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OFFICE NOTES
Isolated students and those unable to 

have access to Theosophical literature 
should avail themselves of the Travel­
ling Library conducted by the Toronto 
Theosophical Society. There are no 
charges except for postage on the 
volumes loaned. For particulars write 
to the Travelling Librarian, 52 Isabella 
Street, Toronto, Ont.

O D D

Some months ago a short article on 
The Man with the X-Ray Eyes appeared 
in our columns. A  somewhat similar 
story about a South African boy 17 
years of age has been receiving a bit of 
newspaper notice recently. He is Pieter 
Van Jaarsveld and the accounts of his 
ability to ‘ ‘see” underground gold, dia­

monds and water are amazing. He 
claims that when he crosses a gold reef 
a black ridge appears before his eyes. 
Buried diamonds, he says, give o ff a 
haze similar to a heat haze, while rays 
like moonbeams indicate the presence of 
water underground. Such manifesta­
tions of ‘powers latent in man’ may be­
come more common when we approach 
the next century mark.

O D D

Paul Brunton the well-known author 
of many books of Theosophical interest, 
has been awarded a doctorate in Phil­
osophy by ‘McKinley-Roosevelt College 
of Chicago’ according to a recent cata­
logue from Rider and Company. Dr. 
Brunton has travelled extensively in the 
Orient, studying the ancient wisdom of 
the East and his books reflect his deep 
understanding of mysticism, yoga and 
philosophy. Copies of most of his works 
are available to readers in Canada 
through the Travelling Library of the 
Toronto Lodge.

O D D
The Illustrated London Neivs for Feb. 

19, 1949, has an interesting article on 
vestigial and rudimentary organs, con­
taining a couple of paragraphs on the 
pineal gland. The author states “ In the 
Tuatara or Sphenondon, of New Zeal­
and, . . .  it (the pineal gland) has the 
structure of an eye, with a more or less 
distinct retina and lens, the stalk being 
the optic nerve . . . there seems to be 
little doubt that in geological times cer­
tain vertebrates had a third eye in the 
top of the head” . The author considers 
that the present function of the vesti­
gial ‘third Eye’ in mammals ‘is difficult 
even to guess’. Many occult students 
consider that in man this now ‘vestigial’ 
organ may re-become ‘rudimentary’ and 
that the ‘third eye’ will be the organ by 
which future men will perceive now in­
visible planes of being.
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Calgary .................................. .............  1 1 1 1 6 8
Edmonton.............................. 1 .... 3 19 15
Hamilton ................................ ............. 1 1 .... 1 � � � � a 24 22
Kitchener .............................. � � � � � � � � 1 •••• 3 2
Montreal ................................ .............  6 1 � � � � 4 42 45
St. Thomas ............................ � � � � • ••• .... • ••• • ••• 2 2
Toronto .................................. ............. 26 10 5 17 209 223
Toronto West End .............. .............  1 .... 1 8 8
Vancouver ............................. .... 1 21 20
Orpheus ................................. .............  2 1 20 21
Victoria................................... 1 2 1
Vulcan..................................... • ••• • ••• • ••• • ••• • ••• • ••• 3 3
Members at Large................. ����������������������� .... 1 .... ���� 1 6 6

Total....................... .............  37 1 14 0 9 2 30 365 376

STATEMENT OF FUNDS
YEAR ENDING JUNE 30th, 1949

EECEIPTS
Balance from  last year:

General A /C , ...........................
Special Fund ...........................

L odge Fees and Dues:—
1949 ......................................
1950 ......................................

M agazine Subscriptions ..........
M agazine Donations .................
General S a le s ................................
General Fund Donations ........
Bank Interest ..............................

.$718.03 

. 78.00
---------- $ 796.03

829.35
190.00
---------$ 1019.35
..........  308.15
..........  319.42
..........  85.77
..........  71.85
..........  16.89

E X PE N D IT U R E S
Per Capita, A dyar 
M agazine C ost:—

Printing .............
Postage .............
Spec. A rt.............
Envelopes .........
Indexes ..............

General Fund :—
Postage ...............
O ffice  .................
Extras .................
Stationery ........
F ire Insurance 
Special Fund ....
Pam phlet ...........

Funds in Bank ....

.$ 99.00

.$1100.00
43.82
13.00
78.62
30.28

$1,265.72

...............  24.18
����������������� �����
..............  74.54
..............  42.49
............... 5.00
............... 75.00
.............. 33.48
...............  987.05

$ 2,617.46 $ 2,617.46

E. L. Thomson,
General Secretary.
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A PSYCHOLOGICAL AND
CURATIVE VIEW OF COLOUR
(Continued from Page 86) 

shall then take with us to be used to 
promote our progress, and to help 
others.

If we live to the highest and noblest 
within us, we keep the auric shades pure 
and transparent, but if we sin, or live 
immorally, or are uncharitable in 
thought or deed, or carry out mean 
practices, then the purity and transpar­
ency of the auric shades disappear, and 
they become muddy and intercepted by 
colours of dismal hue.

The seven colours belonging to the 
seven planets— and also the golden 
shades of the sun and the silvery ones of 
the moon, denote special qualities and 
characteristics when found in the 
human aura.

The Sun,— ruler of the zodiacal sign 
of Leo,— Shades of orange and gold. 
These are vitalizing shades and are 
potent for healing. Those who possess 
these shades in the aura, generally have 
a high sense of honour, are kind, sym­
pathetic and hospitable. They have the 
ability to rule and govern.

The Moon—ruler of the sign of Can­
cer,— Colours are silvery shades, 
mauves, and pale violet. Those who are 
mediumistically inclined often have 
these auric shades. They should choose 
their friends and acquaintances with 
care, for all who have the moon’s shades 
are very sensitive to the minds and con­
ditions of others.

Mercury— ruler of two signs, Gem­
ini, and Virgo. Shades of yellow.

Geminian yellow is a pure shade, the 
colour of primroses and daffodils. These 
colours denote intellectuality.

Virgo yellow is deeper— tinged with 
the earth, and is the shade of ripe corn. 
This is the colour indicating a desire to 
be of service to others.

Venus— ruler of two zodiacal signs, 
Tauras, and Libra. All shades of blue,

In the case of Tauras, the shade of blue 
is that often seen on distant hills, a 
shade that is tinged with earth.

The blues of Libra are pure blue, such 
as pale sky blue, transparent indigo- 
blue. Artists possess Venusian blue in 
the aura.

These shades help to develop intuition 
and perception. They have a soothing 
effect on the nerves.

Mars— ruler of the sign of Aries and 
also ruler of Scorpio.

In the case of Aries, bright red, ver­
milion, and clear rose, but those of 
Scorpio are of deeper hue, such as dam­
ask-rose, and Venetian reds. Martian 
shades are stimulating, but they can 
also be dangerous, for too much of them 
tends to cause restlessness and irrit­
ability, and inclines towards combative­
ness.

“ I saw red” is sometimes quoted after 
a display of high temper, and this can 
be actual fact, for under the vibrations 
temper creates, red can pass before the 
eyes as a blinding shade, obliterating 
for the moment everything else. Red 
creates enthusiasm and has wonderful 
healing qualities. It is often in the aura 
of a military officer or soldier.

Jupiter—the planet ruling Sagit­
tarius and Pisces.

In the case of Sagittarius, sapphire 
hues, amethyst shades, deep helio blue 
and indigo shades.

The shades of Pisces are the blues of 
the sea, Mediterranean blue and bluey- 
green shades. These are shades found 
in the aura of the spiritually minded. 
They indicate a desire to study occult­
ism, religion, higher-thought subjects 
and science. Blues are soothing, calm­
ing, and quietening both to the mind 
and nerves.

Saturn—ruler of Capricorn and 
Aquarius. Shades of pure nature’s 
greens, and emerald shades.

These colours in the aura indicate 
stability, ambition, persistency, and de-
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termination, also a desire to gain know­
ledge. Green in a valuable shade for 
healing purposes. It comforts and 
soothes.

Uranus—ruler of Aquarius. Shades 
of light and dark greens intermingling 
with flecks of flame blue and sun-red, 
to form a plaidlike pattern wherein 
green predominates.

In the aura of an individual these 
colours indicate ability to understand 
human nature. There is often a desire 
to join companies, or associations, 
societies (secret or otherwise). Uranus 
is a planet that stimulates the inventive 
mind. The flame blue has very power­
ful healing qualities.

Neptune— ruler of Pisces (with 
Jupiter).

Shades of the sea, sea-blues and 
greens, eau-de-nil.

When in the human aura, the colours 
of Neptune denote magnetic healing 
power, and also the sensitiveness of the 
psychic body. Those who have Nep­
tune’s shades and colours in the aura 
are usually those “who see visions and 
dream dreams.”

We know that there are certain spe­
cialists who use colours in the treatment 
of those suffering from nervous com­
plaints and mental breakdown. Such 
specialists employ lamps of different 
shades, and provide rooms wherein one 
shade of colour predominates. If a 
patient is suffering from melancholia—  
which, by the way is a saturnine trouble 
— then the stimulating shades of Mars, 
which are red and rose-pink, will be 
likely colours for curing this indisposi­
tion.

On the other hand, a Martian ailment 
of the mind, which is often brought on 
Toy overwork, or by going to extremes 
in some direction, will rquire the sooth­
ing influences of blues or greens.

It has been said that for “every ill 
there is a healing balm in nature” . It 
may also be said that for very ill there

is a healing colour to help towards a 
cure.

What zodiacal sign and colours are 
likely to be associated with Free­
masonry? Surely the sign of Aquarius 
with its numerous shades of green inter­
woven to form a plaidlike pattern, with 
streaks of electric blue and flecks of red 
and sun-gold.

Interpreting these shades, we find the 
principles of Freemasonry to be very 
well indicated, for are we not all seek­
ing to aid humanity, to understand 
human nature, to be “all things to all 
men” and to unite in brotherhood “ for 
mutual defence and support” ?

Some Freemasons may have been 
born when the sun was passing through 
the signs of Aquarius. If so, the Ego 
brought with it these plaid-like greens 
when it came to this earth to manifest 
through a physical body.

Others may have been born when the 
moon was passing through Aquarius, 
and some persons at a time of day when 
the sign of Aquarius was rising on the 
ascendant. There may be those who 
have none of these positions in the 
nativity but the ruling planet of the 
nativity— or many planets—may be in 
the mundane house of Aquarius, for in 
the majority of persons in our Brother­
hood, it is almost certain that there will 
be these Uranian shades in the aura.

In the case of the few who may be the 
exceptions, they will, by their constant 
endeavours to forward the aims and 
ideals of Freemasonry, create these 
plaidlike shades during this earth-life. 
In that case they will take them into the 
next incarnation to be used as “ powers” 
for the benefit of themselves and others.

As Freemasons we must build with 
exactitude on the principles of the S. 
and C. so that our characters shall be 
honourable and upright. In this way 
we shall have shades of purity in our 
auras engendered by our lofty ideals. 

From The Speculative Mason, July, 
1948.
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RACIAL PREJUDICES AND
SOME MODERN BOOKS

Alberta Jean Rowell

The racist theory that inspired the 
Nazi dream of world conquest was con­
sidered an abomination to all humani­
tarians. Yet the myth of racial superi­
ority continues to have unblushing 
propagandists in the citadels of de­
mocracy.

This is a matter of grave concern, not 
only to Theosophists for whom human 
brotherhood is a basic truth, but to 
liberal-minded people the world over.

Many influences have been at work to 
exorcise the ugly spirit of racial dis­
crimination. And although neither re­
ligious idealism nor governmental 
edicts1 have proved strong enough to 
stem the tide of racial hysteria, whether 
in America or remote Africa, the dra­
matising method of the novelist, more 
potent than the dispassionate reasoning 
of the sociologist or anthropologist, has 
unleashed stinging scorpions of J’accuse 
to disturb the minds of smug men for 
whom racial inferiority- is an accepted 
fact.

According to certain masters of the 
pen., who have wielded the cudgel in de­
fence of minority groups, racial preju­
dice bespeaks a woeful lack of moral 
ripeness. Sinclair Lewis, in Kingsblood 
Royal, lashes out with a crusader’s zeal 
against racial bigotry. He casts artistic 
canons to the wind in the effort to hold 
the mirror up to nature and reveal to 
myopic “whites” the extent of their 
spiritual degeneracy.

The story centres around the bitter 
experiences of Neil Kingsblood, assist­
ant cashier of the Second National Bank
1 According to the Fifteenth Amend­

ment to the American consitiution 
race and colour are not to constitute 
any bar to suffrage.

of Grand Republic, Minnesota, when he 
decides to pass as a Negro2 after mak­
ing the discovery that a distant ancestor 
had bequeathed to him a drop of Negro 
blood. Martyr-like he determined to ex­
pose his “ white” sensitivity to the snarls 
and fangs of rabid racists, bent on de­
stroying him socially and economically 
by ostracism. That his most fanatical 
persecutor should be a fundamentalist 
evangelist is psychologically significant.

Neil’s ancestor’s attitude to his own 
physical differences, as revealed in an 
old letter, is rational in the extreme. 
Rebuking the remark of a friend for im­
puting to duskiness too great an im­
portance the Minnesota pioneer stal- 
wartly demands— “But why should I 
explain it or think about it at all ? Why 
should* a man with red hair excuse it to 
men with black hair and brown and 
straw hair. You white men set your­
selves up as the image of God, but, 
which of you have seen Him?”

Lewis in his tolerance of miscegena­
tion, outstrips in his progressive views 
most liberals who have worked for the
2 The public were electrified recently 

by the experiences of Ray Sprigle, re­
porter for the Pittsburgh Post-Ga­
zette, when he travelled in the deep 
South for four weeks masquerading 
as a Negro. His description of the 
Negro world to which he gained 
access by camouflage made vivid if 
harrowing reading. His articles ap­
peared under the caption, “ In the 
Land of Jim Crow” , and were syndi­
cated in a number of newspapers. The 
treatment meted out to coloured folks 
in the deep South almost passes 
belief; but we cannot doubt the ver­
acity of his unadorned factual record.
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political emancipation and social ad­
vancement of the Negro. From a Negro 
chemist Neil elicits the information that 
“ in a union of a ‘coloured’ and a ‘white’ 
person, the children will not have one 
chance in ten thousand of being darker 
than the darker parent.”

However, one feels that Lewis caught 
up in a flood of righteous indignation 
at the numerous abuses heaped upon 
kindly and harmless individuals has 
permitted his judgment to be warped a 
bit, unless it is that, like Dickens, he 
purposely distorts to drive his message 
home. One cannot help getting the im­
pression from Kingsblood Royal that 
only coloured people are the salt of the 
earth and that all “whites” are canaille, 
so despicably mean, so vulgar and in­
sensitive, and so lacking in humanity 
and understanding.

Nevertheless, Lewis’s basic assump­
tion is sound: that it is the race-proud 
Caucasian who stands in need of mental 
overhauling, of some moral catharsis 
that will wash him clean of childish 
superstitions and fear complexes, and of 
the vicious irrational hostility for mem­
bers of the Negro race that stems from 
these.

Fannie Cook, in her social novel Mrs. 
Palmer’s Honey, likewise demonstrates 
the racial question to be fundamentally 
a “white” problem but with this differ­
ence. Not all the Negro characters in 
her book are good and not all the 
“ whites” are cruel and unfeeling. Al­
though the coloured heroine, Honey, 
suffered, along with her people, both 
injury and insult, she had the magnan­
imity as well as the insight, to pity the 
“white folks” who have to “ live with a 
bad conscience, knowing what’s right 
but not knowing how to live by it” .

It is also the defective attitudes of 
white-skinned barbarians that are ex­
hibited in Nevil Shute’s skillfully woven 
narrative Chequer Board, which cannot 
be said to probe deeply into the prob-

lems arising out of interracial relations. 
But this book will be warmly applauded 
by the cosmopolitan for its presentation 
of the racial question in a manner that 
fosters racial tolerance. Inter-racial 
marriage^ is seen as part of a new 
orientation in a changing world, some­
thing that is “ catching” and shorn of 
all tragic novelty. In the story, the pas­
tor who held “ unconventional views on 
controversial subjects” administers a 
gentle rap to so-called Christians who 
harbour colour squeamishness in their 
thoughts. On viewing the yellow- 
brownish baby of parents with opposite 
pigments he remarked that the child 
was “ about the colour of Jesus Christ.”

Racial prejudice harks back to bar­
baric times, when the stranger was 
accounted an enemy. As in the past, so 
to-day. He who is beyond the pale, who 
is “ different” , is held to be objection­
able. Sometimes a man is “different” 
because he does not conform to the ac­
cepted social and religious pattern. 
Sometimes the difference resides in 
physical features.

For some reason or other superficial 
traits like kinky hair, dark pigment, or 
epicanthic eye-fold are associated in the 
popular mind with undesirable psychic 
qualities. Like the unsophisticated con­
noisseur of Hollywood stars who identi­
fies physical attractiveness with person-

3 Recently the Toronto Saturday Night 
(March 22, 1949) in an editorial 
under the caption of “Mixed Mar­
riages”  took as optimistic a view of 
miscegenation as the Bishop of Bir­
mingham in his recent Galton lecture 
to the Eugenics Society of London, 
England. The Saturday Night com­
mented: “ There is hope in the fact 
that racial mixture is going to be im­
mensely more common in the future, 
and that that which is common even­
tually ceases to be regarded as de­
plorable.”
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