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DIVINE IMPERSONALITY

There is no subject on which men 
quarrel more than about God. And on 
no subject do men know less. It has 
been the good fortune of the Nineteenth 
century to have presented to it in 
modem phrase the view that has pre­
vailed among the wise through all the 
millions of years of human history on 
this exhaustless problem. The One 
Absolute Reality is described as “ an 
Omnipresent, Eternal, Boundless and 
immutable PRINCIPLE, on which all 
speculation is impossible, since it trans­
cends the power of human conception 
and can only be dwarfed by any human 
expression or similitude. It is beyond 
the range and reach o f  thought—in the 
words of the Mandukya Upanishad, 
‘unthinkable and unspeakable.’ ” The 
Buddhist is the only religion satisfied to 
accept this view as it stands, nearly all 
other organized religions failing in phil­
osophical honesty and clarity of thought 
to abandon the idolatry of some image 
or symbol of the manifested power or 
other attribute of the unmanifested 
Absolute. Many faiths unite in speech 
is worship of the All-Father. Chris­
tianity dwells on Jesus as the potent 
Divine Being, or on the Virgin Mary in 
the Roman Communion, while Bud­
dhism ignores the Absolute in practice 
to follow the Lord Buddha. Gods many 
and Lords many are to be found, to use

the language of St. Paul, in the many re­
ligions great and small that have risen 
and fallen in the last eighteen million 
years. The Pleroma of St. Paul is the 
Apostle’s philosophic approximation to 
the Absolute of the Secret Doctrine. 
Ignorant or weak-minded men insist on 
some idolatrous substitute for the Abso­
lute, for which their sacerdotal inclina­
tions lead them to act as deputies, 
agents, go-betweens of one description 
or another. The Masters in their prac­
tice are as impersonal and remote as the 
Absolute of their ideals. But we find 
many who try to attract followers by 
representing themselves as acting under 
their orders, just as the priests allege 
that they have conciliation authority 
with the Most High. And strange to 
say many who are most rabid in de­
nouncing belief in a Personal God, are 
most clamourously insistent on belief in 
Personal Leaders. “ Of teachers there 
are many; the MASTER-SOUL is one, 
Alaya, the Universal soul. Live in that 
MASTER as Its ray in thee. Live in 
thy fellows as they live in It.” Yet some 
of the foolish ones accuse us of worship­
ping Madame Blavatsky because we 
quote The Secret Doctrine. Next we 
shall be accused of worshipping the 
Editor of The Encyclopedia Britannica 
when we quote that remarkable work.

A. E. S. S.
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KING ARTHUR’S TABLE
SIGNS AND SECRETS— I

(Continued from Page 10U)
The Air Sign AQUARIUS

The Glastonbury Phoenix might be 
compared to the mythical bird of India, 
Garuda, for it carries the cup of regen­
eration or ambrosia, whose radio active 
waters rise in Glaston’s Tor and fill the 
Aquarius pot called Chalice Blood Well, 
whilst spread out below lies his ‘Wheel 
of Time’ or Chakra.

Again, the Assyrian god Assur and 
the Median god Ahura Mazda are gen­
erally depicted with the wings of this 
divine bird extended behind them and 
the circle of the sun’s path surrounding 
them, which latter is demonstrated on 
the standard of Sargon II., King of 
Assyria, by the Bull, Lion, Archer and 
great Water-pot from which the stream 
of life issues, the Archer being the sun- 
god Assur, whereas on the Glastonbury 
zodiac, Hercules (or King Arthur) rid­
ing the horse of the Archer is the sun- 
god.

In Java the constellation of Aquarius 
is represented only by the great Water- 
pot, and Pisces only by the Whale. The 
Whale on the Somerset planisphere lies 
just below the Phoenix, that towers 
above it spilling its blood staining 
waters under the whale’s tail, which 
connects the two fish of Pisces.

As at the centre of this zodiac a 
‘crown’ or ‘Mitre’ is figured, we must 
not forget the Chaldean bird Zu, which 
E. M. Plunket points out as representing 
Aquarius, in her ‘Ancient Calendars 
and Constellations’, Zu forced his way 
at an early hour into the chamber of 
destiny before the sun had risen and 
perceived within it the royal insignia of 
Bell “ the Mitre of his power, the gar­
ment of his divinity,— the fatal tablets 
of his divinity, Zu perceived them. He 
perceived the father of the gods, the god

that is the tie between heaven and 
earth” and Zu seized the tablets of fate. 
“ This misfortune had arisen only once, 
at the beginning of the ages.” See Prof. 
Maspero’s ‘The Dawn of Civilization.’ 
(The above again points to a Chaldean 
origin).

The photograph (page 103) does not 
show that the crested head of the 
Phoenix is turned towards its tail in 
order to reach the Blood Spring whilst 
its breast is “ turned towards the rays of 
the sun, by the flapping of its wings,” 
it is as well to quote from the Latin 
bestiaries what it signifies.— “ It is a 
bird of Arabia and of a purple colour. 
It is single and unique. When it has 
reached the age of five hundred years it 
becomes conscious that it has grown old 
and thereupon proceeds to collect the 
twigs of aromatic plants, frankincense, 
Ihyrrh and other spices, of which it con­
structs for itself a funeral pile. Having 
mounted upon it and being turned to­
wards the rays of the sun, by the flap­
ping of its wings it fans into flames a 
fire for its own burning and burns itself 
up. But on the third day after, it rises 
as a new bird from its ashes. According 
to other texts the scene is laid in the 
City of Heliopolis where the priest of 
the temple, being apprised of its coming, 
prepares an altar on which it alights 
and burns itself up. The first day after 
its burning he comes and finds a little 
worm in the ashes which emits an ‘ex­
ceeding sweet smell’ ; the second day he 
finds it has assumed the form of a little 
bird, and on the third it has become full 
grown. Then it bids a polite farewell 
to the priest and flies away a full and 
perfect phoenix. (This phase is illus­
trated in Dr. Dyson Perrins’ bestiary.) 
The story of the phoenix taught the 
lesson of the Resurrection.”

King Arthur’s spirit still broods in 
the wings of the Phoenix that hover 
over the ‘elixir of life’.
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INTRODUCTION
TO  “ SERAPHITA ”

by George Frederic Parsons.
(Continued from Page 109.)

In regard, however, to the capacity 
for bearing the psychical agony insep­
arable from such struggles as have to 
be borne by all who attain to the great 
Deliverance, the higher resolution must 
be accorded to the woman, and this 
Balzac recognized in drawing the char­
acter of Seraphita. We see her, as the 
final change approaches, plunged in the 
horrors of a supreme conflict with all 
the earthly desires and longings and 
ambitions. This pure and nearly per­
fect creature is indeed beyond the reach 
of the gross animal passions and coarse 
lusts which sway and control the merely 
natural man. She has been relieved by 
her resolute and austere progenitors 
from those burdens. But still she is not 
exempt from the common destiny. 
When Gotama took his station under 
the Bodhi tree—

“ He who is the Prince 
Of Darkness, Mara—knowing this was 

Buddh
Who should deliver man, and now the 

hour
When he should find the Truth and save 

the worlds—
Gave unto all his evil powers command. 
Wherefore there trooped from every 

deepest pit
The fiends who war with Wisdom and 

the Light,
Arati, Trishna, Raga, and their crew 
Of passions, horrors, ignorances, lusts, 
The brood of gloom and dread; all 

hating Buddh,
Seeking to shake his mind: nor knoweth 

one,
Not even the wisest, how those fiends of 

Hell •
Battled that night to keep the truth 

from Buddh.”
Even so the pure Seraphita was assail­

ed; and if not perhaps with all the 
sensual temptations which Mara de­
ployed under the eyes of the indomitable 
Tathagata, with enticements not less 
powerful, and seductions not less insidi­
ous. For such is the constitution of 
human nature that it is unable to pass 
even to a state the infinite superiority 
of which it is fully assured of, without 
experiencing reluctance and sadness.

“ For who to dumb Forgetfulness a prey, 
This pleasing anxious being e’er re­

signed,
Left the warm precincts of the cheerful 

day,
Nor cast one longing, ling’ring look 

behind?”
or, as the poet of “The Light of Asia” 
puts a like thought:

“ Sorrow is
Shadow to life, moving when life doth 

move;
Not to be laid aside until one lays 
Living aside, with all its changing 

states,
Birth, growth, decay, love, hatred, 

pleasure, pain,
Being, and doing. How that none strips 

off
These sad delights and pleasant griefs 

who lacks
Knowledge to know them snares.”

Even the possession of that knowledge 
cannot avail to release the mortal from 
pain of conflict. He may triumph over 
Mara in the end; he may realize the illu­
siveness of material existence; he may 
attain to Nirvana the blessed, the peace­
ful ; but he must win his way through 
the hosts of the tempter and prove his 
right to the crown by bearing the cross.

In this great ordeal Seraphita finds 
no help in her sinlessness, because her 
spiritual development has brought with 
it not only increase of sensitiveness, but 
an expansion of the perceptive faculties 
which enables her to comprehend to the 
fullest extent the attractions and de­
lights of the material opportunities and
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OFFICE NOTES
A Maryland subscriber, sending in a 

renewal, writes: I am enclosing pay­
ment of my yearly subscription for The 
Canadian Theosophist, which I would 
not willingly do without. I admire your 
freedom of speech and the courtesy in 
which that freedom is given to all other 
writers in the C. T. I feel that a defin­
ite unity of spirit is always upheld by 
the C. T.

£ £ «
Here is how a forthright Californian 

expresses himself:— “ It gives me a 
headache when folks like Arundale who 
should know better find fault with 
Protestantism and find a peaceful 
haven in Pvoman Catholicism . . Pro­
testantism with all its faults has in­
finitely more true religion than Cath­
olicism, and Protestantism—again with 
all its faults (real or alleged) gives the

human soul a freer rein than Cath­
olicism has ever done . . . Catholicism 
makes much ado over the many “sects” 
into which Protestantism is divided . . .  
Why not? All these Sects are schools 
for souls at different stages of develop­
ment . . .  I never bark against Pro­
testantism (again even with all its 
faults—which I will not always allow), 
it is surely in my opinion preparing the 
field for a truer and higher religion to 
come after, while Catholicism would 
stifle every effort of the Human Soul

y9
s  a $

Many members of the Theosophical 
Societies have fallen into the habit of 
regarding Karma as a first-rate method 
of avoiding any responsibility for need­
ed action. “ Karma will attend to that” 
is a frequent remark from these side- 
steppers. They forget that every man 
is an incarnation of his own Karma and 
that if he is brought into the presence 
of conditions that call for action it is his 
Karma, the result of his own past 
actions, to take his place in the arena. 
To shirk the call is just as bad as the 
plea of Cain, “ Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” Karma attends to nothing. 
Men are the agents of Karma, and it is 
for them to see that Karma, that is, 
Justice, is done.

«  »  a
Every year we feel constrained by 

admiration and by the practical advant­
age to the Society to compliment the 
Montreal Lodge on its faithful observ­
ance of the terms of the Constitution in 
paying the dues of its members in the 
first week of July. Mr. W. A. Griffiths, 
the treasurer has once more sent his 
cheque for $90. placing 36 members in 
good standing. Technically no member 
is in good standing until he has paid his 
dues, and is not entitled to hold office 
nor to receive any of the privileges of 
the Society while thus in default. We 
have made a practice of sending the 
magazine for three months to such
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STANDING OF THE LODGES
FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1943

Calgary ...................
Edmonton...............
Hamilton.................
Kitchener ...............
London ...................
Montreal .................
St. Thomas .............
Summerland...........
Toronto ...................
Toronto West End
Vancouver .............
Vancouver Orpheus
Victoria...................
Vulcan.....................
Members at Large .

Total
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. . . . . . . . 2 2
31 9 12 9 5 — 25 307 320

STATEMENT OF FUNDS—YEAR ENDING JUNE 30th, 1943
RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES

Balance from last year ............................$ 130.26
Lodge Fees and Dues .............................. 790.04
Magazine Subscriptions ..........................  502.74
Donations to Magazine ..........................  62.25
Premium on U. S. Bills ............................ 9.10
Sale of Pamphlets .................................... 3.75
Bank Interest ............................................ 3.72

Per Capita—Adyar 1941/42 .................. $ 76.00
Magazine Cost:

Printing ..................................$1,207.35
Index Vol. xxiii ...................  12.75
Postage .................................... 58.31

------------  1,278.41
Membership Cards .............................  4.32
Stationery ...................................................  7.56
Petty Cash and Postage ........................  49.04
Fire Insurance (3 years) ....................... 4.25
Cash in hand ............................................ 82.28

$1,501.86 $1,501.86

THE ANNUAL REPORTS
The total membership shows a gain of 13 over last year. This was due to 31 

new accessions and 12 reinstatements, less 4 deaths and 25 lapses for non-payment 
of dues. Of these 13 in Toronto Lodge offset the 19 new' members there. Orpheus 
Lodge, Vancouver, showed the heaviest loss, one fourth of last year’s membership 
having dropped out. Edmonton and Montreal had healthy though small increases. 
The stagnant lodges are Calgary, Hamilton, London, these having large fields to 
work in but failing to get results. A change of policy is required locally. Toronto 
with more than half the membership of the National Society presents the results 
of persistent effort. The funds show the advantage of voluntary official service. 
The magazine cost of $1278.41 was reduced by $574.09 from subscriptions and 
donaions. These reports were prepared by the Acting Treasurer.
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commendable; where Richet failed was 
in accepting finally what was nothing 
but a police report in place of a scien­
tific investigation. The neurotic 
Solovyoff came in as a handy ������'  
�����  for these men of wide reputation 
and no doubt their coddling flattery 
sent him far along the road where he 
ends for posterity as a criminal liar and 
traitor, even to himself.

It soon becomes clear to the critic 
that there are really two books in this 
book: one, Solovyoff’s first true im­
pressions, and the other, falsehoods 
worked in later to condemn Madame 
Blavatsky. I should judge that he 
wrote the book originally some time 
during his fréquentation of her and 
meant it to be—Ye Historié and Magni­
fication of Saint Solovyoff, Mystic and 
Occultist. The magnification having 
failed to come off, he turned the book 
into a denunciation of Madame Blavat­
sky and himself into a scientific re­
searcher and a saviour of Christian 
Russia from the “ miasmic exhalations” 
of Theosophy.

I cannot here undertake to reproduce 
all the data I have gathered to refute 
the mis-statements and lies in Solovy­
o ff ’s book; my margins are marked 
from cover to cover and a volume twice 
this size would scarcely suffice to deal 
with the matter in detail. I propose, 
therefore, to take the chapters in order 
and make from them two books, one 
“ The Plain Tale” and the second, “The 
Plain Tale as Perverted by Solovyoff.” 
I will examine them at length or briefly 
according to their importance. In a 
prefatory note to the book, Professor 
Henry Sidgwick of the S.P.R. writes: 
“ When the contents of Mr. Solovyoff’s 
book became known to the Council, it 
seemed clear that certain portions of it 
—especially the accounts of the events 
at Wurzburg described in chaps, xviii- 
xx . . . constituted an important sup­
plement to the statement of the results 
of an inquiry into ‘Theosophical phe­

nomena’ carried out by a Committee of 
the Society in 1884. Our original idea 
was to publish a translation of these 
portions in the supplement to our ���-
�������"  : but on further consideration 
it seemed to us clearly desirable, if pos­
sible, that the greater part of Mr. 
Solovyoff’s entertaining narrative 
should be made accessible to English 
readers.”

We all, all who believe that justice is 
more than a word, are indebted to the 
S.P.R. for making the book accessible, 
although one might be excused from 
sharing the frivolous glee of Sidgwick 
the medium-hunter at adding yet an­
other victim to his list. It happens that 
the chapters noted by the learned Pro­
fessor are just thosp that suit me en­
tirely and I shall spend some space on 
them, offering in advance to the present 
members of the S.P.R. my— condol­
ences.

THE PLAIN TALE
As told by Solovyoff himself, by 

letters and documents, all being printed 
in his book, “A Modern Priestess of 
Isis,” translated by Walter Leaf on be­
half of The Society for Psychical Re­
search and published by Longmens, 
1895.

CHAPTER I.
“ In May 1884, I was living in Paris, 

and planning some works, bellettristic 
or otherwise, which should touch on 
certain little-known subjects ; on the 
rare, but in my opinion real, manifesta­
tions of the imperfectly investigated 
spiritual powers of man. I was occu­
pied, among other things, with mystic 
and so-called ‘occultist’ literature.

“As I was going through my notes 
from the Bibliothèque Nationale, there 
came into my mind the very interestnig 
narratives of Radda Bai, in other words 
of Madame Blavatsky, published in the 
8�""4�� ;��"���4  under the title of 
6���� ���� ��(�"� ���� >�����"� � �� /����-
"�@�.  which had been read with so much 
interest in Russia. The subject of my
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ings we somehow felt a mutual an­
tipathy ; but subsequently, after 
Madame Blavatsky’s departure, we 
drew together . . .

“ Madame de Morsier had received 
from Madame a friendly missive and 
some dried rose petals— the “ occult” 
gift and, so to speak, the benediction of
Mahatma Root H oom i............When
Madame Blavatsky came to Paris . . . 
Madame de Morsier . . . became the 
most active and eager member of the 
Theosophical Society.

c h a p t e r  v.
“ When I arrived two days la' 

the Rue Notre Dame des r 
Helena Petrovna came to me 
exclaimed: ‘Olcott has com' 
see him at once.’

“ And I saw the 
Blavatsky’s trusty c 
low-labourer, the presv 
sophical Society. His as  
duced on me at once a vet, 
impression. He was a hi, 
fifty years of age, 
robust and broad, but not fa t; frk 
energy and vivacity of movement, 
looked anything but an old man, am 
showed every sign of strength and 
sound health. His face was handsome 
and pleasant and suited his bald head, 
and was framed in a full and perfectly 
silvered beard. He wore spectacles . . .

“ From the first, he showed me the 
greatest friendliness and attention. He 
spoke French very tolerably, and when 
Helena Petrovna went away to write 
letters, he took me into his room . . . 
and began to talk about phenomena and 
Mahatmas.” (pp. 36-38)

[This may be so; but Solovyoff describes 
Olcott as talking without reserve to him, a com­
plete stranger, and we have to note that Olcott 
never admitted having seen his Master, even to 
A. P. Sinnett, until after more than a year’ s 
close friendship.

Olcott’s presence supplies a possible date. 
Solovyoff’ s narrative is hopelessly confused and 
almost dateless anywhere. Olcott came to Paris

“ I was S: 
work, w1 
vatsky 
rela'

on May 18th for two days, then he returned to 
London and came back again on June 1st. 
Solovyoff represents him as being there con­
tinuously! The following paragraph, introduc­
ing Madame Blavatsky’s relatives is also mis­
leading:]

\mg busy with some urgent 
a note from Madame Bla- 
to tell me that two of her 
l arrived and wished to 

m cquaintance . . . .  Helena
s in such a bright happy 
was delightful . . to see 
olunged into the unforgot- 
^  loved atmosphere of her 

rp mestic reminiscences. 
"Vere alone together, she 

^  «evenly about her dear guests, 
jo*, I shall call Miss X, the

of mediurhv

Y. Helena Petrovna 
ly attached to the elder 
dies, Miss X, . . .  who 
dent of the N. N. branch 

¿ovgorod).
have the very best proof, 

said Helena Petrovna, 
^othing whatever in the 

O^'eosophical Society that 
12 ^science of a Christian.

\
oK

' and severe Christian, 
^jjP.l, and she is our hon- 

/nd president at N.N.’

“ Wit., .ame Y, a middle-aged 
widow, k  x£l Petrovna . . . was on 
much less mendly terms; treating her 
rather patronizingly, de haut en bas 
. . . .  Still Madame Blavatsky was 
greatly pleased at her arrival . . . Her 
frankness of manner put us on an easy 
footing, and at the time I liked her . . . 
It is a matter of course that it was ex­
tremely interesting to me, out of more 
than mere curiosity, to make out the 
attitude of these two near relatives of 
Madame Blavatsky with respect to her 
work, the society, the Mahatmas and 
phenomena . . . From their wonderful 
stories I could only conclude that the 
life of their whole family simply teems
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with mysteries of all sorts. As for 
Helena Petrovna, various phenomena 
had occurred with her from her youth.” 
(pp. 39-42)

“ Some days after the arrival of these 
ladies occurred ‘the phenomenon of the 
letter.’ Helena Petrovna had persuad­
ed me to submit myself to a magnetic 
seance by Olcott, and I was to come for 
the purpose every two days at twelve 
o’clock. I came once and found several 

persons in the little drawing-room.”
[Account of this phenomenon. From the 

Private and Confidential Report of the Society 
for Psychical Research, Dec. 1884, p. This ac­
count, like so much else that tells heavily in 
favour of Madame Blavatsky, is omitted from 
the Second Report, Dec. 1885. As the account 
was copied into the First Report from “ Light” , 
we may conclude that the Committee of the S. 
P. R. who were then investigating phenomena 
connected with the Theosophical Society wore 
sufficiently impressed both hy the phenomenon 
and the array of witnesses. The mystery of this 
First Report may never come to light, but evi­
dently it was composed and probably in the 
press before Madame Coulomb produced the 
bundle of idiotic letters ascribed to Madame 
Blavatsky and asserted that she herself had 
been an accomplice in fraud. It looks as i f  the 
First Report had been in fact already set up in 
type and that no interference could be made in 
the arrangement of the Appendices, of which 
this account is Number Thirty Five; but, above 
many of the appendices we find remarks, ap­
parently inserted late in the day, all tending to 
make it appear that the Committee had been 
from the first highly suspicious of the Theoso- 
phists and very wide awake. Some of these 
remarks pass all that Madame Coulomb herself 
ever said for sheer absurdity. I  quote an in­
stance that I gave in “ New Universe” , No. 3,
p.

“ Case 16. PROFESSOR SMITH’S ‘ NO 
CHANCE’ LETTER. (Refer Vol. 2. “ Defence 
of Madame Blavatsky” , p. 51.) Prof. Smith: 
‘ She then desired us to sit down and in so doing 
took my hands in both of hers. In a few seconds, 
a letter fell at my feet.’ (Quoted in First S. P. 
R. Report.)

“ Committee’ s remark: ‘ There is the addi­
tional possibility in this case that Madame 
Blavatsky may have thrown it.’

“ Even if she had only thrown it with her dis­
engaged feet without the Professor seeing her, 
that would have added SOMETHING to her 
title to permanent remembrance.”

The S.P.R. adjudged H.P.B. a title to perman­
ent remembrance as an impostor. As I write 
elsewhere the remembrance will be permanent, 
but not on those grounds.]

(From LIGHT of July 12tli, 188J>.
Quoted in the First Report.)
OCCULT PHENOMENA AT PARIS

“ The undersigned attest the follow­
ing phenomenon. On the morning of 
the 11th of June, instant, we were pres­
ent in the reception-room of the Theo­
sophical Society at Paris, 46, Rue Notre 
Dame des Champs, when a letter was 
delivered by a postman. The door of 
the room in which we were sitting was 
open so that we could see into the hall; 
and the servant who answered the bell 
was seen to take the letter from the 
hands of the postman and bring it to us 
at once, placing it in the hands of 
Madame Jelihovsky, who threw it be­
fore her on the table around which we 
were sitting. The letter was addressed 
to a lady, a relative of Madame Blavat­
sky, who was then visiting her, and 
came from another relative in Russia. 
There were present in the room 
Madame de Morsier, Secretary-General 
of the ‘Société Théosophique d’Oríent 
et d’Occident’, M. Solovyoff, son of the 
distinguished Russian historian, an 
attache of the Imperial Court, himself 
well-known as a Writer; Colonel Olcott, 
Mr. W. Q. Judge, Mohini Babu, and sev­
eral other persons. Madame Blavatsky 
was also sitting at the table. Madame 
Jelihovsky, upon her sister (Madame 
Blavatsky) remarking that she would 
like to know what was in the letter, 
asked her, on the spur of the moment, 
to read its contents before the seal was 
broken since she professed to be able 
to do so.

(To Be Continued)
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