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C h a rle s  H . F o s te r .

By Albert Morton.

The portrait of this celebrated medium is 
from a crayon copied from a photograph by 
Gurney, an account of whose conversion to 
Spiritualism, through IN'. H . Mumler, spirit 
photographer, appeared in the February 
number of this magazine. In the copy of 
the spirit photograph, by Mumler, appears 
the spirit of the popular actress, Ada Isaacs 
Menken, a friend of Foster’s in earth-life. 
The lithograph is from a crayon copy, in 
which I have striven to give an accurate 
likeness of spirit and mortal, the only 
change is in strengthening the background 
for artistic purposes. The likeness of the 
spirit to pictures o f the actress while living 
in the form is strong and unmistakable.

Among the many prominent mediums 
with whom I have been acquainted C . IT. 
Foster stands pre-eminent for the accuracy 
of his clairvoyance, for the general useful­
ness of his varied gifts, and, above a ll, for 
his honesty and conscientiousness in all 
matters pertaining to the ’ exercise of his 
mediumship.

My first experience with Foster illustrates 
his powers as a prophetic medium. In 1S63, 
while a resident of Milwaukee, I was de­
sirous of presenting the evidences of my 
faith to a skeptical lady friend in Boston, 
and arranged. with another friend to have 
her visit mediums in that city. Among the 
mediums visited was Foster, near the close 
of a very satisfactory seance, after giving a 
description of my characteristics, he said to 
my skeptical friend, “ This man will be your 
future husband, they will give you his 
initials,”  and, taking a pencil, he wrote the 
letteis A. M. My friend said, “ You have 
given the description and initials of my 
friend accurately, but it is not probable he 
will be my husband, for he is already 
married,”  to which Foster’s only reply was, 
“ I cannot help it; he will be your husband.”  
She was also told she possessed medium 
powers. The result of the seance was, that 
the improbable statements in relation to her 
mediumship and marriage to me rather un­
settled her dawning convictions as to the 
truth of Spiritualism, but a few years later 
she became my wife, and, during our sit­
tings together, she developed as one of the 
finest mediums I have ever met in private 
life.

My first interview with Foster demon­

strated the fallacy of the statements in refer­
ence to “ pricking the skin,”  or other prac­
tices of a deceptive nature, to produce the 
phenomena of stigmator.

Early in 1864 I, being at the time a 
stranger to him, called for a sitting and, 
after receiving many satisfactory tests and 
communications, Foster said, “ Your aunt 
is here, and will give her name on my arm.” 
Pushing up his left sleeve he bared his arm, 
which was entirely free from any marks. 
Making three downward passes over his arm 
with his right hand there shortly appeared, 
in bright scarlet letters, at least an inch in 
height, the name of a deceased aunt, Lois. 
The letters were slowly formed, under my 
close inspection, and as slowly faded away, 
leaving his fair skin as free from any un­
usual appearance as it was before the name 
appeared. I opine that the statement that 
Foster disliked to “ talk shop,”  and shunned 
conversation on spiritual matters, must have 
originated with skeptics upon whom he did 
not care to expend his time and strength, 
for with me he always expressed the deepest 
interest in all matters pertaining to the sub­
ject of which be was so able an exponent. 
He has bitterly denounced the fraudulent 
practices of mediums to me, and con­
demned the credulity of their victims, but 
the statement that a person who was the 

1 associate and friend of H. NY. Longfellow,
| Bulwer, Epes Sargent, Alice Carey, and 
i many other of the most prominent writers,
! artists and actors in Europe and America,
J  was a charlatan who did not believe in 
; Spiritualism, indicates a mendacity on the 
i part of the scribblers making such asser- 
j tions quite in accordance with their gross 
j ignorance of Spiritualism. The jackass can 
[safely kick the dead lion, but those who 
appreciate the grand work of such mediums 
as Foster owe a duty to their religion to vin ­
dicate the memory of the noble workers and 
still the braying of the animals. De 
mortals n il nisi rern/n, which, being very 
freely translated, means that none but cow­
ardly sneaks will lie about the defenseless 
dead. The following extracts from articles

its enclosed slip from Pioneer Press, con­
cerning the life and death of Charles II. 
Foster, the widely known medium, I would 
state that, in my opinion, the writer of that 
article knows personally nothing whatever 
about Foster. He speaks positively thus:

“ Slate writing and blood red manuscript 
on his arm were his specialties, and beyond 
those feats he attempted nothing beyond the 
most ordinary table tipping and chair whirl­
ing.”

That statement is positive. A man who 
writes that, not only indicates, but assures 
the public that he knows the facts stated.

I cannot tell how many years I have known 
Mr, Foster; certainly and continuously from 
1S62 to the time of his attack of insanity 
and leaving New York, which may have 
been five years or so ago.

Now I never even saw a slate in his pres­
ence, much as I was with him, nor anv so- 
called slate-writing performed in his present <•

published in the secular and spiritual papers 
will illustrate the good work done by the 
kind hearted, genial and honest medium, 
C. H. Foster. ‘

Bronson Murray, a prominent business 
man, and firm spiritualist, who is highly es­
teemed by all his acquaintances, says in the 
R . P .  Jou rn al:

In reply to letter of December 30th, about

or attempted to be. His methods were en­
tirely different.

That part of the article is false. Slate­
writing was not a specialty of his. The same 
is the case with “ table tipping and chair 
whirling.” It is false that either was “ his 
specialty,”  or among the usual phenomena 
attending his seances. In the many times 
I was at them I never saw either. They be­
long to the class of Henry Slade’s wonder­
ful performances, and not Foster’s at all. 
Blood red writing on the arm of Foster was 
certainly one of his “ feats,” and a wonder­
ful feat it was.

The article in question states “ this was 
done by pricking.”  Another falsehood, 
and a falsehood that has often been pricked. 
A person who, in-Foster’s presence, has seen 
that phenomenon, knows how impossible it 
was that it could be done in the manner as­
serted in the Pioneer's article, as by pricking 
the skin of his arm.

Mr. Foster was a gentleman in all his in- 
sticts. Courtesy and decorum marked his 
deportment. Few men have more polish 
than he had. His sensitiveness to any slight 
was marked, and his resentment against a 
charge of fraud was outspoken. He had his 
faults, I know. Some of them were very 
serious. 1 will not say that all that he claim­
ed to be genuine manifestations were such.
I do not know; but I do know that many 
things transpired in my presence with him 
which by me could only be accounted for 
on the basis ot invisible intelligences produc­
ing visible efleets. That in his social hours



his table, hut tlu-y requested I*osier In 
turn his back while thay were writing 
them. The medium said lie wanted to 
smoke and would retire into the hall while

he should have ridiculed the preposterous 
credulity of some persons, I am quite pre­
pared to believe; but the man who writes for 
a paper concerning facts of which he has no 
knowledge, and states them as w ithin his they were putting down their questions, so 
knowledge, is the great fraud of the age and Foster went out of the room. When he re- 
one of such l consider the writer ot the arti- turned lie fumbled through the several hits 
etc in the Pioneer l ’r.>ss alluded to, 1 of folded papers and drew out two of them

K\'tfacts from “ Mrs. De l.ong s strange which proved to be those I had written. “ The 
story,” in the Alta California, Jan. 16th writer of these questions,” wrote F'oster, “ is 
1886. I not present, but 1 can say to her friends

“ While my father was Superintendent of that her mother, who is alive, is well, and 
Indian Affairs, the Indians were located on that her sister is as happy as she can he with- 
a reservation consisting of 1,280 acres of out her family in the spirit-land.” F'oster 
hind near Visalia, in Tulare county. The j then said, “ There is another spirit present 
lovernment rented this land of a man named who wishes to communicate with the person

[Foster that 1 had come to hear lv| 
father had to say, and requested l.:. I,ilk

Ridley, paying a rental of $1,980 per annum 
for it. He claimed to own it. A subse­
quent examination by my father, however, 
showed that Ridley had never taken the land 
up, so father did so, informing the govern-

who wrote the questions, blit I think it can­
not write.” As if indignant the arm of the 
medium was suddenly shaken, and in a mo­
ment after Foster wrote out “ J . R. Vine­
yard,” which was the name of my father.

ment that he would turn it over if the gov- On their return to the hotel my friends insist 
eminent would reimburse him for certain ed that I should go and see Foster that even- 
outlays that had been made. The govern-; ing, but 1 steadily refused. A day or two 
ment refused, aind afterwards father took the later my husband came to me and said, 
land up in the name of my godfather, T . 1\  “ Ida, 1 have been invited by Mr. and Mrs. 
Madden, who at the time was associated 1 Colt and Dr. McAllister to go and see Fos- 
with my father. It was understood that | ter, and I have accepted the invitation.” 
half of the property was my father’s. Years I endeavored to persuade him from
passed away, and father died, and the m at-! going, but he laughed and went
ter was forgotten. ! off to find the party. On that occasion

When my husband was appointed United 
States Minister to Japan, 1 accompanied 
him thither. I came home once and went 
back again. Upon our final return we stop­
ped at the Occidental Hotel for a time. 
While there Mr. Foster arrived in this city. 
His coming created great excitement among 
professional people and in the social world.

F'oster said that there was a spirit who de­
sired to see me on a very important matter. 
The next evening Mr. DeLong came to me 
and asked me to go with him to see Foster. 
“ I am a little curious,”  he said, “ to know 
if he really has a message from your father.”  
I refused to go, and Mr. DeLong coaxed 
and pleaded, and finally said, “ I ’ll give you

My husband, who, through the influence of a thousand dollars to spend as you please if 
ex-Congressman Daggett and others, had you’ll go.” But I was obstinate and would 
come to regard Spiritualism as a science, 1 not consent. Finally he appealed to my 
was greatly interested in Foster and his work ' affections, and I yielded, 
as were many others. But Mr. De Long 1 Arriving at Mr. Foster’s parlors, lie in­
still called himself a skeptic. One evening vitecl me to a seat. The moment I sat down 
a party was made up at the hotel to pay a i I felt raps on the bottom of feet and along
visit to Foster. In the party were judge 
Sunderland, Curtiss j . Hillyer, Mrs. Reese 
and Mrs. Barnes. They insisted that I 
should go along with them, but I persistently

my arms. It made me uncomfortable, but 
Mr. Foster said that the room was full of 
spirits of friends who thought a great deal of 
me and who wished to communicate with

retused on this ground, that I cared nothing |me. He then said that there was a beauti- 
tor Foster or his business, so they went off ful girl, a schoolmate of mine, who wanted 
without me. Before they went, however, to talk with me. The medium then wrote 
Mr. Hillyer begged me to write a couple o f 1 her communication. In it she asked if 
questions so that he might give them to Fos- I did not remember the days when she and I 
ter who certainly could not know who wrote were pupils of the Benicia Convent, when 
them. They bothered me so much that 1 we used to go to the windows and listen to 
finally wrote out two questions—one address- the music that used to be played on the 
ed, mentally, to my mother, who was alive, passing steamers at that time. I could not 
and the other to my deceased sister. 1 in- recall my companion, and asked for her 
quired of the former, “ Are you well, dear name, when Foster dashed it off on a piece 
mother?” and of the latter, “ Are you happy, j of paper, and 1 then rembered her. He had 
dear Jennie?” The little coterie then depart-' previously given me a full description of my 
ed for Foster’s rooms at the Grand Hotel, old schoolmate. After that he said there 
None of the party saw what I had written. 1 was a little child who wished to speak with 

Up(>n their return they told me what had me. When this so-called spirit made known 
occurred. When they entered Mr. Foster’s her name, I recognized her as a niece whom 
parlors Mr. Hillyer told him they were all I had named, and to whose credit I had 
skeptics and had come to test his powers as placed a sum of money in the bank before 
a medium. They proposed to write a num- my departure for Japan. Others desired to 
her of questions and leave them upon : communicate with me, but 1 told Mr. ;

me know that ""'Hoias soon ns possible, ^ 
plied that the others would have to |)(. j ’ 
first. After a while the nu'cliiiin inf( '  ̂
me that my father was near me. u,,'1'11"1
wrote out a communication and n;iV(i

Ida
me. It read something like this:
(or your mother’s sake and mine, if 
yoiir own, see Mr. Madden and ask 
settle that matter about the Tulare k , ' 
He understands what was agreed Ih-A' 
us.”  I confess that this rather startled 
and that night after I returned home • 
thought a good deal about it.

After this I had a good many come 
lions with my husband about the Tub, 
lands, and he advised me to act upon • 
suggestion of the alleged advice given in if 
message from my father, and see .Mr. 
den. I did so, and when Mr. Madden’ 
tention was called to the matter he cheer­
ful ly restored the property to my mother 
That is all there is to tell, and I hopeyo 
will say that I do not believe that Mr. Mad- 
den intended to defraud the heirs of the lane 
I don’t know whether anything would hau 
been done toward getting possession of it. 
I had not gone to Mr. Foster’s that evening 
I am inclined to think not, however, and! 
am willing to admit that the allegd commu­
nication greatly influenced me at the timei 
the steps taken to obtain the property.’ 

The result of the seance was that Mrs.Is 
Long obtained possession of prop-:,' 
valued at $25,000.

The following is from the New You 
Graphic. ,

“ One night a total stranger to Foster 
called at his rooms and said:

“  Foster, I don’t believe in yourhumk:. 
Now, you never saw or heard of me, and: 
will bet you twenty dollars that you can' 
tell my name; I do it to test you.”

“  T-w-e-n-t-y d-o-l-l-a-r-s,” repeated Fes­
ter; “  twenty dollars that I can’t tell your 
name? Well, sir,” putting his hand to hi- 
brow, “ the spirit of your brother Clemen: 
tells me that your name is Alexander B. 
Corcorane.”

Mr. Corcorane was astonished, and tow 
out his money to pay the medium, "F 
pushed it back with a laugh.

“ One day,”  said Mr. Frank Carpenter, 
whom we met at Mr. Foster’s yesterdays 
one day a Mrs. Whitney, an utter stranger, 
came into Foster’s room with a lock c: 
coarse hair in her hand. It looked lib 
fine bristles. Holding it up, she asked ib 
medium whose hair it was. Foster took j 
in his hand a moment, pressed it to F 
brow, and exclaimed:

“ By the eternal, this i s  Andrew Ja c k s o n -  
hair.”

It turned out that Mrs. Whitney’s moth" 
was an intimate friend of General Jackson- 
and that the hunch of bristles was really;i: 
heirloom from the head of old I lickoryh'l!’’ 
self.

One day Alexander McClure, of I’eiu'-F 
vanin, came into the Continental Hotel"''1



Colonel John B. Forney. Mr. M cClure 
w is very sad, for he had received news that 
hi's son was drowned at'sea.

“ What do you think about it, Foster?”  
,sked Colonel Forney.

“ Why, sir, the boy is not drowned at 
-ill,’ replied Foster. “ H e’s alive and well, 
!,nd you'll have a letter from him in a day or 
nv0, and then he will come home.”

Two days afterward McClure met Foster 
and said with tears of gratitude:

“ Why, Foster, you were right. My boy 
is all safe. 1 had a letter from him to-day.”
•i &* *

Next to this gentleman sat another, a per­
son well-known in political circles. Foster 
suddenly turned to him and said: “ Wil-
coxson—is that the way you pronounce it ? 
His spirit is here.”  The gentleman spoken 
to said: This is most singular. Wilcoxson 
is right. Where did he die ? ”

Said Foster: “ The power is in my arm;
1 will write.”  He seized a pencil and wrote 
in a scarcely legible scrawl, very rapidly: 
“ Pied at Fordham.”  The gentleman shook 
his head. “ Is it anything like Fordham ? ”  
asked Foster. “ Suppose you write it, and 
on the other pieces of paper write the names 
of other towns.”  This was done, and the 
bits of paper were folded up and thrown on 
the table. The correct slip of paper was 
indicated immediately —  the name being 
“ London.”

“ This is, indeed, singular,”  said our 
friend. “ I this morning received a dispatch 
by cable, announcing the death of that per­
son yesterday in London.”

“ What is this power which you have, Mr. 
Foster ? ”

“ I scarcely know. I have always had it. 
It’s a phychic force of some kind, I suppose. 
All I know is that I receive an impression 
and words rise to my lips of themselves. I 
see these spirits and describe them. I get 
a sense of their wishes. How the gift comes,
I do not know.”

“ Can you always manifest this power? ” 
“ Notalways, but nearly so. These sit­

tings are very exhaustive to me. I cannot 
receive more than five or six parties in a 
day. If I attempt to do so, the result is a 
failure, either wholly or in nart.”

“ Do you, then., believe in what is called 
Spiritualism ? ”

“ Mostunquestionably I d o .”
The Light, (London, Eng), says: “ In

Paris Mr. Foster was the object of distin­
guished attention. He was an invited
guest and had frequent sittings with the E m ­
peror Napoleon, the Empress and mem­
bers of the Imperial household. Among 
his patrons and friends were the Duke and 
Duchess Persigny, Duke d ’Aumale and 
others of the nobility. In Belgium he was 
equally favored, receiving from the late king 
Leopold a magnificent diamond pin as a 
token of his regard. In this country (Eng­
land) he was the recipient of numberless 
personal and social favors. At one of his 
eanees the Queen was present.

Here existed a warm friendship between

t

Foster and Lord Bulwcr Eytton, and the 
latter chose the medium as the model for 
the character of Margrave in “ A Strange 
Story .”  Here arose another of the many 
instances which are in direct contradiction 
of the canard now being spread abroad 
since his death by certain ignorant or men­
dacious secular journalists, viz: that he did 
not even believe in his own powers. Mr. 
Foster refused at Knebworth to surrender 
his character as a spiritual instrument for 
the mere purpose of attaining a flattering 
popularity. On one occasion Bulwer ad­
vised Foster confidentially not to call him­
self a “ Spiritualist,” so that the name should 
not excite popular prejudice against him, 
but to give his “ exhibitions”  merely as “ sci­
entific phenomena;”  but this advice was re­
fused by the faithful medium, and Bulwer, 
being piqued that his counsel was not 
adopted, a dividing coolness arose between 
them.”

In the Banner o f Light of Dec. 26th, 1885, 
Luther Colby, the veteran editor and 
staunch friend of mediums, as good au­
thority as we have among the ranks of 
spiritual workers, says:—

Charles H. Foster, whose name has oc­
cupied for many years a prominent place in 
the very front rank of the modern mediums 
by whose persistent efforts the claims of the 
New Dispensation have been emphasized 
and forced upon the attention of a doubting 
and skeptical age, has gone to his reward in 
the other and better country— passing from 
the form which could no longer afford ade­
quate service to the indwelling spirit, on 
Dec. 15th, at the home of his aunt, 14  Wil­
liams street, Salem, Mass., after an earthly 
sojourn of 52 years, 2 months and 20 days. 
A  stroke of paralysis which he received on 
the night before his death was the avant 
courier announcing the coming of the great 
change, which occurred on the next after­
noon .

Mr. Foster was a Salem boy, having been 
born to the scenes of material existence on 
Turner street, that city— the late Joshua L . 
and Mary Foster being his parents, and 
himself their only child. The first notable 
evidence of his dawning medial powers oc­
curred when he was a member of the Phil­
lips School, and aged fourteen years— his 
attention being drawn to raps near his desk 
during the school sessions. Physical mani­
festations also began to make their appear­
ance in. his apartment at night— his parents 
on being called to his room by the unusual 
commotion, frequently finding the furniture 
scattered about in great disorder. Gradu­
ally these impromptu dark seances gave 
place to those manifestations of organized 
intelligence in the light for which Mr. Fos- 
tcr soon achieved a world-wide reputation.

When very young, as men reckon years, 
Foster visited England, and at once created 
a profound sensation in all ranks of society 
by the remarkable demonstrations in his 
presence of the action of occult power. He 
was, during this \ isit, a guest of the late Lord

Bulwer Eytton, at Knebworth, and pro­
duced so profound an impression upon this 
great literary celebrity that he formed the 
type in that author’s mind for the character 
of “ Margrave,”  in his singular production 
entitled “ A Strange Story.”

While in England Mr. Foster gave evi­
dence of an independence of character 
which created much astonishment in that 
land of precedents. One instance will, at 
this time, suffice to show the marked nature 
of this feeling and its exhibition. Mr. Cole­
man, an American banker, resident in Lon­
don, being a Spiritualist and a believer in 
Mr. Foster’s powers, was desirous to bring 
this gifted instrument as prominently as pos­
sible, during his stay, before the influential 
people of that great metropolis; therefore 
when a nobleman of high degree, who had 
just lost a son to whom he was devotedly 
attached, was led, through a mingled feel­
ing of longing, lonliness, and self-conscious 
curiosity, to think of consulting a medium, 
Mr. Coleman hastened to recommend Air. 
Foster to his attention. The gentleman 
called at the lodgings o f Mr. F ., and found 
him smoking, as was his wont, with great 
gusto, and showing no signs of desisting 
when his distinguished guest entered his 
apartment. Indignant at what he thought 
a want of proper respect for his rank, the 
visitor exclaimed in a rotund voice: “ F e l­
low ! put out that cigar !”

He was overcome with astonishment when 
Foster cooly informed him that he, F ., was 
in his own room, for which he paid the rent, 
that he proposed to do what he pleased 
while there, and if his visitor objected he 
could retire at once. The nobleman hastily 
withdrew in high dudgeon, and, meeting 
Air. Coleman subsequently, condemned 
with vehemence his action in recommending 
him to an “ American boor.” Air. C. was 
rather disturbed at the conduct of the m e­
dium, but begged his distinguished friend to 
overlook the matter complained of, which 
he thought might be ascribed to an evaves- 
cent eccentricity exhibited by a psychic, 
and to visit Air. F . again at some subse­
quent period, paying no attention to the in­
evitable tobacco-smoke, and making no ref­
erence to the former recontre. Some time 
thereafter the nobleman took Air. C . s ad­
vice, and called on Foster, who knew him 
at once on entering, asked him to be seated, 
and proceeded to describe his spirit-son and 
give information and consolation which 
brought tears to the father’s eyes, and 
caused him, when the medium half-playfully 
asked him at the conclusion of the seance, 
“ Is smoking offensive to you, sir ?”  to reply 
in a gratitude which overode all earthly con­
siderations and conditions, “ Not in the 
least, sir !”

This independence of character, which 
so early made itself manifest under such try­
ing circumstances, stood Air. Foster in 
good stead during his whole life-career, 
tending to give him a self-reliance and a de­
termination to maintain the truth of 'vh.il 
his guides or other spirits ga\c through him,
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whit.h made him pre-eminently a “ skeptic’s 
medium, /. ( oiu* fitted In go om into all 
iIh: highways and byways ol earth and give 
evidence ol the verity ol spirit oommimioii 
no matter how hitter the sot lal or theologic 
opposition he had to encounter, or how 
positive the personal magnetism sought to 
be brought to bear upon him by unbelieving 
patrons.

It is rc<:< > riled on the authority of the late 
hpes Sargent, that on one occasion two 
skeptical gentlemen who were present and 
saw the mysterious red writing in process of 
appearing on his arm, seized hold of it to 
discover his trick, as they tailed it, and 
s- *ul: “ We know nothing will come while
we hold it. “ What will you have?” said 
foster. “ Something that will he a test,” 
said they. “ Something that will lit our 
case;” and immediately, while they held 
his arm as in a vice, there appeared in large 
round t harm ters the words “ Two boons.” 

# * * ♦  *
I he follow mg extract* from a letter writ­

ten to us by Abbott Walker, lisq., is a suc­
cinct statement of the services which Mr. 
foster has rendered:

“ Charles II. foster, just deceased, at 
tiftv-two years of age, was one ol the best

-t-mediums for over thirty years. In the 
e irly part of the spiritualist it movement lie 
visited Havana, where he held seances,most 
"1 the communications being given through 
him in Spanish and french, of which lan­
guages he knew nothing. Later lie went to 
f.urope, and was met by many persons of 
distinction. I le has visited many times the 
principal cities of this country, convincing 
more skeptics at the first sitting, probably, 
than any other medium in the worid. He 
was almost always in working condition,
■ ing little affected by adverse surroundings. 

This man hail a large heart, and gave with 
a liberal hand. 1 1 is father once said to the 
writer; ‘Charles has been a good son to 
mother anti me.’ ”

Mr. foster was our personal friend lot- 
many years; we have had mulitudes of sit­
tings with him during that time, in company 
often with the late Kpes Sargent and various 
prominent Spiritualists of the country, anti 
< an hut endorse on our part the very highest 
expressions of praise for his mediumship 
which have fallen under our notice as made 
by other parties.

About four years since Mr. foster was at­
tacked by a. nervous difficulty, superinduced 
by a severe course of typhod fever, which 
milled in the softening of the brain and c.on- 
■ •equent indict iijty. lie had been, timing all 
the changing scenes of his exciting and 
‘ hiapiered life, ever true to his aged par­
ents, and had sought to make their lives 
1 omfortable m their declining days, and in 
his hour of affliction they in turn endeavor­
ed to soothe the ravages of disease and the 
sadness of menlaI decay.

I)r. (L 15. Crane, of St. Helena, Cal., 
says: “  In 1X70, while in New York City,
I received a letter from home (California,) 
which had been detained two weeks in St.

1 I IK ( A K k l K K  I ) ( )VK.

Lotus. It was from the family physi< ian of
my daughter, Mrs. M. I’ ., dating that she
was fatally diseased by cancer. iVithoul
one thought ol obtaining reliable informa-

| tion hut desirous ol seeing the man about
I whom I had heard so much, and being
I obliged to remain in the < ily till next day, I
repaired to footer’s office, found him alone,

! but two ladies soon entered, to whom I 1 . ' agreed to give pla< c on condition that I
might w itness their seance. While describ­
ing their friends which he professed to see,
I inquired? “ Do you see any of my friends? 
Looking around with a vacant stare he re­
plied, “ No,” but pausing a moment said, 
“ Yes, there tomes your wife, and she is so 
excited I doubt whether she can communi­
cate.”

“ Can she tell me anything about home?”
“  All well in California,”  was his reply.
“ Then,” said I, “ that is not my wife, for 

I know’ it is not so.”
In an excited way he added, “ She says 

Mary is getting well and will be as well as 
ever in her life.”

With my knowledge of the incurability of 
cancer, I continued: “ 1 cannot believe it,
but if she will give the date of death, 1 can 
believe it is my wife.” Striking his hand 
down heavily on mine, which w!as resting on 
the table, he spoke with emphasis: “ She
says she will write it in letters of blood on 
my hand.” Immediately I could discern 
faint, reddish marks on the back of his 
hand, which grew more and more distinct, 
till “ Nov. 6, 1X6X” was unmistakably plain. 
The ladies standing near bv, read it aloud 
before J spoke; indeed I avoided speaking, 
fearing I could not trust my eyes. I was 
simply amazed. I mentally inquired, “ How 
did this man know I ever had a wife or 
daughter, and that her name was Mary, and 
that we hailed from California, as I had 
not given him the least possible clue?” We 
all saw the letters fade out in about one 
minute of time.

I came home. A physician from the city 
had pronounced the diagnosis erroneous, 
changed the treatment, rapid convalescence 
ensued, and in twelve months another grand­
son appeared.

The above is all of my own knowledge - 
every item true, or my senses cannot be 
trusted in anything.

The following is hearsay:
A distinguished M. C.,an intimate friend, 

firmly believed mediumship a humbug and 
Spiritualism a delusion. When Poster was 
in Washington, with a number of others he 
called on him. “ Col. 15. ”  said Poster, [ no 
names had been announced, | “ a lady came 
in with you who says she is your mother, 
and to verify that fact, will write her name 
on my arm, exposing it. The Colonel told 
me lie was filled with blank amazement on. 
seeing the name of his mother, knowing that 
no one in W ashington knew il hut himself, 
and while watching it lade away, foster re­
sumed, saying: “ And there comes your
law partner, Col. S., who says lie has been 
Iml a lew weeks in spirit life.

“ When I had become cool cnou"h ” 
tinned Mr. 15., “ to test the Colonel's 
ern e, I inquired what he did with a ,',/ 
ineiil be took from the office vvhi-n )„ , 
left it?” adding, “ I have ransacked tin ,', 
in vain to find it.” “ Why,” replied la' ',''' 
“ I left it in drawer No. iX, in Jud<»-yp 
office, and it is there now.”

“ I was about to start home, and when | 
reached our city, I went directly to [p,, 
office, opened No. iX,and there lay th< 
paper, and this is my first and last evjx.-ri- 
cnee in Spiritualism. I confess the evident, 
of Col. S .’s mental presence was indisn;e 
able, but I concluded it rationale, like tin- 
search after Cod, so far transcended hunt;■ 
capacity that I might as well let it alone. '

In a memorial discourse given in IJerkele, 
Hall, Hoston, Dec. 20th 18X5, the controls 
of W. J. Colville, bore the following testi­
mony as to mediumship and character of 
Mr. Poster:—

“ In the life of our departed brother, Char­
les H. Poster, we are brought face to fare 
with an immense variety of almost incompre­
hensible contradictions. We find in him 
one who united the most singularly opposite 
elements in a single personality, lie stein 
to have been perpetually swayed by the 
most widely divergent influences, some hurry­
ing him on to ruin, others lifting him to 
loftiest heights of nobility and 
usefulness. He was indeed a singular man, 
far more unlike the ordinary than many con­
cerning whom the most extended histories 
have been written. He was not an ordinary 
spirit-medium; there are few if any like him; 
few so sensitive as he. Taken all in all he 
was indeed a ram a most interesting
specimen of peculiarity; at once very posi­
tive and very negative, extremely self-willed 
and exceedingly pliant; swayed as easily as 
the .Kolian harp by subtle, unsuspected in­
fluences, and, at the same time, persistent 
even to obstinacy in having his own way. 
He could not Ire controlled by any ordinary 
means, and yet he was controlled by unseen 
powers with such remarkable facility that 
the tests given through his organism number­
ed among them many of the most convin­
cing proofs of spirit-ministry granted to the 
present century.

* * * #
The secular as well as the spiritualistic 

press has spoken loudly in praise of Charles 
11. Poster’s mediumship, not only since the 
passing from the earthly body, Inn at fre­
quent intervals during his earthly life. He 
was a great traveler both by land and sea, 
especially by land. He visited almost 

.every section of his native land; his fame 
spread, and his name became a household 

j word from Maine to California, and in 
| every part of Purope there were those who 
knew of him and had the privilegcufattend- 

j ing his seances. In Knglaml the impression 
! lie made upon the nobility was very great, 
anti it was the same in other countries 
which lie visited lie was received every­
where; rank was forgotten, social harriers
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she was declared to be “ in no immediatedissolved hhe ice before the mysterious 
[tower which accompanied him. The num­
ber of hearts he cheered and lives he blessed 
with revelations from the spirit-spheres is 
known only to those who can read the re­
cords of eternity. The good he did, the 
light he spread, was so great, so phenome­
nally bright, that when we dwell upon it its 
dazzling beams at once annihilate the 
shadows, and he stands before us only as a 
man of such rare genius that in the contem­
plation of his resplendent gift we can see 
and remember nothing which could possi­
bly east a shade upon their lustre.

* # * ■ X i\-
After years of suffering, he recovered all 

he had lost of spiritual perception, and 
gained a sweetness and mellowness of | 
character lie had never possessed before. 
He was always good-hearted, generous, 
prodigal in giving; he was no miser hoard­
ing up treasures to clog his spirit when the 
hour came for its release; he was a spend­
thrift, some would s^y, but a spendthrift is 
an angel in comparison with a miser. He 
earned money, a great deal of it, and he 
deserved all he got; he, however, did much 
gratuitous work, and was never hard on 
those whose material means forbade them 
paying him his fee. His was the life o f  a 
successful professional medium, one in which 
the sweets and bitters, flowers and thorns 
of life quickly alternate and freely abound. 
He lives in the memories and hearts of 
thousands; they cannot but remember that 
it is to him they owe their first glimpse of 
spiritual existence.”

Biographical S k e tc h  o f M rs . D a v e r n a  
M a th e w s .

In central New York the subject of this 
sketch first saw the light of day. At an 
early age she was considered a good subject 
lor mesmerism, and the family physician 
would come to her for a clairvoyant pre­
scription whenever he had a doubtful case 
on hand. Some of these cases were quite 
remarkable and worthy of mention. A 
neighboring family had lost two children 
with scarlet fever; a third and only child 
was stricken down. Its throat was swollen 
so that it was unable to swallow. A pre­
scription was given which saved its life.

In another instance, the child’s throat was 
full of canker extending to the outer surface. 
The prescription in this instance was so 
simple, and yet so strange, that it is given here. 
One tearcupful of starch mixed with one 
tablespoonful of hard wood ashes, applied 
externally, killed the eankerand cured 
the child In all cases the prescrip­
tions were simple, and such as would 
not be likely to have been formed in 
the mind of the medium. Another case 
was that of a young lady supposed to be 
dying with consumption. H er mother and 
friends, with the physician, sat watching by 
her bedside expecting she could live but a 
few hours at most.

\ clairvoyant examination was made and

danger,- that she would live for years.”  A 
prescription was given, and the result most 
gratifying. She was living in comparative 
health several years afterwards with the use 
o( but one lung. T his was before the raps 
at Hydesville sounded their bugle notes 
proclaiming immortality. Mrs. Mathews 
had been reared a Universalist, so when 
reading of those wonderful manifestations, 
she exclaimed: “ How pleasing! How
reasonable, that the same law that permits 
the spirit to depart from the body, will per­
mit it to return, and with its magnetic power 
control other bodies susceptible to its influ­
ence.”

Mrs. Mathews soon found that by placing 
herself in a certain passive condition she 
could induce this magnetic sleep without 
the aid of human hands, communications 
would be written and prescriptions given the 
same as before. Upon awakening to con­
sciousness, she would have no recollection 
of what had occurred and when told of it, 
all seemed very strange.

About this time she visited her brother 
and family,then residing in Brenham, Texas. 
On the way there, while in Houston, she 
fell a victim to the dreaded scourge—yellow 
fever. Although alone and among strangers, 
she had the continued assurance of her 
angel guides that she would live. This as­
surance, coupled with a strong determina­
tion on her part, enabled her, when con­
valescent, to travel a distance of seventy-five 
miles over a road rendered almost impass­
able by heavy rains, though her physician, 
said she would never reach her destination 
alive.

Upon her arrival at the end of her jour­
ney her weight, which was 125 pounds when 
in health, was now 85 pounds; but the as­
surance given was verified. Spiritualism 
was at that time very little known in Bren­
ham; yet those who witnessed the manifesta­
tions were convinced of their truthfulness. 
Although very successful diagnosing dis­
ease and making prescriptions therefor, she 
was never permitted to accept compensation 
for such services. Among her patients was 
a gentleman suffering from acute inflam­
mation of the eyes. He had been under 
the physician’s care for six weeks, growing 
worse all the lime, and unable to sleep or 
bear the light, with eyes swollen almost to 
bursting. The first night after using Mrs. 
Mathew’s prescription-, he could sleep, and 
in a few clays the inflammation was gone. 
Though it was a pleasure to relieve the sick 
and suffering, still she felt a dislike to the 
surrendering of her own individuality and 
could not be induced to do so except in the 
presence of her family.

In 1861 Mrs. Mathews made tiic perilous 
journey through Mexico from Matamoras 
to Mazatlan on the way to California. One 
incident which occurred during this trip will 
show how ever watchful the dear angels were 
of their charge. In the company was a 
Spaniard and his servant. 'They were in 
what was considered one of the most dan­

gerous portions of the road; human skulls 
were visible all along the way. The Span­
iard said they must make all haste and not 
stop to rest or eat. They came to a place 
where there were two roads leading in differ­
ent directions. Mrs. Mathews felt a sudden 
impulse to stop, and, springing from her 
horse, said she should do so, even if they 
all left her. They did not leave her; but 
during the pause they ascertained that the 
Spaniard had endeavored to bribe their 
guide to take the wrong road,— he desiring 
their company for his greater safety. Had 
they not stopped just where they did they 
would have been led into a trap which, un­
doubtedly, would have cost them their lives. 
So all along through that journey fraught 
with so much danger, they were conscious 
of the guiding presence of invisible ones, and 
never, for a moment doubted they should 
get through in safety. Mrs. Mathews and 
her sister, Mrs. F. M. B. Morse were the 
first white women who had ever passed over 
the trail and can say what few women can 
— that they crossed the continent on horse­
back. During this three month’s journey 
enough incidents of interest occurred to 
fill a volume.

Mrs. Mathews says that from the time of 
her arrival in San Francisco until July 24th, 
1876, her mediumship was like a sealed 
book. When—

After long and weary fasting,
After patient, earnest asking,
After nights and days of waiting,
Hack they come, the silence breaking.
Come a dark-eyed, Indian maiden 
Prom tlie distant liclds of Aiden.

And while she talked almost incessantly 
her Indian speech, she would intermingle 
lines of poetry which were taken down by 
her husband, who was her amanuensis. Dur­
ing the years that followed, many tests were 
given and verified, and ever since, at almost 
any time, when strongly desiring it, a com­
munication in verse will come from this un­
seen messenger.

It is with many misgivings as to our 
ability to faithfully delineate and record the 
noble services rendered the cause of Spirit­
ualism by this dear woman, that we ap­
proach that portion of her history which 
relates to her public work in Sun Francisco 
which has been incessant and untiring for 
the last fifteen years. In the year rSyo, 
the society known as “ The First Spiritual 
Union,”  was organized. Mrs. Mathews 
was elected President, which office, with 
the exception of a few months, she has 
since filled; having been re-elected from 
year to year by the unanimous vote ot the 
Society. For the first eight or ten years 
this was the only Spiritual Association in 
San Francisco. It occupied some of the 
best halls in the city, held meetings twice 
every Sunday, employed the best talent vis­
iting this coast, among whom were C. Fanny 
Allyn, Addie L. Ballou, J .  M. Peebles, Dr. 
Slade, Hon. Warren (Phase, Thus, (laics 
Forster,and the beloved Mrs. U. 1 . Waimn 
who was their regular speaker-for o u t  iwn

{
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years, and on the occasion of her farewell 
lecture previous to starting for Australia, the 
iarge hall was crowded with her many warm 
friends who listened, for the last time, to 
her ministrations under the auspices of the 
First Spiritual Union. This Society also 
employed the best local talent obtainable, 
gave many benefits to those in distress, wel­
comed all within its fold. Here the medi­
ums always found a ( ordial welcome and a 
free platform.

In 1S7; it started a Children's Progres­
sive Lyceum, of which Mrs. Mathews was 
M - tor the tv The ne
two years she was Guardian. She was then 
elected Conductor, which office she still j 
holds, being re-elected yearly on account of 
her devotion to the work and the efficient j 
manner in w hich it is conducted. As an 1 
instance of the high esteem in war h - tc i-. , 
held by the people, 'he was presented with 
a beautiful gold medal bearing the inscrip­
tion: “  Presented to Mrs. I.averna Mathews 
bv the San Francisco Spiritualists tor meri­
torious services.”

< )n another oc asi-m, at .1 meeting in her 
honor, Mr. C. M. poke as folio
“ Thinking of the devoted, untiring and un­
assuming work ail these - e”
teemed friend, an 1 Sister in Spirit in 
whose honor we arc met to-night, I aske I 
myself what mutt be the choicest source of 
pleasant reflection, what the safest ground 
fur pure and lofty congratulation in looking 
back up >n their labors.-* I find the answer 
here: That this has been a platform of
peaceful persuasion, not warlike encounter; 
th ork has been for general enlight­
enment, not special or partia1 illumination 
universally inclusive, not the upbuilding of 

. . .  another. Our friend may 
I  happily, thanks to the universal scope of 

Spiritualism, and the impersonal sphere of 
these labors, cherish no fear that any human 
being can ju . ty: “ I "as left out, your 

" work was not for me. For here nobody is 
down, no one prostrate. Here all have tr.e 
inning-.’. N s one is :ett out. 
appointed, defeated or lost, 
no more welcome reflection— 
fying assurance.

What a [>erpetuai joy to offer this univer­
sal gospel of gladness from which none are 

'excluded. It is this breadth— this inclu­
sion, peaceful, comprehensive, humani­
tarian < naructer of the wore here cone so 
quietly, so persistently and well that coin- 
mends it to all of us as the sublimest and 
best of human employments. It is no light 
thing to fee! that no one can say he or she 
has ever been overlooked—left out. or 

.led.” Upon Mrs. Watson’s return from 
Austr . . was engaged to continue the
meeting-5 which had been commenced under 
an independent management by Mrs- Kich- 

,puritan be. I he h ir,t
.ritual Union then, for tn c jir t tune, sus­

pended meetings and united in support - 
irj - the services at the lernple. Its Chil­
dren’* Lyceum meets at that place, and is 
,,n,.. 0{ the institutions the Spiritualists of

•0 i‘v leu
is never any noise or dust.,
-.its at her table, one cannot
admire and enjoy most, the . . . T  
in the arrangement of everythin-/’ Y ” 
cate cookery which is the wort-'? Y.
1........ 1 r

San Francisco may well be prom of U J  to te da
following which we clip from the Goldin rhe house work teem  to “ do ; S . r
Gate, egresses it, estimation of this grand

“ The C hildren 's Lyceum at the iemple 
is one of the good works handed down from 
the First Spiritual Union. It owes its ntt:
and efficient y, mainly, to that grand worker hands I here is an air of refin, 
and noble-souled woman, Mrs. Laverna j it all that make* one cease to 
Mathews, who never tires in her faithful 
efforts in behalf of the children, for whom 
she has a mother’s tender sol it itude.
Spiritualism with her is an e ve r-a ctive ,  riv­
ing principle -a divine reality. It ^mi- 
braces all intellectual and spiritual unfold- 
ment—all graces and virtues of character.
And not alone to the children is her work 
confined; her cultured mind and clear con­
ception of truth render her a power in the 
dissemination of the light and knowledge of 
the spiritual philosophy among thQse- of 
older growth. Our young people should 
not miss the grand opportunity for instruc­
tion afforded them by the Lyceum over 
which Mrs Mathews presides. I here are 
groups for all ages, from the little “ we tots” 
upwards.”

The following beautiful tribute, descrip­
tive of the sweet home-life, in which the 
womanly graces of character are so clearly- 
revealed, is from the pen of Mrs. Mathews’ 
loved and valued friend, Mrs. K. L.
Watson :

“ My association with Mrs. I.averna 
Mathews, as President of the First Spiritual 
Union of San Francisco, marks one of the 
happiest periods of my public life. She 
was always at her post of duty, smiling, 
benignant, inspiring confidence, and giving

in

not one dis- 
I can imagine 

-no more grati-

encouragement and generous -.upport 
every way within her |>ower.

She was a host within herself. II the 
. choir failed to appear she filled their place 
with voice and instrument: if the speaker 

: was sick, or otherwise a failure, she bridged 
the chasm with an original ooc-m or happy 
thought-, in prose. The only criticism I 
ever heard of her in her public capacity w as, 
that she was “ too charitable” —a very rare 
fault in th is world, and certainly one that 
“ leans to virtue’s side.”

She has such veneration for mediumship 
\ that the angels’ instruments arc always sure 
| of her hearty sympathy, and with her upon 
the rostrum I felt certain that one apprecia­
tive -> ml was intently listening and garner- 
. . ip the good from all my faulty utter­
ances.

But to know this little woman’s worth 
one must see her in her home. 1 hat is the 
true te-t of character in man or woman. 
Any one can shine one day of the week in 
their best clothes, but it is how we look and 

. live at home that tell. the true story of our 
manhood and womanhood. And I know 
of no one who can better bear the light than 
I.averna Mathe \ .

Her house like her life is a quiet love- 
poem. Her baud, have a magical touch, 
everything that greet, the eye bespeak, the 

, love of the beautiful, from the picture -he

angels visit mortals and the / f. , 'k 
dences of hav ing been in this c..-/.' 
home. There is a sense of harn 
air— partly accounted Ur by the J  
all she is or doe-, -he has the hY'r 
ciation and co-operation of one - f '• 
of husband-.. Although she ha . ,v ' 
of her own, she has not. alio ;>■/: d r  
hood to shrivel for war.!: of cci < . ■ '
she draw-, them to her by the j
gentle ways and tender heart, ar.Y’.,’, V '  
doctor of the Children’s Lyceum iV 
J -ars w >een and i doing 
noble work that will live after - 
tentative -., making no profession,. 
along “ the even tenor of her •- .’ .'
fragrance and a bright, shining ibhA 

Of our own personal relations with v- 
Mathews we can say they have hew.
>wee ■ . gratifying. Vhe . -
San Francisco,“ a stranger in a strange line 
she was the first to urn 
made us feel at home, and in the dark 
that followed, when we .ere “ tried : 
were by f.rc,” the tho ;gh*. of d r  friend
w as like a .->tar of peace (lining ca....iva- .
the dark and troubled waters u>jn 
our barque was tossed. emory of
tho : tys, ie 1 the ten . • . . . .
hand, her kiss of sympathy seemed .:' . 
holy benediction, can never be forgo".-. 
Just how Hindi it was to us then, -he new: 
knew; but in the great hereafter when :h- 
angel rolls the stone away fro a the , c : ' 
of human heart ind the “ inner fife” :and$ 
revealed, Upon the page Ot one hearth kSr 
tory will be inscribed the name— 1 
Mathaus.—She t  ister 1

Sketch  o f  Mr. J. M. Mathews.

Trie ancest'jrs/jf John M. Math-.-',. -
from Wale., in the early part of the tSth cen­
tury, and .settled in Pennsylvania near IT.: 
delphia.

From the earliest records iris father’s a -• 
. Hardshell baptists, and this creG 

entailed on all the generations that to!. w-C 
to thi, time. >0 imbedded were they !i 
this creed, that it is almost a miracle that 
one of them should have broken the <:“ • 
and departed from the faith. And it <:-n 
only be accounted for on the ground tha- 
his mother’s family were Quakers.

Naturally of a religious dispostti in be can? 
became a church member. In the y<m 
1850 he left home full of zeal, deterurineii t 
carry his religion wherever he might go.

His firs: abiding place was Baltin* 
Contact with people of more lil>eral though- 
had a tendency to broaden his religion 
views. During the year and a half that t' '
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lout'll In- visited several of the Southern 
S u i t e s  ulieio lie found people more religious 
nil I less progressive.

l-’.ilueated an Aholitionisl. he was earnest 
in his aversion to Slavery. Hut here he 
louml the elutrches teaching that slavery was 
;l Divine Institution, lie  now began to see 
the fallibility ofthe teachings of the Churches 
[Hid to view mankind from a new standpoint, 
[hen the journey to California in 1852 gave 
a new experience. In these early days all 
restraint was thrown aside, and each indivi­
dual exhibited their real characters. Often 
it was found that the pious Church member 
had become the gambler and the reckless 
youth of the older States now had become 
the man of honor. Never was there a time 
>0 good to study human nature. Never was 
there a time when the masks of our civiliza­
tion were so lifted and every body stood for 
just what they were worth.

The lesson learned was that human nature 
was not all had, but naturally good.

That the conventional laws of Society has 
much to do in making men dishonest and

my. \\ herever lhere is work to be done
for Spiritualistic advancement, then' in the 
forefront o! every honest enterprise and 01- 

I deavor will |. M. Mathews and his equally 
I In it hlul lile-companion be always found.

Long and earnestly have they toiled, and 
| still they faint not, neither are they wearied.
! llow few l here are among the hosts of Spirit- 
: unlists in our midst who have felt impressed 
I to contribute one tithe of the patient, per­
sistent labor and assistance to our common 
| cause that these noble workers bare devoted 
j to the suslentation of the precious truths of 
; that heaven-born philosophy, the soul-nour­
ishing inlluence of which irradiate from 
year to year their love-crowned lives. I.ong 
may they be spared to us here below! Their 
unselfish, untiring work in behalf of ration­
al religion and the soul-culture of our little 
ones will urgently be needed for many a year 
yet. Difficult indeed would it be to lill 
their places. Would that many others could 
be inspired by their example to emulate their 
beneficent life-work in all its multiform and 
varied usefulness!”

selfish.
from the year 1853 to 1856 was a tran­

sitional period with him religiously. 'Though 
all was hurry and excitement in those early 
days, he still found time to think and inves­
tigate into the truthfulness of the old reli-

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.

A Lecture by Mrs. E. L. Watson, Delivered 
at Metropolitan Temple, Sunday Evening, 

January 31, 1886.

gious creeds.
The result of this could only lead in one 

direction, which was skepticism. But this 
was far from being satisfactory. Was this all 
of life? Would death end all our aspirations? 
If so, then life was indeed a failure.

In this unsatisfied and receptive condition 
of mind, the works of A. J . Davis and other 
spiritual books fell into his hands— this was 
in 1S56. He read and was delighted. It 
seemed so natural and fitted so perfectly 
with his desires, that he felt like shouting for 
very joy, and said: “ this is glorious— this is 
true—I  know it." From that day to the 
present he has been a Spiritualist and has 
identified himself with them, and endeavored 
to d’sseminate the truths of the beautiful 
philosophy.

Mr. Mathews’ public work in the Spiritual 
field in San Francisco has been side by side 
with his estimable wife, and, so perfectly 
have their labors been blended that in speak­
ing of one the other is inseparably associated 
in the memory of their valued services. 
When the “ First Spiritual Union” was or­
ganized Mr. Mathews was elected its Treas- 
Mirer and Business Manager, and to his ju­
dicious oversight and patient, persistent 
labor much of the success which followed 
was due. Mr. Win, Emmette Coleman, 
who never praises undeservedly, or stoops to 
flattery, in speaking of Mr. and Mrs. Mathews 
says:

“ The faithful work performed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Mathews in furtherance of the best in­
tents of their well-beloved Spiritualism merits 
the grateful appreciation of every well-wisher 
of the holy cause so ardeniD championed by 
1 h<c,e unflinching warrior-devotees (so to 
:“ 'h enlisted for life in 1 m ill’s mighty ar­

W hat God Hath Joined Together, Let no Man Put 
Asunder.

You are aware that within the last few 
years there has been a revision of this good 
book from which our text is taken. Wethink 
that it might be still further revised, and we 
trust you will allow us to do a little of that 
work to-night since we have no reason for 
supposing that the eminent gentlemen who 
have made this revision could lay any 
special claim to inspiration any more than 
we can. Hence we feel we have Just as 
good a right to revise our text as they 
(applause), and we will make it to read, 
“  What God hath put asunder let no man 
join together.”  (Applause.)

Nature makes no mistakes. 'The only 
infallible guide we know, is found in the 
constitution of the universe; in the right 
reading of the phenomena by which we are 
surrounded, a portion of which constitutes 
our own life.

'The relation of the sexes involves the 
most important issues of human life. To 
rightly understand natuie’s desire in this 
matter is to obtain divine guidance, and to 
shake from human nature an awful incubus 
which has rested upon it for countless 
years.

'The institution as it now exists has been 
rightly named by one of the world’s best 
advocates of human liberty, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, a “  Man-marriage.”  While woman 
is as deeply concerned in the matter as 
man, she has never been consulted on the 
subject, and has never been allowed one 
word toward making or modifying the 
statutes relating to that institution.

it. is self-evident, that Nature intended 
the male and the female to live together in

harmony, and by this relation of the man to 
the woman and the woman to the man, to 
keep humanity ever fresh upon earth’s 
bosom and to eternize the purest alleetions 
of the human heart. It. is plain that what 
on the part of nature is a necessity and a 
legitimate condition, can have no grain of 
vulgarity about it and must be held as pure 
and sacred. 'The relation of the sexes, the 
principle of sex, is as divine as the idea ol 
( iod and immortality.

Since this relation involves, first, the 
happiness of the individual; secondly, the 
protection of the offspring; thirdly, the 
permanence of the State, it is of the highest 
importance that we should have right ideas 
upon the subject. Yet, strange to say, it 
has been treated with unpardonable light­
ness on the part of society at large, and it 
seems almost audacity on our part to discuss 
it publicly; nevertheless we are determined 
to do so in the plainest and simplest manner 
possible.

Herbert Spencer says that with our hairy 
ancestors the strongest male was enabled to 
capture the most beautiful female, and thus 
the “  survival of the fittest ” was secured. 
'This principle of male strength, and the 
habit of enforcing the will and managing 
the domestic relation by main force, rather 
than by mutual agreement for the mutual 
happiness, has been handed down from 
generation to generation and survives unto 
this hour.

The institution of marriage starts out with 
a wrong proposition, and that is the 
inequality of human rights. Man arrogates 
to himself special prerogatives, and the 
Pauline doctrine is perpetuated, which 
declares “  man was not made for the 
woman, but the woman for the man;” that 
“  man did not come of the woman, but the 
woman of the man;” that “  wives must 
submit themselves unto their husbands as 
unto the Lord, for the husband is the head 
of the wife as Christ is the head of the 
Church.”  We have had this doctrine 
preached to us for hundreds of years, and 
the result is an unjust relation existing 
between the sexes.

'The basis of every true marriage is self- 
respect and respect of each other, the 
maintenance of individual liberty, the 
development and perfection of character, 
and an agreement of the positive and nega­
tive to unite in building up mutual happi­
ness. All true marriage has for its key­
note pure and constant love, which is only 
another name for individual adaptation, 
physical, moral and spiritual affinity— with­
out these the two can never be divinely 
joined.

Nature (which is only another name for 
God), never joins in marriage two human 
beings who are constitutionally antagonistic 
to each other. It by any misapprehension 
of either they come together in the sexual 
relation and then follows the revelation of 
antagonism, they are in duty bound by the 
laws of God, whatever may he the laws of 
man, to separate. (Applause.)



Divergence ol i-. beautiful ami only
makes more perfectthe harmony; but where
actual and \ital antagonisms ex'st in tin 
marriage relation, they re-doulile 
force in the next generation. It is a physi

human life. But, that oth< r place, where
two lives are stinging each other; where the 
children hear discordant words; where then 

their are frowns instead of smiles, coldness and 
indifference instead of intense love and

olgoicalfact that antagonisms are hereditary, anxiety to please and Ide s that place < al­
and that family broils are conceived, born not be called a borne. I bat place "licit 
and perpetuated in unhappy marriages, the faees naturally turn away from c.e h 
This results in confusion in soeietv. lust other and eyes evade glances, v.ln ie the
as soon as the individual is thrown from his 
equipoise he creates a tremor alone the

hands never clasp with love s cordiality and 
the lips never kiss, save in a paroxysm of

lines of communication which bind human passion, that place is the nearest to bed, il
it is not the very heart of hell. Applause.)

As the relation of the sexes lies at the 
very root of being and is of vast importance 
to the present hour, involving the happiness

beings together, and there aie waves of 
disturbance that may reach hundreds of 
miles, and 1 have known them to reach 
around the world.

It is a precious privilege to speak the of generations to come, the first thing we 
truth fearlessly, and that A what we -.hall do will do to make things better than they are 
at this time. In regard to our present is to be more cautious about marrying; we 
marriage institution, is it not true that are going to study it scientifically, and 
woman is not sufficiently considered? A  straightway we will discover that a young 
married woman is a nonentity before the girl under twenty years o f  age is physiologi- 
law; she sink' her individuality in her callv, psychologically, spiritually and morally 
husband; she does nut own or dare to claim unfit lor that relation. \\ e will not tell her 
her own person; her earnings are her hus- to make ready for marriage by looking her 
bands, also her dowry in many States; her prettiest, and showing off a few accomplish- 
ohildren are her husbands, and his opinons merits, but we will say to her, “ Life is real; 
must i>e her s if she would live in peace, life is earnest. ’ 1 he aim o f life is not
Tins i> not right. Applause.) This relation marriage; that is beautiful and is to be one 
should be mutual, not only in one particular of God's blessings to you bye and bye, 
but from the marriage kiss to the pushing which will bring you pearls of joy; spiritual 
out of the birdlings from the nest and send- amethysts and diamonds; love is going to 
ing them on their individual and independ- be life’s luxury, but now make ready to do 
tnt wav: every interest should become one, some noble, brave, good work. Doing that 
ami absolute respect preserved as the basis you will be beautiful. I hen you will not 
and support of the divine affections. Each attract the dude, the man of the world, the 
should feel that not only tacitly, but before fortune hunter, but the noble of the oppo- 
the law. they still exist as individualities, site sex who will join hands with you in 
yet harmoniously blended in all interests, so this covenant from which shall spring im- 
that the rights of one cannot be infringed mortal life as well as immortal love, 
upon without injuring the other. From I I it the next place get acquainted before 
this harmonious action the music of the you marry. A  great many engage in matri- 
marriage life would flow continually. inony who know almost absolutely nothing

When we take into consideration how ot tneir prospective husbands and wives; 
little we really know; that here and there they put on their sweetest looks and dance 
we pick up a fragment of truth, and now like the ephemera in a sunbeam of joy, and 
and then catch a glimpse of the moral law, then unite in this sacred relation blindly, 
the majesty of which few as yet are able to not knowing or thinking about the conse- 
comprehend, let me ask why two beings, quences.
striving to do their besf, who come together Marriage seems to have simply become a 
from mistaken judgment, not being fully j fashion ot the world. \\ c want it to be- 
acquainted with each other's habits and come something more than this. Do you 
characteristics— when they make this dis-1 say that the ecclesiastics have rendered it 
< overy and see that life is one cruel blank secure, and that when the bride is lead to 
if they continue the relation, that it i» i the altar and the words of the priest are

reason in s • id, it thereby becomes a sacrament. Notplanted thick with thorns, what re 
logic, what reason in ethics, what reason 
under God’s shining heavens is there for 
compelling these two beings to torture each 
other the rest of their mortal lives. (Great 
applause.)

I know of none. Hut you say they 
should remain together for the sake of the 
children. That is one of the very reasons

a bit of it! ff nature has not joined them, 
though the priest has pronounced them one, 
they are two nevertheless.

'I his leads us to the heart of the question. 
Eet us do away with marriage as a mere 
fashion. Let us recognize that a married 
woman is equal to a married man, and if 
they set sail upon this sea oi matrimony

why they should be disunited. A happy with five cents, and in a few years aocuimi- 
home, with the rosy cheeked little ones, late a fortune, let half ol that be counted
their dancing feet, laughing eyes and prat 
tling lips, with two united hearts making 
the perfect whole; the home planted thick 
with the flowers of affection is the vestibule 
o f  heaven, if not the very holy of holies of

the wife’s. In this respect you are better 
off in California than in some of the States 
east of the Rocky Mountains. Let it be 
remembered that happiness, joy and inde­
pendence also belongs to the woman, and

that she is something more to her R, 
than a mere convenient append,-, ’ J ' 
the present institution it is quite 
lor men to pay more cotirn -.i,-. ,, 
cook' and chambermaids than to , 
wives; in thousands of instance-, th< ' 
are the aristocracy of the domestic A,  
They r an dress better, have longer. V" 
and live more independent than h a l f / ’ 
wives in this < ountry. What is the a- 
“ Simply because “ the woman 
for the man, and not man for the woina 
Now, in our opinion they were made L  
each other, and there can be no (jues 
of superiority between husband and v.jiv 
True marriage has justice for it' bash. -  
unless this be the case, and it i- cy ,, 
with the principle and law of love, it hr,/ 
and void before G od’s law. And her- 
would come in the command “ What <T 
lias put asunder let no man join together 

j (Applause.)
You may feel that we are treating the 

subject in a very radical manner, hut v,e be. 
lievc- that the revolution which this ices g 
marriage would bring about would do more 
for tne redemption of the world than the 
death of all the Christs that have been naiie: 
to cross or drank the poisoned draught- 
thrust upon them by the hands of prejudice 
and ignorance. Why ? Because ' n 
present conditions it keeps all thesor.-- ': 
God busy in both worlds to keep us out ; 
hell here and hereafter! If it is so hard; 
regenerate, let us see what can be done 
a good generation. See to it that you are 
joined by the law1 of harmony and mutua,

. love; see that you are physiologically ada;:- 
; ed to each other and psychologically 
: blended, and then we will have no idic:- 
I and imbeciles to be provided for by the 
j Stale, but Raphaels, Michael Angelo- 

Mozarts, Beethovens, Christs, Uuddha.-. 
and beings like Socrates will walk w ith us in 
our common, every-day life, and every 

i mother’s bosom shall nurse the world's rc- 
i deemer, and every father's heart shall re­

joice in a fresh and noble humanity spring­
ing forth from a pure love.

It is a significant fact that child-murder 
has become so common that the ecclesiastics 
— the last men on earth to touch a social 
evil— have found it necessary to cry out 

, against it. How are you going to overcome 
the desire for murder in the heart of a 
mother who has no rights as a wife? Who 
is wronged, in ways that cannot he spoken, 
wronged a thousand times more cruelly 

i than he who was nailed upon the cross and 
had the spear thrust into his side. In the 

I name of our common interests how can we 
hope to have children welcomed until we 
see maternity protected and life at its very 

, fountains guarded from the lawlessness ol 
man's lust>? Never will the day of redemp­
tion dawn until woman stands before the 

, law equal to man; until woman is something 
j more than a doll or a household drudge- 

There are thousands of men who think ii 
: they dress their wives well, allow them a 

liberal sum for “ pin money” and permit





them to ride in their carnages, they have 
j one for them all that could he expected. 
W it we answer, husbands have not fulfilled 
t|Wir whole duty when they have clothed 
liei,. wives in velvets and adorned them 

with diamonds, if they disregard their in­
dividual rights and trample upon the sacred 
d e s ire s  of the heart. Such men insult and 
d e g r a d e  their wives.

This is a great subject, and we can only 
make a few suggestion in the time allotted 
us to speak. We repeat, we must have 
better acquaintance before marriage. We 
must view the matter in a more serious 
light than has been the habit of the world 
and study it in all its bearings, prayerfully 
and tenderly. As we have said, the har­
monious relation of the sexes results in in­
dium! happiness, protection of the offspring 
and permanence of the State. * Happy 
homes insure prosperity at large. A coun­
try where evil is disfranchised instead of 
legalized, and which regards the virtue of 
its young men just as necessary as the vir­
tue of its voting women, and establishes the j 
marriage relation upon a scientific and i 
philosophical as well as ethical basis cannot | 
possibly lie otherwise than prosperous. 
When the heart is happy it is not plotting 
mischief; when our homes are made the 
theater of all the blessed joys, the fountain i 
and sources of all the divine graces, we: 
shall not hesitate to let our young girls go 
from our presence for fear they may be in | 
danger of meeting a wild beast dressed in ; 
broadcloth. We shall not fear for any in­
terests of the nation, for lo! pure feeling; 
sympathy and all noble aspirations are quick­
ened in the happy home.

Looking at it in this light we must con­
sider it a grievous mistake for two people to 
come together who cannot agree. In re­
gard to the law of divorce, the best interest 
of all concerned should he taken into con­
sideration, and it should be just as easy for 
a woman to obtain a divorce as for a man. 
It should not be necessary in any State of 
this glorious Union for either to commit a 
crime in order to sever this tie. (Applause.)

I do not mean that there should be a 
separation on account of trivial antogonisms 
or differences—no, a thousand times no! 
Do not misunderstand me, (for once Mr. 
Reporter I am glad you are present!) hut if 
you have tried it thoroughly and find that 
it is impossible to live together amicably, if, 
after a number of years of earnest endeavor 
to soften the asperities and round off the 
angles of disagreement you fail, then I say 
get apart, for then you may know that Clod 
did not join you together, and that man 
ought not to. This life is too short and the 
world too wide for two human beings who 
constantly antagonize each other to he 
forced to live under the same roof. It is 
not good for this generation, and certainly 
not for the next.

When you feel that you cannot possibly 
■tgr-eo and it is only misery to continue the 
- L'ttion, go to work amicably and build up

Irom the ruins new conditions for each 
other and for the children, firing the chil- 
dron into the council chamber and let them 
hear your reasons for this action, and let 

| them remain with the parent they revere the 
j most. 1 hen he friends; do not believe be­
cause you could not live together that you 
must necessiarily hate each other. You can 
be brothers and sisters and perhaps enjoy 
that relation tenderly and sweetly, if you 
cannot he husbands and wives.

In separating do not, as is often the 
case, show hatred, fling dirt at each other, 
and declare there is no good in either, for 
this is unmanly and unwomanly. Always 
try to keep uppermost the angel side of life. 
Let us look at the subject rationally, and 
by and by you will cast your vote for a 
common sense marriage institution, for indi­
vidual liberty, fora higher moral standard 

i in this relation. 1 declare unto you that as 
! it now exists it is oftentimes a sink of in­
iquity, a cloak for lechery, and a shield for 
degrading conduct. In the sight of God 
and the angel world a crime against your 
physiological being, whether committed 
under the shield of the marriage relation, or 
illegitimately, according to the statutes of 
men, is all the same and you must answer 
for it; your nature will feel the wound and 
will show the scar forages yet to come.

Now, as Elizabeth Cady Stanton says, 
“ what is man’s glory is woman’s shame.”

This is a wrong, for which society stands 
answerable before God and nature.

Think of this subject carefully, and as you 
go from this place, do not say that I have 
advocated sexual license, or have uttered 
one word that would lower by the breadth 
of a hair the moral standard of the race; be 
assured it is the evils and not the virtues of 
existing institutions that we attack.

No man has a right to enter the marriage 
relation who is not prepared to take care of 
his prospective offspring. The duty of par­
ents to children is a thousand times more 
imperative than that of child to parent. You 
are responsible for your child’s existence; if 
you make it a curse you ought to suffer, and 
you will. You have no right to call into 
being a life of misery.

Let me distinctly state that in an unhappy 
marriage, divorce is not the first remedy. 
There should he the most earnest endeavor 
to make home happy and to make more 
noble the life in all respects; there should 
be such forbearance for each other’s fauls as 
will gradually build up harmony. I be­
lieve that very often the beginning of unhap­
piness in the marriage relation is owing to 
carelessness; the neglect of those little deli­
cate attentions, those courteous acts, one 
toward another, and that tenderness of hear­
ing, which are the sweet and beautiful frag­
rance of the matrimonial relation. With 
your lover, you never forget to be polite; 
you never feel it to he a cross to yield your 
desires one to the other, but, on the contrary, 
you do it with a smile, and, oh! “ with the 
greatest pleasure.”  Dut between husband 
and wife “ it does not matter so much, for

everything is “ fixed.” Remember there is 
nothing fixed in nature; everything is on the 
move and the two who are not growing to­
gether are growing apart day by day. If 
one is careful and tender, and full of as­
piration and desire to make life more grac­
ious and beautiful; the other careless, cold 
and indifferent, by and by there is going to 
be a separation, whether published to the 
world or not. Divorce should not he con­
sidered a disgrace; no one should he com­
pelled to commit a crime in order to be 
legally divorced, any more than a man 
should be compelled to steal from his part­
ner in business in order to obtain a dissolu­
tion of partnership. Let it he strictly just 
and then it will he honorable. It ought to 
be a disgrace to continue the relation when 
a thorough trial proves that happiness is 
impossible. Such conditions are perilous 
to the moral nature.

Have courage enough to face a' false op­
inion and to stand true to your own selfhood; 
have courage enough to be pure whatever 
the world may say. There are thousands 
of people who are living together in utter 
estrangement; bitter antagonisms undermine 
the health, and men and women who, other­
wise related, would be virtuous and happy 
become sour and pestilential members of 
society. They are “ highly respectable,”  no 
one thinks of saying there is wrong there, or 
would add, “ if there is, it is their own busi­
ness..”  It is not their own business; it is for the 
interest of society and of coming generations 
that these people either settle their differ- 
erences, love each other and become peac- 
able in their households, or that they dis­
solve partnership and leave each other to do 
their best in another sphere of life.

In this plain speaking I may offend some 
of my hearers, but I would rather offend 
by stating facts than please by catering 
to falsehood. I have spoken to-night 
with my eye fixed upon a brighter and 
nobler future for man and woman. (Ap­
plause.)

“ It is an exquisite and beautiful thing in 
our nature, that when our heart is touched 
and softened by some tranquil happiness or 
affectionate feeling, the memory of the dead 
comes over it most powerfully and irresist- 
ably. It would seem almost as though our 
better thoughts and sympathies were charms, 
in virtue of which the soul is enabled to 
hold some vague and mysterous intercourse 
with the spirts of those whom we loved in 
life. Alas, how often and how long may 
these patient angels hover around us, watch­
ing for ihe spell which is soon forgotten.” — 
Charles Dickens.

“ We are not to doubt about those beau­
tiful poems being not human, hut divine, 
and the work, not of men, but of gods; and 
that poets are nothing else hut interpreters 
of the Gods (or spirits as we now call them) 
possessed by whatever spirit they may 
happen to he.” —Plato.

______ __________



S P IR IT U A L IS M  A N D  O R TH O D O X Y  
C O N T R A S T E D .

Art Address DrlivtMotl by IVliH I. Scliltv>iui;it lu-lmr 
the Society of Pioi-1rs'.ivt* Spit iiiiali-.tr'.. San F u n  
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We are often asked the t|iieMinn “ What
are the superior benefits or ble dugs con dawning upon llll \V ll 11 1 . 1 In ini 'll
ferred by Spiritualism upon its ; dlieri •nls, man .o one, alibi I d 1 1 1  a 11 d and in1 1 ri
over those resulting from other and iilder began U unfold il ; (livin' pot en 1 in 1 it |c
religious beliefs ?" the tint • came \ In ii "no 1 \v il Ii il ;i 11 Iii

h irst, We reply Spirituali -m i ; not a Ar­ a nat hemas ,)| I’o a- and priests, Ml< ll
h e/; it is knowledge—the fust pm il ivc as Yoh; re, 1 lume, \o ney, and 1 in
knowledge mankind has rce iv i (1 0 the un moil.i 1 hmuas Paine, dared to gi
continued, conscious exsitetuv of the spirit leraiK e to the t rand 1ruths wide h',

son. Ii ha. hern -aiI>j1 1j-‘,.1 11 11 lo a blind 
l.iilh in i reeds until, liL' dumb, drivi ii i al 
lie, men have obeyed I lit di lillli of lllcir 
i ci'lr uuul a al master . who nil luild I licit 
away ovci millions ul people by means u| 
ill'll n ii tat daii:;ci t ms, < ral ty, yet ever 
pi llclltial ll "llllirllt ’ ‘ l lilt', aa.il ll I lie I .Ill'll , 
Slow l\ bin .1 1 1 1dv ha lhe 11 " 1 1 1 ul 1 1 ul Ii lit ' 1 1

hadow . ul ill;1 lit, when da 11. hi i 
la i able pall ovci land and 'i'rf'
di n I l orn oil l admit 111;• "a/c | |H | 1  ̂ A 
Vlaioli ol I III ill','. do v.'illi III,. J(||. ■ 
Icllcciiia I , mol al and and a|iii iliial /, ' lo !'.
ol m.a i d. ini 1. 11 is by i mil i a i j ' ’"dip,

after the dissolution of the body, and its 
power to connnunit ate intelligently wiilt 
mortals. This fact has been abundantly 
demonstrated to the sati- faction of millions 
of intelligent people within the last thirty- 
nine years. A great many theories have 
been advanced and palmed upon an ignor­
ant, credulous world by designing men, as 
divine revelations from a Ootl who was also 
a creature of their own imaginations, reflect­
ing only that degree of intelligence and 

ess manil >ted by hi i < re itors. d het e 
theories have found believers in all age:., and 
among all people to whom they have been 
taught, and so great has been their influ­
ence over the minds of men that empires, 
kingdoms and all forms of government have 
been swayed and controlled by them.

To jude properly and impartially of tin: 
merits of any system of religion we must 
study and note the effect of its tear hings 
upon humanity.

What does history record of the cffe< ts of 
church dogmatism upon governments and 
individuals in earlier ages, and w hat i : i he 
result of our own observations at the present 
time ? Its early historical record is one of 
bloodshed and crime—of the usurpation old 
the power of governments and the rights of j 
the people. The church was not willing to ■ 
I save die punishment of the e who dared to 
disobey her edicts to Hod, but invented all 
manner of cruel instruments of torture with ! 
which to enforce obedience, until, where- 
ever on the green earth the banner ol the 
cross was unfurled, if waved over the grave , 
of murdered heretics and ii > folds wore 
sprinkled with their blood. I.ecky say , of 
that time, “  I be Omrch ol I-tonic herl 
more innocent blood than any other in: Tui­
tion that ever existed among mankind. Ii , 
cruelties were not perpetrated in fin. m u.-f 
paraxysms of a reign of terror, or by the 
hands of obscure sectaries, but .'.ere inllicied 
by a triumphant church, with every < in urn- 
stance of solemnity and deliberation, 11 . 
victims were usually burnt alive after their 
constancy had been tried by the most 
excruciating agonies that minds ler- 
tiie in torture, could devi-.c.” so learful 
were the scene, enacted, that tin- wheels 
of progress were blocked, civilization re­
tarded and a thick darknes> .bonded tin; 
world for centuries. The effect of < hurch 
rule has ever been the enslavement ol me­

dley rung; the death knell ol superstition, 
were the joy bells proclaiming menial 
liberty. Tims was the way prepared for 
the reception of a new and latei truth in 
the world, which, in its magnitude and 
beneficenc e eclipses anything the mind ol 
man has ever conceived ol, bringing hope, 
comfort and joy to humanity, through this, 
the crowning ./ill ol the ages Modern 
Spiritualism.

Since the advent ol this grand truth, lbert­
has been a. rapid and wholesome growth of 
liberal thought. Mi n and women have re-j 
ceivcd higher and broader conceptions ofi 
the duties and responsibilities Of lile, and . 
are beginning in shake off the dust sweep, 
down the < obwebs of many < enluiT . grew l.h ; 
and open the windows of their souls that 
the light may stream in, and in that light 
they discern the dark forms of ignorance 
and bigotrv, born of priestly rule am I l e a c h ­
ing, fading and melting .away. We hav< 
seen the direful effects of the subjugation of 
reason to a. blind, intolercnl faith in creeds, 
in Lbe religious war., of the past, whereby j 
Isuropc bei same one vast battlefield, and a 
manner of crimes were committed in the 
name of Hod and the Holy Lhtireh. T o ­
day wc do not see the smoke of battle, or; 
hear the < rie.> of anguish from tortured vic­
tim , but we see, still brooding over us the 
clouds of superstition, and hear, from every 
pulpit in the land, thunderbolts ol wrath; 
hurled at the man or woman who dares in j 
think, and through thinking aright b<-< ome • 
free. Among the free-thinkers thus de- j 
nounced, haled and diipiscd by the Lhris- 
Ua.it churches, are those callin ' them elves ■I
Spmtuali 1 - and, a . the time was, not many 
years a g o  .lien the wan'd aholi/iont•/ was; 
isspef iaIly abhort• <I by the.ie same < h u n  lies ; 
and i lie \ elaimed as a. tit le  ol honor by 
those who lough; for imivei al f r e e d o m ,  .o 
shall the I ini' ■ i  o i i k  ■. hen S piril.ua.li 1 sha I I  j 
be spoken with reverent to n g u e  as the grand , 
liberator ol the human ra c e  from spiritual, 
bondage.

I1 i, only by obseiving the conirasi be-i 
tween day and night that ve art enabled)
fully to a pplV' i:1 1' the "loriou , sunshine, , 
the ivvei.-t .ones of biids, the beautiful 
flowei ,, the glowing l.md a ape, the picture 
ill loveline . that everywhere gieel. the eye | 
when eaitli is bathed in all the golden glory 
of a perfect day, a. compared with the

lf(.,
v irltie i;ii'  a a m e  a ml ei Ua al ion |Mi|) 'v 
lal .eliood, di a si .<■ and health, (f,.,. /
i i la bli al I o dei ii  Ii • wlial is I u l , , i, , .

i , , 'll;il(.,|
ai l vsi nee a lid ' .(mi 11 ie allaimni'iii 
urea I esl good po a bh ■ l <i I n ■ i' a | j/( ,| , 
Isv'erv I bought lnl per. .on know j j . g'
I heologit al 11 a( Inn" , of the pa j ,M|,| 
havi failed to In ill" into r■ 11> i; '• . , ' * V l’jj ii
acUlalization ol liciirrlils which 
from any system to which ha , '
still is, devoted .o "teal an outla ,,| , ' 
and mean . wrmie from tin need" ., j, ■ , i l,l,l in,
I ii'ossi a I lor its support, a , is devoix-il u, 
maintenance o| ( ihrisi mn c.htm l i e p  
at ilu thousand.-, ol magtiificeiiL i|nir,|, 
costing millions of dollars, e ' - p, 
taxation, < lo cd si d a y  out of .i-vrp y .. 
fot ilu: pmj,o e of gratifying tfu vanii
priest , and a,w in,1 their follow'd , jig,, 
d m :  through an ostentation:, display 
wealth and power. God’.. hottse,— r,, 
temples they an ( .died. What a trav ■• 
upon ( tumipotem ' . < iod’s house
which arc In mi ions carpels, oft-cusliii,,,,. 
pews, warmth and beauty dosed l<,T 
w hile His little Ot1< , an: In ■ /ll. in ;,-■' 
and i ellar, and dying oiii .nlc.

And, when within these tern pies are Imr' 
die grand anthem , of praise from the ve;. 
shippers, without are heard the plaint, 
moans of distres-., from hungry, naked hr •

We have c.Ii il 1 re n, the appeals for succor from thi
ig.it ion of ilge( l an 1 helpless, the curses and iniprosi-
n ' reeds, t ion . ol the depraved and vicious, thc bac-
w he re by ( hanalian diout and revelry of the di; :peraii.

i , and all and ;i hu.ndoned, all mingling and iscendiii:
in one mournful chorus to the listening tm 
ol angels who sadly behold in till this •"
;itid degradation the triumph of ignor.u:'. 
•Hid siipci station over the rea son and intW.- 
"(.■ lu e of man. We would like to see tli' 
lent plea converted into educational /••.. 
■ ■ .■here the children of the govorniiieiit e'»!;:• 
be properly (Jollied, fed and edui ated to iiv•. 
of usefulness and honor, instead of allow ing 
them to grow up in w retched homes of pov- 
city, where they become skilled in vies 
;in(1 finally go out to prey on sot iety, fillin’ 
asylums, almshouse , and pri .on , with paupv:- 
and criminals, thus becoming a tax and bur­
den upon the government far greater ill" 
would be rei|ttircd to adopt them as its vurA 
at first and educate them accordingly.

I il not. lime tor in tel I igettL people to .". 
ve tig.ate candidly the teat hi rig ■ ol .Spiritu.il- 
j ,ni and ,"l il n does not oiler them ,:im■.- 
tiling, belli r lo live and labol lor ■ ■ Ilje.l.bii:.
i li.it will right some ol the monstrous wrong- 
now existing in the world, and give them 
lnoi *; i i Mona I view . o f  lile here and lierc- 
-,11ei . than any oilier ri iigion has yei offerni 
1111• m J I "I us contrast its teachings with
11id ol oil liodoxy and re which holds tic 
• oi.','iL'.r promise loi luiinanily.

Spiritualism leaches progression and iim-



versal salvation for all mankind, not through 1 phittorm last Sunday afternoon that Spirit- 
,, “ vicarious atonement” but through indi- ualism had builded no orphan asylums, sup. 
vidual effort and the divinity within which ! ported no charitable institutions etc., while 
will ultimately lilt every human being from Christianity had done all these things. To 
the depths of ignorance and sin, and place ; that brother we would say, remember Spirii- 
their lect firmly upon the mountain bights ualism is not quite gp years old vet it is 
of wisdom, where the sweet inspirations of but an infant just beginning to stand alone 
angel souls will ever help them to “ corne up I wait wait- until it lias been preached to 
higher" through all the ages of eternity. the woi Id uS<S6 years as Christianity has

Orthodoxy teaches that mankind must tie- bcen,//r//, methinks, <rs now, it will foster, no 
ccpt a tradition two thousand years old, ( charitable institutions, foritsexaltedtcaeh- 
written we know not where, when, nor by Tugs will have leveled till distinctions of 
whom, of a man called Jesus, and claimed caste —and there will be no more poor, 
to be the Son of God, who had sent him in­
to this world to suffer and die as a sacrifice 
lor the sins of the people, that all who be­
lieved in him should have everlasting life, 
and those who did not believe should be 
doomed to suffer excruciating torture in a 
lake of lire and brimstone for ever and ever.
This tradition does not state what is to be 
the future condition of the manv, many

Jails, asylums and prisons will cast no 
dark shadows upon the beautiful earth, 
for long ere that time arrives, enlightened, 
spiritualized men and women will have 
ceased to beget criminals. There will be 
no need of orphan asylums, for love shall 
have become a vital, living principle in the 
life of every human being, and our neigh­
bor’s child will be as tenderly eared for as

thousands who had lived, loved and died, our own. No little, tender hearts will go
starving and famished for love, for it will 
be everywhere manifested, even unto the 
lowest of all created things.

Unto thee, oh, Spiritualism, the faces of 
humanity are longingly and expectantly 

In the light which thou

ages before the bible was written.
Spiritualism teaches that there is no for­

giveness of sin; that we must abide the con­
sequences of our acts be they good or evil, 
and if evil make restitution to those we have 
wronged, before we can hope to find peace 1 turned to-day. 
or hapiness. Orthodoxy leaches that : bringest, they are beginning to discern the 
"though your sins be as scarlet they shall errors of the past, and, quickened with Un­
ite made white as wool” through the atoning ! loving inspirations, they are turning their 
blood of Jesus. No matter to what depths steps towards the mountain heights ol wis- 
ofinfaniv a man may have descended—- ! dom and truth. Through the teachings ol 
though his hands be stained with the blood these dear ones whose feet have trod the 
of his fellow-man, if, as the time approaches ! immortal shores and return with their garn- 
wlien he is to suffer the penalty of the law, cred sheaves ot knowledge to scatter the 
a terrible fear and dread of future punish- seeds of truth broadcast upon the earth, 
merit in that place “ where the worm dieth many have broken the shackles which ig- 
not, and the tire is not quenched” takes noranee had bound upon them and are now 
[tossession of him, he calls in the services of j laboring in harmony with the great invisible 
a priest who performs the ceremonies required ; hosts, to bring to all of earths children 
by the church—the sinner is baptized, par- some glimpse of that better way, that higher 
takes of the Holy Sacrament, receives abso-I and diviner life, when injustice shall no 
lution, then swings from the gallon's into î Iory, longer triumph over justice, when the
there to enjoy the companionship of God strong shall no longer oppress the weak,
and his angels, play upon a golden harp, when the nations of the earth shall learn 
arrayed in shining garments of righteousness, war no more; when each sovereign human 
walk the golden streets of. the New Jerusalem, being shall become obedient unto the 
singing praises to the Lain!) forever and 1 higher law of the spirit, instead of the law
ever; while the poor victim he sent into eter-! of brute lorce which now rules the world,
uity without time for this preparation must Then shall there be no more master and

slave for all shall he free. i hen shall the

other fetters which fashion has imposed upon 
her, whereby the feet which should ever he 
free to speed upon errands of mercy and 
love, are now shackled and bound, and the 
beautiful form which nature models so ex­
quisitely', is dwarfed and compressed into 
ungainly deformity, ultimately resulting in 
disease, and premature death. When moth­
erhood shall • he considered a divine prero­
gative, and the choicest blessing nature 
confers, instead of a curse, to be dreaded 
and avoided if possible. When woman 
shall stand up, free and unshackled, a peer­
less queen, the perfect equal and true help-1 
mate of her kingly brother. When man— 
grand, brave, true man, shall deal justly 
with the weak and helpless, carrying them 
in his strong arms, tenderly, lovingly.

Then shall our dear departed ones no 
longer feel the shadow of death resting upon 
them, veiling their faces from those they 
love, but recognized and remembered as 
still belonging to the household, of which 
they are a part, they will walk joyfully be­
side us, counseling and advising in times of 
perplexity, soothing and comforting when 
the waves of adversity break over us; and 
when we stand upon the borders of that un­
seen land, they will be there to greet us 
with words of welcome and songs of rejoic­
ing.

suffer the torments of the damned through­
out the vast cycles of unending time. O h !1 rights ol little children he respected as he
Consistency, thou art a jewel, but thou dost 
not adorn the crown of Orthodoxy.

Spiritualism advocates the perfect freedom 
and equality of all, irrespective of race, col­
or or sex.

of larger irowih. At

Oil, Angels, haste to usher in that golden morning, 
Towards which ue turn to-day, expectant, longing, 
When superstition from the world shall vanish,
And Truth’s bright rays tlie darkness banish.
When free and equal man and woman 
Grow more divine and less of human;
When from each heart spontaneous springing 
Shall joyous songs come sweetly ringing,
Saying to each, thru art my brother,
Come, let us live to bless each other.
On that blest morn, methinks the Angels 
Will sing anew their glad evangels,
And "peace on Earth, good-will to men,’ ’
Will echo through the Heavens again.
For lo ! 1 he Christ of love and w isdom 
Is born in everv human bosom.

T h e  Girls in the L e ad

A good many observing men and women 
will notice that of the twenty-seven young 
people who will carry home Syracuse High 
School diplomas twenty-four are girls. In- 

nnu h abused. 1 Mu' r.v "'ill show that the girls have had the 
lead in the I i igli School these many years

mg equal to those 
present there arc none so
none so little understood, none whose rights _
are s o  thoimtlesslv trampled upon, as those E ’ 'u ') ktige majoiity, although m the
little helpless ones whose very helplessness ' carler history of the school males were nu- 

Orlhoduxy says: Servants obey your mas- should he a constant appeal to all the ten- meiically ol some account 
ters, wives obey your husbands in all things, tlernessand love the human heart is capable 
for the husband is head of the wife even as ! ol Iceline. Then shall men and women A good deacon in one of our city churches
Christ is head of the Cluirch; and this in­
famous command is being reiterated from 
the pulpits of orthodox churches to-day, 
thereby helping lo
have so long bound and lettered womankind 
making her the victim of man's caprice and 
passion, instead of his equal and true help­
mate.

ll '■ as slated by a gentleman upon this letteisol unjust

understand the Hue meaning ol parenthood \ meandered along one ol the docks veater- 
aml not ignorantly and thoughtless p r o j e c t  ! day and noticing a crowd of boys fishing.
upon thorough sen of life a frail little craft he commenced to reprove them for breaking 

rivet the chains which without the compass anil chart ol a sound , the sabbath. ]n the middle ol his hatangtte
mud bodv, to enable it success-| he slopped suddenly to ejaculate: “ Look

out, huh, you've got a bile!”  to a small boy 
! whose attention had been distracted from

The

111 l l u l  111 ,1 S H l l l l l l  l ' 1 I
fully in battle with the winds and waves: 
which must sweep o\cr it. I hen shall ;i lice 
and enlightened womanhood throw

an made laws, and those 1 him Stunntvv Ac.v
line. 11 liman nature was too strong tor
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tions and shoulder all the responsibilities of 
human beings, and the time will soon be 
past when such a ridiculous question can be 
brought up as was discussed in Minnesota 
lately at a meeting concerning a cemetery: 
whether or not a woman is a Ie\]alperson. 
1'he Attorney Generel decided that the op-

I.ook a moment and we will show you. 
At this time for example, reader, you are 
suffering with some dreadful disease, and 
will soon die unless you are cured. I Jut 
you have had the services lor weeks of an 
allopathic doctor. Me has a diploma, it 
may be, issued by “ the old Jefferson.”  Me

position had no ground to stand on, “ unless j has his State license and of these he boasts, 
those who hold that women are not persons 
should contend that they were angels, and 
hence would never require burial.

I .U PA.

An Infamous L a w  that W o rks no Good 
but H arm .

“ If a law be found upon the statute 
books of anv nation that only works evil and

But he fails to cure you. The disease— 
cancer it may be, is gnawing away at your 
very vitals and giving you those dreadful 
cutting, stinging, lancinating pains too com­
mon in cancer and hurrying you to the 
grave. You dismiss your allopath and 
call a homeopath. You give him a fair 
chance and he fails. Then you call an 
eclectic; but he fails. And you are at the 
end of the string. You must die. There 
is no help, for these three schools are all that

Spirit M essage to Dr. Sch lesin ger.

The following communication and poem 
was given through the mediumship of Mrs. 
II. C. Wilson, in response to a letter written 
by l)r. Schlesinger:—

Dear Friend and Co-Worker:—We 
have been invited to answer your letter and 
with great pleasure we comply. Its tone 
shows us that you have been stung to the 
heart-by undeveloped influences in earthly 
environments.

You are not the first who have suffered, 
nor will you be the last. All these trials 
tend to burnish and brighten the soul.

You have made a noble effort, and have 
accomplished much. You have been the 
willing instrument through which manynot good, let the same be abrogated at 

once.’ —Galen. \ can practice in this State. If any one else | valuable germs have been planted in the
The doctrine of this extract is sound to ; should attempt to cure you, he or she will1 hearts of earnest seekers after truth.

All through past ages the records of man 
testify to the fact that men, staunch and

the core. Why, therefore, do not legisla- ! be arrested for a misdemeanor, thrust into 
tors of different civilized governments act in | jail to await a trial, and if he is proven 
harmony with the spirit of this sage quoted i guilty of having cured your cancer, he is | true, have suffered and died that the ehil- 
above? i lined, not less than $50 nor more than $500; <jr~n of earth might enjoy the freedom of

One of our American citizens was incar- j and imprisoned in the county jail not more j the present hour." 
cerated in England and made to pay heav- j than 365 nor less than 30 days. Now this; Well, you my brother, with your under- 
ily in consequence ot a vile set of wretches j is a fact. Took at it, turn it over, examine ; standing of spiritual truth, wonderful power 
trumping up one of the' old, obsolete stat- | it and you will say that “ the possibility of of demonstration and the active example,
utes and enforcing it against him. It was such a thing is an infamous outrage upon my : and exalted insniration of your noble wife

rights.”  So it is; but such is this law. h e  ever before you, will you falter and faint ? 
know, at this blessed moment, just such a Nay, not so. We feel that you will gird cn
case as this. A man in every way worthy y 0 u r  armor of courage, be ever ready to do
and well qualified— holding a diploma—a | and dare all things' for humanity’s sake.

an act touching the subject of vagrancy 
which had no more reference to our Ameri­
can friend and brother, Dr. Henry Slade, 
than it has to 20,000 American ladies and
gentlemen who earn a livelihood by the ex- j half dozen ot them, but it does not please i Yea, even suffer martydom to the death if, 
ercise of ultramundane gifts. So, too, in Con-j any of these, medical boards to honor his j need be, that the path may be made plain 
necticut, a bad, envious, spiteful man. can
give his neighbor great trouble and involve

diplomas, because he is not of the schools j for those who follow in your footsteps.

him in expense for “ kissing his own wife on
of practice recognized by these boards and; Even one soul fed, one heart made glad, 
they ate restricted by the law, and can do one ]jfe rounded out into beautious propor- 

Sundavs,” for they lyive just such an infa-1 none other than to dishonor him and his j tions by knowledge imparted through vour 
mous law on their statute books as this. ; diplomas and his long and successtul life in instrumentality, will ornament and beautify
But it is our duty and our pleasure to call ; doing good. -He has cured a ease of cancer the home of the soul throughout all eternity,
the attention of our coming legislature to : that no one else could cure, and a case of Oh! let ignorance cry “ humbug,”  a ciear- 
the nature and injustice of the present law j diabetes that no one else could cure. And j er vision- of spiritual truth cries “ joy jov is
regulating the practice of medicine. Or j this man has been warned to either quit the ; mine.”  I will never rest until I reach the
rather let the people, the electors, agitate, country or go to jail and pay a fine. And topmost round in the ladder of progress
think and talk this matter over. Make in- for what ? For curing diseases without a
quiries among yourselves as to the injustice 
lhat may and does come to many people in 
view of the wording of the present law. 
And in order that you may be aided to ar­
rive at a just conclusion, let us help you by 
way of suggestions, and our first suggestion 
is that you carefully keep this and other 
numbers of the Carrier Dove that may 
contain carefully written articles either edi-

State license under the law sof the State,which 
Stale license. Jesus of Nazareth could not 
get, should he come from the New Jerusalm 
and heal the sick or offer to practice the 
healing art. Now fellow citizens let us have 
this law repealed or modified so that your 
rights and mine shall not be abridged. This 
is the first of a series of articles that will ap­
pear in this magazine, with the hope and

torial or correspondential on this great, im- prayer that a law as vile as the present will 
portant and grand question. These articles , no longer disgrace our Statute books, 
will aid you. j Dr . 1 '. B. T aylor.

1. The law that pretends to regulate ! ----------------------------
medical practice in this State is an abridge­
ment of our individual rights. To obtain
these our fore-fathers fought, bled and died, 
and our fore-mothers bore great and heavy 
burdens. Shall we allow the ingratitude 
and cupidity of money-loving men to de­
fraud and wrong us out of this boon guar- 
anteed to us in the “ Bill of Rights,”  and 
won at such u cost of blood and treasure ? 
But you may say “ Wherein does this medi­
cal law do anything of the sort ?”J O

T he Oakland Carrier Dove (psychic 
and spiritualistic) assumed in January the 
form of a handsome, illustrated, covered 
quarto. An article on “ Tobacco,” by “ IV. 
N. S . ,”  (presumably the former editor of 
the Watchman,') though not long, is loaded 
down with valuable facts of which no con­
sumer should be ignorant.— Western Watt li­
man

there to unfurl in the breeze my banner on 
which is inscribed these words:

“ Death to ignorance, which is darkness, 
Eternal Life to knowledge, which is light.”

— Guide Charles.

lie strong, be brave, be true,
) )>i/ and w  have a w ork to do.

A l l  the m artyrs of the m igh ty  past,
Lo v in g  sym pathy o ’er ns have cast,
T o  aid us in our w ork  of love,
Sending messengers from above 
T o  cheer us on our upward way,
T u rn in g  darkest night to brightest day.
Then w h y should we repine and fret?
T h e y  labor ever, nor e’er regret 
but w ith  endeavor pure and high 
T h e y  never falter, forever t i y .
Then dear brother, strive anew, 
live r remember x v  are with you,
O u r word to you has ne’er been broken.
Accept these lines as a sm all token 
O i the tender love tor you we hold, 
brighter far than purest gold,

—A17//V.



T h e  C a r r i e r  d o v e

An Illustrated Monthly Magazine devoted to 
i»i i*i t uti I i s m  a n d  l t i v l 'o r m .

E d it e d  i:v -  -  M r s . | . S c iii  k s i n c k k .

DR. L .  S C I I L K S I X f .K R ,  \ 
M R S . J .  S C H L E S I N D E R ,  | Publishers.

Each numher \\ ill contain the Pori rails and biographical 
Sketches of prominent Mediums and Spiritual Workers of 
the Pacific Coast and elsewhere .and Spirit Pictures by our 
Artist Mediums. Also, l ectures, Kssavs, Poems, Spirit 
Messages, Editorial and Miscellaneous Items.

T  33 K  AI S  .
$2.50 Per Year. Single Copies, 25 Cents.

Address all communications to
THK CARRIER DOVE,

S54.I Broadway, Oakland, Cal.

Press of FONDA ft CO., 379 Tenth Street, Oakland, Cal.

M A R C H  1886.

A nnouncem ent.

We take pleasure in announcing to our 
readers that our highly esteemed friend Dr. 
Albert Morton, of San Francisco, whose 
valued services have been of such great as­
sistance to us since commencing the Biogra- 
phies in the D o v e , has kindly offered to as­
sume editorial charge of that department, 
and will hereafter prepare the ‘ ‘sketches” 
which will appear in future Nos. of our ma­
gazine. Those who have written, or are 
preparing their biographies, will please sub­
mit them to Mr. Morton before sending 
them to us for publication. It is our pur­
pose to present in a suitable form for preser­
vation, sketches and well executed portraits 
of those whose unselfish labors in the cause 
of Spiritualism entitles them to a place . of 
honor in the remembrance of all lovers of 
truth. Mr. Morton, happily, possesses al­
most unlimited resources from which to 
gather material for this department and we 
feel sure that the dear angel guides who 
have had this work in charge since its first 
little beginning have selected and delegated 
Mr. Morton to do this work.

Recognizing this fact and our own appre­
ciation of his sterling virtues as a man, we 
most gladly welcome him as a co-worker 
with us in our earnest endeavor to spread 
the truth through the columns of the C ar- 
I’ li.K Dove.

Mr. Albert Morion’s address is 2 10 Stock- 
tori St. San Francisco, Cal.

T h e  M on ster E v il.

In Boston there is still existing a law 
against smoking in the streets, though not 
strictly enforced. It is a pity the law does 
not prevail throughout the land. I f  there 
is one place besides one’s home where smok­
ing should not be allowed, it is the streets 
of cities and towns. Flalf the moving throng 
of our public walks are women, children 
and infants. The air they breathe is laden 
with nicotine poison, that to most women is 
sickening to faintness, and what must it be 
to delicate and helpless little ones? What 
is worse, is the fact that there are met but 
few men who hesitate to puff their vile fumes 
into one’s face.— Golden Gate.

Thank you Bro. Owen for calling public 
attention to one of the greatest nuisances, 
and one more deserving the attention of the 
“ City Fathers,”  Board of Health, etc. than 
any of the evils presented for their consid­
eration and abolition. We never cross the 
ferry from Oakland to San Francisco with­
out mentally estimating the number of real 
gentlemen on board. This is easily done; 
for, in the crowd upon the deck when 
arriving at the landing, one is sure to be 
almost stifled with the smoke from numer­
ous cigars which gentlemen ? unceremon­
iously puff into the faces of ladies and chil­
dren regardless of tjie discomfort or annoy­
ance it may occasion. Many times when 
returning home from a busy day it “  the 
City,”  faint and weary, have we been made 
thoroughly ill from the effects of the poison 
thus inhaled, and so for our disgust— why 
there are no words in the English language 
that could fully express it. T alk about in­
temperance and the evils of drinking— they 
are certainly deplorable but no more so than 
is the use of tobacco. This is an evil which 
is slowly and insidiously working its way 
into the vitals of the people. It is under­
mining the health, stultifying the moral 
faculties, and sowing the seeds of insanity 
and horrible death among the youth of the 
land. Go into the streets and see the thin, 
sallow-looking boys from six years of age to 
sixteen with the vile cigarettes in their 
mouths! What kind of husbands and 
fathers will they make a few years later? 
Many of them will never live to become 
men. The vital forces of life will have be­
come so impared,that they will become the 
easy prey of disease, and consequently 
death. Those who live will have shattered 
constitutions, weak mentality, inability to 
cope with adverse circumstances or meet 
successfully any of the demands or emer­
gencies of life. Can anything to done to

prevent the ruin of our boys? Must moth­
ers toil and suffer to rear children only t«, 
see them slain at hist by the twin monster, 
—alcohol and tobacco?

T o  M y  Correspondents.

In reply to many letters requesting the 
services of Mrs. Morton and myself in our 
capacities as mediums free of charge—-in 
fact, generally without stamps for return 
postage-— 1 will ->ay that while we duly ap­
preciate the confidence and kindly feelinu 
manifested towards us by strangers we arc 
not so far removed from mundane cares as 
to be able to devote our time and strength 
for the benefit of others without sufficient 
material compensation to provide for our ne­
cessities. We will make onr charges for 
mediumistie services to correspond to the 
means of inquirers and patients, but cannot 
take further burdens upon ourselves, and 
keep in proper conditions for our work. 
Rest assured that spirit-mediums, with 'few 
exceptions, are charitable in the use of their 
gifts, and generally have all the gratuitous 
work brought to them which it is possible 
for them to do, and many suffer and sink 
under their burdens. “ The laborer is wor­
thy of his hire,”  is no less a truth now than 

! in the days of the Nuzarine Medium.
Albert  Morion.

1 ____________________1
T  estirnonial.

M rs. M. J. H exdee— D ear Madam:— 
This is to certify that my boy, after a pro­
longed illness of intermittent fever, and a 
physician in constant attendance for three 
weeks, was troubled with extreme coldness 
of the limbs and inability to use them, un­
til after meeting, accidentally, at the house 
of a friend, Mrs. Hendee, who at once told 
me of the peculiar effect of the disease, and 
treated him, through me by inspiration, and 
said that I would find him improved upon 
my return home, and such was the case, for 
from that evening his improvement was grad­
ual, but sure. He is now stronger in his 
limbs than any time since his birth.

M rs. W. IMkie.
O a k l a n d ,  Feb. 4th, 1886,

j The Spiritual Messenger is a weekly journal 
I devoted to Spiritualism. It is an interest- 
I ing paper, and we wish for it an abundant 
success. Published at 288 West Madison 
street, Chicago.

F. J .  Y o r k ,  Editor.
Tenus, $ i .o a  per year.
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A nnouncem ent.

We take pleasure in announcing to our 
readers that our highly esteemed friend Dr. 
Albert Morton, of San Francisco, whose 
valued services have been of such great as­
sistance to us since commencing the Biogra- 
phies in the D ove , has kindly offered to as­
sume editorial charge of that department, 
mid will hereafter prepare the “ sketches” 
which will appear in future Nos. of our ma­
gazine. Those who have written, or are 
preparing their biographies, will please sub­
mit them to Mr. Morton before sending 
them to us for publication, it is our pur­
pose to present in a suitable form for preser­
vation, sketches and well executed portraits 
of those whose unselfish labors in the cause 
of Spiritualism entitles them to a place of 
honor in the remembrance of all lovers of 
truth. Mr. Morton, happily, possesses al­
most unlimited resources from which to 
gather material for this department and we 
feel sure that the dear angel guides who 
have had this work in charge since its first 
little beginning have selected and delegated 
Mr. Morton to do this work.

Recognizing this fact and our own appre­
ciation of his sterling virtues as a man, we 
most gladly welcome him as a co-worker 
with us in our earnest endeavor to spread 
the truth through the columns of the C a r­
rier  D ove .

Mr. Albert Morton’s address is 210 Stock- 
ton St. San Francisco, Cal.

T h e  M onster E v il .

In Boston there is still existing a law 
against smoking in the streets, though not 
strictly enforced. It is a pity the law does 
not prevail throughout the land. I f  there 
is one place besides one’s home where smok­
ing should not be allowed, it is the streets 
of cities and towns. Half the moving throng 
of our public walks are women, children 
and infants. The air they breathe is laden 
with nicotine poison, that to most women is 
sickening to faintness, and what must it be 
to delicate and helpless little ones? What 
is worse, is the fact that there are met but 
few men who hesitate to puff their vile fumes 
into one’s face.— Golden Ga/e.

’Thank you Bro. Owen for calling public 
attention to one of the greatest nuisances, 
and one more deserving the attention of the 
“ City Fathers,”  Board of Flealth, etc. than 
any of the evils presented for their consid­
eration and abolition. We never cross the 
ferry from Oak'and to San Francisco with­
out mentally estimating the number of real 
gentlemen on board. This is easily clone; 
for, in the crowd upon the deck when 
arriving at the landing, one is sure to be 
almost stifled with the smoke from numer­
ous cigars which gentlemen ? unceremon­
iously puff into the faces of ladies and chil­
dren regardless of the discomfort or annoy­
ance it may occasion. Many times when 
returning home from a busy day it “  the 
City,” faint and weary, have we been made 
thoroughly ill from the effects of the poison 
thus inhaled, and so for our disgust— why 
there are no words in the English language 
that could fully express it. Talk about in­
tern perance and the evils of drinking— they 
are certainly deplorable but no more so than 
is the use of tobacco. 'This is an evil which 
is slowly and insidiously working its way 
into the vitals of the people. It is under­
mining the health, stultifying the moral 
laculties, and sowing the seeds of insanity 
and horrible death among the youth of the 
land. Go into the streets and see the thin, 
sallow-looking boys from six years of age to 
sixteen with the vile cigarettes in their 
mouths! What kind of husbands and 
fathers will they make a few years later? 
Many of them will never live to become 
men. 'The vital forces of life will have be­
come so impared, that they will become the 
easy prey of disease, and consequently 
death. Those who live will have shattered 
constitutions, weak mentality, inability to 
cope with adverse circumstances or meet 
successfully any of the demands or emer-

prevent the ruin of our boys ? Must moth, 
ers toil and suffer to rear children only to 
see them slain at last by the twin monsters 
—alcohol and tobacco?

T o  M y  Correspondents.

In reply to many letters requesting the 
services of Mrs. Morton and myself in our 
capacities as mediums free of charge—in 
fact, generally without stamps for return 
postage— I. will ,->ay that while we duly ap­
preciate the confidence and kindly feeling 
manifested towards us by strangers we are 
not so far removed from mundane cares as 
to be able to devote our time and strength 
for the benefit of others without sufficient 
material compensation to provide for our ne­
cessities. We will make our charges for 
mediumistic services to correspond to the 
means of inquirers and patients, but cannot 
take further burdens upon ourselves, and 
keep in proper conditions for our work. 
Rest assured that spirit-mediums, with lew 
exceptions, are charitable in the use of their 
gifts, and generally have all the gratuitous 
work brought to them which it is possible 
for them to do, and many suffer and sink 
under their burdens. “ The laborer is wor­
thy of his hire,”  is no less a truth now than 
in the days of the Nuzarine Medium.

A lbert  Morion.

Testimonial.
M r s . M .  J .  H e n d f .i:— D e a r  M a d a m :— 

This is to certify that my boy, after a pro­
longed illness of intermittent fever, and a 
physician in constant attendance for three 
weeks, was troubled with extreme coldness 
of the limbs and inability to use them, un­
til after meeting, accidentally, at the house 
of a friend, Mrs. Hendee, who at once told 
me of the peculiar effect of the disease, and 
treated him, through me by inspiration, and- 
said that I would find him improved upon 
my return home, and such was the case, fur 
from that evening his improvement was grad­
ual, but sure.- He is now stronger in his 
limbs than any time since his birth.

M r s . W . P.uuk.

Oa k l a n d , Feb. 41b, 1886,

gencies of life. Can anything to done to q

'The Spiritual Messenger is a weekly journal 
devoted to Spiritualism, it is an interest- 

ing paper, and we wish for it an abundant 
success. Published at 2S8 West Madison 
street, Chicago.

F. |. Y o r k , Editor.
ci ms, !|) i .00 per year.



Life As It Is  in the W o rld  B e y o n d .

■ •Life As It Is in the World Beyond" is a 
little phaniphlet which carries out the motto 
found upon the leaf whatever is true is 
rational. It gives a rational view of life ir. j 
the spirit world and presents some new and 
startling features showing to us that our 
wonderful inventions are only the reflections 
of those existing in the world beyond. It 
contains many points of interest and should 
be read by all seekers for truth and knowl­
edge of that land that we know so little 
about and towares which we are all journey­
ing. This book will be sent by mail, post­
paid to any address for 50 cents. For sale 
at T he C arrier  Dove office, S54-I, Broad­
way. Oakland.

P a sse d  on.

Mrs. Yicena Maynard Morrell passed 
from this world to the immortal, from her 
home Xo. 1 13  Third Street, San Francisco, 
Cal., on the 6th day of Febrnaay 1SS6, after 
a lingering illness.

She was born in Louisville, Kentucky, 
and was 60 years of age. She was better 
known to the public as “ Madame Maynard”  
using that as her business name. She was 
a fine Physcometric reader, test and business 
medium for the last twenty years. Much of 
the time has been spent on this coast Her 
funeral was attended by the Mediums and 
Spiritualists who have known her for so many 
years in her public work. M.

A ttention , In v a lid s  !

A liberal offer by a reliable medium who 
has practiced medicine under Spirit guidance 
the past 20 years:

Send lock of hair, name and age and 3
2-cent stamps, and I will send you a correct 
clairvoyant diagnosis of your disease. Hair 
must be full length, with roots attached. 
Magnetic remedies put up tinder spirit con­
trol $2.00 per month. Clairvoyant advice 
on business $1.00. Address,

D r . J .  C. M c K in st z ,
2S Waverly Place,

Chicago, 111.

Mrs. M. J . Hendee will speak at Grand 
Army Hall, cor. 1 8th and Broadway, Oak- 
Sundav evening, March 7th. Subject—
‘How do We Build,” by request. 1

1' 1 hat the dead are seen no more I will 
not undertake to maintain against the con- 
' urrent and unvaried testimony of all ages 

T all nations.”  - Dr. Samuel Johnson.

E d ito r ia l N o te s .

We arc in receipt of a fine cabinet photo­
graph of Capt. B. B. Sharp, of San Fran­
cisco, representing him explaining his won­
derful invention: “ Sharp’s Reflecting An- 
glcmcter.”  This instrument he claims will 
penetrate the thickest fog or darkest cloud, 
discover the object of its search 
and measure its altitude direct. In addition 
to this, by use of the Anglemeter a light 
along the coast can be discovered whereby 
collisions of vessels may he avoided. Capt- 
Sharp is the author of several important 
works upon navigation. He also conducts 
a School of Navigation at 32 Steuart Street, 
where everything pertaining to practical sea­
manship is thoroughly taught. The beauti­
ful poem on another page— “ The Angels 
Guard our storm-rode Barque”  is but one of 
many by this gifted writer.

We are in receipt of an imperial pho­
tograph of Dr. Benjamin Rush— the likeness 
being one in a series of portraits of eminent 
spiritual workers, on both sides of life, 
which the artist Albert Morton, of 210  Stock- 
ton street, San Francisco, Cab, is now pre­
paring. He has already completed portraits 
of Prof. Denton, Dr. Gardner, and P. B. 
Randolph, and proposes to work next upon 
a picture of the late Cnarles H. Foster. 
These portraits when completed will be 
photographed (as was that of Dr. Rush) and 
plachd on the market, of which due notice 
will be given hereafter.— Banner of Light, 
Feb. i j l h  1  $8 6 .

Helen Williams complains, in The Wo­
man’s W orld, that the Woman Suffrage jour­
nals do not recognize her work in the same 
cause, and attributes their neglect to the 
spirit of Orthodoxy prevailing among them.
We do not claim to be tinctured in the/
slightest degree in that way, and, vet, we 
have never seen the C arrier  D ove men­
tioned in The Woman's World. We have 
many times quoted from that paper and 
given it favorable editorial mention, but 
none of these editorial courtesies have been 
reciprocated, and we claim to he a Woman 
Suffragist also. When women editors neg­
lect to help each other, what can they ex­
pect of the other sex?

The N ew  Thought, published by Moses 
Hull N Co., at Maquoketa, Iowa, is to he 
enlarged. It begins its third volume, April

to, with a new dress and 200 square inches 
more of reading matter than it now has, and 
yet the price is to be kept down to $ 1 . 5 0  
per year. The New Thought has steadily 
improved during the past two years and has 
become a necessity as a Western organ of 
Liberalism and Spiritualism. The first 
number of the new volume will be sent free 
to any one who will send for it prior to April 
1, or it will be sent three months on trial 
for 25c.

We are permited to give an extract from 
a private letter to Mr. Morton from Luther 
Colby, Editor of the Banner o f L ight, in re­
lation to the portrait of C. H . Foster, 
from Mr. Morton’s crayon, which we pub­
lish in this number of theCARRiER D o ve : 

“ Foster’s picture received to-day. It is 
very good. Mr. Day, my assistant, says it 
is the best he has ever seen of Foster.”

Mr. Morton says he felt the presence of 
Mr. Foster while working upon his portrait, 
and was assured by his guides that it is an 
accurate portrait of the medium as he now is, 
freed from the shackles of a diseased body.

At present writing, 5 p. m ., March 1st, 
the clouds which have been drifting lazily 
about all day, concluded to concentrate 
their forces and see what could be done. 
The result is, that the sun, which had been 
shining all day, was suddenly obscured, and 
we were treated to a regular old fashioned, 
“ down East”  shower, with a little pattering 
of tiny hail against the windowpanes, minus, 
however, the thunder and lightening. C a l­
ifornia climate may, in time, become so 
thoroughly the counterpart of the Eastern 
that those will follow.

We are under obligations to Dr. Joseph 
Simms, Physiognomist,for copies of twelve 
valuable lectures upon scientific subjects, 
some of which will be reproduced entire, in 
future numbers of the C arr ier  D ove , also 
two articles: “  Reverence ”  and “ Physiog­
nomy ”  which appear in this issue. We 
consider Dr. Simms one of our most val­
ued correspondents, and hope that our read­
ers will have the pleasure of hearing from 
him often during his travels in Europe, 
through the medium of the C a r r i er  D ove .

Remember you can have T he C a r r i e r  
D ove and Golden Gate for$g; T he C a r r i e r  
D ove and Spiritual Offering for $4; I'm 
C a r r i e r  D ove and Watrhman lor J 2.7 s .



N o tice s  o f E x c h a n g e s .

The Liberal has been enlarged to an eight- 
page paper, and is deserving of the liberal 
patronage of Spiritualists and Freethinkers 
everywhere. The following extract from an 
editorial in a recent number shows some­
thing of the vicissitudes to be encountered 
by pioneers in the cause of mental freedom 
from the bondage of superstition :

The Liberal was started as a monthly at 
l.amar, the capital of this county, October, 
1879, and was from the start devoted to 
freethought and the interest of humanity in 
general. jt was a bold and noble under­
taking in the editor, M r.G. II. Walser, here 
in this county where priestcraft held a much 
stronger grip on poor suffering humanity 
than in the older and freer States. But one 
main object actuated him: to free men and 
women from superstition, to advance gen­
eral intelligence, to build up and harmonize 
society and, to use his own words, “ that 
happiness may be the rule and misery the 
exception to life.”  Like all other similar 
efforts, it met with bitter opposition and un­
called for hostility from those he was en­
deavoring to educate and enlighten. But 
like our friend Bennett, he knows no such 
word as fail, and so has gone on for six 
years with a firm and fixed purpose, spend­
ing his money and his time freely, trying to 
teach the people that the atonement, and 
endless hell, an angry God, etc., as taught 
by our Christian friends, was incompatible 
with the happiness and well being of the 
ace. In January and February, j 88r, the 

paper was issued semi-monthly, and in 
March of that year it was removed to the 
new town of Liberal and changed to a 
weekly, and has been issued as such since, 
with the exception of a few months last sum­
mer and autumn. It has passed through many 
storms, and its editor, like Garrison, was 
mobbed in Liberal in the summer of 1882, 
by men who are to be pited for their ignor­
ance and who were devout admirers of their 
Jesus, the humble Nnzarene, so called.

We have now a cylinder press running, 
and commence volume six, with this num­
ber, on better paper and eight pages in­
stead of four, with no increase in price. 
Soon as practical we shall add new type and 
other improvements, hoping to make it please* 
the most fastidious taste. 'Phis, as all our 
friends know, costs money and we urge our 
friends to use their efforts to extend our cir­
culation and so help to build up a town 
without churches, which are always block­
ing the wheels of progress.

G. H. W a i .s k  r , Editor.
L i b e r a l , Barton county,-Missouri. Price 

$ 1 .5 0  per year.

The Tree Thinker’s Magazine, for Feb- 
rnarv, contains much valuable reading, all 
expressing the best thoughts and advanced 
id. as of some of the most prominent reform­

ers of the present time. The leading articles 
in this number are: “ The Design Argu­
ment,” by B. F. Underwood; “ Flizur 
Wright,”  by Robt. G. Ingersoll; “ An Ad­
dress No. 2, by A. B. Bradford; “ The 
Marriage Ouestion,” .0 . W. Stewart; “ W o­
men,”  by Juliet IF  Severance; “ A Free­
thinker,”  Editorial.

Other short articles, poems, etc., make 
an exceedingly interesting magazine.

Price, $ 1.00 yearly.
I f .  L .  G r k k n ,

would be very popular with the Spirit,,., 
.generally. The magazine is ably edi,, 
Mrs. J .  Schlesinger, and published i’ ,!'/. 
editor and l)r. L. Schlesinger :,t 
Broadway, Oakland, California. h;,V 
cents single copy, $2 50 per year.

T he above review of our January nm,,.. 
appeared in “ The Freethinkers Mag,,:,, 
for February. Our worthy conternnor 
is pleased to see that our angels do not p 
wings, as do Christian angels, bit, 
them, he says, “ they are all women a, 
girls,”  and asks “ whyis it that we never

Salamanca, N. Y.

We are pleased to welcome M ind and 
Matter among our exchanges once more. 
We trust its temporary suspension did not 
interfere with its material prospects, as it 
evidently did not affect it otherwise. May 
it continue uninterruptedly to visit our 
sanctum, and gladden the hearts of human­
ity everywhere with messages of truth Pub­
lished at 7 r 3 Sansom street, Philadelphia^

'Terms, $2.00 per year.
J .  M. Roman's, Editor.

The Rostrum, conies to us fresh, bright 
and sound as before the fire which destroyed 
its publisher’s home. It certainly did not 
even scorch the Umber o f which the Rosi-rum 
is built, for the same broad, liberal platform 
remains. 'Those wishing to help on the 
good cause had better subscribe for it.

Price, 1.00 yearly.
A. C. C o t t o n ,  Publisher,

Vineland, N. J .

Good W o rd s for the C arrier D ove.

“ T he C arrier  Dove” has made its ap­
pearance as an illustrated Spiritual monthly 
magazine. It is printed on fine heavy pa­
pier; each page containing three columns— 
in all twenty-four pages. 'The January 
number is a beautiful production. On the 
first page of the cover is a group of beauti­
ful angels, and we are pleased to notice 
that they have no wings, as do Christian 
angels, but, like the Christian angels, they 
all appear to he women and girls. Why is 
it that we never see any men angels? In 
this number is a picture of the platform in 
the Metropolitan 'Temple of San Francisco, 
where Mrs. Watson speaks. If  the picture 
is a true representation ol it, it must be the 
most gorgeous platform on the continent. 
Opposite this picture is a very good likeness 
of Elizabeth J.owe Watson. In thisnumber 
isalso a likenessof Dr. Albert Morton, Mrs. 
Dr. Morton, also S. N. Aspinwall, surround­
ed with what purports to be spirit like­
nesses. 'Two more spirit portraits appear 
on the twentieth page. 'This is a very at­
tractive publication, and we should think

any men angels ? ”  We cannot answer, 
less it be that none have passed over 
consequently cannot return. •Vngelhor.fi; 
generally considered as something belong 
exclusively to the women of the race; ■ 
never hear anything said about the nece 
of men angels, it really is not expected 
them. It is a masculine prerogative to! 
bad, and a feminine one to he good—heae- 
women angels. We assure our friend A 
picture of the platform in Metropoli 
Temple is an exact representation as it s 
photographed March 31, 1885. i heii 
decorations were very beautiful and A: 
much to the attractiveness of the platfor... 
which, though not at all “ gorgeous,” ism; 
broad, and will accommodate even C 
Robert C. Ingersoll, whom it was our priv­
ilege to listen to when speaking uponthi 
same “ gorgeous” platform eighteen month1 
ago.

'The meeting held in Washington HallL: 
Sunday evening, under a new management, j 
as we noticed in our last issue, in place1! j 
Mrs. Foye, we are pleased to be abie to say j 
was a grand success, both as to speakin: j 
and tests given bv the mediums for the eve:.- j 
ings, Mrs. J .  J .  Whitney and J)r. SchU- J 

i singer. The latter carries consternation l" i 
the minds of skeptics---and especially e 
that class of people calling themselvesnu- I 
tcrialists and disbelievers in any future exist­
ence of life after the body is once dead, amt 
as to the former no medium on this coast h 
doing a more successul work.—GoldenGd'-

'Tut-; C a r r i e r  Dove appears in its Janu­
ary number in an enlarged form, as an ilk'' 
strated spiritual monthly of twenty-D' 
large octavo pages, with a cover bearing 
very appropriately designed t itle-pag-' 
Biographical sketches and portraits of •'U 
F . L. Watson and Mr. and Mrs. Dr. AIR1- f 
Morton are given, which with other eiuD'’. . *' |. I
mgs and an interesting miscellany of ris­
ing matter constitute an attraction d'-'- 
should enlist for il an entonded natron-''.-' 
and an assurance of success. It ts edited 1 
Mrs. | . Schlesinger, and published 
Broadway. < Fikland. ( Ml. /tau/ieref /*•
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eipt of thc_ february nuni-iing S;m !• ranoisco in come in on Sumlav al : We take pleasure of calling attention to
halt-past ia to the Metropolitan Temple on 
filth street and see what is going on there 
lor an hour and a half—singing. calisthenics, 
words ot wisdom, recitations and marching. 
A short time is given for conversation. An 
adult group for strangers and friends is one

W o are in reoe
her of I'hk C arrier P ovk , of Oakland,
Cal. It is the first copy of it we have seen 
since' it was issued in its present, very at­
tractive form. We congratulate the pro­
prietors and editor,"on this most creditable 
sally into the domain of magazine journal­
ism. Apart from'its artistic and literary ot its pleasant features. Mis Mathews, 
merits, it is calculated! to meet a much Conductor, and Mrs. Mitclmor, Guardian, 
needed work in Spiritualism, and merits the j are ever ready to welcome the friends from 
cordial and earnest support of all the triends abroad or from the city. Come in and see 
of spiritualism. Mr. Charles R. M iller ’ "hat the children can do. A Kkii.nd . 
made a not dissimilar effort in combining! ____
his Psvthometric Circular and Sp irit A r t ' „ „  ,, , ,

. I 1 he rebruary number ol I iik ( a k r iir  
journal to accomplish the same ends; but | , . . . .

■’ . . .  . . . P ovk commences with the mcdmmistic ex-
! pcricnce of Mrs. M. J . ! I endec, and a goodthe time was not ripe for it, and the city ol 

llrooklvn was not the place to secure the 
success of such an enterprise. Tin: C ar­
rier POYk starts under more promising , ^

likeness of the pioneer public medium of 
San Francisco. Biographical sketch of Win.

'oleman, P r. Benjamin Rush. ‘ ‘ The 
Next Step and How to Take It ."  “ A H o o d  
Time to Quit,”  Work for the Charatable,”

auspices in its new and beautiful form, and 
we feel it will succeed, because it deserves 
to succeed. 'That two such enterprises a s 'a n d  plenty more o f  very excellent reading 
the launching o f  T he C arrikr P ovk is its j matter, also several illustrations of merit, 
enlarged and permanent* form, and the j This is a good magazine and well worth the 
establishing of so expensive, a paper as the cost o f  publication, 25 cents. Office, of
Golden Gale side by side on the Pacific 
Coast, shows a vitality in the spiritualistic 
cause, in that for Western? region, which 
makes our Eastern movements seem dead 
and listless. It is to he hoped that a little 
of this'Western vim and purpose will reach 
us at the East ere long, and the movement 
forward become general. Friends, lend us 
a hand to arouse the sleepers and get them 
to work in earnest.— M ind and Matter.

T h r C arrikr  P ovk Company, 8541 ■_> P.road- 
wav. Oakland -The M orning Tunes, Oak­
land.

ThiACarrikr P ovk, for February, con­
tains a fine portrait of our pioneer medium, 
MrsAM. J. Hendee, with a sketch of her 
life and mediumistic experience; also a por­
trait and sketch of the life-work of that gifted 
religio-philosophical writer and scholar, 
William Emmette Coleman of this city. It 
contains also a portrait of Pr. Benjamin 
Rush, with a biographical sketch, by Albert 
Morton; also a full-page likeness of Mrs. 
Mumler. widow of the spirit artist, with the

IF  C. McClure, of Copper City, Shasta 
county, writes: ‘ ‘ 1 am well pleased with
iho principles and conduct ol the Golden 
Gate, and think it is destined to accomplish 
a great deal of good for humanity. Cali­
fornia has reason to be proud ot her spirit­
ual publication. T h e  C a r r i e r  P o v k . has 
just come to me—a perfect gem of beauty 
in its new form. I wish you a grand suc­
cess in vour noble work tor the practical re­
form and elevation ol the human race.'

T he- C arrier  D ove comes to our table 
enlarged to magazine form, and has a com­
mendable appearance. It is worthy ot 
saving and binding. The lithograph like­
ness of Mrs. F. F. Watson gracing its first 
page and the biographical sketch following 

spirit form of Dr. Rush in the background, ; pocs jusljce to that word renowned medium, 
stand with his hand resting upon her head, i The Rostrum. 
just as the picture was taken by her bus- j _ _ _ _ _ _ _
band. \ T h e 'C arrier P ovk is a grand j ... ,, , .. , ,I he Carrier P ovk, published at Oak­

land, Cab, has been changed into an illu- . 
strated monthly. The January issue is a 
model of neatness and interest. The illu­
strations are superb and usetul. Me bail 
this monthly as a bright promise in spiritual 
literature, /dqht for Thinker'.

I n 1: C arrier  Dove , a spiritual journal of 
high litcrarv merit, published at Oakland,

| California. I ts earnest news and zeal in the 
. cause of spiritualism should commend it to 
! spiritualists evervwhere. Send to the pub- 
i lisher for a sample copy, f.tghf in the JVest.

The Cariuru Dove. Oakland, California, 
for January, came to our (able in an enlarged 
and illustrated form. The cover presents a 
very attractive appearance and the paper and 
printing are in the best style of the art. It 
contains a fine portrait and biographical 
sketch of the mediumistical eqporience of 
.Mrs. E. b. Watson, the celebrated lecturer 
who has done a good work, both on the At­
lantic and Pacific Coast, in freeing the minds 
of hundreds o( people from popular but er- 

\ roncons creeds. It also contains portraits 
land sketches of Dr. and Mrs. Albert Mor- 
! ton, and our old friend, S. X. Aspinwall, 
formerly of Towanda, Pa. The latter was 
photographed by W. M. Keller, Spirit Artist 
at Lake Pleasant, Mass., last summer, and 
on the plate which Mr. A. saw developed 
under his vigilant eyes, appeared the spirit 
faces of his daughter, her youngest child, and 
their guide. Mi. Aspinwall, when I knew 
him some rears ago, was a prominent mem­
ber of the Presbyterian Church: a genial, 
pleasant gentleman and good citizen in spite 
of the dismal and soul-crushing dogma of 
Galvanism. It is with pleasure that we note 
the fact that a new philosophy—not a relig­
ious belief hut a demonstrated science has 
enveloped him in her natural, beautiful and 
artistic arms. May he go on free and un­
trammeled from all kinds of superstition, ami 
teach die truths so long dear to me, to a long 
suffering and benighted people.

The February number is also at hand. 
Among other portraits that of the spirit of 
Dr. Benjamin Kush and Mrs. W . 11. Mum­
ler, which alone arc worth tlie price of the 
number, '2o cents. C.

magazine of spiritual truths.- -Golden Gate.

We know the Carrier Dove is always 
billing to speak aWind word for the Chil­
dren’s Progressive Lveoum, and pleased, in 
its columns, to invite the Spiritualists visit-

W'e are pleased to insert the following tes­
timonials regarding the communications 
which have been published in the Car ri er  
Dove through the mediumsltip cl Mrs. J .  .1, 
\\ hit net:

Mr. Anderson, of San Jose, called upon us 
recently and s ated that ho recognized the 
message in the January D o v e  as being from 
his daughter Libbie. We have two other 
acknowledgements which will appear in



April. This, coming from the far Knst, is 
very gratifying.

XPUINGEIEI.I), M ass., Feb. 21 , 1886. 
Mrs. J .  Sohi.esingk.r,

I)e .ve F riend:— 1 have received the 
Carrier  Dove for February, 1880, contain­
ing a message 10 me from Ann Kenney, 
(my sister,) giving an account of her death 
by tire, which occurred some fifty-three years 
ago. The message is correct in every 
particular. 1 am the last of my race, that 
know of in the world, except one niece. The 
message makes me think of the lines, “ For 
somewhere I know on the unseen shore, 
They watch and wait and beckon for me.” 

With many thanks and love for yourself am 
husband and dear little Mattie, 1 remain 
ever your affection friend,

W m . R e n n e y .

E ditor Carrier Dove: — Enclosed I 
hand you post office order for $2.50 for one 
year’s subscription to your paper from Janu­
ary to the end of this year. 1 received the 
January and February numbers to-day, and 
must frankly admit that it is the best spiri­
tual paper l ever read. 1 have upwards of 
100 volumes on spiritualism, but none please 
me so much as your Dove. Circumstances 
permitting, 1 hope to have the honor and 
pleasure of seeing you this Summer.

Very fraternally,
Josr.ru Ma i m .f..

C opper  C it y , Shasta County, I 
F eiiruary  r 4, J

Dear Friend: 1 received the first num­
ber of the Carrier Dove since its transi­
tion to a most beautiful and excellent maga­
zine.

1 cannot find words to express my admir­
ation of it, so will only say that if it cost 
ten dollars instead of $2.50, ] would not 
do without it, although every dollar I get 
comes from hard labor.

1 am a Pioneer California miner. I 
crossed the plains with an ox team in ‘.|y 
and have been on the Pacific Coast ever 
since. 1'lic Cods or Providence that rules 
our destinies would never allow me to ac­
quire enough to go back to the Old Folks 
at Home, and the old folks despairing 
of meeting the wanderer again in mortal 
life have passed on to the higher life, from 
whence they frequently return to me here 
in my mountain home and make me sen­
sible of their presence and watchful care.

I .end you by Wells Fargo & Co., $2.50

lor subscription for I lie C arrier Dov e com­
mencing; will) the I’cbmary number. I 
prophecy for il a grand success. Il is the 
only illustrated spiritual publication that 1 
know of and I think il is just w hat is needed 
to present spiritualism in a way that will 
attract the attention of many careless ones.

With best respects, I am very truly yours, 
for Truth, 111sti< c and ( Tandy,

II. C. MeCu'KE.

Editorship.

Seme people est imate the ability of a peri­
odical and the talent of its editor by the 
quality of its original matter. It is compara­
tively an easy task for a frothy writer to 
string out a column of words upon any and 
all subjects. His ideas may flow in one 
weak, washy, everlasting flood, and the com­
mand of his language may enable him to 
string them together like hunches of onions, 
and yet his paper may he hut a meagre and 
poor concern. Indeed, the mere writing 
part of editing a newspaper is but a small 
portion of the work. Flic care, the time 
employed in selecting, is far more important, 
and the fact of a good editor is better shown 
jy liis selections, than anything else; and 
that, we know, is half the battle. Hut we 
iave said, an editor ought to he estimated,
1 is labor understood and appreciated, by the 

general conduct of his paper— its tone, its 
uniform, consistnnt course, aims, manliness, 
dignity; and its propriety.— Conner Jour­
nal.

There is to he ail effort made towards or­
ganizing a permanent Spiritual Association 
in Oakland. 'Fire Grand Army hall lias been 
secured, and will he dedicated on the 7th 
inst. We hope all who are interested will 
now make a strenuous effort in the right di­
rection. Mr. Carter and Mrs. Hendce are 

oingall they can, and their efforts should 
ho seconded by those who desire our faith 
to be recognized as a power for good in the 
community, through a well organized, syste­
matic, united effort. There is a fine pros­
pect for liberal donations to an incorporated 
body. Shall we have our own hall or not ?

Come to Grand Army Hall, corner llroad- 
way and Uth street, Sunday,at 2 i\ u.

We take pleasure in calling the attention 
of our readers to the card of I)r. R. Frown 
R: Co. in another column of our monthly. 
One of the members of this firm claims to 
have the wonderful (acuity ol diagnosing

diseases without asking a single i|i,, 
and another member the still more v,,. ; 
ful faculty of diagnosing disease r:orr 
and infallibly, at the distance of a thou,, 
miles, by holding in the palm of the: 
hand a look of hair clipped from the | 
of a patient and sent in a letter. The),.; 
should not he handled by other person-.:,-,., 
should lie accompanied by the fee and - 
note giving age, sex and one leading systc 
or if no system is given and the patient car, 
more for a “ test”  than a cure a fee of 
dollars instead of two must accompany ij„ 
application.

A  Legal Shame.

All intelligent persons are aware that; 
honest and efficient administration car. 
never exist unless the best men arc chooser 
to fill the places of trust. They must 1* 
men of the best brains, men of principle, 
of good moral character; only such can i , 
trusted. These can only he elected by the 
best elements of the voting class, the me 
responsible citizens, the tax-payers, head 
of families, those who have the best inter­
ests of the home, the family and society 
heart. Is it unwomanly for woman to de­
sire to protect the home, the family and 
society? If not, then should they secure 
this. Is it not a shame and a great wrong 
on their part if the neglect their duty and 
neglect to use every means in their power to 
secure the right to elect the public guard­
ians of morality and home safety?

Is it not a shame for men, and a great 
wrong on t heir part, if they refuse to give 
women the power to aid in securing good 
government by working directly for it 
through tlie only means by which it can be 
secured?—through lhe ballot?”

If women are not interested in city gov­
ernment, they arc not fit to lie mothers. H 
men arc not willing they should lie inter­
ested, they are unfit to be fathers.— M«- 
til da 1 findin an.

Piivsioc.NOxiv— Each human face, like a 
faithful book-keeper, accurately records the 
transactions of a life. After the face, the 
hand is the most faithful representative ol 
character, each shape and line symbolizes 
some fancy or [rower sternly ingrained in 
the mind of it possessor.

J oseph S imms, M. I>.

T h e  newspapers and their outfits in tin’ I 

United Slates, are valued at .Jit 10,7 00 , a 80,



There's Nothing N ew  U nder the Sun.

Yes, it seemed lo me, when gazing round 
The narrow circling hound of my horizons’ brim,

My vision caughl some object heretofore unfouml, 
Ami called it mine, when, lo, the echo of my 

boastful tone,
Roused many other voices, saying, like my own, 

"Sec, I have found the same, it is not yours alone?”

With philosophic eye, I watched the moves of 
social life,

And said, I've found the cause of all this grief and 
crime;

I've found the cure for all this needless strife,
And will proclaim it for the good of coming time;

Hut, with a scornful or a inlying smile,
They said we've known of that a long and weary 

while.”

1 thought, with new and great inventions, to as­
tound

Hie whole creative world, and gain both wealth and 
fame.

When opening a hook at random, there I found 
The same thing labeled with some ancient name.

The shadowy, reproachful eyes, [ almost sec, 
Seeming to ask, why claim that which belongs lo 

me ?

1 mounted to the realm of art and sought 
To paint a picture that within itself should hold 

An idea ne'er expressed before—a thought 
Thai, iu itself and its outworking, should lie new, 

not old,
When, as l laid the pencil down, 1 learned 

Another brain and hand the prize had earned.

Almost despairing then, I said, I ’ll sing a song, 
Which, sweeter than all other songs shall be,

And when the voices of the mighty throng 
Are sounding it, then they shall point lo me.

The song succeeded, hut because I hail the art 
To say that which before was in each heart.

|
Oh, now, I said, I have the riddle solved;

The reason for these puzzling things is plain:
The universe on me has not revolved;

Life was not planned for my especial gain.
Material and spirit life were given lo all, 

for one lo rise unduly, some must fall.

The powers above are working for the whole,
And not to gratify the pride of one;

When e’er they've found a quick responsive soul, 
Within that soul, a work for good begun.

For one to rise so far beyond the rest,
Would rouse their envy, and his pride would not be 

best.

And, yet, this wise conclusion was not new,
For centuries ago the Hebrew King 

Declared, “  beneath the sun, there’s nothing new. 
Forages, then, perhaps, the truth had been

A well-known fact. T he earthly tides bulb ebb  ;!
and flow,

Ami v> ille spirit 11UOlls both come an (1 go,
What's known 00 ns, was known sometime be-

fore,
And may he lost and fount 1 again by thousands

more.”

L e tte r  from George P. Colby.

V i c t o r i a , B .  ( | 
February, 15th, i<S<Sf>. |

1 E ditress C arrier Dove:—Since my 
arrival here there lias been an awakening of 

; interest in the cause of Spiritualism, such 
'as has not been felt hitherto. It seems to 
j have taken deeper root, and the people are 
now anxious to obtain practical benefits 
from our grand Philosophy. To meet this 
demand, we have succeeded in organizing a 
society with a view to sustaining local work 
for lecturers and mediums. Tne organisa­
tion bids fair to assume respectable propor­
tions as to numbers and usefulness in the 
near future.

A few zealous souls have leavened the 
! lump and we trust good results will fol­
low. They are also ripe for organization at 
Nanaimo, a place on the east coast of the 
Island about 85 miles north of here. I have 
given two courses of lectures there 5 upon 
my first visit and 3 upon my last visit. We 
had good audiences throughout, especially 
at the last visit, the house being crowded 
with eager listeners.

It is the intention of the friends in these 
two places to co-operate, Victoria having 
three Sundays in the month, Nanaimo tak­
ing the remaining portion of time. Thus 
between them, supporting a speaker, until 
the societies are strong enough financially, 
to employ one in each place, which will 
doubtless be in the near future. Should 
this arrangement prove a success here, it will 
no doubt lead to like organized effort 
throughout the Puget Sound region.

What is needed is an enthusiastic worker 
who is a good organizer, to make a tour of 
this section, and indeed of the entire Pacific 
coast, and organize societies. Laying the 
country off in districts, or circuits, ascertain­
ing the kind of workers needed in each of 
these districts and as near as possible supply 
the demand.

Once get local work established, and we 
may then hope for some practical benefits 
to arise from the Gospel of Spiritualism. 
This section had not been visited in the in­
terest of Spiritualism for several years until, 
my tour of it last season, at which time I 
visited all the prominent points on the 
Sound, also several places in Eastern W. T. 
and Oregon, some of which had never been 
visited by a,speaker. I have found the deep 
interest which prevailed among the people 
at that time has not abated, in fact, has in­
creased, and the “ Macedonian cry” comes 
from every city, town and hamlet, “ come 
over and help us.” The people are tired of 
theological husks, and are anxiously watch­
ing and wailing to see what Spiritualism has 
in store for them.

We want more energetic speakers and 
well developed mediums to take the field 
on this coast. And to those who are will­
ing to take off their “ plug hat and kids” 
and work I know of no better field. The 
people arc prepared for something substan-

tial in the way of facts and logic. Gradu­
ally they are getting off the phenominal 
plane on lo one of spiritual culture and 
self-development. The trouble with most 
Spiritualists is, they have been forced to be­
lieve, by the uncontrovertible evidence 
which the phenomena presents, and knowing 
nothing of the philosophy they do not com­
prehend it.

The result is they backslide equal to a 
Methodist, and some one has to go around 
every three months with a new stock of 
wonders lo keep them in working order. 
Another thing is needed, Spiritualists whose 
pockets have been converted, as well 
as their heads, who subscribe for and read 
the periodicals published in the interest of 
our Philosophy. I once heard a man say 
he used to give $200 or $300 a year when 
he belonged to the church, bui he had been 
a Spiritualist twenty years and it had 
never cost him a cent. I told him 
I would not give him a cent for his home­
stead right in Kingdom come if that was all 
he could boast Spiritualism had done 
for him. We want societies with well 
sustained speakers to minister to them; we 
want halls of our own to meet in; we want 
libraries; we want lyceums in which to 
train our children, But we cannot have 
these until our Spiritualism gets more than 
tongue deep with us, and that is as deep as 
it goes with many. If we had a hell as hot 
and deep as our Christian friends have, and 
Spiritualism had a patent on a system of in­
surance against fire in the next world, we 
would no doubt find less lethargy in the 
ranks.

But I suppose the good time wil come 
after awhile when we shall all see our duty 
and do it. Spiritualism is rapidly clearing 
the mental sky of the clouds and mists of 
superstition, and when the clear sweet light 
of this sublime doctrine has penetrated the 
atmosphere of humanity it will no doubt 
waken to activity, the dormant energies of 
our Spiritual being. We shall then reap the 
fruits of our present sowing. It may not 
be ours to garner it in this life, but we shall 
continue to send out the D o v k  till it returns 
with the olive branch by which we shall 
know the waters of superstition, have re­
ceded and the face of the earth is being 
bathed in the flood-tide of light from the sun 
of Truth, May the angels hasten the dawn­
ing of that day, the halo of which, wc but 
now catch the fore-gleams.

G e o . P. C o u j v .

Mrs. Godd, suing for divorce in Brooklyn, 
from her second husband, testifies that be­
fore seeking legal advice she tried to effect a 
reconciliation, but he placed live pages of 
closely written legal cap before her and said 
that if she would follow the rules he had 
prescribed for her government he would con­
sider the question of reconciliation.

The February number of /fall's Journal 
oj Health just received. It will be noticed 
another time.I.! I’A.



T h e H au n ted  H ouse .

D itvk M r . A ' I ’INW.u ; : — Am rding to |
the promise made by me. while in v uir
citv, I will try give vot; a sket< h ot my
experience in a “ haunted house.

It occurred.. in tht yt ai < 1874, and tee
v - :" 1 ,ouisville, Kv. < fur family.

at that time, consisting ot my mot her, two
thers, . sis■ ter and mys<_h. and we lived

m the house train sometime in May, until

:v matte .1 • : • >uc ll
noihii

search, but 

in X.

f(

"ber of the

1
rin

1 L 1C
1 .

tied

ttle s'j
was verv

the next February.
The house, a frame, of two- 

on the street, but there was a large back 
vard and a narrow side car . ; e ling n
the street, but sera rated from it by a high 
fence and gate, which was always bolted 
on the inside, so that no one could enter 
from the outside until ttie gate was opened 
from the inside.

The house had a store front, c j ening into
I irge square room, and a small doorway 

which opened on the street at the foot of 
the stairs which came down into this room. 
Hack of this room was another, but smaller 
r with a doer leading out on to a porch 

along the dining-room and 
kitchen, the second room being our sitting- 
room and parlor combined.

U p stairs was two rooms, opening off from 
mare landing-way. The front room 

large, with three windows, all 
facing the street. The back room was a. 
good sized, square room, with a door lead­
ing out to an outside stairway that ran down 
to the yard within a few feet of the gate.

Mv brothers’ business was such as to keep 
them away during the night, though one of 
them, as a rule, got in anywhere from two 
until four in the morning.

My mother, sister and self slept in the 
back-room up stairs— sister and I occupy­
ing a double bed, and my mother a single 
bed. A lamp was kept burning all night, 
though turned down low. My mother had 
got m u-cd to the light that she could not 
- e . mt it. My father having been an
invalid for a couple of years, who had died 
during the January preceding. During his 
illness she kept a lamp always burning on 
bis account.

1 cannot teli you just when nor how the 
first manifestations occurred, but it was not 
long after we had moved into the house that 
iijv mother—a rvrr tearless woman—was 
aroused one night by sounds as of many 

talking, laughing and moving arouitd. 
After listening, she found the sounds pro­
ceeded from the sitting-room. Rising, she 
look the lamp and went hastily down, the 
sounds increasing as she neared the room. 
She threw the door open, but instantly 
there was dead silence, and the room was 
dark and empty. A littic startled she shut 
the door and started hack; just as she

•Hi nke he was hurt the rest of the ni T 
<.i,iv he was restless and wanted tu ;

vard. brother was gout" i , ■ 
him again, at night, but he h A g , ' " '  
barked so, that he had to go back.n 
him out.

It was almost a nightly occurrence ;M 
sister and 1 to be awakened bv m 
scolding the intruder, and orderm ■ 
leave the room. He could hear it w, , 
out, like bare feet over the lloor, and d R  
the stairs; sometimes it would go to anoth 
part of the room, but mother "would dec. 
the deception and tell it where it was 
-ay that she would throw something 

| the sitting room where my mother and sister it didn’t go right down stairs. There 
j were sewing. Presently my mother looked 
| up surprised, and asked whom I had left 
| upstairs. 1 replied, “ No, one!’ l'hey both

I • ; i v; A 11 > A1C tiliK'  U1 A • \
I think). there wa> scarce!}- a way or night 

wulu- it some manifest.mon occur- 
though it was rare foranyt ling t< 

during the dav. Put I distinctly remember 
one occurrence. During the mid-summer, 
one bright sr.r.nv dav. cany in the atternoon. 
I w as upstairs alone, in our bed-room, dress­
ing to go out; several times I had occasion 
to get something front my trunk, which I 
closed in a hurry which caused a loud
sound, in fact, 1 supposed I “ banged it 
too. After 1 was dressed 1 went down to

be the sound ot running feet, and the sill 
tittering, always as though halfsuj iresse 1 

()ne night 1 lay awake w id. the toort-
looked a little surprised and mother said. ; ache; the hall, or stair door which 

| “ Why there is some one. just listen. I j usually left open, was that night closed. ;• 
| listened and heard the sound of some one would stand open only at a right angle v,i- 

vw-mg ; a tut men tne trunk dm v.p:. tardier titan that, a chair had
closed with a “ bang.”  I declared there be placed against it. As 1 Jay there 1 •

, was no one there, and my sister laughed ing at it. it suddenly swung slowly open 
and said. “ It must be our ghost." But the without the knob turning, or miv s.e: 
sounds were so decided and it being day- whatever, and did not .-top until i: 

j light, I said it could not be, and directed 
i my sister to run up the outside stairs, while 
: I ran up the inside way. We met in the 
; room, but there was not a soul there, 
j although we all heard the trunk lid “ bang" 
i down, before we could get into the room.

topped by the wall. That was enough ; - 
me. I jerked the sheet over my face an 
shut my eyes tight and fell asleep soon, to 
my tooth-ache was gone. Once a von:, 
lady cousin was going to remain over nig: 
w ith tis. She had heard something of . 

My mother who believed in Spiritualism, ghost and was pretty my about st.-yin.:
we said we three girls would sieve together 
which we did. putting her in the middle.

-ached the stairs theie was a suppressed 
laugh, or titter, behind her. She asked 

: ., vvas there. and the laugh was repeated, 
whe then hurried up stairs, feeling sure some 

was accreted m the house. When mv

1 though she did not know much about it,
| often asked who it was, and if she could do 
J anything for the spirit, but the only answer Mother took the lam: and went d >wn stairs 

was the invariable suppressed, giggling for something and we lay there chatting.
1 laugh, which from annoving, after awhile when there was a loud, .■ 'harp knock on J;. 
I angered my mother, and she would order head-board. Our cousin was very nu.b: 
i the spirit, which she got to calling “ that frightened, but we made her believe it »u 
| fool, ’ to leave the room. One night, she some of our mischiet. 
was awakened bv the cover being suddenly He ourselves did not mind if much: w 

] jerked over her face and held for a second soon got used to it. It never came tic..: 
or two; she sprang out of the bed and it was the bed in which we—my sister and I slop.

| some time before she got over the strange always seeming to prefer the comer of u. 
feeling u gave her. The elder of my brothers room where my mother slept. We oitrsclvc- 

j could not be induced to believe that it was 
a spirit, and said he would settle it. Alter 

! this last manifestation, he brought a dog 
home with him, a large fierce dog that was bowed: a dav or so later he enquired wh 

I trained to watch baggage and express matter, that lady was, with me. 1 was entire } 
j After my mother had fed him a lew iime>. alone at the time, no one else being at horn.
, he would follow and obey her, ;b he did vet he was most positive in the assertion 
| my brother, and after a few davs lie was that a lady sat at the next window from me 
left to remain over niglu with us. He Afterwards several people, besides nciglibe:? 
made him a bed on the floor, at the foot <>t on the opposite mde of the street, saw the 
mother's bed, and ordered him to “ watch same woman— the descriptions all agreeing 
it." Jn the middle of the night we "ere In our sleeping room, the chimney setoiit 
awakened bv a most terrific howl from the into the room and was more on one side v1 

• dog. Sister and I sprang up m our bed. the loom. f iom it to the opposite wall. "V 
just in time to see the dog spring up boitlc had a curtain hung and behind, on pegs •» 
mv mother; lie was a picture of abject the wall, we had our wash dresses bung. 
terror. Iiistus mother sprang up the dog they were less liable to be “ mussed.'' Mm' 
crouched bark, and wiped just as though morning my sister was the last one to leave 
he had been struck. j 1 is ga/c seem li 'cd ll,e room; alter breakfast 1 went up to nub

never .ore anything, but others did: a strange 
woman vvas seen at the from window and .. 
gentleman triend passing on the other sic.

on some object at the side of the bed- ot the beds. I o in}- surprise and angd, U"'

one
brother came in, a

which he seemed in tnort I d read . Motbei < uitain was pushed back and there km ■“ 
was very angrv and ordered “ it”  to leave die side ot my bed - all our dresses »' ; 
the room, and scolded " i t "  muiihIIv . d'lie big heap, the thin white diessw at the 

few hours afterw ard ,:  dog would not leave the bed, but whined tom and ihc calicoes on top. 1 s i ip i^ "



u was my sister’s work ami went down and 
lolil my mother of it, lint my sister was in - 
di n̂ant that we should accuse her of such 
a thins; as there was no one else in the house, 
we concluded that it must be the work of 
•‘our s;host.'

About the last thing that occurred of any 
importance was in the Autumn. Mother 
was awakened one night by a smothered 
feeling as though some weight was holding 
her dow n. As she opened her eyes, herga/e 
fell on the opposite wall; a black shadow 
was rising slowly, but gradually, and as it 
rose it showed the outline of a female figure. 
She said it was like an old time silhoutte; 
the long old-fashioned waist, broad collar, 
and big sleeves and wavy hair. It was not 
a profile, but was facing her. It slowly rose 
until it was midway of the ceiling, when my 
mother, almost overcome by the feeling of 
oppression and wonder, was seized by a 
feeling of fear, she sprang up crying— 
“ Back, back! I ’ve had enough of tin’s. I 
forbid you to come nearer in the name of 
all thats high, holy and low:’ ’ She said 
more but 1 don’t remeber it now; but the 
shadow instantly receded, and that mock­
ing silly titter was heard.

Well, with my brothers we dug the cellar 
(a small one) all over, hunting for hones, but 
found nothing. There was a great many 
more queer things happened, but I have 
given you the “ queerest.”

One evening in November, it was quite 
cool, and one of my brothers, at dusk, went 
up and built a fire in our bedroom grate. It 
smoked and would not draw; lie said there 
must be something in the chimney, and took 
a crooked stick and went to punching and 
poking at it. He had drawn the stick down 
and was going to try to look up, when a 
bundle came tumbling down, unrolling as 
it came. There was a colored woolen sock, 
a lot of discolored, spotted cloths, and a 
package of letters an 1 papers tied together, 
a few letters on top and below, large, legal 
looking envelopes and papers. My brother 
thrust his hands in the flame and tried to 
rescue the papers, but only succeeded in 
burning his hand.

dm im.

R esponsibilities of W ealth.

By John Allyn.

1 he possession of wealth implies the obli­
gation to use the surplus thereof to benefit 
mankind. Those who have wealth have 
also been blessed with powers of sagai ity, 
endurance and opportunities which enable 
them to acquire and hold their means; but in­
dependent of these considerations, the bare 
fact of the possession of wealth or other means 
of blessing our fellow men, implies the obliga- 
ion to use our means as stewards to bless oth­
ers. It was a maxim with the Romans that the 
gods cannot help those who will not help 
themselves. How to dispose of means so as 
to benefit our fellow beings—when we come 
to consider the subject at close range,—is not1
so easy as might seem. The writer said to , , , ,,; .  ; sufficiently demonstrated to be the lounda-a wealthy spiritualist who was evidently on . , . ,, , ,, , , turn of religion. Such torget that the mamthe home stretch, had we nut better do good . , • ■ , • “ •1 ■ m • A . principles of spiritualism—-to wit: the contin-with our means while it is within our control?' 1 . *. 1 f, , , , , , ued existence of man is lntimlclv better de­ne answered ves 11 we knew what would d o 1 , , , , . •-( t  ^  J j monstrated than any one doctrine of L.hrist-

 ̂ . ianitv—most of which are utterly incapable
He has since passed to the inajoiity to proof. Religious teachers have been

consider the matter when his means K.....
passed from his hands.

In this age of great material prosperity 
many fortunes have been accumulated—some 
by parties who are under no just obligations 
to relatives to give their means, others only 
a part.

Janies Rick, and Roland Stanford have 
set noble examples; but all should not fol­
low one beaten track, but according to their

cording to the attendance the preceding 
year in each I ,yt cum.

It die wealthy spiritualists would do their 
duly, or what appears to be such, 
the present century the hoary 
of antiquity would give way before the rising 
light of scientific spiritualism. We would 
have a religion adapted to our age, our coun­
try and our needs; whose root would In­
firmly grounded in American soil instead 
of a religion based on a conglomerate mix­
ture of oriental myths, and heathen mytho­
logies, cemented by the fruitless metaphysi­
cal speculations of the dark ages a system 
that nobody believes lint those w hose minds 
have been crammed and distorted from the 
harmony of nature, by false religious teach­
ing in childhood.

Some may object that Spiritualism is not

1 O
navc aware of this and have always urged the im­

portance of faith as their primary doctrine.

W here She W ished to be Burried.

She was a remarkably sensible young 
lady who made the request of her friends that 
after her decease she should not be burried 
by the side of a brook, where babbling lover* 
would wake her from her dreams: nor in any

have given you a pretty full account of 
"our ghost,” and one to which myself, 
mother and sister, can and would, if ncces- 
saay, take our most solemn oath.

Your Friend,
WlNKFORt) Y .  A s i m n w .u .i ..

over epitaphs, might distract her, but be taut 
away to take her last sleep under the counter 
of some merchant who did not advertise in the 
newspapers. There, she said, w as to he found 
peace surpassing all understanding— -a do; th 
of quiet slumber, on which neither the sound 
of the buoyant foot of youth, nor the w e a r y  

shuffle of uld age would ever intrml
(6 ’<?.) .Veres.

inspirations strike out new paths—for in this! grand cemetorv. where sight-seers, connim 
the greatest good has come to the children 
of earth. 'To aid the benevolent in the so­
lution of the above problem, the following : 
plan is presented:

Let the estate be given by gift or by will 
to a competent board of trustees of say three 
or five persons to dispose of in trust for the 
following objects:

Ret the estate be divided into four [arts.
1— One part to be applied to a College 

of Original Investigation of spiritual matters j 
that the boundaries of our knowledge may , 
be enlarged and spiritual laws and forces bet-1 
ter defined. T his should be applied mainly j 
to the expenses of mediums and rooms; as it 
is presumed that investigators could be j 
found willing to devote their services grand-i 
touslv.

2—  Ret one part be applied to aiding our! 
spiritual periodicals especially to furnish 
copies to the appreciative poor and to vead-

Mr. C. H. Wadsworth, who acts as chair­
man of tha. Spiritual meetings at Metropoli­
tan Temple, is a dealer in men’s furnishing 
goods and custom shirt maker at 150 Eddy 
street, and employs white labor exclusively.

His work at the Temple is gratuitous, and 
any orders or trade our friends can give him 
will be well bestowed. See Ins ad. in an­
other column.

I1 roni Out tline
• in vlnt I."

vn lieaid another sound I'nun

3— Ret one part be applied to aid such

Spiritualism is Democratic. It has no 
renowned leadership and will never have a 
king. 'The crowning glory of its religion 
is that it has no darkness to shadow its per­
petual light—no Hell to travesty its Heaven 

-no lost to offset the saved-—no prostrate 
to contrast the erect. It promises nothing 
to 011c it does not pledge to all: it recog­
nizes nothing in one it does not prefigure 
and admit in all. By its transccndant views 
of the future it levels the narrow distinctions 
of the present, and by its lofty recognition 
of the sublime invisible it proves how tri­
fling is the visible; and by its affirmation of

us abovesocieties as are struggling to prov ide them- of the unity of humanity it lift 
selves with a permanent hall for spiritual j  considerations of race, lime and condition*, 
meetings. ; It teaches us that no permanent good can

4—Rast but by no means least, let one | come from partial victory—from a success 
part be applied to aid the Children’s Pro- that means defeat—mastership which im piles 
gressive Ryceum—naming the state, city or j slavery. Hand in hand, side by side, rich 
county where the benefaction is to be ex-'mid poor, bond and free, white and colored, 
pended. Probably it would be well to have good and bad, we stand together in the
this invested in a permanent fund the annual 
income of which should be apportioned ac-

order ot 
Snirit.

creation and the destiny of the 
( A  M . Pi r mu.
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A W ise Ruling.

1'he three schools of medicine Allopath, 
Homeopath ami Keleeiic—wlu>, unwilling 
to trust to their merits, seek, by legislation, 
to secure a monopoly o! the medical prac­
tice in this State, shutting out all other sys­
tem, have run against a snag, in San Jose, 
in the shape ol a level-headed Justice o! the 
Peace named Huckner.

A suit was brought against a magnetic 
healer named Hied, to mulct him in dam­
ages for practicing the curative art without 
having first procured a certificate from some 
society representing some one ot the above 
mentioned schools. 1 he Justice held, sub­
stantially, that the act under which the 
action was brought was. from its reading, 
evidently intended to prevent persons from 
practicing anv of said systems without first 
procuring a diploma from one of the State 
societies representing the same. That is, 
for instance, that no one claiming to be an 
allopathic physician - shall be allow ed to 
practice as such w ithout a certificate from 
the State society of that school, etc. Hut 
that a person advertising himself as a mag­
netic healer, and practicing that system, 
does not come w ithin the meaning of the 
law; hence, he ordered the defendant's dis­
charge.

\\ e commend the wisdom of this ruling. 
It is certainly founded on common 
sense. Any system of healing that cannot 
stand upon its merits, but requires to be 
bolstered up by special legislation, must 
have a weak spot somewhere.

And then it is an outrage upon individual 
rights to deny to any one the privilege of 
choice in the matter of selecting the mode 
of treatment w hereby he would be healed. 
While we have no objection to the regular 
schools hedging themselves in and prevent­
ing imposters from practicing their methods; 
yet, we shall ever insist that said regulars 
have no right to dictate in methods of heal­
ing outside of their practice. The law. as 
it stands on our statute books, is a sort of 
“ baby act, " that no physician w ith a grain 
of self-respect would ever plead in his be­
half.—Gi'Ut'n GoA .

T h e  Society  of Progressive Spiritual­
ists.

We have attended several of the meetings 
at Washington Hall, San Francisco, under 
the auspices of the Society of Progressive 
Spiritualists, and are pleased to notice the 
large attendance and general interest mani­
fested in the exercises. On Monday, Feb­
ruary 2«Sth, the the ordination of Mr. S. 
Aspinwall as a minister of the gospel of 
Spiritualism took place. The services were 
i>ertonr.ed by President H. C. Wilson and 
were very beautiful and impressive. 1 Hiring 
this service several mediums present 
clairvoyantly saw the angel participants per­
form their part in the ceremonies. These 
several statements coincided in almost 
every particular, four of whom distictly saw

and described the spirit placing a crown 
upon the head of Mr. \spinwall. Mrs. J .  
I. Whitncv heard the name, “ William, the 
C onqueror, ’ as belonging lo this spirit, she 
also saw and dcsciibcda little boy who gave 
his name. Mr. Aspinwall stated that the 
hov was his son; and that his mother pos­
sessed a parchment record tracing his 
genealogy back to “ M illiam, the ( on- 
queror.”

l he subject for consideration and disc us­
sion was Spiritualism and Orthodoxy Con­
trasted upon whic h original essays were read 
by Mrs. I. Schlesingcr, Mrs. J .  M. Mason, 
of Oakland; and Miss Martha J .  Wright, of 
Reno, Neva Mrs. M. S. Fish recited a 
poem and Mrs. Eggert Aitken, Mrs. Miller 
and Dr. Schlesinger gave tests.

The singing and instrumental music by 
Mrs. Miner was very line. We understand 
the society proposes to build a hall during j 
the present year. The library owned by 
this society is the largest collection of! 
Spiritualistic and reform books on the 
Pacific Coast. It is open every Sunday 
front 2 to 4 p. m

R e v e re n ce .

In this selfish, hurry-sktirry, money-get­
ting age the young are quite apt to become 
sneering, rude and impertinent in their treat­
ment of aged persons; especially when the 
early associations and training were superfi­
cial, thereby failing to implant in the youth­
ful mind legitimate regard for the feelings 
and property of fellow man—ultimating in 
broils, riots, thievery and sund.iv crimes. 
Therefore it cannot be difficult to under­
stand that judicious home culture pre-emi­
nently excels all other education in erecting 
milestones along the highway of life for 
guidance to peaceful, honest and respecta­
ble deportment through mature years.

l o strengthen reverence, never permit 
voursell to speak irreverently of old age; 
cultivate respect towards all superiors; read I 
books written by respectful authors, and as­
sociate with persons of good moral charac­
ter. “ Xer/tum sat sapn/iti.”  Travel and 
visit the mountains crowned with everlasting 
snow elevated in sublime purity towards 
heaven; standby the thundering cataracts; 
and become inspired by their deep but ele- \ 
rated diapason; traverse rocky ravines where 
oid Sol can never penetrate the mysterious 
shade; emerge into the valleys, quiet and 
soft, where the god of day first bids his 
gentle and reluctant adieu, wend your way 
silently along the meandering stream beneath 
the impressive shadow of the dark lorest; 
calmly observe in earnest contemplation the j 
roseate and golden hues and soul inspiring 
tints flung across the prairie, landscape or 
mountain barriers that kiss the sky.

Josi.ru S ivi.vis, M. IF,
The Physiognomist.

The C a u h i k r  D o v i ; for April will contain 
the portrait and biographical sketch ot D. D. 
Home, the world-renowned medium.

L ab o r and W ait.

I low much we have to learn before 
good citizens of this or any other wor],]' 
Had we not bettet spend more of our tin-,' 
studying, observ ing, thinking, and h 

j raptuons exclamations concerning the g. 
T ies of spirit life, the green lawns, beautiful 
flowers and “ angel loved ones ?” I sometime* 
wonder bow it would affect us, and them ■
w e were half as anxious to receive wonb 
affection and advice fiom relatives ami 
acquaintances before they leave the body a- 
after that event, and why they are any moi 

j angles at one time than another. Du vveum 
smnetimes spend too much nervous strength 
in emotion and too Jiftlc in doing; and vvouhi 
it not be better to clasp the fact of demon­
strated in mortality close to our souls, and, 
stimulated by its inspiring wormth, work !■ ; 

j the best good of all in this life, and the next: 
I for goo J is good in either, and improving 
: one improves the other.

There is nothing gained by sitting in circies 
and crying about our angel loud one: 
any more than by a church man s praying, 
unless these exercises nerve us to,

“ lie up and doing,
Willi a heart for any fate:

Still achieving, still pursuing.
Learn to labor ami to wait.

Wait: yes, some of us have learned "hat 
it is to wait. Years ago, when affliction 
threatened me, I wrote this in my journal: 
Only those who have learned by sad ex­
perience can know the full meaning of the 
little word wait: l o those the leng, weary
weeks stretch themselves out. each morning 
ushering in a fresh hope, to sink, each night, 
deeper, nearer to despair, this is the wait. 
Again, when a dearly loved little brother was 
taken from us, 1 sav, 1 have learned a lie" 
meaning of the word wait. To watch the 
agony of a dear one, agony which can end 
only in death, prolonged till the heart prays 
for the angel to come and ease the sugering: 
this is to wait.

Fife is full of waiting, blessed are we it 
we can find the work our datlire craves, so 
that with our whole heart we can labor while 
we wait, S. I).

S vt'R vm i n t o , February 19, 7886.
Passed to the shores of spirit life, Janu­

ary 3d, Christopher Met iinnis, aged seventy 
years. brother and sister McGinnis were 
converted front the Catholic church by the 
unexpected dev elopment of sister McGinnis 
as a medium in this city, over thirty years 
ago. For many years she did a good work 
here both in private and public services, 
and many there are who received their first 
light through the mediuniship vested in her. 
I hey have ever lived consistant spiritualists 
and respected citizens, as the large assem­
bly who convened to attend his mortal re­
mains to their last resting place, on the 5th 
of January vvill attest.

M KS. I’ . W. St IQ’HI-NS.



Spiritualism .

A Discourse Delivered by Mrs. J. M. Mason at Wash­
ington Hall, S. F., Feb. 28, 1886.

Spiritualism is :i vast subject, indeed there 
are none so vast, because within the word 
Spiritualism is comprised every other subject 
worthy of thought or investigation.

It holds within its wide sheltering arms 
every want of the human family. It is a 
father to the fatherless, a friend to the friend­
less and a mother to those bowed down with 
sorrows the church has failed to allay.

lint, my friends, do we of to-day com­
prehend one tenth part of all there is in 
Spiritualism? We are in the A l i d ’s as 
vet, and if we would rise higher we can 
only do so by close study into nature’s 
laws,and by searching out the capabilities 
lying dormant within ourselves, nor can an­
other’s experience aid us in the search, for 
in human life there is much waste foliage 
which cannot be forcibly beaten off, but 
which will silently disappear when the life 
is surrounded by an atmosphere of love, 
which stimulates inward growth. The Ara­
bian Achemist, Abipili, says: “ I admonish 
thee, whoever thou art, that desireth to 
dive into the innermost parts of nature. If 
that thou seeketh thou findeth not within 
thyself seek not to find it without thee.”

Whatever ideal the mind can conceive of 
is possible for us to attain to. it would be 
impossible to entertain rational ideas beyond 
our attainments. Nature only brings these 
things about in her own good time. All 
the talking, all the arguing you can bring 
to bear, all the phenominal tests that could 
he given wouid not convince a person of 
the truth of Spiritualism one minute sooner 
than the person was ready to receive it, or 
had attained to a Spiritual or inward growth 
necessary to the acceptance of the truth.

1'here are seeds having a shell so tough 
that unaided human strength is insufficient 
to break them. Yet as soon as they arc 
placed in the warm bosom of mother earth 
and fee! nature’s kindly touch open of them­
selves and the freed germ comes forth and 
sends the tiny green tendrils up to meet the 
genial rays of the sun. All the men in 
creation could not force the song from a 
little bird, but give it its own free will and 
your sense of hearing will he charmed by 
the sweetest of music. You can train and 
mould the physical child, or rather the 
senses of the physical child, hut over the 
soul or spirit you have no control whatever; 
the powers given it before its birth into 
earth life can only he brought out through 
the law that gives it life and sustains that 
life. It remains for those who have an ad­
vanced knowledge of nature’s laws to throw 
out ideas that will aid in awakening the 
inner sense of those who are ready to grow 
in the spiritual light.

What a wonderful thing is the mind of 
man. Took at the locomotive, the steam­
boat, the printing press, telegraph, tele­
phone and elect lie light; they are ideas

which must first have an origin in the brain 
id man before they can become tangible to 
the outward senses. Supposing you were to 
look for the first time upon a certain piece 
of machinery, the only one having a physi­
cal existence, and after you had thoroughly 
examined ii it should he destroyed, the real 
machine could not he destroyed for you 
would still retain it as an idea in yom mind, 
proving that the things of this life are only 
the shadows of the real things. 'The mind 
of man is capable of still greater achieve­
ments than has ever been given. We are 
living to-day in an atmosphere pregnant 
with new thoughts, new ideas which are con­
stantly coming to the front, and like Ham­
let’s ghost will not down hut force them­
selves into an outward expression.

And so with the thoughts we entertain 
one toward another, they are just as tangi­
ble. I f  we throw a rock or other missile at 
a person we hurt or bruise the physical 
body, just so will an evil thought projected 
toward another wound the inner or real self.

To a sensitive, a thought, he it good or 
ill is as plainly felt as a blow given through 
physical means there are, no doubt, many 
present who have experienced these thrusts 
for there are few mediums who are not con­
stantly being struck in this way by the 
thoughts of others, and as it is only through 
our mediums that intercourse between the 
two worlds is kept open, how necessary that 
wc sheild them as much as possible from 
the inharmony of earth life.

You would not expect to get any thing 
like a correct telegraphic message through 
an instrument that was not kept in perfect 
order; and think not to receive communica­
tions from those you love if you enter the 
presence of the medium with thoughts you 
would not give utterance to were they 
standing by your side clothed in their 
fleshly garments, for such thoughts place a 
barrier between you and your spirit friends; 
they shrink from coming in contact with, and 
attract into your atmosphere earth hound 
spirits and the result will he instead of a 
message frought with words of encourage­
ment and love you will get, what you would 
richly deserve, lies and false advice. If  you 
feel you cannot trust a medium, seek one 
you have confidence in. I f  you are a skeptic 
seek the medium with an honesty of pur­
pose and great shall he your reward.

What is death? A sweet relief from care,
A  flight untrnmmeled by the woes of earth,

A silent lliiting through the summer air 
To heaven’s gate. A  heavenly birth;

There is no barrier to curb the flight 
Of the freed soul to the land of light.

It is sweet rest, repose from every thing 
That frets the heart or give us fears to dread,

T ’is brought by one whose shining wing 
A quiet brings, and hovering o’er our head,

Shows to our inner eye 
And truer self, we never die.

It is calm peace, when weary hearts lay down 
Their lle .hy forms for robes of white,

And taking up the star decked crown 
All radiant with translucent light,

Tor him whose triumphs earned a living wreath; 
T ’is sin'll reward illumes the hero’s death.

T ’is 110I long slumbers, or eternal sleep 
I 'own deep henealli the sodden mold,

They ilo not sleep beneath the Ocean deep 
Whose bodies lloat so wet and cold,

Hut by your side they loving vigils keep 
When sen-.es wake, or eyes are closed in sleep.

And in glad progress the enfranchised soul 
Still lives, and labors in the land of light,

With saints and heroes inarching to the goal 
Onward and upward still the way of right, 

Faithful to duty, true to love and law,
This is the glowing heaven the prophets saw.

In this bright land where weary souls retire 
Arc bovvers filled with perfect peace,

In which to gain the strength they most require, 
And from the ills of earth find sweet release.

Here is the spot where perfect souls can lie 
From sin, and shame, and sorrow free.

Ask not the prophet skilled in mystic lore 
Nor the astronomer who reads the sky;

Down deep within yourself is found the door 
Which at your touch will open, if you try,

And give the light all mortals crave 
Of knowledge of the life beyond the grave.

San Francisco, Cal., March 5, iSS6. 
D r a r  M r s . S c h i .e s i n g e r : I was so glad, 

to hear, that yon were still to brood the 
C a r r i e r  D o v e , with your woman heart,

of justice, truth and love, and that you 
were not “ vacate the chair to a m an.”

You dear woman, fill it too acceptably to 
your many friends and readers, to yield it 
so long as strength lasts and angels’ guide.

Your work was indeed heaven appointed, 
and will grow and bear golden fruitage, 
upon which human hearts can feed and 
feel refreshed.

God speed the day, when every woman 
may awaken to a recognition of her own 
divine posibilities, and may she go forth 
doing battle against wrong of every kind. 
Yices which now enslave the human mind 
and dethrone reason, and dim the bright 
lusture of the intellect; sit like an incubus 
upon humanity, needing woman’s heart, 
voice and pen, to defend the right against 
the mighty wrong which now inflict us.

May your pen touched by the fire of 
inspiration, light the torch of truth that 
shall burn, and blaze into a light that shall 
illume every highway of life where walk 
human feet, that they faint and stumble 
not, hut [tress forward to victory. May 
every seed you sow, he watered from the 
river of purity, until it shall hud and blossom 
into fragrant flowers upon the desert wastes 
of life, wafting hack to your soul, brave 
woman, rich perfumes of love and joy.

Co on, dear woman, I glory in your 
success, for it means success, for every 
brave woman works for home and love.

Faithfully Yours, 
I I e n r i e t t f . F. RoruxsoN.



m i' lWl\l\IKI\ DOVIv.

C h i l d r e n ' s  D e p a r t m e n t .

OU * 1 'Wi'i-i ,1̂  the Incath ui ,\ morning in qning,
Mx tin' Uxiutilul messages the ilo.ti ohil.h.n hung; 

T>» the uonhlcd in sphit tho\ N,v .vk )iol\ calm,
\n,'. into tin1 heatts th.it siis' hmiss'il 11u-\ pout li.ilm.

fl>'* s.s i'.utnis'iii s't tits-i1 v r 1 1  s; l)ovi will a) 
WAVs s's'llt.: "I something for t|v  s'hihhvtl it,'111 til,"-!'
ill -)'iiit ills- ; .nisi will he s'.iiis-si bj I inis' Spirit 
Matte. ilaughtci ,'l Mi--. "vlilosingct, ill,' commtmi 
' written lluougli ill,- ins',liiim-sliii'"I
M'-. 1. J . M h i l ncy, "I San V i .iiis'iM','.

, , hilil ivinrn In those in 1 lie- form, hut ;is 
s-itnn m\ spirit It'll 11 u- both I knew 1 was 

U n it  transformed i ,> |u-rl\'« l m anhood.

My lather, ritnm.is lltill and my mother,  
were l'\ mv sitli* looking radiant and bright. 
I know tht'iv that m\ sister Jennie was right, 
that lather did com e to hot .

1 havo mot main spirits who aro trying to 
com m unicate with thoir t'rionds. I want 
liim io iti know I watch ovor Minnio while 
sho sloops and will guard hor loot stops whon 
aw akt'.

M y namo is
( !|l ARM's | 11 I i .

S P IR IT  M E S S A G E S .

A lice W hite.

M\ love tit all. Wo think it suoh a privi­
lege to write through this medium. \\ hen
1 cam e to Spirit World 1 had boon sick with 
>ueh a cough, anil when my spirit loti the 
h u m . Oh, 1 did want to lot mv loved ones 
know 1 was not lost to them, but was all 
well.

1 iz/io Miller wants hor mama to know ! 
j she is with papa and Aunt l ’hohe and two 
; grandmas. M \ i i f .
|* - -................
Spirit M essage to Mrs. J .  Schlesinger.

r , i \ o n  i l u » ' i i t i l i  M i  - Moi ton \\ hilp
lSSh. riinwmv.l. Mauli >th,

“ T o  O i k  l h  \K S i s t k k  i \  in i '  l lo n v .  
a n o  C o -w o R K i 'K : T a k e  courage and press
on in the grand work you have begun. M e 

1 tt is. d to s; oak but no one seemed to hear are with you and daily surround you with I
what l said until 1 came to a circle and con 
trolled this medium.

I have a beautiful home here. 1 always  
leved music and here have every opportun­
ity to gratify that love, and have made rapid 
progress, h js only recently that 1 could  
make mV darling husband know l was near 
him and that he could converse with me.

1 was unfamiliar with the teachings of 
Spiritualism, having been taught in child­
hood the faith of mv ancestors, to which 1 
adhered through life.

1 think if people could only understand 
that the change thev call death is only an 
eftort ot Nature to rid the spirit of the old 
form, it would cease to terrify as now. M e 
hud it , mite difficult to gel sufficient control 
ot a medium to answer questions at lirst.

I am anxious, bv this method to speak, 
so that 1 mav give to the world a foretaste 
ot the ji>\ S in store tor those who seek the 
truth.

M hen 1 entered spirit 1 ito 1 lound it all 
clear and beautiful; if there are any dark j 
places 1 have never seen them. J

Mv brother is not with me bill 1 can go 
to him. lie took his own lite which was 
very wrong.

( harlev lhow n wants to write.
William Johnson wants to write to his 

brother Thomas.
I would like to say much more but will 

hove U' wait until some other time.
M y N am e is

At ICK M ill I 1 .

our inlluenee. M e long to see von standing  
where your soul aspires to stand a plane 
on which you can cheer the hearts, and the 
minds of the sorrowing, and those who need 
w ords o f  cheer and guidance. W ork on in 
good faith, and know this, that we will 
sustain you. M Idle climbing up the steep 
way our aim s of love will sustain you, until 
vour feet are firmly fixed upon the su m m it."

“ M VIW'.AKKT Ft 1.1 i:r . "

t his is a privilege l have long desired, to 
let my dear ones konw 1 have found the
truth.

W hile in the body I did not think man

The A ngels Guard Our Storm -Rode 
Bark.

Wlii'ii mi 'HV,in's wave, in midnight hour.
Cruel tempests o ’er oi.r hark itolh tower.
W hile thunders roar amt lightnings crash.
Ami ihreaU'iiing seas arouilil us hash 
Above the storm, a voiee we mark:
W s- know the angels guard our hark.

Angelic forms, with arms outspread.
To guard us from a watery hoi, 
hisltling all dangers from ns Hco,
\ml screen us from the ruthless s,-a :
1 on,I’*r than storm, a voice, now hark.
Tin' angels waleh our struggling hark.

AVlr.u in,' die angels sh'ing there?
Whv have iliev left their home so lair.
(hi the wiki billows now to roam?
1- this tils' plus's' they call their home.
Roving around ‘mid tempest dark?
Ves; they are there to guard our hark.

For when at sea in calm or storm 
Their presence are oil pinions borne.
W niching forever hy our side,
To know that nothing ill betide:
The angrv tempest can hut lark.
'The angel’ s hive protects our hark.

C'i/,'7 . />. />'. .V.

Prose and Poetry at Funerals
They had the poor woman m , 

dollar coffin. The beautiful hunch • t !'J 
roses in the one hand that was c\|H>s«-,'i ?  
not conceal the marks ol toil on her tin 
the calloused places, the distcmle.l j,q'„ 
and the rough skin. 11 or i r« >n-gray i, 
was neatly brushed down on the . 
her wrinkled forehead, and the hl.uk sh 
gow n, lolded so gracefully about hor >,■ 
full o f  luster, new, and evidently expensi,.. 
T h e re  were ten hacks tor Irieiulsoftlv q 
ily, and the hearse was driven In a man 
livery, and eight eovtlv pinnies on tiq■.

“ Mow natural she looked, and what a 
lovelv fu n eral."  said a woman who 
known the family.

“ Mow unnatural she looked, and Mu; 
inhuman thing that funeral was," said .. 
male evnic who accompanied her.

“ W h y ? "
“ lleeause. There was a good worn;;;, 

a hard-working wife and mother who now: 
had a ride in a hack, whose fingers new 
pressed a (lower, and who never wain >iik. 
S h e didn *. have any time and didn’t lew 
rnonev. Now  look at her. Mowers rare 
and sweet in her dead hands, lots of r.u- 
riages following iier hearse, and a costly 
shroud f o r a  body which in life was decnHY 
none too good for a thirty-cent worsted. A 
queer world this, which ignores fashion in 
life and falls a blind votary to it in death.

She lav in her lonelv coffin.
With lier vvithered lingers pi s>.'d 

Over the fair, full roses
Tliev had placed upon li 'i luvasi;

\ml the head, that aclieil no longs.
And lIn' pitiful, haggard lace,

Thev had pillowed with gle.iinin , '.uni.
Ila.l sliadetl wiili costly lace, 

t'iii'ii 1 said -and my heart w.ishe.iw.
Recalling her lite lorlom 

"I v't none lav a rose on my bosom
Min' have pt.inte>I my life with thorn.'

T h e  S e c r e t s  o f  S u c c e s s  in Life

\ l.vVluio In |. Siinitw. M. I*. Now \mk

The desire of material wealth is suiileienth 
laudable, and an honest strife in this direc­
tion has a tendency to bring into action the 
man'iesi parts of human nature, Inn i: 
should be in mind that higliet prises tlur. 
even worldly wealth are to be found in the 
lottery of life. The inestimable privilege of 
being able, in the quiet of declining vears. 
to look back upon a life untarnished l" 
meanness, deceit or dishonorable dealing! 
and, above all, the inward approval of a 
conscience void ot sell-aeeus.uion, are tv 
wards o f  fat higher value than those which 
accrue from material wealth. The intrinsic 
worth ol tho former is not thoir only recom­
mendation: for a faithful allegiance to the 
path of honor rarely fails to draw into it" 

'train a lair share of the good things of this



mencc their perilous journey. The advanc­
ing army of youth requires pioneers to re­
move obstacles, and point out hidden dan­
gers and probable ambuscades. The first 
maxim which should be earnestly inculcated 
. ■ n youth is

Hi Hum .si a n d  Tut i iikci. in P c. xium
W I I H  O l l l l ' . K s  A N D  W 1 I H  V o t ' R s  E l . V  K S .
'niety is so saturated with hypocrisy and 
deceit that we are constantly hearing blatant 
falsehoods ^perpetrated, or witnessing un­
blushing-lies enacted, while no little acute­
ness is required to escape being cheated 
and swindled, i.ibrariesare inundated with 
fiction, while truth is huddled into corners 
ar thrust igiuuuiniously into the streets. 
The world is crowded with Gnathos display­
ing counterfeit badges of honesty; and were 
Diogenes to revisit the earth with his lantern, 
he would speedily return whence he had 
come, more sick at heart than ever. \Ve 
sometimes fancy we can discern the dawn of 
virtue on the social, trading, and political 
horizons of the world; hut the fond delusion 
vanishes, and, as of old, knavery 
and deceit remain staring from the
faces of mankind. When L was
delivering a course of lectures in Boston, U. 
S., one of the audience presented the photo­
graph ofa man for my inspection. “ A 
ijorn thief/' I pronounced; “ when he has 
the chance that man will always steal.”  1 
atterwards found he was in jail, where he 
had often been before, and always for theft. 
To a nhvsiognomist the human face is a

lite. I he pathway ot youth is beset with , Among those Brilliant names of more mod- 
mimerous snares; and it is desirable to place' ; ern times, whose fame will grow brighter 
here and there beacon-lights of guidance for [ with the lapse of time, we may cite Thomas 
the inexperienced travelers about to corn-[ Murks, Bishop of Garlisle, whose allegiance

to truth cost him his life; T'yndal, |ohn 
Knox, Lafayette, Washington, lefferson, 
Wellington, Jackson, and Lincoln. Noth­
ing will more rapidly loosen a man’s hold 
upon prosperity than such behavior on his 

: part as leads to his being accounted unrelia- 
i hie in his dealings. Let, therefore, the 
! foundation of your life-structure he a fear­

less love of truth, honesty and justice, with 
an implacable hatred of deceit, chicanery 
and meanness.

Mow to S ki.Kc r  a Vocation. If you 
would avoid the risk of inaugurating your 
business career by an irreparable blunder, 
seek the counsel of a professional physiog­
nomist, He alone, with absolute scientific 
accuracy, can indicate the particular walk 
in which you can he certain of the greatest 
amount of success and prosperity. The 
structure of.your frame is probably made 
up of inequalities in point of development; 
and a profession should he chosen in which 
the strongest points of your tnent d and 
bodily organization would be most brought 
into play. All men have some of their fac­
ulties but feebly developed, and the fatal 
mistake is often fallen into of adopting a 
profession demanding great exertion from 
those very parts which are deficient in 
strength. The deplorable consequences are 
failures in business, and often shattered con­
stitutions and premature graves.

B e IxDi'STRiot'.s E v e r .—Industry will do 
much to supply the place of the great talent 
which perhaps you do not possess. The 

book; and to he credited with honesty it is | most abjectly miserable are those who are 
absolutely necessary to have the thing itselt. ! doomed to wilful or enforced inactivity. 
It is to he deplored that there are so many I Idleness is a canker worm, eating and 
who make mere pretensions to honesty and j gnawing its way into the vitals; and, if not 
virtue; but to the credit of human nature he : expelled, it will shatter to atoms the most 
it said, there are high-souled people w ho J dearly cherished dreams of your existence, 
would be reduced to beggary, and forfeit j Galen has said that idleness is '■ ■ maximum 
life itself, rather than stoop to dishonesty or j animi n o a t m e n U t m The body that is 
meanness. M. Fortius Cato, the famous I luxuriously fed and kept in idleness is hut a 
Roman statesman, was remarkable in his forcing house of disease, The lounging dog 
administration of justice for the unbending ! becomes mangy; and undoubtedly man 
steadfastness with which he pursued the \ deteriorates in obedience to the same physi- 
path of duty. When his fair lame was as-j cal law. To the Sybarites it was torture to 
persed, he chose his bitterest enemy, T ib e - , look upon any exhibition of industry, and 
rius Sempronius Gracchus, to sit in judg- they even banished from their dominions all

artificers who could not carry on their call­
ings under cover and without noise. Prob­
ably the most inveterate votary of idleness 
of whom we have any authentic record was 
Romanes, the grandson of Romanes 
Laucapenus. He could hardly be pre- 

sum of money to any one who would con- j vailed upon to allow himself to be dressed 
trive to make every room in his house so ; in the morning; and he endured tortures 
transparent that his actions would be patent j during the day least he should not be sui­
te all the world. Such men must have been fered to sleep in his clothes at night, and

thereby avoid the distasteful exercise of get­
ting himself undressed. He passed his 

depidorus could discover in Syria only three | waking time in swinish pleasures, which 
•Hen of unblemished honor and truth. . could be indulged in consistently with his 
The, e were Domninus the philosopher, Ha-j predelictions for sloth. Another notable 
l'im of Antioch, and Marcs of Laodieea. ! specimen of this besotted class was Altadas,

nient upon him; and his magnanimity had its 
reward, when, for very shame’s sake, he was 
declared innocent of the foul charges which 
aimed at his destruction. Grecian history 
affords a fine instance of moral worth in 
\ristides. Julius Drusus offered a large

burning and shining lights amidst the gene­
ral darkness, however; for we find that As-

nr, as Jidian called him, the African Sethos, 
eleventh king of the Assyrians. This in­
dividual voted business foolishness, and 
abandoned himself to sloth and the society 
of courtezans. We have every reason to 
congratulate oumelves on the vast improve­
ment that has taken place in regal and im­
perial morality in more modern times. 
Alfred the Great, Charlemagne, and Peter 
the (beat, were not precisely saints in everv 
respect; but, as active and industrious work­
ers, they were immeasurably elevated above 
those besotted magnates of ancient times. 
King William, of Prussia, also, is an in­
stance in our own day of the better devel­
oped aptitude for work which prevails 
amongst crowned heads. Ind'ustsv is the 
only safeguard against poverty and vice. It 
endows men with usefulness and prosperity, 
while to women it is a crown of happiness 
and virture. Ho not fancy you < an s u c ­
ceed in any worthy enterprise without the 
most untiring industry; and remember that 
the more the time of vigorous exertion is 
extended, and the more the hours of idleness 
are curtailed, the nearer is the desired con­
summation. The broad gulf between in­
dustry and sloth is the chasm which separ­
ates the banker fiom the beggar- -genial 
prosperity from unmitigated wretchedness 
and ruin.

How Best to L'rit.izi; S park  H o e r s . 
There is no infatuation so perilous as that of 
a young man habitually, on being released 
from his work, betaking himself to the pub­
lic house— there to lounge away, worse than 
unprofitably, the time which has been al- 

j lotted to him for rest and improvement. 
The unfortunate youth who acquires habits 
of this kind has need to wrench the hanker­
ing from his bosom without delay, for that 
way leads to destruction. Procure and read 
such books as “ Ledvard’s ’Travels in Afri­
ca,”  “ Humboldt’s Cosmos,”  “  1 .yell’s Ge­
ology,” Owen’s works on Zoology, the works 
of Herbert Spencer, Buskin, Stuart Mill 

| and other standard writers. Time devoted 
to the reading of books of this class is an 
investment at compound interest, secured 
by a bond and mortgage on the soul of the 
investor.

L e t  t h e  C o .x i p a n x  vot K e e p  i d : G o o d . 
— It is an old proverb, and a true one 
“ Like draws to like.” Ducks congregate 
and sport in the water together, and crows 
lift their unmusical voices in concert. Take 
heed, therefore, of the companionship you 
seek to cultivate; for to an absolute certain­
ty, whether innocent or guilty, the quality 
of your companions will rule the opinion 
which is formed of you by the world. Police 
officers are well aware of the tendency ot 
like drawing to like; and a favorite modeot 
finding a criminal is by discovering the kind 
of retreat he is likely to seek. Man gradu­
ally requires much of the characteristics of 
the associations, be they good or bad, with 
which he is brought immediately in contact. 
It is especially incumbent on young men 
who may change the sphere of their labors



com - j theto act with caution in forming new 
panionships. A false step may prove fatal 
to the growth of the good seed which has 
taken root: and it is better to wait patiently 
until time and experience have lent their 
aids for a decision.

H avi. om  A im in lam . It is a truism i 
that he who aims at nothing will generally : 
hit his mark. The objectless saunterer, un­
caring whether he is going, is more apt -to 
tumble into mischief than his friend w ho is 
dec ided as to his intentions before he leaves 
his dwelling. If the captain of a ship tor- 
gets that he is to reach a stated port, and

judicious reader choose his books 
not on account of handsome or re­

spectable experiors, but ol the sterling 
qualities within. When you have once 
formed a friendship, be slow to bring ii to 
a close, and do not be read)' to take 
umbrage or offence at little: peddling rumor 
that reaches your ears. Above all, adhere 
to your friends in the time of their adversity, 
as nothing cuts so deep as heartless d e s e r ­
tion on the first approach of misfortune.

H o w  Dr. D arrin  C u red  
1871.

a G o itre  in

at random is less 
bag a brothe 
it is with the

likelv to kill birds than to 
And so 

man who lounges
sportsman or a dog.

voting

pays no heed to the course, he is likely to ---------
have a souowtul awakening bom the To w h o m  1 r man c on c er n : For years
lethargy when his ship runs upon the rocks. ! prior lo , iSy , l had been troubled with goi- 
V sportsman who tires oft hts fowling piece j l r e  o f  lh(J nerk_ j a ,>plied to Dr. Danin

i (now at 1 13 Stockton street) during his so­
journ, in 1871 ,  for treatment. I asked him

....................  if he could cure me. He replied he could.
through lde displaying htful eftorts of energy, when l went lo him I_ had not the least 
w ithout a detinue aim. o avoid a useless : S|)ark ()f hope or belief 1 would be cured, 
existence, you must carefully select the! After j reccived five magnetic, treatments 
chiet object toi which you aie to stme. . toid nie \ would require no more. But,

j said I to the doctor, I am no better. He 
" 111 I said it might be four or live months before 

j 1 would see a change, and that I would be 
A ppropriate B hakinh t o ; worse, perhaps, before any better, and that 

" J 1 1  it would leave me suddenly. At the end

Follow this up with all your energy, and you
will surelv reach your goal crowned 
honor and success.

Man I ain an 
R ich anp Poor.—There is no individual 
so contemptible as the despicable sycophant 
who habitually cringes and truckles to 
wealth, end turns his back upon honest in­
digence and poverty. Carefully avoid con­
duct of this kind; let your intercourse with 
rich men be untainted with servility, and 
the assumption of offensive patronage. In 
your friendships be discriminating, so as to 
avoid discreditable entanglements. There 
are people who delight in announcing in 
trumpet tones the great love and friendship 
they entertain foa their neighbors; but truly 
the exhibition of their friendly 
feelings adopt a singular chan­
nel for its display. If persons of this class 
have any little bit of scandal, the discussion 
of which is calculated lo afford you the 
deepest pain, they will be sure, under the 
cloak of consolation, to drive the iron into 
your soul.
ent thing. It abounds in true sympathy and 
delicacy of touch, and would suffer infinitely 
more than you would, were a tender part to 
be accidentally probed. Damon and l’vth- j 
ias are typical friends, the one having of­
fered his life for the other. Epaminondas 
fought over the prostrate body of his friend 
Pelopidos until he was covered with wounds, 
and history gives numerous examples of 
friendships, touching in their complete 
abnegation of self. Yet, however admira­
ble a thing is real and sincere friendship, 
young men ought to guard against cultivat­
ing indiscriminate intimacies which are gen- 
orally very differently constituted; and those 
who are the most cautious in acquiring 
friendships realise more happiness when they 
are once formed, and are least likely to ex­
perience a warning of the teeling.
friends ought to be selected as

of four months I got worse, and it seemed 
that I would choke, but I got better, and 
in a week it was all gone, and w ithout tak­
ing any medicine, but simply an applica­
tion of the hand. There has never been 
any return of the goitre. D. I,. Shead, of 
No. 1 5"T5 Webster street, Alameda, is 
knowing to the above facts, and can be re­
ferred to.

Mrs. H. A. Wright, San Diego. Gal.

Mr. R o gers ' H earin g  R esto red .

my ear lias ceased roaring anil tlis< lt>ir 
and I can hear perfectly. Refer to 
Mow i v s Hall, coiner ol ( !rove and |
■ Mn els, Sa 11 1 1 ancisr o.

( 'll VKI ! S kora i:

Mr. D o w n in g ’s Hearing Restored

A Gvki>. f itteeii v ear> ago 1 < omiiiti 
being deaf, and continued to grow n,
: util I was unable to heat anything will,,(l 
ear, and very little with the other. \|!(, 
month s magnetic treatment with I)rs. |) 
rin, at 1 13 Stockton street I can lu-.ir 
well as ever in my life with one ear, and 
low ticking watch with t lie other someth. 
I could not do for years.

I*. M. Downin'!,
623 [essie street, S. |
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T h e  tier,! I'i.m .

< >1 . 1 a ,  M ilc aii'i ■ 

mi easy installmeii,.

! 10a Bruadvvav, Oakland, and 1: -1 • >“ h 

Street, San Francisco.

-KNATOK I'.OON'i: OPINION or I'ARKIX.

T lim 'A IH ) J.to HINSON,

A tto rn e y  at Law.

1003] Broadway. Rooms 5 and 6.

(
To the Public: When six months old J 

was taken with an offensive discharge of the 1 
ear, which caused a partial deafness and 
ringing noises in my ear; always worse when 
taking cold. I had given up all hopes of 

Real friendship is a very differ-1 ever getting relief until hearing of Drs.
Darrin, at \ o .  1 1 3  Stockton street. With 
a course of their wonderful maonktic c m .

A 11 A S .  I . .  T A Y I . O K .

Impor t, i ami I Kakr in
Carpets, Paper Hangings,

Furniture, Upholstery Goods, Etc.
Oakland, Cal.10 15  BROADWAY,

1-'uni it 11 iv \V;nvn ami l p Stairs.
in r* a 1 "l < ai |n l I >v|*.uH1

THE 41 It EAT \TKVT TONIC,—Unsurpassed as a  remedy for tleucral Debility, sieci>- 
lessuess, luillKCSllon, Neuralgia, Rheumatism anti ICroken-tlown1. Constitution.,. 

Sold by a ll Druggists ;tn<l 4)ountry Healers.
REMAKE OF IMITATION'S. TAKE ONLY DR. IIEM.F.VS.


