


The Carrier Dove.
‘ BEH O LD ! I BRING YOU GLAD TIDINGS OF GREAT JO Y .”

V ; iME I I I - Oa k l a n d , C alifornia, November, 1886. N u m b e r  11.

a 'graphical Sketch of R everen d  S am  
uel W atson.

BY HUDSON TUTTLE, 
y- n tht? Religio-Philosophlcal Journal.

L. attention of S p ir itu a lists  w as first

an d  lia s  not lost, excep t in some bigoted 
q u a rte rs , the least prestige by the open 
d e c lara tio n  o f h is belief. Indeed, it 
w ou ld  a p p e a r th a t he g ives expression to 
the v iew s an d  exp erien ces o f a m ajority  

.jwstlv drawn to Mr. W atson  b y  th e  o f  th e  ch u rch  to w hich  lie is endeari 
.■ ideation of the two vo lu m es, “ T h e  j b y  h is  lon g  m in istry .

i struck One”  and “ T h e  C lo ck  j S a m u e l \\ atson w as born in  M ary- 
- .•k Three.”  These vo lum es made a la n d , A u g u st 10 , 1 8 1 3 .  l i e  received a 
■ bund sensation on the c la ss  to w hom  , str ic t  re lig io u s education , and at an early  
v were addressed. To the M eth odist age b ecam e a m em ber o f the M ethodist 

yreh he was well known b y  a lo n g  j E p isc o p a l C h u rch . In clin ed  b y  disposi- 
ievoted to its m in istry. S o w e l l  es- j tion  an d  sense o f d u ty  to the m in istry. 

• bibbed was he with the ch u rch  a t he w as in  18 3 6 , at the age o f tw enty- 
v and his own congregation, th a t  h is  ; th ree , received  into the Tennessee An- 
vn avowal of his be lie f in  S p ir itu a l-  n u a l C onference, an d  appointed to the
.8. aid not at first cause, as w ou ld  h a v e  

: supposed, either h is  d ism issa l or 
-i-ure. He went right on in  h is  teach - 
;• supporting h im self w ith  th e  B ib le , 

v-i carrying his church p a r t ia l ly  fo r
ward with him. The resu lt o f h is  in-

W a y n e  C ircu it. In  18 3 7  he w as re
m oved  to the F r a n k lin  C ircu it in  A la 
b am a. In  18 3 8  he w as stationed in 
C la rk s v ille , T ennessee, and in  1839  in 
M em p h is, w here he w as continued as 

j lon g  as the d isc ip lin e  w ould perm it. In  
dgition of Spiritualism  is  a fine il- 18 4 2  an d  18 4 3  he w as agent o f the 

station of the power o f tru th  o v e r ; the A m e rica n  B ib le  Society  for North 
receptive, unprejudiced m in d . I f  a | M iss iss ip p i an d  W est Tennessee, after 

uri will allow him self to th in k , an d  re - j w h ich  he w as retu rn ed  to M em phis and 
:>:he results of his th in k in g  w ith o u t v ic in ity , w here for th irty-three years  he 
.'Alice, he will be led, even  a g a in st  w as o ffic ia lly  kept b y  the church.

A will, in the path of accu rate  k n o w l-1  H e , from  the beginning, believed in 
He may blunder ; he m a y  a t ! the m in istra tio n  o f angels, whom  he re- 

" go astray into by-lanes an d  d iverg - g a rd s  as id en tica l w ith  spirits. He 
g alleys, but he w ill u ltim a te ly  b u r s t ; found h is  b e lie f supported b y  the B ib le, 
l .gli all restraint, and seek the tru th  the h isto ry  o f the church, and b y her 

■ unerringly as the m agnet points to j sh in in g  ligh ts. W hether he accepted 
'iepole. I the “ m odern  m an ifestation s”  at the tim e

Mr. Watson was a m in ister o f the he first began  the controversy w hich re- 
fettodist Church for th ir ty -s ix  y e a rs , j su ited  in  h is p u b lic  avow al, we are not 

ltv. laborious, and more th an  u s u a lly  in fo rm e d : though it  w ould appear from 
■■‘Speeted and honored. H is  ed u cation  j certa in  p assag es  th a t he not only d is
c'd prejudice inclined h im  in  th a t di- card ed , hut w as h ig h ly  prejudiced 
> a. His distinction h ad  been a e - ! a g a in st  th em . T h at controversy began 
A - A  in the ranks of th at ch u rch , an d  j b y  M r. W atson  w ritin g  an article  for the 
'.'.•renounce its doctrines w as the sacri- M em phis A p p e a l ,  on the often observed 
See of all pecuniary ad van tages an d  the co in cid en ce o f the str ik in g  o f a clock 

he had reared b v  a lifetim e o f and  the death  o f a m em ber o f the fam ilv ,
':o:i. Had the decision been p ressed  

him at first, perhaps the resu lt
in  w h ich  he affirm ed the truthfu lness 
o f the statem ents and his belie f in the

•:A.d have been different. Tire a c tu a l j su p e rn atu ra l origin  o f the occurrences.
’A of the soul is rare ly  tested. We 

4fcinsensibly led forward, step b y  step,
-r'i the victory is achieved before we are 

The D ivinity guides our a im s 
5!'i our purposes to his own gran d er 
/■ '-'■ ’a-. The method by w hich  M r. 

vi was impelled onward to h is pres- 
position, of itself affords a  d eep ly

Sow ing study, and y e t m ore r e m a r k - ! a w ay  a ll  such om ens as ch ild ish  supersti- 
while he is a declared S p ir itu a lis t , i tions, an d  pronounced them h igh ly  dan-

On four severa l occasions, in his own fam 
ily , an  old c lock  had stru ck  one, and 
the om en had  been speedily followed 
b y  a death  in  h is household. H e intro
duced  su ch  an a rt  a y  o f facts, and these 
so w ell au th en ticated , that Doctor Bond 
fe lt con strain ed  to rep ly  in the St. Louis 
C h r i s t i a n  A d v o c a t e , Avherein he swept

gcrous and antagonistic to the best in 
terests o f the church. Severa l a rtic le s  
were exchanged , in each o f w hich  Mr. 
W atson, although triu m p h a n tly  v in d i
cating his position, was driven  step by 
step to the broader admi-.-ion o f the facts: 
o f Sp iritu alism . W e are in clined  to su s
pect that he had, du ring th is in te rv a l, 
studied the phenom ena w hich  l a y  so e x 
actly  in h is path  o f  thought and fu r
nished him w ith in vu ln erab le  w eap on s. 
Y et he did not introduce them  at that 
stage o f the d iscussion, but re p eate d ly  
d isclaim ed the taunt o f his an tago n ist 
th at he inclined in that d rvetion.

A t length  M r. W atson becam e too 
strong for h is opponent. I f  he d id  not 
state its facts, the m oral support th e y  
gave m ade h im  a g iant. I f  D avid  puts 
truth  in  his sling, C oliah  is no m atch  for 
him . The consequence w as, th at h is 
final rep ly  was rejected, and thus o stra
cised) he ardu ously  applied  h im se lf to  
h is  vindications. N ot content w ith  h is  
form er con servative  efforts, he entered 
the forbidden dom ain o f S p iritu a lism , 
and g lad ly  accepted the fact.- he there 
discovered. "T h e  C lock 8 tru ck  O ne,”  a 
h ap p y  title  draw n from his first a ttem p t 
to show the supernatural ch aracter o f the 
occurrence, was the resu lt. It  breathes 
from every page the spirit o f a calm , 
C hristian  thoughtfu lness, w illin g  to e x 
tend the utm ost freedom  o f opinion to 
a ll, and dem anding the sam e. U nless 
repression reaches annih ilation , it can 
not perm an en tly  thw art the v igor o f the 
m ind. M r. W atson w as one o f thou
sands of m inisters, devoted, zealous, and 
loved b y  a  c irc le  o f friends. A s  su ;h 
he would h ave lived  and died. The 
church undertook to check the curren t 
o f his thoughts, and m ade him  a hero. 
Instead  o f the church, he now has the 
whole world for an audience. H e w ould  
have been satisfied w ith  the publication  
o f a m agazine article, but a power w iser 
than he knew m ade his d isap poin tm en t 
subservient to fa r  nobler ach ievem en ts.

The angels o f the B ib le  are m in ister
ing spirits, who “ from  their v e ry  n atu re  
and constitution, are best adapted  to the 
work o f gu ard ian sh ip  an d  m in istra tio n , 
and the work is best adapted  to th e ir 
growth and developm ent.”  Su ch  g u a rd 
ianship is u n availin g  unless the sp irits  
c.m com m unicate w ith those th ey p ro
tect. T h at they can do so, he proves by



I he P*iblu, I I h > ] 11 m * i < -111 h , nml Ili<- In 11H ■ i'H 
.•iinl li'IM ill I I ir cli || rch I I; i \ 111; •
IliiiM loilillcd himself will i mil Imnl y, hr 
brings forward llir lieavv ; 111 i 11«• i y of
modern | > 111' 11 < 1111 (• m 11, I ir 111 in ii •! ii ■ i \c. Mr 
W o U lil iml i11<|«h>i• 1111- 11m ni I'i-h! ii I inn;'
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at lent inn by i'll |>|iiiH'ii mill spiril wi iI i111> 
ill Ills OWII family. I Ir fell I hr presence 
nl spirits nml conversed with Ihrm, yr| 
lie remained in ilotihi of I hr reality of 
Spirit nn lism. Mis rilnrnt innn I | > r<-j 11 
dices slouiI in his way, and an article hr 
I>111> 1 iHIu<<I at Ihal linir fivi'S a doiibllul 
sound. Mr hrlirvrs ill Spirit I'nniinllli 
i h i , hul discards I hr ina 11 i Irsl a I inns.

In is;,;; hr continued his investigation 
of Spirit ualisiu. believing if In hr Ihe 
‘‘prince of humbugs,” hr rudra.vorrd In 
detect, and expose il. Through llir me 
diunishipof ;i colored srrva.nl girl in his 
family, hr was lirsl convinced Ihal. llir 
phenomena could not hr explained by 
;i11v law of plivsicHor mcl-aphysics with 
which hr was nr<|liaintrd.

'These manifestations occurring in his 
house were similar In those which or 
eurred in llir Wesley family lor many 
years. An account of’ them, written hy 
hi m, was published in Memphis.

In 1 H 5 . r) a circle was organized in Mem
phis, composed of twelve persons; live 
physicians, “standing at the head of 
( h e i r  profession,” three “ minislrrs and 
several influential laymen.” “'The head 
of the Episcopal Ohurch in 'Tennessee 
was our leader. 'The medium was a, na
tive horn Memphian, an honest, pious 
young holy, a member of the baptist 
Mhureh.”

We have not space In record the varied 
and astonishing manifestations, physical 
and psychic, that transpired at. this 
circle, which was always opened with 
prayer. In only one instance did I hey 
receive any communications contrary to 
orthodox doctrines. 'This remarkable 
one was that spirits have an opportunity 
for repentance in the future. 'The com
munications received by this circle, when 
the circumstances under which they 
were given are considered, are among 
the most remarkable on record. We 
m u st remember that the members were 
strictly orthodox and conservative, and 
had the whole truth been bluntly fold hy 
the communicating spirit, they would 
have at once discarded if. Although 
that, spirit, signing himself “ Mystery,” 
did not write one word conflicting with 
their preconceived ideas, except in the 
one instance mentioned, he taught them 
the essen tia l principles nl Spiritualism 
as d is tin c tly  as ever was pronounced In 
a  c irc le  o f liberals ! 'The style in which 
lie wrote is terse and elegant, and rc- 
ma,rka.b!o for its directness. We  ̂ regard 
th is circle as am ong the most scientific

ally  formed and ennduelod. the err.en 
liaI conditions for success were insti 
filled, unci lusciously, perhaps, and the 
results corresponded. The circle war 
formed of i n fel i 'cl i f, hoi lest a I id thought 
fill persons; the medium Was equally in 
felligenf and moral I here were m, mer 
cenary motives involved. 'I hey met 
with the sinceresf dei ire fo arrive af 
I ruth. 'They opened with prayer, which 
in their minds produced a, harmony no 
other agency could establish, do them 
the Spirit world was a m ystery, awful in 
its dread sublim ity, and they transferred 
In if ;i portion of I heir religious rever 
once. Mad all circles been Uni:1, happily 
organized and conducted, how much 
Spirit nudism would have gained in dig 
nily and how much less would he heard 
of (die follies and deceptions ol “  Min k ka.”  

When convinced, a.S lie soon became, 
Mr. Wt i.|son was not a, man to conceal 
his light under a bushel, nor fo play I,lie 
hypocrite. Willi a fearlessness that hal
low parallels, lie went into his pulpit ,-uid 
announced his belief. '1 his created a. 
great sensation in the church and com 
m unity. W riters of the several secular 
papers engaged him in controversy upon 
the subject, hy which lie became known 
all over the country as an avowed Spirit 
ua.list. Ilis  opinions were known to the 
bishop and the members ol the Memphis 
Annual ( Ionference generally, who, while 
they differed from him, never let that in
terfere with their persona,I or official re- 
la,I,ions. 'This was shown hy his being 
elected the editor of their (Hiureli organ, 
the Mmi.pli.iH ()krixliun Advocnh;, a,ml hy 
his ( Ion ference eleefing him as a, delegs, to 
to the ( leneral Conference in 1857. 'The 
highest tribunal of the Church elected 
him for four years longer to the editor 
ship of the same paper, which <>fli<• i.-1.1 re- 
la,lion was continued fill 18C>(>. Mining 
his term of service, this paper which had 
sank some ten or twelve thousand dol
lars, and was several thousand more in
debted, hy its increased circulation, paid 
off all its indebtedness and current e x 
penses. While thus serving the church 
lie accepted the Presidency of the ,State 
Fem ale College, near the city . 'This was 
perhaps the most prosperous period of 
that institution ( 1851)-(iO) f,he number of 
its scholars numbering 220.

In 18(55 he was again elected delegate 
fo the ( leneral Conference which met in 
New Orleans in 18(5(5. Me served four 
years as Presiding Elder of Memphis, 
I,lie most im portant disfrief in his con
ference.

In 18(18, fhe bishops at their annual 
meeting, appointed him editor of fhe 
( 'Irrixtiim Ivitt'.r, which was confirmed by 
the (leneral Conference which met in 
Memphis, in 1870. l ie  continued to edit 
this paper until his w ithdraw al from the 
church, in I8|2. 'The sum m er of 187.”

|C spent in Europe with Cm.lo 
I" " ' 11 I'fO'ly. On hih return

ravelh < i.

■ -Il|,.;
ice a, n.'i i i a f i v ; |>nl - 

,,l ...I is)
Memphian's d rip | 0 Europe.” v, |u:(.j', ' 
lead an extensive circulation.

In 1 * 7 4  he published “ T l, , .  p, ,
SI, ue.l: d lure.” which ha; be n win, V' '

(die,”  tramdi-rred , c ‘ : 
i:rii<lti> rinl<i:.<ri,lncni Publishing If
In 1875 he c o m m e n c e d  |.h< piif.licali,,,, ,<■  
tlu: S/m thm l Ma,;,,- ;„r  which. fJurJ,/,, 
I hc. three,  years of its; exi:,lcr,ec, ha:, un,i 
1 ,,;i "  ">H Die expectation:-, of its foutsk , 
F'»r 1 f» -nf, it is. comolidah-d 
fhe 1 ii'ic.r. a) Tin!h

an-1-

a portion of w| 
lie write:: and edits ad\ 
w ays h;is 
serva.l i ve eliar;

wjtii

d o n e , S zoos! mg, a: ),«, ;ip 
piril Mali:m of a. cr,i..

sc.lor, and from a priinitj-<.
’ Mirist.ia.u standpoint. Since ||,<- |;r.| 
xlal.c organization in Tonne:-; ■ . |,<,
been tlio Pro: ident, and al: o of the hxal 
ngaiiiza.liou in Memphi s

In I 8-12, Mr. W agon married MaivA, 
Du pee, with whom he lived happily fur 
nearly a quarter of a century. In I HOT 
he married Mr:-:. Ellen Perkin:-, with 
whom he is now living. In loth of tin -<; 
a I lia.iie.es. he regards himself as Mb < d. 
Me has twelve children in the Spirit- 
world, till of whom passed away in 
childhood. For many years he has held 
what, h( calls a home circle for the pur
pose of conversing with them and hi-' 
first wifi in a. holy family reunion.

Me i, at present lecturing on Spiritual
ism faking ;dill more advanced grounds 
than that occupied hy his publication.-, 
a nd a. brief m il ieism of their eonten!-; 
will form a fitting conclusion to this brief 
sketch.

T h e first part o f “ The Clock Struck 
T h re e ”  is devoted to the reviews and 
then answers' evoked hy the preceding; 
hawing finished which, Mr. Watson de
clares. he i “ done with them. Progres
sion being the universal law of material, 
as w ell a 1 >irit ual subjects, they, hav
ing accomplished their mission, must 
give place to other and more important 
phases of the subject.”  Me feel tins 
dei dural ion m arks a new era in the on
ward march of a religious mind toward 
untrarn moled thought, and a re ma‘ 1 
fully eonseious of Ihal fact hy bis I oaf i 
u tterai s ' he Methodist Church has 
marked him fora heretic because lie .-uf 
purls the belief of Wesley, and persecu
tion lias a wonderful liberalizing ml
once. i.

'The s e c o n d ,  and hy far the most vn 
able portion of this volume, is ‘bvoM 
to : how ins the harmony between< h'l!' 
an itv, Science and Spiritualism. "  11 
we icarn that by Christianity 
“ not mean all that we hear Iron) >r 1
l>il : is s „ U . , ”  n o r ..... g '™ '"  '." if “  g .
eel,ism s of the churches, which dm.-.^ 
among I hem sdves, nor any MM<1,1 . . 
terpretal-ion ol I lie bible, we u'h 11



9P
Between science and 

lism there is no conllict, and 
S ,  meets opposition in a religion 
: is another name for moral science.
1 ■ ' ortioii is a valuable exposition of 
:’f.J .jjijsju. Never were words more 
'll,, than the following:

^ ,ry individual who would under- 
"l tin- truths of the Spirit-world, 

„jr be his or her own medium. God 
write His law upon their under

ling and put it in their affections, 
h\,)>i want to become mediums for in- 

, r conimunication, you must become 
»̂lutely true in every thought , feeling 
jaffection—become absolutely ju st in 
vur relations of life, so that morn- 
noon and night you will be inquir- 

, and thirsting after righteousness.”
■ * “If Sniritualism, in its faith 

J  effects, does not tend to make you 
vr, wiser and purer—holier men and 
.ini—as St. Paul says of the Corinth- 
.. it will •profit you nothing.’ That 
ritualism which will not redeem you 
;i not be suflicient to redeem tlie 

world.”
Mr. Watson would have the cause freed

it.
H would at once have it noble, digni- 

1. and truly spiritual. Then he feels 
iS'isred the churches would accept the 
(limited power it can bestow. It  w ill 
"(eg harmony, and proclaim to all the 
rtainty of future life. “ The vanities, 

-and honors of earth sink into utter 
significance when compared with the 
1 happiness enjoyed by our friends 

do have ‘passed over the river.’ W hat 
world has so much dreaded— the 

( ration of soul and body— is hut a 
lightful repose and a glorious awaken- 

r. io everlasting joy, and tire fruition of 
i we arc capable of enjoying.”
Mr. Watson does not engage in. a po- 

•iiiicdiscussion in liis effort to show the 
veiny between science, Christianity 
•id Spiritualism. .Me takes tlie direct 
i ’hod, producing an overwhelming ar- 

of facts, and showing that these tend 
’ ’li1: only true and rational philosophy 
f future life.
Throughout these volumes we are eon- 

•’vitly reminded that the author has 
‘ a a strict believer in the dogmas c f 

church. He cannot he expected to 
escaped suddenly from the influ- 
of almost half a century’s cduca- 
His view is from that direction, 

;;|i his phraseology is that of the divin- 
;7 student rather than of the scientist. 
j'Mni he conceals startling and new ideas 
;:';l«-ath the old wording, thus commit- 
;il]2 the sin of pouring new wine into old 
I'dtldH. For all this he is most excus- 
, for it is not strange he commits 
Th errors; rather, that lie commits so 
“v' ()f them. Only one in tliousands 

wave enough to take his position,

and patiently hear the sacrifice of nil the 
honors acquired by lifelong labor. His 
m anly course will be productive of great 
good, lor there are tliousands of church 
members who will thoughtfully consider 
a subject which has been sanctioned by 
one whom they have regarded as a. shin
ing light, and they will be led up to the 
heights where be now stands. According 
to bis showing, the extension of Spirit
ualism  among the laity and ministers of 
his church, is almost incredible. The 
most orthodox families have mediums in 
their midst, and hold private circles, at 
which their ministers communicate with 
the angel world. It is true, few have the 
bravery to openly avow their belief, yet 
silently, unconsciously, it permeates tlie 
thoughts of all, and tinges the prayer 
and the sermon.

W hat is most admirable and charming 
in these volumes, is the calm spirit of 
goodness, the depth of fraternal love, the 
catholicity of thought, which pervades 
them. Nothing disturbs the serenity of 
tlie author. His soul, by the presence 
and communication of the departed, is 
entirely uplifted from the pettiness of 
earth, and he feels that he advocates doc
trines too vital to he trifled with and to 
mention in flippant phrase. Only when 
he speaks of the deceptions, impositions 
and errors which cover themselves with 
tlie shining mantle of Spiritualism, does 
he employ the language of denunciation, 
and then he softens his words with char
ity .

They who have been educated in tlie 
school of free thought, will say that Mr. 
Watson has yet to abandon many views 
he now holds as essential. They will 
charge him  with clinging to superstition, 
and bringing religious tenets into the 
fold of liberalism. A ll these charges 
would be in a measure true, and in a 
greater measure false. lie  comes from 
one direction, the free-thinker from an 
exactly  opposite. They sec the subject 
from different points of view. Both can 
learn valuable lessons of each other. 
Some liberalists m ay even learn liberal
ity  of Mr. Watson, and profitably copy 
his perfect toleration.

Mr. Watson is well versed in general 
science, and his arguments are fortified 
by its aid, but lie evidently feels himself 
most at home on biblical ground. For 
thirty-six years he has taught from its 
pages, and known no higher court of ap
peal, and it would he ungenerous to criti
cise because he adheres to a method of 
argument brought into the very constitu
tion of his mind. We may say the Bible 
has no authority except that of truth, 
held in common with all books, yet as
long as millions accept it as infallible, it 
becomes an invaluable ally to an unpop
ular cause. Its texts will be accepted 
when all other evidence will be rejected

with scorn. 'This line of defense never 
had an abler defender than Mr. Watson.

Every weapon in the vast arsenal is at 
his eoinniaiid. lie leaves not a. text idle. 
All 1 hat can he gathered from it is pushed 
to the front, and on this, his favorite 
ground, he is invincible. To the church 
to which he belonged, he is a missionary ; 
and if it is ever led onward to the green 
fields and sweet pastures, it must he 
through the labors of such leaders and 
by such methods. To convince- the un
derstanding, the attention must first be 
gained, and prejudice is too strong to a l
low the truths of Spiritualism  to ap
proach in any other garb than biblical 
texts and expositions. Mr. Watson dis
arms criticism by his. magnanimity. We 
comprehend his position, and instead of 
carping at his method, which would in
dicate a narrow bigotry, we would yield 
him all praise for the height lie has 
gained. A soul so strong cannot rest 
short of the goal. He has paved the 
way for greater endeavors. The arm of 
tlie nurse supports the tottering child 
that it m ay gain strength to support it
self. Those who are led by the Bible to 
the acceptance of tlie ministration of 
angels, will gain strength to go beyond.

The facts and communications are 
among the most important features of 
these volumes. The latter are charac
teristic of the authors from whom they 
purport to emanate, and valuable for the 
ideas they express. Judge Edmunds had 
promised to preface the last volume, but 
lie departed this life before he performed 
his task, and hence Mr. Watson allows 
him to close with a  communication from 
the higher spheres.

These volumes cannot be too highly 
commended to Spiritualists who desire 
works to give to friends in the churches. 
They are invaluable as m issionary 
agents. The character of their author, 
the sincerity, honesty and integrity of 
his style ; the exquisite spirit of goodness 
and fraternity pervading their every 
page, will attract and hold the attention, 
and convince, so far as it is possible for 
hooks to convince, of the truth of the 
sublime doctrines advocated.

The Ju ly  number of the C a r r i e r  D o v e  
has come into our sanctum, and is really 
an interesting one, both in typography 
and illustrations. The latter would do 
credit to any of the old established E ast
ern weeklies, and the pictures of Am v 
Post of Rochester, New York, and John 
Brown, Sr., of San Bernadino, Cal., are 
really excellently good, and they both 
look as if  ready to speak to you. M ay 
success ever attend Mrs. Schlesinger and 
her worthy husband in making such a 
creditable addition to Spiritualistic Jo u r
nalism.—Ex.



2(50 t h e  c a r r i e r  d o v e .
A n n ie  Denton C rld g e .

IiY ALFRED CltllHiK.
Annie Denton was horn at Darlington, England, August 13, 1X25, ami died at 

Riverside, California, on March 2X, 1X75.
As in some degree illustrating the 

operations of the law of heredity it may he proper to state that her father was 
very firm in his views, yet his mind was ever open and receptive, worshiping 
neither men nor creeds. W hen a new 
truth reached him he never kept it un
der a huslud ; on tin' contrary, it aroused in him a degree of interest, and even en
thusiasm, that retained him in the phy
sical form many years after he would 
otherwise have passed over. His active. determined and hopeful mentality 
strengthened instead of exhausting a 
body not naturally robust. Her mother was more grave and less enthusiastic 
than her father, hut firm and reasonable. 
She was also a psychometer, as indicated 
by the following incident: A man came 
into their store one day while she was 
there. After he left, she said to her h is- 
band, <:I don’t like that man ; he is had ;
I feel he is a m urderer; don’t have any
thing to do with h im ; I feel sure he has murdered somebody.” Three weeks 
afterwards, that man was arrested on 
the charge of having murdered two old 
people who had been his best friends; he 
was convicted and hanged. She was an 
excellent judge of character generally, 
but Annie’s father was not. lie  would 
have succeeded in business much better 
had he followed his wife’s impressions as 
regards persons who dealt with them. 
Annie, writing at the age of twenty-eight, 
of her earliest recollections, in “Leaf Out of my Own History,” says of 

HER EARLY YEARS.
“1 have heard my mother say tha t I 

was the Grossest baby she ever saw. 
There was an external cause for this. 
My parents jvere poor. An illness of 
three years confined my father to his 
bed. I can remember at this moment 
getting my little stool and standing on it 
to look at father—so pale and wan, 
with his clear blue eyes; and I th ink I 
hear his ever greeting word, “darling.” 
As I gazed upon him, I did not feel sad, 
hut 1 wondered how it was, and why, 
and it made me qu ie t .  That was the 
first letter in the alphabet of sadness, 
and there memory commences.

“Mother had to sew from  4 a . m . until 
bed-time, and had hut little time to 
spend with us. She could not take us dai
ly into the green fields to ro m p  and play 
as every mother would gladly do. 1 was 
kept in a close room and seldom brought 
into the glorious sunshine. Poverty was 
the great curse, for mother was loving and gentle, young and healthy, with an 
abundance of the mother in her, and

would, I am sure, have attended better 
to our health and happiness had she 
been permitted. I am sure th a t this 
was the great cause of my crossness from the fact tha t when Sunday came 1 
was the happiest of children. Though my parents were Methodists, and 1 suffered, therefore, from their m istaken 
ideas of right and duty, yet, they consid
ered it right to take their children fo ra  
walk on the sacred day. Even now I 
hear my mother say, ‘No m atter w hat 
religionists may say about the Sabbath,I know it would he wrong to keep the 
children in the house. Little dears! 
they arc so happy in the open a ir ; I am 
sure it would he a sin to confine them on 
the only day I can he with them .’ I 
would dance for joy and pluck handful 
after handful of buttercups and daisies 
until my little frock was full. I would 
exclaim to my father and mother, ‘W hy 
don’t you pluck them ?’ I could not un
derstand why they did not feel as I did. 
As we came near town going home they 
would say ‘I t  is Sunday. Annie, and it 
does not look well to carry so m any 
flowers; throw them away except this 
bunch.’ Ah, you dear flow ers! I  see 
them  on the ground and feel as I then 
felt—keen sorrow, my first sorrow ; for 
my darlings were gone; yes, darlings, 
for my love for them  and the glee I felt 
while among them  was seraphic, as I 
drank in all the richness and flavor our 
kind Father has placed in their beautiful 
forms.

“Sunday! And what was it made for? 
Did God, our loving friend, m ake a day 
on which it was wrong for a child to ad 
mire His earth? Shall hum an beings 
shut themselves up in steepled houses 
and crowd little  children into sm all 
rooms, over, it m ay be, a catechism  or 
hymn-book, and call th a t praising God?
I look back on my life, and though not 
so much cursed by the false ideas of re
ligionists as some, it was cursed and em
bittered ; the brightness of m y young 
soul was chilled by the h itter frosts 
around m e ; and for the sake of my 
youth 1 have determined to give a sketch 
of my history.

CHURCII AND SCHOOL.
“ Every Sunday when older we went to 

Sunday school and church from nine, a . 
m . to noon or later. Oh, these long, weary 
hours ! We m ust sit upright and perfectly 
still. How my back and chest used to 
ache! Sometimes, I felt as if life would 
take its flight or there never would he an 
end to the sermon, and visions of hell and 
lie-devils would pass before me as a pan
orama. At other times I would th ink 
only of fun and watch the teacher’s eye 
so as to perpetrate undetected various 
childish tricks. How my soul yearns to 
rescue children subjected to such condi
tions !”

Referring lo becoming pale and sickly 
from attending school, and recovering 
her health and joyousnefg on being al
lowed, as her father requested, to “run 
wild,” she observes: “Getting an educa
tion ! If people wish to prevent their children from learning, if they want to 
m ake them  stupid and simple, if they 
w ant to imprison their little spirits in 
darkness, w hat better way than this 
could they do it?  Look at that little 
fellow six years of age on that hard seat 
with his feet dangling six inches from 
the floor. He m ust not speak or move, 
but keep his eye on his book. Call you 
this education? Yes, education to gloom, 
sadness, misery, and disease. Can we 
wonder th a t we have such shadows of 
hum anity , th a t tru th  moves so slowly, 
and th a t every elevating principle is 
hooted by the crowd? No; I only won
der th a t tru th  can ever find a place in 
their hearts, th a t everything natural in 
them is not blotted out by hereditary de
ficiencies and the withering training to 
which they are subjected. A child can 
he taught a t home until ten years of age 
twenty m inutes a day as much as he 
would learn in school in five or six hours 
a day. And is poring over a book educa
tion? You are squeezing your child’s soul 
into a flower-pot and placing it in a dark 
cellar where the dew, the rain, and the 
glorious sun th a t imparts beauty of form 
and color to the plant can never pene
trate  ; and you wonder that the leaves are 
not green and that the plant sends forth 
no buds, flowers, or seeds. No wonder 
th a t your bright hopes and expectations 
in your children are so bitterly mocked.” 

These views were advocated by her in 
her lectures, and are now widely enter
tained. They were also based on several 
years of experience as a school teacher; 
and one of the most successful teachers, 
and m ost progressive women in San 
Francisco has experimentally proved 
th a t tw enty minutes of judicious private 
tuition, for children under ten years of 
age, is more effective than a whole day at 
ordinary school, where spelling bools 
(which Colonel I’arker, of the celebrated 
Quincy, Mass., schools, says should all 
be collected, placed in a pyramid and 
burned.) are so m any instruments of tor
ture, occupying one-third of the time 
and two-thirds of the vital energies of 
the pupils, with nothing to show for it 
hut stupefaction. She continues: “We 
had fam ily prayers every evening; and 
while father prayed, 1 would repeat ‘forever ;tnd ever ;’ never an end to burn in 
hell forever ! My little brain would 
stretch with the word ‘ever’ until I felt 
dizzy. Then I would take a look at 
heaven—God on a throne, while we say 
prayers to H im  ‘forever and ever!’ Then 
a feeling of despair would creep over me. 
and 1 would wish 1 could die and wake
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no more; for I  felt sure T would tire of 
that.”  .

CONVERSION A N D  R E -C O N V E R S I O N .

At about the age o f fourteen, she was 
“converted” at a Methodist revival, her 
parents belonging to that denomination. 
An instance of her mother’s calm, com
mon sense, which enabled her to do her 
own thinking, even in some matters of 
religion, is that when one o f the members 
called to secure her permission for Annie 
to attend class-meetings, she replied, 
“No, I consider class-meetings schools 
for lies, and think Annie is better out oi 
them.”

After joining the church, Annie was 
frequently satirized regarding her re
ligious views by her free-thinking Uncle 
Jacques. She therefore deemed it her 
duty to “ study up the case,”  with a view 
to silence his arguments. The result 
necessarily was that she soon discovered 
the live lion to be stuffed with straw.

About that time, Joseph Barker 
emerged from orthodox Methodism, car
rying with him large numbers to Liberal 
Christianity, or to that form of it which 
he advocated. Among them were W il
liam and Annie Denton. Their sister 
Lizzie (now of Lower Lake, Cal.,) never 
took any stock in the orthodox theology ; 
though nearly seven years younger than 
Annie, she ridiculed Annie’s connection 
with the church.

William Denton went to London to 
school, and subsequently became a 
teacher. His zeal for the dissemination 
of reformatory views in religion, and his 
detestation of the outrages committed on 
behalf of the “ Established Church” led 
him to speak gratutiously in the open air 
to large and interested audiences, which 
drew on him the o d i u m  t h e o l o g i c u v i  in al
lopathic doses to such an extent that he 
could get no employment in his native 
north; and the family therefore removed 
to Wales, where Annie obtained employ
ment as a teacher, and afterwards to 
Ashford Kent, on the southeastern coast, 
where William secured work in a cleri
cal capacity on a railroad. Here the 
clergy again made the temperature much 
too warm for him, and he finally con
cluded to cross the Atlantic, and brought 
up in Philadelphia, where he was 
less troubled by religious blood-hounds. 
About the year 1849, the remainder of 
the family followed.

Here Annie became acquainted with 
some members of a sect of vegetarian 
Swedcnborgians, of which Reverend Wil
liam Metcalfe was pastor, deriving much 
pleasure and profit from her relations 
with them, and perhaps laying a founda
tion unconsciously for her subsequent 
living faith and active work in modern 
Bpiritualism. She obtained a position as 
private teacher at the country residence 
of a leading banker of Philadelphia, but

in a few years the I lentous all moved to 
Dayton, Ohio. Annie and Lizzie were 
there quite successful as school-teachers, 
as was William at that place and in Cin
cinnati. Orthodox influences, however, 
again stood in the way of his advance
ment, resulting in his being almost forced 
into the lecture field, where lie afterwards 
did such signal service.

When the news of the “ Rochester 
Knockings” reached Southern Ohio, the 
Denton family were among the earliest 
experimenters, William becoming a de
cided believer, and entertaining sanguine 
expectations of a speedy disintegration 
of orthodox organizations, as evidenced 
in one of his poems, where he says : 

“ Build your churches; they are ours!”
At this time, however, Annie was not 

completely satisfied of the truth of Spir
itualism, though deeply interested in its 
investigation. The mistakes and con
tradictions were as puzzling to her then 
as to some beginners now.

[The foregoing has been written from 
data furnished by the sister of Airs. 
Cridge, Airs. Lizzie Denton Baker, of 
Lower Lake, Cal. The remainder is from 
the personal knowledge of the writer.]

M A R R IA G E  AND PU B LIC  WORK.

In the year 1853 I wrote an article 
for the S p i r i t u a l  T e le g r a p h  advocating 
the institution of improved conditions of 
life, (in the line of business and domestic 
co-operation as opposed to competition,) 
as indispensable to supply the basis for 
an extension and improvement of com
munication with the spirit life. John 
Patterson was then engaged near Green
ville, Ohio, in the endeavor to establish 
a co-operative community; and in re
sponse to a request in said article for cor
respondents, he wrote me, remarking in
cidentally that an English vegetarian 
girl of Dayton, Ohio, named Annie Den
ton, who occasionally visited there, was 
much interested in' such reforms. Be
lieving that my own work would be ren
dered much more effective by a congenial 
matrimonial alliance, I at once opened a 
correspondence with her, resulting in our 
marriage in Alassacliusetts in April, 1854.

In the fall of that year she commenced 
lecturing on Woman’s Rights, Educa
tion, etc., in the British provinces, cover
ing the ground from Halifax to Lake 
Huron, being the first woman to take the 
field as a lecturer there, so far as I know. 
The next summer we both brought up in 
Cincinnati, where, during the following 
winter, I was employed as a compositor 
on a Spiritualistic paper conducted by 
Dr. Edward Alead. In 1850, we started 
in Dayton a weekly paper advocating not 
only Spiritualism, but the establishment 
of corresponding material conditions that 
would favor the growth of our spiritual 
and intuitive natures.I

RSYCIIOM K T B Y .
She had learned of Dr. J. R. Buchan

an’s experiments in Psychonietry several 
years previously, and found that she had 
the psychometric power to a considerable 
extent. Soon after settling in Dayton 
she made further experiments in exam 
ining locks of hair and manuscript as a 
means for delineating character, taking 
phrenology as a base, but far surpassing 
it in graphic and explicit description. 
It occurred to Win. Denton to submit to 
her a geological specimen of some ex
tinct animal with a very extended snout, 
she being entirely unaware of what it 
was. She immediately felt a corres
ponding extension, and described not 
only the animal itself, but the surround
ings then existing, according perfectly 
with scientific conclusions as far as they 
went, but entering into further details of 
great interest. She made scores of such 
experiments at that time, never failing, 
so far as known, settling— to W in. Den- 
lon’s satisfaction, at least— some disputed 
points, and enlarging the boundaries of 
the science, greatly to his delight. And 
many of his most attractive illustrations 
in subsequent geological lectures were—  
unknown to the hearers— based on these 
psychometric discoveries.

In the analysis of mental faculties re
sultant from examination of hair and 
hand-writing, she made correspondingly 
important discoveries connected with 
heredity and the results of some phreno
logical organs acting simultaneously with 
others in consequence of being c onnected 
by a line of what is called “ nerve-auric 
fluid,” the differences in these connec
tions causing corresponding divergencies 
of character where the phrenological de
velopments were similar. She seemed 
to see what elements in each character 
examined were inherited from one pa
rent and what from another. Had she 
been enabled to follow out this line of in
vestigation, the boundaries of mental, 
physiological and pathological science 
would have been enlarged to a greater 
extent in a few years than by centuries 
of the ordinary process. Yet she fully 
realized that scientific training and scien
tific processes were essential to realizing 
the full benefit of psychometric research. 
The psychometer may s e e  ; and so an ig
noramus may see strange countries ; but 
ho cannot d e s c r ib e  what he sees ade
quately nor understand its significance, 
unless he has training and intelligence. 
►So with the ignorant psychometric ob
server.

A S T R O -P SYC IIO M  E T R Y .
About the year 18(18 it occurred to me 

that if, by means of the opening of the 
interior vision, or the senses of the spir
itual body, distant scenes could be de
scribed, distant mines visited, and the 
connection between the spirit and the



brain rendered visible, that the in fin iu ly  
more remote heavenly bodies could be 
visited and the modes o f life o f their in
habitant? described. At last, the requis
ite conditions being secured with great 
d ifficulty and delay, she sat in a room in 
W ashington and directed her attention 
to the planet Mars, giving what appear
ed to be a life-like delineation o f its at
mosphere. topography and hum anitary 
condition, including minute details of 
the latter, such as some of their words 
and a description of one of their musical 
i  xstruments. A ll this however, required 
some twenty visits. I took down—a l
most verbatim, though in the dark—her 
remarks as they were made, and still 
preserve the record. Some of her de
scriptions o f this and other planets were 
published by W illiam  Denton in his 
“ Soul of Things." 1 ut much of the most 

.interesting portion is still in manuscript.
When tirst I  pointed out to her the 

planet Venus, she a Imired it very much . 
and expected to find there human beings 
advanced much beyond the people of 
this planet. But to her great disap- 
} ointment, she found there only two 
races of wandering savages, the higher 
of which was not up to the average Amer
ican Indian, while the lower were slaves 
t > the former.

The most rem arkable circumstance 
connected with Venus was that as soon 
as she apparently landed on the planet 
she was perplexed to determine the points 
of the compass. That is. the axis o f the 
pi am t seemed to her to point widely dif
ferent from our axis. It is accord ingly. 
known or believed by astronomers th a t,! 
while the earth’s axis wants but twentv- 
thre-e iegrees of being perpendicular 
the plane o f its orbit, that of Venus is 
a ut seventy degrees. She was not 
aware of the latter fa c t : I  was. but was 
not thinking ai out it when she made the 
observation. The seasons were describ
ed by her accordingly, as they must be, 
that is. t lu t \  l i  ;•;■.< A;?;/-;re?, mm : its 
summers reach nearly to the p o le : its 
winters nearly to the equator. Such 
physical conditions, moreover, are in- j

mpatible with a progressive hum anitv, 
or at least render its first steps extrem elv 
difficult.

But it was on a visit to the seminarv 
of the Misses Bush at Belvidere, N. J*. 
where she was temporarily freed from 
household cares, that her psychometry

:. - most effective. There site repeat
ed ly  visited the planet Jupiter, and saw 
that which surpassed her ideal of a true 
life, though from the immense area of 
the planet, she probably saw but a frac
tion of the people. That fraction, how
ever. lived in unitary dwellings, were 
very beautiful, intensely interested in 
scientific study, especially astronomy
and bore no trace o f care or want.*

DEATH OF 11KK FIRST-BORN----OFKNINU
thk s i ’I h i t c a i . s i t i i i r .

In the midst of these researches and 
o f active work in the publication of oui 
weekly paper, early in September 
our boy, tea years o f age, passed to an
other life. Perhaps he m ight have re
covered had not the means to p ay a 
nurse been out of our reach fit c a n  se
quence o f the unrenum erative character 
of our business enterprise. On this oc
casion she wrote as follows :

“ M y darling is  gone— the great, fend 
hope o f my life. The little prattle ot his 
sweet voice I shall hear n<? more. In 
him was centralized all m y fondest love, 
all m y highest aspirations. It is natural 
for woman to yearn tor offspring. It is 
something dwelling in every woman s 
heart. 1  have prayed and wished for a 
child ever since I  have been a  child m y
se lf: and O il! how m y soul welled up 
into unspeakable jo y  every time I  looked 
upon him : and as lie budded into in tel
ligence and began to lisp  fam iliar words, 
a thrill o f pleasure was felt that can only 
be realized by those who have felt the 
same. And yet he is gone : the light of
m y heart is d ep arted : the world looks 
cheerless: we a ll know something of 
friendship : we have a ll felt the hollow
ness and bitterness of much that is so 
called. But in our loved one there was 
pure unadulterated love. A nd when the 
storm came and the b lasts blew fiercelv 
without. I could still c lasp  ray  bov to 
ray heart and feel that I  had the great
est treasure on earth. *  * *
Spiritual intercourse is a realitv . I 
never was fu lly  satisfied of its truth un
til about s ix  weeks ago. The rappings 
and tappings could not satisfy  m v e x 
treme skepticism . About th at tim e I  
suddenly saw a spirit in  broad dayligh t 
with ray eyes open. Since then I  have 
seen scores that were to me strangers.
who have been recognized V>v m v descrip
tion by their friends. A nd even when 
our loved one was passing aw ay. I not 
only had the comfort of sym pathizing 
friends in the form, but I saw m v mother 
and father (who had passed into the 
spirit world some years since) bending 

mpathetically over his couch, w aiting 
to bear his sweet spirit aw ay. Strange 
as 11 m ay seem* yes, re a lly  doubtful to 
m any— 1 saw his sp irit g rad u ally  w ith
draw from the body. or. as more truth
fu lly  and beautifu lly expressed, ‘born 
into the world.’ W ith P au l I know tin t 
there is a  natural body as there is  a 

spiritual body for I saw the latter born 
aw ay, and I  know that I shall often -

w o r U ” 11 a g a iU  * * * * *  1 s °  10 th e  s p ir i t -
E D U C A T IO N  OF C H I L D R E N .

Of
The efieetive and harmoni 
children was nearest her

"■ '.s training 
heart. She

felt that her most in portant work was* 
advocate the supersedure of the -- - 
painful and unnatursl methods of 
cation, then and now prevalent, bv - -V 
ods akin to Pestalozzian, Kinderg 
and Q uincy,system s, and t< 
her writings how children could be 
effectively reached, and how the p-.v...' 
o f orthodox theology c<«ukl be r  f,o 
bv the teachings o f religious liber - 
Therefore she undertook, when in Cleve
land , the publication of the month]? 
J f  G e m ,  the title of which - .• 
gested to her b y  letters appearing in the 
air. It w a- su •• ssful i lmost at n 
the sub8criation list rapidly running op 

about 2,000. But the price was so low 
— 12b  cents a year— that after the
cation o f the week lv  p ap rT -
not worth while t .: !] Up the printing
office. And just at this 11 LTi *r 11
ery o f petroleum in large d .a Li Id . 1 '  r. v .v:
Titusville, Pa., seemed to indicate an
opening for the ■ v.o.tt . - aj plieatioD |
psychom etry. atid therev y  t:.e to ::-:-
tion of the nee ~~o.rv :o . .to s : r to-.- : to-
lieation ofjuvenille and other books. ...
experim ent. however, iah-va - — v  
we learned afterwards, and too — 
psychom etry was but one factor in the 
c ase n : t only capital an 1 business t b 
ent, but science, experience and technical 
knov. l; ]_e w vo v _sser.ru.. to ; u-o - 
to success. Enough was learned, how
ever, to show that in conjunct* 
these oth i fa - ' sy rh m try
prove at ....... i ful u x ilia ry  Ah n, -
years afterwards, she to.:: people :n
Penm ;ybriuiiii oil ro £10 thf wells
then e x ‘hlusivel v 111 l ■ -v. rJax? that'
ureate-St :abundant* o e oaid be ■j - — -, 1
sinking veils ' the ■ jf!1__" • she W;‘i5

i d as wha1 now 1 .. . - ’7U.. .
“ cran iv* B i : within oh out :1 veiir IT.
that tim*e w ells inl the hills were pour
forth •. [ S11m titivs v i r  in e x t . ss 01 aT-};;-
tluu 1uni ever been known In th(

j. h i iu L I \ i i . WAR.
- ntii i  l i i  th oil r g) nst - 

ern P en n sylvan ia  and northern 0hi< 
til. bv reason t’ tov- auttveatt ot t.--
businoss ho ve was nearly pr 
and then o nt [rifted us I 
ii gt n, v . n t cm —  - - 
the death o f the first. Impover 
we were by the publication ot ou 
paper and the failure of oil expe 

included to keep out of reto 
and “ look out for NumberOra 
we did  not long succeed ffl * 
gram m e, so n 1 e comic g agM® - 
with the Spiritualistic 
clim ate o f Chicago, during *  
there o f nine months, caused “  
of our sc vend child from oo.p:...-

iO'.’

v o .vo. v .  o f which was tb 
but little  understood. 
W ashington, and soon alter 
worked actively for the t a

by-



,.0um, ami would have built it up, but 
that sectism and envy were so powerful 
among Spiritualists that after a short 
time she could not even got fifteen min
utes to talk to the children, who would 
gladly have heard her for hours and were 
disappointed because she did not con
tinue. But some imagined there was 
much honor to be acquired in connection 
with a then rising institution, and there
fore wanted the whole time themselves 
for the routine exercises which lay with
in their reach. The Lyceum went down 
of course, and two attempts subsequently 
made to resuscitate it, after the left for 
California, were failures. Where she 
could have attracted hundreds of chil
dren, routine exercises—the body with
out the spirit, in great part— could not. 
induce even a score to attend. Subse
quently a scientific gentleman, wdiose 
name 1 have forgotten, succeeded in in
teresting about twenty children ; but 
women are their natural instructors.
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS, CALIFORNIA AND 

DEATH.

Blessed as she may be in her spirit 
home, I believe she would cheerfully be
come re-incarnated, were such possible, 
and go through worse trials on earth 
than previously, if  thereby she could be
come the Savior of children from the 
fiendish cruelties to which they are now, 
and have been for centuries, subjected in 
the name of education.

She therefore commenced writing a 
scries of children’s books, but could see 
no definite prospect of meeting the ex
penses of their publication, when she 
heard of the glories of Southern Califor
nia, and the fortunes to he speedily made 
there by the cultivation of the orange 
and other fruits. Arrangements were 
made to start an Eastern colony at River
side, and among the first who went there 
were my wife and her sister, each of 
them with two children. They arrived 
in January, 1871 ; pined over two years 
on the desert waiting for the water, when 
fruit trees were planted. I  remained in 
Washington to furnish money for the ex
periment which to her proved fatal. She 
broke the terrible monotony by lecturing 
and psychometrizing in San Francisco, 
San Jose, Virginia City, etc., but finally 
returned to Riverside in 1873 and pined 
away her life in its uncongenial sur
roundings, taking a cold, which finally 
resulted in her being choked by phlegm.

Four volumes of the scries of chil
dren’s books, in an endeavor to secure 
the publication of which she met hen- 
death, are still in manuscript, carefully 
preserved, though the prospect of their 
being embodied in type is remote, in 
view of the general indifference of Spirit
ualists to the most vital interests of their 
children. “ The children of this world

are wiser in their gcncralimi Hum the 
children of light,” as the orthodox Sun
day schools abundantly prove.

CONCLUSIVE TEST.

With her departure from the form, 
however, her work for humanity has not 
ceased. Perhaps, if we could see as she 
secs, it might he found that it had then 
hut just commenced.

Some weeks after that change, 1 re
ceived a letter from Thomas Brown, a 
resident, of Howden-lc-Wcar, near Darl
ington, England, Darlington being her 
birthplace. Ho had seen my notice of 
her transition in the Banner of I a //lit, and 
wrote to know if it was his relative. I 
informed him as to the particulars, and 
he wrote me a letter under date of Sep
tember 1 1 ,  1873, from which the follow
ing is an extract:

“ 1  will give you a statement of our 
first seance in our upper chamber, when 
Annie first communicated with us, and 
how it was confirmed afterwards, and 
other tests in our house as she has given, 
since, copied from my diary.

“ In the first week of April, 1875, Mr. 
William Lobley, of Crook, and myself 
had a seance in our upper room. We 
had strange movements of the table, 
which appeared to crawl across the 
room. Wo were told that a lady from 
another country was present in spirit. 
We asked the spirit to communicate with 
us and give us her name; and soon in 
answer we got, ‘A. D. C . b u t  could not 
make out who it was. We asked for 
further communication, as we could not 
identify her. Then we were told that 
the spirit had come over the seas, and 
got again : ‘A. 1). C-r-d-g-e.’ But as we 
could not put the letters together to 
sound, as we thought, like a name, my 
friend Lobley requested me to note down 
what Mre had got, feeling sure that some
thing good would follow, and that we 
would get to know more afterwards.

“ Time passed on and we thought no 
more about our strange seance until a 
month later, within three days, when my 
friend Lobley came to our house and 
read to us from an American paper the 
death of Mrs. A. I). Cridgc. This was in 
the beginning of the month of May. it 
struck us at once that that was the spir
it’s name given at our circle a month Be
fore. Then we ran over the letters again, 
and I felt convinced that we had the 
same name given. Up to this time wo 
had had no letters or other tidings of the 
death of Mrs. Cridge.”

William .Lobley, Elizabeth Jacques, i 
and Ann Brown, who were present at the 
sitting referred to, certify in Mr. Brown’s 
letter, to the correctness of the preceding 
statement by him.

In explanation of the circumstances 
constituting the test, it may Bo added

Unit I lie participants did not know Mrs. 
('ridge’s married name. Tliat lliedealB  
took place on or aBoul March 2 /, and 
(Bat Bad a. letter Been written direetly to 
them it could not have reaeBed England 
ut tliat time in less (Ban nineteen days— 
about April 15, wlna-wis tlie sitting is 
said to Ba.ve taken place in tlie Jir- '■ "'iiL  
in April. No letters, liowevcr, were writ
ten to England from Riverside, and tlie 
only correspondence I know of was a B i 
ter By me to Wiliiam Denton in Massu- 
diuHetts and a memorial nctieo of Mrs. 
Cridge sent By me to tlie Banner of Irhjht5 
which latter is proBably the ‘American 
paper’ mentioned By my English cone - 
pondent. No telegrams were sent, solar 
as I know, nor was any person other tBan 
myself likely to spend money for the 
purpose. It is on the whole, practically 
impossiBlc for intelligence of Bor death 
to have reached England during the “ Jiist 
week in April’’ by any other than a super- 
mundame channel.

“ s a v e d  b y  a  v is io n .”

Her next striking manifestation was 
one of many such, answering conclusively 
the question, “ What is the good of Spirit
ualism, even if it be true?” At the time 
of its occurrence my son was “ paddling 
his own canoe,”  under conditions usually 
the most adverse to any form of Spirit, 
ualistie phenomena. His narrative op 
the occurrence, as wii ten By him for 
publication, a few years since, is as fol
lows :

In the summer of 1S77, 1 was in Tuc
son, Arizona, a youth of seventeen in this 
land of deserts, canyons and mountains, 
of rough miners, ranchers, desperadoes 
and gamblers. In the hearts of many 1 
found the fire of justice and of humanity 
Burning, though often but dimly. Thev 
veiled their real persons in roughness 
and rudeness; but often in their peculiar 
way let themselves come out in acts < f  
kindness, bravery or self-sacrifice that 
would make the observer wonder that 
they were accused of having no heart.

One of the best hearted men I ever 
knew was Jack a gambler, a desper
ado and a good Indian figliter. l\ k 1, 
quick and determined, with little to saw 
Blit prompt to do, he was feared Bv eiu- 
mies and loved By friends. Tall, dark 
complexioned, with long Black hair, keen 
grev eyes, drooping mustache, and mus
cular but loose-jointed, lean frame, he 
commanded by his personal prowess, as 
well as dasli and spirit, nearly evorv one 
lie chose. IB- Bad saved my life more 
(Ban once ; and so, wlicn I saw him at 
Tucson several months afterwards. 1 was 
rejoiced to moot my preserver once nu re 
and he was glad to see me. With tlie 
impetuosity of youth. I was ready to fol
low him almost-any w here with the. spirit



that had led some of the boys to call me 
“ Dare Devil Fred.” One after another 
of desperate-looking men would come up, 
salute him as Captain, and L would he 
introduced as Fred C., “one of us.” I 
enquired what this “one of us” meant; 
and was told it meant one of his com
pany, that was going on a “ trading trip” 
to Mexico, and that I was of course go
ing along. I shortly found out, by judi
cious questions, that the company was a 
band of freebooters who were going to 
make a raid on the State of Sonora, in 
Mexico, for stock or anything else. Jack 
informed me they expected to run stock 
of all sorts into Arizona and New Mex
ico, where he would sell the animals to 
contractors and others ; that they would 
not neglect rich churches that would 
come in their way, or a chance to raise a 
revolution in the State, if possible. With 
all the arts of flattery, eloquence and 
persuasion, with allurements of glory, 
riches, adventures and novelty, he en
deavored to win me to his position. He 
offered to make me lieutenant of the ex
pedition, to give me half of all he made, 
to quit all manner of bad actions after 
the expedition returned, to buy a “hull 
church, minister, congregation and all, to 
pray for us.” He offered all sorts of ex
cuses and reasons for robbery. He said 
it was no worse to steal outright than to 
do so underhandedly. He reminded me 
that it was as honorable to steal cattle as 
it was to steal land ; that people consid
ered it all right to take, under cover of 
the law, anything to eat. By a process 
of charming, almost akin to witchery, 
he almost won me over to his side. I 
had enough sense to refuse immediately 
to say yes, asking for time to think about 
it. After more special pleading I left 
him promising to answer him the next 
morning, it then being about nine o’clock 
in the evening.

Returning to the camp-yard weary 
with riding and thinking, I stretched out 
on the rude bunk, and my thoughts be
gan to be more quiet and steady, (soon 
the dark little room grew light with a 
quiet, gray light, and my mother, who 
had passed away over two years before, 
was beside me. Speaking in her calm, 
sweet voice, and looking so peculiarly 
beautiful, she said : “ My boy, follow
me.” Saying so, she glided quickly be
fore me without any seeming effort, and 
1 in the same way silently followed. 
Over a little valley, in which rippled a 
clear stream, we went quietly and swift
ly, she often stopping to smile and beckon 
me on. Over a broad mesa, just as many 
an Arizona mesa looks, we followed a 
mule trail. Everything looked quite nat
ural, and I began to think 1 was dead, 
and that my mother was taking me away 
to her home. The reddish brown moun
tains frowned upon us, and the stunted

bushes and flourishing cacti were on each 
side of the worn, twisting trail over 
which we glided like the wind. Soon 
we came to a deep canyon that ran across 
the mesa and its sides were so deep and 
precipitous that 1 saw we could not 
cross. Here the trail divided, and here 
we stopped. One branch gradually went 
into the canyon that was fearfully dark 
and deep. It had in every depression 
pools of blood, and down almost in the 
shadow of the canyon, beneath a tree, 1 
could now see Jack and his band beck
oning to me and could hear him say 
“one of us.” The other trail ran along 
the edge of the gulch, and went around 
it where it arose from the mountains. It 
stretched far away into one of those long 
valleys, that are so common in that 
country, and I could see the valley grow 
greener and fairer; houses and cities 
could be seen, and I understood that it 
was Massachusetts at the further end. 
Turning to me, my mother said : “ My
boy, which path will you choose? This 
one (pointing to the gulch where Jack 
was still beckoning) with riches, per
haps, but soon with crime, death and dis
honor? or, will you go the longer path, 
where you will not have riches, or ease, 
but where you will have honor and life? 
Go this path,” she continued, “ and you 
will have self-respect; you wall do good 
to many, and be a man such as I wish 
my son to be.” She talked to me for 
some time, and I begged to go with her, 
and not to return to earth life. But she 
said there was work for me to do, and 
that for my own good it was necessary 
for me to remain. Then we glided back 
toward the little valley, and here she 
kissed me and faded away. Awakening, 
the room was dark; but my mind was 
not, and I hunted up Jack, and quietly 
but firmly refused to have anything to 
do with him. The next morning I was 
riding out of Tucson with my horse’s 
head eastward, and had with me a splen
did rifle and a well-filled purse, as a re
membrance of my friend “ Cap’ll Jack.” 

The expedition was a failure, and most 
of the white men who accompanied Cap
tain Jack on his raid were killed by the 
enraged Mexicans who had a large force 
of Americans with them. The Captain 
returned to Tucson almost naked, but 
soon obtained money. He went to rob
bing stages and was outlawed. Eventu
ally a vigilance committee shot him 
down. And thus died a man who might 
have been a light in the world, a bles
sing instead of a curse to humanity. 1 
have found that it is but a step from an 
angel to a devil, and that there is often 
a little of both in one.

Some months after, when in San Anto
nio, Texas, a. rough looking man stepped 
up and said • “ Well, it is lucky you 
didn’t go with us, for we were just about

cleaned out.” I thought so, even if they 
had been successful. Have I not reason 
to be thankful for the vision that turned 
me away and saved me from ruin? An
gels watch over us, and this world is 
near the next.

A l f r e d  D kntox  B ridge .
The prediction of the spirit-mother 

that her son would “do good to many” 
has been already amply fulfilled by the 
position he has occupied in the van of 
the great labor movement as a progres
sive journalist, with every prospect of 
increasing usefulness.

T i i e  Se p t e m b e r  “ C a r r ie r  D ove .” — 
A letter received from Mrs. Schlesinger, 
the editress of the Ca r r ie r  D ove, in
forms us that the September number of 
that large and excellent magazine will 
be issued early in the month, and will 
contain Fite Illustrations and its usual 
quantity of interesting and varied read
ing matter. One of the illustrations 
will be the portrait of that most popular 
of all trance speakers, Mrs. Cora L. V. 
Richmond. A great many who have 
read the lectures and other writings of 
Mrs. It. in the Offering, have asked for 
her photograph, but having only one in 
our cabinet of speakers, it could not be 
spared; now, they can be accommoda
ted. Two of the illustrations, as we are 
informed, will be portraits of the Edi
tress and Editor of the Spiritual Offering. 
We have ordered extra numbers of this 
magazine and will, on receipt of twenty- 
five cents, it regular price, mail a copy 
postage paid to any address. Further, 
to any one who will send us a new an
nual subscriber, we will send a copy of 
the magazine, free. We are confident 
that very many friends for whom we 
have so long written, will avail them
selves of this opportunity to get these 
portraits. Wo do not know how good, 
or true to life they may be, for we have 
not seen them, but if as well executed as 
portraits we have seen in previous num
bers, they will be satisfactory. These 
portraits are ail accompanied by brief 
biographical sketches. Persons sending 
name of new subscribers must ask for 
the Illustrated Magazine in same letter 
and it will be immediately sent.—Spirit- 
wal Offering. --------

T h e  press is the most powerful educa
tor in the world to-day, and while its 
agencies for the advancement of any 
new thought or truth may be silent and 
unassuming, it is none the less effective. 
Thousands to-day who would not wish 
to be known as attending a Spiritual 
meeting or seance are gleaning their first 
idea of truth through the columns of 
the Spiritual papers which they may 
read in the obscurity of their own home. 
—Spiritual Messenger.
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Mrs. Mahala Garner Payne.

BY E. G. ANDERSON.
The subject o f th is sketch was born in 

the city of St. Louis, in Novem ber, 1823. 
She was the daughter o f a B ap tist m in
ister—the Reverend Thom as P. Green— a 
man of fine presence and m uch more than 
ordinary oratorial ab ility . In  after years, 
when she became developed as an in 
spirational speaker, he w as one o f her 
most prominent controls. So perfect an 
instrument was she in h is hands that 
through her he still could hold an audi
ence spellbound, as he had often done 
during his earth life.

At the age of about eighteen she m ar
ried Walter M. E dw ards, w ith  whom she 
lived until his death by cholera in 1850. 
Remaining a widow for three years, in 
the latter part of 18 5 3  she w as m arried 
to 0. B. Payne, then a prom inent p hysi
cian, located at Colum bus, 111., and with 
him she spent the rem ainder o f her earth 
life—about thirty-three years.

The Doctor, w riting to me under date 
of August 23cl, says : “ She took charge
of my family of s ix  children, ranging in 
age from two years up to thirteen. We 
removed to Missouri in 1856  and settled 
in St. Francesville, and here, in Novem 
ber, 1858, we began to have rappings in 
our own fam ily (unsought) and com
menced to investigate Sp iritu alism . She 
was first developed as a rapping and tip
ping medium. Soon, however, she de
veloped clairaudient and cla irvoyan t 
powers. Then came m echanical writing, 
trance, and personation. In  a ll these 
phases when controlled she was uncon
scious. She never travelled  nor sought 
business, and never sat for an y one un
less myself or some m em ber of the fam 
ily was present and advised it. This 
was because she was sensitive in  regard 
to her own good nam e and the cause of 
Spiritualism. Know ing that she was 
unconscious when under control she 
feared that the ignorance or prejudice of 
sitters might render her liab le  to m is
representation i f  she did otherwise. In  
all her life and actions she was so sim ple 
and confiding, and w ithal, so profoundly 
truthful, that scarcely anyone ever for a 
moment doubted her sin cerity  and hon
esty, even though they doubted the au
thenticity of what they received through 
her. Thousands of people have received 
the indubitable proof o f sp irit return, 
and I never knew but one person to 
charge her with pretence, and even he 
freely admitted that a ll that she gave 
him was true, ‘but how she could find it 
out lie had no idea, but of course she 
had some way, for there was no such 
thing as spirits.’ She never charged or 
received a fee during her whole medium- 
istic life, as we made our liv in g  through 
'ey profession.

“ We came to California in 18(H). Spent 
one year in Sacramento and then came 
to Ferndale, .Humboldt county, where, 
as you know, we continued our work in 
every possible way up to the day of her 
death, Christmas Eve, 1885.”

“ You, my friend, are acquainted with 
our fam ily and you know what her repu
tation was in this vicinity, and I  can as
sure you that it was no hotter here, than 
it was hack in Illinois and Missouri, only 
as time and opportunity gave her more 
chance of being beloved by increased 
numbers of people.

“ Of a modest and retiring disposition, 
she shrank from notoriety, yet in spite of 
this, long before her translation, she be
came known to a large circle of friends 
and acquaintances as a profound and 
eloquent inspirational speaker.

“ A ll her aspirations were toward a do
mestic life, and in this field she showed 
the true woman. Though she never had 
a child of her own, she tended with a 
mother’s watchful care m y  children and 
raised them to he honorable men and 
women, and they ever regarded her with 
the most devoted affection.

“ So shrinking and retiring was her na
ture, that when her spirit guides desired 
to use her for public speaking, it became 
necessary in order to bring it about for 
us to use a little strategy. We would go 
to the place of meeting, and I  would tell 
her, to ‘never mind, they won’t care 
about controlling you for /  am going to 
do the lecturing.’ I  would then go to 
talking and she listening, would get into 
a passive condition, and pass easily un
der control, and we would then listen to 
a fine address, and she would be taken 
back to her seat before she regained con
sciousness. In  this way she learned that 

ey would use her anyhow ; and that 
3 lectures they gave through her were 

creditable, and in time she measurably 
overcame her timidity.

“ Though thus timid in reference to her 
public work yet in her domestic and so
cial relations she had as much firmness, 
determination and courage as any woman 
I ever met. She was like a lioness in 
defence of our children or any one she lov- J 
ed, i f  she felt they were being wronged.” 

This ends the notes which the Doctor 
sent to assist me in writing up this little 
sketch for the D o v e . I  have but little 
more to add. I  knew her well for five 
years, m any times being a guest of the 
fam ily for days together, and 1  can 
truthfu lly say that the Doctor’s notes are 
an understatement of her many good 
qualities both of mind and heart.

She was, I  think, the most perfect in
strument in the hands of her guides that 
I  ever saw. In many different phases 
she was sim ply perfection. Though pos
sessing no knowledge of any other tongue 
than English, when controlled I  have

known of her speaking many different 
languages during the course o f a single 
seance. Many readers of the Dove will 
remember her at the San Jose cam p
meeting.

'The Doctor has kept an elaborate jo u r
nal of bis experiences and observations 
of spirit power as manifested through 
her mediumship, and I am pleased to 
learn from him that he is m aking prep
arations to publish it, and 1 would be
speak for it a careful perusal by all. 
Now, to our Dear Sister whose- life was 
devoted to good deeds, we say farewell 
till we meet in that brighter realm, where 
we are sure thy pathway will he bright 
—bright as thou didst strive to make the 
earthly ones wherein thou didst walk.

A Gem for Every Month.
Ja n u a r y .

By licr who in this month was horn 
No gem .save garnets should be worn:
They will insure her constancy,
True friendship and fidelity.

Febru ary.

The February-born wilt find 
Sincerity and peace o f  m ind :
Freedom from passion -and from care,
If  they the amethyst w ill  wear.

March.

Who in this world o f  our- their eyes 
In .March find open shall lie wise;*
In days o f  peril  firm and brave,
And wear a bloodstone to their  grave.

A p ril.

She who from April  dates her year- 
Diamonds shall wear, lest bitter tears 
For vain repentance How: this stone 
Em blem of  innocence is known.

May.
Who first beholds the light o f  day 
In Spring’s sweet flowery month o f  May. 
And wears an emerald all her life,
Shall he a loved and happy wife.

June.
Who comes with Summer to this earth,
And owes to June her day o f  birth,
With ring of  agate on her hand
Can health, wealth, and lo n g l i fe  com m and.

J u l y .

The glowing ruby should adorn 
Those who in warm July are horn:
Then they will be exem pt and free 
From love ’s doubts and anxiety.

A  uyust.

Wear a sardonvx, or for thee 
No conjugal fe l ic ity :
The August-born without this -tone 
’Tis said must live ttnlot ed and lone.

September.

A maiden born when Autumn leaves 
Are rustling in September's preeze.
A sapphire on her brow should b in d—
'Twill cure diseases o f  the mind

October.

October’s child is horn for woe,
And life's vicissitudes must kn ow ;
But lay an opal on her brenst,
And hope will lull those woes to rest.

.Xmember.

Who first comes to this world be low  
With drear Novem ber 's  log and snow, 
Should prize the topaz’ amber h ue— 
Emblems of  friends and lovers true.

December.

If cold December gave you birth, ’
The month o f  snow and ice  and mirth, 
Place on your hand a turquoise blue; 
Success will bless you, w bate ’er you do



Farewell Address of W . J. Colville.

D E L I V E R E D  I X  S A X  F R A N C IS C O , O C T O B E R

1, 1886.
S Y N O P T I C A L  r .E P O R T  B Y  G. H. H A W E S .

It h as become our duty th is morn
ing to deliver a farewell address to 
our friends, and it is w ith  feelings 
akin  to sadness that we realize that for 
some time, at least, we shall not have 
the privilege of standing in this place 
and addressing this congregation, but. as 
we realize that a ll ties that are formed 
in spirit, all ties of true friendship and 
affection, are im m ortal, and as we have 
been considering, during the summer 
months which are now past, m any m eta
p hysical and spiritual questions bearing 
d irectly  upon the communion of mind 
w ith  mind, we feel that tem porary sepa
ration on the external plane is not only 
anyth in g but separation in reality, but 
it is the very m eans whereby we draw 
nearer and nearer to each other in spirit. 
W e might be a lw ays operating on the 
external plane, and become so accus
tomed to commune with each other, and 
receive our teachings outw ardly that we 
should begin to forget the reality  of spir
itual union. W hen we are tem porarily 
separated, and are obliged to rely upon 
sp iritual m eans of communion, we 
strengthen our power to realize spiritual 
truth, and hold intercourse with each 
other in spiritual w ays by the feeling 
th at we are under the necessity of enlarg
ing and exercising our spiritual faculties.

In  a ll our teachings among you during 
the past four months all our endeavors 
have been to call your attention to powers 
within you. and in order to do so. we 
have taken a high and not a low view of 
hum an nature. Some people think we 
h ave  rather exaggerated the possibility 
o f what they are pleased to term “ poor 
h u m an ity .”  Undoubtedly, i f  the truth 
were fu lly  known, we have underrated, 
for we believe there are powers in man 
that cannot be expressed in language— 
that a ll in tellectual endeavors and all 
oratorical efforts to express the nobility 
of hum an nature m ust fa ll very short of 
the reality . And in these days of uni
versal education and enlightenment, in 
this republican and dem ocratic age. 
when m onarchies and aristocracies are 
scarcely tolerated among the free, the 
time is  rap id ly  coming when we must 
not p ay so m uch heed to the external 
forms and uses, but endeavor to arrive at 
that period in our sp iritual experience 
where we sh all know the truth intui
tive ly , and not be so dependent upon 
special external m eans and agencies for 
conveying it.

We have had m any and eomplimen- 
tarv things written and said to us. and 
we must say that during our sojourn 
am ong vou we have been received with

far more cordiality and kindness than 
we had. either right or reason to expect.

W hen we came to California at the 
commencement of Ju n e, at the invitation 
of the Board of Directors of the C am p
meeting at O akland, we believed there 
was a work for us to do. but o f its m ag
nitude we were not prepared to speak, 
but as the days and weeks and months 
went by, we found new duties contin
u ally  devolving upon us. and new and 
ever increasing interest m anifested in 
our work, and wherever we m ay be. and 
before whatever audiences we m ay be 
called to speak, we shall a lw ays count it 
a great pleasure and privilege to be able 
to say, w ith all honestv and sincerity, 
and without flattery, that the people <■: 
California have not o n ly  shown u s the 
greatest kindness and treated us with 
munificent generosity from first to last, 
but have shown their readiness, and 
their eager desire to accept progressive 
ideas, and what are termed, by m any, 
new truths, no m atter through whom 
they m ay have been delivered.

We m aintain there are certain out
ward indications in this fair and beauti
ful land of alm ost perpetual summer, 
where nature is tru ly  enchanting in her 
loveliness, of peculiar facilities for per
sons developing the higher and broader 
side of their nature. Shut in. as it were, 
by yourselves, bordered on the one hand 
by the R ocky  m ountains, and on th e ' 
other by the broad blue Pacific  waters, 
you are liv in g  in a country o f your own : 
and while your isolation would be an y
thing but an advantage, i f  you did not 
enjoy a free intercourse with the other 
States of Am erica, and with a ll parts of 
the world, yet you seem to enjoy a pecul
iar independence and freedom, which is 
not to be felt in the Old W orld, nor in 
the E astern  States. The very  air o f C al
ifornia is redolent with freed om : here 
the spirit of liberty seems to fly  abroad 
unrestrained and unfettered. W hile, of 
of course, there is a conservative element 
here, that conservative element is neces
sary as a cheek upon what otherwise 
might be too rapid progress. There can 
not be too rapid progress, if  we progress 
in knowledge, in the understanding and 
love of truth, and the practice o f it : but 
what a great m any people call progress 
is ieonoclasm rather than anyth ing else, 
and the general tendency of the sturdv 
pioneers and their descendants is to 
break aw ay from all restraints, for a 
while, in a reactionary wave of feeling, 
and regard all ancient customs and in
stitutions as unworthy of preservation. 
There is a great deal of the iconoclastic 
spirit here, and there must be for a long 
time to come, and that very  spirit of 
ieonoclasm, while it m ay be termed a 
destructive and not a constructive agent, 

i originates in m an's hatred o f all sham s
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and a ll artifices, and^ 
cerity and justice  which is en 
deep in  the heart o f every humai

The bird, the very moment it 
becomes an iconoclast. : »r it hr 
ghell before i: comes int the 
The germ s of lite dm -'t -a in t: 
o f flowers a re io  >n tela sb  , md th 
break their shells before there 
growth in the floral kingc 
der b lade o f grass breaks awav H 
around it. or it could not lift its 
the sunshine and give pr ...> 
fruition.

There i- such a thing as irrevei 
reverent ieonoclasm . the wis- 
soning, an d  an unwise and 
ieonoclasm . and we trv 
a lw ays shall, join  most h 
reverent, the wise, and  the reasonable.

Now, what is  our attitu . t > the 
sh ells? I f  a bird were endowed with 
the powers of speech would it not be 
very s illy  for it to turn around to the 
shell from w hich it has just emerge!

: say , “ Oh that h rrid 1 shell 
W h at a  nuisance it i s !  "" hat a curse. 
How glad I  am to • ire: f r - t h a t ;  1 
am  far too advanced to live in a - my n ative  element is tr.e tree y-'-'- 
I can drink in the sunshine, .
wings can be tipped w :::. the Ur.w
heaven." . .
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foul
be error;
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,,.u|,h, wo aro obliged to oppose error, 
‘ylien we oppose w h at we b e lie v e  to 

we do not m ake an  a t ta c k  upon  
for we do not accu se  in d i 

of unw arrantable m o tives. W e 
'''ipveia attacking e v il as e v il a n d  pro- 
.piiniing good as good, n ever b o ld in g  up  
' v person or anv set o f p erso n s for r id i- 

jt>i and never in d u lg in g  e ith e r in per- 
\iiul or any wholesale re crim in atio n .
" \\’e have endeavored to g ive  yo u  c le a r ly  
ilHl positively our own id eas  on m eta- 

c.s, and have p ut fo rw ard  w h a t  we
Lj to be a consistent p h ilo so p h y  of th e  
1 ...........................  1 J1 ‘ T h a t  a ll

?r comes irom the e tern a l so u rce  o f
-abject, which is s im p ly  th is  :
mOVO
•ill being; that a ll life , a l l  s tren g th , a ll 
vnorgy, is an in flu x  from  th e  E te rn a l,  
pur idea of God is not r ig id ly  a n th ro p o 
morphic ; we do not find it  n e c e ssa ry  to 
,p;>ak of personality as con n ected  w ith  
pod,if we use p erson ality  in  th e  e x te rn a l 
-case in which it is g e n e ra lly  e m p lo y ed  
on earth ; but we w ould ra th e r  s a y  th a t  
while all comparisons an d  s im ilitu d e s  u t 
terly fail to depict the id ea  o f an  in fin ite  
being, that the ever p resen t life  o f th e  
universe is the d iv in #  sp ir it , a n d  th a t  
God is everywhere. W e a c k n o w le d g e  the 
divine as omnipresent a n d  o m n isc ie n t, 
therefore we are a ll e q u a lly  n e a r  to G o d  ; 
God is in us and we are a l l  in  G o d . A  
gentleman once said to a  l it t le  g ir l,  “ I  
will give you an orange i f  y o u  w il l  te ll  
me where God is .”  T h e  c h ild  sh ow ed  
more sagacity than the sire  w h e n  she a n 
swered, “ I will give yo u  tw o  i f  y o u  w ill  
tell me where is not.”  I f  we c a n  fin d  
any place in the u n iverse  w h ere  G o d  is  
not. then we m ay p repare  to m eet H im  
in the place where H e is.

If we realize everyth in g  is  fro m  G od 
and that the power o f G od in  o u r ow n  in  
tuitions is an om nipresent an d  e v e r  l i v 
ing power, do we not p e r fe c t ly  agre e  w ith  
those metaphysicians w ho s a y  th a t  th e ir  
power comes from G od? W e th o ro u g h ly  
believe it and we en d eavor to c o n s is t
ently teach it

How is it that we can a lso  agree  w ith  
those who believe th at th e y  a re  a ss is te d  
by their spirit friends in  g iv in g  tre a t  
Dents to the sick w hen th e y  a rc  o p erat- 
j11? metaphysically? B e c a u se  th e re  is  a 
la'v of spiritual a f f in ity ; th ere  is  a  la w  
"'pressed in the w ords “ L ik e  a ttr a c ts  

because there is a co n tag io n  o f in - 
ûences, and by our d esires  we a t t r a c t  

10ourselves those beings who sy m p a th iz e  
"1(h our intentions.
; How then do we regard  th e  s ta te m e n t 

( ud no one can heal w ith o u t a  b e lie f  in 
M,(l) with the fact th a t th ere  a re  m a n y  
bople who have done good to th e ir  fe llow  
y'ugs who are A gn o stics or eve n  M a- 
.j'blists? To Ite h a rm o n io u s ly  re la te d  
. ( does not n ecessarily  m ean  to h a v e  
.j Ofroct faith, a  good creed , a n d  to be 

stand up in an a s s e m b ly  a n d  s a y

H  believe  in  God, the Fath er A lm ighty, 
m a k e r o f heaven and earth ,”  for there 
are  a  large  num ber of people who do be
lieve  in the existence o f God and have 
never doubted, yet they never seem to 
h a v e  a n y  d ivin e power to use. There 
are  m a n y  people whose profession of 
faith  is  s im p ly  beautifu l, but in spite of 
a ll  th is  b eau tifu l creed there is a barren
ness and  heartlessn ess in the language 
b ecau se  the creed is a ll up in the head, 
a l l  a  m atte r o f belief, and therefore has 
no m ore sp iritu a l power than your ac
kn ow ledgem en t o f the axiom atic truths 
o f th e  m u ltip licatio n  table. There m ay 
he an  in te llectu al developm ent which 
m a y  a rr iv e  at certain  resu lts and discov
er se lf-ev id en t propositions, but when it 
en d s there  it ends w ith  a knowledge of 
tru th , b u t with no p ractica l love or appli
catio n  o f truth .

A re  there not m an y people whose edu
ca tio n a l ad van tages h ave been very  poor, 
o th ers w ho h ave  been the victim s of a 
fa lse  ed u cation , m an y  who have been 
d isgu sted  w ith  h yp o crisy , and because 
th e y  do not see an y  positive fru it up
on the tree o f religious profession, have 
d r ifte d  into w h at m ay  he term ed skepti
c ism  an d  agn o stic ism ? B u t have a ll
those people lost their love for hum anity 
in  th e ir  d isg u st for m ere form  and pre
te n se ?  H a v e  th ey  lost their am bition to 
le a v e  the w orld  better than they found 
i t ?  No, a th ou san d  tim es n o ! There 
a re  m a n y  who h ave been driven  into 
d o u b t b ecau se  o f their p ecu lia rly  tender 
con scien ces an d  their great hatred of 
e v e ry th in g  lik e  h yp o crisy  ; th ey are w ait
in g  for the lig h t and  do not turn  aw ay 
fro m  a n y th in g  th a t appears to them  as 
tru th . Som e o f these we h ave  m et here 
in  th is  v e ry  c ity  and in  our audience, and 
th e y  h a v e  exp ressed  them selves anxious 
to w o rk  for h u m an ity , but they said  they 
cou ld  not b elieve  in  God, in im m ortality , 
in  a n y th in g  sp iritu a lly , blit w ished they 
co u ld  do so. W e cannot sa y  to such 
p erson s yo u  can  do no good u ntil you be
lie ve  in  God, in  im m o rta lity , in  sp iritu al 
pow er, b u t we can  sa y  to them , “ A s you 
b e lie ve  in  G od in  yo u r heart and not in 
yo u  in te lle c t, as yo u r b e lie f in  God is 
now deep  down in  yo u r heart but it lias 
not y e t  got up into yo u r reason, you be
lie v e  in  G od an d  don ’ t know i t ;  you be
lieve in  G od and th in k  you  do not. You 
b e lie ve  in  good an d  you  desire to do 
good, bu t i f  you  are now restless and un
settled , i f  yo u  h ave  no fixed  convictions 
a n d  are  tossed  h ith er and  th ither upon 
w ave s  o f sp ecu lation  and doubt, we know 
o f no other w a y  o f b rin gin g you into the 
the fo ld  o f sp ir itu a l tru th  than  by urg
in g  yo u  to obey those d ivine im pulses 
w h ich  arc  now prom pting you to do good 
to y o u r fellow  creatures. T h is clears 
a w a y  the m ists, causes the clouds to van 
ish  an d  the eclipse to end. There are

people here who have told us th a t th ey  
began their instructions as alm ost a th e
ists, and are now firm believers in eter
nal goodness and in the soul’ s im m o rta l
ity. They did not come to th at know l
edge through anyth ing we sa id , hut 
through something they did. II a n y 
thing we said had any part w hatever to 
play in bringing about that blessed re
sult, what we said must have helped 
them to do som ething noble. W hile 
there are people hungering for sp iritu al 
consolation, and you in your present 
frame of mind m ay not he able to give 
them that higher sp iritual consolation 
they ask, you need not give them a 
stone ; you can at least give them genuine 
human sym pathy. When you are poor 
and weak and suffering, the evidence 
that somebody on earth cares enough 
about you to visit you or bring a bouquet 
of flowers or a basket o f fru it, w ill save 
m any a person from suicide. Those, who 
are engaged in these kind acts, i f  th ey 
pass from earth w ithout an y  conception 
of a hereafter, when they w ake up in the 
im m ortal world will then discover that 
the God whom they did not know , knew  
them, and that they were G od ’s in stru 
ments even without know ing God e x  
isted.

We are dependent upon God for e v e ry 
thing. Is  not the blind m an dependent 
upon the ligh t he cannot see? T here  
are men who have never looked upon the 
sun ; but the sun has looked upon them , 
and its refulgent beam s have passed 
through the fields o f space, and their 
health  has been due to the su n ligh t th ey 
could not sec.

God is to he found in  your in m ost 
sp ir it ; b y  your love of righ t and love o f 
your neighbor; and thus w hat a w ide, 
large field opens to a ll w orkers o f h u 
m a n ity ; how large the num ber o f those 
who can go out into the w orld and  do 
p ractical w o r k ; and an in telligen t un
derstanding of divine truth  grow s out o f 
all these p ractical endeavors.

Now w ith regard  to our relation  w ith 
one another and to our sp iritu al frien d s : 
I f  you do not know an yth in g  about im -

re la -m ortality, or an yth in g  about your 
tion in m ind w ith those gone before, or 
your relation w ith one another in  life , 
when you put yo u rse lf in a certain  m en 
tal or sp iritual attitude you  form  a con
nection w ith others who are ru n n in g  in 
the sam e channel, and when you set to 
work with a ll honesty and p u rity  o f mo 
live  to help and bless another, then the 
clouds of happy and h o ly  in fluences 
that aro around you co-operate w ith  you, 
and this divine co-operation, th is union 
of all in one grand work is the v e ry  h ig h 
est teaching o f a genuine sp iritu al p h il
osophy. A nd that is w h y we v e ry  m u ch  
object to an association that has a pre
am ble, declaration of prin cip les, and  an



arb itrary  creed, because it m ust either 
keep a great m any honest people out, or 
else let a great m any dissem blers in. 
W e have neither the right nor wish to get 
a com pany of people together who believe 
e xa c tly  as we believe, with the under
standing that there is a scarecrow stand
ing at the door in the shape of a creed 
that w ill keep everybody out who differs 
from us in opinion. I f  asked for a con
fession of faith  we give i t ; we have no 
objection to people sayin g what they 
believe. There is nothing objection
able in  the Apostles’ creed and in 
the Nicene Creed. Y ou  s a y : “ I  be
lieve.”  There is the first person singu
lar ; there is no possible objection to 
that. We do not want to say those 
creeds ourselves, but we are perfectly 
w illing  to hear you say them. B u t when 
it comes to the A thanasian creed— “ W ho
soever w ill be saved, before all things 
it is necessary that he hold the Catholic 
faith, which faith  except everyone do 
keep holy and inviolate without doubt, 
he sh all perish e v e r l a s t i n g l y i f  there 
was a personal Satan  and he wrote a 
creed, that is the w ay he would begin it. 
The first two creeds say, I  believe so and 
so, but the latter undertakes to say that 
whosoever w ill be saved must believe as I  
do. Neither the Nicene nor the Apos
tles ’ Creed would have lighted the fires 
o f the Inquisition nor caused the perse
cution of heretics ; but that A thanasian 
creed, i f  it were a liv in g hum an being, 
could stand by the stake and put on 
fresh fuel and watch a hum an being 
burn to death for daring to disagree with 
it, and would say, “ Serves him  r ig h t ; 
and that is not a l l ; he w ill have to burn 
forever in the world to come.”  This 
spirit should never be allowed to come 
into an y society, not even in a modified 
form.

I f  ever we come back to this city  to 
speak regu larly  and conduct services in 
in  a purely liberal society, we vrant an 
association of Truth  Seekers and who are 
not ready to pledge them selves to all 
th ink alike. W e want no other creed 
than this : T h at we believe the only true 
object o f organization in the present con
dition of the world’s thought is for the 
purpose of m utual edification by in telli
gent seeking after t r u th ; coming to
gether to try  and find it. W hat we want 
is not a society of Sp iritualists, but a so
ciety  o f people who wish to become spir
itu a l ; a society who wish to spiritualize 
them selves and the world, and to become 
sp iritu a lly  m in d ed ; a society who agree 
to differ, but in their differences agree to 
search  for truth  and to speak the highest 
they know and to live it to the best of 
their ab ility .

Do you th ink i f  the beautiful angels in 
their m inistrations should come to San 
Fran cisco  to-night they would inquire

“ Where do the Sp iritu alists m eet? We 
are going to inspire people who have; or
ganized in the name of Sp iritu alism  ; 
those who have not we shall pass by ; 
if  they had joined the Sp iritu alists ’ so
ciety they could have the benefit o f our 
inspiration, but as they are not Sp iritu a
lists we w ill have nothing to do with 
them till they arc.”  Instead o f that 
there is no good spirit who inquires or 
cares to know anything more than this : 
“ Do you want to do good?”  and i f  you do 
every good spirit says “ I  w ill help you ; 
I  do not care whether I  get the credit for 
it or n o t; I am  not vainglorious and 
anxious to be noticed. I f  people do not 
know that I  am by their side I  can help 
them ju st  as w e ll ; but i f  in their hours 
of doubt and gloom it would be any con
solation or help to them, or i f  in seasons 
of work it would be an y encouragem ent 
and inspiration for them to know that I  
am  by them, then I  w ill reveal m yse lf to 
them for their good and happiness, but 
not because I  care to be noticed.”

There is one more point we m ust em 
phasize : D uring our absence there is
not the slightest reason w hy you should 
not continue to receive the best and high
est truths adapted to your needs ; do not 
im agine that any one person needs to be 
on the platform  in order to enlighten an 
audience ; this is a very  grave error. W e 
look over this assem bly th is m orning 
and we say to you that you have no idea 
how m any good speakers there are here 
— those who have power to speak elo
quently, in structively, d ivinely. W ill 
they not come forward and do it?  Do 
not depend entirely upon the inspiration 
which flows through others, but let the 
spirit move you to speak. In  a meeting 
composed of kind, wise, and intelligent 
people who have come together to form 
them selves into a little group of in quir
ers after truth, there would be lectures 
more than worthy of publication, there 
would be m eans of resolving m any 
doubts, ending m any difficulties, and 
paving the w ay for a greater work than 
the one in which we are now engaged.

We m ust say  that here in California—  
without any flattery or com plim ent— we 
have found unusual talent am ong wo
men as well as men. One of the great 
features of our gatherings has been the 
intelligent persons of both sexes and of 
a ll ages. We have had noble and p h il
anthropic workers in Christian and Je w 
ish churches sitting side by side with 
Sp iritualists and M aterialists. Those 
M etaphysicians who have denied spirit 
communication altogether have shaken 
hands and showed the utmost kindness 
to a lady who is a professional medium.

Now that is ju st  where we want to g e t ; 
on to that plane where we can be tru ly  
united in spirit. W hile a ll these peo
ple did not agree with every word they

heard from the platform ; they came to
gether in such a spirit of friendship and 
true union that they have been blessed, 
have blessed each other, and have blessed 
us more rich ly  than we can possibly ex
press. We have sometimes had twenty 
physicians in our audience, and they 
have treated us with the greatest consid
eration and cordiality, and from mem
bers of the m edical profession we have 
received fu lly  as m uch i f  not more genu
ine kindness and sym pathy than from 
the representatives of any other profes
sion. We have no hesitation in saying 
that every doctor who goes forth to help 
and to heal with the love of humanity in 
bis heart is as good a metaphysician as 
you can find.

It  has been, indeed, a very great pleas
ure to us to find (even more than in the 
E ast, though in the E ast it is so to some 
extent) th at people can come together in 
this enlightened age and study spiritual 
truths without thinking of their preju
dices or their differences.

-T h is is the true spirit of union, a 
union in  the sp irit without trying to 
unite in  the lotto*. W hy we have dwelt 
upon th is in our closing address is be
cause we look forward to a time in the 
future when we sh all be able in this city 
to work w ith you and you with us un- 
denom ination a lly  and in a purely unsec
tarian  spirit, as we trust we have worked 
hitherto. W e do feel, with all humble
ness and m odesty that we can get along 
better without sect than with it.

Spurgeon has m apped the first fifty 
thousand years of his immortality. He 
w ill sit gazing on the nail-wounds of 
Christ. H e would become a “ perfect 
gazer,”  and sink into unconscious autom
atism  before he had accomplished a 
tithe of his gazing. The ancient Hindu 
lived  “ till he saw a child on the knee of 
Ins ch ild ,”  and then betook himself to 
the woods, where he sat in the shade of 
a tree, g iv in g  ten years to the contempla
tion of B rah m a ’s feet, another ten to his 
legs, another to h i s ' abdomen, but the 
saint u su ally  sank into a cataleptic idiot 
before h is contem plation got up to 
B rah m a’s head. Mr. Spurgeon’s after
life would be sim ply no life at all.— llr.
D .  G u n n i n g , i n  t h e  I n d e x .

The Carrier Dove for September bears 
to its readers its usual “ glad tidings of 
great jo y .”  Fu ll-page portraits of Mrs. 
Cora L. \ . R ichm ond, o f Chicago; Mrs. 
Sarah  Seal, of O akland, C a l . ; Colonel 1). 
M. and Mrs. Nettie Pease Fox, accom
pany this number. The Carrier Dove is 
ab ly  edited by Mrs. J .  Scblesinger, and 
published at Oakland, Cal. Terms, $2.50 
per y e a r ; single copies, 25 cents,— The  
l  'e a e t  l e a l  ! V/ i/ s ie ia  a .
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S p ir it  P h o to g ra p h s .

Dear Mr s . S ch lestn g er  : I  w ill e x 
plain to you the sp irit faces as th ey ap 
peared on m y photograph at the g a llery  
of Mr. George Ross, Peta lu m a, Novem ber 
24, 18S4. Mr. Ross w as not in  the gal- 
pry, nor any one but m y se lf and Mrs. L. 
Carter, the spirit artist, then o f O akland, 

• who was visiting P eta lu m a at the time 
the picture was taken. W hen I  seated 
myself for the picture I  m en tally  re
quested all m y friends to come to me 
that could get around me. Y o u  see m y 
request was granted. The faces o f m y 
loved ones are fu lly  recognized, but the 
faces on my knees and at m y feet I  do 
not recognize; still th ey m ay  belong to 
the Hatch fam ily  in olden tim e. The 
Indian is one of m y band, nam e un
known. I saw the negative when it 
came from the d ark  room. T he faces 
were plainly seen, and there was no w ay 
to deceive, as no pictures of these spirits 
were in existence. Now, i f  our loved 
ones are not with us, how can they'- be 
taken? I  recognize the face at the left 
as that of m y mother, B e tsy  P . H atch  ; 
the face of the young m an over m y head 
is that of m y son, Chester P . H atch . A t 
my left, and nearest me, is m y first wife, 
Mary A. Hatch. The face beneath m y 
wife I recognize as th at o f m y grand
father, Samuel ITatch. T ru ly  yours, 

C h e s t e r  P . H a tc h .
Petaluma, Cal.

Address to Truth.

AN A C R O ST IC — C A R R I E R  D O V E .

Truth, enduring as though from the solid rock 
thou wert hewn;

Heaven’s ordained tomb of earth's priceless, 
gems, by martyrs given;

Embalmed in thee, tlieir work is wrought silent
ly as by leaven.

Carried thus from age to age, truth unfolds, de
velops, saves;

And though from the selfishness of man, angry 
waves may rise,

Restless o’er the world sweeping, though crush
ed it never dies ;

Raised with strength added to, with power al
ways increased,

Is the gem principle when from its rest with 
truth released.

Earnestly, then, may each thought on thy fair 
pages be given,

Revealing light from our kindred, the bright 
angels of heaven.

divine is thy lovely mission, thou D o v e ! e m 

blem of peace;
Oli! bring hope to the despairing, joy to the sor

rowing,
Veneration only for the pure, true, and the 

loving;
Eternal thy reward then, after earth’s labors 

release.

Haunted Houses.

T H E  SANDFORD GHOST.
From  the Wildfire Club, By Emma JIardingc Britten.

Tn Europe, the existence of a house 
which bears an “ evil report”  (as the 
phrase goes) is of such common occur
rence, that a large town or suburb with
out such an appendage is the exception, 
not the rule. \Vo need not, of course, at
tempt to analyze the claims of such man
sions to their horrific reputation, hut 
m aking due allowance for the tendency of 
hum an nature to exaggerate, we have in 
all ages too m any incontrovertible evi
dences of spiritual manifestations attach
ing to certain localities, to need proof or 
ju stify  the doubt that wood and stone 
can act as mediums for the manifesta
tions of disembodied spirits. I do not 
m ean now to defend or illustrate this po
sition. I  m ake it as an assertion, and 
proceed to quote one of the few cases in 
point, which has come under my own im
mediate cognizance, less to add my drop 
to the ocean of testimony than to form a 
basis for the rem arks which are to follow.

It  is now some thirty years ago since 
m y mother (then a young unmarried 
girl) went to reside with her parents at 
the sm all collegiate town of Tiverton, in 
Devonshire, England. It  was summer 
time, and during her first evening in the 
place, she remarked with surprise the im 
mense throng of carriages which woke 
up the echoes of the quiet, secluded 
square in which she resided, all passing 
one way, and seemingly crowding forth 
at one especial hour. Upon inquiry, she 
learned that her host (a doctor, and the 
m ayor of the town) was going to join the 
throng, and that the object of the assem
blage (of whom the principal portion 
were c le r g y m e n  of the Episcopal church) 
was to proceed to the village of Sand- 
ford, some four or five miles distant, 
there, in solemn and reverend conclave, 
to spend the night in a certain haunted 
house, for the purpose of “ l a y i n g  th e  
g h o s t ”  The “ t r o u b le ”  which attached it
se lf to the house in question was of sev
eral years ’- standing, and consisted in the 
most unaccountable noise— the opening 
of doors, the pattering of footsteps, 
knockings, ringings of bells, and divers 
sim ilar annoyances. The house had been 
occupied by various tenants, none of 
whom had found courage to endure these 
unwelcome accompaniments of their do
mestic p riv acy ; finally, after the owner 
of the property had exhausted every re
source in fruitless efforts to detect the 
origin of the disturbances, he had in
duced a fam ily to occupy it rent free, in 
the hope of outliving the nuisance.

Thus it was at the time when my 
m other’s fam ily first made its acquaint
a n c e ; the haunted house presented the 
appearance of a country store, or what is

called in England a general shop. The 
noises, however, were so perpetual and 
incessant, that the villagers passing in 
open day could distinctly hear the pound
ings, as the papers of the day described 
them, going on “ incessantly like the tap 
of a shoemaker’s ham m er.”  A fter n igh t
fall, as m ay he imagined, the tim id and 
superstitious inhabitants of the place 
dared not venture within the ghost-ridden 
precincts, while doctors, divines, law yers, 
and politicians assembled nightly to hold 
colloquies with the invisible breakers of 
the public peace.

I am not so fortunate as to possess any 
published record at present of the doings 
and sayings of the ‘ 'S a n f o r d ,  g h o s t  t r i lm .-  
n u l but I  have read them in the papers 
of the day, and from the evidence o f m y 
own relatives the details are fam iliar to 
me. It  seems that when the ghost-layers 
were assembled in m idnight conclave, 
the order of the session was as follows : 
a large wooden table was placed in the 
center of a certain room which the ghost 
especially delighted to honor; round this 
table the gentlemen would seat them 
selves, and proceed to question the rapper 
in exactly the same manner as we use in 
our modern investigations.

For instance, several coins would he 
placed upon the table, and their number 
demanded, and distinctly given by the 
raps. The number of persons present, 
their ages, and (by the alphabet) a cor
rect account of their several professions, 
were all points which could he rapped 
out with unfailing exactitude, and evi
denced, even to these perplexed investi
gators, the presence of unseen i n t e l l i g e n c e  
of some kind. Through the medium of 
the raps, the sitters were informed that 
that the agent was a s p i r i t , a f e m a l e ,  and 
one who had terminated a notoriously in
iquitous career by a violent death some 
years since. These responses were in va
riable at every session, whoever was pres
ent, together with m any other points of 
local interest to the inquirers. Now, it 
seems perfectly evident, that although 
the united wisdom of a neighborhood fa
mous for its learning and piety, as is this 
nursery of students training for the 
church, could discover and pronounce, 
through the medium of the public press, 
that a mysterious and tremendous im jio s -  
tu r e  existed somewhere, yet, f o r  th r e e  
w h o le  y e a r s ,  (during which time the house 
perpetually changed inhabitants, and 
was subject to every possible scrutiny and 
search,) the origin of the said im p o s tu r e -  
was never brought to light. The m ixture 
of willful ignorance and conservatism  
which prevailed in this inquiry one slight 
fact will evidence. A Mr. Colton, a 
clergyman of high reputation, and fa
mous as the author of the celebrated La- 
eon, and many other works of science 
and genius, after having been most active



in the investigations of this matter, gave! 
it as his opinion that “ the m ystery n e v e r  '' 
would be s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  c l e a r e d  v p . ”  W hat 
say the “ big w igs” then? W hy, even 
t h is : that the said Mr. Colton (being 
what the New Englanders call a rem ark
ably sm art m an) m ig h t, be a ventrilo
quist, and in all probability was the act
ual author of the whole affair. There
upon ensued a paper war between the as
persed divine and the editor of the leading 
Tiverton journal, the whole ending in Mr. 
Colton’s departure for a foreign country, 
and the continuance of the disturbance 
with renewed vigor. Again, as a m a t e r ia l  
cause for the nuisance m u s t  he f o u n d ,  the 
m agnates pitched upon a poor soldier of 
somewhat questionable reputation, who 
had returned from the war, and was, 
with his parents, one of the free tenants 
of the obnoxious mansion.

To test the truth of this idea, the sus
pected impostor was subjected to rigor
ous surveillance, and finally  spirited 
aw ay out of the village on board a for
eign war ship. But all was in v a in ; 
neither the absence of the learned 
scholar, nor the ignorant soldier, could 
affect the indomitable perseverance of 
the Sandford invisible. Over and over 
were her fantastic freaks demonstrated, 
until the harassed inhabitants of the pos
sessed dwelling declared their intention 
of finally  resigning their free quarters to 
their unwelcome co-tenants. Then it 
was that the m a t e r i a l i t y  of the persecu
tion seemed to have reached its height. 
The fam ily  of the shopkeeper was a large 
one. and among them one little girl, of 
about ten years old, seemed to suffer the 
most from the malevolence of the ghost. 
She often complained with annoyance, 
but no fear, of an u gly  old woman, whom 
she could see in a corner of the room, 
m aking frightful grimaces at her. The 
parents declared before a m agistrate that 
the child suffered much from this vision, 
and repeatedly called upon others to look 
at what seemed to her too palpable to be 
unseen by any one else. Now, when it 
one day happened that this very same 
child was found dead upon the hearth
stone of the haunted room, the excite
ment which had floated like a flying gust 
around the neighborhood broke out into 
a perfect hurricane, and although a coro
ner’s ju ry  found a verdict that the child 
had come to its death from burning,—  
but whether by fire or lightning there was 
no evidence to show,— the awe-struck 
Sandfordites could not be persuaded that 
any other agent than the demoniac vision 
so often encountered and described by 
the little victim  had thus finally accom
plished her destruction. This calam ity, 
however, determined the instant removal 
of the fam ily, which, even after the 
child ’s death, was delayed by the follow
ing circum stance: The matron of the

" ~|
house was unexpectedly confined, and 
the doctor, at whose house m y mother 
and fam ily were staying, was called upon 
to attend her. It  was of course neces
sary to procure a nurse, and Dr. G. com- j 
plained bitterly that the superstition of 
the neighbors prevented the poorest of 
the females from entering the dreaded 
mansion in that capacity. H aving at 
length succeeded in obtaining the neces
sary attendant from a long distance from 
the scene of terror, he concluded the a c - ; 
couchement would proceed in a ll due 
form. Not so, however ; the new nurse; 
seemed to be as especial a subject for the 
malevolence of the invisibles as the de
ceased ch ild ; for she, having been put to 
sleep for convenience in the haunted room 
itself, at once became the target of an in
cessant species of persecution. She was 
not permitted to rest day or n ig h t ; and 
as the clim ax to her torment, the doctor 
was summoned one morning to attend 
her, and found her confined to her bed 
from the effects of bruises, which covered 
her whole body with blue and black 
m arks, and which she solem nly affirmed, 
in the presence of a m agistrate, she had 
received during the night from an in vis
ible hand, which she felt, but could not 
see, violently belaboring her with what 
seemed to her to feel like “ a  s t o n e d ’ 
When at length her cries for help, arous
ed the other inm ates of the house, the 
hand was w ithdrawn, and she and her 
terrified assistants d istinctly  heard a 
bumping sound, as of a large stone m ov
ing by its own volition across the room 
and out at the door. Now, m y author
ity  for this incident, the worthy and ven
erable doctor him self, bore testim ony to 
the pitiable condition and bruised lim bs 
and body of this woman, adding, “ I t  is 
a dreadful but actual fact, that she 
whom I sent to that house, one week ago, 
a hale, hearty, and very stout country
woman, is now a m iserably emaciated- 
looking object, worn aw ay to a very shad
ow ; and it would be positive m urder to 
keep her there one hour longer.”  The 
next incident which attaches to a resi
dence in this terrible abode took place at 
the sale of the furniture, which ensued 
the very first hour that the mother o f the 
fam ily became convalescent. The auc
tioneer, who was intim ately acquainted 
with m y grandfather and mother, related 
to them, that as he was m aking an in
ventory of the goods in the dreaded room 
itself, (but in broad daylight, be it re
membered,) an old lad y entered the 
room, and, without noticing him. pro
ceeded to open and system atically rum 
mage a wardrobe which stood near him. 
The auctioneer, deeming it to be one of 
the elder members of the fam ily, made 
no rem ark for some tim e; at length he; 
was summoned to partake ot the fam ily j 
dinner, and left the room and the old j

lad y still busy at her occupation. Con
cluding, however, that she was about to 
follow, he entered the dining-room, took 
his own scat, and courteously placed an
other for his late companion.

On being questioned why he did so, he 
replied, it was for the old lady in the next 
room, who was coming to dinner; but be 
soon found that the fam ily was all as
sembled, and that they had no knowl
edge o f any such person as he described, 
except as identifying her with the visions 
which had so tormented the poor deceas
ed child.

After this the house remained tenant
less for m any months, yet still the visit
ations continued. A t a considerable dis
tance from the place the rappings could 
be heard both night and d ay ; lights 
were often seen flashing through the de
serted rooms at night, and, it was added, 

f i g u r e s  also. On one occasion the work
men who were employed by the owner of 
the property to rip up the boards and 
exam ine the w alls were occupied in the 
haunted cham ber, when a missile, of 
some kind not discovered, was thr 
within an inch of one of their heads, 
passing from the outer window through 
the cham ber and out at another window, 
with such extrem e nicety that the height 
and breadth of the holes in the two win
dows were found to correspond to a hair's 
breadth ; they were, moreover, as round 
as a bullet, and, until the house fell into 
decay and the whole of the windows were 
broken, the one window with its mathe
m atically  formed hole was viewed with 
equal awe and curiosity by admiring 
passengers. At length it was found im
possible to procure men who would work 
in the house at all. The invisible ham
mers were drum m ing around them, un
accountable voices shouting in their 
e a rs ; and dangerous missiles being per
petually projected from unseen hands, 
made their labors not only most repug
nant, but actu a lly  dangerous. In line, 
although the papers blazed, the magis
trates legislated, the owner tendered un
heard-of rewards, divines prayed, and 
whole parties o f m artial heroes sat up 
during the livelong night, until they 
were fa irly  scared out by the sight of 
their own swords drawn and brandished 
above their heads, as they testified on 
oath, by an invisible agent, the mystery 
rem ained unsolved. The house fell into 
decay, abhorrence and oblivion; and un
less the m anifestations of modern spirit
ualism can throw a light on the subject. 
I  cannot pretend otherwise to explain 
aw ay any of the mysteries of which 1 
have become the mere narrator from 
sources whose veracity is as unquestion
able as truth itself.

W hat I  would infer from this Sand- 
ford ghost affair is sim ply this; First, 
that it corresponds in every particular



jth the m anifestations o f the la s t  ten 
eftrs in this c o u n tr y ; an d  secondly, 

tliiit in this, as in  a ll other in stances 
which have sufficient w a rra n ty  to claim  
our attention, the in stan ces w here wood 
,,mi stone are proved to he m edium s for 
the manifestations o f sp irits  are alm ost 
invariably those where the life  prin cip le  
has been recklessly  w asted. I  speak not 
now of such dem onstrations as were e x 
hibited in the case o f Dr. P h e lp ’s fam ily . 
The presence of one or two strong p h y si
cal force medium s w as there  c le a r ly  ev i
denced ; nor were the m an ifestation s con
fined, as in the case o f “ haunted hous
es,to  one locality , but, I  repeat, where 
the latter is the case, we never fa il to 
find a violent death associated  w ith the 
traditionary character o f the house.

Nor need we in th is confound the ef
fect of a superstitious rem em brance of 
such a fact with the philosoph ical cause 
which m a y  exist for such  m anifestations 
—causes which m y sp irit friends exp la in  
to me as follows : E v e ry  th in g  th at has
life has medium poweT. T h e  vegetable, 
mineral, insect, and an im al k ingdom s are 
each and all, in their severa l capacities, 
sympathetic agents or conductors o f that 
electric power w hich is to a ll creation 
what soul is to body, and  sp irit to soul. 
Neither does wood, stone, m in eral, or 
vegetable substance lose its e lectric pow
er by the act w hich severs it  from  the 
parent rock, tree, or stem . T he diam ond 
grows in the mine but not in  the r in g ; 
the tree expands in  its n ative  soil, hut 
contracts and decays in the floor, bench, 
or table. The life p rin cip le  is severed 
with its own severance from  the root or 
rock which gave it b ir t h ; hut even in 
decay the vital princip le  of creation, elec
tricity, still lingers, and w hile there, a t
tracts in a greater or less degree such 
objects as come w ithin the sphere of its 
magnetism. In  our still v e ry  im perfect 
knowledge of the w onderful agencies of 
electricity and m agnetism , we are un
able to determine correctly  how far in 
animate substances m a y  act as conduc
tors, or what vast m agnetic resu lts m ay 
yet be discovered from  com binations 
hitherto undreamed of. The scientific 
world is yet in its in fa n c y ; and as our 
interior sight begins to open, and the be
lief in spirit m ateria lity  and connection 
with the grosser elem ents o f nature be
gins to dawn upon us, we learn  to place 
magnetism at the helm  and e lectric ity  at 
ihe tiller when we venture forth into the 
broad ocean of philosophical d iscovery to 
which the science o f sp irit communion 
seems to point the w ay, and no longer 
smile with sovereign contem pt at the 
mysteries of “ crystals and d ivin ing cups,”  
0r treat as altogether rid icu lous the idea 
that prevailed am ong the orders o f ail
ment priesthoods, nam ely : th at the sci- 
mdific combinations o f m etallic substan

ces and precious stones were consequon-' 
tia l in creating that sphere by w hich1 
they professed to hold communion with 
the world of spirits. Re this as it may, - 
the developments of the present century 
alone are sufficient evidence that an in
visib le intelligence— one whose main

murdered dead have engraved on their 
souls (he form of an evil life, and their 
earthly affinities in eon,sequence are of 
an unusually gloss and earth ly  tenden
cy, their love of such m anifestations m ay 
he understood ; and although we have 
nothing in modern Spiritualism  to justi-

characteristic is its identity with the d<- fy the vulgar superstition that the spir- 
parted of earth— is now among us, d o es  its of evil doors, especially when thev 
hold communion with humanity, and have endured a violent death, ore d o o m e d  

oes hold that communion through the to return to the scene of their last agony 
m edium  of some quality, as prevalent in in retributive unrest, we can '-till coin- 
some organizations as it is essentially prebend why < s r n a t u r e s  delight :n 
lackin g in others. ; such gross m anifestations— why their

The favorite theory of r e l ig io n s  spiritin' evil propensities attract them hack to a 
alists, or those in whom the ideal rather1 sphere far more in affinity with evil than 
than the philosophical prevails, is, that j the progressive life of the spheres : and 
th is medium power depends m ainly on by acceepting and following out m y very 
the quality  and character of the m i n d ;  \ imperfect attempt to show wherein a 
but every day experience proves this j house or locality m a y b e  made a medi- 
view  of the case to be fallacious. The 
pure n atu rally  affinitize with the pure— 
that is an axiom  none can d e n y ; hence
we do not look for the degrading com -! will find no difficulty in acc-ountin 
m unications of vice and infam y through ! the singular phenomena present' d

uni for spirit m anifestations, even 
through the emanations of a death in 
the midst of life. I think philosophers

•j  for
\>v

the lips of a pure medium.
In  another place I  shall show that, 

though such an anomaly m ay occur, it 
is alm ost impossible that it should ho 
of frequent occurrence; yet do we find 
upon incontrovertible evidence, the 
fact that spirit manifestations are more 
or less regulated by organism, health, 
weather, magnetic influences, and many 
other causes of a purely external nature. 
Thus is it, then, say m y spirit friends, 
that the magnetism of a certain spirit, 
being still correspondential with his 
m agnetism  while in the form, seeks out 
and can communicate with infinitely 
more facility  through a medium whose 
m agnetism  forms a satisfactory battery, 
whereby the electric telegraph of mind 
m ay be worked. We are a ll fam iliar 
with instances in which a spirit in strong 

with some beloved earth-friend 
has yet been unable to find one among 
m any mediums of o p p o s it e  developments 
whom he could control sufficiently to 
convey one message, even although he 
m ight satisfactorily express another. In

what is called haunted houses.

The Doves.

Oh, can you imagine, how fond ly  I gazed 
On m y b ea u tifu l b iriU iu gs, l ike one h alf  am azed, 

the m atter of haunted houses, however,! As each one I questioned, w h o  sent you  to m e?

[Written for the Ca r r i e r  D oyf..
Dear friend o f  the sunny .-lopes, far in the we.-t.
Do von know how in  Spring-time iny glad heart wr>- 

blest?
Some generous soul, w h om  I n ever  may kti-ov—
Though  I feel 'twas som e angel w h o  dwe.h- here 

low ,—
Waited silently to m e lo v e ’ s sweetest surprise,
A  ne>t o f  white doves, h ow  they g la d d en ed  m y e y e - :

F iv e  Ca r r ie r  Do v e s ! their sweet messages > ■ re 
From dwellers o f  earth, and the -h i r  ing shore :
Can you see w ith  what w on d er  and jo y fu l  surprise  
I clasped Die sweet birdlings w ith  beautifu l  ey .  - 
And white, shin ing w ings that soar o ’er the t ide  
To bear tokens o f  love to the friends far and w id e

Bestowing rare blessings w h erever  they  an,
And helping to lift the great burden  o f  w< o.
Making heavy hearts lighter, and d ry in g  hot tear-,
That have w elled  up in silence, tl iro' e rror 's  lon g  

years?
For brigh t icing.?, bathed in sunlight,  and. spark lin g  

with dew,
Are a herald o f  strength, from the g o o d  a n 1, the ' ! u

the spirit informs me that the emana
tions which proceed from themselves, 
when they, in perishing violently, are in 
a still earthly or lium anitary condition, 
are so gross and imbued still so entirely 
with the earth’s affinities that they cling 
to the place of their departure, and at
taching to the wood or stone where they 
first emanate from the broken casket 
of hum anity, form a medium of itself, 
whereby, on subsequent occasions, they 
can return and manifest their presence 
without any additional human mediator
ia l exhalation.

When, in addition to this provision, 
derived in fact from the wasted oil of 
their own life principle, the spirits of the

- t igers

lew,

What dear lov ing  spirit, Oh, w h o  cou ld  it be?
But they heed not m y questions, these me.-s 

wise,
So I ' l l  think  twas the editress' .-•!(•, <t> st ' ■

And w elcom e them h om e  to  m y quiet retreat. 
Where dear, lov ing  spirits in harm ony meet. 
Come again, w hen  the twilight distils drops o f  , 
And I ’ll sing you sweet songs, so tender and true. 
I'll charm you with melodies, fresh from  the skie 
That silently com e, from  the g ood  and tHe wise.

Oh, b i'iu itifu l Dove , com e again to my nest,
And listen to songs that my spirit loves best 
And know preciou s  Do v e , the grand thoughts that you 

bring
Are like the rich fragrance and sweet d ow ers  o f  

spring,
So we, bid you Godspeed in you r  m iss ion  o f  love ,
And wait the return o f  sw a  t C a r r i e r  D o v e .

Mr v  F. E. R o  ; uus, S t ir l in g ,  111.



B Y  A G L E A N E R .

A lady, Mies PerayaslavstefT by name, 
is Director of the Sebastopol Zoological 
Station.

Signora Rabenstein has received the 
highest, honors which can be awarded by 
the German School of Philosophy.

Isabel T. Lublin, scholar and medal
ist, University College, London, has been 
elected a Fellow of tbe Royal Historical 
Society.

It  is said that women, poor things, are 
very weak minded, and that an all-wise 
Providence made them so, in order that 
man might have a suitable companion. 
I I .  IT . G a r d i n e r .

An eminent physician is reported as 
having said that m any lives are lost bv 
starvation, owing to an overestimate of 
the nutritive value of beef-tea and 
meat juices. In typhus and typhoid 
fevers, he says, there is no good substi
tute for m ilk and eggs.

The true man desires a companion, as 
well as a sexual mate, and he finds bis 
want in the woman of a well-matured 
brain, with its mental expressions 
rounded and elevated by culture, not in 
the merely sensuous, capricious, unin
formed, unaspiring and uninspiring 
kitchen drudge, or listless exhibitor of 
the costumer’s art .— P h r e n o lo g ic a l  J o u r 
n a l .

The Dublin M e d i c a l  P r e s s ,  of a re
cent date, says : Last week, the first lady 
student who has entered the School of 
the Irish  College of Surgeons took her 
place among her male c o n fr e r e s  quietly, 
and as one of themselves. The occa
sion was Mr. Thornley Stoker’s anatom
ical lecture, and we are glad to say that 
the class made it obvious that they were 
gentlemen by their reception of the lady.

When witch-craft was believed in. 
both in Europe and America, and m ill
ions of innocent women were put to 
death in the most agonizing forms on 
the charge of being in league with the 
devil, the church and the state went to 
the inspired “ word of God,” and there 
found (in Exodus xx ii, 15 ) the warrant 
which armed them for their bloody work : 
“ T h o u  s h a lt  n o t  s u f fe r  a  w it c h  to l i v e . ” — A .  
B .  B r a d f o r d .

Once a year, on the third Thursday in 
Jan u ary , Sorosis gives a reception and 
dinner at Delmonico’s, to which gentle
men are invited, and in the exercises of 
which they participate. The dinner 
given by Sorosis, and. the then “ Press” 
Club, of New York, unitedly, seventeen 
years ago, was the first great public din
ner at which women ever sat down upon 
equal terms with men, paying their own 
w ay, and sharing the honors and the

exercises; and tbe dinners given by So
rosis, upon which occasions the gentle
men have been the guests of the ladies, 
have been the largest ever given by any 
associative body in New York city, test
ing the capacity of the great banqueting 
hall beyond reasonable limits, and gath
ering men as well as women distin
guished in every walk of life.— D e m o r 
es t 's  M o n t h ly  M a g a z in e .

A German test for watered milk con
sists in dipping a well-polished knitting 
needle into a deep vessel of m ilk, and 
then immediately withdrawing it an up
right position. I f  the milk is pure, a 
drop of the fluid will bang to the needle ; 
but the addition of even a sm all propor
tion of water will prevent the adhesion 
of the drop.

It does not pay to have fifty working
men poor and ragged in order to have 
one saloon-keeper dressed in broadcloth 
and flush of money. It  does not pay to 
keep six  thousand men in the peniten
tiaries and hospitals and one thousand 
in tbe lunatic asylum , at the expense of 
the honest, industrious tax-payers, in 
order that a few rich capitalists m ay 
grow richer by the manufacture of 
w hisky .— E x c h  a n g e .

Robert G. Ingersoll tells the following 
s to ry : There was a Jew ish  gentleman 
who went into a restauarant, and the 
devil whispered in his ear, “ E a t some 
bacon.” He knew it was w rong; he 
knew that there was nothing so apt to 
incite the wrath of Jehovah, nothing bet
ter calculated to corrugate the brows of 
the Infinite than to see a Jew  eat bacon. 
He knew too that the Infinite eaves
dropper was noticing. B u t his appetite 
got the better of his conscience (as it 
often has with the most of us), and he 
ate that bacon. When he went into that 
restaurant the sky was as blue as the 
heart of June, and when he came out the 
lightning leaped from cloud to cloud and 
the earth trembled beneath the voice of 
thunder. He rushed back, his face white 
with alarm , and leaning over the coun
ter, said : “ My God ! did you ever see 
such a fuss about a little piece of bacon?”

A fortnightly journal has been started 
under im perial auspices in Germ any, 
which is announced as under the direct 
patronage of the Em press Augusta, and 
as having her “ fullest sym pathy.”  It  is 
called E m a n z i p i r t e ,  and it advocates 
emancipation from “ all the obsolete cus
toms which place women upon a lower 
plane than m e n e m a n c ip a t e d  from 
the “ ignoble presumption that they arc 
only the playthings of men,”  and not 
fitted to be “ true helpmeets in the ear
nest affairs of l i fe ;”  emancipated from 
the superstition that women “ are not 
born for the noblest aims of mankind 
and, finally, emancipated from the “ unut

terably low opinion that spinsters are less 
worthy of respect than other women.” 
It has been addressed particularly to 
the wives and women relatives of army 
officers. “ This is remarkable,”  the P n g- 
l i s h  W o m a n ’ s  R e v i e w  comments, “ consid
ering the public to which it appeals.” 
It  is issued from the Imperial Book-shop 
(Konigliebe Hofbuchandlung) 43, Uriter 
der Linden, Berlin. The price is three 
marks (seventy-five cents) a quarter.

Items from The W orld’s Advance-Thought.

The very ones who denounce their fel
lows for lack of faith are the ones who 
reject a higher faith that is fortified at 
all points with external proofs. We can 
understand why materialists will not he 
Christians, but we cannot understand 
why Christians will not be Spiritualists.

The world is benefitted beyond expres
sion by spiritual truths given through 
entranced m edium s; but exalted spirit
ual intelligences would rather have such 
truths go forth from the souls of mor
tals direct. When the Soul Cycle is 
fa irly  entered, the flowers of inspiration 
w ill be among the common products of 
the open fields, instead of being, as now, 
the rare exotics of carefully guarded 
conservatories.

T hat within late months a Power has 
been at work elim inating the elements 
of m aterialism  from “ Spiritualism” will 
not be questioned by those who have 
watched the changing currents of 
thought. Phenomena alone cannot and 
never were intended to spiritualize the 
nature. The greatest physical wonder
workers have been the most benighted 
races of earth. But let phenomena come 
as accompaniments of high and holy 
aspirations, and then how grand and sat
isfying they shall b e !

T h e  C a r r i e r  D o v e .—The number for 
the current month contains four por
traits : Joseph Simm s, M. D., T. B. Clark, 
Mrs. S. F . Breed, and Mrs. Col. Hatch 
and Spirit F r ie n d s ; a brief biography 
accompanies each portait. -Miss Shel- 
ham er’s excellent story, “ Crowded Out,” 
reaches the close of its sixth chapter, 
and a point of interest that evinces the 
author’s growing skill as a writer of fic
tion, which in this instance we opine, is 
not altogether “ a made-up story.” A re
view is given of the recent campmeeting 
at Oakland, of which it is remarked that 
“ the audience throughout were remarka
ble for their intelligence, good order, re
spectful and earnest attention, and a 
hearty and enthusiastic reception of the 
truths given.”  The closing address of 
the guides of Mr. Colville at the camp is 
given in this issue, its subject being, 
“ Liberty for Man, Woman, and Child.” 
Published at 8541 Broadway, Oakland, 
C a l .— B a n n e r  o f  L i g h t .
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and without by eternal trust and the as
sistance of the invisible host we will go 
on to victory.

DUTY OF SPIRITUALISTS.
Fellow Spiritualists, I appeal to you. 

Upon us rests a great responsibility. By 
our lives, as well as by lip service, 
should we be able to refute and over
throw these obstacles that have defamed 
the fair name and impeded the more 
rapid progress of our glorious philoso
p h y ! It is time that we shake off this 
lethargic, inactive- and lukewarm indif
ference. and with our loins girded anew, 
and wearing the complete armor of spir
itual warfare, which is all the virtues 
combined, we should go forth amid the 
vivid  flash and the deafening roar of our 
enemies’ artillery and rescue from its 
present oppressed condition this glorious 
cause we have so unreservedly and lov
ingly espoused, and elevate our glorious 
banner bearing the high, mighty, and 
invincible principles of this eternal truth, 
unfurling it to a world of misguided and 
falsely taught human so u ls ! B y  our 
deeds w ill this philosophy be measured. 
The world is turning to us for the evi
dence we offer either for condemnation

Is All for'the Best? or

RY ANNIE DENTON (R ID G E .

T certainly see no proof 
power has anything to do

or vindication of its aim and import.

that a higher 
.v with our des

tiny. Neither can T argue m yself into 
the idea that everything is for the best 
or that everything is all right. There 
may, however, be the element of a truth 
in that view. The volcanoes, glaciers, 
etc., were, in the past history of our 
globe, best for the greater perfection of 
the earth, tending to its subsequent phy
sical improvement ; yet the then-exist
ing anim als, victimized by these convul
sions, might not have regarded the same 
as best for them individually.

Considered as a method of progress bv 
an Almighty God, it was a poor one ; but 
if  it was Nature’s only way, it was ‘ 'all 
for the best,”  because the best she could 
do under the circumstances. It would, 
however, have been better for the com
fort of the poor anim als and men, i f  
there were such, could they have been 
out of the w ay during these violent geo
graphical changes.

I  think it is ju st so with the hum an 
world. Think of the earlv men

sufferers now it is not either best 
right.

This view, however, often comforts me ■ 
inasm uch as 1 am, with others, through 
our suffering, helping to lay  down men
tal and moral geological strata on which 
a future race m ay live, flourish, and en
jo y .

It this view, dear reader, will comfort 
you or m yself, will aid in reconciling us 
to our lot, or will give us more courage 
in our efforts to remove the causes of 
such conditions, the writing of this arti
cle will be ,£a ll for the best.”  We need 
all the comfort derivable from philoso
phy or from any other source to recon
cile us to what, no m atter how much of 
“ the best”  there m ay be in it for others, 
has for us in d iv id u ally  neither good, 
better, or best.

M o t h e r s , fa th e rs ! Cultivate after
supper talk , p lay  after-supper games, 
keep after-supper b oo k s; take all the 
good newspapers and magazines you can 
afford and read them aloud after supper. 
Let your boys and girls bring their 
friends home with them  at twilight, sure 
of a pleasant and hospitable welcome

See to it that this glorious name a n d ; scarcely h u m a n -h id in g  in caves, suffer- antl ot a good tim e alter supper, and you 
cause of Spiritualism  suffer not at our Ang and dying because of their dense ig - ! can lau Sh t 0  scorn a ll the temptations 
hands, but let us bv tru lv progressive norance and weakness ! W hat a specta- j " ]uch, to" n 01, ^lllage can ]>el” re 
lives place this celestial lum inarv above , cle— retreating forehead, hideous face, them to d ia ^ them an a\ from home tor
all others, that its effulgent life-giving I eating men’s flesh, having barely a spark t̂lieir evenings 
rays m ay enter every heart and home, °f  the hum an soul ! \\ ere these con di
bringing peace, love, joy, and hope t o ! tions the best for them? N o ; but it was 
every brother and sister whose footsteps the best nature could do for them. Pro- 
like ours are tending to the vast, invsi- gress is as inevitable to the hum an as to j 
ble, eternal Beyond. the physical world. But the m ental and j

---------  i moral earthquakes and avalanches, the
The C a r r i e r  D o v e  for October con-j suffering, the sorrow, the tearing and 

tains an interesting biographical sketch, rending of the so u l! A et, as in the phy- 
with portrait, of Andrew Jackson  Davis', sical parallel, it is nature’s method

~ whereby the race grows ; it is the best 
for future generations. There is a con
stant effort to escape from these evils, 
begotten by seeing and feeling suffering, 
which im parts a desire to remove its 
caused. E verv  soul has within itse lf the

To Henry B. Allen and Wife.

from the able pen of W. N. Slocum. It 
also contains an excellent address on 
“ Practical Spiritualism ,”  by the editress, 
together with much other interesting 
m atter.— Golden Gate.

BY MRS. F. E. ROGERS.
Over the shadows' and over the sunbeams 

Life in its grandeur is waiting for thee, 
Beautiful buds and sprays of sweet blcs.oms 

Bloom on the banks o f the emerald sea.
A beautiful vision comes over my senses:

Oh! had I the language to portray the view;
It seems like a picture, so vivid  and life-like,

’Tis a hom e of rare beautv that's waiting for vou.

Campmeeting season is in full b la s t : germ of a remedy, im pulses of growth 
now, and this story, fresh from a meet- throbbing in every individual, 
ing in the mountains, is in order :  A very j Take, for instance, the great, growing, 
eloquent exhorter was holding forth on curse of this generation— monopoly, 
the sin of neglecting religion. “ W hat is I How it grinds down the poor, m aking: 
it, brethren and sisters,”  he said, “ that j them poorer, while wealth concentrates j 
you neglect when you neglect religion? in fewer channels. I  often ask m yself 
W hy, it ’s the salvation of your souls. Is this for the best? Y es ; eventually it 
You think murder is a groat sin? W ell, | w ill so prove; for thereby Labor will 
so it is. Y ou  think stealing is a great I be compelled to organize, with co-opera-i 
sin? So it is, sure enough. You think | tion as a natural result. [T his was w rit-! 
bearing false witness is a great sin? So ten fifteen years ago, when labor organi- 
it is. But 1 tell you, m y brethren and! zation were in numbers not one per cent j 
sisters, i f  you neglect religion, that is the j of what they are to-day.— A. C.] From  
greatest sin of all. Seek ye first the this very suffering, from necessity, from I
kingdom of God, and all these things 
shall be added unto you ! ”  And a shout 
of “ H allelu jah  ! ”  rose from the congrega
tion.—  The Index.

When you have finished the work here assigned you.
Gathered the treasures you surely have earned, 

Gems o f rare value will gleam in that picture,
When the hard lesson of life you have learned.

True to yourself and the dear, loving angel 
That fate seems so kindly to place by your side, 

Strewing life 's path with the dew of affection, 
Subduing the waves of time's restless tide.

Together I see you clim b onward and upward, 
Supporting each other and guarding from harm, 

Adding rich shades to that beautiful picture 
By unselfish deeds that possess a rare charm.

And while your great soul would encompass the needy, 
You must not forget to be just to your own.

For charity ’s mantle ever must cover 
The few and the faithful, wlio’ve labored and sown

That others may reap and enjoy a rich harvest,
Where something for nothing they reach to obtain, 

While the gold they are clutching will prove in the 
future

A “ m illstone”  in p laeeof the wealth they might gain- 
Rear Brother and sister, toil on for the angels,the self-saving principle, this w ill come ;,-, , ,  . r ,. - j , As over the lulls aud the valleys you roam,

and SO this gigantic evil monopoly W ill Beariug mv love and the beautiful picture 
be, for the whole race or future races, ' ”  
for the best”  or “ all r ig h t ;”  but for

“ all
the

Ever with you till you reach the bright home. 
St e r l i n g , Ills., August 23, 13St>.



T H E  C A R R IE R  DOVE. 

Extract From a Private Letter. There is no Death.CORRESPONDENCE.

D e a r  E d i t r e s s  : Y ou r D o v e  fluttered
down on my door step unexpectedly but 
not unweleomed. It  is a spiritual feast 
for which I  thank you. I  am  well aware 
thanks do not keep any paper running— 
that it takes gold and plenty of it. J 
hope I. will be able to subscribe again, or 
gone! for some of the books ; they are full 
of noble sentiments—ju st what one would 
look for from such a noble and large 
heart as yours. M ay you ever be blest 
with loving friends and means enough to 
carry out your generous plans. 1  have 
been thinking of how much good a per
son can do when they try . I  am often 
pained when reading some of our spirit
ual journals at the unkind and spiteful 
things said about different persons. Let 
us all try to overcome prejudice, forget 
faults, cherish the good and true, that 
our souls m ay grasp higher, grander 
truths. Let us cultivate charity until 
we become so broad and pure that no 
thoughts can come that would wound or 
hurt another. The reason the m ajority 
of people are more ready to condemn 
than to extend a friendly hand to their 
fellow-men, even in Christian churches, 
is because they have but little sp iritual
ity. By cultivating more spirituality 
we become charitable, m ake better teach
ers, better examples for others to follow, 
and so attain to the highest life possible 
on earth. A large field of usefulness to 
suffering humanity would suit me better 
than sitting on the right hand of God, 
with a crown on m y head and clothed in 
rich lace and fine linen. No such heav
en for m e; give me work, and plenty of 
it, for the good of m y fellow-creatures, 
until my own and every other soul has 
conquered self. There w ill be time 
enough to talk about gold-paved streets, 
crowns, and harps when we have earned 
them. This will not be done by sitting 
in cushioned pews praising God one day 
out of seven, but by going out among the 
thorns and briars, armed with the prun
ing knife and scissors, m aking conditions 
for the sweet roses of hum an love and 
sympathy to blossom everywhere, until 
earth becomes a fragrant and beautiful 
garden. No one should sit in heaven 
until every soul is redeemed, neither do 
I believe they c a n ; therefore, lot us as 
mortals and spirits work for the redemp
tion of mankind. Yours fraternally,

M r s . M a r y  E .  B a r k e r .

San Jose, Cal.

We are preparing an extra  holiday 
number o f  the C a r r i e r  D o v e  which will 
make a fine specimen copy for the use of 
canvassers and agents. Send in your 
orders early and we w ill try  to have them 
ready about Christm as.

I  believe more and more in the good
ness and sweetness of woman as 1 grow 
older, and am more and more impressed 
with the importance of emancipating her 
from civil disability and the mental 
thraldom of the clergy. Let us all work 
for that glorious'eonsummation. 0  how I 
hope I  m ay live to see the venerable ma
tron, the happy young mother, with her 
child in her arms, the blushing maiden 
of eighteen and the level headed lady 
called “ the old maid,”  all depositing 
their ballots in the box, to offset those 
cast by the unthinking and the immoral 
masses of the other sex. We will never 
solve the social and moral questions till 
the ballot is placed in the hands of love
ly  woman. Wronged and robbed as she 
has been in all the ages by divine proc
lamation and the brutality of man, she 
is yet to be the savior of the race. When 
she votes, the question of the hereditary 
transmission of disease and diabolism 
will be so lved ; the question of overpopu
lation will be solved; the question of 
drunkenness will be solved; the abuse 
of girls and women by brutal ruffians 
will find an adequate punishment (for 
lynching is all too mild a punishment) ; 
and the “ divine”  fiat, coupled with the 
Christian law, that compels a married 
pair to have twelve children, when they 
can support and educate but two, will 
find itself relegated to the rubbish of the 
dark ages.

As to the Spiritualists, they are infi
dels to the old mythologies. For that I 
honor them. They are the opponents of 
priest-craft, and I  honor them for that. 
They are inquirers and workers in the 
great fields of progression, and they are 
generally moral and liberal people. 
Hence they are a formidable division of 
the great army that is trampling under
foot the frauds, the superstitions and the 
barbarities of the past and marching on
ward to a better haven of rest for the 
race. Yours in all good works,

J .  R. Mo x  r o e .

T h e  C a r r i e r  D o v e , gives in its issue 
for the current month portraits and bi
ographies of Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, 
Mrs. Sarah Seal, Colonel D. M. Fox and 
Mrs. Nettie Pease Fox, all of whom are 
well known to Spiritualists as efficient 
workers in the field. There is also a pic
ture and sketch of a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fox, Morton Pease Fox, who, though 
but in his thirteenth year, gives promise 
of doing good service in the temperance 
reform. A lecture by Mr. Colville, a 
new chapter of Miss Shelhamer’s story, 
and a variety of other instructive and 
entertaining articles are also given. 
Published at 85471 Broadway, Oakland, 
C al,—Banner of Light.

Oakland , Cat,., September 'lA,
E ditor Cahkikh Dovb: After hearing W. .1. Colville 

give impromptu inspirational poems, lone <luy thought 
I would try my hand at writing an impromptu poem, 
Inking the first subject that presented itself to my mind, 
mid writing without study or premeditation; and the 
following is the result. The subject is a hackneyed 
one, and I cannot elaitn anything striking or original 
in Iho thought expressed; Init it vras written fight 
along without any effort, and if as an impromptu you 
deem it worthy of consideration it is at your service.

Affectionately your friend and sister.
K U A  WILSON.

There is no death. The pearly gates of morn 
Swing open wide to usher in the brightening day, 

When laughing hours, from all night's terrors shorn,
Go lightly tripping up the shining way;

•So, from earth’s terrors and from its darkest night, 
Death opens wide to let the soul pass through 

To realms of blissful rest, and radiance bright 
Of happier days, and scenes and lessons new.

There Is no death. The friends who’ve gone before 
’Mid brighter, happier scene-, are living yet;

Anil in their joy they love us even more 
Than here they could, amid earth's toil and fret.

They wait for us in that bright Summer Laud,
Until we, too, shall pass Death’s portals through,

And, with a joy too sweet to understand,
Life, youth and love eternally renew.

There is no death. Then, Soul, lift up thine heart;
No more in sadness and in gloom despond;

Let this glad thought new hopefulness impart,
Though hopeless here, there is a hope beyond,

And joy for grief, and rest for eare and pain,
In generous mete shall then be fully thine;

And what on earth seems loss, shall be eternal gain,
As on our way we press toward.'the Light Divine,

Lines of Beauty.

It is our sacred duty 
To seek for lines of beauty 
Upon each earthly face,
For the divine iti all tlie race.

These lines of light may for a time 
Be rusted o’er by sin and crime,
But wishes for a better name 
Will change them to a holy flame.

M a r t h a  J .  W r i g h t .

“ I  hope, Johny,”  said the Sunday 
school teacher to her new scholar, “ that 
your parents are good Christians?”  

“ Well, ma is,”  replied Johnny, “ an’ 
pa used to be, but I  guess lie is a little 
out of practice now.” —Life.

The October number of tire C a r r i e r  
D oa' e , seems to us to excell in art and in 
matter, any number yet published. It  
opens with a good likeness of Andrew 
Jackson Davis, as a frontispiece. From  
this we discover that the seer, author 
and spiritual teacher grows still better 
looking with increasing years and ripe
ness. The next view is Mrs. Lena Clark 
Cooke, a born seeress and medium. This 
is followed by a lile-like likeness of 
that well-known worker. Bishop A. 
Beals. The last picture is taken from 
one of Mumler’s photographs, and repre
sents Mrs. Lincoln and spirit friends. 
The matter consists, m ainly of a svnop- 
sis of the life of Mr. Davis, Mrs. Cooke 
and Mr. Beals, and other interesting 
matter,—The New Thought.
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T iie  office of the Light for Thinkers 
has been removed from Atlanta, Georgia, 
to Chattanooga, Tennessee, and the paper 
comes out much improved in appearance. 
It is the leading journal devoted to Spir
itualism published in the South.

Dr. Stansbury, the celebrated slate 
writer, recently of San Jose, and Dr. 
Schlesinger, test medium, have been 
holding very successful seances at this 
office, 8541 Broadway. The slate writ
ing tests in nearly every instance have 
proved very satisfactory. Whatever re
flections may have been cast upon these 
demonstrations from any source whatever 
fall to the ground as of no value against 
the concurrent testimony of the great 
numbers of people who know they have 
received positive evidence of its genuine
ness under the strictest test conditions.

Another Thought on the Labor Trouble. |

In an editorial with the above beading 
in the Phrenological Journal for October, 
we find the following sensible, truthful 
rem arks:

“ Pardon me, my industrious reader, if 
1 refer to one element in these labor out
breaks that tends more than anything 
else to disturb the mental equilibrium of 
those engaged, and to make a strike, 
however just, a failure. That element is 
liquor drinking. I think that if  the 
dram-shop could be kept out of the way, 
the case in which a strike would have a 
violent issue would be as rare as dog
wood blossoms in March. It  is the 
heating, exciting drink that arouses the 
selfish instincts and passionate elements 
in the base of the brain to excessive ac
tivity, blunts the intellect, and stupifies 
the moral sentiment, in men who in a 
cool, self-conscious state would never 
think of doing violence to any. Oh, if 
we could only put the whisky-bottle 
and lager-beer keg beyond the reach of 
the working man, how much more com
petent he would be to consider the real 
questions of his relations to capital, and 
to society, and how much more power he 
would have as a political force. To the 
intelligent, self-controlling working men 
may belong the issues of the day. Or
ganized well, prudent in their action, de
termined yet fair in their demands, what 
could they not obtain from the State, 
what would not society give them for 
their true advancement?”

The above remarks express a painful 
truth which has long been apparent to 
many who are deeply interested in the 
cause of the workingmen. W hisky is a 
greater tyrant than any capitalist, the 
saloon-keeper a harder hearted Shylock 
than any other oppressor of labor.

One Saturday night, while sitting by 
an open window overlooking a street in 
which were many saloons, an illustra
tion of this fact was presented to us. L a
boring men in groups of three, four, and 
even nine were passing in and out of 
these places. The first step inside was 
to the counter where stood a man with 
an open ledger before him in which was 
kept the records of drinks and cigars. 
Out of the scantily filled purse came 
the poor man’s hard-earned wages and 
passed into the till of the bar-keeper. 
The click of the coin as it.dropped could 
be distinctly heard, as the night was 
warm and windows and doors were 
opened. Even the customary screen 
was ajar in one place, through which we

obtained a view of the proceedings from 
our elevated position. As the living 
panorama passed along, there came an
other picture before our mental vision, 
of wives, mothers, and sisters in humble 
homes, toiling all day and looking for
ward to Saturday night when the wages 
of the husband, son, or brother would 
bring some needed comfort, and even in
dulging in anticipations of some trilling 
luxury they had made possible by strict 
economy and even deprivation in some 
other direction. Perhaps it was only a 
new pair of shoes for little Joe, or a new 
dress or needed school-book for Sue, or, 
possibly, in some home another little 
waif was expected and the prudent 
mother wished to prepare the little 
dainty garments, which, even if confined 
to a few delicate print or muslin dresses 
and cheap flannels, the hands of love 
would transform into things of beauty 
which would prove strangely fascinating 
to the mother’s eyes as she saw in fancy 
the coming treasure in the outward ha- 
biliaments. And we saw the patient 
toilers turn away with tear-dimmed eyes 
as they realized that the little pittance 
remaining would scarcely buy the nec
essary food another week, and that still 
greater economy must be practiced, other 
sacrifices must be made in order to 
barely live. Again would the pile of 
well-worn garments be brought out, and 
far into the night the angel of the home 
sits plying her needle, patching and darn
ing, turning and remodeling old clothes 
whose usefulness would be best appreci
ated by the man who could convert them 
from paper-rags into paper-bags. Never 
before did the real curse of the dram
shop seem so palpable as on that Satur
day night when we saw the wages of the 
toilers, which represented food, clothes, 
shelter, education, and all the requisites 
for the proper training and fitting for the 
duties of life of many little children, go
ing into the coffers of the whisky- 
dealer, and all for— wliat? For poison, 
for disease and death; for evils and 
abuses many times resulting in crime 
and the life-long suffering of innocent 
families. Not one single comfort, not one 
necessity of the physical, mental, or moral 
nature of man had hern purchased with 
the coin which went into those coffers. The 
demon of an uncontrolled appetite had



been fostered and strengthened u n til the 
weak victims were becom ing less strong, 
manly, and noble, less capable o f com
batting the ty r a n t ; and more su re ly  was 
all that was grand and d ivine in their 
natures becoming obliterated until at 
last the animal man would be sole occu
pant of the temple w herein a God m ight
dwell. ---------

Mediumship, the Foundation .

It appears to us like a serious m istake 
on the part of anyone, to attem pt to dis
parage mediumship. I t  certain ly  is the 
foundation upon which rests the whole 
spiritual structure. D estroy or under
mine the foundation and down tum bles 
the most imposing edifice. There m ay 
be flaws and blem ishes in the m aterial 
of which it is composed, but i f  the cement 
be strong, pure, true, fratern al love it w ill 
penetrate all weak places and solid ify 
and unite in one indestructib le body all 
this material, and render it im pervious 
to the storms or floods w hich m ay beat 
against it. We m ust h ave this cement 
or our temple w ill fa ll. I f  the builders 
persist in using the sharp edged tools of 
fault-finding, fraud-hunting and constant 
criticism, driving the cold chisel of sus
picion and doubt into the foundation, they 
will greatly im pare the so lid ity  of the 
structure. W hy not app ly  to m edium s 
the rule established for the conduct of 
courts of justice regarding suspected 
criminals that, uall men are considered 
innocent until proven guilty.”

To P aren ts .

In this issue of the D o v e  we have re
sumed the Children’s Departm ent which 
was omitted several months ago. I t  is 
our aim in this departm ent to present 
spiritual truths in  a m anner easily  to be 
comprehended by children. I t  is not 
necessary when there are so m any beau
tiful, interesting and instructive books 
and magazines published, adapted to 
children, to give in this jou rn al a repeti
tion of sim ilar instructions. W hat we 
desire is to fam iliarize the children with 
the spiritual world, the occupation and 
manner of living there as explained to us 
through seers and m edium s. We want 
to eradicate a ll ideas of an orthodox 
heaven and hell from the m inds of the 
young and substitute the beautiful, ra 
tional ideas embodied in our spiritual

philosophy of the future life and its pos
sibilities for happiness or misery. We 
want to familiarize them with tin; idea of 
the constant presence of angel guardians 
who are interested in all the affairs of 
our m aterial life and so shape our cir
cumstances and surroundings as to de
velop the highest good in all. We would 
urge upon parents the formation of home 
circles in which even quite little ones can 
join and thus develop or keep alive the 
natural mediumship which is the inheri
tance of all and not a special gift to a few. 
Children are all clairvoyant, and if pro
perly instructed from the first would 
ever retain the faculty which, usually, 
is wholly dormant through disuse by the 
time they are twelve years of age. We 
earnestly solicit the co-operation of pa
rents and teachers to assist us in this de
partment of our work. Many a beautiful 
bud of mediumship has been nipped at 
its first opening, through the ignorance of 
parents, who have punished their children 
for “ ly ing,”  as they called it, when the 
little ones have told them of seeing what 
the parents did not see. Let us sacredly 
guard this faculty above all others in our
children. ---------

Benefit Meetings.

The Sunday evening meetings con
ducted by the Society of Progressive 
Spiritualists at Washington H all, San 
Francisco, are beneficiary in their object 
and doing much good. Every Sunday 
evening some heart is made glad by the 
k ind ly  remembrance of friends who pat
ronize these meetings, and many a 
“ Slough of Despond” has been for the 
time bridged over by the aid thus ren
dered to those who sorely need. The 
best mediums in San Francisco and'Oak
land volunteer their services on these oc
casions, and the result is a well-filled 
hall each n ig h t; for no matter how 
loudly some m ay cry “ fraud ! ”  the peo
ple w ill continue to investigate for them
selves, accepting the statements of none; 
as true and impartial when it is well 
known the parties making such state
ments have never personally investigated 
the matter. There is not a night but; 
that some one receives some test which 
is convincing and satisfactory through 
the mediums at these meetings. On one 
occasion we heard a lady relating her 
experience say that she had always ridi

culed mediums and everything pertain
ing to Spiritualism, but after having had 
a sitting with Dr. Schlesinger that even
ing she was prepared to retract all she 
had said and beg the pardon of every 
medium for all the unkind words she 
had ever spoken against them. She had 
received proof positive that it was a 
grand truth. That was but one of m any 
whom we have heard make sim ilar state
ments, declaring they went into that 
hall skeptics, but went away firm ly con
vinced of the genuineness of the m ani
festations and the truth and beauty of 
the philosophy. The great need among 
Spiritualists as well as all other classes 
is to practice what they p reach ; and 
this advance step taken by the Progres
sive Spiritualists is worthy of the liberal 
support and co-operation of all, irrespec
tive of cliques or clans. May others 
who have been surfeited with preaching 
during the last six months assist the di
gestion of truths already received in a 
similar practical manner.

The Temperanc-e Problem.
While conversing with a temperance 

advocate and recent nominee for Con
gress, a few days ago, the question of his 
defeat was brought up, and he remarked 
that “ if  it had not been generally known 
that he was a sound temperance man, he 
might have secured the nomination, but 
his party knew it would be certain fa il
ure should they put a man of his princi
ples in the field, consequently a whole
sale liquor dealer received their votes.”  
And these are the men to whom is 
entrusted the management of the in
tricate and wonderful m achinery we call 
the Government. Men who dare not select 
a clean, honest man to represent them 
for fear of defeat at the polls by the v i
cious, drinking, immoral portion of the 
community, and, therefore, instead of 
making an appeal to the better elements 
of society to lend their aid in the elec
tion of a worthy man. they cater to the 
depraved element because they fear its 
power, and nominate a candidate whose 
popularity with that element will insure 
bis election. Surely the time has come 
when those who have the welfare of the 
rising generation at heart should act in 
concert to defeat the monster of intem
perance' which threatens in a few years 
more to totally undermine and destroy



the honor and morality of I,he nation. IF 
our legislators have to lx; selected from 
or run the gauntlet of the “ whisky ring” 
to secure their Heats in our Stale leg isla 
ture or hulls of Congress, we had better 
dispense with the “ whisky rings” as noon 
as possible, in order to have pure, whole
some laws enacted by a body of pure, 
noble-minded men. The great problem 
to be solved just at the present time is: 
Mow can this be accomplished ?

Mr. Colville’s Closing Services.

We give in this issue a synopsis of 
Mr. Colville’s farewell address in San 
Francisco, Friday morning, October 1st, 
at the close of which he bade adieu'to 
his friends and took the train for the 
southern part of the State, where ar
rangements had been made for him to 
speak in San Diego during October. 
Then he will return to his work in Bos
ton. During his stay upon this Coast 
many persons have become interested 
in Spiritualism  who had previously 
treated it with indifference, and many 
others were drawn into sympathy with 
his work through his metaphysical 
teachings who were interested in the sci
ence as it had been taught before his 
com ing; therefore conditions were ex
tremely favorable for the success of bis 
ministration. Mr. Colville received 
many expressions of flic •friendship and 
esteem of his classes in Oakland and 
San Francisco. On the occasion of bis 
last lecture in this city the members of 
his class presented him with an elegant 
[flush band-embroidered altar cloth, a 
line gold watch and chain, also many 
smaller tokens of remembrance. Miss 
Young was presented with a gold chain 
and seal and other gifts from personal 
friends in both cities. Mr. Colville’s last 
evening lecture in San Francisco was 
delivered September 2 l!th, in Assembly 
Hall. The Moral decorations on this oc
casion, as in Oakland, were profuse and 
beautiful. The music was in harmony 
with the peculiar services customary on 
such religious festivals, it being the .Jew
ish New Year. The subject, “ Behold, I 
make all things new I”  Before the lee- 
lu re  began Honorable Amos Adams was 
introduced and presented the following 
r e -elution:-; which were, adopted.

W hereas, The ministrations of Mr.

w . .1. Colville, as a Lecturer ami Teacher 
being about to terminate for the present, 
on lh<' Ba.eifie coast, after four months of 
arduous and most successful labors; and

W hereas, We, the attendants upon 
his teachings, being desirous o f express
ing our heartfelt interest in him and his 
noble work, do hereby unanimously 
agree to the following resolutions:

I{(mlved, That as an inspirational 
speaker, Mr. W. .J. Colville stands, if not 
the foremost one, at least in the front 
ranks of teachers in this or any other 
country. The purity of thought, the 
high morals he teaches, the masterly 
logic he uses, the total absence of denun
ciation of other forms of belief, his con
vincing arguments in favor of the higher 
phases of Spiritualism, attract to his 
meetings, the intelligent, the thoughtful 
and the seekers after truth from all 
creeds and from no creeds.

Resolved, That in the public lectures 
and private teachings of Mr. Colville we 
have ever received the highest spiritual 
and moral lessons— lessons embodying 
the broadest charity and the sublimest 
truths in the spirit of the (Jolden Rule,) 
and therein, have obtained valuable aid 
to a higher and better life.

Resolved, That we recognize, and 
hereby affirm our belief, that in all the 
grand utterances of Mr. Colville, we are 
indebted to the noble land of invisible 
intelligences that inspire and illumine 
him while speaking.

Resolved, That in his departure to 
other fields of labor, we feel that we are- 
called upon to suffer a great deprivation. 
But we console ourselves in the belief 
that the time is not distant when his 
footsteps will again be turned to these 
western shores to remain with us as a 
permanent teacher.

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing 
preamble and resolutions he furnished to 
the dolden dale and C a r r i e r  D o v e  for 
publication.

Mr. Colville has promised to return to 
this Coast within the corning year and 
should no unforsecn event prevent, his 
many warm friends will soon have the 
[Measure of welcoming him among them 
once more, for time speeds by so swiftly 
a few months will soon pass, when all the 
tender friendships so recently formed will 
be revived an<l strengthened in the days 
to come, ---------

T n k Spiritual OJferiny and C a rrier  
Dove will he sent to new subscribers for 
the small sum of three dollars per year. 
'Phis Offer holds good for the remainder 
of Ibis year. .Subscriptions received at 
either office.

BOOK NOTICE.
Tifh IHcmmon !ty ' j'fi'CM /, li m. M I'tn iidK,' ,

I'hi I'c'»[,liy( f,y ‘ Himu l WiriCD, hul'iidi of ',,v/ 
HU nt-k One, 'I wo and 'I (ir< c , "  I o'u Icj/b Jr*-;
Fo 1 ft 1(5 by Col by A Hi( h, Bo tot), ftfHl - ■ •
. 'Hi, M< i.ojHii 'I cun,, p/ioo % 1 l>.
This is the third edition of this, 

lent book, If is prefaced by a biograph
ical sketch, written \>y Hudson Tuttle. 
'I be first two chapters a.re devoted to }Le 
“ Harmony of Beligioo.”  Then follow-: 
biblical testimony in favor of Spiritual
ism with description of phenomena ob
served by the writer. The me: sag' of 
the home circle are perhaps the most sat
isfactory part of the book. About orie- 
h a lfo fth o  volume is occupied bv spirit 
communications, most of which are of a 
high order, although nearly all, being 
from Methodist friends of Mr. Watson, 
are more or less; tinged with Methodism. 
'The book is a, valuable contribution to 
spiritualistic literature, and is especially 
valuable as a stepping-stone from the 
bondage of the church to the freedom of 
individual i ri vostigation.

T he dolden dale arid C a r r ie r  Bovs 
sent one year to any address for •!'4.00.

F rom the Spiritual Offerin'] of October 
10th, we learn that the editress, Mrs. 
Nettie P. Fox, is lecturing to large and 
appreciative audiences in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. The Enquirer, the most influen
tial secular paper of that city, gives a 
report of the lectures which is highly 
complimentary to Mrs. Fox.

This year of 188(5 began on Friday; 
contains fifty-three Fridays and will end 
on Friday. Four months in the year 
have five F rid ays; five changes of the 
moon occur on Friday, and the longest 
and shortest day in the year are Fri
days. Has this anything to do with the 
earthquake?

Mr. (J. was pastor of a Baptist church 
in a certain town in one of the Western 
States. Ilf. bad been on very bad terms 
with his flock for some lime. 'I lay 
abused him whencvei they could find oc
casion, and lie reciprocated with equal 
readiness. Before his contract with the 
parish expired lie received the appoint
ment of Chaplain at the State Prison, 
d ated  at this lucky opportunity of get
ting rid of him, the congregation came 
in fu|| numbers to bear bis farewell ser
mon, perhaps h to compliment than to 
annoy him with their presence. Groat 
was tln ir astonishment., and still greater 
tlicir anger, when I lie reverend gentleman 
chose for bis text the following words: 
“  I go to prepare a place for you, * *
that where I am there ye may be also.



^ j l t u - c n ' s  i l c y a v t m o t t *

Lily Benton.

BY JULIA SCHLESINGER.
P kak  C h i l d r e n  : The dear Spirit

,ui jeSt who help me send out their mes- 
<onsor7the C a r r i e r  D o v e , each month 
to your papas and m am as, have instruct
ed nw to devote a portion of its pages to 
messages they wish to send to the ch il
dren. " These instructions they w ill em
body in a true story of a little girl who 
0nce lived on earth, but who is now a 
bright, beautiful, spirit. Y ou  all love to 
hear stories, and I  am sure the dear 
guides will interest you and teach you 
many valuable things in the history of 
little Lily Benton.

This little girl was born aw ay in the 
East, in the great city of New York. Her 
papa was a rich m erchant and L ily  
lived in a beautiful home, and had every 
thing nice to m ake her happy. H er 
mama was a very religious woman and 
took little L ily  to Sunday school every 
Sunday in a large fashionable church 
where many elegantly dressed children 
and their parents attended. Here L ily  
was taught many things she could not 
then understand, and when she would 
ask questions, was told that it was sinful 
to doubt the teachings of the B ible as 
explained by her pastor and teacher in 
the Sunday school. T hey said the devil 
put doubts into the m inds of the young 
in order to prevent their believing in J e 
sus and being saved from hell. When : 
Lily would ask “ W hy did God let the, 
deni do such naughty th in gs?”  she was ' 
told it was permitted in wisdom to try j 
men’s souls and see who were worthy oi 
salvation. This seemed all very strange 
to Lily, who was a bright, intelligent 
child, and one who was a lw ays asking 
irhy were things so ; but of course every- 1 
bodv believed these things, therefore tliev 
must be true. M any times when L ily  
was alone in her bed at night, pictures oi 
hell and the great, u g ly  devil would 
come before her in im agination and she 
would cry out in terror and pray  “ dear 
God, save me from that awful place 
many times the remembrance of some 
little thoughtless act would cause her to 
cry herself to sleep) for fear she would go 
to hell for having done such a wicked 
thing. One day L ily  com plained of h av
ing a sore throat and headache, and her 
mama sent for the doctor, who was a 
kind gentleman and gave her some med
icine, saying he would call again in the 
evening. He did so, and found L ily  
quite ill. Then began the struggle for 
life. The doctor soon summoned o th er, 
counsel and together they discussed what  ̂
was the best mode of treatment. L ily  
was the only daughter, and her parents 
were almost wild with grie f at the bare

' thought of losing her. No pains or cx- 
i pense was spared to save their darling, 
but diphtheria in a malignant form was 
abroad in the land and many fair young 
buds were nipped from the parent tree, 

j and among that number was L ily  Ben
ton. It was near evening when the doc
tor said there was no more hope— L ily ’ 

: must die. The mother was kneeling by 
: the couch of her loved child praying that 
God would spare her a little longer. The 
father stood silent and stern, vainly try
ing to school himself to meet the trial 

1 calm ly and resignedly. He was a nia- 
i terialist, and this, to him, ended all of life 
’ for his precious child. He had not the | 
sublime faith of the mother, which told 

: her that sometime, somewhere, she would : 
meet her child again. Outwardly, for 

: appearance sake, he had attended church 
' and contributed liberally to its support.
' although m aking no professions of faith ; 1 
I yet inwardly he despised all the vain, i 
soulless ceremonies, and looked forward 
to death as a ‘dreamless sleep’ which end
ed all. No wonder then, when the death 
angel invaded their home both Mr. and 
Mrs. Benton were quite unprepared to 
yield their darling up. They could not 
see the band of shining spirits gathered 
around the form lying so white and still 
before them. They could not hear the 
sweet music which greeted the new born 

I child into the spirit world. They did 
not know how tenderly and lovingly the 
beautiful ones bore their darling away 
to her new home in the Summer land. 
Of this home and L ily ’s reception there, 
we will tell v’ou in the next chapter.

D e a r  C h i l d r e n  r It has been a long 
time since we have conversed through 
the instrum entality of the C a r r ie r  
D o v e  ; but during these months of si
lence you have not been forgotten. I 
have often wished we could meet again 
in our pleasant Lyceum, as we did two 
years ago, and now the time has come j 
when this can be. Do you know, darl
ings, that through the efforts of some 
dear lover of children a new organization 
has been effected which is called “ The 
Hamilton Band of Hope”  in memory of 
dear Mr. Hamilton, who passed to spirit 
life one Easter morning while standing 
in his pulpit in Hamilton church?

This new Lyceum, or Sunday school, 
will meet every Sunday in Hamilton 
H all, and all the children with their pa
rents are invited to be present. We 
shall devote some space in the C a r r ie r  
D o v e  to the doings of this society, and 
hope to receive many friendly letters for 
this department, from those interested in 
the wcrk,

Send in your orders early for the holi
day number of the Ca rrier  Dove.

Woman Suffrage Extracts.
From the Spiritual Offering.

The church as a body, relying upon 
the Bible as an infallible guide in faith 
and practice, stand opposed to granting 
woman suffrage. There are individual 
members of nearly till the sects, how- 

' ever, who refuse obedience to this church 
mandate, and are working nobly for the 
cause of right. Among ibis number we 
find our personal friend and neighbor 
for more than thirty years, Honorable 
Albert Williams, of Ionia, Michigan, 
with whom we had a pleasant visit while 
in that State last month. Like ourself, 
(he in the church, however, and we on 
the outside) he has worked earnestly for 
temperance and woman’s right to vote. 
Before us is a speech made by him some 
years ago (the same year, if  we m istake 
not. he was the Prohibition candidate for 
Governor), from which we make the fol
lowing extracts:

“ Without the ballot woman is. for all 
practical purpose of public policy of 
whatever kind, dwarfed into the merest 
and most useles pigmy. Office-seeker' 
do not inquire after her. Public plun
derers do not care for her. Aren strug
gling for good government cannot be 
helped by her. Bitt like the drone in 
the bee-hive she is subject to the caprice 
and power of the swarms of men around 
her. It is the sting of the ballot that 
commands respect, even reaching tlmse 
so low in the quagmire of vice as to be 
beyond the longest and lowest reach of 
all mortal entreaties. Until woman is 
possessed of this poirer—one that makes 
and unmakes rulers and governments as 
well—in fact, that rears, adorns, and 
perpetuates the great Temple of Liberty, 
or defiles, mars, and destroys it— she 
will, in her virtues, tread her kitchen 
round, wasting there the outside good, 
which, with the ballot, she might do. 
The best educator of the boy, so would 
she be his best .manhood support, did 
she go with him to the polls : for she has 
a greater interest in him— in father, hus
band. brother, and son—than any man 
possibly can have. Then let her rise up, 
receive her remaining rights, and perform 
her nobler duties also, thereby the better 
leavening the great lump of humanity. 
Many a man says he will give you the 
ballot if  you desire it. Then ask and re
ceive it.

“ Surely, good men. and rightly viewed, 
by a much greater reason, bad men also, 
have much, very much more to hope, 
than to fear, from woman suffrage : and 
you. women. 0  ! how much have you to 
hope from it. The wicked haunts where 
your fathers, husbands, brothers, and 
sons linger until the sm all hours of tHe 
night, and you. in the meantime, filled 
with painful suspense, and perhaps hun
gry and cold, with only the lamp of love



burning, look out and watch through the 
still, gloomy darkness, to see some sign 
of their coming, and your heart aches 
and bleeds, and bleeds and aches, be
cause of your fears as to h ow  they will 
come, when they d o  come, and you re
member the ruin already extensively 
wrought in them, and the impaired 
health and comfort of yourselves and 
little ones who lean upon them for com
fort and support, and of whom the ab
sent one constitutes a part of life itself, 
—how, with the ballot would you scat
ter those haunts as straws are scattered 
before the wind, thus snatching them 
from destruction, as brands from the 
burning, and saving them—better thus 
than not at all. For as the ivy, that 
climbs the giant oak, relying upon it to 
be upheld, only seems, with its little ten
drils, to cling the tighter, when the storm 
gathers and howls around it, threaten
ing to uproot it, so does woman in the 
hour of adversity, with her tendrils of 
love cling the tighter, to the dear one, 
whose prostration, from whatever cause, 
is threatened. Surely woman ca n  be 
trusted.

"A nd the seven-by-nine divines, who 
now ‘play second fiddle’ in  e f fe c t , to the 
whiskey victors, in opposing woman suf
frage, by thrusting up biblical construc
tions which stick in the bark of theology, 
losing sight of the substance of things, 
cannot discover their mistake too soon 
for the credit of themselves and the good 
of humanity. It is, indeed, lamentable, 
that such lilliputians, withbible in hand 
and not understood, have thus ever run 
in hot haste to oppose all great reforms 
in government and discoveries in science, 
whether it were the making of the earth, 
or the abolition of slavery, and it is time 
it ceased, such adventurers striving to 
lead no more in the dark.

“ Then in the light of such considera
tions, shall we not all work and pray, as 
best we can, that God in the plentitude 
of His goodness, will speed the full, 
broad day of woman suffrage, the cer
tain coming of which, at no distant pe
riod, is heralded by its gray dawn now 
seen upon the political horizon, tire day 
when government, deriving its just pow-

i ,•

of Christ, shall, moved by bis increased 
light and sense of justice, entrust her 
with the ballot also.”

That is pretty strong language for a 
member of the church, and we sincerely 
hope our friend m ay bring the whole 
membership up to his advanced position.

Mrs. Livermore sa y s : “ A little over
fifteen years ago England gave municipal 
suffrage to unmarried women on the same 
terms as men. It proved so great a suc
cess, especially in school m anagem ent! tion that they have seen 
and in the care of the poor, that last year 
the same right was accorded to the wo- street 
men of Scotland. In  1880 the women of 
the Isle of Man who owned real estate 
equal in value to $ 2 0  a year were given

A Spirit _on the Roof.
According to the Providence 

previous to Mrs. Ross vacating her Iiouse 
in that city, spirits had acquired power 
sufficient to enable them to appear out
side the building, so as to be seen by 
those who happened to be passing at the 
the time.

“ Strange though it seems,” says that 
paper, “ a large number of people have 
lately been ready to stake their reputa-

a ghost on the 
roof of a certain house on South Main 

several Sunday nights past. It 
issued from a dormer window, walked 
out on the fiat roof to a very dangerous 
point, and then retired. It was clad in a

the parliam entary franchise. When the white robe, which fluttered lightly in the
women voted in 188 1 for the first time 
the local press announced that ‘the new 
political element acted in the most ad
mirable manner.’ In the United States 
the woman suffrage movement has 
achieved a most enviable status, numeri
cally and morally. In 1869 the Territory 
of Wyoming gave full suffrage to women. 
At the end of ten years the Hon. J .  W.

breeze. The story has a voucher in the 
fact that a famous spiritualistic medium 
lived in the house and held seances on 
Sunday evenings. The house is next 
north of Am ateur Dramatic Hall, and 
the watchman in an establishment close 
by was the most trustworthy witness.” 

This witness is reported to say that 
the form did not return to the window.

Kingman, a graduate of H arvard College, hut while standing at the dangerous point 
and for four years a Judge of the supreme instantly flashed out of sight—demateri- 
court of that Territory, wrote that ‘the ! alized.—Banner of Liqht.
general influence of women suffrage has 
been to elevate the tone of society and to 
secure the election of better men to office.’ 
After seventeen years’ experience the peo
ple of Wyoming are more in favor of w o-!

To W hom  it May Concern.

or
man suffrage than ever 
that ‘the law's were never respected 
enforced, nor crime punished, nor prop
erty and life protected as since woman 
has taken her place in the jury-box and 
at the polls.’ Twelve States of the Am er
ican Union have given women school- 
suffrage, w'hich in some States lim its them 
to a vote for school committees and in 
others gives them the right to vote on all 
matters relating to the public schools, 
and makes them eligible to the offices of j 
county and state superintendent. They 
are elected or appointed to such offices as 
county clerk, register of deeds, pension 
agent, prison commissioner, state libra
rian, overseer of the p>oor, school super
visor, school superintendent, executors 
and administrators of estates, trustees

This is to certify that I  have been deaf 
in both ears a long time ; that I came

They declare un(per Dr. Darrin’s treatment November

ers from all, resting upon the shoulders and guardians, engrossing clerks of state 
of all, being the sovereign will of all, j legislatures, superintendents of woman’s

state prisons, college principals and pro
fessors, and members of boards of state

making obedience to all, and blessing all. 
shall stand large, and strong, and grand, - 
in the symmetry which man m ade; but charities, lunacy, and correction. Pres

ident Grant appointed over 5,000 women 
to the office of postmistress. ‘And a l
though many women have been appointed 
to positions in departments of govern-

bedecked in a resplendent halo of virtue 
imparted to it by the purity of woman’s 
character— she who is the sister of her 
who wTas fitly chosen, even unto m an’s 
exclusion, as the mother of Him who 
opened the great heavenly door of the 
world’s salvation. Yes, I repeat, then,

25, 1885, and was cured by his treatment 
in five minutes, and that I can now hear 
as perfectly as I  ever could in my life. I 
can hardly believe my own senses, for I 
had thought m y affliction beyond the 
reach of human aid. When I came to 
the Doctor I.w as very deaf. Now I can 
hear a pin drop, the ticking of a watch 
and the slightest sound about me. I can 
1 e referred to at Napa City, Cal.

C h a r l e s  D . M cK in to s h .
Mr. Mitchell, of the New Zealand Fire 

Insurance Company, tells his experience 
with a magnetic doctor :

This is to certify that, having suffered 
with chronic catarrh for more than ten 
years, I  consulted Dr. Darrin, and after 
a few weeks’ treatment 
only relieved but cured, 
at 4 12  California street.

Geo.
Below are some other 

D arrin’s po w er:
D. A. Brennan, Emeryville, Alameda 

! county, Cal. ; rheumatic gout and partial 
, paralysis. Came on crutches, and was

find myself not 
I can be seen

M. Mitchell. 
evidences of Dr.

m ay God speed that glad day— the time y o u r  c o m m itte e  a re

ment, and to important employments and cured in one week, and left crutches with 
trusts,’ said Senator B lair of New Hamp-| the Doctor.
shire from his seat in Congress,’ ' n s f a r  a s  j W. H. Watkins, 2 12  Twelfth street.

a w a r e n o  c h a r g e  o f  i n -  San Francisco; bronchitis, rheumatism
when man, seeing that God entrusted c o m p e te n c e  o r  m a lfe a s a n c e  i n  o f f e r  h a s  and kidney 
woman alone with the mortal parentage e v e r  b een  s u s ta in e d  a g a in s t  a  w o m a n . ’ " | month.

complaint. Cured m one



H. T. Wood, e ig h ty  y e a rs  old, 
' ’ Ellis street, San  F ra n c isc o  ; d eaf- 

1^’ Cured.
i,(" ( J. Clemment, 3 16  Jo n e s  street, 

' pranciseo; cancerous grow th . C u red  
I fjtfo months.

^-Assemblyman Jo h n  P atterso n , L in -  
SanJoaquin county, C a l . ;  c a ta rrh  

^;,ty-five years and d e a f ten  y e a rs .
eured-
1 }fr, S. Regensburger’s ch ild , 2 19 ^  E lm  
,'ll0e, San F ra n c isc o ; d ro p sy  o f  the 

;;' l  Cured with four m agn etic  treat-
meats-

prank Perkins, 6  C en tral P la c e , S a n  
rrancisco; contraction o f the cords o f 
,i,e neck and deafness. R esto red  a lso  

daughter, who was cured o f p a ra ly s is  
the muscles of the shoulder an d  side.

T h o u gh ts for the Tim es.

For biliousness, constipation, an d  h il
arities of the blood use the T o n ic  L iv e r  
Alls, prepared and sold at D r. F e a r n ’s 
jrmacy, corner Tenth and AVashington 

i-reets, Oakland. T w enty-five cen ts per 
a. per post twenty-six cents.

Our A d vertisem en ts.

Oar patronage is co n tin u a lly  in creas- 
i which argues fa v o ra b ly  for the 

Aye as an advertising m edium . T h is  
.. nth we have been obliged to ad d  tw o 
itra pages in order to accom m odate our 
w patrons. AVe would c a ll special a t 

trition to these business and p ro fession al 
”ds as we do not insert the ca rd s o f 

-my but reliable parties and  those who 
ft first-class in their respective ca llin g s . 

:ties from a distance w ish in g  to order

Immunity from Criticism of those accomplishing good. Preponderant Good of Present-day Christianity—“Try the Spirits.”—Good faith of mediums teaching— Reincarnation—Sources of Spiritual Kevealments— Reincarnation not supplementary to prior Spiritual Philosophy.—A. J. Davis ami Reincarnation.—Urah- manic Origin of Reincarnation.
BY  WILLIAM EMMETTE COLEMAN.

T h e editor of the C a r r i e r  D o v e  is 
r ig h t in  statin g , in  the October number, 
th a t  it is uot alone good motives, but a 
predom inance o f good results, that, in her 
opinion, should secure im m unity from 
u n favo rab le  critic ism , and in so far as 
th is  point w as not more strongly brought 
out in  m y  rem arks in that num ber I  e x 
tend to her the amende honorable. But 
th a t the good accomplished, as w ell as the 
actu atin g  good m otives, was not left un
noticed  b y  me, is evident from the quota
tion m ade from  m y  rem arks in the editor
ia l  re jo in d er thereto, wherein I  say, “ Our 
orthod ox brethren  teach excellent m oral 
tru th s, and do much good in the world 
thereby, nevertheless they are sharp ly  
critic ised  b y  m y  critic  and others.”  In 
dependent o f their strict relevancy to the 
ed ito r’s conclusions, m y  rem arks con
cern in g  good m otives, I  think, embody 
som e tru th s o f moment.

I f  I  un d erstan d  m y critic aright, her 
position is, th at when the good accom p
lish ed  b y  a n y  person or institution, over
b alan ces the ev il, we should, in view of 
the preponderance o f the good, refrain 
from  critic ism  of the evil, and co-operate 
w ith  the in stru m en talities productive of 
the good ; and in  illustration  she states 
th at i f  the good accom plished by the 
C h ristian  C hurch  overbalances the evil, 
S p ir itu a lis ts  
sh ou ld  cease 
and jo in  hands w ith  the churches in the corrected, 
prom otion o f their good work. From  
th is position I  decidedly dissent. Inde
pendent o f the ev il that m ay be done by

dox bigots. But because one m ay  aid  
or encourage the good done b y  the 
churches, that should he no im m u n ity  
against unfavorable criticism  o f and op
position to the evil that they m ay  do or 
the false doctrines that they m ay  in cu l
cate. F u ll credit should be given them  
for a ll the good accom plished, but at the 
same tim e a ll their errors and m isdeeds 
should be tru th fu lly  antagonized. S tric t 
justice dem ands that this be done. The 
blind partisan spirit, so often seen m an i
fested in certain schools o f Freeth in kers 
and Spiritualists (bitter denunciation of 
C hristianity as a whole, ignoring its good 
points and exaggerating the ev il) , is 
much to be deplored. L iberals ought to 
be fair and im partial, and above a ll else 
be strictly  ju st  to those of differing faith . 
The lab id , wholesale abuse of C h risti
an ity and a ll connected therewith, o 
freely indulged in  by some Sp iritu a lists  
and Freethinkers, is d isgusting to every 
lover o f exact justice.

I  cannot endorse the principle that be
cause the preponderance of work accom 
plished by an in d iv idual (say  Air. Col
v ille) or an institution (such as the 
Church) is of a good character, criticism  
of the rem aining portion not good, is de
barred. Xot at a ll. It  is the d u ty  of 
every lover of truth and of the good to 
oppose a ll evil or error, no m atter in 
what com pany it m ay be. I f  n inety- 
nine hundredths of the work accom 
plished by Mr. Colville or the church 
were good, we have an indubitable right, 
and it would he our dutv to fitting]v

•rive fair and honorable dealin g . T h is  
'"'ledge would m any tim es save  seri- 

-s trouble and loss to persons in  the in- 
Aior of the State who are obliged  to or- 
'"r goods from San F ran c isco  or O ak- 
' • as it is difficult to ju d g e  who are 
Riorable dealers from  the a d v ertise 
rs which appear in the o rd in a ry  
’ 'papers.
Reworks of Andrew Ja c k s o n  D avis, 
'Wised in this issue, are the stan d ard

oppose and criticize the rem aining one 
and other hum antarians i hundredth, to the end that the error or 
critic ism  of the church evil m ight be made m anifest and d u ly

I f  more evil than good is 
done by a person or an institution, that 
is no reason w hy the evil in the case 
should not be opposed. Because Air. 
Colville m ay be doing good in one d irec
tion. that does not preclude us from  op
posing and criticizing his errors in other 
directions.

The question is asked, Can I  honestly 
that the good resu lting from  

orthodox C h ristian itv  overbalances the

-»:ds of any description w h ich  are ad-
-rtised in our columns wfill be sure to j them , it is our d u ty  at a ll tim es to co

operate w ith  the churches and a ll else in 
fu rth eran ce o f every good work ; and this 
is la rg e ly  done b y  those unfavorable to 
the C h ristian  dogm as. E veryth in g  that 
is  good should be aided and encouraged,; affirm 
no m atter from  whence em an atin g ; and
ev eryth in g  evil should be opposed and! ev il?  H onestly speaking, as an uncom - 
d iscouraged, irrespective o f its source

i 011 the Spiritual ph ilosophy, and 
)race a great v a rie ty  o f sub jects

■ated
a**ced 

it

1,1 a m asterly m anner b y  ad-
intelligences from the sp ir itu a l

• No Sp iritu a list’s l ib ra ry  is
Ŵ 10ut a fi(A o f these v a lu ab le

Orders for them w ill be taken  
offiCo

prom ising opponent of C h ristian ity  in a ll 
No s tr ic t ly  conscientious person can a t ! its forms, orthodox and liberal, I unhesi- 
a n y  tim e act con trary  to these principles, i tatingly affirm  that so far as latter-d ay  
A n y  person who, owing to partisan spite Christianity is concerned, the good ac- 
or prejudice, refuses to encourage and j complished preponderates over the evil, 
a id  the church, or aught else, in the pros- The evils attending C h ristian ity , enu- 
ecution o f that which is undeniably good, i m erated by the editor in her rep ly, are 
s im p ly  because a portion of the church ’s i correctly stated, but they pertain  m ostly  
w orks are o f an ev il character and some to the C hristianity of the past. Ortho
o f her doctrines repugnant to his ideas of 

, tru th , is unw orthy the nam e of Liberal, 
j H e is a b ig o t; and “ L ib e ra l”  (?) bigots,! modified and improved by the spirit o f the 
o f whom  there are plenty, in Spiritual-i age— the progressive rationalism  o f this 
ism  and out, are as d istastefu l to every! and preceding centuries. U ndoubtedly 
true L ib era l, every conscientious lover of m any errors and evils still inhere in its 
th at w hich  is true and good, as are ortho- m ake-up; but as now operative, its in-

doxv is now vastly  different from  m edi
aeval ecclesiastic-ism. It  has been m uch



fluence is more beneficial than harmful, 
and it. is being farther improved as the 
years go by. In some respects it is still 
a necessary ev il; and though, like all 
systems of thought and action based up-1 
on erroneous premises, it is destined in 
time to pass away and be superceded by 
something better, justice demands that 
the wholesale denunciation of the church, 
the virulent exaggeration of its defects 
and evils (of which there are undoubt
edly many real ones, calling for fair, le
gitimate criticism and censure), and the 
suppression of its good traits and help
ful work for humanity, should cease, and 
that the truth be told, both pro and con, 
honestly, fairly, candidly. Condemn 
without stint that which is worthy of 
condemnation, but refrain from denunci
ation of that which rather merits praise 
than censure.

My critic says, "The whole philosophy 
of Spiritualism is based upon the testi
mony of spirits who have had experience 
in another life that mortals have 
had. I f we question these facts, all 
evidence of a future life is worthless. 
Again I am compelled to dissent. It is 
absolutely necessary that we s h o u ld  
‘•question these facts.” It would be the 
height of folly to accept blindly a “Thus 
saith the spirits” as a substitute for 
"Thus saith the Lord.” As reasoning

edly die just as Christianity. Mormonism 
and all the other theologicalisms must 
die and be buried—killed by the spread 
of scientific truth. The credulent accept
ance of nonsensical “ revelations” from 
the spirit world tends to bring Spiritual
ism into disrepute in sensible circles. 
This is the age p a r  e x c e l le n c e  of common 
sense, and unless Spiritualists exercise 
some fair degree of common sense in their 
judgement of the character and the pro
ducing causes of psychical phenomena, 
they weaken rather than strengthen 
the cause which they champion. Every 
alleged fact, then, in connection with 
communications from the spirit world, 
should be rigidly scrutinized, searchingly 
questioned, in order that the nutrient 
wheat may be carefully separated from 
the soul impoverishing chaff.

It is alleged that my statement, that 
the “ spiritual origin” of the messages 
teaching re-incarnation is “ very ques
tionable,” is “ a serious reflection upon 

not some of our most gifted mediums and 
our speakers, whose honor and integrity we 

cannot for a moment question.” The 
editor evidently misinterprets my mean-

and I re-affirm its truth, even if believers 
in or defenders of re-incarnation pro
nounce it absurd.

As parallel to the fact that reincarna
tion was not heard of in America until 
twenty years after the inauguration of 
the “ Rochester Knocking",” we are told 
that “ neither was slate-writing, spirit- 
photography. or materialization heard of 
until long after the first manifestations.” 
— the alleged reason being “ the minds of 
the people have to he prepared ‘by de
grees’ for the reception of ‘great truths.’ ” 
The parallel between these two does not 
hold good. Slate-writing and the other 
phenomena named were only a continu
ation or extension of the primitive phe
nomena and were of the same material 
character as the preceding phenomena, 
in no way in antagonism or in contradic
tion to the rapping, tipping, etc. The 
two were and are in perfect harmony. 
Besides, slate-writing, photography, and 
materalization, had their birth in Amer
ica, just as the initial phenomena had. 
The later physical phenomena are the 
flowering out, the natural extension of the 

! earlier phenomena ; both indigenous, each
No imputation upon the good credit in harmony with the other. The con

trary obtains in the matter of the philos
ophy of primitive Spiritualism and the 

fabricated the messages and knowingly ! dogmas of re-incarnation. The latter are 
palmed them off upon the world as the

of the mediums so teaching was in
tended ; it was not intimated that they

creatures, it is our duty to question every production of spirits. On the contrary, I
alleged fact in nature, most of all those 
purporting to emanate from an unseen 
realm of beings. Nothing should be ac
cepted as spiritual verity that, does not
give substantial proof of its being such, only the source of their so-called inspira- dogmatic Frenchman, and by him foisted 
First, we must establish, if we can, the; tions.

plainly stated that these teachings were 
the “ reflex of earthly notions impressed 
upon sensitives.”  The honesty of the 
sensitives was not called in question, but

in positive antagonism and in direct 
contradiction to the former. If one is 
true, the other is certainly false. One is 
purely American, the other an importa
tion from Roman Catholic countries, 
having its origin in the brains of a flightv,

supramundane, we must endeavor to 
discover the degree of reliability to be 
attached to it, as all spirits are not 
equally intelligent and many of them 
hold erroneous views owing to lack of 
knowledge, mental incapacity, etc., just 
the same as do those on this earth, 
see, then, that at every step the fact; 
should be questioned; and, on account; 
of the myriad contradictory statements 
which are constantly being given to the 
world as coming from “ spirits,” it is an 
impossibility not to question the facts. 
There is too little questioning of the 
facts done by Spiritualists; hence the 
vast quantity of folly, fanaticism, super
stition, fraud, etc., with which the move
ment has been encumbered since its very 
birth, in 1848. In order that Spiritual
ism may be placed upon a scientific basis 
— the only impregnable foundation— it is 
absolutely necessary that it be freed from 
all this burden, otherwise it will assur-

Mediums and others attribute 
genuine or spurious character of the phe- much to the spirit-world which is purely 
nomenon, next, if not due to deliberate mundane in origin. Sensitives mistake 
imposition, we must determine, if we ! the source of the “ ideas and impressions i 
can, the nature of its producing cause— j that they receive or give forth, making 
whether mundane or supramundane, or “ the spirits” the packhorse for all the 
a mixture of both, and lastly, if it be ; vagaries and inanities uttered or written

| by psychics. A s  the editor quoted my 
! attribution of the re-incarnation teach- 
i ings to the cause above stated, I fail to 
understand how it was that she “ misrep
resented” or “ misinterpreted” my views 

! so far as to intimate that I had attrib- 
W e1 rrted these messages to the personal dis

honesty of the mediums.
My critic again “ misrepresents” or 

“ misinterprets” me (of course unwitting
ly) when she says, “ That all of the posi-

on the spirit world through his strong 
magnetic impress upon two frivolous 
French girls, mesmeric sensitives, who. in 
response to his questions, gave him such 
answers on this subject as corresponded 
with his preconceived opinions. The re
incarnation philosophy does not supplant 
the philosophy of spirit-existence given 
from the spirit world prior to its intro
duction into Spiritualism, as slate-writ
ing, materialization, etc., supplement 
prior physical phenomena ; but it nega
tives the truth of the former philosophy, 
as given through American mediums, 
ancl seers, and thus declares the great 
mass of the spiritual teachings given 
by the wisest and best of American 
medial instruments concerning the spirit-

tive statements of individual experiences ual universe to be a mass of lies, 
by spirits through entranced mediums, ‘is 
the reflex of earthly notions infused upon 
spirits,’ is too absurd an idea to be en
tertained for a moment.” I have never 
at any time made any such sweeping as
sertion. It was only of “ supposed spirit 
teachings affirming the truth of reincar
nation that I stated, that they were “ the 
reflex of earthly notions,” and that this

There is no instance known of any 
alleged spiritual communication in favor 
of re-incarnation giving evidence of 
emanation from minds of such culture, 
wisdom and exalted spiritual knowledge 
as those given us from the inner life, 
embodying a philosophy of the spirit- 
country, in which reincarnation is ex
cluded as a fanciful delusion. So far

is the case 
the highest

we have 
and best

the testimony 
spirit teachings;

of j from the alleged spiritual teachers of, 
and the mundane believers in, the dogma



of successive re-embodiments, evidenc
ing any greater degree of “ spiritual 
illumination,”  or the possession of more 
illuminated understandings,”  than those 
not accepting its truth, the reverse is the 
case. There is no comparison between 
the crude, contradictory, unscientific 
effusions of the leading lights in re-incar
nation, and the able, sensible, scientific 
teachings of the best minds, and best 
spiritual revealments of those who reject 
in tolo this semi-barbarous delusion of 
ancient mystics, this relic of Braliman- 
istic and Buddhistic ignorance. This 
outre theory can never find any extended 
acceptance in the sturdy Anglo-Saxon 
mind, and vain will be the task of its 
few feeble adherents to propogate in 
Amelia and England that which com
mon sense and science alike prove to be 
utterly destitute of foundation.

In the same number of the C a r r ie r  
Dove containing this defense of re-incar
nation, is found a sketch of the life-work 
of A. J. Davis, the inspired teacher of a 
system of spiritual philosophy, compre
hensive and far-reaching, which, if  true, 
proves re-incarnation wholly untrue. It 
is well known that Mr. Davis regards 
re-incarnation as a delusion, and in his 
work on the “ Diakka,”  he attributes the 
so-called teachings from spirits on re-in
carnation to the mischievous pranks of 
sportive, tricksy, diakka lying spirits, 
making fun of those on earth foolish 
enough to believe the Munchausen yarns 
the Diakka tell them about re-incarna
tion. Search the whole realm of incarna
tion literature, and where can be found in 
it anything in any manner comparable 
to the writings of A. J .  Davis, as regards 
grandeur, beauty, ability?

Where is the superior illumination, the 
deeper spiritual insight, etc., the re-in- 
carnationists prate about as pertaining 
peculiarly to them and their irrational 
dogmas? Re-incarnation is no new thing 
in the world. For thousands of years 
the ignorant, unilluminated, semi-barbar
ous devotees of Brahmanism and Bud
dhism have cherished this idle fa n cy ; 
and see its retrogressive effects upon 
them. Lower and lower have the peo
ple accepting] its truth sunk in degra
dation and superstition.

Shall the pieopde of America reject the 
soul-elevating teachings receive^! from 
the spirit-world concerning spirit-pro- 
gression, in favor of the wild specula
tions of ignorant, ambitious priests in 
India, formulated in cupidity and for 
self-aggrandizement, nearly three thou
sand years ago? Long before Pythagor- 
as, the Brahmans taught re-incarnation, 
including animal transmigration, in con
nection with a number of other equally 
as absurd chimeras, all the offspring of 
ignorance. The Buddhists derived ideas 
from the Brahmans, from whom it is also

believed that Pythagoras derived h is1' 
ideas on this subject, Allan Kardee wan j 
a Pythagorean he]ore he wan a Spiritu a l-in i, \ 
and he succeeded in attaching to Spirit-! 
ualism in France this noxious dogma, I 
from which, prior to Kardee’s connection | 
therewith, it had been free. Instead of 
coming from the spirit-world, it had its 
origin in fanatical Hindu priests and ; 
from them through Pythagoras and Kar-j 
dec, it was foisted upon modern Spirit
ualism, of which it forms no inherent 
constituent, and from which in good ■ 
time it will be fully separated.

Dr. D. J . Stansbury, the celebrated 
slate writer, has been holding very suc
cessful seances with Dr. Schlesinger at 
this office. He also gave platform tests 
at the close of Mr. Ravlin’s lecture at! 
Hamilton Hall, Sunday evening, Octo
ber 24th, which were very satisfactory 
indeed.

Complete Works of A. J. Davis,
COMPRISING THIRTY VOLUMES,

l*lii lo so p li j  o f  S p e c ia l I 'rn  v id e lice t ..
In thin work tlje author llliistrnt* * hy a B :ri<;n of clairvoy- ant visions, and Justly liy un “ Argument., the whole chain of Hpcciul providences which mankind attribute to the di 

redacts of the Deity. Paper, 30 cents; cloth...................  w
M o r n in g  l . c c t u m .

Twenty-four discourses on a wide range <<f subjects are here given, un<| many anxious minds will firul tin-rein the consolation and instruction ho earnestly nought for from 'lay to day, but which iH unattainable in moie rfi rial 
work*. Several of the last lectures are of peculiar interest <f. 
to Hpi ritualists. Cloth................ ...............  ............>fl o)
A n s w e rs  to  E v e r -H c c u r r in ^  U u e s t io n *  

fr o m  fl ic  P e o p le .
Thin popular volume- a sequel to “ Penetralia'' .-.of the 

wide.it interest, the an ,wcrs contained therein comprising an attractive range of topics. The hook is admirably calcu
lated to awaken inquiry and develop thought.................  -1 5)
D ea th  a n d  l l ie  A ft e r -E i fe .

The following table of contents pre-*.n*e i by thin book 
will nerve to give the reader some insight a to w by .- , 
many editions <>f it have been sold. Its patrons are not 
confined to Spiritualists, but it ha- obtained a strong hold 
upon the liberal thinking public outside as well: 1 Death 
and the After-Life: 2 Scenes in the Summer-Land; 3 Society in the Hummer-Land; -I Social (’enters m the Sum
mer-Laud; 5 Winter-Land and .Summer Laud; Lan
guage and Life in Summer-Land; 7 Material Work for.spir
itual Workers; 8 Ultimates in the Summer-Land; 'J Voice from James Victor Wilson. Tin's enlarge 1 e lition con
tains mor,- than double the amount of matter in former 
editions, and is enriched by a beautiful fi onti.-p.ece. iJ! 
trating the “Formation of the Spiritual Body. Paper. ..
H a r b in g e r  o f  H e a lth .

From these pages is sought to be evolve 1 a plain an l sim
ple guide to health; and the kuowle Ige is imparte 1 where
by the individual availing himself of it maybe greatly a • 
sisted in resisting and overcoming the assault* oi disease.
More than three hundred prescription--. for the cure <*f 
over one hundred forms of disease, are given. As a book of 
family reference, it is adapted to universal use. The three 
volumes, “Physician," “Harbinger.' and ' Mental I>:- »r- 
ders” by Mr. Davis, would make a reliable me lica! library 
for a family, or for a student of philosophy and tine science 
of life and health.........................................................  $L50

A ll  Neatly Bound in Black Cloth, and Forming 
a Library in  Themselves. “ A Good Gift”  for 

a Birthday or Wedding Present, by 
Which to Begin and Continue a Life  

of Health, Progression and True 
Spirilua l Happin ess.

Principles of Nature; Her Divine R ev ela 
tions, an d  a  Voice to m a n k in d .

This work (in three parts), the first and most compre
hensive volume by this author, gives the basis and an am
ple outline of that Harmonial Philosophy of which be was
the pioneer. 34th edition.............................................. *3 50

lied line edition, full gilt, best morocco........................12 00 j
Great H a r m  oil i a.; Ileing a  Philosophical  

lLevelation of the Natural, Spiritual  
a n d  Celestial Universe.

Five volumes, viz: “The Physician,” “The Teacher," “The 
Seer,” “The Reformer," and “The Thinker/’ comprise this 
series, in which his views are more definitely expressed upon 
the origin and nature of man, the philosophy of health, dis
ease, sleep, death, psychology, healing, etc., etc.; spirit and 
its culture; the existence of God, magnetism, clairvoyance, 
etc. “The Reformer" is devoted to the consideration of 
“Physiological Vices and Virtues, and the Seven Phases of 
Marriage,” and treats upon the uses of the conjugal princi
ple, woman’s rights and wrongs, etc.; the entire work act
ing powerfully in the direction of mankind’s regeneration 
and happiness. “The Thinker is distinguished for its com
prehensiveness, analyzing, as it does, the nature and pow
ers of mind, illustrating the philosophy of universal prog
ress, and treating of the origin of life, and the law of im
mortality. These five volumes each................................ si 50
M a gic  Stuff: An A utobiography of A n 

d re w  Jackson D avis .
This is a well authenticated history of the domestic, so

cial, physical and literary career of the author, with his re
markable experiences as a clairvoyant and seer............... $1 75
A r a b u ia ;  or, The Divine Guest.

This book, while to some extent a continuation of the au
thor’s autobiography, is also a record of deeply interesting 
experiences, and gives a collection of Living Gospels from

Ancient and Modern Saints.........................................HI 50
Approaching- Crisis; or, T ru th  vs. T h e 

o lo g y .
Dr. BushueU’s Sermons on the Bible, Nature, Religion, 

Skepticism and the Supernatural, lieie find a keen and 
searching critic, the errors of the church dogmas upheld by 
the clergy being clearly proven. This review also containsa convincing essay on the “Origin of Evil.” .....................si 00
A Stellar K ey to the Summer-Camel.

This remarkable book which is illustrated with diagrams 
of celestial scenery—aims to direct the mind and thoughts 
into channels hitherto wholly unexplored, and to furnish 
scientific and philosophical evidences of the existence of an 
inhabitable sphere or zone among the suns and planets of space. Revised edition, uniform with the companion vol
ume, “Death and the After-Life.” Paper covers, 50 cts.;
cloth binding..................................................................  75
V ie w s  of Our H e a v en ly  H om e.

A sequel to “A Stellar Key.” Filled with new concep
tions of life and experiences beyond tlie grave. Illus
trated paper, 50 cjnts.....................................................  75

Free T h o u g h ts  Concerning R e l ig io n .
This sterling work, which has ju-t been r e r e  *rvp~ 1, 

and enlarged by the addition of many most telliiig ivh-: 
and agumeuts against the absurdities oi the •pui :r church 
doctrines, aims to present the most r«i lical thoughts, crit
ical and explanatory, concerning popular religious idea-, 
their origin, imperfections, an i the changes that must 
come. Paper, 50 cents; cloth........................................  75
Children’ s Progressive Lyceum.

This manual, containing directions regarding the fnuta
tion and management of a system of Sunday-sdioM- for 
the young, which shall b.'best adapted to both the i- •he-' 
and minds of the pupils in attendance, has accomplished 
great work among the members of our .Spiritual s: - :cie*i--.-.
To the end that Children's Progressive Lyceums may mluti- 
ply all over the land, we offer the latent editions at reduced 
prices- Single copy........................................... ................ 50
T!ie  D ia k k a  an d  Tlieir  E a r th ly  Victim s.

Being an explanation of much that is false and repulsive in Spiritualism, embodying a most important recent inter
view with Janies Victor Wilson, who has been for the i ast 
twenty-five years a resident of the Summer-Land. Pa’ er,
25 cents; Cloth.................................................................  50
H istory  a n d  P h iloso p h y  of E v il .

This volume has been recently re-stereotype L new matter 
introduced, and is now uniform with tbe Harmonia. It discusses the whole question of evil, and makes suggestions 
for more ennobling institutions and philosophical sys
tems Of education. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, firmly bound.. 75
H a r m o n ia l  M a n . or T h o u g h ts  for the Age

This book is also revised and re-stereotyped, so that it is 
uniform with the other volumes. It is designed to enlarge 
man's views concerning the political and ecclesiastical 
condition of America, and to point out the paths of re
form. Paper, 50 cents; cloth................................................75
M em oran d a  of Persons. P laces a n d

Events.
Here will be found Authentic Facts, Visions, Impressions. 

Discoveries in Magnetism, Clairvoyance and Spiritualism; 
also, Quotations from the Opposition. With an Appendix, 
containing Zschokke’s great story, “Hortensia. vividly por
traying the difference between the ordinary state and that 
of clairvoyance................................................................. >1 5g
Penetralia . C o n ta in in g  H a r m o n i a l  A n 

swers.
This work, which at the time, was styled by the author 

“the wisest book” from his pen, has been long prominently 
before the American public. While some of the chapters 
are overflowing with rare and glorious revelations of the 
realities of the world beyond the grave, others are devoted 
to many questions, theological and spiritual....... ...........M 75
Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse .

This volume is the first from the author directly on the 
subject of “.Spiritualism,'’ and its positions and principles 
and good counsels have stood the test of twenty years of 
the most varied and searching experiences by thousands of 
mediums and investigators. It i;> now offered in a new and 
beautiful form, with only a slight advance upon the price of 
the old editions. Cloth...................................................HI 25
The Inner Eife; or Spirit M ysteries E x 

plained .
This is a sequel to "Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse, 

recently revised and enlarged. It presents a eompend of the Harmonial Philosophy of “Spiritualism,” with illustra
tive facts of spiritual intercourse, both ancient and mod-



eru, ami a thorough anil original treatise upon the laws 
and conditions of medhunship. Priuted and published in 
first-rate style, with illustrations and diagrams. Cloth__ si 50

D is e a s e s  o f  th e  D r a inT h e  T e m p le :  On  
a n ti  Nerves.

A book of 4(>0 pages. Here are developed the Origin and 
Philosophy of Mania. Insanity and Crime, with full Direc
tions and Prescriptions for their Treatment and Cure. 
Frontispiece illustrative of Mother Nature Casting (D)evils 
Out of Her Children. Cloth.............................................. $ 1  50
T h e  F o u n t a i n :  W i t h  Jets o f  N e w  m e a n 

ing:*.
This is the book whose two chapters (viz.: xiii and xiv) 

brought down upon Mr. Davis the alarming charge of “Ke- 
cantation." But while the criticisms on the errors and ex
tremes of many in the ranks of Spiritualism, are conceded 
to be just and timely, the charge that the author had gone

back oil the spiritual facts and principles is seen to be with
out foundation. Its table of contents Is varied and inter
esting to tiie liberal thinker. Cloth..................................£1 00

T a le  off a  Pliyfticiaii; or I lie Seetls a n d  
F ru it  off C r im e.

In three parts, complete in one volume. Part I—Plant
ing the Heeds of Crime; Part 11 Trees of Crime in Full 
Bloom; Part 111 Heaping the Fruits of ('rime. A won
derfully interesting hook, in which society is unveiled, ami 
individual miseries and the great crimes caused by circum
stances brought to light. Cloth.....................................*1 00
T h e  tiiciftCMiN a m i  tttliic* off F o u ju ^ a l  L o v e .

This new book is of peculiar interest to all men and 
women. It treats of all the delicate and important ques
tions involved in Conjugal Love; is straightforward, unmis
takably emphatic, and perfectly explicit and plain in every 
vital particular. Cloth ....................................................  75

Iteyom l the  V a l l e y .
A Sequel to the Magic Staff, an Autobiography of Andrew 

Jackson Davis. Six beautiful illustrations pictming what 
the Seer has seen. "Beyond the Valley” is a companion 
volume to the "Magic Staff.” Cloth, >1.50. Full gilt.......*2.00

f?J^"Price of Complete Works of A. J. Davis, Bound 
in Cloth, $30.50.

These hooks can all be bound in morocco and full gilt, or in 
any style the purchasers may choose, at very reasonable prices.
Address the publishers of the Banner of Bight,

C O L E T  <2c B I C x I ,
Corner Bosworth and Province streets, Boston, Mass. In re
mitting by post-office money-order, or otherwise, please make it 
payable to Colby & R ioh .

SPIRITUAL PUBLICATIONS.

Beyond the Valley
A SEQUEL TO THE

MAGIC STAFF,
By ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS,

{Seer of the Hannonial Philosophy,)
Is his latest remarkable book, written and pub

lished within the past year.
It explains some of the steps that led to im

portant events in his private life. It will be 
as universally appreciated as any other vol
ume from his pen. The publishers receive or
ders for it from all parts of the civilized world. 
It contains six vivid diagram-illustrations, and 
treats upon subjects autobiographical, and ex
plains questions of universal interest.

The press generally, and the numerous dis
tinguished correspondents of the author in 
particular, have uniformly given to “Beyond 
the Valley ' a high and iniiuential position 
among the many works of this author.

P r ic e ,  S i n g l e  C o p y ,  $1.50; f o r  S e v e r a l  

C o p i e s  a  L ib e r a l  D i s c o u n t .  T h e  T r a d e  

S u p p l i e d .
Address COLBY & RICH, Banner of 

Light, corner Bosworth and Province streets, 
Boston, Mass.

S piritualists,
Send to LIGHT IN THE WEST, St. Louis, 
Mo., for a copy of a sixteen-page weekly, de- l 
voted to the Philosophy of Spiritualism, at 
81.00 per annum.

Motto —“ Let there be light.”

H O W  T O  B E C O M E
A MEDIUM IN YOUR OWN HOME.
I WILL SEND YOU A SIXTEEN-PAGE 

Pamphlet, containing full instructions, and 
a sealed letter designating all your phases of 

inediumship, also a copy of The Riddle of the 
American Spiritual .Sphinx, or the Lost Key 
Found, and a -ample copy of N. D. C. Axe, for 
only 15 cents, in one or two-ceut stamps. Ad
dress, JAMES A. BLISS.

474 A Broadway, South Boston.

O. C. LOGAN. J. S. G. GORDON.

FURNITURE, CARPETS, ETC.

RYAN & MELL0R,
D ealers  in new  and  second-h an d

Furniture, Bedding and House-Furnish
ing Goods.

1158 B r o a d w a y ,
Bet. 13th and 14th Sts., Oakland, Cal.

I O T O  HUGH BANKHEADG To Sell Your
f i  u n i t  v u e ,

No. 911, 913 and 915 Washington Street.

J. C. MUELLER,
U PHOLSTERER, AND DEALER IN FUR- 

niture,
1200 B r o a d w a y ,

Postoffiee Block, Oakland, California.
Diaperies, Loose Covers, Re-upholstering, 

Hair and Spring Mattresses to order.

LYON & KINSEY,
■jpURNITURE AUCTION HOUSE.

912 , 914 & 916 W a s h i n g t o n  St.,
New and second-hand Furniture, Carpets, 

Bedding, etc., of every description, at private 
sale, at Auction Prices. Call and see.

J. J. LERRI & CO’S
C ARPET BEATING AND RENOVATING 

Works,
361 A: 363 13tH, n e a r  W e b s te r ,
Sewing, Re-Fitting, and Bordering a Spec

ialty. Our new steam process will brighten 
colors and kill moths.

A. ROBINSON,

LOGAN A: GO RDO N,

I )  EAI, ESTATE DEALERS AND LOAN 
V Agents. Houses Rented and Rents Col

lected.
Office, 481 Ninth. Street,

OAKLAND, CAL.

0 . 1. DENISON & CO.
Ag en ts  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e , sa le

and care of
R E A L  E S T A T E .

General Insurance Solicitors; Loans Negotia
ted; Houses Rented and Rents Collected. 

950 Broad.way.
Comer Ninth Street, Oakland. Telephone 277.

L. P E R E S ,
B A Y  C I T Y  M A R K E T ,

Sf. E. CORNER

Eleventh and Washington Sts.,
OAKLAND, CAL.

S TEAM CARPET-BEATING, BRUSHING 
and Airing Machine,

519 Second S ir e d ,
OAKLAND, CAL.

Carpets cut, sewed and laid in first-cla-s 
style. All orders by mail promptly attended 
to.

S H I E L D S  & S O N ,  
Dealers in Furniture,

401 A: 403 T w e l f t h  St., Oakland,

H a v e  in store  a  large  stock of
first-class Furniture, from the Alameda 

Furniture Factory, also a choice selection of 
goods from the most celebrated Eastern man
ufacturers, thus giving customers a choice 
of Eastern or home-made. The firm is in 
constant receipt of the best hariwood lum
ber, for manufacture at the Alameda factory, 
and the furniture will be sold at prices lower 
than offered by any other dealer on this 
Coast. Every piece of furniture leaving our 
store we guarantee perfect as represented. 
We will make time contracts with responsi
ble parties, suitable to their needs.

KNABE PIANOS.
It is a fact already conceded by the best 

musicians that the Knabe surpasses all other-. 
31U8IC L>EPARTM ENT

A. L. BANCROFT & CO.,
114 D u p o u t  St., Sun F ra n c isco ,  

Sole A g e n ts .

DRUGS, MEDICINES, ETC.

R. E. BELL,
D RUGGIST,

PAINT8 AND OILS.

J u n c t io n  T e le g r a p h  6c B r o a d 
w a y .

OAKLAND, CAL.
Pure, Fresh, Sweet Drugs. Full line of 

Druggists’ Sundries. Prescriptions carefully 
compounded, day and night.

W IL LIA M  A. BRUECK,
SUCCESSOR TO BOERICKE TAFEL, 
fO Homoeopathic Pharmacy.

No. 956 B r o a d w a y ,
OAKLAND, CAL.

C. B. RUTHERFORD,
H o u se , sig n , and  decorative

. Painter,
1.012 B r o a d w a y ,

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA.

TV
H, E. FAWCETT,

T ALL PAPER AND DECORATIONS.

BART MORGAN & CO.
D ru g s , m ed icin es , pe r f u m e r y

and Toilet Articles. Also School-books 
and Stationery, School Supplies, Varieties, 
Notions, Etc.

D larbet Street B lo c k ,
OAKLAND, CAL.

KELSEY Sc FLINT,

APOTHECARIES,
1101 Broadway, Corner Twelfth Street.

OAKLAND, CAL. 

T e le p h o n e  No. 156.

VAL. SCHMIDT & CO.,
P H A R M A C I S T S ,

Corner POLK and PINE STREETS.
SAN FRANCISCO.

Physicians’ Prescriptions a specialty. Man- 
facturers of Sachet Powder, superior to all 
others. Bantoline for the hair.

1012 B r o a d w a y ,
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA.

J. A. W ISW ELL,
D e a l e r  in  paints and oils, win-

doxv Glass. Decorative Paper Hang
ings. House and Sign Painter, and Decora
tive Paper Hanger.

1314 M a r k e t  Street, S. F.

IF YOU WANT YOUR HOUSE PAINTED 
in a first-class manner and guaranteed 
Cio to J . AV. T u ck e r  A: Son,
House, Sign, and Decorative Painters, 

111S Franklin St., near Thirteenth, Oakland.

AL. WOOD,
House an d  sign painter , whit-

ening, and Paper Hanging.
463 T e n t h  Street,

Between Broadway and Washington, 
OAKLAND.

Contracts for GOOD WORK taken at Compe
tition Prices.

MARKETS, ETC.

AMERICAN FISHING CO,
F. J. EDWARDS & CO., Proprietors, 

TT^HOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS 
tt  hi Freah, Suit. Smoked and Canned 

Fish. Also oysters, Clams, Crabs, Shrimps. 
Etc.

468 E le v e n th  Street,
Bet. Broadway and Washington St-.

R. E. COLLINS, Pharmacist MARTIN M. SAMSON,
166 S o u th  F irst Street,

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA.

FOR THE COMPLEXION I
Harmless in its use. Charming in its effect. 

H. BOWMAN, C hemist, Oakland.
Sold Everywhere.

cOFFER’S BARGAIN HOUSE,

Cor. Broadway and Eighth Sts.,
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA.

477 E le v e n th  Street,
One door from Washington Street,

Cl  11 OIL'E AMERICAN MEATS. The finest 
J  Eastern Hams and Bacon, I.ani and 

Sausages.

LOUIS II. EGERT,

CHICAGO MARKET.
Wholesale and Retail Dealer in Beef, Veal, 

Mutton, Pork, Lamb, Hams, Bacon, Lard and 
Sausages. 966 B r o a d w a y ,
Betw een 9th or loth Sts. Oakland.

L. SCHAFFER,
Washington Market,

828 B r o a d w a y ,
Between Sixth and Seventh, Oakland.

Hotels, Boarding Houses and Families sup
plied with the Choicest kind of Meats. Mugar- 
Cured Hams and Bacon a specialty.


