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"kf." Bpoakers, but wo find none.among ‘them ‘who 1s

‘4 natare of Emerason, and none who has suoh bold and
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'.l'hey cnrrled him back from'the fatal glen, '
.3tgv e Tothe hill-gide green and fair,
i lAwoy. from the presence of maddened men,
. And allently latd him thore: ., . ... - =

'

1 :Fdeble and.faint came his faltering brentb,
+-»While, borne on the sultry air,”

‘The thunder of strife and the groan of denth
_"-,Commingled with his prayer, .

 As the life-tide cbbs from his noblo bredst,

.+ To his city homa,:and the desr one left, ...
¥ hen ho struck for a nation’slife. : .

NI
+: Oh, Mary I!”. ho murmurs, ¢* I’m bnok once mora
;... From the-field of woo and pafn; f ©
We shall part no more, for tho war is o'er, .
And pence hag dawned ngnln. LI

; "_‘(Jompanlone. list 1 tfis the fire-boll peals ©* - .- "
:0n tho sflent midnight oirl . -« o
et And I hear therattle of-engine wheels—.
T e, must join our, comrades there!'? ..

e E,Bnt the death-damp stands on hig: phllld ‘brow—
-, One fain gnd, fultering breath—. - o
One Qbrm oonvulees his hejng now,.. ..

And ho sleeps in the arms of, death.,.- ., ;

.ertlen for tho, Bennor o{ ngnt.‘
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" 'si{ Ralph! Waldo, Emerson i unqueetlonnbly an ongn-
" nal; thinker and'writer; -a ‘man of deep melgbt and
powerful utterance, in whose mind the drenmy
‘guperatition of Asia aud the praotical comwon sense
“of:.New England aré ‘strangely, yet harmontously
blended. He stands alone In this,country, and: like
the old philosophers whom he désoribes as * babe-
-“like_ Jupitets -sitting on their clouds, and prnttling
from age to- nge to each otber," ho hns 1o eotompo-

X ““}'y- ‘

27 Mrue it 1s -that America has ‘produced ! mnny ‘meh

+ of ‘geniug, talent, and learuing, both as wiitera and

i ln! ozonon s. rnmmrs, nsq.v o

: oo N
e

vapde up’ of the fine materials which belong to the

startling thoughts, or who hae clothed tbcm in such
rlob ‘and varied garments.
“«:For. the first time in Amerloan history, a man le
born, in his persvn, who dares to think for bimeelf
who puts under his foot all orecds and traditions,
and seeks the spirit at firat hand. He abandons the
~ beaten tracks of the old theology, its incomprehensi-
“ble'dogmas, and the absurd myateries of its faith;
having tried them long and carnestly for food and
- 1ite.and found them bones and death. They onn
".yield him peither nourishment, support, nor consola-
tion, nor ol ‘they satisfy his intellet, or the long-
ings of his soul. These tblnge, then he ling ‘done
witb forever.

. And " this nbnndonment of the old gronnd of
speoulnhon and‘belief; is ono of the.seorots wherehy
his writings are made so attractive and fascinating.

" There is, indeed, such freshness and charm about
then: that they read like a now rovelation, He is
‘froe, bold, and impulsive; -puts our language to
new uses, and muakes it speak with new eloquence.
There is, at times, n strange musio in'his seutences,

* which ‘allures nnd 'captivates the mind, and ‘his
. words ave often great and memorablo. A trug insp¥
"ration abides with him, and fills hifm' with the sacred
fire. * Ho wastes no breath ; does not stoop to the
- trioks of speech, nor pander to the prejudices or con-
viotions of men ; but ho" goes dircot to his mark,
gometimes with- an abruptness which is startling
enough. - And the reason is that ho has really much
"to communicate which concerns his fellows, which
vitally concerns them ; and he leaves, therefore, tho
‘ground of ‘o law of expediency, and speaks prophet-
like, from the high platform of the conscience and
_ the intellect. -

It is ensy enough to sec how much he. has strug:
gled, how brnvely he has fought, to gain the vantage-
ground whioh he ocoupies. He does not talk from
reminiscences and recollections of other men’s ex-
periences, but il he utters is unmistakable convic-
tion, and bears upon it the impress of the fiery or-
denl through: which he has passed. In some of his
earlier writings he is as earnest as Paul, and his in-
junctions flame like swords, aud plerce to tbe very
heart. Rely upon yourself, and believo in God—

rely upon - no man- or men—-bow holy Eoever tbey .

may be, or how venorablo their memoriea may have
become through the faith and reverence of the ngea
which have consccrated them. This is the baso of
his dootrine—the foundation upon which all his
teaching rests, - Like Maccell, ho teaches the  indi-
viduality of the:individual,” exhorts to purity, and
“oommands all men to obey the spirit and the moral
law,  And this obedience is to be implicit, without
questioning or faltering;. not rondered for «daily
faod,” or any selfish consideration, but beoause it is
- right, and in necordanco with that unchangenble in-
* togrity which upholds the universe.
* +¢ Brother, sweeter {8 the law,
" Thau all the grace love ever saw;
We are {ts snppliauts; by it we
raw the breath of éternity.
Serve. thou it not for daily rend-- .
- “Serve it for fear, and want, and nced..
Love it though it hide its light,
By love, behold the sun at night;
Though the law should thee forget,
More enamored, serve it yet, -
- Though it haté thce, enlfer long,
Pat the apliit in the wrong,’
That were a deed to sing in Eden,

o enrly part of his life he officiated an pnelor in’ one

++ Bo be writes to'a frlend in- 1847, Durlng the

of the Unltnrlnn Ohnpels in’ Boston buc he vrhe
by no means popular, although some’ of‘ the ‘highest
mén -of the oity. nttended his: mlnletrnllone. He
had, indeed, none of tbe"elemente of populu.rlty in
him.; His thonglits wera too' femote from thé range
‘of- ordinnry mlnde to make him' acceptable. to tbom ;
bat ‘those who understood his‘ ddotrine loved the
teacher. He had not warmth enough, howover, for

an orator, but was-cool and statuesque, His com-

peer, Channing, on tho other hand, was full of en-
thusiasm—gpoke to tho' popular héart and sympa-

" | thies, and had a large congregntxon.

The Unltnﬂnn fnn.b _which o .hjm was o vital
and all’ nbsorbmg, was to Emerson not of so much
moment nor did he eet it forth with any promi-

\i nence in his dieeourses. , "Ho dealt moro with morals

than with doctrines ; loved speoulntlon and brought

‘I down truths to earth from those raro regions which
‘{only the greatest spmts bave travorsed, Unitnrmn-

fsm could not confine & mlnd like his 3 he eoon 8awW

K that ln eplto of its professed liberality and rntlonnl-
o+ |ism, lt wag nenber liberal | nor rational ; tbne it
; oould tolerate no'thinker who' went beyond its ortbo-
' doxy, nnd in short, that there wns o rest for him

witbln ns bonndnrles. o RUETIRN
He does ot “appear to’ beve come. to this conclu-

"+ | sion auddenly, but by slow and grndunl convlotlona.

which be i3 prompt enough to nnnounce, however,
a8 8oon ag thoy have assumed a tnngxble form in his
mind. He first of all startles his congregation. by’
lnformmg them—-ln his own odol, ealm, unavsum-
ing manper—that he wxlldlnpeneo In future with the
.ugual ndmlnletrntxon of tho Baorument of the Lord’s
Supper, beoause it s a. purely Apontoho ceremeony,
and not binding. therefore, upon modern Christians,
Then he abandons prayer, and all forms of prayer;
and finally breaks loose from the Church, and be-
comes o High Priest of, Nature, in'hig own right,

‘The result was soon manifest in his writings, He
was' now “untramteled @ud free to, speak .the
thoughte which flooded his soul; nnd be was faith-
ful “to this freedom. Dverywbere, rn ‘his books, ho
exulte in it, and seems to swim in s divine atmo-
ephore. -And yet ho is not o complote mnn. nor do
his wrntlnge possess any epical unity. It is true
that certain 1denn run llke threads of fire t.brougb
them all, ‘giving to them a kind of conexstence but
it is not archzgcclural consistence ; all.Is frngmentnry
and lneomplete. Ho is tho spokesman of -many
thoughts, not the orgnnlzer ofa pblloﬂophy, nlthough

any system of : :philosophy whlob he could have
devised.. They contain, certainly, a etre,nge mixture
of thoughts and opinions, and he has gone to tho
remotest East, as well as to the sohools of Greece,
Rome, England, and Germnny, to ask of them
Goethe’s great question : “ What odn you teach us 2’
In the obnrnoter of his mind he is akin to the
most opposite men to Plato and Boorntes ‘to Plo-
tinus’ nnd Swedenborg, to Montaigne, nleo, and to
Franklin; and he is a8 thoroughly versed in the

the world. He is one of the giants who will not bo
the apirit to outweigh the responsibilitics of prnoti-
cal life, ‘He is a seor, who looks on all exdee of na-
ture and of human life, and announces whnt he sees.
He is not tied down to one 1deo,, however, magnifi-
cont_or holy, nor does he seek to make converts, or
stercotype men in creeds; or found an institution.
He is' too large for eeotnnnnism, and lives in the

heavens of faith.

him, oonzrolling'hie visions and imagination, and
giving on ‘ioy tlnge to -his warmest coloriogs—eo
that his rendere sometimes doubt when they. would
most belleve—aull .he is nevor. profaue, but trusts
the spirit with the faith or confessor. - If heognnot
reconcile contradictory truths, he knows that to the
Infinite mind all truth i3 one, and his" religious
trustfulness is nowhere moro apparent than in his
annunciation of such truths, for to trust whero we
cannot trace, is both piety and wiadom. It is this

arates him from the partialists, who only seo with
one eye, and are satisfied with such. vision, To
him every truth is polar, and has & positlve dnd
negative side. Thus, godd presupposes evil; virtue
vice; and both are necessary. There is no abso-
lutely pure thing in the world, and none absolutely
impure; for there is no perfeotion out of tho Su-
premo Being, and all the creatures he has made aro
liable to err. '

extremo, proposition of unbehef ;" and he might have
added: That pure virtuo oan exist is the extrome
proposition of fanaticism. Emerson, howevor, has
an lndestruotlble faith in goodness as the ultima-
tum of liumenlty, the gonl to whrob all the etrug-
gles deede and aims of .men ‘are’ tending. . ¢ The
éarrion in the sun will soon convert itself to gross

whether on gibbets, or in. brothels, is on his way to
all that is great'and good.” Buch is the strange,

viction of God’s, moral government of the world ;
and although it is liable to painful misconstruotion,

it is, neverthelesa. a profonnd saying. For what are
individual omnes and ndtional enormities to the all
‘| pereoiving eyo ‘that ‘measures tho .round of the

sphere, and judges humanity by and in its results.
Aro they not-the mére mountain peaks, tbe oxcres-

By waters of life to spirits heeding.” re

wo think his ¢ss0ys oro of ‘more eterllng worth than .

laws of prudence, and.the economy of housekeepmg,,
as in those subtle revelations which come from God:
to the soul, and constitute the epiritual wealth of,

" eloughtered with pins,” nor allow-the concerns of

wido latitudes of the intellect, under the stnrry‘

For although the fntollect is ever nppormost in .

bravery in “the cause of universal truth, which sep-

s That pure mnlxgnlly can exist,” ho says, ¢ is s tho'

and flowers; and - man, wherever thou seest him,

strong, and ultra way in which he puts his deep con-

ences, and Jogged irruptions whioh, when beheld at
8 point, of, vision sufficiently lofty, lose thelr angu-
" | larities, and censo to interfere with the curve of the

cirtle? To the pbxlosopble mind, thia isBuflicient
11y apparent, and the grand upward nnd onward .

mnrob of the human rnee, in eplto ol’ the obstruec-

wars and revolutlone, have opposed . to it; ip- the his-
torie proof of tho, proposition. S

Emprson, however, does- not, by any monne, 1ntend
to agaert, because human- mlsdeeds are overruled for
good. that therefore man is an irreponsible being ; on
the contrary, he, of .al modern teachers, has insisted
that man ¢s tesponsible ; that rewards and.punish- j-
ments—or, in .pther words, :compensation—swiftly
and inevitably suoceeds aotion of what kind sodver ;
that thero ls no cheating tho great-spirit:of.tha
Univerge, who . will . have. justice done::now, and
makes every day.a day of judgment. - Ilis ocssny on
“ Compensation ”” is & vindication -of this -dootrine
against tho fallncies of tradition and’ the falschood
of creeds, o agserts that there is noercaping out
of; the divine hands, inasmuch as the divine laws
have their roots .in the humau- soul, and excouto

the reward or punishment_ s nos put off till, after
death, but administered on. the instant—not' in, the
shapo; of a *orown of life,” or a « bed of unquenoh—
able fire,” .but in 4 decrease or an enlargement of.the
eplrﬁual being. And although this dootrine may not
be material enough to convince tbe common mind,
which cannot hplieve that justice is really done, unless
it gees the sword and the judge, is nevortheless "true,
For to suppose that; God will give materinl, com-
pensations .cither here - or herehfter, is to misap-
Jprehénd the nature of lns :government .in ; rolation’
to:the humnn soul wluoh is purel_y moral and spmt-
unl G S

' Dmereon was tbe ﬁret modern Ieoober who onlled
nttention to this subject, and. demonstrated the laws
by wlnoh the Nemesis of God maintains the balance.
of Juenoe ln the world. With him;, a8 we said, jus-
uce ig not tbeologlcnl but gpiritual ; not arbitrary,
but absolute, and must be dono. . Tho priest has no
power in this sphere 5. ennnot enterite precinots, nor
intorfere with ite judgments. - For what the Ortho-
dox priest holds to be -most ;immoral, viz, & \vnnt‘
of faith.in: ‘theologioal. dogma—in - the atonement,
for. xnetnnoe—-tbe resurreotion, miracles, or- the jm-
mortal life—Emerson will not admit to besuch. at
all, because they are meroly speculntivev qneetlone,
and cannot therefore be assigned ' as;oriminulitles
before tho tribunal of the Eternal. - This position,
which.is the sironghold of Protestantism—the only
ground, indeed, upon which Protestantism ean resy
29 an institution—is still lamentably misunderstood,
even by those who lay claim to the priesthood of the
dispensation, "It is truo that Roger Williams, with
an insight which was really remarkable, aud . lib-
erality which cannot be sufliciently admired, incorpa-
rated this principle of the right of private jadgment
—in all matters of conscienco—in the constitution
of Rhbodo lsland ; but out of that noble Republican
State, wo shall not find, even- in this day, any na-
uonn.l recognition of it. .Aund it is singular that a
Puritan of those old, stern, and -implacable days,
brought up in the straightest system . of ccclesinsti-
cal governmont, should have been the first man: to
build it into the masonry of a State, It required a
large, free intelleot,'n great heart, and & firm resolu-
tion, to accomplish this magnificent and sublime
faot, in tho fage of the terrible opposition which he
met with from the priesta and members of the As-
anciated Colonies. Bat it is a truth in itself, and an
inheront right of man. Hence its stability in Rhode
Island, and its adoption and annunciation by tbe
thinkers of these more modern times,
. Emerson insists upon-it as the first condition of
nntnl freedom, and the only ground of a- rational
and enduring faith., -He infers that Puritanism in
New England bas worn itself. out ; bas auswored its
| purpose, and must now give way to more enlighten-
ed views, and to & nobler ideal of life. A little band
of men who, if they did not adopt all his teachings,
had like nims and aspirations with him, also saw
this clearly enough ;-they saw likewise that Puri-
tanism stood in the pathway to a bettor revelution,
and was o hinderance to higher life and action.
Hence they resolved to commence & crusade against
it; not in any antagonistic form, but more by af-
firmations than protests. They - sought truth: with
the fervor of snints, and propagated it with the zeal
of apostles..  This revolution, however, in the minds
of these reformors was not effected altogether by the
foroe and oiroumstance of the time, nor was it en-
| tirely a reaction, springing from Puritan decay. For
8 long timo tho choicest spirits of Now England had
been ocoupied in the study of tho old Pagan wor-
thies—of the Eastern religious books—and of the
great German thinkers, German literature had. ta
ken deep root in New Eogland, and its best writers
were well known there, as Carlyle was, long before
| they were recognized in the mother country, And
this study, intense and earnest as it was, produced
a rioh fruitage of thought, and a desire for & wiser
and holier life than the students saw around them
in society ; and, as it always happens in periods of
mentgl revolution, the desire w.s acoompanied, in
more than one instance, by divine illuminat ons, and,
in most, by a heroic enthusiasm. ~

W. H. Channing, in his contribition to' the -Me.
moirs of Margaret Fuller, Informs -us that the sum-
mer of 1839 saw the fall down of the transcendent-
al movoment;in New ' England, of which “these ‘stu.
dents wero tho. criginators.: - They  subsequently

' compact, reoorda or officors,” the only « password
to membership being a hopeful and .1iberal apirit.”
Its chanco conventions were determiged. merely by
the deairo of the caller for & *talk,” or by the ar-
tival of somo guest from o distance with &° budget
of presumptivo novelties. Its eymposium was a pio-
aio, whereto each brought of his gaing, ns he felt
prompted ; a buiich of wild grapos from: the':wéods,
or bread-corn- from his threshing floor:: Tho tone of
tho.aasemblics was cordis] welcome for-every one’s

chants, married women and maidens, met there on a
| tions wbleb. private misdeeds, -aud pubho wrongs, |1 : ,
crated was intoleranco; though strict justice  might
add that .theso Jiluminati .were a8 unconscious of
their speojal cant, as smokors are of .the perfume of
their ‘woed, and that a professed deolaration of .uni-
vorsal independonoce turned out. in ﬂrnouce to be
rather oligarohic. . . .

-8tinotion ; for wealth, lands, and honors, A hxgber

.and beatitudes. Thoy pould become eternal through.

themselves with speedy and relentless justice; that|.

own problem 3 and in the meanwhile-we ' must be:

formed themselves into an assodlation without laws, |

ovel of courteous respect, The only guest not tol-

Be this as it may, however, all the members of tble
socioty of the * Likendinded "—g0 called by« outsid-,
ers,”’ na Mr. Chonning tells us, because notwo amongst
tbem were of the same opinion —were in earnest, They
would. etrugglo no.more for any. mere earthly de-

prize was within their reach ; the, spiritual world
was open to them, with all its  sublime. ;mmnmtiee_

love ; and walk as gods upon 3 godless and - profane
earth]

It was natural to expeot muob from eneb enthnel-
asm as tb.le,_bnse‘d a8 it appears to have been upon
s learned, as_well a8 o, moral culture; aud much
really sprong from it, for it gave to America a new
literature, and infused new life into the rising gen-
eration,, What it might have accomplished had it
agsumed an orgonm form, nnd have bound its mem-
bers together by a common faith, is quite another
question,  Perhaps it would have revolutionized the
whole of Amerioa, and established a new Catholi-
oism, under tho shadows of :whose altar men mlght
once more have sat in blessed peace.

For truly, & Catholia religion is not incompatible mlh
individuality of thought; for worship. of one kind .
or another;ig indispensable to the human sonl. -But
the hour is not yet ripo for such gn institution. Tn:
dividualism must first do-its. work, and resolve fts:

centont to live rlone—oach one of us units; jnstend
of a grand society ;. but the latter will come ! Ro-
manism foreshadowed it. ‘Romanism was necessary .
to bold the world together duriag the infanoy of the

swerablo .to it.. When; o gtands In the world, ho
sees himsolf its nativg -king, ‘Adivine pilgrim in
nature, all things -attend: -hjd :steps. . Over him
stream the flying constellations; over him. etrenms
time, 8. they searcely dlvnded into " montha and
Jears. . He inhales the year aga vapor; its frngﬂmt
mldeummer breath; ts; epnrkllng Jn.nuary keaven,
And go  pase into his mind, in bright transfigaration,
the grand events of lnstory. {0 tnke o neyy- order nnd
epoch from him.”.

Al this was no doubt new nnd etnrtlmg enongh
to his hearers, and tho man wbo could utter it wag
either mad- or inspired.

“ But,” he adds, * the goul 8o feollng lts rigbt, mnet
exeroise the sanie, or {t surrendors itself to tho usur-
pation of facts. Essential to our riches is tho un.
sleeping asscrtion of spiritual independence, as,all
the history of literature may, teach. - A false humil-
ity, a complaisance to relgning schools, of to the
wisdom of .antiquity, must not defraud me-of su-
preme.possession of this hour. If any person have
less love of liberty and less jealousy to guard his in-
tegrity, shall ho therofore diotate to you and me?
Bay.to such dootors: £ Wo are thankful to you as
we ara to hiatory, to the pyramids and the authors;
but now our day i come; wo have been born out. of
the eternal silence ; and now will we live—live for .
oursolyes—and not as the pall-bearers of a faneral,
but as the upholders and creators of our ago.’”
Such wero the “brave words by-which Emerson
- | hoped to quicken tho Dartmouth . scholars into new
life and new endeavors, For the scholastio teaphing
of America, like that of England, was painfully
slavish, and by confining the mind to old models of
thought and learning, jt crlppled the intelleof and
fettered the spirit. There was too muoh mechanism
about it~—~too .much, dry and unproductive lore;:so

| that onp might pass an entire acadomical course, and

be after &ll but an Enoyclopmdia of faots, or a lin~ -
guistlo,.or mathematidal mill. - Emerson’s aim was

1to put'a Soul into this inorganic rubbish, so that it

Enropenn mind. - Protestanism: is djesolving that’
immense. assoolation, now that jthe. dntellect of. Ea. -
rope is becoming mature;-and when it-igjmatur,
we shall have o now . revelntlon. whiph, -without  ig.

worthy of its homage. .
As a sign of. the times, 4 sign of decay nnd deatb
en!tbe one hand, and of wild, earnest longing after
tlis nobla, the true,’and the godlike, on the other—
Trangeendontalism, in Paritan, practical Now Eng.
land, is n remarkable pbenomenon and although
tho early enthusiasm which- accompanied its fin:
nouncemeat, and hailed its preeenoe, ls dylng nway,
the solid frurts survive, . :

Emerson must ‘be historieally regnrded ‘a8 tbe
father and , blgh priest of this .new .illumination
among us. He waa one of the # Likeminded ”” whom
Channing speaks of as composing .the little society
at Boston, in the year 1839 ; and' who, by his.ora-.
tions and essays, had nlreudy distinguished . himsolf
in the literary world. It was not as a literary man,
however, in the sonse of & bookmaker, and mqgnzlne
‘writer, that he was regnrded or upon which his
fame reeted but it was as a teacher who had a
messnge to deluver, and truths of high import to an-
nounce..
style was a great attraction, and secured him a hear-

ing in quarters where he would otherwiso have boen,
exoluded ; but his manner of delivery, was ruinous

to his success as an orator. It was stiff, cold, and.
unimpassioned, even when the grandeur - of the

thought oarricd his audience away, and might have
forced an iceberg to'speak with the tongue of an
angel. Stlll he was listened to with that respect
which genius, sincerity and virtue always command.
Ho lectured at various literary institutions, and ap.

pealed to the young nnd ardent, as well as to gchol-
ars. His lectures wero a new thing-in Israel ; no-.
body had ever heard such discourses before; so full
of thought, power, wisdom, truth, and intellectual
daring. Inspeaking before the literary socicty of
Dartmouth, he said: -

reasonable expectation of mankind, " Men looked,
when all feudal straps and bandages were snapped

should reimburse herself by a brood of Titans, who
should laugh snd leap in the cdntinent, and ran up
the mountains of the west on errands of gonivg and
of love.  But the mark of Ameriozn merit in paint-
ing, in soulpture, in postry, in fictlon, in oloquence,
seoms to be & certain grace without grandeur, and
itself not now, but derivative; a vase of fair out-
line, but empty, wbicb whoso sees may fill with what
wit and character is in him, but wluoh does nat,
like the charged cloud, overflow with terriblo beauty,
and emit lightnings on all beholders; & muse which
doos not Iny the grasp of despotic genius on us, and
ehnm an age to its thonght and motion.”

mind at that period in its art and literature, and he
put the goholars of Dartmouth, in thia leotare, which
i printed in his works, upon their metal. He wonld
raise them to machood gnd self-relianco; and teach
them to look within for the help. Which sbonld move
the world afresh, - It is to scholars espeoxo.lly that
ho speaks in this lecture, and he shows them their
true vocation, nnd tho vast resources whleb are at
their command,

«'The resources of the scholar ‘are,” he enys, win
proportion to his confidence in- the attributes of the

with an equal greatoess of mind, He cannot know
them until ho has beheld with awe the inﬁnltude

it is not his, nor any man’s, but that jt is the great.
Soul which made the world, and that.it is all agoes-
gible to him, heo mll then ses that he, ag its minister,

peculiarity ; and eoholars, farmors, meebnnicn, mers

may nghtfnlly hold all things snbordmnte, and an-’

noring the intellect, shall furnish,us wibh ) relxgmn L

‘.\4 e

No doubt tho richness and .wealth of his..

«This country has not fulﬂlled what neemed the.

asunder, that nature, too long the mather of dwarfs, -

‘' Emerson saw how imitativo was the, Awmericans

intellect. They nro co-oxtensive “with ‘natuare and
trath, yet can never be his, unless olaimed by him’

and -impersonality of the mtel_leetnnl power: nnd_
‘worshiped that great light. - When ko has peen that °

rn‘ig'btb_bo used a8 materiala for a man, and ot for a

bler empire ; to convince the acholar that’ hisso- -
qulroments wero for spiritual as well as seoular uso }
and for the former most of ail. Everywhere he ap-'
pears as an allernato iconoolast nnd renovator. Ho
bredks the old idols, and shows how now ones cari'be
me.do. Not -by handioraft and joinery, but by.the
plastic agenay of - groat- idens. He is for tho dovel-

| opment of the Spiritual nature—as such—as it.is in

wman—not ag the priests. bave hitherto moulded it,

“land, called by the name of dovelopment.  There hud

been quite enough of that ; enough of base sucoumb.
ing to dogmas and mysteries, which woro frauds and

quackeries, Now he was for trying what the virgin

s0il of man, would. prodnce from its own mberent
vxtallty. . :

Let the soholar reapeot himself, stand by himeelf
and accomplish his own. work. The universo ia as
fresh to- ~day a8 it was when God first oreated it, It
has the samo wisdom to impart a3 it had in the dim
times lying far back in history, when Eastern men
received it, and stamped its impress upon the world,

for so many hundred yoars. Inmspiration is not past;-
now Bibles have to ba written ; new revelations to
como; now civilizations to be built,up; and art and
science are yet to be explored in their desper re-
treats, The world i s full of hope; the universe still
a Sphynx, her riddles unresolved. We know littlo ;
not tho meaningeven of the .simplest weed. Tbe
Uuiverse waits for an interproter. Why not, then,
young scholars of Dirtmouth, try to bocomq such 2
All the learning and inatitutions of the world fall
loose, and unhinge themselves beforo the mind of
Ewerson. Nothing is saored in his eycs save the
human soul.

struction, as o thing for guidance, not in its pathy:
however, but.in our own. * We are born out ol’vzbe
Eternnl leence, and our turn is now come.” ;

He makes a8 light of the old dlvinxty as ho does of
the old echolarship, and has many things to say to .
the drones. In 1838 he is called upon to deliver an
address before the « Senior Class in Divinity Colloge,
Cambridge,” and he exeoutes the commission with a
strango, wonderful and beautiful daring,
men may refuse to Jepeak from the soul to his fol-
lows—may shuffle the reeponsrbllmas of eonvre‘.non—
and pnnder to the dead idolatries if they plenee but -
not 8o Dmerson. Lifo is short, nng lies are to decply:

“| pooted in tho world for him, at least, to wasto time-

in their eradication. He will speak the trutb—and
let it do its own work -against lies.

sible before them. He begins. by speaking of the
beauty of external neturo—" the air full of birds, "

and sweot with the'breath of.tho plne, the balm of
Gilead, and the new hay; _nlght bringing no gloom.,

to the heart With its welcome shade, and the, stars:
pouring down their almost epmtunl rays, man, un..
dor'them, 8 y0nng ohild, and ‘this  huge glebe a toy,”"*
A noble and beautiful world, the perfection of which.
he is constrained to respect, “How wide! bow rich !,

What invitation rrom avery property it nges to evory

with it through the medium of’ the sonses; but the.
moment the mind oponn and revenls the lnwe which.
traverse the Unlveree, and moke tblngs what' they.. |
are, then tho grent world shrinks nt onco into a.
mere illustmuon, or fable o! the mlnd Then. coine’

Sphynx, never to.bo ‘dnawered ; nltbongb it is through:
the intellect that & knowledge of natare and ths."
powera and uace thereof can alone come. Bat there
is gomathing higher than this—a deepor and. pro~

portnla ‘of her divinest beatty.
‘A ‘morg seoret, sweet, nnd overmwermg beanty
appears fo mlm when' bis beart and nind- ogon to the~

showman, Ho wiehed to give to scholarshipdmo. =™

The past is good for the past; good to ug ag in- :

Other =

. And now tbe  young students are all a.esembled to

hear him; and thero Ae stauda upright and impas-..

faculty ofman!: " Bo it seoms to-us as Wwo 'conversg:

the quostions, * What am'I2 and what really is P> ©
~—questions ' which the intellect is ever pntting to. the o

.

founder faculty, whoso awakening opons tomen tbe '_ BT

























