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CANADIAN THEOSOPHIST SUPPLEMENT

and when the desired result was not
to be attained by good grace, it was
sought by hard knocks. After 1848
Germany grew up out of a combina-
tion of four kingdoms, six grand
duchies, five duchies, seven princi-
palities, three free towns, and what is
 called the imperial territory .of
Alsace-Lorraine. None of these
_ gained by entering the German reich.
Prussia saw to it that if there were
any advantage in leadership it would

not pass from Berlin. Prussia kept

them fighting. They had to fight
Denmark. They had to fight Austria.
They had to fight France, and finally
Russia, which has become united by
good grace in our own despised day.

The United States of America had
to fight a civil war to establish the
liberty and freedom which the present
war is being fought to establish these
principles everywhere. Yet if Abra-
ham Lincoln were to incarnate in a
negro body, he would not be received
by certain Americans who are loud in
their bragging about the “American
way of life.”

Nature fights against such ostra-
cism and those who practise it will
reap their appointed harvest. That
civil war was foreseen long before it
began, and there were men raised up
in the preceding generation who
formulated. the principles of honour
~ without which the nation could not be.
Whitman, Emerson, Longfellow,
Whittier, Lowell, Holmes in America,
“and Wordsworth and Tennyson,
~Browning and Hood in Britain, up-

held the dignity of the soul whatever
the colour of the clay that wrapped it
round. '

Whispers of these things pervaded
my boyhood and helped me to form
the personality which blinds us to so
many realities. About the close of
the Civil War, sugar became so scarce
and expensive in Ireland that my

mother ceased giving us sugar in our
tea, and I have never been able to
drink tea with sugar in it since.

That was not the only privation
Ireland had experienced. The potato
famine, which was caused by lack of
good seed potatoes, brought on a
national and social crisis which has
affected Ireland’s whole future. The
potatoes rotted in the earth and the
population of Ireland, which had been
nine millions before this, was reduced
to four and a half millions by starva-
tion and by emigration to America
and Australia. I have heard that
hundreds of initiates who had served
as hedge school-masters and in other
inconspicuous positions also largely
abandoned Ireland—the White Island
—at that time. The landlords and
merchants shipped their wheat from
Sligo and Connaught ports to Liver-
pool for gain, rather than feed their
starving countrymen. My father
once pointed out to me where as a lad
he had helped his father to feed starv-
ing people from the soup kitchen
established in Ahoghill Court House.

The Fox Sisters had just intro-
duced Spiritualism to America. In
1851 a great World Exhibition had
been planned by Queen Victoria’s
consort, Prince Albert, and to this
came one of the Mahatmas, with his
message of Brotherhood to the 20-
year-old Helena Petrovna Blavatsky
who pledged her life and her soul to
save humanity. There were other
representatives of the White Lodge
in the West. In Trinity College, Dub-
lin, it is believed that one of the
messengers must have been in attend-
ance about this time, for in the uni-
versity Review there appeared a work
of undoubted occult value, The Dream
of Ravan, the authorship of which re-
mains a mystery till the present day.
In the Public Library in Toronto
there is a little volume entitled The-
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