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A FEW  WORDS ON THE CONTROVERSY BETWIXT TH E 
REV. E. W HITE, AND WILLIAM HOW ITT ESQ.

W e  cannot think that the armour of Spiritualism is so loosely joint
ed, as that Mr. White is likely to get his lance through it, until he is 
furnished with a better weapon, and uses it to a better purpose. Mr 
William Howitt might well retire from the field after unhorsing his op
ponent in his last brilliant charge, and determine to wait for the next 
more fresh and more skilled assailant. Nevertheless we owe a debt to 
Mr. WThite for introducing the subject to his congregation and we ac
cord to him honesty of purpose, and think that he is not worse, but ra
ther better in his belief than the majority of his brethren, for he has got 
over manfully that first stage which many find so difficult, namely, the 
truth of the alleged phenomena of Spiritualism, and he is only travel
ling a well-beaten road too when he finds himself at the next stage—the 
notion, in which all his arguments may be summed, that none but evil 
Spirits can in God’s providence communicate with man. We are glad 
that Mr. White should now repudiate any charge of hypocrisy, decep
tion and insincerity, against the earnest and good men and women who 
are searching this deep subject, and we are only sorry that he did not 
write as plainly at the outset. But indeed we distrust his power to 
form any opinion at all upon Spiritualism, until he knows more of it and 
approaches it in more humble guise: he appears to us to have been suc
cessful only in writing himself down as speaking authoritatively on a 
subject he knows little of, and in doing this to have in a great measure 
lost the love and fair balance of one who essays to teach his erring bre
thren.

We say this because evidently he thinks it no evil in retracting his 
charges against Spiritualists, to reiterate them against the Spirits, and 
without exception and without compunction, to speak of all those as de* * 
vils who enter into communion with men. We are glad that we have 
no such belief, and dare make no such charge, but rather that we adopt
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and cling to the creed of the church as to the spirit communion with all 
of the just made perfect. Such communion we would foster, and would 
not willingly believe in face of the bible and of the deepest facts of aU 
ages of the World, that comm union to be good must be unknown to us, 
and that the moment it is known it becomes evil and is the produce of 
devils—or to put it in another form, that as men of all churches pray 
for the holy spirit to direct and guide them, when one knows he receives 
what he asks it is bad, and that it is only when he does not know his 
prayer is answered, that it is good. ’ '

We are not sure either that Mr. White is right in speaking » 0  glibly 
as he does of evil spirits, as if they had innate power superior to and al
together apart from the providence of God, and that when they are allowed 
to approach near it may not be for some good reason and for some good 
purpose of reproof or chastisement. Dr. Hall, Bishop of Norwich, says 
4i The Lord makes use of both evil and good angels to produce the 
same ends/* and if by their coming they can only give us better and 
truer notions of the existence and power of God; even evil spirits may be of 
gréât service. As to the control in which they are held ; we read in tl% 
word, “ And the Evil Spirit from the Lord was upon Saul/' “ Thuè 
8&ith the Lord God, every man that setteth up idols in his heart, that 
putteth the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and cometh 
to the prophet, I  the Lord will answer him according to the multitude of 
his idols, and if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thi ng 
I  the Lord have deceived the prophet.'* The uncleanness therefore is first 
in ourselves. We may learn from this, that in order to attract good 
angels, we must first be good ourselves, that they may find a home wi
thin us. “ Hear now my words : if there be a prophet among you, I 
the Lord will make myself known to him in a vision, and will speak 
unto him in a dream.” “ Behold I  send an angel before thee, to keep 
thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I  have prepared. 
Beware of him, and obey his voice—provoke him not, for he will not 
pardon your transgressions, for my name is in him.” *

The word angel, is a title of office, and not a name, and signifies that 
they are “ Messengers ” of God. And shall they bring no messages to 
us? Shall we close our hearts against them, and call them devils, and 
deny their holy office, after the glorious new dispensation of the gospel 
has given us not only the permission, but the injunction to enter into 
communion with them, and to try them—a permission necessarily de* 
nied under the old dispensation, to the low arts and magic into which the 
then Israel degraded i t  The angelic boat i i  composed only of Hunt
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who have one« been mortili mem—they «re “ olir feUoW-servents, Étti of 
our brethren the prophets "—-mid it is still ms necessary, m  it i t s  in the 
days of Jacob, that angels should first ascend from earth, before they 
should descend from heaven. The most important and the highest 
offices of the Lord were performed during the forty days after his re. 
surrëction, and it was only after his first ascension that he sent tin  
Holy Spirit in fulness to his people. “ I go to prepare a place for yoi.## 
“I will not leave you comfortless, 1 will come to you.'* 11 It is expé
dient for you that 1 go away* For i f l  go not away, the Comforter M I 
not come unto you, but if I  depart I will send him ijnto you.”

Milton, who in his great soul did not see this, has done mudi té ri» 
m i in the Church the contrary idem that erigili-are'a dépende 
but for this there is no warrant, and it has long been a great preventHt 
to a true system of angelology. • - • ’

There is also much room yet both amongst the sect! and thé pH» 
losophers, for truer ideas of the change wrought in us by the death of 
the outer body, which is crnundt limply by the departure from It àt thé 
Spiritual body, which, during our till here, i l »  it by impteticii, p i i  là 
the real man. • • ’

Man here is of three-fold composition : spiriti soul, and body, The!«
V. 33. and the want of the proper knowledge of the meaning of these 
words, has greatly troubled religion and philosophy. The body # •  
need not to be told about, since we are already only too much enthralled 
by it; the soul (psyche) is the animal or time lifo of the body, as in thé 
example “ take no thought for your life," the same word being used M 
the original in both places, while pneama»- the spirit, m the reti matti 
*nd unlike the animal or soul-life, is that part Which can miter die, of 
be in abeyance. “Jesus yielded up the ghost*" (pneuma)- The autho*» 
iaed translation, which has so many renderings for these Wolds, With* 
out a consistent plan, must be chargeable with much " of the error and 
ignorance which prevent so many from losing #hAt ii sò Simple and 
beautiful a feet,—that the Spiritual -body is- already Within ns, and 
complete of itself—that by our lives we are finhhmihg ite qualify, Ih4 
preparing it té lidie its place m the true spirit-world, and-that It n te ip  
unit can from its very nature have, no farther eèéM ém iim iÈ k  Iti ià rÜ  
body, after it i i  once emancipated from It. I t  doe» mot therefore iatil 
in the màwmm m  a vapor, and in a shadowy slats of 
hover about its former body, waiting indefinite year» for I  Jttd£meht* 
but at once it enter» its own world, moèe sttbètantiaf itf'M ajf liddtti 
®f its material cofiring, un i m M  th è»  nid i àttàrifeg Kftè f t i t t i  
i l i i i f .
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The experience of apparitions and dreams ill point® to this as the 
great truth. I f  it be not sot bow come these visitations from the friends 
who have gone before, often giving information on temporal matters 
only known to them, and evidently wanting nothing either in power or 
intelligence to make them men complete. In what are they in com. 
plete ? Is it because our coarse material naturalism cannot see and 
handle them ? Have they not power over the essences of things, have 
they not presence without locomotion, obeying the only law of sym
pathy? Is not the future present to them, and all matter under their 
control? Have they to go to the church-yards to borrow the bodies 
i»  which they appear to us? Rather they are complete, and we are in 
complete, because we require in this lower state to have the sun-light 
•haded to our eyes, and its glories to our hearts. What is needed that we 
may see our visitants, but only that our spiritual eyes and spiritual sen
ses may be opened to us. This is done to us nightly in dreams; and in 
Others who are normally, or from favourable conditions for the time, 
made sensitive, and who are therefore called mediums, these spiritual 
peases are opened by day, and in the waking state. Why should we 
deny whole classes of facts that are of common occurrence, and all the 
Spiritual phenomena which it is the business of this Journal to record? 
Better to accept them and see what is their significance. Man is a spi
rit while he is in the body, as truly as when he is out of it, but with less 
power, and other spirits can see and act upon his spirit, but only under 
the all-seeing eye and constant providence of God. In this way holy 
work is provided for all who have loved us here, and go before to help 
to prepare our hearts as houses in which God may dwell. We ask for 
light from Him, but are we fit to endure its brightness ?—He sends us 
his .messengers to give us as much as we can receive through them—• 
Do we make them a home and receive them in our inner chamber, and 
ftiU ask for brighter love ?—a higher messenger will come to us, quick
ened by our earnest prayers, to speak to us as of old, from “ between the 
Cherubim.” Are we troubled and tempted by evil spirits ? See the 
fond endeavours of our guardians, which we recognize as conscience 
working in us, to ward off their attacks. If it be true in this world that 
we may be judged by the company we keep, how much more true would 
it be were we able to see and recognize the quality of our company in 
the world of Spirits.

Is there not in all this a plan which facts affirm, and revelation ap
proves, nay which is drawn from its holy words. Here is scope for 
(fod's continual providence, and that too by acting as He always does,
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through means, to accomplish His ends. Where is the instance of an j 
direct immediate action of the Infinite Father? Is it not hurtful to 
think of such, for how should we bear His glory ? The Israelites said 
to Moses,11 Speak thou with us and we will hear, but let not God speak 
with us lest we die,” and the face of Moses after only speaking with Him 
shone so that it must needs be veiled to hide the glory. Where are the 
priests and teachers of this day whose faces we cannot look upon for 
their too much shining ? and yet some tell us, they have got the Word 
and want no more light. The word was given on the holy mount, and 
Moses brought it down upon the plain. I t  must needs be taken higher 
up again to see the infinite splendours which it contains. I t  too must 
be taken to the Mount of Transfiguration to have its Spiritual beauty 
disclosed to our wondering gaze, and our spiritual perceptions must bo 
opened too, or we could see only the letter which killeth.
' The truth is, that a new Spiritual light is now already shining 
from the gospel, and that all church made creeds which deny this, are 
too small to hold the true-hearted souls. “ Show me the church pre
tending to the name of Christian, over whose portals you may boldly 
write “ Spiritualism disavowed,” and I  will show you the dry bones 
which lay'in the valley before Ezekiel prophesied.” Other teachers are 
wanted than those who have allowed humanity to come to its present 
pass by denying Spiritualism in religion, and thus have lost the best 
affections of the greatest masses of mankind. Now indeed some oi Vue 
clergy are awakening, but the mischief has been done, and souls which 
they should long ago have garnered up, are wandering as sheep that 
have no shepherd. To these, Spiritualism, which has the true eumr 
of life, comes as a nursing mother, and tells them of the ’ continual 
providence of God, exercised through his ministering Spirits, the gone- 
before, and that the dear ones they have lost shall help to guide uieui 
as the highest office of an angels love. No cold grave, no distant re
surrection, but a living loving minister of God, to lead them in tne way 
to the great Father of us all. I t  tells with all the force of experimental 
truth that the next life is an immediate continuation of this, and that 
the crisis or judgment is the condition to which we bring our spirits 
here. Did Spiritualism do no more than give us this, it would oe the 
brightest light which the Lord has shed upon His gospel, and which tne 
churches should try to see, but science and philosophy, false because 
divorced from God, have led men astray, and for want of Spiritualism 
ia religion, have substituted nature for Providence, and a cold material- 
tail for the warm throbbing low of it Heavenly Fattav ' '
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Instead then of lamenting the belief of the writers in these pages, we 
Would ask Mr. White in all charity, as he is an earnest man and minis- 

to try to comprehend the vastness and the scope of Spiritualism, 
tnd to help us to give it a true direction. It will not die out, as some 
auppose. Never in the worlds history has it had so many believers, for 
Hover wa* it so much needed as now. The “revivals" in America, and 

broken out through Wales, and rife at Aberdeen, are only phases 
f f  It* power, to be renewed and break forth again, whether churches 
U li eeetf like it or not Let him help ns then to lead the movement 
E e would find that we are travelling towards the same goal as he, but 
by *»othlr, and we think a better road, not dark, as his, but lighted bf  
A t brilliant burning of the truth. As we believe .God's written word 
to t  la** than H it works, to be infinitely divine, there is ample reason for 
•U to seek and pray for spiritual light upon their teachings. This light 
^Spirituals!® in its highest phase. Looking back at the history of 
WM|cnl criticism, we may see the advances which have been made even 
by the critical researches into the roots, and that not by the church 
ptoper, but rather by the Schoolmen. “The Philology of the critics, 
Write* Matthew Henry, hath been of much more advantage to religion, 
tod lent more light to sacred truth, than the Philosophy of the School 
Divines.** Origen says, “the source of many evils lies in adhering to 
&e carnal or external part of Scripture. Those who do so (he says) 
ilillll not attain to the kingdom of God.” And he says, “the scriptures 
W  of little use to those who understand them as they are written.

ns seek therefore after the Spirit, and substantial fruits of the 
Word, which are hidden mysteries.’* A flood of light has been thrown 
Upon the biMe, and brought to light the holiest* truths before conceal
ed under the covering of the letter, and this is still going on, and with 
Spiritual experiences and Spiritual perceptions, must proceed for ever, 
nttil the words are turned into the things of God. ever advancing, but 

teaching His infinity. Truths hidden under the letter, because 
of the low state of man, are now open to. our view, and the inner 
Honing of the “death” and “destruction " and “eternal perdition' 
Ifhlch Mr. White now mistakes for everlasting misery and punishment, 
m m  rafer to the sharp medicaments which alone can purge the un
clean spirit and enable it to progress towards the health of love. How 
many book* have now been written by ablest men showing that the 
words translated “Eternity,”and “for ever," have no such meanings* 
is ascribed fo them by the authorized but very incomplete version, m i 
there aro few poipt* a* to which this may he said more certainly then
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m  to that we arenow Inquiring Into. The common Ideas of the laity as 
to these words are known by the clergy and by all classics, to be errone
ous—volumes have been written of interpretations and others as to the 
principles of interpretation—interpreters are interpreted, and so the 
churches go on, and must still go on, since that day when first their in
fallibility was put in question. If  the bible wefe in its nature as any 
other book, this could not have been, for the full meaning would have 
appeared on its face,and no room would have been left for such a body 
as the clergy to exist, or for the heresy of to-day to be recognised as 
divine light to-morrow. The very search for truth in its pages ■ bespeaks 
the possibility of illumination and of inspiration frôm the Lord through 
his angels, and of the humble spirit obtaining .more light, and it ac
counts also for our being able at times to see the divine light in passages 
which we may have repeated all our previous lives, without seeing the 
further glory which a happy frame ofmind for a moment makes pos
sible to us. “ Father I thank thee that thou hast hidden these 
things from the wise, and hast revealed them unto babes.” Were 
God’s omnipresence and omnipotence and thence His providence a 
living truth, it ought not to surprise any one that He should enlighten 
the minds of all according to their capacity of reception. .

Why should not, in God’s mercy, the ultimate tendency of all he up
wards, and thus all things be restored ? We believe the Spirits and the 
Word of God that it may be so. But if we are wrong, it is no discredit 
to Spiritualism, nor to Spirits either, of whom we do not predicate in
fallibility, as Mr. White supposes us to do. In this, m  in all else, we 
try the Spirits and seek for light Mr. White, were he to read our 
pages, would see that there is no point on which we more strongly in
sist, than that no one should blindly follow any guides either in or out 
of the body, and that if he do so, and carry their teachings into act, he 
will become particeps criminis if the act be bad. In stating thip pro
position broadly, Mr. Howitt has our full assent, and we again com
mend his opinion to our readers. If  evil spirits come, and that too 
sometimes as angels of light, they can do us no harm, if we hold this 
golden rule, and we may even extract good from their visitations. The 
same trial of Spirits in the body happens to every one of us in our 
daily dealings with our fellow men, and we do not suffer because a 
friend tries to lead us wrong, if we do not give way to his seducing. 
And how hard is the position Mr. White takes up, that even good com
munications, and holy thoughts, are only a panoply of the Devil to 
lead us astray. How came he to know this so clearly ? If evil spirits
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are compelled to resort to light to lead our love to them, it would be 
well if Mr. White and other teachers would follow their example, and 
get a larger following.

Mr. White takes it almost as a personal offence that there is such a 
thing as Spiritualism, and says triumphantly, that 14 the Word of God 
will prosper without the aid of Spirit-rapping.” These are difficult 
times to deal with, and " it is not surprising that God’s Word is not 

* easily understood, when men will not own His works, and consider spi
ritual gifts to be the machinations of the Evil one.” But he must not be 
offended with us, for we did not make Spiritualism. We only recorded its 
phenomena, and if he finds he could have lived more comfortably if 
such phenomena had not been permitted or sent to us, we are sorry for 
him, but have no power to help him. Is it so clear too that the Word 
of God prospers without the aid of Spirit-rapping, and is there nothing 
in Spiritualism but Spirit-rapping? How is it then that there is such 
wide spread unbelief, such gross naturalism all prevailing amongst the 
nations—such want of unanimity amongst believers. Why is not Mr. 
White a churchman ? Why is not a churchman a baptist ? One of our 
Bishops has branded his Primate as full of heresies, and declared his 
“ entire want of confidence ” in both the Archbishops, and another has 
appealed “ from St. Paul philosophising to St. Paul preaching,” while 
another says, “ It may be fairly questioned whether even sacred history 
is inspired.” The Primate, in his memorable reply, when formally asked 
if certain doctrines were true or false, said, “ You have the same means 
of discovering as I have, and I have no special authority to declare.'’ 
All is in inextricable confusion, which can only be ended by greater 
light flowing into more open hearts. Rapping and making noises on a 
piece of furniture may seem very low, but we dare knot call it either 
“ common or unclean ” in the face of the great truths we have known to 
come from it to some amongst us, and we are sorry to find it is not even 
low enough to reach many human hearts, but on the contrary, that it 
is too high for their materialism. Some of our friends still stand out
side, telling us fairly that if they hear one plain knock which they can 
not attribute to imposture, they will give up their philosophy and their 
shadowy ideas of the future state to begin again in a new search after 
truth.

There is no force in what Mr. White says as to “ the two sorts of an
gels ministry in the bible, one open and effulgent, the other veiled and 
secret.” Indeed the second example of Mr. White shews its objectivity 
equally with the first, as it was disclosed at once in answer to the pray*
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er “ Lord open this young man’s eyes.” The same prayer has equal ef 
ficacy now, and we have still the same surroundings, as is proved by 
those whose “ eyes are opened,” and who are “ in the spirit on the Lord’s 
day.” Still the same objective and ineffable glories are open to the view 
which are unutterable to man, though drunk into the deepest soul of 
the beholder. Modem Spiritualism is full of such, and what cannot be 
fully realized by naturalism of the great spiritual facts in the bible, re
ceives the fullest confirmation of actual experience in these present 
days. The spiritual eyes and other senses are opened to receive these 
truths and give them to the world, and a search in this direction would 
do more to open the laws by which God has always operated his works 
on man, than either divines or philosophers do wot. As they are true 
of heart we entreat them to help the feeble hands which now for want 
of them, and in spite of them, are compelled to labour in this vineyard. 
But Pascal truly says “ We must love divine things in order that we 
may know them,” and as Neander says “ God reveals himself in His 
Word as He does in His works. In both we see a self-revealed self-con
cealing God who makes Himself known only to those who earnestly 
seek Him. In both we find food for faith and occasions for unbelief.— 
In both we find contradictions whose higher harmony is hidden, except 
from him who gives up his whole mind in reverence; in both it is the 
law of revelation that the heart of man should be tested in receiving it, 
and that in the spiritual life as in the bodily, man must eat his bread in 
the sweat of his brow.”

The only other point in Mr. White’s remarks which we feel it neces
sary to touch upon is the one which he justly says is the main argu
ment in Mr. Howitt’s “ final reply,” but we should only weaken the 
striking force and application of that nervous exposition of one of the 
marvellous facts flowing from the transfiguration on the mount were we • 
to enter into it again. It can be read by the light which flows from it 
in golden streams, as the new law which Christ then inaugurated. “The 
law and the prophets were until John ”, but from that holy mount, and 
from that holy scene a new law was then to take its rise. Mr. White dis
putes this interpretation and remarks, “ first that it is very extraordinary^ 
if Mr. Howitt’s interpretation be the right one that the church has had 
to waitl800 years for it. In my ignorance of such an example, I will ven
ture to ask Mr. Howitt to give us any instance during the last eighteen 
centuries of a similar view of the object of the transfiguration.” Now from 
t he whole course of what we have said, it will be seen that, even if Mr, 
Howitt’s view were so entirely new to the world, and that the church
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had waited for it for eighteen centuries, it would not be the less but even 
the more acceptable to us, nay we should look only the more earnestly 
and hopefully for it. We do not profess to be so well read in the history of 
church dogmas as Mr. White and other divines, but we happen to be able 
to answer satisfactorily his earnest seeking after authority by referring 
him to at least one example, though we doubt not we could find him 
many more if he wishes. There is a beautiful essay on the transfigura
tion, published in 1788, by the great Dr. Porteus, then Bishop of Lon
don, who in complaining of the insufficient attention that had been 
paid to that great subject, comes to an interpretation of it precisely sim
ilar to that of Mr. Howitt. We believe the interpretation was from a 
spiritual source to Mr. Howitt in the first instance, and doubtless also 
to the Bishop, and we hold that in both cases it was equally good, al
though the source was probably unknown to the Bishop, and known to 
Mr. Howitt—the scienter not making any difference.

The Bishop, after disposing of the curiously ingenious theory invent
ed by Grotius and seemingly adopted by Mr. White, that the bodies of 
Moses and Elias had been reserved from decay and were again lent to 
them for the express purpose of their appearing in them on the mount, 
says, “ The other great purpose was I apprehend to signify in a figura
tive manner the cessation of the Jewish and the commencement of the 
Christian dispensation, for Moses and Elias must certainly be allowed 
to be the very natural and proper representatives of the prophets. It 
was for this reason that Jesus charged his disciples 1 Tell the vision to 
no man till the Son of Man be risen again from the dead,’for it was one 
of those truths which the .first converts were not able to bear. Great 
numbers of them firmly believed that the Mosaical dispensation was 
yet in full force, and this prejudice, as is well known, continued several 
years after our Lord’s resurrection.” He might have added that it would 
continue at least till 1859, and lie concludes “ Since it was one of the 
chief purposes of the Christian revelation to bring life and immortality 
to light no wonder that God should graciously condescend to confirm 
these great truths to us in so many ways, by words and by visions, by 
prophecies, by miracles, and by celestial visions.”

Mr. White must be charitable to his fellow Christians who look for 
the fulfillment of the words of God, and believe in the communion of 
saints, as well as of evil spirits, in the continual influx of inspiration 
from spiritual beings who are His ministers, in the continuance of pro
phecy, and in the other spiritual gifts which He has promised. We 
will not relinquish this belief, but rather entreat that his eyes may be
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opened to see that revelation is vouchsafed to us in these latter days and 
that humanity and all Gods works are rife with revelation for those 
who are spiritually minded and will hold their hearts as open vessels to 
receive the inner life. But if their vessels 8re already filled by their 
eating of the tree of knowledge, which is still as dangerous to man as it 
was in the days of Adam, and they are like him, only filled with natural 
and sensual tilings; they too will be turned out of the Spiritual Eden 
with its shining rivers, “ for God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man per- 
ceiveth it no t; in a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep 
falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed, then he openeth the 
ears of men and sealeth their instruction that he may withdraw man 
from his purpose and hide pride from man.”

[In perusing the second paper bv Mr. White we are more than ever 
convinced of the wisdom of Mr. Howitt closing his remarks with his 
second article. There is no use in answering twice over. Mr. White 
is dextrous of fence but he hardly meets the stated facts. He has raised 
a variety of arguments, but ho eludes the main argument. Mr. Howitt 
complained that his former arguments were not answered, and Mr. 
White certainlv has not answered those of his second. The two main 
points in this discussion have been the full and final restoration of m an: 
and the abrogation of the law of Moses on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tton# In  the first instance Mr. Howitt contends that as the fall includ
ed all mankind, so the promised restoration, to be complete, must also 
include nil mankind, otherwise both God in his works, and man in his 
totality must have suffered an injury that is not wholly remedied. And 
in confirmation, he quoted the words of Paul that as in Adam aE  die, 
so in Christ must all be made alive. Mr. White, instead of a fair and 
logical reply to this, says he thinks the all being made alive, ap
plies only to the sain ts, as if the saints only being made alive would be 
any compensation for the vast remainder of mankind outside any of 
the Churches, which would leave the injury to God’s creation enormous 
and irremediable, and the devil to that extent triumphant over God : or, 
that if it applies to all humanity, he thinks it only applies to their re
surrection, without reference to their future destiny in heaven or hell. 
But this is just no restoration at all to the bulk of mankind. A restora
tion to be as complete as the fall must include all. That which leaves 
millions, aye or even one man in hell, leaves the devil, so far, success
ful! over God, who at first made all things perfect. We need not pur
sue this argument, every one must see that such a promised restoration 
would only be a delusion. ■

But to shew that such a restoration cannot take place as God has 
promised, Mr. White refers to Paul’s words about fornicators and adul
terers, not being admissible to the kingdom of heaven. Certainly not 
as fornicators or adulterers, but as repentant sinners, such men do daily, 
we all believe, enter the kingdom of heaven ; and in that progression 
which Mr. WThite so much doubted a short time ago, but now admits/

M
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we believe all kinds of sinners will be ultimately reformed and restored. 
As to such terms as everlasting destruction and the like, if the major 
proposition stands fast, as to universal restoration as Paul contends, and 
as has been shown must be the case, all minor ones must take care of 
themselves. They who contend for “ eternal torment ” and eternal “ de
struction,” and the like must be left to reconcile them with the major 
if they can : and if they cannot, had better give them up for the pre
sent. For our parts, from serious and long study of these phrases we 
are satisfied that they mean nothing like an eternity of duration, but 
derive that only from a spurious translation. Commentators, as has 
been shown, have written whole volumes proving that everlasting in the 
original means more correctly “ age-lasting.” An esteemed friend of 
ours, a contributor to this paper, possesses a bible translated wholly 
on this principle, which we think perfectly justified by the original, and 
also confirmed by the facts of scripture history. God said to Adam and 
Eve “ in the day in which ye eat of the tree of knowledge, ye shall sure
ly die.” But they did not die in any human sense. The words had 
another meaning. Moses told the children of Israel that if they for
sook God he would iorsake them as a people, and “ cast them off for 
ever.” But he did not cast them off for ever, in the ordinary sense of 
those words. They again and again forsook him, and he cast them off 
for a time, but recalled them again. He has not yet cast them off for 
ever. The great prophets foretell a final restoration for them, and Paul 
says it shall be “ when the fulness of the Gentiles is come in.” No such 
terms then can stand in face of the great fact that a restoration whi<Sii is 
not as complete as the fall, can redeem the divine promise, or defeat the 
evil and moral disorder introduced into God’s world by it.

The same want of direct grappling with the main argument is exer
cised in Mr. White’s dealing with the abrogation of the law of Moses 
respecting the seeking to the dead. Mr. Howitt showed that Moses 
was dead and buried. That when Christ in his humanity went to meet 
Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration and took his disciples with him 
he broke that law, and taught his disciples to do the same; Mr. White 
therefore, endeavoured to clothe Moses in a body again, having some 
wild sort of notion that if again embraced he would no longer be a spi
rit of the dead ! “ There is a presumption ”, he says, “ as he appeared in 
glory, like Elias, that he may have been raised from the dead.” Now 
the question is not whether he appeared in glory or had been raised 
from the dead, but whether he was one of that class whom we call the 
“ dead,” the departed out of this world through the gate of death. All 
such are included in the category o f“ the dead,” not, as Mr. Howitt pro
perly observed that they were dead, that is, destitute of life, but that they 
had become inhabitants of the invisible world through the natural issue of 
death. This is the plain sense of the matter, and it could make no differ
ence whatever whether Moses appeared in his old body or without it, for 
the being in or out of a body could not alter his status as a Spirit of the 
dead,—a Spirit inhabiting those invisible and mysterious regions which 
stimulate human curiosity, and have induced ail nations to desire W



converse with them, and learn something from them of the world they 
inhabit, or of the future of this.

But there is not the slightest scriptural authority for Moses’s body 
being preserved. There is a legend alluded to in Jude of the devil 
contending for i t : but not a word of the body being reserved for this or 
any other occasion. It is a mere fancy of Mr. White’s, and if he can, 
at pleasure, abandon plain scriptural facts for fancies, or presumptions, 
what should hinder his going over at once to Rome, for it is precisely 
on such fancies in opposition to the plain, substantial texts of scripture, 
that that church builds many of its dogmas. P rotestant rsM can not al
low itself such vagaries: it “ can not teach for doctrines the traditions 
of men,” much less mere empty fancies, unsupported even by tradition. 
In both these cases Mr. White leaves Mr. Howitt's arguments still un
answered. E d.] ...... ....

RELIGIOUS REVIVALS.
The rationale  of the subject of revivals has never perhaps received proper 

and sufficient consideration. The churches have been satisfied with regarding 
religious revivals as, in a general way, the results of Divine action, (in which 
they are mainly right.) but without considering in particular the laws and a
gencies by which the Divine action operates ; while so-called philosophers have 
generally viewed them as a kind of spiritual epidemic—a sort of religious cho
lera, to be treated, if not with draughts and pills, at least with allopathic doses 
of science. The study of s t ia ta , and cockroaches being with them an infallible 
specific for every kind of religious enthusiasm. Unfortunately however, our 
philosophers are not soul-physicians, and they always fail at a spiritual diagnosis. 
Men is a spiritual being, a n d jt is this which perplexes them, because they can
not recognize the fact, but if he was only an intellectual ourang outang, they 
would know better how to deal with him, and could then measure out his soul, 
according to the most approved rules of their small science.

Notwithstanding that we live in the middle of the nineteenth century, we have 
still the weakness to regard these revivals as one of the modes of direct action of 
the spiritual, upon our mundane sphere, perhaps the only one at present, by 
which the heavenly hosts can act largely and powerfully upon and through the 
churches, showering down as I t  were spiritual fire upon their congregations of 
assembled worshippers, receiving and deepening religious impressions, and vivi
fying the forces latent in the soul.

These religious revivals are no new things, they are, and for centuries have 
been, of frequent recurrence, sometimes occurring simultaneously, or nearly so, 
in places widely separated, and having little or no direct communication with 
each other. One of these revivals has lately spread like a great wave over the 
greater part of the Christian world, and has carried upon its crest thousands of 
men whom one would have thought least likely to be borne along by its influ
ence ; and the letter we publish below is a proof that its action has not been con
fined to populous centres, but that it has also extended itself to remote rural 
districts. Resides its prevalence through Wales, it has appeared in force at 
Aberdeen, and we hear has there ascended through all classes, and is still in full 
vigour.

We have been too much in the habit of regarding these and kindred pheno
mena as mere isolated facts, just as in the times of pre-geological science people 
would sometimes come across a fossil, or a shell, which they would regard simply 
ta a curiosity, without conceiving that these belonged to an orderly series, which 
would one day be arranged and classified. We do not imagine that Spiritual
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phenomena can yet be understood as accurately as physical phenomena, or be 
subject to the rigid classification of a Natural Science ; but we regard Spiritual
ism as a central truth, through which possibly an adequate explanation of them 
can be alone obtained. As the law of gravitation explains the phenomena of 
falling bodies, so the law of Spiritual influx may furnish us the principle by 
which to understand such phenomena as are presented in Religious Revivals.

We shall be thankful to any oi our correspondents who will give us further 
information as to the course and results of the revivals in Wales and in Scotland, 
and of revivals in general from all those who are able to throw any light upon 
them.

R elig io u s  E x c item en t .—The following is a copy of a letter recently received 
from Aherystwith, describing the prevalent mental epidemic which is now rife iti 
Wales, and as we hear also at Aberdeen:—

11A movement is going on here, having commenced a month ago, of which 
none can foresee the sequel. I t  is a religious impulse : strong, and all but general, 
in every sect—the Welsh portion of thé church people inclusive. But it is more 
especially remarkable for its impression on nearly every one of those who never 
give heed to auy doctrine whatever. I t  is an epidemic assailing almost every 
body. We have crops of drunkards reformed, beer-houses closed, and the brew
er on furlough ; not only every chapel, but barns and out-houses of every k ind  
are filled all the day long, and half the night; and at midnight, the streets are 
filled with their chants, as the people are coming in from the outskirts of the 
town. I am quite sure that the feeling is irrepressible, and must be allowed to 
have its swing, and that opposition would only aggravate it. Our own two wo
men never rest but in their chapel. The man who looks after my pony, a 
fellow who never used to enter a chapel, but who imbibed freely other spirits, 
is now (for the time) a reformed reformer. Even to the better class of shop
keepers it is the same, their business neglected. A pane of glass in ray bed
room blew in the night before last. 1 could net have a glazier all dav; our 
man in chapel till dark—J ones ditto ; all these are little hearable evils n  they  
are not to last too long. My present consolation is, that although the same sp i
rit pervades equally the country, and is rife at all our mines, it is not productive 
of the same consequences as it is here, where uumbers madden each other. The 
feeling for temperance and devotion is equally strong, but is as yet tempered by 
reason ; they observe their working hours, but instead of their pipes before going 
down the mines, it is prayer, and the same in their own houses, i f  they continue 
so, all well. I am told that it is general nearly through Wales. Prayer hours 
are from nine to one, a. m. ; two to five, p. m. ; six to eleven, p. m. ; twelve 
hours per day, affording only intervals for feeding times.”

J ohn  B unyan.— *• Well," said this 'Heavenly visitant/ with a most pleasing 
smiling countenance, 11 that you may never doubt any more of the reality of 
eternal things, the end of my coming to you is, to convince you of the truth of 
them ; not by faith only, but by sight also, for I will shew you such things as 
were never yet beheld by mortal eye : and to that end your eyes shall bs 
strengthened, and made fitting to behold immaterial objects. Bunyan'$ " World 
to come.” -

S p ir it s  m in ister  to a B ish o p . “ I t  is, I confess, my great sin, that I have 
filled mine eyes with other objects, and have been slack in returning praises to 
my God, for the contornai assistance of those blessed and beneficent spirit I, 
which have ever graciously attended me without intermission, from the first hoar 
of my conception, to this present moment : neither will they ever, I hope, absent 
themselves from m y  tutelage and protection, till they shall have presented my 
poor soul ia final glory. Oh ! that the dust and clay were m  washed out of my 
eye«, that I might behold together with the presence, the numbers, the beauticè 
and excellencies of those my ever present guardians. “ The InvieibU World" 
f* M* Dr* MêM, Mmkf of Norwich, Jüf.



SPIRITUAL TELEGRAPH.

. • THE CUNNING BEAR. •
A FABLE.

In the recesses of an extensive forest, lived an old brown bear, who was the 
friend of no animal, and far less so of any man. One day he was lying in Ms 
den, indulging in all kinds of unfriendly reveries, for he felt hungry, and had 
nothing to eat, as he had not met with any prey on his last roaming expedition. 
Being in this mood, he was led to compare his situation with that of other ani
mals whom he thought better off than himself; and he felt especially dissatisfied 
with his lot when he thought of the easy life of the fox, who was always success
ful in finding his food. “ 'Hie fox is cunning,” said the hear to himself, “ that is 
the secret of his success; 1 will do as he does, and doubtless I shall no longer 
wait; for once at least I will try it.” But this he soon found was not so easy a 
matter as it at first appeared to him ; he reflected a long while in order to con
trive a very cunning scheme, but he could not think of anything that entirely 
pleased him. At last he remembered the story of the wolf with the bone in his 
throat, and how he killed the charitable crane after extracting the bone. He 
thought he could do no better than place himself in the position of the suffering 
wolf, for he did not doubt but that some silly animal would charitably come to 
his help, and thus easily become his prey. He therefore selected one of the 
largest bones that were lying about his den, and forced it into his throat. This 
caused him some pain, it is true, but he hoped soon to be rewarded lor it. He 
launched into the forest, growling and moaning most piteously, and at the same 
time entreating all the animals that might hear him to relieve him of his suffer
ing; but no animal would come near him—they no sooner heard his voice, than 
they either instantly rushed into their hiding-places, or took to flight as fast as 
they could.

At last the bear got tired of his fruitless experiment, especially as the pain 
which the bone in his throat caused him, had become very sore. Therefore ha 
thought he would give up his plan, and pull out the bone himself. But here 
again he Viet with an unexpected difficulty ; his throat had swelled, and the bone 
was so fast lodged in it, that no efforts of his to pull it out availed. The bear 
was frantic with rage and pain, and rushed about the wood, until entirely worn 
out, he fell half dead to the ground. A man who passed that way discovered 
him in this condition, and found it an easy task to despatch him.

Remember this ye cunning ones of this world; craftiness is not the safest 
means of obtaining your selfish ends, especially if you are not foxes by birth.

---------  X.
JUDGE EDMONDS.

We hear that Judge Edmonds intends shortly to visit England, and that 
during his stay he will give several public lectures on the subject of Spiritual
ism.

Perhaps there is nothing better as an introduction of the subject to the scepti
cal mind than the celebrated letter of the J udge, describing the process as it 
went on in his own mind from unbelief to entire conviction—not easily nor by 
any means quickly, but hardly and by slow degrees his mind received the truth, 
ihe letter is a masterpiece of composition, taking us through the recesses of the 
mind, and shewing the writer as the type of honest enquiry.

The Judge is one of the most celebrated in the United States, and it was 
therefore no slight thing for him to bring down on himself the ridicule of his 
Country, and the loss of repute which in this poor state of the world so surely 
attaches to those who are convinced of unfashionable facts. Think of Lord 
chief Justice Campbell, or the Lord chief Baron Pollock favouring us with lec
tures in favour of Spiritualism, after mature study of the subject, and having open 
evenings in their drawing rooms twice a week for its discussion! Yet this 
would 1« only m parallel cm® to that of Judge Edmonds—to whose striking
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honesty and love of truth we wish to pay the highest tribute of our respect and 
esteem. He is indeed a JU D G E, for he has heard both sides before he Judged.

L ec tu r e . We are  glad to learn that Mr. Gilbert has d e te rm in ed  upon giv
ing Lectures “ On the Manifestations of the Spirit,—its nature and uses.” The 
first Lecture will be given at the Music Hail, Store St. Tottenham Court Road, 
London, about the middle of May next. Mr. G. is well known to our London 
friends, and his drawings, spiritually given, have already excited universal ad
miration ; some of them  will be employed as illustrations to the Lectures. Much 
in stru c tiv e  information therefore may he anticipated.

T he London Committee. Several additional subscriptions have been receiv
ed since our last in aid of the fund for establishing a free list for each issue of 
the Telegraph, and it is now posted to about 130 Newspapers and ninety indivi
duals whose names have been furnished to the Committee as likely to take an 
interest in the subject. After sending a few copies to each, it is intended to go 
on to other names, leaving those to whom it has been sent, to continue if they 
wish at their own expense.

Subscriptions may be sent to Mr. W. M. Wilkinson, of Hampstead, London, 
N. W., and the Committee request to be furnished with the names of any person* 
who may be usefully put upon the free list. The names to be sent to Mr. Dixon, 
25, Bedford Row. W. C.

Out-Door M eetin g s . We have been requested to state that it is the intention of 
Spiritualists to hold several Open Air Meetings during the Summer; also, the desire- 
ability of one being held at Shipley Glen, so as to afford an opportunity for the friend* 
in  Keighley, Bradford, Leeds and other places of meeting in one general assembly.

A merican  L it e r a t u r e . Our American correspondent (who has been ill for 
some time) has kindly consented to assist in removing the obstacles for a supply 
of American papers. The following will be sent to any address at the terms 
stated. Orders, together with subscription, received at the B , S. TeL office.

Spiritual Telegraph, (weekly) 12s per annum
Spiritual Age, Do. 12s “ “
Banner of Light • Do. 12s “  «
Spiritual Clarion Do. 8s “ “

Spiritual Paper or Tract to Reading or News Rooms, (Monthly) 2s. or private 
individuals 3s. Od per annum. Dr. Gardner is on his way to England. 
C onfessions of a T ruth S eek er  : 5s. Horsell, Paternoster Row, ' London. At last 
this work so long looked for, has now been published and we beg our readers to 
possess themselves of it. In our next we hope to give some extracts from it. At 
present we can only pronounce it the best work yet published in England on the 
subject.

The Vision o f  M idsummer Mornings' D ream ,—Fourth Edition, post 8vo. pp. 232, 
price, Five Shillings. London : John Wesley and Co., 54, Paternoster Row, E. 
C. Mr. S. Starr, the author of this work, has just issued a circular calling the at
tention of the public to the prophecies which it contains and which lie says have 
already been fulfilled. We have not seen the work itself, therefore we offer no 
opinion upon it,

J U S T  O U T , Price 5s. ( Second E dition )
ANIMAL MAGNETISM and SOMNAMBULISM.

By th e  Somnambule A do lph e  D id ie r .
To be had at the Authors, 16, Charlotte Street, Fitzroy Square, and all Booksellers.
“ Those who have a desire to become acquainted with this new science, as it is called, 

cannot do better than consult its pages.”—morning post. .
Every day from One till Four, Mr. Adolphe Didier gives his Mesmeric seances.

Printed at “The British Spiritual Telegrafa” Office, Keighley, York Aire


