
IT E M S AND IDEAS.

Septem ber.
V irgo, th e  V irgin .
“W ho w as C ain ’s w ife?” A  w om an.
O ne m o n th ’s  tr e a tm e n t an d  one 

y ea r’s su b sc rip tio n  fo r one dollar.
R em em ber, y o u r firs t m o n th ’s t r e a t

m en t and  yo u r firs t y e a r’s su b sc rip tio n  w ill 
be g iven fo r one dollar.

Christian  is sent to  any address, 
anywhere in  the  world, to be paid for a t the 
subscriber’s convenience.

“Y our A ugust n u m b er is  a  m arvelous 
revela tion  of ab so lu te  tru th . I nev er have 
read  an y th in g  to  com pare w ith  i t .”

1-vr'X- P hilo , a  m on th ly  helper, Vol. 1, No. 1, 
Septem ber, 1900. T en cen ts  a  y e a r; single 
copy one cent. D. G regorson, S an ta  B arb ara , 
Cal.

“E choes F ro m  Shadow  L an d ” is  a 
d a in ty  c lo th  bound  book of poem s by  A gnes 
P rocter. T he A lliance P u b lish in g  Co., L ife 
build ing, N ew  York.

I f  you w a n t Christian , a  postal card 
w ill fe teh  i t ;  i f  you don’t  w ant it, a postal 
card  w ill stop it. D on’t  re tu rn  th e  pap er to 
me. Give i t  to  som e one else.

“Do you believe in  d ru g s?” No. I 
don’t  believe in  an y th in g . I know  som e 
th ings, and one of these  th in g s  is th a t  d rugs 
a re  poison. D on’t  ta k e  poison!

#-■?£-<£ A co rresponden t w rite s : " I  have
m ade up m y m ind  th a t  you a re  a  hum bug.” 
C orrect! Y our m in d  is  up  m ade to  date. I 
am  both  th e  hum  and  th e  bug.

“W h at is  th e  s in  a g a in s t th e  H oly
G host?”

I don’t  know . I have  answ ered  th is  ques
tio n  so o ften  th a t  I  have  fo rg o tten  how to  
answ er it.

A u ro ra  is  th e  n am e of a  new  M ental 
Science m on th ly , p r in te d  in  th e  Sw edish 
language. I t  is  one d o lla r a  year. A ddress 
G unsten  Ju n g re n , 460 Jack so n  s tre e t, St. 
Paul, M inn.

T h e  L ife , K an sas  C ity, Mo., is  now 
on our exchange lis t. T he g ingerb read  has 
been ta k e n  from  th e  h ead in g  and, a ll in  all, 
th e  paper m uch im proved. W eekly, one 
do llar a  year.

H elen, n o t H elen  of T roy, n o r H elen 
of Sea Breeze, b u t m y very  ow n H elen, asks 
me fo r h e r to  th a n k  a ll of you w ho send  self- 
addressed and  stam ped  envelopes. I t  saves 
a  lo t of lick ing!

T h e  L ig h t  is  a  new  m on th ly  pub
lished  from  3003 L ocust s tre e t, S t. Louis, 
Mo. I t  is  ed ited  by D. L. S u llivan  and  wife.

I t  is  a  b rig h t, w ell-prin ted  jo u rn a l of e igh t 
pages, fifty cen ts a  year.

Christian  is no t a coun try  new s
paper, b u t I  am  indebted  to  Chas. Scholtz, 
peach-grow er, B eattie , Kas., fo r tw o cra tes 
of luscious peaches. T hey  cam e prepaid, 
w hich  adds to  th e ir  sw eetness.

I g ive tre a tm e n ts  fo r a ll k inds of 
sickness, also  fo r happ iness and  prosperity . 
A ny love offering  received in  m oney, and  
w h a t one is able to  give. M aria M ather, 811 
W ash ing ton  s tree t, O akland, Cal.

Mrs. D ella H aresnape, Jag u a , Kas., 
is  a  C h ris tian  Science healer. She w as a 
m em ber of m y household fo r several m onths, 
and  I know  h e r  to  possess h ea ling  pow ers to  
a  m arked  degree. T erm s from  one to  e ig h t 
do llars p e r  m onth . '

Idea l Love, an  exposition  of view s 
concern ing  a  new  m a rita l system . Single 
num bers, te n  cents. Y early  subscrip tion , 
one dollar. T h is  is  a  large, b eau tifu lly  
p rin ted  m agazine, by A lice W olverton E yre, 
809 C arnegie , New Y ork City.

I p r in t  fo u r th ousand  e x tra  copies of 
Christian every  m onth . I am  anx ious to 
send these  ex tra  copies to  persons w ho have 
n o t seen th e  paper. T herefo re  send m e the 
nam es and  addresses of persons w hom  you 
th in k  w ould be in te rested  in  Christian .

#35# I have received from  th e  au tho r, 
B essie P enn ing ton  U m stot, h e r  new  booklet, 
en titled  “T he M ary and  M artha  Conscious
ness and  Condensed R ecipes fo r Soul 
G row th,” published  by U niversal T ru th  P ub
lish in g  Co., 87 W ash ing ton  s tree t, Chicago, 
111.

# # &  The d ea r g irls—L ady B lanche and 
H elen—are  going to  fu rn ish  th e  new  “Home 
of Christian” w ith  m oney from  new  sub
scrip tions. T hey a re  send ing  ou t a  thousand  
sam ple copies every  week. You w ill confer 
a  favor by send ing  nam es of persons likely  
to  be in te rested  in  Christian.

# # #  H en ry  H a rriso n  B row n announces 
th a t  he is  open fo r engagem ents to  a tten d  
w eddings and  fu n e ra ls ; as an  officiating 
m in is te r, of course! W hat! A m en ta l 
science ed ito r m ak ing  prov isions fo r fun 
era ls?  Tell i t  n o t to  H elen, of Sea Breeze. 
By th e  way, he h as rem oved h is  paper, Now, 
to San  Jose, Cal.

# # #  L ilian  T hom pson’s a rtic le  has cre
a ted  qu ite  a  s t i r  am ong m y readers. I t  w as 
h e r  m aiden  effort, and  in  sending i t  she 
w ro te: “ If  you do n o t th in k  m y a rtic le  
w orth  pub lish ing  I shall no t feel a t  a ll h u r t ! ” 
E d n a ’s a rtic le  w as also h e r  first. So you see 
A ugust C h ris tian  has th e  honor of in tro 
ducing  to  th e  public tw o new  w rite rs .

# # #  “ Is S p ir it inv isib le  m a tte r?  If  not, 
w hy?”

No! S p ir it is  never visible, and  m a tte r  is 
never invisible. S p ir it is alw ays unseen, 
and  m a tte r  is alw ays seen. I f  m a tte r  d is
appears  a t  one place i t  appears a t  ano ther. 
B u t S p ir it never comes fo rth , never appears. 
I t  is th e  unseen substance of a ll th ings.

# # #  H ere  is  an o th e r five-dollar woman. 
F ive  is th e  num ber of th e  covenant. We 
shake hands and  w rite  o u r nam es w ith  the  
five fingers. H e r nam e is  L ida, and  th is  is 
th e  w ay she sends h e r co n g ra tu la tio n s:

“N ot a s  a  rem u n era tio n  fo r ‘value re
ceived,’ b u t as an  acknow ledgm ent th a t  I  
feel indebted  to  you for re tu rn in g  p rosperity , 
I enclose five do llars.”

# # #  W e have learned  from  a re liab le  
source th a t  T. J . Shelton, th e  s ta r tl in g  ed ito r 
of Christian, h as gone and  done it. We 
suppose th a t  h e re a f te r  in s tead  of ca lling  
h im se lf I AM T H E  GREA T I AM, i t  w ill be 
W E AM. T hey  have o u r good w ishes.—F rom  
Though t, A lam eda, Cal.

You are  en tire ly  m istaken! A nd I now 
know  th a t  you a re  no t a  m arried  m an. I t  is 
SH E  AM!

# # #  T he I AM h as purchased  a  hom e for 
Christian in  D enver. I t  cost ten  thousand  
do llars in  round  figures, w ith o u t any  fu rn i
tu re . I expect i t  to be paid  fo r by ten  thou 
sand  subscrip tions to Christian. My ex
pecta tions have a  sound  financial basis, as 
th e re  a re  over one hund red  thousand  readers 
of Christian. W ill get in to  ou r new  home 
by October 1.

# # &  A good friend  w rite s : “ I expect to  
sa il fo r E urope th e  firs t w eek in  October, in 
com pany w ith  m y husband. Hope you w ill 
keep us in  m ind. We tru s t  to  avoid sea
sickness w ith  your help.”

W hile in  m y cabin in  th e  m o un ta in s  th is  
sum m er I have crossed th e  ocean w ith  m any 
h und reds going to  th e  P a ris  E xposition . In  
n ea rly  every  case th e  S ilen t W ord h as p re
vented  sea-sickness.

# # &  “I t  a  person does no t find th e ir  soul
m ate  on th is  side of life w ill th ey  come to
ge th e r on th e  o th er side?”

Yes. T hey a re  a lready  and  alw ays have 
been “toge ther.” T he reun ion  m u s t take  
place in  th e  fu llness of tim e, e ith e r  h ere  or 
herea fte r. T he only  reason fo r th e  seem ing 
separa tion  is  th e  joy  of a m ore perfec t union 
a f te r  each has been ind iv idualized  and  edu
cated  by experience.

# # #  T he R a d ia n t C entre, published 
m onth ly  by K ate  A tk inson  Boehme, W ash
ington, D. C., has grow n stead ily  b e tte r and 
b e tte r  w ith  each num ber. Ju ly  is the sev
en th  num ber and  i t  is b rim fu l w ith  good 
th ings. K ate  has undoubtedly  found her 
tru e  place. W hen I knew  h e r personally  she 
w as seek ing  h e r own. She is a m agnificent
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p ian is t, and  is le a rn in g  to  use  w ords w ith  
th e  sam e sense of h arm ony . In  fac t, in  re a d 
in g  th e  Ju ly  n u m b er of h e r  p ap e r I fe l t  th a t  
th e  ty p e w rite r  k ey s h ad  ta k e n  th e  p lace of 
th e  p iano  keys.

“D iscovery  of a  L o s t T ra il ,” by 
C harles B. Newcom b, a u th o r  o f “A ll’s R ig h t 
W ith  th e  W orld .” C loth, 270 pages, $1-50. 
H ave ju s t  received  th is  b e a u tifu l book, b u t 
have n o t h ad  tim e  to  read  it . A ll w ho have 
read  "A ll’s R ig h t W ith  th e  W orld” w ill be 
glad to  receive th is  new  volum e fro m  th e  
sam e au th o r . A ddress Lee & S hepard , pub
lishers , B oston.

T h e  P h ilis tin e  fo r A u g u st h a s  a 
sp lend id  a rtic le  by H ugh  O. Pen tecost. I t  is 
a  rig h teo u s a rtic le  on “R ig h teo u sn ess” by a 
rig h teo u s m an. H ugh  P en teco st is  one of 
th e  best s in n e rs  I ev er knew , and  I have 
know n a g re a t m any  sa in tly  s in n e rs . H ere  
is one sen tence from  th is  a r tic le : “A lov ing  
th ie f  w ould be m ore rig h teo u s  th a n  a  h a rd 
h ea rted  h onest m an .”

T he A ugust n u m b er of T he N a u tilu s  
cam e to  hand  fu ll of good th in g s . B u t in 
stead  of sh o rten in g  h e r  nam e th e  ed ito r 
comes fo r th  w ith  h e r  add ress  p r in te d  in  th is  
b a rb a ro u s s ty le : “E lizabe th  L o is (S tru b le ) 
Towne, H olyoke, M ass.” T he “E lizab e th ” 
and  "L o is” w ould be all r ig h t, b u t w h a t in  
th u n d e r  h as S tru b le  to  do w ith  it! Say, 
B etsey Tow ne, le t th e  dead p a s t b u ry  Its  
dead!

“Can you, in  any  w ay, e ith e r  th ro u g h  
Christian or o therw ise , te ll ‘M arg are t,’ 
w ho w ro te  th e  le t te r  in  Christian  in  A ugust, 
th a t  she has a  le t te r  w a itin g  fo r h e r  if  she 
sends h e r  add ress  to  Lock Box 743, F o re s t 
C ity, Iow a?”

I have to ld  “M argare t,”  and  now  she  can 
do as she p leases abou t send ing  fo r  th e  le tte r . 
All m y correspondence is  s tr ic t ly  confiden
tia l.

“ In  o rd e r to  becom e a  c la irvoyan t, 
w hose w orks a re  m ost adv isab le?”

I t  is  h a rd  to  te ll. Books a re  lik e  food; 
w hat agrees w ith  one person  w ould n o t ag ree  
w ith  an o ther. 1 received m ore benefit from  
th e  w orks of D r. J . H . Dewey a t  th e  beg in
n ing  of m y In v es tig a tio n s th a n  from  an y  one 
else. H is book en titled  “T he W ay, th e  T ru th  
and  th e  L ife” gave m e th e  key. A ddress, fo r 
fu r th e r  p a rtic u la rs , D r. J . H . Dewey, 117 
W est E ig h ty -fo u rth  s tre e t, N ew  Y ork city .

E d n a  asks m e to  te ll you th a t  she 
h a s  a  F ru i t  F a rm  fo r sale. I t  is  on th e  top 
of S p rin g  M ountain , e igh teen  m iles sou th  of 
L it tle  Rock, and  h a lf  a  m ile  from  a  p re tty  
l i t t le  tow n and  denot. I t  is  a  lovely place, 
w ith  a  good house and  o th e r bu ild ings. I t  
is w ell stocked w ith  m an y  h u n d red s  of b e r
rie s  and  f ru i t  trees. T h ere  a re  one h u nd red  
and  tw en ty  acres. I t  is w o rth  tw o th ousand  
do llars, b u t she w ill sell fo r fifteen hundred . 
F ive  h u n d red  do lla rs  cash  and  long tim e  fo r 
th e  balance. F o r  fu r th e r  p a rtic u la rs  address 
E d n a  S helton  M artin , 2222 C hester s tree t, 
L it tle  R ock, A rk.

“W h at do you m ean  by the  U n iversa l 
M ind? Is  i t  th e  m ind  we have and  th in k  
w ith , o r is  i t  a  sep a ra te  one from  o u r ow n?”

I t  is  th e  sub jec tive  m ind. T he in d iv idua l 
m ind, in  th e  new  b ir th , recognizes th e  U ni
versa l M ind as  th e  only  rea l though t. T here  
is an  objective o r  m o rta l m ind  w hich is  a

k in d  of b lackboard  on w hich  t r u th  is  w orked  
o u t by th e  in d iv id u a l. T h is  m o rta l m ind  Is 
n o t p e rm an en t. I t  is  a s  t r a n s ie n t as th e  
m o rta l body. In  th e  sub jec tive  m ind  we live  
an d  m ove and  have  o u r being , b u t in  th e  
ob jective m ind  we le a rn  o u r  lessons and  be
come ind iv idua lized .

“W ould one in  h a rm o n y  o r g e ttin g  
in to  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  t r u th  have  a  b e tte r  
crop th a n  those  of u n b e liev in g  ne ighbo rs 
w hen th e  crops a re  of th e  sam e k in d  and  
d ro u g h t p rev a ils?”

C erta in ly ! T he e lem en ts  a re  con tro lled  
by  th e  m ind . I gave one m an  tre a tm e n ts  
d u rin g  th e  g re a t d ro u g h t in  O klahom a, and  
ra in  fe ll w ith in  th e  a re a  of h is  ow n farm . 
I w as n o t tr y in g  to  help  o r  h in d e r  th e  n e ig h 
bors, b u t m ade th is  m an  th e  cen te r fo r ra in , 
an d  i t  cam e. You m u s t g e t to  th e  p lace 
w here  you u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  you con tro l th e  
e lem en ts in s te a d  of th e  e lem en ts  co n tro llin g  
yon.

“P lease  m ake  i t  p la in  to  u s how  God 
and  m a tte r  can  ex is t w hen  th e re  is  only  
God. You know  M rs. E ddy  say s ‘th e re  is  no 
m a tte r ,’ an d  th a t  God does n o t have  to  pass 
th ro u g h  m a tte r  to  be ind iv id u a lized .”

I t  is  u tte r ly  im possib le  to  m ake  i t  p la in  
as to  how  God o r m a t te r  ex is ts . N ev erth e 
less, th e y  a re  b o th  h e re  and  m a n ife s t to  o u r 
in te lligence . S p ir it  and  m a tte r  a re  co-eternal. 
T he one is  substance , th e  o th e r  is  shadow . 
T he  one is  changeable , th e  o th e r  is  u n 
changeable . M a tte r  is  th e  m old in to  w h ich  
s p ir i t  is  c a s t in  th e  p rocess of in d iv id u a liz a 
tion . I  am  conscious of th e  p resence  o f bo th  
s p ir i t  and  m a tte r , an d  th e  on ly  w ay w e know  
a n y th in g  is th ro u g h  consciousness.

In  th e  ad v e rtise m en t of m y books i t  
is  s ta ted  th e y  w ere  n o t su itab le  to  beg in 
n e rs  o r those  w ho w ere  ta k in g  th e i r  firs t 
lessons in  th e  new  th o u g h t. T h is  sim ply  
m eans th ey  a re  n o t fo r th e  in fa n t c lass, b u t 
does n o t m ean  th a t  th e y  a re  n o t good fo r 
m en  an d  w om en w ho a re  re ad y  fo r solid 
food. Jo sh  B illin g s say s : “T he on ly  w ay  to  
teach  a  pup  to  sw im  is  to  chuck  h im  in .” I 
have  come to  believe th a t  th e  v e ry  b es t th in g  
fo r a  s tu d e n t of th e  new  th o u g h t is  to  le t 
h im  p lunge in to  deep w a te r  r ig h t  in  th e  
s ta r t .  In  m y tw o books ad v ertised  on th e  
la s t page of th is  paper, you  w ill find th e  
h ig h es t s ta te m e n ts  of t r u th  I know  how  to  
m ake.

T h e  Open Door, Vol. 1, No. 1, A ugust,
1900. A jo u rn a l of th e  Occult. Open to  a ll 
t r u th s  from  w h a tev e r source. Jam es C am p
bell R obinson, ed ito r, p u b lish e r and  p ro 
p rie to r. T h is  is an  eight-page m onth ly , one 
d o lla r  a year. T he  ed ito r c la im s to  be th e  
“F o u n d e r and  O rgan izer of th e  B ro therhood  
of th e  Im m o rta ls  in  th e  F le sh .” Now  I do 
n o t believe th is  b ro therhood  h a s  ev er been 
organ ized  o r ev er w ill be. Im m o rta ls  a re  
in d iv id u a lis ts , th e re fo re  can n o t be o rg an 
ized. E ach  one of th e  im m o rta ls  w ill be an  
organized  in d iv id u a l, sep a ra te  an d  d is tin c t 
from  every  o th e r ind iv idua l. N everthe less 
T he Open D oor is  a  b eau tifu lly  p r in te d  and  
w ell ed ited  paper.

Say, th is  office is  n o t an  agency  fo r 
soul-m ates! I t  is  n o t a m a trim o n ia l b u reau , 
i t  is n o t a  free  love e stab lishm en t. T h ere  a re  
le t te rs  com ing to  m e every  day, on th is  sub
jec t, th a t  go r ig h t in to  th e  w aste  basket.

You m u s t w o rk  o u t y o u r own salvation 
th ro u g h  y o u r ow n sp ir it .  How did I find 
“She w hom  m y  sou l loves?” I don’t  know; 
fo r th e  life  o f m e I  can n o t te ll how i t  came 
about. I w as tr a v e lin g  th ro u g h  th e  w ilder
ness, th e re  w as n o t a n y  road , fo r no one had 
gone th a t  w ay  befo re  m e. I  ju s t kep t going 
r ig h t  a long  th ro u g h  th e  quagm ires, briers, 
th ic k e ts  an d  u n d e rb ru sh . I  never thought 
to  b laze th e  w ay. I t  w as a k in d  of calf path, 
anyw ay. T he  on ly  th in g  I know  is  th a t  I am 
H ere.

I do n o t see how  som e people get 
a lo n g  in  th e  w orld . F o r  in stance , people 
w ho ge t Christian  re g u la r ly  continue to 
send  th e i r  le t te r s  to  L it tle  Rock. Others 
w an t to  stop  Christian  by  re tu rn in g  their 
p ap e r w ith o u t an y  nam e  o r address. The 
o th e r  day  a  lad y  w ro te  to  E lean o r K irk , com
p la in in g  she  h a d  sen t m e m oney and a  letter 
la s t  w in te r  b u t h ad  h e a rd  n o th in g  from  it. 
T h e re  w as no ad d re ss  g iven  in  th e  le tte r, so 
n e ith e r  M rs. K irk  n o r  m yself could help her. 
Of cou rse  she w ill n o t see th is  notice, as she 
does n o t g e t th e  paper, an d  we canno t send it 
to  h e r  u n ti l  we find o u t w here  she lives. All 
su ch  le t te r s  a re  p laced  on file, w ith  a  strong 
m en ta l tre a tm e n t, say in g , w rite  again  and 
give y o u r add ress.

“W ill you  k in d ly  in fo rm  us through 
Christian  w h e th e r  a n y  evidence is to be 
found  in  th e  B ible in  su p p o rt of th e  theory 
th a t  P ila te  w as th e  b ro ther-in -law  of Jesus 
C h ris t?  I t  is  so h e ld  by  c e rta in  m etaphysi
c ian s  here . A lso g ive  u s  y o u r view s upon 
th e  su b jec t o f d ivorce, an d  u n d e r w hat cir
cu m stan ces i t  is  ju s tifiab le .”

I n ev e r h ea rd  of y o u r f irs t question  before, 
an d  can n o t see th a t  i t  h a s  a n y th in g  to do 
w ith  m e taphysics . T h ere  is  n o t anything 
in  th e  B ible to  su p p o r t th e  theory . In  an
sw er to  y o u r second question , th ere  is no 
such  th in g  as  d iv o rc in g  a n d  m arry in g  by 
m an . W h a t God h a th  jo in ed  to g e th e r cannot 
be p u t a su n d e r . W h a t m an  h a s  joined can 
be un jo ined . C om m on sense, good judgm ent 
an d  th e  sense of ju s tic e  m u s t govern  in all 
m an-m ade m a rria g e s  an d  m an-m ade divorces.

“A re  you  p o sitiv e  o r negative? If 
th e  fo rm er, w ould  y o u r tr e a tm e n t reach one 
w ho is  a lso  th a t?  My p a re n ts  a re  said to 
h ave  b o th  been  positive , and  I am  the  same. 
B ut, a lth o u g h  i t  is  sa id  th a t  I  now  possess 
m agnetism , th e  e le c tric ity  h as  nearly  been 
used  up. C ould th e  la t te r  fa c t account for 
th e  fa ilu re  of tr e a tm e n ts  to  reach  m e?”

S ince th e  com ing  of “ She w hom  m y soul 
loves” I am  b o th  positive  and  negative. In 
g iv ing  tr e a tm e n ts  I u se  th e  D iv ine  Masculine 
an d  th e  D iv ine  F em in in e , an d  therefo re  I 
Am th a t  I AM. T h is  pow er is  becom ing my 
second n a tu re , th a t  is, I am  g e ttin g  to un
d e rs ta n d  it. Of course th e  W ord  is  always 
bo th  positive  and  negative . F o r  the  tre a t
m en ts  to  re ach  you i t  is  n ecessa ry  th a t  you 
becom e recep tive , th a t  is, n e ith e r  positive 
n o r negative . “V erily , verily , I say  unto  you, 
excep t ye becom e as l i t t le  ch ild ren  ye can in 
now ise e n te r  in to  th e  k ingdom  of heaven.

“Do you  m ean  by  ‘reg en era tio n ’ tha t 
a  person  can so sp ir itu a liz e  th e i r  body tn  
th ey  do n o t have  to  go th ro u g h  th e  chang 
called  d ea th ?  W ill th e y  becom e you th fu l in 
appearance , o r w ill th e y  hold th e ir  wrinKi 
and  bald  h ead s?”

I m ean  th a t  d ea th , th e  la s t  enem y, w ill be 
destroyed . T he  old body w ill be th row n off, 
a  l i t t le  a t  a  tim e , u n ti l  i t  w ill have  entirely
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d isappeared . W rink les, bald heads and  
bandy  sh an k s  w ill be no m ore. Apollo and  
V enus w ill becom e re a lit ie s  in s tead  of m ere 
dream s. I AM Balcom , w ho w as h ere  th e  
o th e r day, decla res he is  b u ild in g  a  body to  
su it h im self. H e h a s  th e  co rrec t idea, and  
if  he does n o t succeed som e o th e r  m an  w ill. 
T he idea  h a s  ta k e n  hold of th e  h u m an  m ind  
and  i t  w ill n ev e r le t go u n ti l  th e  new  m an 
and  th e  new  w om an a re  m ade p erfec t in  love. 
I f  you g e t th e re  before  I do, te ll th em  I am  
com ing too.

I .have no apology to  m ake fo r sh u t
tin g  m y house  d u rin g  th e  su m m er and  going 
to  m y cab in  in  th e  m o un ta in s . D enver w as 
filled w ith  to u r is ts  a ll sum m er. M any of 
these  w ere m y fr ien d s  and  p a tro n s. W hen 
th ey  called  a t  1566 M arion  s tre e t th ey  found 
th e  house silen t. W e have a ll been in  the 
m o u n ta in s  ro u g h in g  it. H elen  d id  n o t like  
to  go w ith  u s  a t  first, b u t soon began to  
en joy  so litude. A ll m y m ail w as fo rw arded  
to  m e da ily  from  D enver, th e re fo re  I have 
k ep t in  touch  w ith  you all. I t  h as  been a 
g lorious sum m er! T he com ing of “L ady  
B lanche” h as doubled m y pow er to  heal. She 
gives h e r  w hole h e a r t  and  m ind to  th e  people 
who w rite  me fo r healing . Now th a t  we 
have re tu rn e d  to  o u r hom e in  th e  c ity  we 
w ill g ive every  h o u r of o u r tim e  to  th e  su f
fe rin g  an d  tro u b led  ones w ho come w ith in  
o u r circle. B u t we canno t receive o r m ake 
calls. I t  w ould be u n ju s t to  th e  th o u san d s 
who a re  com ing  to  us th ro u g h  th e  m ail.

H ere  is  a  sam ple of le t te rs  I am  re 
ceiving, w h ich  goes to  show  th a t  th e  S p ir it 
is r ig h t in  send ing  Christian w ith o u t pay
ing  in  advance. J u s t  th e  o th e r day a  lady 
sen t fifteen do lla rs  to  app ly  on subscrip tion  
to  Christian .

“T hom as J . S helton : Y our p ap er h as
come to  m y ad d ress  fo r som e years . I have 
n o t responded, th in k in g  if  I d id  n o t you 
w ould stop  send ing  it. T im e has gone on 
and  th e  pap er s t il l comes. I have come to 
like y o u r w ay  of g iv in g  ou t y o u r th o u g h t 
and w ill now  send  five do llars. C annot say  
th a t  i t  pays fo r w h a t I have received. You 
probably  know  if  th is  pays fo r w h a t I have 
received. You can  send  on th e  pap er and 
th en  I sh a ll know  th a t  I am  n o t ow ing you 
any th in g . I am  now  ju s t  a t  th e  close of m y 
81st year, an d  expect to  come up to  m y one 
h u nd red  y ea rs  in  th is  life. W ish ing  success 
to you in  y o u r w ork, and  if I con tinue  on I 
shall w an t paper. M rs. M. A. P .”

I will say to th is  young lady of 18 (just 
reverse the figures of 81 and you have i t ! ) 
th a t she will not be indebted to me un til she 
is a t least five years younger than  she is 
now. Christian  ju s t keeps a-going un til the 
people become acquainted, and then the 
money comes w ithout any trouble.

"I'-'&'X- L e t m e say  r ig h t here , once fo r all, 
th a t  m y correspondence is  s tr ic t ly  confiden
tia l. You need  n o t send to  m e fo r th e  nam es 
and  add resses of th e  persons w hose in itia ls  
appear in  Christian . M any persons have 
w ritte n  to  me, fo r in s tan ce , fo r th e  address 
of “H. L .,” w hose le t te r  appeared  in  th e  
ed ito ria l, “C asting  O ut D evils.” W hy, I 
w ould no m ore th in k  of g iv in g  th e  address 
of one of m y co rresponden ts , w ith o u t th e ir  
perm ission , th a n  I w ould e n te r  th e i r  p riva te  
ap a rtm en ts  w ith o u t knock ing . L e tte rs  w ith  
in itia ls  a re  pub lished  fo r th e  benefit of the 
public, b u t th e  p riv a te  life  of th e  in d iv idua l

is sacred . In  th e  case of public teachers, th e  
g iv ing  of nam e and  address is by th e ir  au 
th o rity . M oreover, in  such cases as th a t  of 
“E lean o r” o r "H . L.,” pub lic ity  would in te r
fere  w ith  m y trea tm en ts . L ong a f te r  
E lean o r w as sound and  well I k ep t g e tting  
le t te rs  from  persons w ho w anted  to  prescribe 
fo r h e r  a ilm en ts. N ot a soul except E leanor 
and  m yself ever knew  of h e r  iden tity . Some 
of E lean o r K irk ’s co rrespondents th o u g h t 
she w as th e  afflicted one! B u t E . K. cam e 
ou t in  h e r  m agazine and  denied th e  allega
tion , and defied th e  a llig a to r. I have thou 
sands of p a tien ts , and  they  a re  ju s t as sacred  
in  m y eyes as m y own flesh and  blood. They 
te ll m e a ll of th e i r  sorrow s, th e ir  sufferings 
and  th e i r  secrets, know ing  th a t  every th ing  
is in  s tr ic t  confidence.

As you know , i t  is ag a in s t m y ru les 
to  receive callers. B u t th e  o th e r day Lizzie, 
th e  housekeeper, b ro u g h t to  m y p riv a te  office 
a  ca rd  w ith  th is  s tran g e  legend w ritte n  in  
in k :

I AM Balcom ,
G en’l M anager

I AM A ir F u n n e l E quipm ent 
Com pany 

for
R ailroad  Cars.

I t  w as th e  w eek of th e  a ssassin a tio n  of 
K in g  H u m b ert and  th e  a tte m p t on th e  life  
of th e  S hah  of P e rs ia . I questioned  L izzie 
a s  to  w h a t m an n er of m an  h ad  presen ted  
th e  card . She sa id  he  w as “a  fine-looking 
g en tlem an ,” so I v en tu red  dow n s ta irs . A 
m an  of abou t fifty  sum m ers in troduced  h im 
self and  d rew  from  h is  pocket m y red  book, 
en titled  “ I AM Serm ons.” H e had  found 
th e  book and  w an ted  to  find th e  m an. I 
soon found ou t th a t  he w as a  genu ine  d is
ciple o f th e  I AM and  had  inven ted  an  a ir  
funne l to  tak e  th e  place of ice in  re f r ig e r
a to r  cars. T here  a re  m illions in  it! H e h o t 
only called h im self I AM Balcom, b u t he 
calls h is  inv en tio n  “T he I AM A ir F unne l 
E qu ipm en t.” I w as very  g lad  to  find a m an 
w ho w as as b ig  a  fool as I am . H e has a 
b eau tifu l su it of new  h a ir  grow n on h is bald 
head , and  prom ises th a t  I shall have th e  
sam e lu x u r ia n t top-knot. T h is  is n o t a joke. 
I f  you don’t  believe i t  address C lark  Balcom, 
145 La Salle s tree t, Chicago.

I am  n o t so lic iting  anybody’s p a t
ronage. I am  n e ith e r  a  leade r n o r follower. 
T he only th in g  I can do fo r you is to  speak 
th e  S ilen t W ord fo r you u n ti l  you a re  able 
to  speak i t  fo r yourself. T here  a re  hundreds 
and  thousands of people who have no t been 
tra in ed  to  th in k  fo r them selves. T hey  a re  
engaged in  business, in  household affairs, 
and th e ir  m inds a re  so tak en  up w ith  o th er 
th in g s th a t  th ey  canno t give a tten tio n  to 
them selves. I t  is  perfec tly  leg itim ate  and 
ra tio n a l fo r such persons to  employ a  m en ta l 
healer. I give m y e n tire  a tten tio n  to  th e  
needs of o th e r people. D ay by day I am  
tra in in g  m y m ind  to  th in k  ou t these prob
lem s fo r you. T herefore , w hen I tak e  up 
your case and  begin  to  speak the S ilen t W ord 
fo r you, th e  v ib ra tio n s  begin to  w ork for 
y o u r good. B u t don’t  come to  me in  a  p a t
ron iz ing  way, as though  you could h ire  me 
fo r so m uch m oney to  do a  certa in  am ount 
of th in k in g . I give you tre a tm en ts  because 
I love you, no t because I love your money. I

could issue a daily  paper filled w ith  te s ti
m onials. E ach m ail is  so in te re s tin g  th a t  
ex trac ts  from  le tte rs  would m ake up a sp len
did m en ta l science m agazine. A t firs t I w as 
tem pted  to  give m y readers th e  benefit of 
these  sta tem en ts  of tru th , b u t now  I use 
them  in  m y own p riv a te  office to add  to  th e  
pow er and th e  s tren g th  of m y ow n w ork. 
O ur foreign m ail is increasing  to  such an  
ex ten t th a t  th e re  is seldom a m ail th a t  does 
no t b rin g  us foreign le tters.

“Dr. Shelton: L ilian  W. T hom pson’s 
a rtic le  in  A ugust Christian h as m oved me 
to  a sk  a  question, w hich I hope w ill be a n 
sw ered in  Septem ber Christian . I t  seem s, 
w hen we rem em ber how few  m en and  w om en 
of th e  e a r th  have a tta in e d  to  th e  ‘r ig h t use 
of know ledge,’ and  how s tro n g  a  hold th e  
v ib ra tio n  called D eath  has on th e  hum an  
race, th a t  i t  would be only logical to  suppose 
th a t  m any m en and  w om en w ould develop 
in  sp iritu a l know ledge a f te r  th e ir  soul-m ates 
(h av in g  been ig n o ran t them selves) had  m et 
th is  change called death . If  so, w hat th en ?  
If th e  one left on th e  e a r th  h as  developed 
in to  th e  rea l life  of love and  know ledge, o r 
sp iritu a l w isdom , can th e  m agnetic-electro 
c u rre n t flowing forever betw een tw in  souls 
be b rough t in to  objective m an ifesta tio n  be
tw een  those  on e a r th  and  those  in  heaven? 
T h is  question  m ay be a  foolish  one. I f  it  is, 
say  so. I w an t w isdom . M artha  D.”

Y our question , m y d ear M artha, is no t 
foolish. D eath  has no pow er to  separa te  
those w ho have been jo ined  together. J u s t  
la s t  w in te r  a  lovely young w om an cam e to  
m y door w ith  th is  sam e question  on h e r  lips. 
I w as alone in  th e  house and  answ ered  th e  
door bell. W e h ad  severa l in terv iew s, and  I 
found h e r  receiv ing  in s tru c tio n s  th ro u g h  
te lep a th y  from  h e r  lover, w ho had  passed 
ou t in to  th e  Sun. She re tu rn ed  E a s t and  is 
s t il l going fo rw ard  in to  th e  lig h t of T ru th . 
I t  is  a  w onderful revela tion  and  confirm ation 
of soul-m ates. H e is a  re s id en t of th e  Sun 
and  she  of th e  E a rth , and  yet co n stan t com
m unication  is  kep t up betw een th e ir  m inds. 
H e is th e  tu to r  and  she th e  pupil. T here  is 
no pow er in  e a rth , he ll o r th e  g rave to  sep
a ra te  those w hom  God h a th  jo ined  together.

One of m y m any  K ates, no m a tte r  
w hich one, w rite s  me as follow s:

“D ear F rien d — So I come back  to  you as a  
W edding Guest. I t  m ust be as T hom as C ar
lyle said , th a t  ce rta in  people on all p a r ts  of 
th e  e a rth  live in  th e  sp ir itu a l existence now, 
enough to  hold conversations. H e calls i t  
th e  ‘com m union of sa in ts .’ How we have 
to  reverse  ou r definitions! T he sa in ts  a re  
th e  s in n e rs  and  th e  s in n ers  sa in ts. H eaven, 
th e  orthodox  heaven, w ith  n o th in g  to  do, 
w ould be hell to  us. H ell o r im perfection ; 
som eth ing  to  do, is heaven. I t  comes to  me 
th a t th e  C hris t-d ram a is a  liv in g  passion 
p lay  th a t  tak es  place in  every  soul th a t  rises 
from  th e  an im al p lain . They had  th e  whole 
th in g  in  an c ien t E g yp tian  m ysteries, and  in  
th e  E leu sin ian  m ysteries of Greece. Passion, 
R esurrec tion , A scension—th e  in itia te  w as 
bound to  th e  cross, w hich  is pu re ly  a  sex 
sym bol, la id  in  th e  sepulchre, etc. People 
a re  bound to th e  cross as long as  they  a re  on 
th e  an im al sex-plane. We all w ander in  th e  
w ilderness, w e all m ake all th e  sta tio n s (o r 
agonies) on o u r w ay to  C alvary. One su
prem e crucifixion! A fte r th a t  we cannot 
suffer m ore, so we do n o t.”

W ell, K ate . T he m yste ry  of a ll m ysteries 
is  m o rta lity  itself. W hy should th e re  be any 
serpen t, any  sex, an y  cross, any  suffering, 
any  k ind  of im perfection . I do no t know ; I 
have n ev er found anyone who did know . I 
am  ju s t w a itin g  and  w atch ing  to  see w hat
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th e  n ex t un fo ldm en t w ill be. T h e re  is  one 
th in g  certa in , life  can  n ev er be understood  
from  th e  m o rta l side of it. T he  m ore you 
look a t  m orta lity , th e  m ore  you  a re  puzzled 
and  oppressed. Jo y fu lly  we e n te r  th e  womb, 
m o urn fu lly  we e n te r  th e  tom b. O ver and  
over, a round  and  a ro u n d , is  th e  m a rch  of 
m o rta lity . O ften I h e a r  th e  echo of th e  
p ray e r book say in g : “A s i t  w as in  th e  be
g inn ing , is now, an d  ever sh a ll be, w orld  
w ith o u t end. A m en.”

“H ow long does i t  ta k e  th e  average  
m ind to  rea lize  th a t  i t  an d  God a re  one? I 
have been fu lly  n in e  m o n th s t r y in g  to  find 
th e  C h ris t w ith in  me, an d  as  s tro n g  as  m y 
desire  is to  becom e conscious o f it, I  h ave  n o t 
succeeded.”

G reat Scott! Do you th in k  th a t  th e  new  
b ir th  can be accom plished, and  th e  ch ild  of 
e te rn ity  m atu red , in  th e  sam e tim e  i t  ta k e s  
to b rin g  fo r th  a  m o rta l baby? N ine  m onths! 
W hy, b less you, I w as in  th e  agonies of 
iso la tion  fo r m ore th a n  n in e  years! E ven  
now  I have to  speak  th e  s ile n t W ord to  
m yself to  rea lize  th a t  I am  n o t sep a ra te  from  
God. You m ay g e t th e  tr u th , so f a r  as 
th eo ry  is  concerned, in  one h ou r. B u t th e  
personal app lica tion  of th a t  t r u th  is  qu ite  
an o th e r th in g . I have follow ed th e  S p ir it  
da ily  fo r tw elve years , and  y e t I o ften  rav e  
“ag a in s t tim e  and  fa te ,” and  tr y  to  force 
th in g s. D own deep in  m y own conscious
ness I know  I am  God; an d  y e t m o rta l m an  
is  o ften  tossed upon th e  w aves of un cer
ta in ty . I know  th a t  m y own w ill come to  
me, th a t  th e re  is no p as t and  no fu tu re , b u t 
an  ev erlastin g  now.

“The s ta rs  come n ig h tly  to  th e  sky,
T he tid a l w ave u n to  th e  sea;

N or tim e  n o r space, n o r deep n o r h igh,
Can keep m y own aw ay from  m e.”

In  the  Silence I know  th a t  th is  is  tru e , 
b u t in  th e  N oise I o ften  forget. W hile we 
a re  in  m o rta lity  we m u s t go in to  th e  S ilence 
every  day, “L est we forget, les t w e fo rg e t!” 
I t  w ill tak e  m ore th a n  n in e  m on ths to  come 
in to  a  rea liza tio n  and  recogn ition  of th is  
tru th .

“A re th e  H ebrew  and  G reek w ords 
‘sheo l’ and  ‘hades’ p roperly  tra n s la te d  in  th e  
B ible? Do they  m ean an  ev e rla stin g  hell, o r 
sim ply  th e  g rave o r p it?  I t  is h a rd ly  th in k 
able th a t  m illions of in te llig en t people could 
be hoodooed fo r cen tu rie s  in to  th e  belief of 
a  red-hot he ll un less i t  w ere tru e .”

T he above question  is from  a  te n d e r
h ea rted  w om an, w ho rea lly  believes in  th e  
orthodox  hell. She is an g ry  w ith  h e r  h u s
band  because he does n o t believe in  it. Now, 
m y dear, th e re  a re  m illions of in te llig en t 
people w ho have been  hoodooed fo r cen tu rie s  
in to  a  belief in  th e  efficacy of th e  pig-tail! 
M illions of in te llig en t people can be 
hoodooed in to  an y th in g . People a re  lik e  
sheep, w hen one jum ps th e  fence a ll th e  re s t 
follow. T he H ebrew  and  G reek w ords m ean 
th e  grave, th e  p it, th e  underw orld . In  o th er 
w ords, hell is  m o rta lity . I t  is an  everlasting , 
red-hot, fire and  b rim sto n e  he ll; b u t th e  
sam e person  does n o t a lw ays rem ain  in  it. 
H ell, as a  condition , alw ays ex is ts  fo r th e  
persons w ho need it. H ell is ev e rla stin g  fo r 
m o rta lity  w ill a lw ays ex ist. B u t b less you, 
th e  sam e persons w ill no t alw ays rem ain  
m o rta l. W e p ass  th ro u g h  he ll on o u r w ay 
to  H eaven. Som e one h as tru ly  said  th a t  to 
ap p rec ia te  heaven  w ell one needs abou t fif

te en  m in u te s  in  hell. F if te e n  m in u te s  is 
n o t long  enough  fo r som e of us. B u t w e a ll 
need  m ore  o r  less tim e  in  th e  fu rn ace  of 
fire. T he fire sh a ll t r y  every  m a n ’s w ork  of 
w h a t so r t i t  is. L e t m e em phasize, once fo r 
all, th a t  m o r ta lity  is  th e  only  k in d  of hell, 
and  i t  is ev e rla s tin g ; b u t n o t e v e rla s tin g  as 
a  p e rso n a l experience. T h ere  w ould  be no 
sense  in  a lw ays k eep ing  a  m an  in  hell. As 
you  pass  o u t you can  a lw ays say  ta -ta  to  
those  le f t beh ind  and  to  those  w ho a re  fol
low ing. So you see, m y d e a r g irl, u n d e rly 
in g  th e  orthodox  he ll is  th e  tr u th .

T he ed ito r of T he N a u tilu s  says th a t  
th e  h ig h es t com p lim en t she  ev er h e a rd  p a id  
to  S helton  w as “you can ’t  p u t an y  depend
ence in  w h a t he  says .” T h en  she  goes on to  
say  you can  depend upon  m ost an y  old th in g  
— th e  chu rch , th e  s ta te  o r M rs. E ddy , etc. 
She m akes a  v e ry  good po in t, b u t I believe 
you  can  depend upon  n e a rly  ev e ry th in g  I 
say  in  Christian . I know  n e a rly  ev e ry th in g  
p rin te d  in  Christian  is spoken  by th e  I AM. 
You m ay  accuse m e of in co n sis ten cy  an d  a ll 
th a t  k in d  of th in g , b u t t r u th  is  a lw ays p a ra 
doxical. T he fellow  w ho can  see on ly  one 
side of th e  sh ie ld  can  see only  a  h a lf  tr u th ,  
an d  a  h a lf  t r u th  is th e  v e ry  w o rs t fo rm  of a 
lie. I t  ap p ea rs  to  be th e  w hole t r u th  w hen 
i t  is  only  half. J e su s  C h ris t say s fo r a  m an  
to  fo rsak e  ev e ry th in g  o r  he can n o t g a in  th e  
t ru th ,  b u t in  th e  n ex t b re a th  he  say s th a t  
th e  m an  w ho g a in s  th e  t r u th  w ill g a in  every 
th in g  in  th is  w orld  an d  in  a ll o th e r  w orlds. 
T herefo re  th e  m an  w ho fo rsak es  ev e ry th in g  
does n o t rea lly  fo rsake  an y th in g . I le f t 
ev e ry th in g  li te ra lly  and  tru ly , lea rn ed  to  
h a te  ev ery th in g , an d  lo! I have  ga in ed  a 
h und red fo ld  m ore of ev ery th in g . T he p rom 
ise m ade in  L uke  xiv., 26, h as been a n d  is 
be ing  li te ra lly  fu lfilled  in  me. W here  is 
y o u r inconsistency?  I  know  th a t , w h e th e r 
you can depend upon w h a t I say  o r no t, I 
can  depend upon  w h a t is  sa id  to  me. T he 
k ingdom  of God in  m e is  m ore of a  re a lity  
th a n  th e  k ingdom  of a n y  k in g  o r em pero r 
upon  th e  ea rth . F id d les tick s! T h ere  is  no 
com parison  betw een  m y k ingdom  a n d  th e  
l i tt le  jack leg  em p ero rs  an d  k in g s  of th e  
ea r th . T h ere  is  no dan g er of an  a n a rc h is t 
shoo ting  me. I am  a  k in d  of an  a n a rc h is t 
m yself; an  in d iv id u a lis t is an  a n a rc h is t in  
p rin c ip le  b u t n o t in  p rac tice . A rea l a n 
a rc h is t is  nev er a  m u rd ere r. I am  no t 
a fra id  of B oxers o r B oers (am  a  l i tt le  sh y  of 
b o re s ). I re ig n  suprem e in  m y own k in g 
dom , w ith o u t opposition . I t  is a  b ig  th in g  to  
be th e  W hole T hing . T hrow  i t  a ll aw ay  and  
i t  w ill a ll come back  to  you. T he w eak  m en 
a re  those  w ho id en tify  them selves w ith  th e  
p a rts . A p a r t  of an y th in g  is a lw ays w eaker 
th a n  th e  whole.

T he follow ing le t te r  is  p rin ted , w ord  
fo r w ord, as w ritten . I t  is  from  a  m an  of 
m a tu re  years , who is a t  th e  head  of one of 
th e  g re a te s t financia l in s ti tu tio n s  of th is  
c o u n try :

August zu, lauo.
Thom as J . Shelton , D enver, Colo •

My D ear B ro th e r—As a  co n stan t re a d e r  c 
The Christian I w ish  to  m ake a  sta tem en  
to  you as a  m a tte r  of pu re  ju s tice . B orn , a 
I am , in  th e  sam e sign as  you rse lf (G em ini 
I apprehend  you, I th in k , co rrec tly  W he 
I first read  The  Christian I w as o ften  in  
pressed  by y o u r dual inconsistencies , and  ye

equally  so w ith  y o u r ab so lu te  honesty and 
d e te rm in ed  fa irn e ss  to  every  one. The I AM 
w ith in  you, in  i ts  o u treach  and  upreach, did 
n o t th e n  a lw ays becom e one w ith  T H E  I AM. 
You w ere a  d u a lis tic  m ascu line  appreciating, 
b u t n o t h a v in g  ap p ro p r ia te d  th e  D ivine Fem
in ine .

W hen, in  accordance  w ith  prophecy, 
B lanche cam e in to  yo u r life  she brought the 
e lem en t o f ea rth , an d  so of so lid ity , in to  your 
h um an , a iry , a sp ira tio n a l being, and an im 
m ed ia te  d evelopm ent began  w hich  each num
ber of T he  Christian  a tte s ts . T he doctrine 
of sou l m a tes  w h ich  you  had  strongly  de
nounced  on ly  a  few  m o n th s  p rev ious became 
a  re a lity  to  you  an d  so proved  itse lf true! 
Y our ex p ressio n s on v a rio u s  sub jects in The 
Christian  a re  now  w ell-balanced inspirations 
w h ich  a re  o f u n to ld  va lu e  to  the world! 
Y ou a re  now  re a c h in g  up  u n to  th e  Supreme 
S p ir it  w ith  fo u r  h an d s  in s tead  of two  and 
h a v in g  th em  filled  w ith  T ru th , and that 
m ak es free  w h erev e r i t  goes, so th a t  from 
th e  M odern A th en s  y o u r b ro th e r  Gemini 
reach es o u t bo th  h a n d s  in  joy fu l greeting 
and  h o ly  c o n g ra tu la tio n  to  you and  Blanche 
in  y o u r b lessed  u n ity  of soul (surpassing 
kn o w led g e), an d  p red ic ts  th a t  your grand 
w ork  of u se fu ln e ss  th ro u g h  T he Christian 
h as  on ly  ju s t  begun  (co m p a ra tiv e ly ) , so that 
a s  th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  daw ns and  becomes 
h is to ry  T he  Christian  w ill m ore and more 
C h ris tia n ize  i ts  in c re a s in g  n u m b er of pat
rons. T hereb y  th e y  becom e m ore and more 
recep tive  to  th e  h e a lin g  v ib ra tio n s, and also 
th o se  fo r g re a te r  success in  all th e  depart
m en ts  of h u m an  life. S in ce re ly  you r brother, 
G em ini.

You h ave  s ta te d  th e  case in  tru e  words. 
“B lanche” is  n o t on ly  m y  “balance wheel,” 
b u t she  is  m y  O ther Self. I w as not only 
b o rn  in  G em ini ( th e  T w in s ) , bu t born a 
tw in . P e rh a p s  m y tw in  b ro th e r  passed away 
th a t  m y  tw in  s is te r  m ig h t tak e  h is place. 
“B lanche,” b o rn  M ay 1, is  th e  very E arth  
(p o s itiv e  p o le ) , w h ich  th e  A ir (positive 
po le) in  m e dem anded  as a  su b s tan tia l basis 
fo r h ea lth , h ap p in ess  an d  prosperity . The 
p ro p h e tic  ou tlook  of m y  B oston friend is 
m ore  fa r-reach in g  th a n  I d a re  to  p rin t. Let 
u s  p a tie n tly  w a it fo r th e  com ing  ef the  tru th , 
th e  w hole tr u th ,  a n d  n o th in g  b u t the  tru th .

Hfc'X- T he  fo llow ing  com es to  me in  a pri
v a te  le t te r  from  an  M. D., w ho is also a 
p ro fesso r in  one of o u r la rg e  un iversities;

“Now, doctor, le t m e say—not in the 
s p ir i t  o f c ritic ism , fo r I w ould no t presume 
to c ritic ise  you— b u t in  re a d in g  ‘V ibrations, 
on page 20, I find th is  s ta te m e n t: ‘You read 
a  book an d  th e re  is  no m ovem ent in  your 
ow n s p ir i tu a l  n a tu re . I t  is  because the 
w ords of th e  book a re  dead  w ords. You can 
a lw ays te ll th e  gen u in e  by th e  th r il l .’ The 
one p rin c ip le  in  y o u r te ac h in g  th a t  does not 
com ply w ith  th is  te s t  is  yo u r belief in sun 
w o rsh ip ; i t  is  h ig h ly  rep u lsiv e  to  me and 
reduces you, in  y o u r m ajesty , to  an  idolater 
in  m y sig h t. T he  A ztecs w ere undoubtedly 
th e  p u re s t su n  w o rsh ip e rs  know n to history, 
and  th in k  of th e  h u m a n  to r tu re  and sacrifice 
of life  a n n u a lly  m ade  in  accordance w ith 
w orsh ip  of such  an  ob jective en tity  as the 
sun . I t  w ould  be difficult to  im agine a  more 
a tro c io u s scene th a n  th e  su n  dance of the 
O jibw ay In d ian s . If  th e re  w as any  wisdom 
in  th e  w orsh ip  of th e  su n  w hy should the 
sacrifice of h u m an  life  be perm itted , or even 
e n te r  th e  h e a r ts  of th e  devotees? Kindly 
an sw er th is , e i th e r  p r iv a te ly  o r in  Chris
tian . P lease  find enclosed five dollars.

I am  n o t a  su n  w o rsh ip e r. I am  the  Sun! 
T h ere  is  a  g re a t d ifference betw een worship 
and  recogn ition . T hose w ho w orship  seldom 
recognize. T he  m an  w ho bows before an 
idol w ould n o t do so if  he  recognized the ab
so lu te  w o rth lessn ess  of th e  idol. F ea r is the
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basis of a ll w orsh ip . W h a t is called aw e is 
m erely  fear. A m an  m ay  look a t  N iag a ra  
Falls, b u t he  does n o t w orsh ip  it. H e m ay 
gaze in to  th e  heavens, b u t if  he recognizes 
the geography  of th e  so la r system  and  is ac
quain ted  w ith  th e  p lan e ts  he  does n o t w or
ship. K now ledge does aw ay  w ith  h is  w or
ship. T he m yste rious, th e  aw fu l, th e  so- 
called sacred , loses a ll aw e-in sp iring  pow er 
w hen dissected  and  analyzed. Y our so-called 
sun  w orsh ip ers  tu rn e d  th e i r  backs to  th e  
sun, and  began  to  bow dow n before  th e  
shadow  east by th e i r  ow n ignorance. I t  is  
bu t a  step  from  sun  w orsh ip  to  m oon w or
ship. T hose w ho w orsh iped  th e  m oon and  
p u t th e i r  a lta rs  in  th e  groves w ere lewd, 
sensual and  dev ilish . T he tim e  h as com e for 
m an to  recognize h im se lf as S p ir it, and  
therefo re  iden tified  w ith  all th a t  re a lly  is. 
T herefore  I say  u n to  you th a t  I am  th e  Sun. 
I am  th e  m oon and  th e  s ta rs . I am  every
th ing , th e re fo re  I do n o t w orsh ip  any th ing . 
T his is freedom . T he reason  w hy m en be
came slaves is  because th e y  recognized o th er 
men as  th e i r  m as te rs . A ll w orsh ipers  a re  
in slavery  because th ey  recognize a  superio r. 
In  th e  k ingdom  of T ru th  th e re  a re  no su 
perio rs o r in fe rio rs . T here  is n o t a n y th in g  
or anyone h ig h e r  th a n  I am . T here  is no t 
an y th in g  o r anyone low er th a n  I am . I am  
the he igh ts and  I am  th e  dep ths. I am  above 
and I am  below. I am  om nip resen t, om nipo
ten t and  om nisc ien t. I am  th e  firs t an d  th e  
last, th e  beg in n in g  and  th e  end. T he recogn i
tion  of th is  u n ity  is freedom . Je su s  C h ris t 
tried  to  m ake us u n d e rs ta n d  th is  u n ity . He 
inv ites us to  s i t  dow n upon H is  th ro n e , as H e 
has sa t dow n upon th e  th ro n e  of th e  F a th e r . 
In o th e r w ords, th e re  is  only one th rone , one 
dom inion, one sovere ign ty , and  th is  is w ith in  
the ind iv idual.

“How can anyone a sk  th e  S p ir it to  
guide in  ta k in g  a  t r a in  o r in  an y  o th e r affa ir 
of life? How  can  one be su re  w h a t th e  an 
sw er is?”

I t  w ould tak e  m any  volum es to  answ er 
the above questions, and  then , perhaps , the 
answ er w ould n o t be understood . I t  is 
som ething you m u s t w ork  ou t from  w ith in  
your own self. T he m a in  th in g  is to  be still 
long enough to  g e t a  co rrec t an sw er from  
your own S p ir it. I f  you a re  anx ious and  
try  to force an  an sw er you w ill get w h a t you 
w ant, w h e th e r i t  is tru e  o r false. T he sub
jective m ind  is silenced by objective anx iety . 
T here is a  gen tle  s tilln e ss  p e rvad ing  the 
subjective w orld. I f  you d is tu rb  th is  s t il l
ness by m o rta l m ind  anx ie ty , fear, d is tress  
or a n y th in g  w hich  w ill m ake a  noise, you 
will fa il to get th e  tru th , T h is  is th e  reason 
why so m any  people th in k  th e  S p ir it  is  ly ing  
or deceiving. I t  is because you a re  try in g  
to compel th e  S p ir it  to give you w h a t you 
th in k  you desire. I f  th e  S p ir it  had  g iven 
me w hat I th o u g h t I desired  m y rea l desires 
would have been le f t unsatisfied . If  a ll my 
Prayers had  been answ ered , none of them  
would have been answ ered . I t  w ould have 
been a reg u la r jum ble. T he S p ir it of w isdom  
know s w h a t I need, and  th e re fo re  I leave 
every th ing  to  th e  m ind  of th e  S p ir it. I ask  
w hat day I should  do th is  o r th a t , and  re- 
Main s till long enough to g e t an  answ er. 
F o r in stance , in  look ing  fo r a hom e in  Den- 
ver, I th o u g h t I w as satisfied  m any  w eeks

before I found th e  place th a t  rea lly  filled 
fu ll m y desires fo r a hom e. T h is  place 
seem ed to  come to  me by an  accident, yet 
th e re  a re  no accidents. T hen  again , if  you 
have any  fea rs  o r doubts abou t the  answ er, 
you m ay  know  i t  is n o t th e  tru th . I am  
choosing fo r o th e r people every  day of the 
w orld . B u t a ll I do is  to  com m and them  to 
s ta n d  s t il l  u n ti l  th e  S p ir it  can lead  them  
in to  th e  T ru th . T h is  com m and to  stand  
s t il l  m ay  be rap id ly  followed by th e  com
m and  to  go fo rw ard . You only have to  s tand  
s till long enough to  get th e  tru e  W ord. Do 
n o t th in k  you a re  s tan d in g  s till w hen you 
a re  ju m p in g  up and  down in  you r tra ck s  and  
w rin g in g  you r h an d s w ith  anx ie ty  fo r fear 
you w ill n o t g e t th e  tru e  answ er. S tand ing  
s t il l  in  th e  tru e  sp ir itu a l sense is u tte r  in 
difference. T he only  w ay fo r the  S p ir it to  
gu ide you is fo r you to  stop try in g  to  guide 
yourself. T here  is bo th  a  subjective and 
objective m ind . T hey  can ’t  bo th  w ork  a t 
th e  sam e tim e. W hen th e  objective m ind is 
active, th e  sub jective m ind is silen t. God 
w ill n o t speak  to  you w hile  th e  devil is 
ta lk in g . T he devil is  m o rta lity . J u s t  as 
long  as you a re  follow ing th e  devil you w ill 
be fu ll of fears, doubts, d is tre ss  and  disease. 
A ll of these  “ D’s” belong in  th e  dev il’s do
m inion. T here  is  n o t an y  such th in g  as a 
devil in  rea lity . I t  m ay  be h ere  to-day and  
gone to-m orrow . I t  is a  dom inion of n ig h t
m ares, bad d ream s and  ind igestion . N ever 
a sk  th e  dev il w h a t tr a in  you a re  going to 
tak e  or how  you sha ll ac t in  any  business 
tran sac tio n . H e w ill te ll you a  lie. H e can
n o t te ll th e  tru th . H e is a  l ia r  and  the 
fa th e r  of it. A lie is no th ing , th e re fo re  th e  
fa th e r  had  to  be Old N othing. I t  is m atte r . 
You m ay  th in k  m a tte r  is su b s tan tia l. B ut 
a  fire (w h ich  is  som eth ing ) w ill b u rn  in to  
no th ingness th e  solid  g ran ite . Aye, in  the 
C hicago fire the  so-called im perishab le  steel 
and  iron  d isappeared  as so m uch chaff. If 
th e  elem ents, th e  su b s tan tia l sp ir itu a l ele
m ents, su rro u n d in g  th is  p lan e t w ere to  take  
fire o u r li t t le  w orld  w ould m elt like  a  snow
ball. W hat we call o u r ev erlastin g  h ills  
w ould no t la s t m any hours. T herefore , don’t  
depend upon th e  devil fo r any th ing . Ask 
th e  S p irit, th e  subjective, w here you should 
go, w hen you should go, how you should go, 
and  w hat you should  do. I t  is th e  re a l self 
ta k in g  com m and. W hen th is  changeable 
th in g  called the  devil, o r m a tte r , begins to 
ta lk  do you say: “Get thee behind me,
S a tan .”

MORE RELIGION.

By F lo ra  P a r r is  H ow ard.
I am  glad E dna w ro te  th a t  clear, strong  

a rtic le  on F a ith . I canno t u n d ers tan d  w hy 
you p rin ted  it, un less you a re  ge ttin g  m ore 
religion. You have sa id  th a t  you have 
n e ith e r re lig ion  n o r m orals. You have also 
sa id : “T here  is no re lig ion  in  Science, and 
no Science in  re lig ion .” Of course each in 
div idualized m an  or w om an m ust see th is  
fo r h im self o r herself, b u t to  m e th ere  is no t 
enough relig ion  applied  to  o thers by th e  
ones who th in k  th ey  have it. If  th ere  w ere 
th e  w hole w orld w ould n o t be in  such a 
tu rm o il as i t  is to-day. P riests , popes, 
churches, creeds o r m in is te rs  do no t m ake

religion. If they  had i t  in  re a lity  there  
w ould be none of these title s  of com m anding 
su p erio rity  in  profession only; i t  is th e  lack  
of i t  in  them  th a t causes the discord now and 
ever has. P ro fessing  an y th in g  is no  sign 
w hatever th a t  they  possess it. F o r  p rofes
sion and  possession a re  n o t synonym ous 
te rm s; th e  fo rm er we have had, w ith o u t th e  
la tte r , fo r ages. W ars and  bloodshed, to r
tu re s  and b u rn ings a t  th e  s take  have fol
lowed, a ll u n d er the nam e of re lig ion ; b u t i t  
w as profession only. H ad  th ey  possessed 
th e  rea l th in g  they  w ould have observed the  
law  th a t  th e  M aster p u t fo r th : “T herefore  
a ll th in g s w hatsoever ye w ould th a t  m en 
should do to  you, do you even so to  them , 
fo r th is  is th e  law .” T h is  is  relig ion. I 
heard  a  M ethodist m in is te r  p ray  yesterday : 
“May God bless and  uphold o u r a rm s aga in s t 
C hina and  a ll o th er n a tio n s  we a re  try in g  to  
subdue.” T h is  is  h is relig ion , try in g  to 
shoot in telligence in to  a  m an from  th e  m outh  
of a  cannon. Ingerso ll’s  p a rap h rase  on 
Pope’s “A n H onest M an Is  th e  N oblest W ork 
of God” read s: “A n H onest God Is th e
N oblest W ork of M an.” A n honest m an  has 
an  honest God. R elig ion  m eans “b ind ing  
fas t,"  and  w hen  i t  is bound fa s t to  you and 
you to  it, you w ill alw ays do rig h t. I like 
“g e ttin g  re lig io n ”— it  has long been a by
w ord and  slu r— and  g e ttin g  enough of i t  so 
i t  s tay s by you in  you r everyday  life. T h is 
is th e  F a ith  th a t  tak es  no den ial th a t  E dna 
w ro te  of.

In  n ea rly  a ll of C h ris t’s h ea ling  he  says, 
“accord ing  to  th y  fa ith , be i t  un to  thee ,” o r 
s im ila r  w ords. H e never in su red  any  one’s 
life. “S in  no m ore le s t a  w orse th in g  come 
un to  thee ,” o r  “N e ith e r do I condem n thee; 
go and  sin  no m ore,” has alw ays been the 
com m and. V7ho has lived it?  M any w onder 
w hy th ey  a re  n o t healed, and  w hy th ey  do 
n o t s tay  healed ; here  is  you r answ er. W hy 
did no t S ch la tte r’s p a tien ts  s tay  healed? 
A nd w hy did he n o t hea l m any  th a t  he did 
no t?  C h ris t h im self could no t have healed 
them . “A nd he did no t m any m igh ty  w orks 
there , because of th e ir  unbelief.” H ere  again  
is your answ er. You can get your life in 
su red  in  a  re liab le  stock  com pany fo r ten  or 
tw en ty  thousand  do llars; bu t you cannot in  
th is, fo r th e re  is no stock only w hat is 
w ith in  yourself, and  you a re  th e  company. 
So you have no com plain ts to  m ake of no t 
being healed o r s tay in g  healed only to  your
self and  of yourself. Y our diseased body is 
th e  re su lt of a  diseased life. C lean house! 
No one can do i t  a s  well as yourself. R e
lig ion is b road ; i t  has no bounds; i t  is 
C h ris tian ; i t  is C hris t-like; i t  is scientific, 
for i t  is honesty. E dna, receive m y th an k s  
fo r your F a ith ! You s tru ck  th e  keynote to 
th e  deepest m usic. You w ere b rave enough 
to beard  th e  L ion in  h is den, and  he p rin ted  
it. God bless you fo r w ritin g , and  h im  for 
p r in tin g  it.

H otel Oaks, Los A ngeles, Cal.

T he m ost solid com fort one can fa ll back 
upon, is th e  th o u g h t th a t  th e  business of 
one’s life— th e  w ork  a t  hom e a f te r  th e  holi
day  is  done— is  to  help in  som e sm all w ay 
to  reduce th e  sum  of ignorance, degradation  
and  m isery  on th e  face of th is  beau tifu l 
e a rth .—George E lio t.



6 C H R I S T I A N
“MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING.”

By B lanche Shelton .
“In  m a rria g e  can  w e d ispense  w ith  th e  

legal tie s  o r  fo rm al cerem ony  p rescribed  by 
th e  law s of th e  lan d ?”

C erta in ly ! T h is  seem s a  very  rad ica l 
s ta tem en t, b u t som ew here in  th is  u n iv erse  
every  soul has its  c o u n te rp a rt, its  o th e r ha lf. 
W hethe r these  ha lves w ill m eet, fo rm in g  th e  
perfect whole, is  a  question . I f  th ey  do, 
m an-m ade law s can n o t sep a ra te  them . T he 
m an and  w om an m ay  be legally  bound to 
ano ther, b u t if  th ey  belong  to  each  o ther, 
these o th e r bonds a re  su re  to  be dissolved. 
The finding of each  o th e r is  th e  m ore im 
p o rta n t th in g . W hen  th is  is  accom plished 
every  b a r r ie r  w ill be b u rn ed  aw ay. A ll th is  
ta lk  ab o u t d isp en sin g  w ith  th e  m a rria g e  
cerem ony is  m uch  ado ab o u t n o th ing .

Does i t  n o t seem  a b su rd  th a t  a  person , by 
m um bling  over a  few  w ords, can  m ake  a  m an  
and  a  w om an h u sb an d  an d  w ife? W h a t 
folly! M an and  h is  law s can  n e ith e r  m a rry  
n o r  d ivorce th em ; th e y  a re  fo llow ing  a  u n i
v e rsa l law  an d  a re  m a rrie d  by  th e i r  sp irits , 
hence by  th e  S p ir it. T he  S p ir it  jo in s  th em  
fo r th e i r  ow n h app iness  an d  unfo ldm en t, an d  
no  m an  can  say  th em  nay . I f  th e y  rea lly  
belong to  each o ther, th i s  u n io n  is  to  la s t  fo r 
e te rn ity , and  th ey  w ill ta k e  p rid e  in  recog
n iz ing  i t  before a ll th e  w orld , ca llin g  a tte n 
tion , by p erfec t harm ony , th a t  th e y  a re  One. 
If  th is  be so, w hy th e n  an tagon ize  th e  ex is t
ing  order of th in g s?  W hy b rin g  dow n op
position  and  in h a rm o n y  by defy ing  th e  ru le s  
and regu la tions m ade fo r p rom o ting  o rd e r 
and  th e  p ro tec tion  of th e  l i t t le  lives th a t  a re  
yet to e n te r th is  w orld? T hese ru le s  an d  reg 
u la tio n s canno t m a rry  you, n e ith e r  can  th ey  
divorce you. W here a m an  rea lly  loves a 
w om an w ith  a  pure, w hole-souled love, he 
w ill p ro tec t h e r  from  every  in ju ry , every  
h u rt , and  w ould  n o t p lace h e r  in  a position  
w here a  b re a th  o f scanda l w ould  w ound 
her. T hey  w ould d e lig h t to  s ta n d  up, h an d  
in  hand , an d  p roc la im  to  a ll th e  w orld  th a t  
th ey  a re  hu sb an d  an d  w ife, th a t  th e y  belong 
to  each o ther. T h is  th e y  w ould  do, i f  th e i r  
love w as p u re  an d  holy, a  th in g  of w h ich  to  
be p roud . W here  th a t  love (? )  is  secret, 
w here th ey  b oast th a t  a  m a rria g e  t ie  is  n o t 
necessary , th a t  th e y  w ill a lw ays be  t r u e  to  
each o th e r, etc., etc., th e i r  love is  n o t w o rth y  
of th e  nam e. W hile  I g ra n t th e  cerem ony 
is n o t essen tia l, if  i t  is  tru e  love, w hy do 
they  so fe a r  th e  “tie ? ” B ecause, w ay  dow n 
in  th e ir  h e a rts , th ey  know  th e ir  love is only  
a  p a ltry  im ita tio n , and  th ey  w an t to  be free  
to c as t i t  aside, like  a  squeezed lem on, and  
seek som e o th e r “ affinity,” w hen  th ey  have 
d ra in ed  th e  cup of p leasu re  d ry  and  reached  
th e  dregs.

P e rfec t love ca s te th  o u t a ll fear! T hose 
w ho h ave  experienced  i t  a re  n o t a fra id  
to  go th ro u g h  th e  m arria g e  cerem ony. I 
h e a r  som e one say, “How abou t a ll those  u n 
h ap p y  m arriag es , w here  uncongen ia l couples 
a re  tied  to  each o th e r and  canno t free  th em 
selves?” T hey  can and  do free  them selves. 
N o law  can  m ake a m an  an d  w om an live to 
ge th e r w hen  th e y  decide th a t  th ey  w ill not.
I f  th e y  co n sid er th ey  a re  honor bound to  
live  to g e th er, th e  law s of h o n o r s t il l  ex ist,

even  i f  th e y  h av e  n o t passed  th ro u g h  th e  
m a rria g e  cerem ony. In  th e  p re se n t s tage  of 
society  th e  cerem ony shou ld  n o t be d is
pensed  w ith . W hen  th is  re s tr ic tio n  is  no  
lo n g er needed i t  w ill be c a s t aside. B u t we 
a re  n o t a ll liv in g  up  to  o u r h ig h es t ideals, 
we a re  n o t a ll be ing  tru e  to  ou rselves, and  
a s  lo n g  a s  even  a  sm a ll p o rtio n  a re  fo llow ing  
along  m isgu ided  roads, society  m u s t be p ro 
tected , and  we show  o u r com m on sense and  
good ta s te  w hen  w e w illin g ly  conform  to 
th e se  law s. B y th e  w ord  society , I  m ean  
public  o rd er, th e  social life  of o u r coun try . 
W hen th e  tim e  com es th a t  we do n o t need 
th is  p ro tec tio n  th e  m a rr ia g e  cerem ony w ill 
becom e obsolete.

I t  seem s to  m e th a t  too m uch  tim e  is 
w asted  upon  th e  so-called “sex q uestion .” 
W hy d iscu ss i t?  W hy  th in k  of i t?  T he 
op in ions you a sk  fo r a re  m ere ly  th eo rie s , o r 
a t  th e  v e ry  b es t a  p e rso n a l experience. A n
o th e r 's  experience can n o t affect us. W e 
m u s t each  liv e  o u r  ow n lives, g a in  o u r  ow n 
experience, an d  p ass  th ro u g h  o u r ow n u n 
fo ldm en t. You can n o t develop m e a n y  m ore 
th a n  I can  develop you. So w hy  n o t leave 
th a t  a ll-ab so rb ing  qu estio n  to  ta k e  ca re  of 
itse lf?  L e t i t  w o rk  o u t i ts  ow n sa lv a tio n , 
w h ich  i t  is  bound  to  do. I f  you do not, sex 
is  a p t to  m a s te r  you in s te a d  of you  m a s te r in g  
sex. No one can  se ttle  i t  fo r  y o u ; i t  w ill 
se ttle  itse lf. B y try in g  to  force a  se ttlem en t 
you a re  m erely  p lac ing  obstac les in  th e  w ay 
of a  c lea r u n d e rs tan d in g . D rop th e  problem , 
cease to  care  w h e th e r i t  is  ev e r solved, s top  
th in k in g  of it, an d  som e m o rn in g  you w ill 
w ake up  w ith  th e  t r u th  sh in in g  o u t c lea r 
an d  b r ig h t befo re  you. W hen  th a t  tim e  
com es you w ill re ach  y o u r h ig h e s t idea l of 
sp ir itu a li ty , love and  soul g row th , fo r they  
a re  a ll lin k ed  toge ther.

HOPE.

B y E d n a  S h e lto n  M artin .
“I t  is  good th a t  a  m an  hope a n d  q u ie t  

w a it.”
B u t how  m an y  people can  b e a r  to  go plo 

d in g  on, m eek ly  a w a itin g  th e  fu lfillm en t < 
a  desire?  M ost o f you w a n t w h a t you  w an 
and  w a n t i t  th e n  an d  th e re . B y y o u r ow 
re s is tan ce  you  h in d e r  in s tead  of help in  
yourselves. You t r y  to  d rive  ev e ry th in g  b 
fo re  you by  th e  pow er of y o u r ow n w ill h 
s tead  of rea liz in g  th e  fac t th a t  th e re  is  onl 
one w ill. T h is  is  th e  God-will. W h en  yo 
com e to  u n d e rs ta n d  th is  w ill, you  w ill b 
w illin g  to  “hope an d  q u ie tly  w a it,” know in  
th a t  “God w o rk e th  in  you to  w ill an d  to  d 
h is  good p leasu re .”

H ope, in  i t s  p r im a ry  sense, m eans “to  e: 
ten d , to  reach  fo rw ard .” T h u s  w h en  yo 
sen d  o u t v ib ra tio n s  fo r y o u r ow n success 
you a re  unconsciously  “reach in g  fo rw ard  
fo r h ea lth , h app iness  an d  p ro sp e rity . Yo: 
a re  recogn iz ing  y o u r D iv ine r ig h t to  th e s  
th in g s . T here fo re  you  shou ld  h av e  a; 
ab u n d a n t en tran ce  in to  th e  fu ln ess  o f jo; 
and  glory . H ow  a re  you com ing  in to  pos 
session  of yo u r k ingdom ? By “reach in g  for 
w a rd ” an d  “q u ie tly  w a itin g .” E v e ry  da; 
so m eth in g  w ill come. You w ill find th a t  “ ii 
repose lies a ll p o w er!”

I a lw ays lik e  to  th in k  of th e  m ean ing  eacl 
flower conveys. T he  flow ers speak  to  us, 1:

o n ly  w e w ou ld  sto p  to  In te rp re t the ir lan
guage. H ope  is  rep resen ted  by the snow
drop.

“As H ope, w ith  bow ed head, silen t stood, 
A nd on h e r  go lden  an ch o r leant, 

W atch in g  below  th e  a n g ry  flood,
W hile  W in te r, 'm id  th e  d rearim ent 

H alf-bu ried  in  th e  d rif te d  snow,
L ay  sleep in g  on th e  frozen ground,

N ot heed in g  how  th e  w ind  did blow,
B it te r  an d  b leak  on a ll a round:

She gazed on S p ring , w ho a t  her feet 
W as lo ok ing  a t  th e  snow  and  sleet.

S p rin g  sighed , an d  th ro u g h  th e  driving gale 
H e r w arm  b re a th  cau g h t th e  falling snow, 

A nd fro m  th e  flakes a  flower as pale 
D id in to  spo tless  w h iteness  blow;

H ope, sm iling , saw  th e  blossom  fall,
A nd w atched  i ts  ro o t s tr ik e  in the earth— 

‘I w ill th a t  flow er th e  Snow drop call,’
A nd th ro u g h  a ll ages i t  sha ll be 
In  rev eren ce  held , fo r love of me.”
A fte r  th e  long  w in te r  comes the Snow

drop, and  a t  s ig h t of th e  li t t le  flower new 
life  com es to  us. I t  fills us w ith  Hope, for it 
te lls  u s  th a t  S p rin g  w ill soon be here. All 
N a tu re  re jo ices in  th e  re tu rn in g  sun and 
w arm th . A ll th a t  is a live  becomes more 
th o ro u g h ly  alive, an d  ex istence is a pleasure. 
W hy  n o t keep  c o n s ta n tly  in  th is  vibration? 
You w ho h ave  g row n  d iscouraged over many 
rev e rse s  an d  rep ea ted  strugg les , lif t your 
head, sm ooth  th e  cloud o f care from your 
brow , an d  le t  th e  V oice of H ope sing  in  your 
h e a rt . T hen  you w ill find your whole life 
changed . A ll N a tu re  w ill tak e  on a new 
aspect. You w ill find in  every tree, shrub 
an d  flower a  co m fo rtin g  friend  th a t will not 
tu r n  from  you. You w ill have better health, 
a  c le a re r m ind , and  m ore  money than  you 
ever had  before. You w ill be a t  peace with 
God; w hich  m ean s a t  peace w ith  yourself.

P e rh a p s  th ese  w ords w ill reach  the eye of 
som e one in  one of o u r  so ld iers’ homes, or 
som e overw orked  m o ther, som e young girl 
m ade old by  a  b u rd en  too heavy for her 
sh o u ld e rs  to  bear, som e young  m an who has 
tr ie d  so m an y  tim e s  fo r a  "job” and failed 
to  g e t it , som e e ld e rly  person  w ho has come 
to  feel th a t  “ I ’m  on ly  in  th e  w ay!” If, as 
you read  th ese  lines, you  w ill remember 
ab o u t th e  snow drop  an d  ta k e  courage, I will 
h ave  accom plished  th e  pu rpose of my writ
ing. P a p a  u sed  to  say  he  tre a te d  Chbistian 
before i t  w en t o u t to  each subscriber (and 
he  did, an d  does to -day ), b u t I have treated 
each w ord  th a t  I h av e  w ritten . I am not 
a d d re ss in g  you  w ho h ave  com e in to  the king
dom  of y o u r own, b u t th e  one who is cast 
dow n an d  o u t o f hope. B race  up, dear 
fr iend , an d  “reach  fo rw ard .” You are not 
“one in  m illio n s ,” b u t T H E  ONE. Get this 
idea  fixed firm ly  in  y o u r m ind, and you will 
know  th a t  you a re  n o t old,, you do not have 
to  c a rry  bu rd en s , you a re  n o t in  the way, 
and  you w ill g e t a  s itu a tio n . T his is the 
W ord I send  o u t fo r you. A gain I say, re" 
m em ber th e  snow drop , th e  harb inger of 
sp ring , th e  m essenger o f Hope.

H ope stooped an d  k issed  h e r  s is te r  
A nd sa id , “F o r  h o u rs  w hen thou  a r t  go 

I ’m  le f t a lone  w ith o u t a  th in g  
T h a t I can  fix m y h e a r t  upon;

’T w ill cheer m e m an y  a lonely hour,
And in th e  fu tu re  I shall see 

T hose w ho w ould  s in k  ra ised  by th a t now , 
T h ey ’ll look on it, th e n  th in k  of thee,

A nd m an y  a  w eary  h e a r t shall sing, „ 
“T he Snow drop  b r in g e th  H ope and  Spring,



C HR I S TI AN 7
THOSE WHO DO NOT LIVE BY THE WAY.

The dea th  of W illiam  S te in itz  in  th e  in 
sane w ard  of a p r iv a te  h o sp ita l w ill doubt
less he reg a rd ed  by m an y  as  a n o th e r p roof 
th a t gen ius and  m adness a re  closely allied .

S te in itz  w as probab ly  th e  g re a te s t m as te r 
of th e  com plicated  gam e of chess th a t  h as  
a risen  since th e  day of P au l M orphy. H is 
so lu tion  of 'difficult chess problem s, and  h is 
w onderfu l fe a ts  o f m em oriz ing  p lays m ade 
him  a m a s te r  of th e  checkered  board . T here  
is li tt le  doubt th a t  h is  close ap p lica tion  to  
th e  in tr ic a te  p rob lem s of chess d rove h im  to  
in san ity , and  h is  d ea th  is an  effective w arn 
ing  to  those  w ho th in k  an d  d ream  of n o th in g  
bu t one sub ject.

M any A m erican  bu sin ess  m en  to-day a re  
allow ing th e  p rob lem s of success to  over
come them  ju s t  a s  th e  problem s of th e  board  
even tua lly  overcom e th e  m a s te r  o f th e  gam e 
of chess. T he d oc trine  of c en tra liza tio n  and  
specialization  h as been p reached  u n ti l  i t  has 
extended to  m en ’s v e ry  th o u g h ts , an d  in  con
sequence th e  in d iv id u a l who does n o t “tak e  
h is business hom e to  d in n e r” is  an  exception 
ra th e r  th a n  th e  ru le . E ven  in  E n g lan d  th is  
sp irit is  becom ing m ore noticeable, as evi
denced by th e  w elcom e recen tly  extended  to  
an  A m erican  s tre e t  ra ilw ay  m agnate , in  th e  
hope th a t  he “w ould w ake London up .” Yet 
the h ap p ies t and  longest-lived w ere those 
who

“Lived in  th a t  p a s t G eorgian  day,
W hen m en w ere  less inc lined  to  say
T h a t ‘T im e is  gold ,’ an d  overlay  

W ith  to il th e i r  p leasu re .”
W hen th e  cause of th e  d ea th  of such  m en 

as S te in itz  is  so u g h t i t  w ill be found  th a t  th e  
m adness and  succeeding obliv ion do no t 
come so m uch from  th e  m ere possession of 
gen ius a s  from  th e  in a b ility  to  tem p er life 
w ith  enough v a rie ty  to  overcom e th e  lu rk in g  
deadliness of th e  spec ia liza tion  h ab it.—D en
ver R epublican.

I tak e  th e  above te x t from  an  ed ito ria l in  
the D enver R epub lican  fo r th e  pu rpose of 
p reach ing  a  serm on. T h ere  is  som eth ing  in  
M ental Science called  concen tra tion , and  I 
am  co n tin u a lly  asked  to  d ire c t people a s  to  
how th ey  a re  to  concen tra te . T hen  th e re  is 
som ething else called  chem icalization , a 
w ord coined by  M rs. E ddy . T he w ord chem 
icalization  is  enough  to  produce th e  effects 
w hich i t  is  in ten d ed  to  nam e. B y th is  w ord 
i t  is  in tended  to  convey a  k in d  of seeth ing , 
boiling, sp u tte r in g  cond ition  of th e  in te llec t. 
C oncentra tion  g en era lly  b rin g s  on chem ical
ization. B u t chem icaliza tion  is  ju s t  an o th e r 
nam e fo r go ing  crazy . T he  h u m an  m ind  can 
not bear too m uch  con cen tra tio n  on any  one 
subject. To co n cen tra te  th e  m ind  on as  lo fty  
a  sub jec t as C h ris tia n  Science, o r M ental 
Science, w ill soon produce so ften in g  of th e  
b ra in . W h a t do I adv ise  in  re fe rence  to  con
cen tra tion?  D on’t  concen tra te! W hen any 
one asks m e how  th ey  sh a ll p rac tice  concen
tra tio n , I  a lw ays g ive P u n ch ’s  advice to  those 
about to  m a rry : "D on’t ! ” I t  is  a  very  bad 
business. I t  u p se ts  th e  in te llec t. I t  p ro 
duces m en ta l ind igestion .

W hat, p ray , a re  you go ing  to concen tra te?  
T he m ora l m in d ?  I f  so, w h a t good is  th e re  
in  it?  You can ’t  con cen tra te  th e  D ivine 
Mind. You have no pow er to  focus th e  U ni
versa l M ind on an y  one sub jec t. C oncen tra
tion , then , is  a  c h a ra c te r is tic  of m o rta l m ind. 
The sp ir itu a l m ind  is  ch arac te rized  by re 
pose. I f  you w an t to  reach  re su lts  th ro u g h  
the sp iritu a l m ind you m u s t cu ltiv a te  repose. 
"Be s till, an d  know  th a t  I AM G od!” You 
can’t  w ork ou t these  problem s by th e  phys

ica l ac t of th in k in g . T hey  m u st come up in  
you in  th e  fo rm  of illum ina tion . T he Sun 
sh ines, b u t you don’t  sh ine  th e  Sun. The 
Sun  m ay  sh ine  on you and  in  you, b u t you 
don’t  sh ine  it. T hus i t  is w ith  sp iritu a l un- 
fo ldm ent. I t  comes up from  w ith in  you and 
unfo lds like th e  g row th  of a  p lan t. Jesus 
sa id : “T he kingdom  of heaven is like un to  
a  m u s ta rd  seed.” No m an  ever had  th e  
pow er by concen tra tion  to  c rea te  a  m u sta rd  
seed. T he seed is  and  i ts  un fo ldm ent is  by 
th e  law  of its  own being. The sam e is tru e  
of sp ir itu a l in sp ira tio n . I t  is w ith in  you and 
th e  best w ay to  b rin g  i t  ou t is to  le t i t  
alone.

T he hum an  m ind caw b ear ju s t so m uch 
and  no m ore. I t  is  a  very  w eak in s tru m en t. 
T ru th  does n o t come th ro u g h  th e  hum an  in 
te llec t; i t  comes from  th e  sp ir it  w ith in , and 
th e  in te llec t is  a  k ind  of moon, show ing the 
reflected lig h t of th e  sp irit. Suppose th e  
m oon should  t r y  to  get up a system  of con
cen tra tio n  in  o rd e r to  be a  Sun. Do you 
th in k  i t  w ould ever succeed? No m ore can 
ye become possessed of sp iritu a l know ledge 
by concen tra tion  of yo u r own m o rta l m ind. 
A ll th is  stru g g le  is useless. I know  a ll about 
th e  fu ss and  fea th e rs  of relig ion. I spen t 
m any y ea rs  blow ing and  puffing, agonizing 
and  sw eating  in  an  effort to g a in  sp ir itu a l 
know ledge. I w oke up one day  and  found 
ou t I w as a  fool. My so-called know ledge 
w as nonsense. I t  took  m e longer to  g e t a ll 
th a t  chaff and  ru b b ish  o u t of m y m ind  th a n  
i t  d id  to  p u t i t  th e re . I found  o u t th a t  w hen 
th e  S p ir it  w an ted  to  te ll m e an y th in g  th e re  
w as an  in n e r illu m in a tio n  w hich  revealed 
th e  T ru th  w ith o u t an  effort. T here  is  a  
c e rta in  am o u n t of education  necessary . I 
am  n o t ta lk in g  ag a in s t th e  stu d y  of books 
and  th e  m ak in g  of yourse lf tho rough ly  
fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  li te ra tu re  of the  ea rth , bu t 
I am  ta lk in g  ag a in s t th is  foolish  effort to  
concen tra te  th e  m ind  fo r th e  purpose of sp ir
itu a l illum ina tion . I t  does n o t come th a t  
way. W hen you sh u t ou t th e  noise and  con
fusion  of th e  w orld, th e  lig h t from  w ith in  
you w ill show  you a ll th ings. T he prom ise 
of Jesus C h ris t w as: “B u t th e  C om forter, 
w hich  is the  H oly S p ir it, w hom  th e  F a th e r  
w ill send in  m y nam e, he sha ll teach  you all 
th ings, and  b rin g  a ll th in g s  to  y o u r rem em 
brance, w hatsoever I have said  u n to  you.” 
You see th is  sp ir itu a l T ru th  is n o t only a 
teacher, b u t one th a t  ass is ts  th e  m em ory. 
I t  is w onderfu l how  fo rgo tten  th in g s  w ill 
come to  th e  m ind th ro u g h  sp iritu a l illum ina
tion! I t  is a  sh in in g  lig h t on th e  m orta l 
m ind, illu m in a tin g  a ll th e  d a rk  p laces of th e  
hu m an  in tellect.

A gain, Je su s  C h ris t says : “H ow beit w hen 
he, th e  S p ir it of T ru th , is come, he w ill 
guide you in to  all t r u th ;  fo r he sha ll no t 
speak  of h im self; b u t w hatsoever he shall 
hear, th a t  sh a ll he speak ; and  he w ill show  
you th in g s to  come.” Now th is  S p ir it of 
T ru th  has a lread y  come. H e has been on 
th e  e a r th  a  long tim e. I t  is an o th e r nam e 
fo r th e  I AM. T he I AM is  the W ord, th e  
m an ifesting  pow er of U n iversa l S p irit. T h is 
pow er is w ith in  you; i t  is called fo rth  in  the 
Silence. T herefo re  you listen , for “w h a t
soever he sh a ll hear, th a t  sha ll he speak.” 
You sim ply  lis ten  and  speak  w hat you h ear

from  th e  S p irit. T h is lis ten ing  is done in  
th e  Silence and  no t in  th e  Noise. F a th e r  
R yan  has expressed th is  th o u g h t v ery  beau
tifu lly  in  verse:

I w alk  dow n th e  valley of silence 
Down th e  dim  voiceless valley  alone;

And I h ea r n o t th e  fa ll of a  footstep 
A round me— save God’s and  m y own,

And th e  hush  of my h e a rt is as holy 
As hovers w here angels have flown.

In  th e  hush  of th e  Valley of Silence,
I d ream  all the  songs th a t  I sing ;

A nd th e  m usic floats down th e  d im  Valley 
T ill each finds a  w ord fo r a w ing,

T h a t to  men, like  th e  doves of th e  deluge, 
The m essage of Peace they  m ay bring .

B u t fa r  ou t on the deep th e re  a re  billows, 
T h a t never shall b reak  on the  beach;

And I have heard  songs in  th e  Silence 
T h a t shall never float in to  speech;

And I have had  dream s in  th e  Valley 
Too lo fty  fo r language to  reach.

T he silence is a  good place to  go to  fo r re s t 
and  re fre sh m en t; b u t i t  w ill n o t do fo r you 
to  tr y  to  s tay  th e re  a ll th e  tim e. You have 
often  heard  fa rm ers  ta lk  of diversified crops. 
T h is  m eans th a t  th e  sam e th in g  should no t 
be grow n every  y ear on th e  sam e ground. 
If  you ra ise  cotton  and  cotton  only, you w ill 
w ear ou t y o u r so il; th e  sam e th in g  m ay be 
said  of tobacco and  a lm ost ev ery th ing  else 
grow n in  th e  e a r th  fo r profit. D ivert your 
m ind! S tudy  m any  sides of m any questions. 
P lay  gam es, go to  th ea tre s , to  church , to  
th e  base ball g rounds, go fishing, b u t don’t 
go crazy over any  one th ing .

If  you could see th e  m any  le tte rs , from  
half-crazy people, on m y desk every  day, you 
w ould know  how serious I am  in  send ing  out 
th is  w arn ing . T h is is  an  age, an  hour, of 
m igh ty  though ts. Only a  well-poised m ind 
can  w alk  the  w aves of th is  New T hought, 
and  rid e  th e  billow s of th e  sun  v ib ra tio n s of 
new  love and  hope w hich a re  com ing to  the  
hum an  race. T herefo re  go slow! You a re  
no t going to  get le ft. Y our own w ill come to  
you. T here  is p len ty  of tim e ; fo r a ll e te rn ity  
is here , and  you only h in d e r by try in g  to  
hasten . R est, re s t in  th e  prom ises. They 
w ill all be fulfilled in  due tim e.

W hy should  you be in  such a  h u rry ?  The 
sense of e te rn ity  is th e  very  firs t th in g  you 
m ust gain . J u s t  a s  long as you a re  m a rk in g  
tim e you a re  in  th e  psychic a tm osphere  and 
u n d e r th e  dom inion of th e  moon. R estless
ness, th e  w an t of ease, the  feeling  as if  you 
w ere going som ew here, comes from  moon 
v ib ra tions. T he very  first consciousness of 
th e  S p ir it b rin g s re s t and  peace. T h ings 
m ay be w h irlin g  a round  you, b u t you are  
no t w h irling . You a re  su rp rised  a t  th e  ease 
w ith  w hich you s i t  s t il l an d  w atch  people 
ru n n in g  to  and  fro  on th e  ea rth . You are  
su rp rised  th a t  you ever w ere in  a h u rry  
about an y th ing . You have lost a ll of th a t  
feeling  th a t  you w ere w a itin g  fo r a  tra in . 
You a re  no longer in  a  h u rry  to  ca tch  th e  
lig h tn in g  express; you a re  n o t going any
w here and  you a re  no t com ing from  any
w here; you r own is n o t ru n n in g  awray  from  
you and  you a re  no longer filled w ith  the 
fe a r  th a t  you a re  go ing  to  m iss som ething. 
A ll these  sym ptom s show  th a t  you have come 
in to  sp iritu a l consciousness. T he sym ptom s 
of th e  psychic a re  restlessness, fever, excite
m ent, anx iety , and  above all th ings, fear. 
S p ir itu a l consciousness b rings repose.



BUSINESS NOTICES
Send seif-addressed and stamped envelope. I 

mean an envelope addressed to yourself. Since 
making this request, I have received envelopes 
stamped and addressed to myself.

Write your name and full address in every letter 
and mention the amount of money you enclose.

Christian is one dollar a year, payable at your 
own convenience. This means that you may 
pay at the beginning, middle or end of the year. 
Your name and address written on a postal card 
will bring you the paper, or stop it.

When wishing to discontinue Christian, don’t 
return the paper, but send your name and ad
dress on a postal card with the word "stop.” 
When you return the paper without giving any 
address, we have no means of knowing who 
returned it.

I give treatments for all kinds of diseases and 
troubles, including Poverty. These treatments 
are given free of charge, but you must enclose 
one dollar a month to pay current expenses. 
It takes time and money to answer letters. But 
the treatments are as free as the air you breathe.

jl can not answer questions and give lessons 
through private correspondence. Therefore, my 
letters are brief, but to the point. Questions 
will be answered and instructions given through 
the columns of Christian.

My book called “ The Law of Vibrations” 
contains my first lessons in the I AM science. 
It is sent post-paid for fifty cents.

“ I AM Sermons” is a book of twelve sermons, 
giving a scientific interpretation of the Scriptures. 
The book is much larger than “Vibrations,” but is 
sold at the same price. It contains a good likeness 
of the author. It is sent post-paid for fifty cents.

Money may be enclosed in the common mail, 
either silver or greenbacks, at my risk. But if 
you prefer, you may send money orders, either 
express or postal. Bank checks from small 
banks should not be sent, unless fifteen cents is 
added for collection. Canadian postal orders 
can not be collected, and there is a discount of 
five cents on the dollar on Canadian paper money. 
Canadian silver is only worth half-price.

In giving treatments I do not insure any cure, 
or make any promises. All I can do is to speak 
the Word every day and leave results to the 
Spirit. I can truthfully say that ninety-five per 
cent, of all who come to me receive benefit from 
my treatments, and all are put into the vibrations 
of Health, Happiness and Prosperity. Mental 
treatments are far ahead of medication, and the 
time will come when all diseases will disappear 
before the power of mind.

I am not soliciting anybody’s patronage. 
Christian does not receive advertisements or 
contributions. If you come to me for anything, 
come of your own free will and accord. State 
your case briefly, and write only one letter a 
month, unless something unusual occurs in your 
affairs. The power is in the Silence, and not in 
the Noise.

Address your envelope legibly; see that it is 
stamped and carefully sealed. Keep your own 
accounts! If I had to go into the book-keeping 
business, I would soon be disgusted with the 
whole line of work. I am not here for money mak
ing, but for the good 1 can do my fellow beings. 

Address all communications to
T h om as J. Sh elto n ,

1566 Marion St., Denver, Colo.

ThomasJ. Shelton.
THESE “ SERMONS” give a scientific interpretation to the common teach- 

ings of the Bible and Theology. They were written for advanced thinkers 
in Mental Science. The statements arc high, therefore are not suited to be
ginners, or those who are taking their first lessons in the New Thought. The 
book contains nearly two hundred pages, is beautifully bound in cloth, and 
has for a frontispiece a good likeness of the author. Sent post-paid to any 
address for fifty cents..........................................................................................

Thomas J. Shelton.
THIS BOOK consists of twelve lessons in the I AM Science. They are not 
* lessons for beginners, but for those who are advanced in the New Thought. 

High metaphysical statements are made without argument or elaboration. 
Nearly ten thousand copies have already been sold. It is bound in vellum. 
Sent post-paid to any address for fifty cents. These books are not on sale 
at stores or through newsdealers. Send all orders to

THOMAS J. SHELTON... K vT S S lS




