
THE EARTH, T H E  WORLD AND I.

By C h arlo tte  P e rk in s  S tetson. 
“Child,” sa id  th e  E a r th  to  me,

“W h a t can  you  do?
W hy do you try ?

Can you no t see
T h a t all you a re  and  can ever be 
Is th e  p roduc t o f H e red ity —

M erely th e  outcom e, su re  an d  true ,
Of o th er lives gone by?

B ecause y o u r an cesto rs  w ere  such,
B ack to  p rim eval slim e,

T herefore  you ail an d  sin  so m uch, 
T herefo re  ’tis  w a s te  o f tim e 

F or you to  seek to  s te e r your course 
F ree  of th is  cum u la tiv e  force.
B east, p la n t a n d  rock, yo u r s to ry  ru n s  
B ack to  th e  pow er th a t  sw ings th e  suns; 
A nd can  you disobey th e  law s 
T h a t m ove you from  th e  p rim a l cause? 
Peace, f re tfu l child! B e still!
And do m y w ill!”

“Child,” sa id  th e  W orld  to  me,
“W h at can  you do?
W hy do you try ?

Can you no t see
T h a t all th e  effort you  have  spen t 
Is  th e  p roduc t o f E n v iro n m en t—

T h a t your su rro u n d in g s govern  you, 
And circum stances n igh?

Because you’re  bo rn  in  such an  age,
Because you’re ta u g h t from  such  a  page, 
B ecause you r fr iends a re  so an d  so— 
T herefore you a c t an d  feel and  know  
J u s t a s  you do. In  v a in  you’ve tried  
To th ro w  th is  influence aside.
F ru i t  of yo u r cen tu ry  an d  race,
Y our fam ily  an d  dw elling-place,
Your education , w ork  an d  friends—
You have no ind iv idua l ends!
Peace, f re tfu l child! B e still!
And do m y w ill!”

Said I to th e  E a r th :  “D ear D irt,
Your rem ark s don’t  h u rt,
Being peacefu lly , p e rfec tly  tru e —
B ut th e  fa c t of m y com ing from  you 
Does no t a lte r  an o ther, m y d ea r—
This fa c t—I am  here!
E volution’s long effort to  Be 
H as resu lted  in  m e,
And I  h a rk  w ith  respec t to  you r tones
As I  w ou ld  to  m y bones
Should th e ir  fee lings new  u tte ran ce  give,
Should they  say , ‘W e allow  you to  live!’
H ered ity?  Yes, I  a d m it
All you’re  c la im ing  fo r it.
The “first cau se” is s til l ru nn ing  y o u r ranch, 
B u t I ’m a  co lla te ra l b ranch!
In  w hich th e  sam e pow er is se t free.

To be hand led  by me.
You don’t  see it?  No m atte r , old friend, 
I t ’s all one in th e  end.”

Said  I to  th e  W orld: “ I can  tak e  
No offense a t  th e  s ta tem en ts  you m ake. 
T hey  a re  tru th fu l a s  fa r  a s  they  go—
B u t th e re ’s m uch you don’t  know .
Y our pow er you correctly  define,
B u t you fa il to  see mine.
You m ake me, in p a rt, it  is tru e—
B ut, m y friend , w ho m akes you?
T he  en v ironm en t’s  fo rce  on o u r race  
Is no t clim ate  or place 
So m uch as  each new  dem onstra tion  
Of our social relation .
O ur strongest im pressions w e tak e  
F rom  conditions w e m ake;
A nd w hen  w e  d o n 't like  th e  effect 
W e can  change—can select;
C an un m ak e  an d  rem ake  an d  choose 
T he conditions w e use!
J u s t  th ink  w h a t th e  p ro d u c t w ill be 
W hen I  m ake  you m ake m e!”

—T he Cosm opolitan.

ITEM S AND IDEAS.

3?## M arch!

T hom as E d w ard  Sw eeney, E scanaba, 
Mich., h a s  begun  w ork  a s  a  healer. H e is 
g iv ing  good sa tisfac tion  in ab sen t t r e a t­
m ents. T erm s from  one to  ten  dollars per 
m onth.

To the  m an from  V enus: N ever th row  
up  to a  m an a h ab it w hich he h as overcom e 
or is overcom ing. I t  is a  very  sm all m ind 
th a t  w ill laugh  a t  a  m an ’s w ooden leg, or 
tw it  a  m an ab o u t his g lass eye.

“Is  it possible fo r ou r d eparted  ones 
to  com m unicate  w ith  us?”

Yes, b u t it  is no t very  desirable , from  the 
fa c t th a t  constan t com m unication  betw een 
th e  so-called d ead  and  th e  liv ing  is an  in ju ry  
to  th e  health  of th e  m ortal.

I  am  no t going to  apologize fo r th e  
likeness of th e  N ot I th a t  ap p ears  in this 
issue o f C hristian . I  only p rin t it a s  an  
offset to th e  co u n te rfe it th a t  appeared  in the 
N ew  York W orld  la s t M ay. I to ld  you th a t 
I  looked like th e  cartoons of Bill Nye, and  
now  you know  it.

In  w ritin g  fo r tre a tm e n ts  enclose 
from  one to  ten  dollars. One do llar is the  
nom inal fee, w hich pays expenses. The 
tre a tm en ts  a re  g iven free  to  everybody. I 
charge  only fo r m y tim e opening, read ing  and  
answ ering  le tte rs. H ea lin g  tre a tm en ts  go 
ou t from  me every  hou r in th e  day  w ith o u t 
an  effort.

C hris tian  is one do llar a  yea r; bu t 
you g e t your first m on th ’s tre a tm en ts  and  
first y e a r’s subscrip tion  fo r one dollar. I 
w an t m y reg u la r p a tien ts  to  know  th a t  they  
need no t pay  any th ing  on C hris tian  unless 
th ey  w a n t to  do so.

T he new  edition of my book on “The 
L aw  of V ibrations” is sen t postpaid  fo r fifty 
cents. O ver five thousand  copies have a l­
read y  been sold, and  th is la s t edition  is going 
a t  a  ra te  th a t  w ill soon ex h au st th e  en tire  
edition. I  am  g lad  you all like it. I  like it 
m yself!

“Do you believe one could suffer for 
an o th e r w ho passed on in th e  fu ll belief in a  
li te ra l hell?”

No, one w ho passed ou t o f th is  life  w ith 
such a  hypnotic delusion w ould  have  his 
eyes opened in ab o u t fifteen  m inu tes a f te r  
he a rriv ed  in th e  o th e r w orld.

W hen  I  say  th a t  con tribu tions and  
advertisem en ts  a re  no t solicited by C hristian . 
I m ean exac tly  w h a t I  say. P lease don 't 
bu rden  m y m ail w ith  con tribu tions on all 
k inds of sub jec ts. W hen I w an t an a rtic le  
from  you r pen I w ill solicit it  by w ritin g  
you a  p riv a te  le tte r. T his ru le  I  m ust ob­
serve in self-defense, as long as C hris tian  is 
a  m onthly. I only in sert advertisem en ts be­
cause the  law  req u ires  m e to  do so. B u t my 
te rm s a re  one do llar a  word.

My sw eetheart, E leanor K irk , w rites 
m e th a t  she has passed into th e  Sun center.
I  have been d raw ing  E leanor fo r m any years, 
and  I knew  she w ould com e hom e a t  last. 
“ Hom e, sw eet hom e!” These people w ho 
soar a round  in the circle of th e  Zodiac a re  
never a t  home. By th e  w ay, E leano r’s new  
book, “T he P reven tion  and  C ure of Old A ge,” 
is hav ing  a  rem arkab le  sale. I am  su re  th a t 
old age  can be preven ted , and  I am  not cer­
ta in  b u t w h a t it can  be cured. You do w ell 
to  send fifty  cents, and  g e t th is  book and  
stu d y  its  pages. A ddress E leanor K irk , 696 
G reene avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.

F lo ra  P . H ow ard  m ade me a  v isit 
th e  o ther day. I  am  no t in th e  h ab it of re­
ceiving v is its  from  anybody, and  I w ould 
no t like to  en te r ta in  th e  P res id en t o f the 
U nited  S ta te s; b u t then  you know  th a t  F lo ra  
is of m ore im portance th a n  th e  P residen t, so 
I le t h e r com e in  and  s tay  all day. She is 
v is iting  Jo e  Wolff, o f B oulder, Colo. Joseph 
is a  k ind of a ll-round reform er, a lthough he 
doesn’t  believe th a t  any th ing  is deform ed. 
F lo ra  is an  independent, individualistic, I  AM 
Scientist. She s tan d s ou t by herself, and  
preaches her ow n gospel in her ow n w ay. 
Send her fifty  cen ts fo r “ Idols D ethroned ,” 
box 575, B oulder, Colo.



9 C HRI S TI AN
I  have  received, w ith  th e  com pli­

m en ts o f th e  au th o r, Thom son J . H udson ’s 
new  hook, “T he D ivine P ed ig ree  o f M an, 
or, T he T estim ony of E vo lu tion  an d  P sy ­
chology to  th e  F a th e rh o o d  o f G od.” Pp . 379. 
Cloth. P rice , $1.50. A s soon a s  I  find tim e  
to read  th is  hook I w ill g ive i t  a  m ore ex ­
tended review . A ddress, A. C. M cClurg & 
Co., Chicago.

T he sten o g rap h er m ak es a  polite how  
and  sends sincere  th a n k s  fo r th e  self-ad­
d ressed  and  stam ped  envelopes. You see, i t  
is only one envelope fo r you to  address, an d  
only one stam p  fo r you to  fix, w hile w ith  her 
i t  m eans h u nd reds an d  thousands. I t  looks 
like a  sm all m a tte r , b u t th ey  charge  m e ten  
cen ts fo r delivering  te leg ram s, w hich  m eans 
ab o u t a  do lla r a  day. T hey  charge  me five 
cen ts on C anad ian  dollars, an d  fifteen  cents 
on a ll sm all hanks, so you see a sm all m a tte r  
to  each of you is a  la rg e  one to  m e in  the 
aggregate .

“ If  I  am  a  gam bler, w hy  w ill not 
God give m e m oney fo r m y gam bling, as 
soon as  he could to  you  to  b u y  y o u r w h isky? 
I f  God does no t care  w h a t you do w ith  your 
money, w hy  should he ta k e  notice of th e  w ay  
you m ake your m oney? W h at difference to  
him  w h eth er I specu la te  in  cotton  or w h ea t 
fo r m y money, o r you ed it a  p ap e r o r do 
som ething else fo r your m oney? A re w e not 
opulence? A re no t a ll th ings ours?”

G am bling is governed by a  secondary  law . 
I t  m eans h it  or miss. I t  is w h a t w e call 
chance. I f  you w in, you r fellow  m an  m u st 
lose, therefore , it  is unscientific. I f  I m ake 
m y m oney in a  leg itim ate  w ay , an d  spend it 
fo r w hisky, I  no t only pay  fo r th e  w hisky, 
b u t I  p ay  all th e  d ifferen t m en and  w om en 
engaged in its  m an u fac tu re  and  sale. T he 
law  is a  law  of giving and  receiving, b u t 
gam bling is n o t governed by  an y  such law . 
I t  is no t a n  exchange of any th ing .

I  have  o ften  to ld  you th a t  I  am  try ­
ing to  reach  in s tan taneous healing. A  very  
in telligen t lady , w ho is trav e lin g  as  advance  
agen t fo r an  opera  com pany, suddenly  be­
cam e ill a t  her hotel w ith  sym ptom s of 
pneum onia. She w ired  me, an d  th e  n ex t day  
w ro te  th e  follow ing le tte r :

“D ear D r. Shelton: I f  you could h av e  seen 
m e a t  th is  hour la s t n igh t, and  th en  see me 
to-night, i t  w ould  be h a rd  fo r you to  realize  
I am  th e  sam e person. My fev e r began  
to  cool ab o u t n ine o’clock th is  m orn ing—by 
ten  it  w as all gone. B y te n  th ir ty  m y head  
fe lt as c lea r as a  bell, w h ereas i t  h ad  been 
th robb ing  w ith  a  heavy, du ll pain . T he pain  
le f t m y lungs en tire ly—m y cough go t easier 
and  ligh te r—to-n igh t I  feel abso lu te ly  well, 
an d  only a  sligh t cough rem ain ing . I t  seem s 
a lm ost m iraculous, you r cu re  w as  a lm ost 
in s tan taneous. I  d id  n o t re so rt to  a  single 
rem edy. I  w ired  you  an d  th en  res ted  to  
th e  resu lt. W hy is it  people suffer w hen  it  is 
so easy  to  be  cured? M ay every  blessing 
come to  you fo r th e  good you do and  fo r 
th e  pow er you a re  in  th e  T ru th . W ith  h e a r t­
fe lt g ra titu d e , I  am , M. E . S.”

Of course, in  th is  instance, th e  p a tie n t w as 
in tu n e  w ith  me. I  th ink  th a t  nearly  all th e  
healing  is in s tan taneous. T he tre a tm e n ts  
a re  con tinued  un til th e  p a tien t responds to  
th e  W ord. T his lady  h a s  been m y stu d en t 
and  p a tie n t fo r m any  years , and  is in close 
con junction  w ith  me. I  don’t  th in k  th a t  her 
te leg ram  w as  necessary . All th a t  she had  to 
do w as to keep  q u ie t and  call fo r m e m en­

ta lly , an d  th e  response w ould  have  beeu th e  
sam e. B u t, of course, it  is w ell to  send th e  
te leg ram , and  th u s  p u t y o u r m ind d irectly  
in  com m unication  th ro u g h  the  spoken W ord. 
You know  th a t  I  teach  th a t  the  I AM does 
th e  healing ; an d  th e  I AM is om nipresent!

“You say  you a re  a lw ays read y  to  
an sw er sh o rt le tte rs  or questions. W ill you 
p lease an sw er th rough  C hris tian  if you don’t  
believe th a t  th is  w hole com petitive  o r profit 
system  is w rong? Do you believe th a t  God 
ever in tended  fo r one hu m an  being  to  live 
off o f o r by th e  w ork  of o th ers?”

T h is w orld  is ju s t  in  th e  condition  th a t  th e  
law  of v ib ra tio n s h as  p laced  it. C om petition  
is m ak ing  th e  w orld  b e tte r  every  day. I t  
seem s h a rd  on th e  ind iv idual w h ile  th is  
process is going on, b u t nevertheless i t  w orks 
o u t th e  glory  and  sa lva tion  o f th e  race . You 
m ay  re s t a ssu red  th a t  G od in ten d s th a t  
th in g s shall be as th ey  a re  un til th ey  grow  
b e tte r. You m ay  th in k  you know  m ore ab o u t 
it  th a n  God, b u t you don’t. I f  I  h a d  had  th e  
m ak ing  of th e  w orld , I  w ould  h av e  h ad  no 
k ind  of labor, o r toil, o r pain, o r an y th in g  
th a t  w as  unp leasan t, b u t then , I  suspect, I 
w ould  have  m ade  a  m ess of it. I f  it  w ere  
n o t fo r th is  law  of com petition, th e  w orld  
w ould  rem ain  a  h ab ita tio n  of nak ed  savages. 
B ecause  w e w a n t th ings is th e  reason  fo r 
m en going to  w ork  to p rov ide us w ith  these  
th ings. I f  m en  did  n o t w e a r  coats, th e re  
w ou ld  be no com petition  in  th e  m a n u fa c tu r­
ing of c lo th ing ; th e  sam e w ay  w ith  all our 
necessities an d  luxuries. T he dem and  calls 
fo r th e  supply.

A WOMAN’S W AIL OF WOE.

T he follow ing le t te r  is a  k ind  of sign board , 
w hich  you w ill find in m any  places. In  m any  
respects th e  slavery  of th e  p re sen t day  is 
w orse th a n  th e  old negro  p lan ta tio n  slavery  
in  th e  South . T he negro  w om an  did h av e  a  
litt le  chance to  g e t m arried , an d  if she had  
a  good m aste r, to  ra ise  up  h e r ow n children . 
B u t th is  fa c to ry  slave  can ’t  th in k  of m a r­
riage, an d  ch ild ren  w ould  be  b u t  a n  ad d i­
tiona l bu rden . Y et, I  am  going to  an sw er 
th is  w om an’s question  in  th e  affirm ative. 
She can  rise  to  a  rea liza tion  of h e r  h igher 
self in  sp ite  o f h e r environm ent. T he  d ir t 
and  d u st an d  filth o f th e  fa c to ry  can  no t 
keep  h e r dow n! T h is  le t te r  to  m e is a  sign 
th a t  sh e  is stru g g lin g  w ith  h e r  conditions. 
She is feeling  th e  pa in s of th e  new  b irth . A 
lad y  w ro te  m e th e  o th e r day , an d  sa id  if  she 
did n o t g e t em ploym ent as a  sten o g rap h er 
she w ould  com m it suicide. I  to ld  h e r  to  g e t 
em ploym ent a s  a  d ishw asher. D ishes have  
to  be w ashed . Som ebody m u st do all o f 
these  th ings. T he only scientific  w ay  is to  
do th e  first th in g  th a t  com es to  y o u r hands, 
an d  do i t  w ell. M any a  w om an  w ill tu rn  up 
her nose a t  housew ork w hen she is rea lly  fit 
to  do no th ing  else. M ind you, I  believe th a t  
housew ork  is th e  h ighes t w ork  in  th e  w orld . 
T here  is no p lace like home. I have  lived in 
a  little  cabin, w here  she w hom  I loved did 
th e  w ork. I t  w as  a s  h igh and  g ran d  w ork  
as  ever a  w om an accom plished! B u t le t us 
look a t  th is  le tte r :

“ Is  it  possible fo r a  w om an w ho earn s her 
living by w ork ing  ten  hours a  day, in a  city  
fac to ry , in  d ir ty  a n d  uncongenial su rro u n d ­

ings, to  a tta in  in even a  sm all degree, the 
rea liza tio n  of th e  Self o r th e  Kingdom of 
God w ith in  a s  held  fo r th  in you r sermon of 
J a n u a ry  issue? I do n o t live; I  simply exist. 
I  h a rd ly  d a re  hope to  live  th is  side of the 
change w e ca ll d ea th . W hy? Because, as 
f a r  a s  I  can  exp la in  it, I  am  no t in my right 
place. In  a  shad o w y  so r t o f w ay  I can un­
d e rs tan d  th is  is n o t th e  r ig h t idea of life. 
H e re  I  stop. I  do n o t choose m y environ­
m ents, b u t m y env ironm en ts  influence my 
life  a ll th e  sam e. Supposing I  tak e  a prac­
tic a l v iew  of th e  s itu a tio n  an d  say  I  will cull 
o u t th e  d esirab le  w h ich  tends tow ards good, 
an d  re je c t th e  o ther, w h ich  w ould  be hurtful. 
I  find th a t  does n o t a ffec t th e  influence of my 
su rro u n d in g s  a s  f a r  a s  I am  concerned. That 
to som e e x te n t is sim ply  n ice talk . How 
w ould  you g e t o u t o f such an  entanglem ent 
if you w ere  in it?  You speak  of th e  Silence. 
I  shou ld  th in k  som e p rep a ra tio n  would be 
n ecessary  fo r th a t . O ne could  no t go from 
th e  tu rm o il o f a  bu sin ess  life  to  th e  utter 
fo rg e tfu ln ess  o f all th a t  is ea rth ly , or they 
cou ld  n o t w ork  as  if life  itse lf hung on it, 
an d  th e n  go in to  S ilence an d  offset all of the 
fo rm er th o u g h ts  by  th ink ing , o r try ing to 
th in k , th is  is a ll a  d ream , an d  to  assert our 
d iv ine  r ig h ts  an d  ta k e  possession of our 
kingdom .

“ I believe you  w ere  once a  B aptist, as I 
w as. I  do n o t envy  you yo u r exalted  posi­
tion  now . I am  g lad  th e re  a re  some who 
rea lly  live con tinuously  in th e  lig h t of Truth. 
O f course, I  w onder a t  yo u r tak in g  so much 
m oney. I  shou ld  th in k  it  w ou ld  be  a  burden 
to  you. I f  a  c e rta in  sec t h ad  no t go tten  some 
of m y m oney fo r tr e a tm e n t and  a  course of 
lec tu res , w hich  ce rta in ly  d id  no t bring  the 
re su lts  c laim ed, I  shou ld  n o t feel so sore on 
th e  m oney question . A nd again , poverty  is 
a  ho rrid  n ig h tm are  to  me. I  h a te  it. Diving 
from  h an d  to  m ou th  is to rm en t. I f  you have 
tim e  to  no tice  m y com m unication  I shall be 
p leased  to  h e a r from  you. V ery respectfully, 
M iss F lo ren ce  V an  B uren .

“J a n u a ry  13, 1900.”
“H ow  w ould  I  g e t o u t o f such  an  entangle­

m en t?” W hy, F lo rence, th e  N ot I of me has 
been  in m an y  such an  en tang lem en t. I  have 
m y troub les, tr ia ls  an d  tr ib u la tio n s  even now. 
I h av e  loved a  w om an  w ho d id  n o t care for 
m e, and  y e t I  w ou ld  h av e  g iven everything 
fo r her. T h is  w a s  th e  foolishness of the 
N ot I, fo r I  AM su re  th a t  m y happiness does 
n o t depend upon  a n y  o th e r being. I  only 
im ag ined  th a t  she w as  e ssen tia l to  me. I  AM 
su re  th a t  m y su rro u n d in g s do n o t constitute 
m y happiness. I f  I  w ere  a t  w ork  in a  fac­
to ry , I  w ould  go o u t of th e  fa c to ry  into my­
self. W hen  I  w a lk ed  w ith  m y ow n I AM, 
I w ould  be in heaven! A ll th e  s tree ts  of my 
c ity  a re  pav ed  w ith  gold! All h e r  gates are 
pearl, a n d  th e re  is no n ig h t there .

You a sk  m e how  I can  ta k e  so much 
m oney. W hy, b less you, sw ee th ea rt, I  am 
th e  cheapest o f a ll th e  h ea le rs  on th e  earth. 
W hen I  m ade  m y te rm s  one do lla r a  month 
everyone else h ad  from  te n  to  one hundred 
do llars a  m onth . I  do n o t cha rg e  anything 
fo r m y tre a tm e n ts ; th e y  a re  free ; b u t for 
opening, read in g  an d  an sw erin g  le tters I 
charge  one d o lla r a  m onth . I  AM Money, 
th e re fo re  I am  g iv ing  a  h und red fo ld  more 
th a n  I am  receiv ing. A nd now , m y little 
girl, le t  m e say  to  you th a t  th e re  is no 
pow er on th is  e a rth  th a t  can  keep you in 
th a t  fa c to ry  if you w a n t to  g e t out. You 
c a n ’t  g e t o u t by  fu m in g  an d  fre ttin g . You 
can  g e t o u t by  th e  calm , serene an d  Silent 
W ord  of yo u r ow n sp irit. T here  is no 
dynam o like  th e  God in you. I  am  speaking 
a  w ord  fo r you ev ery  day . M y W ord hath 
pow er to  open g a te s  an d  m ake  you free.
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AN I AM SERMON.

“N evertheless, n e ith e r  is th e  m an  w ith o u t 
th e  w om an, n e ith e r th e  w om an  w ith o u t th e  
m an, in  th e  L o rd .” I. C orin th ians, xi, 11.

God is th e  p rincip le  of being ; b u t every  
principle m u s t be m an ifes ted  in form . T he 
m an ifesta tion  m u s t be th e  im age an d  like­
ness o f th e  princip le. In  o th e r w ords, th e  
m an ifesta tion  m u s t be  m ale an d  fem ale. The 
oldest s ta te m e n t in  re la tio n  to  th e  crea tion  
of m an  is found  in  G enesis. I t  is a  scientific 
sta tem en t. M an w a s  c rea ted  m ale  and  
fem ale. T h is  is th e  likeness an d  im age of 
th e  P rincip le  o f B eing. In  speak ing  of c rea ­
tion, th e  W ord  of T ru th  sp eak s of w h a t is 
to  be a s  if it  h ad  a lread y  been  accom plished. 
M an h a s  no t y e t been  crea ted , b u t is being 
created . B u t w e speak  of th is  w ork  th a t  is 
to  be, a s  if  it h a d  a lread y  reached  its  fu ll 
and  com plete un fo ldm en t. M an, th e  g re a te s t 
m an  and  th e  g re a te s t w om an, is no t a  like­
ness o r im age of th e  P rin c ip le  o f B eing  any  
m ore th a n  a  b abe  in  th e  w om b is th e  like­
ness and  im age o f a  fu ll-g row n  m an! Aye, 
the m orta l m an  is no m ore th e  likeness of 
God th a n  an  aco rn  is th e  likeness of a  full- 
grow n oak tree . Y et in  th is  m orta l m an  is 
the seed of th e  tru e  G od-m an.

Now le t us ta lk  ab o u t m arriag e  an d  love. 
The union of th e  m ale  an d  fem ale  on the 
m ortal p lane w ill p roduce  m orta ls. T h is is 
the law  of v ib ra tions. I t  is b ro u g h t ab o u t 
by sexual a ttra c tio n . B u t is th is  th e  beg in­
ning an d  th e  end of life?  T he  c rad le  and  
the coffin a re  very  close toge ther. Shall w e 
go on filling crad les in o rd e r th a t  w e m ay 
keep th e  coffins fu ll?  Is  th e  union o f tw o  
m ortal bodies m arria g e?  Is  th is  th e  o rder 
and  purpose of c rea tio n ?  I f  th is  is true , I 
have a  very  poor opinion of th e  A lm ighty! 
The g rea te s t th in g  iu th e  w orld  is Love. 
T here isn ’t  an y th in g  w o rth  hav ing , un less 
Love is included. L ove is th e  only Ihing 
th a t  m akes life  w o rth  th e  living. I s  it  possi­
ble th a t th e  p rincip le  o f Love w as  crea ted  
for th e  pu rpose  of a t t ra c t in g  tw o  m orta l 
bodies to each o th er?  Is  th e  g re a te s t th ing  
in the  w orld  used fo r  no h igher purpose than  
the  popu la ting  o f th e  e a r th  w ith  m orta ls  and  
th u s filling th e  bow els of th e  e a rth  w ith  the  
dead? F rom  m o rta l vision, i t  looks a s  if  th is  
w ere th e  only pu rpose  of Love. W h a t is 
Love? I t  is th e  v ib ra tio n s  of sexua l life. 
You m ay ta lk  ab o u t d iffe ren t k inds of Love, 
bu t th ere  is on ly  one k ind. T h ere  is only 
one kind of life, an d  th a t  is sexual. Love is 
the m ode of life, there fo re , Love is sexual. 
L ife is ac tiv ity  and  Love is th e  expression of 
th is ac tiv ity . T herefo re  m arria g e  is th e  
h ighest a tta in m e n t o f m an.

W hat is m arriag e?  I t  is th e  union o f m ale 
and  fem ale  by th e  law  of a ttra c tio n . H ow  
m uch of a  union is th is?  H ow  m uch is there  
o f a  m an  an d  w om an?  E ach  ind iv idual is 
composed of body, m ind  and  sp irit. T here­
fore, in  th e  w om an  you w ill find a  fem iu ine 
body, th e  fem inine m ind  an d  th e  fem inine 
spirit. You can  easily  te ll th e  fem ale  body 
from  th a t  o f th e  m ale. T he  fem in ine m ind 
is ju s t  a s  easily  d ifferen tia ted . No m an’s 
body is com plete w ith in  itse lf; no m an’s 
sp irit is com plete w ith in  itself. I have 
Preached up  to  m y te x t: "N evertheless,

n e ith e r is th e  m an w ith o u t th e  w om an, 
n e ith e r th e  w om an w ith o u t th e  m an, in  the 
L ord .” You m ay  su b s titu te  th e  w ord “T ru th ” 
fo r th e  “L ord ,” if  it  w ill m ake th in g s p la iner 
to  you. T he m an  w ho a tte m p ts  to  w alk  th is 
ea rth  w ith o u t th e  in sp ira tion  of a  w om an 
w ill be a  fa ilu re  in a ll of h is undertak ings. 
All m igh ty  efforts of m en h ave  been  m ade 
to  p lease a  w om an. H e  does no t p u t fo rth  
h is m ig h tiest efforts to  p lease w om en, b u t a  
p a rtic u la r w om an. T he m u ltitu d e  has no 
a ttra c tio n  fo r him , unless she applauds. The 
fem in ine m ind  is ju s t  a s  ab so lu te ly  essential 
to  th e  ba lanc ing  of the  m asculine mind, as 
th e  fem in ine body is essen tia l to  th e  b ir th  of 
m orta l m an. Je su s  C hris t s tan d s a s  th e  ideal 
of m ankind. Yet, back  of Jesu s is th e  M a­
donna! A nd alongside of Je su s  is th a t  o ther 
M ary, w ho w as  h is sw ee theart. T hus it is 
in a ll th e  h is to ry  of m ankind.

W h a t is m arriag e?  I t  is a  union of m ale 
an d  fem ale  by  th e  law  of a ttrac tio n . 
I t  is th e  un ion  of th e  w hole fem ale 
and  th e  w hole m ale  by th e  law  of 
a ttra c tio n . W h a t you call m arria g e  is a  
litt le  cerem ony perform ed b y  a  preacher, 
p riest or politician. As a  genera l th ing  th is 
little  cerem ony is a  license fo r tw o  m orta l 
bodies to  come to g e th e r in m o rta l wedlock. 
T h is is understood  to  be fo r th e  purpose of 
p ropaga ting  th e  hu m an  race  on th e  m orta l 
plane. I t  is a  v e ry  foolish proceeding. T here  
is no scientific  o r sensib le reason  fo r th e  
p rop ag a tin g  of m ortals. I t  is sim ply a  little  
by-play  fo r th e  supply  of v ic tim s to  th e  un­
d e rtak e r. I f  the  w hole e a r th  should a c t in 
a sensible w ay  th ey  w ould  do aw ay  w ith  
d ea th  by  th e  abolish ing  of b irth . B u t you 
say, w e a re  d raw n  to g e th e r by th e  la w  of 
a ttra c tio n , w hich is th e  law  of love. Ah, to 
be  sure, to  be sure! I  had  fo rgo tten ! T he 
g re a te s t th ing  in  th e  w orld  is used fo r th e  
m ost aw fu l th ing  in th e  w orld. T he g rea te s t 
th in g  in th e  w orld  is LOVE, and  th e  m ost 
a w fu l th ing  is death . Love is fo rever supply­
ing th e  v ictim s of D E A T H . To-day I kiss 
th e  lips of love, an d  to-m orrow  dea th  kisses 
th e  sam e lips fo r me.

W h a t is the  cause of it  all, m y darling?  
W hy th is p erp e tu a l ebb and  flow of life and 
d ea th ?  Because we have never been m arried! 
W e have m istaken  th e  union of m orta l bodies 
fo r m arriage. W om an  is som ething m ore 
th a n  a body; she is a  m ind and  a  spirit. 
T herefore, sw ee theart, if I  c a n 't  m arry  your 
m ind an d  sp irit, I am  not m arried  to  you a t 
all. I f  th e  fem in ine m ind is no t jo ined  to the 
m asculine mind, if th e  fem in ine sp irit does 
no t v ib ra te  w ith  th e  m asculine sp irit, th e  
tw a in  a re  no t jo ined  in w edlock. I t  is 
adu lte ry ! All k inds of ad u lte ra tio n s  produce 
sin, sickness and  death . T herefore , you see, 
if w e w ould go up  to  th e  h igh place, we 
m ust be m ore th a n  one-th ird  m arried . The 
o ther tw o-th irds w ill finish th e  w ork. I t  is 
said : “The tw a in  shall be one flesh.” W h a t 
tw a in ?  I t  doesn’t  m ean  th e  tw a in  in the 
sense of tw o bodies, fo r it  says th e  tw a in  
shall be one flesh, and  th e  body is flesh. 
T herefore, it  m ust m ean  th a t  th e  tw o m inds 
become one flesh. Or, in  o th er w ords, th a t 
th e  union of m ind an d  sp irit is regeneration , 
im m ortality , e te rn a l life! W e m isunder­
stan d  th is s ta tem en t ju s t  like w e do the

o th er one, w here it  says: “Seek ye first th e  
kingdom  of God, and  all these  th ings shall 
be  added  un to  you!” W e s ta r t  o u t seeking 
fo r a ll these things, and  expect th e  kingdom  
of God to  come tagg ing  on behind. I t  doesn’t  
do it! So w e come toge ther an d  a re  one- 
th ird  m arried , and  the resu lt is th e  p ro p ag a­
tion  of m ortality . L ife becom es one long 
w ail of woe. “R achel w eeping fo r her chil­
dren, and  w ill no t be com forted, fo r they  a re  
no t!” Say, sw eetheart, suppose w e reverse 
th e  order. L et us w a it until th e  m ind and  
sp irit a re  one before  w e un ite  th e  bodies. 
L e t u s  begin to  g e t m arried  from  th e  top  in­
stead  of the  bottom . N evertheless, th e  o rder 
o f n a tu re  is from  th e  bottom  to w ard  th e  top. 
“T h a t is not first w hich is sp iritua l, b u t th a t 
w hich is n a tu ra l, and  a f te rw a rd s  th a t  w hich 
is sp iritu a l.” I t  is th rough  th e  unfo ldm ent 
from  th e  m orta l to  th e  im m ortal. “T he first 
m an  w as of th e  earth , ea rth y ; th e  second 
m an w as th e  L ord from  H eaven .”

I f  you a re  only m arried  to  th e  A dam  m an, 
you m ay expect sin, sickness and  death . B ut 
if you a re  m arried  to  th e  Lord from  H eaven, 
you will receive glory, honor and  im m or­
ta lity . T he A dam  m an  had  to  come first in 
th e  order of unfo ldm ent. “F ir s t  th e  blade, 
then  th e  ear, th en  th e  fu ll corn in  th e  ea r.” 
T he m an  of clay is no t very  b eau tifu l to  
behold. “H is  w ays a re  no t m y w ays,” sa ith  
th e  Lord. B u t w e m u st no t despise th e  day  
o f sm all things. O u t o f th e  red  e a rth  com es 
fo r th  th e  m an, b u t h is eyes a re  fixed on th e  
Sun. H e is com ing up o u t of da rk n ess into 
light. T he S p irit w ith in  him  is th e  sunshine 
of God. H is inheritance  is no t only th e  
earth , b u t th e  heavens. T he g re a t com m is­
sion comes fo rth  from  his F a th e r , th e  Sun, 
say ing : “L e t them  have dom inion!” Do­
m inion! W h a t does i t  m ean, sw ee theart?  I t 
m eans a  life  w ith o u t lim ita tions; i t  m eans 
pow er to  control you r environm ent. To 
w hom  w as th is dom inion offered? T o you 
and  me, sw eetheart, thou  an d  I  singing in 
th e  w ilderness! T here isn ’t  an y th in g  too 
good fo r us. E very th ing  w as m ade fo r us 
and  w e have a r igh t to  en te r into ou r do­
minion. H ave  you seen m e? I don’t  know.
I  only know  th a t  I  have  seen you. You have 
com e to  m e in  th e  n igh t tim e, and  in m y day 
dream s. Thou a r t  th e  fa ire s t am ong ten  
thousand , and  a ltoge ther lovely. T here  isn 't 
an y th in g  in  thee  b u t T ru th , goodness, and 
love. I  saw  thee com ing dow n from  God, 
o u t of heaven, p repared  a s  a  B ride, adorned 
fo r her husband. 1 saw  thee clothed w ith  
th e  Sun, th e  Moon b enea th  your feet, and  a  
crow n of tw elve  s ta rs  on yo u r head. I see 
th ee  everyw here  and  in everything.

W hen shall w e g e t m arried?  D eath  w ill 
go on reap ing  un til Thou and  I a re  m arried. 
B u t I w a n t a ll of you  and  no t m erely one- 
th ird  of you. H u m an  life h as  been  ad u l­
te ra te d  long enough. 1 w a n t all o f your 
mind, yo u r th o u g h t m ust b lend w ith  my 
though t. I  th ink  only h a lf  w ay  w ith o u t you.
I heal so very  slow ly because your though t 
is n o t w ith  m y though t. W hen I shall have 
your th o u g h t m arried  to  m y thought, sin, 
sickness and  dea th  w ill obey m y com m and­
m ents. I  w a n t a ll o f yo u r sp irit. I  w an t 
th e  fu ll v ib ra tions of God in you, v ib ra ting  
in  unison w ith  th e  God in me. Do you sup­
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pose th a t  sin, sickness o r d ea th  could  invade 
such a  cen te r?  Is  it  possib le th a t  a  m an  and  
w om an can  be so jo ined  in w edlock th a t  
they  have  dom inion over a ll m a tte r?  T his 
is th e  prom ise, m y darling , th e  o ldest prom ise 
ever m ade to  m an. G od is ab le  to  keep his 
prom ises. In  th e  beg inn ing  w as  th e  W ord, and  
th e  W ord w as w ith  God, and  th e  W ord w as 
God. T h is W ord  cam e to  m e ten  y ea rs  ago 
and  m ade th e  sam e prom ises th a t  w ere  m ade 
in E den. 1 am  liv ing  in  fu ll expectation  
of th e ir  fulfillm ent. W hen  she w hom  m y 
soul loves com es to  me, I  shall be  m arried  
to  her mind, body and  sp irit. T here  w ill no t 
be one elem ent of ad u lte ra tio n  in  th e  com ­
bination . T herefore , th e re  w ill be no chance 
fo r any th ing  evil to  en te r in to  ou r lives. E vil 
is th e  cause of d ea th ; evil is e rror, a d u lte ra ­
tion, the m ixing of th ings th a t  ough t no t to  
be m ixed. T he C hris t in m e m u s t be un ited  
w ith  the C hurch in she  w hom  m y soul loves. 
Then shall be b ro u g h t to  pass th e  say ing : 
"D ea th  is sw allow ed up in V ictory!” B ut, 
sw eetheart, w e w ill be m uch m ore th a n  one- 
th ird  m arried . Amen!

WHO MADE TH IS HELL?

U nder th e  above head ing  appeared  an  a r t i­
cle in Ja n u a ry  C hristian . Of course, I  did 
no t give th e  nam e or any  h in t a s  to  th e  
iden tity  o f th e  w rite r . My desk w as  sim ply 
flooded w ith  le tte rs  from  all k inds of people 
w an ting  her address. They all th o u g h t they  
had  th e  rem edy fo r her condition. M any peo­
ple sen t le tte rs  to her in my care, ask ing  me 
to  fo rw ard  to  her address. I f  I had  sen t all 
th e  com m unications she w ould have  gone 
crazy  su re  enough! Now, le t m e say  to  one 
and  all th a t  I AM th e  W ord of T ru th . My 
W ord is the W ord of God, and  I don’t have 
to reso rt to  an y th in g  else for th e  healing  of 
m y patien ts . In  less th a n  fo rty  d ay s from  
the tim e she w ro te  me, she w as sound and  
well. H ere  is w h a t she said  to  me, Ja n u a ry  
15th:

“D ea r Shelton: Y our publica tion  of m y 
le tte r  to  you gave m e qu ite  a  tu rn , un til I 
saw  th a t  m y nam e did no t appear. I beg 
th a t under no circum stances w ill you do this, 
a s  such a  th ing  w ould  m ean  ru in  fo r me. 
I t  w as a  passing  s ta te , as m y horizon is now 
alm ost clear, th e  m ind sw eeping a t  w ill in 
any  direction and  finding few  bogies to  ob­
s tru c t its  m otions w ith  its  o rb it. D aym are?  
Yes, and  caused by m en ta l indigestion. G rea t 
Scott! T hink  of th e  m ess th a t  is fom enting  
w ith in  th e  m inds of som e stu d en ts  of th e  
m any divisions of th o u g h t to-day! I don’t 
doub t th a t  you a re  o ften  called upon to  have 
patience  w ith  th e  victim s. W ell, go on m ak­
ing up  and  giv ing  o u t you r little  comm on- 
sense pills—they  g e t there ! F ra te rn a lly  
T hine, E lean o r.”

T he v ib ra tio n s of th is  le t te r  show  a  sound 
m ind in a  sound body! I s tayed  rig h t w ith  
h e r every  d ay  in th e  Silence u n til she w as 
m ade free. I did no t send her any  m ag n et­
ized paper, handkerch iefs, o r any  of th e  
m any le tte rs  sen t m e by m agnetic  healers. 
S a tan  c a n ’t  c a s t o u t S atan , else h is kingdom  
w ould  be d iv ided  an d  destroyed! I restored  
h e r ju d g m en t by  speak ing  th e  S ilen t W ord 
of T ru th . P ra ise  God in  heaven, and  Shelton 
on ea rth ! I  am  tak in g  people ou t of th e  
in sane asy lum  every  m onth, and  keeping 
o thers  from  going there . Several sm all m inds

h av e  w ritte n  me, sneeringly , because  1 do 
n o t publish  th e  nam es of m y pa tien ts . I 
don’t  h ave  to  do so. I  don’t  ca re  a  con­
tin e n ta l w h e th e r you a re  m y p a tie n t o r no t. 
I  am  doing th is  w ork  because of th e  glory  
I  g e t ou t o f it  in m y ow n sp irit. I t  is n o t th e  
app lause  of th e  m u ltitu d e  th a t  I  am  seeking, 
b u t th e  app lause  of th e  G od in  me. I  w a n t 
th e  I AM to  p a t m e on th e  back  and  say : 
“You a re  a  good fellow !” I h ave  h ad  enough 
ap p lau se  from  th e  lick -sp ittles o f th e  ea rth . 
I  w a n t th e  app roval of H is  M ajesty , M yself! 
H e  is rea lly  one of th e  b es t fellow 's I  ever 
m et; I  am  g lad  I m e t H im .

SIGNS OF HUMAN FREEDOM.

I  h ead  th is  a rtic le  “S igns of H u m an  F re e ­
dom ” because  an im als h av e  been  free  fo r a  
long tim e. T he  an im als w ould  h ave  a lw ay s 
rem ained  free  h ad  i t  n o t been fo r m an. In  
exercising  h is  lordship , m an  h a s  m u tila ted  
an im als  and  p u t th em  in to  bondage. B u t 
th e  b ird s of th e  a ir  still bu ild  th e ir  n e s ts  and  
do th e ir  m a tin g  by th e  law  of a ttra c tio n . 
T he w oodpecker does n o t go to  th e  h aw k  
and  g e t a  license to  m arry . T he  song of th e  
m ockingbird  does no t sound  as  if he h ad  
sued  fo r a  divorce. Then, you  see, th e  a n ­
im als do n o t bu ild  ja ils , p en iten tia rie s , o r 
even churches. T hey  w orsh ip  G od acco rd ­
ing to  th e  d ic ta te s  o f th e ir  ow n conscience, 
o r ra th e r , th e  G od in  th em  w orsh ip s w ith o u t 
any  k ind of d ictation . Love is free! T here  
is a  w ord  called  free-love, in to  w hich  m uch 
poison h a s  been poured. B u t th e re  never 
w as  any  k ind  of bars , bolts, c ircum stances 
or conditions th a t  could keep love from  being 
free. I t  w ill no t obey th e  com m andm ents of 
a  m aster. You can ’t  in tim id a te  love. “T here  
is no fe a r  in  love; fo r p e rfec t love caste th  
o u t a ll fe a r .” T h is sc r ip tu ra l s ta te m e n t is 
scientific. You m ay  try  to  love fo r m oney, 
fo r place, fo r position, fo r pow er, b u t you 
c a n ’t do it. I t  is only a  p retense, an d  love 
rebels a g a in s t a ll pretensions. D ow n in  th e  
bo ttom  of your h ea rt, love says you a re  a  
liar. “All lia rs  shall h av e  th e ir  p a r t  in th e  
lake of fire an d  b rim stone!” T he h o tte s t 
hell fire th a t  ev er b u rn ed  is k ind led  by  th e  
one w ho tr ie s  to  lie a g a in s t love. L ove is 
God, an d  God know s him self. God is free, 
th e re fo re  love m u s t be le f t a s  free  a s  th e  air. 
T he ro ttenness, th e  corrup tion , th e  d am n a­
tion  of h u m an ity  com es th rough  an  a tte m p t 
to  p u t love in  bondage. A re m en and  w om en 
learn ing  to  g ive love lib e rty ?  Yes, read  th e  
follow ing a rtic le  ta k e n  from  th e  “P h ilis tin e ,” 
an d  see th e  signs o f hum an  freedom . E lb e rt 
H u b b ard , th e  ed ito r of “T he P h ilis tin e ,” is 
in  th e  fro n t ran k  of m odem  th inkers. H e is 
no t a fra id  of an y th in g  o r anybody. H e  even 
say s  th in g s in  h is m agaz ine  th a t  I  w ill 
n o t say  in  C hris tian . In  fac t, he is th e  only 
m an  on th is  e a r th  to  w hom  I w ill ta k e  off 
m y hat. T his a rtic le  is a  sym posium , show ­
ing th e  th ough t, o r ra th e r  th e  tren d  of 
though t, a t  th e  p resen t tim e. T here  a re  only 
tw o  th ings stan d in g  in th e  w ay  of fu ll 
em ancipation  of m en an d  w om en—financial 
freedom  and  freedom  from  public opinion. 
E v ery  m an  an d  w om an  on th e  e a rth  w ould 
follow  th e ir  ow n h ea rts  if it  w ere  n o t fo r 
money and  Mrs. G rundy. W e a re  m aking

M rs. G ru n d y  over ag a in , fo r custom  makes 
law . A nd soon financial conditions will 
change, so th a t  each  one w ill h ave  a  living 
w ith o u t depend ing  upon  an y  o th e r one. But 
h ere  is th e  li tt le  serm on  p reached  by the 
p a s to r  o f h is flock:

“Som e m o n th s ago  I  p u b lish t in  these pages 
e x tra c ts  from  a  MS. se n t m e by a  Boston 
W om an. T he MS. w a s  in  th e  n a tu re  of a 
persona l confession, a n d  w as  so sincere and 
e a rn e s t in  its  expression , an d  evidently so 
tru th fu l, th a t  I  s e t i t  up  in  type  w ith  the in­
ten tio n  of p rin tin g  i t  en tire  fo r th e  benefit 
o f P h ilis tia . B u t a f te rw a rd  I  concluded It 
w a s  a  li t t le  too  a d v an ced  fo r m y B aptist 
constituency , a n d  so con ten ted  m yself with 
a  few  quo ta tions .
T he  e x tra c ts  I  gave , i t  w ill be remembered, 
exp la ined  th a t  th e  w 'rite r w a s  th e  w ife  of a 
p ro m in en t B oston  L aw y e r—a  m an of m arkt 
personality , w ide  experience, m any  interests, 
a n d  la rg e  incom e. H is  age  w as  something 
over fo r ty  a n d  h is  w ife ’s  ag e  ab o u t the  same. 
T h e ir  m arried  life  h a d  been  peacefu l and the 
h u sb an d  h a d  a lw ay s  been  gentle, generous 
a n d  in d u lg en t A In  th e  m id st o f th is  blissful 
N irv an a  th e  w 'ife & m o th e r acciden tally  dis­
covered th a t  h e r  h u sb an d  w ;is leading a 
double  life—in  fac t, th a t  in a  cosy flat out 
on B eacon S tree t, in th e  B ack  B ay, he had 
a n o th e r  w ife  N a tu ra lly , th e  discovery 
m ad e  a  g re a t a g ita tio n  in  th e  m ind of the 
w om an, an d  sh e  ra n  over in  h e r m ind the 
en tire  g a m u t o f possib le  p rocedure in the 
w ay  o f  d ivorce, a lim ony , pub lic  scandal and 
vengeance.
A fte r  a  w eek  sh e  decided  on h e r course.
She b roke  th e  new s to  h e r  hu sb an d  very gen­
tly  th a t  she  knew  all, b u t she did no t chide 
nor rebuke. She assu red  him  th a t  she rec­
ognized th e  fa c t th a t  a  m an  w ith  as wide a 
m en ta l scope a s  h is needed  th e  society of 
m ore th a n  one w om an , an d  th a t  she  wras not 
th e  person  to  m ake  troub le . She w ould be 
h is fr ien d  & w ife  u n til d ea th , a n d  a fte r, and 
if he chose to  love one w om an  o r tw o or 
th ree  besides h erse lf, sh e  w ou ld  no t condemn 
him  on th a t  accoun t #  T he  re su lt of th a t in­
te rv iew  w as  th a t  th e  h u sb an d  first turned 
pa le  w ith  fr ig h t, an d  th e n  a s  th e  w ife  went 
on he becam e speechless w ith  am azem ent, 
and  soon wra s  on h is knees cry ing  i t  ou t with 
h is head  in  h e r  lap  #- T im e w en t on & the 
double  a rra n g e m e n t con tinued . I t  still con­
tin u es  & T he  tw o  w ives exchange calls & 
ra th e r  like  each  o ther. B o th  a re  gentle 
w om en—ed u ca ted  a n d  refined -4 W ife Num­
b er O ne exp la ined  to  m e in h e r  MS. th a t  her 
hu sb an d  now  t r e a ts  h e r  w ith  a  deference & 
ten d ern ess  such  a s  sh e  h ad  nev er before 
knowm.
E v e ry th in g  she m ig h t w ish  fo r is laid  a t  her 
fee t, an d  ab so lu te  lib e rty  is hers. She is 
q u ite  con ten t, and  fu lly  reso lved  on defend­
ing h e r husband  an d  m in is te rin g  to his well­
being in every  possib le w ay .
H e r h u sb an d ’s business p a rtn e rs  know  of 
h is doub le  life, an d  new spaperdom  know s of 
it; y e t she rea lizes th a t  no one w ould ever 
ra ise  a  w ord  o f pub lic  rep roach  ag a in s t him 
unless she first g ives th e  s ign  #  And this 
she w ill never do. She loves th e  m an  and 
w ill ever be loyal to  h is in te re s ts  £  So tha t's  
th e  s to ry .



I w ro te  to  a  tru s te d  co rresponden t in  B oston, 
and  tie in v es tig a ted  th e  fa c ts  and  found  
them  su b s tan tia lly  a s  s ta ted .
£  I  p rin ted  th e  m ain  fe a tu re s  o f th e  B oston 
W om an’s MS., an d  th e  re su lt w as  qu ite  a  
dust. In  fac t, six ty -n ine  d iffe ren t persons 
w ro te  m e le tte rs  ab o u t it, an d  fo rty -th ree  
suggested  th a t  if  th e  shoe h ad  been on the  
o ther foot, th a t  B oston L a w y e r w ould  have  
considered h im se lf ou traged , w ronged, un ­
done, & w ould  h av e  ra ised  th e  roof in  w ild  
clam ors fo r revenge. £  Possib ly  he 
w ould—I rea lly  do n o t know .
B u t now  com es a  b e la ted  le t te r  from  a  Cleve­
land F y z ish u n  on th is  sam e su b jec t, w here in  
the  B oston W om an  is h igh ly  com m ended fo r 
her course o f action . T h is  m an  declares 
th a t  if  th e  shoe w ere  on th e  o th e r foot, & 
the  law y er w ere  a s  w ise a s  h is  w ife  he  w ould 
no t in te rfe re  in  th e  re la tio n  T h is m an 
declares th a t  i t  is p reposte rous to  suppose 
th a t a  strong , e a rn e s t w om an  of m en ta lity  
and  sp iritu a l resource  is p e rfec tly  satisfied 
w ith  th e  society  o f one m an  fo r a  lifetim e. 
And he adds, “an y  w om an  w hose soul is cen­
tered  in  a  single m an  fo r a  score o f y ea rs  has 
lived a  v ery  n a rro w  & res tric ted  life, and  
her m en ta lity  h a s  su re ly  atro fied  A And 
th u s fo r obvious reasons th e  u n m arried  
w om an of fo r ty  f a r  surpasses, in  sp iritu a l 
reach, her happ ily  m arried  sisters. W e learn  
from  th e  people w ith  w hom  w e associate . 
Men le a rn  from  w om en and  w om en from  
men. Im ag ine  th e  in sp ira tion  a  w om an  gets 
say, from  one honest, b u sy  grocer!” T h is is 
very p lain  ta lk ; b u t th e  w rite r  does n o t stop 
there. H e  decla res th a t  every  successfu l city  
doctor h as from  tw o  to  a  dozen w om en on 
his v is iting  lis t w hom  he fondles and  
caresses, an d  w ho reg a rd  h im  in the  lig h t of 
a  lover. H e  fu r th e r  ad d s th a t  th e  clergy­
m an w ho m akes “p as to ra l calls” & has no t 
several w om en on his ro u te  w ith  w hom  he is 
on tender, a ffec tionate  te rm s, is th e  excep­
tion. A nd th e n  he m akes th is  astound ing  
confession; “ One o f m y  p a tien ts—a  m arried  
w om an—h as fo r m e a  m ore th a n  ten d e r re ­
gard, w hich I fu lly  rec ip rocate , an d  th is  w ith  
the fu ll know ledge & consen t o f h e r bus- 
band .”
T his doctor v is its  h is f a i r  p a tie n t a lm ost 
daily  and  h a s  fo r th ree  years , an d  betw een  
them  a re  constan tly  pass ing  personal le tte rs  
and  notes. T h is delicate, y e t w arm  fr ien d ­
ship, he reg a rd s  a s  n a tu ra l, r ig h t an d  holy, 
and  th e  fa c t th a t  th e  w om an  h a s  a  legal 
husband, rea lly , he  says, h as  no bearing  on 
the case. H e  ap p ea ls  to  th e  H ig h e r L aw . 
The w om an loves bo th  m en, b u t o f course 
in a  d ifferen t w ay  and  fo r d ifferen t reasons 
#  *
U sually, w hen a  w om an  begins to  love one 
m an she h a tes  ano ther, fo r th e  reason  th a t 
she fea rs  him  and  d read s  he w ill do violence 
to  herself o r h e r  new ly  acq u ired  friend . And 
from  fe a r  to  h a te  is a  short, easy  step . U nder 
m ore enligh tened  conditions sh e  w ould  love 
both; no th ing  in h e r  n a tu re  p rev en ts  this; 
tlie fa c t th a t  sh e  h a te s  her hu sb an d  w hen 
she ge ts  acq u a in ted  w ith  a  b e tte r  o r d ifferent 
m an is because  th e  hu sb an d  m akes h im self 
unlovable. T h is  shoe fits e ith e r foot. I t  is 
not a  r ig h t o r left.
In  closing, m y co rresponden t quo tes S ir

R ichard  B u rton  to  th e  effect th a t  in  a ll his
experience a s  a  trav e le r and  s tuden t, he had  
seen b u t one com m unity  th a t  w as free  from  
sex jealousy , b ickering  a n d  s tr ife ; an d  th is  
w as th e  c ity  of E l M edinah, M ecca, am ong 
w hose in h ab itan ts  th e  r ig h t o f po lyandry  w as 
free ly  adm itted .
H is closing p a ra g ra f  reads, “M onogam y has 
been a  fe tich ; and  all of its  so-called benefits 
can  easily  be a tt r ib u te d  to  a  v a rie ty  of 
causes. B ecause a  th in g  goes w ith  a  th ing  
is no reason  th a t  th e  th ing  is th e  cause of 
th e  th ing . A th in g  o ften  ex is ts  in sp ite  of 
an o th e r th ing. All sh ips have barnacles, bu t 
th e  c laim  th a t  sh ips w ould  sink w ithou t 
barnacles is held only by  shallow  people 4k 
A nd even tho  these people be in th e  m ajo rity , 
th e  fa c t rem ains th e  sam e.
“T he in su la r & exclusive custom  of con­
dem ning  all close friendsh ips betw een m en 
& w om en th a t  have  not been sanctified by a  
Ju s tic e  of th e  Peace, m u s t pass aw ay  ere the 
race  can  advance  4  W e grow  in grace only 
w hen  w e love; a ll gentle, honorab le  fr ien d ­
ships betw een  good m en and  w om en should 
be allow ed  to  ru n  th e ir  n a tu ra l course. You 
canno t th w a r t  N a tu re  and  go u n p un ish t 4  
T h ru  th e  in terchange of th o u g h t and  feeiing, 
and  th e  h ea lth fu l p lay  o f th e  emotions, w e 
ad d  cub its  to  o u r s ta tu re  an d  give w ings to  
ou r sp iritu a l n a tu re s .”
I am  n o t a t  liberty  to  publish  th e  nam e of 
m y correspondent, b u t should  anyone w ish to 
com m unicate  w ith  him  personally , I am  p riv ­
ileged to  send his ad d ress  £  I am  to ld  th a t  
he ra n k s  h igh in  h is profession, is a  m em ber 
o f a  p rom inen t Book Club, and  is an  honor­
ab le  an d  cu ltu red  gen tlem an. H e certa in ly  
is frank .
Now, how  com m on th e  condition ju s t  de­
scribed  rea lly  is, I  canno t say  #  L iving here  
in  th e  woods, a t  a  d is tance  from  th e  busy 
m arts  o f tra d e  & ou t of all personal touch 
w ith  th e  social centers, m y opportun ities for 
observation  a re  very  slight. B u t in view  of 
Mr. H ow ell’s  assertion  th a t  as a  people w e 
a re  im perfec tly  m onogam ous, and  from  w h a t 
1 g a th e r from  tim e  to  tim e from  m y corre­
spondents and people w ho m ake  little  jo u r­
neys h ith erw ard , I am  led to  believe th a t  a  
silen t evolution in  E so terics is being w ork t 
ou t in A m erica, and  th is w ith  th e  ta c it con­
sen t of th e  U nbonneted—not to  m ention the 
clergy, press, and  m edical and  legal profes­
sions.
C ustom  m akes law : b u t it tak e s  tim e  fo r 
custom  to ossify  #  C ustom  is now  in th e  
ca rtilage  condition, so f a r  a s  P la ton ism  is 
concerned B u t a lready , I  see th a t  the  las t 
edition of th e  S tan d ard  D ic tionary  has given 
place to  th e  term , P lan ton ic  F riendsh ip , and  
defines it  th u s : “A n a rd e n t affection existing  
betw een  a  m an  w ho  is m arried  & a  w om an 
w ho is not, o r vice versa, a s  th e  case m ay 
be.” W hereas, i t  w as only a  few  years  ago 
th a t  th e  la te  Sam uel J . T ilden re fe rred  to  it 
a s  “a  barren  an d  je ju n e  hypothesis.”
#  A nd now  I boldy haza rd  th e  profecy th a t  
m em bers of th e  A m erican  A cadem y of Im ­
m ortals, w ho ava il them selves of th e  ninety- 
n ine y ea r lim it, w ill w itness p lanks in tro ­
duced into all g re a t p a r ty  p la tfo rm s endors­
ing Soul G rav ita tio n  and  Sykik  Com m union 
#. N ot only this, b u t th a t  church  w hich has
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no t in its  creed a  tene t advocating  C ellular 
Correspondence w ill have nothing b e tte r  to  
boast of th a n  a  beggarly  a rra y  of em pty  
pew s.
£  I have  spoken.”

*
Now, m ind you, I  do no t indorse th e  p rin ­

ciple involved in th is  article. I  sim ply p rin t i t  
fo r th e  high rad ica l g round tak en  by  th e  
w riter. I t  is a  sign show ing th a t  th e  law  of 
a ttra c tio n  is th e  only real law  b ring ing  peo­
ple together. All artific ia l m ethods a re  u n ­
n a tu ra l and unscientific. B ut, listen! W hen 
she w hom  m y soul loves ap p ears  on th e  
scene, all o thers w ill d isappear from  my 
horizon. T he law  is th a t  one m an  and  one 
w om an shall be one, “T hey tw a in  in  one 
flesh.” The reason w hy  th e re  is so m uch 
hell on th e  ea rth  is because m orta lity  is in a 
chaotic condition. People m arry  fo r lu s t or 
money, o r place, o r pow er, an d  fo r nearly  
every  o ther m otive th a n  th e  rig h t one. T im e 
is so sho rt betw een  th e  crad le  and  th e  g rave 
th a t  w e can ’t  lea rn  much. W hen w e shall 
have  conquered death , even fo r a  thousand  
years, w e w ill have  a  chance to  lea rn  a  few  
lessons. B u t I  p rin t the above serm on from  
F ra  E lbertus, as an  index, po in ting  to  the 
tren d  of public opinion.

5

“I w ould like to  know  if you th ink  
th a t  a  person  w ho loses a  child  befo re  i t  is 
accountab le  fo r its  sins, w ill w hen they  die, 
if th ey  try  to  live  th e  r ig h t k ind  o f a  life, 
m eet th e ir  child? P lease an sw er.” Mrs. 
II. H.

W ell, now, th a t  sounds like th e  old ques­
tions I used to  receive a t  p ra y e r  m eeting. I t  
has th e  d u st o f orthodoxy all over it. L et me 
say, w ith  a  loud voice, loud enough to  be 
heard  all over th is  ea rth , th a t  th ere  a re  no 
b a rr ie rs  betw een beings in  th e  o th er w orld. 
T here is no t any  k ind  of sin th a t  can  keep 
you and  your child a p a r t in th e  o ther w orld.
I do no t care  w h a t k ind of a  life  you live, or 
w h a t in th e  devil you do, th ere  is no separa­
tion  in sp irit. God is One, and  th e  only One, 
and  he can no t be sep ara ted  from  H im self.

“Is  th e  read ing  of first-class secu lar 
lite ra tu re  detrim en ta l to  th e  unfolding and  
developm ent of th e  sp iritu a l n a tu re ? ”

No. T here  is no t any  k ind  of read ing  th a t  
is de trim en ta l to  th e  unfolding an d  develop­
m en t of th e  sp iritua l n a tu re . T he sp iritua l 
n a tu re  is God, and  know s all things. T here 
is no t any th ing  h idden from  th e  sp iritua l 
n a tu re . Shakespere, Goethe, B row ning, 
H ugo, and  o th e r s 'th a t  you m ention w ere in­
spired w riters. T he S pirit is free.

“ Is  th ere  any  reason w hy a  m an  born 
A ugust 14th and  a  w om an born Aug. 18th 
should no t be happy  in th e ir  life?”

I do no t see any  reason w hy. A ccording to  
th e  Zodiac th ey  both  belong to th e  fire de­
pa rtm en t, an d  m ay  ra ise  hell occasionally, 
b u t th is  is a  com m on th ing  in m arried  life. 
E ven  old m other E ve ra ised  Cain.

“You a d m it th a t  you a re  progressing 
in you r healing  pow ers. D oes U niversal 
S p irit progress?”

No, b u t th e  ind iv idual unfo lds into m ore 
and  m ore know ledge of the U niversal. H eal­
ing is done by know ing how to use the  U ni­
versa l Pow er.
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(.From th e  D enver D aily  N ew s, F eb . 11, 1900.)

DOCTOR OF EGOISM ACTS THE DEPUTY OF THE GREAT I AM.

Thomas J. Shelton Distributes Vibrations from Central Dynamo of the 
Almighty — Christian Minister Becomes an Individualist.

THOMAS J. SHELTON, EDITOR OF CHRISTIAN.

“I w a n t an o th e r s tenog rapher and  ty p e­
w riter. A  w om an, of course; young, healthy , 
w ell educated , and  an  Ind iv idua lis t. Send 
photo and  sam ple of h andw riting , w ith  da te  
o f b irth . Position  w ill be perm anen t, w ith  
good sa lary , to  th e  rig h t person.”

A rep o rte r stood m eekly w ith  a  copy of th e  
above adv ertisem en t in h e r hand . She w as  
ou t fo r in form ation , and  had  m ade th e  a p ­
p lication  to  D r. T hom as J . Shelton, th e  per­
son w ho advertised  fo r th is  special k ind  of a 
stenog rapher in  a  paper.

T he doctor h ad  ta k e n  a  snap  sho t v iew  of 
th e  ca ller from  an  ad jo in ing  room  as she 
entered , b u t a s  she w as  supposed no t to  have 
seen it—fo r fo rm ’s sake—she d idn ’t. T here 
w ere  som e fo rm alities to  go th rough  before  
th e  I Am could be seen.

A charm ing  young g irl entered . She w as 
th e  ty p ew rite r , n o t th e  “ano ther stenog­
ra p h e r” ad vertised  for, b u t th e  “a lread y ” 
one.

“D id  you w ish  to  see D r. Shelton  h im self? 
H e is very  busy .”

T he rep o rte r m odestly  b u t firm ly said  th a t  
it w as th e  doctor h im self she w ished  to  see. 
No su b s titu te  could be accepted  u n d er th e  
c ircum stances. T he “a lread y ,” p re tty , 
healthy , young, and  “of course a  w o m an ” 
s tenog rapher re tired , an d  a f te r  a  c e rta in  
am o u n t of m um bling  in  th e  o th e r room , D r. 
Shelton  appeared . H e  cam e fo rw a rd  sw iftly  
—a  th in , m edium -sized gen tlem an, w ith  
sandy  h a ir  and  m oustache. H e w as  th e  k ind  
of th in  th a t  is only p roduced  in  th e  South, 
an d  h is face  w as  ra th e r  long and  tap e red  to ­
w a rd  th e  chin.

“D r. Shelton, I  am  a  rep o rte r—”
“Ah, you a re  n o t a  s tenog rapher?”
“No, I  h ave  called to  find ou t, if  you w ill 

be so k ind  as  to  te ll me, w h a t is req u ired  of 
a  s tenographer, w ho m ust, am ong h e r  o ther 
recom m endations, ca rry  th a t  o f an  ind iv id ­
ualist. I  should  like to  know  ju s t  w h a t is 
m ean t by an  ind iv idualis t.”

Gallery of Individualists.
“Come rig h t into th e  o th er room ,” sa id  the 

doctor, w av ing  his hand  to w ard  th e  door.

“P e rh a p s  you w ou ld  lik e  to  see som e of the 
p ic tu res  sen t in  a n sw e r to  m y advertisem ent. 
T h ere  th ey  a re  on th e  m an te l,” and  with 
an o th e r sw eep ing  g e s tu re  he ind ica ted  about 
a  dozen pho tographs, a rra n g e d  on a  shelf.

T hey  w ere  in a ll k in d s o f gow ns, these 
in d iv idua lis ts  w ho h ad  app lied  fo r th e  job, 
an d  som e of th em  w ere  ra th e r  o lder th an  the 
ad v ertise m en t could be  sa id  to  rea lly  call for. 
T hey  all looked like  v e ry  sensib le  girls, but 
th e  “a lre a d y ” s ten o g rap h e r could bea t them 
all to  p ieces fo r looks.

T he re p o r te r  w a s  w av ed  to w ard  a  seat. 
She looked cu riously  a t  th e  “a lread y ,” who 
s a t a t  th e  w indow  b efo re  h e r  typew riter. 
She w as  ru b b in g  h e r  fo reh ead  softly , and 
looking anx iously  a t  an  open le tte r  in her 
hand. H e r h a ir  w a s  d a rk  a n d  piled up in a 
fluffy m ass off h e r  face. H e r  brow n eyes 
w ere p lunged  w ith  a  m ost charm ing  intensity 
on th e  w h ite  sh ee t w ith  th e  b lack  scraw ls 
over it. W as she try in g  to  m ake  ou t an  un­
in tellig ib le  h an d w ritin g , o r to  tra n s la te  with 
her im p erfec t u n d e rs tan d in g  a  F rench  let­
te r?

The “A lready” in  Training.
No, th is  p re tty , charm ing , innocent young 

g irl w as ju s t  try in g  to  be  an  individualist. 
H er em ployer in sisted  upon it  and  she would 
do it if it  b ro u g h t lines o f c a re  across her 
sm ooth, w h ite  b row  in th e  a ttem p t.

“She goes th ro u g h  m y le tte rs  and  answ ers 
them  as she, a s  an  ind iv idua lis t, th in k s  best,” 
sa id  th e  doctor in  ex p lana tion  o f th e  pretty  
p ictu re . “I look over them , of course, be­
fore th ey  a re  sen t aw ay , and  som etimes 
th row  one aw ay . You un d ers tan d , she can’t 
o ften  go very  fa r  w rong—being  an  individ­
ua lis t.”

D r. S helton  h as recen tly  com e to  D enver 
from  L ittle  Rock, A rk. F o r  tw e n ty  years he 
w as a  m in is te r of th e  C h ris tian  church , but 
now  he h as becom e a  be liever in  vibrations, 
an d  by  w ork ing  v ib ra tio n s  to  p lease  himself, 
lie says he h as accom plished  g re a t things. 
W all s tre e t consu lts  him  an d  m en and  women 
from  all over th e  w o rld  a re  tre a te d  by him. 
H e re fu ses  to  receive callers, an d  carries  on 
h is w ork  th ro u g h  co rrespondence only. He 
w as  a b o u t to  re fu se  a  rep re sen ta tiv e  of the 
N ews, w hen  he  h ea rd  a  voice w hich  to ld  him 
to  receive her, an d  he  a lw ay s  obeys th e  voice 
th a t  speaks to 'h im . H e  sees p ic tu res, too, 
and  calls h im self th e  “ I A m .” D r. Shelton, 
w hen  asked  w h a t an  in d iv id u a lis t m eant, ac­
cording to  h is idea  of it, sa id :

Outlines His Philosophy.
“An in d iv id u a lis t is one w ho consu lts him­

self, h is ow n conscience a n d  mind, a s  to 
w h a t he shall do. H e  m u s t g e t into the 
silence. Som e people a lw a y s  ask  th e ir  law ­
yer, an d  he  te lls  them  to  do th e  th in g  as  he 
sees it  on th e  law  side. A sk th e  chu rch  and 
it  is th e  church  side of it. I f  you appeal to 
m o th er o r fa th e r, th ey  ad v ise  from  w hat 
th ey  h ave  been tau g h t. M y belief is pure 
m en ta l science, th e  law  of suggestion . There 
is no relig ion a b o u t it. T he  only God about 
it  is th e  G od in me. In s tead  of p ray ing  for 
people, I  p ray  to  people, to  th e  G od w ith in  
them selves.

“G od is a  u n iv e rsa l p rincip le, I am  the 
person of th a t  princip le. E ach  indi­



CHRI STI AN
vidual is th e  person of th e  u n iversa l p rin ­
ciple o f th is  personality . A s long a s  you  be­
lieve G od is a  person  ou tside of you rse lf you 
a re  dependen t on th is  o th e r person. W hen  
you recognize th a t  you a re  th e  person of 
th is P rin c ip le  you becom e independent. 
T he  ‘I  A m ’ is th e  persona l nam e  o f th e  D eity . 
The God, th e  un iversa l princip le, is no t 
nam ed Je su s  o r Josh , b u t th e  ‘I Am th a t  I  
Am .’ ”

These a re  only  a  few  of th e  th ings th a t  D r. 
Shelton says in ex p lan a tio n  o f h is teach ings. 
H e claim s to  be sim ply  a  m ou thp iece th rough  
w hich th e  “I  A m ” w orks. H e  looked over to  
the p re tty  ty p ew rite r , w ho h ad  “found  h e r­
self,” and  w a s  rap id ly  w o rk in g  th e  keyboard  
of th e  m achine, an d  sa id :

Has a C entral Pull.
“She isn’t  w ritin g  th a t  le tte r , i t ’s  th e  ‘I  

Am.’ W hen I  s i t dow n to  w rite  I don’t  do 
any th ing  m yself; i t ’s  th e  ‘I  A m ’ th a t  does it. 
I  am  no th ing  m ore th a n  th e  n u m b er of th e  
house, th e  m eans th ro u g h  w hich  he  w orks.

“lA>w do I  know  it?  J u s t  a s  you o r any  
one else know s w h en  he is hung ry . I  know  
th a t  m y v ib ra tio n s  com e r ig h t from  th e  cen­
te r  of pow er. I  see an d  h e a r  b e tte r  in  th e  
sub jec tive  th a n  in  th e  objective.

“I believe th a t  ind iv idually  I am  associated  
w ith  all th e  pow er th a t  th e re  Is in  th e  w orld. 
I f  th e  ‘I  A m ’ shou ld  sudden ly  cease  to  use m e 
as a  m eans to  w ork  th ro u g h , i t  w ou ld  m ake 
no difference to  me. I  h ave  p len ty  of m oney 
to live on, and  I  have  ju s t  invested  $10,000 
in a  mine. B u t you need n ’t  m ention  th a t— 
it isn’t  o f th e  le a s t im portance . You know  
if it w ere n o t th a t  I  h av e  th is  w ork  of the 
‘I  A m ’ to  c a rry  on, I  w ou ld  b e  ju s t  a  plain, 
bald-headed, gold-bug R epublican.

“I am  th e  m ost p rac tic a l o f m en. T here  is 
nothing of th e  c ran k  ab o u t me. I  believe th e  
alm igh ty  d o lla r is th e  shadow  of A lm ighty  
God. W hen  I  b ro u g h t m y paper, T he C hris­
tian, to  D enver an d  asked  fo r b id s from  
p rin te rs  fo r g e ttin g  it  out, I  took  th e  h ighest 
bidder, th e  Sm ith-B rooks P rin tin g  Com pany, 
because I w a n t th e  b e s t w ork  a tta in ab le .

Experience in  M inistry.
“I used to  be a  re v iv a lis t in th e  C hris tian  

church. I  w a s  a  m in is te r in  th a t  chu rch  fo r 
tw en ty  y ea rs  an d  held  p ro trac ted  m eetings.
I  traveled  all over th e  E a s t  an d  M iddle W est. 
Ten y ea rs  ago I  began  on m y p resen t w ork.
I have a lw ay s  defended  Mrs. E d d y  as  th e  
m other o f th e  new  th o u g h t, b u t m y objection  
is to  h e r m ak ing  i t  a  religion.

"I believe Je su s  is th e  h ig h es t ideal. I  
th ink  m y in sp ira tion  is ju s t  a s  good as  any  
o ther m an ’s. I  believe all o f th e  insp ired  
sayings in th e  B ible, an d  if  th e re  a re  in­
spired w ritings, th e re  m u s t be insp ired  m en 
to read  th em  an d  u n d e rs ta n d  them . I f  I  re a d  
you a  b eau tifu l poem  a n d  th e re  is noth ing  in 
your soul w hich w ould  respond  to  it, th en  
th a t  poem w ould  be no th ing  to  you.

“I believe ev e ry th in g  th a t  sp irit says to  
me. I t  w a s  prophesied  to  m e nine y ea rs  ago 
th a t  I  should com e to  D enver. W hy did I 
come? F o r m y h ea lth ?  No. B ecause I w as 
told to  com e by  th e  ‘I Am.’ I t  is a  b e tte r  
cen ter to  w ork  from , to  send  o u t th e  paper 
from. I  h ave  40,000 subscribers  fo r it, 1.000 
righ t here in  D enver, an d  over 100 patien ts .

Uses Endearing Terms.
“ W h a t do I m ean by calling  people ‘sw eet­

h e a rt? ’ I t  is th e  sw eetest, d eares t w ord I 
know , a n d  a ll those w ho com e in to  sym pa­
th e tic  touch  w ith  m y v ib ra tions I speak  of 
an d  to  in  th a t  w ay. L ate ly  I  h av e  been using 
‘d a rlin g ’ instead . I t  is no t to  w om en alone, 
b u t to  m en  a s  w ell. I  h ave  m an y  m en friends. 
One of them  is 75 years  old, an d  I call him 
‘sw ee th ea rt.’ T h ere  a re  m en w ho address 
m e in th e  sam e te rm s  of endearm en t. You 
know  i t  is p lea san t to  a ll o f u s  to  h ave  loving 
a n d  affec tionate  w ords em ployed in ou r in­
tercou rse  w ith  each other. I t  is sim ply in 
th is  w ay  th a t  I  use these  term s.

“H ow  do I  g ive people tre a tm en ts?  Well, 
I  go in to  th e  silence. I f  I  am  to  t r e a t  fo r 
poverty , I  send v ib ra tions o f success. I  have 
p a tien ts  on W all s tre e t w ho pay  m e from  $25 
to  $50 a  m onth . Once I b u ilt a  house w orth  
$5,000 w hen  I  d idn ’t  h av e  5 cen ts to  begin 
w ith . I  saw  th e  w hole th in g  as  in  a  p ic tu re  
an d  knew  th a t  w as  th e  th ing  to  do—and it 
w as.”

T h is an d  m uch m ore d id  D r. Shelton d is­
course upon an d  he seem ed to  h av e  found  a  
so lu tion  o f a ll th in g s  perfec tly  sa tisfac to ry  
to  h im self. H e  is a  c la irvoyan t, b u t says he 
is n o t a  sp iritua lis t, and- a lw ay s com es back  
to  th e  one point, th e  “I  A m ” w hich he claim s 
to  rep resen t an d  w hich  is  th e  only gu ide he  
follows.

TAKING TREATM ENTS.

“ Som etim e, w hen convenient, will yon 
p lease explain  in yo u r p ap er w hy Silent 
tre a tm e n ts  reach  one m ore effectually  th an  
ta lk in g  ora lly  to  a  person? A lthough som e 
can  help  themselves b e tte r  th an  o thers  can, 
do you th in k  th e  tim e w ill come w hen no 
one w ill need help from  o thers?  Is  it no t 
possible fo r those w ho a re  f a r  developed in 
th is  T ru th  to  still need some help from  
o thers?

“ I have  a  num ber of friends in B oston 
w ho th in k  tre a tm en ts  a re  stum bling  blocks, 
and  th a t  m any  persons w ill no t be  ab le  to  
s tan d  alone un til th ey  do no t need o r wish 
tre a tm en ts  from  anyone. Y our exp lana tions 
a re  so clear, I  hope you will m ention th is  in 
your paper, and I  shall then  hope these 
fr iends w ill understand . S incerely yours, 
Miss E . J . T .”

T he only real, genuine m en ta l healing  is 
in  th e  Silence. T he physical presence is 
no t m en ta l healing, b u t m agnetic. T he 
d ru g  doctor comes w ith  his personal m ag ­
netism , and  lifts  th e  p a tien t by  physical 
force. T he p a tie n t then  res ts  quietly  in th e  
pow er of his hypnotic suggestion  un til his 
n ex t visit. D ay  a f te r  day, the. sufferer is 
borne along by  th is  physical pow er. T he 
sam e princip le holds good w ith  th e  m ental 
healer w hen he receives p a tien ts  in to  his 
physical presence. T h is hypnotic suggestion 
has gone on age  a f te r  age  un til th e  people 
have  become helpless. The personal p res­
ence of th e  p reach er in th e  pu lp it has borne 
people along in religion, w ith o u t th e ir  tak in g  
a  single th o u g h t fo r them selves. T his is 
tru e  of both  p reacher, p riest, politician  and  
physician. W hy  should those w ho claim  
to  be m en ta l healers follow  in th is  old ru t?

T he S ilent W ord com es a s  a  healing  balm  
for th e  soul. I t  comes up in to  th e  p a tie n t’s

mind as a  p a r t of his ow n th ink ing . T he 
tru e  heale r speaks d irec tly  to  th e  ind iv id­
uality  of h is patien t. H e te lls him  n o t to  
tru s t  in le tte rs  o r th e  w ord of m outh , b u t 
to  ab ide  in th e  stillness, un til th e  God w ith in  
him  is aw akened. I t  is a  step  in advance 
of any th ing  th a t  has ever been in th e  w orld 
before. M ental healing  is f a r  in advance  o f 
Jesu s C hrist and  his A postles; b u t it  is in 
d irect fu lfillm ent of the  prom ise m ade con­
cern ing  th e  Spirit. Je su s knew  th a t  his 
m ethods w ere no t perm anent, and  th a t  a 
new  order m ust come to  th e  w orld. H e told 
h is disciples p lain ly  th a t  he m ust go aw ay . 
H e m u st tak e  th e  physical m an  ou t o f th e ir  
sight, in  o rder th a t  they  m igh t see th e  sp ir­
itu a l m an. H e  prom ised to  send them  th e  
S p irit of T ru th , w hich should ab ide  w ith  
them  forever. T his S p irit o f T ru th  is now 
in th e  world, u nder th e  nam e o f M ental 
Science. W hen you come in to  th e  fu ll vi­
b ra tions of th is S p irit of T ru th , you w ill le t 
go of a ll m ate ria l m eans. Y ou w ill no t m ix 
clay  and  sp ittle  a s  a  salve fo r b lind  eyes. 
You w ill no t ca rry  handkerch iefs to  th e  sick, 
o r try  to  m agnetize  pieces o f paper. You 
w ill speak  th e  S ilent W ord every  day  for 
th e  healing  of a ll k inds o f sickness. W hen 
th is  S p irit h a s  free  course, i t  w ill sw eep 
aw ay  all d iseases and  destroy  death.

T here  is n o t an y th in g  w eaken ing  to  th e  
w ill in tru e  m en ta l trea tm en ts . On th e  con­
tra ry , it  s tren g th en s  th e  w ill and  builds up 
ind iv iduality  to  receive th e  v ib ra tions of the 
S ilen t W ord. T he  stro n g  w ill a lw ays bear 
th e  infirm ities of the w eak; b u t th e  w eak 
ones w ill receive s tren g th  and  soon be able 
to  b ea r th e ir  ow n burdens. I  have  thou ­
sands o f p a tien ts  w ho a re  now  stand ing  in 
th e  ligh t o f T ru th . M any of them  send me 
m oney every m onth, sim ply a s  a  token of 
th e ir  joy  and  g ra titude . I w ould no t be in 
th is  w ork if I  w ere no t m ore th a n  p asto r 
o r physician. I  p rac tice  w h a t I p reach ; and  
my p ractice  is m ore th a n  m y preaching.

DEGENERATION.

I received a  le t te r  th e  o ther day  from  a 
little  w om an and  I  w a n t to  g ive you the 
substance  of her le tte r  and  m y answ er. She 
h ad  been a  s tu d en t of Mrs. E ddy  and  then  
d rifted  into a  so-called regenera tion  idea. 
T his new  th o u g h t of regenera tion  is  th a t  
you m ust live like a  m onk or a  nun  is sup­
posed to  live. T herefo re  she separa ted  from 
h e r husband  and  her little  children  and  w an­
dered off into th is  dam foolishness. She and  
her husband  a re  devoted  m em bers of th e  
C atholic church. She has h ad  th ree  children  
inside of five y e a rs  and  w as reduced  to  a l­
m ost a  skeleton, had  a b ad  cough, an d  sym p­
tom s of consum ption. She go t th e  idea into 
her h ead  th a t  she  is losing her ow n individ­
u a lity  in  th a t  o f her husband. B oth  husband 
an d  w ife  a re  h ighly  educated , a re  a r tis ts  of 
h igh a tta in m en t. She is in  love w ith  her 
husband  an d  h e r husband  is in love w ith  her. 
B u t she th in k s th a t  h e r soul and  body m ust 
be saved  by  b reak ing  up her hom e and  sacri­
ficing love. W here did she g e t th is  though t?  
F rom  a  lo t o f ro t th a t  is being ta u g h t in the 
nam e of science.
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I to ld  h e r  th a t  h e r ill-health  w as caused  
by hav ing  too m any  children . She ough t not 
h ave  an y  children  a t  all. H e r  hu sb an d  should 
ta k e  h e r  in h is a rm s and  sleep w ith  h e r as 
though  she w ere  a  baby . She w ould  gain  
s tren g th  from  h is stren g th . H e  o ugh t to  love 
her, and  cherish  her, an d  p e t h e r and  so 
bring  h e r up in  th e  nou rishm en t o f genuine 
love. L e t m e say  rig h t here , w hen  I  say  th a t  
regenera tion  com es th ro u g h  sexua l v ib ra ­
tions, I  do no t m ean  sex u a l m anipu lations. 
T here  is a  v a s t  difference betw een  v ib ra ­
tions and  m an ipu lations. In  sexua l v ib ra ­
tions, th e  electro-m agnetic  cu rren t flows from  
th e  one to  th e  o th er and  each is fed  from  th e  
F o u n ta in  of Life. T he fo u n ta in  of life  is 
e lec tro-m agnetic; th a t  is, m ale  and  fem ale. 
B u t if you u n d e rtak e  to  use  th e  w ay s  of 
genera tion  you w ill b reak  th is  c u rre n t and  
live a  fitful, feverish  life. T re a t h e r a s  your 
sw ee theart. In  regenera tion  “th e re  is n e ither 
m arry ing  or g iv ing  in  m a rria g e ,” b u t m ale  
an d  fem ale  a re  in co n stan t associa tion  w ith  
each o th er n igh t an d  day . S exual v ib ra tions 
in  regenera tion  a re  perp e tu a l and  n o t spas­
modic. T he electro-m agnetic c u rre n t is 
never broken. You m ay be to g e th e r in th e  
sam e bed  or a  th o u san d  m iles a p a r t  an d  
these  v ib ra tions a re  going on a ll th e  tim e. 
I t  is perpe tua l bliss an d  e te rn a l life. W hy? 
B ecause these v ib ra tions com e d irec tly  from  
the sun. I t  is th e  L ord  from  heaven  and  th e  
W om an clo thed w ith  th e  sun. T here  a re  no 
th ird  persons in te rested  in  'th is  union, 
w hether ch ild ren  or adu lts . To a ll o f you 
w ho have children , I  say  b ring  them  up  in 
th e  tru th , b u t don’t  b ring  any  m ore in to  th e  
w orld.

I also  told th is  little  w om an to  go on w or­
shiping in  th e  C atholic church. T h ere  w as 
no troub le  ab o u t her tu rn in g  all th e  sym bols 
o f th is  religion into tru th  and  b eau ty . She 
w ro te  fo r tre a tm e n ts  and  I am  giv ing  th e  
tre a tm en ts  to  th e  m an. If  he can  le a m  th e  
tru th , a n d  p rac tice  it, he w ill find a  gold 
m ine in  h is w ife. In  conclusion, I  w a n t to  
say  th a t  I  am  g e tting  loaded fo r a  g re a t 
serm on on R egeneration . I t  is se ttin g  th e  
w hole w orld  w ild  w ith  excitem ent. I have  
th e  keys of th is  kingdom , an d  w h a t I  “loose 
on e a rth  shall be loosed in heaven; an d  w h a t 
I b ind  on e a rth  shall be bound  in  heaven .”
I sim ply give you these  few  w ords a s  a  h in t 
of w h a t is coming.

Since w riting  the  above I have  concluded 
to  add  a  few  m ore h in ts. W h a t is regenera­
tion? T he w ord  m eans to  g en era te  ag a in ; 
b u t certa in ly  it  is no t th ro u g h  th e  old m eth ­
ods. G eneration  m eans to  p roduce new  life  
from  th e  w om b of a  w om an, b u t reg en era ­
tion  m eans to  reproduce the  life  th a t  has 
a lready  been produced. M an born  of w om ­
a n ’s w om b is of few  d ay s an d  fu ll o f tro u ­
ble, therefo re , w e do no t w a n t an y  m ore of 
th a t  k ind  of life. W e w a n t m any  days, e te r­
n ity  itself, an d  no troub le . T herefore , how 
can  a  m an  en te r th e  second tim e  in to  his 
m o ther’s w om b and  be born? T h is question  
w as asked  by N icodem us and  answ ered  by 
Jesu s  C hris t in  th e  very  b e s t language  th a t  
could be used. Y et th e  g rea te s t of theolo­
g ians h ave  fa iled  to  g e t a t  h is  m eaning. Of 
course th e re  is a  w om an in it, else he w ould  
n o t h av e  sa id  any th ing  ab o u t b irth . Of

course th e re  is a  w om an in  it, o r he w ould 
no t have  sa id  an y th in g  ab o u t regenera tion . 
B u t w h a t d id  he m ean  w hen  he sa id  th a t  it  
should be  a  b ir th  of w a te r  and  sp irit?  W a te r  
s tan d s  fo r physical life, therefo re , th e  first 
b ir th  is from  th e  w om b of a  w om an. B u t 
th e re  is no sense in  going b ack  to  th a t  w om b 
an y  m ore, o r hav ing  an y th in g  to  do w ith  th e  
a c ts  o f genera tion . T he m an  w ho en te rs  in to  
a  w om an’s w om b is bo rn  in to  m o rta lity ; and, 
to  b eg e t ch ild ren  is to  w a s te  y o u r ow n m or­
ta l  life  by  hav ing  i t  reproduced  in to  th e  life  
o f ano ther. You kill yourse lf an d  y o u r w ife  
in  o rder th a t  you m ay  leave  m o rta l ch ild ren  
in  you r im age an d  likeness.

L isten , oh ye  m en  an d  w om en of m or­
ta lity ! W hile th e  firs t b ir th  is o f w a te r  and  
from  th e  w om b of th e  flesh, th e  second b ir th  
is o f th e  S p irit an d  from  th e  w om b of th e  
m ind. D on’t  go sa iling  too f a r  in to  th e  skies, 
now , an d  th in k  th a t  you g e t aw ay  from  th e  
physica l body, fo r you do not. B u t th e  so- 
ca lled  sexual o rgans a re  no t in  evidence. I t  
is th e  w hole body, an d  th e  w hole m ind, an d  
th e  w hole sp irit. In  regenera tion  th e  w om an  
does n o t becom e yo u r w ife  in  th e  m o rta l 
sense, she is you r m o ther an d  y o u r dau g h ter. 
She g ives you b ir th  in to  th e  new  life, an d  
you  bege t new  life  in  her. A bove a ll th ings, 
she  is you r sw ee th ea rt. You don’t  tu rn  aw ay  
from  h e r  to  bestow  you r affections upon h e r 
children , fo r she w ill n o t h av e  any . She is 
yo u r baby , y o u r darling , y o u r a ll in  all. Once 
m ore le t m e say  th a t  th e  e lec tro-m agnetic  
c u rre n t is nev er b roken  be tw een  you. T h ere  
is never an y  action  in  you th a t  b rin g s a  re ­
action . You do n o t ascend  to  th e  heavens 
an d  th en  descend in to  th e  dep th s o f hell. 
T h ere  m u s t be a  m a tin g  in one sense o f th is 
w ord ; she  w hom  m y soul loves is th e  one 
sen t m e by th e  I AM. T h e  ind iv idual in ­
telligence does n o t u n d ers tand . G od m ust 
do th e  jo in ing , an d  w hen  H e  jo in s  th e re  can 
be no k ind  of sep ara tio n .

I h ave  called  th is  a rtic le  d egenera tion ; to  
follow  th e  course th a t  m y little  fr ien d  and  
h e r husband  a re  follow ing, an d  w hich  all 
th e  w orld  is follow ing, is to  degenera te . I t  
looks like any  fool can  see th a t  th ese  fo rces 
should  be  conserved  by  sex u a l v ib ra tions. 
W e know  th a t  th e  life  o f so called  continence 
w ill n o t conserve these  forces. T he m onks 
an d  nuns w e n t th e  w ay  of all th e  e a rth . T he 
old m aid  an d  old bachelor, if tru e  to  th e ir  
professions, p ass  on in to  old age, decay, and  
death . T herefo re  w h a t is to  be  done? A re 
w e to  keep  on going “a ro u n d  an d  a round  
th is  gooseberry  b u sh ?” No. T he  law s of 
regenera tion  a re  th ro u g h  sexua l v ib ra tion . 
T h is  m eans p erp e tu a l life, in  o th e r w ords, 
e te rn a l m ovem ent of th e  forces, th e  fem in ine 
an d  m asculine. T his is th e  likeness and  
im age of "E lohim ," th e  U n iversal S p ir i t  I t  
is a n  abso lu te  u p w ard  step  from  generation , 
from  th e  m o rta l to  th e  im m ortal. H ow  is it 
accom plished? By th e  I AM th a t  I  AM. I 
AM th e  M ale an d  I AM th e  F em ale . I  AM 
th e  union betw een  th e  M ale an d  th e  F em ale. 
I  AM th e  Seed of a ll th e  Seeds. I  AM th e  
W ord  w hich c rea te s  and  upholds all th ings. 
I  AM th e  M an and  th e  W om an. I AM th e  
E te rn a l Silence, and  from  ou t o f th is  E te r ­
nal Silence cam e a ll th e  m an ifesta tions of 
life. T herefo re  I  AM R egeneration .

“ C an you  te ll m e w here  to  g e t ‘Wood’s 
Idea l Suggestions,’ a n d  p rice  of it? ”

Lee & Shepard , B oston. F if ty  cents.

“T hy  L ig h t,” volum e 1, No. 1, month­
ly, fifty  c en ts  a  year. W . S idney Fertig, 
C am eron, B aro n  coun ty , W is. “A Journal 
o f th e  Son’s Science,” w a s  bo rn  in February, 
fo u r pages, tw o  co lum ns to  th e  page.

I f  you  w a n t C h ris tian , a  postal card 
w ill fe tch  it ; if  you don’t  w a n t it, a  postal 
c a rd  w ill s to p  it. I am  so rry  to  say that 
th e re  a re  sev era l id io ts on m y lis t who return 
th e  p ap e r w ith o u t g iv ing  th e ir  address.

■&&& “ I f  a ll is good, w hy  th e  Axiom, tha t 
no th in g  is know n, excep t by  co n trast?  How 
can  w e enjoy, u n less  w e su ffer?”

C o n tra s t is n o t evil, Suffering  is not evil. 
W h a t w e teach  is th a t  evil is no t a  principle 
o f being, b u t  a  cond ition  of th e  understand­
ing.

I  am  a sk ed  to  define th e  difference 
b e tw een  th e  w ord  “ G od” an d  the  word 
“L ord .” G od is from  “E loh im ” and  means 
th e  U n iversa l S p irit. T h e  w ord  Lord is 
Jeh o v ah , o r Y ahveh, a n d  m eans th e  I  AM, 
th e  m an ifes tin g  o r speak in g  pow er of the 
U n iversa l S p irit. L o rd  God is God in his 
W ord.

L e t i t  be understood , once for all, 
th a t  I  w ill no t a n sw e r le t te rs  unless a t  least 
one do lla r is enclosed. I f  you  w a n t four 
le tte rs  a  m onth , th e n  send  fo u r dollars; if you 
w a n t a  h u n d red  le tte rs  a  m onth , th en  send a 
h u n d red  dollars. I f  you  w a n t to  send a 
le t te r  fo r consu lta tion , send  one dollar. I 
m u s t m ake th is  ru le  s tr ic t  in  o rder to  defend 
m yself a g a in s t a  flood of le tte rs  I can not 
afford  to  an sw er.

The R ad ian t Centre is th e  nam e of a 
new  m onth ly , s ta r te d  by  m y ra d ia n t friend, 
K a te  A tk inson  B oehm e, 1528 Corcoran 
s tre e t, W ash ing ton , D. C. I t  is devoted to 
philosophy, science an d  religion. Volume 1, 
N um ber 1, b eg an  w ith  Ja n u a ry , 1900. I t  is 
a  lucky  date , a n d  th e  p ap e r beg ins in good 
sty le , on fine paper. I t  is e ig h t pages, with 
one p age  devo ted  to  ad v ertisem en ts . I t  is 
pub lished  m onth ly  a t  $1 p e r  year. K a te  is a 
success, and  th e re fo re  h e r p ap e r is bound to 
succeed.

“ I do n o t q u ite  u n d e rs ta n d  you r posi­
tion  w ith  re sp ec t to  th e  Sun. Do you mean 
th a t  a ll ob jec tiv e  conceptions of God savor 
m ore o r less o f id o la try ; b u t th a t , if from 
lack  of sp iritu a l in s ig h t one m u s t have  some­
th in g  th a t  appea ls  to  th e  ob jec tive  sense, 
th en  th a t  th e  Sun  is a  m ore ra tio n a l object 
fo r th e  pu rpose th a n  is an y  tw o-legged indi­
v idua l in  th e  sk ies?”

No, I  do n o t m ean  fo r  you  to  look at 
th e  S un  a s  a  m ere o b jec t o f w orship . The 
Sun  is none o th e r th a n  th e  A lm ighty  God, 
an d  th e  e lec trica l th eo ry  of th e  universe is 
th e  only tru e  theory . Sun is p u re  Spirit, th a t 
is, fire th a t  su s ta in s  itse lf  w ith o u t com busti­
ble m a tte r . W hen  B lack  H aw k , th e  Indian 
chief, w as  n o t in v ited  to  a  s e a t in th e  pres­
ence o f G overnor H arriso n , he sa id : “The 
Sun is m y fa th e r  an d  th e  E a r th  is my 
m o ther; I  w ill repose on th e  bosom of my 
m o ther,” a n d  he  s a t  dow n on th e  ground. 
H e w as speak ing  th e  T ru th . I  w ill have 
som eth ing  m ore to  say  on th is  su b jec t soon, 
a s  I know  a  li t t le  m ore th a n  I u sed  to  know.




