SUPPLEMENT 70 THR

ritish @piﬁmaf @ efegtdpﬁ;

GENERAL RECORD OF £PIRITUAL PHENOMENA.

Hs, 7.—Vor. IIL) MARCH s, 1859, : [Price 1d.

SPIRITUALISM AS IT WAS & A8 IT SHOULD BE.

In that admirable Pamphlet by Elihu Rich, referred to in our last,
after ably defending the memory of his deceased friend, James Knight,
Esq., from various aspersions put forth in the Monthly Observer, the wri-
ter proceeds to deal with th2 subject of Clairvoyance and Spiritualism.
He says:—

«1 have objected to the peculiar phrase under which the writer of the
has alluded to our friend iintance with the phenomena
yance, because all the wo jerstands something more or
a familiar spirit; th

every one, or, in Swedenborg’s language, the attendant spirit,
ther it be good or evil, wi en with, depends on the love
of the heart, and not on the mere fact of vision er speech with a spi-
ritual intelligence. It is not for me to deny that acquaintance with spi-
ritual powers may also increase our acquaintance with evil, eitherin
conception or act, for the apostle truly testifies, “When I would do
good evil is present with me” (Rom. vii. 21.); but I utterly deny that
any man has a right to impute evil to experiences of this kind, unless
it.be ultimated, that is to say, unless it absolutely exhibit itself as evil.
one will dare to say this of any action that can be ascribed to our
»wn that his inquiries had no

Under these circumstane
wrong to the individual, f

o-extensive with Christianity; a wrong to the Church,
cause, in fact, it amounts to a denial of her spiritual character, and,
practically, to a mis-direction of her cause.

Show me the church, pretending to the name of Christian, over
whose portals you may boldly write, “spiritualism disavowed,” and I will
show you the dry bones which lay in the valley before Ezekiel prophe-
sied (chap. xxxvii. 1—1 ). It is no answer to urge that we shrink from

" LONDON : F, Pizuar, 20, Pazernostse Row, K. C




i30 THE BRITISN

the follies and trivialitics of spiritualism, for it is precisely with the fol-
liés of the woi'lgl that },he ‘Chureh hds need to contend, and if 4 oa with-
hdld ﬁbt ’lrhs countehance, ‘and the’ breath of his ife, ‘from creeping
m‘mﬂs and Teptiles, by what s the Church presume to g
arments around her,

3 sheep among wolveg@
fors mod well that they wer ssors of a kingdom, and ¢
mere preachers of & doctrine. » cast out devils, to speak with n
tongues, to take up serpents, and to drink any deadly thing without
hurt, nay, to restore the sick by the laying on of 11a.nds * were among
the prerogatives of their office. They went forth to the conquest of
their spiritual dominions literally unarmed—no sholasticism or ritual-
ism for a shield; no doctrinal point, forged and polished by theologi-
eal decision for a sword of sharpness. And if it be said that they went
forth the opponents of spmtuahsm in prmcxple, I deny the fact. The?x
very strength, on the contrary, lay in its 1ilt up
rimitive church by dem
Paganism had ever clai
1 of a loftier inspiration, a
t the demons were dispo i ﬁleu‘ oracles, by the triw
the cross, and Fontenelle, or his Duich authority, are very welcome to
their learned arguments, tending to prove the contrary, by shovx%ing
that responses were frequently obtained at later periods. The preroga-
tive of Jupiter-Dodonus, and all the gods of Hellas, had departed for
ever, and as the redeemed Israelites spoiled the Egyptians of their gold
and silver, so, in a holier sense, the first Christians possessed them-
selves of all that was precious in the temples of Paganism.
Hence, the indefinite variety of spiritual gifts in the early period of
hurch, and their unity in one facts which have always ¢
; ! suffice, at present, to
; Regius Proféssor of I

the

o

ritique on 1 Corinthians, cix i

« One of the chief characteristics of the apostolical age was the pos-
gession of what are called  spiritual gifts,” the signs that there was
moving to and fro in the Church a mighty rushing wind, a spirit of

¢ Any further allusion to MreyEr1sx I consider unnecessary, it being universally
recognised as a valuable means of cure, and practised by many of the most distin-
gu members of the medical pxolus:on Yet, his appreciation of this .precious gift
has-beepmade opeof the-ch gmoe ouy deemed friend, Mr. Knight;—- -~~~
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life and freedom, and energy which stirred the dry bones of the world,
and made those who felt its influence conscious that they were alive,
though all around was dead. s this consciousness of & higher
sower than their own, the ordinary and '

aeemed to retire, to mal

er aspirations, more
visible manifestations of ihe
or female, old or young, free ov
is new life, varying in degree and

according to the strength of his natural character, but still sufficiently
powerful to be a constant witness to him of the reality of the new faith
which it had ascompanied. It resembled in some degree the inspira-
tions of the Jewish judges, psalmists, and prophets; it may be illus-
trated by the extasies and visions of prophets and dreamers in all re-
ligions; but in its energy and universality it was peculiar to the Chris-
taa.n soc1ety of the apostolical age

ity of any part of this desc
ur own times, it wo
not attend them n
were consistent with ¢

v ruled by the Spirit of God in th
wmmng of the Christian era, they now take place contrary to the inten-
tion of Providence, and under circumstances which show that the spirit
of God has no partin them; in short, that the good fruit that they
bore in the apostolic age was sufficient to prove that they were in order,
as their mixed character and often trivial import in our age is sufficient
to prove their disorder. In answer to this argument, let us hear Mr,

Stanley again:—
“lt may easily be concelved " he remarks, ‘“that this new life wag

ch ‘was, we know, th ;

been ‘in everything en Christ, in all utteranece

in all knowledge,’ ‘coming i in mo gift’ (i. 5—7); but, on the
other hand, the same contenticus spirit which had turned the most 8o
cred names into party watch-words, and profaned the celebration of the
supper of the Lord, was ready to avail itself of the openings for vanity
and ambition afforded by the distinctions of the different gifts. Aec-
¢ordingly, various disorders arose; every one thought of himself, and
no one of his neighbour's good; and as a natural conseqiience, those
gifts were most highly honoured, not which were most useful, buf
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which were most astonishing. Amongst these the gift of tongues rose
pre-eminent, as being in itself the most expressive of the new spiritual
tife; the very words, ‘spiritual gifts, ‘spiritual man’ (1 Cor. xiv. 1;
v. 87 ) seem in common to have been exclusively appro-

ally that of prophecy,
i C ¢ Divine source. To ;
ah mEa 18 parncular exemplification ¢ factious and disorderly spirit
whish he had noticed in xi, 16— e apostle proceeds to show: (a.}
‘That all the gifts which were bestowed upon the church, equally proe
ceeded from the spirit (xii. 1—380), (b.) That love was to be their
guide in all things (xii. 18.) (¢.) That therefore the most useful were
also the most exalted gifts (xiv. 1——26). and (d.) That order was to pre-
vail throughout (xiv, 26—40,”

In answer, then, to the very plausible objection, that possession of a
spiritual gift does not seem to render its recipient more spiritual, but
that it rather develops presumptios spiritual pride, I reply, that it
in we expect an unmixed 2 this side the grave.

w, is precisely what it postolic age, in this pari
ot, and no one coul ible of the lamentabls
:n Paul, who, nevertheless, exhar hurch to “covet the best ¢
and as & cure for every inconven and evil connected with them (to
shunand denounce them as disorderly? no), to cultivate charity (1 Cor.
xii. 81; and chap. xiii.) He hits noblot in “the escutcheon” of his fel-
low-labourer in the Lord’s vineyard. much less pronounces it “indelible,”
but with loving and persuasive words, calls around him the misguided,
the vain, and the trifling (as he might justly have deemed them), and ac-
knowledging their zealin all things, points out the folly of their conten-
txons and the especial valueof all their various gifts. Some are apostleq,
ing a message from Christ hi {. Some are prophets with i
rance, some are teachers, wail ¢ d and learned, some interp
peak with tongues, s¢ ift of healing, and s
nent of spirits. Alas, + ¢ on these points, an
pass such unloving judgment ¢ :r?  You who dare to ad
your brother guilty of trifling with divine things, look deeply into your
own heart, and see if your judgment has been influenced by that spirit
of love which is not easily provoked and which thinketh no evil. It is
thus Paul argues, in the noble exhortation to which I have alluded:
“Love alonecan give reality tothe revelations of prophecy, the intuition of
knowledge, the energy of faith * * * Look at her as she stands before
you, portrayed in her full proportions ; look at her kind unruffled
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countenance, so unlike your factions and rivalries ; look at her freedom
from the envy with which you regard each others’ gifts ; look at her free-
dom from the display, the false pretensions, the vulgar insolence which
disgrace your public meetings ; lgok at her refusal to press her own

smbracing as it doeae
& ©8, FAITH and HOPE.

res, and so will they with For look, lastly, at her imper
freshness; what a contrast to the transitory character of all other gifts.
The gift of tongues shall cease of itself when the occasion for it is
gone. The gifts of prophecy and of knowledge, being in their own na-
ture imperfect and partial, shall pass when this earthly system shall pass
away before the coming of that which is perfect. Then, and not before,
shall the inarticulate utterances, and the half-formed conceptions of our
present infantine state, be exchanged for the full-grown faculties of the
man ; then, and not before, shall i

s be exchangéd for that

i by Moses, when he st « unveiled face on the mount, s
in his countenance tk ry of God himself. I
time is come, we can co the future only through th

great gifts, which exist now, and continue hereafter ; namely, ih
and Hope, which live as the handmaids of the greatest of all, Love.”
Had Paul lived in our day, it is precisely thus he might have addres.
sed the Corinthiuns of this age—I mean the members of the New
Church. It i3 not because there has been any change in the relation
of the true church, internally, to its divine head, that divine visions
and extraordinury spiritual gifts have ceased (as some suppose), but be-
cause there is no external reception in Christian love; and the same
leticieucy accounts for the di snd triviulity of such gifts as
onally manifest themselves /i i
same towards the chw
age, and all in vain is ¢
muunications of this nature to the times of the Aposiles.
To quote the words of Mr. Hariley, the personal friend of Swedenborg,
¢ In so contradicting the current wsnmony of church history, they show
much prejudice and little modesty. The apostolical fathers, Barnabas,
Clement, and Heymas (whose writings were reverenced as of canonical
authority for four hundred years, and were read, together with the
eanonical Scriptures, in many of the churches), confirm the truth of
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prophecy, divine visions, and miracuisus gifts, continuing in the churet
after the apostolical age, both by their testimony and experience: and
t& pass over many other venerable names (among whom ‘Tertullian and
Origen are witnesses to the same truth afterwards), Eusebius, Cypriam,
and Lactantius, still lower down, declare that extraordinary divine mani-
féstations were not uncommon in their days. Cyprizn is very express
on this subject, praising’ God on that behaif, with respsct i himself, to
ders of the clergy, and many of the people, using these words. ‘The
dscipline of (od over us never ceases by night and by day to correct
end reprove; for not only by visions of the night, but also by day, even
the innocent age of children among us is filled with the Holy Spirit,
atid they see; and hear; and spask, in extscy, ‘such things as the Lord
vouehsafés to admenish and instvict us by,” Epist. xvi.: and it was the
Athad 'belfef of the cdrly fithers of tiwa church, that thzse divine com-
munidations, for direction, edificatiza, and eonifort, would never wholly
cease therein.
*'THat extrdordinary gifts became more rarein the church about th
nmitddts of ‘the third eentury, is allowed by Cyprian himself, and such
jer writers, both ‘contetaporary snd subsequernit, as at the same time-
testifiedto the reslity of them; and they account for it from the encou-
rdigoment given to the pernicious doetrihes of Epicurus, arid other ma-
teriglists at that time, which disposed many to turn everything super-
naturil and spiritusl into mockery and contempt. In the next century,
when‘the profession of Chiistiatity becamé established by Constantine
as the religion of the empire, and millions adopted it from its being the
seligion-of the court, the fashion of the times, or the road to temporal
emoluthents ; then Christianity appeared, indeed, more gorgeous in her
apparel, but became less glorious within; was more splendid in form,
biit less vigorous in power; and %o what the church gained in surface,
she lost in depth. She suffered her faith to be corriipted by the im-
pure mixztures of the heathenish philsssphy, whilst the honours, rickes,
aﬂ'd'pleasmwz of the world, insinuated 'th’émsefifes into her affeétions,
sinie- away her graces, and so zobbsd hér of her best treasure; insc-
much, that miany hdvs made it™a ‘doubt’ whéther' in the iime here spo-
ke of, Paghnism was more Christignized, or Christianity more Pagan-
ized.”
Mr. Hatrtley, whe pentied: this remarkdble passage, wag called away*
fomy the  scérfe of his -earthly lakours many years before modern spi-
were heard- of ;- or hé ¥ight have added the"
stizsony of his ownr expei'iewe to that -of Cyprian and Tertuliian

-

o le
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certain facts within my own knowledge, being of exaotly the same chas
racter as those which are put on record by the fathers, Tertullian, for
example, speaks of a dear sister among the Christians of his day, who
had obtained the gift of revelations, wlnch he says, *She receives in the
congregation, or solemn sanctuary, by extacy in the spirit;” and he ¢
that “she has converse w and sees and hears
ruths; ¥ nay, that “she dise of some, and ministe
those who are in want .« Also,” he adds, “ac
Seriptures are read, or the Psalms sung, or exhortations uttered, og
petitions presented, so from t‘hdﬁv several sources matermls are fure
nished for hervisions.” All this, I repeat, has been exactly reproduced
in our own times, though not received in “the congregation, or solemn
sanctuary.” There has been no change in the internal constitution of
the church, but its living body has been swathed in the cerements of
formalism, and all its holy affections and instinets regarded as the dead.
The contempt in which the holy experiences of the spiritual cxtatique
are now held, and the utter want of appreciation for other spmim&
ts —for example, the gift of or speaking from impre
ign of the eclipse of fmzm o denial of the perpetusl
1+ promised to the church, more i ’
of sin in the world. ¢ 'T'¢ *as Law observed, “fo
icism, and language-learning

A

m s 6 have the full management of saiva
tion doctrines, the well-read scholur gives out that the ancient way of
knowing the things of God, taught and practised by tishermen-apostles,
is obsolete,—that they, indeed, required to have divine knowledge
from the immediate and continual operation of the Holy Spirit; bui
that this state was only for a time, till genihs and learning entered the
pale of the church.” _ ¢Behold, if ever, the Abomination of Desolation
standing in the holy place!” O, as he further remarks, “the kingd
m of God entirely shut up, and only a kingdom of Scribes and
risees come instead of it.”

e very existence of Spirt
ch and without, eonstite:
on her charity, if she posses virtue; and & reproach upo
pretentions if she does not. 1t suggasts the necessity of a more socia
development of the church—a development so wide and loving, as ,,to
comprehend all these diversities of gifts and opinions, and eliminate
from them all that is true and good Spiritualism is the proof that
the church, even in its ‘official charaeter, is co-extensive w;th humnmt.y,
‘and this been seen, no enlightened New Churchman will deem it pos-

5

in all its varied forms, witl
d of no ordinary sign
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sible to create orders of clergy, and thus put himself in the singular
position of setting up a representation of spiritual gifts, while the gifts
themselves are exercised in social circles, where no such distinction is
sought but all are governed by the spirit of Christian love. A social
ch, with spiritual gifts: a C ian brotherhood in our day, e

ng a sovereign influence ¢ orderly spiritual manifest
are taking place arov

¥ not a vain dream !
15 the result pointed at | i discoveries which took
especially the opening of

n and clairvoyance, so soon &
announcement of the New Jerusalemn by Swedenborg, whose lead

doctrines were thus rendered in some sort experimental.”

P

A VISION OF THE NIGHT.

Dr. Doddridge was on terms of very intimate friendship with Dr.
Samuel Clarke, and in religious conversation they spent very many
happy hours together. Among other matters, a very favorite topic was
ntermediate stateof the so the probability that at the i ]
ssolution it was not intro presence of all the
ts. One evening, af n of this nature, D
retired to rest with
visions of the night’
tiful form.

He dreamed that he was at the house of a friend, when he was sud-
denly taken dangerously ill. By degrees he seemed to himself to grow
worse, and at last to expire.. In an instant he was sensible that he had
exchanged the prison house of suffering and mortality, for a state of 1i-
berty and happiness. Embodied in a slender aerial form, he seemed to
float in a region of pure light. Beneath him lay the earth, but noi a
glittering city or village, the forest or the sea, was visible. There was
 nought to be seen below save the melancholy group of his friends, weop-
ing around his lifeless remains.

Himself thrilled with delight, }

d to inform them of h
utterance was denied

sar pnsed at their tears, and

sight. Reposing upon g
Iy ting the skies with a venerabls

ﬁgure at his side, gmdm g his mystenous movements, and in whose coun-
tenance ho remarked the liniaments of youth and age were blended to-
gether with an intimate harmony and majestic sweetness. They travel-
led through a vast region of empty space, until at length the battlements
of a glorious edifice shone in the distance, and its forms rose brilliant
gxstmct among the far off shadows that flitted athwart their path;
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the guide informed him that the palace he beheld, was, for the present,
to be his mansion of rest. Gazing upon its splendor he replied, that
while on earth he had often heard that the eye had not seen, nor had
the ear heard, nor could it enter into the heart of man to conceive the
things which God had prepared for wheo love him ; but, notwith-
nding the building to which th en rapidly approaching was
i b fore beheld, yet its g
formed. The guide n
tered. The guide int
xtremity of which stood =
able, covered with a snow white cloth, & golden cup, and a cluster of
grapes, and then said he must now leave him, but that he must remain,
for he would receive, in a short time, a visit from the Lord of the man-
sion, and that during the interval, before his arrival, the apartment
would furnish him with sufficient entertainment and instruction.

The guide vanished, and he was left alone. IHe began to examine
the decorations of the room, and observed that the walls were adorned
with a number of pictures. Upon nearer inspection he found, to his
astonishment that they formed a complete biography of his own life.
> saw upon the canvas that a , though uuseen, had ever been

iar attendants, and sent by ¢ hey had sometimes preserv

1 imminent peril. He b f first represented as
t expiring, when his 1i ged by an angel ge
into his nostrils. Most surrences here deline
ctly familiar to his re nd unfolded many things
which he had never before under nd which had perplexed him
with many doubts and much uneasiness. Among others, he was parti-
cularly struck with a picture in which he was represented as falling
from his horse, when death would have been inevitable had not an angel
received him in bis arms, and broken the force of his descent. These
merciful interpositions of God filled him with joy and gratitude, and
his heart overflowed with love as he surveyed in them all an exhibition
of goodness and mercy far beyond all that he had imagined. Suddenly
bis attention was arrested by a rap at the door. The Lord of the man-
sion had arrived. The door opened and he entered. So powerful and
ular beauty was his appear

v overcome by his ma)
1 the ground, and takin
ssed with his fingers
he grapes into the gold : r having himself d
ted it to him, saying, this is the new wine in my Father's king-
dom. No sooner had he partaken, than all uneasy sensations vanished,
perfect love had cast out fear, and he conversed with Jesus, as an inti-
mate friend. Like the silver rippling of a summer sea, he heard fall
from his lips the grateful approbation :— Thy labors are over, thy work
is approved, rich and glorious is thy reward.” Thrilled with au unspeak-
able bliss, that glided over his spirit and slid into the very depths of his
soul, he suddenly.saw gloyies upon glorics bursting upon his view,

he sunk down at his
His Lord gently raised
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The doctor awoke. Tears of rapture from his joyful interview were
rolling down: his cheeks. Long did the lively impressions of this
charmmﬂ' dream remain upon his mind, and never could he speak of it
without emotions of joy and tenderness.

F SPIRITUALISM.

We are informed that Prince the brother of the king of
sot only a full believer in th% s ualisin, but that he is him
dium of a high order. He has been for some time informed that an entirely
musical instrument is soon to be given to the world through spirit influence.

It is curious that a similar communication has also been made to a gentleman
in England, known to us. We do not know if the performance of these commu-
nications is to be expected in a natural sense, but what if the new musical instru-
ment should be the human heart made new, by being put in rhythm with the
things of God, and by being opened to receive His Divine harmonies?

THE PREVAT

THE DIFFICULTIES OF SPIRITUALISM.
itiated into the wonderful
d disciple, with only an earnes
is me,—and to realize the prom
n made to me from the Sp ! f the prevalance of full light.
e kindly spirit existing amon recipients of this new manifestatic
help the new and unenllghtened amnng their brethren.—If I may trust ?O
this,—and, by making known my difficulties occasionally,—receive the light
I truly desire, my enlighteners will receive a blessing for forwarding in her
ascent, one to whom it has been promised that she will be truly strong in the
furtherance and advancement of Spiritualism. Some kind friend has just sent
me, anonymously, the first No. for this year of “The British Spiritual Tele-
graph,” (my first acquaintance with it) and in reading it, I have fallen anew up-
on stambling-blocks which [ trust, by makmg them known, may be removed.
In the first place, it i3 asserted in this as in other writings upon the same su
that the proving of the splrlt@ wi m we commune, may be effected |
i b 1. Lvery Spirit which cor

I7 is not many months since [
Spiritualism—I am yet an unlezin
w in full, what is yet v

5 fivst
3

1is proving, and continued my

wpposed to have declared themselves, Our communications often struck me
with amazement and great doubt;—yet my ignorance in these matters, I knew
to be very great; and mystical doctrines ‘given by one deceiver, to enlightén
what had aroused distrust in the last, were received with a certain amount of
wondering credulity :—so long as they left untouched the truths of our Bible~
and only appertained to mysteries which it does not ligliten for us. Additio:
ally, my eyes were elosed by the innoxious communications received. Our deap-
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est ones, many thousand miles from ue, were not made medinma for terror, which
we were aware evil spirits knew, might have affected some of us almost irrecover-
sbly. Every thing we heard, was only too satisfactory and delightful,

i and I, and my mother (Truth)’
nessage :—*‘ Dear Mamma, I

&

and received the following s
child ¢ Bliss,” and very h
ther who died almost immes

t to deceive us all into tears and iness able delight. After some
hese arch-deceptions failed sign ir archness, and became more
jabber of idiots; and so, downwards, when we were suddenly stayed in
our danger by a sister at a distance.

“The messages you receive, believe not; they come from lying spirits who
love a lie. Believe them not. If you continue, it will certainly do you great
harm, ’l'hey are infimouns inventions of Satan.” This, my only and other sister,’
“Pity,” has been attended on almost exclusively from her first development, and’
Iatterly entirely so, by good Spirits-~as we know from surer authority than our
own, May not this unhappy experience then prove that the test given by St
Jﬁl‘f is not good for these times, and for thess spirits,—but was intended (as I
cted before this corroboration) own times, and the spirits of
ho taught in those first: ty, when such a confession
be a test:—the incarn izt being the then stoné @
d a truth unestablished, Mtly readily doubted

devilish impersonation of
birth,—was carried on

*}’

3
]
' 4

t: and the devils’ cunning wou 'hem that, coming with such
doctrine, we should revert to the prophesies of Antichrist; and their deceptions
would be overthrown. They will certainly take better masks, and come with
more insinuating lies. It would be an inestimable mercy to many like some of
ourselves, if any of the far-advanced Spiritualists would send us a better guide
to the nature of those we converse with. For itis a hindrance to many,—the
fear that theirs may be actually the till-now-almost-unheard-of horror, of speaka.
ing with devils. )

Thiz has brought me now to another subject of wonder and darkness, viz :—
the reason—if there is any—for some having ttendance of only the bad’
are ever “en rapport’’ with In the pamphlet entitled
of Angels realized,” guidance, what certainly
sreparation for commun angels, ¢ Come with con-
me with elevated thoughts; L,ord’s Prayer engraven on
arts ; come with devout minds—&e. and there are promises of all good
attending on those two or three met together. We have been much dispi-
tited and puzzled by the strange and contrary experience of some of us. That
sister,  Pity,” who has ever had such blessings waiting upon her from the first,
is the only one of us who is indifferent to the amazing light revealed to us. She
sits only in kindness to us, and in consideration for what she calls our mono-
mania: and she is encouraged by angelic messages of comfort of tenderest love,
asfurance, and entreaties to believe. The idea of eommencing her sittings with
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thoughts prepared, is quite strange to her, and she receives all, with just s0 much
belief ae is forced upon her, and follows it up with simple motives of kindness to
us. Just lately, immediately after Pity's absence on a visit, my younger sister
discovers herself the possessor of what she conceives to be the reward of her
persevering development ; and ngs were commenced with rapture and
thoughts elevated by the ence of our longed-for an t
periences I have already n iing subject of my troul
t. From first to last, sh sited by another order.

Is there any one of the moze i brethren who can and will &
a hand to help a young sister who is in sorrow from an experience
alarming ?

May it be, (as I endeavour to comfort her with assurances of) that thereisa
natural law attendant upon the first development of some, whereby angels are
unable to approach and mingle their heavenly-pure atmespheres with that of
the child of earth?

Any comfort, any re-assurance, would be a blessing to this one who has re-
ceived such a shock to all her hopes.—I mention nothing of my own experience
in this matter, as I am yet, to my sorrow, powerless, though after meonths of
perseverance. I am only sust >y the ceaseless encouragements and assur-
suces of my unusually grea

T'o the goodness of any one w
us where to seek for aid, upen

4]

our truest thanks. “'l‘mcmz;w.9 '

¢ Oxrok

[We bave much pleasure in the foregoing because it is not right to put for
ward one view only of the subject, and what our earnestcorrespon.entcomplaing
of, and asks advice in, is by no means confined to her case. The answer is not-
80 easy, for as we have said before, it involves the whole point of Spiritualism.
To what extens are spiritual communications of whatever kind, attracted or tin-
ged by the law of their influx, and passage through the mind of the medism,.
and are they not modified largely |

natural conditions not appreci

For instance why can raps a manifestationa only be produce
through others? So far as on
goes it appears that the first dif to find a channel through
flow of the spirit can be made manifest at all, and that much of what &
the early days of mediumship, is merely the trying to make and keep this chan-
nel open through the heart. It is very frequent that it is said through mediums
whouse communications are evident nonsense, that it is for practice to try their
Jaith, and certanly 1t is often so sore a trial of it that many stop there altogether,
when by gulug on, the channels would become less and less muddy, till they al-

lowed the spirit to flow through in & pelucid stream. It may even be doubted

some, writing through othe
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what the highest and best state will not be, when these violent and conscious
manifestations give place to that silent flowing in and through the soul, which is
¢ unconscions, or only to be afterwards recognized as the working of the

posing that ¢“the jabber of id
, and which we very mue

5" is the work of evil spirits in the in-
4 do no harm to the soul,
ot the attacks of Evil Spirits
es of their suggestions. Prayer
and a reliance on the providence of God, will prevent our falling under their
temptations and it is not unfortunately confined to Spiritualists to be in contact
with evil powers. Our Saviour had his temptations, and he is our pattern. Be-
sides are they not always attacking us whether we believe in Spiritualism or not,
and i3 it not better by the aid of Spiritualism to be thus put on our guard against
them and to know and feel that it is they who attack us, instead of being blind-
ly influenced by them. Spiritualism appears to give us an experimental religion
of & vague one, to bring us face to th the mysteries of our being
wares,

ate her power and duty of
less must she expect that &

 its origin is so readily detected, :
which hurt us, but the carrying out into vur

guard us against our being
stever comes to her, ¢ Teacher ™
¢ be blindly led by any is
zavenly truth will run through & until it is freely cleansed by
triels and by many prayers. She has alresdy realized what she should be
deeply thankful for—the great fact of apirit intercourse, and of the immortal and
eontinuing life in the great Spirit-World of those who have gone before. This fact
alone is worth many disappointments, for it is the gem in our earthly erown. ¢ To
him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a
white stone, and in the stone @ new name written, whick no man knoweth, saving
ke that receiveth it. * Behold I have set before thee an open door, and no man
can shut it, for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not
denied my name.,” Ed.]

awinas. The Daily Ne
Socie ty of Female Artists,” s
otices the two drawings, w
at the Exhibition :—

“Two subjects, entitled ¢ From Dreamiand ’ (Nos. 240 & 245) are, we believe,
whet are called ¢Spirit Drawings,” and the skilful and practised artist, only
magines herself the ‘medium’ for some defunct flower painter. Certainly such
flowers never grew on earth, and Botanists would be sorely puzzled to find their
stamens and pistils. Not having consulted the oracles of Dreamland, we can only
refer one of these night-mare, though elegant fancies, to a late supper and view

of the Comet, and a convolvulus paper-hanging—the other we give up altogeth-
Mm"

10w open at No. 7, Hayw By=
ned in our last as being ac-
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Had the worthy critic read our last number, he would not have so
readily canceded the true point of Spiritualism in these pictures, by speaking of
s the skilful and practised artist.” We there said that they were produced t';a: 1gh
s lady who has never received ction in the art, and that kn
ng even of the mixing or ¢ the colors, she receives
tions either by impression, ne through her hand. T
kes as to “ The defunc " being anything but a
his own. For a first attempt ulting the oracles of dream-|
eritic has been tolerably succes: f he goes on in this way, he
be able to enlighten his readers with a description of the second drawing alse.

Tre Lonpox Commitree. We are happy to announce that the subscription
towards defraying the expenses of the Free list of 200 copies of the Telegraph
is daily increasing, and that the movement has been very generally approved,
200 copies of our last issue were sent to addresses furnished by the Committee,
who earnestly request our friends to send them names which may be uqefully
put on the free list, addressed to Dr. Dixzon, 25, Bedford-row, London, W

We hope that those frien in, who are enabled to sub
send a subscription, large or Treasurer. 1tis not inte
1 the amounts, but only ¢ wbscribers, - (who do not
gvery man that giveth it willix

We re-print the resolutions y

Résolved,—That a twelve month's subscrlptlon be entered into, to en-
able a Committee to subscribe for at least 200 copies of each issue of the
British Spiritual Telegraph; and for providing for the expense of dis.
seminating by Post or otherwise.

Resolved—That the following gentlemen compose the Committee:

Dr. Ashburner, Messrs. Allman, Bielfeld, Dixon, Fawcett, Jones,
Turley, and Wilkinson.

Resolved,—That Mr. W. M. Wilkinson, of Hampstead, Londog,
N.W. be the-Treasurer.

“Tag Use or CLAIRvVOYAR B xg, by Dr. Mill, 90, Gre
sireet: White, 36, Bloomsbury =t Price 1s. This is a Work in direct ¢e
nexion with Spiritualism, and foreshadows one of the holiest uses, to be brought
out in brighter light, when man shall be in deeper spiritual communion with the
source of all physical and mental health. Its facts are not less wonderful than
well attested, and are put forward in well-reasoned and quiet language,

“Guost StoriEs—by Mrs. Catherine Crow: Newby, London.” This is an~
other collection by Mrs. Crowe of Stories similar to those in her former Work,
#The Night side of Nature.” Some of them are very striking, and all are well
told, but itis only right to say that Mrs, Crowe, who in her Preface * declines to
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say whether or not she has ever seen a ghost,”’ merely retails stories told to her
by her friends, and that sometimes she is not quite careful to confine herself to
what she hears, nor herself to make sufficient inquiry into correlative facts which
vould mm&enally strengthen the stm everence only proved facts, and
ish our readers to use a%“" :

re giving themselves up 5@3 B
flicient precautiona.

© Herawp or Ligur: Editor, Hev. T. L. Harris, 447, Broome-street,
New York.” Price 8d.—Agent: White, 36, Bloomsbury-street, London. This
is 8 Monthly Journal of a high phase of Spiritualism, conducted by Mr. Harris,
the Author of ¢ Arcana of Christianity,” and whose prolific pen, and tongue
bave been loosened by the deep sympathies roused within him by the inflow of
Spirit-life. He is the representative man of Christian Spiritualism in America,
and his writings are full of hope for all those who are looking for larger charity
and more love. He raises true Spiritualism to the dignity of a *“ New Church ¢
whlch he says in the motto of his Journal, ““is the body of Christ, including
in itself the good of every sect and persuasion throughout the world, exclud=
In its visible form it embrs o confess that Jesus is the Lord,
e the Hol{ Scriptures as d, and accept his doctrine of re

t ts, and in the use of & g

through obedience to its
enying life.”
“8wepenpore : A Lecture by I. M. Fleicher: W, Tweedie, 337, Strand,

London,” Price 4d. An eloquent and condensed view of the life and philosophy
of this great Son of Science, and of his subsequent high office when the mysteries
of spirit-life were opened in His soul, and he became the great Seer of the “Things
that are,” and Brought the future to the present. It is a sketch from which every
Bpiritualist will get rich ideas, and more knowledge of the greatest * medium” of
the latter days.

Our last two volumes are now on sale, price 1s. each, at 20, Paternoster-row,
also back numbers, as well as the Essays by Dr. Ashburner.

{iurmg a pecuhnr condition of cal and mental orgamzatlon,
preached a sermon half an hour long, every other Sunday at ten o’clock, for
eighteen years. While preaching she reclines upon a bed. Her instructions are
generally excellent, and abound in spiritual quotations; but when she recovers
her consciousness, she has no recollection of what she has been saying. Seve-
ral years ago her case excited the attention of several medical gentlemen, who,
while they had the utmost confidence in her sincerity, could give no satisfactory
explanation of the mystery. Modern Spiritualism, however, throws & clear light
upon all such yhenom',egp.—l.?pzfgmgl Age.
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. S
T. B. Bristol. Your suggestion of forming a lending Ltbrary of Sm-

ritual Literature is a very go
nning. Dr. Dizon, 25,
n. Any contributions of
ken care of by him.

', London, has, promised
onnexion with Spiritual

W. L. Yark, recommends py sent gratuitous, should
notice to the effect that only a Jdd be thus distributed, so as
them an. opportunity of mldgment on the Work, that they may decide fm‘ tnm-
selves whether they would wish to become subscribers, giving them to under-
stand the terms” dc. The suggestion is a good one. Respecting the dates for
publishing, they are, the 1st and 15th of each month, and for a time, we shall
be necessitated to publish a Supplement to each No. the same pricé as.the Tele:
graph. Twelve copies, will invariably comprise one Vol. Subscriptéans for
Telegraph and Supplement for twelve issues, are, 8s. ineluding postage, or twg
copies of each, 4s. 6d. The present Series of Essays by Dr. Ashburner on
the « Connexion between Mesmerism and Spmtualwm > will be made wp i o
separate pamphlet.  Future / 1 i

ANCIENT. We heartil
ed ancient manifestation
also in expectatoin of an
2t your wishes,

ENOCK. Mr. R. D. Owen : g
tion. We know of no man living wiik less aymptm of that kind. We expect
be favored wzth an article from his pen shortly.

“ Economy.” You can obtain a copy of either J. S. Rymer's or E. Rnch’
pamphlet by enclosing siz postage stamps to W. White, 36, Bloomsbury St. London,
W. C., or botk for twelve stamps.

J. 8. R. His letter is thankfully acknowledged, and if possible the lecture will
be used in the way suggested. We shall be glad to hear from him with other mate-
rial. The lecture has reached us.

AMERICAN CORRESPONDENT. Please forward two copies of * Practi:
eal Christian,” No. 20, and debit.

. % Brother
leged in our last.) An E

£

. B
thy, 2

* E. P. G., (his should have
ke Ghost belief of Shakespec

w B
%

Just Fublished, Price 2s. 6d.
FOREGLEAR F IMMORTALITY,
By EpuMunp H. Seams,
“ Works like these are much wanted among us, They are destined to exert a con-
siderable influence upon the world, and while they bring a divine peace to the sorrow-

ful heart, they inspire a strength and hope that lift the soul above the sordid tempta-
tions, and weary cares of ordinary existence.—INQUIRER.

Londoq; Allman and Son, 42, Holborn-hill.

Communications to be addressed “B. Morrell, Keighley, Yorkshire.
D. W. Weatheshead, Printer, Keighley. -t




