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He had & madly jumping tooth;
His pain was grievous, very.

He only smiled and said, “Forsooth,
It's all imaginary.”

He lost a leg, he lost an arm;
But still the wight was merry,

And faintly smiled, “Feel no alarm—
It's all imaginary."

He died; and when old Charon came
To row him o'er the terry,
His words and smile were still the same—
“It's all imaginary,"
—ALBERT BiGgerLow PAainNg, in Judge.

ITEMS AND IDEAS.
»*y September.
x*x Virgo, the Virgin.
%%y The leaves begin to fall,

%% Get ready for winter ? Noj; enjoy the

fall while it lasts,

«*s This thing of always anticipating one
season while the other is going on is un-
scientific. ‘*Sufficient unto the day is the
evil thereof "—and the good.

"% If God working in us produces our
wills, and our will is to do evil, is it God who
produces these evil wills ?

Yes. There is only God! So called evil
works forgood; therefore, itis Good, Isaiah
45:7,

#"s No, I haven’t anything to sell except
CHRISTIAN at 50 cents a year, and my book-
let on ‘ Vibrations' at 25 centsa copy. I
wish I had half a dozen books on the mar-
ket, but I'm too lazy to prepare them for
the press. Ikeepon putting it off, and don’t
know just when I will get to it.

#*% ‘“No Beginning, or the Fundamental
Fallacy ; a common sense demonstration
of the non-existence of a ‘First Cause,’
thereby identifying God with Nature;"” by
William H. Maple. ‘‘Motion is as Natural
as Rest ;" second edition, pp. 183, cloth, 75
cents. W. H, Maple & Co., 164 La Salle St.,
Chicago, Ii1.

%% The different kinds of ** Scientists’
are now agitated over the question as to
whether Mrs, Eddy is dead or alive. Why
be so worked up over a mortal? It is not
the person but the principle in which we
should glory. Of course, if you are merely
selling books, Mrs. Eddy aliveis worth more
than Mrs. Eddy dead.

#*s Can you treat a patient without his
kuowledge?

Yes, provided the patient is a child who

‘ near relative or friend who is in close con-

junction with the patient. Sometimes a
husband and wife are in such close conjunc-
tion that one can be treated through the
other. But, unless you have a natural right
to enter the domain of another, you had bet-
ter not have them treated without their
knowledge. The human mind should be left
free to choose or refuse.

»*% In writing me for treatments for sick-
ness, trouble or poverty, enclose not less
than one nor more than ten dollars for each
month’s treatments. Treatments are given
every day in the Silence. Sometimes one
month's treatment will bring you out of
your abnormal conditions; and sometimes
it takes months and years. I makenoprom-
ises as to results, yet ninety-five per cent. of
all who come to me report good results. T
could fill this paper with testimonials from
all kinds of people,

common mail, carefully sealed, stampedand | piness and prosperity.

addressed.

% How can oue overcome obstacles to
spiritual consciousness arising from one
having come into this plane of existence in
December?

By overcoming all flesh, or mortality,
whether it was born in December or some
other month. Don’t get the idea into your
head that you, the real you, is subject to the
almanac or the zodiac. If you were born be-
tween the 20th of November and the 20th of
December you need not complain. It is the
Archer, last sign of the Fire Triplicity.
The Fire People are all splendid. They can
love ‘‘like a house afire!” As I am a
Gemini, of course, I like to fan the fire.

+*x Is it wise to study and practice hyp-
notism ?

It is owing to what you mean by hypnot-
ism. Hypnotism in its true meaning is the
law of mental suggestion. I practice it in
the Silence every day by suggesting health
instead of disease, wealth instead of pov-
erty, etc. But if you mean physical hypnot-
ism, where will dominates another,
where the strong overcome the weak, you
had better let it alone. The less you have
to do with animal magnetism, or any other
moon force, the better for you. Truth isin
the realm of sunlight, and works in the Si-
lence of Spirit.

one

+*, What do you mean by saying, “I will
send you the Word?”' I don’'tunderstand.
What is this Word ?

If I should write you a check for a thou-
sand dollars and sign my name, it would be
a written word to that effect; and if the

€an be treated through its parents; or an in-| bank honored the check and counted you out
%ane person who can be treated through a|the money, you would know that my written

word was good for that amount of money.
Well, if I speak the Word, God's Word, in
‘the Silence, for you, and it reaches you, and
you are healed of your diseases, or cured of
your poverty, you know that I am speaking
the Truth. The Word is the creative energy
of the Universe. It is another name for the
I Am that I Am.

x*x In receiving treatments place yourself
in an attitude of repose. The best way to
do this is to.cultivate indifference, don’'t-
caire-a-dime afttitude. Let go, relax, give
up. Don’t maintain that anxious tension
which generally characterizes
There isn’t anything to worry over, and
there is nothing to fear. Even death is
nothing to fear, for it is absolutely power-
less; it can’t injure you. Youare all right,
no matter what happens. The mind which

invalids,

waits for anything in an indifferent, care-

Send money in the| less way, is almost sure to gain health, hap-

The body soon re-
| covers its healthful vibration the
| mind is at peace. It is the mind of anxiety,
care, worry, and unrest which keeps the
body torn to pieces! Be still!

%% Say, friends and fellow travelers:
Some of the letters sent to me on the sex ques-
tion have to be handled with the tongs on their
way to the waste basket. When you want
to write on the sex question take a bath,
clean your teeth, manicure your finger nails,
and repeat the Lord's Prayer, before youdip
your pen in ink. There is no moresacred re-
lation on earth than the sexual relation. It
is the beginning of life as manifest in hu-
man forms; the origin of visible being. It
is the highest function of being; therefore,
it can sink the lowest. You may always
look for pearls in slime and mud; and, you
may find the highest function of being in
the lowest and vilest environment. Let us
lift up this sexual function and it will lift us
up; if we drag it down it willdrag us down.
Be clean and pure sexually and you will be
clean and pure every other way.

when

«*x A reader of CHRISTIAN said to me:
¢ Oh, I can't give up the idea of a personal
God. IfIdo, whatamI praying to? Who
is there to listen to me?** There’s the rub
with the most of the world: they must have
an idol to cling to.

The person of God is manifest in the in-
dividual. If the principle of God could all
be merged into a single individual it would
destroy personality, for there would be no
one with whom this individual could com-
municate, and personality implies communi-
cation between individuals, an exchange of
ideas and vibrations, an association. It
would be a dreary universe which held only
one individual ; therefore, the personality of
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God is manifest in a universe of individuals
who hold converse with each other. And
yet, all these individuals live, move and have
their being in the principle of God and
manifest His personality.

%% A man wrote me to know if his wife,
who is an invalid, was going to die, and if
he would recover his financial standing. I
told him I was not permitted to reveal her
future in this regard; that while I knew, it
was not best for him to know, else his own
Spirit would reveal it to him. He wrote me
a letter denouncing me as a fraud, and told
me how much money he had sentme. Now,
does any one suppose a fraud would hesitate,
for one moment, about prophesying to such
aman! It is because I am the truth that I
refuse to reveal to him the future of another
person. It is none of his business as to
what his wife’s immediate future is to be;
this is her own affair. The thought that
she is soon to die, if revealed to him, would
affect her, no matter whether he told her in
words or not. So, you see, I don’t care any-
thing about your opinion of me, and I don’t
care a straw for your money.

»*¢ If mind is matter, whatisspirit? Did
spirit and matter alwaysexist? Shall mind
and matter exist (in the great beyond) in a
conscious organic state, as now ?

Mind is not matter and matter is not
mind. There is in substance matter and
mind or spirit. Mind is simply the light of
spirit reflected on the brain; but for the sake
of clearness you may call spirit and mind
one and the same thing, for without spirit
there could not be any mind, as without the
sun there would not be any moon. Spirit is
substance, being; matter is the mode or
manner of being. Spirit is unchangeable
substance of being, while matter is the
changeable form of being. Yes, mind and
matter will always exist for what it has
always been and will always be; but there
will be a change in the quality of matter.
The body which clothes spirit will be incor-
ruptible flesh. This mortal must put on im-
mortality, and this corruptible must put on
incorruption ; then shall be brought to pass
the saying that death is swallowed up in
victory.

s There is a vast difference between
vanity and egotism, or egoism. Vanity has
its source in weakness of intellect; egotism
is the consciousness of the I. Now there
are books, pamphlets and papers on my
desk wherein the individual claims to be the
only, the original, the best, the greatest, etc.
This is vanity ! Tdo note¢laim anything for
myself which I do not attribute to my fel-
lows. If IsayIam God, I also say that you
are God. If I say I can heal the sick, cast
out devils and raise the dead, T also say that
you can do all of these things. I Am the
Universal Power and Truth, therefore what
Icando youcando. I Am is God, and God
is no respecter of persons. If the I Am in
me does more than the I Am in you, it is be-
cause you are not conscious of your power;
it is because of your want of knowledge and
not on account of a difference in our stand-
ing before the Almighty., What you claim
for your own I Am must be claimed for
eyvery one else; it is not something you can

“corner,” or patent, or copyright. All the
gifts of God are yea and amen in the I Am.
This means that all the gifts of God are
affirmed and reaffirmed in the individual
without regard to race, color, or environ-
ment. Great powersalways bring meekness,
calmness, and peace.

+*4 In the psychic atmosphere the law of
vibrations is governed by periodicity. A
woman has her regular monthly periods.
The dipsomaniac has his regular periods of
sobriety followed by a period of drunken-
ness. What he does at a given time one year
he is liable to do about the same time next
year. This law holds good in other matters.
If workmen go on a strike one year, they are
likely to be agitated by the same feeling at
about the same time the next year. It has
become a chronic condition now, and strikes
come at about the same time every year.
The people think it is some new grievance,
but it is not ; it is the old vibration, and the
strike would come no matter what the condi-
tions were as to environment. The strike,
the riot, the confusion is in the psychic at-
mosphere and is sure to break out when the
regular period arrives. War is caused by
the same law of vibrations working by
periods. One great war fills the psychic at-
mosphere with its thoughts, and as thoughts
never die, these thoughts go to war with each
other at regular periods, The only way to
thoroughly destroy war, disease, and all
other abnormal conditions, is to set fire tothe
atmosphere. It is said, in the New Testa-
ment, that our planet will be burned with
fire and ‘“‘the elements shall melt with
fervent heat.”” It would be a good thing.

»*x Some things in CHRISTIAN puzzle me.
You seem to think that sympathy is unscien-
tific. Then what is it that causes you to
give the helping hand to those struggling in
darkness (mortal mind)?

It is not sympathy; it is compensation in
the form of money, and because I like the
work. I'm honest enough to say that a let-
ter which does not contain at least one dol-
lar isn’t interesting tome. Yet, my patients
become my friends, and I love them with all
my heart; but love is not sympathy, because
Love knows that all things work together
for Good. Love walks calmly and serenely
amid all kinds of suffering and sorrow,
knowing that these things are only for a day
and an hour. I Am Love! Sympathy and
pity are close akin to each other. The
teacher, the physician, the preacher, the
merchant may all grow enthusiastic in their
work, but the primary motive is to make a
living. It may sound cold and harsh to you,
but it is a fact, nevertheless, that we print
papers, do healing, and even preach the
gospel for money. I know we try to soar
into the skies, and make out like it is for
something else; but, I always preached for
the church that offered the biggest salary.
The Lord seemed to call in that direction !
This answer, in part, is from the Not I; do
you recognize him? Learn to distinguish
between the I Am and the Not I,

+*» What a blessed condition you must be
in, if you can “forgive your own sins.”’
T!\at is the hardest thing I'have to contend
with, in looking back (for I'm clusely related

| to poor Mrs, Lot in that respect). T cannqt

forgive myself for the things I've done and
said, though ignorantly. Why didn’t 1
know better? Why don't T know more
now ? I've studied the Science long enough
(more than ten years); and why can’t I cure
myself?

One reason why you can’t cure yourself is
found in your statement above—you will
not forgive your own sins. Self condemna-
tion is the worst kind of damnation, for you
can’t get away from it. You have to sleep
with yourself, eat with yourself, in fact you
and yourself are more closely bound together
than the Siamese twins. For this very rea-
son you ought to be on good terms with
yourself; but if there is constant condem-
nation there can be no peace of mind. I
think our foolish acts stick much closer than
our sins. The most of us had rather make
criminals or sinners of ourselyes than to make
fools or asses of ourselves. It is the silly
things, rather than the sinful, that annoy
us and cause us to want to kick ourselyves.
After all, it is mortal pride, and not con-
science, which makes cowards of the average
humans, But you must rise up and forgive
the Not I for all his failures and shortcom-
ings. ‘““Agree with thine
quickly.”

adversary

*'% Speaking in Freedom of the reported

death of Mrs. Eddy, Helen Wilmans says:

It is because I came after Mrs, Eddy, and
spread my ideas around over the same terri-
tory she had covered, that people got them
mixed. Mrs. Fddy isin a pretty comfort-
able fix; she can die without ruining her
character for veracity; but I must live on
whether I can or not, simply because I am
pledged to doit.

You are right, Helen ; you and I have got
to stay here whether we want to or not.
Sweetheart, ain’t we in a pretty fix! Men
may come and men may go, but I am bound
to abide in this place; women may come
and women may go, but you must remain
Helen Wilmans, of this earth, forever!
Well, Helen, you and I will have lots of fun
watching the processions pass by on their
way to the graveyard. It is all right! I
will stay with you. If Charlie can’t hold
his grip on life you and I will get married in
the year of OUR Lord 1999, that is if you will
have me. This proposal is provisional, of
course, for my ‘“best girl”’ may conclude to
stay here as long as you do. Seriously, if
you and I should *shuffle off this mortal
coil” in the old way, we have done the world
a good turn by standing up for a victory
over death. Old Orthodoxy should not smile
at us, for St. Paul said, *‘The last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death.” Youcan't
conquer an enemy by tamely putting your
neck under his foot.

»*% A friend writes that my Luke 14:26
had about set him crazy. Itis a good thing
sometimes to go crazy, for then you will
come to your senses. It is hard to under-
stand the paradox of Truth. The man who
loses his life gains it; the man who gives
up all receives all as a reward. Many a
time I have preached from the text, * Seek
ye first the Kingdom of God and his right-
eousness ; and all these thingsshall be added
unto you."” The addition always caught the
mind first; the Kingdom of God—the main
build_ing --a.]w:tys came into the mind after
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“all these things shall be added.” But it
will not work that way. ‘‘All these things"'
are worthless unless you have the Kingdom
of God and his righteousness. What good,
for instance, would “‘all these things' have
been to me while I was under the dominion
of dipsomania? IfI had gained the whole
world and lost my own soul in drunkenness,
what would I have been profited? It would
have been useless to me, for I was not myself.
I was whisky. So you see the principle of
giving up all that you may gain all is scien-
tific. If the Spirit had given me all the
gold of the earth before I got possession of
myself, it would have been a positive injury
to me. Ilove women, children, life itself a
hundredfold more since I do not claim to
own anything., I own my own soul; there-
fore, ‘*all these things are added unto ME.”’
I am the unit of value.

2% T. J. Shelton: Good Friend— You
are a long suffering mortal, I suppose, owing
to the insistence of your numberless ques-
tioners. But you see welesserillumined and
anxious horde of souls and readers of CHRIS-
TIAN look to you for light. Now I wish you
would demonstrate this (I quote from your
answer to a querist): ‘It is the feminine
principle, the woman, which suffered in
Jesus Christ for the SIN of the world. SIN!
I suppose I am all wrong, but I translate
your meaning into English thus: There is
a God, also a Devil principle—ever co-
sphering, co-fellowing and co-fighting—
each the ome with the other. Now I
like that; it sounds good and old fashioned,
and orthodox, and would rejoice the hearts
of the Gospel tenters of New York. How
else SIN, other than by Devil—Evil? God,
Or Goody-then, is not the One Universal
Principle—All there is. If He is Al, he
could not commit the foolishness of sinning
against himself, then crucifying himself to
d:s‘cntangle the tangle? The proposition
—God (or Good), as omnipotent and om-
niscient—falls on a co-Devil hypothesis.
Sincerely, Juria A. BUNKER.

Bless you, Julia, wipe your eyes and look
again! I said ““sin of the world,’” not sins.
The words “sin” and *‘ignorance’ are
synonymous. Don't you think the feminine,
the gentle, in man is forever suffering for
the ignorance of the world? This does not
imply a devil or evil as a principle of being.
Itonly means that knowledge must be gained
by individual experience. An individual
can’t be born with knowledge; it comes by
unfoldment, a growth, from out the Univer-
salMind. Therefore, sweetheart, the Mother
of God (Woman) is forever being crucified
for the sin of the world. Her soul travaileth
in pain even until now; and yet, All is
Good.

¥*y ‘“Inspirational Poems,"” by Mrs. C. A.
Dean ; pp- 102, cloth. Published by the au-
thor, Portland, Oregon.

s*« The Psycho-Harmonic Scientist, Vol.
1, No. 1, is on my table. Monthly; $1.00 a
Year. Published by Robt. J. Burns, Pueblo,
Colorado.

#*s How and what shall we teach our chil-
dren regarding prayer?

Teach them that the One who hears prayer
is their own Spirit, the Divinity which stirs
within them ; and that prayer is the sincere,
honest, truthful desire of the heart which
does not have to be expressed in words.
“T'o thine own self be true.”
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A MAN'S LETTER.

Dear I-AM-God-and-there-is-no-other-Shel-
ton: The Spirit seems to move me mightily
this morning—but briefly, we will trust.

In re-reading some parts of July CHRIs-
TIAN this morning my attention was called
to the paragraph, ‘“The usual spring at-
tack,” etc.

The published stuff did not stop with the
St. Louis daily, but came to us through a
Buffalo, N. Y., daily. I know of atleasttwo

persons who immediately said, ““I don’t be-
lieve it!" Then it dawned upon me thata
part of it he had got from your own words
in a CHRISTIAN of recent date, to the effect
that you were interested in mining, real es-
tate, etc., etc., and then went on to make up
whatever more was needed to make an arti-
cle sufficiently readable to please his own
vanity and to bait the public. Another, a
lady (and she is earnest and true), said to me
in a recent letter, “I would give consider-
able to know whether he' (Shelton) ‘*isa
fraud or not.”” Inmy reply I said, “I have
communed with my own soul and feel
moved to say that he is as pure and true as
Iam, and I Am as pure and true as Jesus.”
Now this isn’t “taffy,”” nor am I going to
‘‘ strike you for a guarter.” I am sorry for
the people—and I presume there are many
of them—who cannot dig deep enough to
find the Truth contained in CHRISTIAN, at
the same time admitting that occasionally I
feel the need of asking a question or two
myself. And here is one: On page two,
July issue, you say, ‘“‘It is pitiful to see
persons blowing, sweating, and affirming
health, etc., through mortal consciousness—
say they are well when every outward sign
shows grievous sickness,”” etc., etc. Far-
ther down, same paragraph, *‘ When Spir-
itual consciousness affirms health, wealth
and happiness, all these things will come
forth into the light."" Across on the next
column, third page, you say: ‘“And even
when I didn’t have a nickel in the house, I
said: *‘Weare all right. I am money and
we have plenty of everything.’ It was true,
for it was * * - the Spirit of my Father
speaking * * * It has been seven years
since this consciousness came tome, * * 7

Now this is my question: Is there any
better or other way 7o gain ‘‘this conscious-
ness' than for the present consciousness,
the **1'" who hungers and thirsts after more
of the truth, to continue to affirm, and af-
firm, and affirm, even though to the mortal
sense every affirmation seems a point blank
lie?

Shelton, my soul's twin, ‘“my soul long-
eth, yea, even fainteth for™ wisdom, wis-
dom, wisdom; I am not in darkness, but
“my heart and my flesh crieth out for™
more and yet more light; for more ability
to speak the word of power; to send abroad
stronger, warmer, purer rays of living light.
“So you must drink at the Fountain through
your own Spirit,” I am very sure; and I am
doing so, although, and even while sending
my words to you. (And what a beautiful
stirring of the depths I have experienced
during the last two or three minutes; had to
stop writing at one time, for the depths
overflowed.)

The least I can do is to send you a stamp,
though not asking you to answer personally.
If the spirit moves you to notice the matter
further in CHRISTIAN I will get it. If not,
I will get it anyway, sooner or later,

I Am, J. GILBERT MURRAY.

You are on the right road. Keep on lis-
tening, and if you hear the Word affirm-
ing and re-affirming the same thing every
day, you may rest assured that it will come
to pass, no matter what the appearances
may be. The Creative Thought often re-
peats over and over the prophecy of coming
manifestations. Speak!

I LIKE THIS ENDORSEMENT.

T. J. Shelton: I think my subscription
to CHRISTIAN expired the first of July. I
uow enclose one dollar to pay for the past
year and the year to come.

I shall take CHRISTIAN as long as you do
your own talking and keep all advertise-
ments out. It is positively a treat to have
one publication with no advertisements, A
year for other publications is about as long
as I can stand them, I get so tired of the
same old advertisements.

I notice the scientists cannot stand getting
hit without striking back, although they
teach non-resistance. I think you come as
near being where Paul was, where “mnone of
these things move me,” as any one I know
of, and you have to ““cuss' sometimes and
tell them to mind their own business, don't
you? You say some mighty good things,
but some things you talk about I do not un-
derstand. *‘Sex Vibration,” for instance.
And then you say there is no sin. Have you
never said and done things youn regret?
What makes you regret them if there is no
sin or wrong? There is sin and wrong be-
tween man and man, is there not?

Iwish you would make CHRISTIAN a weekly
and do all the talking yourself. I wish you
would put a good picture of yourself in
CHRISTIAN ; I want tosee how *“'T. J.”" looks,

You say you could not make the hair grow
on your own bald head, but you advertise to
make it grow on others, by thinking the
right thought. How funny !

There are many things I would like to
laugh over, but I know if I do not quit talk-
ing you will tell me to shufup, P. D. Q.

Keep on sending CHRISTIAN to my address
and oblige your friend and admirer,

L.A. B.

Yes, I like to make each issue of CHRISTIAN
brand new, and try to change the wording of
my own little notices. Every line of CHRIS-
TIAN is ‘‘distributed,” not a sentence of
any kind left as ‘‘standing matter.” I can’t
tolerate this commercial vibration which is
forever drumming for money. August
CHRISTIAN exhibited too much of this,and
I am going to weed out my subscription list
and get down to the scientific method of
calling my own in the Silence. I am now
offered large prices for advertising in CHRIS-
TIAN, but it must remain free.

I didn’t say I could make hair growona
bald head; but many of my patients testify
that I have done so. I speak the Word for
health ; andif hair grows, corns go, and old
age disappears, so much the better. I not
only expect new hair on my head, but a new
head for the hair. I am looking for a new
body like unto the glorious body of a Son of
God, and expect to get it without going
through the process called death. This is
not theory or mere talk. I have many indi-
cations of a new deal all around. The
promise has been made to me; and as all
other promises are being fulfilled, why
should I doubt the fulfillment of this one?

1 did not say there was no sin. Sin is the
missing of the mark, taken from the bow-
man, or archer, in shooting an arrow at a
mark. I say and still repeat, There is 1o
evil as a principle of being. Our sins are
good in that they teach us how to hit the
mark. Men learn truth from error by expe-
rience ; blunders, mistakes, pains, sufferings
are all for our good.




AN 1 Al SERMON.

I Am the Word !

In our last sermon we discussed the Uni-
versal T Am ; but the subject is too vast to
even touch in one sermon. Let us look at its
practical application to, and by, the indi-
vidual. The I Am is the Mind of the Uni-
verse. There is one Mind and one Will and
really one Person. Personality and indi-
viduality are different. Personality pertains
to mind, and as there is but one Mind there
is in reality but one Person in many indi-
viduals. But the mind of the individual is
not capable of taking cognizance of the
Universal Whole, therefore even God must
be separated into individual parts. This
diversity in thought has been the stumbling
block of progress, for the human mind when
once fixed on an idea, is hard to move. The
infancy of our race has had gods many, and
lords many, and therefore we are divided
into creeds and clans. The race, instead of
being a unit, is divided into antagonistic
tribes at war with each other. Our theology
has served to fill the mortal world with the
same kind of feuds and wars. Instead of
loving humanity we love our own party, our
own sect, our own tribe, our own family;
and either pity, or hate, all the others. This
is childish, When we are children, as St.
Paul says, we talk and think as children;
but when we become men we put away
childish things. The race is coming into
the unity of thought, and soon men will be
men without regard to creed, color, or pre-
vious or present conditions of servitude.

The race becomes one as soon as we know
that God is One. When in our thought God
is One, we will not divide Him into good and
bad, saints and sinners. There will be One
God and One Man, the visible expression of
Divine Unity. This idea must find a clear
abiding place in your thought. As long as
your mind is mixed between good and evil,
God and Devil, you will be crosseyed and
lopsided in your thinking. God is God and
there is no one beside Him. Give this
thought root and let it grow into a part of
your mental being. There is one Will, and
all that is is right, or it would not be.

Now the application of this I Am to your
own individuality is the one thing needful
to confirm you in the Truth. You cannot
get into the umiversal vibration by merely
repeating words. You may say I Am money,
power, health, truth, and spell it with a big
I, and a big A, until doomsday, and it will
do you no more good than whistling “*A Hot
Time in the Old Town."” You may sayI
Am Money until you die of starvation; you
may say I Am Health until you rot with dis-
ease; you may say I Am Truth until you are
smothered in error: you may say T Am Light
until your mind sinks in darkness. The
saying of these things, with your mortal
mouth, is as a tinkling cymbal or sounding
brass. Butwhen the I Am says these things
in you there is a movement, a vibration of
Life, and a manifestation of Power. Why ?
Because the 1 Am is All. Almighty Dollar
is but the symbol of Almighty God, there-
fore when the Voice of the Eternal Word
says in you I Am Money, you can safely get
out your bank book. When you hear the
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Voice in you saying I Am Opulence, you can
take your measure for broadcloth and fine
linen ; you can order your carriage, and buy
a ticket for a voyage around the world.
When you hear God (not an echo of your
own voice) saying in you I Am Wealth, you
can rest assured that you haye command of
wealth. * For, it is not you speaking : but
the Spirit of your Father speaking in you."
When God, the All Wisdom, is heard in you
saying I Am the Truth, you may look foran
immediate illumination of your mind with
great thoughts and clear ideas. It is the in-
spiration of the Spirit of Truth. When you
hear the Word in you saying of yourself or
others, I Am Health, you may expect the
vibrations of new life to fill you with joy,
old tissues to pass away, and new atoms to
come and make you whole. This is the
Word, not a mere echo of your own thoughts,
but the I Am that I Am speaking in you. It
is health ! “God is Light, andin Him there
is no darkness atall.,”” Thisis true of every-
thing spoken by the I Am, for by the Word
all things were created, and by the Word all
things are re-created. There is nothing but
the Word and its material manifestation.
The trouble with the race is that we have
only the echo of the Word. The form of
words has been left to us, but the power has
gone out. It is like trying to get a harvest
of wheat by planting a photograph of wheat.
It may be a good picture, a correct likeness,
but it will not grow. It is also like getting
a 'square meal by reading the recipes in a
cook book. It increases our hunger. When
poor miserable men in painand sorrow begin
to say I Am health, I Am wealth, at the
suggestion of some healer, it is mocking
God. I prefer to let a patient swear until
the I Am begins to affirm health and wealth.
For this reason I admonish a patient to keep
still and say nothing until you hear the
Word in you saying something, then keep
quiet and listen. For many years I have
been a listener. It is a glorious thing to
just listen to the Voice of the I Am making
promises, and then watching each day until
all is fulfilled—filled full. The I Am always
joins material and spiritual blessings to-
gether. This may not sound orthodox; but
it is true, nevertheless. Grace and green-
backs grow together. The real I Am never
keeps you poor in order to keep you humble ;
the humility business is not a part of the I
Am. *‘Sit down upon my Throne,” is the
way the I Am talks. He hasn’t any foot-
stool. It is all Throne. Dominion is the
order of God. Dominion and Divinity are
one and the same; you can't recognize the
one without the other. How can it be other-
wise? Therefore I say unto thee that wives,
children, houses, lands, sons, daughters,
brothers, sisters, and eternal life are a part
of “your own' when the I Am begins to
move in you. What God claims you can
claim; or rather, He will claim it for you.
Nothing less than “all things ™ will satisfy
the Divinity which begins to stir in the new
born soul of the son of God. Be not de-
ceived. Let God claim these things in you
and for you. It is useless for the individual
voice to be lifted up against the Babylon of
other voices in mortality, Let the Silent
Voice speak in you and all your desires will

be satisfied. Power and honor will come to
you, for the I Am has it all; and when He
speaks in you all the world of confusion is
hushed into silence. This is the difference
between an echo and the original Word.
An echo is empty. The Word is full of Life.

How long have we been echoing until all
we have is an echo of an echo! In factin
the majority of people the sound has almost
entirely died out. Prayers! how often has
the * Lord's Prayer' been said over and
over. It isa wonderful collection of words !
But how much good has it accomplished, and
how near is it to fulfillment? Everydayand
every hour words of prayer are going up
from mortal lips. Scripture words have been
committed to memory ; and there were more
Bibles sold in the last ten years than in the
whole thousand years preceding. There
never was a time when people knew so many
words of Scripture. It iswonderful how we
have had words stamped on the mind. But
these words are only signs of ideas, pictures
of thought. It will take something more
than these pictures to produce a harvest of
growth and action. But the words are here
and have been placed here for a good and
glorious purpose. The Holy Spirit will come
and use the words as a vehicle for the real
seed of the kingdom. When the I Am
speaks, the knowledge of words will be in
the mind, ready to understand andinterpret
the living Word. Ican see what anawaken-
ing will come when these words of prayer
and praise begin to move with the quicken-
ing of the Spirit.

"Phere must be a Way, a High Way, pre-
pared for the Coming of the Christ. This
Bible knowledge, this metaphysical knowl-
edge, this searching of old records, this fresh
and refreshing interpretation of old sayings,
are but the work of casting up and leveling
down the High Way of Holiness. The I Am
is preparing the Way of the Lord and mak-
ing His paths straight. Itisallright. God
is doing all things according to the law of
unfoldment. There has been a long time,
as we mark time, given to preparation, but
it is for eternity. The awakening is not for
a day but forever. The High Way is for
us all,

‘I saw the mountains stand
Silent, wonderful, and grand,
Looking out across the land
When the golden light was falling
On distant dome and spire;

And 1 heard a low voice calling,
‘Come up higher, come up higher,
From the lowland and the mire,

From the mist of earth desire,
From the vain pursuit of pelf,
From the attitude of self:

Come up higher, come up higher.'"

The ‘““come up higher” is not in your
estimation of environment; not becoming
more respectable; not gaining a higher posi-
tion in the estimation of men ; butin getting
a true conception of the unity of God in the
human race. This is the place of power and
peace. The reason why we have been slow
in coming to God is because we didn’t know
that He was ready to receive us; there wasa
vague idea as to where God could be found;
a still more uncertain idea as to whether God
could be approached or not, Our fears had
50 hedged Divinity with terror that we were
afraid to knock at the Door.

The so called
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supernatural has more terrors for humanity
than all else beside. It is so full of terror,
even now, that the great mass of humanity
refuse to investigate. They are content to
let the physician examine and care for their
bodies ; and to the preacher and priest they
consign the keeping of their souls. Life is
full of fears, and death is ‘‘ the king of ter-
rors and the terror of kings.” It is said of
Jesus Christ that ‘“ he came to deliver those
who, through fear of death, had been all
their lifetime subject to bondage.”” There
is no bondage like fear. ‘‘Fear hath
torment: perfect love casteth out all fear.
There is no fear in love.”

Fear can only give way before the light.
It is darkness which breeds fear. Science is
doing away with our fears, One by one they
are leaving us. The ocean is losing its ter-
ror and we ride the waves on palatial
steamers with hardly a thought of danger.
The supernatural is becoming more and more
natural as we look into the laws of being.
The priest is losing his power over our souls
and the physician over our bodies. As we
know more we fear less,

But how can I *‘let’" the I Am speak in
me? Open the door. *‘Behold! I stand at
the door and knock; if any man will hear
my voice, and open the door, I will come in
unto him, and take up my abode with him."’
See? There will be no house breaking, no
smashing doors. You must open the door.
How? How do you breathe the universal
air? You open your mouth, open your
nostrils, and inhale the air. This is getting
your own breath, for all that youcan breathe
belongs to you. No one can breathe for you.
The air that other people have breathed
would soon poison you. The great universe
is full of air, but it will not do you any good
unless you get your own breath. This is
true in regard to all the universal blessings.
They must be personally applied. This is
the reason why I can say, I AmGod. Godis
of no use to me unless He is mine. Walt
Whitman has said it :

“No one can acquire for another—not one.
No one can grow for another—not one.”

You open your own eyes to the light.
There is no force used by the Light; youcan
shut your eyes if you will, or live in the
depths of a cave. But if you open your eyes
you can have all of the Universal Light that
you can use. It is your own. Open your
€ars and the very music of the spheres will
come to you. Beloved, this is true of the
Voice and Vision of the I Am. The door of
your mind, the organs of thought, must be
exercised by you. Thisisall. There is no
mt'fral preparation necessary. The light
shines on the just and the unjust. There is
.no more religion in telepathy than there is
in the telegraph or telephone. They are all
three on precisely the same basis. Now
20“'1 g0 to God in fear that you are not

.good enough *’ to approach, for you can’t
hide from His Presence if you tried, and
there isn't any use in trying. Just walk up
to the telephone, ring up Central, and say,
“Hello! God," and you are more likely to
get an immediate answer than if you went
Sneaking and trembling about it. God
doesn’t take to cowards and sneaks., I con-
fess I was a little of both, for I didn’t ring

up God. ItwasGod who rang the telephone
and said, ““Hello! T. J.”" It liked to have
scared the life out of me. But I soon be-
came so curious to know, that I answered,
and of course, told a lie right at the start. I
was in a worse fix than Adam, when the
telephone said, **Adam! where art thou 7"
Adam had only broken one commandment,
and I thoughtT had smashed all of them into
such small pieces that they could never be
mended. I was dreadfully relieved when
God said, ‘““ Smash 'em, my boy, smash ‘em;
they were made brittle to enable you to
smash 'em.” I have found out that break-
ing commandments is no more than pulling
the sawdust out of a doll. The child wants
to know what the doll is made out of, and
there is but one way of knowing. It might
believe that the doll was made so and so by
hearing, but to Azow, it must be dissected.
You can't break the law; but youcan break
a commandment of the law; and then you
will know what the law really is, and why
the commandment was given. Itisthe only
way of knowing the law.

In listening to the KEternal Word you are
acting just as you do when you open your
eyes to the light. Don’t be afraid to hear
what the Spirit has to say. ‘‘Let him that
hath an ear, hear.” Thisis very important,
If you hear only noise when you listen to
music, it is because you have no ear for
music ; it must be cultivated; or a new ear
must be given to you. Thusit is in distin-
guishing the Word of Truth from the many
words in the world. You at first hear a mul-
titude of voices and all is confusion; but
answer in your own mind, and confusion
will give place to order. Telepathic commu-
nication will soon become systematized and
the words will become intelligent. FEven
then you must be a discerner of spirits, or
voices, for you will hear your own mortal
thought and the thoughts of others, among
the living and the dead. Call for what you
want and dismiss all others. Itis not dead
friends, or living friends that you want,
but the I Am thatI Am. Refuse to become
the medium of any other than your own
Spirit, and all others will depart from you.
This is the only way to become a medium of
the Universal Intelligence. Your ownIAm
must be theorgan of the I Am that I Am,
the Universal Word of Wisdom and knowl-
edge.

Remember that the Word is in you as
much as any one else. “‘T'he Word is nigh
thee, even in thy heart and in thy mouth.”
It is not something afar off in the future or
away back in the past. Itisa partof *“your
own '’ and will come to you. Your hearing
is more than the power to hear the objective
sounds around you. There isaninner hear-
ing by which you may listen to the Voice of
God.

% If the Spirit of man doesn't suffer-
what does? Because man is dead without
the Spirit. Please answer in CHRISTIAN.

It is the Spirit that suffers, but it suffers
through the flesh. Mortality is hell, the
place of suffering. There was no sign of
suffering in Jesus after his resurrection

from the dead. When mortality is swallowed
up in life, suffering, pain and death will
cease.

5

THE NEW TESTAMENT TREATTIENTS.

IV,—RAISING THE DEAD,

In the record of Jesus we have three per-
sons raised from the dead: a young girl
who had just died, a young man on the way
to burial, and a man who had been in his
grave forfour days. It is strange that other
persons were notraised from the dead. Why
did not the authors of the Gospels record
more than three? There were certainly
many deaths even in the circle of friends
who followed Jesus; and yet, there were
only three called back from the Beyond.
And of these only one appears to have been
a friend and follower of Christ. The young
girl was the daughter of a ruler of the syna-
gogue. The record is worth reading here,
as another notable healing took place while
Jesus was on his way to the ruler’'s house.

‘“And it came to pass, that when Jesus
was returned, the people gladly received
him: for they were all waiting for him.
And, behold, there came a man named Jai-
rus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue;
and he knelt down at Jesus’ feet, and be-
sought him that he would come into his
house: for he had one only daughter, about
twelve years of age, and she lay a dying.
But as he went the people thronged him.
And a woman having an issue of blood
twelve years, which had spent all her living
upon physicians, neither could be healed of
any, came behind him, and touched the bor-
der of his garment: and immediately her
issue of blood stanched. And Jesus said,

Who touched me? When all denied, Peter
and they that were with him said, Master,
the multitude throng thee and press thee,
and sayest thou, Who touched me? And
Jesus said, Somebody has touched me: for I
percieve that virtue has gone out of me,
And when the woman saw that she was not
hid, she came trembling, and falling down
before him, she declared unto him before all
the people for what cause she had touched
him, and how she was healed immediately.
And he said ynto her, Daughter, be of good
comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole;
go in peace.

““ While he yet spake there cometh one
from the ruler of the synagogue's house,
saying to him, Thy daughter is dead;
trouble not the Master. But when Jesus
heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear
not: believe only, and she shall be made
whole. And when he came into the house,
he suffered no man to come in, save Peter
and James and John, and the father and the
mother of the maiden. And all wept and
bewailed her; but he said, Weep not, sheis
not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed
him to scorn, knowing that she was dead.
And he put them all out, and took her by
the hand and called, saying, Maid, arise.
And her spirit came again, and she arose
straightway ; and he commanded to give her
meat. And her parents were astonished;
but he charged them that they should tell no
man what was done.” ,

The words, *‘her spirit came again,”’ ex-
plains everything as far as we are capable
of comprehending. In other words, ** her

spirit returned' to the body. The spirit is

:
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life, and the body cannot die as long as the
spirit remains in it. The spirit is an indi-
vidual—the individual—and therefore can
hear and obey commandments. In each
record of resurrection Jesus addresses a
commandment to the individual spirit. In
this case it is, ‘‘Maid, Arise!' To the
widow’s son he said, *“Young man, I say
unto thee, Arise.”” To Lazarus he cried
with a loud voice, “ Lazarus, come forth."
This shows that Jesus recognized the indi-
vidual as living and able to hear and move.
We are in the habit of saying of the mortal
corpse, ‘“it,"” or “the remains.” Perhaps
this is all right as to the body, but the spirit
is not ‘“it,”" but he or she under the same
old name. Jesus Christ didn't command
““it"" to come forth, but spoke to his dear
friend and said, *‘Lazarus, come forth.”
It is the recognition of the eternal individu-
ality of each one. The record of the raising
of the widow's son is so short and to the
point that I will give it in full,

““And it came to pass the day after, that
he went into a city called Nain, and many
of his disciples went with him, and much
people. Now when he came nigh to the gate
of the city, behold there was a dead man
carried out, the only son of his mother, and
she was a widow : and much people of the
city was with her. And when the Lord saw
her, he had compassion on her, and said
unto her, Weep not. And he came and
touched the bier: and they that bore him
stood still. And he said, Young man, I say
unto thee, Arise. And he that was dead sat
up, and began to speak. And he delivered
him to his mother. And there came a fear
on all: and they glorified God, saying, That
a great prophet is risen up among us; and
that God hath visited his people. And this
rumor of him went forth throughout all Ju-
dea, and throughout all the region round
about.”

This story has in it all the elements of
truth. The *“ great fear” which came over
the people is perfectly natural. Itisa won-
derful story. I will not repeat the story of
Lazarus, but it will do you good to turn
and read it in connection with this article.
There is no more wonderful record in the
Bible than the account of the raising of
Lazarus. All these pictures used to be to
me like turning the leaves of an album and
looking at the faces of my dead friends.
They were records of what had been, but no
more. There was no possible chance of
such things being repeated. One funeral
had been interrupted by a resurrection from
the dead, but T never dreamed that such a
thing could occur again. Now I wonder
why it doesn’t occur every day, or that dying
should not ceasa entirely, and funerals be a
thing of the past. T know that these
* greater things’ than Jesus did should be
donenow. Theother day the great agnostic,
Robert G Ingersoll, died, or rather went to
sleep, for his death was like the sweet sleep
of a child. But here is the pitiful story as
told by the daily press:

Mrs. Ingersoll is so ill that she is confined
to her bed. Members of the family say that
the illness is due to the prostration of grief
and the ceaseless'vigil that she has kept at
the bier of her dead husband since his death
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on Friday. Itis not thoughtthat the illness
will resultseriously, Col. Ingersoll's daugh-
ters, Miss Maud and Mrs. Walston H. Brown,
are both on the verge of prostration.

The grief stricken widow and daugh-
ters, who share the belief of the dead agnos-
tic, have begged to be allowed to keep the
body with them as long as possible. They
have repeatedly refused to discuss the final
disposition of the remains, and it was not
until this afternoon that they permitted
Clinton B. Farrell, brother-in-law and secre-
tary of Col. Ingersoll, to complete the ar-
rangements. When told this afternoon that
services would be held tomorrow, their only
remarks were: “So soon? Cannot we
have him with us a little longer?”’

Did you ever read anything more touch-
ingly pitiful ? The human mind, the heart,
stopped at the gate of mortality with the
warning words, ““Thus far shalt thou go,
and no further.” The same is true of all
alike, whether believers or infidels. Yet,
the hope of a resurrection is something
worth having. St. Paul stood before a king
and said: ‘‘And now I stand and am judged
for the hope of the promise made of God
unto our fathers. For which hope’s sake,
King Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.
Why should it be thought a thing incredible
with you that God should raise the dead?”
It is this hope of a resurrection which has
kept the world from despair and saved the
sanity of humanity. This hope has been
preached for two thousand years, and is in
the hearts of all, without regard to religion
or beliefs. It is a latent power holding up
the hearts of all who think and love.

The word ‘“‘gospel” means ‘‘the good
news.” Tt was the good news of the resur-
rection from the dead which sent the disci-
ples over all the earth. It isthis good news
which has gone from mind to mind and
from heart to heart. Archbishop Trench
has put the good news into these inspiring
lines:

I say to thee, do thou repeat,
To the first man thou mayest meet
In lane, highway, or open street,

That he and we and all men move
Under a canopy of love,
As broad as the blue sky above;

That doubt and trouble, fear and pain
And anguish, all are shadows vain,
That death itself shall not remain.

That weary deserts we may tread,
A dreary labyrinth may thread,
Through dark ways underground be led,

Yetif we will our Guide obey,
The dreariest path, the darkest way
Shall issue out in Heavenly day;

And we, on divers shores now cast,
Shall meet, our perilous voyage past,
Allin our Father's house at last,

It is a resurrection from the dead, and not
the resurrection of the dead; for if the dead
are really dead, they will never rise. Where
are the dead? Are they really and truly
alive? Yes. Robert G. Ingersoll is not
dead. He is more alive now than ever. He
is not even asleep, or unconscious. He is
awake as he never was before. Are they
all alive and conscious of individual being ?
Yes. How doT know it? I can't tell you
how I know it, for what is positive proof to
me would be only hearsay to you. But I
know that death does not end all; on the
contrary it begins all. 'What we call the end

is really the beginning. It will not be so

very long until communication between the
so called dead and the living will be estab-
lished on a scientific basis, and this will be the
beginning of the end of death; for when we
know what it is we will be able to overcome
it. The true Resurrection is now at hand.
It is the same Word, the I Am who was, and
who is, and who is to be. The same Alpha
and Omega, the First and the Last, the
Resurrection and the Life.

DR. GUNSAULUS ON CHRISTIAN
SCIENCE.

If there is anything in mortality that I
like it is to hear the dry bones of theology
rattle. I don’'t mean theological science, but
the so called science of religion. The other
day, in Kewaunee, the Illinois Congrega-
tional Association assembled, and Dr. Gun-
satilus, the famous preacher of Chicago, deliv-
ered an address. I used to preach in Illinois
and was considered a * progressive,’’ but, ol
my ! if I had said what GunsaulussaidIwould
have been silenced then and there. Think
of a preacher thanking God for Christian
Science ! Thisis the way Gunsaulus talked:

I thank God for the bumptious, pestiferous,
unchristian, unscientific thing called. Chris-
tian Science, just as I thank God for the
thorny, scraggy rosebush, because with it I
can geta rose and without it will have none.

The rose justifies the thorns with which
and by which it comes, and the gregt truth
in Christian Science, that men can live soas
to be free from the haunting tyranny of the
flesh and that the soul of man can be 50 con-
scious of God that it is to be taken into the
heaven of heavens, where a Paul does not
know whether he is in the body or out of the
body—that truth justifies any process by
which it comes.

The tide of interest in that truth toda_):
after the dreamy wastes of materialism, 1S
proof to me that at the center 9f the world’'s
thought the Holy Spirit abides, and He
works with the old energy that has often-
times reinvigorated the world.

These are very strong words ! The learned
theologian says, in substance, that the Holy
Spirit is the author of Christian Science.
Of course this is true as to the Truth con-
tained in Christian Science, for the Holy
Spirit is the Spirit of Truth. But for a man
to acknowledge that the Spirit of Truth !185
spoken in any other way than the mst.ltll'
tion called the Church is indeed refreshing:
especially when that man is a clergymat
and leads in the Institution. I don’t Cfm‘
sider Mrs. Eddy as the author of Christian
Science. She has given the New Thought &
start, a kind of awakening, but it has yet t.°
be formulated into an exact science. This
will be done by many minds after a thor-
ough discussion and a thorough test of the
principle. But I started out to tell you whn.l
Gunsaulus said to the preachers of the Illi-
nois Congregational Association. Here are
his words :

The greater the truth that is spoken into
the ears of humanity by the Holy Spirit, the
more serious and harmful are the abuses of it
in the hands of an uninspired lmmgmt,\.-
The truth of Christian Science is an inspi
ration ; the errors of the movement are
proof that only an inspired humanity can
hold inspired truth.

Now, it would be well for all the other
clergymen of the country who have been

shooting off their popguns at Christian
Science, as well as for the members of the
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Illinois Congregational Association, to lay
aside their old, musty, man made creeds
and the voluminous, pious, but stupid com-
mentaries thereon, long enough to make a
thorough investigation of Christian Science
and see what there is in it—to see whether
mental healing is all a delusion or not? By
s0 doing, they very probably would conclude
that the new philosophy has been misnamed
—that mental healing is no more Christian
Science than it is Atheistic Science—and
that if there is anythiug to it, it is simply
the utilization of a natural law which the
world has not heretofore known anything
about—but they would certainly be forced to
the conclusion that mental healing is a fact
—at least this is the opinion to which every
thorough and candid investigator has been
forced, of whom we have any knowledge, be
he Christian or infidel.

A good deal of knowledge can be obtained
in this world, outside of the old, musty
church creeds, and outside even of the Bible,
instructive though that work be conceded to
be; and what some very good, and very
pious and very well meaning men do NOT
know would make a VERY large book.

But even if Mrs. Eddy’s teachings do con-

tain some absurdities, or apparent absurdi-
ties, yet the good church member who will
divest himself of bigotry and of all precon-
ceived opinions which he has been led to
adopt without the same positive evidence
that he would require as to other matters,
and who will make a candid investigation of
Mrs. Eddy’s philosophy, will be compelled to
admit that, after all, it contains fewer absurd-
ities—less to insult the intelligence, and cer-
tainly far less to shock the feelings of a hu-
mane and justice loving individual—than
does the creed of any other denomination in
existence.
_ If that good lady is in error for instance
in saying that *‘there is no matter,” or
glcad substance, and that ‘‘all is mind,” or
if she is mistaken in teaching that her
theory, if strictly lived up to and strictly
carried out, would enable the individual to
conquer death itself as well as sickness, we
do not know that such belief would do the
world any serious harm.

As to whether matter is really a ‘‘dead
substance,”” which in its elements or atoms,
or component parts, is wholly unlike the
mind or spirit, or whether it is simply one
form of spirit, just as a cake of ice is one
form of steam, or as liquid air which can be
seen, tasted, felt, and measured by the quart
or pound, is but another form of the atmos-
phere which pervades all interplanetary
space, that is as much of an unsolved prob-
lem today as when it racked the brains of
the philosophers of past ages. All that the
wisest men are able to do with this problem
is to guess at the fact, and we submit that
Mrs. Eddy is as much entitled to have her
guess at this enigma as is any one else. At
any rate, we do not know who, or what au-
thority, is to decide whether she has guessed
correctly or incorrectly, and hence, as it
seems to us, it is hardly worth while for dis-
putants to haggle over that question to any
great extent.

As to her belief thatif her theory could be
strictly carried out death itself would be
overcome, we personally feel very certain
that the good woman is mistaken, but still
her notion about this matter is harmless and
not an unpleasant one, and we think it ex-
tremely probable that one who believes as
she does—that these bodies of ours are pre-
cious caskets, that are well worth preserv-
ing just as long as possible—will lead a far
happier and a far more useful life than
the deluded Calvinist, who has been
taught to believe that he is a poor
“miserable worm of the dust,” who really
ought to have been frying and sizzling
in hell long ago, and that he is liable at any
minute to be stricken down by disease by an
angry God as a “* judgment” for some sin of
omission or commission. Some day when
we feel like it we may institute a compari-
50N in number and enormity between the

alleged absurdities of Christian Science
and those tenets which untrammeled, fair
minded and sensible men and women regard
as the absurdities of the orthodox creeds,
and it is very certain that the philosophy of
Christian Science would not suffer any by
such a comparison. 2

ANOTHER WOTrAN’'S LETTER.
My Dear Shelton: You say you are a
Gemini, Well, who wouldn’t know you be-
longed to the Air Triplicity, from your
ability to blow in several directions in a
very short space of time. Like the wind,
you blow very forcibly in one direction one
day and the next day your course is changed,
and we find you blowing just as hard in the
opposite direction, or mayhap your mental
breeze is stirring the ether vibrations some-
where between these two extremes. Now
the wind, being an unintelligent force and
actuated more by impulse than principle, is
of course excusable for such indecision of
purpose. But what shall we say of Shelton
(man), whom nature, for the purpose of
planting his feet on the solid rock of prin-
ciple and directing his course therefrom, has
endowed with the great guiding powers of
reason and inspiration? Well, what skall
we say of man in this case, unless it be that
he partakes too much of the nature of the
wind.

By the way,the Sheltonian gale blew nearer
within range of truth in April CHRISTIAN,
when discussing the man and woman, or sex
question, than it has blown since that time.
The June breeze seemed to sweep almost
clear of terra firma. It was pure, highly
animated air, with scarcely a particle of

the dust of earth (substance, solidity)
mixed with it. In your answer to Alice
Carrington’s question, which involved
the relation of the individual to the

individual, you take the text, ‘** Thy Maker
is Thine Husband,” and seem to find suffi-
cient evidence therein to prove the power of
Universal Love to act as a panacea for the
heart hunger of individuals. But in this
you hit wide of the truth, since in no case
can Universal Loove (God’s) or universal loye
(man’s general love for humanity) be sub-
stituted in the place of individual love.
Universal Love has its place to fill and
fills it perfectly, but it never intrudes on
the domain of the individual. Universal
Love vibrations intensify the individual's
desire for individual love, but fulfills it
never; and this is because the individual
and the Universal are one in essence but
distinct in office, the one not being able to
perform the part of the other.

Universal Love is indeed a beautiful thing
—great waves of it sweeping through the
mind, enabling one to love all men, all
women and all nature with that peculiar
type of love that knows no distinction and
no difference. Like the sunshine it gives
itself freely to all, neither asking nor caring
for any return. But this type of love has to
do with the universal side of man and
woman, and is null and void when we con-
sider them from the standpoint of the indi-
vidual. Universal Tove, in harmony with
its nature, sweeps the world, taking in every
expression, and asking no questions as to
sex, type or color, Incontradistinction to this
is individual love, which, when expressed in
its highest form, takes in ONE, and that one
must be of opposite sex in order to complete
the individual's expression, and thus per-
fect in visible form the image and likeness
of the invisible God (Love Principle). The
highest, holiest, most beautiful and most
complete expression of which Love is capa-
ble is that which is to be expressed between
one man and one woman. (And this man
and woman will not be *‘bound,” for in
love there is no bond, but the truest freedom ;
if there is a bond in loving one—as you
suggest—there are bonds in loving many,
hence all must flee from love would they at-
tain to freedom.) Love, real love, as ex-

pressed between the sexes, is exclusive.
Every woman whose intuitive or inspira-
tional sense is normally active knows this to
be true. Desire is promiscuous; it is the
mother of polygamy and of variety in the
sex relations; it is a lower form of sex at-
traction, and must and will give way to the
i)igher form, which is based on s'piritual
ove.

And now I want to refer to Densie Heren-
deen’s July letter. Densie tells us she’s an
old maid, and then attempts to secure a hus-
band in what seems to me a very roundabout
way. Why don’t she go at it more direct?
No doubt there isa man hidden in that scrip-
ture text she attempts to elucidate; but if
there is he isn't ready to be served, else it
wouldn’t require so much digging to extract
him. But that's only another way of asking
why people labor so hard to get truth out of
Bible texts. Why don't they take it first
hand, receive it through the natural avenues
of the mind as it comes in contact with
living, pulsing nature, and as they learn it
through the manifold experiences of life.
This is the only dress in which one is able
to recognize truth as genuine. A Bible text
or circumstance, unless taken literally, re-
flects every image that is brought to it; re-
cords faithfully the exact status of the mind
that approaches it. A trifling change in
the mental attitude changes the reflection ;
and for this reason one text seems capable of
taking on infinite shades of meaning. It
means one thing today, another thing to-
morrow, while two persons are never able to
find the same meaning in the same text or
narrative, The Bible is a mirror, a ready
interpreter of man, but is never interpreted.
It has been an inspiration in the past, its
purer teachings beckoning man to a higher
life. But the days of its greatest usefulness
are over, Man has now found his footing,
and is asking his questions into the very
heart of nature. Nothing short of vital
contact with her can longer satisfy his
eager, active mind. The largest place the
Bible can fill from the present time on is to
stand as corroborative evidence of man’s in-
dividual experience. If the New Testament
narratives hold truths that evidence man’s
coming powers, he can only know them by
developing up to them; and once he gets
there the Bible can only echo back “Amen.”
When its highest capability is fulfilled, its
work is done. But as man likes always to
be confirmed in a truth, and as some prefer
Bible confirmation to any other, we can say
the Bible yet has a small place to fill to the
minds of many.

Densie says subjective man is woman, and
subjective woman isman ; but this hasn’t in
it the ring of truth. Subjective man is the
Universal, and subjective woman is the
Universal. The woman drawing more
largely on the feminine principle will be-
come more truly feminine, and the man
drawing more largely on the masculine prin-
ciple will become more truly masculine, and
this stronger individualization of the two
will result in an increased attraction be-
tween them, because the more perfect the
magnet the stronger its attracting power.
You say there is a key that unlocks the
door of truth and then ask, ** Has this wom-
an found it?’ I don’t think Densie has
found it. CARRIE,

Has Carrie found it ?

»*% It takes people a long time to under-
stand that when I say I Am God, it is of
my essential Being and not the mortal of
which I speak. How can any being be and
not be God? There is only God! This
same statement of being is made both in the
0Old Testament and the New. No man ever
came into the consciousness of .Univcrsgl
Being without recognizing its Unity. This
is the key of harmony, peace and rest. God
is One and His Name is One. Therefore, I
Am God, There isn't anything else for me

to he,
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AS SEEN BY THE SATIRIST,

In a recent issue of Puck, a satirical
weekly, there appeared a double page car-
toon entitled, ** The Last Stand—Science
versus Superstition.”” On the one side su-
perstition is armed with oldfashioned
weapons, bearing a banner inscribed, ** Be-
lieve, or Be Damned;” on the other side
appears science armed with modern machine
guns and bearing a banner inscribed,
“Think, or Be Damned."”” On this picture
the editor of Puck comments as follows:

By its own tale the Church is in bad days.
Not only are we poor sinners running after
strange gods, but the very priests in the
temple are turning against their idols,
seeking to cast them down and to set up new
ones of a strange and fearful fashion. And
the keepers of the temple are loath to put
them to the door, fearing a revolution that
would shatter the temple walls.

The situation is not novel. Periodically,
through all its days, the Church has had to
face it. First it produces heretics; then it
expels them. And after a time of protest it
moves forward to where the offenders stood.
There follows a time of rest, until other
heretics push on and blaze another section
of the endless path, All thinking has had
to be done outside the Church, and despite
the best efforts to prevent it. Only in stren-
uous and generally bloody opposition to it
have we been able to emerge our little way
from barbarism. It has never led, but al-
ways followed. It was as eager to uphold
human slavery in this country as it was two
centuries and a half before to punish the
heretic who announced the earth’s motions.
But for the heretics it has hatched we would
have no science, noart, no literature, no jus-
tice, no humanity. The Christian religion
itself rests upon the teachings of one of the
rankest heretics of all time;—a rough, un-
taught carpenter, a radical socialist who in-
sulted the prosperous, attacked the most sa-
cred institutions of hisday, assaulted brokers
in the stock exchange and behaved generally
in a manner that, were he to try it in New
York today, would secure him six months on
the Island as an ** anarchist.””

It should be seen, therefore, that there is
nothing in the sitnation to alarm us work-a-
day people who have to get along the best
we can. Watching the ever widening circle
that rejects its husks of dogma, the
Church declares that we are grown indiffer-
ent to religion. But this is because it can
not see through the wall it always builds
around itself at every resting place. To
those outside, it is apparent that we are
nearing one of those spiritual awakenings
that mark history at regular intervals.
Even while the self-immured Church puzzles
as to why its congregations fall off, the peo-
ple that once composed them are finding
clsewhere a rational, working religion that
their growing minds demand.

The world seems to be demauding a reli-
%iOxn that will help it right here and now.

00 long has the Church taught man how to
die. He now insists that he is worthy
enough in himself to be taught how to live.
He emphatically rejects all creeds that de-
scribe him as a worm of the dust with
ninety-eight chances out of a hundred of
roasting in perpetuity because he wouldn’t
let some one else do his thinking for him.
He has come to know that there never was
such a thing as the *‘ fall of man;''—that
man has never done anything but rise. He
finds a revelation in his own consciousness
to which all written revelation must con-
form or be thrown aside. He has quit sing-
ing that earth is a desert drear and heaven
is his home; he no longer sings that he
wants to be an angel, **a crown upon his
forehead, a harp within his hand.” His de-
veloping sense of humor has shown him
the mythical character of that ridiculous,
impotent, revengeful, pomp-loving old bar-
barian—the creation of a cruel, bloody
minded tribe of barbarians—that the Church
has 80 long scared him into worshiping as
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God. He ignores alike its threat of an ab-
surd hell and its promise of an equglly ab-
surd paradise. He scorns the revolting im-
agery of blood that runs red through all its
| fetichism; and scorns, too, its childish
[clinging to the grotesque Pagan myths of
| his creation.

And all this reform bhas come chiefly from
the curious physiological fact that as men
| grow more highly individualized they grow
| also more keenly conscious of each other’s
sensations. To a thinking man it is no
longer of any importance whether a whale
swallowed Jonah and subsequently regretted
the act; whether the sun **stood still' at
Joshua's command, or whether God inspired
| a she bear to eat some children who were un-
| able to control their mirth atsight of a bald
headed prophet. But it is a matter of daily
increasing importance with him that famine
stalks beside repletion in a world of golden
plenty for all; that he should have a full
stomach and a warm back while his neigh-
bor perishes of hunger and cold. What he
must have is a religion to remedy this and
not one to tell him about a good time in a
far off, colorless heayen of crowns and
harps. And he is finding it, out in the
world, in social and industrial reform;
slowly, clumsily, and often stupidly, but
surely. He already feels the oneness of the
race enough to know with perfect certainty,
though we are all **saved’ but one poor,
sinful heathen and knew that he must suffer
eternal torment, that there would never be a
moment’s peace for a single one of us.
Truly we have grown better since Jonathan
Fidwards discovered * Why the Saints in
Glory Should Rejoice at the Sufferings of
the Damned,” or since the pious Michael
Wigglesworth assigned children to *‘the
easiest room in hell”™ because they would
have been bad anyway had they lived. The
Church may be afraid for our future; but
that is the Church’s fault and misfortune
and not ours, And its anxiety will grow
beautifully less when it has caught up
with us,

A FREE WOMAN'S THOUGHT.

Dear CHRISTIAN :  As you gladly welcome
the thought of woman, you may find mine of
interest. For eight years I have been under
the tuition of the Spirit and have learned to
think more scientifically. I believe at first
I was greatly puzzled by the confusion in
the use of the terms Soul, Mind and Spirit,
among writers, and I asked for explicit ex-
planation on these points. The Spirit gave
the following :

The sun is the Sol (Soul) or center of the
solar (Soular) system in which we live. It
is not only a Light giver, but a Seed produ-
cer, bearing the same relation to the planets
which revolve about it as the center of a
sunflower does to the earth radius in which
it is placed. It is the Soul or Seed labora-
tory of the Infinite. The Soul of man then
is the Seed of God--pure, spiritual and self-
luminous like its source. It is the Image,
Pattern or Ideal man, male and female, and
a perfect miniature reproduction of the Su-
preme Parent. The Soul passes from the
sun in which it is conceived by the way of a
color ray, to a world, and is there incorpo-
rated ; the object of incorporation being the
production in Karth, through mental devel-
ment, of a perfect likeness of the Heavenly
Image or Subjective Pattern.

Mind is electro-magnetic, energy gene-
rated by will, and through its operations the
likeness is photographed and finished by
successive developments in the earth.

Mind is the master mason of the universe,
using ideas as tools of constructiveness ;
therefore, if the object of mental develop-
ment is the production of a perfect Likeness
of the Soul or Pattern Man, in bodily struc-
tureand environment, it is absolutély neces-
sary to hold in mind the correct idea of the
SoulImage, asthe first effortin thisdirection.

Fach soul is Eerfect mathematically, and
is known to its Creator by certain algebraic,

or marriage signs, which appear also in the
bodily likeness. Thus every soul has a
number, name and tone, which is recorded
in the heavenly archives, or marriage reg-
istry.

In incorporation, the male and female are
divorced, or damned, by the influence of
the mind serpent, Imagination ; for all men
pass from FEden ignorance, through the
Hell of Misunderstanding to the Paradise of
Understanding. Thus Kve, the Woman, or
Light Principle, is taken out of man, who
divorced from her is left in the dark or
shadow of misapprehension, which is the
Valley of the Shadow of Death. (“The word
woman is a contraction of womb man, or
that half of man bearing the womb.)

In the mental department of memory is
placed a microscopic photograph, by which
any man or woman may recognize its living
co-respondent, and it is this of which people
are more or less conscious, and of which
they speak as ** My Ideal " and the longing
and search for its original, which is the
basis of human unrest.

God gave two lights; thelesser (the moon)
for the rule of the night (ignorance or mis-
conception), and the greater (the sun) for
the rule of the day (wisdom or clear seeing).

In the dark or night of the mind (igno-
rance), when the moon rules, this photograph
of the Soul co-respondent remains in shadow
and is thus partially veiled from subjective
sight, so that to the ignorant, nice differ-
ences in sexual adjustment are not perceived,
and the mismating miscalled marriage is
the common result. When, however, the
mind of an individual becomes fully illum-
ined, and the Sun rules, this memory photo-
graph is clearly defined by Daylight, for the
shadows have flown, and the individual is
awakened to the real meaning of marriage;
that it is the law of God from the begjn-
ning, and that it is monogamous, for the in-
dividual patterned after the Universal is
the perfect or equal union of male aud fe-
male in One Spirit, is the breath or life of
all things, for even the planets breathe, and
by breathing sustain the internal fires which
warm them.

In the regeneration there is neither mar-
rying nor giving in marriage, because in
the regeneration or angel mind exists the
true idea of marriage and that recogni-
tion and demonstration are the only ceremo-
nials necessary, since from the beginning
they were made or mated in the Image or
Pattern of God, male and female, I am
aware that this statement contains the idea
of Soul mates, which is objectionable to
many, but why any idea, if true, should be
objectionable I fail to see. I long ago
lost my unreasoning fear of terms, and
find great satisfaction in going quietly
into the silence and ascertaining the truth
about them from the Spirit of Truth.

Thus Free Loye lost its terror when I un-
derstood what was meant by it in the Spir-
it’s vocabulary, I was told to write a listof
words in a perpendicular column, They
were Air, Earth, Light and Water. Then I
I was told to prefix the adjective Free.
Then the principle of truthfulness which
lay in the free movement of these elements
was explained and what diseased conditions
followed stagnation.

Then I was told to add two other words to
the list, Thought and Love., Thus I could
not fail to see that the same principle ap-
plied to these likewise.

Free circulation is the law of health for
all currents, for universal substance 1S
fluid, and damnation and stagnation syn-
onymous, I am, in Love and Faith,

CARRIE R, DARLING.

239 W. 38th St., New York.

It is all right, Carrie. The sun woman
will take the place of the moon woman and
the world will conte out of lunacy into light.
The Sun is ruling the day, and Spirit is
slowly unfolding into the ripeness and glory
of the children of God,




