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ITE M S AND IDEAS.

*** H ello , 1899 !

*** Ch r is t ia n  is  a  P lu m e d  K n ig h t.

*** D oub le n in e  ; doub le  ju d g m e n t.

*** T h is  is  to  be a  g re a t  y e a r  o f o u r L ord .

G re a t w o n d ers  w ill u n fo ld  in  1899 an d
1900.

*** Y es, I  g iv e  tr e a tm e n ts  fo r f in an c ia l 
su cce ss .

#*.* P o v e r ty  is  a  d isease—d is -e a s e ; i t  can  
b e  cu red .

*** T h a n k s  fo r  p ro m p t ren ew al o f su b ­
s c r ip tio n s .

C h r is t ia n  is  b e tte r  th is  y e a r  th a n  
e v e r  befo re .

*** C la im  y o u r ow n, n o t f r e tfu l ly  like  a 
• sp o iled  ch ild , b u t ca lm ly  a n d  se ren e ly .

*** D o n o t sen d  fo r b ack  n u m b ers  of 
C h r is t ia n . T h e  su p p ly  h a s  been  ex ­
h a u s te d .

*** “ T h e  e a r th  is th e  L o rd ’s a n d  th e  fu ll­
n e s s  th e re o f  ; ”  a n d  you  b e lo n g  to  th e  L o rd  ; 
th e re fo re , c la im  th e  e a rth .

**# A re  you  su re  you  a re  te a c h in g  th e  
r i g h t  d o c tr in e  ?

Y es, I  am  te a c h in g  th e  T ru th , th e  w hole 
T r u th ,  a s  i t  is  g iv e n  to  m e.

*** Do you  believe  in  th e  B ib le  a s  th e  
w ord  o f G od ?

N o ; b u t I  k now  th a t  m a n y  w ords o f God 
a re  to  be fo u n d  in  th e  B ible.

***. W h a t is y o u r m e th o d  o f o b ta in in g  d i­
v in e  co n sc io u sn ess  ?

B y  re c o g n iz in g  D iv in e  U n ity . T h e re  is 
o n ly  G od ; th e re fo re , X A m  God.

*** In  D ecem ber C h r is t ia n  M rs. B enyon  
is m ade  to  say  “ b a c k -p e d d lin g ”  in s te a d  of 
“ b a c k -p e d a lin g .”  S h e  w as u s in g  b ik e  la n ­
g u a g e  a n d  h a d  no  re fe re n c e  to  pedd lers.

*** G et re a d y  fo r  m an y  sudden  su rp rise s  
fo r  1899 an d  1900. T h e y  a re  co m in g  th ic k  
a n d  fa s t. T h e  old w orld  is p a s s in g  a w a y ; a 
new  w orld  is b e in g  u sh e red  in to  ex is ten ce .

*** D ensie  to  M arie  : “  T a lk  is cheap . A n y ­
one, w ho know s how , can  s t r in g  w ords to ­
g e th e r . B u t, m y  dea r, th e  e d ito r  a sk s  of us : 
W h a t  do you  k n o w  ? Do you  know  any- 
th in g ? "

*** “ I w as w eak  a n d  h u n g ry , a n d  m y 
w in d  k ep t on b e h a v in g  lik e  a  b ee tle  on a 
pm  trem en d o u s  a c tiv ity  a n d  n o th in g  done 
a t  th e  end  o f it , com e ro u n d  ju s t  w here  it 
w as b e fo re .”

*** C h ris tia n  Science , M en ta l Science , 
D iv ine  S cience a n d  I A m  Science  a re  re a lly  
a ll one so f a r  a s  fu n d a m e n ta l p rin c ip le s  a re  
concerned . T h e  l i t t le  v a r ia tio n s  in  m e th o d s  
a re  a s  n o th in g .

*** In  o ffe rin g  a m e n ta l p rem iu m  fo r paid- 
up su b sc rip tio n s  sev e ra l p e rso n s  m istook  it  
fo r  a  m a te r ia l g if t .  I t  w as so m e th in g  b e tte r  
th a n  a  b r ib e  in  m a te r ia l fo rm , fo r  th e  w ord  
spoken  in  tre a tm e n ts  goes on  fo rev e r.

#** “ T h e  L aw  of V ib ra t io n s ” is a b ook le t 
o f 104 p a g e s  se n t p o s tp a id  on  rece ip t o f 25 
cen ts . I t  c o n ta in s  tw elve  le sso n s  on th e  I 
A m  S cience  b y  th e  ed ito r o f Ch r is t ia n . 
S en d  s ilv e r q u a r te r  in  th e  com m on m ail.

.x.** M au rin e  M ano la  M a r tin , m y  g ra n d  
b ab y , is  a  fine  g ir l. S h e  g row s m ore in te r ­
esting- a s  sh e  g ro w s older. I  w ill g ive  you 
a n o th e r  p ic tu re  of h e r som e of th e se  days. 
T h is  item  is  a n  a n sw e r to  m a n y  in q u ire rs .

*** H ow  m u s t I th ink, to  ‘be in  p e rfe c t ac ­
co rd  w ith  th e  t r u th  of m y B e in g '?

T h in k  th a t  you  a re  in  p e rfe c t accord  w ith  
th e  T ru th  of y o u r b e in g  ; th a t  you  a n d  God 
a re  O ne, th e re fo re  th e re  c a n n o t be  d isco rd  or 
in h a rm o n y  in  yo u r B eing .

In  a n sw e r to  m y  n o tice  of A rtie  B. 
S p ear, H igdon , A la ., sev e ra l p e rso n s  h ave  
w rit te n  a sk in g  h e r  te rm s, e tc . Now, I to ld  
you n o t to  w rite  h e r  w ith o u t en c lo s in g  a t 
le a s t one do llar. S h e  h a s  no te rm s . I  m ade 
th e se  te rm s  fo r h e r  m yse lf. S en d  a d o lla r 
an d  a s tam p .

*.** I can  afford  to  sen d  you C h r is t ia n  fo r 
n o th in g ; b u t you c a n ’t  afford  to  rece ive  it 
fo r  n o th in g . I f  you w a n t to  g e t in to  m y 
v ib ra tio n , a n d  g a in  h e a lth , w ea lth  a n d  w is­
dom , you  m u s t p a y  up  you r su b sc rip tio n . 
G et o u t of th e  soup, a n d  buy y o u r C h r is t ia n , 
th e n  i t  is  y o u r ow n.

*** I f  th e re  is  no  o th e r  God excep t th e  
G od in  you, th e n  w hy  is it  th a t  th e  su b ­
sc r ib e rs  of y o u r p ap e r say , “ W e b less God 
a n d  you  ?”

B ecause  th e y  reco g n ize  b o th  th e  P rin c ip le  
a n d  th e  in d iv id u a l th ro u g h  w hom  th e  P r in ­
cip le  is  m ade m a n ife s t  o r ac tive .

Y es, a ll k in d s  of d iseases, d iso rders  
a n d  a b n o rm a l co n d itio n s  w ill g iv e  w ay  be­
fo re  m e n ta l tr e a tm e n ts . H a ir  w ill be m ade 
to  g row  on b a ld  heads ; can ce rs , consum ption , 
a n d  a ll o th e r a ilm e n ts  w ill g iv e  w ay  before  
m ind . T h e  w hole w orld  is to  be ra ised  from  
th e  dead  th ro u g h  r ig h t  th in k in g . T h e re  is 
n o  d oub t in  m y m in d  ab o u t th ese  th in g s . 
D ay  by  d ay  I  do m ore an d  b e tte r  w ork. My 
ow n body is beco m in g  ob ed ien t to  m y m ind , 
an d  m y m ind  is co m in g  m ore an d  m ore in to  
c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  S p ir it  o f T ru th . I t  is 
o n ly  a m a tte r  o f k n o w in g  th e  T ru th  a n d  how 
to  use it.

*** Ch r is t ia n  goes b ack  to  th e  old fo rm  
in  w h ich  i t  ap p ea red  a s  a  re lig io u s  o rg a n  in  
1889. B lessed  te n  y e a rs  o f su ffe rin g  w hich  
h a s  m ade p e rfe c t ev ery  s tep  of p r o g r e s s !
T h e  fo rm  w ill rem a in  a s  i t  i s ; and  th e  l i t t le  
pap e r, a s  an  in d e p e n d e n t jo u rn a l, w ill reach  
fifty  th o u sa n d  pa id -up  su b sc rib e rs .

*** I h ea l a ll m a n n e r  o f sick n ess , in c lu d in g  ^
fam ily  tro u b le s  an d  p overty . P u t  y o u rse lf  
in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  th is  C en te r b y  s ta t in g  
your case  a n d  en c lo s in g  from  one to  te n  
d o lla rs , acco rd in g  to  you r ow n e s tim a te  o f 
y o u r f in an c ia l co n d itio n . T h e  law  req u ire s  
a  g iv in g  befo re  re c e iv in g  ; th e re fo re , I  do 
n o t t r e a t  people fo r n o th in g .

*** W h a t do you believe  becom es o f th e  
sou l a f te r  d e a th  ?

T h e re  is  no “ a f te r  d e a th ”  to  th e  so u l; 
fo r th e  sou l n ev e r d ies. W hen  th e  sou l h a s  
passed  th e  door ca lled  d ea th  it  a scends to  th e  
su n  fro m  w hence i t  cam e. T h e  sp ir it , soul, 
or d iv in ity  in  us, is  th e  ch ild  o f th e  su n , an d  
re tu rn s  to  th e  F a th e r  o f L ig h ts .

**» H ow  can  a  m arrie d  w om an, liv in g  on 
a fa rm , ev er be successfu l f in an c ia lly  w hen 
sh e  n ev er h a s  a n y th in g  to  do w ith  th e  m a n ­
ag em e n t, n ev e r g e ts  to  h an d le  a cen t, excep t 
w hen  (a f te r  lo n g  w a itin g ) sh e  g e ts  h e r  cour­
a g e  screw ed up  a n d  h e r p rid e  screw ed dow n 
an d  a sk s  fo r som e m oney  to  g e t a few  neces­
sa r ie s  ?”

D a rn ’d if  I  k n o w ! 
easy .

A sk  m e so m e th in g

*** Je su s  say s , -‘E x cep t ye ea t m y flesh 
an d  d rin k  m y blood ye  have  no - Te in wmi. 
W h a t is th e  sc ience o f th a . ?

I t  w as th e  I A m  sp eak in g . D a ily  y,-e eat 
th e  flesh an d  d rin k  th e  blood of th e  I  AuT 
for, in  G od we live  a n d  m ove ar.d h ave  our
b e in g . T h e  s tro n g  s ta te m e n ts  of Je su s  were 
n o t spoken  of H im se lf a s  an  ind iv idual. “  I 
h ave  g iv en  th em  th y  W ord .”

*** T e ll m e w h a t is th e  d ifference betw een  
C h ris tia n  an d  M en ta l Science.

M en ta l S cience h a s n ’t an y  k ind  o f re lig ­
ion  ; C h ris tia n  S cience h as too m uch  re lig ­
ion  ; M en ta l Science tu rn s  everybody  loose 
an d  d ecla res th e re  is no e v i l ; C h ris tia n  Sci­
ence b in d s everybody  an d  is a lw ays a fra id  of 
e r r o r ; M en ta l S cience ten d s  to  d ia r rh o e a ; 
C h ris tia n  Science to  c o n s t ip a t io n ; D ivine 
Science  is a  k in d  o f h a sh  m ade ou t o f sc raps 
from  C h ris tia n  an d  M en ta l Science. M rs. 
C ram er is th e  m o th e r o f D iv ine  Science and  
B a rto n  is i ts  s tep m o th er. M rs. E ddy  is  th e  
m o th e r o f C h ris tian  Science an d  is now 
ro ck in g  th e  y o u n g s te r  in  a barbed  w ire c ra ­
dle. H elen  W ilm ans is th e  m am m a of M en­
ta l S cience  an d  h as b ro u g h t th e  y o u n g ste r 
th ro u g h  te e th in g , w hoop ing  cough, m easles, 
e tc ., an d  is now  te a c h in g  him  to ride  a 
b icycle.



C H R I S T I A N

*  Ch r is t ia n  cam e today . I t  is still 
good, b u t I  liked i t  m uch b e tte r  w hen  Dr. 
Shelton w as its  only  co n tribu to r. Be care­
ful. Y ou have m ade its  nam e ; do n ’t  lose it 
by allow ing Tom , D ick an d  H a rry  to  w rite  
fo r it. J u s t  a  fr ien d ly  suggestion , th a t  s 
all.

M any have w ritte n  in  th e  sam e w ay  since 
N ovem ber issue. W ell, you w ill g e t enough 
of m e; b u t I  am  sure th a t  i t  is b e tte r  to  
s tric tly  observe th e  ru le  th a t  n e ith e r adver­
tisem en ts or co n trib u tio n s a re  received. In  
two m onths I have had  to decline a  b ask e t­
fu l of good artic les.

*** I h av e  been accused of u sin g  fo rm u las 
and  send ing  out stereo typed  le tte rs  to  cor­
respondents. Now, th e  fac ts  a re  th a t  I  have 
never even used a card, a  le t te r  head, o r a 
circular. T he  typew rite r w rites th e  date  
line  on every  le tte r , and, a t  first, a ll our 
le tte rs  w ere w ritten  on new spaper w rappers.
I now use an  envelope w ith  card  on co rner 
to  insure re tu rn  of m issen t le tte rs  ; b u t it  is 
fa r  from  me to use an y  k ind  of stereo typed  
advertising . B ut I would do a ll th ese  th in g s  
i f  I w anted to, fo r i t  is  nobody’s b usiness b u t 
my own. You m ay expect a d irec t answ er 
to  all your le tte rs , b u t a  very  b rie f  one.

A school g ir l in  the  ru ra l d is tr ic t in  
G eorgia we w ill call it, w rote th is  com posi­
tion  on women : “ Boys are  m en th a t  have
got as b ig  as th e ir  papas, and  g ir ls  a re  
women th a t w ill be ladies by and  by. W hen 
God looked a t  A dam  he said  to  h im self, 
‘W ell, I  th in k  I  can  do b e tte r  if  I try  
a g a in .’ A nd  he m ade E ve. B oys a re  a 
trouble. T hey  w ear out e v e ry th in g  b u t 

soap . I f  1 had  m y w ay th e  w orld  w ould be 
g ir ls  a n d  the re s t dolls. M y p ap a  is  so n ice 
th a t  I  th in k  he  m u s t h ave  b een  a  l i t t le  g ir l 
w hen  he  w as a  l i t t le  boy. M an w as m ade 
a n d  on  th e  sev en th  day  he  res ted . W om an 
w as th e n  m ade, an d  she  h a s  n ev er re s ted

P e rso n s  a re  co n tin u a lly  w r it in g  m e in  
re g a rd  to  th e ir  ex periences a n d  tro u b le s  w ith  
o th e r people. T h ey  te ll m e ab o u t b e in g  de­
ceived and  sw ind led  b y  S c ie n tis ts  in  w hom  
they  placed th e  u tm o st confidence. T h ey  
inqu ire  ab o u t th is  schem e an d  th a t  p lan , 
th is  m an  an d  th a t  w om an ; a n d  w a n t m e to  
expose so an d  so, and  co rrec t th e  e rro rs  of 
such an d  such  a  one. Now  I ’m  n o t in  th is  
k in d  of b u s in e ss . B arto n , of K a n sa s  C ity , 
th in k s  he is  called  of God to  expose erro rs , 
de tec t frau d s , and  g u ard  th e  feeb le  m inded. 
I ’m  no t. H e is  w elcom e to  th e  job . L e t a ll 
such  people w rite  h im  an d  he w ill do th e  
detec tive  b u sin ess . B u t if  you have  a  m ind  
of your ow n, use i t ; if  no t, e n te r an  asy lum  
fo r id io ts.

*** Do you believe th a t  e v e ry th in g  both  
sp ir itu a l an d  physica l is p red es tin a ted ?

N o I L aw  is u n ch an g eab le  in  itse lf. I t  
goes on fo rever in  th e  sam e re g u la r  order, u n ­
less chan g ed  by  m ind  ; b u t m ind  or th o u g h t 
can  ch an g e  th e  law , o r ra th e r  th e  course 
o f th e  law , an d  tu rn  i ts  pow er in to  o th e r 
ch an n e ls . T h e  lig h tn in g  would have gone 
on fo rever as i t  w as if  E d ison  or som eone 
had  no t harnessed  it  and  so tu rn ed  its  pow er 
to  m a n ’s use an d  glory . A  m an  is  ig n o ran t, 
clum sy, aw kw ard, uncouth  ; by a process of 
education  and  cu ltu re  he becom es w ise, pol­
ished  and  b rillian t. T he  law  is th e  sam e all 
th e  tim e, b u t its  course is changed . Seek 
fo r honor g lory  and  im m o rta lity . D on’t 
w ait fo r God to  choose you ; choose God.

*** K a te  A tk in so n  B oehm e h as  com pleted  
h e r “ Seven E ssa y s  on th e  A tta in m e n t of 
H um an  H ap p in e ss .”  T h e  su b jec ts  a re  : 1.
R est. 2. T h e  U n iv e rsa l H ea rt. 3. T h e  U n i­
v ersa l M ind. 4. T h e  C onquest o f D eath .
5. Im m o rta l Y ou th . 6. T h e  S ec re t o f O pu­
lence. 7. T h e  Source o f H e a lth  an d  B eau ty . 
Such them es a re  w onderfu l, s im p ly  a s  title s , 
w hen we th in k  how m an  h as been  g o in g  th e  
o th e r w ay from  tim e  im m em oria l. T h e  
s to ry  of m a n ’s fu tu re  is a s  d a rk  a n d  u n c e r­
ta in  as h is  p a s t. O ut o f th e  u n k n o w n  in to  
th e  unknow n is th e  h is to ry  of h u m a n ity . 
U n rest, m o rta l yo u th , conquered  b y  d ea th , 
w ould seem  to  be m ore a p p ro p r ia te  title s . 
B ut it  is p le a sa n t to  say  w ith  S t. P a u l, 
“ T h e  th in g s  th a t  a re  seen  a re  te m p o ra l; 
th e  th in g s  th a t  a re  u n seen  a re  e te rn a l .”  
T h e  w rite r  of th e se  essay s  affirm s th a t  th e  
e te rn a l a n d  u n ch an g eab le  u n seen  m ay  m a n i­
fe s t in  th e  ob jec tive  a n d  so becom e a  p a r t  of 
h u m an  n a tu re . T h e  seven  e ssay s  a re  p u b ­
lish ed  in  c lea r type , a n d  se n t p o s tp a id  fo r  $1 . 
A dd ress th e  p u b lish e r, A . M. C heney , 1528 
C orcoran  S t., W a sh in g to n , D. C.

*** I f  you h av e  so m an y  p a tie n ts , how  do 
you find  tim e  to  t r e a t  th e m  a ll ?

T h is  qu estio n  com es up ev ery  d ay . I t  is  
n o t a q u estio n  of tim e  o r n u m b ers . H e a lin g  
is by  th e  W ord, th e  o m n ip o te n t a n d  o m n i­
p re se n t W ord. P a t i e n ts  p u t th em se lv e s  in to  
co n ju n c tio n  w ith  th i s  H e a t in g  Ce n t e r  
w h ich  I  h av e  e s ta b lish e d . T h e  m ore p e r­
sons w ho sen d  th e i r  th o u g h ts  to  th i s  C en te r 
th e  m ore  pow er goes o u t fro m  th is  C en te r. 
I t  is  a n  in co m in g  a n d  o u tg o in g  v ib ra tio n . 
T h e re  a re  now  m ore th a n  fo r ty  th o u sa n d  
m en  an d  w om en w ho d a ily  sen d  th e i r  b e s t 
th o u g h ts  to  m e. H u n d red s  com e fo r h e a l­
in g , b u t th o u sa n d s  s im p ly  sen d  th e i r  b le ss­
in g  to  m e. T h o se  w ho h av e  a  good w ord  or 
th o u g h t sen d  i t  to  m e, k n o w in g  th a t  I  am  
se n d in g  ou t to  o th e rs  a ll th e  tim e . I t  is 
w o n d erfu l how  th e  su p p ly  is  a lw ay s  g re a te r  
th a n  th e  d em an d . T h o u sa n d s  o f people w ho 
do n o t th in k  of beco m in g  p u b lic  h e a le rs  a re  
se n d in g  m e ev ery  d ay  th e i r  s t ro n g  v ib ra ­
tio n s  of love. F ro m  th e se  th o u san d s , as 
w ell a s  from  th e  U n iv e rsa l, I  am  c o n s ta n tly  
re ce iv in g  m ore th a n  I  can  g ive.

*** P le a s e  en ro ll m y  n a m e  a g a in , as I 
h av e  n o t rece iv ed  C h r is t ia n  d u r in g  th e  past 
th re e  m o n th s . I  g u e ss  m y  n a m e  h a s  slipped: 
off th e  ro ll. I t  m a y  b e  la c k  of m oney on 
m y p a r t ;  le t th a t  be  a s  i t  m ay , I read 
C h r is t ia n  a ll th e  sam e. I  w ill sen d  you 
som e m oney  a s  soon  a s  I g e t  to  a  m oney or­
d e r  office. I n o tic e  in  th e  N o v em b er number 
you  sa y  th a t  th e  tim e  is  c o m in g  w hen  you 
w ill re a d  le t te r s  a n d  n e v e r  re p ly  except in 
th e  S ilence . T h a t  tim e  h a s  a lre a d y  come. 
S h e lto n  C av in ess , y o u r  n am e sa k e , h a s  been 
tro u b le d  a ll su m m er w ith  h is  bow els. I 
ca lled  on you  se v e ra l t im e s  in  th e  Silence 
fo r  t r e a tm e n ts  a n d  he  w ou ld  g e t b e tte r  for 
aw h ile . M y w ife  th re w  u p  h e r  sp o n g e  and 
to ld  m e to  w rite  you to  p u t S h e lto n  C aviness’ 
n a m e  on  y o u r ro ll o f n a m e s a k e s  so you • 
cou ld  t r e a t  h im . I  w ro te  th e  le t te r  an d  put 
it  in to  m y  po ck e t to  m a il, b u t  so m eth in g  
sa id , “ S h e lto n  h a s  re a d  i t . ”  I  thought, 
“ W ell, I  w ill w a it t i l l  m o rn in g  b e fo re  I  mail 
th is  le t te r  a n d  if  he  d o n ’t  g iv e  u s  a n y  trouble  
I  w ill k n o w .”  M o rn in g  cam e , a  m o n th  has 
p assed , a n d  th e  le t te r  w as  n e v e r  mailed. 
S h e lto n  C a v in e ss  h a s  b een  w ell fro m  that 
h ou r, a n d  is  now  a s  f a t  a s  a p ig . T ru ly , J. 
W . Ca v in e s s .

**» E x p la in  how  to  cu ltiv a te  th e  su b jec tiv e  
m ind , th e  in tu it io n a l, fo r you say , “ W hen 
th is  fa c u lty  is  cu ltiv a ted  an d  n o u rish ed  it  
develops its e lf  in to  an  in fa llib le  g u id e .”

Y ou c u ltiv a te  th e  su b jec tiv e  by  tr u s t in g  
it , l i s te n in g  to  its  voice, ap p e a lin g  to  its  
w isdom , an d  dep en d in g  on i t  fo r l ig h t on 
th e  p a th w ay . T h e  reason  w hy we c a n ’t  see 
w ith  ou r eyes an d  h ea r w ith  our e a rs  is be­
cause we d id n ’t  know  we c o u ld ; an d  w hen 
we find ou t th e  tw o sides to  ou r h ea rin g , 
see in g  an d  th in k in g , we a re  a fra id  to  t r u s t  
th e  su b jec tiv e  side. F o r  so lo n g  h av e  we 
looked ou tw ard ly  and  h ea rd  ou tw ard ly  an d  
th o u g h t o u tw ard ly  th a t  we appea l to  th e  
ou tw ard  fo r e v e ry th in g . A ll th e  tim e  a re  
th e  ob jec tive  scenes and  sounds ta k e n  as  th e  
w hole t r u th  of be in g . T h e  in w ard  is  ca lled  
im ag in a tio n , a  d ream , a v is ion , a  fa n ta sy . 
A nd  yet, th e  on ly  rea lly  re liab le  w orld  is th e  
su b jec tiv e  ; th e  ob jec tive  is  filled fu ll of lies, 
delusions, illusions, m irag es, m is tak es , and  
never g ives sa tis fac tio n . W hen we know  
how to h ea r an d  to  u n d e rs tan d , th e  su b je c t­
ive is th e  sam e Y este rday , T o d ay  an d  F o r- 

an  in fa llib le , u n ch an g eab le  
W ord, te l lin g  us th e  t ru th  a lw ay s an d  nev er 
deceiv ing  us, even in  th e  sm a lle st m a tte rs

f  _It: ff, G od’ T ru s t  yo u r G od an d
your God w ill t r u s t  you. L ove an d  hono r 
th e  sub jec tive , sp ir itu a l self, an d  you w ill 
be blessed forever.

Y es, th e  le t te r  w as  rece iv ed  a n d  answ ered 
by  th e  O m n ip re se n t W ord . T h is  m essen g er 
o f h e a lth  is  g o in g  fo r th  fro m  th is  Center 
ev e ry  m o m en t.

*** E x p la in  th e  m e a n in g  o f M atth ew  
12 : 31st a n d  32nd v e rses .

T h e  s in  a g a in s t  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t  c a n n o t be 
fo rg iv e n  in  th is  a g e  n o r  in  th e  a g e  to  come. 
J e s u s  w as  in tro d u c in g  th e  ag e , o r period, 
o f S p ir i t  u n fo ld m e n t. T h e y  could  re jec t 
h im  a s  a  m a n , o r  th e  Son  o f M an , b u t to  re­
je c t  th e  te s tim o n y  o f th e  S p ir i t  w as to  sin 
a g a in s t ,  o r re fu se , th e  o n ly  l ig h t.  I t  does 
n o t m ean  th a t  s o m e th in g  is  he ld  a g a in s t  you 
w h ich  c a n n o t be fo rg iv e n , b u t th a t  you  re­
je c t  th e  o n ly  l ig h t ,  an d  so m ak e  y o u rse lf 
b lin d  by  re fu s in g  to  see. I t  is  th e  c lo s in g  of 
y o u r ow n eyes to  th e  o n ly  l ig h t .  Y ou  are 
ex cu sab le  fo r  re je c tin g  a ll o th e r  te s tim o n y , 
b u t w hen  th e  H oly  S p ir it  g iv e s  you  d irect 
te s tim o n y  th e re  is no excuse  fo r  y o u r ob­
s tin a c y . I t  is a  w o n d erfu l p ro o f o f m a n ’s 
in h e re n t freedom  to  know  th a t  he can  “ sin 
a g a in s t  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t .”  B u t d o n ’t  get 
scared  a t  th e  th eo lo g ica l voodoo a n d  th in k  
fo r a  m om en t th a t  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t  is  g o in g  
to  sin  a g a in s t  you. “  I w ill n e v e r  le av e  you 
no r fo rsak e  y o u .”  G od w ill h a n g  on  to  you 
u n ti l  you  a re  re ad y  to  open y o u r door. D on’t 
be a la rm ed  ab o u t God. H e w ill n o t le t  you 
g e t aw ay  fro m  th e  S p ir it .

*** W h a t do all th e  p ro m ises  to  “ he th a t  
overcom eth  ” in  R e v e la tio n s  m e a n  ? H ow  do 
we overcom e ?

B y co m in g  over. N ow  you  a re  u n d e r  th e  
pow er o f w eakness, e rro r, l im i ta t io n s  a n d  all 
th a t  b e lo n g s  to  m o rta l v i s io n ; th e n  you  w ill 
be over a ll th e se  th in g s , ru le r  o v e r you r 
m o rta l se lf. N ow  y o u r body  d ic ta te s  to  you 
an d  b r in g s  you in to  su b je c tio n  to  s in , s ick ­
n ess  an d  d e a th ; th e n  you  w ill com m and  
you r body a n d  d e liv e r i t  fro m  a b n o rm a l con­
d itio n s . H ow  do w e overcom e ? B y  a  know l­
edge o f th e  T ru th . “ Y e sh a l l  k now  th e  
tru th ,  a n d  th e  t r u th  sh a ll m ak e  yo u  f re e .”  
I t  i s n ’t a  b e lie f of th e  tr u th ,  a  h o p in g  in  th e  
tru th ,  b u t th e  k n o w led g e  of th e  T ru th . Y ou 
know  th a t  fire w ill b u rn , th e re fo re  you  have  
sen se  en o u g h  to  keep  o u t o f th e  f i r e ; you 
know  th a t  w a te r  w ill w et, th e re fo re  you  have  
b y  experience  le a rn e d  en o u g h  to  com e in  ou t 
o f th e  w et. W h en  you h av e  le a rn e d  th a t  
th in k in g  p o v erty , b e lie v in g  in  po v erty , 
an d  b e m o a n in g  y o u r p o v e rty  s tr ic k e n  co n d i­
tio n  w ill keep  you  poo r you  w ill re v e rse  you r 
th o u g h ts . A s soon as  th e  k n o w led g e  th a t  
th o u g h ts  a re  th in g s  com es to  you  i t  w ill 
cause you to  cease  d is tu rb in g  y o u r d ig e s tio n , 
you r liv e r, y o u r blood, by  w ro n g  th in k in g . 
O vercom e b y  co m in g  over to  th e  T ru th  of 
y o u r B e in g .



C H R I S T I A N 3
AN 1 AM  SERM ON.

H ello  !
I  am  g la d  to  see you .
Y ou seem  to  be  re a d y  fo r  a n o th e r  se rm o n .
“ A ll pow er is  g iv e n  u n to  m e in  h e a v e n  an d  

i n  e a r th .”
T h is  is  m y te x t.
T h e  w o rd s w ere  sp o k en  by  Je s u s , on a 

m o u n ta in  in  G a lile e , ju s t  a f t e r  H is  re s u r re c ­
tio n  a n d  a b o u t fo r ty  d a y s  b e fo re  H is  a sc e n ­
sion . Y ou  d o n ’t  b e liev e  i t  ? W ell, k eep  s t i l l  
a n d  you  w ill k n o w  it ,  w h ic h  is  f a r  b e tte r  
th a n  b e lie v in g  a s  th e  a v e ra g e  m a n  u n d e r­
s ta n d s  b e lie f .

I  say  to  yo u  th a t  th e  I A m , th ro u g h  Je s u s , 
sp o k e  th e se  w ords on  a  c e r ta in  d ay , on a  c e r­
t a i n  m o u n ta in  in  G a lilee , a n d  c e r ta in  m en  
w ho a re  now  a liv e  h e a rd  th e s e  w ords. H ow  
do I k n o w  ? B ecau se  th i s  sam e  J e s u s  spoke 
th e s e  w o rd s, a n d  m a n y  m ore , to  m e, in  th e  
c i ty  o f L i t t le  R ock , in  th e  S ta te  o f A rk a n ­
s a s  ; a n d  is  now  s p e a k in g  to  m e a n  in te rp re ­
ta t io n  a n d  c o n firm a tio n  o f  th e  T r u th  sp o k en  
in  G alilee  tw o  th o u s a n d  y e a rs  ag o . J e s u s  is 

' n o t d ead  ! J e s u s  is  n o t d u m b  ! J e s u s  is  n o t 
d e a f  ! Do you  th in k  th e  m ob, in  J e ru sa le m , 
s ilen ced  th e  vo ice  w h ic h  ra is e d  L a z a ru s  fro m  
th e  d ead  ? D o you  th in k  J e s u s  is  a  m em ory  
o f  th e  p a s t  lik e  A n a n ia s , C a ia p h a s , H erod , 
a n d  th o se  w ho  s a t  in  ju d g m e n t o n  th e  M a tc h ­
le s s  M an o f N a z a re th  ? I s  th e  s to ry  o f  Je s u s  
s im p ly  a  ta le  o f  th e  p a s t , a n  id le  echo  from  
th e  y e a rs  g o n e  b y ?  Y ou m ay  b e liev e  th is  
w hile  you  h e a r  w ith  th e  o u ts id e  o f  y o u r e a r ; 
b u t w hen  you  h e a r  w ith  th e  in s id e  o f  y o u r 
ea r, you  w ill be a s to n is h e d  a n d  e lec trif ied  by  
h e a r in g  th e  vo ice  o f  th e  S o n  o f  M an  in  th e  
sam e g e n tle  to n e s  o f th e  lo n g  ag o . T h e re  
a re  no d ead  m en  ! T h e y  a re  a ll  a liv e  ! M ary , 
an d  M a r th a , a n d  L a z a r u s ; o ld  b lin d  B a rti-  
m eus, w ho  can  see  ; th e  one w ho  w ep t a t  th e  
tom b  ; a ll w ho  p re p a re d  sp ice s  a n d  o in tm e n t. 
T h ey  a re  a ll  a liv e , a n d  fro m  th e i r  life , th e  
w ords w r i t te n  a re  k e p t a liv e . T h e  w o rd s o f 
J e s u s  w ou ld  lo n g  s in c e  h a v e  p a ssed  aw a y  if  
H e h a d  p a ssed  aw ay . B u t H e d id n ’t  p a ss  
aw ay . H e is  s t i l l  in  a n d  b e h in d  th e  spoken  

, w ord, a n d  fo re v e r  k eep s  i t  a liv e  by  H is  S ile n t 
W ord. W h en  y o u r eyes, th e  in s id e  o f y o u r 
eyes, a re  o p en , you  w ill see H im  ; w h en  th e  
in s id e  o f y o u r e a rs  a re  open  you  w ill h e a r  
th e  W ord . W h y ?  B ecau se  th e  k in g d o m  of 
G od is  w ith in  you , a n d  th e  k in g d o m  o f m o r­
ta l i ty  is  o u ts id e  o f  you. J e s u s  is  n o t in  th e  
k in g d o m  o f  m o r ta l i ty .  H e is  in  H is  ow n 
k in g d o m  ; th e  th ro n e  o f  G od is  in  S p ir it ,  
an d  J e s u s  is  on  th e  th ro n e  o f G od. H e sa id  
a ll th i s  in  Jo h n  an d  M ark , in  M a tth e w  an d  
L uke , b u t th e  C h u rch  h e a rd  w ith  th e  o u ts id e  
o f th e  e a r , a n d  h en ce , h e a rd  n o th in g . E v e ry  
m an  w ho  h e a rd  w ith  th e  o u ts id e  o f h is  e a r  
im m e d ia te ly  g o t  d ow n  on  h is  k n e e s  a n d  
tu rn e d  th e  o u ts id e  o f h is  ey es  u p w a rd  in to  
th e  a i r  a n d  p ee red  in to  th e  b lu e  sk ie s  in  
sea rch  o f th e  K in g  a n d  th e  k in g d o m . T h e  
C hurch  is s t i l l  tu r n in g  i t s  ey e b a lls  up w ard , 
lo o k in g  fo r  th e  o b je c tiv e  k in g d o m  o f  h eav en . 
T h e y  a re  p r ic k in g  u p  th e i r  lo n g  e a rs , a n d  

.. ^ h u s h i n g  th e i r  b re a th , to  h e a r  th e  t r u m p e t o f 
G a b r ie l ; a n d  th e y  th in k  G abe  w ill com e w ith  
a  h o rn  in  h is  m o u th , to o t in g  th e  a d v e n t o f  a  
v is ib le  J e s u s  s i t t in g  on a  c loud .

E xcu se me for dropping dow n from  the  
sublim e to the rid icu lous ; but, sin ce  I have

seen  Je s u s  a n d  h ea rd  H is  voice, a n d  know  
th a t  th e  su b je c tiv e  is  th e  k in g d o m  o f God, 
a ll th i s  m o rta l c ircu s  m ak es  m e la u g h . J u s t  
in  p ro p o r tio n  a s  th e  k in g d o m  o f G od s t i r s  
th e  s u b lim ity  o f m y  s p ir i t ,  th e  k in g d o m  of 
m o r ta l ity , w ith  i t s  show  o f re lig io n , ex c ite s  
m y m ir th . T h e  w hole C hu rch  c ircu s  rem in d s  
m e o f a  s to ry .

T h e re  w as a  co m m erc ia l t r a v e le r ,  com ­
m on ly  ca lled  a d ru m m er, n am ed  J a k e . H e 
w as  a lw a y s  fin d in g  fa u l t  w ith  ev e ry b o d y  an d  
e v e ry th in g . A t th e  h o te ls  n o th in g  p leased  
h im —th e  co o k in g , th e  se rv ice , th e  beds, 
e v e ry th in g  w as  w ro n g —a n d  J a k e  w as  read y  
to  v e n t h is  fe e l in g s  in  w o rd s. A  fe llo w  t r a v ­
e le r d e te rm in e d  to  cu re  h im . O ne m o rn in g , 
ju s t  a s  J a k e  m ade  h is  a p p e a ra n c e , th is  
f r ie n d  s a id  :

“  B oys, I  h a d  a  s t r a n g e  d re a m  la s t  n ig h t .”
“ W h a t w as  i t ? ”  echoed  ev e ry b o d y .
“  I t  w as  a b o u t J a k e , a n d  I d o n ’t  lik e  to  te ll 

i t . ”
“ T e ll i t ,  te l l  i t , ”  sa id  e v e ry  one , a n d  Ja k e  

jo in e d  in  th e  re q u e s t.
“ I  d ream ed  I  w a s  d ead  a n d  in  h e a v e n .”
“  S tr a n g e  p lace  fo r  y o u ,”  s a id  th e  chorus.
“ S h u t up, o r I  w o n ’t  ta lk .  I n o t on ly  

th o u g h t I w as in  h e a v e n  m y se lf , b u t I  m et 
J a k e .”

“ G re a t S c o t t !”
“ Y es, s t r a n g e  a s  i t  m ay  seem , J a k e  w as  in  

h eav en . H e w as  s i t t in g  on  a  c loud , a n d  
w h en  I g re e te d  h im  w ith  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  
a n d  w as re a d y  to  re jo ic e  in  h is  good  fo r tu n e , 
th e  p o o r fe llo w  p u t on a  so lem n  fa c e  a n d  in  
a  m o u rn fu l vo ice—th e  sam e  vo ice  in  w h ich  he 
used  to  g ru m b le  a t  th e  b e e fs te a k —sa id  : ‘ Do 
yo u  k now  th i s  c loud  is  dam p . I t  looks b eau ­
t i fu l  a n d  w h ite , b u t i t  is d am p , an d  I ’ll ca tch  
m y  d e a th  o f  cold. A n d  th is  h a lo  ! I t  is  a 
second  h a n d  h a lo  a n d  d o n ’t  f i t . ’ ”

T h e re  a re  m an y  m isfit h a lo s  in  th e  C hurch  
m ili ta n t .

“ A ll pow er is  g iv e n  u n to  m e in  h eav en  an d  
i n e a r t h . ”  C e r ta in ly !  A ll p o w er is  g iv e n  
u n to  m e ; a ll pow er is  g iv e n  u n to  you. 
P o w e r is  a  fre e  g i f t  to  a ll . G od is  no re sp ec ­
te r  o f p e rso n s . H e h a s  g iv e n  m e ju s t  ex ­
a c tly  th e  sam e  pow er H e g a v e  u n to  J e s u s -  
a ll  o f it. T h e re  is  no  g iv in g  o f l i t t le  p ieces 
o f pow er. I t  is  a ll g iv e n  w ith o u t m o n ey  an d  
w ith o u t p rice . T a k e  i t  ! I t  is  y o u r ow n by  
d iv in e  r ig h t .  B u t i f  you  d o n ’t  know  how  to  
u se  i t ,  th e  g i f t  is  u se less.

W h a t is  to  h in d e r  you  fro m  g e t t in g  con­
tro l  o f  y o u r ow n  ? N o th in g  b u t y o u r ig n o r­
ance . T h e  la w  does n o t re a so n , does n o t 
th in k . I t  g o e s  on  fo re v e r  g r in d in g  w h a te v e r  
is  p u t in to  i t s  m ill. I t  w ill g r in d  o u t fo r 
you  s ic k n e ss , p o v e rty , d is tre s s , m ise ry , ju s t  
a s  f a s t  a s  y o u  p lace  th e m  in to  th e  h o p p e r o f 
th e  m ill. I t  w ill g r in d  th e  fine  flou r of 
h e a lth , h a p p in e s s  a n d  p ro s p e r ity  i f  you  p u t 
th e m  in to  th e  h o p p er. T h e  law  is  n e ith e r  
good  n o r  b a d ;  i t  is  ju s t  law , n o th in g  m ore 
a n d  n o th in g  less. T h e  law  h a s  no  m o ra l 
p rin c ip le  in  it , n o  s e n t im e n t, no  fe e lin g , no  
m ercy , n o th in g  b u t fixed fo rce . M an  is to  

I do th e  th in k in g  a n d  re a s o n in g  ; th e  law  w ill 
re sp o n d  to  m an . T h e  ocean  bo re  on  i ts  
bosom  m a n ’s sh ip s , o r sa n k  th em , acco rd in g  
to  m a n ’s u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  law  o f n a v i­
g a tio n . T h e  ocean  is n e ith e r  good n o r bad  ; 
b u t, m a n ’s sh ip s  w ere  m ade fro m  re a s o n in g  
a n d  th in k in g , a n d  a s  he  g re w  w ise r th e  sh ip s

w ere  m ore  a n d  m ore  ab le  to  sa il w ith  th e  law  
in s te a d  o f s a i l in g  a g a in s t  it . T h u s  i t  is  
w ith  ev e ry  m o v em en t o f m an . A s h e  b e ­
com es w ise  by  re a s o n in g  a n d  th in k in g , th e  
S p ir i t  g iv e s  h im  co n tro l o f h is  own.

“ A L L  pow er is  g iv en  u n to  m e .”  I am  th e  
one  fo r  w hom  pow er e x is ts . W h a t a re  th e s e  
v ib ra tio n s  fo r , i f  n o t fo r  m e. A  w orld  w ith ­
o u t a  m an  w ould  be a  s t r a n g e  w aste  o f  e n ­
e rg y , an d  a  u se le ss  p u t t in g  fo r th  o f fo rce . 
T h e  a i r  is  h e re , th e  l ig h tn in g s  fla sh , th e  
th u n d e rs  ro a r , an d  tid e s  ro ll in  and  o u t fo r­
ever, fo r  m e. O, th e  d e p th s  o f th e  r i c h e s ! 
P o o r, b lin d  eyes, lo o k in g  o u t a t  d e a th  an d  
d isease , s in  a n d  su ffe rin g , a n d  th e n  g ro w in g  
d im  w ith  lo o k in g  u n ti l  th e y , too , p e rish  w ith  
th e i r  u s in g  a n d  th e  sk u ll is  le f t  w ith  em p ty  
s o c k e ts ! A n d , y e t, O ch ild ren  o f G o d ! 
ju s t  b e h in d  th a t  o u ts id e  m o rta l ey e  w ere  
g re e n  fie lds a n d  b a b b lin g  b rooks, th e  r iv e r  
o f life , flow ing  fro m  th e  m id st o f th e  G rea t 
W h ite  T h ro n e , th e  co o lin g  w in d s fro m  th e  
b a lm y  L a n d  o ’ th e  L e a l ! T h is  is  n o t p o e try . 
I t  is  n o t fic tion . I  h av e  seen  w ith  m y  ow n 
eyes a n d  h e a rd  w ith  m y ow n ea rs , a n d  I  te l l  
you  th a t  I am  n o t sp e a k in g  fro m  my im a g in a ­
tio n . T h e  m o rta l is  fic tion  ; th e  im m o rta l is 
fa c t . T h e  fa iry  ta le s  a re  t r u e ; th e  s to r ie s  of 
th e  e a r th  life  a re  fa lse . T h e y  a re  p a s s in g  
s h a d o w s ; th e  a n g e ls  a n d  th e  “  s p ir i ts  o f  ju s t  
m en  m ade p e rfe c t ”  a re  s u b s ta n tia l a n d  rea l.

T h e  k in g d o m  of G od is n o t so m e th in g  
w hich  h a s  been  an d  is  to  be ; b u t th e  e te rn a l 
su b s ta n c e  w h ich  c h a n g e s  no t. I t  is  h ere  
a n d  now  in  you, an d  o f you, th e  o th e r  side 
o f you. L e a rn  to  th in k , n o t by  re p e a t in g  
th e  s ig n s  o f id eas g iv e n  o u t by o th e r  m en , 
b u t b y  y o u r ow n rea so n . S e e ! how  th e  
pow er is  u sed  b y  th o se  w ho know  how  to  use 
it . M an co n tro ls  fo rces now  befo re w h ich  he 
u sed  to  bow  in  a b je c t te r ro r . T h e  voice is 
b o rn e  from  e a r  to  e a r  th o u g h  th e y  a re  th o u ­
sa n d s  o f  m ile s  a p a r t ; n o t a  m ere sound , b u t 
th e  fa m il ia r  voice w h ich  you  once th o u g h t 
could n o t be h ea rd  m ore th a n  a few  fe e t from  
y o u r e a r. Do you suppose  th a t  J e s u s  is so fa r  
aw ay  th a t  H e c a n ’t  ho ld  te lep h o n ic  a n d  te le ­
g ra p h ic  co m m u n ica tio n  w ith  those  w ho a re  
p rep a red  to  rece ive  th e  w ord, and y e t . <a 
can  co m m u n ica te  w ith  m an  on com m ercial 
m a tte r s  from  N ew  Y ork  to  C hicago  ? B ut 
you m u s t rem em b er th a t  T us c a n ’t  com ­
m u n ic a te  w ith  you as  a  C h u rch  ; fo r H e g av e  
H is  life  to  p u ll dow n th e  C hurch . H e w ill 
ta lk  to  you a s  a n  in d iv id u a l. W h a t fo lly  i t  
w ould be to  g iv e  su b jec tiv e , sp ir itu a l pow er 
to  one w ho w ould  use  i t  to  b u ild  u p  th e  
M eth o d is t ch u rch , th e  B a p tis t ch u rch , th e  
R om an  C atho lic  ch u rch  ! T h e  in s ti tu t io n  is 
th e  sam e s tu m b lin g  b lock  no m a t te r  by w h a t 
n am e i t  is  called . T a k e  a ll th e  s ix  h u nd red  
a n d  s ix ty -s ix  d e n o m in a tio n s  in  th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  a n d  each  one is  a n  in s ti tu t io n  o f th e  
sam e c h a ra c te r  a s  a ll th e  o th e rs . T h e  su p ­
p re s s in g  o f th e  in d iv id u a l, th e  s ta m p in g  ou t 
o f in d iv id u a lity , is  th e  w ork  o f th e  in s t i tu ­
tio n . T h e  te a r in g  dow n o f in s ti tu t io n s  an d  
th e  e x a lta tio n  an d  u p lif t in g  o f in d iv id u a ls  
is th e  w ork  of th e  I  A m  w ho spoke in  J e s u s  
C h ris t. T h ere fo re , a ll pow er is  g iv en  u n to  
you, n o t a s  a  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f a n  in s t i tu ­
tio n , b u t a s  a n  in d iv id u a l. Y ou m u s t sa y  I 
A m , n o t we a re . T h e re  is w eak n ess  in  we ; 
th e re  is  a ll pow er in  I . E v e ry  s te p  o f a d ­
v a n c e m e n t I  h av e  m ade  h a s  been  in  th e
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nam e of th e  I  A m  th a t  I  A m . A nd , le t m e 
te ll you, beloved, I  am  claim ing ' i t  a ll. I t  
m u s t a ll be filled fu ll in  me.

Do I  m ak e  you  m arv e l w hen  I te l l  you 
th a t  I  ta lk  to  m en  in  th e  so called  o th e r 
w orld as e as ily  a s  I  ta lk  to  a  m an  in  th is  
w orld  ? W hy  shou ld  i t  be th o u g h t s tra n g e  
i f  I  shou ld  even  te ll a  m an  to  g e t ou t o f h is  
coffin and  h e  shou ld  obey m e ? A m  I n o t a 
d isc ip le  o f Je s u s  C h ris t ? D id I  n o t tak e  
H im  a t  H is  w ord  a n d  h a te  (cut o f f ) fa th e r , 
m o ther, b ro th e rs , s is te rs , w ife, ch ild ren , 
houses, l a n d s ; yes, an d  my ow n life , fo r th e  
p rec ious p riv ile g e  of b e in g  th e  d isc ip le  of 
T ru th  ? Is  H e n o t ab le  to  keep H is  p rom ises 
i f  I  w as ab le  to  com ply w ith  th e  co n d itio n s  ?
I am  su re  o f H is  pow er, h o n o r an d  g lo ry  a s  
I am  o f m y ow n ex is tence . N o m a tte r  w hat 
h e lls  I  h ave  gone  th ro u g h , th e  k ingdom  of 
God is w ith in  m e, a n d  w ill w ork i t s  w ay  ou t 
in to  fu ll an d  com plete  m a n ife s ta tio n . I t  is 
in  accordance w ith  th e  law , a n d  th e  law  is 
pow er ready  fo r in te llig en ce  to  use. I  know  
th e  law , and  am  on ly  w a itin g  fo r th e  S p ir it  to  
sp eak  th e  W ord  in  a  h ig h e r  key  th a n  I h av e  
y e t heard  it.

“  T h ere  is  n o th in g  h idden  th a t  sh a ll n o t be 
rev ea led .”  N ow  th is  seem s to  cover th e  w hole 
g ro u n d  of o u r in v e s tig a tio n s . T h e n  th e  
com plete u n fo ld m en t w ill com e. T h e  body 
w ill come u n d er th e  dom in ion  of S p ir it , an d  
sickness, su ffe rin g  an d  d ea th  w ill d isap p ea r. 
W h a t w ill becom e o f a ll w ho die befo re  a ll 
th in g s  are rev ea led ?  “ V erily , v e rily , I  say  
u n to  you, th a t  th e  dead  sh a ll h e a r  th e  voice 
of th e  Son o f M an a n d  sh a ll com e f o r th .” 
T h ey  sh a ll h e a r  th e  voice of th e  Son  o f 
M A N . I t  w ill be a m an  w ho d iscovers  (un ­
covers) th e  law  o f re g e n e ra tio n  an d  finds th e  
pow er of e te rn a l life . I t  h a s  been  m y  one  an d  
on ly  s tu d y  fo r ten  y ea rs , a n d  I am  g a in in g  
m ore an d  m ore know ledge on  th e  su b je c t 
every  day. I  now  th in k  I  know , an d  am  
p u tt in g  m y know ledge  to  th e  te s t. Som e 
b r ig h t  day I m ay  te ll  you  th e  s to ry  o f life  
ev e rla s tin g . T h e re ’s  p le n ty  of tim e . O n ly  
m ove as  th e  S p ir i t  m oves you, fo r  th e  re v e la ­
tio n  is of th e  S p ir i t ,  w h ich  se a rc h e th  a ll 
th in g s  ; yea, th e  deep  th in g s  o f God.

H ow  w ill th i s  w ord  o f pow er be co m m u n i­
ca ted  to  th e  w orld  ? By te le p a th y  ! W h a t 
is  te le p a th y ?  I t  is  th e  c o m m u n ic a tin g  of 
ideas from  m in d  to  m in d , w ith o u t s ig n s  or 
sounds. T e le p a th y  w ill b e a r  th e  good new s 
fro m  m ind  to  m ind , a n d  th e  v ib ra tio n s  of joy  
w ill go  from  so u l to  soul. T h is  w ill be  no 
s t r a n g e  fire, n o  th r i l l  o f se n sa tio n  w h ich  can 
n o t be  u n d ers to o d . T h e  w orld  w ill be  read y  
fo r it. T h e y  a re  n e a rly  read y  fo r i t  now. 
In  1900 a ll w ill be p re p a re d  fo r a  new  m ove­
m en t. I  d o n ’t  m ean  th a t  a ll th e  people  w ill 
be  p rep a red , b u t a ll th e  in d iv id u a liz ed  souls 
w ill be re ad y  to  h e a r  th e  W ord  w hen  i t  com es 
w ith  th e  pow er of d e m o n s tra tio n . F o r  it  
m u s t be  d em o n s tra ted . T h e  people have  
h ad  th e o r ie s  en o u g h  ; i t  m u s t be a pow er 
m ade  v is ib le  a n d  p ra c tic a l by d e m o n s tra ­
tio n . A t le a s t one m an  o r one w om an m u st 
be re g e n e ra te d , b o rn  a g a in , an d  capab le  of 
co m m an d in g  life , befo re  th e  te le p a th ic  th r il l  
can  be  rece ived  b y  th e  ones w ho a re  read y  
fo r th e  k ingdom .

T h e  ob jec tiv e  or ph y sica l w orld  is also  
g e t t in g  ready . By th e  tim e te le p a th y  be­
com es g e n e ra lly  unders tood , th e  te le g ra p h

w ill h ave  d ispensed  w ith  i t s  po les an d  w ires , 
th u s  k e ep in g  pace w ith  th e  m arch  of in ­
te llec t. L is te n  to  th is  voice fro m  th e  sc ien ­
tific  w orld  :

T h e  ex p e rim e n ts  h av e  g o n e  on q u ie tly , 
how ever, a n d  a n y o n e  w ho w ish es  to  tr a v e l 
to  B o u rnem ou th , in  E n g la n d , c an  see th e  
w ire less  te le g ra p h  sy s tem  in  a c tu a l o p e ra ­
tion  a t  th e  e x p e rim e n ta l s ta t io n  e s ta b lish e d  
th e re  by P ro f . M arcon i.

T h e  p rin c ip le  o f te le g ra p h in g  ac ro ss  
space  w ith o u t th e  a id  o f in te rv e n in g  w ire s  
finds an  a p t il lu s tra t io n  in  th e  re sp o n s iv e  
ac tio n  of tw o tu n in g  fo rk s . I f  w e p lace  a 
couple o f tu n in g  fo rk s , w h ich  a re  tu n e d  to  
ex ac tly  th e  sam e no te , a  sh o r t d is ta n c e  fro m  
one a n o th e r , a n d  th e n  by  d ra w in g  a  v io lin  
bow , o r by  s t r ik in g  one of th e m , cau se  i t  to  
sound  a  n o te—w hich  is a n o th e r  w ay  of s a y ­
in g  th a t  w e cau se  i t  to  e m it sou n d —th e  sec­
ond tu n in g  fo rk  w ill ca tc h  u p  th e se  v ib ra tio n s  
and  b eg in  i ts e lf  to  v ib ra te  sy m p a th e tic a lly . 
I t  w ill g iv e  ev idence  of i ts  v ib ra tio n  by  
e c h o in g  th e  sou n d  o f th e  f irs t tu n in g  fo rk . 
W ith in  c e r ta in  lim its , a n d  w ith  s l ig h t  d iffe r­
ences in  p rac tic e , th is  is  th e  w ay  in  w h ich  
e lec tric  w av es by  b e in g  s e n t by  one  e le c tr ic  
in s tru m e n t an d  b e in g  rece iv ed  on a n o th e r  
t r a n s m it  f irs t v ib ra tio n s  a n d  th e n c e  m es­
sa g e s  th ro u g h  space.

So s a t is fa c to ry  h av e  been  th e  e x p e ri­
m en ts  conduc ted  by  P ro f .  M arco n i th a t  he 
is  ab o u t to  ex te n d  th e  d is ta n c e  be tw een  h is  
s ta tio n s , c a r ry in g  th e  second  one  to  C h er­
b o u rg , 60 m ile s  aw ay . T h e  e x p e rim e n ts  a re  
a t  p re se n t in  a v e ry  e le m e n ta ry  s ta g e . I t  
h a s  been  fo u n d  th a t  th e  so u n d  w av es tr a v e l 
m uch  fa s te r  a n d  b e t te r  in  fo g g y , r a in y  or 
w in d y  w e a th e r  th a n  w h en  th e  a ir  is  c le a r 
a n d  th e  w e a th e r  fine  a n d  s t il l .  A s th e  c leve r 
m an  w ho can  te le g ra p h  w ith o u t w ire s  can  
n o t m ak e  w e a th e r  to  o rd e r it  is n ece ssa ry  to  
overcom e th e  a tm o sp h e ric  c o n d itio n s  th a t  
in flu en ce  th e  sy s te m , a n d  P ro f .  M arco n i is 
b e n d in g  a ll h is  e n e rg ie s  to  b r in g  th is  abou t. 
B ro ad ly  sp e a k in g  th e  success  o f th e  e x p e ri­
m e n ts  is  a ssu red , in a sm u c h  a s  m essag es  a re  
s e n t c le a r ly  in te rp re te d  w ith o u t th e  a id  of 
w ires . T h o u g h  m uch  re m a in s  to  be done, 
w ire le ss  te le g ra p h y  w ill su re ly  be in  g e n e ra l 
u se  b e fo re  lo n g , a n d  peop le  w ho m arv e l a t  
th e  id ea  o f se n d in g  m essag es  be tw een  
w idely  se p a ra te d  p o in ts  w ith o u t in te rv e n in g  
w ire s  w ill th e n  look  upon  i t  a s  a m a t te r  of 
course , a s  th e y  now  do th e  te lep h o n e .—P itts­
burgh Dispatch.

T h is  g iv e s  a  f a in t  idea  o f w h a t is com ing . 
T h e  tu n in g  fo rk  is a  sp len d id  il lu s tra t io n  of 
w h a t is  now  b e in g  done in  te le p a th y . T h e  
h e a le r  sp e a k s  th e  S ile n t W ord  an d  i t  g iv e s  
h e a lth  to  th e  sick , hope to  th e  hopeless, a n d  
jo y  to  th e  jo y less , w ith o u t a n y  re g a rd  to  
sp ace  o r tim e. T h is  is an  in d ex  p o in t in g  to  
th e  “ a ll pow er in  heaven  a n d  in  e a r th .”

*** N ever lend , n ev e r borrow , n ev er s tea l, 
n ev e r b e g ; b u t you  m ay  g iv e  an d  you  m ay  
receive. “ I t  is  m ore b lessed  to  g iv e  th a n  to  
re ce iv e .”  Y et, if  you “ free ly  g iv e  you  sh a ll 
free ly  rece iv e .”  I t  is  tru e  th a t  Je su s  says 
fo r u s  to  lend , b u t H e qualifies i t  in  such  a 
w ay  as  to  m ak e  i t  a  d o w n rig h t g iv in g . 
“ G ive to  h im  th a t  a sk e th  thee , a n d  from  
h im  th a t  w ould bo rrow  of th ee  tu rn  n o t thou  
a w a y .”  Y et in  ou r tim e  th is  m u s t be ta k e n  
as  a  g e n e ra l p rin c ip le , fo r to  p u t i t  in  p ra c ­
tic e  w ould be  th e  h e ig h t of fo lly . O ur age  
is  one of w ork, en e rg y  a n d  push  on one side, 
an d  tram p s, id leness a n d  b e g g a ry  on th e  
o ther. T h e re fo re  w e m u s t come fo rw a rd  
w ith  S t. P a u l’s ru le  : “ H e th a t  w ill n o t w ork 
sh a ll n o t e a t .” I t  is  en o u g h  fo r  th e  w orkers 
to  su p p o rt th e  ch ild ren  a n d  he lp less  in v a lid s  
w ith o u t g iv in g  th em  th e  ad d itio n a l b u rd en  
of e a rn in g  b read  fo r tra m p s  a n d  th ieves. 
N o one shou ld  be w ill in g  to  rece iv e  som e­
th in g  fo r n o th in g .

IS GOD DUMB ?

In  a p r iv a te  le t te r  a  P re s b y te r ia n  c le rg y ­
m a n  w r i t e s :

I  am  th in k in g ,  too , th a t  th e re  is  a n  im ­
p ro v e m e n t in  th e  p a p e r  in  som e w ay s, bu t 
th e re  is  m uch  th e re  y e t c o u n te r  to  th e  W ord 
o f God. I  am  p e rsu ad ed  m ore  an d  m ore  th a t 
th e  B ib le  is  G od’s ow n w ord , a n d  h en ce  i t  is 
th e  on ly  su re  a n c h o r  th e  sou l c a n  h av e . God 
h a s  sp o k en  to  m an  th ro u g h  th is  W ord , and  
H e m e a n s  ju s t  w h a t H e say s . I f  H e does 
n o t m ean  w h a t H e  sa y s , w h y  d id  H e n o t say  
w h a t H e m e a n t ? T im e  a n d  s tu d y  a re  oft- 
tim e s  n e c e ssa ry  to  co m p are  S c r ip tu re  w ith  
S c r ip tu re  b e fo re  w e can  a r r iv e  a t  th e  te a c h ­
in g s  o f th e  W ord  ; b u t i f  w e a re  p a t ie n t  and  
g iv e  o u rse lv es  to  th e  s tu d y  o f th e  B ible, 
s e e k in g  th e  a id  o f th e  H o ly  S p ir it ,  H e w ill 
le ad  u s in  th e  w ay  o f a ll  t r u t h ; fo r  H e w ill 
ta k e  o f th e  th in g s  o f th e  F a th e r  a n d  show  
th em  to  us.

T h is  is  fro m  a  P re s b y te r ia n ,  o f th e  old 
S co tch  s tock , w a r ra n te d  to  w ash  a n d  boil 
a n d  s t i l l  r e ta in  a d eep  b lu e  h ue . I  ad m it, 
fo r  th e  sak e  o f th e  a rg u m e n t, th a t  th e  B ib le  is  
th e  w ord  o f G od, th a t  G od spoke a n d  m en 
h ea rd . B u t, fo r  th e  life  o f  m e, I  c a n ’t  see 
w h y  H e sh o u ld  cease  sp e a k in g . O rthodox  
people  b e liev e  th a t  G od can  h e a r , a t  le a s t 
th e y  g o  r ig h t  on p o u r in g  th e i r  p ra y e r s  in to  
th e  e a rs  o f th e  A lm ig h ty  ; th e y  s in g  so n g s , 
h y m n s  a n d  p sa lm s  a t  H im  ev ery  d a y  e v e ry ­
w h e re  t h a t  m en  live . O f co u rse  th e y  d o n ’t 
re a l ly  k now  th a t  H e can  h e a r , b u t  th e y  be­
liev e  th a t  H e once h e a rd  ; th e re fo re  th e y  con ­
tin u e  to  ta lk  to  H im , a lth o u g h  H e h a s n ’t  le t 
on  th a t  H e  h e a rd  th e m  fo r  lo  ! th e s e  tw e n ty  
c e n tu r ie s . G od n e v e r  sp e a k s  an y  m ore ; b u t 
peop le  s t i l l  b e liev e  H e can  h e a r . I f  G od is  
dum b , w hy  n o t d e a f?  H ow  do you  know  
b u t  He. h a s  becom e d e a f to  a ll th e  p sa lm s, 
h y m n s , so n g s  a n d  p ra y e rs  o f th e  ag 'es ? If  
H e c a n ’t sp eak , i f  H e ex h a u s te d  H is  v o cab u ­
la ry  in  p h o n o g ra p h in g  th e  B ib le  in to  th e  
e a rs  o f m en  in  th e  p a s t , m ay b e  H e a lso  ex ­
h a u s te d  H is  c a p a c ity  fo r  h e a r in g  ? I f  God 
can  close H is  m o u th , w h y  n o t H is  e a rs  ? I t  
seem s to  m e th a t  a f te r  y e ll in g  “ H e llo !” a t  
“ C e n t r a l”  fo r  1899 y e a rs  i t  is  tim e  to  ex ­
a m in e  an d  see i f  th e  lin e s  a re  crossed.

O nce upon  a  tim e  E l i ja h ,  a  p ro p h e t o f th e  
su n , h a d  a l i t t le  sc ra p  w ith  th e  p ro p h e ts  o f 
th e  m oon. A f te r  th e  p ro p h e ts  o f B a a l h ad  
p ray ed  fo r aw h ile , th e  su n -p ro p h e t ta u n te d  
th e n r  in  th is  m a n n e r :  “ A n d  th e y  to o k  th e  
bu llock  w h ich  w as g iv e n  th em , a n d  th e y  
d ressed  it , a n d  ca lled  on th e  n a m e  o f B a a l 
fro m  m o rn in g  even  u n t i l  n oon , sa y in g , O 
B aa l, h e a r  us. B u t th e re  w as no  voice n o r  an y  
th a t  an sw ered . A n d  th e y  leaped  a b o u t th e  
a l t a r  w h ich  w as m ade. A n d  i t  cam e to  p a s s  
a t  noon , th a t  E l i ja h  m ocked  th em , a n d  sa id , 
C ry  a lo u d  : fo r  h e  is  a  g o d  ; e i th e r  he  is  m u s­
in g , o r he  is  g o n e  asid e , o r he  is  in  a  jo u rn e y , 
o r p e ra d v e n tu re  he  s le ep e th , a n d  m u s t be  
aw aked . A n d  th e y  c ried  a loud , a n d  cu t 
th e m se lv e s  a f te r  th e i r  m a n n e r  w ith  k n iv e s  
a n d  lan ce s , t i l l  th e  b lood  g u sh e d  o u t up o n  
th e m .” M y fr ie n d , th e  c le rg y m a n , w ill 
k n o w  th a t  th e  b i t in g  sa rc a sm  of E l i ja h  w ill 
n o t b e a r a  l i te r a l  tr a n s la t io n . T h e  o r ig in a l , 
w h ich  th e  R ev ised  V ers io n  tr a n s la te s  “  g o n e  
a s id e ,” is  th e  p la in e s t k in d  of w ords r e la t in g  
to  so m e th in g  w h ich  G od is  n o t su pposed  
to  do.

Now  th e se  sam e je e r in g  w ords a re  a p p li­
c a b le  to  th e  o rth o d o x y  o f th e  p re s e n t d a y .



5
T he ca lling ' h a s  n o t o n ly  b een  fro m  “  m o rn ­
ing  even t i l l  n o o n ,”  b u t fo r  tw e n ty  d re a ry  
cen turies, in  w h ich  no  vo ice  h a s  b een  hea rd . 
In  fa c t i t  w as  a ll  a  m a n ’s l i fe  w as  w o rth , 
even tw en ty  c e n tu r ie s  a g o , to  affirm  th a t  he  
had h eard  a  voice o r cou ld  co m m u n ica te  w ith  
the A lm ig h ty . E v en  in  th e  d a y s  o f J e s u s  
C hris t th e  B ib le  w as  co n sid e red  su ffic ien t, 
and  Je su s  w as cruc ified  b ecau se  H e  affirm ed 
th a t He w ho m ad e  th e  B ib le  h a d  g iv e n  to  
H im  a n  a p p e n d ix  o r  s u p p le m e n t to  th e  
S crip tu res . God w a s  d u m b  (as in te rp re te d  
by th e  p riests ) in  th e  d a y s  o f  C a ia p h a s  an d  
P o n tiu s  P ila te .  I t  is  c le a r  to  m e th a t  m odern  
preachers a re  p ro p h e ts  o f th e  m oon , a n d  
w illing  to re ad  th e i r  t i t l e s  to  m a n s io n s  in  th e  
skies by  re flec ted  l ig h t ,  y ea , th e  l ig h t  o f a 
dark  la n te rn  h e ld  b y  J o h n  C a lv in , o r som e 
o ther a n c ie n t Jo h n . I  p re f e r  th e  s u n l ig h t 
of persona l in s p ira t io n . T h e  p h o n o g ra p h  
w hich God u sed  in  sp e a k in g  th e  B ib le  w as  
H ebrew  an d  G reek . T h e se  la n g u a g e s  a re  
dead ; th e re fo re , G od is  n o t d o in g  th e  f a i r  
th in g  to p u t off th e  p re s e n t a g e  w ith  a 
garb led  tr a n s la t io n  o f  w h a t H e is  supposed  
to  have sa id  to  m en  w ho  a re  lo n g  s in ce  dead  
w ith th e ir  dead  la n g u a g e . C om e, m y  fr ie n d , 
you acknow ledge th a t  i t  ta k e s  a s  m uch  in ­
sp ira tio n  to  re a d  th e  B ib le  a s  i t  d id  to  w rite  
it, fo r you say  th a t  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t  w ill lead  
us in to  a ll t r u th . N ow  c o u ld n ’t  th e  H o ly  
S p irit ju s t  ch u ck  in  a  few  n ew  w o rd s occa­
sionally  ? C ou ldn ’t  th e  sam e  H o ly  S p ir i t  
m ake a new  re v e la tio n  in  m o d ern  la n g u a g e , 
in stead  of fo o lin g  aw ay  so  m uch  tim e  d ig ­
g in g  ou t th e  m e a n in g  o f th e  d ead  w ords o f 
dead m en  ? I t  is  so  r e f r e s h in g  to  d r in k  a t  
the F o u n ta in  in s te a d  o f d a b b lin g  in  th e  
d ir ty  w a te r  o f th e  b ra n c h . B esid es , you  
know, God is u n d e r  ju s t  a s  m a n y  o b lig a tio n s  
to you a s  H e is  to  a n y  one . H e can  sp eak  to  
you ju s t a s  e a s ily  a s  H e  sp o k e  to  P a u l  o r 
P e te r. T h e re  i s n ’t  a n y th in g  sm a ll ab o u t 
God. H e is  n o t con fined  to  sea so n s , tim es , 
persons, p laces, o r la n g u a g e . T h e  f a c t  is  
th a t God n ev e r w ro te  a  book. H e sp o k e  to  
men, an d  m en  w ro te  dow n a ll th e y  could  re ­
m em ber. J e s u s  C h ris t p ro m ised  H is  d is ­
ciples th a t  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t  w ou ld  “ b r in g  to  
th e ir  rem em b ran ce  ”  a l l  th a t  H e  h a d  sa id  to  
them . T h e re  is  w h e re  you  find  th e  in s p ira ­
tion  of G od ; n o t in  a  book, b u t in  th e  S p ir i t  
of T ru th . N o one  h a s  a  c o rn e r  on  th e  S p ir i t  

T ru th . I t  sh in e s  fo r  a l l  a n d  i t  sh in e s  
forever. T h e  re v e la tio n s  o f  m o d e rn  tim e s  
are  m ade in  m odern  la n g u a g e . S om e o f th e  
m ost w on d erfu l w o rd s sp o k en  to  m e by  th e  
S p ir it o f T ru th  w ere  in  th e  co m m o n est k in d  
of slan g . Y ou m u s t look  fo r  a  n a tu r a l  G od 
and  n o t an  a r t if ic ia l  idol. T h e  S p ir i t  of 
T ru th  rev ea ls  r ic h  t r u th s  to  th o se  w ho be­
come as l i t t le  c h ild re n . I t  is  n o t on s t i l t s  
hu t on th e  e a r th  th a t  G od w a lk s  w ith  m en . 
I had  ra th e r  h e a r  one  w ord  d ire c tly  fro m  God 
th an  to  h ave  a ll  th e  v o lu m es w r it te n  b y  o th e r  
men. D on’t  be  sh ocked  w h en  I affirm  th a t  
God som etim es sp e a k s  to  m e in  s la n g . H e 
couldn’t  use a n y  to u g h e r  to n g u e  to  m e th a n  
He did to  E li ja h  a n d  m a n y  o th e r s  w hom  you 
acknow ledge a s  th e  m o u th -p ieces  o f th e  
Holy S p ir it . T h e  la n g u a g e  o f th e  B ib le  is 
the com m on la n g u a g e  o f  th e  com m on peop le  
° f th a t  day . I  find  o u t, d a y  b y  d ay , th a t  
God is th e  m o s t n a tu r a l  B e in g  in  a ll th e  
universe .

C H R I S T I A N
Y ou say  th a t  th e  B ib le  is  th e  o n ly  su re  

a n c h o r  to  th e  sou l. A n  a n c h o r  is  ju s t  w h a t 
re l ig io n is ts  h av e  m ade  o f th e  B ib le . T h e  
sou l h a s  b een  an ch o red  in  th e  S lo u g h  of 
D espond  by  th e  in te rp re ta tio n  w h ich  re l i­
g io n is ts  h av e  p laced  on  th e  B ib le . H ope is  
ca lled  a n  a n c h o r to  th e  s o u l ; y e t r e l ig io n is ts  
m ak e  th e  g re a t  m a jo r i ty  o f m a n k in d  hope­
less . O n ly  a  few  can  hope to  g e t  to  h eaven .

B y  th e  w ay , you  say , “  I f  G od d id n ’t  m ean  
w h a t H e sa id , w hy  d id n ’t  H e say  w h a t H e 
m e a n t? ”  T ru e !  Y ou a re  ta u g h t  by  th e  
B ib le  to  sp r in k le  w a te r  on in f a n ts  a n d  call 
i t  b a p t i s m ; b u t w h en  I w as  a n  o rthodox  
c le rg y m a n  th e  sam e B ib le  ta u g h t  m e to  b a p ­
tiz e  a d u lts  o n ly , a n d  to  p u t th em  u n d e r th e  
w a te r . “ N ow  if  G od d id n ’t  m ean  w h a t H e 
sa id , w h y  d id n ’t  H e  sa y  w h a t H e m e a n t ?” 
W ho  is  to  ju d g e ?  Y o u r B ib le  te ac h es  you  
th a t  h e ll is  a  p lace  o f en d less  p u n is h m e n t; 
m y  B ib le  te a c h e s  m e th a t  h e ll is  a  co n d itio n  
o f u n fo ld m e n t; b u t th a t  m en  p ass  th ro u g h  
th i s  co n d itio n  a n d  e n te r  in to  en d less  joy . 
W ho  is  to  ju d g e  ? Y ou a re  ju s t  a s  h o n e s t as 
I  a m ; b u t you a re  w ro n g  a n d  I am  r ig h t .  
G od saw  th e  e n d  fro m  th e  b e g in n in g  an d  
kn ew  th a t  i t  w as Good. B u t y o u r in te rp re ­
ta t io n  m ak es  G od see en d le ss  ev il, a n d  y e t 
H e  m ak es  th e  b e g in n in g  o f th a t  w h ich  can 
n e v e r  end . I t  is  th e  fa ls e  in te rp re ta tio n  of 
G od w h ich  m ak es  o rth o d o x y  h id eo u s . G od 
is  G o o d ; a n d  a s  G od is  A ll, th e re fo re  A ll is  
Good. T h e  o n ly  g e n u in e  in s p ira t io n  is  th e  
in s p ira t io n  o f th e  D iv in ity  w h ich  s t i r s  
w ith in  you. Y ou  c a n ’t  g e t o u t o f G o d ; 
th e re fo re  G od is  th e  a n c h o r  o f th e  soul.

TH E R E  A R E  T E A C H E R S.

Y es, th e re  a re  te a c h e rs  an d  le a d e rs ; b u t 
n o t m an y . D id  you  ev e r s to p  to  th in k  how  
few  lead e rs  th e re  a re  in  th is  w orld , a n d  how  
few  o f th e  m an y  a re  a liv e ?  T h e n , a g a in , 
d id  you  ev e r look  a t  th e  l i s t  o f le ad e rs  an d  
th in k  how  m a n y  a re  d ead  ? A n d , a g a in , d id  
yo u  e v e r e x a m in e  a n d  see how  m a n y  a re  
th o se  w ho h av e  b een  d ead  a  lo n g , lo n g  tim e  ? 
W h en  you  g e t  th ro u g h  w ith  th is  e x a m in a ­
tio n  you  w ill find  th a t  a ll th e  l iv in g  te ac h e rs , 
w ith  b u t few  ex cep tio n s , a re  m ere  echoes 
fro m  th e  dead . E v e n  n u m b e r one—th e  fa ­
m ous, o r  in fam o u s , n u m b e r one—A dam , is 
q u o ted  a n d  looked  a t  a s  a  fo re ru n n e r  o f us 
a ll. I s  i t  n o t q u ee r w h a t a  c a r ic a tu re  we 
h a v e  m ad e  o f  A d am  a n d  E v e ?  T h e  m an , 
A dam , is  a  k in d  o f a n c ie n t H en p eck  w ho is  
w eak  en o u g h  to  fo llow  h is  w ife  a n d  th e  se r­
p e n t in to  s in  a n d  b a n k ru p tc y  ; a n d  we d o n 't  
even  say , “  P o o r  old A d am .”  I t  is  A dam , n o t 
even  M r. A d am , o r C olonel A dam , b u t 
A d a m ; a n d  th e  m o s t o f u s  w a n t to  say  
A -dam  a n d  em p h as ize  th e  la s t  sy llab le . H e 
is looked  u pon , n o t o n ly  a s  th e  cau se  o f a ll 
o u r tro u b le s , b u t a s  b e in g  th e  w e a k lin g  in  
b lu n d e r in g  in to  m o r ta l ity . E v e ry  tim e  th e  
m o r ta l m an  th in k s  o f th e  r ip e  f r u i t  an d  
c o o lin g  sh ad es  o f E d en  he  w a n ts  to  say , 
w ith  e m p h a s is  : ‘ ‘ W h a t a  fool ou r fo re fa th e r , 
A d am , w as  to  be led in to  su ch  a tra p . H e 
p laced  on a ll  h is  p ro g e n y  th e  b u rd en  o f to il 
an d  sw ea t. I f  i t  h a d n ’t been  fo r  h is  w eak­
n ess  an d  fo o lish n ess  w e w ould  a ll be in  E d en  
e n jo y in g  ou rse lv es by  co o lin g  w a te rs , a n d , 
e a t in g  f ru its ,  w h ich  g row  w ith o u t la b o r  o r  :

th e  sw ea t o f th e  fa c e .”  S uch  is  ou r v iew  of 
A dam , th e  f irs t leader.

E v e  is  s im p ly  a  w om an  fu ll o f c u rio s ity  
a n d  read y  to  ta k e  up  a n y  new  fad . B e in g  
id le, a n d  w a n tin g  am usem en t, she  g e ts  in to  
c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  th e  sn ak e—and, o f cou rse , 
is  h y p n o tized . In  seek in g  m ore w isdom  
fro m  su ch  a  source sh e  loses w h a t l i t t le  
sen se  she  had . T h is  is  ou r view  of E v e , th e  
f irs t w om an , th e  one w ho se t th e  fa sh io n  
o f fo llo w in g  th e  dev il. B u t we sp eak  m ore 
g e n tly  o f E v e . T h e  v e ry  nam e E v e  is  
spoken  w ith  re sp ec t a n d  reverence . She is 
looked  up o n  a s  a c leve r w om an, w h ile  A dam  
is  looked upon  a s  a  fool. W e can a ll  fo rg iv e  
a n d  even  le a rn  to  re sp ec t c leve rness , even 
in  a  v il la in , b u t a  foo l is  n ev er fo rg iv en . 
T h e  w om an  is  ab o u t th e  sam e now  a s  she  
w as in  E v e , a n d  th e  m an , too, fo r  th a t  
m a tte r , is  a b o u t th e  sam e th a t  he  w as  in 
A dam . T h e  tw o  a re  f a i r  sam p les o f th e  
race . I t  is  a m u s in g  to  see how  c lo se ly  we 
h ave  fo llow ed th e  p a tte rn  g iv en  u s  in  E den . 
T h e  w it, th e  h u m o ris t, g e ts  a t  th e  le a d in g  
lin e s  of M o th e r E ve, an d  h e r  d a u g h te rs , in  
th e  p re s e n t day . In  J u d g e  we h a v e  th is  
c lev e r sk e tch  :

F a d s  a re  a s  m uch  a  p a r t  o f th e  fem ale  
n a tu re  a s  sh if tle s sn e s s  is o f a  f id d le r’s, a n ’ 
in  m o s t cases w e h av e  to  ta k e  ’em  a lo n g  w ith  
th e  w om an  a n ’ t r y  to  look p le a sa n t. I f  a  
m a n  d o esn ’t  oppose a w om an  in  h a v in ’ h e r  
ow n w ay  sh e  w o n ’t  th in k  she h a s  a n y  w ay  
to  have . T h e  f a t te r  w om an g i t s  to  be  th e  
m ore sh e  loves to  h ave  som e m a n  ca ll h e r  
“ l i t t le  g i r l .”  A n  in te ll ig e n t y o u n g  w om an  
w ill in t r u s t  h e r  h e a r t  to  th e  k e e p in ’ o f  a  
m an  th a t  a coarse , ig n o ra n t b u tc h e r  w o u ld n ’t  
t r u s t  fo r  a pound  o f liver. I t  is  p oss ib le  to  
g i t  a  ho g  b ack  in to  a  pen  v ia  th e  ho le  
th ro u g h  w h ich  he m ade h is  escape  b y  m a k in ’ 
c e r ta in  a llo w an ces  fo r  h is  m eth o d s o f re a ­
s o n in ’ a n ’ p ro ceed in ’ in  th is  w ise : G it th e  
a n im a l’s nose a im ed  a t  th e  hole, g ra s p  h im  
firm ly  b y  th e  n a r r a t iv e  a n d  p u ll b ack  a s  h a rd  
a s  you  can . T h e  in te lle c tu a l c r i t t e r  w ill 
th in k  you a re  c o n s p ir in ’ to  keep  h im  ou t o f 
h is  r ig h ts ,  a n ’ he w ill d a sh  in  a s  i f  sh o t fro m  
a h ow itzer. T h e  fe m in in e  m ind  likew ise  
goes b y  c o n tra r ie s—you know  sh e  w ill be­
cause  you  th in k  she  w o n ’t. W h a t is  b es t 
fo r  h e r  sh e  w ill n o t have , a n ’ fo r  th a t  w h ich  
is  n o t good  fo r h e r  she m ig h tily  y e a rn s .

T h is , o f course, is  a  ca rica tu re  ; b u t never 
th e le ss  it  is  a  v e ry  good lik en ess  o t  
m o rta l w om an. S h e  is  t th e  very  q u in t­
essence  o f cu ten ess  ; b u t a s  a leade r she is in  
th e  sam e old ro ad  wl 'h  M o ther E v e  i n v -  
eled. S h a rp , sh rew d , b u t .sily  h y p n o tized , 
is w om an . M an could  n o t g e t a lo n g  very 
w ell u n le s s  he  could  b lam e th e  dev il an d  
w om an  fo r  a ll  h is  b lu n d e rs  an d  tro u b les . I t  
is  th e  sam e old s to ry  o f A dam , a n d  h u m an  
n a tu re  h a s  ch an g ed  very  l i t t le  s ince  th e  
m o rn in g  s ta r s  s a n g  to g e th e r .

B u t if  w e go  a ro u n d  an d  a ro u n d  in  th is  
c irc le , fo llo w in g  A dam  a n d  E v e , w e w ill 
n ev e r g e t an y w h e re , an d  w ill be d izzy  an d  
b lin d  by  th e  cease less  w h irl. T h e re  m u s t be 
a  N ew  A dam  an d  a N ew  E ve. A  new  p a th  
m u s t be opened  an d  a  new  le a d in g  in a u g u ­
ra te d . T h e  ta lk  o f th e  N ew  M an  a n d  th e  
N ew  W om an  is  n o t a ll fu n . T h e re  is  sense  
in  it , a n d  a  prophecy .

T h e re  is  no  lo n g e r  need  o f echoes. T h e  
echoes a re  so th ic k  th e y  a re  b le n d in g  w ith  
each  o th e r , a n d  a n  u n c e r ta in , ru m b lin g  
sou n d  com es fo r th  so th a t  no  one voice o f 
th e  p a s t  is  d is tin c tly  h eard . A n o th e r  an d  

! m ig h tie r  voice m u s t sp e a k  in to  th e  m e n ta l
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atm osphere , c lea r u p  th e  B aby lon  of co n fu ­
sion , and  in te rp re t, o r h u sh , th e  voices of 
th e  dead.

Once in  school th e  te ac h e r w as ad d re ss in g  
a  c lass of th eo lo g ica l s tu d en ts . H e said , 
“ Y oung g e n tle m e n , d o n ’t  w ear yourse lves 
ou t cu ttin g  s tu b b le .”  T h e  y o u n g  m en a ll 
knew  w hat he  m ean t. T h e  s tu b b le  is  th e  
sh o rt ends o f th e  w h ea t s ta lk s  le f t a f te r  th e  
h a rv es t. I t  is  useless to  ru n  a  h a rv e s te r  
over th e  s tu b b le  fields. I t  w ould w ear out 
th e  m ach ine , th e  horses, th e  m en, fo r 
n o th in g . How  m an y  m en a re  c u tt in g  
s tu b b le ! or ra th e r , g o in g  over th e  stu b b le  
fields c u tt in g  n o th in g  ! Y ou h e a r  th e  r a t t le  
o f th e  m achine b u t no t a  g ra in  of w h ea t is 
g a th e re d  in to  th e  g a rn e r .

T h ere  is ju s t  a s  m uch good w h ea t a s  ever. 
O u t o f th e  In f in ite  S upp ly  of ideas th e re  is 
a  g re a t h a rv e s t w hich  h as n ev er been 
touched. T h e  w isdom  o f th e  p a s t an d  
p resen t is n o th in g  to  be com pared w ith  w h a t 
is w a itin g  fo r us in  th e  unexp lo red  rea lm  of 
ideas. T h ere  is  s t il l m ore an d  m ore to  
follow . B ut th e  leaders an d  te ac h e rs  m ust 
g e t th e ir  supply  from  h ead q u arte rs . “  T h u s  
s a ith  the  L o rd ” ra n g  ou t from  th e  m en w ho 
m ade h is to ry  a n d  a re  s t i l l  m a k in g  h is to r y ; 
b u t the  tim e is  com e fo r th e  old cry  to  go 
fo r th  from  h u m an  h ea rts , “  T h u s  sa ith  th e  
L o rd  ” un to  me. I  A m  h as  spoken to  me. 
H e a r  ye th e  W ord of G od w hich h a s  come to 
m e . T h e  L ord  is  n o t dum b. T he  m en who 
spoke and  w rote in  th e  d ay s of old g o t th e ir  
w isdom  out o f th e  unseen  a n d  unknow n. 
T h e y  d id n ’t  ex h au s t the  supp ly  or close up 
th e  F o u n ta in . T h e  W ay an d  th e  D oor is  
s t il l open fo r a ll w ho w ill lis ten  to  th e  in n e r  
voice of th e  I  A m  th a t  I  Am.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

“ C oncen tra tion  and  In s p ira t io n ,” b y  S a ra  
T hacker. P ap er, pp. 88; SO cen ts . A ddress 
th e  au tho r, A pplegate , P la c e r  Co., C al.

“  Soul G row th ,” by M ary  C ham pion  P ra t t .  
P aper, pp. 61; 15 cen ts . A ddress th e  au th o r , 
O sh k o sh , W is.

-“ T he G rea tes t T h in g  E v e r  K n o w n ,” by 
R a lp h  W aldo T rin e . C loth, pp. 55 ; 35 cen ts . 
T . Y. Crow ell & Co., 100 P u rc h a se  s tre e t, 
B o s to n ; 4b E- 14th s tre e t, N ew  Y ork.

*** F ro m  H arper's B a za r:
“ W h a t’s th e  m a tte r , Jo h n n ie  ; you seem  to 

be  fee lin g  good ?”  asked  one of h is  f a th e r ’s 
ne ighbo rs.

“ G r e a t! W e g o t C h ris tian  Science over t ’ 
o u r house ,” sa id  th e  boy, as he m unched  one 
d o u g h n u t and  w aved a  second in  th e  a ir.

“ C h ris tian  S c ien ce? W h a t do you m e a n ?” 
In q u ired  th e  puzzled  n e ighbo r.

“  I t ’s ju s t  im m ense !” c r ie d th e b o y . “ B est 
th in g  th a t  ever happened . I t ’s ju s t th e  boss, 
I  te ll y o u !”

“ I  h ave  heard  th a t  it  som etim es did w on­
d e rs ,” observed th e  n e ighbo r, “ b u t I  d id n ’t 
suppose  boys knew  m uch ab o u t it. H as it 
benefited  you, J o h n n ie ? ”

“ B enefited  m e !”  echoed Jo h n n ie . “ Y ou 
ju s t  b e t it  h a s ! I t ’s g r e a t ! W hen  you’re  
C h ris tian  Science, you know , you a in ’t never 
sick. B enefited  m e?  I should  say  i t  had. 
I  k in  slosh  a round  in  th e  snow  a ll day  now 
a n d  ea t 14 doughnu ts , an d  m a never says a 
word, fo r I  c a n ’t  be sick—see?  I ju s t c a n ’t 
be s ic k !”

SUNLIGHT SERMONS.

I .—T h e  W ar m  F a c e .

M A R IE  E D IT H  B E N  YON.

A li t t le  g ir l  w ho h ad  been  p u t to  bed an d  
le f t a lone  in th e  d a rk , ca lled  to  h e r  m o ther, 
w ho w as in  an  a d jo in in g  room  : “ M am m a,
I ’m a fra id  ; w o n ’t  you  com e a n d  s i t  b eside  
me ?”

“ N o ; go to  s le ep ,” w as th e  rep ly . 
“ T h e re ’s n o th in g  to  be a fra id  of, a n d  I ’m 
b u sy .”

“ B u t i t ’s  lo n e ly  h ere  by  m yse lf. I  w a n t 
som ebody to  com e.”

A g a in  th e  m o th e r re fu sed  to  go , a d d in g  
th e  t h r e a t :

“ I f  you d o n ’t  s to p  b o th e r in g  m e a n d  be 
q u ie t, I ’l l  p u n ish  you. H e re ’s y o u r r a g  d o l l ; 
ta k e  i t  a n d  h u s h .”

“  I d o n ’t  w a n t d o lly ,”  sa id  th e  ch ild , sad ly . 
“ Y ou know  th a t  God is a lw ay s  w ith  you. 

N o th in g  can  h ap p en  to  you  w here  H e is ,”  
reaso n ed  th e  m o ther.

“  I d o n ’t  w a n t dolly  an d  I d o n ’t  w a n t G od ,” 
w as th e  s ta r t l in g  r e t o r t ; “  I  -want something  
■u/ith a w arm  face / ”

T h is  is  a  tru e  s to ry  o f a  re a l ch ild , an d  
w hen I f irs t h ea rd  it, i t  touched  a re sp o n s iv e  
chord  in  m y ow n sad  h e a rt . “ T h a t  is  ju s t  
like  m e,”  I sa id  to  m yse lf. “  I  am  a lo n e , in  
th e  d a rk , tire d  of m y m o rta l se lf  w ith  its  
lim ita tio n s . I, too , w a n t s o m e th in g ; n o t 
a n y  o f th e  do lls  th a t  th e  w orld  offers m e, 
te l lin g  m e to  ta k e  th e m  an d  h u s h ; n o t th e  
f a r  aw ay  God w ho m u st be reached  by th eo ­
lo g ica l creed  an d  b lin d  fa i th ,  b u t something 
w ith a w arm  face."

T h e  rea so n  w hy  e v e ry th in g  w as d a rk  
a ro u n d  m e w as because  I  w as in  b o n d ag e . I  
w as m e n ta lly  c ram p ed  a n d  bo u n d  dow n, a n d  
could  n o t th in k  m y ow n th o u g h ts  o r liv e  m y 
own life . T h a t  is  rea lly  th e  sad d es t a n d  
lo n e lie s t p lace  on e a r th . I  d id  n o t know- 
th e n  th a t  it  w as  p o ss ib le  fo r  m y s p ir i t  to  be 
free  fro m  its  te m p o ra l e n v ir o n m e n t; I g av e  
m y se lf  up  to  th e  e x is t in g  in fluences and  
c o n d itio n s  an d  becam e co rresp o n d in g ly  
m orb id . T h e  co rds tig h te n e d , th e y  w ere 
h u r t in g  m e, th ey  w ere g ra d u a lly  ta k in g  m y 
life . H e a r t  a n d  flesh w ere f a i l in g , jo y  w as 
h id d en  fro m  m e, th e  b eau ty  w as g o n e  from  
th e  face  o f N a tu re , an d  on ev ery  side w ere 
m ise ry , so rrow , a n d  u se less  s tru g g le s  w ith  
fa te .

M y fr ie n d s  offered co n so la tio n  an d  rep roo f 
a s  th e y  saw  fit. “  I  d o n ’t  see w hy you  shou ld  
be u n h a p p y ,” sa id  one. “ Y ou h ave  ev e ry ­
th in g ,” lo o k in g  a round  a t  m y v is ib le  com ­
fo r ts .

A n o th e r  asked  so lem n ly : “ Is  y o u r soul 
saved , d e a r?  N o th in g  m a tte r s  so m uch  as  
th a t . ”

I to ld  h e r  I d id n ’t ca re  w h e th e r i t  w as or 
n o t ;  I  w as sick  an d  tire d  of h e a r in g  ab o u t 
m y soul.

A  th ird  sa id  I w as m ise rab le  because  I 
w a sn ’t d o in g  m y du ty . I  m u s t go  to  ch u rch  
an d  p ra y e r  m ee tin g  m ore re g u la r ly . I  m u s t 
a tte n d  c lass  m ee tin g  an d  te s tify . I f  m y 
s p ir itu a l co n d ition  w as im p a ired , th e  people 
w ould p ray  fo r m e a n d  e v e ry th in g  w ould be 
r ig h t a g a in .

T h ey  th ru s t  back  a g a in  in to  m y n e rv e le ss  
a rm s th e  ra g  doll ca lled  R elig io n , sa y in g  :

“ T a k e  it , d ea r. T a k e  i t  a n d  h u sh . W e have 
n o th in g  b e t te r  to  o ffer you  ; th e r e  is n o th in g  
b e t te r .”

I t  w as r a th e r  a d ila p id a te d  do ll. I  had  
to rn  a ll th e  s tu ffin g s  o u t o f i t  in  my 
s tru g g le s , a n d  c a s t  i t  a s id e  in  d is g u s t . B u t 
th e y  fixed i t  a g a in  fo r  m e. T h e  m in is te r  
took  i t  u p  a n d  a sk e d  s m il in g ly :  “ W h a t’s 
th e  m a t te r  w ith  i t ?  W h a t is  th e r e  a b o u t it  
th a t  you  d o n ’t  lik e  ?”

I co m p la in ed  th a t  i t  w as  co ld  a n d  I d id n ’t 
lik e  th e  feet o f i t ; t h a t  i t  w as e m p tin e s s  itse lf , 
a n d  so c o u ld n ’t  fill a n y t h i n g ; th a t  to  m y 
m in d  i t  w as  th e  sp o k en  w ord  o f  m a n , an d  
m an -fo o l a t  t h a t ; an d , in  sh o r t , I  d id n ’t  w a n t 
it . B u t he  covered  th e  sa w d u s t th a t  w as 
s p i l l in g  o u t o f th e  c re a tu re , a n d  decked  i t  
in  new  finery . W h en  i t  w a s  fin ish ed  he 
sa id  : “  T h e re  now  ! T h a t ’s b e a u tifu l . N o­
body  could  find  fa u l t  w ith  th a t .  T a k e  i t  an d  
be a t  r e s t .”

O h yes, I  took  i t .  T h e re  seem ed  no  w ay 
o f g e t t in g  r id  o f it .

A n d  o th e r  d o lls  w ere  m ade  to  k eep  th i s  one 
c o m p a n y ; n ice , c h e e rfu l d o lls  th e y  w ere, 
w ith  th e i r  s ta r in g  ey es  a n d  o p en  m o u th s , 
re a d y  to  sw allow  e v e ry th in g  t h a t  cam e in  
s ig h t—b ig  w h a le s  on  th e  lo o k o u t fo r  a 
J o n a h  ! T h e re  w as  R e p o n s ib i li ty , a  k in d  of 
a  Ja c k - in -th e -b o x  ; you  could  lo ck  i t  dow n , o r 
th in k  you  h a d  done so, b u t i t  w ou ld  pop  up  
a g a in  a n d  m ak e  you  w ish  y o u rs e lf  dead . 
T h e re  w as  D u ty , a  p a p e r  do ll, s tu ffed  w ith  
le g a l s ta tu te s  a n d  th e  te n  c o m m a n d m e n ts , 
a n d  supposed  to  h av e  b een  b e q u e a th e d  to  
m o r ta l i ty  in  th e  y e a r  one. O h, th e i r  n am e  
w as leg io n  ; b u t a m o n g  a ll th e  do lls  th a t  w ere  
g iv e n  to  m e, n o t one h ad  a  “  w arm  face ."

A n d  how  tire d  I w as c a r r y in g  th e m , th e y  
w ere  dead  w e ig h ts ! I  w as s ic k  fo r  aw h ile , 
sick  in  m in d  a n d  body , a n d  m y  do lls , w h ich  
I had  no s t r e n g th  to  hold , w ere  la id  aw ay  on 
a  sh e lf . T h e  o n ly  re l ie f  a v a ila b le  h a d  com e, 
—an  u t te r  in c a p a c ity  to  h o ld  a n y th in g .

I f  I h ad  d ied  th e n  I sh o u ld  h av e  g o n e  
aw ay  fo rev e r fro m  d o lls  a n d  do ll-houses in to  
th e  b e a u tifu l te m p le  o f T ru th .  A s  i t  w as, I  
g o t w ell an d  re a liz ed  d im ly  th a t  th e  te m p le  
door w as open to  m e in  th is  w orld .

A s I la n g u id ly  re su m ed  m y p lace  in  l i f e ’s 
a c tiv ity , th i s  th o u g h t cam e to  m e : “  W h a t­
soever th in g s  a re  h o n es t, w h a tso e v e r  th in g s  
a re  p u re , w h a tso e v e r  th in g s  a re  lo v e ly , 
w h a tso ev e r th in g s  a re  o f good re p o r t—th in k  
on th e se  th in g s .”

H ere  w as  a liv in g  w ord. I t  w as th e  f irs t 
f a in t  g lim m e r o f G ood, th e  “ so m e th in g  
w ith  a w arm  fa c e .”  I fo u n d  th a t  by f i ll in g  
m y  m in d  w ith  th e  p o sitiv e  a ff irm a tio n s  o f 
sp ir it ,  I  h a d  no room  fo r  th e  n e g a tiv e  s t a te ­
m e n ts  o f m an . W h a t do a ll th e  e m p ty  
w ords m ean  w h ich  a re  b e in g  sp o k en  in  th e  
w orld  to d ay  by  m o rta l th o u g h t ? T h e y  a re  
sim p ly  m a n ’s co n fess io n  o f h is  ow n w e a k ­
ness , m a n ’s co n d em n a tio n  o f h im se lf . 
S p ir it , b e in g  a l l  s t r e n g th , a ll  fu lln e ss , h a s  
n a u g h t to  do w ith  a d m iss io n s  o f e m p tin e s s . 
I t  know s n e ith e r  th e  th in g  n o r i t s  n am e . I t  
h a s  n o th in g  to  do w ith  co n fe ss io n s  o f c rim e  
or s in , because  i t  re co g n ize s  no  law  o r  code 
o f m orals. I t  is  a  law  u n to  its e lf . T h e  
s p ir i tu a l  m in d  is  n o t su b je c t to  th e  law , 
n e ith e r , indeed , c an  be. I t  sp e a k s  th e  liv in g  
w ord, fo r  i t  k n o w s no o th e r .
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T he e m a n c ip a tio n  o f th e  s p i r i tu a l  n a tu re  

from  th e  th ra ld o m  o f  m o r ta l i ty ,  th e  b o n d a g e  
of m en ta l s e rv itu d e , a n d  th e  w e ig h t o f th e  
w orld’s dolls, is  n o t a c c o m p lish e d  im m ed i­
a tely . I t  ta k e s  tim e  to  c h a n g e  c o n d itio n s . 
But oh, d e a r h e a r t ! how  sw e e t i t  is  to  see 
the g lim m er g ro w  in to  a  g r e a t  l ig h t ,  a n d  to  
know th a t  we a re  c o m in g  o u t o f  th e  d a rk ­
ness and  s la v e ry  o f  so  c a lle d  e v il in to  th e  
g lorious s u n l ig h t  a n d  l ib e r ty  o f  th e  “A l l  
G o o d r

T he asp ec t o f h u m a n ity  d e p e n d s  up o n  th e  
c lea rness o f o u r ow n v is io n . A  le t te r  fro m  
a lite ra ry  g e n tle m a n  lie s  u p o n  m y  ta b le . 
He c o n g ra tu la te s  m e u p o n  w h a t h e  is  
pleased to  c a ll th e  b r i ll ia n c e  o f m y  f irs t p u b ­
lished book (w hich  b y  th e  w ay , I  re g a r d  to  
some e x te n t a s  a  re lic  o f m y d ead  se lf), an d  
adds: “ I hope y o u r s to r ie s  w ill a lw a y s  be 
good as  w ell a s  c lev e r, a n d  th a t  you  w ill 
keep befo re  you  th e  g r e a t  a im  o f l i f t in g  
fa llen  h u m a n ity  a n d  m a k in g  th i s  sad  w orld  
better. R em em b er th e re  is  a  d iffe ren ce  b e ­
tw een b r ill ia n c e  a n d  so lid  w o rth , b e tw een  
th e  glow  a n d  fe rv o r  o f  a  p o e tic  s p i r i t  a n d  
th e  s in g le n e ss  o f a  re l ig io u s  p u rp o s e .”

W hen w e c o n s id e r  t h a t  poo r s in n e rs  a re  
d ro pp ing  in to  h e ll e v e ry  d a y  b ecau se  w e a re  
no t suffic ien tly  in  e a rn e s t  a b o u t th e i r  sou ls, 
we are  c o n s tra in e d  to  p a u se  a n d  ask , “  H ow  
am I u s in g  th e  ta l e n ts  G od h a s  g iv e n  m e ? ” 
etc., e tc ., ad  infinitum .

My s p ir i t  tu r n e d  u p  th e  w h ite s  o f  i t s  eyes 
and  g ro an ed  fo r  a n  h o n r  a f t e r  re a d in g  th a t  
passage. I t  w a s  to o  t i re d  to  sp eak . I f  such  
a  s ta te  o f a f fa irs  e x is ts  in  r e a l i ty ,  i t  w ere  
b e tte r  fo r m an  i f  h e  h a d  n e v e r  b een  b o rn . 
I f  we m u st s t ru g g le  fo r  th e  s a lv a tio n  o f ou r 
own sou ls a n d  th e  so u ls  o f  a l l  o th e r  floun- 
d e rin g  im m o r ta ls , w h a t a  h e ll o f a  w o rld  it 
is to  be su re , a n d  w h a t go o d  is  acco m p lish ed  ?

Y oung  m an , s te p  up  h e re . I  h a v e  som e­
th in g  to  say  to  yo u  b e fo re  I  la u n c h  in to  m y 
serm on. Y o u r ca se  is  se r io u s . I  a s k  p e r­
m ission to t r e a t  i t  m e n ta lly . Y ou h a v e  been  
exposing  y o u rse lf  to  th e  m a la r ia l  a tm o s ­
phere of th e  C le ric a l I n s t i tu t io n  a n d  h av e  
caugh t th e  d e v il-h a tc h in g  fev e r , in  o th e r  
words, s p i r i tu a l  d e lir iu m  tre m e n s . Y ou  see 
se rpen ts  c o n tin u a lly , a n d  h e a r  h is se s , w h ere  
there  is on ly  th e  b e a u ty  o f in f in i te  g o o d n ess  
and  th e  m u s ic  o f  th e  E te rn a l .  M y t r e a t ­
m en ts a re  fre e . T h is  r is e n  I  A m  h a s n ’t  
hung  ou t h e r  s h in g le  y e t. G o ! a n d  m ay  th e  
S p ir it o f T r u th  g o  w ith  you . L o rd  k n o w s 
you need it.

T o re tu rn  to  m y su b je c t . T h e  m ore  co n ­
scious I am  o f m y h a rm o n io u s  v ib ra tio n  
w ith  th e  S p ir i t  o f L ife , w h ich  is  God, th e  
m ore d ifficult i t  is  fo r  m e to  dea l w ith  th e  
em pty  w ords o f th e  o u ts id e  w o rld . T h ey  
are  f a s t  b eco m in g  a  d ead  la n g u a g e  to  m e. 
F a llen , w eak , s in fu l ,  lo s t, how  s t r a n g e  th e y  
sound  a n d  w h a t do th e y  m ean  ?

W hen I w as  a  su f fe r in g  J e s u s  I  liv ed  in  a  
world o f n e g a tio n  a n d  h a d  n o t so  m u ch  a s  a  
pillow  fo r  m y  re s tle s s  head . N ow  th a t  th e  
re su rrec tio n  h a s  com e, m y  w o rd s a re  th e  
affirm ation  o f s p i r i t ,  a n d  m y  s p ir i t  k n o w s 
w hereof i t  sp eak s . B efo re  th e  cru c ifix io n  
the  w ooden c ro ss  w as  a lw a y s  b e fo re  m y 
eyes, now  I see th ro u g h  a h a lo  o f  su n l ig h t ,  
and  m y g lo rif ied  v is io n  p e rce iv e s  no  s e r ­
p en ts .

C H R I S T I A N
B efo re  th e  a to n e m e n t w as accom plished , I 

m ade  p a in fu l a t te m p ts  to  ra is e  a  so ca lled  
fa l le n  h u m a n ity . I  m ade  w ooden c ro sses of 
a ll  s iz e s  o u t o f  w ood o f m y ow n. I h ad  
n o th in g  e lse  to  g iv e . I  to ld  peop le  to  c lin g  
to  th e m  an d  th e y  w ould  be sav ed , w h ich  w as 
w ooden  n o n sen se .

H u n d re d s  o f s to ry  w rite rs , p re a c h e rs  an d  
o rth o d o x  w ra n g le r s  a re  d o in g  th e  sam e 
th in g  to d a y  ; d e a lin g  w ith  w ood in s te a d  of 
L ife , w ith  d a rk n e s s  in s te a d  o f su n lig h t. 
T h e  w ood o f  th e  c ro ss  is  th e i r  s to ck  in  tra d e . 
I t  is  c o n v e rte d  in to  a ll  s o r ts  o f p ro p s  a n d  
im p le m e n ts , a n d  f lu n g  o u t to  th e  s e e th in g  
m a ss  o f peop le , to  k n o c k  th e i r  m o r ta l eyes 
o u t a n d  lop  off a  lim b  h e re  a n d  th e re  in  th e i r  
e ffo rts  to  la y  h o ld  o f th em . T h e  w orld  is  
a w a y  b e h in d  th e  tim es . H ow  lo n g  w ill i t  
ta k e  fo r  peop le  to  le a rn  th a t  th e  c rucifix ion  
o f  J e s u s  d id n ’t  la s t  a  h u n d re d  y e a r s ?  th a t  
th e  g ra v e  w a s  n o t in te n d e d  fo r  a  life  tim e  ? 
th a t  “  th e s e  l ig h t  a fflic tions w h ich  a re  b u t 
fo r  a  m o m e n t w o rk  o u t fo r  u s  a  f a r  g re a te r  
a n d  e x ceed in g  w e ig h t o f  g lo ry  ?”

H u m a n ity  re q u ire s  no  a r t if ic ia l p ro p s . I t  
d o e sn ’t  need  ra is in g ,  ex cep t in  i t s  ow n e s t i­
m a tio n . I t  is  G od, m in u s  th e  n e c e ssa ry  rec ­
o g n it io n  o f H im se lf .

W h en  w e h av e  c a s t a s id e  th e  te a c h in g s  
a n d  p re ju d ic e s  o f m a n  a n d  g iv e n  o u rse lv es  
u n re s e rv e d ly  to  N a tu re  a n d  S c ience , w e find  
t h a t  w e  a re  in  a  f a i ry la n d  o f g o o d n ess  an d  
b e a u ty . O ld  th in g s  h av e  p a ssed  aw ay , an d  
b e h o ld ! w e a re  in  a  new  w o rld , w h ich  is 
g o v e rn e d  b y  la w s  a s  s im p le  a s  th e y  a re  e te r­
n a l. E v e ry th in g  is  e x a c tly  w h a t i t  re p re ­
s e n t s  i t s e l f  to  be ; no  m ore , no  less . W e see 
t h a t  S p ir i t  h a s  no  o th e r  q u a li ty  th a n  th a t  
w h ic h  is  in h e r e n t  in  itse lf . W e m ay  c a ll i t  
“ h o ly ”  i f  w e  w ish , w h ich  m e a n s  no  m ore 
th a n  i f  w e d rew  a t te n t io n  to  th e  fa c t  th a t  
snow  is  w h ite  ; b u t  i t  c a n n o t be u n h o ly  an y  
m o re  th a n  s u n s h in e  can  be  u n h o ly . W ho 
ta lk s  a b o u t l i f t in g  h u m a n i ty ?  I t  is  ex a lted  
to  th e  v e ry  h eav en s . B u t i t  w ill n e v e r  rise  
in  co nsc ious th o u g h t  to  i t s  ow n su b lim e  level 
t i l l  th e  p ro p s  a re  w ith d ra w n , a n d  m en  an d  
w om en  s ta n d  u p r ig h t  in  th e i r  G od-like self- 
sufficiency.

“  W ho  sa id  t h a t  you  w ere  n ak ed  ?”  W ho 
ca lled  you  la m e ?  W h y  do you  ho b b le  a lo n g  
o n  s t i l t s ,  a n d  m ak e  c o v e rin g s  o f fig le a v e s?  
T h e re  a re  no  w ooden  th in g s  in  th e  sp ir itu a l 
w o rld  ; b u t  th e  e n tr a n c e  to  i t  is  fu ll o f th ese  
in v e n tio n s  o f w ooden  h e a d s—s ti l ts ,  fences, 
lo g s  a n d  b ro o m stic k s . W h en  you have 
ju m p e d  o v er th e  s tu ff, c le a red  i t  a t  a  bound , 
a n d  re a c h e d  th e  open  sp ace  b eyond  w here  
p e a r ls  o f  T ru th  g le a m  w 'hite in  th e  s u n ­
sh in e , you  h av e  o n ly  one  d e s ire  to w ard  
h u m a n  b e in g s  ; th a t  is , to  go  b ack  a n d  knock  
th e  p ro p s  fro m  u n d e r  th em . Y ou see th em  
c o m in g  up  slo w ly  a n d  p a in fu lly , c ry in g  an d  
p ra y in g  an d  la s h in g  th e m se lv e s  w ith  w h ips. 
T h e y  seem  to  be m o v in g , y e t th e y  m ak e  no 
p ro g re ss , an d  y o u r h e a r t  g o es ou t to  th em  in 
love  a n d  p ity . Y ou ca ll to  th em , “ A rise  an d  
w a lk . G od’s le g s  d o n ’t  n eed  w ooden fix­
tu r e s .”  B u t y o u r vo ice  is  lo s t in  th e  d in  of 
th i s  s t r u g g l in g  m ass.

O L o rd , how  lo n g  w ill peop le  tr y  to  ride  
to  h e a v e n  on  b ro o m stic k s  !

M an  a liv e , y o u r sou l is  a ll  r ig h t  if  you w ill 
s to p  th ro w in g  m ud a t  it . So is  y o u rs , you  
dea r, sw eet w om an . T a k e  a peep  in to  th e

m irro r  o f N a tu re  a n d  see how  fa i r  you  a re . 
L is te n  to  th e  vo ices o f s is te r  s p ir i ts —th e  
m u rm u rin g  tre e s , la u g h in g  w a te rs  an d  
p eace fu l m eadow s. T h ey  a re  p e rfe c t. So 
a re  you. T h e y  ta k e  no  an x ious th o u g h t .  
N e ith e r  sho u ld  you. T h ey  a re  su ffic ien t 
u n to  th em se lv es . So a re  you. C a ll th e  
b rook  a  s in n e r , a n d  i t  w ill d im p le  w ith  
sm ile s  a n d  flow on  a s  tra n q u illy  a s  ever. 
C all th e  tre e s  w icked , a n d  th e  b ra n c h e s  w ill 
c lap  th e i r  h a n d s  a n d  w h isp e r as sw ee tly  a s  
befo re .

T h e  k in g d o m  o f h eav en  is  w ith in  you. 
L eav e  a ll th e  l i t t le  h e lls  you h av e  been  
m a k in g  o u ts id e  of y o u rse lf  a s  so m an y  
sm u d g es  to  sca re  aw ay  th e  devil. K now  
th a t  dev ils  a n d  h e lls  a re  o f h u m an  in v e n tio n . 
W h en  you  h av e  ceased  to  m a n u fa c tu re  th em  
fo r  y o u rse lf , o th e r  people  w ill m ak e  th em  
fo r  you. T h e  o u ts id e  w orld  is  a n  im m ense  
fire a n d  b rim s to n e  fa c to ry  w h ich  tu r n s  ou t 
d ev ils  by  th e  w ho lesa le . T h e  p ric e  is  you r 
ow n d iv in ity . “ G ive u s som e p o rtio n  of 
y o u rs e lf ,”  sa y s  th e  sa le sm an , “ a n d  w e’ll 
g iv e  you  H u m ility ,”  (w hich is  a n o th e r  nam e 
fo r  th e  devil). B u t you  d o n ’t  n eed  to  ta k e  
th em . I f  you a re  w ise y o u ’ll n o t be c a u g h t 
se llin g  y o u r b i r th r ig h t  fo r a m ess o f  p o tta g e . 
“ N o, th a n k  you, n o isy  w o rld ; no  im p s fo r  
m e. I t  is  tru e  th a t  I  b o u g h t th e m  fro m  you 
w h ile  I w as in  th e  pe rd itio n  o f ig n o ra n c e , 
b u t th i s  tem p le  h a s  ch an g ed  h a n d s  an d  th e  
new  o w n er o b je c ts  to  dev ils  a s  o rn a m e n ts .”

I ’ve s to p p ed  m a k in g  h e lls  fo r  m y se lf. I t  
w as  a  g r e a t  w aste  o f tim e  an d  k e p t m e h o t 
a n d  u n co m fo rta b le . W hen  I  sm e ll th e  
w o rld ’s b r im s to n e  fro m  a fa r ,  I  g e t  aw ay  
fro m  i t  a s  q u ick ly  a s  poss ib le , e ith e r  g o in g  
in to  th e  s ilen ce  o f m y im m o rta l p a lace  o r  
in to  N a tu re ’s  E d en . N obody w ho h a s n ’t a p ­
pea led  to  th e  S u n  in  s p ir i tu a l  m a tte r s  c an  
k now  how  te n d e r  a n d  sy m p a th e tic  an d  a lto ­
g e th e r  lo v e ly  th e  d e a r  old D addy  can  be. 
M an y  a  tim e , a f te r  a  lo n g  w a lk  o r  b icycle  
r id e , I  h av e  th ro w n  m y se lf  on th e  g ra s s , an d  
ru b b in g  th e  d u s t o f th e  w o rld ’s tu rm o il from  
m y eyes, h av e  b lin k ed  u p  a t  th e  su n . H e 
h a s  beam ed  b ack  a t  me an d  w rap p ed  m e in  a  
te n d e rn e s s  th a t  le f t  n o th in g  to  be desired ., 
“ I t ’s a  con founded  w orld , D addy, I  te l l  
h im .

“ I t  is, m y c h ild ;  very  m uch  con founded . 
B u t, rem em ber, th o u g h  w e nre in  it  we *.re
n o t o f it. Our h e r i ta g e  is  ii. r ru p tib le .”

“ I ’m tired , D ad d y .”
“ A re y o u ?  T h a t  m u s t be because  you 

h av e  b een  tr y in g  to  l i f t  so m e th in g  th a t  
d o esn ’t  b e lo n g  to  you. N o th in g  th a t  is  
re a lly  y o u rs  shou ld  t i re  you. T h a t  is  pu re
jo y  w h ich  is  a lw ay s  easy  to  c a r r y .”

“  Som ebody is  b u ild in g  a h e ll fo r  m e, old 
m a n .”

“ W ell, th a t  w o n ’t  b u rn  a n y th in g ,” he  re ­
p lie s  ch ee rfu lly .

“  I w a n t m oney  ; I ’m  p o o r.”
“ S a y  th a t  a g a in  a n d  I ’ll d isow n  you. 

P o o r  ? D o n ’t  I  ow n a ll th e  yellow  d u ca ts  in 
th e  u n iv e rse , a n d  c a n ’t  I  d is tr ib u te  th em  a s  I  
see fit ? D o n 't  fo rg e t th a t  you a re  m y 
h e ire ss . I f  you  a re  tru e  to  th e  S p ir it , yo u r 
ow n w ill com e to  you  ; if  n o t, you w o u ld n ’t 
know  w h a t to  do w ith  i t  i f  you h ad  it. See, 
sw e e th e a r t ? N ow, to  c h a n g e  th e  su b jec t, 
le t m e su g g e s t th a t  you  d raw  th e  c u r ta in s  
o v e r th e  w indow s o f y o u r in q u is itiv e  l i t t le



sou l and  ta k e  a n a p  in  m y a rm s. T h a t ’s 
r ig h t .”

H ush-a-bye ,  baby, fa ther  is near,
W ith  H eaven  around us 
W h a t  need you fear ?
So closely I fold you,
W arm  child of the  Sun,
W hile  softly above you 
L ife’s gold  web is spun.
In Love  sti ll abiding,
In All-Good confiding,
W h a t  power can disturb you,
F a i r  child of the  Sun.

H ush-a-bye ,  baby, Dreamland is near,
The  E te rn a l  ha th  spoken,
Love cas te th  out fear.
God’s name on your lips,
H is  beloved ha th  sleep,
While high in the heavens 
My vigil I keep.

THE HIEROGLYPH OF NATURE.

BY K A T E  ATKINSON B OEHM E.

“  In  the hieroglyph of bud and bloom her mysteries are 
told.” —W h i t t i e k .

N ot in  bud an d  bloom  alone, b u t in  every  
expression  possib le  to  e a r th , a ir , fire o r w a­
te r  is th is  h ie ro g lp h  w ritte n . I t  is  fo r m an  
to  educe the m ean in g . T h a t  is  re a lly  the  
w hole sum  of ed u ca tion , th e  d ec ip h e rin g  of 
a  m ig h ty  h ie ro g ly p h  so r ic h  in  m e a n in g  th a t  
i ts  resources seem  in ex h au s tib le , fo r w hen  it  
h a s  yielded its  s to re  of fa c ts  co n ce rn in g  the  
physica l, i t  h a s  s t il l  a  w ea lth  in  reserve  con­
c e rn in g  th e  m e n ta l an d  sp ir itu a l un iverse .

T h e  trees  a n d  rocks n o t on ly  te ll o f th e  
physica l, th ey  a re  equa lly  e lo q u en t o f th e  
sp iritu a l, bu t th e ir  e loquence is sealed  to  a ll 
b u t th e  ea rn e s t devotee. T h e  s to n es  speak  
o n ly  to  h im  w ho holds th e  d iv in in g  rod.

I like  th e  te a c h in g  of P la to , w h ich  la te r  
found  voice in  E m erson , th a t  “ D ay an d  
n ig h t, r iv e r  an d  sto rm , b ea s t a n d  b ird , ac id  
a lk a li,  p re-ex ist in  necessary  id eas  in  th e  
m ind  of God, and  a re  w h a t th e y  a re  b y  v ir ­
tu e  of p reced ing  affec tions in  th e  w orld  of 
s p i r i t .”  I t  appea ls  to  m e a s  th e  t ru th ,  an d  
m akes me feel th e  re la tio n  be tw een  n a tu re  
and  m ind  to  be  m ore th a n  im a g in a ry . I 
th u s  see i t  to  be  a  re a l oneness, a  u n ity  in  
d iversity .

T rees  a re  an  in s p ira tio n  to  a  w rite r , an d  
m en  lik e  ^ b u re a u  have  “ lis te n e d  to  th e  
sou n d  o f th e i r  th in k in g .” I  rem em b er w hen  
a t  school, a n d  th e  day fo r e ssay  w r it in g  had  
a rr iv ed , how I o f te n  fe l t  it  n ecessa ry  to  go ou t 
u n d e r an  im m ense  so u th e rn  p in e  in  search  
o f  ideas. I  w ould  s ta n d  u n d e r  th e  tre e  look­
in g  up in to  its  b ra n c h e s  w is tfu lly , w h ile  an 
undefinab le  so m e th in g  seem ed to  descend  to  
m e. I t  d id  n o t t r a n s la te  i ts e lf  in to  w ords 
on  th e  in s ta n t , b u t i t  d id  la te r . I  w as rea lly  
d ec ip h e rin g  N a tu re ’s h ie ro g ly p h  a ll th e  
w hile , b u t w as unconscious of th e  ex ac t p ro ­
cess. I t  b eg an  in  a b s tra c t , nebu lous th o u g h t, 
w h ich  g rad u a lly  took fo rm , w as re g is te re d  
o n  th e  b ra in  a s  concre te  th o u g h t, a n d  th u s  
fo u n d  expression  in  w ojds. T h e  b ir th  of an  
idea is s im ila r to  th a t  of a  p lan e t. E ach  
passes  in  cosm ic process from  th e  nebu lous 
to  th e  concre te . T h e  p la n e t is  th e  a b s tra c t, 
w ro u g h t in  h ierog lyph .

E v en  w ere i t  possib le  to  tra v e rse  th e  lo n g  
lin e  of evo lu tion  to  th e  very  b e g in n in g s  of 
ra t io n a l an d  se n tie n t life , i t  w ould be im ­
possib le  to  u n d e rs tan d  th e  exac t im pression

firs t m ade by  th e  h ie ro g ly p h  o f n a tu re  upon  
th e  hu m an  b ra in . E it t le  by l i t t le  th e  m ean ­
in g  h a s  been  rev ea led  in  resp o n se  to  e a rn e s t 
q u es tio n in g . A t first, m a n ’s ph y sica l needs 
b e in g  p a ram o u n t, he so u g h t in  th e  h ie ro ­
g lyph  a  su p p ly  fo r  h is  p h y sica l dem an d , an d  
found  it. T h e n  aro se  h is  m e n ta l need , w h ich  
also  found  its  supp ly . T h e n  cam e th e  s p i r i t ­
ua l dem and , an d  y e t th e  h ie ro g ly p h  fa iled  
n o t. I t  is r ic h  w ith  m e a n in g , a n d  ev e r w ill 
be w h ile  tim e sh a ll la s t.

W e see in th e  su n  th e  c e n tra l source  of 
s p ir itu a l en e rg y , ab o u t w h ich  a ll fo rm s of 
life  revo lve  ; in  th e  m oon a sym bol o f m ind , 
o r th e  m edium  of re flec tion  by  w h ich  th e  
ra y s  o f th e  su n  a re  conveyed  in  ob lique 
fa sh io n  to  th e  e a r th , w h ich  co rresp o n d s  to  
th e  p h y sica l body ; an d  by  s tu d y in g  th e  d irec t 
a c tio n  o f th e  sun  upon  th e  e a r th , a s  a lso  i ts  
in d ire c t a c tio n  th ro u g h  th e  m oon, w e le a rn  
to  in te rp re t  th o se  in n e r  a n d  s p ir i tu a l  re a l i­
tie s  o f w h ich  th e  ph y sica l su n , m oon an d  
e a r th  a re  b u t th e  sym bols, th e  tr a c in g  o f th e  
h ie rog lyph .

E a c h  ro unded  tre e  tru n k , each  o u ts tre tc h ­
in g  b ran ch , each  m ov ing  le a f  te l ls  i t s  ow n 
s p ir itu a l s to ry  o f an  u n seen  w orld  a n d  of 
pow ers y e t undeveloped  in  m an . T h e  law s 
o f g ro w th  in  th e  p la n t  a re  a n  ev e r p re se n t 
o b jec t lesson , to  w h ich  w e m u s t o f te n  recu r. 
W hen  we s tra y  fro m  N a tu re ’s h ie ro g ly p h  we 
lose v i ta l i ty  a n d  fo rce , an d  m u s t p e rfo rce  re ­
tra c e  ou r s te p s  u n ti l  we see a g a in  a few  c lea r 
an d  sim p le  o u tlin e s . E v o lu tio n  lead s  to  d if ­
fe r e n tia tio n  an d  th en ce  to  w eak n ess , u n le ss  
th e re  be  a t  tim e s  a  re v e rs io n  o f ty p e , a  re ­
tu rn  to  th e  p rim itiv e , th e  sim p le , th e  s tro n g .

I t  is  fo r th i s  re a so n  th a t  a ll g ro w in g  
s p ir i tu a l  n a tu re s  seek  in s tin c tiv e ly  th e  
w oods, th e  s tre a m s , th e  m o u n ta in s . T h e y  
th e re  find  in s p ira t io n  an d  su s te n a n c e  fo r  in ­
c re a s in g  s t r e n g th . T h e  U n iv e rsa l In te l l i ­
g en ce , s p e a k in g  th ro u g h  th e se  n a tu r a l  c h a n ­
n e ls , s t i r s  an ew  th e  life  fo rces, a n d  m oves to  
w ords a n d  deeds of v ig o r.

T h e  re la tio n  b e tw een  m an  an d  N a tu re  is  
re ac tiv e . H e educes fro m  h e r  h e r  h idden  
sec re ts . S h e  educes fro m  h im  h is  la te n t  
pow ers. E d u c a tio n  m ean s  n o th in g  i f  i t  be 
n o t th e  u n fo ld m e n t o f m an , a n d  u n fo ld m e n t 
is  an  o rg a n ic  p rocess. T h e  s to r in g  of m an y  
fa c ts  m ay  se rve  to  sw ell th e  m in d  to  th e  
p o in t o f b u rs tin g , a n d  y e t n o t re s u lt in  th e  
o p e n in g  o f one s in g le  bud  o r b lossom . 
T h e re  m u s t a lw ay s  be a  c e n tra l p o in t o r n u ­
c leus a ro u n d  w h ich  fa c ts  c lu s te r  in  o rderly  
an d  sy m m etric a l a r ra n g e m e n t lik e  th e  p e ta ls  
o f  a flower.

F ro m  th e  c h ild ’s firs t e ffort to  d isco v er th e  
n a tu re  of a  b it o f su n sh in e  on th e  floor, to  
th e  a s tro n o m er w ho fo llow s th e  cou rses of 
th e  s ta rs , ed u ca tio n  is  th e  re a d in g  of a 
h ie ro g ly p h .

L a n g u a g e  its e lf  is  based  upon  th e  v a rio u s  
s ta te s  an d  p rocesses of n a tu re . F ro m  its  
e a r lie s t in cep tio n  in  th e  m in d  of p rim itiv e  
m an  i t  h a s  been  evolved w ith  a n  u n e r r in g  
c e r ta in ty  w hich  a rg u e s  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  of 
in n a te  ideas, fo r had  th e re  n o t been  som e­
th in g  w ith in  m an  w h ich  u n d ers tood  an d  in ­
te rp re te d  th e  h ie ro g ly p h  p a r t  by  p a r t , it 
w ould n ev er h ave  ex is ted  a s  a  h ie ro g ly p h . 
T h e  ex is ten ce  of a p rob lem  p resupposes th e  
ex is ten ce  of th e  so lver o f th a t  problem . 
T h e  la t te r  is  th e  co rre la tiv e  of th e  fo rm er.

T h e  so lu tio n  o f a  p ro b lem  a lw ay s  g ives 
d e lig h t. T h e  ch ild  w o rk in g  o v er a  penny  
puzzle , o r an  E d iso n  d is c o v e rin g  th e  w onders 
o f e le c tr ic ity  a re  b o th  filled  w ith  th e  jo y  of 
d iscovery  on th e  in s ta n t  o f success . P le a s ­
u re  fo llow s upon  th e  o b se rv a n c e  o f n a tu ra l 
law , a n d  p a in  up o n  i ts  in f r in g e m e n t .  I t  is 
th e  n a tu r a l  law  th a t  m an  sh o u ld  d ec ip h e r th e  
h ie ro g ly p h  w r it te n  upon  th e  fa c e  o f N a tu re , 
a n d  he finds h a p p in e s s  in  i t s  fu lf ilm e n t.

B u t th e re  is  a  g o a l b ey o n d  a  g o a l. T he  
ch ild  w ith  th e  p e n n y  p uzz le  s im p ly  so lves 
h is  p ro b lem , he does n o t a p p ly  i t  to  a n  end. 
T h e  ch ild , how ever, is  th e  fo r e ru n n e r  o f th e  
E d iso n , a n d  th e  p e n n y  p u zz le  th e  h e ra ld  of 
th e  te lep h o n e . T h e  fo rm e r p reced es  th e  
la t te r  a s  n a tu ra lly  a s  th e  bud  th e  o p en in g  
flow er.

B u t w h en  a t  la s t  m an  sh a l l  h av e  fo llow ed 
th e  lin e s  o f  th e  h ie ro g ly p h  u n ti l  i t  h as  
y ie ld ed  h im  i t s  t r e a s u re s  o f  sc ien ce  a n d  a r t ,  
th e re  is  a  s e c re t y e t u n d ec ip h e red . H is  g aze  
h a s  fo llow ed  th e  o u tg o in g  cu rv e  o f th e  
sp ira l, a n d  h a s  y e t to  m ak e  i ts  in tro sp e c tiv e  
tu rn .

T h is  m ade, he sees th e  fu l le r  m e a n in g  o f 
th is  m ig h ty  h ie ro g ly p h  tra c e d  in  th e  s im p le  
le t te r s  “ T a t  tw a in  a s i ” —“  T h a t  th o u  a r t . ”  
T h e n  does he  b e g in  to  re a d  in deed , a n d  read  
a r ig h t .  T h e n  does h e  ta k e  h is  r i g h t f u l  po­
s itio n  am id  th e  fo rces  o f N a tu re , th e n  does 
he  cease  to  be a  m ere  sp e c ta to r , b u t e n te r in g  
in to  N a tu re 's  h e a r t  he  le a rn s  th o se  w on­
d ro u s t r u th s  w h ich  sh e  is  ev e r s t r iv in g  to  
rev ea l.

H e th e n  k n o w s th a t  L ife  is , th a t  i t  h a s  n o t 
b e g in n in g  o r e n d ; th a t  h e a lth  a n d  jo y  a re  
e le m e n ts  in  th e  v e ry  e ssence  of th in g sT a n d  
n o t c o n tin g e n t upon  c irc u m s ta n c e s  ; th a t  a t  
th e  h e a r t  o f th e  u n iv e rse  a ll th in g s  becom e 
h is  w ith o u t lo ss to  a n y  c re a tu re . W h a t he 
th u s  g a in s  a n o th e r  does n o t lose, a n d  w hen  
th i s  tr u e  opu lence  is  h is  th e n  fo llo w s i t s  ex ­
te rn a l  m a n ife s ta tio n  in  r ic h n e s s  o f  th o u g h t ,  
o f life  a n d  o f su r ro u n d in g .

H e th u s  e n te r s  a  fu l le r  life , a n d  th i s  is  th e  
u lt im a te  o f tr u e  ed u ca tio n . H e w ill th e n  
see w ith  P y th a g o ra s  th i s  in te rp re ta t io n  o f 
th e  h ie ro g ly p h : “ T h e re  is  one u n iv e rsa l
S oul d iffused  th ro u g h  a ll t h i n g s ; e te rn a l, 
in v is ib le , u n c h a n g e a b le ; in  e ssen ce  lik e  
tr u th ,  in  su b s ta n c e  re se m b lin g  l i g h t ; n o t to  
be re p re se n te d  by  a n y  im a g e  ; to  be  com pre­
hended  on ly  by  th e  m in d .”  A n d  th is  w ill be 
h is  re a d in g  o f th e  h ie ro g ly p h  o f N a tu re .

*** O nce m ore le t m e say  th a t  h e a lin g  is 
n o t done by  w r it in g  le t te r s , b u t b y  th e  S i­
le n t W ord. I  do n o t rece ive  ca lle rs  o r  p e r­
m it p a tie n ts  to  com e to  m y  p h y s ic a l p re s ­
ence. T h is  w ould  be to  le t th e m  com e to 
S h e lto n  fo r h e a lin g . I t  is  th e  sam e  old 
h u m b u g  of th e  ch in -p u m p in g  p re a c h e r  an d  
th e  p ill-p ed d lin g  doc to r ; th e  m idd le  m an , a s  
m an , g iv in g  ou t th e  g i f ts  o f G od. T h o se  
w ho com e to  m e com e to  th e  G od in  m e ; 
th e re fo re , th e y  h av e  no  n eed  o f m y  p h y sica l 
p resen ce  o r m y  p h y s ica l pen . T h e  I  A m  
took  m y nam e, a n d  hence  I b ecam e a  h e a le r 
a n d  te a c h e r ; b u t th e  I  A m  is  in v is ib le . 
T h e  w ork  th e  I am  is  d o in g  in  m y  n am e  is 
done by  th e  S ile n t W ord. Y ou p u t y o u rse lf  
in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  th is  in v is ib le  fo rce  by 
c a ll in g  on m e. I am  n o t a  p a s to r , a  p re a c h ­
er, a doctor. I A m  God ; th e re fo re , m y  w ork  
is done in  th e  S ilence  by  th e  o m n ip re se n t 
W ord. Y our nam e  is  en ro lled , y o u r le t te r  
acknow ledged , a n d  th e  W ord  spoken  fo r you 
goes on v ib ra t in g  in  you  a n d  fo r you, no 
m a tte r  w here  I, a s  a n  in d iv id u a l, m ay  be.


