of God.

Kames in themselves are nothing. The power 
which determines the position of worlds may be 
gravitation, and the nature of the power remain 
unchanged. But, the word “gravitation” has very 

intelligence bv which it governed its own move- j c‘ose associations nith the philosophy of Epicurus;

speak from my experience that my present man­
ner of prayer is the most effectual in enabling me 
to overcome evil and learn righteousness, and to 
do it; and it greatly increases my love to God and 
man universally, which much enhances my happi­
ness. And it gives me a more glorious and exalt­
ed idea of God and his glorious ways and goodness, 
—that he will prevail over all, and not bo foiled in 
in any individual case,—that none will be lost 
But some will say that they have prayed heartily 
to God, and felt relieved and comforted. I grant 
it. But then they think their prayer caused God 
to have more pity and compassion for them, and 
gave them help because they asked Him—which is 
a mistake. For it was done by the exercise of 
their minds increasing their own desire stronger for 
goodness and purity, which caused more harmony 
in their minds and consequently produced peace 
and comfort. God's will is that all shall be ulti­
mately saved, and He will carry out His will. If it 
is not so, He has made a poor calculation. But He 
has arranged all things right

The badge of discipleship, followers of Jesus, is 
to cast out evil Spirits, speak with new tongues, 
aud heal the sick, the lame and the blind, by lay. 
ing the hand on, Ac.; and we Spiritualists have this 
this badge abundantly among us ; but I know of 
no other class of people who have it If any oth­
er class had this badge, they would be with us, 

■ and we with them. Think of this, 01 ye Christian 
professors.

Place, which, it has been recently asserted, is fa- f 
vored by American astronomers. 3

A mere description of this theory shows it to i 
be a branch of the Epicurean atheism. We will < 
take the description from a believer in the liypot 
esis:

“ The assemblage of stars that form our present 1 
solar system was at first one of those mysterious 
nebulas which we see floating in space. But the 
development begins. A principle of concentration 
counterbalances the unlimited expansion, and 
brings the particles nearer together, and grasps 
-them in a spheroidal mass. * * * The gaseous
spheroid then resolves itself into local agglomera­
tions, which separate from each other into distinct 
spheres, either by the successive separation of sep­
arate layers of the sun’s atmosphere, or in virtue of 
some other property of matter.” * * *

Does not this resemble the philosophy of Epi­
curus? Does it not clothe matter with power, 
with attractions and repulsions, which, in the place 
of a God, form, fashion, and maintain the universe ? 
We do not impute atheism to the supporters of the 
nebular hypothesis. Far from it. There are men 
who incline to the hypothesis (and we speak from 
personal knowledge) who reverence and adore the 
Supreme Being. We have alluded to the origin 
and tendency of the speculation because its origin 
is from rank atheism ; because its tendency is to 
produce the philosophy given to the world in that 
notorious book, “The Vestiges of Creation;” be­
cause it conceals, under the philosophic terms of 
the Epicureans, (“sympathies, antipathies, attrac­
tions, repulsions,” and the like,) the actual being 
and constant presence of Him of whom alone the 

. stars should declare the glory.
----------

[From the Newcastle Couricr.J 

FAITH AND PRAYER.
Suppose there was a man named Joseph, who 

was afflicted, himself and family all lame and help­
less, and suffering for want of food and raiment; 
and he had two neighbors, John a Samaritan, and 
James a Jew. Both knew the suffering condition 
Joseph was in, and both had plenty and to spare; 
and John of his own free will and accord, furnish­
ed him with food and clothing, without Joseph even 

' asking him for it: but James stood aloof until 
Joseph asked and persuaded (prayed) him for help, 
and then he furnished him with food and clothing. 
Now which of the two was the most noble philan­
thropist? Me seems I hear you answer, John the 
Samaritan was the best. True. Then why not 
view God as John the good Samaritan, and not as 

• slothful James the Jew ? Now, if we view God as 
John the best philanthropist, why insult him by 
asking, pleading, and praying him to help us, see­
ing He at all times knows all our wants, and has 

i plenty in store, aDd is ready to help, without being 
persuaded to do it, like John the best philanthrop­
ist did ?

Hence the most intelligent and effectual prayer 
is a strong desire to know truth and wisdom.— 
what is right and what is wrong, and to do right 
and refuse the evil, without adressing God perso­
nally. And if our desire is stronger for the right, to 
be pure in mind and body, than our desire or temp­
tation is for evil, we are safe; for the law of God 
and Nature in His providence is, that the stronger 
shall ultimately prevail over the weaker. But be­
sides this desire (which is prayer) we must have 
faith that is, we must believe that we can, with the 
aid of God’s unasked for free gift, prevail over the 
evil. Such faith and strong desire will naturally 
prompt us to act with energy, to learn wisdom, to 
know what is right and what is wrong, and to do 
right and refuse evil. Seek to learn Nature, to know 
for yourselves, without relying implicitly on men or 
books, or a book; and you will find truth and wis­
dom. In this way God reveals himself to man 
through Nature, which is a constituent part of Him­
self. lie can no more change or suspend Nature, 
than He can change or suspend Himself, without 
making another being-of Himself, and that won’t 
do.

God’s love, and tender mercy, and compassion, 
are extended to sinners forever, while they are sin­
ners, and man’s probation continues beyond the 
grave, for God and man are inseparable. Sure 
God is not so selfish and hard-hearted as to with­
draw all Iiis love and compassion from sinners 
when they leave their mortal bodies. They may 
reform in the Spirit-world, and become happy; but 
it must be gradual. Those who believe that men 
and women will not ultimately all be saved from 
their sins have not true faith in God. For although 
they believe His will and desire is that all should 
be saved, and that He has all power, yet they be­
lieve He does not save all, does not carry out all 
His own will and purposes. People who believe 
such doctrine are infidels and dishonor God. No 
doubt they are honest in their belief. God natur­
ally does as much for the sinners as he does for 
the saints. Like the outward sun, which gives 
light, warmth and rain, Ac., to all alike without 
respect to men or anything else. Now suppose 
the sun was a thinking, intelligent being, and knew 
all our thoughts and wants, how absurd it would 
be to pray to him to give light and warmth, and I 
make our corn grow more and more when he is j 
naturally doing all he can just right And so God I 
is naturally doing all hc can just right, of Iiis own ! 
free will and pleasure, in the even tenor of His way. i of inordinate appetite; souls in whom the fires of

SetIi Hinshaw.
Greensboro’, Ind., 12th mo. the 4th, 1854.

MAXIMS OF M0LIN0S.
The following Maxims and Reflections are from 

the writings of Molinos, as collected and re-arrang­
ed by Prof. UrnAM, in his Life of Mad. Guyon 
and Fenelon, published by the Harpers. It gives 
us great pleasure to recommend the work from 
which theyare taken as a delineation of an earnest 
religious experience set forth by a careful and ju­
dicious mind. The Maxims show a depth of Chris­
tian experience, a trust and steadfastness, a rich 
inward life, occasionally manifested by a few of the 
great Souls of the Past. s. e. b.

l

Happy wilt thou be, if thou hast no thought 
but to die to thyself. Thou wilt then become vic­
torious, not only over thine enemies, but, what is 
more, victorious over thine own evil nature. A 
victory, in which thou canst not fall to find a great 
increase of Spiritual wisdom, the experience of 
pure love and perfect peace.

II.

And, to "this end, bc not afraid of those trials 
which God may see fit to send upon thee. It is 
with the wind and the storm of tribulation that 
God, in the garner of the soul, separates the two 
wheat from the chaff. Always remember, there­
fore, that God comes to thee in thy sorrows, as 
really as ill thy joys. lie lays low, and he builds 
up. Thou wilt find thyself far from perfection, if 
thou dost not find God iu every thing.

iii.
Seek not consolation, but God. Desire of God 

only one thing, that thou mavest spend thy life for 
Iiis sake in true obedience and subjection. Tho 
wav in which our blessed Saviour trod was not one 
of softness and sweetucss. Nor did he invite us to 
any such, either by his words or his example, 
when he said, “He that will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross and fol­
low me.”

IT.

Resign and deny thyself wholly; for, though 
true self-denial is harsh at the beginning, it is 
easy in the middle, and becomes most sweet in 
the end.

v.
If thou wouldst arrive at the sublime region of 

internal peace, thou must pass through the rugged 
path, not only of outward trials, but of inwaiid 
TEMi’TATrox. Temptation also is for tby good. In 
such an hour of trial, stand firm. When tempta­
tion assults thee, put on the weighty armor of resig­
nation, of constancy, and of quietness:—and thus, 
purge, renew, and purify thyself in this burning 
furnace.

VI.

Among other holy counsels which thou must ob­
serve, remember well this that follows : Look not 
so much on other men’s faults as ox thine own. 
Thou knowest thine own faults, but it is difficult 
to know the true nature and degree of the faults of 
others. A disposition to judge others turns the 
soul from its true centre in God, brings it outward, 
and takes away its repose. “ Judge not, that ye be 
not judged.”

VII.

It is impossible for a man to be able to live & life 
of holiness,—a life which depends entirely upon the 
wisdom and support which are communicated from 
God,—if he does not first die to himself by a total 
denial of all wrong appetites and passions, by the 
crucifixiou of the pride of natural reason.

VIII.

The soul which is thus purified is always quiet 
and serene, always possessed of evenness of mind 
both in favors and sufferings. Tribulations never 
disturb it;—nor do the interior, the continual and 
divine communications from God render it vain and 
conceited. It remains in wonderful serenity and 
peace, but still always full of holy and filial rever­
ence.

%'S.

IX.

It is in such purified and quiet souls, that God 
, hath Iiis place of repose ;—souls in whom the wa- 
: ters of affliction have washed out the daik stains

the walls of a chamber during its occupant's sleep ; 
a knock at the door awoke him in a start, and the 
awful apparition easily threw him into all the hor­
rors of fright and aberration. Thc tricky per­
formers availed themselves of this momentary dis­
order, and asked prayers for the dead whos 3 voices 
they imitated as closely as possible, and their sibil- 
la was naturally filled on the following day by 
those poor people, too happy to buy at such a price, 
rest for their nights. There is not even a shep­
herd in our remotest country fields, who did not 
pretend to possess secrets by which he could evoke 
the souls of the dead. From a pail of water to the j 
most complicated cabalistic mirrors, every means | 
were used to attract and fascinate the eye of the ; ridiculed, as if he stood alone a believer in this 

idea. lie but boldly taught the long prevailing 
hypothesis that thc worlds were living beings; but 
he considered them as living beings devoid of in­
telligence and subject to certain mechanical laws.— j

A discing: 
ken) says, “ the world itself is alive, and continues ; essential attribute of matter; that there is 
only because of its life.” y — -
is said by some that matter is dead ; what, then, is | which they are composed ; that the” sphere which 
life?’ Again :“ Look, then,” continues Professor ; rolls through space has no controlling influence on 
Nichol, “ at that remote Uranus bending with life-) the motion of other worlds. ~ 
like obedience towards the sun, and read there the 
truth that in the sun's essence there is an energy to 
draw the planets towards home as an ever active 
and not a ichit less intelligible than any other con- 
cexialdc exercise of icill."—Contemplations of the so­
lar System, 'pp. G2.

It is true that few modern astronomers present 
the idea so plainly and distinctly as Professar Nich­
ol docs in this proceeding extract from his verbose lure, qui scront toujours incotimics.

Tt’s not generally said-that the sun, for dom of man, however, to hold with firm and con- 
as one sphere, is an intelli- stant grasp those things which he clearly knows. He

consulting person. When by chance these actions 
were made upon a seer, he at once accused the ap­
parition, and the performer’s success and ability

esting. In the arts anl sciences, a new improve­
ment destroys the value of everything that was 
done previously to it. What would now be the 
use of going to a particular temple and making 
there a particular sacrifice to obtain a result that a 
child can produce more easily and without trouble?

Russia.__Tn the seventy-seven years intervening I cannot but dislike the ancient ceremonies whose
between 1772 and 1849, the Russian Empire in- object was only to conceal science under thc sham 

wards of sixty millions, or at the rate of fourteen 
millions in every twenty years. This wonderful j 
increase is chiefly attributable to tlie enlarged area 
of the Empire, caused by the addition of Roland, 
Finland, and tlie Caucasus to its domains. If Rus­
sia should conquer and annex Turkey, her popula­
tion would exceed eighty milli ins, almost equalling 
thei'ieombined population of England, France, and 
the United States.—Portland Transcript.

creased in population lrom fourteen millions to up- appearancc of mysteries, and stilled thc human i. . r> . a  111J — — xx r* r. f Im rn h> nf Cntii4n<.n i *

it is suggestive, too often, only of die life and pow­
er of matter.

We are gratified here in recording the opinion of 
an eminent mathematician of Massachusetts :—

“Neither myself nor any intelligent astronomer of 
my acquaintance believes that the sun attracts the 
earth. We use the word ‘ attraction’ as a conve­
nient statement of the direction of the force. Force 
is Spiritual. Consciousness thus decides this ques­
tion at once.”

Why do not astronomers, then, see that this, the 
true Newtonian philosophy, is distinctly stated in 
the text-books of the sciences ?

Astronomy should ascend one step nearer to the 
ished naturalist of the present day (0- | Supreme Being, by teaching that power is not an 
t ll r* vl <1 1 t Cpl f*  1 C 1 l Vrt *inrl  ■ IiCennt ml z-> C « 4 A . iL _ A _ ? _3 a cause

So Professor Nichol: “It; for the motion of worlds not residing in the dust of

ment. This idea can be traced farther back than 
the time of Aristotle ; and fifteen hundred years af­
ter that date the snbtile Doctor Scott wrote : Si as­
tro. non sunt animate, id cst creditum essepotias quam 
demonstratiim”—in English, it may be believed, but 
it cannot be proved that the stars are not living 
beings.

Kepler’s opinion on the subject has been much

Cause and effect 
should be separated, should be thrown as wide 
apart in philosophy as they are in practical life. 
The human body and the life of the body, matter 
and that which mores matter, the planets, are no 
more one and the same thing than is God, the crea­
tor, and man, the created, one and the same !

M. Bailly, said: “La folic de Thomme a toujours

treatise.
instance, as a whole, : ......
gent animal. The moderns give to each atom of 
the sphere a living, active, and discerning power.— 
They give animation and knowledge to every par­
ticle of star dust, so that thc smallest division of a 
world knows of the presence of its kindred atom, 
and each atom, in mysterious instinct, with won-

mind under their absurd superstitions. I wish the
sun for everybody.

Some distinguished magnetizers have said before
me, that their clairvoyants saw in this mesmeric 
sleep, the ghosts of their deceased parents. It 
was in consequence of such assertions that I expe­
rienced the desire of studying myself these ques- derful power, draws near to other atoms. Intelli-

--------

etc de couloir penetrer les premieres raisons de la na- 
.” It is the wis-

should not permit astronomical science to confound 
the distinction, which common sense acknowledges, 
between a world which is moved and the the pow­
er by which the world is translated through the 
realms of space.

We have been led to this course of remark by 
the consideration of the nebular speculation of La

And you cannot change Him with all your prayers, ! tribulation and of inward temptation have consum- 
nor move Ilim to greater pity and compassion for i t'ie reIllanis of earthly passion. In other words, 
vou. He is not ”like a man to be persuaded i G°.J ^"^elf nowhere, but where self-lore

TT r j is banished and quietness reigns.about that way. He will bc good, merciful and ■ 
compassionate to sinners, without having to be! . . X’
persuaded to it. All the atonement necessary for ar’tT T>clie\e. Hold tin peaee, and let
r . . , . : thyself be guided by tlie hand of God. t*uffer  inour sms, is to repent and reform, to cease to do evil, ; patience, and walk on in strong faith ;—and though 
and learn to do well. AYhat more could be reason- it seems to thee that thou doest nothing, and art 
ably and justly required ? To ask more would be ‘dk’, being so dumb and resigned, yet it is of infi- 
selfish. Repentance necessarily tends to reforma-1 nLtc £lu't' kHndcjl beast that turns the wheel

. i of thc mill, though it seeth not, neither knows
tl0n' | what it does, vet it doeth a great work in grinding

Corn will not grow for a man without faith and ' the corn.
prayer. He must have faith that it will grow i‘ ; xi.
planted in due season and cultivated rightly, or he J Be nothing in thyself, that thou mavst be strong 
would never plant it or have it planted. In the : >n the Lord. When thou art nothing, thou eanst 
next place he must desire (which is prayer) that cxPer'encc no harm that will trouble 'thee, llowis 
his corn be planted and cultivated, or he would not f°,r ’V'", t0 r ";'Ttrienrce a grievanceu , or wj10 tbmks nothing of himself, and
do it or have it done. Of course it would not grow has no interest of his own, but refers all things
for him if he had not faith and prayer for it to grow; I to God ?
and his prayer must be stronger than laziness and i xn
all other obstacles in the way, or he will fail, from J There are three kinds of silence. Silence from
the want of energy to go to work. The stronger ! words is good, because inordinate speaking tends
his prayer is, the more he will work or have it done 1 to eviI- Silence or rest from desires and passions-
And the desire (prayer) accompanied with faith for '■ £ Stij! \c<l.ter’, befauSc it promotes quietness ofSpir- 
fir*  „.-n i ixi- I the best cf all, is silence from unnecessarythe corn to grow, ^ill be answered to the sinners ! nnd wandering thoughts, becanse that is essential 
as well as to the saints.—Just so Spiritually, if the ; to internal recollection, and because it lavs a fotin- 
desire of the sinner for wisdom and purity of mind dation for a proper regulation and silence in other 
and body, is strong enough to overcome all obsta- resPects- 
cles, hc naturally goes to work to learn wisdom and 
righteousness to do it; and then he gets it as the 
saint does. But if his desire is not strong enough, - 
he will not get it; neither would the saint, if his ! 
desire was not strong enough. Hence the need of; in"-, 
cultivating strong desire for the right, that it mar i 
grow stronger and stronger, and we should neglec't! Southcy in ono of his ]cttcrs : « I
the desire for evil and it will naturally dwindle and have told you of the Spaniard who always put ob 
die out. i his spectacles when about to eat cherries, that they

Formerly till within a few years, I did not know ; “'B11* ]°ok bigger and more tempting. In hke 
tmr tn * i t ! manner I make the most of my enjoyments; anacow to pray ngnt, it was not so euectual. I seem- -i. < ta____..___ _ J ■' _____i, them„ j , ___ . , , . „ , , j though I do not cast my cares away, 1 pack tneui

e p ay mg to an arbitary God, who would i in as little compass as I can for myself, and neT«r 
not be good unless he was persuaded to be so. I lot them annoy others.”

XIII.

Let nothing affright thee. All things will 
. ; away. God only is lie that is unchangnble. Pa- 

J tience will bring about all. He that hath God hath 
all things ; and he that hath him not, hath noth-

'S-


