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The Purposc of Lifc:

Or the Phenomena and Philosophy of Modern
Spiritualism Reviewed and Explained

BY C. G. OYSTON.

“But words are things; and a small drop of Ink,
Falling 1lke dew, ujon a thought, produces
Tm which makes thousands, perhaps millfons think,"
; : —Byrone
4 Ml nature coucentrated Nature is Deity diffuged.”
i . —Mr, De Main's Guide,

‘ - INTRODUCTION.

To the nniniriated into the profound and nomprehenslva
philosophy of Modern Spiritnalism, it becomesa problem

diffioult of elucidation where to find :a work broad

enongh, deep enough, clear enough, detailed in sim
plicity, devoid of technicalities, yet sufficiently luocid
and far-reaching as to émbrace the general teachings
of this wonderiul modern revelation, Not but that
many excellent works have been written dealing with
the subject intelligently and thoughtfully, but it seems
evident that arendering of this theme exactly adaptable to
the investizating mind has not yet issued from the press.
“The author of the present work has frequently been in-
terrogated by-inquiring minds as to where a standard work
on Spiritualism could be obtained—a book suitable for
perusal by those who have little leisure time at their dis-
posal, but wto desire to grasp the philosophy without
reading through reams of verbose disquisitions and senti.
mental rhapsodies on spiritual ethics.

To gratify this very reasonable desire is the motive actu-
ating the wiiter of the following pages, who has no other
purpose to serve than to do good for its own sake, and
without hope of material reward. Ten years of intimate
association with an excellent inepirational spiritual me-
dinm render him & suitable vehicle for the transmission of
gpiritual ideas. With a mind free and unbiased, eager to
accepb truth, no matter from what source it might come,
this amanuensis sat at the ieet of the spiritual Gamaliel,
questioning and cross-questioning—adorning his mind with
those intellectual blessings which he now wishes to be-
queath to mankind. With that same liberality of thought,
that recognition of no authority, human or divine—with a
sincere sense of spiritual duty, he approaches the reader
in & spirit of humility, desiring to reason with him on the
tremendously important issues which hang upon these
serious deliberations.

He is neither biased not prejudiced against orthodox
Christianity, Materialistic science presents its weak-
nesses and negatory assumptions to his untrammelled in-
tellect, and he despises all forms of spirit worship which
intercept the pure light from the spirit-realm. According
to his lights, mental and spiritual, he presumes to philoso-
phize, presenting his honest thoughts to henest thinkers,
only requesting that his sincerity and purity of motive be
not impugned. C. G. OYSTON.

CHAPTER L

Facts and Evidences of Spirit-Communion Between
the Material and the Spiritual
States of Existence,

Yet i, as holiest men have deemed, there be
A land of souls beyond that sable shore,
To shame the doctrine of the Sadduces
Or sophists, madly vain of dubious lore,
How sweet it were in concert to adore
With those who made our mortal labors light!
To hear each voice we feared to hear no more!
Behold eachi mighty shade revealed to sight,
The Bactrian, Samian sage, and all who taught the right!
— Byron.

In order to establish a scientific basis for my deductions

it will be necessary to prove by ob]ectxve phenomenathat

man survives the change called death, and can manifest
the fact of a perpetuity of existence and a possibility of
displaying the same characteristics as distinguished him
while in the physical form. This fact being abundantly
verified in the experience of every philosophical Spiritual-
ist, it will be superfluous to enumerate other evidences
apart from my own individual observation, so I will con-
fine myself exclusively t2 my personal experiences, which
will certainly furnish ample evidence of man’s continued
existence beyond this present life. In tho early stages of
my investization there was a complste pentecostal shower
of spiritual manifes;ations, and I am deeply grateful that
I was a fortunate participator. At that time the spirit-
world seemed determined to flood the earth with unmis-
takable assurance of their existence, and the power to
demonstrate their presemce to mortals on the physical
plane. Where once the few only had been favored with a
look behind the veil, now all honest inquirers could bask
in the sunshine of spiritual knowledge, and realize the
glorious consolation that life is continuous in a higher

sphere of existence. Shortly after my initiation to the

spiritual Movement, I obtained admissivn to a téance
held at the house of Mr. Robert Fawcitt of Bishop Auck-
land, County Durham, England. This circle had acquired
considerable notoriety for the extraordinary nature of the
physical manifestations that were repeatedly produced.
On the evening of Jan. 16, 1873, accompanied by & friend,
I presented myseif at Mr. Fawcitt's. We repaired to a
oertain room by request until the sitters should assemble.
Meanwhile the members of the circle having become seated
in the séance room, we procesded there also. When I
stood upon the threshold of the room appointed for the
sitting, I observed a number of people of both sexes seated
round a heavy dining table, six feet long by four broad. I
was informed that this table had just been lifted bodily
from the floor, without hand or foot touching it. When I
appeared the spirits were requested to 1ift the table in the
same manner, as evidence for me, which was accordingly
done. This occurred in broad daylight. A little conversa-

. tion then ensued, the topic being punctuality. One of the

sitters observed that he believed in punctuality. The
table was then lif ted, and three distinct raps were given,
signifying “yes.”” I frequently virited this circle and wit.
nessed many astounding manifestations of invisible spirit
presenoe, such as brilliant apirit lights, the levitation of
ponderous objects without mortal contact, and solld sub-
stances were ocoasionally brought through elosed doors.

Atous this time | received au uvitation to form oﬁd’o’t.a
company which was to be favored with a séance given by
Mr. and Mre, Ctomas Everett of Loadon, Tals worthy

there could be noulterior sinister motive in view to impose
upon the paople assembled. The circle was held at the
house of Mr. Everett’s brother, in Bishop Auckland. There
Iinhaled the most delicious perfume from flowers pro-
duced by the spirits, although flowers had no objective ex-
istence in the room during the séance. I also heard on this
ocoasion for the first time the direct spirit voice. The
spirit “ John Watt” answered questions propounded by
the sitters in this partioular way.

On the first of September, 1875, I left my village home to

of the 30th of November I was admitted  to.a circle com.
posed of seventeen sitters, who with clasped hands de-
scribed a circle round two young lady mediums, named re-
speotively Miss Wood and Miss Fairlamb. The two medi-

of lmpositlon. After the singing of a hymn a tambourine
was beaten round the oircle by invisible power, A concer-
tina, which I had previously observed lying about three
feet from me, was placed ightly upon my knees. A gentle-
man, who preferred to sit without taking off his hat, had
my left hand in his grasp, while another sitter- held his
left, He requested the spirits to take off his hat, and
place it upon his head again. This was done according to
his desire, under existing test conditions. The manifeat- |
ing spirit then spoke in the direct voice. This concluded
the séance. On the Tth day of December I again went to
witness the produotion of the wonderful phernomena usu-
ally obtaiaed abt this circle. Miss Fairlamb was ths medi
um. She was, as on a former cccasion, bound into a chair
outside the cabinet, The sitters numbered seventeen, who
again surrounded the medium with clasped hands. The
manager of the séance drew aside the curtains, and ex-
posed the contents of the cabinet (that I had carefully ex-
amined before the s€ance commenced) which consisted of
two paper tubes, two tambouiines, two chairs and a con-
certina. The light was then subdued, when, after singing
a hymn, a form clad in white appeared by the side of the
medium, and endeavored to walk up to one of the sitters,
but could not succesd. This was an excellent test, for I
could plainly distinguish the two individuals at the same
time, The medium’s movements I watched very intently,
and she never moved from her chair, nor did she change
her position in the slightest degree, while this materialized
being left her side, and walked across the room. The form
appeared to be about three feet high. The height of the
mediam was upward of five feet, There was sutficient
light to distinguish the movements of the sitters.
spiritual visitor remained with us about five minutes, and
then returned to the side of the medium. Eventually the
form withdrew inside the cabinet, and disappeared, The
light was then lowered, and the whole of the contents of
the cabinet previously mentioned wera thrast outsideiato
the centre of the circle.

On Thursday, the 16th day of December of the same
year, my brother John (who first introduced me to Spirit-
ualism) passed away, and I was obliged to return to my
village home. Some months elapsed after my brother’s
transition to the higlier life, and I began to feel surprised
and disappointed that he should not offer me some satisfac-
tory proof of his continued existence. At last I resolvel
to consult the clairvoyant mediumship of a Mr. Thos.
Brown, our original fellow investigator, and the result was
a valuable realization of my most sanguine anticipations.
In order to make the test complete I went unto him unan-
nounced. e commenced by giving a brief but truthful
gketch of my life. He then said there was a relative pres-
ent in spirit named Elizabeth, who haid passed away about
sixteen years before; also a spirit of the same name as my-
self, who had disd of some affection of the heart. I was
not aware of this at. the time, but I subsequently ascer-
tained from my mother that it was correct. The Elizabeth
referred £¢'was a niece, who would have been exactly six-
teexfy&;rs of age. My brother John then announced his
presence, and reminded me of a certain business specula-
tion proposed to me by him, to whichT hiad taken objection.
The transaction was confined to my own knowledge, but it
had escaped my memory until thus reminded of it. It cer-
‘tainly was not in my mind when I visited the medium. We
had carefully refrained from naming it to other membexs
of the family.

He next described a dark séance, at which John and I
were present, when we were all considerably alarmed by the
table being suddenly lifted and banged down on the floor
with great violence. I asked him if he could remember a
question put to him on the Suunday before he passed over,
and what was his reply? He said the question was, *'What
do you think about » woman preaching?’’ that the woman
referred to was a Mrs, Thompson, and hé expressed his
opinion that *‘ the woman would be better at home minding
her children.” This answer was correct in every particu-
lar. Sunday was the last day I saw him alive. I had come
over from Newcastle to visit him, and while in conversa-
tion with him, a young man, our neighbor, turned to him
and exclaimed, ** Whatdo you think about a woman preach-
ing, John?” Thereply was, *She would be better at home
minding her children.” ‘These evidences of identity were
both surprising and satisfactory to me.

At this time [ had becoms introduced to the inspirational
medium, Mr. Simon De Main, to whom [ am indebted for
the major portion of my knowledge on spiritual things.
The trance-addresses delivered by him were received under
circumstances which afford uncontrovertible testimony to
the fact of the operation of an intelligence superior to both
sitters and medium. Mr. De Main was an uneducated coal:
miner, who was totally incapable of expressing such
thoughts while in his normal condition. Possessing no
more education than enabled him to gravitate to the read-
ing-made-easy, before he was nine years of age he com.
menced work in the lead mines, Swaledale, Yorkshire.
From that time till his development as a trance speaker he
had followed underground employment, and had therefore
been denied facilities that would render it possible for him
to display extraordinary intellectual power. 'The subjeots
selected for discourse were prepared by myself, and care-
fully concealed from the medium; it was not until the con-
trolling intelligence announced his desire to submit to a
subject selected by the circle (shich should form a basis
for his remarks) that the nature of each query was made
known, when immediately, without previous preparation,
the most abstruse theme would be philosophically treated.
The subjec:s were the most profound my mind could pos-
sibly conceive. Frequently has it .occurred that previous
to the opening of our weekly mestingson the Sunday even-

ing, an animated disoussion bas arisen between Mr. De
Miin and myself, when the medium would strenuously

couple having retired from business with an independency,; |

reside in the city of Newcastle. On the Tuesday evening

ums were bound into arm chairs to prectude the possibility.

Ting |

maintain & poshion buc both our assumptlons would re-
dqlve mphatic and direot contradiotion when he had
,paased/,nnder ¢ontrol. A

Mesnwhﬂe. oné of the members of M¢: D ’-Main's clrole,
d’*minpr named Robert Brunskill, began to display ex
traor;linary powér as & medium for physical manifesta.
tions... On Sunday evening, May 6, 1877, a most suocessful
séanca for materialization was tield at High Grange. The
olrols was composed of working people; no charge was
made for ‘admission, 8o there could beno inducement to
impose. Considerable time elapsed before sufficient power
cotld be collected to enable the form .to walk out into the
oirole from the cabinet, which had been improvised for the
time being by placing a ourtain across one corner of the
ropm. Eventually “ Katie,” one of Mr. Brunskill’s attend-
ant spirit friends, appeared at the ourtains of the cabinet.
She cautiously advanced up to a little round table, which
stood in thie.centre of the circle, upon which were placed
ahambounne, a bell and & paper tube. She manipulated
all the articles in turn, beat the tambourine, rang the bell,
and passed round and touched all the sitters with the tube.
Stig then' retired into the cabinet, took control of her
medinm, and informed us that Mr. De Main’s spiritual
abtandant would endeavor: tv materialize. Accordingly,
after sinzing a hymn, we were gratified by perceiving our
esteemed friend and instructor appear before us. He ad-
vanced to the table, tcok up the tube, and placing it to my
ear, in the audible voice spoke into the tube, and said,
“Cau you choose:a subject?”” This was his usual request
Tnade to me previous to the delivery of a discourse at our
own cirole. He also turned to Mr. De Main, and addressed
to him the same words. Returning to the table he took
therefrom a pair of socissors, clipped a portion from hig
whiskers, placed it in the tambourine, and handed it to
me. Some time after this Mr, Brunskill clipped a portion
from his whiskers, The substance cut from the form was
very dark. The medium’s whiskers were light brown.
This same ¢pirit alsotook a pencil and committed his auto-
graph toa piece of paper on the table. After having clapped
his hands, beat his head with the tube, to show that he was
perfectly materialized, with a graceful bow he retired into
the cabinet, a%i the meeting closed.

About the latter part of the year 1879, elaborate reports
appearad in/the Medium and Daybreak (a paper published
in Lordon :n the interest of Spriitualism) of astounding
manifestatious of materialization through the mediumship
of Madame Esperance, Gateshead. The followingis a very
brief S\immmy of the nnmfest’ttlons produced through her
instrumentality on Sunday morning, Jan, 23, 1880. I guote
from my report, published in the Auckland Times and
Hera{j the following week.

“The sitters, numbering about twenty, described a half
circle in front of the cabinet, which was constructed upon
such principles as to preclude the possibility of deception
or imposition. The cabinet was about seven feet long,
and was divided into three separate compartments. To
prevent communication with each distinet portion, a par-
tition of muslin was attached to the front supporting
poles, from which were suspended red cuitains, so that,
were the medium disposed to simulate phenomena, there
could be no means of conveyance from one compartment
to another without breaking the partition of muslin, The
medium, Madame Esperance, clothed in dark garments,
entered the cabinet compartment at the extreme end. The
meeting was opened by the usual devotional exercises, after
which the figure of a French lady appeared, clad in white
robes, in the compartment adjoining that in which the me-
dium was seated. The form made repeated efforts to ren-
der herseli visible in ag powerful a light as possible. This
spirit was interrozated in French by a gentleman present,
who raised or lowered the light according to her intima
tions. Atone time the form was in full view of all the
gitters, while the light was so strong as to enable me to
read shorthand characters in a notebook. In her endeavor
to produce satisfaction the form emerged from each com-
partment. Her height appeared to be at Jeast four inches
taller than the medium’s, and certainly to any reasonable
mind there was ample evidence to testify to the genuine
nature of this marvelous manifestation of the fact of
human immortality.”

1 extract the following remarks from my report of
another séance at the same room, published in the Medium
and Daybreak on February 13,1880: ** Being requested to
materialize in front of the curtains of the cabinet, the
form withdrew and made preparations accordingly. A
short time elapsed before there was a resumption of the
manifestations, but at lenzth we observed the most remark.
able phenomenon it has ever been my lot to witness.
Gradually a system of development proceeded in full view
of all the sitters. At first a piece of animated material
similar in appearance and sizs to a white pocket handker-
chief was noticed to increase in bulk until it had assumed
the full stature of a perfectly developed stately lady. This
form not only assumed human proportions, but it also
manifested intelligence in replying to questions pro-
pounded by the sitters. During the process of develop-
ment never once did the curtains intervene between the
form and the circle. Marvelous though it mayappear, I
am prepared {o make an affidavit that the medium (Mrs,
Esperance) conversed with the sitters while the material
ized form was visible in the next compartment. Another
very interesting and remarkable feature was displayed. A
ohild form walked out, materialized, to a chair in thke
centre of the circle, on which was deposited a quantity of
children’s toys. She proceeded to amuse herself with two
little boys belonging to a gentleman present, Subsequently
these boys were requested to enter the cabinet compart-
ment, alternately, in order to ascertain if any objective
testimony could be obtained of the existence of an intelli-
gence apart from the medium. Mrs. Esperance took
hold of the boys’ fingers (which were inserted through
the iuterstices of muslin), and immediately he declared
that ‘Ninia,’ the child spirit, was talking to him, pulling
his ear, and patting his face. The second boy who entered
the compartment, in turn, testified to the genuineness of
the statements of his brother.”

The last séance that I attended previous to the removal
of Mrs. Esperance to Sweden, was even more marvelous
than any of its predecessors. Through the kindness of the
medium I was placed in the most privileged position in the
circle. My chair was placed within arm’s length of the
end of the cabinet, close to the compartment in which the
medium was seated. From my advantageous position I
could most certainly have seen the medium pass from the
cabinet to the centre of the circle, as, by rising from my
geat, 1 could have placed my hand upon her shoulder.
After the usual opening preliminaries, my attention was
attracted to a manifestation proceeding immediately on
my right, in the corner of the room. A substance, similar

to & white cloud, began to acoumulate by wmy side, aud

eventially this substanoe begame personified, and dis~
played human intelligence. At last there appesred ﬁne
olear, bold oatliaes of & famyle fiaure abrut the average
size. She extended her hana Awards me, but, not wishing
to break condltions by a 0| !{"inltate action on my pars,
I did not clasp the hand oifved me, but I presented my
right hand for the form to grasp, if so disposed. She Im.
mediately clasped my hand, and I felt a distinct cold pres.
sure from the manifesting spirit., She stroked my head
and face, and pulled my hair. She alto withdrew through
the end of the cabinet, disappearing gradually from me.
We then had a repetition of the amazing manifestation of
materialization outside the cabinet, Eventually, as on
former occasions, & portion of white material about the
size of a man's hand appeared upon the floor. Gradually
this substance began to expand and develop, until the per-
fect human form was displayed. When the matorial had
become properly appropriated by the spirit, the material-
ized being walked round the room to various sitters, teok
up a stick from a corner of the room, and replied to ques-
tions by beating three raps for ‘‘yes,” and one for “no.”
She then returned to the centre of the circle, and forth-
with dematerialized beforé our eyes. This could by no
possible means have been the work of the medium, for,
from the moment the form began to build its body from
the smallest appreciable substance to the time when the
borrowed material elements were dissipated, when not'a
vestige of the form was to be seen, no direct connection
was established between the medium and the materialized
form, the medium being seated inside the cabinet compart-
ment while the manifestation was being produced. Mrs,
Esperance emerged from the same compartment, she had
entered, and the meeting closed.

But the most conclusive and demonstrative evidence to
me individually was the peculiar and unique experience
which I had during the process of materialization. Ifelt
certain sensations to which hitherto I had been an entire
stranger, except under exactly analogous conditions.
While the form was attaching to itself the requisite pbys-
ical body, I distinctly became apprised of a powerful
invisible influence gRerating upon my organism and draw-
ing from my physi%?\(mme the ethereal emanations neces-
sary for the purpbse in view. Sometimes I was almost
dragged from my seat until the form became perfectly
clothed, when immediately the sensations ceased.

My first experience of independent slate-writing was
after I liad emizrated to America. On the 18th of Auzust,
1887, I joined an excursion party to visit Cassadaga Camp-
Meeting. Next day at noon I called upon Chas. Watkins,
who was renting a cottaze on the grounds. We were
strangers to each other. Aboul one o'clock [ entered the
cottage, and, as requestad, prepared to write a number of
questions on separate slips of paper., The medium told me
to write & question on each paper, and place the name of
each spirit expected to reply at the close of the question.
In the meantime the medium went outside to converse with
some friends, I wrote one question, addressed to my spirit
sister, Margaret Gibbon., I then rolled the paper intoa
pellet. Mr. Watkins returned to the cottage, and placing
the pellet to his forehead, said, *“ I get the name of M. G.—
Margaret Gillon or Gibbon,”” The medium was impressed
that she did not want to answer the question, I insisted,
and urged ananswer. Watkins took two slates, cleaned
them as he sat at the table, and put a crumb of pencil be-
tween the slates. I held oune side with both hands while
he held the other with one hand, in broad daylight, above
the table. I distinctly heard and felt the pencil writing.
When the slates were opened there was a written commu-
nication signed by my sister in spirit-life.

On the 22d of November, of the same year, Chas. Wat-
kins visited the Forest City House, Cleveland, O., and I re-
solved to consult him once more. I addressed five differ-
ent questions to five different spirits, and rolled the papers
into pellets. The medium answered sach query by impres-
sion, after the pellets had been shufiled aboutand mixed
up. Two singular circumstances cccurred at this séance.
I bad inadvertently rolled up two questions in one pellet.
The spirits by impressing the medium said I had done so,
and until they were separated they could not reply. I
obeyed, and found the confusion as they had said, and the
answer came forthwith, The communication given by in-
dedendent slate-writing was signed by my father Joseph,
instead of my brother Joseph, as I originally desired.

What to my mind is more marvelous and philosophically
suggestive than anything I have previously recorded in
this statement of personal experience I wish to present to
the reader of this volume. My wife left a lady friend in
England to whom she was devotedly attached. There is a
sympathetic bond uniting them soul to soul which is ex-
ceptional and remarkable. One morning my wife informed
me that she had had a singular vision in the night. She
thought she had visited her lady friend, although upwards
of three thousand miles away, that this lady friend threw
her arms round my wife’s neck and begged of her to bring
her here to this country. My wife pushed her gently back
upon the bed, and said, *' I cannot take you now; indeed I
cannot.”

The next letter 1ecelved from this lady friend addressed
to my wife contained these words: ‘‘You came to me the
other night, and you looked so beautiful. I begged of you
to take me with you, but yousaid, ‘ Not yet; 1 cannot take
you now.’” Nocollusion was possible, as the letter describe
ing the interview was received from England before my
wife had related the circumstanee to any human being ex-
cept myself. She has repeatedly manifested in this way to
her English friends.

[To be continued.]
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£35= The BANNER oF LigHT is trying to shake the saw-
dust out of the old statistical doll which gave millions of ad-
herents to Spiritualism in America. The honest BANNER
knocks down the comfputation in a remorseless manner.
But we have always felt that these statistics, computations
and guesses are all' of very little value. To begin with,
the definition of “a Spiritualist’’ starts & preliminary diffi-
oulty. If by *aSpiritualist” we only mean one who be-
lieves in the nearness of a spirit-world, and tke fossibility
of spirit influence and soms kind of communion, we might
soon get into millions. If, however, ‘‘a Spiritualist” means
a member of a Society of Spiritualists, or an attender at
Spiritualist meetings, or a regular inquirer and experi-
menter at séances, the figures would crumble down at a
great rate.
” But, after all, what does it matter? Few or many, our
knowledge, our hope and our duty are just the same, If
we are many, so much the better for the many: If we are
few, and make our mark upon the world, so much’the-
greater honorl for the few.—Light, (London, Eng.)
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Fotnly for 1 Bannbe it LAY,

* Lycéums and Sunday Schools
Amonz ‘vsbmt:ualists ---What We Need to Make
Lo " Them More Efficient.

BY THE GUIDES OF MRS, CORA L. V, RICHMOND,

Twenty-five, thirty and thirty-five years ago there were
thriving Lyceums all over this country; when Andrew
Jaokson and Mary F. Davla traveled the iength and breadth
of the lsnd torming the Lyceums and giving instructions
in the metbod of conducting them.

Mr. Davie’s system was & complete plan of education in-
tended for every day in the week, but it was thought ad-
visable to ifitroduce it first on Sundays to sup:rsede the
old.time Sabbath sohool and bring the children of Spirit
uallats into barmony with the new light that the parents
had received. . .

This was before Frocbel's system of the Kindergarten had
taken root in 1his country, betore the introduction of calis-
thenics and other improved methods of teaching in the
public schools. Largely Mr. Davis's plan, or somewhat of
ita splrit, has pervaded the publis schools, and even the
Sunday Schools of the different churches.

The decadence in the Sunday Lyceum ig, in our opinion,
due to two essential causes:

18t..The lack of fundamental religious (spiritual) train-
ing in the philosophy and teaching of Spiritualism; thus
leaving the children of Spiritualiststofind their affiliations
elsewhere, , ‘

2d. Toe great a preponderance of the physical and dra-
matic elements in the Lyceums, instead of empbasizing and
making more clear and comprehensive to the child-mind
the beautifu! underlying truths of our philosophy.

Concerning the first proj osition too much cannot be said
or written: The average Spiritualist, baving outgrown the
creeds and dogmas of the past, and remembering with a
feeling akin to horror the former forced attendance at Sab-
bath schooi and churoh service, says, **Oi! I don 't believe
in inflaezcing the cpinions of my children; when they are
old enough they will think for themselves.”

_ This would be all very well if some one else did not influ-
ence their opinions. Their school companions, their play-
mates, all have Sunday school belonpings, and the time
soon ¢)mes when, one after another, the children of Spirit-
ualists drop away from the meetingsand lyceums, and at-

- tend the chuich Sunday school. And this brings us to our
second propositi: n.

Almost all ehildren are naturally Spiritualists; from intu-
ition alone they accept Spiritualism, and a little more pains
in the teachin ; of its truthsin the Lyceumsor Sunday schools
‘of Spiritualist societies will keep themin our ranks. Almost
every child is naturally reverentiai and loving; and a teach-
ing of love and of reverence for the highest good, instead

of a religion of fear i3 most acceptable. The religious ele- |

ment oannot be ignored. If it is not fed and fostered In the
right way it will still seek a chanvel of expression. Of course
we do not mean theological dogma. There is as much dif-
ferencs between religion and dogma asthere is between
sunshine and a dungeon,

We have passed from the first to the second stage of this
movement. Children should kuow about Spiritualism, its
pheromens, its philosophy, its religion—if you please—
from the hour of birth; niy! it should be a part of their
ante-natal education. They should not be excluded (nnder
proper conditions) from the home circle. Parents should
talk of the phenomena and philosophy freely in their pres-
ence, and spend a portion of each day explaining about
guardian ¢pirits and the presence of the loved ones. Then
this should be supplemented in the Sunday hour set apart
for the children by suitable teachings and encouragement
of original thougbts and expressions of opinions. Recita-
tions are well, but thinking the right thoughts and the abil-
ity to express them will constitute a better basis for the
future man and woman,

The Boston Progressive Lyceum, and its co-related Ly-
ceums, has been handed down from father to son, even to
the third and fourth generations. Many workers in our
ranks have been fostered there and drawn their inspiration
of spiritual truth. So two or three other Lyceums have
gone on. There must be fervor in the workers.

In our own church in Chicago the Sunday School has
been one of the features of the work., The Superintendent
(now the assistant pastor) was reared in a family where
Spiritualism was taught and the Lyceum but supplemented
that teaching. Soon the calisthenics and much of the reci-

' tations, etc., were omitted in the “Childrens’ Hour” to
give place to spiritual teaching, as there was not time for
both, and thie average child has physical exercise enough
if allowed any time for play.

Our idea is that the decadence in the Lyceums clearly in- | gou

" dicates a lack somewhere. That the entire subject is pass-
ing through a change, aud that children, as well as adults,
must be continually taught the fundamental truths of Spir-
itualism, and its philosophy and religion of life,

We believe the best example of the new method of teach-
ing—and we say this without egotism—isthe Sunday school
fostered under our ministration in Chicago.

Many children and adults among Spiritualists complain
that there iz no adequate answer to the ever recurring
question, “ What do Spiritualists teach in their Lvceums?”
Without teaching any ‘‘dogma’ or *'creed” in the objec-
tionable use of those words, there are fundamental prinei-
ples underlving the spiritual teachings that are both sim-
ple and comprehensive, and every child of average intelli-
gence can understand and appreciate them.

We are in favor of making the Lyceums or Sunday schools
as attractive as possible, but we do object to the too great

. tendency to imitate the variety stage performance, instead
of making our Lyceums atiractive and imstructive coca-
sions for spiritual instruction, Spiritualists, you are re.

. leased from the thraldom of creeds, not to release you frow
obligations to your children, but rather to instill into their
young lives the bases of the grander and more elevating
truths of immortality beyond death and the knowledge of
the spirit while here,

Washington, D. C, February, 1899,

Soﬁlaon.

BY HON. E. W, BARBER.

i

Working.out; explanatiin; clearing up a. diffisult prob.
lem: the answer to a proposition with the proof that the
apswer is correct. Lowell of Lessing: ‘' His was a mind

. always in solutijn, whizh the divine order of things, as it
.. Is ealled, could not precipitate into any of the traditional
forms of crystallization, aud in which the time to come
was already fermenting.” F. W. H. Myers: “We know
that a man sometimes solves a problem in sleep, and finds
the result written down on waking, though he retains no
_ waking recollection of the process of solation, which must
certainly have exercised those faculties which we com-
" monly associate with consciousness,” Annie Besant: *If
" God and man be regarded as basically different, a mighty
unspanned gulf stretching between them, then the prob-
lem of the divine existence and of man’s relation thereto
seems to frown upon us a8 defiying solution.” Newcomb:
" -+ Most men distress themselves with interminable specula-
" tions and complicated mathematios. They have not found

the factors for the solution of life’s problems.” Tennyson:

: “ More soluble 15 this knot !

By gentleness than by war.”

Solution has a chemical, 8 mechanical, 8 mathematical,
& soeial, 8 moral and & spiritual application. In every
‘branch of sclence, on every plane of thought, in every

.. _sphere of activity are problems awaiting solution, No rest-
" .. ing place for knowledge, no finality of truth, no limit to

* régearch, has yet been found. A stopping place for pro-
" "gress 1 unthinkable. There are many knots to loosen,
"' many thteads of destiny to disentangle, many-difficultfes
to explain, many problems: to solve, many points to make

olear, m?y loxitios to pemove, beture the relutlong of
ﬂ%ﬂo&%r o wI man, In this auiverse ot?w.
v (] N T

&rm are the Mhﬂnmonu of sofonce, When the pres
ent century d»wrod steam was an vnnsed power, and elvo-
trioity only a terrifying foroe; the miorosoops had soaroely
commenoced Its revelations of the lnvlsibly forms of ‘me,
aad the telescope had not demo utrﬂmd the himitablifty
to humap thought of the universe; fifty years ago geology
was battling with theology tor recognition in the world of
mind, and astronomy was overthrowing the cosmio the,ries
that piaced thils earth in the centre of oreatlon andrmade
planets and stars, sun and moon, tributary orba; evolutjon
bad not commenced the demolition ot anoient theories of
sootevy, government,
told forms of life; and there was no evidentlal knowledage
of life afcer death and of the soul's immortality.

Solenocs, antagon zed at every poiut by old belicfs, moved
forward like u young glant trom oonquest to cvnquesy in
the realms of mind and matter, and yet it was thuronghly
materialistio—agnostic. {n matter it discovered the opera
tion of a bicherto unsuspeoted foroe and energy, but sépa
rate from material torms saw no evidence of a niuter life,
of consoious and intelligent existence. In 1874 Prof, Tyu .
dall, president or the British Assooiation, st its annua)
meeting in Belfast, caused a great semsation by deslaring
that he saw *in matter the promise and potency ot sll
forms of life.”” This was the bold utterance of hofhest
solentific materialism, o

Fifty yoars ago a new movement commenoced in this ver
materialistic Western World, the antithesis ¢of material-
ism, which is now known a8 Spiritualism, Believed to be
based upon ample experimental evidence, Modern Spirit-
ualism spread with great raptdity 1o this country, -and
trom here throughout the civilized world. We altempt no
history, but merely call attention to ataot. Our purpose
is acocomplished in mentioning the commehncemunt of thus
new movement in 1848, the rapidity with whioh it spread,
and the soientific investigation it is recciviug, with some
results already announced. o
_ Of sourse, the idea of communicating with the d-parted
was naturally attraotive o the merely curious, sGiil more
to those who were mourning for lost friends and relatives,
and most ot all to those who belteved toat this was the
commencement of 3 new revelation concerning life in, the
spiritual world, which all enter on leaving the physicil
body. The first two causes attracted many inqairers; but
it 18 the last one that chiefly gives to Modern Spiritualism
its retigious arpect. To obtain communications, persons
with a8 mediumustic organization or taoulties are required.
Weare not aware that any Spiritualists olaim to know
what special qualities in the mediums enablespirits or con-
trols on the other side to make use of them. The beliet in
such ocoasional manifestations has existed, but with less
clearness of perception than at present, as long as the be.
lief 1n the existence of spirits apart from physicil bodies
has prevailed, and in some torm or degree 18 found ia the
religions ot all ages and nitions. Moudern Spirivualism,
Lowever, as the antithesis of modern acientitic materialism,
dates from 1848, and is therefore one of the great move
ments of this eventful century. And what is it? Mind
communicating with mind—mind released trom the thral-
dom of (lesh with mind still in the flesh, a high privilege,
yeot subject to human impertections; for ’

“Thought is deeper than ail speech,
Feeling deeper than all thought;
Souls to souls can Dever toach
- What unto themselves was taught,

“'We are spirits clad in veils;
Man by man was neverseen;
It our deep communing 1ails
We remove the shadvwy screen.”

At length, in 1882, spiritualistic and cognate phenomena
began to receive systematic investigation by men of sci-
ence, and the London Society of Paychical Research was
organized, with some thirteen hundred members, among
whom were the most noted men in England, Mr. Glad-
stone, in acoepting an honorary membership of the society,
gave it his uunqualified approval, saying: "It is the most
important work which is being done in the world—by far
the most important.” And at Jast year's meeting of the
British Association at Bristol, Sir William Crookes, its
president, in the annual address before that distinguished
body of scientific men, took occasion to reverse Prof. Tyn-
dall’s apothegm of 1872, by saying * that in life I see the
promise and potency of all forms of matter,” and he ex-
alted scientific thought above the plane of materialism by
declaring that "1t i3 henceforth open to science to trans-
cend all we now think we know of matter and to gain new
glimpses of a profounder scheme of Cosmic Law.” What
Sir William Crookes said deserves its full significance from
the fact that investigation has made him a avowed Spiritu-
alist. The scientific progress trom Tyndall to Crookes in
twenty-four years is a most remarkable-avolution.

In a previous article we referred at length to the work
of Dr. Richard Hodgson. In his British address Prof,
Crookes took occasion to commend his work as that of a
“deteotive genius,” and he also referred to *‘the p¥rtina
cious genius of F. W, H. Myers,” the secretary of tne Psy-
chioal Research Society, to whose latest utterances we
now call attention. In a recent article publighed in the
National Review—a typewritten copy of which we have
for temporary use, as_a copy of the magazine containing
the article could not be obtained in America or England—
entitled **On Some Fresh Facts [ndicating Man’s Survival
of Death,” he refers to the facts themselves as ** the best
evidence yet given to the world that the soul or individual.
ity of mansurvives the death of his body.” We have been
informed that when he commenced the investigation
which he has pertinaciously prosecuted for many years he
was, like Dr. Hodgson and others, a scientific materialist;
but the faots have, to his mind, actually proven the foilow-
ing three propositions:

“(a) In the first place, they prove survival pure and sim-
ple; the persistence of the spirit’s life as a structural law
of t]he universe; the inalienable heritage of each several

*(b) In the second place, they prove that between the
spiritual and the materia! worlds an avenuse of communi
cation does in fact exist, that which we call the dispatoh
and receipt of telepathic messages, or the utterance and
answer of prayer.

“(¢c) Inche third place, they prove that the surviving
spirit retains, at least in some measure, the memories and
the loves of earth. Without this persistence of love -and
memory should we be in truth the same? To what extent
has any philosophy or any revelation assured us thereof
until now?”

Thus seientific research anchors the hope of immortality
to well-authenticated facts. Itis agreat achievement—
the greatest of this depirting century—the solution, by
*“the best evidence yet z1ven to the world, that the soul or
individuality of man survives the death of the body.”
There are those whose perception has led them to the same
conclusion—and yet —and yet—sometimes & shadow of
doubt may dim the perception; but many others desire
and require actual proof of the contianity of conscious ex-
istence after the death of the physical body, and Science
comes to their aid with what seems to us to be irreiragible
evidence—ihe evidence of things heard and seen.

There is a tone of triumph in the closing paragraph of
Mr. Myer’s article. ' The results of science at any rate,”
he says, "*are Catholic, are Ecamenical ; {ou may approeach
them equally from whatever side you will. Let him that is
athirst come—whether he regards this great good news as
the first break ina cloud firmament ancientaslife on earth,
or rather as thesequel of that well-loved Gospel which first
took from Death bis sting and from the Grave its victory.”
Thus does Science, the handmaid of Truth, claim to have
golved, for all time and for all honest questioners and
doubters, the problem of the soul’s immortality. Spiritual
forces and intelligences are ever present realities.

“Eternal process moving on,
From state to state the spirit walks; 5
And these are but the shattered stalks
Or ruined cbrysalis of one.”

—Jackson, Mich., Palriot.

Resolutions of Protest Against Medical
Legislation,

Whereas there is a Medical Bill now pending before the
Legislature of this State, the spirit and purpose of which
is to abridge the personal rights of a large number of our
citizens in case it shall become a Statute law of Illinols, and

Whereas we believe said Bill is not in harmony with the
Deolaration of Independence, which gives equal rights to
all the oitizens of this country in the great struggle of life
and the pursuit of happiness, and that the said Bill is
absolutely unconstitutional and inconsistent with the
spirit of the age, and, having carefully considered this Bill
in all its bearings, hereby submit this, our united and
earnest protest aga.fnst its passage, believing it unjust and
opposed to the general welfare of the people, imposing
penalties too severe and inhuman for execation In this age
of civilization, and we appeal to the highest and noblest
sentiments of patriotism, wise statesmanship and the spirit

of liberty, justice and equality that should inspi
%ﬁlisl’ators and influence them to defeat thi;l};li)qrzgtgg:

Thersfore, be it resolved that we, members and officer
of the National Spiritualists’ Association and the Imnoi:
State Spiritualist Assooiation, in joint convention assem.
bled in the city of Chicago this 18th day of February, 1899,
believing it an imperative duty, individually and collee-
tively as loyal citizens of the United States to do all in our

.power to protect the liberty of the bodies as well a8 the

souls of the hnman family, and under all ciroumstances to
Protest and resist any aggression made that is designed to

are them;
'nit is further resolyed, that the natural and inherent right
of every person endows him with the supreme privilege of

goumonl institutions, and the mani- |}

ochooa{ng the physiolan be prefers to adminleter .rh 0

s woll uo tlio mmg snjoy the tivil a4 n}ln iy rm.ﬁ

:‘3"3{' ‘l,p at auy shrine tuut acoords with his enlisbtened
nsolenoce ; s - ‘

Aud be it further auomd Jbut while we fully appreciate
the evolution of thoyght and the development of modlou‘}
and suraloal sclence, ll tending to greater lberality an
the disuse of mauy o1 the polwnouhdrn s and peraioious
praotioes formerly presoribed by lo practitioners we
contend that patural laws provids natural and ourative
remedies and that nelther Ignorance nor prejudice should
dictate mediocal legislation, and as we all exist by virtue of
‘auniversal Isw, we belleve there is a'universal foroe thut
when intelligently applied will produce -bharmony and
ealth, and we are therefore oppused to any legisiation
that will restriot the right to utflize this natural source ot
bealth for all mankind, L : ,

And be it further resolved, that we protest agalnst the
passage of the proposed measure as a menaoe to the {{berty
of the individunl, it belng an attempt to oreate and foater
a greater and more ‘obnoxions trust than already exists
withln the medical profession of this State. 1t Is a scheme
to place the eutire control of medioal practice and the oare
of the sfok in the hands of a Board of fHealth, the members
‘of which are the authors of the sild measure, and will be
the direot beneficlaries; it is-anendeavor to colleot tribute
from and lay bard conditions upon thousands of worthy
membeors of the medical and healing professions, and to re
stros the usefuiness of the teachings of schools of medioine
and healing, which oppose the indiscriminate use of the
kuite and expsrimenting with poisonous drugs,

And be it further resolved, that a copy of these resolu-
tions be forwarded the Hon. Samuel Alschuler, 4 member
ot the [Linols Legislature, witt a request that he preswvnt
the same fur the consideration of that boay.

UEORGE 5. BOWEN,

Grorer Durron, M. D,

Dxr. JuLigr H. SsVKRANOE,
Committee,

A Veteran Speaks, -

To the Editor of the Banner of Light:

Many thanks to you for reproduocing the famous vision of
Joseph Hoag. 1 have often been tempted to acoept the
counsel of Hosea Bigelow *“not to prophesy unless you
know.” Even the unknown author of the book of Deuter-
onomy, who was rather weak in faith, gave a test in a
similar vein: *If the thing follow not nor come to pass,
that {8 the thing which the Lord hath not spoken.”

Sach, too, is the Gospel acoording to Thomas Gradgrind,
the Evangel of our callow, new-fledged young America.
“Faots alone are wanted in life. Plant nothing else, and
root out everything eise. You can only form the minds of

reasoninf animals upon Faots: nothing else will ever be of
auny service to them. In this life we want nothinz but
Faots, sir; nothing but Facts.” \

Nevertheless, somshow " everything else’” will work its
way into the "minds of reasoning animals.” Oaly the
unreasoning animals confine their attention to facts alons,
to the things that ean be weighed, measured and cast up
like problems in arithmetio. I once tried to show a cat
the view of a mountan slope; but all the brute would
contemplate was & dog down in the street. To eat and
drink and sleep, and then to repeat these performances,
constitute about all the facis that exist in the Gradgrind
repertory. Unfortunately such beings are reared and
have to be buried. . :

But human beings with mind, intelligence and spiritnal
perception, are cognizant of something beyond, more real
still than all these. They know of facts transcending phys-
ical dimunsion, and flashes of luminant substauce reveal
much that may be thought and not said.- * Coming events
cast shadows before.”

This vision of Joseph Hoag curiously took place a full
generation before the events which it exhibited, Hence
it couid hard {f be & vision of hig own heart.,” To be sure,
Louisiana and the great West were that year added to our
territory, amid vociterous protests and well grounded
doubts of the counstitutional power. Disunion was in men’s
minds; Alexander Hamiltor and his rival Aaron Burr,
Timothy Pickering, Quinov, John Randolph, and others,
believed the bond of national union fragile, and eagily rup-
tured. But Hoag's vision related not tu these opinions,
and could not bave beon produced from such concepts.

*The division began in the cburch,” says he. 15 began
in the Presbyterian body. This was at that time the dom-
inant religious faith, 1ts olergy had been foremost in the
Revolution, when the Episcopal clergy were very generally
“loyalists,” 1t thus acquired the ascendency, and even
extended its arms with a Plan of Union to take in the Con-
gregationalists. This was at a period simuitaneous with
the time of the * Vision.”

But in the next generation it began as was beheld. Ly-
man Beecher and Albert Barnes were duly arraigned for
heresy. Dr, Wilson and Dr. Jenkins, fatherin law of
Stonewall Jackson, were the formal accusers of their
brethren, ‘The conflict was but partially successful. The
next step was direct. 'The plan of union was repealed, and
every synod that had Congregational churches attached to
it, ane clergymen who favored a *new school ” construction
of the Calvinistic articles, were voted out summarily, with-
out impeachment or trial. From 1838 to 1866 there were two
General Assemblies, besides ** Uumberland Presbyterians.”
Hoag said traly: * Those who dissented went off with high
heads and taunting language.” I remember this well, L
wiag but a lad, but our region was in the heart of the di-
vision.

The fierce conflict of Hicksite and Orthodox Friends was
less known ouatside of their ranks. Our Quaker neighbors
do not bring family matters and foul linen into others’
housebo!ds. Butin my native town was a Hicksite group,
and in the next town an orthodox society. 1 never knew
what orthodox Friends believed in relation to the * Vica.
rious Atonement,” but I heard of a warm discassion in
which the Hicksite declared the blood of Christ amounted
to tJno more in the way of saving a man than the blood of a
cat,

1t is easy to see that in such a state of things there were
“lotty looks and taunting, censuring language.”

Friend Hoag apparently knew nothing of Methodists.

T have observed that whilea people or an event is unknown
historically, we do not, at least, do not often, have visions
or revelations relating to it. The Bible knows no Western
Continent, no Phitippine Islands, no Australia. Of the
Masonic division there can little be said, except that there
arose a strong Anti-Masonic party in New England, New
York and Pennsyivania, which in 1832 supported William
Wirt for_President, and nominated William Henry Harri-
son and Francis Granger in 1836, after which it passed from
view,
_ It was another generation before the political division
.culminated in Civil War, I remember hearing William
Fishbough describe this in 1837 in its leading features, and
the “hard times’’ atter it. Joseph Hoag saw rightly.

What next? I have read this prediction many times,
and wondered, The recent war seemed to me fearfully
ominous of evil. I am glad that the treaty of peace is
ratified, as removing an obstacle of terrible dimension.
All the same, I respect and honor Eugene Hale and George
Frisbie Hoar. The billingsgate that partisan writers vomit
upon them tends to make me apprehend that they may be
right. I canrespect a man and estesem him when he differs
from me; be may be as conscientious as I am, and know
better than I.

I do not consider *‘expansion” ag imperialism or depre-
oate it as suoh. But the increass of the standing army, its
employment a8 a police, and the concentrating of power in
the hands of executive officers, comprebend all that im.

erialism and monarchic government mean. The restriot-
ng of Legislatures to biennial sessions is a symptom of
government passing from the control of the people. The
faot that wealth is necessary to obtain electoral offices is
another sign of centralization. The autocratic powers
already active in politics, placing all policy at the dictation
of a “boss,” is imperialism naked and undisguised.

What is called ““police power” is exercised to a degree
already that over-rides and annuls constitutional safe-
guards. The law which Samuel Hoar was sent to Charles-
ton in 1845 to contest in the United States Court, was justi
fied at the time, not as being constitutional, but as an ex-
ercise of police power. To this assumption, there seems to
be no restriction. Our Constitutions are null and emas-
culate before it.

All lucrative business issteadily belng absorbed by trusts
and combinations, till all who wish to labor are deprived
of opportunity, and pauperized. The combined money
power elects the President and senators. There is a senti-
ment afloat already that there is too much license; and
that there must be more restrloting of the multitude.
When you take from men the means by which they live
they have little liberty left.

It is not necessary to have a king or emperor in order to
establish monarchy, Any other name will do as well—
Judge, sheriff or president. Rome was an empire long be.
fore she ceased to go through the form of electing consuls,

Yet in regard to having a national religion I am inclined
to hesitate, Iam aware that the less religion people have
the more fuss they make about forms and observances.
Th’e‘;re is likewise what the Scotch would call a **crowding
in”’ toward the Roman charoh, A large party in the Epis-
copal body iteh to be named * American Catholic.” The
Presbyterians have long since ceased to believe the Pope to
be Antichrist. The other bodies are also tolerant of the
old worship. ‘

When in 1887 the centenary of the Constitution was'ob-
served under national auspices at Philadelphia, the cere-
monies were all conducted by Archbishop Gibbons. All

thege things look like'n return to the old path. And the
prelates so regard it, and they know. '

'wm o " polipe w?'oru;vofhm’on by lnjus fla.'o-
gt Lt S et e
wort ing to, - Pethaow, ae {rard-College, there
wm be J’&m? shrewd plous

ng of sohools, universities,
ng:lu and ships, under salaried chaplains, would go & long
way, and Iawyets oan flad & bm for the rest.

Al'roadg the praotioe of medicine s virtually an Estab.
lished Churoh, with medioore dootors for preates, Call
the dootors Yr!uu. ag thof did three centuries ago, and
there will be little Jett to fill the bill, ‘

But at one thiag I am in doubt, Frlend Hoig speaks of
taking property from Friends to s large amount, Who,
what aud wiere are the Friends? I do not wish to be un.
courteous or hyperoritiosl, but I bave apprehended that
Priends were & fading community. So many oarry muskets
in the avmy, so many put off their profession to merge into
other denominations, so many are hostile 10 newer light,

vislon was ocomplete, there wounld be po ligbt from the
mesetings to be snuffed out. Ishall be pleased to bave it
otherwise. Thouqh [ grew upin the Puritan olrole, and
have assoolated all my life with persons of other type and
belief, 1 have an affection for the Gospel of Peace and
plainness of speech, which wuuld impel me to grieve for
vhe fall of Quakerism, as 1 shall lament the fall of the
American republioc, .
But the part of the wheel now at the bottom of the rut
will, In its turn, ascend to the top. '
Youra truly, ALEXANDER WILDER,
Newark Feb. 1899,

The National Spirftuatists’Ass()ciation.

FROM THE HOME OFFICE.

The work of Spiritualism 1i Washiogton, D. C., I8 pro-
gresaing, and quite as much in & private as In a public
way. We hear of meetings and of good results from the
ministry of mediums that the world at large may know
but little of. The First Society, with Mrs. Richmood as
its pastor, is doing its own instructive work and sending
out apn influence that is belpful to the world of thought
and uplifting to all who receive its benedictions, There is
much of inquiry among individuals who are just coming
into a knowledge of Spiritualism, concerning the methods
to be employed in studying the subjeot and in developing
mediumship, and we often receive calls here at the head.
quarters of the National Spiritualists’ Association from
such parties who are seeking light, among whom are some
of the most intelligent and refined characters in the land.

The library of this Association is also attracting muoch
attention and doing much good among thoss who come
here to avall themselves of its favors, There is nothing
that can do more instructive work at large, perhaps, than
good books, and we find it so with the best literature of
Spiritualism,

The liprary of the N, S. A. bas been enriched by the
works of many of our best autbors, and many of these
have been presented to this Association by their gifted
writers, but we need more, and 1 here take the liberty of
soliciting—from authors and publishers—such donations of
spiritual literature, as they can afford to give the N. S. A,
for preservation in its archives, and as a memento of their
own good and valuable work for humanity.

The winter {8 passing quietly away in this section; we
have had one severe blizzard, and the suffering among the
goor was most intense: but sympathetic hearts and willing

ands did & great deal among the unfortunates to relieve
them of their distress, and Spiritualists made as kindly a
showing in disbursing the benefactions as did those of any
other line of thought or worship. Indeed, where suffering
abounds, there can be no line ot oreed, or thought, or color;
the \ivhole world becomes akin by the magic toush.of com-
passion.

Reporis of the spiritusl and material condition of our
gonieties all over the land continue to come in to this office.
The workers are doing their part against tremendous diffi.
culties and discouragements, and we wonder how the few
can manageto go on as they do, ever seeking to dispense
the bread of life to the hungry and needy, while they have
to cope with such an element of indifference and apathy as
they find on every side.

The question i3 often asked of the public why the church.
os are not better filled on the Sabbath day,.and why so
many, comparatively, care but little about attending di-
vine service? Spiritualists need not concern themselves
with these queries about their theological neighbors, nor
need they boast over their cleverness in propounding them,
nor gloat over the discomfiture of these same neighbors
when the meagre congregations of ehurches are under dis-
cussion, while their own talented speakers, many of them,
are obliged to go seeking an audience ts listen to their in-
struoctive words of truth, and often are obliged to lecture
to but a handful of those among our own psople who
really care to receive what the angels have to give through
oultivated and refined channels of communication.

The question with us should not be why the churches
are 50 empty of worshipers, as it should be why the halis
and temples of Spiritualists are so poorly\glle on the
ocoasion of philosuphical lectures, as to make it/'a source
of anxiety on the part of the managers and speakers as to
how current expenses are to be met. A few days agol
received a letter from one of the grandest spiritusl speak-
ors that we have in the ranks—not a sengational one, buta
good common-senss, logical and brainy man, with & band
of intelligent and eloquent spirits behind him. In this
communication he deplored the hard tasks that the lect-
urer of to-day has to meet in coming befors a small audi.
ence in a poorly-equipped hall, with the conviction in his
heart that he is begrudged the small fee that he muist have

best speakers have had to lecture for five dollars a Sunddy
this season, while some others have been unable to secure
engagements at all.

omment, is untécessary—surely we need not ask why
the churches are becoming empty, while we have this same
outlook at our own door, and equally surely we do need a
National Association that will be so equipped with finan-
cial and other material that it can send speakers and mis-
sionaries out to the people to not only teach them of Spir-
itualism, but also of their duty to the Cause and towards
the tollers in the vineyard, who have been taken from
other fields of labor and profit to preach the gospe! of
Truth to all men. .

Oh! if our people would only realize and exercise their
duty in this direction! The N. S. A, was never more needed
than it is to-day. A bureau of mediums and of platform
speakers—and the latter are mediums just as much as are
any workers in our Cause—should be established at these
headquarters. From this centre missionaries should be
sent out with no thought and no fear as to how they are to
receive their compensation for their labors, as they would
be provided for in that direction by the Association that
gent them forth, which could be responsible to them, if itg
treasury only received a small yearly payment from each
Spiritualist that can easily spare the same for a good and
lasting work, o

Our traveling mediums and itinerant preachers who de-
sire and look for speoial favors from the railroadsare learn-
ing that the N. 8. A.is an institution worth keeping in
touch with, since the roads are adopting the rule of giving
attention and rates to none who are not indorsed by this
Association. Thigis nothing that we have sought, but a
rule the railroads have decided upon for their own protec-
tion, and one that they assure us they mean to pursue.
‘This shows that the N. S, A. is known and respected in the
commercial world, and by the great business public, and
that it is needed by our Cause for its better standing among
men.

Mediums and speakers who depend upon platform work
for their living, and who devote their time and talents to
the promulgation of the Cause of Spiritualism, and who
have been regularly ordained according to the rules and
usages of some legally incorporated Spiritual Sooiety,
should file a copy of their ordination paper at this office
and have their names enrolled upon th3 list that is ac-
obpted by the railroads from here, if they wish to get
clergy rates in traveling from point to poin, :

It costs thé person sending his paper for filing one dollar,
which must be sent to us with the document, and if the
latter is found to be what it should be, the medium or
spesker whom it represents, will become entitled to all the
privileges it i3 possible for him to receive from this Assool-
ation. Having received a great many letters of inquiry
upon this subgmt this year, leads me to make this explana-
tion here. reetings of love from the N, S. A, to all

MAryY T. LoNGLEY, Sec’y.

600 Pennsylvania Ave., S, E., Washington, D. C.

-+ P

In most men’s religion, the ligature, which sheuld be its
umbilical cord connecting them with divinity, is rather
like that thread whioh the accomplices of Cylon held in
their hands when they went away from the temple of Min-
erva, the other end ‘being attached to the statueof the

oddess. -But frequently, as in their case, the thread

reaks, being strecched, and they are left without an
asylum.— Veek.

To some extent, mythology is only the most anocient his.
tory and blograpby. 8o far from being false or fabulous in
the common sense, 1t contains only enduring and essential
truth, the I and yoi, the here and there, the now and
then, being omitted. The poet i# he who can write some

pure mythology to-day without the pld of posterity.— Week.
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_ BANNER OF LIGHT

L4

Chilbren's  Spiritunliom,
T : wmuﬁ for thio Bariner of Light,

————

, ¢ THR FLOWER AND THE 8TAR.

(i , BY OVINA;
Through the organism of Mrs. Cora L, V. Riohmond,

A little flower upon the earth
Blossomed witniu 4 woodlund (alr,

Contented trom {ts hour vf birth
With the light und beauty everywhere,

1ts stitrry potuls, pure and bright,
Ustoided unto Heaven's lght.

A litlle star shoue in the sky

Amon* the dzure flulds of spuce,
And lighted mauy a passer b{

‘With the brightoess of its shinlng grace;
Qontented well fts part to 4il,
Obedient to the Heavenly will,

A malden saw the flower bloom
And sald: ** Thou art a lovely flower;
But still thou lightest up the gloom
‘With the sweet brightness of thy dower;
But see the Jight of yonder star,
How it guldetb{/many from afar.”

The flower grew discontented then
And sighed: ** Ah, woe I8 me! ab, woe 18 me;
1 wish that I instead had been
A star, that all the world might see,”
.God changed the flower to a star,
Stinlog to light men from afar.

A traveler in the wilderness
Gazed up into the star-'it sky,
And as nls weary feet did press
The ground, bebola! no flower was nigh.
“ Once "—mused he—" my eager eyes did seo
A starry flower bloom here for me.

¢+ 1 like the stars in yonder blue,
But somehow, here upon the earth

The flower, with its wondrous hus,
Beems ~uited to this human birth,

And the stars, they seem so far away,

1 wish the flowers would bloom alway.”

The toolish star—once a sweet flower—
Saw that among the orbs of light

She was the least, and had )ittle power
To gnide or lead mankind aright.

Ah1 could she bt change back again

She ever would a flower remain.

Then once agaln the littie flower
Binssomed within the wilderuess,
Exhallug brightness every hour;
And soon the traveler's fee. did press
* Again the path beside the stream
ere he had often paused to dream.

“Ah! here you are, my pretty fl .wer,
I missed you 8o when you were gons;
Now you light up eacn dreary hour,
With you [ never am alone.”
8o the flower wept a tear of joy
That she had found such sweet employ.

And when she ceased to be & flower,
And had tulfilled her mission here;

When the traveler needed pot her dower
To light him in this lower sphere,

Lol in the gardens of God's love

She became a starry flower above.

" Washington, D. C., February, 1899,

Life in the Summerland.
BY LOTELA.

(This letter from Lotela tells ever so many
things that the children, and the older ones,
too, will like to hear about, but Lotela has

.learned so much since she went to spiric life
that she forgets our little ones do not know
what all the big words mean. We think the
mothers and fathers and teachers will have to
explain all that the children do not under-
stand. And if the children will ask questions,
that will be a splendid way to learn a word-
lesson, and hear a good story about little Nan.
nie and Lotela at the same time.)

Dear Children of the Bunner of Light: Lam
ilad to give you greetiug again, and to bring
rou a bunch of sweet flowers trom the forest
jladesot peacein thetrue ** Hunting Grounds "
)f the Indians in the Summerland. 1know
rou would rather hear of the children there
Jhan of the big folks, and so I will now tell you
3 little about our Nanme, who is one of the
sweetest and cutest little girls that the spirit-
world holds. A good many people on earth
know and love Nannie, because she has been
coming daily to our medium—Mrs., Longley—
and giving poems and singing her little songs,
and making folks love her, just as many a little
earth-child does among its friends. This little
one is six years old now. She was scarcely
three when she came to us in the beautiful
Summerland. Nannie was a little waif on

. earth, and when she was taken sick with a

dreadful cough, a good man who had been
looking after her, carried her to & children’s
hospital in the big city, and there she coughed
her earthiy lite away., Dr. Warren, who was
once a noted physician on earth, ana who now
lives—well, auywhere where he can do the
most good, but also has a lovely home in our
country, oiten visits horpitals and other places
on earth where he can Lelp the poor sick I‘Feo-
ple, and in some of thess visits he found Nan
pie, So, when she slipped from her lttle
wornouy, earth-form, he magnesized her inty a

- ‘restiul slesp, and brought her 1a his arms to

our lodge in the spirit world.

Then we—Harebell and Lotela—made a bed
of white and ptnk tragrant dowers for her. lt
was the day vetore Uhristmas on earth, and
we let her sleep till tue next day. When she
awoke she was a little frightened at first, buc
she soon got used (0 us all and learned to luve
her Indian as well as ber white friends very

aoh.

Now 1 know that you are going to ask, dear
children, if we are lndians just the same as
we were on earth? Well, yes, we ate in some
ways, and in some nol; that 18, our 1aces look
much the same; but the longer we live in the
Summerland, and do good works, the hghter
Wwe¢ grow 1n culor, angd the more retined we
become in feature and general appearance as
well as in manner, and there are many *' In.
dians” there, like “Red Wing” and * Hare
bell,” who are very beaut.ful, oultivated, re
fined and inteiligent. Those lndians who pass
into the spirit-life, who have not yet become

rogressive, and who are uncouth and coarse,
30 not go to the spirit planet, but they stay 1n
the atmosphere o1 earth tor a loug time, and
they have to be taught and treated by the
higner spirita of their own race, and by the

00d * Palefaces” before they can reach a

etter and a higher state and country.

Well, but Nannie, she wag tny Christmas pres-

. ent, you kuow, bcause the good doctor brougnt
her to me, and | had such a nice time in mak-’
ing her pretty litcie dresses and slippeis, and
in watching ner delight in them, tor she isa
dalnty Little thing, ana 18 tond of light colors
and pretty things. Now you wouid like to
know how I made the clothing she was to wear;
it is not easy to teil you, because no one on
earth can as yet do these things, But we gather
the material frow the atmosphere, and manip
ulate it until we get it into s real thread-like
gubstance. This we color from the dyes we get
from flowers and sunsets, and then we weave
anything we wish, and it may b2 as fine and as
lacy a8 a cobweb, or like silk aud satio, or any
other kind, Then you know, too, we do Dot
have to make new garments very oiten, unless
we ohoose, because the human magnetism we
put into them can be renewed any time, by our
nandiing of them, and breanhinf on them, ana
all we have to do, if we pleass, is to shake out
a garment, make a few passes over it, fixing
our will and thought upon it all the while, and
we oan thus in a tew moments make 1t over
new and fresh in apy taskion and color we de-
sire. 'The workers of the spirit-wuild can do
many strange and wonaerful things that the
peaple of earth could not dream of.

But I muss teli you a lit.le moere about Nan.
nie in this psper, and leave something more 10
be told of her in my pext. She 1s an original
little Miss, and says and does a great many
quaint thinge, as many people on both sides of
life know. When she had been with me &
month, and had gotten used to our life, I
brought her to my medium, who then lived in
California, and »c01 she was adcpted into
the family, just as { was many yeurs before
when | was a little girl,

She did no; ag tirst—or for some weeks— .

| we

INVIGORATE  YOURSELF IN SPRING.

You Shduld Strengthen, lnvigoratc and Rciitalizc Your
Nerves and Blood by Taking Dr. Gréenc's
Nervara, the Best Spring Medicine,

Your blood and nerves are your very life, When your blood ia Imnure apd thin your nerves-

melapcholy, lassitude, weak and tire

upon weak nerves and poor blood.

Purify and enrioh the blood and reinvigorate vour nerves
and restore your nerve energies and power oy taking Dr. Greene’s
Nervura, the great blood and nerve ramedy. discovered by that
most famous and successful specialist, Dr. Greene,
and all your lils, your weaknesses and bad feelinge
your aching head and tired body will ba relieve
as if by magic. Th(«la reason la that pure,1ich !ﬁmdﬂ
nerves and renewed nerve power, P
good health, and there is nothing in the world ===4

stron

which will 8o quickly purify and enrich your
blood, and strengthen, invigorate and vitalize
your nerves as Dr,Greene’s Nervura blood
and nerve remedy,

Espeolaliy do you need this grand remedy
now
medloine. an
ideal spring remedy .

Mrs. Josie Bartlett, 213} So.
Columbue, Ohio, says:

“ I take pleasure lo testifying to the great benefit
1 have recelved from the use of Dr, Greene's Nery
ura blood and nerve remedy. I have always bee
of a nervous temperament, and as my business i8 a
very trylng one, [+ uffered from nervousness, I could
not sleep at night, had s distressiog pain 1n my head

most all of the tle, lost my appetite, and would ha ve srells of melanchoy(
days at a time, I could not attend chur:h nor any place of amusement and en |
joy myself. I tried half a dozeu kinds of remedies or more, and would get re- #
itef for & day or two, but the uid symptoms would all return agaln. Mydruggist F
advised me to try Dr. Gieene’s Nervura blood and nerve remedy, anq after tak- /4 X
ing the second bottle I began to notice a change. I was so encouraged that1 - z B
resolved to keep on with the Nervura, and after taking six bottles I am glad t) axy ! /
1feel like a now person. Iextend my beartfelt thanks for what Dr, Greene's Nervira I /
has done for me, and never tire In telling my friends wnat it has done for me.” ¥ 17
/

{
You can have perfeot confidence in Dr. Greene’s Nervura, and be sure

for) everybody ought to take a spring -
this s the true, perfect and

A
Grant Ave,

ak and your nerve foroe and power exhausted, you will suffer from all surts of symptoms
| and {lls, Dizziness, headacke, dyspegsia. torpid ltver, kidaey tr ouble, 108om s, 161 V. USubns,

feelings, neuralgio palns and ushes heumitism, remale
cothplaints, and mapny other diseases, are dlreotly dependent
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that it will beneltt you from the fact that it is not a patent medicine, but the p-escription and

and discovery of Dr. Greene, 34 Temple Place, Boston, Mass., the most successtu!

physician in

curing disease, and his grand remedy i, therefore, exactly adanted to cure. Tnousands avail
themselves of the privilege of free consultion and advice, which Dr. Greene offers to all, wheth-

er they call or write about their case.

know that she talked to mortals through Mrs.
Longley's lips, and she would think it strange
that they could not ses her blue or pink dress
and pretty slippers, or her golden curls and
blue eyes; but after 8 while she knew about
it, and then she called the medium ** the lady ”
until she understood that she was adopted,
and always since then it has been ° Lady-
mother,” and the Professor has been '* Papa
Longley,” and these are the loving titles oy
which they are called by many good friends
away out in Southern California.

Nannie oon began to tell stories in verses of
her own, even before she grew out of her baby,
lisping talk, for she is # natural born post; and
then, too, she is & ‘‘Little Me'dum,” as she
used to call herself, and is often inspired by
some of the poets from the higher spheres, and
she has given a great many beautiful poems on
any subject asked for to the people of earth,
These inspired poems she says she * Picks out
of the air,” and that the air is full of them,
which I think is true, for those persons who
can know how to get them, just as we take
from the air, the material from which we weave
our gowns and other lovely tbings,

Nannie goes to school in the Summerland
every day, and she is growing and learning
very fast. Her teacheris a beautiful lady by
the name of Marcia, who loves Little folks, and
who makes the iessons and the school hours
full of interest and delight to the pupils, who
love her very much. .

Many things are taught in that school, and
knowledge is not only absorbed from without,
but it is also evolved from within the mind,
and so the scholars learn very rapidly, and
they do not have to pore over books, but they
find their lessous in the objects of Nature, and
in watching and following the experiments of
the wise ones who visit the schools frequently
in order to help the growing minds of the chil
dren to understand how to live and work and
learn for the best advantage to themselves and
the world,

But I am not going to tell you any more this
time. When I come to you again 1 will tel!
you more about the little girl and her home
and friends, and you shall see how some of the
children of the Summerland live.

Now, dear children, 1 send iou all a happy
greeting, and I hope you will have everything
that is good tor you, and that it will be 8o nice
that you will like it every time; but if you
don't, you will know that it will do you good,
and 8o Iy know you will be among the best little
tolks in the world.

(ood bye, with love from
LOTELA.

P.S.—~] have to add a postscript, just hke
the pale faces do, and this i8 to send my love
especially to little Mary Saunders, and to say
that 1 have been to see her, and I am going
again, and 1 am sure she will see Lotela and
recoquize her, for I think I made her feel my
influence beforv. She is s sweet littie girl and
will do & great deal vt good in her life for mor-
tals and spirits. 1 saw ber spirit-mother, teo,
and she was so happy because her child is taken
care of by the new mamma, aud she loves and
blesses the earth mamma very muoh.
‘ LOTELA.

Literary Bepurtment,

HE HUMANITARIAN. — The greatest
theme for discussion is Man and his Capa-
bilitles; in line with this subjeot is Percy W.
Ames’ essay on “Racial and lndividual Tem:
peraments ’—which may he read with profit
more than once. He commences with an analy-

sis of men and women of different tempera-
ments, pointing outiaults and virtues, and what
constitutes true nobility. Wordsworth de-
clared that “no man can olaim indulgence for
his transgressions on the score of his sensibiii
ties, but at the expense of bLis intellectual gow-
ers, All men of firat rate genius have been
equally distinguished for dignity, beauty, and
propriety of moral oonduct. The man of ge-
pius ought o tearn thut the cause of his vices
is, in ract, his deficiencies, and not as he fondly
imagines his superfluities and superiorities.”

Mr. Amessays: - When we seek the expla
pation of the existence of tetaperament it
might be sufficient to refer its origin solely to
inheritance. If we further inquire as to the
mod:tiers of temperament we are led to the
study of the environment and the idiosyncracy
of the individual. Tne natures and.p,ten
tialities of these three factors should be un-
derstood by all who are engaged in modifying
o developing temperament—the schoolmaster,
the clergyman, the statesman, the philan-
thropist, and indeed all parents and guardians
of the young.

[t i3 neoessary to note that the term natu-
ral inheritance does not mean mereiy the
transmission of parental but also of ancestral
charaoteristios All innate, oonstitutional and
germinal quaalities, and the results of their
combinations and interactions in the parents
are transmissibie to the offapring. It is obvi-
ous that wé have here a force of great power
and imporiance to deal with. The second
faotor, vuvironmental influence, is most pow-
erful in contributing to the predominan:e of
one or more elements in the mixed tempara-
ment, These two forces are almost as certain
in their operation as any law in mechanics,
but we have to recognize the presence of a
third influsnce—individuality, Each human
being has his own special and peculiar endow-
ments, which separate him from his tellows
and give him an individuality and character.
The essential part of eduocatipo has been well
described as ' the uniform and progressive estab-
lishment of seif.control upon higher and stili
higher levels.”” .

The author shows that whatever may be the
temperament it is the * dominating will before
which maukind bows,” and because **it is a
law of the human mtwnd to follow the line of
the least resistance, ‘an immeunse majoritgof
men always remain in a middle state, neither
very foolish nor very able, neither very virtu
ous nor very vicious, but slumbering on in a
peaceful and decent mediocrity.’”

Speaking of the general es'imate of charac-
ter, Mr. Ames’ views are that * the untrained
critic, as a rule, may be srid to form his judg-
ments upon externals, Flow of language, te-
licity of expression, play of fancy, richness of
imagipation, sparkle of wit, wealth of meta
phor, beauty of conception, together form an
array of brilliant attractions which completely
captivates his mind, and his judgment, are in

accordance with the presence or absence of |-

these qualities, but that which gives a work of
literature its supreme value, that which re.
veals its writer to vossess true genius, is alto-
gether independent of these adornments, and
may be exhibited in many diverse ways. It
consists in profound knowledge of human nat-
ure. Power of expression is not to be dispar-
aged, of course, but it is not essential to, and
should be carefully distinguished from the
real mark of genius. The highest form of
genius shows an appreciation, a knowledge,
and a power co-extensive in range and variety
with human life itself.”

The closing paragraph is especially perti
nent: ** We ought to extend our sym?at;hy to,
and make abundant allowapoes for all persons
imprisoned as it were within the framework
of temperament, and struggling to be free; and
especially with children and yvoung people.
How often is the ohild misunderstood, and
made to suffer by well-meaning but ignorant
adults! The temperament of some children is
80 placid that they easily accommodate them.
selves to the ever-changing circumstances of
life, taking everything as they find it; they
grow up without giving a jar to the nerves of
their friends, or receiving one themselves.
There are others of a more nervous tempera.
ment, in whom logic and idealism rapidly de-
velop to a far higher degree than is generally
realized, and they experience severe shocks as
they are roughly and repeatedly wakened from
their dream world of purity and bliss to the
ugly realities of life. We are apt to forget in
our benumbed sensibility how life looks to the
quick and eager little soul with the inquiring
eyes, and do not guess that in the intervals of
questioning a wonderful summing up is being
conducted, and a vardict eiven, The spiritu-
ality of Christianity is undecstood by sucha
ohild in » moment, and breatued as native air;
and then follows that surprise with its keen
reproach when the contrast with real lifeis
percsived. These natures neei very careful
training so that their brightness is not dulled,
nor their gensibility too deeply wonnded, nor
their intelligence outraged by evasive expla
nations. This delicate task seems to be pecu-
liarly the high function of a wise and loving
mother.” ‘

Duckworth & Co., Henrietta Street, Covent
Garden, W. C., London,

dE THEOSOPHIST—January.—* Hyder-

abad (Deccan), the 14th of September,
1883,

“The undersigned have much pleasure in

certifying to the following intellectual achisve-
ment by Vedanta Dasigacharya of Therervel
lur, Madras Presidency, of which they were
oye-witnesses.

“ The Acbarya, having arranged ten of usin
two lines simultaneously kept in mind, and
did the following eleven things:

I, “Played a game of chess without sesing
the board.

1L *Carried on a conversation upon various
subIjecbs. .

I{I. *Completed a Sanscrit sloka from the
first line given, .

1V, “Multiplied five figures by a multiplier
of four figures.

V. * Added a sum of three columns each, of
eight rows of figures. .

VI, *Committed to memory a Sanscrit sloka
of sixteen words—the words being given him
out of their order, and at the option of the
tester.

Vil. *Completed a ‘ magic square’, in whioch
the separate sums in the severa) squares added
up to a total named, whether tried horizonti-
cally or verrioally.

VIil. “Without seeing the chessboard, di-
rected the movements of a knight so that it
should make the oircuit of the board within
the outline of a horse trgee® 6k it, and enter
no other squares thai those. '

IX, “Completed X second magit square with
a ditferent number\from that in the above.
named. . /

X. *Kept count of the'strokes of a bell rung
by a gentieman present.

X{, “Committed to memory two sentences
in spanish, given on the same system as No.
VIA. and correctly repeated the same at the
end.
“Ag a study in mnemonics this was a most
instruotive experiment. The Acharya has, it
seems, acquired the power of creating in his
miad for each of the several things he does, a
separate mnemonic point, or thought-centre,
and around this forces the ideas relatiog to it
to cluster and group themselves.”

Signed by H. 8. 0Olcott and-eight other mem
bers ot the Suciety.

The January Theosophist also contains the
‘““General Report of the Twenty third Anm-
versary of the Theosophical Society.” at the
headquarters, Adyar, Madras, Dec. 27, 1898,

From the report we learu that the Theoso-
phists are represented in almost all partsof
the world, and the interest in the philosophy,
and number of sucieties are steadily growing.
. l‘é:eo\op isal society’s Headquarters, Adyar,.

adarae, .

ke
Ty

I

opened the handsomely bound volume entitled
" A Happy Year,” written by Miss Abby Jud.
ton. Not only Is the cover handsome—an or-
nament to any table or bookoase—but the
binding s fex(ble, and of light welght, so you
may have thly spfrltual oompanion ever with
you. Thisls a great advantage, for there are
some books and some people we would have
always with us, We peed them, we need their
constant inspiration; and Miss Judson so
breathes her grand and beautiful soul Into all
that she writes and says, that with the poet we
OAD BAY
**8he speaks

A various lapguage: for his gayer hours

Sne has & volce of gladnens, and a smile,

And eloquence of beauty; aud she 5lldea

Knto his darker musings with & mi)

And healiog sympathy, that steals away

Thelr sharpness ere he is aware! *

A Happy Year! yes, 8 happy year for more
than one, These comforting letters have
pointed out the way to many a weary searcher
after light; many a soul has been led to clasp
hands with the angels; and, in faot, these let-
ters, now closely united in a home of red and
gold, are messages irom the soul realm for
sorrowing humanjty.

The first inspiration you will receive from
the book will raciate to you from the sweet
tace of the author whose pioture forms the
frontisplece. You will look at it long and
earnestly and then fall to cogltating as to
what one must needs pass through to get so
much of heaven stamped upin the counte.
nanoe, beoause it seems to say—

" There I8 & calm for thogse who weep,
A rest for weary pllgrims found.’
and your heart will respond—
**Teach me half the gladness
That thy brain must kopow."

We know that every Spiritualist wants the
last publication, in book form, of this noble
worker for the elevation of man, flower, bird
and beast, It will be impossible to turn to
just the letter you want to read in your BAN
NER, but it will be possible if you have this
datnty little volume in your home, and you
act only can bave one yourself, but you can
purehase one for a needy friend ; for Miss Jud-
son wishing her comforting messages to reach
overy roul, has issued her book at the very low
price, 75 cents. ’

Miss Judson’s services to the world are an
exemolification of Miss Whiting's words:

“Life uplifted to God transoends death, and
those in the Seen and in the Unseen mest and
mingle in the deepest sympathy of spiritual
communion,” and we know

*The cheerful play
0! love and hope and courage’’
have brought a noble soul into perfect har-
mony with the Divine plan,
_Order ' A Happy Year " ¢f the author, Ar-
lington, N. J., or Banner (}f Light Pub. Co.

HE GOLDEN AGE CO0K-BOOK, by Hen-
rietta Latham D wight, is what we have
been looking for. Again and again have we
heard the remark, I would be a vegetarian if
I knew what to cook instead of meat.” Now
that question is answered between the hand-

some green and gold covers of the Golden Age
Cook- Book.”

'The author sent this book out into the world
not only to aid those who have decided to
adopt a bloodless diet, but also to plead for
protection for ‘‘the speechless ones” who,
baving come down through the centuries under
“the dominion of man'’, have in their eyes the
mute, appealing look of the helpless and op-
pressed.

And agaip, “If the cruelty and injustice to
animals are nothing to us, we have still an-
other argument to offer—the brutalization of
the men who slaughter that we may eat flesh.”
Icis stated that they are marked out by the
police as the most dangerous part of the com-
munity. The police can trace their criminal
work because “there is a peculiar turn of the
knife which men learn to use in the slaughter-
house, for, as the living creatures are bronght
to them f)y machinery, these men slit their
throats as they pass by. That twist of the
wrist i5 the characteristic of most crimes with
the knife committed amongst the Chicago
population.”

1t hardly seems necessary to offer any further
argument in favor of a vegetarian died, and we
extend a hearty welcome to the * Golden Age
Cook-Book”, compiled for the vegetarian, and
hopse that only vegetarian cook books will be
admitted into our homes.

The following words are found at the close
of the preface, and are imputed to Pythagoras:

“Suffer the ox to ploagh, and impute his
death to age and nature’s hand. -

“ Lot the sheep continue to yield us shelter-
ing wool, aud the goats the produce of their
loaded udders.

** B inish from among you nets and snaresand
painrul artifices.

* Conspire no longer against the birds, nor
scare the meek deer, nor hide with frand the
orooked hook..,.

** But lot your mouths be empty of blood, and
satinfied with pure and natural repasts.”
(Prige, 81.25).

The Alliance Publishing Co., *“ Life’’ Build-
ing, New York.

Order ot Banner of Light Publishinz Co.

OSPEL OF THE STARS, or Wonders of

Astrology, by Gabrie!l (James Hingston,

A. B, Graduate of Oxford), a book written f.r

the purpose of informing the general public

more fally as to what astrology is and what
claims it hes to be ranked as a science,

The author has given a pioture of astrelogy
ag it was in the past, dwelling on the glories of
its career, and showing why it is as worthy of
esteem in our day as it was in the days of long
ago. He has shown in his history of astrology
and in the horoscopes of notable people that
the signs and planets influence human beings,
and that those persons who heed their warn.
ings obtain benefits which are not otherwise
obtainable.

Asgin everything else, ignorant people pre-
gent the subject to the public in a manner that
brings astrology into uisrepute among those
who do not understand. Gabriel says of those
who practice astrology in this fashion: * Now,
I do not say that these men are impostors.
‘They have as muoch right to call themselves
astrologers as ouar hysteric, wishy-washy
writers have a right to call themselves novel
ist3, or as boys in the office of a metropolitan
daily have a right to c¢all themselves journal.
ists. Bat they are not astrologers.”

The book is interesting, and we feel that
the author has succeeded in his object of assist-
ing in * popularizing the once famous but long
neglected science or art of astrology ”, at any
rate such is the verdiot of some who have
made the subject & study, and some who have
not. (Price $1.00)

Continental Publishing Co., 25 Park Place,
New York. Order of Banner of Light Pub. Co.

HE COMING LIGHT.—The editor of this

wide-awake magazine has ever the courage

of her conviotions, and fearlessly attacks any

subject needing public attention; among other

things ““Newspaper Government” is given a

leading place in the February editorials, and is
well worth repeating:

" Grove Johnson’s parody, ‘ A government of
the newspapers, by the newspaPers, and for
the newspapers,’ deserves fame almost equally
with Lincoln's original utterance. It isdoubt
ful if the chief funciion of the newspaper is
any longer that of gathering and publishing
the news, or that of refleoting public opinion.
On the contrary, the great metropolitan daily
devotes itself, even ostensibly, to the creation
of publio opinion, and the development of po-
litical situations. There are journals which
boast their power to make war, negotiate
peace, formulate the policy not only of an ad
ministration, but also of a8 general national
movement, or an era of history, The boast is
not altogether without a baais in fact, for news.
papers are irequently able to make an actual
demonstration of thelr power to direct the for-
tunes of a lucal community, and even of a na-
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Pl & bottlo or ocomndon jidas with your
waterand let 1t stand twenty-four hodrs; »
sediment ur settling Indioates an nnhealthy

condition of the kidneys: 1f it atalos your
linen it 18 evidonoe of kidney trouble; too fre-
quent desire to pass it or Ealn in the baok i
also convinoing proof that the kidueys aud
bladder are out of order,

WHAT TO DO,

There Is comfort in the knowledge 80 often
expressed, that Dr, Kilmer's SBwamp-Root, the
great kidney remedy fulfills every wish in our-
ing rheumatlsm, pain in the back, kidne)s,
liver, bladder, and every part of the urinary
passage, It corrects inability to hold water,
and scaldiog paip in pasing it, or bad effeots
following use of liguor, wine or beer, and uver-
comes that unplearant necessity of belng com-
pelled to go o'ten during the day, and to get up
many times during the nigh. The mild and the
extraordinary effect of Swamp. Root is soun re
allzed. It stands the hizhest for ics wopderful
oures of the most distressing ¢ 18es, If you need
a medicine yon should have the best. Sold by
druggists in fifty cent and one dollar sizes.

You may have » sample bottle of this won.
derful discovery and a book that tells more
about it, both sent abgoiutely free by mall,
Address Dr, Kilmer & Co., Binghamton, N, Y,
When writing mention that yon read this gen-
erous offer in the Boston BANNER oF LiaRrT,

vt o]

tion, Now when we remember that a newspa-
per means oulﬂ a small number of men, just &
few oitizens like the rest of ue, just as faltible,
with no vulid elaims to a superior wisdom, with
no signs of exceptional purity of motives, and
indeed too often characterized chiefly by prej-
udice, selfishness, and a sordiu lust for gaiu,
the tremendous influer ce of the press in Amrr-
ioap social and political life iy a new, strange,
puzzling 1act, and even a matter for profound
concern. Are we really to be governed in this
way? *‘Well, what’s the use of asking such a
question?’ the newspapers will say; ‘' What
are you going to do abous it anyhow?'”’
621 O’Farrell street, Sin Francisco.

HE LIGHT OF THE EAST.—* A seed s
the smallest of things, and yet In it are
involved infinite possibilities. So a thought

may appear insignificant, yel it is a mental
seed that may in the course of its growth and
evolution redeem a world.”

*The true aim of life is the working out of
the bigh ideal embracing the two-fold peifec-
tion of social and 1ndividual progress. Every
condicion of life while retsi ung its peculiar
virtues is t) prow by assimilating those of
otbers normally and naturally. Activity,
pbysical, intellectual and moral, is the normal
coudition of life, while inertia and objectless
existence is worse than death ”

Published by the Propiistor, 20 Grey street,
Calcutta.

A CURE FOR ASTHMA.
Asthma sufterers need no longer leave home and

buslaess iu order to be cured, Nature has procuced *

a vegetableremedythat will permanently cure Astuma;
and ali disesses of the Juugs and brunchial tuber.
Havlog tested 118 woudertul curative powers (o thou-
sauds of cases (with a record of 90 per cent. perma-
neutly cured), and desiring to relieve human suffuring,
I will send free ot charge to all sufferers from Asthma,
Consumption, Catarrh, Bronehitis and nervous dls-
eases, this recipe, iv German, Freuch or English, with
full directions for prepariug aud using., Sent hg{mall.
Address with stamp, vaming this paper, W. A. Noyes,
920 Powers’ Block, Rochester, N. Y.

To the Liberal-Minded.

Ag the * BANNER of LicaT Establishment ”
is ow an ivcorporated inefitution, we give
below the form in which a beque:t should be
worded in order to stand the test of law, should
any one feel impressed to bequeath something
to assist us in carrying on ihe good work in
which we have for so many years been engaged :

* give, devise and bequeath unto the ‘Ban.
NER oF Ligut PuBLIsSHING CoMPANY,’ of
Boston, Massachusetts, or its successors [here
insert the description of the property to be
willed, and the manner in which the donor de-
sires the same to be expended, which request
will be faithfully carried out}, strictly upon
trust, that its officers sball appropriate and ex.
pend the same in such way and mabpner as they
shall deem expedient and proper for the pro.
mulgation of vhe dootrine of the immortality
of the soul and its eternal progression.”

For Over Fifty Years

MRes. WINSLOW’S SOOTHING SYRURhas heen used for
children teething. It soothes the child, softens the
gums, allays all pain, cures wind colfe, and {s the best
mme&y tor Diarrhoea. Twenty-4ive cents a bottle,

DR. MACK’S

SRNLOIN EMULSION

Cures Influsnza, Coughs, Colds, Bronchitis, Asthma
Bore Throat, Hoarseness, Loss of Voice, Ineipi-
ent Consumption, Shortness of Breath,
Weakness of the Lurgs, and
Diseases of the Respira-
tory Organs.

CLERGYMEN, PUBLIC SPEAKERS, VOCALISTS, ET0.

Suffering from Hoarseness and Loss of Volce, find that &
few doses enable them to fulfill thelr engagements,

TESTIMONIALS.
BOARTON, Nov. 11, 1897.
Drar 8ir—I have used ** Dr, Mack’s Benzoin Emulsion *
in my family for several years, and highly recommend its
use to the public in casesof asthwa, inflammation or lrri.
tation of the throat, coughs and colds, and bronchia
troubles, Very truly, GEro. M. BTRARNS.
No. 1 Beacon street.

BOSTON, MASS., Nov, 12, 1887.
DEAR S81R—Permit me to add my testimony to the t
medical value of Dr, Mack's Benzoin Kmulslon. I have
used It with signal success in acute and chronic bronchitls,
and other throat affections. Also, I find it of much value
fn sliaying the irriiating cough of pneumonia, and ina
case of consumption it relleved the cough after all of my
efforts had been exhsusted without avall. Iam famillar
with its composition and ingredients, and therefore can

speak autboritatively,  Very truly,
WILLIAM A, HALY, M. D.

This Excellent Remedy has been extensively used in
private practice for many years in England and America,
and hasalways proved MOST SPEEDY AND EFFIOACIOUS
IN 118 ACTION, which renders it INVALUABLE in all Diffi.
culties of the }iekpmtory Organg, not only for Adults, bug
also for INFANTS AND OHILDREN,

Price 50 and 25 cents per bottle.

Mailed Sostpald on recelpt of price by BANNER OF
LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.
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NEW AND BEAUTIFUL SONGS,

With Music and Choraus.

BY 0. . LONGLEY.

We will Meot You in the Momm%.vLmIo Birdie’s done e
Rest. Open the Gates, Beautitul World., Echoes from Be-
E(g;d the Vell, with fiute oblixuto. Sweet Summer-Land
es. Gentle Words and Loving Hearts, four Darling Is
Not Bleeping. Vacant Stands Her Little Ohalr, Back from
the Silent d. What Shall Be My Angel Name? Glad
Here To-day. Ever 1'll Remember Thee.
Love's Galden O, re ed, All are Wamnq Over
There. Open Those f‘wly @ates of Light. They'll Wal.
come Us Home To-morrow. Mother's Love Purest and Best.
There are Homes Over Ther¢, On the Mountsins of Light,
The el Kigsoth Me. I Love to Thipk of Old Times,
We' Be Gathered Home, a Thin Vetl Betwosn
Us, When the Dear Ones Gather at Home. Home of My
Besutiful Dreams. Chilld of the @olden Sunshine. Beaa.
titnl Home of the Boul, Cox&%ln thﬁ Beaut, i of
Light. I am Going to My Honbs, In Heaven We'll Know
Our Own, Love's Golden . Our Beautiful Home Over
There. The City Just Over the Hill. The Golden Gates are
Left Ajar, Two Little Shoos and a Ringlet of Hair, We'ld
All Meet Again In the Morning Land. Beautifnl Home
Above. We’re 0o , Slster Mary. Gathe Flowersin
Heaven. Who Bin, Child to Blesp? Oh! Come, for my
Poor Hearv s B . Ouce 18 was Soft Blue Xyes.
'F‘ The above songs are in Sheet Music. B8ing e 60pies
cents; § coples for §1.00, R
We'll All Meet Again In the Morning Land (with
portralt of Annle Lord Chamberlaln)............ 35 oo,
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING OO
80w .

THE SIXTH SENSE; or. Eleotrioity. A
Story for the Masses. “S MARY E. BUELL.
tory so interestingly told thas
each Indlvidual character of its dramatis persons speedil
comes to be regarded Ly the reader as a familfar lalnz
ance, and all of them as every-day assocliates. One‘g? 1880
gossesaes spiritual gifts, being both clairvoyant and elairan.

{ent; and, added to these, a clear perception of the philoso-
phxiand phenomena of Modern 8p rltuSlsm.

the course of the parrative much Is explained that s

invest! the sn y
nmemﬂﬁm&” et ad

This is a fine and pleasing

roblematic to those new!

£0T panos, substansias Do chon e 20
pages, substay und in clo € .
Forsu by BANNKR OF LIGHT FUBLISHING o ¢

’
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o _BANNER OF LIGHT. =

. BANNER OF LIGHT BOOKSIORE,

o SPROIAL NOTICR.

P?NHB OF 11GRT PURLISNING
ANY located ot O Bosworth Street (from
remont Mireet), Boston, Muss, keeps for
sile,n complete unsortment of Npiritunl, Pro-
[ ive Bel‘m-mntor{ aud Mixcelinneons Hooks
u'Whofomlo and RRetnll,

xrMs CARIL—~Ordors for Books, to o sont by Xxproas,
must be accompanfed by atlorat feast tinif ensh; (he hals
ance, If any, must be pakd C. 0. D, Orders for Books, to ho
sont ‘)y Mn{l. must nvarlably he aecompanted by eash to tio
smount of each order, Fractlonal parts of a dollar cin
be remitted in postago stamps,

Remittances can Do snfely sent by an Express Money Or-
der, which will he tssned by any of the large Express Com.
pantes. Sums under #5.00 can bo sent fu that manner fors
cernts.

In quoting from THE BANNLIt care should bo taken
to mngu‘sll between editprial artieles and correspond-
ence, Ourcolmnns are opgp for the expression of lmper-
sonal free thought, but we Ao not endorse all tho varled
shades of opluion to whighl correspondents may glve utter.

ance.

& No atwﬁtlon 1 pald to anonymous communications,
Namo and add) writer 15 fndispensablo a3 & guaranty
of .good falth. We cannot undertake to preserve or return
sanceled articles,

Nowspapers sent to this ofice containing matter for
tnspection, sﬂlould be marked by a Hne drawn around the
artlcle or artleles in question,

Bamer of Aight,

BOSTON, SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 1899,

I88UED EVERY TIHURSDAY MORNING FOR THE WEEK
ENDING AT DATE,

Eulered'at the Post-Office, Boston, Mass., as Second-Class
© Matter.

'PUBLICATION (FFICE AND BOOKSTORE

No. 9 Bosworth Street, corner Province Street,
/(Lower Floor.)

A A AN

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL AGENTS,
THE NEW ENGLAND NEWS COMPANY,
14 Franklin Street, Boston, Mass.
THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY,
89 and 41 Chambers Street, New York.

Issued by

BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY,

Isance B, Rich ..o, President.
Fred. G. Tuttle.......ooovniiviinnnianni., Trensurer,

Harrison D, Barrett............. Editor-in-Chief.

Matter for publication must be addressed to the
EDITOR, All business letters should be forwarded to the
BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY,

RATES.

ADVERTISING
25 cents per Agate Line,
DISCOUNTS.

8 months .

18 &

...10 percent,
25 [{} 1]

OR,
200 lines to be used inone year..,
" 13 4 “ 13 ..

1'000 [0 “ (g “ [11

80 per cent. extra for special position.

Specinl Notices forty cents per line, Minion,
ench innertion.

Notices in the editorial columns, large type,
lended matter, fifty cents per line,

No extra charge for cuts or double columns,
Width of .column 2 7-16 inches,

™ Advertisments to be renewed at continued
rates must be left at our Oflice before 12 M, on
Saturday, 2 week in ndvance of the date whereen
they are to appear,

The BANNER OF LIGUT cannot wetl andertake to vouch for
the henesty of 1ts many advertisers. Advertisements which ap
pear fair and honorable upon their face are accepted, and
whenever it 1s made known that dishonest or 1mproper persons
are ustug our advertising columns, they are at once inlerdicted,

We requeest patrons to notify us promptly in case they discover
8 our columns advertisements of parties whom they have
proved (o be dishonorabdle or unworthy of confidence.

To Our Correspondents,

The increasing demands that are constantly
being made upon our space have rendered it
imperative for us to make a decided change in
the publication of the reports of local meetings
ingrarious sections of the country. Hereafter
brief, crisp, newsy notes will take the place of
the lenpthy reports, many of which, barring
change of date, could be published overy week,
80 nearly alike are they in subject matter,
names of the participants, and general style of
composition. We believe that the interests of
all local societies will be better subserved
through brief items of news than through the
present methods, while we know that the space
thus taken can be utilized to much better ad-
vantage in behalf of the Cause as a whole. We
are anxious to place the news before our read-
ers, but news does not require several para-
graphs tostate one fact, We must be just to our
readers throughout the nation, and in foreign
lands, hence must present such matter as will
be acceptable to the greatest number of peo-
ple, A good lecture will be gladly published,
also reliable data with respect to scientifically
proved phenomena, and occasional statements
as to the status of the Cause in the several
.States of the Union, and in foreign countries.
In a word, we shall continue to make the BAN-
NER OF L1icut the paper of the people and for
the people, an educational, progressive, up-to-
date journal in every sense of the word.

P+
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£ Maj. A. H, Andrews, one of the true and
tried Spiritualists of this city, had the misfor
tune to break his left ankle Feb. 6 in I'itchburg,
Mass, Heisimprovingslowly, and reports that
he hopes to be able to greet his friends at spirit-
ual gatherings in the near future. Maj. An-
drews has our sincere sympathy in his great
misfortune, and our best wishes for a speedy
recovery.

53> Mr. Warren A. Rodman, Sec’y of the
Metapby sical Club of Boston, read a splendid
paper on the subject of **Happiness” before
the Unity Club of Needbam, Mass., Monday
evening, Feb. 27. It was an able effort, and
was heartily enjoyed by all who were privi-
leged to hear it.

5™ Avother friend writes us that he is sev-
enty-six years of age, a firm Spiritualist for
fifty years, but is now dependent upon those
not in sympathy with his religion, and he is
too roor to take the BANNER oF Licur, And
there are many such.

B&™ Oar esteemed friend, B. Frank Schmid,
of Indianapolis, Ind., ably discusses the prison
question in a recent issus of the News of that
city. Bro. Schmid is up to date on all ques-
{ione pertaining to human progress.

g3 Michigan is not so slow, as the following
comments from the Boslon Ilerald indicate:

* Apropos of tinkering the liquor laws,
here ‘s & scheme from Michigan thac possesses
the charm of novelty. 'I'nere it is solemnly
proposed to decrease the namber of the cu.-
tomers of saloons, and cities and towns may
issae drink licenses at a uniform price of five
dollars, This name and numoer of every li-
censee must be published, so that every com-
mupity may know who are its thirsty souls.
‘No saloon-keeper may sell & man a drink antil
he produces & license, These doouments are
not transferable.”

A Lotter and & Reply.

‘l’o‘!‘hl Rditor of the Banner of Light:

Dear 8ly: Wil' vou plense explatn why the
BANNEn oF Liantr has such conflicting edlto-
rials an we find In **Bophistry,” Jan, 21, and
* Ho. Yor I'raedom,” nnd ** Witohoralt,” in the
BANNER o1 Lianr Jan, 28, 18007

Are you sorious, honest, in asking for laws
to compel mediums and spirits to come before
a commission to give tests? Do you think you
o1 ‘compel splirits to come bofore you? Do
vou remember the history of the Catholle and
Protestant people in Kuarope in & period of
about three androd years having killed over
nine million people by the most horrid torture?
the priests and ministers trying to control all
gpiritual powers to be of them?

Do you honestly think the people of this
State have such obsolete intellects as to restore
the old witcheraft system of laws as you pro-

ose? Where did you get such ldeas? Oris
Ft a band of darkspirits about you and you are
-their medinm?

The above letter is typical of the attitude
assumed by many who say they are Spiritual-
ists without adducing any evidence to substan-
tiate their claim, We have never assumed that
we have any right to think and decide for
others, but we have always maintained that it
is the duty of the Spiritualist press, Tz BAN-
NER OF Ligur in particular, fo point out the
dan zers that beset Spiritualism by presenting
such facts to the public as will enable Spiritu-
alists and investigators to avoid the pitfalls of
fraud and deception that have been dug for the
credulous and unwary who believe every one
honest because they themselves are Lonest.
We also hold that Truth needs n> apologist to
defend it,and that its interests are only served
by living up to its divine behests.. No man can
be truthful, honest or sincere who believes in
dishonesty and evil doing. We therefore hold
that it is our duty to expose wrong doing,
fraud and deception whenever they are made
known,

Our correspondent’s categorical gquestions
are interesting. In the first place there is ab-
golutely no conflict between the editorials
he names. The keenest logician in the land,
while he might not accept our conclusions,

ould solemnly testify to their direct and lit-
eral agreement. In * Sophistry ’’ we protested
againbtthe debasing of mediumship, and the
prostitutiod of p3ychio terms to base and igno-
ble purposes. In ** Witchcraft” we protested
against mediums assuming an attitude that
would place them in company with fortune.
tellers, We referred to the obsolete law of
George 11. most scathingly, and asked if it
could be possible to count phrenology, palmis-
try, etc., as witcheraft. We put inan earnest
plea for the genuine mediums in both articles,
and said that the BANNER oF LieHT stood
raady to defend any and all such to the extent
of itspower. ‘

Evidently our critic does not want us to
advocate the cause of the true mediume, for
he comp'ains when we say that we shall defend
them whenever need may require. Does it
logically follow that he wants fortune.tellers,
frauds, fakirs and counterfeiters defended,
and is he aggrieved because we decline to
train in any such company? We hope not.

We have not asked, in either editorial, for a
commission to test mediums; we only stated
that it might be a good thing to have legisla-
tion forbidding the application of psychic ter-
minology to criminal practices by the classes
to whom we have referred. Science always
proves its claims by demonstration, and it
would do no harm to have spiritualistic science
do the same thing, under conditions that would
be just to both the medium and the Cause of
Truth,

We have never sought to compel spirits to
coms before us, but we believe we could do so
if we tried, under the application of hypnot-
ism with which wehave considerable acquaint-
ance. Spirits have persistently sought our
presence for many, many years, all of whom
have united in teaching us that wise spirits
would come to us, if we called them, to aid us
in gaining information for ourselves and others,
Wise spirits have come, and have taught us to
be on our guard against fraud and imposture,
and to defend truth and honesty with life it-
self whenever necessary. Wehave obayed these
monitions, and because we have done so, our
critic complains again! Doss it therefore fol-
low that he has only had the company of igno-
rant spirits, who have led him to believe that
wrong is right, and evil good ?

To his next two questions we have only to

say that witcheraft has long since been out-
grown and\that no person of discernment
would ever lyint at the absurd idea that we be-
lieved in or/were advocates of witcheraft legis.
lation. / '
His assértion that we favor any legislation
based upon medieval ignorance is a phantasm
of his imagination, Our ideas of truth and
rignteousness, peculiar and perhaps unpopular
though they may be, are our own, due to our
experiences in life, We were taught to be-
lieve in truth telling, in right doing, in noble
living, in honesty, sobriety, and strict moral-
ity, and our experiences have shown us that
these principles are the truest of guides. Does
our critic believe otherwise?

The band of spirits with which we .associate
is one whose spiritual impress is 8o bright as
to enable us to see thut all souls have within
them the possibilities of improvement, and we
can therefore even excuse our critic’s last
question. He will sometime be led to see that
wore there no dark spirits on earth, there could
be none in higher spheres, and that, if he
would have more light in this world, he must
with his own hand, remove the scales of self-
ishness, hatred, bigotry and lack of knowledge
from his own eyes here and now. Our medi.
umship makes us no man’'s slave, but every
man’s friend, as well as the earnest defender
of truth, honesty, justice and morality among
men. If our correspondent prefers a mediam-
ship of an opposite nature, that is his privi-
lege; but a8 he is destined to progress eter
nally, he will sometime, somehow, somewhere,
be led into the larger light of the clearer truth
of spirituality where he, too,.will be ready
and willing to defend the eternal principles of
truth as earnestly as the BANNKER OF LIGHT
does to-day.

£3=Ernest S. Green has an interesting article
in a recent number of Living Issues, the able
anti-Catholic organ in San Francisco, Cal,, en-
titled “ War with the Filipinos.,” Mr. Green
argues very logically, and withal, very conclu-
gively, that the contest between the Americans
and the Filipinos is due to the intrigues of the
Jesuits and other emissariesof Rome. Wecon-
foss that we have long suspected that such was
the case, but we ask ia the words of an ex- Tam-
many saint, * What are the American people

going to do abopt it?”” Doesn’t Roman infla-

ence prevail in government circles in Wash

ington? Isn’t Archbishop Ireland the. right.

band man in the affairs of Scate? Doesn’t he
get his orders directly from the Pope of Rome?

The History of Splritualism.

In another oolumn our readers will find &
vigorous artlole from the trenchant pen of
that gifted writer, Dr. J. M. Peobles, upon t,!_m
necosslty of having an ncourato history of
Spiritualism propared by one of the pionoers
of the movement, and names Lyman C. Howo
s the one preéminently qualified for that im-
portant work, Two years ago the Presldent
of the National Spirituslists’ Assoclation made
the same recommendation, and named Mr.
Howe as the man who should be called upon
to fill the position of historlan, We feel that
the history of.our'movemeunt should be brought
down to date at the earliest possibie moment,
and we certainly endorse the suggestions above
mentioned with respect to Mr, Howe, Our
ploneers are rapldly passing into the reaims of
the spirit-world, and it will soon be very diffi
cult to ascertain the litgral truth with regard
to Spiritualism in its earliest years. ‘

Mr, Howe has been before the spiritualistic
public forty-five years, and knows of the strug-
gles, the vioissitudes, and sufferings of many
of our ploneer workers. 1le has had personal
contact with nearly all of our prominent Spir-
itualists, and is so signally free from jealousy
and envy as to be able to deal justly by all of
his contemporaries on the platform and among
tire laymen. Ile would stay his hand rather
than injure any persow in the slightest degree;
indeed, his chief fault would more likely be to
endow them all with greater talents than they
possessed, aud give them greater credit than
they deserved, while he would say very little
of himself or of his work. We applaud Dr.
Peebles’ sugzestion, and wish the National
Spiritualists’ Association had sufficient funds
at its command to undertake the work at
once. Such a history as would be complete,
and give all of the important facts connected
with spiritualistic work, should fill several vol-
umes, and it would cost a large sum to prepare
and publish them. The salary of the historian
ghould be at least a living one and expenses
while traveling in search of data.

Several Spiritualists in private conversation
have stated that they would contribute to a

is ki ided Mr. Howe was to |.
fund of this kind, provide ; 0 ‘should be taxed, and so should that of secta-

be made the historian, If one hundred per-
sons will give one hundred dollars each for
this important work, sufficient money would
be in hand to pay for the writing and publica-
tion of a reliable history, We believe that
that work should be under the supervision of
the National Spiritualists’ Association, there-
fore feel that the money to pay for it should
be placed initstreasury for the purpose named.
By all means let the history of Spiritualism be
written, and written by one whose long expa.
rience, versatility and education have fitted
him for the work. Thers are others equally
as able and well qualified for the work as Mr,
Howe, but nons of them are apparently avail-
able, while it is well known that he is, and he
has earned recognition at the hands of his
brethren everywhere by his long and faithful
service in behalf of Spiritualism. Let one hun-
dred men and women who want the history of
Spiritualism written and published, make'that
fact known through their subscriptions to
the National Spiritualists’ Association history
fund, Pledge your hundred dollars each, pay
the same when duse, and a historian will soon
be at work.

" Jastice,

New York justice in many instances is a de-
oided anomaly to every fair-minded citizen of
this great nation. Moore, the ** badgerer,”
gets nineteen years in the penitentiary for his’
treatment of Martin Mahon; a well merited
sentence, yet Moore's wife, as guilty as he, if
not more 8o, secured a partial triumph at her
first trial through the disagreement of the
jury. Her second trial has been called, but is
being postponed from time to time, with the
ostensible end in view of preventing a re-trial
of the case. Why should she, if equally guilty
agiher husband, be permitted to escape from
the full penalty of her iniquitous crime?

Another instance of 80 called justice in New
York, is the sentence imposed upon the noto-
rious Henry R, Rogers, the bogus medium. He
not only obtained peoples’ money under false
pretense, but he also assaulted an officer of the
law with intent to do bodily harm through the
mediumship of a hatchet, yet he gets only three
months in the penitentiary! It is certainly a
miscarriage of justice against which the moral
sense of every intelligent man and woman vig*
orously protests. A ocase like this merits the
full penalty of the law, and we Liope that those
whom he has defrauded will take steps to com-
pel him to make good their losses at the earli-
est opportunity. -

Fhere i8 no crime 80 black as that of traffick-
ing in the sacred loves of suffaring mortals,
mourning in the agony of despair over the
transition of their loved ones. Such parsons
as Rogers can do it without s qualm of con-
science, and escape with only a light sentence
for their nefarious actions. It proves that the
Spiritualists of this nation have something
more to do than to * point with pride” to the
progress of Spiritualism during fifty years, and
to sit in seraphic anticipation of the coming of
the angels to fill their mouths with heavenly
manna, and their souls with unspeakable joy.
It is now apparent that the ends of justice de-
mand hard, honest work in thorough house-
cleaning on the part of Spiritualists. They
must weed out every form of bogus medium-
ship, and warn the public against every fraud
now in their ranks. Others, equally guilty as
is Rogers, should be shown that they can no
longer trample with impunity upon the prinei
ples of right and honesty, and that outraged
justice will at last demand full compensation
for its woes. Spiritualists, the work awaits
you! Will youdo it?

E&=Rev, Dixon, a Boston preacher, found
the doors of his church closed and barricaded
against him last Sunday, but he held two ser-
vices on the church steps, despite the pouring
rain, with about one hundred people in attend-
ance. Rain did not seem to dampen the ardor
of his flock, even if they could not shelter
themselves from it. Many Spiritualists felt so
grieved over the wet weather that they re-
fused to attend their meetings at all. What a
contrast between a sincere Christian and g
fair-weather Spirigualisbl

EF= Dr. T. A, Bland is doing effective work
against the proposed medical law in Illinois,
by personal interviews with the members of
the Legislature at Springfield. The Doctor is
in his element when he is permitted to fight
monopoly. We wish him every sucopss in his
present contest. :

5™ We are plem:i‘ to announce that new
editions of the largely sought works of A, J.

Davis are now on hand.  We await your orders,

which will be promptly filled.

The Medleal Question,

The annual report of the Board of Reglstra-
tlon In mediolno for tho yoar 1808 18 at last be
fore the pub'ie, As we have herotofore out-
lined, it contalns several stringent amend.
monts, which, If adopted, will make the path-
ways of all so-onlled irregular physiolany de-
cidedly thorny henooforth, We belleve in
medical freedom in the broadest sense, henoe
shall oppose these amendments to the extent
of our ability, but we cannot refrain from say-
Ing that those affected by the proposed luw are
the ones who ought to do something: in their
own bebalf., They might do something for
a Defense League, and support organizations
for the defense of human rights, if they
were once made to feel the power of so dras-
tic & measure as is the one proposed by the
Board of Registration. .We believe in help-
ing those who try to help themselves, buf
we confess to a foeling of extreme weari-
ness when people refuse to lift a fiager in
their own behalf, until®* ths thumbsorews are
about to be fastensd upon them, under the
mistaken idea that the ange! world will take
care of them, Such ones are usually the very
first to rend those who have tried to succor
them with the sharpest weapons of villifica-
tion, slander and malice,

Cexutina of Catesh Peapieiy.

The Christian paople in California arejmak-
ing an effort tosecure the exemptian ‘of church
and sectarian schodl property from taxation
throuzh the repeal of{the law Jenforcing the
same. It iyeven propased to submitlithe ques-
tion t> the people in{the form ofian amend-
ment to the Constitution of the State, prohib-
itiny such taxation hereafter. This question
is one in which all Spiritualists arelvitally in-
terested, and we trust that every voter in the

Golden State, who believes in the doctrine of |

equal rights for all, will register his vote against
any amendment of that kind, Itis anattempt
to make religion a matter of State regulation,
and will be followed by o*her subversive meas-
ures that will make religions liberty almere
farce hereafter, Church property of all kinds

rian schools, If exemptionis to be made in
favor of any class of paople, let-it ba of the wid-
ows’ and orphans’ homes, aud of the unfortu-
nate, worthy poor. Wealthy churches are
abundantly able to piy their share of the ex-
panses of the goverament under which they
enjoy 8o many privileges,

The English Sparrow.

A recent edict on the part of the authorities
of -+ 'vof Boston pronounces the dsom of
the English sparrow. This bird has indeed be-
come a great pest, and for the sake of perpetu-
ating our native American birds, should be
exterminated. Thus far we agres with the
Boston officials, but the question arises who
shall do the exterminating? We are decidedly
oppased to offering prizes to young boys of any
sum or sums of money for several dozen of the

heads of the birds. They will learn to kill |4

easily enough without being encourazed in
doing 8o by the city authorities. Men of sound
judgment and humane impulses should be del-
egated to do this work., Then the public would
have the assurance that cruelty and delight in
killing would not subject the offending birds to
torture of any kind. If the sparrow must go
let his exit b3 mads as painless as possible, and
in no event should any incentive be given to
young boys to induc3 them to engage in the
work of slaughter,

Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Lease.

This well-known champion of freedom is to de-
liver her first lecture to a Boston audience on
Sunday, March 26, at 8 .3, in Odd Fellows
Hall, Berkeley St. Sheis known throughoutthe
nation as the eloguent defender of the rights of
labor, the fearless advocate of political and so-
cial equality for women, and the zealous oppo-
nent of monopolistic injustice in every form.
Wherever she has spoken she has been greeted
by large audiences, and we trust that the peo-
ple of Boston will turn out en masse to give
her a royal welcomse to the Metropolis of New
England, Men and women of all shades of re-
lizious belief, and widely divergent political
views will find much to interest them in the
utterances of Mrs, Lease. Without question,
ghe ig the foremost woman orator before the
public to-day, and it must b3 admitted that she
has very few superiors as a speaker among her
brethren of the sterner sex.

Rome Threatens.

Church Progress, the Roman Catholic weekly,
Sa'S:[?I;here are ten million Catholics in this
country, and we will see to it that Protestant
missionary enterprise does n’t repeat its nefa-
rious practices in the Philippines.”

Pretty plain talk, do u’t you think?—Liying
Issues.

Yes, very plain talk, but it would be equally
plain, and probably much stronger, had Prot-
estant authorities spaken upon thisquestion.
We don’t approve of the tyranny of Roman.
ism any more than doas Bro. Price, but we are
just as much opposed to the insidious assaults
upon religious liberty of which the Protestants
are guilty. Romanism is inimical to republican
institutions, but no more so than s Protest-
antism whenever opportunity offers itself,
Both of them should be prevented from ob-
taining any hold upon the secular institutions
in this country.

%= Jpirit Mediam Rogers, who wants to cet
out of the Tombs prison on a writ of habeas
corpus, was locked up there for licking a man
who attended one of his séances, and seized his
body while a spirit had it for materializing
purposes. Nobody knows whether it was Rog-
ers or the spirit occupying himthat committed
the assault, but there is no dispute about the
corpus, which is what Rogers wants to habeas
out of the Tombs. I would release him in a
minute if I were a court of justice, and repri-
mand the complainant, who had no call to be
in Rogers’ house. It would be much better if
sutceptible or receptive persons would stay
away from exercises where physical manifesta-
tions are Jikely to occeur. Of all places, & 86
ance is the last one in the world where the
audience is rxpected to catch the spirit of the
occasion.— Truth Seeker.

The above applies to all séances given by the
clags to which Rogers belongs. The sooner
Spiritualists unite in repudiating Rogers ‘and
his fakir brethren the better it will be for them
and for Spicitualism.

£3™ In referring to the third hearing on the
Osteopathio bill, the Boston Herald nalvely re-
marks:

** As usual, tho question of the official recog-
nition of another of the numerous pathies pro-
vokes a hot time in the committee hearings u
at the State House. If thers is one thing in
this world that the disciples of one pathy oan-

not ablide, it is the disciples of another pathy.”

Dr. George A. Fuller

is the regular speaker for the First Spiritual
Temple (Berkeley Hall) Society for the months
of March and April. No man is better quali-
fied than is Dr. Fuller to place the living truths
of the spiritual gospel before the masses. He
is an elogquent, magnetic and instructive
speaker, while his life is clear as an open .
book to all who are able to read charaoter,
and therefore reflects much credit upon Spir-
itualism. We hope our readers will greet him
every Sunday during his stay in Boston.

The Minneapo?is‘h[ass Meeting.

The State Spiritualist Agsociation of Minne- <
sota, in company with the National Spiritual-
ists’ Association of the United States of Amer-
ica, held a grand Mass Convention in Minneap-
olis, Feb, 21, 22, 23, The weather was all that
could be desired at the opening, and only a
trifle too cold at the close. < As.compared with
the weather of previous weeks, two degrees

above zero represented a tropical climate. I
was toid that chirty to forty-five degrees below
zero had been a common occurrence 1or weeks
previous to the opening of the convention. It
18 notimprobahle that the centering ot so much
spirituality at one common point caused the
much desired rise in the thermometer. :

The First Unitarian chureh, a commodjous
and elegantly appurtenanced stone structure,
having a seating capacity of five or six hun-
dred, had "been secured for the meeting, -Its
splendid location made it easy of access to cit-
izens from all parts of both Minneapolis and
8t. Paul, hence good audiences were the rule,
and not the exception throughout the conven-
tion. 1n fact, there was a steady increase in
numbers from session to session., The man-
agement had been disappointed in its endeav-
ors to secure platform test wediums from
abroad, but thelack in quantity wasmore than
made up in the excellent quality of the phe-
nomena presented by Minnesota’s home me-
iums, -

The morning of the first day was devoted to
an informal reception to President Harrison
D. Barrett of the National Spiritualists’ Asso-
ciation, Dr. N. F, Ravlin and other visitors
from abroad. Two pleasant hours were passed
in the exchange of social greetings, in the re.
newal of old acquaintances, and the happy
formation of new ones. At noon lunch was
gerved in the vestry of the church by the La-
dies Auxtliary to the State Association. The
ladies, by the way, furnished meals of most ex-
cellent quality throughout the convention, to
all who wished, at very reasonable rates, from
which source a very helpful revenue was de-
rived. The President, Mrs. Moore, Mrs. O, W.
Smith and their hard working assistants, did
allin their power to make every one happy,
and succeeded most admirably.

The afternoon meeting was called to order
promptly at 2:30 o’clock by Clarence D, Pruden,
Vice.President of the State Association. Mr.
Pruden stated that President J. S. Maxwell
had been unexpectedly called out of the eity,
and could not be with uson the opening day,
but would be found at his post the next morn-
ing, After a selection ot music Mrs. C. D.
Pruden, Chaplain of the State Association, of-
fered an 1mpressive invocation, followed by an
exquisite song by a trio of ladies, most touch-
ingly rendered.

In the avsence of Presilent Maxwell, the
delivery of the formal address of welcome de-
volved upon Vice President Pruden. He stated
that he had made no preparation for an emer-
gency of that kind, and found himself in @
most perplexing dilemma. He briefly reviewed
the bistory of the Minnesota State Spiritualist
Asgociation, and told of the causes that led to
its tormation. He spoke modestly of its good
work during the year, and clearly proved that
it had more than made good its cost financially
in the dienity and character it had given Spir-
itualism throughout the State. * It is only one
year old,” said Mr. Pruden, “yet it has waged
an earnest and effective battle against fraud
and immorality, and won a most signal tri-
umph over both.” In conclusion, he welcomed
all visitors to the city of Minneapolis, and to
the homes of its people:

After a fine vocal solo, Vice President Pru-
den introduced President Hanison D. Barrett
of the N. 8. A. to deliver the response to the
address of welcome, Mr, Barrett paid a trib-
ute to the State of Minnesota and its people,
and spoke brietly but feeiingly of what he per-
sonally'owed to both. tethen reterred to the .
excellent points in the address of weloome,
and went on to show the pressing need of sys-
tematic orgamzation throughout the nation.
His denunciation of fraud and chicanery.
brought forth deafening applause, in whioh it
was noticed that every medium present took a
leading part. He also spoke of the reforms
that counld only be brought about by & union of
effort, and closed his forty minute address
with an earnest appeal to the people present
to ally themselves with the local, State and
National Associations. He then accepted the
freedom of the city in the name of the visitors
from other sections of the State and from
abroad that had been offered them by Vice-
President Pruden, and promised toleave every-
thing in.gk good condition as found when the
time came to depart hence,

A song was then rendered by the audience,
after which Vice-Fresinent Pruden announced
that all of the mediums who were to give psy-
chical demonstrations that afternoon wers ill
with La Grippe, and could nos be present. In_
response to an urgent request Mrs. C. D, Pru.,
den consented to give afew tests of the pres-
ence of our arisen spirit friends. Her efforts

L.weroe completely successful, all tests being duly

acknowledged by the ones who received them.
Sue presented the phenomena in a quiet, digni-
fied manner, utterly devo d of sensationalism,
that earried conviction to all hearts. The tests
and messages were not given to Spiritualists of
forty or fitty years' standing, buat to parties
who were eutire strangers to the medium, and
the majority of wuhom were skeptics. These
two points are so rare in the averaze presenta-
tion of platform phanomena, that I deem them
worthy of a special mention and commenda-
tion in my report.

The evening mesting opened at 7 30, Vices
President Pruden in the chair, with a fine se-
lectlon of music, which was followed by an
invooation by Mrs, C. D, Pruden. A volunteer
quartet then rendered that choice selection,
“I'm a Pilgrim,” atter which Vice-President
Pruden, in a few waell chosen words, intro-
duced Dr. N. F. Ravlin ot San Francisco as the
speaker of the evening, Dr. Ravlin was warmly

P | received as he arose to speak, and thanked the

people klndlf for their hearty wolcome, He
8

announced h

subject to be *The Misslon of
proceeded to give o.1e of

Spiritualism,” an
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" OR THE GREAT SYMPOSIUM.

B ‘T”;T-l:le-,Jésus Christ Ques-

tion Settled.

~ “This elegantly bound volume of about

400 pages, by
DR. J. M. PEEBLES,

ontains the ripest thoughts and

richest soholarship of & number of the
most distinguished Liberalist and Spiritualist
‘authors, writers and debaters of this country.
"It 18 verily a Sympeosium by

) S, Loveland, ). B. Buchanan, -
Hudson Tuttle, B. B. Hill, Moses Hull,
Rabbl I, M. Wise, Col. R. G. Ingersoli,
W. E. Coloman and Others, upon Religious Subjects.

“The book was named by oneof J. J. Morse’s
! Spirit Controls,

”‘»‘Jesus, Man, Nedin m,Martyr,”

This magnificent volume racy and crisp,
treats of

Existence of Jesus und Mahomet, pro and con.
Of What Talmud Says About Jesus,
Origia of the Gospels.
" Ingersoll and Agnosticism.
Ingersoll and Spiritualism, .
Ohristinnlty and Spiritualism Com-
pared.

Prof. Buchanan on “ Antiquity Unveiled.”
Alfred James’'s Exposure.
B. B, Hill’'s Scathing Review of Dr. Pee-
bles’s Pamphlet, “1id Jesus Ohrist
Exist?”’ and .
- Prs Peebles’s Incisive and Exhaustive
Review of this Review.
Hindoo Superstitions,
Child-Marriage in Indla,
Ohristianity and Paganism Compared.
The Gnostics,
Jesus and Contémporary Jews.
- ~ Edwin Johnson, the Rash, Reckless As-
sertionist,
The Koran and its Teachings.
The Continunity of History.
Recent Explorations in Baby-
Tonin.

A syria and Egypt.
Rabbit Wise on Jesus,
. Decline of the'Christian Religion,
Spirituatism and Christianity.
What the Coentrolling Spirits of W,
J. Oolville, Mrs. M. T. Longley.
Mrs. Everitt, Mrs. Jeonie Hao-
gan-dackson, J.J, Morse, 8tain,
ton Moses (M. A, Oxon),
And Many Others, say about the Existence of
Jesus.
Harmony between Jesus’s Medlumship and
that of To-day.
What Scholarship of the World says of
) Jesus and his Influence upon the
World.

Price 1.25, postage 12 cents.
For sale at BANNER OF LIGHT OFFICE, 9 Boswerth
street, Boston, Mass.

the most scholarly, eloquent and comprehen-
sive addresses I have ever heard from a Spirit-
ualist rostrum. He rapidly traced the progress
of Spiritualism during the past half century,
and proved that it had to be, at the outset,
decidedly iconoclastic in its work. He afirmed
that it had most effectively destroyed many of
the old-time religious myths, and showed that
it had greatly blessed the world through its
influence upon tieology, sociology and litera-
ture,  Heargued that the * tearing down " age
had now passed away, and that it was time to

© build the temp'e of the soul.. He showed the
crying needs of the hour to be, more spiritual-
ity, and a more comprehensive form of relig-
ion. - He urged the people to subport ther
organizations, in order that the divine mission
of Spiritualism might be fulfilled. His lecture
was recelved with the greatest enthusiasm,
and was heartily applauded throughout its
delivery. . .

After a song by the audience, President Bar-
rett was again introduced. He spoke briefly,
and emphasized the admirable points made by

Dr. Ravlin as beinz his kind of Spiritualism.
He sugzested two or three supplementary re-
forms that should go with the work outlined
by Br. Ravlin. _

Mrs. C. D. Pruden then favored theaudience
with clear-cut evidences of gpirit return. She
was followed by Mrs, S. M, Lowell of Anoka,
who gave a number of comforting communica-
tions to many, at the close of which she dis-

“misged the audience with the benediction.

The morning meeting of the second day
. opened promptly at 10:30 o’clock, with Presi
dent J. 5. Maxwell of the State Association in
the chair. A general conference was the order
of the hour, during which a very spirited yet
helpful discussion on the fraud question took
"place. Some speakers felt that too much could
not be sail against fraud, while others thought
there was no need of mentioning it at all, as no
fraud existed in our ranks, One true-hearted
Spiritualist affirmed in my hearing that she

" never witnessed any fraud, as she always went
toséances without any fraud in her heart, hence
gshe always got only genuine manifestations!
A bystander promptly asked her if she could

. distinguish between the spurious and the genu-
ine phenomena, and she had to admit that she
could not. Ifelt that her case was typical of
the majority of those who assert that there are
no fraudulent mediums. Honest and sincere
herself, she could not believe any one capable
of such awful villainy as to give counterfeit
manifestations in the name of arisen friends.
Would that she were right!

At one o’clock the Children’s Lyceum, under
the able management of Mrs. C. D. Pruden,
gave a fine entertainment, consisting of songs,
recitations, dialogues, and mandolin and zither
duets by the Will Sisters. The childran ex
erted themselves to please the publio, and were
uniformly successful. The Lyceum is in a
healthy condition, and the interest of the chil-
dren in spiritual matters is very marked. I
have found fow Liycsums more advanced than

- this one is. The best feature (to me) in respect
to this Lyceum is the fact that the children
connected with it know something about Spir
itualism itself, as well as about songs, dances,
recitations, eto,

The regular meeting of the afternoon was
opened by Mrs. S, M. Lowell, who delivered an
invocation. Pres. J.S. Maxwell spoke afew
words of hearty greeting to the friends pres-
ont, and said that he regretted his enforced ab-
gence yesterday more than words could tell.
He outlined, in a very practical manner the
work the State Association was organized to
perform. )

He was followed by Dr. N. F. Ravlin in an
eloquently practical ten-minute address in be
halt of organization. He aroused no little en-
thusiasm among his hearers.

Hon. S. A, Reed, a prominent lawyer of Min.
neapolis, was the next speaker. He presented
a0 able argument rustaining the basic truths

of Sl iritualism. He claimed that immortality
oon

be logloally proved from the already

from Talmage, Prof. Crookes, Prof. A. IL.

allace, Prof. R, Hodwnon, Misa Lillan Whit:
lnubln‘ & maaterly refutation of the arguments
of Prof. T, J, Hudson, Mr. Reed waa In. enr-
neat and his eloquent address found lodgment
in the minds of all of his hearera.

Mrs, H. 1. Lepper was the next spoaker

dtibllah,fl.rremlun of Spiritualiam, . He &uorﬂ

Bhe took high {uouud in favor of honest me..
(

diumship, and deolared herself unalterably
opposed to longer consorting with fraud, Spir-
itunifsm iteelf is pure and true, and should
not be debased by being brought into contact
wich those who use 1t for immoral purposes.
She belleved the time had come to split the
movement In twain, rather than to longer up-
hold ‘the downright dishonesty and villainy
Eraqtl%ed by pretended mediums. Mrs. Lepper

ad butTecently arisen from a sick bed in
order to attend this convention. Her pale
face, expressive eyes and determined air car-
ried conviotion to the hearts of many peonle,
Those who heard her, by a very larze mujor.
11;{, are ready for **the parting of the ways”
whenever the right time comes. Prot, Barrett
closed the discussion by a brief plea for organ-
ization in which he took ground decidedly with
Mrs. Lepper.

Psyohical demonstrations through the medi.
umship of Mrs, Lowell, Mrs. Pruden and Mrs.
White followed, Mrs, White, under the cov:
trol of her guide, ** Dottie,” improvises & beau®
tiful song, which she sings to a piano accom
paniment to some one whom she selects from
the audience. Into the song the spirit weaves
the test, or teats, of his or her presence, that
make the communication of great value. All
of her tests were recognized by those receiving
them, with a single exception.

The evening services opened %omptly at 7:30
o’clock, with President J. S. Maxwell in the
chair. The invocation was offered by Mrs,
Lizzie D. Lyness, and was followed by a song
by the quartet, From Every Earthly Pleas-
ure.”” 1n response to an enthusiastic encore,
another choice selection was effectively ren-
dered, Mrs, Lizezie D. Lyness then delivered a
brief but telling address, in the course of
which she deprecated fraud and urged its com

lete removal throughsystematic organization,

er words were well chosbp, her illustrations
apt, and her poetical quotations singuiarly ap
groprlate. rs. Lyness is’a young speaker,

ut she certainly has a bright fucure before
her, if this address is a fair sample of her
POWers. .

An exquisite violin solo, by a young lady
whose name I did not Jearn, to which she was
obliged to respond with an encore seleotion,
was next in order, after which Pres. Barrett
of the N. 8. A, delivered the address of the
evening. His subject was “The Meaning of
Spiritualism,” and his remarks were most
kindly received by the audience. Psychical
demonstrations by Mrs. Pruden followed, after
which Mrs, Lowell dismissed the audience
with the benediction. )

The morning meeting of the third day was
devoted to phenemena through various local
mediums. Circles were formed, and for an
hour and a half delizhtful converse was had
with our arisen spirit friends.

The afterncon meeting was called to order
at the appointed hour by President Maxwell,
After a selection of music, an impressive invo-
cation was given by Mrs. Anna Hoyt-Shaft, A
choice vocal solo followed, after which Mrs, S,
M. Lowell was presented as the first speaker of
tne day. Mrs. Lowell spoke all too brieflly,
but aroused no little enthusiam by her happy
references to Spiritualism and the sublime
possibilities awaiting it. She urged her hearers
to live their religion, and thereby prove to the
world that it was of some practical value as an
exemplar for the race. Shesaid in closing she
felt that she should give way to the speaker
from abroad, as her friends could hear her at
any time, hence she greeted the next speaker
with a Minnesota welcome, and left the tloor
to him.

Dr. N. F. Ravlin was introduced, and an-
nounced as his subject * Why 1 Am a Spiritu-
alist,” 1 eannot give your readers even an
outline of this splendid address. Dr. Ravlin
was at his best, and had contrel of his audi-
ence from the very outset, His referencesto
the Garden of Eden, to Adam and Eve, were
provocative of the wildest laughter, which
soon followed, under the spell of his eloquence,
by an outburst of tears. Lt was pathetically
eloquent, sublimely graund, and wondrously
beautiful, He was importuned to repeat bis
lecture at an early date by scores of people as
soon as the exercises were brought to a close,
The many requests for the repetition of the
lecture led to the engagement of the good doc-
tor for one month by the live Spiritualists of
Minneapolis. That his stay will result in great
good to the Cause, goes without saying,

At tbe conclusion of Dr, Ravlin’s uplifticg
and soul-inspiring address, Pres, Maxwell
stated that_Pres. Barrett had afew wordsto
say. Mr. Barrett appealed for contributing
memberships to the State and National Asso-
ciations. Dr. Ravlin took up the appeal, and
under his inspiration fifteen or twenuy persons
became contributing members to the State
Association, and twelve to the N. S. A,

President Maxwell called the assembly to
order promptly at 7:30 o'clock in the evening.
After a ohoice selection of music, Mrs, C. D.
Pruden offered an invocation. T'he quartet
then rendered the well-known song, ** Sion,”
80 exquisitely that the audience demanded an
encore, to which the singers graciously re-
sponded. ‘

Dr. N. F. Ravlin was the first spsaker, His
subjeot was * The Power of Love,"” and it was
handled in the speaker’s unigque and decidedly
original style. He told some very plain yet
wholesome truths, and clinched his points in a
most thorough manner, His tribute to the
home was sublimely eloquent, and his appeal
for truer, cleaner lives on the part of the people
was most inspiring. Every one who heard nis
panegyric to love was tilled with new courage
10 tace life’s fierce battles under the leadership

‘of truth. His impassioned denunciation of war

and bloodshed evoked wild applause, which
was increased even more by his rebuke to the
policy that led the American people to pay
twenty millions of dollars in purchase money
for Spain’s war against a people struggling for
freedom. The secular papers complimented
Dr. Ravlin’s oratory, and stated that it was
evident that the Spiritualists were not Imperi.
alists. The Doctor was obliged to twice bow
his acknowledgments ere he was permitted to
take his seat at the close of his lecture. An
exquisite vocal solo was then rendered by a
laay whose name [ did not learn, which was
received so enthusiastically that she was
obliged to favor theaudience with an encore,
Pres. Maxwell then introduced Harrison D,
Barrett to deliver the farewell address. Mr.
Barrett briefly reviewed the work of the con-
vention, took up some of the golden threads
spun by the several speakers, and endeavored
to weave them into the fabric ot solid thought
for the benefit of the people. He paid a trib-
ute to the hospitable Spiritualists of Minns

‘sota and urged them to unitedly support their

organizations. His address was most kindly
received. - :
Pres. Maxwell, in a few well-chosen words,
thanked all of the people who had helped to
make the convention such a signal success.
He then introduced Mrs. White, who gave a
goodly number of unmistakable tests of the
prasehce ot spirit-friends, after which Mrs.
gawell dismissed the audience with the bene.
iction.

Convention Echoes.

“Didn't we have a good time?'" was the
remark heard on all sides.

The State officers had their hands full, but
they were equal to the emergency and per-
formed their every duty well. Pres. Maxwell
and Vice-Pres, Pruden are good presiding
officers, but their anxiety to have everything
go just right, caused them to look decidedly
careworn and exbausted by the time the con-
vention was gver.

Mrs. Anna Hoyt-Shaft was duly and legally
appointed a minister of the religion of Spirit-
ualism at the opening of the evening session
of the third day. She pledged herself to stand
by true Spiritualism, to uphold local, State
and National organization, and to work against
every form of fraud and imposture at all times
whenever it was necessary to do so. Mrs,
Shaft is a well-known worker in Minnesota, &
true and worthy medium, and has honorably

earned the position given her,
Every one was delighted to see Mrs, H. E.

Leppor at the niqotlm oncq more, She had
beon serfously Jil for several woeke, and her
appearance at the convention was her firat
vanture out of doorasinae her convalencencs.
She numbers her friends by the thousands, all
of whom unite in testifying to her splendid
media) powers and worth as a trio woman,

. Hon, A. O, Duun and his gaod wife, of Win.
nebago City were present throuwhout the oon.
vention. It {s & pleannre to meel such progres-
give men ns Judge Dunn, He loves honest
mediumship, and 18 very cautious in his judg.
ments, lest he may do 8 medium an injustice,
He believes that Spiritualists are more than
half to blame for the existence of fraud in
their ranks, If they would do better by their
mediums there would be no temptation to com-
mit fraud for the sake of bread and butter.
The Judge s a sound reasonor, and a loyal
friend of the Cause,

The convention left a marked impress for
good upon the people of Minneapolis, and sur-
rounding olties and towns. With one excep-
t on, the Tribune, an imperialistic organ, the
gecu‘ar press gave fair and impartia] reports of
“{he convention proceedings, and did not mis-
represent the parties interviewed by their re-
porters. The convention was educational both
to the Spiritualists and to the general public,
hence it was & decided success, and a credit to
the State and National Associations,

The School Question,

BY LEVI . BARRETT,

Whether one has ten talents or but one,
he should not hide them, but should use them
for his own good as well as for the good of oth-
ers. What I have to say may not even show
the gift of one talent, but I feel that it is my
duty (and the duty of others as well) to express

my views on all questions that affect the_wel-
fare of the rising generations. My views™en
our educational system may not please the ma-
jority, but may help to overthrow the unjust
system now in vogue, .

Our system of teaching is wrong Peoause it
fosters aristooracy and gives the children of
the rich better advantages than it does to the
children of the poor. To give all children,
both rich and goor, the same educational op-
portunities and help to overthrow aristocracy
is the duty of all who believe in fair play, To
accomplish these results, our system of educa-
tion must be changed in the interest of the
masges as against-the classes.

To change our present system will be a
greater task than it was for our nation to con-
quer Spain; but it can be done, and must be
done if justice and equal rights are to prevail
in our republic. When our forefathers de-
clared their indepsndence, and issued their
manifesto of equal rights 1o all men, they
should have legislated against all seminaries,
colleges and sectarian schools throughout the
nation, and founded a system of State schools
for all of the children in each State. All
States should have had a uniform code of
school laws, somewhat like this; they should
have established common schools only in dis-
tricts comprising a certain number of inhab-
itants, without regard to.town or county lines.
The entire State should be taxed to build the
schoolhouses, pay the salaries of the teachers,
all of whom should be qualified to teach all
branches of learning, It this bad been done.
thechildren of the poor would havehad an egu:l
standing with those of the rich, Our system
ot education as now carried on fusters seltish-
ness, aristocracy, bigotry, creeds and sectari-
anism. I feel that it is time this system should
be overthrown—taerefore the colleges, semina-
ries and sectarian schools must o, The vast
majority of the people of this nativn follow no
creed and are in favor of equal 11ghts. They
should use their power and change our thor-
oughly unjust system of education to one
where class distinctions will never more be
known.
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E%™ Rudyard Kipling and Leo XIIL are both
rapidly regaining their health. Many millions
of people on both hemispheres will rejoice at
the news, Kipling's transition at this time
would have been an international misfortune,
while that of thie Pope of Rome would have

been & severe blow to the hierarchy of which he
iz the head. Now that Kipling, the Roman
Pontiff, and the *“Pope of Spiritualism’’ have
aill regained their health, the world i3 safe unti
the next epidemic comes along, o

SPECIAL NOTICES.

J. J. Morse, 26 Osnaburgh street, Euston
Road, London, N, W., is agent in England for
the BANNER OF LienT and the publications of
the Banner of Light Publishing Co.

Fred P, Evans, 103 W. 42d street, New
York City, agent for the BANNER oF Lierr
and all Spiritual and Oceult Literature, Orders
by mail promptly attended to.

-

Dr. F. L, H. Willis may beaddressed at
Rochester, N. Y., 243 Alexdnderstreet, Jan. 7

Rose Leaf Balm.

A NEW and wonderfully healing lotion for all skln
‘eruptions,

Cold Sores, Chapped Hands and Face,
Salt Rheum, Eczema, Hay Fever,
Coryza and Sun Burn.

Gentlemen will find this a superfor preparation to use
after shaving,

Tall oz, Trial Size, 15 ets.
Two * Slze, 35 cts. Fouroz., 50cts,, malled free of charge

Agents wanted in all States. ~ Wite for Partioulars.
ROSE LEAF BALM CO.,

31 Bedford Street, Beston, Mass,
Endorsed by Editor and Management of BANNEROF LIGHT.

. Dr. Fellows,
Vineland, N. J,

b~ will send his Private. Counsellor
t0 any address for 10 cents, Treating on Newvvous
Debility, Wenknesses and Los-es giving an Qutward
Applicatlon as its curé—a Spirlt Offering to afllicted man
Tée booklet explalnsall. State your case.;jAddress as
above. “1s 13w Feb. 11.

HENRY SCHARFFETTEK
300 8o, Collington Ave., Baltimore, Md,,

GENERAL AGENT FOR THE BANNER OF
LIGHT PUB. CO. OF BOSTON, MASS.

HEAD UARTERS for 8piritualistic, Reformatory and
Occult Literature; also subseriptions taken for BAN-
NER OF LIGHT. Orders by mall promptly attended to.
Catalogues free on application. Correspondence desired.

FLORIDA!

malling & two-cent stamp toJ.
Roxbury., Mass,

Wm. H. Drake,

I)S\'CHIC. Mental and Magnetic Healer, Spiritual Class.
es Tuesdays, 3P. M. sharp: 28 cents. 78 Rutland street,
near Tremont, Baston. Oft~e hours 9 to 6.

L. A. EDMINSTER,
SYCIHIC Healer, No. 60 Chandler st,, Boston., No charge
for considtation or treatment except benefited then
only what is just. Encloce stamps, w* Mar. 11,

tor Homeséekers and in
vostars, s described in a
handsome tlustrated book
which vou can obtain by
H. FOSS, 1 Waben? str(zet,
Jan,

4w* Mar, 11

the bosom of the Catholio Chutoh, "It ismaroh-
ing luto 1t with rapld strides.” — Leo XTII,
~Truth Seeker, . :

8 The next number of ¥ Immortality,” de-
voted to Payohometry, will appear March 25,
and all who wish coples oan order them from
the Banner of Light Publishing Co. It prom-
1ses to be an unusually attractive number, and
well worth the prlce—-25 centa,

PAINT TALKS.--XIV,

Paint for Sleeping Rooms,

The modern dwelling is generally furnished
ag if the chief object were to gather and con-
ceal dict, With lnce curtains at the windows,
“fuzzy " paper on the walls and ** fuzzy ' car-
get on the floors, about everythine possible has

een done to encourage dirt. When to thess
are added a deleterious erumbling paiot on
the woolwork, the way not to do it is perfectly
illustrated,

Windows of sleeping rooms should be pro.
tected preferably with fixed blinds, but lack-
ing these, nothing but good, easily removable
shades on spring rollers should be tolerated.
Wall paper should be eschewed and the walls
should be painted in some light, cheerful tint,
with a paint containing no poisonous materials,
For thin use the only fit pigment is zinc-white,
the tints being obtained by addingultramarine
for blue tones, earth colors for yellow, brown
and red tints, lampblack for the grays, and
combinations of these pigments for the other
desired tints.

The wood work, unless of light-colored wood
finished in the natural state and varnished,
should be painted exclusively with thesamepig-
ments, varnish being added if an enamel effect
is desired. The floor, if too old or too open for
filling and ** waxing,” or varnishing, should be
smwoothed off, and after puttying all seams,

ks and nail-holes, should be painted with a
:r;)%\oﬂ‘puint containing no lead; zinc - white,
or a combination based on zinc white, colored
with iron oxides or earth colors (ochre, sienna,
umbers, metallic brown, etc.) being used ex-
clusively as pigments. Over this should be laid
a removeable rug, which can be taken up, aired
and shaken at frequent intervals, the floor be-
ing well wiped with a wet cloth while the ru,
is up. The painted walls should also be washeg
at the periodical **cleaning ”’ times.

Wall paper, curtains, carpets and deleterious

aints, are probably responsible, either direct-
y or indirectly, for the introduction and prop-
agation of many ailments, especially in chil-
dren, White lead, which is among the least
durable of pigments, is, like all lead compounds,
an active poison, and it is notable among paints
for its tendency to crumble off the painted sur-
face in the form of dust. Furthermors, as it
blackens in the presence of the gases always
found in dwelling hotises, it is undesirable on
e3thetic grounds. Zinc-white, on the other
hand, is absolutely non poisonous, has a bril-
liant clear white color, which produces remark-
ably pure and brilliant tints with other colors,
and 1s the most permanent of pigments, both-
as regards color and material. !

A great deal of attention is usually paid to
the food an clothing of children., It would be
wise to extend this attention to the hygienic
conditions of their ordinary surroundings.

Stantox DupLiy.

THE RAREST

F R E OF OFFERS,

AVE you suftered from lésions which have
become chronic? Haslife been robbed of
its brightness, the body tortured by pain and
the mind clouded by disease? Have you sought
relief of your family physician and found after
months of patient suffering that in chronic
and obscure diseases he was inexperienced and
unsuccessful ?

Have you ever thought of consulting an edu-
cated psychic physician?

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs have received the
best medical educations that colleges give; they
have given their lives to the study, treatment
and cure of chronicdiseases. Extensive foreign
travel and medical research have ripened and
supplemented their educations—added to which
is the greatest of psychic gifts, enabling them
to read the human body as an open book. This
experience, education and ability, is placed at
your disposal, and gratuitously. By sending
your namse, age, 86x, and one leading symptom
in own handwriting, and an absolutely correct
diagnosis will be mailed free.

Ladies who write will bé sent an elegant
booklet of rare value.

Remember to address

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs,
Battle Creek, Mich.

Thefollowing is an extract from a letter from
one of the leadiny women of the country en-
gazed in reform work, and is similar in tone to
many received by us, expressing appraciation
of our little book which we send free to ladies:

DRS, PEEBLES & BURROUGHS, Battle Craek, Mich.:
Dear Doctors—I feel that I must thank you for the little
book you so kindly sent me. The information it contains
i of inestimable valuetothe ladies of our land. It issome-
thing every mother should possess, and every true mother
will wishi to place it in the hands of her daughter when she
shall byve reached the age requiring suclr information.
How you can print such a beautiful book and give it away
free 13 a wonder to me, You are doing a noble work, and
your efforts are appreciated. I hope every lady will avall
herself of the opportunity to possess one of these beautiful
Uttle volumes, and that she will treasure it away for refer-
ence, Yours sincerely, MRS, =———= —

Thefollowing is an extract from a letter from
one of the prominent workers in the field of
Spiritualism, and a speaker of great ability :

Dear Doctors- I Wish to thank you for the kttle volume I
received bymalil, T have resd it through carefully, and
must say that it3 style is admirable, the Informatjon con-
densed, and given in such a way as to be appreciated by
overy true woman, and readily comprehended by those not
tamilfar with medical terms and Latin phrases, Every wo-
man should possess a copy of it,and we know that your
good work aisseminates useful knowledge. Your work
meets appreciation, and you will receivo a rich reward for
your labors in behalf of humanity.

Yours very truly, MRS, ——— -,

Remember to address

Drs, Peebles & Burroughs,

BATTLE CREEK, MIOHIGAN.

‘ $1.00 PER BOTTLE,
AGENTS WANTED,

Dec. 3 tf

"DON'T USE HAIR DYES!

_ THEY ARE DANGEROUS AND UNSATISFACTORY.

VAN'S MEXICAN HAIR RESTORATIVE, I8 A HAIR FOOD.

RESTORES GRAY HAIR TO ITs ORIGINAL COLOR.
CURES DANDRUFF AND STOPS FALLING HAIR, @

Mexican Medicipe
-~ CHICAGO, u.(? - c..'

J4™ "1 liope tosse Amerjon euter entire Into

“Gould Ha

Y
V

V&NALYZE
| BY WHRACH,|

AUTHOR OF
BIG BIBLE STORIES
‘ AND OTHER WORKS
(3
S5eE—
s N
The great demand for “BIG BIBLE STORIES” hasin.
duced the suthor 1o offer another book upon a biblical tople.
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS have been considered to
be the only true moral guide, and togive the exact standing
of the Bible upon all moral and religious toples—which is
not the cage. THE BIBLE gives them in two different
forms and in threa ditferent places, and it CONTRADICTS
EVERY ONE as posliively agit gives It. This book takes u
each Commandment, then quotes places where THE SAM
POWER that gave the Commandments gave others exactly
the opposite.
Paper, 23 cents,
Yor sale hy BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

Spntunlist  Societres,

[F™We desire this list to be as accurate as
Possible. Wil secretaries or conductors please
notify us of any errors or omissions. Notices for
this column should reach this office by 12 o’clock
noon, of the Saturday preceding the date of
publicution,

BOSTON AND VICINITY.

Appleton Mall, 9) Appleton Street—Paine Memo-
rial Bullding, side entrance,—The Gospel of 8pirit Return
S wclety, Minnie M. Soule, Pastor, will hold services every
Sunday at 2% and 7 P. M.

‘BB mton Spiritunl Temple meets in Berkeley Hall,
4 Berkeley street. Every Sunday at 10} and 7% r. M. E. L,
Allen, Prestdent: J, B. Hageh, Jr., Sscretary, 74 Sid1ey st.,
Dorchester, Mass.

Bston Spivitual Lyceum meets in Berkeley Hall every
S wdayat L o’elock, J. Browne dateh, Conductor; A, Olar
nee Armstrong, Clerk, 17 ueroy street, Dorchester, Mass,
] The Ilelf;s'ng Hand Society meets every Wednesday in
1, 3 Boylston Place. Busiuess meoting at 4 o’clock,

Supper at 6 o'clock. Lntertalnment at 7'4, Mrs. Carrle L,
Hteh, President; Mrs, Grace Cobb Crawford, Secretary,
tb1ble Spirftualist Mectingn, Odd Ladies’ Ball,
4 £6 Tremont Street.—Mrs. Guiterrez, Prosident, Ser.
vizes Sundays at 10% 4.3, 2% and 7 r. v, and 'Wednesdays
at g ro .
Boston Psyehic Conference, 18 luntington Av.
=—L. L. Wuitlotk, President., Sundays, 2} ..,

Jhildren’s Progressive Lyceum—§8pirltual Sunda,
S :nool—meets every Sunday morning in Red Men's Hal
514 Tremont street, at 104 A. M, All are welcome, Mrd’
M. A, Brown, Superintendent.

Eagle Ball, 616 Washington 8treet.—Sundays at
Tt a2 and 7k b Wednesdays at T pov. W, H,
A erlge, Conduetor,

Echo Hall—1 Johnson Avenue, Charlestown Dist,—8un-
day, Wednesday and Friday evenings, Mrs., E, J. Peak
Chairman,

First Spiritunlist €Chu ch, 730 Washington 8t.
—M. Adeline Wilkinson, Pastor.” Sundays, 11 A.M.; sand 8
r.. Thursday, 3 po.

Iarmony fXall, 724 Wushlniton Street.—10%
A, 2 and Th oM, Tuesday aud Thursday afternoons
at 2¥. N, P. Smith, Chairman.

Hollts Eall, 780 Washington St.—Services Sun
dnys/ v} a0, 206 and 7} P.M. George B. Cutter, Ohair-
mau.
 Spiri‘unl Fraternity — At First Spiritual Temple
Exeter and Newbhury streets, Sundays at lO}ﬁl and 7 P.M.
the continuity of lfe wil be demonstrated through differ-
ent phases of mediumship. Other meetings announced ™
from the platform, A. H. Sherman 8ecrctary,

The Copley Mystic Circle meets Sundaysag 7% p. M.
Room 6, Huntmgton Aveuue; The Metaphysigal sehoof
Mondays, 3 P M.; Fridays av 11 A. M., class fo advanced
thinkers on the inner wysteries and Occult forces of life,
Take etevator. Dr.F. J. Miller, President,

The First Spiritualist Ladles’ A td S8oclety meets
every Friday afternoon and evening. Supper served até
P, M.—at 241 Tremont street, near Ellot street. Mrs, Mattle
E. A. Allve, President; Carrie L. Hatch, Sec’y, 74 Sydney
street, Dorcheater, Mass.

The Ladies’ Lyceum Union 1eets every Wednes-
day afternoon and evening in Dwight Hall, 514 Tremont
street.  Supper at 6% p.m. Mrs Maggle J. Butler, Presi-
dent; Mrs. Sadie French, Secretary.

Tae Ladies’ Spiritualistic Industrial Soclety
m ot at Dwight Hall, 514 Tremont street every Thursday
;I"Mlil(]loo? and evening; supper at 6. Mr3, M, A, Brown

-esident.

The Spiritual Science Chureh, Lower Audi-
ence Rorm, First Spiritual Temple, corner of Newbury
and Exeter streets, Sundays at 7'4 p.a. Preacking by Rev,
T. E. Allen.

Tae Veteran Spiritualists’ Union holds mestings
th, third Thursday of each month in Dwight Hall, 514 Tre-
mon Rtreet, at 7 P.M. Allareinvited. Christopher O,
Shaw, Preside «; Mrs. J. 8. Soper, Clerk, 67 Hurou Avenue,
North Csmbridge.

CA¥WRBRIDGE,

The S!nlrit, of Truth Society, 527 Massachusetts -
Avcenue, Cambridgeport, holds meetings Sundays at2) and
T4 .M. and Tuursdays at 7)4 P.M. Mrs. A.J, Banks,
President.

The Cambridge Industrial Soclety of Spiritue
alists holds meetings the second and fourth Wednesdays
in each month, la Vambridge Lower Hall, 631 Massachu-
setts Av., Mrs, 4.0, Boper, President; Mrs, L.E.Kelth,Clerk,

MALDEN.

Malden Progressive Spiritualists’ Soclety, De-
Rberative Hall, Bailey Bnimin;i, 56 Pleasant street.
—Sandays at 2% r.W. Mr. William M. Barber, Presi tent;
Mrs. Rebecea Morton, Sec’y. H. H. Warner, permanent
speaker, Mrs, Clara L. Fagan, test medium.

BROOKILYN.

The Womnn’s Progressive Unlon holds n.cetings
every Sunday afternoon at 3, and evening at 8 o'clock; Ly-
ceum at 2 o'clock; soclal meetlmivs every Thursday at 8
o'clock; supper at 6, at the hall, Walsh’s Acadeiny, 428
Classon Avenue, between Lexington Avenue and Quincy
street. Mrs, E, F. Kurth, President.

The Advance Bpiritual Uonference mests every
Haturday evening in Hlugle Tax Hall, 1101 Bedford Avenus,
Gond speakers and madiums always in attendance. Seats
free. All welcome. Mr. G. Deleree, Preside.t; Mrs, Alice
Ashiey, secretary.

The Fraternity of Divine ()ommunioni dedicated
to *' Spliritual Truths” on the “ Christ Principle,” holds ita
wmeetings at the Aurora Grata Cathedral, Bedford Avenue
and Madison street, every Sunday at 8 P. M, Mrs. L, J. Wel-
ler, President. Ira M. Courlis, Medium, .

Meeting of Assoclate Spiritunl Misstonnries
every Sunday, at 3 P, M., at Evolutionist office, 1099 Bedford
Avenue, Tho%ht, philosophy and fact from our volunteer
workers, W.Wines 8argent, Conductor.

Spiritunl Conference, Jackson Mall, 515 Ful-
ton Strect.—Saturdays, 8 ». M., music by Prof. Chas.
Coleman, Herbert L. Whitney, Conductor. BANNER OF
LIGHT always on sale,

People's Minsion, Coulmbia Hall, 1810 Fulton
Street.—Sundays at8 p.M.  Mrs. M. C, McGibeny, me-
dium, Herbert L. Weitney, Chairman,

Jackson Hall, 515 Fulton Btreet.—Bundays at
P.w.; Wednesdays at 8 p, M. Mrs. L. A, Qlustead, Condug.
tor, /

6380 Myrtle Avenue,—Mrs. B, R, fum conducts a
meeting every Sunday at3and 8 p. M.

CHICAGO.

The Ficst Society of Rostcrucians meets every
Suncay in Stelnway Hall, (1th floor. Take Elevator,) Van
Buren 8t., near Michigan Ave , at 10.46 .M. White Rose
Auxiliary, 12 M. Seats free. J. C. ¥. Grumbine, lecturer,

First Spiritual Church, South Side, 77 Thirtye
First Street.—Sundays. 2% and- 7% », M. Georgia Gia-
dys Cootey, Pastur.

CINCINNATI.

Society of Spiritual Unity, Washington Park Hall
1222 Race 8t., Sundays, 74§ r.M. M. St. Omer-Briggs, pastor
MILWAUKEE, WIS,

Unity Spiritual Boclety meets al Ethical Auditorl.
um, 558 Jetferson street, every Sunday at 7% P, M., and
Thursday at 8 .M. Flora 8. Jackson, President,

NEWARK, N J.
The First Choich of Npiritual Progression
meets iu the hal, corner of West Park and Broad streets
at 8 P. M. Mrs.@. A. Dorn. President.
NEW YORK OITY.

International Coaservatory of Music, 74 Loxing.
toa Avcnue, one doorabove §9th street.—The s‘pmnnlm
Ethical 8oclety hdias meetinga every Sunday morning and
ovening., Mrs, H. T. Brigham, speaker,

% First Boclety of Spiritualists meots at the * Tux.

edo,” 637 Madison Avenus, corner of Madisod Avenus, and
holds services at 3 ».M.

The Yonkers Spiritualist Society holds 1i8 meetings ev
Friday at 8 b .; Sundays 3} P. M., and Ohlldrenl’:fyug

112733 9
PHILADELFHIA,

.
The First Assoclation of Spiritualists founded

1852) meeir at 13th street and Glrard Avenue. Presiden

Oapt, F.J, Keffer; 8ecratary, Frank M. Morrlll. Lycsum

ir.x. Bervice: dland 7% P. M. Lecturer, W. J. Colville
The Philadelphla Spiritualist Soctety moets at

o

and 7%, Lyceum atil.
Friday even{ng. ,;resi Iacko;‘?g

dent, Hon, Thomas M,
" retary, Chas, L. GeFrorer, 1335 8. 15th street, -
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Notice to Local Socletles.

Hereufter ull reports will be condensed in
the same general 51 ylo a8 given bolow, We re.
speotlully request our correspondents to gov-
orn themaelves nocordingly. We shall deal
fairly and impariialiy with all societies, hence
must ask them all to conform to the same gen-
oral rule. I'he addresses of all lucal societies
fn Boston and vioinity, as well as in citles and
town in other States, oan be found on fifth

page. .
Local Blfiefs.

L
—_—

BOSTON.
* At Boston Spiritual Temple, Bexkeley Ilall,

Dr, Geo. A. Fuller began his work Sunday as
speaker for the present month, The instrumen-
tal music was furnished by Prof. Geo. Sahaller,
and voonl oy Murs Gertrude Laidlaw. The
‘largest audience of the season was present,
and listened attentively to the lecture, * Are

We Doipg Our Duty?” which will appear in
ful] In the next issue of THE BANNER. In the
evening, in addition to the lecture, Walter
Raye pave many accurate readings in an en-
tirely unique way. His talk on palmistry and
astrology was algo very interesting. The Sec-
he was “even more than
had been recommended,” and they hope to

retary writes that

have him again.—BANNER OF LIGHT on sale.

Ligar W. Emerson was the speaker and me-
dium st Red Men’s Hall, Sunday, March 5.
Vocal mustic was given by Mr. Harold Leslie
and Miss tatob, a recitation by Mrs. Packard,
and Mrs, Maggie .I. Butler offered intecesting
remarks. r. Ewmerson's communications
were all acknowledged by parties in the audi-
ence, Prot. Willis Milligan presided at the
PIA0o.

At the Boston Spiritual Lyoceum, Sunday
afternoon, in Berkeley Hall, ** What s Your
Favorite Animal and Why?” was the subject
for younger groups; ** Conscience: What It Is
and What It Does.” for the older ones. Con-
science was characterized as ** educated selfish-
ness,” aud a result of education, heredity and
environment. The following took rart: For-
est Harding. C. L. C. Hatch, Elme: B. Pack-
ard, J. R Suow, Mrs. A. S, Waterhouse, Dr. J.
R. Root, A. P. Blinn, Rupert Davis, Grace
Tarbell and Gertrude Laidlaw. Questions for
next Sanday: ‘Do Animals or Birds Know
Anything? " und *Can We Love Our Neigh-
bor as Qurselves?"”

Charles B. Yeator, Sec’y, says that the Chil-
dren’s Progressive Lyceum No. 1 held anp in-
teresting session March 5. The subject of the
general lesson was ** Manners,” while the topic
assigned the little folks was * Hope.” After
the usus! mareh, songs and recitations were
given by Tona Stillings, Mabel Emmons, Paul-
ine Hatchy Mre. J. W. Kenyon, excellent re-
marks; Eila Filman and Lottie Weston, Edgar
W. Emerson spoke very kindly and interest-
ingly to the cnildien, as did also Madame
Haven, Mrs. W. 5. Butler and Dr. E: A, Smith
of Vermont. Mrs, M. A, Brown gave a select
reading; Floyd Sibley and Miss Edith Hatch,
songs. Special anniversary exercises will be
held under the auspices of this Lyceum on
Sunday, April 2.

The Helping Hand Society held regular ser-
vices Weduesaay evening at Gould Hall, After
suj per au interesting circle was participated
in by several mediums. Therest of the even-
ing was devoted to whist. Mr., Burrill and
Mis. Eidridge won the prizes. Wednesday,
March 15, Vaudeville entertainment and cake
walk. Special mediums’ night: Nettie Hoit
Harding, Annie E. Cunningham, Hattie C.
Mason wnd others.

The lareest meeting of the season was held
by the Ladies’ Lyceum Union Wednesday
evening in Dwight Hall. Aiter supper the
following took part in music, speaking and
tests: Mrs. M. J. Butler, Iresident; Miss
Edith Hatch, Dr. Smith, J. B. Hateh, Sr,,
Willie Sheldon; Mesdames White, Webber,
Witham, Cunningbam., DProf. Milligan, pian-
ist. BANNER for sale.

At the Ladies’ Spiritualistic Industrial Soci-
ety Thursdasy evenng in Dwight Hall, the
following speakers and mediums took part:
Mrs. J. S. Soper, President; Willis Millizan,

ianist; George Cleveland, T. E. Allen, Mrs,

odge, Dr. Smith, Frank Woodbury, Mrs.
Webber, Dr. Huot. Third Thursday, Vet
erans’ Night; fourth Thursday, dance night;
fifth, whist party.

At the First Spiritual Church, 730 Washing.
ton street, Mrs. M. A. Wilkinson, Pastor, the
usual services were held Sunday morning,
afternoon and evening. The following speakers
and mediums took part: Messrs. Newhall, Hill,
Proctor, Falkengren, Baker, Jackson, How-
lanc¢, Cowen. Arthur MeKenna, Mesdames
Peabody, McKenna, Stackpole, Kenyon, Ba-
ker, and Miss Sears. BANNER for sale.

At Commercial Hall, Sunday morning, after-
noon and eveniog, Mrs. Nutter, conductor, the
following speakers and mediums took part:
Messra. Clark, Jackson, L. A. Cameron, H.
Saunders, Turner, Proctor, T. Ecland, Prof.
Tyler and wife, Mesdames Ratzel, Witham,
K%owles and Woodbury. BANNER for sale,

At the Ladies’ Aid Society, Friday evening,
241 Tremont street. the following took part:
Gertrude Laidlaw, E. W, and C. L. C. Hateh,
Mrs. Alice Waterbouse, Dr. E. A, Smith, Hat-
tie C. Mason, Oscar Edgerly, Annie Canning-
ham, A. P. Blinn, Mr. Arlington, Mrs, Edgerly.
March 17, Social Whist Party.

At O0dd Ladies’ Hall services were held at
the usual hour Wednesday, with Mrs, A. P.
Guiterrez, Mrs. M, P. Lewis, Mr, Haynes, Mrs.
Ackerman, Mrs. West, Dr. E. A, Smith ot Ver-
mont, Dr. lHuot, Mr, Hersey, Mr. Bates, Mr.
Marston, Mrs, Parnell and Mrs. Proctor as the
speakers and mediums The same speakers,
with Mr. Hall. Mrs. Kenyon, Mrs. Webber,
Mrs. Osgood, Mr, Coben, Mr, Graham, Mr. La-
mont, Mrs. Healey and Mrs, Kneeland offici-
ated on Sunday, March 5.

I, L. Whitlock says that the members of the
Boston Psychic Conference listened with much
pleasure to an able address from H. B. Leigh
won, M. D., latt Sunday, upon the subject
“What Do Nature, Science and Reason Teach
Me of the Past, Present and Future, also of
God and his Forces? ” He was followed by Mr.
Hicks, P. P. Field, Dr. Latham, Prof. Heary,
and others, Next Sunday the subject will be
* Psychological Influence in Personal Life,”’
which will be considered in a series of ten-
minute speeches. L. L. Whitlock will give an
illustrated lecture before Dr. F. J. Miller's
%&etaphysical School Sunday evening, March
3.

Massachusetts.

The First Spiritualist Society of Salem is
loud in its praises of Victor Wyldes, who ocou-
pied the platform Sunday. The Secretary
oharacterized bis lectures as “spiritual, scien-
tific and eloquent,” and his psycbometric and

life-readings a8 * wenderful and correct.” He
speaks for them again March 12.- BANNER oF
LiaguT lor sale and subscriptions taken; annu-

ally, $2; semi annually, $1; quarterly, 50 cts.

Mrs. Tillie U. Reyholds of Troy, N, Y., served
the Ladies’ Aid Society, Springfield, durihg
the month of February. She hadlarge and dp-

preciative audiences. Feb. 23 a Colonial Party

was held. Salad supper, and fine musical pro-
ram. The new Secretary of the society is Mrs.
nna M, Kelsey, 376 Union street,

The Spiritaalists’ Association ¢f Lynn met

at Cadet Hall, Sunday afteruoon and evening,
and tendered a benetfit to Thomas’ Orchestra.
There were special exercises; readings, Mrs.

~ M, A. Stone; remarks, Mrs. Abbie N. Burn:

ham, and Mr. Ramsdell; psyohometrio read-
ipgs and tests, L. D. Milliken and W. A, Estes;
singing, Pres. Keity; dialect readings, Willle

i
ik

Fresmun of Saugus ?ommlo. W. 1. Thomax,
Ocahoeatrs rend: red long program. Next dun-
day Mra, A, J, Pattinill wiil leoture,

The Arthar flodges Spiritual Soolaty held
sorvioes as ususl u Tomplars’ Ilall. Those
who took part during the day were Missos
Lona and Elsie Burna, Mra. 13 W, Beloher
Mra, Matson, Mrs. Brennan, Capt. Bulvom,
Dra. Fowler of Balem, Warrer, Plerce. Fur.
bush, Mr, Harwooed, Mr, Rol 1os, Mra. Quald,
Mru, Lefavour, Mrs, Dr. M, O, Chaso ana Mrs,
Lizzie 1. Butler, Scrvioes vext Sunday as
usual, with Mrs. M, C. Chase as speaker.

Mra, R P, Morton writes: The Malden Pro
grossive Spiritualists’ Soolety held an jnterest-
ing sesslon on Maroh 5. Musicin charge of Mrs,
Wm. Barber, Soripture reading and address,
Prestdent Barber; invooation and atdress,
with messages, J, W, Cowan; address, H. H.
Warner, followed with messages, all recog:
nized: messages, Mre. Clara L. Fagan, BAN.
NER OF LIGHT for sale at the hall.

Services were held in G. A. R, Hall, Cam-
bridgeport, at 2:30 and 7:30 p.» , March &, Mr.
0. P Stiles, Mrs. Akerman, Mrs. Fish, Mr.
Nichols, Mr. Morse, Mr. Remisse and Mr.
Evaus taking part.

Mrs. Nettie Holt-Harding ocoupied the plat-
form of the First Npiritualist Association in
Malden last Sunday, to the greaf satisfaction
uf her man{ heaters. Nexti~SundayMr. J&:8,
Soarlett will be the speaker, O

Mrs, .A, J. Pettingill of Malden spoke at
Lowell on the 5th inst., with excellent results.
Her subjects wers in the afternoon, *Our
Home Over There,” snd in the evening, ' Dr.
‘l'almage and Lyman Abbett.,” Both addrésses
were of & bigh order ot excellence. Mrs. Jones
will oooupy the Lowell rostrum next Sunday.

J. B. Soarlett of ¢ambridgeport ocoupied tha

latform of the Firat Spiritualist Soolety,

ttchburg, on Maroh 5. His lectures and tests
gave goneral satisfaction. Miss Howe's music
was a speoial feature o! the occasion. Mr.
Walter Kollins of Charlestown will speak for
this society March 13.

. On account of {llness, Dr, C, H. Harding was
unable to fill his engagement at Brockton last
Sunday, and bis place was filled by Rev. S, L.
Beal, who f(ave B very instructive leoture.
Mrs. J. W, Kenyon will occupy the platform
March 13,

New York.

PAt the Womans’ Progreasive Union of Brook-
yu, N. Y., Bunday afterncon and evening ser-
vices were hald as usual. Mr. F. A, Wigpin
reviewed Dr, Lyman Abbott’s views on Spirit-
ualism in the afternoon; Jerome H. Fort,
President Church of Divine Communion, spoke
in the evening. Mr, Wiggin closed both meet-
ings with ballot tests. Music was furnished
by Mrs. Sieber, Miss Edna Turton and Miss
Dikeman./”

The Qhurch of the Fraternity of Divine
Commirnion held services Sunday evening in
Aurora Grata Cathedral, Dr. E. F. Smitbh,
Vice President, presiding. Ira Moore Courlis
sang, spoke and gave tests, Further wmusic
furnished by E. Adolph Whitelaw and Miss
Richardson. Tnursday evening class meeting
devoted to questions and answers.

Christian Spiritnal Uaion held services Sun-
day afternoon at Tuzedo Hall, 59th street and
Madison Avenue. - Dr. Harlow Davis made
pleasing remarks, and gave agreat mauy tests,
all recognized.

BA¢t the residence of Mrs. H, Dean-Chapman,
330 West 59th strest, New York, her birthday,
also that of 1. C. Dorn of Newark, N. J., was
celebrated. Thursday evening, music, words
of good chieer, welcom# from host and hostess,
a hearty repast and coistribution ot * favors”
made the occasion a pleasant one,

" The First Society of Spiritualists of Syra-
cuse, N. Y., held mesetings Sunday atvernoon
aud evening. Dr. George C. Parmiter was
speaker; Mrs. M. Olmstead of Boston pave
tests, all recognized.

Other States.

The Philadelphia Spiritualist Society, Mrs,
Thos. M. Locke writes, has had for speaker
during the month of I’ebruary, Prof. Wm, M.
Lockwood, who is duing a grand work for our
Cause in the demonstration of spiritual phe,
nomena. He lectures for us twice on Sunday
and through the week ; he is generous and kind
and does all in his power for the advancement
of the society. Mrs. May S. Pepper, who is
known all over this country for her wonderful
psychic gifts, has followed the Professor’s lec-
vares with spirit messages, and has given many
wondertul tests, and never made one failure
during the entire month., ‘ Bright Eyes,” who
is the control of Mrs. Pepper, is certainly do
ing a good work through her medium, Prof.
Lockwood will lecture for our society during
tti3 month, followed by Miss Margaret Gaule
with spirit messages, -

J. C. F. Grumbine cnntinues to lecture be-
fore the First Society of Rosicrucians, Chi-
cago, I, 11 A, M. Sundays, 1n Steinway Hall,
He will leave April 24 for Syracuse, N. Y.,
where he will reside psrmanently, lecture and
establish the College of Paychical Science. A
special class of twenty-five students graduate
in the spring, and will be_awarded diplomas,
The oftice.of Inmortality will be removed East,

Mrs. J. A. Chapman, Sec'y, from Norwich,
Ct., writes that Oscar Edgerly spoke in the
Spiritual Academy Sunday. In the afternoon
he answered questions; in the evening spoke
on * Heaven and Hell.”

Amasa Whipple served the Providence Spir-
itualist Association in Columbia Hall Sunday
afternoon and evening. Mrs. Sarah Bumes
gave tests. Next Sunday E. S, Straight. Bax.
NER oF Licur for sale,

In Orient Hall, Portiand, Me., Mrs. M. A.
Redlon made remarks, Sunday, and gave satis-
1actory tests,

For Gencral Debility

Use Horsford’s Acid Phosphate.

Dr, R. D, Faisex, New Orleans, La., says:
“1 have almost universally seen good effects
produced by it in diseases of the male orzans
of generation, general debility and pulmonary
diseases.”

A Letter to the Editor,

Dear Sir and Friend: I was unusually de-
lighted this morning upon reading the bright
and very thoughtful little poem by my friend
Joel B. Dow, Esq., the noted lawyer of Beloit,

Wis, Ispenta month at his hospitable home
in Beloit during the the winter of 1896 Mr,
Dow is not only a humanitarian in the fullest
sense of that much-abused word, but is one of
our deepest thinkers in everything appertain-
ing to the ocoult in philosophy, It was through
the columns of the BANNER oF LiGHT that [
became acquainted with this very remrarkable
man, Mr. Dow had read some of my arti-
cles entitled *“ Occult Experiences,” published
in THE BANNER, and wrote me a very
flattering letter of appreciation. From that
time our correspondence became quite regu-
lar, and, upon my return trip from Misnnesota,
where | had been to perform at the Ole Bull
Monument Festival, 1 made it a point to stop
at Mr. Dow’s home, I found Mr. Dow and his
delightful family all my antioipations had piet.
ured, Mis. Dow being a composer of charm-
ing music, and both herself and daughter
practical musicians of more than average
ability. Private musicalés wers at cnve inau
urated in Mr, Dow’s home, and [ need searce-
y add, that for many evenings hosts of friends
crowded his spacious parlors, and the hoursin.
deed “flew on by angels’ wings.”” It was with
sincerse regret that I parted with this estima-
ble family. A few of Mr. Dow’s remarkable
8Byings may not beout of place here. 1.‘'Facts
are the finger priuts of God.”” ‘' Oue fact, if
it be no larger than the print of a raindropin
thesand falling ages a%o, ivesforever. 2. “The
tomb is not a blind alley; it is a thoroughfare
which closes in the twilight to open with the
dawn.” 3. “The inquiry among students in
the American colleges now, is not what Ba.
' ]anm’s asa 8aye, but what nalure says.”
Sincerely Yours, J.JAY WATSON.

MY -

ves e —
History ofAmerloan Spiritustiani,
Y3, 30 CEKILES, M, 00

After over Bfiy yenrs of Spiritusilsm i
Amerlon, alnge the Hydesvillo oleotr|e*rap-

ylugs trom the unseen world, hdve passad, 1s Lt
not1ime that there wos o well-written, con-
wooutive hlstory of American Bplrltuniism?
And?;(ho shall write this book, or books? Over
firteén’ years 8go in conueotion with u literary
gentloman, who did not wish hin name pub-
Holy montioned, a8 he was a colloge professor,
{ commenced writing such, a history~—but as
nearty all ot my gathered doouments and dites
wera burned 1h that 8an Antonlo sanitarium
conflagratvion, I gave it up.

That such & history ol the origin and prog

 THEMODENN
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ress of Spiritualism 1n this country be wiitten

soems Lo me to be a necessity. True, we have
Mrs. Britten’s *Nineteenth Century Mira-
-oles,” & cumbrous volame, which was valuable
when written and yet quite as valuable and
of more interest to Europeaq than to Amerioan
Spiritualists, The firsu thirty pages of her
book were devoted to German Spiritualism,
the next forty-five to Frenoh, and the next
or third chapter of one hundred and thirty-
six pages was devoted 1o the movement
in Grest Britain. These obapters were fol-
so,wed by Spiritnalism among the Hindus,

—

816, and the last chapter was glven to Amerl
"dan Spiritualism, all of’ which was awkwardly
But.t,ing the finish before the beginning, the
orse behind the carriage. And then the name
of the bcok- was by many regarded as objeo-
tionable—* Nineteenth Century Miracles ”’—
inagmuoh ag there are not and never were any
miracles in the general or orthodox acoepta
tion of the term. The volume also contained
% great deal of irrelevant matter. Do not think
that in stating these fects L am for a mo-
ment undervalaing the bouk or the great merits
of its gifted author, But it is at present.not
up with the genius and spirit of Modern Spir-
itualism in America, and other countries of the
world. A new, carelullf written, concise,
closely-conneoted, and alaborate history ot
Spiritualism in America should be written
wuile some of the old pioneers in the work are
yot sojourners in their mortal bodies,

Who shall do this work? The efficlent and
energetic president of the National Associa-
uion of Spiritualists recommended in one of
his reports that Lyman C. Howe be invited to
write such a history, and I think the sugges-
tion met with s unanimons approval of all
g{resenn attending the National Association.

r. Howe as medium, speaker, writer and de.
voted toiler has been in the work of Spiritual-
ism from its very inception, and is every way
well qualified to do this work, and he wili do it
ag he does all of his work, ably and conscien-
tiously,

But if he devotes his time and talents to
this proposed work, which will take at least
two.years, he will necessarily have to drop his
lecture work on’ the platform, and be remu.
nerated for his time -and Jabor. This will be
but the simplest act of justice. And now how
shall the funds be raised to emable him to
write and publish such a history? A book of
this charaoter will Lot pay the author a8 would
some shallow, exciting novel or some tale of
travels in darkest Africa; although it would
evidently pay after a period of years,

have not submitted these matters to Mr.
Howe's attention, and [ am not assured that he
will approve of my plain, straightforward
writing in thus conjuring with hisname. Iam
used, however, to vaking responsibilities, and
have more than once been lashed for my good
intentions. I feel certain that funds can be
raised, and cheerfully raised, by this great body
of Spiritualists, numbering millions, to enable
Lyman C. Howe to present to the world a coi-
rect and ably:written history of American
Spiritualism, Let us hear from others upon
this subject at once.

WHY WERE NAFOLEON AND XKING
RICHARD EBEATEN?

Napoleon had nerves of steel at Austerlitz and dys-
pepsia at Waterloo. King Richard suffered the ago-
nies of insomnia the night tefore he met Richmond
on the fatal field of Bosworth. Ill-health, low vital-
ity, nervous and physieal exhaustion are always the
canses of lack of ruccess in whatever you undertake.
Weak nerves, low vitality, female ¢complaints, insom-
pia and despondency prevent women 1rom attalning
their object in lie, in work or soclety, or fuifilling
their duties as wile, mother and home-maker, Ner-
vous debiiity, shattered perves and physical exhaus-
tion from overwork, indiscretions and excesses stand
as a stumbling block 10 the path of success for men,
Absolutely the only hope of attaining success in life
les in getting back your health, and you can do so if
you adopt the right means. You have perhaps trled
to get well and talied, Simply because you have not
used the rignt means., You have taken drugs aund
poisons which have done you po good. Why do you
not-use the wonderfully curative harmless vegetuble
mediclnes of Dr. Greene, 3¢ Temple Place, Boston,
Mass., discoverer of that grand.restoratlve known
and used all over the world, Dr. Greene’s Nervura
blood and nerve remedy? This is but one of the
marvelous cures for different complalnts and condi-
tlons of disease which Dr. Greene. has discovered,
and the fact that he Is & regular physielan, a skilled
and experienced specialist i the treatment and cure
‘of all forms of nervous, chroni¢ and lingering com-
plalnts enables him to perfectly understand your dis-
ease and prescribe bhis health-restoring medicines to
cure. Covsultation, examination and advice are given
to all absolutely free of charge. You are welcome to
call, or {t not convenient, write him fully aud {reely
abuout your case and in perfect confidence. It costs
you nothing to eonsult him and find out all about your
complalnt, and we assure you that you will be cured
if you will adopt this treatment by barm less vege-
table medlcines.

Jubileo Deflcit, . .

Previnusly acknowledged, $1.243.16. A widow’s
mite, Hartford, V., $5; Mr+. Emma 8. Davis, 81;
Mrs. Luey M. Bliting, 10 cents, Total, $1 249.26.

Movements of Platform Lecturers.

{Notices under this heading, 10 insure ingertion the same
week, must reach this office by Monday’s mail.]

Anna L. Gillisple, née Robinson, i3 prepared to
answer calls for fectures, funerals, etc., as hereto-
fore. Her address I3 South Lang Avenue, Station A,
Pittsburg, Pa.

Amauda L Coffman, one of this elty’s most active
mediums, after a long absence, I3 again beforethe
Jublic, ready for camp or vther engage ments in this
and adioinivg States, This medium has done a great
work bere with her sittiugs during her retirement
from the rostrum. 8be s & good public test medium,
and is also an interesting speaker. H. W, Boozkr,
Grand Rapids, Mich,

Dr. George A, Fuller lectured in Berkeley Hall,
Boston, March 5th, and will also lectnie at the same

26th, He has May 28¢th and the 1ast thres Sundays of
June unengaged, For terms address him at 42 Alva-
rado Avenue, Worcester, Mase.

J. C. F. Grumbine will be at Onset and-Cassadaga
Camps, 2nd expects to fill other enpagements East,
Address him, 3960 -Langley Avenus, flat 3, Chicago,
until April 25, : - «. '

g

The Ladles’ Aid Socicty
will celebrate the -Anniversary of Modern
Spiritualism Friday, March 31, The following
talent is expected: . '

Mr, H, D. Barrett, Mrs. Carrie F. Loring,
My, A. P, Blian, Dr. Dean Clarke, Mr. J. B,
Hatceh, Sr., Mesdames Alice Waterhouse, Kate
R. Stiles, N. J. Willis, Sarah ‘A, Byrnes: for
recitations, Misses Lucette Webster, Etta Wil-
lis, Mrs, M. A. Brown:; mediums, Messrs. Al-
bert Sawin, Edgar W. Emerson, Mesdames
Anpnie Cunningham, Hattie C. Mason, Ken-
yon, Shackley, Nettie Holt-Harding, Jennie
K. D. Conant’ musto, Misses Laidlaw, Amanda
Bailey, Messrs. Charles W. Sullivan, George
Cleveland, E. W. and C. L. C. Hatch,

The services wil be held morning, afternoon
and evening. Dinner and supper will be served
in the hall, 241 Tremont street. We hope all
the friends will attend.

CARrgIE L, HatcH, Sec'y.

The ﬂelpln; Hand Society
Will celebrate the Anniversary of Modein
Spiritualism Wednesday, March 29, at Gonl{
Hall, Among those who are to be present are:
Mr. George A. Fuller. Mr. F. A. Wiggin,
Mrs. N. J. Willis,. Mrs. Hattie C. Mason, Mrs.
A. Waterhouse, Miss Lucetta Webster, Miss
Gertrude Ldidlaw and many others,
@G. C. CRAWFORD,

¥~ Now editious of the works of Andrew
Jackson Davis have jast been received from

place the 12th and 19th, and at Greenwich, Mass,, the |-

the press, We oan now fill all orders,

. d4i  Legislation in Illinols,

State Board of Hea—l_tﬁ Recedes From Its
Former Bill.

'The Senate judiolary committee at; its sesslon
Monday afternoon heard arguments on the
bill to eatablish a state board of medical exam-

iners, ete, This bill s pnderstood to be the
onild of the State board of health, and intend-
g;i a m#]bstitut»e for the medicnf praotice act

*1688, whioh was not thoughtto be quite ri?ld
enougfl in exoluding from the right to practice
medioine oertain so-called irregulars,

John A. Barnes of Chi.ago, attorney for the
state board of health, wae put forward asthe
champlon of the measure, To the delightiul
surprise of those opposed tothe bill Mr, Barnes

resented a substitute for the original, which

acks most of the more objectionable features
of the original bill. Among the changes are
these: Section 1, providing for & state board is
dropped entirely. This renders null sections
2 and 3, defining the duties of the board. Sec.
tion 6, requuring all physfoians to get new
licenses and to get them renewed yearly, is
kept out. Seotion 7 alto goes b{ the board.

Section 8 18 s0 emasoulated as to ba harmiess.
This was the chief teature of the bill, as it was
aimed at advertising dootors. Seotion 9 lets in
the osteopaths, magnetio healers, Christian soi-
entists, eto., as now amended, 'l‘hls surrender
18 to be accounted for on the ground that the
authors of the bill knew that the opposition
to it would be strong enough toprevent its pas-
sage.

Dr. T. A, Bland was the chief speaker on the
opposition side. He satd that he had comse pre-
pared to make argument against the very fea-
tures of the bill which bad been eliminated.
He offered some objeotions to other sections,
however, and bis suggestions were at ones ac-
cepted by Mr. Barnes,

r. Bland had a traveling bag full of letters
from physicians in this State in opposition to
the bill, These letters were addressed to him
in reply to his open letter to the dootors of the
State, dated Jan, 23. He hasraceived over one
thousand such letters, and they continue to
come. He also presented petitions signed by
over one thousand doctors, and forty-seven
thousand people who employ doctors, and de-
sire to choose their own puysicians without the
aid of a State Board.

The amended bill was referred to a sub-com-
mittee of five, Senator Baxter being chair-
man. - +

At its meeting, March 1, the sub-committee
amended the bill as I had suggested in my
speech the day before. ltisa great improve-
ment over the present law. The State Doard,
in trying to gev more power, has been shorn of
much that it had, I am universally credited
with producing this gratifying result; am con-
gratulated by my friends, ~}ucluding many
Senators and members, .7 T. A, BLAND,

The Christ (uestion Settled---A New
: Edition.

Considering the t;img,:the unexpected rapid

sale of the * Christ Question Settled,” by Dr,

Peebles, necessitates an immediate new and

larger edition, the value of which will be en-
hanced by a very full and alphabetical index,
correction of several errors, and an addition of
more matter upon this live subject, ** Jesus,
Man, Medium, Martyr,” It has been hinted
that the doctor catered in this volume to the
Christian thought of the church, The follow-
ing passages with others show right the re-
verse to be true. For instauce, on page 367 oc-
curs the following paragraphs:

“'The old chureh fathers transformed Jesus
the man into the Very God, who died to ap-
pease his own wrath, and opened "the way
through blcod whereby sinners might escape
the just punishment for their wrong-doing.
Accordingly, Isaac Watts sang in a hymn:

“*This {nfant is the mighty God,
Come to be suckled and adored.’

*Think of it, this God ‘suckled’—the
mighty God in diapers! This is eoclesi-stical
Christianity—rather it is the counterfeit coin,
ourrent and popular, but false. It puts the
emphasis upon belief rather than conduct,
upon faith rather than knowledge. It builds
catliedrals, not men. Religion istransformed
from & principle into an institution, We look
fora Christ, and find a church edifice. We
listen for angels, and hear the doctrines of
devils from a thousand pulpits. The hypocrite
and the Pharisee profess Christ, and practise
the Satan of selfishness and worldliness.

“Rejecting these church dogmas, do we offer
no substitutes? Indeed we do—we offer you
reason,science, philosophy,phenomena, we offer
you sound limbs for crutches, frash living food
for Israel’s stale manua, truth for authority,
and palaces and temples of transcendant mag-
nificence in place of your old ecclesiastical
mud huts, conceived in Babylon, born in
Egypto-Syria, cradled in Mecopotamia, framed
in the interests of Roman priesteraft, and en-
forced by kingly potentates when in power.”

6 ’I“\lixs next edition will be reduced from %1.25
0 81,

Maine.

Binauar.—A, Baker, Sec'y, writes: A moet-
ing of the Trustees of the Madison Camp As-
socialion was held at their grounds Feb. 18,
President Hayden in the chair, The following
business was transacted:

Voted, to acoept the resignation of the
Treasurer, J. H. Matthews, and N. P. Brown
was elected to fill the vacancy.

_Voted, that the Secretary hald the Associa-
tion funds until the new Treasurer has filed
his bond.

Voted, that the Treasurer’s bond be $5000, -

Voted, to have a seal. \

Aaron Drake and W.W. Russell were ap-
pointed Hall Committee and Ushers at our
next Camp-meeting, whioh is to commence
September 1 and to last ten days.

E, O, Danforth and A. N, Maore were ap-
pointed Ticket Agents. There is to bea two
days’ meeting at our grounds on the 3d and 4th
of June next. '

>+ o
>

¥&= There is a familiar anecdote about two
Catbolios who killed a traveler for his money,
but finding that he had bread and meat in his
knapsack, ate the bread and threw away the
meat because it was Friday. This may be fie-
tion, but something similar is related by the
New York police as true. A burglar,'in trying
to escape from a tenement house;found his
way blocked by a young man. He promptly
shot him and got away. Next day the vietim
died, and two days later the murderer was in
the hands of the police, having besn betrayed
by his sweetheart. The girl was asked if she
had renounced him for killing a man, and in-
dignantly replied that she had not. **I'd have
gone willingly to the gallows with him if [ had
to,”’ she told areporter, "' but yesterday [ found

Veteran Spiritualists Union

The Spiritualists of New England, under the
ausploes of the Unlon, will celebrate the Fifty-
First Anniversary of Modern Splritualism in
Hortlcultural Hall, Boston, Friday, March
31et, noxt, Elcwmnt speakers, Mr. F. A, Wig-
gin and Edgar W, Emerson for mediums have
nlready been engaged. Prof, W. F, Milligan,
pianist, J, J. Watson and daughter for musio,
with other first class talent, will be present.
The celebration will oeour in the u? hall,
while in the lower ball & grand soolal mnion
will bbjkeld 12t02and Sto TP M. . .

It is the intention of the Committes to make
this the most important celebration held in
Boston for many years. A list of speakers, and
other musieal talent, will be announced later,

Per order of Committee.
F. D. EDWARDS.

8% The journey of man across the narroy
isthmus of earth.life is to teach him that he
must develop his own soul’s powers in every
possible direction by means of sundry experi-
ences in ali departments of being.

U. S, CONSUL

CURED OF

ECZEMA
‘CUTICURA

I had an attack of Eczems, and ordered a
box of oxide of zinc ointmeunt. 'The st
application changed the Eczema to hell-fize,
which seemed unq enchable.” The druggist
had use « a rancid ceraie and [ was poisoned.

. A local physiciau did not help matters, and
everything either failed to help, or made it
worse, [ was Dbecoming desperate, when I
thought of Curicura REMEDIES, and dis-
g:uchcd my servant tora cake of CUTICURA
Soar and a box of CUTICURA (ointment).
The first application relieved me and in three
days 1 was well.

PULASKI . HYATT, United States Consul.

Dee. 13, 1897, Santiago de Cuba.

Sol.lthronghoutthe world  Povrrr D, & . Carr., Sole
Props., Bustun, ** How to Cure the Worst Eczema,” free,

If you suffer from Epilepsy, Fits, Spasms,
Spells, Falling Sickness, St. Vitus's Dance, ete,,
have children, relatives, friends or neighbors
that do so, or know people that are aflicted
my New Discovery, pilepticide, will PER-
MANENTLY CURE them, and all youare asked
to do is to send for a FREE Bottle and try it.
It has CURED thousands where everything
else failed. My 90-page Dlustrated Pook,
“Epilepsy Permanently Cured,” FREE. When
writing, please give name, AGE and full address.
All correspondence professionally confidential
W. H. MAY, M.D. >
May Laboratory, - 94 Pine St., New York City.

Springfleld Election.

The First Spiritualist Ladies’ Aid Society
held its annual meeting Feb. 21, 1899, at 2:30
p.M., No. 10 Foot’s Blook. The following offi-
cors were elected for the ensuing year: Presi-
dent, Mrs. Hortense G. Holcomb ; 18t Vice-Pres.
ident, Mrs. Sarah G. Haskins; 2d Vice Presi-

dent, Mrs, Blla Wightman; Clerk, Mrs, Mary
French; Treasurer, Mrs. Augusta J. Clark;
Correspouding Secretarv, Mrs. Anna M, Kel-
gey. Directors—Mrs. Hortense G. Holcomb,
Mrs, Sarah G. Haskins, Mrs. Lida Hart, Mrs,
Caroline Fairfield, Mrs, Addie L. Leach, Mrs,
Mary French, Mrs. Augusta J. Clark.

—

5™ Readers, pleage notice that we are now
ready to fill your orders for A, J. Davis’ books.
Just received a new supply,

-

Announcement.

W. J. Colville announces the immediate pub-
lication of a singularly weird and. thrilling
occult story by a gifted Roumanian anthor,
Dr. Eugénie Eliscu of New York. The title of
this singular romance is ' SATAN’S HoOF AXD
THE Two Wnicues'' For ineight into the
occult practices of parts of Europe not usually
frequented by the general traveler or pleasure-
seeking tourist, this work holds an almost
unique position. Every lover of the curious,
the psychical and the mystical will revel in its

entrancing narrative of strange adventure
coupled with elucidation of profound myste-
rieg of Nature. The philosophy is of the high-
est. The book cannot fail to enlighten as well
as entertain, Advance subscriotions can ba
sent immediately to Banner of Light Pablish-
ing Co.—25 cents each, five coples, $1.- The
book will be printed in clear type, on good pa-
per, with very superior cover.

&= Our readers’ attention is hereby called
to the card of Wm. H. Drake on another page
of this number, . .

Announcement,

The Massachusetts State Association will ’
celebratethe Fifty-first Anniversary of Modern
Spiritualism Thursday; March 30, i Union
Hall, 48 Boylston street, Boston, Mass.

A large array of talent will be announced for
this occasion in a later edition of this paper.
Among those whom the committes is able to
announce at.present are: Mr. F. A, Wiggin,
the celebrated medium, who is coming to Bos-
ton for that purpose (it will be his first appear-
ance for this season); H. D, Barrett, President
N. 8. A.; President Geo. A, Fuller, 2d Vice-
President Mis. Carrie I, Loring, Director Mrs.
H. G. Holcomb; Dr.Dean Clarke, Mr, A. P,

Blinp, Mrs. Alice Waterhouse, Hattis C. Mason,

out thz}t he bad broken Intoa church, and I | Mrs, Junetts Yeaw. Makefhis another jubilee
couldn't stand any man who would uo that.” ' guch as we had last year. Watch THE BANNER |

z—Truth Seeker,

COMMITTRE,
N

for furtker particulars,

——

LARKIN SOAPS

OUR OFFER FULLY EXPLAINED IN  pANNE

AND PREMIUNS.-FACTORY TO FAMILY

The Larkin (dea fully explained In
beautiful free booklet. Free sample .
soap If mention this publication.

Tha Larkin Soap Mfg. Co,, Larkin 8¢, Buffalo, Vs
ROFI1IQGHT NOV.19 AND 20.
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