TEMPTATION.

You should not lie awake at night—
And get Truthall awry:
Had Adam a dislike for Fruit
There'd be no you nor I.
—Arthur Muskalonge Lucas.

ITEMS AND IDEAS.

w3 February!

#%% Don’'t send any more mail to Little
Rock, and make all postal orders payable in
Denver.

%% All money sent in the common mail
is at my risk, if earefully stamped, sealed
and addressed.

#¥#% Blessed are they who write short let-
ters, for, verily, their letters shall be read as
soon as received!

#%% Christian is $1.00 a year; but the first
year's subscription and the first month’s
treatments are given for $1.00.

#¥¥% Blessed are they who only write one
letter a month, for they shall receive special
treatments through the Silent Word!

*%% Blessed are they who send a self-ad-
dressed and stamped envelope, for, verily,
it saveth the typewriter from a licking!

¥¥3% Blessed are they who give their full
address in every letter, for it saveth the type-
writer’s time, and insures a prompt answer!

#¥% Woe unto all those who write long let-
ters, for, verily, all such letters are stuck into
the pigeon hole, to await a more convenient
season! -

*%% The new edition of “Vibrations” Is
sent, post paid, for fifty cents. This book
contains my twelve lessons in the T AM Sel-
ence, There are one hundred and ten pages
printed on fine paper, and bound In cloth.

¥¥% The vibrations going forth from this
center are wonderful, and I am doing better

healing than ever before. 1 was told nine

years ago that my greatest work was to be
done from Denver.

#e® January Christian was ten days late.
It was unavoidable on account of the work
of moving from Little Rock to Denver. My
desk was covered with postal cards and let-
ters, Inquiring about the paper. I am glad
You missed Christian. It shows that my
Wwork is not in vain. It is a high compliment
that everybody all over the earth missed
their paper, when it was only ten days be-
hind. Hereafter, the paper will be mailed
on the first of each month.

L J L ] L J o - « L ] L )
3 © L J L J © - L J L
Monthly: $1.00 a year. FEBRUARY, 1900. VOL. VI. No. 2.

Thomas J. Shelton, 1542 High St., Denver, Colo.

*¥%% I want another stenographer and type-
writer, A woman, of course; young, healthy,
well educated, and an Individualist. Send
photo and sample of handwriting, with date
of birth. Position will be permanent, with
good salary, to the right person.

®¥% 1 give treatments for all kinds of dis-
cases, including Poverty., These treatments
are given every day in the Silence, terms
from one to ten dollars per month. This in-
cludes one letter of instruction each month.
It is best not to write too many letters. The
healing Is done through the Silent Word, and
not in the Noise.

%% 1 have received a letter from the As-
tronomical Society in Paris, France, asking
for information in regard to telepathy. I sent
a report and am also mailing Christian to this
Society. The whole world is looking for the
coming of the kingdom of thought. I thank
Madame Vietor Dobelmann for giving atten-
tion to my work.

a4 1 open all letters and answer all, but
it would be a great convenience if you would
send orders for subscriptions and books on a
separate sheet of paper, addressed to Edna.
When I receive your letter on healing, and
answer it, T am liable to throw it into the
waste basket, and forget about your orders
for books and subscription. Therefore, keep
the healing separate from the business.

2% You will find a very interesting article
on musical vibrations in this issue. It is
written by one of my sweethearts, Eva Ves-
colius. She is a very fine musician, and is
practicing what she preaches. She not only
teaches musie, but she teaches health through
musie. The world will soon come to the
place where the law of vibrations will be
understood and applied to all abnormal con-
ditions.

2ee Sometimes I get a letter like the fol-
lowing, which came from Chicago:

“Dear Sir:—This little letter will have in-
terest for you as it contains fifty cents, (B50¢)
for one year's subscription to ‘Ohristian.’

“1 wish you were a little more of a Chris-
tian and a little less of a crank. I need that
fifty cents much more than you do, but I
do not believe in getting something for noth-
ing, I shall probably get fifty cents worth
of good, however, and five dollars worth of
disgust. Yours for the Truth.”

Yes, I am “Yours for the Truth,"” and the
truth is you are trying to get something for
nothing. If you can get “Christian” a whole
vear for fifty cents, and five dollars worth of
disgust thrown in, then you are just five dol-
lars ahead. I am not offering “disgust” as a
preminm; therefore, fork-over the five dol-
lars, or you are not mine for the Truth.

W% “Is there any other test for a perfect
life than longevity—eternal life—barring ae-
cidents?”

I do not just get at what you mean. Lon-
gevity may simply be the result of heredity.
We inherit long life, sound lungs, good diges-
tion, and all these physical traits. The test
of a perfect life is in the mind of the indi-
vidual, and not in his physical strength.
Life should be perpetual and sickness and
death should have no place in it.

#%% Bro. Joseph Adams, of 303 Boren
Ave., North Seattle, Washington, writes, ask-
ing me to print the I AM sermon for October
in a leaflet. I will say that the twelve ser-
mons for 1899 will be printed in book form
in a few months, and sold for fifty cents. It
may be that I will get “Tarry in Jerusalem,"
“Thy Maker is Thine Husband,” *“The Resur-
rection,” “Going into the Silence,” and sev-
eral other articles into the book with the ser-
mons.

%248 Often persons write to me dnd say
they are “pinched” to get the dollar for
treatments. Now, don’t do it! That kind of
a dollar comes to me with a string tied to it
Praise your dollar, that it may multiply into
hundreds and thousands! “Freely ye bave
received, freely give!” Get out of the pinch-
ing poverty vibration. Stand on your feet
in the kingdom of God, and say: “I am here
to stay!” Your own will come to you when
you get into the right vibration.

*R% “Universal Truth” comes out at the
beginning of the year in book form, with
forty-eight pages, and a beautifully engraved
title page. Oassius M. Loomis Is associated
with Fanny M. Harley, as editor. The maga-
zine is twice as large and much better in
every way, but the price remains the same,
one dollar a year, fifty cents for six months.
Fanny! Fanny! Haven't you heard that
times are hard and money “skase?” But
maybe that old lie does not affect you any
more. (Universal Truth Publishing Co., 87-
80 Washington St., Chicago,)

*%% People continue to send me contribu-
tions of poetry and prose. I do not receive
contributions or advertisements. Sometimes
I print & letter because I think it fits in with
my own work, and occasionally I will re-
print an article from another paper, simply
because it says what I want to say in new
and fresh words. But this paper is too small
to be open for general contributions and ad-
vertisements. In fact, I have not time to
edit manuseripts or attend to other people’s
compositions. My work is in the Silence, for
the healing of sickness and poverty.
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B “You say yvou can’'t heal the Tobaceo
habit, without the knowledge and codperation
of the patient. I can conceive of but one
thing that should cause you to limit your
power, and that is, that you are Tobacco
yvourself. T wonder if T am right?”’ Fannle,

You are wrong. I have not used tobacco
in any form for many, many years. When
I came into the Truth, tobacco was the first
thing that left me. Then followed many
other foolish habits and appetites of the Not
I. I not only refuse to treat tobacco with-
out the consent of the one being treated, but
I am going to refuse to treat anything else,
except in cases of infants, children, idiots,
and lunatics. Where there is a will to be
consulted, T am going to respect that will!

%% Nobody will ever be dropped from
“Christian” unless they order the drop. You
must remember I didn't say I was going to
drop any one for not paying up, if they sig-
nified their willingness to receive the paper.
January Christian was ten days behind time,
and many people thought they had been
dropped from the list. I have several sur-
prises for you in store which I will spring on
you in “Christian” as soon as we get settled
down to work. Before the year is out each
number of “Christian” will be worth a dol-
lar, but the price will remain one dollar a
year. I intend to spend all of the subscrip-
fion money on the paper. I'm not going to
tell you any more now, but look out for the
April number.

#%% “Does it do any good to will that
money shall come to you, before you realize
that you are in the kingdom of God?”

No, the will that you put forth in mortal-
ity is simply a shadow of a substance. The
will of the spirit is the substance. You are
in the kingdom of your good, when you can
hear the voice of your own I AM affirming
the Truth. Then you, in your own individual
mind, will be absolutely indifferent in regard
to money and everything else. You will
know that your own will come to you. This
consciousness of divinity is the kingdom of
God. It is only the mortal consciousness
that is afraid of things. God is not afraid
of himself, and there is only God. I AM
everything that I desire, All this frerting
and stewing, and repeating over words, is

Just so many cackling fowls in the barn-
yard.

*¥4% 1 sometimes use the word God for con-
venience of utterance, and for the sake of
others, but I haven't the least idea what it
means; and on the whole I think it a con-
fusing word, conveying an erroneous idea
when it conveys any idea. T have no use for
it in my own thinking.—Positive Thought.

What does a man with Pentecost's educa-
tion mean by such a statement? There is
not & word in the English language or any
other language that has such a clear and
definite meaning as the word “God.” In all
languages the meaning is the same, with but
very little variation. The Hebrew word
means the Supreme Forces, or the Supreme
Power. Certainly, there is a Supreme Power,
for the Power that rules is supreme, The
words God stands for the sanity of the uni-
verse. It 1s the I AM that I AM, the source
and essence of all thought, Therefore, the
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man who thinks is bound to use the word
God. The man who thinks he thinks may
reject it; but when he does, he is afloat in
the ocean of thought, without chart or com-
pass. He will be driven hither and thither
by every wind of doctrine. Descartes was
right when he said: *“I think: therefore, I
am!” But while I think and know that T am
thinking, I am also conscious of a Universal
Thought in whom I live and moye and have
my thinking.

¥#%% The following letter may be of inter-
est to many persons, who are searching for
the Truth:

“Paris, the 9th December, 1899.

16 Aveenue Erudaine,
*Rev. Sir Th. Shelton—Just reading in the

newspaper ‘Le Nation” of 27th Nov. last that
Rev. Thomas Shelton, publisher of the
Christian, at Little Rock, (Arkansas), cor-
responds with his daughter since many years
in telepathic way, I take leave to ask some
particulars on the matter, being, since years
ago, very interested in the subject. I were
very much obliged to you, If pleasing to
make me know, how the beginning of that
intercourse with your daughter was brought
on? Is it in an electric or magnetic way?
Did you, perhaps, formerly proceed in table
turning? How long did it require to corre-
spond at distance, and what accomplishments
are asked from the person you address to?
Enclosed my address, in case you will be so
kind as to favor me with answer. Begging
to send my best regards, I am, Rev, Sir,
Sincerely yours, Madame Victor Dobelmann.”

I began with the Ouija board, not with
Edna, but with others. This did not last
more than two weeks, when I began prac-
ticing telepathy, through the Silent Word.
I got info the habit of telling Edna things
mentally, until it grew to be a common thing
with us. Here in Denver she lives half a
mile from my house; but I can eall her here
whenever I want her, with no other word
than the telepathic message.

¥%% Why should it seem foolish to ask an-
other man to do your thinking for you? It
has been the practice for all these centuries
for certain classes of men to think for others.
You employ a preacher or priest to think for
your soul, a lawyer to think for your prop-
erty, and a physician to think for your body.
Now, I come forward and say I am a profes-
sional thinker! I agree to do your thinking
for yon, if you will pay me from one to ten
dollars per month! You are in business, and
filled with all manner of cares; you have no
time to think for yourself. I agree to give
your business my thought and send you vi-
brations of prosperity every day in the
month. It costs you one dollar, or five dol-
lars, or ten dollars, and the results show that
it Is money well invested. Ninety-nine men
in every hundred who come to me begin to
prosper, and soon come into the vibrations of
success., You are sick, in pain, and miser-
able; your mind is not In a condition to
think for itself. Instead of coming to you
and poking pills into your mouth, I send the
vibrations of health into your mind. 1 tell
you to give yourself no concern, but rest in
peace while I speak the Word of Truth for
you. I affirm that my business is not only
legitimate, but of the highest order. I AM
the Way, the Truth, and the Life, for people

who #are not in the Way, the Truath, or the
Life.

®¥% Why do you make a practice of re-
peating over the names of diseases? It is
an abomination in the sight of the Lord! It
does not bother me, because I have baptized
all of these words, but you will never get
well, as long as you keep a whole string of
diseases around your neck In the form of
words. Just as soon as a child Is named, it
ceases to Dbe “it" and becomes somebody.
It is the same way with a trouble or disease
—just name it, and you have got it! Take
the word consumption, for instance. You are
called a mnsuinpﬁve. everybody says you
have consumption. The word fastens its
fangs in your lungs, throat, bronchial tubes,
and poisons your blood! You fix that word
in the mind, and you will have consumption
in spite of hell and high water! For years
[ had all the symptoms of consumption, un-
til T reached the last stages. I am as sound
and clear of that disease, as anybody on
earth. 1 got rid of it by getting the word
out of my mind. Take that other abomin-
able disease of the head. Well, I will call it
“cats” for short. You crowd that word into
your mind, and you can hardly breathe; your
nose will be stopped up, and you will be
wheezing and coughing. Words are contag-
ious! They go from mouth to mouth and
from mind to mind, until the whole neigh-
borhood is playing football with your so-
called disease. Set fire to the whole outfit!
Fumigate!

R¥% “Would like to ask one questi.on
through Christian: TIs it right te practice
abortion? I believe we ought to have control
and be able to regulate this much abused de-
sire, but if in that condition, is it right to get
out in this way? Will a teacher and healer

succeed, if practicing abortion?’ Mrs, W.
B. 8.

You had as well ask me if it is right to
commit murder! While people are in genera-
tion, they should let nature have her course.
Any outrage against nature is not only an
injury to morals, but utterly destructive to
health. The bearing of children is natural
and healthful; but any attempt to prevent
this order is an outrage against God. No, !
should think that a teacher and healer who
practiced this abomination, would send vi-
brations of damnation to patients and stu-
dents. There is a higher plane to which the
mind can ascend. It is regeneration, where
there is neither marrying or giving in mar
riage; but where the union of the sexes re-
sults in the reproduction of their own bodies
instead of producing a third person. On
this plane it Is utterly impossible for con-
ception to take place. I know this to be the
Truth. Now, do not ask me to teach it 10
you, for I can not do it. *“The Spirit search-
eth all things; yea, the deep things of God.”
For information in regard to regeneration,
you will have to sound the depths of your
own spirit. My readers are not yet ready
for all that T know. I am telling you the
Truth just as fast as you can receive it. I
am in the regeneration myself, and kunow
whereof 1 speak, and I want to say right
here, what I have said from the beginning,
that regeneration is through sexual vibra-
tions. Love between man and woman takes
on a higher form, and the ylbrations are
ecstatic,
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#a% Here is a good letter from Adele M.
Harper. I publish it for the compliment she
pays to Christian and Edna:

“Dear Brother Shelton and Edna—Blessyou
both, for all the good, true words you have
sent out in Christian, to cheer, comfort, give
hope and courage to fainting hearts, to the
weary, desponding, world hunted sons and
daughters of misfortune! ‘When men say
there is casting down, thou shalt say there is
lifting up!" Eliminate Edna from Christian?
Edna! She is the soul center, the inspiration
clear through! Cannot I read between the
lines the beautiful harmonious working of
perfect soul union, that pervades the sheet?
Why, I have been assistant editor from the
first issue; have gone with every number
into the homes it cheers and enlightens! 1
could tell you of the work it is doing that
would eause your hearts to sing for joy—you
and Hdna! I was so lonesome when Edna
was away on her vacation. I found myself
counting the days, and wondering when she
would bodily take her place in the office
again. Blessings on Edna and the babies!
Joy to all for the glad days that are coming
to us!"

There is no danger of Edna leaving Christ-
ian; in fact, she is giving her entire atten-
tion to the paper in the mailing department.
For the transmission of the written Word in
healing, the Spirit has sent to me Helen Mo-
dena. Her father was an Italian, and she
has in her the vibrations of that musical race
of people. Rdna is giving her attention to
the mailing of the papers and books. All
letters for that department should be ad-
dressed to her. Helen and I give our entire
attention to the healing of the sick, and the
curing of poverty.

W& I know the law; but it is not always
possible to follow the law in business. I am
perfectly willing to send Christian to all per-
sous whose addresses I obtain, without ever
asking them to pay their subseriptions. I
would never stop the paper until the one
receiving it ordered it stopped. This would
be with me business, for I am certain that
the paper could do its own collecting. In
the long run, I would make money by this
method. I would send the paper out on its
own merits. In the course of a year, or
two years, or five years, the one receiving it
would begin to appreciate it. I began act-
ing on this principle five years ago, and the
result has been that I have made more
money, and gained a wider circulation than
any other paper of its kind on earth. Per-
Sons paid up at the end of one year, two
years, five years, for what they have re-
ceived. Why, then, did T change and begin
dunning people? Beecause the United States
IS not run on the T AM principle. Persons
who imagined they were my enemies reported
to the Postal Department that T was sending
Christian ount gratuitously, This is illegal,
and therefore I had to prove that I was send-
ing it to paying subseribers. But I want you
all to understand that I do not care a con-
tinental about the subseription to Christian!
I know the paper is amply able to take care
of itself. The policy of receiving subscrip-
tions in advance is unscientific. No one
should be required to pay for something they
have not received. Therefore, if you want to
be a genuine subseriber to this paper, a pos-
tal card will bring it regularly to you every
month, 1 am perfectly willing to send the
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paper out, and leave the payment to your
own convenience. Hach copy of the paper
is sent out with a treatment for Health,
Happiness, and Prosperity to the one who
receives it, I have sald this much to show
you that I am not inconsistent. If you do
not want the paper a postal card will stop
it; If you do want the paper, a postal card
will get it. Send name and address, care-
fully written.

#%% The following letter is from a business
man in New York City. When I began giv-
ing him treatments three years ago, he was
down in the valley of shadows, and had not
courage enough to ask for his daily bread.
His Income now is muech greater than mine,
Here is what he has to say, after enclosing
a check for twenty-five dollars:

“Dear T. J.—About three years ago I began
in a small way to ask things of you. First
you got me out of debt, then a bicyele, then
a whole lot of bicyeles, and then gradually
more abundant means, so that now I have no
hesitation in asking more yet. 1 find 1 can
easily use very much more money. My wife
wants a Country House, and I don’t see why
I could not use a small yacht to good ad-
vantage, so please send these along during
the next year in your own way, as you have
in the past. Yours, D. W.”

I print this letter as a lesson to other busi-
ness men. Ask for what you want. It does
not make any difference what it is. Don't
£o up to the Bank of the Almighty and ask
for your own with an apology, Don't go up
there simpering, and say: “I want the
money to ‘do good!"” It isn’t anybody's
business what you are going to do with you
money. Your own is your own, and ne one
else has a right to it. Just as well be honest
with God, for God knows what you want be-
fore yon ask Him. Once in Helen Wilmans'
class, she turned to me, and said: “Doctor,
you may ask God for money to buy Whis-
key!” 1 was shocked! Yet that was just
exactly, at that time, what I wanted money
for, and she knew it. “Speak the Truth,
and Shame the Devil!”

*XR Once more, let me say that I do not
make calls or receive callers. My work is
altogether in the mental sphere. 1 do not
give treatments to people in my physical
presence; do not use magnetism, hypnotism,
or any other Ism or tism. I AM is the healer,
and the I AM is invisible. If you want to
see somebody's physical carcass, send for
the drug doctor. If you want some one to
rub your head, and pat your breast, send
for the magnetic healer. If you want some
one to pump his chin, and say words over
vou, send for the preacher or the priest. But
if you want the Silent Word of the Hternal
(GGod spoken in the stillness, write me a let-
ter. The man who is in London is just as
near me in my treatments, as the gentleman
who lives next door. I AM omnipresent.
There is no use in trying to mince matters.
If God is God, serve Him; if Baal is God,
then serve Beelzebub! No man can serve
two masters. Beelzebub stands for mortal-
ity and materiality. Rither mind controls
matter, or matter controls mind. You must
decide this question for yourself. I know
that mind controls matter. I know that I
have healed membraneous croup, when the

patient was a thousand miles away. I know
that I have been present at a thousand cases
of child birth, when my physical body was
absent. T am doing better work in assisting
women in child labor, than any physician on
the face of the earth. This is true in refer-
ence to all kinds of diseases and conditions,
In the language of Grover Cleveland: *“It is
a condition and not a theory that confronts
you." I do not ask you to believe what I
am saying; I would not have believed it my-
self, if I had not seen it. The only way that
You can come into a knowledge of the truth
is by knowing practically. Helen Wilmans'
treatments given to me when I was a thou-
sand miles away from here were the first eye-
openers for me. Then when people began
to get well through my Silent Word, I knew
that the kingdom of God was at hand. I
give general treatments for the whole world.

#%7% It came about in this way: A young
man became intimate with a young girl, and
after she had put her trust in him, he wanted
to shake her. She had been compromised
before the so-called public! He began pay-
ing his attention to another young girl, and
she wrote me a letter, enclosing one dollar,
asking me to give the young man treatments
to get rid of the first girl. She said he was
4 young man of good family, and was in
business, and was afraid the publicity of the
scandal would injure him in the sight of the
people. He even resorted to the old trick
of casting reflections on the honor of the
girl! What did I do? Did I keep that dol-
lar, and give that young man treatments?
Well, if I had done so, I would want to
hire a cheap boy to give me a kicking! I
simply returned that dollar to girl number
two, and told her I would treat the other
girl, free of charge, and help her to make
that young man come to time! You bet 1
nlways take the woman's side in a question
of this kind. There is not money enough
on this earth to make me plead the cause of
u sneaking cur, that wants to use a woman,
and then throw dirt on her name and fame!
A man who will strike a woman with his
fist is a coward and scoundrel; but a man
who will strike a woman with his mouth or
thought is too mean for words! Of course,
having baptized all of my words, I hayven’t
any to throw at anybody; but sometimes I
would like to borrow a few unbaptized words
of other people with which to vent my in-
dignation! As I have said before, if I were
the father of a negro baby, 1 would own the
baby and take care of its mother. Women
have enough troubles, and trials, and trib-
ulations, in this life, without men adding to
their load.

¥2E “Please make a statement in your
next issue regarding meditation and concen-
tration, a plain simple definition, from your
standpoint. I feel sure yon can give a con-
cise explanation of the method pursued in
meditation.” Mrs. W. 8, K.,

I have no methods for meditation or con-
centration, I have found that all efforts of
the mortal mind are useless; and the spiritual
mind does' not need any kind of methods.
The only results reached by concentration
are a hypnotic state of the mind, caused by
auto-suggestion. “Be still and know that I
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AM God.” This means reluxation, turning
yourself loose, doing away with all tension.
Jesus Christ knew when he said: “Take no
thought for the morrow.” St. Paul said
something like it: *“Cast your care on Him
who eareth for you.” I will say something
just as good: *“Be careless!” The troubles,
and trials, and tribulations of mortality come
from trying to do something for God. ‘“Let
your light shine!” Just “let” it shine. Don't
go to blowing and puffing, and trying to
make it shine! If it is true light, it will
shine without any effort on your part, The
man who breathes naturally, does not gasp
and snort in an effort to get his breath. The
same is true of the spiritual life. It flows
on smoothly and serenely, without a struggle.
Cross-bearing, pain, suffering, agony, and
distress, all belong to the psychic plane, and
are unknown in the spiritual realm. “The
peace of God, which passeth all understand-
ing, rest and abide with you forever!” Let
all students of the truth learn to know God
in the Silence. “This is the place where the
wicked cease from troubling, and the weary
are at rest.” Youn had just as well go back
to your prayers and get down on your knees
at the mourners’ bench, as to practice con-
centration, meditation, and the saying over
of formulas. Get out of the wilderness!

#%% 1 have many calls on me for money.

I could have loaned ten thousand dollars
within the last year, in small amounts, to

_really good people who wanted to borrow.

You can't run any kind of a business with-
out business sense. Every month some-
body starts in with the idea they can run
a paper and make money in the Science.
They go at it without any practieal business
qualifications, or even good common sense.
The result is failure. When I put an adver-
tisement in this paper of any person or any
business, you may know 1 am not giving
my endorsement. It is common courtesy to
notice new papers and new healers. This is
as far as I go. When any one starts a news-
paper, and expects people to pay in advance,
without knowing how long it is going to
run, they are courting bankruptey. It is
true that I started Christian, and had to
bhorrow $1.50 to pay the postage on the first
issue; but the I AM was backing me, and I
knew it. It is unscientific to beg, borrow,
or steal. If you lend money, you put your
fellow man in bondage to you; if you bor-
row money, you put yourself in bondage.
Debt is the devil. When you load the pres-
ent with some possible future, you are unsci-
entific. “Take no thought for the morrow,
for the morrow shall take thought for itself.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”
This is very good science. I had to compel
myself to observe these rules. 1 got down
to where I could not get eredit for five cents’
worth of anything. I made a resolution that
[ would never buy anything unless I had
the money to pay for it. The very next day
my wife bought five cents’ worth of butter-
milk on credit, and I raised a row about it.
That was the beginning, however, of our
prosperity. People soon found out that when
we called for anything it meant ecash. There
was precious little cash in the household, but
what little we did have went further than
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ever before. And the first day of the month
passed without the bill collectors ringing the
door bell!

R¥X “How can a mother, whose heart is
broken by the passing out of earth life of the
gson—who loved her with an intense and un-
selfish love, surpassing that of any one else—
a son who was more to her than her own
life, seemingly a part of herself. How can
she endure the separation, how find any real
happiness in life, with this Intense longing
for his presence? The three years passed
make no difference. Time does not cure.”
C. K. R.

There is only one way out of this vibration
of personal affection. It is through absolute
individualism. In Luke 14:26 Jesus Christ
said what he meant, and meant what he
said: *“If any man come unto me, and hate
not his father, and mother, and wife, and
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and
his own life also, he can not be my diseciple.”
This was the first text that I learned in the
New Thought. Instead of burying my en-
vironment, one piece at a time, I dug a big
grave, and buried the whole thing at once.
It was an awful trial, and a great funeral;
but after it was all over, I began to come
into my own kingdom. I have no wife, no
children, no kinsfolk, no houses, no lands,
and no life of my own. Therefore, if a house
should burn down it would not trouble me,
for all houses are mine. All wives, all chil-
dren, all lives are mine. And yet I am an
individual, separate and apart from all, and
yet united to all. Those who have gone be-
fore are mine. Death cannot rob me of any-
thing or anybody. Shall T put my kingdom
this side of the grave? No, it hath no limi-
tations. I own life and death. All who live,
move, and have their being, whether in this
world or some other world, are mine. Every
heart throb, every song that has ever been
sung, or ever will be sung, belongs to me. I
will not permit anything in the shape of a
coffin to come between me and my loved
ones, My loved ones are not matter, not
clay, not of the earth and the dust. They
are of mind and spirit. Therefore, they are
always present with me.

MY LORD, THE POPE.

Hugh O. Pentecost, editor of Positive
Thought, and pastor of Church of the Think-
ers, New York City, has been under my eagle
eye for many years. He and I left the ortho-
dox pulpit at about the same time. He be-
came the editor of a free thought magazine,
then a lawyer, and now he is back at his old
job of editor and preacher. He must be
making a success, for his magazine is printed
on snowflake paper, without any advertise-
ments, and is only 25 cents a year. Part of
it is printed in red ink, and all of it is red-
headed anarchy! Pentecost does not care
a continental what you believe or disbe-
lieve, what you know or don’t know, what
you do or don't do. He is trying to lead
without leading, to teach those who do not
need any teaching, to be a voice for those
who haven't any need of a preacher. T do
not see how he can find enough people of
this kind to make up a congregation. He
Is mistaken. There never was a time in the
history of the world when the people needed

prophets as they do now. Prophets who
have something to say, and know how to
say it; prophets who come directly from the
headquarters of thought, and say: *“Thus
saith the Lord.” Prophets of positive
thought, who affirm the truth, without stop-
ping to discuss error. Pentecost could be
this kind of a prophet, if he were not so
indolent, Here is a specimen of his kind of
preaching:

“Some minds are so dependent on others
that they take truth; or what purports to
be truth; more easily in the form of dogma
than in any other way. They are too weak
or too indolent to think. The teacher who
is positive in his assertions catches and holds
them until some more positive teacher ap-
pears. They make excellent church members
and good customers for the patent medicine
advertiser. One lady quit my Sunday con-
gregations because I was not dogmatice
enough, She said she needed to believe
certain things concerning what she was in
doubt, and she was hunting for some teacher
who would tell her positively that they were
so. I know the value of positive thought.
Hence the name of this magazine. But it
must be thought, not mere assertion. Pos-
itive thought is one thing. Positive state-
ments for the purpose of preventing thought
is a different thing. What this lady wanted
me to do was to hypnotize her, so that her
doubts wouldn't trouble her any more. I
declined. I decline to hoo-doo people by
dogmatizing what they want to believe. 1
don’t want people to believe what I say,
because I say it. I'm not a priest. I want
people to think things out for themselves. 1
don’t tell them to believe or be damned. 1
tell them to think or be damned. But that
is only a smart way of putting it, which I
borrow from some one else. No one ever
will be damned. Bach person thinks enough
for his needs. Even monkeys do that, and
all monkeys as well as all men and all
women are in the way of salvation, but I
prefer to try to teach people who are sturdy
thinkers, and who will weigh all that I say
and hold fast only to that which seems to
be true. When one such person says, “I be-
lieve that,” I am pleased, for I know then
there are two of us who have thought the
thing out and have come to the same con-
clusion. But I am not the only sort of
teacher the world needs. As long as there
are people who want to be hoo-doed, and
who can not accept even what is true ex-
cept as a dogma, there is a place in the
world for My Lord the Pope and Mrs. Bddy.
And as long as there are persons who need
the inspiration of some audacious, dominat-
ing personality there will be a good living
awaiting the always interesting, enterfain-
ing, amazing, earnest, sincere, and wholly
wonderful T, J. Shelton, who announces
himself as the Almighty God, believes what
he says, and proves it, and does hundreds of
people, who do not know what he is talking
about, a lot of good. I know an extremely
intelligent woman who sent Shelton a dollar
for a month’s treatment for financial suc-
cess, just as she would have bet the same
amount at a faro bank. ‘I'm going to take
a flyer on Shelton,’ she said. ‘I've been
down on my Inck lately.! Well, for the next
month money poured in on her. She woll
and now she swears by Shelton, That i
why I say that when I think of the Pope
and Mrs. Eddy, and Sam Jones, Talmage,
Moody, and the startling Shelton, I know
that I, who have no hobby, and don't care
what people believe, so long as they think,
am not the only kind of teacher the world
needs. Indeed, I am the sort they least
need, for by the time they get to me they
have learned to think for themselyes, and
need no teacher; for, after all is said, the
only teacher who ever really will teach you
anything is yourself.




“In ascending a mountain some members
of a party may be climbing upward while
others are climbing downward, but all are
actually getting toward the top. Mountain
climbers understand this. But compara-
tively few persons understand that though
some members of the human race are, ap-
parently, going downward, they are actually
going upward by way of the downward
road. I was glad when I saw that the
drunkemness of the drunkard, the harlotry
of the harlot, and the hypocrisy of the re-
spectable, rich, mean Christian, are only
down grades on an upward road. 1 was
glad when I saw that the thief is as surely
in training for salvation as the patient
mother. Life is a school, and those in the
sin class are scholars, the same as those in
the goodness class.”

I do not consider the high statements in
regard to me as compliments to me, that is,
the Not I of me. He is complimenting God.
The I AM is always wonderful, always
startling, always surprising, in the many
unfoldments of Being. I am not speaking
of myself, but whatsoever 1 hear the Spirit
saying, I say. What 1 see my Father doing,
I do. There is such a thing as getting out
of mortality, into the vibrations of Truth.
I go up out of the earth into the heavens,
and while I am up there I speak the Word
of healing. I AM Money, therefore, a
woman may take a “flyer” on me, and win
succcess. But I AM not a faro dealer. I do
not give treatments for success in any form
of gambling; for in gambling there is a
law, that when one wins, another must lose.
In the Truth, T must treat all to win. There-
fore, I give treatments for success in all
honorable ways of gaining money. 1 have
never yet used my psychic powers in a mer-
c¢enary way. I am not a gambler. I have
named every President from Grant to Me-
Kinley, and yet I never won anything on an
election. I do not use my powers to find
lost articles, tell fortunes, or as a medium of
communication with the so-called dead.

I AM God. There is not anything else for
me to be. Mortal being is of a day and an
hour, and as transient as the morning dew.
You can not call that which will pass in a
moment real being. Therefore, I have re-
pudiated the Not I and all of mortality. It
is not I, myself. T AM Spirit. I am not all
of God, but God is all of me. T refuse to
divide myself up into parts or persons. When
I speak of myself, T must speak of the
Whole. T heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,
cast out devils, and raise the dead. I have
always been doing these things, but I did
not know it until I came into my spiritual
consciousness. Now I know that I have al-
ways been the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
There is nothing else for me to be, for there
is no other kind of being. I made the worlds
and I uphold them by the Word of my
power. Matter is not me. My worlds are
hot myself. 1 rule the circle of the zodiac;
I make men out of clay. These things of
dirt and dust are under the dominion of
my Word. The man who comes into the
consciousness of spirit, is conscious of the
Whole Spirit, or the Holy Spirit. It Is ut-
terly impossible for you to know God as a
part or a person. I am the person of God,
and God is the principle of me; therefore,
God and 1 are one. This thought stands
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for the sanity of the universe. All men who
believe they are separate from God are more
or less insane. The only scientific egoism
is to claim oneness with the EGO.

A MAN AFTER MY OWN HEART.

Elbert Hubbard, editor of the “Philistine,”
East Aurora, New York, is a man after my
own heart. I have placed his name way up
on my list of sweethearts. The “Philistine”
is a monthly magazine, $1.00 a year. I am
going to reprint an editorial from Fra EI-
bertus, and 1 ask my printers to set it up,
Jjust as it is in the “Philistine.” Hubbard is
a little off on his spelling, but his logic is
all right! T think that he spells this way
to save space. Where he uses the word
“Anarchist,” I would use the word “Indi-
vidualist,” and then indorse every word that
he utters in this article. Lawyers and law-
making has gone to seed. But here is what
Hubbard says about it:

“I am an Anarkist.

All good men are Anarkists.

All cultured, kindly men; all gentle men; all
Just men are Anarkists.

Jesus was an Anarkist.

A Monarkist is one who believes a monark
should govern ® A Plutokrat believes in the
rule of the rich. A Demokrat bolds that
the majority should dictate. An Aristokrat
thinks only the wise should decide; while
an Anarkist does not believe in government
at all.

Richard Croker is a Monarkist; Mark Hanna
a Plutokrat; Cleveland a Demokrat; Cabot
Lodge an Aristokrat; William Penn, Henry
D. Thoreau, Bronson Alcott and Walt Whit-
matt were Anarkists.

An Anarkist is one who minds his own busi-
ness. An Anarkist does not believe in send-
ing warships across wide oceans to kill
brown men, & lay waste rice fields., and
burn the homes of people who are fighting
for liberty. An Anarkist does not drive
women with babes at their breasts and
other women with babes unborn, children
and old men into the jungle to be devoured
by beasts or fever or fear, or die of hunger,
homeless, unhouseled and undone.

® Destruction, violence, ravages, murder, are
perpetrated by statute law. Without law
there would be no infernal machines, no war
ships, no dynamite guns, no flat nosed bul-
lets, no pointed cartridges, no bayonets, no
policemen's billies, no night sticks, no come-
alongs, no hand-cuffs, no straight jackets,
no dark cells, no gallows, no prison walls to
conceal the Infamies therein inflicted. With-
out law no little souls fresh from God would
be branded “illegitimate”, indelibly, as soon
as they reach Earth. Without law there
would be less liars, no lawyers, fewer hypo-
erites, and no Devil's Island.

“The Cry of the Little Peoples goes up to
God in vain,

For the world is given over to the cruel sons
of Cain;

The hand that would bless us is weak, & the
hand that would break us is strong,

And the power of pity is nought but the
power of a song.

The dreams that our fathers dreamed to-day
are laughter and dust,

And nothing at all in the world is left for a
man to trust.

Let us hope no more, nor dream, nor profesy,
nor pray,

For the iron world no less will crash on its
fron way;

And nothing is left but to watch, with a
helpless pitying eye,

The kind old aims for the world, and the
kind old fashions die.”

9

I do not go quite so far as that—I'm a pessi-
mistic-optimist, Dearie,—I believe that bru-
tality tends to defeat itself. Prize fighters
die young, gourmands get the gout, hate
hurts worse the man who nurses it, & all
selfishness robs the mind of its divine in-
sight, and cheats the soul that would know.
Mind alone is eternal! He, watching over
Israel, slumbers not nor sleeps. My faith is
great: out of the transient darkness of the
present the shadows will flee away, and
Day will yet dawn.

® I am an Anarkist.

No man who believes in force & violence is
an Anarkist. The true Anarkist decries all
influences save those of love and reason.
Ideas are his only arms.

Being an Anarkist 1 am also a Socialist.
Socialism is the antithesis of Anarky. One
is the North Pole of Truth, the other the
South. The Socialist believes in working
for the good of all, while Anarky is pure
Individualism. I believe in every man work-
ing for the good of sgelf; and in working for
the good of self, he works for the good of
all. To think, to see, to feel, to know: to
deal justly: to bear all patienfly; to act
quietly; to speak cheerfully; to moderate
one's voice—these things will bring you the
highest good. They will bring you the love
of the best, and the esteem of that Sacred
FFew, whose good opinion alone is worth
cultivating. And further than this, it is
the best way you can serve Society—live
your life. The wise way to benefit human-
ity is to attend to your own affairs, and thus
give other people an opportunity to look
after theirs.

If there is any better way to teach virtue
than by practicing it, I do not know it.

® Would yon make men hetter—set them an
example.

The Millenium will never come until govern-
ments cease from governing, and the med-
dler is at rest. Politicians are men who vol-
unteer the task of governing us, for a con-
sideration. The political boss is intent on
living off your labor. A man may seek an
office in order to do away with the rascal
who now occupies it, but for the most part
oflice seekers are rank rogues. Shakespeare
uses the word politician five times, and each
time it is synonymous with knave. That is
to say. a politician is one who sacrifices
truth and honor for policy. The highest
motive of his life is expediency—poliey. In
King Lear it is the “scurvy politician,” who
thru tattered clothes beholds small vices,
while robes and furred gowns, for him, cov-
ers all.

Europe is divided up between eight great
governments, and in time of peace over
three million men are taken from the ranks
of industry and are under arms, not to pro-
tect the people, but to protect one govern-
ment from another.

Mankind is governed by the worst—the
strongest example of this is to be seen in
American municipalities, but it is true of
every government ® We are governed by
rogues who hold their grip upon us by &
thru statute law. Were it not for law the
people could protect themselves against these
thieves, but now we are powerless and are
robbed legally ® One mild form of coercion
these rogues resort to is to call us unpa-
triotic when we speak the truth about them.
Not long ago they would have cut off our
heads., The world moves.

® Governments can not be done away with
instantaneously, but progress will come, as
it has in the past, by lessening the number
of laws. We want less governing, and the
Ideal Government will arrive when there is
no government at all.

So long as governments set the example of
killing their enemies, private individuals will
occasionally kill theirs ® So long as men are
clubbed, robbed, imprisoned, disgraced,
hanged by the governing class, just so long
will the idea of violence and brutality be
born in the souls of men.
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Governments imprison men, and then hound
them when they are released.

Hate springs eternal in the human breast.

® And hate will never die so long as men
are taken from useful production on the
specious plea of patriotism, and bayonets
gleam in God’s pure sunshine.

And the worst part about making a soldier
of a man is, not that the soldier kills brown
men or black men or white men, but it is
that the soldier loses his own soul.

® I am an Anarkist.

1 do not believe in bolts or bars or brutality.
I make my appeal to the Divinity in men,
and they, in some mysterious way, feeling
this, do not fail me ® I send valuable books,
without question, on a postal card request,
to every part of the Earth where the mail
can carry them, and my confidence is never
abused. The Roycroft Shop is never lockt,
employees and visitors come and go at pleas-
ure, and nothing is molested. My library
is for anyone who cares to use it.

Out in the great world women occasionally
walk off the dock in the darkness, and then
struggle for life in the deep waters. Society
jigs and ambles by, with a coil of rope, but
before throwing it, demands of the drowning
one a certificate of karacter from her Pas-
tor, or a letter of recommendation from her
Sunday School Superintendent, or a testi-
monial from a School Principal. Not be-
ing able to produce the document the strug-
gler is left to go down to her death in the
darkness.

A so-called “bad woman” is usually one
whose soul ig being rent in an awful travail
of prayer to God that she may get back
upon solid footing and lead an honest life.
Believing this, the Roycroft principle is to
never ask for such a preposterous thing as
a letter of recommendation from anyone. We
have a hundred helpers, and while it must
not be imagined by any means that we op-
erate a reform school or a charitable insti-
tution, I wish to say that I distinctly and
positively refuse to discriminate between
“good" and “bad” people. 1 will not con-
demn, not for an instant imagme that it is
my duty to resolve myself into a section of
the Day of Judgment.

® I fix my thought on the good that is in
every soul and make my appeal to that. And
the plan is a “wise one, judged by results.
It secures you loyal helpers, worthy friends,
gets the work done, aids digestion & tends
to sleep o' nights, And I say to you, that if
you have never known the love, loyalty &
integrity of a proscribed person, you have
never known what love, loyalty and integ-
rity are.

I do not believe in governing by force, or
threat, or any other form of coercion. I
would not arouse in the heart of any of
God's creatures a thought of fear, or dis-
cord, or hate, or revenge. T will influence
men, if T can, but it shall be only by aiding
them to think for themselves; and so may-
hap, they, of their own accord will choose
the better part—the ways that lead to life
and light, —Fra Elbertus.”

#¥% “Can you tell me the meaning of Ist
John, 3:20%”

The guotation reads: “For if our heart
condemn us, God is greater than our heart,
and knoweth all things.” It means that you
are not to pay any attention to individual
condemnation, even when it is self-condem-
nation. Unlversal Wisdom knows all things,
and, therefore, is able to judge the individual
righteously.

#3% “Does the 19th Century end Dec. 31st,
1899, or Deec. 31st, 1900%"

Dee. 31st, 1900. We will begin to count
twenty Jan. 1st, 1901,
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AN 1 AM SERMON.

This congregation is improving in its

tastes. It has increased the salary of its
pastor. He is growing in grace and green-
backs. Therefore, the Sermon must be of

the highest order possible. In fact, the con-
gregation is growing so rapidly that the
preacher must stand on tip toes to reach
their high standard. It has always been so.
The preachers preach what the people de-
mand. My people demand the very highest
statements of truth, therefore the Spirit of
Truth must inspire my words.

Text: “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,
cast out devils, and raise the dead. Freely
ye have received, freely give.”

This commandment was given by Jesus
Christ to his disciples. It is intended for
all time and for all ages. There will always
be sick to heal, lepers to cleanse, devils to
cast out, and dead to raise. Things are now
as they have always been, and as they al-
ways will be. Mortality is not an accident.
It was not caused by some false step on the
part of our forefather and foremother. The
Serpent did not upset God’s plans, and make
something God did not intend should be.
Adam and Eve are not the cause of sin,
and sickness, and death. It is a part of the
eternal plan. There is no other way to indi-
vidualize spirit. Matter is the mold of indi-
viduality. Matter (Mater) is the mother of
all forms of life. God is not a mother. God
is the Father. Matter is the Mother, and
Spirit is the Father of all Being. There-
fore, let us understand ourselves right at
the start. When you come into your spirit-
ual kingdom, you are at rest. The one who
is at rest is able to work miracles in the
world of unrest. 'The one who is in spir-
itual repose can cast out devils, and heal the
sick. None others need attempt to do this
work. Satan can not cast out Satan, else
his kingdom would be divided and destroyed.
The one whose mind is disturbed by the
Noise can not hope to do any work in the
Silence. The universe as a whole is in
equipoise. Its repose is equal to its move-
ments. While it Is true that everything is
vibrating with an eternal movement,
it is also true that everything is in
the calmness of eternal repose. There-
fore, only those who are in the Spirit know
the peace of God, which passeth understand-
ing. The one who is tossed by the waves of
mortality, and whose ears are filled with the
thundering roar of the waves in the psychic
ocean, can not raise the dead, cleanse the
lepers, cast out devils, or heal the sick. The
one who heals and commands must walk
the waves, and rule the zodiac.

What is sickness? Tt Is dis-ease; it is the
absence of ease. It is noise, confusion, un-
rest. The place of disease is in mortality,
It Is caused by some disturbance in the realm
of mortal mind. We have many so-called
causes for disease. We say that it I8 some-
thing that we have eaten or drank that has
made us sick. But we eat and drink in
mortality. It is the mortal throat, the mor-
tal stomach that receives food and drink.
Or we say that if is the wind, the air, the
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condition of the atmosphere that has made
us sick. But this wind, this air, this atmos-
phere is mortal. The very air that we
breathe is filled full of mortality. We live,
move and have our mortal being surrounded
by microbes, bacilli, and all other kinds of
dead and dying germs of life. The very
thoughts we think are also freighted with
the thoughts of mortality. These thoughts
are also impregnated with fear. We are
afraid of drafts, afraid of drinks, afraid of
foods, afraid to live, and afraid to die! How,
then, can we heal the sick? By casting out
the devils of fear, cleansing the lepers of
doubt, and raising from the dead the spir-
itual mind, which has been buried under all
of this dirt! The man who is in the vibra-
tions of repose speaks a sharp, quick com-
mand: “Awake, thou that sleepest, and
arise from the dead!” This is all that is
necessary. When the spirit within you
awakes from this sleep of mortality, all dis-
ease disappears. You get up, and brush
the microbes from your eyes, and go on your
way rejoicing! You come into a conscious-
ness of spirit, and know that you are never
sick, and never could be sick. It was a
nightmare, a dream of mortality. This dis-
ease, this disturbance, has no permanent
place in being. It is like the fog that set-
tled down over the waves, and is dispelled
by the rising sun. The sun was there all
the time; the fog only seemed to be.

Are these things being done to-day? Cer-
tainly! 1 am healing the sick every day of
the world. I have opened the eyes of the
blind, unstopped the ears of the deaf, made
the lame to walk, the dumb to talk, and the
so-called dead to arise and live! This is
becoming an every-day habit of mine. I
give you my Word without any testimonials,
for my Word is Truth. Let the work speak
for itself. Distance, time, space, have noth-
ing to do with it. I have patients in Ger
many, France, Italy, Austria, Russia and
every place where clyilized man lives. The
man in Berlin is just as near me as the
man in Denver. I have become conscious
of omnipresence. I say these things to you
for your encouragement. It is just as much
a surprise to me as it could possibly be to
you. I am astonished every day of my life.
What is it? It is the coming of the Christ,
the resurrection from the dead, a fulfillment
of all the promises made to man. It is not
anything to me personally, except that I am
one with all of you.

What is it to cleanse the lepers? Leprosy
stands for all kinds of uncleanliness; but
there really is but one kind. It is in the
thought. We have filled the world full of
thoughts, of uncleanliness. In order to make
these thoughts stay here, and abide in the
minds of the people, we have impregnated
certain  words, and ecalled them unclean
words. Therefore, when we want to be
smirch anyone, we throw these words at
them. Take, for instance, the word “har
lot.” This was not strong enough nor dirty
enough, 80 we invented another one, which
I will not print. Not because I think the
word is unclean in itself, but because the
postal authorities would condemn me for
using it. What an awful sting this word
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has, when applied to a woman! While I
talk women are hanging themselves, drown-
ing themselves, poisoning themselves, be-
cause of this word! Many thousands, who
are afraid to die, are living in hell, because
of these words of condemnation. The first
thing that you must do in casting out dev-
ils is to baptize all of these words. Hvery
word in the world was begotten by the
Word, and is therefore the child of God.
Not long since I received a letter, asking me
to treat a young man for a new position,
because he could not endure the foul lan-
guage used by his associates. T told him to
stay in his place and baptize all of the words
he heard. He must be so pure within him-
gelf that all things must be pure to him, in-
cluding words. It is scientifically true that
to the pure all things are pure. 1 refuse
to condemn any of God’s little ones, there-
fore, all words are alike to me! Men have
hurled at me such words as crank, fraud,
fool, liar, crazy, ete., ete., but I refuse to be
buried under such rubbish. There are really
no such beings in the world as unclean
women and men. The woman who thinks
she is unclean is unclean in her own thought.
I do not want such a one to come near to
me until T have had a chance to wash her
mind. For I know that beneath her
thought of uncleanness is the white spirit of
Truth. I have baptized all of my world; I
have cast out all of the devils and cleansed
all of the lepers. Verily, verily, I say unto
You, that the way to do this is to wash all
words, and make them whiter than snow!
You must withdraw.all accusations from
everybody and everything. Take the word
whiskey—it has been filled full of dynamite.
Therefore, this word goes forth as a roaring
Lion, seeking whom it may devour. But do
you acknowledge the fatherhood of the
Word, and whiskey becomes a docile child
of the Truth. These are only examples I
am giving you, and wish you to apply the
principle to all words. Cleanse everything
by the washing of regeneration, and renew-
ing of the Holy Spirit.

How do you cast out deyils? By ‘putting
away the thoughts of evil. A man wrote me
the other day to know if I could cast out
devils. He said that he was tormented day
and night by a female devil. She threat-
ened him with all kinds of trouble, and kept
his body physically weak on account of her
persistent love-making. He was a man of
intelligence, therefore I did not dispute the
facts. You can not cast out devils by dis-
butation. The devils used to argue the case
With Jesus Christ, but he never entered into
an argument with them. There is no use
to dispute with a shadow; therefore my
friend paid his dollar to have this female
devil cast out, and I cast her out. He said
she was in, and I said she was out, and my
Word prevailed. The nightmare is very real
While it lasts, but if some friend will only
touch you or speak a word to you, the night-
mare disappears. So it is with devils. The
first person I ever healed was an insane wo-
man, confined in an Imsane Asylum. After
three months' treatment, I told her father to
Z0 and get her, and he did so. This was
many years ago, and she is now a happy
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wife and mother. She had a devil in her
mind, and I cast it out. I am doing this
now every day. The disorders in mortal
mind can be corrected by the order in the
spiritual mind.

How do you raise the dead? By telling
the dead to rise! Then if the dead can hear
the word of commandment and rise, they
are not really dead. This is what Jesus
Ohrist said of Lazarus: “He is not dead,
but sleepeth.” There are many men walking
around on the earth, who are asleep in the
sleep of death. They appear to be alive,
but as soon as you look into their eyes, or
hear their words, you know they are dead.
Yes, just as dead as Lazarus was in his
grave. But it is not death in the sense of
the extinction of life. They get their breath,
the heart beats, and their limbs move, but
they are dead, all the same. "It is not all
of life to live, nor all of death to die.” To
live means to be awake. The dormant spirit
must be aroused into activity. Life is activ-
ity. Life is movement. All movement is
vibratory; therefore, to be truly alive, you
must be in vibration with all of life. The
man who is asleep is in vibration with only
a very small part of life. He dreams
dreams, but his dreams are in confusion. The
man wino walks about in this world asleep
does not know whether he is alive or dead.
All the movements of life come and go be-
fore his mind in a tangle of uncertainty.
When I speak to such a one, and raise him
from the dead, he becomes conscious of him-
seif. The mortal man; with all his littleness,
disappears. He begins to assert the I AM.
This brings him into vibration with the whole
of life. The narrow horizon of mortal be-
ing widens out into eternity. I AM the Be-
ginning; but I can not be the beginning with-
out being the End. I AM the First, but I
AM also the Last. I AM the Lord God Al-
mighty!

MUSICAL VIBRATIONS.

(Miss BEva Vescelius, Forest Hill, Newark,
Ne:d3)

Dear Friend Shelton—Henry Drummond
says, the only reason that a man should
speak at all is because he says things that
are not being said. If so, most of us would
have to remain dumb and listen to the still-
ness, but I really think I have reason for
breaking the silence, as I have something to
say upon a subject that is not touched upon
enough in Christian.

Although I have read your original and in-
spiring paper for several years, and know
that your teaching is based upon vibration,
still, in the form of music and its beneficent
power for health and healing, in connection
with Spiritual Science, very little has been
said, although there may be many like my-
gelf who have been quietly using it as an
aid in their work.

Many musicians who hayve been caught up
by the beauty and truth of Metaphysical
Thought have found that among the old
things that have passed away, Is their taste
for the false in music. At the same time,
they appreciate as never before the great
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tone poets—those grand souls in tune with
the Infinite who speak with inspired direct-
ness and through whom have come to us
the echoes of the celestial music they have
heard.

That music is a delightful accomplishment
and has great influence over the emotions we
realize, but it is not so well understood that
it can be so directed as to awaken the spir-
itual man to assert his power over discord
and disease.

Musical vibrations are fundamental in heal-
ing, and music is a powerful therapeutie. It
changes the thought current and liberates
the spirit.

Whether voeal or instrumental healing mu-
sic must be based upon the true, satisfy by
its beauty, and naturalness, allowing the
thought that heals to vibrate through every
tone, changing disease into ease and restor-
ing harmony.

Those who seem to care nothing for musie,
expressing a positive distaste for it, are
reached (as far as my experience goes) by the
right selection, showing there exists in ev-
ery soul an affinity to some tone, and to the
silent word through sound waves.

In cases of insomnia, fever, inflammation,
melancholia, the effect is magical—for it can
be made to calm the emotions, quiet fear,
stimulate or soothe as the case may require,
and arouse hope and courage.

Like any other force, it can be disturbing
and destructive in the hands of the ignorant.

The effect of the wrong selection in the
wrong place, at the wrong time in the wrong
key, would be anything but harmonizing;
but in the hands of a Mental Scientist, who
is in sympathy with the patient, who can
diagnose mental conditions, who knows how
to select and when to apply it, is of immense
service.

A musical eduecation and mental prepara-
tion are, of course, essential for this work,

The history of music as a healing power is
most interesting, and numerous instances are
recorded of its use in the case of disease,

It was understood by the Hgyptians thou-
sands of years ago, and from them the
Greeks learned the influence of rhythm, and
it entered largely into the mental and physi-
cal development of that people.

The result of his discoveries in the spir-
itual cause of music led Pythagoras to the
conclusion that “All is number and har-
mony,” and that it is the business of the
Muses not only to preside over music and
musical instruments, but to harmonize all
things.

Voltaire declared that his motive in going
to the opera was that music aided digestion,
imparted activity, and forced the blood to
circulate more freely.

George Sand writes of a friend whe had
become insane and was cured by music:

“What poetic and religious consolations
have fallen like blessed dew from those
sweet and penetrating notes!

“How can I ever bless you, my dear mas-
ter, who healed so skillfully, and why should
I believe now that music is an art purely for
pleasure or mere enjoyment?

“When I remember the surprising effect it
had upon my friend, its eloquence was more
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convincing than all the philosophy taught in
books.”

The Metaphysical movement underlies all
true reform, and in its service music finds
its highest expression.

If we would hasten the coming of the king-
dom of heaven upon the earth, let us employ
it more in our work, for it is a cosmic force
and moves the worlds.

When we realize that light and color and
sound are fundamentally the same, differing
only in degree of intensity of vibration, we
perceive that from the smallest atom to the
loftiest soul all is musical vibration, and har-
mony is the fundamental principle of life.

This force is ever waiting to be appropri-
ated and to bless. It calls to us in the thun-
der of the waves, in the sighing winds, in
the whispering trees; the brooks babble if,
the birds sing of it; all nature sings, from
the flower to the star. We have only to
tune our own souls to love and praise, and
join the choir universal as of old, when “the
morning stars sang together, and all the sons
of God shouted for joy.”

PRACTICE VERSUS THEORY.

(Flora P. Howard, Los Angeles, Cal.)

Dear Shelton—Man is just beginning to dis-
cover that he is master of his own destiny,
creator and controller of his own universe
wherein he dwells, and has the power to
make it a heaven or a hell. He, in his own
divinity, Is the presence and the power of
God, namely, God-man. By and through
this power of rightly understanding his life
forces, the gates of Truth are opening wide
for his emancipation. He has been bound
and held by his own thought, and there is
no salyation for him (salvation means saved
from) and no health in him till he begins to
think for himself. Freedom is for you; is
ever staring you in the face; ever holding
out inducements for you to arise out of
your sleep and awake. There is but one
way to attain it, and that way is to work
for it. This means practice, and the train-
ing of your thought, which enables you to
control conditions in your life, making all
things work for your good, not being swayed
by any adverse circumstances, but compel-
ling it to move in line for you, and with you,
you being the controlling, moving power that
forces it to turn in your favor. This you
will find is work, and hard work, till you
know your own power, which will increase
and multiply according as you practice con-
trolling your thought. In your thinking
rightly you become a master builder, and
build your own character, forming it as
you wish, for no power in the universe can
hinder you from being what you will to be.
*“There is no chance; no destiny, no fate, can
circumvyent or hinder or control the firm re-
solve of a determined soul.” It is the firm,
undaunted, persistent, unswerving faith in
yourself that counts to your credit. Bmer-
son said: “Every proverb, every book, every
by-word, that belongs to thee for ald, or
comfort, shall surely come home through
open or winding passages.” The open pass-
age Is yours when you open it for yourself,
The closer we look into life we find there is
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nothing sought for, nothing obtained, nothing
completed, but by constant work, constant
practice of all the powers that lie within
us.

Practice is so far removed from theory that
the latter ought not to exist even in name,
but contrariwise. It is confounded with
practice by many, even among Scientists.
Many will get all of the theory of this new
thought philosophy and talk it as glib as
tongue can, but it has no depth. Theory
never has, for when the crisis comes to mas-
ter they do not stand their ground, and are
washed out among the breakers, and they
wonder at the cause of their disaster. They
had no practical truth that they could lay
hold of and use in every-day life. The use
of a little truth will increase your power and
make you master of more, while theory has
never helped you and never will.

One thing I admit that theory can do, and
does do; it is this: It will cause publishers
of papers to write with such flow of lan-
guage, and with the necessary magazine pol-
ish, that you would not only think they had
the power to move mountains, but the whole
universe. They seemed to understand so
well what everybody ought to do, and how
they ought to do it, but when it came home
to their doing, it did not work, for they counld
not work out their own financial problem,
while others could not rise out of their dis-
eased thought, for the practical part, the
real part of life's lesson, had been left out,
and when they needed it the most they did
not have it; they had only a philosophical ex-
planation, or I might better say speculation,
which is not knowledge, therefore is not
power. Proof is positive knowledge. *Phy-
sician, heal thyself,” is no theory, but a liv-
ing, practical lesson of life that all must
understand, and it is not done without work,
a4 constant, abiding consciousness of your
own power to master what comes to you, not
in a line of theory that you see it, but in a
line of practical demonstration that you do
it. Seeking this truth from the intellect is
not mastery, but seeking it from his spirit-
ual store house, that knows all, claims all,
and is all, realizing his divinity, that he is
God, is mastery.

There is a vast difference between these
two points of view, and by careful analysis
of yourself you will see from which point
you are working, and you will also find it
Is not possible to truly tell another how to
live and overcome conditions till you, your-
self, have first mastered them.

Write, and speak, what you have actually
put Into practice and proven true! Tet not
your words be as “sounding brass,” but as
bomb shells, that will explode as soon as
dropped, that strike deep and awaken man
to his Godlikeness! Man is a thinking be-
ing, and upon his thought hangs his destiny.
It is not the fifty courses of lessons you have
heard in theory, but the one lesson that you
put to practical use, for your advancement,

Man is omuipotent, and has all things to
make his life a power, as God has. He has
power to create, and re-create, in his own
domain; he has power to organize and reor-
ganize his forces in his own thought world,
for his thought Is both a solyent and a sol-

idifier; he can dissolve his undesirable con-
ditions as though they had never been, and
solidify such an atmosphere of love around
him that were harm intended, it could not
reach him; he is self-poised, without fear of
the known, or the unknown, for all things are
known to him who finds himself; he holds
his life in his own hands, a self-conqueror;
he has all power in the universe without,
when he has dominion over his universe
within, creating for himself a new heaven,
and a new earth.

The thoughts you think, the power you
recognize, the force you use, the conscious-
ness of realization is yourself expressed, be-
coming transmuted into your own life. You
become, or you generate within, a spiritual
dynamie force that pushes you on, and on,
till realization becomes the fruitage of the
seed sown with each aspiring thought.

No hereditary thought, no one’s opinion, no
one’s creed, no one’s actions, has any power
over you if you will be free. You are your
own liberator of your own individual self.

Thought is the source, and substance, out
of which you create your idols, or ideals.
Oh, the greatness, the power, the grandeur,
and the vietory there is in a determined soul
that believes in himself as a God! It is a
live wire connecting him with the mighty
force of the Infinite, where all supply is gen-
erated, and all of your demands are met.
Only he that demands the highest, that lives
for the highest, is able to receive the highest.

#%% “Did Christ arise from the dead,as the
Bible teaches?”

Yes.

%#% The address of Flora B. James, for
the present, is 7000 Princeton Ave., Chicago,
111,

#%% Progressive Preacher, Vol. 1, No. 1,
Canon City, Colorado, G. W. Grammer, edi-
tor and publisher, monthly, fifty cents &
year.

¥ “1 give treatments for conquering old
age, by assisting my patrons on a plan of
thought where life is one continual song.
Terms from five to ten dollars per montl.
Address: Annah Baxter Calkins, Ruskin,
Ga."

*%% “The Constitution of Man,” by Eliza-
beth Lois Struble, a serial which has been
running through ‘““I'he Nautilus,” is now pub-
lished in booklet form, price twenty-five
cents. Address the Author, Sioux I'alls,
South Dakota.

*RR% “Little Sermons,” by J. Ransome
Bransby, 1327 Georgla St., Los Angeles, Cal.,
price thirty cents, four for one dollar. I
have read all of these little sermons, and
find them to be full of thought, beautifully
printed on heavy paper.

*%¥% Flora P. Howard is visiting my¥
friend, Joseph Wolff, of Boulder, Colo., for
the winter. All orders for her books may
be addressed to her there. P. O. Box 045
She publishes several good hooks. “Idols Dé-
throned” is fifty cents in paper, and one dol-
lar in cloth,






