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Mo. I f .  P r ic e  O n e P e n n y .

L E C T U B E  ON S P 1 M T  M A N IF E ST A T IO N S. "
[Concluded.]

“ They brought unto him many tha t were possessed of devils.'* “ M ortals 
l»fMig refused good aud tru th , their minds and souls became recipients o f th e  
« » 1» and understandings of false will», and m an's understanding and  will hav* 
» §  been given up to falies and evils, m any were possessed w ith devils, and  th ey  
were troubled with th em .”

"  And he cast out the Spirits.”  " H e cast out the evil thoughts and  errors in 
the mind, w hich proceeded from the falses of the will and u nderstand ing ."  '

“ With his w ord ." “ I h e  m ere word did not cast out the  Spirits o r evil 
thoughts; it was the Divine good and tru th , which came in contact w ith the  
Abe» and dispersed th em ; the voice or word, the  medium through w hich cam e 
the goodness or tru th ; therefore the casting out w ith his word, is the  goodness 
•oming through G od 's voice to the mind, and by the growth and  fru it o f good 
•ad truth, the evils were destroyed, and the devils, the evil thoughts and  false» 
were cast o u t.”  '

** And healed all th a t were sick.”  u Spiritually, all are sick who have not the  
truth; all who have no hope in  G o d ; in  whom Spiritual and Celestial thoughts • 
Be dormant, and whose wills and  understandings aw in  falses. Then® art spi­
ritually sick, and  can only he raised by coming into spiritual eontact w ith the  
Divine Being, by  recognising him  and  living for h im .”  , ,

“ Himself took our infirmities, and hare our sicknesses.”  u H e  bore all the 
•rils of hum anity for the love o f a l l ; he bore our infirmities, th e  evils o f our un­
derstandings ; he bore our sicknesses, the  evils of the w ill.”  .

Head the 14th chap, o f S t  M atthew — will explain to you the  34, 33, and  36 
▼era.

34 v. " A nd  when they were gone over, they came into the Land o f Genoese- 
le t  35 v. A nd when the m en o f th a t place had knowledge of him , they  sen t 
out into all the  country round about, and brought unto him all th a t were diseased.
36. And besought him, th a t they  m ight only touch the  hem o f h is garm en t: i n d  
as many as touched were made perfectly whole.”  11 Again le t us rem ind JFOH 
that everything in  the  Bible, however trivial, has a  spiritual, as well as a  rational 
meaning.”  - *

“ And when they were gone over." 11 The ship in  which they  w en t over, is
• — -.............. .......  '  ........—........ ............■    ............  1,11,1   t ?     
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th e  state o f knowledges and- tru ths which h ad  been im bibed by  the Church» and 
w hich had  changed its  stale. - , ,  : :

• tT h ey  came>uitb th e  land o f G en n esa re t”  “  In to  spiritual intelligence; tbs 
Holy. V the  Jflghest spiritual in telligence; to this G ennssarst corresponds/*

k A hd wlten the m en-of th a t place had knowledge of h im ."  “  T h a t i*> - when 
those o f the  C hurch, who were principled in intelligences ; had  knowledge of 
him , th ey  acknowledged h im ; the Church received the Divine influx from the 
Blessed Je su s ."  '

“ T hey  s e n t  out into att th s  country ro u n d a b o u t, and brought unto him all 
th a t were diseased." “  This is w hat true intelligence always d o e s ; first seeks 
the  perfections of the D ivine God, and secondly the imperfections o f the human 
fiatttte, th a t they  m ay all feel rile Divine in flux ." ■

“ A nd besought him  th a t they  m ight only touch the hem  o f iris garment/*
*  G arm ent signifies D ivine tru th  o f D ivine love, or th a t in wHOh th e  Divine ii

being the hem  o f th e  garm ent, being the most fitetal or lowest part; 
the  m ost external p a rt or the letter, or the literal sense of rile W ord o f God.**
• “  A nd m m any as touched were m ade perfectly whole.** “ By touching the 
hem o f the ¿ a m e n t, tiftiMiiM the spiritual fling to the  Uferat «him o f the  Word of 
G o d ; and  they  through the garm ent had communion with the  D ivine tha t Was 
fai the garment*** .
' “ AH who reverence and respect the literal sense, or the garm ent, as being 
rile vessel o f so m uch good, and so m any D ivine symbols, the b lind , the lame, 
and  th e  deafi a tt will be m ade w hole^-they receive the  light of God b y  the touch 
e f  the garm ent, for th a t is one way o f communion w ith him, so is the reading 
o f  the literal sense of the B ib le ; read the Bible, touch the garm ent w ith  perfect 
feitb, as th e y  did, and so will you  be healed ."

• * Then followed this exhortation :
• “  A nd m ay you all reverence G od’s W ord, for i t  is the garm ent which con­
tains the  Whole o f G od’s t r u th ; the words o f the  Bible like the hem  of the gar­
m ent, are the low est M ay you all, through the  W ord tints have the  Divine in­
flux 'from  the G od  above, and be m ade perfectly whole as they  were, who 
touched the hem  of hie garm ent— for ye are all dieeaeed— all have tom e spiritual 
disease—ye are not whole yet— read rite word— receive it  spiritually— touch the 
hem  o f C hrist's garm ent, and as m any as touch shall be m ade perfectly whole."

R ead the 5 th  chap, o f St. Luke, an d  we will explain the 4, 5. and 6, verses.
' ’ 4 th  v . “ Now, when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, launch out into 
th e  deep, an d  le t down your nets for a  drought. 5 th  v. A nd Shnon answering, «rid 
u h to  him, Blaster, we have toiled all rite night, and  have taken nothing, never* 
A ries*  a t <tby word» I will le t down the net. 6 th  v. A nd  when they had thus 
done; th e y  enclosed a  grfeat m ultitude of fishes, and their n e t b rake ."
' • “  Fiehes, m ean spiritually, those who lead  o thers into the tru th , and the true 

Church o f G o d ; the Lord says, * ye have become fishers o f men *; ye bring 
them  to  his tru th  o r C hurch ." ■ ’ t

'■“ * »  verie, our Lord «ays unto Simon» launch  out into the deep/
*  T he deep, means the natural and  sensual feelings and aflbetiont of mankind



and launching out, is the laying open to those affections and feelings o f mankind,
the truths of God; the direct communication with them.” -

“ This is the greatest lesson of all—ye may toil all night, means the toiling ill 
your self-love and self-will, without dependauce on God, looking not to Mi guid­
ance and his wiil, therefore ye take nothing j but if ye will do as Simon did, a t 
thy word, O Lord, I will let down the net, multitudes of fishes you will catch; 
this is dependauce upon God’s will.” ■ .

“ The net brake.” The truths and doctrines that composed the net were in­
coherent—if you fish or teach, you must have the will and the influence of God*s 
truth; not only the knowledge—then the truths and the doctrine» will be co­
herent-all will be safe, and the net will not break.

“ Read the 8th chap, of St. Matthew—read again the 28th verse. We begin 
the explanation from that verse.”

28th v. “And when he was come to the other side, into the country of thé 
Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tomb% 
exceeding fierce so that no man might pass by that way. 34 v. And behold 
they cried out» saying, What have we to do with thee Jesus, thou Son of G od: 
art thou come to torment us before the time ? 30th v. And there was a good 
way off from them, an herd of many swine feeding. 31st v. So the devils be­
sought him, saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into the herd of swine«

. 32nd v. And he said unto them, go : and when they were come out, they went 
into the herd of swine; and behold the whole herd of swine ran violently down 

, a steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters.” ,
11 By * two possessed with devils ’ you must understand that therein is compre­

hended spiritually two principles of the Church; one the principle of evil, the 
trill—the other the principle of error, the understanding. Being possessed witji 
devils, means their connexion with infernal thoughts and beings j they m et 
Jesus—they acknowledged the Divine love and wisdom—ihe understanding 
hating and disregarding it.” .

“ T heir crying out, and saying, 1 W hat have we to do with thee Jesu l, thou 
Son of God ’ evidenced the strong opposition of the externals to Divine love and  
wisdom.” .

* A rt thou come hither to torm ent us before the time * ? “  The m eeting o t  
Jesus torm ented  them ; for evil spirits always feel first pain and torm ent a t 
good.” ;

1 A nd there was a  good way off from them, an herd  of many swine feeding. ” 
Swine, spiritually, are those men and those minds who are avaricious, and  lo re  
the sensual.” ,

. 1 Suffer us to go away into the herd of sw ine.’ “ I f  thou wilt cast us out éf
the humble and  penitent, suffer us to go into the herd  of swine—euffer us to Jifa 
to the minds of those who are congenial to us— the avaricious, the sen su a l,1 an d  
he said unto them , g o /  flee to those who are congenial to y ou .” . .

“ Jesus thus by the operation of D ivine love and wisdom, discarded all aril 
from the bumble and  penitent«” . .

' They went into the herd of swine, and behold the whole herd mm
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Aowi a steep place into the tea, and perished in the water*.* u The devil* went
into the herd of swine—they went into eongenial minds—the avaricious and the 
lenetial, and they all went down together, and perished in their own evils.

14 Do pray, dear mortals, let every little you comprehend in your understanding 
enter alto into your wills—let the truth you know shape itself in language, m 
that your true or interior voice may utter it, and that God will bear though man 
may not.”
' w Head the 22nd chapter of Genesis.
" 41 We do not intend this evening to explain the chapter, but to prove to the
young in particular, that there i* a providence, even in the darkest hour, to urge 
upon all to truth in God, and to shew to you, that the Lord will provide.

’ “ The 22nd chapter of Genesis relates to the temptation of Abraham, whereby 
God tested his faith and his obedience, requiring of him to offer his own and bis 
beloved son for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains in the land of Mori- 
*b. God seeing Abraham did not withold hit only son from him, sent his angel 
mid stayed the stretched forth hand, that held the knife to slay the lad and pro­
vided for himself a lamb for a burnt offering.

“ Let us try and be like Abraham, for remember God may call on us as he did 
Abraham ; pray therefore that we may he like him, and the Lord will be to 

us as he was to him. Abraham, is the celestial, the representative, the image of 
God. Wc must, to become Abrahams, conjoin ourselves to God and become 

'bi* image, and if we do, we shall unhesitatingly answer the Lord’s call, and like 
Abraham we shall be provided for. The more we are like Abraham, the more 
willing will we be to serve God perfectly. Remember God rules, not only uni- 
versals, but singulars for ever; not regarding externals but internals. He see* 
the future, therefore in trial* murmurs not, for what be sends now may be hard 
but when you come to us, you will find they were to form your internals. The

• chapter teaches that the celestial trusts in God ; it also cheers you all. God in 
ruling the internals, sees what is best fitted for the happiness of ma n t r i a l s

' come when the affections are too earthly; it is only God trying to turn your 
heart to him. May we be Abrahams, and in trust, love and hope, take our child 
to sacrifice and God will give to us as he did to Abraham. Trials are not that 

%©u may give up what you love spiritually, but they are sent to loosen the tie* 
that bind you to earth, and to make you the image and likeness of your Creator. 
God’s providence hangs over eternity,—men’s judgment over a day ; submit 
therefore. He seeks the spirits’ happiness,—you seek your affections to be grati­

' l e d : pray to grow daily more like Abraham: let the young take this and place 
it in the heart’s casket. .

• ’ 49 You ought to obtain that trust in providence that if doing right you may feel 
^assured all will be well; if you have perfect trust, he will not forsake you. The 
j Lord did not take the offering of Abraham ; he only called upon him, so will it

be with you,—if you make the sacrifice; the joy will be greater in the end. God 
- -Mesa ua all.”

Such are Spirit Manifestations; such are the teachings of God’s messenger* 
¿who ndw revisit the earth,—communicated through the medium of ope of my



children, sometimei in trance, and sometimec in writing,—unfolding letter t>y
letter; laying bare the spirit meaning of the word and their divine matter; to 
some they have added great „truths, and crumbled many a cradle prejudice, and 
may they to others the like good offices perform. They come, that they may 
scatter their gems of truth, and strew their flowers of love, around the rugged 
path of every earth-born; helping him to penetrate the outer of the word, that 
he may in spirit seize and apprehend the inner truth. Their gems shall not be 
scattered, and their flowers shall not be strewn in vain; the time will comeg 
when the truths of the Bible shall be known and prized;—“ At this day, and id 
your world (say they) the Bible is as it were, encased in iron covering, but the 
day is, when man shall see and shall confess the beauty of the golden one be­
neath.”

. For as the rain cemeth down, and the snow from heaven, and retumeth not 
thither again, but watereth the earth and maketh it bring forth and hud, that it 
may give seed to the sower, and bread to the earth, so shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth, saith the Lord; it shall not return unto me void, but i |  
shall accomplish that which I please, am  it shall prosper in the way wbereunto 
1  sent it.

Our record is true; man in Spirit does revisit earth, and communicate with 
the living, teaching and instructing in God's word.

“ In the truths of the Word,
Shall the faith of the Lord, '

Be sounded through nature abroad;
And the angels go forth,

Till they hallow the earth,
. With the love and the wisdom of God.”

You may possibly think with Dr. Hall, who was Bishop of Norwich in 1659» 
that in the later ages of the Church, to have the apparition of a good angel, is a 
thing so strange and uncouth, that it is enough for all the world to wonder at» 
and yet even he admits, that in some few instances our times have been known 
to yield, and he refers in particular to the memorable relation by Philip Melanc* 
thon which I have cited. The learned divine also says, “ We have many times 
insensible helps from good Spirits, as by the effects we can boldly say, there hath 
been an angel though we saw him not.” “ Of this kind (says he) was that no less 
than miraculous cure which at Madennes, in Cornwall, was wrought upon a crip­
ple, whereof (besides the attestation of hundreds of his neighbors) 1  took a strict 
and personal examination in that last visitation which 1 ever did or ever shall 
hold,—This man that for 16 years together, was fain to walk upon his hands, by 
reason of the close contraction of the sinews of his legs, was upon three monition* 
in a dream, to wash in a certain well, suddenly so restored to his limbs, that I  
saw him able both to walk and to get his own maintainance. 1  found neither 
art nor collusion,—the thing done, the author invisible.”

You may perchance laugh as Sarah did, but remember her rebuke: “ Isthere 
anything too hard for the Lord?”—Is there anything too hard for that God who 
created the heavens and stretched them out: who opened forth the earth, and 
that which cometh out of it, who giveth breath to the people upon it, « d  »pin*
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to them that walk therein; who hath measured the waters in the hollow of hit 
hand, and meted out the heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of 
the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills 
In a balance t—who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters; who urak- 
eth the clouds his chariot; who walketh upon the wings of the wind ? Am not 
1 the Lord of all flesh ? is there anything to hard for me ?

Oh ! may these words find their echo in the mountain fastnesses of every unbe­
lieving soul; may they vibrate from heart to heart, till infidelity shall totter to its 
hai-e, and on its ruins be create an earth-paradise; whose pastures shall he ever 
green, and waters ever still; where Bible light shall shine in all its Spirit-splen­
dor, and every letter blossom forth a spiritual truth.

Demon-self shall fall before the breath of Brotherhood; every living form, a 
link shall be, in chain cnntinous, as members of one man, a human harmony,— 
Death-falses shall no more abound; God’s love-bow circling round, shall man’s 
heart girt, as rainbow earth’s horizon. His messengers to man, shall bear their 

**©live crowns; and on each heart shall he ingraft, from off the tree of paradise 
before the fall, a hud of incense, which blossoming shall seed, and every breath 
of Zephyr bear, to root on spot more barren than the wayside or the stony ground 
of old, and warmed by sun divine, God’s word, the Bible, and by angels tended, 
earth shall be restored, and flowers of love eternal bloom.

11 Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the briar shall 
come up the myrtle tree.”

And may the manifestations of spirit, in this our land, be the dawn of that 
long looked for glorious day which is to give light to them that sit in darkness 
ana in the shadow of death of that day of joy and peace,—of that day-spring 
from on high,—when the poor and needy shall seek water and there is none, 
and their tongue faileth for thirst, and the Lord will hear them, and the God of 
Israel will not forsake them; when he will open rivers on high places, and foun- 

. tains in the midst of the valleys; and will make the wilderness a pool of water 

. and the dry land springs of water; when he will plant in the wilderness, the ce­
dar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the olive tree; and will set in the desert, 

' the fir tree, and the pine, and the box-tree together, that they may see, and 
*■ know, and consider and understand together, that the hand of the Lord hath done 
, A §•; the Holy One of Israel hath created it.—May this be the break of that 

morn, which is foretold by the prophet Isaiah, when the wilderness shall be glad 
and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose; when the wolf shall dwell 

f with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the. kid ; and the calf and the 
young lion and the fating together; and a little child shall lead them. *

“ Then earth
From the Ant&rtic to the Artie pole,

. Shall blush with flowers : the Isles and Continents
„ Teem with harmonious forms of bird and beast

And fruit; and glorious shapes of art, more fair -
* Than man’s imaginations yet conceived •
.■ Adorn the stately Temple of a new,

Divine Religion ;—Every human soul,
A second Adam, or a second Eve,
Shall dwell with it's pure counterpart conjoined,

* In sacramental meanings of the heart.
God shall be everywhere;—not as now,

* Grasped at—but apprehended, felt, and known.”

m
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.• A V IS IO N  C O R R O B O R A T E D .
March 27. This Morning, before rising, while meditating, a men­

ial representation appeared to me of an expanse of countless stars har­
moniously arranged and inter-related with each other, and all in reac­
tion to an all-pervading un ity— D eity invisible. I  conceived also, a | 
.the same tim e, the idea of these stars having on them  beings endowed 
with self-action—Goon to these beings resulting, as of necessity, frcwp 
the voluntary subordination of the ir self-action to th a t of D eity,r—J&vfl 
from the contrary. ’

P ondering on th is scene, glowing as it were w ith a ligh t and life of 
its own— I  felt a movement indicative to m e of Spirit-writing, and rajr 

, finger was moved to write as follows,—
“ O God! Creator of all m ankind, M aker of all worlds, and of all the 

th in g s  thereon, gran t unto  th is thy  servant more and more ligh t to see 
an d  understand thy adm irable works !— M a t il d a .”

M atilda, it has been given me to understand, is the nam e of my 
m o ther in  the Spirit-world. '
■ After a pause, the w riting was resum ed:— “ My dear S on ,—I  h are  
long  endeavoured to im press you with th is picture.

“ T he adm irable work of Jesus C hrist’s m ed iation ; i t  is impossible 
to  express by picture or by signs of sonorous relation.” . -

•_ H ere the w riting suddenly ceased.
I  was curious to ascertain how far th is vision, if  I  may call it so, and  

th e  concom itant w riting, were no t automatic.
O n the evening of the following day, some friends came according to 

appoin tm ent made several days before; am ong them  was a seeing-mo- 
d ium , whom I  invited to look, as she frequently has done, in  a m irror, 
dedicated to “ M atilda.” My m other appearing in  it, am ong other ques­
tions asked by me was th is— w hether I  had been im pressed by h er 

• la tely  with a m ental picture or vision ? T he answer was in  the affirma­
- tive. Beyond the proof already received through my hand, I  asked her 
to  kindly describe it in  the m irror to the present m edium.

- “ Yes, my dear,” was the reply, “ it was a  picture of Holy L and .”—  
. T h is  seeming to me rather vague, I  asked for a more exact description.

■—“ I  cannot add to the description except through a drawing-medium. 
I  could through Mrs. W. whom you know.”

I  was not perfectly certain that the m edium  then  looking in  th e  
m irror had not heard of Mrs. W. as a m ost rem arkable drawing-me­
d ium  ; and tha t the reading m ight be considered a u to m a t ic  on h e r  
part. On my stating the difficulty I  m igh t have in  com m unicating 
w ith th e ' lady she named, on account of the distance,— a difficulty 
started by scepticism,— m y m other, or “ M atilda,” intim ated (through 
the seeing-medium, by transien t w riting on the mirror) h e r willingness 
to effect the object through one of the other friends present, of whoso 
drawing-m edium ship the m edium  of the m irror was, I  knew, perfectly 
ignorant. I  thought tha t would meet the case beautifully. “ M atilda” 
arranged with M r C. the said drawing-medium, to be w ith h im  at seven 

f o ’clock the following evening. After other com munications, and our

m
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acknowledgements, M atilda gave h e r  blessing, and the m irror was closed*
' O n the following day, Mr. C., while engaged a t h is work, thought it 
no t unlikely tha t “ M atilda” m igh t be w ith him , and held the pencil 
from tim e to tim e, bu t w ithout result. In  the evening, while engaged 
in  conversation upon family m atters, he perceived the  sign usual with 
h im  for spirit-writing. H e looked a t h is w atch ; it  was seven exactly. 
H e  took a pencil and paper, and it was w ritten,— “ M atilda. My dear, I 
will try what you can do.

T he  m edium  asked, W hat sort of paper will be best ? T h e  answer 
was,— “ Any piece of paper. I  cannot do as other Spirits can who are 
more accustomed to you.”

After an  apparently preparatory exercise of the m edium ’s hand, a 
drawing was made as closely approxim ating a m iniature diagram  of the 
4vision* as was possible to be made in  an  off-hand pencil sketch, though 
unintelligible to him  through whose hand  it was done, and  whose idea, 
from my imperfect description, was totally different. T h e  sketch was 
m ade w ithout the pencil being once lifted off u n til com pleted ; when 
the  m edium ’s hand  was moved to a scrap of paper on the table, and was 
m ade to write,—

“ I  cannot draw any better. I t  is more as a proof to m y dear J . that 
he may know th a t other m edium s may be used by me— M atilda.”

M r. C. asked, Is  it  quite finished?—“ You can go on w ith it  another 
tim e. I  cannot stop longer now.”

H e said, I  am sorry for that, because I  am  so m uch a t liberty.—“ I 
cannot stay longer now.” ’

D uring  the next two days, Mr. C. held the pencil, now an d  then, to 
the diagram to receive any additions, bu t in  vain un til the evening of 
th e  second day, when “ M atilda” announced her presence by writing 
h er nam e, and proceeded, “ I  will go on with the drawing i f  you will 
allow me, th a t my dear J . may be contented in  m ind, and have confi­
dence in  what I  promise. I  cannot do all I  could desire, bu t I  will do 
m y best. You can do more w ithout my aid than  with i t ; b u t it  will 
gratify h im .’ B u t a t this point some professional interruption oc­
curred, and Mr. C. was unable to resum e the pencil for “ M atilda ” for a 

■ couple of hours. When he did h is hand was moved to write not by 
“ M atilda,” as he expected, bu t by another Spirit who frequently writes 
th rough him , who wrote tha t he m ust now wait for “ M atilda’s im­
pression ; in  the  m ean tim e giving him  instructions to go out about 
some benevolent Spirit-work. T h is he did. T he particulars of that, 
although interesting, it  would be foreign to my present purpose to re­
late.

T he next day, I  having w ritten to him  to know if  he had received any 
ratification of the “ v ision” as promised, Mr. C. brought the sketch 
home, w ith the particulars and the little com munications I  have here 
copied.

H aving looked a t them  and commented on the sketch, Mr. C. said he 
should have been better pleased w ith it, as an  artist, if  a little mow 
complete, his hand  was pu t into movement and wrote, “ My dear George
that will be sufficient to express my meaning. Matilda»”
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1 having looked at it for a while, through his hand was rapidly writ­
ten, “ What do you think of it now, dear J . ? ” 1 returned thanks, and
had to confess that it corresponded with, while it, at the same time, 
more fully expressed the idea conveyed in the picture impressed upon 
my mind.

T he statem ent, through my own hand, that the im pression was m ade 
by my mother, was thus confirmed, in the first place, by a seeing m edium , 
and in the second, through a drawing and w riting medium . I  concluded 
th a t the phenom ena witnessed by myself, as well as those witnessed by 
the seeing m edium , were not automatic.

London, April, 1859. J acob D ix o n .

aai

SPIRIT MUSIC.
W e thankfully  insert a letter received from a friend in  Yorkshire, 

whose successful m inistry of the gospel is a sufficient test of his tru th ­
fulness. '

I n  acknowledging some num bers of the Telegraph w hich had  been 
se n t to him , he says,—

“  I  don’t know tha t I  can make a more suitable return  than  by re­
la tin g  a circumstance which puzzles our ordinary philosophy, bu t of 
w hich, from the character of the testim ony, I  am as certain, as I  can be 
o f anyth ing  which does not take place directly w ithin the sphere of my 
own consciousness. ^

I  had an intim ate friend in  Huddersfield. T hree years ago he died 
_ very suddenly. H e was a home-loving genial man. H e had  a hom e 
to be loved. H is death was an overwhelming affliction to h is  wife and  
children, particularly to the former. She almost died w ith him . H er 
hom e, before so cheerful and comfortable, became all bu t h er sepulchre.

. T h e  daughter was left a t home, whom the father loved to hear play on 
th e  piano. She has since joined him  in  the world of Spirits, having 
d ied  as unexpectedly as h er father, though no t un til she had become a 
wife and a m other. From  the day of h e r father’s death the piano was 
closed, not again to be opened. Such was the m other’s decree. She 
im agined tha t she could not endure the sound of it, and no reasoning 
or entreaty would prevail upon her to make the experiment. She is a 
woman of h igh spirit, and stem  resolve, and having formed the purpose 
not to have the instrum ent opened, she was no t to be moved from it.

Several m onths passed away. I t  was a calm sum m er n ight. A 
m arried daughter and a lady friend from Leeds w ith her daughter— a 
m ere child— were visiting M rs. C. All are very intim ate friends of 
m ine. Early  in  the m orning is heard discerning m ost exquisite music. 
D aughter, friend, child, are alarmed. T he first leaves h er room, goes 
to th e  room of h er guest, and finds both her and h er child sat up  in  
bed listening in  a sort of adm iring tenor. T he window is thrown up  to 
ascertain w hether the sounds come from without, bu t instead of fu ller 
th e  m usic becomes fainter. A visit is made to the landing of the stair­
, case, and no doubt is entertained tha t the sounds are from the long- 
„ silen t piano. They hear its well-known tones, though  sublim ated to
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ppmsual sweetness, and tha t precise effect which has before been noticed 
as they have swept along the narrow passage from the drawing-room, 
through the hall a t righ t angles to it, and up the stairs leading to the 
bed-rooms. For twenty m inutes the music continued— bu t such m usic! 
T he tunes are all familiar, the keys have answered to the notes before, 
b u t never in  an execution so brilliant, and with a sweetness so penetrat­
ing. <

Towards five or six o’clock the ladies ventured down towards the 
drawing-room, bu t door and piano are both closed.

Mrs. C. the bereaved and disconsolate wife, did no t hear the perform­
ance, bu t she opened the instrum ent the next day. S he is as free from 
credulity as any woman I  know, b u t she took th is as a kindly  intima­
tion from the invisible world both to moderate her grief an d  to suffer 
the piano to be played as formerly.

You may make what use of th is anecdote you please in  p rivate; in 
public too, providing nam es etc. are not given, as, w ithout the permis­
sion of the friends referred to, I  should not feel at liberty  to publish 
the ir nam es. J . S.” ,
- W e invite other friends to send us sim ilar contributions— only taking 
• care th a t they are as well attested.

lii

HON. JUDGE EDMONDS.
T he H on. Judge Edm onds received an offer from the editors of the 

"New York T ribune” to .insert a series of articles from his pen  in  favour 
of Spiritualism . T he  learned Judge  has accepted the offer, and we el- 
tract the following from his first article. ,

"L e t me take the rappings as a specim en:— W hen I  first heard then), 
i t  was in  the presence of three females, whose characters were enough of 
themselves to assure me against any attem pt at imposition. As I  enter­
ed the room where they were seated together a t one side of a  table, the 
rappings came w ith a hurried, cheerful sound on the floor near where 
they sat. I  took my seat a t the opposite side of the table, and listened, 
w ith the idea in  my m ind, "O ne of them  is doing it—perhaps with her 
feet or hands, her toe or knee-joints.” D irectly the sounds came on the 
table, and not on the floor, and where their hands could not reach. " I t 
was vetriloquism,” I  said to myself. I  pu t my hands on the table direct­
ly over the sounds, and distinctly felt the vibration, as if  a ham m er had 
struck it. " I t  was m achinery,” I  imagined, and then the sounds moved 
about the table indifferent parts, the vibration following my hands where- 
ever I  pu t them . At other times, though not on th is  first occasion, 
I  have turned the table upside down, and examined it so carefully as to 
know there was no m achinery.

T hus I  went on, a t this tim e and at other tim es, testing  the rappings 
in  various ways by these questions. And in  answer they would some­
tim es come on the back of my chair, when there was no one behind me;

, sometimes on m y person, when there was no one near enough to touch 
m e ; sometimes in  a railroad car, when in  a rapid motion ; sometimes 
‘ ju g b  up on n wall beyond the reach of any one; sometime»©»* apof§®»®§
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in g  open, when I  could see on both sides of it, and no one was near enough 
to  touch i t ; sometimes four or five feet d istan t from any person ; some* 
tim es following the person when walking to and f ro ; sometimes when 
th e  m edium  was im m ersed in  w a te r; sometimes when they were placed 
on  a feather p illow ; sometimes when isolated from the floor on glass; 
som etim es when held  up  from the floor; and sometimes I  found, beyond 
doubt, th a t they were the sheer fabrication of the m edium .

S till, i t  m igh t be ventriloquism  ; and so we tested it by ja rs  of quick­
silver, so placed th a t the least vibration of the m aterial on which the 
sound was m ade would be apparent. And, finally, after weeks of such 
tria l, as if  to dispel all idea in  my m ind  as to its being done by others or 
by  m achinery, the  rappings came to me alone when I  was in  bed, w hen 
h o  m ortal bu t m yself was in  the room. I  first heard them  on the floor, 
a s  I  lay reading. I  said, “ I t 's  a  mouse.” T hey instantly  changed the ir 
location from one p art of the room to another w ith a rapidity  th a t no 
m ouse could equal. “ S till i t  m ight be m ore than  one m ouse?” A nd 
th e n  they came upon m y person, distinct, clear, unequivocal. I  ex­
p la ined  i t  to m yself by calling i t  a tw itching of the nerves, w hich a t 
tim es  I  had experienced, and  so 1 tried to see if  it was so. I t  was on 
m y  th ig h  th a t they came. I  sat up  in  bed, threw  off all clothing from 
th e  lim b, leaving it  entirely bare. I held m y lighted lamp in  one hand, 
n e a r  m y leg, and sat and looked at it. I  tried various experiments. I  
h a d  my left hand fiat on the spot— the raps would be then  on my hand  
an d  cease on the leg. I  laid m r  hand  edgeways on the lim b, and the  
force, whatevei it was, would pass across my hand  and reach th e  leg» 
m ak ing  it perceptible on each finger as on tho leg. I  held my hand  
two or three inches from my th igh, and found they instantly  stopped 
an d  resum ed their work as soon as 1 withdrew my hand.

B u t I  said to myself, th is is some local affection, which the magnet­
ism of m y h and  can reach. Im m ediately they ran  rio t all over m y 
lim bs, touching m e w ith a  distinctness and  rapidity th a t was marvel­
lous, runn ing  up and down both lim bs from the th ighs to the end of the 
toes, and two or three tim es w ith force enough to h u rt some, as if  a child 
h ad  struck m e with a blunted  nail.

T h u s they proceeded, for some h a lf hour or more, as I  thus watched 
-until I  gave u p  th a t there was any bu t one hypothesis on which they 
could be explained, for they were intelligent, and by th e ir  changing 
m e t my m ental objections, for I  uttered no word aloud. I  p u t down 
m y lam p and lay down to sleep. They im m ediately left my lim bs and 
w ent to other parts of my body, and I  fell asleep w ith them  gently 
tapp ing  my left side.
- S till there was another ques tio n ; may not th is be some unknow n 
power belonging to a peculiar m ortal organization and subject to its 
control? T he answer to th a t was— though not the only answer— th a t i t  
<would often come when the m edium  did no t w ant it, and as often refuse 
to  come when it  was m ost earnestly wanted. And it was the same w ith 
¿he desires of the circle. I t  would come when it  pleased, and as it 
j ta s e c l ,  whatever it was, and not as we wisbed.”

ais'
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If urici to Subscribers. The present Number and Supplement, complete another 
Toluene, which at the end of the month may be purchased at 2s. (Dr. Ashbuxners Essays- 
included) and we hope that it wil 1 bear comparison with any of the preceding issues/ 
Indeed the zealous co-operation of our eminent literary contributors, and of our increased 
body of subscribers, has enabled us, in spite of our own inexperience and short-comings,; 
to place before our readers articles and information on Spiritualism and its phenomena 
and philosophy, which must have greatly advanced the subject, and have given our 
humble journal, we hope, a character and usefulness which without them we could not 
have hoped to obtain. As a record of Spiritual phenomena we have taken every pains 
to select only the best authenticated and most striking instances, and as to the philoMK 
phy of Spiritualism, our aim has been to widen its basis, and make it large enough to 
Include all well-ascertained facts. _

With no pre-conceived opinions, better described as prejudices, to induce us to omit 
any class either of facts or opinions, and being fully conscious of how little is accurately 
known of the deep mysteries of the great subject ; we have offered a fair field to those 
who had anything to say, either for or against us, which was told in fair English and 
with charity, and in this we hope we have our readers concurreuce. We hold it a great 
sin against truth, to conceal uncomfortable facts, and that if Spiritualism can be injured 
by the truth becoming known in its fulness; it is nevertheless our duty to lay the whole 
before the public. Hitherto having acted on this plan, we have only cause to congratu­
late ourselves and our readers that the great facts of Spiritualism are unimpeached, and 
that the daily increasing adhesions of satisfied inquirers are the be$t pledge for a still 
greater field of usefulness with those who are yet unbelievers.
‘ We respectfully ask the continued co-operation of our friends to make the forthcom­
ing numbers of our little Journal useful to the cause, and wefeel sure that in any event 
they will have as great success as zealous and able friends and writers can procure for 
them. _

In order to give each subscriber an opportunity of seconding the efforts of the London 
Committee, by private circulation, we have resolved to limit ourselves to sixteen pages 
at a time for the next twelve issues, and thus enable each Subscriber to take a few 
copies for distribution. Subscribers will please intimate the number of copies they will 
take.

The funds of the London Committee continue to increase. We learn from the Trea­
surer, Mr. W. M. Wilkinson, Hampstead, London, N. W., that several additional sums 
have been received since our last.

Spiritualism  and Science U n ited . We understand -that towards the end of 
the year, we may expect a good siz$d volume under the above title from the pen of Mr. 
J . Jones, of Peckham. From his powers of analization as shewn in the valuable and 
suggestive little work he published some time ago, called “ Mesmerism solved,“ and the 
Well known interest he has taken in Spiritualism, we are lead to expect that Spiritual­
ists will have a “ Standard Work“ for their use, second to none published in America.

JUST PUBLISHED, Price Id.
THE SPIRITUAL MESSENGER, No. 6, Containing Human and Spiritual far 

fluence—Mesmerism versus Drugs—The Exercise of the Will—Mrs. C. Crowe on Mes­
merism—Reviews—Poetry—Ac. Ac. Horsell and Pitman, Paternoster Row.

THE ARCANA OF CHRISTIANITY. By the Rev. T. L. Harris, 10h. with Appendix; or with­
out, 9s. Appendix, or Song of 3atan separate, 3s, Post free. The First Book of the Christian Re­
ligion, Price 3s. Hymns of Spiritual Devotion, Price 3s. White, 86, Bloómhshury St. London. '

. Fourth Edition, post 800. pp. 232, price, Five Shillings.
' THE VISION OF MIDSUMMER MORNINGS’ DREAM,

By F. STARR, NORWICH.
“ And it shall come to pass afterwards that I will pour out my Spirit upon all desk K 

tnd your sons and your daughters shall prophecy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
four young men shall see visions."

The realised portion of the prophetic parts of this Vision, render this Volume a work 
of increasing and startling interest in the marvellous age of wonders in which we live.
' London : John Wesley and Co., 54, Paternoster Row, E. C.

P. W. W£ATKKRH£AD, PRINTER, XWUP̂ BY. . _ ’ '
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