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THE EARTH, THE WORLD AND L

By Charlotte Perkins Stetson.
*Child,” said the Earth to me,
“What can you do?
Why do you try?
Can you not see
That all you are and can ever be
Is the product of Heredity—
Merely the outcome, sure and true,
Of other lives gone by?
Because your ancestors were such,
Back to primeval slime,
Therefore you ail and sin so much,
Therefore 'tis waste of time
For you to seek to steer your course
Free of this cumulative force,
Beast, plant and rock, your story runs
Back to the power that swings the suns;
And can you disobey the laws
That move you from the primal cause?
Peace, fretful child! Be still!
And do my will!”

“Child,” said the World to me,
“What ecan you do?
Why do you try?
Can you not see
That all the effort you have spent
Is the product of Environment—
That your surroundings govern you,
And circumstances nigh?
Because you're born in such an age,
Because you're taught from such a page,
Because your friends are so and so—
Therefore you act and feel and know
Just as you do. In vain you've tried
To throw this influence aside.
Fruit of your century and race,
Your family and dwelling-place,
Your education, work and friends—
You have no individual ends!
Peace, fretful child! Be still!
And do my willl”

Said I to the Barth: “Dear Dirt,

Your remarks don't hurt,

Being peacefully, perfectly true—

But the fact of my coming from you
Does not alter another, my dear—

This fact—I am here!

Evolution’s long effort to Be

Has resulted in me,

And T hark with respect to your tones

As T would to my bones

Should their feelings new utterance give,
Should they say, ‘We allow you to live!
Heredity? Yes, I admit

All you're claiming for it.

The “first cause” is still running your ranch,
But I'm a collateral branch!

In which the same power is set free,

To be handled by me.
You don’t see it? No matter, old friend,
It's all one in the end."

Said I to the World: “I can take
No offense at the statements you make.
They are truthful as far as they go—
But there’s much you don’t know.
Your power you correctly define,
But you fail to see mine,
You make me, in part, it is true—
But, my friend, who makes you?
The environment's force on our race
Is not climate or place
So much as each new demonstration
Of our social relation.
Our strongest impressions we take
From conditions we make;
And when we don't like the effect
We can change—ean select;
Can unmake and remake and choose
The conditions we use!
Just think what the product will be
When I make you make me!”

" —The Cosmopolitan.
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#¥% Thomas Edward Sweeney, Escanaba,
Mich.,, has begun work as a healer. He is
giving good satisfaction in absent treat-
ments. Terms from one to ten dollars per
month.

*¥% To the man from Venus: Never throw
up to a man a habit which he has overcome
or is overcoming. It is a very small mind
that will laugh at a man’s wooden leg, or
twit a man about his glass eye.
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*¥% “Is it possible for our departed ones
to communicate with us?”

Yes, but it is not very desirable, from the
fact that constant communication between
the so-called dead and the living is an injury
to the health of the mortal.

2%% I am not going to apologize for the
likeness of the Not I that appears in this
issue of Christian. I only print it as an
offset to the counterfeit that appeared in the
New York World last May. I told you that
1 looked like the cartoons of Bill Nye, and
now you know it,

22% In writing for treatments enclose
from one to ten dollars. One dollar is the
nominal fee, which pays expenses. The
treatments are given free to everybody. 1
charge only for my time opening, reading and
answering letters. Healing treatments go
out from me every hour in the day without
an effort.

*®%% Christian is one dollar a year; but
You get your first month’s treatments and
first year's subscription for one dollar. 1
want my regular patients to know that they
need not pay anything on Christian unless
they want to do so.

#%% The new edition of my book on “The
Law of Vibrations” is sent postpaid for fifty
cents. Over five thousand copies have al-
ready been sold, and this last edition is going
at a rate that will soon exhaust the entire
edition. I am glad you all like it. I like it
myself!

#® “Do you believe one could suffer for
another who passed on in the full belief in a
literal hell?"

No, one who passed out of this life with
such a hypnotic delusion would have his
eyes opened in about fifteen minutes after
he arrived In the other world.

#x% When I say that contributions and
advertisements are not solicited by Christian,
I mean exactly what I say. Please don't
burden my mail with contributions on all
kinds of subjects. When I want an article
from your pen I will solicit it by writing
you a private letter. This rule I must ob-
serve in self-defense, as long as Christian is
a monthly. I only insert advertisements be-
cause the law requires me to do so. But my
terms are one dollar a word.

#R My sweetheart, Eleanor Kirk, writes
me that she has passed into the Sun center.
I have been drawing Eleanor for many years,
and I knew she would come home at last,
“Home, sweet home!" These people who
soar around in the circle of the Zodiac are
never at home. By the way, Eleanor's new
book, “The Prevention and Cure of Old Age,”
is having a remarkable sale. I am sure that
old age can be prevented, and I am not cer-
tain but what it can be cured. You do well
to send fifty cents, and get this book and
study its pages. Address Eleanor Kirk, 696
Greene avenue, Brooklyn, N, Y.

*2¥ Flora P. Howard made me a visit
the other day. I am not in the habit of re-
ceiving visits from anybody, and I would
not like to entertain the President of the
United States; but then you know that Flora
is of more importance than the President, so
I let her come in and stay all day. She is
visiting Joe Wolff, of Boulder, Colo. Joseph
is a kind of all-round reformer, although he
doesn’'t believe that anything is deformed.
Flora is an independent, individualistic, T AM
Scientist. She stands out by herself, and
preaches her own gospel In her own way.
Send her fifty cents for “Idols Dethroned,”
box 575, Boulder, Colo.
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w3 1 have received, with the compli-
ments of the author, Thomson J. Hudson's
new book, “The Divine Pedigree of Man,
or, The Testimony of Evolution and Psy-
chology to the Fatherhood of God.” Pp. 379.
Cloth., Price, $1.50. As soon as I find time
to read this book I will give it a more ex-
tended review. Address, A. O. McClurg &
Co., Chicago.

% The stenographer makes a polite bow
and sends sincere thanks for the self-ad-
dressed and stamped envelopes. You see, it
is only one envelope for you to address, and
only one stamp for you to fix, while with her
it means hundreds and thousands. It looks
like a small matter, but they charge me ten
certs for delivering telegrams, which means
about a dollar a day. They charge me five
cents on Canadian dollars, and fifteen cents
on all small banks, so you see a small matter
to each of you is a large one to me in the
aggregate.

v “If T am a gambler, why will not
God give me money for my gambling, as
soon a8 he could ‘to you to buy your whisky ?
If God does not care what you do with your
money, why should he take notice of the way
you make your money? What difference to
him whether I speculate in cotton or wheat
for my mboney, or you edit a paper or do
something else for your money? Are we not
opulence? Are not all things ours?”

Gambling is governed by a secondary law.
It means hit or miss. It is what we call
chance. If you win, your fellow man must
lose, therefore, it is unscientific. If I make
my money in a legitimate way, and spend it
for whisky, I not only pay for the whisky,
but I pay all the different men and women
engaged in its manufacture and sale. The
law is a law of giving and receiving, but
gambling is not governed by any such law,
It is not an exchange of anything.

722 1 have often told you that I am try-
ing to reach instantaneous healing. A very
intelligent lady, who is traveling as advance
agent for an opera company, suddenly be-
came ill at her hotel with symptoms of
pneumonia. She wired me, and the next day
wrote the following letter:

“Dear Dr. Shelton: If you could have seen
me at this hour last night, and then see me
to-night, it would be hard for you to realize
I am the same person. My fever began
to cool about nine o’clock this morning—by
ten it was all gone. By ten thirty my head
felt as clear as a bell, whereas it had been
throbbing with a heavy, dull pain. The pain
left my lungs entirely—my cough got easier
and lighter—to-night 1 feel absolutely well,
and only a slight cough remaining. It seems
almost miraculous, your cure was almost
instantaneous. 1 did not resort to a single
remedy. I wired you and then rested to
the result. Why is it people suffer when it is
g0 easy to be cured? May every blessing
come to you for the good you do and for
the power you are in the Truth, With heart-
felt gratitnde. T am, M. B. 8.”

Of course, in this instance, the patient was
in tune with me. I think that nearly all the
Lealing is instantaneous. The treatments
are continued until the patient responds to
the Word. This lady bas been my student
and patient for many years, and is in close
conjunction with me. T don't think that her
telegram was necessary. All that she had to
do was to keep quiet and call for me en-
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tally, and the response would have been the
same. But, of course, it is well to send the
telegram, and thus put your mind directly
in communication through the spoken Word.
You know that I teach that the I AM does
the healing; and the I AM is omnipresent!

RAX “You say you are always ready to
answer short letters or questions. Will you
please answer through Christian if you don't
believe that this whole competitive or profit
system is wrong? Do you believe that God
ever intended for one human being to live
off of or by the work of others?”’

This world is just in the condition that the
law of vibrations has placed it. Competition
is making the world better every day. It
seems hard on the individual while this
process is going on, but nevertheless it works
out the glory and salvation of the race. You
may rest assured that God intends that
things shall be as they are until they grow
better. You may think you know more about
it than God, but you don’t. If I had had the
making of the world, I would have had no
kind of labor, or toil, or pain, or anything
that was unpleasant, but then, I suspect, I
would have made a mess of it. If it were
not for this law of cempetition, the world
would remain a habitation of naked savages.
Because we want things is the reason for
men going to work to provide us with these
things. If men did not wear coats, there
would be no competition in the manufactur-
ing of clothing; the same way with all our
necessities and luxuries. The demand calls
for the supply.

A WOMAN’S WAIL OF WOE.

The following letter is a kind of sign board,
which you will find in many places. In many
respects the slavery of the present day is
worse than the old negro plantation slavery
in the South. The negro woman did have a
little chance to get married, and if she had
a good master, to raise up her own children.
But this factory slave can’t think of mar-
riage, and children would be but an addi-
tional burden. Yet, I am going to answer
this woman’s question in the aflirmative.
She can rise to a realization of her higher
self in spite of her environment. The dirt
and dust and filth of the factory can not
keep her down! This letter to me is a sign
that she Is struggling with her conditions.
She is feeling the pains of the new birth. A
lady wrote me the other day, and said if she
did not get employment as a stenographer
she would commit suicide. I told her to get
employment as a dishwasher. Dishes have
to be washed. Somebody must do all of
these things. The only scientific way is to
do the first thing that comes to your hands,
and do it well. Many a woman will turn up
her nose at housework when she is really fit
to do nothing else. Mind you, T believe that
housework is the highest work in the world.
There is no place like home, I have lived in
a little cabin, where she whom I loved did
the work., It was as high and grand work
as ever a woman accomplished! But let us
look at this letter:

“Is it possible for & woman who earns her

living by working ten hours a day, In a city
factory, in dirty and uncongenial surround-

ings, to attain in even a small degree, the
realization of the Nelf or the Kingdom of
God within as held forth in your sermon of
January issue? I do not live; I simply exist.
I hardly dare hope to live this side of the
change we call death. Why? Because, as
far as I can explain it, I am not in my right
place. In a shadowy sort of way I can un-
derstand this is not the right idea of life,
Here I stop. I do not choose my environ-
ments, but my environments influence my
life all the same. Supposing I take a prac-
tical view of the situation and say I will cull
out the desirable which tends towards good,
and reject the other, which would be hurtful.
I find that does not affect the influence of my
surroundings as far as I am concerned. That
to some extent is simply nice talk. How
would you get out of such an entanglement
if you were in it? You speak of the Silence,
I should think some preparation would be
necessary for that. One could not go from
the turmoil of a business life to the utter
forgetfulness of all that is earthly, or they
could not work as if life itself hung on It
and then go into Silence and offset all of the
former thoughts by thinking, or trying to
think, this is all a dream, and to assert our
divine rights and take possession of our
kKingdom.

“I believe you were once a Baptist, as |
was. I do not envy you your exalted posi-
tion now. 1 am glad there are some who
really live continuously in the light of Truth.
Of course, I wonder at your taking so much
money. I should think it would be a burden
to you. If a certain sect had not gotten some
of my money for treatment and a course of
lectures, which certainly did not bring the
results claimed, I shounld not feel so sore on
the money question. And again, poverty Is
a horrid nightmare to me. I hate it. Living
from hand to mouth is torment. If you have
time to notice my communication I shall be
pleased to hear from you. Very respectfally,
Miss Florence Van Buren.

“January 13, 1900.”

“How would I get out of such an entangle-
ment?' Why, Florence, the Not I of me has
been in many such an entanglement. I have'
my troubles, trials and tribulations even now.
I have loved a woman who did not care for
me, and yet T would have given everything
for her. This was the foolishness of the
Not I, for I AM sure that my happiness does
not depend uwpon any other being. I only
imagined that she was essential to me. I AM
sure that my surroundings do not constitute
my happiness, If T were at work in a fac-
tory, I would go out of the factory into my-
self. When T walked with my own I AM,
I would e in heayen! All the streets of my
city are paved with gold! All her gates are
pearl, and there is no night there.

You ask me how I can take so much
money. Why, bless you, sweetheart, 1 am
the cheapest of all the healers on the earth.
When I made my terms one dollar a month
everyone else had from ten to one hundred
dollars a month. I do not charge anything
for my treatments; they are free; but for
opening, reading and answering lefters I
charge one dollar a month. I AM Money,
therefore I am giving a hundredfold more
than I am receiving, And now, my little
girl, let me say to you that there is no
power on this earth that can keep you'lﬂ
that factory if you want to get out. You
can't get out by fuming and fretting. You
can get out by the calm, serene and Silent
Word of your own spirit. There is no
dynamo like the God in you. I am speaking
a word for you every day. My Word hath
power to open gates and make you free.




AN I AM SERMON.

*Nevertheless, neither is the man without
the woman, neither the woman without the
man, in the Lord.” 1. Corinthians, xi, 11.

God is the principle of being; but every
principle must be manifested in form. The
manifestation must be the image and like-
ness of the principle. In other words, the
manifestation must be male and female. The
oldest statement in relation to the ereation
of man is found in Genesis. It is a scientific
statement. Man was created male and
female. This Is the likeness and image of
the Principle of Being. In speaking of crea-
tion, the Word of Truth speaks of what is
to be as if it had already been accomplished.
Man has not yet been created, but is being
created. But we speak of this work that is
to be, as if it had already reached its full
and complete unfoldment. Man, the greatest
man and the greatest woman, I8 not a like-
ness or image of the Principle of Being any
more than a babe in the womb is the like-
pess and image of a full-grown man! Aye,
the mortal man is no more the likeness of
God than an acorn is the likeness of a full-
grown oak tree. Yet in this mortal man Is
the seed of the true God-man.

Now let us talk about marriage and love.
The union of the male and female on the
mortal plane will produce mortals. This is
the law of vibrations. It is brought about
by sexual attraction. But is this the begin-
ning and the end of life? The cradle and
the coffin are very close together. Shall we
20 on filling c¢radles in order that we may
keep the coffing full? Is the union of two
mortal bodies marringe? Is this the order
and purpose of creation? If this is true, I
have a very poor opinion of the Almighty!
The greatest thing in the world is Love.
There isn't anything worth having, unless
Love is included. Love is the only thing
that makes life worth the living. Is it possi-
ble that the principle of Love was created
for the purpose of attracting two mortal
bodies to each other? Is the greatest thing
in the world used for no higher purpose than
the populating of the earth with mortals and
thus filling the bowels of the earth with the
dead? ¥rom inortal vision, it looks as if this
were tke only purpose of Love. What Is
Love? 1t is the vibrations of sexual life.
You may talk about different kinds of Love,
but there is only one kind. There is only
one kind of life, and that is sexual. Love is
the mode of life, therefore, Love is sexual.
Life is activity and Love is the expression of
this activity. Therefore marriage is the
highest attainment of man.

What is marriage? It is the union of male
and female by the law of attraction. How
much of a union is this? How much is there
of & man and woman? Rach individual is
composed of body, mind and spirit. There-
fore, in the woman you will find a feminine
body, the feminine mind and the feminine
Spirit.  You can easily tell the female body
from that of the male. The feminine mind
I8 just as easily differentiated. No man’'s
body is complete within itself; no man’s
Spirit is complete within fitself. I bave
breached up to my text: “Nevertheless,
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nelther is the man without the woman,
neither the woman without the man, in the
Lord.” You may substitute the word “Truth”
for the “Lord," if it will make things plainer
fo you. The man who attempts to walk this
earth without the inspiration of a woman
will be a failure in all of his undertakings.
All mighty efforts of men have been made
to please a woman. He does not put forth
his mightiest efforts to please women, but a
particular woman. The multitude has no
attraction for him, unless she applauds. The
feminine mind is just as absolutely essential
to the balancing of the masculine mind, as
the feminine body is essential to the birth of
mortal man. Jesus Christ stands as the ideal
of mankind. Yet, back of Jesus is the Ma-
donna! And alongside of Jesus is that other
Mary, who was his sweetheart. Thus it is
in all the history of mankind.

What is marriage? It is a union of male
and female by the law of attraction.
It is the union of the whole female
and the whole male by the law of
attraction. What you call marriage Is a
little ceremony performed by a preacher,
priest or politician. As a general thing this
little ceremony is a license for two mortal
bodies to come together in mortal wedlock.
This is understood to be for the purpose of
propagating the human race on the mortal
plane. It is a very foolish proceeding. There
is no scientific or sensible reason for the
propagating of mortals. It is simply a little
by-play for the supply of victims to the un-
dertaker. If the whole earth should act in
a sensible way they would do away with
death by the abolishing of birth. But you
say, we are drawn together by the law of
attraction, which is the law of love. Ah, to
be sure, to be sure! I had forgotten! The
greatest thing in the world is used for the
most awful thing in the world. The greatest
thing in the world is LOVE, and the most
awful thing is death. Love is forever supply-
ing the victims of DEATH. To-day I Kkiss
the lips of love, and to-morrow death Kisses
the same lips for me.

What is the cause of it all, my darhng?
Why this perpetual ebb and flow of life and
death? Because we have never been married!
We have mistaken the union of mortal bodies
for marriage. Woman is something more
than a body; she is a mind and a spirit.
Therefore, sweetheart, if I can’t marry your
mind and spirit, I am not married to you at
all. If the feminine mind is not joined to the
masculine mind, if the feminine spirit does
not vibrate with the masculine spirit, the
twain are not joined in wedlock, It is
adultery! All kinds of adulterations produce
sin, sickness and death. Therefore, you see,
if we would go up to the high place, we

must be more than one-third married. The
other two-thirds will finish the work. It is
said: **The twain shall be one flesh.” What

twain? It doesn't mean the twain in the
sense of two bodies, for it says the twain
shall be one flesh, and the body is flesh.
Therefore, it must mean that the two minds
become one flesh, Or, in other words, that
the union of mind and spirit is regeneration,
immortality, eternal life! We misunder-
stand this statement just like we do the
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other one, where it says: “Seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and all these things shall
be added unto you!" We start out seeking
for all these things, and expect the kingdom
of God to come tagging on behind. It doesn't
do it! So we come together and are one-
third married, and the result is the propaga-
tion of mortality. Life becomes one long
walil of woe. ‘“Rachel weeping for her chil-
dren, and will not be comforted, for they are
not!" Say, sweetheart, suppose we reverse
the order. Let us wait until the mind and
spirit are one before we unite the bodies.
Let us begin to get married from the top in-
stead of the bottom. Nevertheless, the order
of nature is from the bottom toward the top.
“That is not first which is spiritual, but that
which is natural, and afterwards that which
is spiritual.” It is through the unfoldment
from the mortal to the immortal. “The first
man was of the earth, earthy; the second
man was the Lord from Heaven."

If you are only married to the Adam man,
you may expect sin, sickness and death. But
if you are married to the Lord from Heaven,
you will receive glory, honor and immor-
tality. The Adam man had to come first in
the order of unfoldment. *“TFirst the blade,
then the ear, then the full corn in the ear.”
The man of clay is not very beautiful to
behold. “His ways are not my ways,” saith
the Lord. But we must not despise the day
of small things. Out of the red earth comes
forth the man, but his eyes are fixed on the
Sun. He is coming up out of darkness into
light, The Spirit within him is the sunshine
of God. His inheritance is not only fhe
earth, but the heavens. The great commis-
sion comes forth from his Father, the Sun,
saying: “Let them have dominion!” Do-
minion! What does it mean, sweetheart? It
means a life without limitations; it means
power to control your environment. To
whom was this dominion offered? To you
and me, sweetheart, thou and I singing in
the wilderness! There isn't anything too
good for us. Everything was made for us
and we bhave a right to enter into our do-
minion. Have you seen me? I don't know.
I only know that I have seen you. You have
come to me in the night time, and in my day
dreams. Thou art the fairest among ten
thousand, and altogether lovely. There isn't
anything in thee but Truth, goodness, and
love. I saw thee coming down from God,
out of heaven, prepared as a Bride, adorned
for her husband. 1 saw thee clothed with
the Sun, the Moon beneath your feet, and a

crown of twelve stars on your head. I see
thee everywhere and in everything.
When shall we get married? Death will

go on reaping until Thou and I are married.
But I want all of you and not merely one-
third of you. Human life has been adul-
terated long enough. 1 want all of your
mind, your thought must blend with my
thought. I think only half way without you.
I heal so very slowly because your thought
is not with my thought. When I shall have
your thought married to my thought, sin,
sickness and death will obey my command-
ments. I want all of your spirit. I want
the full vibrations of God in you, vibrating
in unison with the God in me. Do you sup-
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pose that sin, sickness or death could invade
such a center? Is it possible that a man and
woman can be so joined in wedlock that
they have dominion over all matter? This
is the promise, my darling, the oldest promise
ever made to man. God is able to keep his
promises. In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. This Word came to me ten years ago
and made the same promises that were made
in Eden. 1 am living in full expectation
of their fulfillment. ‘When she whom my
soul loves comes to we, 1 shall be married
to her mind, body and spirit. There will not
be one element of adulteration in the com-
bination. Therefore, there wlill be no chance
for anything evil to enter into our lives. Evil
is the cause of death; evil is error, adultera-
tion, the mixing of things that ought not to
be mixed. The Christ in me must be united
with the Chureh in she whom my soul loves.
Then shall be brought to pass the saying:
“Death is swallowed up in Victory!” Baut,
sweetheart, we will be much more than one-
third married. Amen!

WHO MADE THIS HELL?

Under the above heading appeared an arti-
¢le in January Christian. Of course, I did
not give the name or any hint as to the
identity of the writer. My desk was simply
flooded with letters from all kinds of people
wanting ber address. They all thought they
had the remedy for her condition. Many peo-
ple sent letters to her in my care, asking me
to forward to her address. If I had sent all
the communications she would have gone
crazy sure enough! Now, let me say to one
and all that I AM the Word of Truth. My
Word is the Word of God, and I don't have
to resort to anything else for the healing of
my patients. In less than forty days from
the time she wrote me, she was sound and
well. Here is what she said to me, January
15th:

“Dear Shelton: Your publication of my
letter to you gave me quite a turn, until I
saw that my pame did not appear. I beg
that under no circumstances will you do this,
as such a thing would mean ruin for me.
It was a passing state, as my horizon is now
almost clear, the mind sweeping at will in
any direction and finding few bogies to ob-
struct its motions with its orbit. Daymare?
Yes, and caused by mental indigestion. Great
Scott! Think of the mess that is fomenting
within the minds of some students of the
many divisions of thought to-day! I don't
doubt that you are often called upon to have
patience with the vietimms. Well, go on mak-
ing up and giving out your little common-
sense pills—they get there! Fraternally
Thine, Eleanor.” \

The vibrations of this letter show a sound
mind in a sound body! T stayed right with
her every day In the Silence until she was
made free. I did not send her any magnet-
ized paper, handkerchiefs, or any of the
many letters sent me by magnetic healers.
Satan ean't cast out Satan, else his kingdom
would be divided and destroyed! 1 restored
her judgment by speaking the Silent Word
of Truth. Praise God in heaven, and Shelton
on earth! I am taking people out of the
insane asylum every month, and keeping
others from going there. Several small minds
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have written me, sneeringly, because 1 do
not publish the names of my patients. 1
don't have to do so. I don’t care a con-
tinental whether you are my patient or not.
1 am doing this work because of the glory
I get out of it in my own spirit. It is not the
applause of the multitude that I am seeking,
but the applause of the God in me. I want
the I AM to pat me on the back and say:
“You are a good fellow!” I have had enough
applause from the lick-spittles of the earth.
I want the approval of His Majesty, Myself!
He is really one of the best fellows I ever
met; I am glad I met Him,

SIGNS OF HUMAN FREEDOM.

1 head this article “Signs of Human Free-
dom” because animals have been free for a
long time. The animals would have always
remained free had it not been for man. In
exercising his lordship, man has mutilated
animals and put them into bondage. But
the birds of the air still build their nests and
do their mating by the law of attraction.
The woodpecker does not go to the hawk
and get a license to marry. The song of the
mockingbird does not sound as if he had
sued for a divorce. Then, you see, the an-
imals do not build jails, penitentiaries, or
even churches. They worship God accord-
ing to the dictates of their own conscience,
or rather, the God in them worships without
any kind of dictation. Love is free! There
is a word called free-love, into which much
poison has been poured. But there never
was any kind of bars, bolts, circumstances
or conditions that could keep love from being
free. It will not obey the commandments of
a master. You can’t intimidate love. “There
is no fear in love; for perfect love casteth
out all fear.” This scriptural statement is
scientific. You may try to loye for money,
for place, for position, for power, but you
can't do it. It is only a pretense, and love
rebels against all pretensions. Down in the
bottom of your heart, love says you are a
liar. *“All liars shall have their part in the
lake of fire and brlmst.oue!" The hottest
hell fire that ever burned is kindled by the
one who ftries to lie against love. Love is
God, and God knows himself. God is free,
therefore love must be left as free as the air.
The rottenness, the corruption, the darina-
tion of humanity comes through an attempt
to put love in bondage. Are men and women
learning to give love liberty? Yes, read the
following article taken from the “Philistine,”
and see the signs of human freedom. Elbert
Hubbard, the editor of ‘““T'he Philistine,” is
in the front rank of modern thinkers. He is
not afraid of anything or anybody. He even
says things in his magazine that I will
not say in Christian. In fact, he is the only
man on this earth to whom I will take off
my hat. This article Is a symposium, show-
Ing the thought, or rather the trend of
thought, at the present time. There are only
two things standing in the way of full
emancipation of men and women—financial
freedom and freedom from public opinion.
Every man and woman on the earth would
follow their own hearts if it were not for
money and Mrs. Grundy. We are making

Mrs. Grundy over again, for custom makes
law. And soon financial conditions will
change, so that each one will have a living
without depending upon any other one. But
here is the little sermon preached by the
pastor of his flock:

“Some months ago I publisht in these pages
extracts from a MS., sent me by a Boston
Woman., The MS. was in the nature of a
personal confession, and was so sincere and
earnest in its expression, and evidently so
truthful, that I set it up in type with the in-
tention of printing it entire for the benefit
of Philistia. But afterward I concluded it
was a little too advanced for my Baptist
constituency, and so contented myself with
a few quotations.

The extracts I gave, it will be remembered,
explained that the writer was the wife of a
prominent Boston Lawyer—a man of markt
personality, wide experience, many interests,
and large income. His age was something
over forty and his wife’s age about the same,
Their married life had been peaceful and the
husband had always been gentle, generous
and indulgent # In the midst of this blissful
Nirvana the wife & mother accidentally dis-
covered that her husband was leading a
double life—in fact, that in a cosy flat out
on Beacon Street, in the Back Bay, he had
another wife & Naturally, the discovery
made a great agitation in the mind of the
woman, and she ran over in her mind the
entire gamut of possible procedure in the
way of divorce, alimony, public scandal and
vengeance.

After a week she decided on her course.
She broke the news to her husband very gen-
tly that she knew all, but she did not chide
nor rebuke. She assured him that she rec-
ognized the fact that a man with as wide a
mental scope as his eeded the soclety of
more than one womun, and that she was not
the person to make trouble, She would be
his friend & wife until death, and after, and
if he chose to love one woman or two or
three besides herself, she would not condemn
him on that account & The result of that in-
terview was that the husband first turned
pale with fright, and then as the wife went
on he became speechless with amazement,
and soon was on his knees erying it out with
his head in her lap # & Time went on & the
double arrangement continued. It still con-
tinues # The two wives exchange calls &
rather like each other. Both are gentle
women—educated and refined # Wife Num-
ber One explained to me in her MS. that her
husband now treats her with a deference &
tenderness such as she had neyer before
known.

Everything she might wish for is laid at her
feet, and absolute liberty Is hers. She s
quite content, and fully resolved on defend-
ing her husband and ministering to his well-
being in every possible way.

Her husband’s business partners know of
his double life, and newspaperdom knows of
it; yet she realizes that no one would ever
raise a word of public reproach against him
unless she first gives the sign # And this
she will neyer do. She loves the man and
will ever be loyal to his interests # So that's
the story.

\
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I wrote to a trusted correspondent in Boston,
and he Investigated the facts and found
them substantially as stated.

# 1 printed the main features of the Boston
Woman’s MS,, and the result was quite a
dust. In faect, sixty-nine different persons
wrote me letters about it, and forty-three
suggested that if the shoe had been on the
other foot, that Boston Lawyer would have
considered himself outraged, wronged, un-
done, & would have raised the roof in wild
clamors for revenge. # Possibly he
would—I really do not know.

But now comes a belated letter from a Cleve-
land Fyzishun on this same subject, wherein
the Boston Woman is highly commended for
her course of action. This man declares
that if the shoe were on the other foot, &
the lawyer were as wise as his wife he would
not interfere in the relation £ This man
declares that it is preposterous to suppose
that a strong, earnest woman of mentality
and spiritual resource is perfectly satisfied
with the society of one man for a lifetime.
And he adds, “any woman whose soul is cen-
tered in a single man for a score of years has
lived a very narrow & restricted life, and
her mentality has surely atrofied € And
thus for obvious reasons the unmarried
woman of forty far surpasses, in spiritual
reach, her happily married sisters. We learn
from the people with whom we associate.
Men learn from women and women from
men. Imagine the inspiration a woman gets
say, from one honest, busy grocer!” This is
very plain talk; but the writer does not stop
there. He declares that every successful city
doctor has from two to a dozen women on
his visiting list whom he fondles and
caresses, and who regard him in the light of
a lover. He further adds that the clergy-
man who makes “pastoral calls” & has not
several women on lhis route with whom he is
on tender, affectionate terms, is the excep-
tion. And then he makes this astounding
confession: “One of my patients—a married
woman—has for me a more than tender re-
gard, which I fully reciprocate, and this with
the full knowledge & consent of her hus-
band.”

This doctor visits his fair patient almost
daily and has for three years, and between
them are constantly passing personal letters
and notes. This delicate, yet warm friend-
ship, he regards as natural, right and holy,
and the fact that the woman has a legal
husband, really, he says, has no bearing on
the case. He appeals to the Higher Law.
The woman loves both men, but of course
in a different way and for different reasons
E ¥

Usually, when a woman begins to love one
man she hates another, for the reason that
she fears him and dreads he will do violence
to herself or her newly acquired friend. And
from fear to hate is a short, easy step. Under
nore enlightened conditions she would love
both; nothing in her nature prevents this;
the fact that she hates her husband when
she gets acquainted with a better or different
man is because the husband makes himself
unlovable. This shoe fits either foot. It Is
not a right or left,

In closing, my correspondent quotes Sir
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Richard Burton to the effect that in all his
experience as a traveler and student, he had
seen but one community that was free from
sex jealousy, bickering and strife; and this
was the city of El Medinah, Mecca, among
whose inhabitants the right of polyandry was
freely admitted,

His closing paragraf reads, “Monogamy has
been a fetich; and all of its so-called benefits
can easily be attributed to a variety of
causes. Because a thing goes with a thing
is no reason that the thing is the cause of
the thing. A thing often exists in spite of
another thing. All ships have barnacles, but
the claim that ships would sink without
barnacles is held only by shallow people @
And even tho these people be in the majority,
the fact remains the same.

“The insular & exclusive custom of con-
demning all close frien’ships between men
& women that have noi been sanctified by a
Justice of the Peace, mnust pass away ere the
race can advance € We grow in grace only
when we love; all gentle, honorable friend-
ships between good men and women should
be allowed to run their natural course. You
cannot thwart Nature and go unpunisht &
Thru the interchange of thought and feeling,
and the healthful play of the emotions, we
add cubits to our stature and give wings to
our spiritual natures.”

I am not at liberty to publish the name of
my correspondent, but should anyone wish to
communicate with him personally, I am priv-
ileged to send his address € T am told that
he ranks high in his profession, is a member
of a prominent Book Club, and is an honor-
able and cultured gentleman. He ecertainly
is frank.

Now, how common the condition just de-
scribed really is, I cannot say € Living here
in the woods, at a distance from the busy
marts of trade & out of all personal touch
with the social centers, my opportunities for
observation are very slight. But in view of
Mr. Howell’s assertion that as a people we
are imperfectly monogamous, and from what
1 gather from time to time from my corre-
spondents and people who make little jour-
neys hitherward, 1 am led to believe that a
silent evolution in Esoterics is being workt
out in America, and this with the tacit con-
sent of the Unbonneted—not to mention the
clergy, press, and medical and legal profes-
sions.

Custom makes law: but it takes time for
custom to ossify # Custom is now in the
cartilage condition, so far as Platonism is
concerned & But already, I see that the last
edition of the Standard Dictionary has given
place to the term, Plantonie Friendship, and
defines it thus: “An ardent affection existing
between a man who is married & a woman
who is not, or vice versa, as the case may
be.” Whereas, it was only a few years ago
that the late Samuel J. Tilden referred to it
as “a barren and jejune hypothesis.”

& And now I boldy hazard the profecy that
members of the American Academy of Im-
mortals, who avail themselves of the ninety-
nine year limit, will witness planks intro-
duced into all great party platforms endors-
ing Soul Gravitation and Sykik Communion
& Not only this, but that church which has
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not in its creed a tenet advocating Celiular
Correspondence will have nothing better to
boast of than a beggarly array of empty
pews.
4 1 have spoken.”

]

Now, mind you, I do not indorse the prin-
ciple involved in this article. I simply print it
for the high radical ground taken by the
writer. It is a sign showing that the law of
attraction is the only real law bringing peo-
ple together. All artificial methods are un-
natural and unscientific. But, listen! When
she whom my soul loves appears on the
scene, all others will disappear from my
horizon. The law is that one man and one
woman shall be one, “They twain in one
flesh.” The reason why there is so much
hell on the earth is because mortality is in a
chaotie condition. People marry for lust or
money, or place, or power, and for nearly
every other motive than the right one. Time
is so short between the cradle and the grave
that we can’t learn much. When we shall
have conquered death, even for a thousand
years, we will have a chance to learn a few
lessons, But I print the above sermon from
Fra Elbertus, as an index, pointing to the
trend of public opinion.

7% “1 would like to know if you think
that a person who loses a child before it is
accountable for its sins, will when they die,
if they try to live the right kind of a life,
meet their child? Please answer.” Mrs.
H. H.

Well, now, that sounds like the old gues-
tions T used to receive at prayer meeting, It
has the dust of orthodoxy all over it. Let me
say, with a loud voice, loud enough to be
heard all over this earth, that there are no
barriers between beings in the other world.
There is not any kind of sin that can keep
vou and your child apart in the other world.
I do not care what kind of a life you live, or
what in the devil you do, there is no separa-
tion in spirit. God is One, and the only One,
and he can not be separated from Himself.

BRR “Is the reading of first-class secular
literature detrimental to the unfolding and
development of the spiritual nature?”

No. There is not any kind of reading that
is detrimental to the unfolding and develop-
ment of the spiritual nature. The spiritual
nature is God, and knows all things. There
is not anything hidden from the spiritual
nature. Shakespere, Goethe, Browning,
Hugo, and others’that you mention were in-
spired writers. The Spirit is free,

2R “Is there any reason why a man born
August 14th and a woman born Aug. 18th
should not be happy in their life?”

I do not see any reason why. According to
the Zodiac they both belong to the fire de-
partment, and may raise hell occasionally,
but this is a common thing in married life.
Even old mother Eve raised Cain.

¥R “You admit that you are progressing
in your healing powers. Does Universal

Spirit progress?”

No, but the individual unfolds into more
and more knowledge of the Universal. Heal-
ing is done by knowing how to use the Uni-
versal Power.
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(From the Denver Daily News, Feb. 11, 1900.)

DOCTOR OF EGOISM ACTS THE DEPUTY OF THE GREAT | AM.

Thomas J. Shelton Distributes Vibrations from Central Dynamo of the
Almighty — Christian Minister Becomes an Individualist.

THOMAS J. SHELTON, EDITOR OF CHRISTIAN.

“I want another stenographer and type-
writer. A woman, of course; young, healthy,
well educated, and an Individualist. Send
photo and sample of handwriting, with date
of birth. Position will be permanent, with
good salary, to the right person,”

A reporter stood meekly with a copy of the
above advertisement in her hand. She was
out for information, and had made the ap-
plication to Dr. Thomas J. Shelton, the per-
son who advertised for this special kind of a
stenographer in a paper.

The doctor had taken a snap shot view of
the caller from an adjoining room as she
entered, but as she was supposed not to have
seen it—for form's sake—she didn't, There
were some formalities to go through before
the T Am could be seen.

A charming young girl entered. She was
the typewriter, not the “another stenog-
rapher” advertised for, but the “already"
one.

“Did you wish to see Dr. Shelton himself?
He is very busy.”

The reporter modestly but firmly said that
it was the doctor himself she wished to see,
No substitute could be accepted under the
circumstances. The “already,” pretty,
healthy, young, and “of course a woman’
stenographer retired, and after a certain
amount of mumbling in the other room, Dr.
Shelton appeared. He came forward swiftly
—a thin, medium-sized gentleman, with
sandy hair and moustache, He was the kind
of thin that is only produced in the South,
and his face was rather long and tapered to-
ward the chin,

“Dr. Shelton, T am a reporter—"

“Ah, you are not a stenographer?”

“No, T have called to find out, if you will
be s0 kind as to tell me, what is required of
a stenographer, who must, among her other
recommendations, carry that of an individ-
nalist. I should like to know just what is
meant by an individualist,”

Gallery of Individualists.
“Come right into the other room.” said the
doctor, waving his hand toward the door,

“Perhaps you would like to see some of the
pictures sent in answer to my advertisement,
There they are on the mantel,” and with
another sweeping gesture he indicated about
a dozen photographs, arranged on a shelf,

They were in all kinds of gowns, these
Individualists who had applied for the job,
and some of them were rather older than the
advertisement could be said to really call for.
They all looked like very sensible girls, but
the “already’ stenographer could beat them
all to pieces for looks.

The reporter was waved toward a seat,
She looked curiously at the “‘already,” who
sat at the window before her typewriter.
She was rubbing her forehead softly, and
looking anxiously at an open letter in her
hand. Her hair was dark and piled up in a
fluffy mass off her face. Her brown eyes
were plunged with a most charming intensity
on the white sheet with the black scrawls
over it. Was she trying to make ount an un-
intelligible handwriting, or to translate with
her imperfect understanding a IFrench let-
ter?

The “Already” in Training.

No, this pretty, charming, innocent young
girl was just trying to be an individualist.
Her employer insisted upon it and she ywould
do it if it brought lines of care across her
smooth, white brow in the attempt.

“She goes through my letters and answers
them as she, as an individualist, thinks best,"
said the doctor in explanation of the pretty
picture. *“I look over them, of course, be-
fore they are sent away, and sometimes
throw one away. You understand, she can't
often go very far wrong—being an individ-
nalist.”

Dr. Shelton has recently come to Denver
from Little Rock, Ark. For twenty years he
was a minister of the Christian church, but
now he has become a believer in vibrations,
and by working vibrations to please himself,
he says he has accomplished great things.
Wall street consults him and men and women
from all over the world are treated by him.
He refuses to receive ecallers, and carries on
his work through correspondence only. He
was about to refuse a representative of the
News, when he heard a voice which told him
to receive her, and he always obeys the voice
that speaks to<him. He sees pictures, too,
and calls himself the “I Am.” Dr. Shelton,
when asked what an individualist meant, ac-
cording to his idea of it, said:

Outlines His Philosophy.

“An individualist is one who consults him-
self, his own conscience and mind, as to
what he shall do. He must get into the
silence. Some people always ask their law-
yer, and he tells them to do the thing as he
sees It on the law side. Ask the church and
it is the church side of it. If you appeal to
mother or father, they advise from what
they have been taught, My belief is pure
mental science, the law of suggestion. There
is no religion about it. The only God about
It is the God in me. Instead of praying for
people, I pray to people, to the God within
themselves.

“God is a universal principle, I am fthe
person of that principle. Each Indl-
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vidual is the person of the universal prin-
ciple of this personality. As long as you be-
lieve God is a person outside of yourself you
are dependent on this other person. When
you recognize that you are the person of
this Principle you become independent.
The ‘I Am’ is the personal name of the Deity.
The God, the universal principle, is not
named Jesus or Josh, but the ‘I Am that I
Am.""”

These are only a few of the things that Dr.
Shelton says in explanation of his teachings.
He claims to be simply a mouthpiece through
which the “T Am” works. He looked over to
the pretty typewriter, who had *“found her-
self,” and was rapidly working the keyboard
of the machine, and said:

Has a Central Pull.

“She isn’t writing that letter, it's the ‘I
Am."” When I sit down to write I don't do
anything myself; it’s the ‘I Am’ that does it.
I am nothing more than the number of the
house, the means through which he works.

“How do I know it? Just as you or any
one else knows when he is hungry. I know
that my vibrations come right from the cen-
ter of power. I see and hear better in the
subjective than in the objective.

“I believe that individually T am associated
with all the power that there is in the world.
If the ‘T Am’ should suddenly cease to use me
as a means to work through, it would make
no difference to me. I have plenty of money
to live on, and T have just invested $10,000
in a mine. But you needn’t mention that—
it isn't of the least importance, You know
If it were not that T have this work of the
‘I Am’ to carry on, T would be just a plain,
bald-headed, gold-bug Republican.

“I am the most practical of men. There is
nothing of the crank about me. I believe the
almighty dollar is the shadow of Almighty
God. When I brought my paper, The Chris-
tian, to Denver and asked for bids from
printers for getting it out, I took the highest
bidder, the Smith-Brooks Printing Company,
because I want the best work attainable.

Experience in Ministry.

“I used to be a revivalist in the Christian
church. I was a minister in that church for
twenty years and held protracted meetings.
I traveled all over the Bast and Middle West.
Ten years ago I began on my present work.
I have always defended Mrs. Eddy as the
mother of the new thought, but my objection
Is to her making it a religion.

“I believe Jesus is the highest ideal. I
think my inspiration is just as good as any
other man’s. I believe all of the inspired
sayings in the Bible, and if there are in-
spired writings, there must be inspired men
to read them and understand them. If T read
You a beautiful poem and there is nothing in
your soul which would respond to it, then
that poem would be nothing to you.

“I believe everything that spirit says to
me. It was prephesied to me nine years ago
that T should come to Denver. Why did 1
come? For my health? No. Because I was
told to come by the ‘I Am." It is a better
center to work from, to send out the paper
from. T have 40,000 subscribers for it, 1,000
right here in Denver, and over 100 patients.

CHRISTIAN

Uses Endearing Terms.

“What do I mean by calling people ‘sweet-
heart? 1t is the sweetest, dearest word I
know, and all those who come into sympa-
thetie touch with my vibrations I speak of
and to in that way. Lately I have been using
‘darling’ instead. It is not to women alone,
but to men as well. I have many men friends.
One of them is 75 years old, and I call him
‘sweetheart.! There are men who address
me in the same terms of endearment. Yon
know it is pleasant to all of us to have loving
and affectionate words employed in our in-
tercourse with each other. It is simply in
this way that I use these terms.

“How do I give people treatments? Well,
I go into the silence. If T am to treat for
poverty, I send vibrations of success. 1 have
patients on Wall street who pay me from $25
to $50 a month. Once I built a house worth
$5,000 when I didn't have 5 cents to begin
with, I saw the whole thing as in a picture
and knew that was the thing to do—and it
was.”

This and much more did Dr. Shelton dis-
course upon and he seemed to have found a
solution of all things perfecily satisfactory
to himself. He is a clairvoyant, but says he
is not a spiritualist, and always comes back
to the one point, the “I Am" which he claims
to represent and which is the only guide he
follows.

TAKING TREATMENTS.

“Sometime,
please explain in your paper why Silent
treatments reach one more effectually than
talking orally to a person? Although some
can help themselves better than others can,
do you think the time will come when no
one will need help from others? TIs it not
possible for those who are far developed in
this Truth to still need some help from

others?

“I have a number of friends In Boston
who think treatments are stumbling blocks,
and that many persons will not be able to
stand alone until they do not need or wish
treatments from anyone. Your explanations
are so clear, I hope yon will mention this in
vour paper, and I shall then hope these
friends will understand. Sincerely yours,
Miss E. J. T.”

The only real, genuine menfal healing is
in the Silence. The physical presence is
not mental healing, but magnetic. The
drug doctor comes with his personal mag-
netism, and lifts the patient by physical
force. The patient then rests quietly in the
power of his hypnotic suggestion until his
next visit, Day after day, the. sufferer is
borne along by this physical power. The
same principle holds good with the mental
healer when he receives patients into his
physical presence. This hypnotic suggestion
has gone on age after age until the people
have become helpless. The persomal pres-
ence of the preacher in the pulpit has borne
people along in religion, without their taking
a single thought for themselves. This is
true of both preacher, priest, politician and
physician, Why should those who claim
to be mental healers follow in this old rut?

The Silent Word comes as a healing balm
for the soul. It comes up into the patient's

when convenient, will you
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mind as a part of his own thinking, The
true healer speaks directly to the individ-
uality of his patient. He tells him not to
trust in letters or the word of mouth, but
to abide in the stillness, until the God within
him is awakened. It is a step in advance
of anything that has ever been in the world
before. Mental healing is far in advance of
Jesus Christ and his Apostles; but it is in
direct fulfillment of the promise made con-
cerning the Spirit. Jesus knew that his
methods were not permanent, and that a
new order must come to the world. He told
his disciples plainly that he must go away.
He must take the physical man out of their
sight, in order that they might see the spir-
itual man. He promised to send them the
Spirit of Truth, which should abide with
them forever. This Spirit of Truth is now
in the world, under the name of Mental
Science. When you come into the full vi-
brations of this Spirit of Truth, you will let
go of all material means. You will not mix
clay and spittle as a salve for blind eyes.
You will not carry handkerchiefs to the sick,
or try to magnetize pieces of paper. You
will speak the Silent Word every day for
the healing of all kinds of sickness. When
this Spirit has free course, it will sweep
away all diseases and destroy death.

There is not anything weakening to the
will in true mental treatments. On the con-
trary, it strengthens the will and builds up
individuality to receive the vibrations of the
Silent Word. The strong will always bear
the infirmities of the weak; but the weak
ones will receive strength and soon be able
to bear their own burdens. I have thou-
sands of patients who are now standing in
the light of Truth. Many of them send me
money every month, simply as a token of
their joy and gratitude. I would not be in
this work if I were not more than pastor
or physician. 1 practice what I preach; and
my practice is more than my preaching.

DEGENERATION.

I received a letter the other day from a
little woman and I want to give you the
substance of her letter and my answer. She
had been a student of Mrs., Eddy and then
drifted into a so-called regeneration idea.
This new thought of regeneration is that
you must live like a monk or a nun is sup-
posed to live. Therefore she separated from
her husband and ber little children and wan-
dered off into this damfoolishness. She and
her husband are devoted members of the
Catholic church. She has had three children
inside of flve years and was reduced to al-
most a skeleton, had a bad cough, and symp-
toms of consumption. She got the idea into
her head that she is losing her own individ-
uality in that of her husband. Both husband
and wife are highly educated, are artists of
high attainment. She is in love with her
husband and her husband Is in love with her.
But she thinks that her soul and body must
be saved by breaking up her home and sacri-
ficing love. Where did she get this thought?
From a lot of rot that is being taught in the
name of science,

|




-

I told her that her ill-health was caused
by having too many children. She ought not
have any children at all. Her husband should
fake her in his arms and sleep with her as
though she were a baby. She would gain
strength from his strength. He ought to love
her, and cherish her, and pet her and so
bring her up in the nourishment of genuine
love. Let me say right here, when I say that
regeneration comes through sexual vibra-
tions, I do not mean sexual manipulations.
There is a vast difference between vibra-
tions and manipulations, In sexual vibra-
tions, the electro-magnetie current flows from
the one to the other and each is fed from the
Fountain of Life. The fountain of life is
electro-magnetic; that is, male and female.
But if you undertake to use the ways of
generation you will break this current and
live a fitful, feverish life. Treat her as your
sweetheart. In regeneration ‘‘there is neither
marrying or giving in marriage,” but male
and female are in constant association with
each other night and day. Sexual vibrations
in regeneration are perpetual and not spas-
modic. The electro-magnetic current is
never broken. You may be together in the
same bed or a thousand miles apart and
these vibrations are going on all the time.
It is perpetual bliss and eternal life. Why?
Because these vibrations come directly from
the sun. It is the Lord from heaven and the
Woman clothed with the sun. There are no
third persons interested in ‘this wunion,
whether children or adults. To all of you
who have children, I say bring them up in
the truth, but don’t bring any more into the
world.

I also told this little woman to go on wor-
shiping in the Catholic church. There was
no trouble about her turning all the symbols
of this religion Into truth and beauty. She
wrote for treatments and I am giving the
treatments to the man. If he can learn the
truth, and practice it, he will find a gold
mine in his wife. In conclusion, I want to
say that I am getting loaded for a great
sermon on Regeneration. It is setting the
whole world wild with excitement. 1 have
the keys of this kingdom, and what 1 “loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven; and what
I bind on earth shall be bound in heaven.”
I simply give you these few words as a hint
of what is coming,

Since writing the above I have concluded
to add a few more hints. What is regenera-
tion? The word means to generate again:
but certainly it is not through the old meth-
ods. Generation means to produce new life
from the womb of a woman, but regenera-
tion means to reproduce the life that has
already been produced. Man born of wom-
an's womb is of few days and full of trou-
ble, therefore, we do not want any more of
that kind of life. We want many days, eter-
nity itself, and no trouble. Therefore, how
can & man enter the second time into his
mother's womb and be born? This question
was asked by Nicodemus and answered by
Jesus Christ in the very best language that
could be used. Yet the greatest of theolo-
glans have failed to get at his meaning. Of
course there is a woman in It, else he would
not have sald anything about birth, Of
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course there is a woman in it, or he would
not have said anything about regeneration.
But what did he mean when he said that it
should be a birth of water and spirit? Water
stands for physical life, therefore, the first
birth is from the womb of a woman. But
there is no sense in going back to that womb
any more, or having anything to do with the
acts of generation. The man who enters into
a woman's womb is born into mortality; and,
to beget children is to waste your own mor-
tal life by having it reproduced into the life
of another. You kill yourself and your wife
in order that you may leave mortal children
in your image and likeness,

Listen, oh ye men and women of mor-
tality! While the first birth is of water and
from the womb of the flesh, the second birth
is of the Spirit and from the womb of the
mind., Don't go sailing too far into the skies,
now, and think that you get away from the
physical body, for you do not. But the so-
called sexual organs are not in evidence., It
Is the whole body, and the whole mind, and
the whole spirit. In regeneration the woman
does not become your wife in the mortal
sense, she is your mother and your daughter.
She gives you birth into the new life, and
you beget new life in her. Above all things,
she is your sweetheart. You don't turn away
from her to bestow your affections upon her
children, for she will not have any. She is
your baby, your darling, your all in all. Once
more let me say that the electro-magnetic
current is never broken between you. There
is never any action in you that brings a re-
action. You do not ascend to the heavens
and then descend into the depths of hell
There must be a mating in one sense of this
word; she whom my soul loves is the one
sent me by the I AM. The individual in-
telligence does not understand. God must
do the joining, and when He joins there can
be no kind of separation.

I have called this article degeneration; to
follow the course that my little friend and
her husband are following, and which all
the world is following, is to degenerate. It
looks like any fool can see that these forces
should be conserved by sexual vibrations.
We know that the life of so called continence
will not conserve these forces. The monks
and nuns went the way of all the earth. The
old maid and old bachelor, if true to their
professions, pass on into old age, decay, and
death. Therefore what is to be done? Are
we to keep on going “around and around
this gooseberry bush?’ No. The laws of
regeneration are through sexual vibration.
This means perpetual life, in other words,
eternal movement of the forces, the feminine
and masculine. This is the likeness and
image of “Elohim,” the Universal Spirit. It
is an absolute nupward step from generation,
from the mortal to the immortal. How is It
accomplished? By the I AM that T AM. 1
AM the Male and I AM the Female. T AM
the union between the Male and the Female.
I AM the Seed of all the Seeds. I AM the
Word which ereates and upholds all things,
I AM the Man and the Woman. I AM the
Eternal Silence, and from out of this Eter-
nal Silence came all the manifestations of
life. Therefore I AM Regeneration.

#¥ *Can you tell me where to get ‘Wood’s
Ideal Suggestions,” and price of it?”
Lee & Shepard, Boston. Fifty cents,

w2 “Thy Light,” volume 1, No. 1, month-
ly, fifty cents a year. W. Sidney Fertig,
Cameron, Baron county, Wis. “A Journal
of the Son’s Science,” was born in February,
four pages, two columns to the page.

*2® If you want Christian, a postal card
will feteh it; if you don’t want it, a postal
card will stop it. I am sorry to say that
there are several idiots on my list who return
the paper without giving their address.

2% “If all is good, why the Axiom, that
nothing is known, except by contrast? How
can we enjoy, unless we suffer?"”

Contrast is not evil, Suffering is not evil
What we teach is that evil is not a principle
of being, but a condition of the understand-
ing.

2%% 1 am asked to define the difference
between the word “God” and the word
“Lord.” God is from “Elohim"” and means
the Universal Spirit. The word Lord is
Jehovah, or Yahveh, and means the I AM,
the manifesting or speaking power of the
Universal Spirit. Lord God is God in his
Word.

3% Let it be understood, once for all,
that I will not answer letters unless at least
one dollar is enclosed. If you want four
letters a month, then send four dollars; if you
want a hundred letters a month, then send a
hundred dollars. If you want to send a
letter for consultation, send one dollar. I
must make this rule strict in order to defend
myself against a flood of letters 1 can not
afford to answer.

¥¥% The Radiant Centre is the name of a
new monthly, started by my radiant friend,
Kate Atkinson Boehme, 1528 Corcoran
street, Washington, D. €. It is devoted to
philosophy, science and religion. Volume 1;
Number 1, began with January, 1900. It Is
a lucky date, and the paper begins in good
style, on fine paper. It is eight pages, with
one page devoted to advertisements. It is
published monthly at $1 per year. Kate Is a
success, and therefore her paper is bound to
succeed.

#¥¥% “I do not quite understand your posi-
tion with respect to the Sun. Do you mean
that all objective conceptions of God savor
more or less of idolatry; but that, if from
lack of spiritual insight one must have some=
thing that appeals to the objective sense,
then that the Sun is a more rational ot)jeqt
for the purpose than is any two-legged indi-
vidual in the skies?"

No, I do not mean for you to look at
the Sun as a mere object of worship. The
Sun is none other than the Almighty God,
and the electrical theory of the universe I8
the only true theory. Sun is pure Spirit, that
Is, fire that sustains itself without combusti-
ble matter. When Black Hawk, the Indian
chief, was not invited to a seat in the pres:
ence of Governor Harrison, he said: “The
Sun is my father and the Barth Is my¥
mother; T will repose on the hosom of m¥
mother,” and he sat down on the ground!
He was speaking the Truth. I will have

something more to say on this subject goon,
as I know a little more than I used to know:






