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()lll eoiitiiiiK s (o look, that is all. Tlic.-make 
ihes with deadly fang and mail dies, but 
re are animals \\ Im k ill that snake just for 

Nature makes both, and with cold eye 
•itelies the battle, but refuses io even form a 

and demand fair flay, bold or fair, it 
._ ;lU the same to her, ami man is of no more 
.(,iiseitueiuv n> her than tlie mouse. Her 

Bids blow, her lightnings llasli, her earth 
v lithles and vomits I'm . her blizzards revel 

^  they destroy men, \\omen and poor little 
.|iild i1' ii. i-dio freezes the ehild on his way to 
.pool as readily as the warbler of early Sprint 
pen her tierce tempest is at play. There 

v lie dead side by side, and as 1 listen I 
pear the pulpit orator and tin1 Christian 
-ipiritualisl, on his platform, telling this N;i- 
1(lle Cod that he is full of love and asking 
pint to send dow ii some more blessings.

But all this is only capital letters of Na­
ture's alphabet. Tin* great A and theerook-
t.„l S that the ehild can read. Kvery body 
j,;ls recognized that water will drown in 
tierce tlood just as readily as it will trickle in 
jjutsieal r ill to quench parched lips. 10very 
p,niy know s that tire will destroy a proud 
,ity  with a w ild tierce glee unknown when it 
pdwrs hi iiumhle service. lint it is only in 
I ’tuse later years we are learning the true in- 
w ardiiess of this Nature ( ual. 1 have already 
said that a ll life in born hungry, it  is din­
n e r  or death for every thing. But this Na­
ture Cod has often made the appetite that 
demands a dinner at man's expense. There 
is the wonderful tapeworm, each a whole 
colony with every joint for a father Abra­
ham, having a I)i\ ine blessing calling i( to 
increase and multiply into Isaac, Jacob, and 
the twelve patriarchs of tapeworm sacred 
history. But that tapeworm lives a possible 
ami almost a respectable life in sheep, oxen 
and pigs, and dies as becomes a worthy citi­
zen unless some hungry man all unknowing­
ly  offers a fragment of that worm a ehanee- 
for a new home. Presently almost a new 
animal is l«»rn, hungry all the time, and liv­
ing off’ hi.- landlord. The man grows lank 
and pale and weak, but the tapeworm grows 
long and active, whilst Nature (Clod) looks 
on and smiles because her beloved taneworm 
is happy.

The air is full of life, too. L i v i n g  beings 
looking for dinner, every one of them. Man 
calls them microbes and bacteria, and in­
vents a microscope so as to get a look at 
them. Through all the centuries they have 
come in vast hosts, and man hungry for air 
lues breathed them in by the million. Just 
let them tind a quiet corner and they recog­
nize it as a heaven. It they were pious 
microbes, as they ought to be, you would 
hear them thanking the Nature Cod for pro­
viding them such nice warm dinnersand such 
lovely fat pastures. W hy has not a microbe 
as much l ight, to thank Cod as the man who

lias made a million, and lives oil’ quail on 
(oust and the livers of fat geese? But all I he 
same, those microbes as (hey <-aI ami drink, 
leave cholera and yellow fev*r, (In' deadly 
I vphus, and I he lingering malaria as their 
‘footprints mi llie sands of lim e,’ pointing 
other microbes how to make microbe life ‘ye! 
more sublime.’

(If course, 1 am just lei ling simple I ml hs of 
natural history that even a live hundred dol 
lar a year country parson dare not deny. 
But il is the lesson of these facts that 
Church members and Christian Spiritualists 
are afraid to learn. Sima1 plain speaking is 
objectionable, allow me, kind reader, to try 
and //link out loud.

'I’lie lirst thought is that Nature is in per­
fect harmony with (hat vision (hat. came to 
Peter at-Joppa, w hen he saw a. great, sheet 
let down from heaven full of all manner of
living beasts, and heard a voice say; “ Rise 
Peter, kill and eat.” The tale stops short 
there, for Nature (Cod) was felling all those 
beasts and birds and insects and reptiles to 
“rise, k ill and eat Peter, just as much as it, 
was tolling Peter to k ill and eat them. In 
other words, Nature lias no dividing line in 
any direction. S o l think our thought is a 
lesson that means (hat Nature’s Cod doesn’t, 
trouble himself about any special care for ( lie 
man animal over the snake animal, or Hie 
tiger animal or the tape worm animal. A ll 
alike are hungry. A ll must feed on others, 
or else starve to death. And those who do 
the most feeding and (he least starving grow 
stronger, and the weak ones die.

As another thought, we discover that in all 
this, there is nothing either of cruelty or 
kindness, hut just the custom of the universe. 
There is neither justice or injustice, but only 
non-justice. Nature’s Cod does as much and 
as little for other animals as lor mail. There 
is the wonderful ant with a complex c iv iliz ­
ation like our own. Many races of ants 
keep slaves, and by so much grow good for 
nothing hut to light. They cannot even do 
house work; and, like the Southern woman I 
heard boast that she lias never put on her 
own stockings before the war, their slaves 
must do it for them. But they light till they 
develop mandiples so large, that, like a man 
with a guttling gun under each arm, some 
body else must feed them or they die. Slav 
erv and fighting belittle an ant as much as 
man. Surely everyone who dares to think 
can learn the lesson of such facts as these.

Here we are in a world w ithout, any justice 
or injustice, without love or hate, kindness 
or cruelty, virtue or vice. You can take a 
look atone side of (lie question and call Na­
ture a Cod; or, if you choose, study the 
other side ami call her a devil. Better let 
her alone, amt accept facts just as t.hey are. 
Wind, then, is the actual position in which 
we liml ourselves as thinking men and wo­
men of to-day?

Kvery living thing has more or less intelli­
gence, and is horn to feed on some other liv

injg tiling*. Under die cllkel. of
and “survival of the fittest,>> niim'ij'’1"1'"11"
sell master ol some forms of jj
lorms of life master of him. Ii'i,,'"' ll*'ll'r
1 dipluml, lie must. Ilee from the s iu m ,^ '1,1
‘lultl> <>«;die. If i'i Africa, he m.isl
I lie w hi to an I , or his naked l,.»u0H y^u' !̂1
Hie tali' that Ids master eat all of |,jlM ,,' 1
Was dige,stable and lel'l the rest.

But as we now know that mail li!(M;iM  ̂
nor life (hat is above and beyond id,, )||( 
physical form, all.hough subject In |;iWs  ̂
Hie spirit. This inner and higher life Wi>rl,. 

ing through a, mortal brain evolves an jni,.|. 
ligence that seeks for truth and sometime 
liuds it. The moment men want to live to- 
gel her, rules of conduct become essential. 
Though Nature has neither justice imr injih 
lice, man is obliged to determine wlmt mail 
must do to live at peace with his neighbor: 
and he conceives what lie calls justice and 
goodness, and truth. The ant, the bee, the 
heaver do just the same or their society 
would break up. Man must kill ami nil, 
but lie finds if lie dwells upon it with the 
old sensual pleasure, lie is more ol'an animal 
and sooner quarrels with his neighbor. Si 
1 ii' learns to avoid cruelly been use of its edict 
on his manhood, lie  is progressing, lliotigli 
other life may remain at its old level. IIK 
sympathy for his own young may at last 
grow into care and pity for a tribe, u nation, 
a world—hut Nature's Cod has not any of 
these feelings. The mother’s love for her 
child is only the universal rule by [which 
forms propogate and die; hut when il grows 
into helpful care for the children of oilier me 
imalsj men has re ached a field where Na­
ture’s Cod has never sought progress. Man­
hood is growing at every step by ellbrt mnl 
experience, and in no other way; till at last 
man reaches a point where the higher naUirr 
predominates, and then the spiritual is horn. 
That man dies into immortality is a> 
much a fact as that he dies out of earth lik'- 
but it is diHieiilt for (lie ormllminnl el""'̂  
baby, or tlie phenomena limiting Sph'i 
to realize that at every step man must 
his own (dans, and his own etloi't 
wants to climb.

We have a, beautiful truth all uni'1111"11, t«

our fathers. Just as the woman " do|1IIS
learned to read and to write and to l')l

teacher to liel' 
so can man of y"”*11, « 

iiit us ,

can become a lovim 
brothers and sisters 
toll us what he has learned, and poi 
the road by which he has (ravel"' ,̂1 
higher manhood. Modern K||l|l*lj  ̂ us 
brings us fuels of to-morrow, and c'ii|1 
Hills to look beyond our immediate

Nature’s Cod has through :l'l . .0|;d*
head'1 ,„.j

mgs. 
silently looked on as the
mother wept tears of agony oVH' 

The husband mourning

��&()

. s 11lias always been left to his sorrow’, ‘ ^ pee'J 
as the ( h>d-madc bird whose mat1' pel1 
seized by the Cod-made eat. A1"'(,(lli 111'1 
listen to prayopg telling this Nat""
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