
Sanskrit an& pall.

R O F E S S O R  
Max Muller, 
the sanskrit- 
ist at Oxford, 
h a s  l a t e l y  
published an 
article in the 
Nin ete e n t h 
Century, en
titled, “ Esot
eric Buddh- 

. . ism which
is intended to be a criticism of the life 
and writings of the late Madam Blav- 
atsky ; and which has caused some 
controversy.

I wish to call the attention of my 
readers to a singular statement in this 
article; namely, that “ no one can study 
buddhism unless he learns Sanskrit 
and pali.”

This may mean, and probably does 
mean, that unless we master Sanskrit 
and pali, two very artificial, very dif
ficult, and dead languages, we cannot 
grasp the Buddha ’s teaching, and can
not therefore become His disciples.

I do not wish to misunderstand or 
misinterpret the Professor’s words; but 
it seems to me that such is their “ spir- 
ltual sense. And if I correctly inter
pret his words, it is by no means the 
nrst time that I make a hit. I have

in my day met many specialists, theo- 
logic, scientific, linguistic, and am 
pretty well familiar with their mode of 
thinking and speaking. L,ike the pre
sent german emperor, they usually 
“ know it all,” and their speech be- 
wrayeth them.

In my youth, when I knew less of 
the world than I know at present, 
Christian preachers used to tell me that 
my sceptic state of mind touching the 
plenary divinity of the judeo-christian 
mythology', chronology, history, poetry 
prophetic (=mediumistic) effusions, 
delusions, and superstitions, misnamed 
the Book (Bible), could be entirely' re
moved by a conscientious study of the 
“ sacred” originals : whereupon I pro
cured a hebrew' and greek library, and 
spent much money, and more valuable 
time, to acquire a knowledge of the 
“ sacred” tongues.

I became a pretty good scholar (ex
cuse my saying so !), and read the 
Holy Ghost’s manuscripts through and 
through : a feat performed now-a-days 
by very', very' few Christian ministers 
even.

I mention this, not to boast, but to 
show my good readers that even in 
my youth I was of a turn of mind 
somewhat serious.

Most laborers in the biblical vine
yard, especially those of the “ higher 
criticism,” complain that their labors 
bring them not much more than sour
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grapes. Of course, my labors brought 
also me a fine crop of such ; but some
thing besides. I learnt that no two of 
the “ sacred” originals agree verbally, 
and that they are as full of errors, con
tradictions, villanies, immoralities, and 
blasphemies as are the unsacred trans
lations.

As it is easy to study judaism and 
christianism without hebrew and greek 
so is it easy, at this day, to study the 
BuDDHA-doctrine without Sanskrit and 
pah : notwithstanding Prof. Max Mul
ler to the contrary. If the translations 
made by the english orientalists (in 
the “ Sacred Books of the East,” for 
instance), are so badly done as to ne
cessitate the learning of Sanskrit and 
pali to study the buddhist doctrine, 
then, I fear, that the Professor’s labors 
are worse than vain, and that his edit
orship is a failure. But, I trow that 
he would strongly resent this intima
tion, and concede that the english 
Dhammapada is a pretty correct rend
ering of the original.

The fact is, that the simple, uplift
ing, sanctifying, and saving truths and 
charities of the Bu d d h a , and of the 
primitive buddhists, can all be taught 
us in our own vulgar english tongue ; 
if not by this Professor and his collab
orators, then, by others.

A  man needs but be single-hearted : 
esteeming enlightenment and goodness 
above all else in the human sphere, 
and, if there is nobody else to teach 
him the Doctrine of Enlightenment, 
the very Devas will descend and teach 
him.

I know a man who was thus taught.
I beg not to be misunderstood. I 

esteem highly the study of Sanskrit and 
pali : and, since these languages con
tain precious literary and philosophic 
treasures, I urge a diligent study of 
them; and not only of them but also of 
the tibetan, burmese, Siamese, Chinese, 
and Japanese languages: the languages 
of the oriental buddhists.

My doctrine is simple : To learn all 
I can ; for I know that I shall not be 
through with this infernal world before 
I have mastered every detail of it; 
which includes all languages. An 
ignorant and impudent man may at

any stage of his ignorance and impu
dence claim to be saved through the 
merit of a goat or a god; but a buddhist 
knows that he cannot claim salvation 
for himself while there is even one sub
ject of which he is ignorant ; say, for 
instance, the state of life and thought 
of a snail.

W e call our L ord  S a k y a  Muni, 
the “ O m n is c ie n t  O n e ,”  because He 
could by an exertion of mind obtain 
immediate enlightenment upon any 
subject He desired. And when Jesus 
in a future incarnation attains unto 
Bu d d h ah o o d , he, too, will by an ex
ertion of mind be able to tell the Day 
of the Judgment ; which he could not, 
in his last incarnation (Mark 13. 32).

I trust that my editorial brethren in 
Asia, will not countenance Prof. Max 
Muller’s assertion, and thereby furnish 
water for the mills of the Christian mis
sionaries. It would finely suit these 
gentlemen to be able to deter occident
als from seeking knowledge concern-, 
ing the buddhist philosophy and life, 
by placing in their path two obstacles 
so huge as Sanskrit and pali are.

We want no linguistic, or other ob- 
stables in our way : for the buddhist 
essential teaching is so simple that a 
child can learn it ; and the buddhist 
essential life is so holy that anybody, 
but a devil, can live it.

Mark what I am about to sa y : It 
is a fact that truth is more readily 
comprehended than falsehood ; and a 
a good life more easily lived than an 
evil. It is easier to comprehend the 
truth that, he who sows wheat will 
reap wheat, not cockles, than to com
prehend the falsehood that he who 
sows cockles will, through the death 
of a goat or a god, reap wheat, not 
cockles. So it is easier to live a good 
life than an evil, since a good life is 
productive of harmony and peace, 
whereas an evil life is productive of 
inharmony and strife, with infinite sad 
complications, and makes an already 
burdensome life more so : no matter 
how much praying, psalm-singing, and 
reading of pious fiction we indulge in.

This is the genuine BuDDHA-teach- 
ing ; and in plain, vulgar english, too ! 
Heed it, brethren !
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The Christian Advocate.

Ube parliament of iReliotons.

The Parliament of Religions is in 
keeping with the secularizing and 
material trend of this day. It is 

the legitimate offspring of the idea 
that we want mediation and mutual 
understanding between the Christian 
church and the world, and between 
the religion of Christ and all false re
ligions, that a better understanding 
will bring them nearer together and 
secure conciliation and points of mut
ual coherence and affinity.

Many good people favor it because 
they deem a comparison between the 
two will inure to the interests of the 
Christian religion. Their motives are 
laudable, but their spiritual wisdom is 
at a fearful discount.

The attitude of the religion of Christ 
to all other religions is one of eternal 
and uncompromising war. It takes its 
position on the proud eminence of be
ing the one and only true religion, and 
all others are false. . . .

Whenever the Christian church goes 
into partnership or alliance of any 
kind with men of the world, she com
promises, if she does not stain, herself. 
As a part and parcel of the World’s 
lair she is subject to their control, 
and in a measure becomes a party to 
all their acts. No wonder the romish 
church goes into i t ; no wonder that 
protestant churches which are rivaling 
Rome in trying to secure political and 
worldly influence, go into i t ; but we 
did hope that the southern methodist 
church would have stood aloof, and be 
content to strive and fight and win a 
kingdom for Christ along spiritual and 
unworldly lines.

^  Revue de Ting, et de Phil. Comparee.

£be fl&cantno ot' iRirvana.
JULIEN VINSON.

T his word has been much misunder
stood in Europe. To get a clear 
comprehension of it you must bear 

in mind the doctrine of the B u d d h a . 
ccording to Him, in order to attain 
16 snI)rerne end you must understand

exactly the four truths, which are: 
the nature of pain, its causes, its term
ination, and the way which conducts 
to this termination.

Pain is birth, love, fortune, old age, 
death : in a word, everything which 
constitutes the personality. The cause 
of pain is the sensation which produces 
wants, the thirst for action and for liv
ing. The termination of the pain 
comes when this irresistible thirst, this 
individual activity, is completely ex
hausted. The way of salvation is the 
means of extinguishing this thirst, of 
putting an end to activity.

\ on attain salvation by passing 
through four states. The first state is 
that of conversion, of the knowledge 
of truth. The second is the last but 
one proceeding the new' birth, in wdiich 
the individuality is in some sort re
duced to its minimum. In the third 
state, which is the last of corporeal 
life, the being is no longer capable of 
desire or hatred ; he has become Ven
erable (Arhat) ; and this last wrord ex
presses that he has got rid of all aspir
ations, of all idea of permanence, of all 
feeling of his own wisdom, of all trace 
of ignorance. When he has reached 
that point he dies physically,® and 
enters the fourth state, N ir v a n a .

This word is generally thought to 
mean absolute material extinction. 
Such an interpretation is not exact. 
N ir v a n a  is the extinction of activity, f 
and, consequently, of personality, and 
nothing more, since life is but an illu
sion, an appearance, a partial mani
festation of the substance, of wffiich ex
istence is a palpable fact. But whether 
the substance exists or not, after the 
vanishing of our personality, is of no 
importance. We shall no longer be 
subject to pain, to evil, to good, to the 
frightful yoke of life. The elements 
which compose our individuality,! de
tached at last from one another, will 
enter into the absolute repose from 
which they will go one by one to form 
other beings.

♦ Not necessarily. The L o r d  Bu d d h a  
lived 40 years after His attainment of N i r 
v a n a .—E d . 

fNot always.—E d .
^Personality, he means.—Ed.
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St. James Gazette.

fl&eCucal Superstition.

I T is touching to see the hold which 
the new superstition about germs 
and their destruction has obtained 

over the public mind during the last 
fifteen or twenty years. Every day 
somebody points to a new form of 
danger, hidden under some familiar 
guise, and asks anxiously how it is to 
be met. Every day fresh horror is 
added to existence by the announce
ment of some alarming discovery, pur
porting to bear the hall-mark of sci
ence.

All the actions of daily life, our 
down-sitting and up-rising, our clothes 
our dwellings, the newspapers, the cab 
the train, the theatre, our every bite 
and sup, our work and our play, all 
are fraught with the most hideous 
perils.

We have no business to exist at all : 
we ought to be dead : and in fact, 
properly speaking, we are dead, or 
next door to it.

Our doom has been spoken, and on
ly one thing can save us, and that is 
to jump into a bath of carbolic acid, 
and stay there. For deadly germs lie 
in ambush on every hand ; and we all 
know that they yiel 1 to no power but 
that of disinfectants. Has not medical 
science said so ? Even the most illit
erate know that.

Last autumn a gang of coalies at 
Hull refused to discharge a cargo of 
coals until they had been disinfected. 
This incident may stand as the high- 
water mark of medical enlightenment. 
The truly scientific attitude of the 
Yorkshire coal-heaver is a crowning 
triumph for those strenuous advocates 
of the late lamented “ antiseptic sur- 
gery, to whom we owe the glorious 
reign of king Carbolic.

Have I overstated the case ? If so, 
some allowance must be nude for a 
man who has been disinfected by a 
doctor (with his tongue in his cheek) 
so often as m yself; and who has eaten 
“ disinfected butter” at Hamburg, a 
most remarkable stuff, reminding him 
a soft soap.

IRetigtous freedom in Hntcrica.
Editor T h e  B u d d h ist  R a y .

Dear Sir : Inclosed you will find
an authentic statement of the recent 
trial and punishment of four Seventh- 
day Adventists in Paris, Henry Co., 
Tennessee, for performing ordinary 
farm labor on Sunday, after having 
observed the seventh day, which they 
believe to be the Sabbath. The in
creasing frequency and severity which 
characterize these persecutions, indic
ate that they are not accidental mani
festations of personal malice, but they 
point to a deep-rooted determination to 
crush out a dissenting minority.

After spending thousands of dollars 
in council fees, and in the circulation 
of literature setting forth the principles 
of religious liberty, with apparently no 
results toward securing in Tennessee 
the exercise of conscience guaranteed 
by the Federal Constitution and the 
constitution of the State of Tennessee, 
the National Religious Liberty Asso
ciation appeals to the press of the 
country, irrespective of politics or re
ligion, to use its powerful educative 
influence in protecting and developing 
the principle of religious freedom in 
this government.

A number of leading journals of the 
country have denounced previous man
ifestations of Tennessee intolerance, 
but the denunciation has not been suf
ficiently general to accomplish the ob
ject sought. To the papers that have 
used their columns in this manner, the 
Association tenders its thanks in the 
name of common justice.

Any information regarding these 
prosecutions not found in the inclosed 
article, will be cheerfully furnished on 
request.

Hoping that this communication 
will receive a measure of your atten
tion, we are,

Yours for religious freedom,
T h e  N a t io n a l  R e l . L ib . A ss’n .

A. F  Ballenger, Sec.
[When the Christians have not so- 

called heathens to persecute, they per
secute one another “ for the love of 
Jesus.” It is the old, old story.— Ed.]
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New Californian.

Sronaparantafta.
PROF. F. L. O. ROEHRIG.

A  m erchant named Puma, who had 
made a fortune by traffic, was once 
on a journey to some far-off country 

when he heard some persons reading 
with a loud voice certain prayers in 
the very words of the B u d d h a . These 
words, so strange to him, strike his 
mind with wonder and surprise. He 
goes at once to S a k y a m u n i, who en
deavors to teach him that the whole 
perfection, the whole law and supreme 
duty consists in renouncing all selfish 
desire and becoming unconditionally 
absorbed in a life devoted to the hap
piness of all men and every living be
ing.

Purna becomes converted to the holy 
doctrine, leaves his riches to the needy, 
renounces the world, and takes the 
heroic resolution to go to the Sronapa- 
rantakas as a missionary' of the sacred 
creed. His holy T e a c h e r  intends to 
discourage him in his resolution, and 
speaks to him thus :

“0  Purna, the men of Sronaparan- 
taka are heartless, fierce, and cruel. 
When they speak to thee angry', hard 
and wicked words, and overwhelm 
thee with unmerited cruel insults, what 
wilt thou then think of it, and how 
wilt thou feel toward them ?”

‘‘0  Ma ste r  and T e a c h e r  of all 
men !” answered Purna, “ if they speak 
to me angry', hard, and wicked words 
and overwhelm me with unmerited in
sults, I shall think and say to m yself: 
The Sronaparantakas are, certainly, 
mild and kind people, as they do not 
strike me with their hand nor throw' 
stones at me.”

The holy T e a c h e r  continues : “ But 
if they should strike thee w'ith their 
hand or throw stones at thee, how 
wouldst thou then feel, and w’hat 
wouldst thou then think of them ?”

“ I should think and say to myself,” 
answered Purna ; “ They are certainly 
mild and kind people, as they strike 
me with neither stick nor sword.”

“ But if they should really strike

thee with a stick or a sword, how 
wouldst thou then feel toward them ?” 
the holy T ea ch er  asked.

“ I should still think that they are 
mild and kind, as they do not take my 
life and heartlessly put me to death.” 

“ But if they should take thy life, if 
they should put thee to death, what 
wouldst thou then think of them ?”

“ I should think and say to myself, 
there are, O holy T ea c h e r , some of 
thy own followers and disciples who, 
on account of this impure body, are 
despised, nated, and tortured, cut with 
swords, or poisoned, or tied and thrown 
into precipices and ravines ; the Sro
naparantakas are mild and kind men, 
as they deliver me of this impure body 
without such torture and with so little 
suffering and pain.”

“ Well, well, hast thou spoken, O 
Purna !” said the Buddha to him. 
“ You may, w'ith thy perfect patience 
and tenderness of soul, go and live in 
the land of the Sronaparantakas. Go, 
O Puma, being delivered from all self
ish thought and desire, deliver others 
likewise. Having reached the other 
side of the river, help others to arrive 
there also ; having found peace and 
consolation, comfort also others ; hav
ing reached the w'hole and perfect state 
of N ir v a n a , make others arrive there 
like thyself!” ,

Purna now really goes to that land 
so full of terrors, and by his never-fail
ing abnegation and resignation of all 
worldly thought and selfish desire, he 
makes this ferocious people good and 
wise, mild, humane, and full of tend
erness, and teaches them the holy pre
cepts of his Ma st e r .

So, indeed, one that is purified, and 
rejects unholy thoughts and selfish 
feelings, will show no hostility or hat
red even to those at whose cruel hands 
he is suffering death. He is like the 
sandal tree which spreads its sweetest 
fragrance over the axe that cuts it 
down.

------- M**-<--------

Speak not harshly to anybody.—  
Dhammapada, v. 133.

Offensive language is harsh even to 
the brutes.— Suttavaddhananiti, v. 16.
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“ Man, as to ALL his Degrees (or Principles) existed 

similarly BEFORE his nativity as (he exists) after
ward. S wedenborg .

NOTES.

liely

^ h e  Bu ddh a ,” says Prof. Max 
Muller, in the Nineteenth Cent
ury, “ allows His followers to 

pH perform one miracle, which 
everybody could, but nobody 
does, perform : namely, to confess 
our sins, and again, not in secret, 
not in the confessional, but pub- 
before the [unmixed] congrega

tion [of monks, or nuns].”
— C a p t . C. Pfoundes has written a 

letter to the Universal Republic about 
his work in Japan, in which he says : 
“ Buddhism has never [like Judaism, 
islam, and christianism] been a per
secuting religion, but always most tol
erant ; and controversy is not at all in 
accordance with its higher, truer, prin
ciples. The discipline teaches, and in
deed enforces, purity in all things, 
sexual morality, vegetarianism, char
ity, and true humanitarian doctrine. 
Buddhism is Enlightenment. It is a 
doctrine of Justice : Eternal Justice. 
It is not atheism or annihilation ; and 
N ir v a n a  may be attained here and 
now, by extinction of all that tends to 
make this world a veritable pandemon
ium. Useless destruction of life, and

cruelty, even to the meanest creature, 
is prohibited. Honesty, as well as 
truthfulness, sexual purity, and ab
stinence from deleterious foods and 
drinks, make up the sum total of the 
commandments; and the Eight Rectit
udes form the basis of the rules of life.”

— Tw o historians are at work upon 
the life and writings of the late Mme 
Blavatsky : Mr W. E. Coleman, the 
the spiritualistic critic, who, in the 
Carrier Dove, takes the ground that she 
was a charlatan and plagiarist; and 
Col. Olcott, the President of the T. S., 
who, in the Theosophist, takes the 
ground that she was a medium of in
carnate and disincarnate Adepts.

— W e  have received a handsomely 
bound copy of “ Swedenborg the Bud
dhist,” in japanese, from the translat
or Mr Kakichi Ohara. This transla
tion contains much that is not to be 
found in the original : many matters 
only hinted at there being here fully 
explained ; for example, Swedenborg's 
teaching about re-incarnation, animals, 
etc. The english “ Preface to the Jap
anese Edition,” is published in fac
simile, as well as in japanese. Com
petent scholars say that the translation 
is faithful; which, since the original is 
often in difficult, idiomatic english, is 
to the credit of the translator. As the 
Christian swedenborgians, the self- 
styled “ new-church” people, have pro
nounced the author of this work a 
“ fool,” “ imbecile,” “ rough,” “ drunk
ard,” “ woman-hater,” “ atheist,” and 
“ devil,” it stands to reason that his 
work must have some merit: that there 
must be some truth of an unusual or
der in i t : something of a helpful, up
lifting nature ; and we believe that the 
intelligent japanese public will find it 
so. Mr Ohara writes : “ I am pleased 
to tell you that the book is selling so 
rapidly that there will soon be need of 
a second (1,500) edition. Twenty or 
more papers have already noticed it 
favorably. The preface written by our 
distinguished buddhist philosopher Mr 
U. Nakanisha, will be translated and 
sent to you. Mr Naojiro Tanaka and 
myself have now on the anvil a trans
lation of “ Swedenborg in the Lama
sery.’” The seriousness and industry
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of these young japanese scholars, de
serves commendation, and imitation on 
the part of their brethren in all lands.

— Our Animal Friends for June has 
the following beautiful testimony : * 'It 
is interesting to know that the buddh- 
ist religion, which has more adherents 
even now than any other, is emphatic
ally a religion of mercy. Of Sa k ya  
Muni, it is well said that His first mis
sion was to rebuke cruelty :
“Unto the dumb lips of His flock He lent 
Sad, pleading words, showing how man, 

who prays
For mercy to the Gods, is merciless.”

His next mission was to teach liu 
manity :

“ My teaching is this, that not the 
slightest act of charity, even to the 
lowest class of beings, such as saving 
the life of an insect out of pity, that 
this act. . .  shall bring to the doer of it 
consequent benefit.”

Here are some of His maxims :
“ All beings desire happiness ; there

fore, to all extend your benevolence.” 
“ Hurt not others with that which 

pains yourself.”
“ The practice of religion involves, 

as a first principle, a loving, compas
sionate heart for all creatures. ’

“ He that is tender to all that lives is 
protected by heaven and loved by men. ” 

Sakya Muni did not argue in sup
port of His merciful doctrines ; He 
simply taught them ; conscience did 
the rest. So it will always be. The 
best service to the cause of humanity 
will always be to love mercy, and prac
tice and teach it with simplicity ; and 
such service wall never be in vain.”

— In answer to many inquiries, we 
wish to say that the first volume of the 
Ray cannot b  ̂ had from us for love or 
money. If anybody has a copy to dis
pose of, please let us know it.

— An interesting discussion between 
humanitarians and vivisectionists has 
for some time been carried on in our 
London exchange, the Agnostic Journal. 
The humanitarians, headed by Messrs 
Amos Waters and Edw. Maitland, have 
thus far the best of the discussion, and 
will continue to have it, the vivisection 
fiends being arrayed against justice 
and mercy. We recommend the Ag

nostic Journal to our brethren every
where, but especially to those of them 
who are infested by the Christian “ sky- 
pilots.” By the way, Saladin, the 
editor, queries whether Adam and Eve 
had a marriage-license ; and whether 
their offspring was legitimate. Can 
any one of our readers inform him ?

— T he first number of the Moslem 
World, the organ of the mohammedan 

propaganda in this country, has been 
received. It is edited by our friend 
Mr Mohammed A. R. Webb, with 
whose name our readers are already 
familiar. If Mr Webb, with the help 
of A'lah, Mohammed, and the Koran, 
can do but one good in this his native 
land, to wit, cleanse the “ holy” mono- ■ 
gamic sty, he will, in a future incarn
ation, reap a great reward.

— W e again call the attention of our 
brethren to the Journal of the Buddhist 
Text Society of India, edited by Babu 
Sarat Chandra Das, the tibetan ex
plorer. Send your name and address, 
for a sample copy, and become a sub
scriber, and so encourage a noble and 
important undertaking. For address, 
see p. i 6.

— Ou r  french exchange, the Journal 
du Magnetisme, is very much exercised 
about a law, lately smuggled through 
the french legislature, which prohibits 
the healing of the sick by any process 
except that of the “ regular” poisoners 
and vivisectionists. In this country, 
they have again and again tried to 
have that law passed, and with more 
or less success. It will be remembered 
that France is a “ free” country.

— In the June Arena, an editor is 
quoted thus : “ There is no such thing 
in America as an independent press ; 
unless it is in the country towns. We 
are all slaves. There is not one of you 
who dares express an honest opinion.
I am paid $150.00 a week for keeping 
honest opinions out of the paper I am 
connected with . . . .  The business of a 
Newr York journalist is to distort the 
truth, to pervert and vilify, to fawn at 
the feet of Mammon, and to sell his 
country and his race for his daily bread. 
We are the tools and vassals of the 
rich men behind the scenes. ..  We are 
intellectual prostitutes.”



8 T H E  BUDDH IST R A Y .

— Mr Leon Futener, a well-to-do 
Swiss merchant, who recently travel
ed afoot in California, “ to see the land 
of the free,” has been interviewed by 
the Los Angeles Herald: “ I am not
at all sure,” said he, “ that amerieans 
need feel any great pride over their 
country ; . . .  it is drifting to class gov
ernment very fast. My experience in 
my pedestrian tour will show you how 
free you people are. . . I asked no fav
ors, paid for what I got, and yet on 
four occasions I was halted by con
stables, rudely asked my business, and 
it was only too plain that they were 
eager to make a fee out of me as a 
vagrant. In this alleged free country 
of yours, I find it a crime to walk your 
highways and ask for work ; and, fur
thermore, it seems that the rural con
stable and justice, to use an american 
phrase, “ pool their issues” and con
sider it a crime for a man to walk at 
all. In a little town in Ventura coun
ty a constable actually arrested me, 
and only gave up his prize reluctantly 
when I showed him letters from the 
swiss consul in San Francisco, and 
from influential friends of mine. . . .  I 
wondered, as I saw an american flag 
flying over a California school-house, 
if the children could grow up to re
spect an emblem which represents a 
government that protects land mono
polists only, and sen's men to jail for 
walking its highways and asking for 
work.”

— President Cleveland in receiv
ing a delegation from the presbyter- 
ian general assembly said : ‘We still
profess to be a Christian people.” The 
Investigator takes the President to task 
in this fashion :

“ We were not aware that our nation 
had made any religious profession, nor 
that, as a people, we were Christians. 
Among the 70,000,000 of our popula
tion there may be 20,000,000 who are 
willing to be ranked as Christians, but 
no more. This does not look as tho’ 
‘we profess to be a Christian people.’ 
Mr Cleveland uses the word ‘still’ in 
his sermon at the White House in a 
way to imply that we have always pro
fessed to be a Christian people. We 
do not think that history will sustain

the President in his assertion. We 
know of no confession of faith having 
been made by the american people.”

— Luzads Oriental List for June men
tions the appearance of several buddh
istic works in german : Dr A. Brod- 
beek’s “ Life and Teaching of the Bud
dha” (Zurich 1893) i Dr L. von Schrce- 
der’s “ Buddhism and Christendom” 
(Reval 1893) ; and K. E. Neuman’s 
“ The Dhammapada” (Leipzig, 1893).

— A  writer in the Illustrated Califor
nian, for August, says : “ Modern bud- 
dhists are inclined towards atheism. 
They neither assert nor deny a future 
life, saying that they will not speak 
definitely of that which they cannot 
understand.” Which shows that the 
“ modem” buddhists have good sense. 
Only a fool will make assertions about 
matters concerning which he has no 
personal knowledge. Again, is it athe
ism to refrain from making foolish as
sertions ? What silly jumble these 
aliens make of our faith ! The news
papers and magazines are full of child
ish and misleading statements there- 
anent. When they want to inform the 
public on any subject with which they 
themselves are not familiar, instead of 
getting an expert to do it for them, 
they take the statements of the first 
man that comes along, no matter how 
ignorant and unsympathetic he may be.

— “ T he Rev. Dr M. Woolsey,” says 
the Chicago News-Record, “ has a son 
who gives promise of becoming a pro
found theologian. Not long ago he 
asked : ‘Papa, do I understand that it 
is your belief that we shall recognize 
each other in hell ?’ For some minutes 
the minister was stupified ; but finally 
he recovered, and answered, ‘I hope 
not, my son.’” We would have an
swered : “ Son, as we recognize each 
other in hell now, I think we shall do 
so in the future.”

— In the Atlantic a writer denounces 
the american vice of gregariousness. 
He admits that the gregarious habit 
sharpens the wits, but maintains that 
it dulls the higher intellectual powers. 
Gregariousness prevents the individual 
enjoyment of Nature, and thus dwarfs 
the intellect, and debases the manners 
by compulsory and servile imitation.
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3Bu&&bist Convocations.
BY C. SAMERESINGHA.

T H E  F O U R T H  C O N V O C A T I O N .

IN the year 235 after the death of our 
Lord, the Third Convocation was 

held. Moggalli Putta Tissa Thera 
sent during the following year Rabat 
Monks from Asokaramaya to teach the 
Doctrine of Enlightenment in foreign 
lauds.

1. To Kashmere and Gundhave he 
sent Maggantika and lour other monks. 
These countries lie near each other 
on the southern declivity of the great 
Himalayan range ; and the inhab
itants were serpent-worshipers. On 
his arrival, Maggantika found a great 
number of these assembled together 
in a certain place to sacrifice to the 
serpent-god Arawala. And he preached 
to them the Asirwisopama Sutta, with 
this outcome, that 80,000 entered the 
Four Noble Paths [Sowan, Sakdagami, 
Anagami, and Arihath], and 100,000 
became monks.

2. Maha Dewa and four other monks 
went to the Mahinsaka country, on the 
eastern coast of India ; and preached 
the Dewaduta Sutta ; at the close of 
which 40,000 persons ended their de
sires and entered the Four Noble Paths, 
and a similar number became monks.

3. Rakkitha and four other monks 
went to Wanawasi [Tibet] and preach
ed the Anamataggapariya Sutta ; at 
the close of which 60,000 persons en
tered the Four Noble Paths, and 36,- 
000 became monks. Soon afterward 
no less than 500 monasteries were 
established there.

4. Yonaka Dhammarakkita and four 
other monks went to Aparanlaka [Per
sia] and preached the Agniskandopana 
Sutta ; at the close of w hich 39,000 
persons entered the Four Noble Paths, 
and 1000 members of the royal family 
became monks.

5- Maha Dhammarakkita and four 
other monks went to Maharata on the 
western coast of India, and preached 
the Narajakasyapa Jatake ; and 84,000 
persons entered the Four Noble Paths, 
and 13,000 became monks.

6. Maha Rakkitha and four other 
monks went to Yonaka [Arabia] and 
preached the Kalakarama Sutta ; and
127,000 persons entered the Four Noble 
Paths; and 10,000 became monks.

7. Magghima, Kassapagotta, Ala- 
kadewa, Dundubhissara, and Maha- 
dewa went to Himawat Pedesa [China] 
where they preached Dhamma Chakka 
Suttam, and made 800,000,000 persons 
enter the Noble Paths. Himawat Pe
desa appears to have been as populous 
then as it is now ; and to have been 
divided into five great divisions. These 
five monks separated subsequently and 
took up their abode in those five divis
ions, where each made 100,000 monks 
respectively.

8. Sona and Uttara, with three 
other monks, went to the Golden Land. 
This lies between Siam and Burma, 
and has a range of mountains from 
which gold has been obtained since 
time immemorial, and hence its name. 
On their arrival, the missionaries were 
met by the natives, who, armed with 
clubs and swords sought to drive them 
away. Sona asked them the reason, 
and they answered, “ You are, without 
doubt, the friends of the she-demon 
who has been in the habit of coming 
out from the sea to devour the infant 
princes bom in the royal family, and 
hence we do not want you here.” And 
Sona replied, “ We are not her friends; 
we do not take the life of any being; 
we are monks of irreproachable charac
ter, who take but one meal aday.”

As he was speaking, the she-demon 
was seen coming toward the palace to 
devour the infant prince just born. 
But by his super-human power Sona 
at once frightened her back into the 
sea.

And to the people assembled on that 
occasion he preached the Brahamajala 
Sutta, and converted all, so that they 
took refuge in the Three Gems : 60,- 
000 entered the Four Noble Paths, and 
3,500 became monks.

From that time forward, the infants 
born in the royal family were named 
Son-Uttara, in honor of Sona and Ut
tara.

9. It appears to have been decided 
by Moggalli Putta Tissa Thera that

9
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Mihindu. Uttiya, Ittiya, Bhaddasala, 
Sambala, and Sumana Samanera [the 
sou of Sanghamitta and Aggibrahma] 
should go to Ceylon.

A t this time the reigning monarch 
in Ceylon was Mutasiwa, and as he 
was then very old and infirm, Mihindu 
found it necessary to postpone his de
parture until the accession of his son, 
Dewananpia Tissa to the throne.

In the mean time, he left the Asoka- 
ramaya monastery, and with the other 
four monks, spent six months in visit
ing his relatives at Rajagaha; and 
after that a month visiting his mother 
at Wedisa. It was at this place that 
prince Bandhuka, the son of the eldest 
sister of Mihindu’s mother, attained 
unto the Third Noble Path [Anagami] 
while listening to a sermon that Mi
hindu preached to his mother.

And here also Bandhuka joined the 
missionaries to go Ceylon.

This happened in the twelfth year 
of Mihindu’s ordination, and in the 
thirty-second of his age.

On a day appointed he and the other 
monks ascended to the summit of the 
Wedisa mountain, passed through the 
air to Ceylon, and rested on the sum
mit of the Misraka Peak, situated in 
the eastern direction of Anuradhapura, 
the ancient capital of Ceylon.

It was on the full-moon day of June 
in the year 236 after our L ord, that 
Mihindu Thera arrived in Ceylon. On 
that memorable day, which was a pub
lic holiday, the king Dewananpia Tissa 
with 40,000 troops, left Anuradhapura 
to hunt at the Misraka mountain.

Arrived at the foot of the mountain 
he saw a deer grazing, and as he was 
about to shoot it, the thought that it 
would be improper to slay an animal 
in the act of feeding, came into his 
mind, and caused him to hesitate ; 
whereupon the animal, swift as light
ning, bounded away up the mountain 
where Mihindu was, and whither the 
king followed in hot haste.

Mihindu, seeing the king approach
ing, called ou t: “ Tissa, Tissa, come
hither !”

’I he king, astonished at hearing him
self addressed so familiarly, stopped and 
looked up and when he saw before

him a man closely shaven and clad in 
yellow garments, he could not make 
up his mind as to whether it was a 
real man or a demon.

“ Great king,’ interrupted Mihindu, 
“ we are monks, G au tam a ’s disciples, 
and have come hither from India with 
the motive to do you good.”

On hearing these words, a train of 
ideas rushed into the king’s mind, 
which helped him to form the opinion 
that this strange man could be no other 
than a buddhist monk.

It should be observed here that De
wananpia Tissa, through merits ac
quired in former births, had spontan
eously come into possession of great 
wealth in this birth. For, at the foot 
of the rock Jata, under three peculiar 
bamboo trees, precious stones, and on 
the sea shore along the town of Tam- 
menna Totta, precious pearls of great 
value, had been found by the people 
and presented to him soon after he had 
been proclaimed king.

Much of this wealth he had sent to 
king Asoka in India, with whom, al
though he had never seen him, he was 
on friendly terms. He had sent an 
embassy, consisting of prince Maha 
Aritta, as chief, a brahman, and two 
other ministers, with a large retinue, 
to Asoka. They had embarked at 
Dambakolapatuna, had landed at one 
of the indian ports after a voyage of 
seven days, had thence travelled by 
land to Patna in other seven days, and 
had presented the gifts to Asoka, who 
was delighted with them.

King Asoka had granted them titles 
and honors befitting their rank, and 
after having entertained them for five 
months had given them permission to 
return home with many presents for 
their king. They had left Patna on 
the first day after the new moon in the 
month of May, had embarked at the 
port of Damah, had touched and land
ed at Dambakolapatuna, had seen the 
king and given him the presents on 
the third day before the full-moon in 
May.

Amongst the presents sent by Asoka 
were a golden crown, a sword, a pair 
of slippers, and water from the river 
Ganges and the lake Anottatta, intend
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ed for Dewananpia TiSsa’s coronation, 
as desired by Asoka, and a letter con
taining these w ords:

“ I have taken refuge in the L ord 
Buddha, the Law, and the Brother
hood of the Select, and I have become 
a follower of the Doctrine of G autam a  
of the sakya race. I  would have also 
you follow my example.”

Now, when Mihindu addressed him, 
Dewananpia Tissa remembered these 
words of Asoka, and laid aside his 
weapons, approached him, seated him
self at a respectful distance, and en
tered into further conversation with 
him, in the presence of his retinue, 
which had now come up to the spot.

Mihindu now presented to the king’s 
view the other monks that had come 
with him. And the king asked in 
astonishment, ‘ ‘When did these ar
rive?” Mihindu answered, “ Great 
king, they arrived with me.” “ Are 
there at present in India, other monks 
like these ?” continued the astonished 
king. “  Yes, ” answered Mihindu, 
“ India is replete and resplendent with 
color, and wafted with an atmosphere 
mingled with the yellow robes of bud- 
dhist monks at present. Immense is 
the number of the monks who have 
acquired a distinct understanding of 
events present, past, and future ; who 
have obtained iriJhi ; who have gained 
knowledge of what passes in the minds 
of others; who have ended desire ; and 
who have attained unto Arhathood.” 
And the king queried, “ How did you 
come over from India to Ceylon ?” 
“Neither by land, nor by sea,” answer
ed the Elder.

And the Elder questioned the king, 
and found him capable of comprehend
ing the Doctrine of the Bu d d h a , and 
he preached the Chulahastipadopama 
Sutta, at the close of which both he 
and his 40,000 men took refuge in the 
Three Gems.

When the evening meal was brought 
the king invited Mihindu to partake 
thereof. But he refused, saying, “ We 
do not eat at this hour of the day.” 
The king then learnt that buddhist 
monks do not eat after noon.

Afterward he wanted them to go 
along to the city; but Mihindu refused

saying, “ No, you may go; but we will 
remain here.” “ If so,” said the king, 
“ let prince Banduka follow us." “ No,” 
said the Elder, “ Banduka has attained 
unto the First Noble Path, and is fit 
to become a member of the Order. 
Maharajah, we will now ordain him, 
and you may go.”

The king then invited them to visit 
Anuradhapura on the next morning. 
Then he called Banduka aside, con
versed with him anent Mihindu, and 
his parentage ; and then left the Mis- 
raka Peak for the city.

Banduka was now made a monk ; 
and then and there, when he had been 
robed and ordained, he became an 
Arhat.

That night Mihindu preached the 
Samachitta Sutta to the Heavenly be
ings (Devas).

On the following morning the king’s 
state-coach came to the foot of the 
mountain to take the Bhickshus to the 
city. But Mihindu declined the use 
of it, and said that he would come 
without the use of a vehicle. It was 
then driven back, and the Elder, with 
the rest went to the capital in the man
ner in which they had come to Ceylon: 
that is, through the air.

After a meal at the palace, Mihindu 
preached the sermon, Prethawastu 
Wimanawastu Sattasanyuttaka, and 
at its close 500 women of the royal 
household attained to the First Noble 
Path. Afterward, to satisfy an eager 
crowd of people, who had assembled 
at the palace gate, he preached at the 
royal elephant-stable, the Dewa Duta 
Sutta; at the close of which about 1000 
men entered the First Noble Path. 
Again, on the same day, in the royal 
botanical garden, he preached the 
Asirwisopama Sutta ; and the number 
that attained unto the First Path was 
about 1000.

Thus about 2,500 persons appear to 
have been blessed with the attainment 
of the First Noble Path, on the second 
day after Mihindu’s arrival in Ceylon.

The number subsequently convert
ed by Mihindu was very great; and 
many out of those that had been con
verted became monks, received ordina
tion, and attained to the Noble Paths.
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Mihindu defined the limits of the 
sites intended for monasteries, pagodas, 
and other religious houses. And he 
sent to India for his sister, the nun 
Sanghamitta to found convents ; also 
for some relics of the Buddha for the 
pagodas, and a twig of the sacred Bo- 
tree, to be planted at Anuradhapura.

And thus he accomplished the ob
ject of his mission within a period of 
two years.

It now remained for him to hold a 
Convocation.

One day the king inquired of him, 
whether everything in connection with 
the Buddha’s Noble Doctrine had been 
established in the land ; and he re
ceived the answer that that would not 
be the case before the Vinaya [Disci
pline] had been expounded by a monk 
born, bred, robed, and ordained there. 
And upon further inquiry the king 
learnt that his nephew Maha Arittha 
had all the qualifications necessary for 
that office. Also, that it would be ne
cessary to erect a building for that pur
pose.

The king then gave orders for the 
erection of a building, similar to the 
one erected by Ajasath in India in the 
days of the First Convocation, on a spot 
at Thupa Ramaya within the walls of 
the city, where a Pali College was aft
erward founded by the prime-minister 
Megha Warna Abhaya.

In this building, two pulpits were 
erected; one facing the north, for 
Maha A rittha; another facing the 
south, for Mihindu ; also a great num
ber of seats for the other monks.

On a day appointed, Mihindu en
tered the pulpit intended for him, and 
called upon Maha Arittha to ascend 
the other. He then began to repeat 
the Pali Text that treats concerning 
the Vinaya.

There were 68 monks seated about 
Mihindu ; and the monk Metha Abhe- 
ya with a train of 500 disciples, occu
pied the seats about the pulpit of Maha 
Arittha to learn the Vinaya.

The king, the ministers, and a host 
of people were also present; seated ac
cording to their rank, and eagerly 
awaiting the full establishment of the 
Noble Doctrine in their land.

After Maha Arittha had expounded 
the Vinaya the earth quaked.

Eater, Mihindu selected 68 Arhat- 
monks, and held a regular Convoca
tion in that building, on the full-moon 
day of November, in the year 238 after 
the death of our L ord Gautama.

This has been called the Fourth 
Convocation ; and it was conducted in 
a manner similar to those held in the 
days of Maha Kasyapa and Rewata.

A t this time the number of the 
monks that belonged to the establish
ment of Thupa Rama Viharaya, the 
first monastery in Ceylon, was 60,000.

-------------- M * H --------------

flTom tbe fEbitot’s lRote=Boofi.

On the grave of the sultan Alp-arslan 
is the following inscription : “ All 
ye that have beheld the greatness of 

Alp-arslan, raised to the sky, come to 
Meru, and ye shall see him hurried in 
the dust.”

Charles V II, the german emperor, 
said truly : “ Misfortune will never
leave me till I leave it.” Many per
sons might say the same of their self
ishness.

Beethoven told a servant that the 
reason she could not make good soup 
was that she was not pure at heart. 
He had caught her in a lie. Impurity 
at heart accounts probably for the fact 
that so many women make poor bread.

Avempaee, a Spanish arab (1138), 
wrote a work entitled, “ Regime, or 
Conduct of the Solitary which he 
set forth as a system of rules by which 
man may rise from the life of the senses 
to the perception of pure intellectual 
principles, and may participate in the 
Divine Thought which sustains the 
world (N ir v a n a).

The illustrious Swedish statesman, 
Axel Oxenstjerna, wrote to his son : 
“ My son, you do not j'et know with 
how little wisdom men are governed. 
(“ Nescis mi fili, quantilla prudentia 
homines regantur.” ) He should have 
lived in this country, in these days.
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Joseph Priestly, the discoverer of 
oxygen, was laughed at in Paris as a 
believer in christianism ; at home, in 
England, he was branded as a blas
phemous atheist.

Francois Albertini, a jesuit, who 
died in 1619, wrote a work entitled, 
“De Angelo Custode,” in which he 
tried to prove that animals have guard
ian angels. If men have, why should 
not the animals have ? I fail utterly 
to see that men are better than ani
mals.

Abdalmalek, the fifth omniade cal
iph, surnamed the Stony Extortioner, 
because of his avarice, had a breath so 
infectious that it killed the flies that 
alighted on his lips. There are some 
men and women whose breath would 
kill me, had I to live with them.

Governor John Winthrop of Massa
chusetts wrote : “ The best part of a
community is always the least; and of 
that best part the wiser part is always 
the lesser.” That is the reason why 
I do not believe in popular or demon- 
cratic government.

Pope Adrian VI. made this epitaph 
for his grave : “ Here lies Adrian, who 
in life, thought nothing more unfort
unate than that he had to command 
others.” The Adrians are nowadays 
very rare birds.

Fourier defined Civilization as “ a 
false and imperfect condition ; writh 
poverty, crime, ignorance, idleness, re
pugnant toil, disease, wasting wrars, 
general antagonism or competition, 
oppression, and misery and it strikes 
me that he hit the nail squarly on the 
head.

Basilides, the gnostic, taught that 
the Good Principle consists of seven 
perfections : Mind, Word, Understand- 
mg, Power, Excellences, Princes, and 
y s' And Bonaventura, in his 

Reductio Artium in Theologiam,” re
presents union with that Principle, to 
which the mind attains through six 
stages, as the highest good.

Amurat II., the turkish emperor,

made a treaty of peace with king La- 
dislaus of Hungary, at the latter’s re
quest. It was signed by the emperor 
who swore upon the Koran to keep i f  
and by the king, who swore upon the 
Bible. Cardinal Julien Cesarini, the 
pope s legate in Germany, persuaded 
the king to break it ; and the latter 
sent general Huniade with an army 
against the emperor. On the battle
field the emperor drew the treaty out 
of his bosom, held it up toward heaven 
and cried out : “ O Jesus ! behold the 
treaty which the Christians have sworn 
by thy holy name to keep ! If thou 
art God, as they say, avenge thyself 
and me !” King Ladislaus fell on the 
battle-field, cardinal Cesarini perished 
in an unknown way, and general Hu
niade was routed. Of course, I do not 
believe that the jewish ascetic, Jesus 
had anything to do with this affair ; 
but I believe that Nature paid the 
baptized perjurers spot-cash.

The poet Shelley was held up by the 
Christians as an atheist, a monster of 
iniquity, though he was one of the 
purest, gentlest, most lovable of men ; 
of the tenderest private affections, and, 
beyond the immediate circle of these, 
of the largest flowing charity.

Gaspard Cort-Real, a Portuguese, 
landed in 1500 on the coast of Labra
dor, and stole some of the natives, 
whom he took to Portugal and sold for 
slaves. The next year he went for an
other cargo, but did not return. Then 
his brother Miguel set out to find him. 
He also did not return. Then the king 
sent out two ships to find them, but 
nothing could be learned of their fate. 
Sometimes Karma works swiftly.

When Andrew Crosse created acari 
by electricity, which was later also 
done by Faraday, the Christians forth
with accused him of impiety ; calling 
him a “ reviler of our holy religion.” 
The church-rote is, that only Jehovah 
can create.

When Dr John Jeffries [1744— 1819] 
proposed giving a series of anatomical 
lectures in Boston, the feeling against 
it, on the part of the Christians, was so
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strong, that they broke into his room, 
seized the subject which was to illus
trate the lecture, and by their threats 
and violence put a stop to the course 
of lectures. The Christians persecuted 
Sir Richard Arkwright for his inven
tions in cotton-spinning : on one occa
sion his large factory was destroyed by 
a mob of these, in the presence of a 
powerful military and police force, and 
without a word of interference from 
the magistrates. George Stephenson 
said, on one occasion : “ I have fought 
for the locomotive single-handed for 
nearly twenty years. I have put up 
with every rebuff, determined not to be 
put down.” It is worthy of notice, 
that all the progress of mankind, in 
morality, art, and science, as exhibited 
at the Chicago Fair, is owing wholly 
to the gospel-enlightened people, who 
are now trying to exclude the work
ing-men from the Fair by closing it on 
Sundays, and who are sending mission
aries to Japan, to tell thejapanese that 
they are besotted idolaters.

The legend says that Pandora, the 
All-Endowed, possessed a box filled 
with winged blessings, which man
kind would have continued to enjoy, if 
curiosity had not prompted her to open 
it :— when all the blessings, except 
Hope, flew out.

I have found this in the London Ag
nostic Journal: “ When I was a student 
in Paris,” said Dr C. Bell Taylor, at a 
recent meeting of anti-vivisectionists 
held in Nottingham, “ they used to 
perform sixty-four operations upon the 
same living horse. Eight students 
would be engaged on the same animal 
at the same time. Six or more horses 
were used up in this way in a week, 
and no anaesthetics were employed. 
The operations commenced at 6 o’clock 
in the morning, and ended at 6 at 
night. The eyes were cut out, the 
teeth punched out, the hoofs torn off, 
the body fired, and every conceivable 
operation upon nerves, arteries, veins, 
skull, and brain was performed upon 
the bound, groaning, writhing beast, 
whose agony and whose impotence one 
would have thought might have moved 
a heart of stone [or ‘God’]. Here is a

report from an eye-witness, Dr Mur
dock, of what occurred upon one oc
casion : ‘A  little chestnut mare, worn 
out in the service of man, had unfort
unately survived the numerous tort
ures of the day, and no longer resem
bled any creature of this earth. Her 
thighs were cut open, the skin tom 
aw ay, ploughed through with hot irons, 
harrowed with dozens of setons, the 
sinews cut through, the hoofs torn off, 
and the eyes pierced. In this blind 
and powerless condition the miserable 
creature was placed, amid laughter, 
upon its bleeding, hoofless feet, to 
show those present, w7ho were operat
ing upon seven other horses, what 
human skill could perform before death 
released their victim.’

A  writer in Cornhill calls attention 
to the miserable fate that awaits many 
a beautiful little egret just w'hen, in its 
fairest dress, it sits on the nest. One 
feather firm, we are told, has as many 
as fifty men employed in the nesting 
season to secure those feathers that 
milliners call aigrettes, which are so 
much worn in women’s bonnets... The 
collector waits till the little mother- 
bird is on her nest, her little breast full 
of peace, and the young just hatched, 
that she will not leave them easily, 
though alarmed. He ruthlessly seizes 
her, tears off her crowning plumes and 
her wings, and then throw's her down, 
gasping, torn, and fluttering, to die be
side her little ones, w'ho, deprived of 
her fostering care, die also miserably. 
The same writer assures us that lately 
at a meeting of anti-vivisectionists, 
many of the women protesting against 
the cruelty of vivisection wore these 
very egret plumes in their bonnets.’”

These two accounts will partially in
dicate why Christendom needs the 
truly humanizing Gospel of our Lord 
the Buddha.

In our Sacred Scriptures 1 read :
“ Because he has pity upon every 

living creature, therefore is a man 
called ‘holy’.”— Dhammapada, v. 270.

“ Hurt not others with that which 
pains yourself.”— Udanavarga, 5. 18.

“ The member of the B uddha 's or
der should not intentionally destroy
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t1ie life of any being, down even to a 
worm or an ant.”— Mahavagga, 1. 78.

Mr H. Blanchamp declares the doc
trine of human irresponsibility. He 
asserts that he is an automaton, a pup
pet dangling on any distinctive wire 
which Fate holds with unrelaxing grip. 
Free-will is a myth invented by man 
to satisfy his emotions, not his reason. 
It is impossible, he thinks, to avoid 
the conclusion that we are irresponsi
ble automata whose thoughts and ac
tions are predestined to the minutest 
details. Religion is the form of intel
lectual measles. If it is caught in later 
years it becomes a disease fraught with 
danger. Jesus was absolutely ignor
ant of science ; an ignorance for which 
he should not be blamed, because of 
the narrow-minded bigotry which in
formed the contemporary system of 
education ; nevertheless, being thus 
ignorant, his teachings cannot be de
pended upon.

The Age of Hotels.— The hotel sys
tem of the West is a nuisance and de
testable. It is cold, heartless, and un- 
hospitable. The vast supply of eat
ables is wholly unnecessary. It must, 
however, be paid for whether eaten or 
not. From the time you leave home 
till you again step on the door-stone, 
you are a stranger : a “ g u e s t b y  the 
way, a funny word, in the mouth of a 
an extortionate hotel-keeper. No one 
has any aim but to get your money. 
It co ts as much to spend a day away 
from home as 50 years ago it cost dur
ing a month. The decrease of hospit
ality pays for the marble fronts of 
buildings that are multiplied almost 
beyond estimate. This is one of the 
many curses of our western civilization.

A peculiar Christian sect, calling 
themselves the Slaves of Christ, has 
been discovered in the district of Du- 
nilovo, Vladimirsk. The adherents of 
the sect believe that if one dies by the 
‘‘red death,” his soul goes direct!)' to 
Christ in heaven. He that makes up 
his mind to die like a saint, gets bap
tized, and partakes of the communion. 
He then lies down on the floor with 
his feet to the door. From a cavity

made especially for the purpose, there 
creeps a man dressed in red clothes 
with a large red pillow in his hands. 
The attending worshippers begin to 
sing a dirge, while the red man throws 
the pillow over the doomed man’s face 
and holds it there until the man is suf
focated. If the man that dooms him
self to the “ red death” is strong, he is 
bound to the floor with ropes, so that 
in his struggles at the last moment he 
may not be able to overpower the 
“slave of Christ” wdio executes the 
terrible ceremony at his request.

“ In spite of her millions,” said the 
late M. Renan, “ wealthy England will 
never have an art worthy of the name. 
Art is a child of a society with lofty 
aims, living for glory, and the ideal. 
It can accommodate itself to municipal 
republics, to the princely life of an al
most sovereign aristocracy, and to 
monastic life, because that life permits 
of broad extensions, of great works 
undertaken in common. I see clearly 
what kings, republics, princes, nobles, 
monks, and the poor have done for 
civilization ; but I cannot conceive 
w'hat grand achievement could be the 
result of a society founded upon the 
selfishness of individual possession. I 
fear the final result of such a society 
w'ould only be deplorable mediocrity.”

When the body of a woman was ex
humed, a few days ago, at Szegedin, 
Hungary, for an autopsy, it was found 
that she had been buried alive and giv
en birth to a child in the grave.

Eight words in “ God’s” book have 
cost the lives of 7,000,000 persons, 
mostly women and children, within 
Christendom ; and they are these: 
“ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.”

Seek not the audible !
The voice that cries, distrust;
For by the inward ear thou must 

Hear what the Spirit wills.
Voiceless and wordless comes 

The message that shall rule ;
Mightiest in silence is the school 

Wherein the Spirit learns.
Resist not Reason, when 

A greater force than this,
Which rules thy life, thou must resist, 

The Spirit’s will, obey.
—A d e i.E.
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•pHE JOURNAL OF THE MAHA-EODHI 
L SOCIETY; devoted to Buddhist philoso

phy, and the restoration of the Buddlia- 
Gaya Temple to the Buddhist world, edited 
by H. Dharmapala, 29 Baniapooker road, 
Eutally, Calcutta, India. Price Rs. 2, a 
year.

THE BUDDHIST ; a weekly magazine, 
the organ o the Southern School of Buddh
ism. Colombo, Ceylon.

THE THEOSOPHIST ; a monthly maga
zine, conducted by H. S. Olcott, and pub
lished at the headquarters of the Theoso- 
phical Society; Adyar, Madras, India. Rs.
8, a year.

THE A R E N A ; an illustrated monthly 
exponent of social, religious, scientific and 
philosophic subjects; edited by B. O. Flower, 
Boston, Mass. $5.00 a year.

THE OPEN COURT ; a weekly journal 
devoted to the work of conciliating religion 
with science ; edited by Dr. Paul Cams, 
Chicago, Ills. $2.00 a year.

THE HOME - MAKER ; an elegantly 
illustrated monthly magazine for ladies; 
devoted to domestic affairs; edited by 
“ Jenny June ”  and daughter (Mrs. Sidney), 
36 Union Square, New York. $2.00 a year.

NOTES AND QUERIES; a monthly 
magazine of History, Folk-Lore, Mathe
matics, Mysticism, Art and Science ; edited 
by S. C. & L. M. Gould, Manchester, N. H. 
$1.00 a year.

THEW ORLD’S ADVANCE-THOUGHT; 
a monthly magazine, devoted to mystic and 
esoteric subjects. Portland, Oregon.

THE AGNOSTIC JOURNAL; edited by 
“ Saladin,’’ with contributions from the 
pens of some of the most noted agnostics 
of England. 41 Farringdon St., London, 
E. C., 10s. 6d. yearly.

THE LIGHT OF TRUTH ; a weekly 
magazine, devoted to the philosophy and 
phenomena of spiritualism. Cincinnati, 
Ohio.

THE JOURNAL OF HYGEIO - THER
APY : AND ANTI-VACCINATION: a 
monthly magazine, devoted to a correct 
method of living. Edited by T. V. Gifford, 
Kokowo, Ind. $1.00 a year.

FOOD, HOME, anti GARDEN, the or
gan of the Vegetarian Society of America ;
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edited by Rev H. S. Clubb, and published 
a t 310 Chestnut st., Philadelphia. 50 cents 
a year.

TH E CEN TURY DICTIONARY is both 
a dictionary and a condensed and usable 
encyclopedia. It occupies an entirely new 
field. It has been in preparation ten years, 
under the direction of Prof.Wm. D.Whitney 
of Yale University, assisted by editorial 
contributors, among them leading men in 
every department of literature, science and 
art. I t  contains 7046 pages— defining nearly 
225,000 words, with 50,000 technical, idio
matic and colloquial phrases, nearly 300 000 
quotations, and foreign phrases and abbre
viations. It contains 8000 illustrations.
*A  large pamphlet o f full-size sample 

pages, with a complete list of editorial con
tributors and a full description o f the work 
itself, will be sent for five two-cent stamps. 
Smaller descriptive circulars free. Tub 
C e n t u a r y  C o ., 33 East 17th S t . ,NewYork.

“ SW ED EN BO RG  T H E  BUDDHIST
OR, THE HIGHER SWEDENBORGIANISM, ITS 
SECRETS, AND THIBETAN ORIGIN.’ By Phi- 
laugi Dasa. 322 octavo-pages.

“ An interesting and valuable book. ’—The Path.
“ A very excellent compendium o f the Esoteric 

Doctrine.” — The Theosophist.
“ Interesting, spirited and instructive.”—Relipio- 

Philosophical Journal.

TOURNAL OF TH E BUDDHIST TEXT 
SOCIETY OF INDIA, edited by Sarat 
Candra Das, C. I. E., at Calcutta. Rs 5, a 
year.

THE CARRIER DOVE. A Magazine 
devoted to Spiritualism and Reform. Illus
trated. 121 Eighth St., San Francisco, Cal. 
$2.50 a year.

THE LIGHT OF THE EAST. A hindu 
magazine devoted to aryan philosophy, re
ligions and occultism. Edited by S. C. 
Mukhopadhyaya, M. A. 11 Sikdarbagan 
St., Cornwallis, Calcutta, India. Rs 5.

THE FLAMING SWORD. Devoted to 
Koreshanity. Koresh, editor. Chicago, Ills. 
$1.00.

THE NEW CALIFORNIAN, a monthly 
magazine devoted to philosophy, ethics, ana 
psychology. Edited by the Misses Off and 
Carhart, Los Angeles, Cal. $1,50 a year.

DR FOOTE’S HEALTH MONTHLY, 
edited by Drs Foote, 129 E- 28th St. New 
York. 50 cents a year.


