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SEVERIA:

) PART II. . - o
AND GUARDIAN BPIRITS SHALL HAVE CHARGE
’ . * OVER THEE,

When consciousness returned to-my spirit I
was alone, but memory, ever faithfgl, held her
mirror before me, . R o

I knew that I wag in the spirit-world, after

.still another pilgrimage upon the earth. I knew
that I had followed my love in her search for
perfection. Iknew that I had returned with

~ out finding her. I knew that she wag still held |

by the material, and I resolved that if it were
possible, to seek her in spirit and smooth the
rugged path that she had deemed necessary for
her development, - '

But how was I to find her? Who would re-
veal her hiding-place to me? I found there
were many difficulties to bar my search, many
trials to be borne, but my homesick spirit was
impatient of delay, . _

Where shall I look for aid? I cried. When,
lifting up my eyes, 1 found my father standing
by my side, my joy was great. My.father, as.
of old, could remove all obstacles.. Gresting
me with affection, he said: * Conte with me,
my son, and your desires shall be given you.”
It was the old-time voice that called me: it
was the dear father that loved and guided me
through boyhood and early manhood, in my
‘lasgt earthly pilgrimage that had_ just been
closed; but in the rush of memories that flood-
ed my returning spirit I had forgotten even
him, my dearly beloved father. . o

“Father,” I cried, “Iam not what you think
me—" Interrupting hesaid: “Alec; I know it
all; but you dre none the less my son, I love:
you far more tenderly than of old even, for the
love of a spirit is infinitely greater than that
of the most loving mortals. We love with so
great a love that we can rejoice in the afflic-
tions of. our loved ones while we weep pitying
 tears for their sufferings. I have witnessed
your sorrows, my son; I have even aided in
leading you into the thorny path that you have
been called upon to tread, I”—he lifted his:
eyes as if in prayer—'‘have watched by the
side of your love, the love that was given you
in the birth-throes of the spirit’s first awaken-
. ing; thelove that was yours long before I could
‘claim you; the love that is a part of yourself,
the holier part, as you are of her. She has in-
deed become now, through suffering patiently
borne, ‘altogether beautiful.” But come, she
has need of you.” * ] » .

“Take me to her,” Icried eagerly, * for I long
to look upon her face,” _

“Alec, my son, you have lived side by side
with her for many years, but poverty and gaunt
want coyered her from your sight.”

Ashe talked he had led me back to the earth,
and the familiar home fades were about me:
The dear mbther, widowed and old, mourning
. for me as one without a comforter; my children,

‘whom I had tenderly loved and watehed over
with solicitous care for many years, their moeth-
er, whom I had -called by the sacred name of
wife. I looked upon them with surprise, they
were so unlike their formdr earthly beauty,
for selfishness had left its trail bere also.

My life had been one of prosperity, as viewed
by my fellow-men, but to me it had rung false,
and was full of dead hopes. I had long ago
wearied of it, and" a homesick longing.for the
life that I felt awaited me, and of which I had

- fleeting memories, filled me with unrest. AsI
lingered by my own fireside ‘my freed spirit
floated back many, many years. I was once
more a young and ardent lover, Dear Sweden
wag my home. My love was fair and bright,
no sorrow had crossed her path or despened
the shadows in her laughing eyes.

Listen! again I hear the clear sweet tones of
ny love echoing through memory’s halls as she

- calls me in the twilight.

“Alec! Alec!” calls the voice., Merrily I give
back the answering cry, The sorrow through
which we had passed since those happy hours
is forgotten, 1 am again only a comely youth,
with hope and Jove filling my cup of happiness
to the brim, hastening to meet my sweetheart,
simple in the faith of my fathers, unperplexed
by the past, careless of the future. But again
my father’s voice recalls me. FairSweden, with
per memories, was gone! My love’s bright
laughing face had vanished, but my heart still
throbbed in unison with her happy voice, that
voice whose melody has never ceased to thrill
me.

Presently with my father I found myseif
standing by the side of a poor deformed woman
who had sold small wares from a stand in the
open street in my native city many years. I
had often left a few pennies in exchange for
gome trifie upon the humble stand, more, I
think, for the pleasure it gave me to hear her
gentle “thank you, sir,” in the rich, melodi-
ous voice that was her onme charm, than for
charity’'s sake. I knew something of her his-
tory. She was the daughter of adrunken ne'er-
do-well, whose family never knew aught but
want, Her deformity she inherited from him,

. but her brave, honest cheerful spirit we knew
must have been a direct gift from God, it was
80 unlike the sordid life from which she sprang.

We halted by her stand, for & long line of fu-
neral carriages.was passing; they were carry-
ing my mortal remains to their last resting-
place. This is usnally a trying ordeal to a re.
turning spirit, but I was so absorbed in my
search for my lost love of the happy days thai
it would have passed by me unheeded, but for
a low, stifled cry that pierced me.

* Alec, my Prince, my beloved ! ” moaned the
voice., Iturned toward the woman, that I had

not before noticéﬁ, save as a familiarobject:
She sat motfonless, her face buried in' her
hands, the crowd roughly jostling her, as they
swept past, for I was a man of some note, and
the streets were thronged with people. At
the sound of her voice I turned my face toward
her, and in the spirit of this deformed woman
Irecognized my lost love. A peace fell upon
me, a joy entered my sonl tbat as a mortal I
could never have known. My heart’s hunger
was satisfled, my seatch was over. I was at
rest, ' ‘ ,
. Byt againthe cry startled me: “ Alec) Alec!”
moaned the voice of the spirit. A silence
seemed to fall upon the earth, and through it
the voice came distinctly to'my understanding.
*It cannot be,” she moaned, *it cannot be.
Why should one so bright, so useful, so kind,
be carried away into the darkness, and I, a blot
upon-the earth, beleft. Oh! God!” she prayed,
it was but’ a mite that I asked of thde, a
glimpse of the noble face, a note of the gentle
voice that made music in my hearf all the day’
through, a touch of the strong, clean hands
that never did'a wrong, Ah! darkness has in-
deed fallen upon the earth! Father, I have
waited huintbly, patien%.trying to do-faith-
fully the duties often sd” hard, which you saw
fit to give me to do, but the last ray oflight
has passed from my sight, and even tears for
him are denied me.” - '
Filled with amazement, [ gazed upon her
““Have I been blind all of these years?” I cried.
“ Has this beautiful spirit been so near me,
loving me always, and I indifferent, uncon-
scious?” S
Still in spirit she moaned, and ‘griéved, and
prayed; but the woman’s face-was stolid and
hard, and her voice strong, quiet and. full of

the melody that I remembered so well, as she

sold her humble wares, or ptotected them from
vandal hands. When the darkness of night
gathered around her, I followed to her humble
home, and watthed Yith wondering eyes the
cheerful, putienﬁ\ devotion with which she
strove to make its \pov%rty a little less oppres-
sive: but while the woman’s voice and hands
made cheerful the poor roow, her spirit still
moaned, and complained of its darkened life, T

‘watched by the humble couch when, at last,

wearied and suffering, she lay down to rest.
But sleep refused her the boon of its soothing.
I listened, s the house and the city grew quiet,
to her complainings. I listened, as memory
rolled back its doors with a discordant jar, and
the voices and pictures from the past of her
present life came trooping in. In vain she
tried to push them back, to hush theit clamor-
ous tales of misery, to turn her thought away
from the mocking sound. - .
“Why was I born?” she questioned. ‘“What
possible good haye I brought the world, a bur-
den always, without one gift or grace, whereby
to win even a passing regard? Why were you
taken, and your usetul, belpful life thrust out
of the light,and T left? Obh! could I have died
for thee! Joy would have filled my heart could
I have donethee the slightest service. But it
was denied me, and you have gone from my
sight forever, and this pitiful life, so hard be-

 fore, is left desolate.” i

* And darkness is over all the éarth,” she re-
peated over and over. Theb, *Is there a God ?
Is there another life? God forgive me if I
blaspheme, but let me, I pray thee, sleep in
utter oblivion! Give me rest—forgetfulness.
Do not force me into an unknown life, I pray
thee, with the memory of this wretched exist-
ence wrapped like a cloud about me. My cup
of life has been too bitter! Ignorant, imper-
fect, miserable ; searching, reaching for I know
not what, longing for the unattainable. No
heaven could be possible for me! Blot me out,
I pray thee! Alecl Alec! I bave loved you
always,” she sobbed, ‘'Even as a lad your
pitying eyes followed me, and your chivalrous
heart, that was ever ready to protect the wealk,
shielded me from the mocking crowd. Your
smile was like the cry of land to the ship-
wrecked mariner, filling my beart with new
courage. But your love was not for me. The
gulf is too deep and wide for even eternity to

span; but, afar off, I will dream of and love

you still, for my soul is famished for recogni-
tion, When this dreary life shall at last end,
let the earth cover my unsightly body and
sweet oblivion hold my dissatisfied spirit,”

Thus she mourned and prayed, until the
tardy winter’s sun threw up his golden lances,
then she sank into a deep, dreamless sleep,
which would give her strength for another day
of patient waiting.

“And this suffering spirit was oncs my
Queen! this desolate woman my beautiful love
of the happy days. Far, far more precious art
thou in thy desolate sorrow, oh! moital, than
when as a haughty Queen thou ‘didst trample
under foot thy fellows, or, as Queen of my
heart, thy selfish spirit laid waste its fair gar-
den of hope and love.” Wag all this suffering
necessary ?”’ I asked of the angel who stood
ever by her side, never weary, watching, wait-
ing for her perfection, for her release.

It was necessary,” he replied, .

“And I? What have [ to doin this work?”
I questioned, ‘' She is too sacred for me to
touch. Before the spirit of this common wo-
man, that I have passed and repassed without
a thought, I stand dumb, awed by ber surpass-
ing strength and loveliness.”

“This,” he answered, ‘‘is your work: You
have heard her moanings in the still night;
ghe distrusts herself, distrusts God, and shrinks
from the eternal life. You are to fill her heart
with trusting love. You will win her to a de-
gire for the new life, and you will feed her
famished heart, and her spirit will expand and
grow urder your miniatering as it could not
under that of another. The harshness of her
discipline was necessary, but in some things

the hurt has been too deep. You are to heal
and comfort her bruised spirit, “She will feel
the" influence of. your love without knowing
the source from. whence the soothing. comes.

'As time passes she will say, ‘This ineffable

peace is born of my sorrow for your loss,
Alec! Thus she will recognize ‘you, and in
her beautiful, loving presence you will find a
home, a rest, & content, a satisfaction before
unknown to you.”
- “But,” I asked, *was not this your work?
Could you not have saved her from all this?”
“Yes, and no.. Our mission as guardian
spirita—for we are spirits, and still imperfect
—is of and for the-development of the spirit,
and not for the advancement of the material
life. -Often the misgion of a guardian spirit is

to bring trials into the life of their charge. |

This suffering has been thrown upon the wo-
man in part to make reparation for the seeds
of distrust that she planted with so heedless
hand in your heart years ago. You will profit
by her sorrows, for in aiding her to overcome
her distrust and gloom you will have to'set &
close watch upon yourself, else you will do
harm instead of good, for her sensitive spirit’
will be easily influenced by you.

“*You will learn of her, that a cheerful coun-
tenance is a prayer; that willing ministry to
others, without the thought'of return, a faith-
ful performance of homely everyday duties,
the kind thought, as well-as the act, go to
make up the boliness of the spirit. '

"In your earthly pilgrimages you have been
denied the love of wife and children. “When
you have reached out eager, trusting hands to

‘pluck the tempting fruit it has been as ashes

to your taste. Yourspirit hungers fora return
of the love that you have so lavishly given to
others. Her heart is full of conscious love for
you, as you last appeared to her. Avail your-
self of it, it is yours; lead her to think of you
as a ‘mortal, a3 a man, thus she will become
familiar with you; for this purpose I have al-
lowed her spirit to obtain a glimpse of. you a8
you are; but she loves you not as a spirit, but
as a mortal. In the past you eagerly sought
her love; now she loves you, but without hope
of return or r'e'cognition. So shall her haughty
pride become a sweet and gracious dignity.

*She has made you, as a man, her ideal, her
prince, her king. As a spirit, you will strive
to reach the high standard of perfection which
she has set for you. Often kind pity led you
in the past to give her a smile of recognition
or a pleasant_ word. Then, indeed, did her
spirit glow and vecome radiant, until she was
what she is” unconsciously striving to be, ‘al-
together beautiful,’ Then her famished heart
would feast for daysupon the crumbs that you
thus unwittingly let fall, You have seen what
your seeming death is to her. Her perfect
love is offered you, a priceless gift. This,” he
continued, “is a school still for you, You
have been released from the physical, that you
might minister unto her spiritual needs, as
well as to prepare yourself for her. Once
before you were separated. She was called
first, she profited by it, and learned then to
wait patiently. That lesson she has never for-
gotten. She brought it with her as a part of
her equipment, she has worn it as an armor in
this fierce and unequal struggle, and to it her
victory is largely due.

“ And now I go hence. If you have need of
ma, da]l forme. Igotoseek my own. [ camse
to teach, I stayed to leart, I, too, have learned
to bear patiently, learne! to be just, learned
that, to be- pure in all' things, the fountain,
the thought, must be jealously watched and
kept pure; learn to put away gloom, that others
may not be oppressed; learn that a cheerful
countenance will bring the sun-rays of hope
into the darkest day. I have learned of this
sesmingly forsaken woman that true nobility
is of the spirit; learned to love truth, purity,
charity, unselfishness, as I have never loved
before; learned to shrink more from sin rather
than from man’s reproach of it. I have
learned the beauty of an humble spirit. I
have learned one need not be great to be a
teacher, for this simple, unnoticed, even to
mortal repulsive, woman is the most effective
of ‘teachers in spirit,. ‘

“I go, leaving the peace of God in your
heart, and your loveof the past, and for all
time, to comfort you and to be comforted by
YOU-”

PART IIL
BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT.

Mounths have glided into years, still my love
grows in beauty. But the fierce conflicts are
ended, for she has learned to trust as well asg
to bear with patience, Looking upon her I
have found wherein I lacked. I have watched
myself carefully, that I might remove every
blemish that would give pain to her purified
spirit when we stand once more face to face in
the glad morning of our eternal life. I could

"not wish to remove her from bLer cares, for.did

she not herself choose this hard lot that she
might become ‘‘altogether beautiful”? Ah!
there is not one spot upon you, my love! my
love! your raiment is whiter than snow.

Old age is now upon her, and the humble
stand on the street corner, that had become so
dear to me, has been folded away for the last
time, and the little old woman, so precious,
with her clear-shining.raiment, attended by &
troop of loving spirits, was carried away to
the almshouse. This was a sore trial to her,
my beautiful lovs, for she was proud in her
poverty, and had striven hard to maintain her
humble independence. But behind this black
cloud the sun of spirit-love was turning the
desolation of even her life into brightness. In
this home for the poor she learned that her
beart and ear were attuned to the voices of
nature, for the almsbouse was removed from

{ planting of the colony.

the city’s turmoil, and she looked with delight
upon God’s earth as he made it. Hers, also,
she found room to give of that which she had
in abundance, her tender love, for the poor
and unfortunate did not scorn her bumble
ministry. ‘ c

To me she comes nearer, closer than ever be:
fore. She has never forgotten me as she last
knew me in the mortal, never ceased to call
me in spirit, for my ministry has borne its
fruit, '

* This ineffable peace,” she often says,*‘born
of my sorrow for your loss, Alec. Your tender
spirit will not scorn my humble love. God
gave me a part in you, that I might not faint
by the barren way in which he oalled me to
walk.” _ -

This ineffable peace is my reward also, and,
love, rest, content, brood like a white-winged

‘dove above us.

“Why,” she says in her melodious voice,

“God knows best what we need. I wis so dis-
tressed that I must come here that I was in
open rebellion against him,; and now I am sor
happy and content that I could live forever.”
. Dear heart! live forever.. When the pau.
per’s grave shall hide your misshapen body
and you shall stand revealed to yourself, then,
closely folded in my loving arms, our voices
shall rise'in anthem of praise and thanksgiv-
ing to the Giver of all good and perfect gifts
that we are indeed to live forever iz harmony
and love, made perfect through suffering.

And-now I will close, for thers is no.more to
tell. We only wait, my love and I, for the
patiper’s funéral cortéue to wind over the hill,
for she will not be buried unknelled, my beau-
tiful bride; the gratefal hearts of the poor, the
tender, if unclean hands of the unfortunate,
into-whose shattered lives she has poured the
costly balm of her wise sympathy, shall minis.
ter unto her” The lame, the halt, the blind
shall follow her to her humble grave. )

* Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.” - '

Then---Now. '
CHURCH’ AND STATE IN THE OLDEN
TIMES. '

. BY WM. FOSTER, JR.

Recently a chum of my academic days sent
me the Fast-Day Proclamation of Gov. Cooke
of Connecticut, which called up the olden times
when Church and State were practjcally united
inthat old Commonwealth. It iscouched in
regulation phraseology, having a decidedly old-
school orthodox' flavor, lacking the suapper
manner which used to close the Fast-Day and
Thanksgiving proclamations when I wasa boy:
“All setvile labor and vain recreations are by
law forbidden.” Woe to him who was a trans-
gressor anq was caught. R ]

A Jarge body of the people were restive, chaf.
ing under priestly domination, and there be-
pan in 1816 an agitation to lifg the burden of
ecclesiastical despotism. This took the torm
of political organization, the party rallying
under the name of Tolerationists, who demand-
ed religious toleration, an absolute divorce of
Church and State, and a republi¢an constitu
tion to supersede the old wormy charter of
King Charles. under which the upas tree of in.
tolerance was planted and nurtured till its
shadow covered the entire State,

The Tolerationists were sucecessful in 1818,
electing o liberal Legislature and adopting a

-constitution which pared off the theological

excrescences which had been growing since the
It was somewhat of a
marvel that success was attained. The suffrage
was restricted, the rank and file of the old Fed-
eral party clung to the mustycharter, hugging
the inequalities and iniquities incrusting the
government.

The orthodox clergy, almost to a man, took
the field, making their pulpits resound from
Sunday to Sunday with ferocious attacks
upon the Tolerationists, hell-charged diatribes
against infidelity and the leveling tendencies
oti? democracy. But all these efforts were vain;
the Federal bigots were routed, the meretri-

cious wedlock of Church and State was nalli-

fied, paving the way for full religious liberty,
an open field for all sects and denominations.
The present generation has no adequate con-

ception of the power of the clergy in the Puri.

tanic States of Connpecticut and Massachu-
setts, two peas from the same pod. The rec-
ords of both States are bloody and intolerant.
I suppose these acts powerfully tended to
throw me, at an early age, into the Liberal
rapks, especially the outrage perpetrated on
my grandmother, Ruth Chilson, of Mendon,
She was a poor woman, her cow being an im-
portant factor in the support of herself and
family; yet that cow was seized under the
law, and sold to pay the tax for the support of
“‘gtated preaching,” But I shall not have
cpace to go into details as to Massachusetts,
only to call attention to the hanging of witch.
es, the hanging of Mary Dyer, the Quakeress,
the scourgings of other Quakers, the banish.
ment of Roger Williams, also the pains and
penalties inflicted upon Baptists generally,
oven to tarring and feathering. To return to
Connecticut.

In this State every person born was by law
projected into the **Standing Order,” the Or-
thodox society of the town, to which he
was obliged to contribute by tax, unless he
lodged a certificate with the clerk of the so-
ciety that he had withdrawn and joined an-
other society. Episcopacy obtained a cousid.
erable footing in the State by reason of this
rigidity of the law. Many people preferred to
travel to heaven under the banner of the
thirty-nine articles rather than the black flag,
having as its insignia the five points of Calvin-
ism, with an abominable spirit of persecution
the incident. The orthodox parson was al-
ways a member of the school-board, always
taking good care that the Assembly’s cate-
cliism should be recited on Saturdays. When
& boy was up weli in the catechism, he invaria-
bly received the encomiums of the doniinie
with loving pats on the head.’

This theoﬁ)gioal phase of the school used te
be distasteful to very many parents, but there
was no escape, for the parson’s word was law.
One case | knew where the parent rebelled.
He told his children to attend well to their
groper sohool studies and drop the catechism,

aturday came, and when one of the boys said
his father had excused him from:the cate.

chism, preterring that he should learn reads -
ing, writing and arithmetic, the master’s face
flushed. He sent a boy out to cut some sticks,
who returned with quite 8 bundle, The mas-
ter put several in the aghes to toughen them,
then called the boy out. Seizing one of the
rods he-began to belabor the young raprobate,.
who sprang forward, seized another, and be.-
labored back. Several of the rods were used
up whep the boy was forced into a corner, the -
magter _upon his back. The boy saw his op-
ortunity, reached round, seizing the master -
gy'the hips, tearing to the door, which was
quickly opened. The master then was carried.
out doors and dropped in the yard. :

This episode created great excitement in the
town, resulting in soon eliminating from the
curriculumthe catechism. This incident I
note to show the spirit of the old orthodoxy,
and its'efforts to prolong its life and power
over the people. ,

Sunday was most thoroughly guarded by
law lest it should be profaned. No labor was
permitted, no traveling, unless an absolute
necessity. There was a species of constable
called a tithing-man, whose duty it was to spe~
cially see that due decorum was obgerved in
church, also to see that violators of the Sunday
laws were dealt with, Often a man would be
arrested on the road, he and his horse held in
duress till sundown, wien they could go their
way. Some amusing incidents would frequent-
1y occar, .

Occasionally a man, when sundown came
would insist that be should be cared for till
Monday morning; that he was delayed unnec-
essarily; and would thereby be forced to travel
by night, hence should be provided for, insist-
ing so persistenfly that he was generally ac-
commodated,

A sbrewd driver once rode the gauntlet suc-
cessfully. He had a helper and a donble team,
and as they approached a village, Pomfret, I
believe, discussed the possibility of a hold-up.
He said to his helper, ** et down jb the wag-
on, and cover yourself with the blankets, and T
will fix the tithing-man if he comes out.”” Ar-
riving in the viliaze the tithing-man came out,
and ordered the team to stop, and wait over’
till sundown. The driver remonstrated, said
he had been delayed, and was in a hurry to get
back to Providence, for his helper had come
down with the smallpox. Just then the man
in the blankets groaned, when the tithing-man
exclaimed: * Drive on! drive on! doun’t you
stop a minute. Get ont of the village as quick
as yot can.” .

Thesmallpox patient recovered speedily, and
at the first tavern they “smiled” at the suc-
cess of the ruse. There was one poiut which
perplexed my boyish brain, the beginning of
Sunday at the going down of the sub Saturday,
and ending at its going down Sunday, It was
a puzzler, for if God made the day holy and sa-
cred above other days, and said nothing about
sundowns,‘the patural day from twelve mid-
night to the next midnight must be the holy
time, according to God’s command. But the
law-makers had added a_portion of holy time
at one end, and cut off an equal portion at the.
other. This was a riddle I never could fathom,
and | never found any one that could, if ever
80 much pious. Oid theology abounded in rid-
dles to me in those days; occasionally, when I
gought to ventilate them, the only answer 1 got
was, “ You must seek the grace of God, then
all things will be made plain.”

But they were never 5o made, 5o it must be
I never found saving, explanatory grace. At
the going down of the sun Saturday, *all the
air a solemn stillness held ”’; every house be-
came unwontedly quiet, a monotonous dull-
ness presiding, contrasting sharply .with the
other end, whose holiness had been abrogated
by law. Then the busy housewife plied her
needles, the children became jocund and
merry, and neighborly calls were in order.

Amusements were tabooed. Cards were the
devil’s invention to Jure souls to hell; check-
erswere no better. All amusement was count-
ed vain, ungodly, tending hellward. Within
my remembrance, for a man to have a pack of
cards would raise the town’s talk:; if a game
was played, the utmost secrecy was observed;
no Masonic Lodge was ever more sedulously
guarded,

No labor, trade or *vain recreation” were
permitted on Fast and Thanksgiviog days.. By
law and usage they were investad with the
sanetity of Sunday; but it was bard to curb
the exuberance of us boys, and we would ar-
range a ball game in some out-of-the way hol-
low, putting a boy on the hill, crow fashion, to
wateh lest the tithing man should swoop down
upon us t¢ hand us over toa Justice of the
Peace, to bé dealt with for the crime of play-
ing ball contrary to law. We were young
rabels, refusing to conform to these laws, the
outcome of theological ideas, irrational in the
extreme, despotic in all their bearings, as well
as antagoniziog the teachings of Christ, which
have been blasphemously set aside by domi.
neering priesthoods, and supplanted by their
dogmatic' falsities and man-manufactured
creeds.”

Such was the Then, but the story is not half
told. The Now is, because brave souls have
hattled for free thought, free opinion and its
free expression. There have been martyrdoms
of life, martyrdoms of reputations and stand.
ing, for many who were in the vanguard bat-
tling for the right. We have traveled over a
wearying road to attain the freedom we now
enjoy, the merited liberty we now possess. -
Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty, wheth-
er civil or religious. There are reictionaries,
who would move back the hands on the dial of
progress, again entbrone the Church, revive
the haleyon days when-it controlled govern-
ment and dictated Jaws. Congress has been
besieged by zealots praying for an amendment
of the comstitution recogaizing God, Put
God there, and you have put in the entering
wedge of Orthodox theology, of which we have
had more than enough,

Let usgee to it that the Now be not turasd
backward to the Then which I have briefly de-
scribed. Ecclesiasticism is a slf, ginuous ele-
ment; it puts on the garb of religion to hide
its inner deformities, then operates with the
smooth, smiling face of the hypoorite. Let us
hold fast to what has been gained, sending our
Now down the years bettered and broadened,
its scope constantly expanding to meet the
progressive mind of humanity.

* Stand for the right! proclaim it loud!
Thou’lt find an apswering tone .
In honest hearts; and thou 'lt no more
Be doomed to stand alone,”

) ‘WiLL1ay FosTER, JR.
Providence, R. I. .

“Envelopes lined with tinfoil will possibly
bea ‘fad’ in the near future if experiments
with the Rontgen ray continues,’” says Pager
and Press. It has already been demonstrated
that the contents of a sealed letter enclosed in
an ordinary envelope ‘may be photographed,
.The Gaulois, a French paper, has photographed
such private matter in fifteen seconds. By
using envelopes with tinfoil our contemporary
would defy the X-rays in the hands of It’g'e in.
quisitive,
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* English and: Pdi‘fénhl" YVerslons of the Bible

_and its Defty; also Glimpses of Biblieal and
- Clagsical Mysterles, In the Light of Modern
* Spititusllsm, . ,
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"Poly'.bhrOme Bible; Spiritualiam leads. to a Broader and

“Clearer ‘Study of the Bible; Iing James Version, ils
Sourees, its Translators; King James' Qualificalions;
- Moses and Jehovah, 1. e, Yahweh, leave Egypt.
To the Editor of the Bannor of LAght: - .
" The * Polychrome Bible” article in the New York Sun

- "{Qot, 11, 1886) made mention of a proposed new translation‘of

the Bible, or rather of what i known as the Old Testament,
undertaken by certain biblical scholars, which might at
gome.time be expeoted from the press of the Johns Hop-
kins University of Baltimore. The Sun reported that **it

‘would be much more than a mere translation; that it

would amount to a recopstruction of the Bible, and that
though certain of its editors were.of the Orthodox faith,
this reconstructed Bible could not but profoundly affect
theideas, the teachings and beliefs of all Christendom.”
Some two or three months afterward there was a rumor of
a new quarterly to appear, which has since been verified
by the publication in April of this year of The American

Journal of Theology. Its pages are to he opened to writers

upon all theological subjects. Writers_ of every school of
theological opinion would receive welcome, the only limit
being that “every writer should make at least in some

.measure a real contribution to theological knowledge.”

“Coming events cast their shadow before.” Soit was
not.a great surprise when, in the New York Sunday Jour-

- nal Jan, 8, 1897, appeared a Polychrome Supplement, head-

ed, “ Amazing Discoveries Concerning the Book of Gen-
esis.”” "It is a patchwork of four or five writers, 4nd is not
the first ‘book of the Bible.,” The green color of certain
parts of this many-colored Supplement, indicated that the

.verses (from Chaps. ii., iii,, xii. and xxv, of Genesis) print-

ed on said color, were from an Old Testament document

" (850 B. C.); verses printed on a red color were froman

Eplhramitic doctiment (650 B. C.); verses printed on 4 yel-

. low color wersfrom'a Judaic-Ephramitic "document (Re-

cension 640 B, C.); and italic letters indicated additions to

- original documetits made by various editors between 640

and '100 B. C. 3

“ These discoverles are the results of the labors of Professor, the
Rev. Dr. J. C. Ball of Londop, oue of the greatest of ‘the world’s Se-
mitie scholars, who for the first time ln three hundred years has un-.
dertaken the work ol trapslating Genesis from 1ts orlginal sources
lnf,o modern Euglish, Prot. Ball Is one of the highest living author-
{ties in Hebrew, Arable, Syrlac and Assyrian, Without fear and
-without prejudice, he has undertaken his task from a sclolarly
standpolnt, paying no heed either to church or its scoffers. He has
_disregarded the accepted verston -eptirely. He has gone back to
the oldest origlual maouseripts in the world,” ) |

- 1t is a matter of joy to Spirituslists that such works are
to-be published. They have known for years that, could

" some of the rays of Modern Spiritualism be converged

upon the miracles, the prophets, the seers, and Jehovab,
the “Lord God” of the Old Testament, a flood of light

". would thence arise, which would more. or less enlighten

the Gentiles, Christians and all religionists,
It was in his youthful days that the present writer be-

' _ came a member of a Baptist church in Boston, and so con-

tinued for about twenty-five years; but with increasing
years there came to him additional knowledge and conse-

_quent change of his religious views. Before withdrawing

from the church, however, he sought advice from a be-
loved teacher, who had been President of the college from
which, about eighteen years previously, the writer had
graduated, in 1844, Ile opened bis heart to his friend, and
told of spiritualistic phenomena he had witnessed, of in-
stant ingpirational addresses and pocms he had heard, and
of certain remarkable personal experiences of his own,
The kind friend and wise counsellor, diplomated by sev-
eral colleges as D. D., LL. D,, ete. (titles whieh he honored
by accepting, and by which the colleges advertiged them-
selves), after some intervening remarks and inquiries, said:
“Ido not.doubt what you have related. I know you are
ap honest man, and I have heard similar things from others
who I know are honest; but 1 do not understand it. All I
can advise is, be careful what you do.”

The writer’s next step was to sever his church conneec-
tion, an act which to the present time—now in hisseventy-
eighth year—he bas never regretted; and next, to enter
more thoroughly than ever before upon the study of the
Bible in matters of divination, not suffering a witch to live
(Ex. xxii: 18), the woman of Endor, etc. And as he read
he was surprised and delighted at the, clearer light which
his previous knowledge of Modern Spiritualism (little as
that knowledge was) shed upon its pages.

The Bible now in general use in English-speaking coun- |.

tries is that authorized by King James A. D. 1611, It is
alsp the basis of the recent version, A. D, 1881. But it was
not possible to make a correct transiation of the Hebrew
Bible -into the English tongue at the time the work was

" undertaken in the reign of King James. Thers -did not

then, and does not now exist, any manuscript or copy of
the Hebrew Old Testament known and accepted by com-
petent scholars as absolutely correct. What the Poly-
chrome Bible may be, future scholars will determine. One
cause of this deficienoy of exactitude or certainty, was the
poverty of the earliest Hebrew manuscripts in the use of
vowel letters, The rows or successive lines of letters were
composed of consonants without vowels; nor were the
lines divided into words. The words which were subse-
quently formed out of them, in process of time were with-
out points or accents to indicate pronunciation. Conse-

~ quently, under these disabilities, no uniform reading or

understanding of the original Hebrew text was attainable,
Prof. Moses Stuart, in his critical ** History of the Old Tes-
tament Canon,” page 192, declared that **some eighty thou-
sand various readings can occur out of the Hebrew conso-
nants; how many as to the vowel points and accents no
man knows." - ‘ -

But there gradually arose, commeneing about the third
century A.D. and continuing until about the eleventh cen-
tury, a process called the Massoretic, a traditional mode of
writing and pronouncing, whereby it was attempted to fix
an immutable reading upon each word and letter of the
text. Out of the fifty-four appointed revisers (graduates of
Oxford and Cambridge universities) engaged on the King
James version, only Mr. Lively was a competent Hebraist.
He and six others died before the completion of the work,
So that King James's authorized version of 1611 is, with
certain revisions of previous English versions, simply and

. purely a translation oftthe Greek Septuagint and the Latin

Vulgate.

The Septuagint is a Greek version of the Old Testament,
but by whom, when and where translated is-all uncertain.
Origen, the father of biblical criticism, born in Alexan-
dria 188 A. D, in the early part of the third century, con.
structed the famous Hexapla, so oalled from its six unfold-

" ings or versions of the Hebrew book. It consisted of one

version in Hebrew letters, and five different translations
in Greek letters, so arranged in parallel columps that six
versions of any Old Testament verse would all appear on
one and the same page. It was intended, probably, as an
assistance in the settlement of some of the many biblical
and doctrinal questions which more or less agitated the
Christians -of that age. Origen was not a Jew, nor under
any obligation to refrain from using in his version of the
Septuagint the proper name of the Hebrew God, * Jeho-
vah,” * Yahweh,” *Jah,” or however otherwise it may be
spelled or pronounced. Instead of that special and proper
name, a title—i. e, Kurios, signifying * Lord "—‘gvas used.
That apparently harmless error has since proved to bea
great stumbling-block in the normal development of what
is yet to be & religion more humane, liberal and spiritual
than that which for eighteen centuries has dominated
Christendom. Renan, in his History of the People of
Igrael, declared * the Septuagint to be one of the most im-
‘portant works in history.” He exalts it as the Bible of in.
fant Christianity. * It was, in one sense, the Bible of

mankind, for the Latin Bible proceeded from it 8t. Je-
rome only in part supplied its place.” It was the Bible of
Philo, of Josephus, of Bt, Panl, and the early Ohristians,
who made It the basis 'of their apologetio writings. BSome
of the Messiania arguments whioh convetted the- world
orme from blunders. ** The religlous history of the world,”
says Renan, “is madeup of repeated misconoeptions.”
(Page 203,) '

The Vulgate is St. Jerome's version of the Old and New
Testaments, He was an Intense controversiallst, uphold-
fng the Roman supremacy In its sohism with the Greek
Clureh, and was oommissioned, about the year 882 A.D.,
by Pope Damasus, to revise and correct the then exist-
ing Latin versions by the original Greek, This work
he performed, and it was so satlsfaotory to the Pope and
the chureh officials, that he was encouraged to proceed,
Relying largely on the Hexapla, of which he possessed a

q and perfeot copy, he translated into Latin, all parts
of the Old and New Testaments, He was among the most
learned of the Latin Fathers; he translated the Chronicon
of Eusebius, and was doubtless familiar with Eugebius's
“Preparatio Evangelica,” ohapter thirty-one in Book XII.
of which work Is entitled, * How far it may be proper to
use falsehood As A MEDICINE, and for the benefit of those
who require to be deceived.” Kusebius also closed his
‘“Preparatione”: *“Thus I have reported whatever may
redound to the glory, and suppressed all that could tend
to the disgrace, of our religion,” evidently believing such
disregard of truth for the glory of his religion, convincing
evidence of the genuineness of his Christian character;
ab acknowledgment; however, which in modern courts of
justice—where witnesses are sworn to tell the truth, the
whole\tgruth, and nothing but the truth—would discredit
both him. and his testimony.

Under such influences St, Jerome, zealous for the papacy,
was not likely to understate or overlook any word or clause
{or, if in his opinion proper, to alter or supply it) tending
toexalt and augment the majesty of his God and the power
of his church. - His veraion of the Testaments—at first en-
titled ** Bibliotheca Divina,” but now known as the Vul
gate—has, since the Council of Trent (1545-1563), been ac-
cepted as authoritative, and is the parent of the common.
ly-received English and American versions.

« Ag the authorized Version of 1611, under the auspices of
King James, was by his Majesty’s special command trans.
lated and revised; and as it was a matter that specially,
and at times absorbingly, interested him; and, moreover,
as the work was performed by revisers appoinied by him,
and subject to rules which he prescribed, it is pertinent,
perhaps needful, here to allude to certain of his peculiari-
ties and characteristics, which either gminently.fitted or
otherwise disqualified him for that *‘most godly” work,
then so-called, which he had taken upon himself to see per-
fected, - Yo - :

Professor John Eadie, I, D., LL. D., has recorded in his
History of the English Bible, that James was indeed made
up of contrasts, and his character presents a species of
dualism. -~ - - _

*“1n éarly life he was an old young man. He wasawkward {n
gait and uncouth lu personal manner, while he ate and drank and
played like a boor. His tongue belng too large (or his mauth, his

'loquaéity was a coutinuoty sputter. While he wallowed u Qilth,

moral and physiéal, it was his joy to regard himself as the ‘' Lord's
anointed.” His hatreds w:re as unacconntable as his likings, which
might vary, but his prejudices always teuded to ripen iuto lasting
antipathies, When he suspected that people imdgined him to be
facile, he sunk Into fits of sullenness 4nd obstinacy, lest, to use his
own words, he should be reearded as*led by thie nose,’ or thuught
to'be ‘ane Irresolute ass.’ Sir Edward Coke, his attorney-general
longing for preferment, extolled him as * divinely illuminated by Al
mighty God, and like an angel of God.””’

King James wrote on {heology and tobaceo. * His com-
mon talk was an infringement of the third command.

ment.” Heprided himself on his profound skill in king-

craft, which wﬂas't(}o often but another name for insincer-
ity aud absolution ; and yet he was hailed as “ the wisest
fool in Christendom.” His belief in kingly supremacy was
only excelled by his belief in himself, IIe held that it was
“blasphemy for divines to dispute what God might do;”
0 it was sedition for subjects to discuss ** what a king may
do in the height of his power.” HeWwas “a great frequenter
of sermons,” and acquired a wonderful knowledge of
Seripture and theology. His precocious acquaintance with
the Bible was noted in his eighth year. In his manhood
biblical studies bad an irresistible charm for bim, find he
composed commentaries and trapslated Psalms, In his
twentieth year he produced his * Paraphrase upon the
Revelation of St. John,” and at a little more than twenty
e published * Ane fruitful meditations,” ete., on some
verses of the twentieth chapter of the same book, * by the
maist Christian King and syncere professour and chief de-
fender of the faith, James the Sixth, King Scotte’s.” His
love of orthodoxy was overcome by his worship of kingly.
prerogative, as appears in his sonnet to his son, Prince
Henry:
“God gives not kings the stile of Gods in valne,
For on his throne his scaptre do they sway;
And a3 thelr subjects ought them to obey,
S0 kings should feers and serve thelr God agalin”’

Tolerance of divergical opinion was distasteful.to him
and when he failed by his logic and learning to convert
Legget from Arianism, he sent him to be burnt at Smith-
field, 18th March, 1611. On the next month Edward Wright-
man, for a combination of heresies, was burnt in the mar-
ket-place of Litchfield. He enjoined certain topics for
treatment in sermons, and prescribed others, as * Predes.
tination, Election, Reprobation, and the Universality, Effi-
cacy, Resistability and Irresistability of God's grace.” He
possessed macvelous familiarity with the Scriptures—a fa-
miliarity which grew with his growth, and became at
length as distinctive of him as his * eircular hobble, or his
thickly-quilted hose and doublet.” He was weak and good-
natured; he impoverished his exchequer to enrich.para-
sites; he degraded the prerogative of the crown by the sale
of titles of dignity. *‘He way indeed,” says Macauley,
“made up of two men-a witty, well-read scholar, who
wrote, disputed and wrangled; and a nervous, drivelling
idiot, who acted. To him are we largely, if not solely, in-
debted for our authorized version (of 1611), which is dedi-
cated 'To the most high and mighty Prince, James, De-
fender of the Faith,’ ete.”

It is from the Bible that our knowledge is derived of the
existence, name, nature, and character of that Spiritual
Being who for centuries has been the chief object of public
worghip by Jews and Christians; and the greater part of
that knowledge is from the Book of Exodus, attributed to
Moses. From it onemay learn that Moses, a Hebrew found-
ling, was rescued and adopted by an Egyptian princess,
and instructed in all the learning of the Egyptians. He
became mighty in words and ¥orks: At about forty years
of age, seeing a Hebrew, one of his own race, suffering
wrong at the hand of an Egyptian, he defended the Hebrew,
killed the Egyptian, and fled to the land of Midian, where,
eighty years of age, he kept the flock of Jethro, his father-
in-law, priest of Midian. He led the flock to the back of
the Wilderness, and came to Mt. Siani, unto Horeb. There
he saw a bush burning, yet not consumed. He turned aside
to see why it was not burned; then he heard his name,
“ Moses, Moses!” from the midst of the bush. He answered
“Heream 1" The voice continued: "I am the God of
thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.” The record says that ** Moses hid his face,
for he was afraid to look on the god.” .

Let not the reader be offended if in certain parts of this
article a different name and title from that in ordinary
English versions be usgd to designate the invisible being
from whom Moses hid his face. A reason for such change
appears in Dr. Kuenen’s “Prophets and Prophecy in Is-
rael,” page 3: ’

“1tis almost unlv”ersally acknowledged that Yahweh {8 the pro-
nunclation of the proper name which the God of Israel bears in the
Old Testament. Jehovah I8 an impossible form, and has arisen
through a misunderstanding,. We would very willingly have ac-
cepted the rendering of it by ‘the Lord, or the ‘ Eternal,’ were it
not that such a renderlog 18 apt to lead to the mistaken notion that
Jehovah {s a title, and not & proper name.”

Accepting this correction of the name, we can now read

in Exod_uvs.’ Chap. iii,, Yahweh's purpose. in _approachhlg
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and speaking to Moses. Seld the god, “Ihave seen the
afliotion of my people, snd I am come down from Mt,
Sinal to deliver them out of the handof the Egyptians, and
to bring them out of that land unto & good land and a
Iarge, unto o land fowing with milk and honey, unto the
plnoe of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Ammorite.
Come now, therefore, [ will send thes unto Pharach.”..,
And Moses sald unto the god, * Who am I, that should go
unto Pharaoh?’, ., And he [Yalweh] sald, * Certainly I
will b with thee.” And Moses sald unto the god: * Be-
liold, when I oome unto the ohildren of Isrnpl, and shall
say unto them; The God of your fathers hath sent me unto
you, and they shall say unto me, ‘ What {8 his name?’
What,shall I say unto them?” Aud the god said unto
Moses, *Euyen AsnER Euven”* and he sald, * Thus
shalt thou say unto the children of Israsl, ‘Ehyeh hath
sent me unto you,””

Hyde Park, Mass.

«Certaln orltlcs perceivoa Phallle, notan etymologleal meanlng, Yahwol
was & man of war, not & metaphysiciah,

[To be continued.)

The Evolution of Spiritunlism,

Prepared for the Nationalist Spivitualist Association Mass
Convention, Providence, . L, April 21, 1897,

BY HON. A, H. ‘DAILEY.

ALFRrED B, GILES.

‘Those who have carefully observed the rise and develop-
ment of Spiritualism bave been sometimes wondering, and
at other times predioting, what its fruitage will finally be
as o factor among other apencies for the advancement of
the human race, As we are often told, and as gleanings
from ancient history have informed us, there is probably
little known to us through our rasearches in the domain of
Spiritualism that was not known by persons Jiving thou
sands of years ago., That it was recognized by wise men,
and the power of communicating with spirits by mortals
was coveted by many, ages ago, seems beyond reasonable
doubt. The Egyptians, certainly, were not ignorant of the
methods of divining and forecasting events, and prized the
power of Joseph to intrepret the dream of Pharaoh, but
the Egyptians, with all their learning and civilization, as

a pation are dead, and the monuwments of their kings and
rulers are silently crambling to dust. The +ame is true of
the ancient Persians and Assyrians, of the Romans and
Grecians,

The voices of the dead from time to time, in all azes
since the advent of man, have bren heard, and their pres:
ence in living forms has been observed by those gifted as

gseers, and the fact has been made known. Few have be-

lieved, and the would be wise have laughed believers tb
scorn. Bat, for all that, nearly all the great religions now
extant have largely their foundations in communications
said to have come from the spiritual to the material world,
through the instrumentality of mediumship, Few of the
ardent followers of any of these faiths will acknowledge
this to be so, because they are ignorant of the facts, but
we who have been in communion with the spiritual world
know it to be trus. We know that every communication
said by the Jewish Scriptures to bave come from God did
come from him, if the spirit- of man is a manifestation of
God, and not otherwise.

If man is a manifestation of God, then all that man does,
whether good, bad or indifferent, is also a manifestation ot
him. By no subtlety of reasoning can we escape this con-
clusion. Those who accept thiese ancient writings as edicts
ot God to man as final, thereby bar their own way to other
fields of knowledge. Like horses tethered to stakes, they
cannot go a step beyond the line that binds them. So the
Jew must forever remain a Jew, the Catholic forevera
Catholic, so long as he forecloses the way to light and
knowledge; and this is true of all who put limitations
upon human research, We know it to be a fact, that by
early education people are taught to believe stories of al-
leged oceurrences happening two thousand years ago, and
that they must deny the possibility of their recurreunce
now,

We know the old adage that * whatever man has done
man can do,” holds good in all things: and the converse
must hold true—that what is impossible now always bas
been impossible. What, then, is to be the outcome of the
unlooked-‘or development of Spiritualism in this era, hav-
ing regard to the vastly superior education of great masses

-of the human race, with modern facilities ot intercommu-

nication between all the civilized portions of the globe?
In angwer to this question we must remember that while
it is true that the pnenomena attending spiritual manifes-
tations are of great antiquity, yet, only fifty years ago,
what is now known and recognized as Modern Spiritualism
the world over, was wholly unknown. Individual in-
stances of spiritual manifestations had been recorded in
this country and in England, aund in some parts of Europe,
yet they were pronounced manifestations of Satan, or of
witcheratt, and usually the unfortunate victims through
whom tliey came were religiously put to death to please
(rod and spite the devil. But fifty years ggo in this coun-
try such a result was rendered impossible, from the fact
that individual rights and liberties were well secured, and
the relations between Church and State were absolutely
dissolved, and the supremacy of State was definitely estab-
lished. Persecution tor such manifestations would not be
tolerated by public sentiment.

The horrid scenes which occurred at Salem, in the Colénfr
of Massachusetts, in the closing years of the seventeenth
century, could not be repeated in the middle of the twenti-
eth, and the venture was made from the spiritual world to
present such manifestations as should command the atien.
tion of mankind generally, and thereby establish definitely
and positively such complete methods of communication,
that at least a few important facts should be made known,

The first was that man is a spirit, possessed of a material
body, and that he cannot die. The second was that in na-
ture there are two realms, first, the spiritual, and second,
the material, inseparably related to each other; that or-
dinarily the inhabitants of these worlds cannot discern
what is transpiring beyond their respective abodes, Third,
that heaven and hell are conditions which each individual
creates for himself; that the kingdom of heaven com-
mences within, and it is within the soul, and there only,
that the fires of hell can burn; that as'each man kindles
for himself the flame that burns his soul, so also only he,
by his own acts, can extinguish the fires that torment him,
Fourth, that by a law of correspondence, affecting all alike
in the spiritual world, the condition and position of each
individual will be determined by his spiritual attainments
and adaptations. Fifth, opportunity for unlimited pro-
gression beyond the grave is assured. .

1f the truth is to be established by the testimony of num-
berless witnesses whose identity and credibility are known,
-then what I have briefly stated is proved, out of the mouths
of countless witnesses. 1t has been affirmed millions of
times during the last forty-nine years, in communications
given from departed friends through the instrumentality
of the living, in thousands and thousands of homes the
world over, Now what has been. the result? It at once,
by its consistency and reasonableness, commended itself
to every one, It banished fear and doubt where they had
reigned before, and tended directly to break the hold of
ministers and fpx‘ieats upon the masses, which they have
held in a sort of bondage, by reason of which heavy exac-
tions have from time immemorial been levied: There is
nothing which can overthrow tyranny or despotism like
intelligence among the masses. If the adage be true that
“knowledge casteth out fear,” then knowledge of the
truths of Spiritualism should have forced the churches
either to accept and adopt them or openly to reject them.
They have chosen & middle course, which thusfar has been,
without changing their creeds, to cease preaching their
objectionable features, and to incorporate into their lect-
ures and sermons substantially all the teachings of Spirit
ualism except the fact of direct spirit communication. By
this means these great organizations hold together as fash.
ionable, social and charitable bodies. They are largely
compol;;ed of actual Spiritualists without being identifiad
as such,

But outside of those organized bodies-is that vast num.
ber of persons who belong nowhere, and go anywhere and
everywhere, and the outspoken Spiritualists. When. a per-
son has once realized the truth and been fully converted
t0 Spiritualism, he can no more go back to his former con-
dition of ignorance than he can dwarf his stature in man-
bood to that of infancy. The man who has once beheld
the light of day may be made physically blind, but he will
pever forget the glories of the sunlight. There are Spirit-
ualists and Spiritualists. Some ara courageous, others ars
cowardly. Some are socially so circumstanced that they
cannot with safety give expression to their views or open-
ly espouse the cause that is nearest to their hearts. There
are millions of them in this country, and they are more to
be pitied than censured, The instruments thus far chosen
have largely been from those in the ordinary walks of life.
Most of our best mediums have been uneducated. We
have had to learn how to open the way for those to enter
we have desired to come to us,

We have learned by bitter experience that it is unsafe to
accept all that is said to come tous as spirit-communica-
tions. The habit of lying and being mischievous is not
changed by dgath. To try the s‘)irita and prove them we
halm found t/? be very essential. Degrading the gifts of
mediumship for mere amusement or to further carnal de-
gires; to obtain for yourself undue advantage over another
for mere mercenary purpgses, have been causes which have

given our adversaries unlimited opportunities to assall us,
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b meana so much th uiood to the world prop-
orly understood and appropr auly ueed,
Tt Is as muoh oar right and duty to r ?ootlnll require
such reasonable eyldenoe of  the truthfultiess of commu.
nioations we recelve through any medium, as it s our
right and duty to use the same caution and prudencs in
acoopting the atatementa of any other person in any of
the aftalrs of llfe. In faot, we should be more cautious,
for we are dealing with those we oannot see or hear ex-

medlum may be honest, and the apirit untruthful, By
caution I do mot menn a Jack of confidenge; I mean such
prudence as shall prevent fmposition, and no more,
Common experience justifies susploion of a man who is
oonstanily asserting that his-word is as good as his bond.
When a man’s oharacter for Integrity 18 firmly established,
no one will nsk for his bond; he will insist upon glving
it. The same holds true in spirltroommunlou.tlona. While

most solemn duty required to bring with us, into the
presence of a medium, purl?’ of thought, a kindly feeling,
and cleanliness of soul and body, for the law of corre-
'spondence is just as applicable here as in the spiritual
world, * As a man thinketb, go he {s;” and it {8 a Span-
ish proverb that *a man usually gets what he goes for.”

to overcome; we have had to winnow the grain from the
chaff, and have now harvested enough of fact, so that were
all communications now forever severed between the two
worlds, the testimony that would go down the ages to all
coming generations would be so voluminous that in one
hundred years the religions of people then living would be
based upon its trathfulpess. ‘Butin all human probability
one hundred years hence the means of communicating
between the material and spiritual world will be vratly

be so forcibly presented to the senses of ordinary mortals
that they will be universally accepted. - How it can be
otherwise I cannot imagine. It is barely possible that
there will be a few kind-hearted orthodox individuals of
the John Calvin and Jonathan Edwards persuasion who
will desire to dance in the golden streets of the New Jeru-
salem, and, as a pastime, 8it on sulphurous clouds rising
above the seething fires of hell, and twang thair harps in
ecstasy ag they listen to the wails of the unfortuvate in
eternal misery; but they will be so few that they will be
of great value to the * greatest show on earth,” among
other fossils to be exhibited to curious people. ;
Brooklyn, April 18, 1897,

itualists’ Association.

To the Eqditor of the Banner of Light:

During the past three months the correspondence at-
tended to at the National Spiritualists’ Association head-
quarters was considerably more than twice the number of
letters received and answered during the whole of the
first year of the Association’s existence. :

. Fifteen applications for charters have been received dur-
ing that time. At the present ratio nearly every Society
in the country will be united with the National Spiritual-
ists’ Association before the fiftieth anniversary shall ar-
rive. ¢ )

The National Spiritualists’ Association, to become a
strong and permanent institution, must be backed by
strong, healthy, progressive State Associations, What has

nia and Ohio can be accomplished in other States if Spirit-
ualists will awake and aid the National Spiritualists’ Asso-
ciation representatives,

to the New Orleans Picayune, Baltimors Herald and Wash-

ington Star for the progressive position these papers had

taken upon the subject of Spiritualism. Also voted to ex-

tend thanks to all who had assisted at mass meetings.
Pittsburg, Pa., and Detroit, Mich., made applications for

4 mass meeting; a special invitation being extended from

Iaetrmt business men, represented by their Convention
eague.

ed to the list recentlr,

Thanks are due Mrs. E. D. Smith, Indianapolis; Mr.
Herman Snow, Cambridge; Mrs. L. W, Eager, Fitchburg;
Alonzo Danforth. Boston; Father N. U. Lyon, Fall River;
Mr. W. H. Bach, Springfield; and L. W. Rice, Greenfield,
for valuable douations of books,

The celebration of the Piftieth Anniversary of Modern
Spiritualism, under the auspices of the National Spiritu-
alists' Association, will be the graundest Spiritualist dem-
onstration ever held in America. Frank Walker, Esq.,
Hamburg, N. Y., Manager of this department of work of
the National Spiritualists’ Association, makes very en-
couraging reports in regard to progress of the same. All
communijcations in regard to this meeting should be ad-
dressed to him. :

Spiritualists’ Association has been a failure, and most of
them have been a pronounced success. Arrangements are
being perfected for a grand mass meeting in the fall of '97,
at Nashville, Tenn, The most able talent in America will
represent Spiritualism there. The outlook for the Cause
in the South is very encouraging if means can be seoured
to extend the influence of the revival of interest now
being awakened. Representatives of the National Spirit-
ualists’ Association will begin work at Nashville at once.

It is very essential that all societies chartered by the
National Spiritualists’ Association endeavor to pay their
ancnual dues before adjourning for the summer. Each so-
ciety should be represented at the Convention in Qctober
by a delegate. To raise funds to pay expenses of these
delegates is all that most societies can do in the fall before
the Convention. Liguidate your financial obligations to
the National Spiritualists’ Association at once. »

The National Association does not ordain ministers,
This important: business must be attended to by State
and local societies. Representatives of said societies should
use great care whom they thus endorse.

Every little while reports are filed at this office in regard
to Evangelists and others who ¢laim to represent the Na-
tional Spiritualists’ Association. National Spiritualists’
Association Missionary Certificates expire each year at
Convention time. Persons claiming now to be mission-
aries must show papers signed by the President and Secre-
tary, dated 1897 '

This is the fiftieth year of Spiritualism—organization can
be made in a short time a perfect success if all rally around
the National Spiritualists’ Association. If its affairs are
not conducted to suit you, the remedy is easy. Its officers

and care on other shoulders if the summons shall come from
angels and mortals your work is done. Until then they
will struggle along, determined to succeed—always thank-
ful for kind words and financial aid, Organization means
triumph for our Cause. Are you doing anything to belp
that triumph to be achieved ? ‘

The Secretary desires to refurn thanks for sympathy and
love extended to him by friends from Maine to California
on account of his recent bereavement. Your kind words
have been appreciated, your symﬁathy also. 1 canndt reply
to all. with a personal letter. There are no friends, how.
ever, 8o much appreciated as those who in hours of distress
stand loyal aund true. \

One by one the ““old guard” are being transplanted.
Weof to-day, remembering their achievements, should strive
to do our best in sustaining the National Spiritualists’ As-
sociation, and all it represents. Arve you doing your share
to assist it ? .

The following resolutions were adopted at the lasi meet-
ing of the Board of the National Spiritualists’ Association:

Whereas, The Board of Trustees of the Natlonal Spiritualists’
Association has learned with feelings of deepest regret of the unex-

ected transition of the mother of our esteemed Secretary and be-
oved brother, Francls B, Woodbury; It {8 hereby

Resolved, That we jolatly and severally extend to our esteemed
brother, the Secretary, our sincere sympathy in this his hour of be-
reavement and trial, realizing that his loss 18 his mother’s spiritual
gain, tenderly reminding him that she i3 not dead. but closer in
spirit than ever, and that she will be nearer his soul-lite than when
in the mortal form; that while sorrow and grief arc his portion
now, the spiritual joy ot his relative will prove a healing balm to
the cruel wound in his affegtions,

Resolved, That this resofution be spread upon the minutes of this
meeting, and that an engrossed copy be presented to him, signed by
the President and Becretary pro tem.

Fraxcis BAILEY WOODBURY,

Let Us S;op to Think.

Let us stop to think of th;;ood-by kiss. Better miss a
oar than leave a heartache, :

‘dren once, and loved to be remembered,

Let us stop to think of the aged. For us, too, the even-
ing shadows will close at length, and we shall, perohance,
be left at desolate hearthstones, We shall need to be re-
membered then. . :

Let us stop to.think of the stranger. We, too, have been
alone, and hava needed the toueh of & kindly hand upon
our lives, and many a life has gone out in the blackness of
darkness for the lack of such a touch as any one of us
might have given,

Let us stop to think of God and the future. At best the
time is short and the end is near. And when it ghall come,
blessed will be he to whom the entrance upon another life
will be but the realization of dear and familiar dreams,
the consummation of a lifetime of longings. Let us stop

let us stop to think upon thess things.—The Lookout. -

N ‘ ifloatlon, and o the disisrace of the Oause
sk i el
oept through the vislon and hearing of another, and the .

these are our rights, on the other hand we are under the

e have had these thirgs to learn: we have had errors =

Splendid Progress Made by the National Spir-.

been accomplished in Massachusetts, New York, Califor- -

‘The Board of Trustees recently voted to extend thanks l

A large number of contributing members have been add-

will gladly at any time deposit their load of responsibility .

Let us stop to think of the children.” We, too, were chil- )

to think. If there be au%vil‘me, if there be any praise,

increased, the methods will be better understood, and all
of the essential facts to demonstrate its.truthfulness will ~-

No mass meeting held under auspices of the National - .

—t
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LYCEUM AND HOME DEPARTMENT.

 CONDUCTED BY MRS, J. 8. SOPER.

SPHOIAL REQUHST.

Will Conduotors of Lyoeums throughout the United States send to this Department an out-
line of their method of conducting their Lyceums, as applied to the younger Groups?
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Written for the Lyceum aud Home Depattment,
LITTLE MADGE,

Anangel crowned with asphodel,
In the gray of dawning day,

Called at our home, and silently
Bore our little Madge away,

She nestied in hia sheltering arms,
Q'ercome with restful sleep,

And they crossed the shadowy river,
Leaving us sad watch to keep,

Her flaxen hafr in silken snarls
18 spread o'er the plllow white,
Catobing the rays of the dawning day,
In its tints of golden lght, |
In eastern window peeps the sun,
To gaze on the dear one there -
Bleepiug so calm and peacetully,
8o innocent and falr,

Dear Madge's favorite heliotrope
18 sweet with purple bloom,

The fatnt breathed fragrant flowers.
0Of hue ke twilight's gloom,

‘We strew them ’round our darling,
And o’er her flaxen head .

We wreathe the perfumed blossoms
In memory of the dead,

‘With tears we gaze upon her,
80 white and cold and still;
And a8 we weep In anguish,
A deep peace seems to thrill
Our troubled, weary spirits,
And s whispering volce we hear,
Stealing through the gloom of sorrow,
“'Why are you watching here?

“ The body, tired and earth-worn,
From which the lfe has flad,
You wreathe with fragrant blossoms,
And call the child Madge dead;
But beyond the flowing river,
In the realms of summer-land,
> Bhe joins the cholr triumphant
Of the happy angel band!

' Be hopeful, hearts grief-stricken,
For falth poluts to the skies,
To the fields beyound the swelling fiood,
The land of Paradise!
. Beyond the weeping thou wilt meet
The one you mourn to-day,
T 18 only earthly body frall
- That you will lay away!

‘ In mother earth’s broad bosom

The flower-wreathed e¢hlld will steep,
Watched o'er by singing wild birds,

And stars will vigils keep
Q'er resting-place do sacred, .

Ot Madge, who has found rest;
Untroubled, calm and peaceful,

Thy chlld has joined the blest! "

RAY LAURANCE.

—~
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Fido’s Memory and Happy Outing.

A DOG STORY.

BY SYLVANUS LYON.

“I would rather have a dop's irrleudslnlp' than

" Fashion’s smile, the world’s pralse, or so-called rela

tion's sympathy.”

“Does he know where he is going?”’ I asked.

““Oh, yes," she exclaimed, quickly and posi-
tively, “he was invited this morning early,
and instantly knew all about it, The moment
I mentioned the island he was wild with joy,
frelicking, and oh, so happy ; hegave three loud
barks and two soft ones, with a wag of his
tail, saying as plain as he could, * Ob, yes, 1
am with you for a good time!"”

The speaker was an elderly female, and with
her party were her husband, daughter, a visit-
or, no end to baskets, packages, and her dog,
Fido (a brown spaniel), and pet cat, Cleo, cage(i
in a basket. It was a day of April;.earth, sky
and air glorious, just the time for health and
happiness apywhere. I chanced to be with
this party in Captain Cooper’s little sprit sail-
boat, gliding mid the Thimble Island group.
The Smith company were now going for a pre-
paratory visit to their island—each summe
their temporary home. : -

I am a true lover of dogs, cats, horses—in
faet, all animals. I think they often prove
good friends, show love, remembrance, grati-
tude and memory—instinet sometimes truly
marvelous, .

But this Fido-story of his recollection of last
year's visit and joy at his first invite, this for
a three.days’ outing, and full knowledge of
sail, destination, etc., seemed -incredulous.
After-events did prove the old lady’s stor
‘Smith’s
Island *’ Fido showed his joy with wild expres-
sions. i

Our skipper was a jolly good fellow, entering
into all pleasures and adding to them with his
genial, pleasant smile and. good nature, And
thus he tried Fido with some of the other
beantiful islands, as if contemplating a land-
ing, *Oh, no,” doggy seemed to say, ‘'it’s
real shore, and nice, but not our Smith Island.”
And when we did come near it, oh! how he

expressed his happiness, with 8o many antics, |

As we neared the shore Fido leaped out with
a splash and bound, and, standing on the rocks,
he looked beautiful, with eyes dancing delight,
ears erect, tail wagging, and such a merry
bark, speaking, doggy fashion: **Oh! yes, we
will have & glorious time, and I am wid ye.”

I doubt not this Smith family did enjoy their
island visit, and loved it, for the old lady said
indignantly: “What! sell our island? Not
much; no, not for one million dollars, for we
have owned it all nigh on to thirty years.”

I do not know the results, but can easily
believe they all returned better; and Fido's
and Cleo’s memories will grow dearer and
clearer for their last visit, and I can now feel
positive, with Mrs. Smith, that Fido will ac-
cept future invitations, as he did this, early in
the morning or at any time—gladly. .

’ MORAL,

Soma ;{eople never seem to enjoy anything,

have no love for nature, never ex%{ess thanks,

and are forever finding fault. Fido shames
these Las Ingrates.

The Knigh?ly Sailor Boy.

“Kitty, kitty, kitty; please come down!”
and Bessie Haynes began to cry, for kitty paid
no attention to her call, but ran even further
up the tree,

Kitty - was Bessie’s great pet, and Bessie
loved her even better than her great Paris
doll. *For,” as she gaid to her mother, ** kitty
is really and truly alive. I don’t have to pre-
tend. She talks to me so softly! Idon't even
have to say to her, as you do to me, ‘softly,
goftly, my dear,” for she is always soft in her
purr, a8 well ag soft in her fur. Why, that s a
rhyme, ign’t it, mamma?” and Bessie laughed.

he morning of our story, when Bessie first
sprang out of %ed, she heard her kitty cry out
in a voice so strange she hardly knew it. Run-
ning to her window she saw a cruel boy, with
a big dog, chasing her own dear kitty cat.
Just as the dog was about to catoh her, kitt;
ran up the maple tree, out of reach of bot
boy and dog, just as Mr. Haynes oame to the
resoue.

_Bessie could not eat her breakfast, a]thouﬁh
papa told her that if kitty was let alone she

would come down herself; and for half an
hour ghe had been calling * Kitty, kitty,” but
poor frightened kitty would not comea down,

But there are good boys as well as oruel
ones; and Johnny Watson, in his jaunty sailor
suit, came rollicking down the sidewalk.

hen Johnng’s mother made his sailor suit
for him she sald:
. “You know the jolly tars are always look-
ing out, like the Knights of the Round Table,
for some one to help,” '

So Johnny gladly came to the help of Bessis
and her kitten,

Johnny was & true sailor boy, and easily
climbed the tree, saying as he did so, " Cat
ahoy!” and soon came down with the kitten,
which, perching on his shoulder, he held for a
| moment,

little sailor swagger in it, gave the kitten to

Bessie, and away he went down the street,
singing, : .

then, with a neat bow which had a

- 1'm a brave sallor boy,"

looking for somethini{ or gome one elge worth
the help of a royal m
ton Rich.

dshipman.—Alice Hami

 Just How Much?

“I would do anything to get an education!”
said Joe, savagely thumping the down sofa pil-
low till a fine, fluffy dust flew from seams and
COTDers, , ) . .

“Just how much would you do, Joe?” said
practical Uncle Phil interestedly, ‘Asmuch.
a8 Elihu Burritt?” .

“ How much did-he do ?”*inquired Joe. * Was
be a boy without any chance?”’

“No indeed!” said Uncle Phil, who never
sympathized with whining Joe’s way of look-
ing at things. ‘’As many chances as you have,
-or any other boy with brains and ten fingers,
Had to work at the forge ten or twelve hours a
day, but that did n’t hinder him from working
away in his mind while his hands were busy.

to do hard sums in arithmetic while he

was blowing the bellows.” ’

“Whew!" said Joe, as if he, too, saw & pair
of bellows at hand.
than I am, wasn’t he?

“About sixteen, when his father died, By-
and-by he began to study other things. Befors
he died he knew eighteen languages, and near-
1y twice that number of dialects. All this time
be kept hard abwork blacksmithing.”

“I don’'t have to work as hard as that!” said
Joe after a while, with a shamefaced look that
“| rejoiced his uncle’s heart,

oe was & farmer’s son, and in busy times
thers was a good deal for a boy of his age to do.
So far he had not been spared to go away to
any preparatory school to *“fit” for -college.
So he had faint-heartedly and sulkily given up
the thought of going there, Somehow Uncle
Phil’s words bad put things in a new light.—Ez,.

.“”HOW old was he? Older

A Boy’s Composition.

In a publicschool in New England the teach-
or thought she would give out natural history
subjects as themes for compositions. In this
way she teaches them English orthography and
natural history all at once.
lace subject of * Ants”’ was given to a bright

oy, who said he knew all aboutit. Thisis
the result of his efforts:

The common-

" ANTS,

“Thera is many kinds of Ants My ant Mary
-Jane is one of these kind., She is genlly good.
natured, and when she comes to see My Mother
she brings me five cents worth of penuts, and
tells me Why Jamé¥ how you’ve growed but
when I go and see her and dont only just
wawlk on the Carpit without Cleening my
my boots she is orfly mad,

* Ants like to zive you Advice and scold at
you like -everything b
Wright Place and once I found a Ants nest in
the woods I poked it with a stick and a Million
Antg run out after me and Crawled up Inside
my Pants and Bit me like Sixty, . -

* Ants nests are pood Things not to Poke
with a stick Ants are very Industryous in
Steeling Shugar.

“1 forgot to say that my Ant Martha lives in
Main she hag a boy of Just about my Aige and
He can stand on his Hed Five minits and how
ou suppose he can Do it ? :
Do not think of Annything more about
Ants at present.”

ut their Hart isin the

The Laugh of Woman.

A woman has no natural gift more bewiteh.
ing than a sweet laugh. It is like the sound of
flutes on the water. It leaps from her in a
clear, sparkling rill, and the heart that hears
it feels as if bathed in the cool, exhilarating
spring. Have you ever pursued an unseen fu-
gitive through trees, led on by a fairy laugh
now here, now lost, now found? We have, an
wo have pursued that wandering voeice to this
day. Sometimes it comes to us in the midst
of care, or sorrow, or irksome business, and
then we turn away and listen and hear it ring-
ing in the room like a silver bell, with power
to scare away the evil spirit of the mind. How
much we owe to that sweet laugh! It turns
the prose to poetry., It flings flowers of sun-
shine over the darkuness of the wood in which
we are traveling.

MY LITTLE ONE,

(z0d bless my little one! how falr

The mellow lamplight gilds his halr,

L.o0se on the cradle-plllow there,
God bless my little one!

God love my little one! as clear, .
Cool sunshine holds the first green spear
On Aprll meadows, hold him dear.
(od love my little one!l
—Edgar Fawcetl,

The Boston Spiritual Lyceum

Met as usual in Berkeley Hall, Sunday afternoon 8
May 2. The question considered by all the groups
was: ‘“ What Must a Person Beliave in to Call One's

Self a Spirituallst?” Excellent answers were given
by Eddie and Ralph Rapnsom, Emily Granville, George
Dutton, Mr. J. R. Snow, Alice Irelapd, Marion Sei.
bold, Earie Keeler, Charlie Hatch, Edward W. Hatceb,
gﬁ

ter, Mr. Alonzo Danforth, Wionie Irelsud, Carl Leo
Root. Margaret MeIntire and Hazel Coyel; the con-
gensus of opinion belug that it was necessary to belleve
in the contipuity of life, and have some knowledge of
spirit-returp and manifestation.
Conductor Hatch and Assistant-Conduotor Root also
spoke on the question.

After & plano solo by Mr. Fred H. Watson, the
rand march was executed with much zest. Little
aud Armstrong gave a recitation, Mr, Elmer B.
Packard made remarks abnd gave areading. Ansil
Haynes and Margaret McIntife gave recitations. Mr.
Watson rendered another
Hatch introduced Mr. .
Mr, Walker spoke of the recont Convention held at
Syracuse, and ot the grand jubllee to be held at Roch-
ester, N, Y., next year, )
Conductor Hateb announced that Hon. Harrison D,
Barrett would deliver a8 memorial address at the clos-
ing session, May 30, and that Mr, F. A. Wiggin had
8130 consented to be with us on that occasion.

Subject for May 16: * Wby Need We Wateh Qur
Thoughts?”

8. Lang, Elmer B. Packard, Albert P. Blinn,
. Watson, J. 8. Mansergh, Mrs. Mary A. Char-

lano solo, and Conductor
alker, of hamburg. N. Y

X. Y. Z., Clerk,

Original Enigna.

1 am composed of nineteen letters.

My 11, 15, 17, 12, is & matal.

My 1,2, 4, 12, {g a grain.

My 3, 5, 6, 16, 9, 7, 15, is a shell-fish.

My 18,17, 10,13,7, 4, is a lumberman on the

My 8, 14, 7, 19, is a dance.
My who
Barnstable, Mass.

e {s a famous speaker,
Ravty H. SwirFT.

Foreign  Correspondence,
EOHOES FROM ENGLAND, -~

NUMBER FIFTY-BIX.

—
. Bpecinlly Ooxngrll;uxto(l to tho Banner of Light,
BY.J, J» MORBY,

In former days i Europe, and even yet, {f 1
mistake not, it was the fashion to announce
the demise of the Ruler by the heralds orylng
“TheKingisdead! Long livethe King!” Thus

a tribute was conveyed to the living in the an-
nouncement of the departure of his predeces-
sor to a world where monarchs are ornaments
rather than necessities. Soin like manner let
me salute the editors, old and new, of the BAx-
NER OF LiauT, wishing the late all happiness
and the present all success. Amen,

‘When ] bade Bro. Barrett adien on his depart-
ure from San Francisco in September last, it
was not with the expectation that I should find
him in his present position, nor did I think
that on leaving Boston in December I had said
good-by to Bro, Day. for the last time in his ca-
pacity as editor to our veteran spiritual jour-
nal, but so it is! The'changes of life are not
the least of its marvels, One feels a sort of
something missing now Bro: Day’s name 38 ab-
sent; but, nevertheless, the ‘“new boy'" will

.prove & worthy successor, and worthily uphold

the traditions of not only the oldest, but in
not & few respects by far the best Spiritualist
ilev:?paper published on either side of the At-
antio, ‘

It hag been my intention te write my usual
“Tchoes”” long befors now, but the stress of
many duties, and the weight of nosmall amount
of sickness, have hitherto prevented. Larrived
in England well enough, but within three days
contracted a severe cold, from swallowing too
much of our climate, and the result has been a
continuous state of pbysical distress, which is
only now beginning to yield. Alas! the sunny
skies of California are badly exchanged for an
English winter, with its fogs and wet. Still,
as it takes all sorts of people to make a world,
80, I suppose, it takes all: sorts of climates to
meat the world’s needs,

The events of my arrival have already been
chronioled, so but little need be here said on
that topic, though a not uninteresting feature
of my ocean journey was the fact that two of
tHe officials on the Umbria were Spiritualists,
and that I also found several passengers quite
sympathetio to the subject. Indeed, it may
suffice to say that my welcome was all that
could possibly be desired, and at all points sub-
gequently visited, the utmost satisfaction has
béen expressed at the fact that I am once more
at home, and in bharness. So great has been
the desire for my services that- 1 have no un-
booked dafes until the middle of Janiiary, 1898,

1 did not'find any very notable changes had

the whols, the upward and forward tendencies

which is thoroughlf satisfactory to all con-
cernéd. We are stillshort of physical phenom-
ena, but whether that is something to regret
or not, opinjons are divided upon. In London
and in the Provinces there is a steady desire
to get the best outof the work, and to only
countenance the highest class of teachings
from the rostrum,

In London we are fortunate in having sever-
al excellent societies, and their efforts are all
in the right direction. The London Alliance
has been holding its customary winter fort.
nightly evening meetings, and has secured
quite a number of gogd-fpedkers for the gath-

ings. Mr. E, W. W{llis gave anpxcellent ad-
dress; a Mr, Leadbedter another, from the
theosoghicnl side, which, was rather more re-
markable for not following the lines of his sub-
ject-title than for the information it afforded;
the writer was also retained, and just 1nte£¥
Prof, Oliver Lodge of Liverpool gave an ad-
dress on his opinions of how we ought to pro-
ceed to win the countenance of the scientific
world. Qn the whole this address was inter-
esting. 1t had some good things, some that
were silly, some that_obviously disclosed the
fact that the learned Professor had little prac-
tical acquaintance with working Spiritualism ;
and his assertiona that he had only met *“one
honest medium,” and that directly pay was
taken for J)sychic services their value was
tainted, and those who rendered them became
virtually objects of suspicion, wers unworthy
alike of the spirit of the address and the Pro.
fessor. The one point of significance was that
it was admitted that we had a great truth on
our side. But as we, as a body, have known
that for nearly fifty years past now, the ad-
mission rather served to satisfy us that at last
the scientific world was becoming as wige ag
ourselves, than to inspire us with gratitude for
the patronage that comes when it is of no ser-
vice. It is safe tosay that had mych of what
the Professor said to us been said by any one
else of less social Fretensions it would Lave
been resented as uitra vires, for the Professor
clearly stated at the outset that he was not a
Spiritualist! He was courteous, and his paper
was good in literary quality, of course, but it
struck the writer that the amiable outsider
was smiling at us somewhat. The Rev. John
Page -Hopps, however, atoned for all in the
excellent speech with which he closed the pro-
ceedings, I thank him forit. I am justa lit-
tle weary of having this or the other man or
socilet to endorse us. Once it was the Dialec.
tica
the Society for Psychical Research, who were
to put their imprimalur on our facts! With
what result? Positively little or none so far

very little so far as encouraging people to come
out and admit they are of us. The facts are

belongs the hobor of establishing Spiritualism
on its basis. Let us have friends, advisers
even, but we must always let it be clearly un-
derstood, by scientists and religionists alike,
that we do not stand in any immediate need of
blessing or patronizing. Maybe Iam *cranky,”
but I bave fought and bled for this Cause, so
feel strongly on all that concerns its honor and
welfare.

We had a curious experience here in Lon-
don, in the early part of the year, One of our
local societies engaged a medium from the
north of England, who is reputed as a fine
platform test medium. He is deseribed as a
very illiterate person, and one who has no
necessity to pursue mediumship from any need
of gain, He came, but, for some cause, the
President of the society, Mr, W, E. Long, fan-
cied all was not quite as anticipated. The re-
sult was that it appeared as it all the names

iven had been cul{ed from obituary notices
in certain of the metropolitan journals. Re.
sult, the publishing in Light of a strong word.
ed article, denunciatory of the honesty of the
medium. The same matter also appeared in
our other paper, The Two Worlds, and a lively
correspondence has been waged on the subject.
Unfortunately, & similar series of events oc-
curred at Preston, a Lancashire town, a short
time after, and the din of conflict raged loudly
over it all. The medium offered to attend a
test séance, but so far an opportunity for such
a meeting has not yet occurred. One unoticea-
ble feature of the affair is that, as the Spirit-
ualists did the “exposing” themselves, the

ublic prints have almost entirely let it alone.

n any other case, they would have made fine
capital out of the incident. 1 have never seen
the medium in question, but several friends,
who know him quite 'weﬂ, have narrated inci-
dents to me, wherein he has, under control,
given test names and particulars of the de-
parted friends that no obituary notice con-
tained. So it must rest whers it is at preseunt.

Among the social features of London Spirit-
ualism is now a social club, called the Denton
Social Club, named in honor of our mnoble
pioneer, William Denton. It arose out of a
small social gathering, called the Kenotes
Club, which used to meet at Morse's Library,
and Ip its now more enlarged form its mem-
bership is recruited from thoss who are mem-
bers of the Library or of the Marylebone As.
gociation of Spiritualists, a strong local society
of Spiritualists, that has done a splendid work
in elevating our Cause in the west of London,
The Club is rapidly %rowing in oumbers and
influence, and recently it gave a Social and
Dramatic Evenin

success, and the g\'ittle comedietta, * Dearest
Mamma,” went with the Jutmost eclat. The

taken place during my year's absence, but,on | W

of the movement had been well maintained, | L

ociety, then the Psychic Society, then [ b

ag helping Spirituslism forward as a cause, and |,

true; we have established them. To us, then, .

he event was a great|E
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writer is the President, and he is more than
glad to extend belp to our young people in all
that contributes to their happiness, for it is a
reproach to us that go little has been done for
the interest and pleasure of our young people
hitherto. S

The Eastertide is just passing from us, and
ag usual, our friends in Manchester ufilized
the holiday of Good Friday to hold the annual
meeting to celebrate the birthday of Modern
Spiritualism, Sugper was served at 4 ». M,
and upwards of five hundred partook of the
bounties provided. The demonstration was
attended by over seven hundred people, and
capital addresses were delivered by Mrs. E. H
Britten, Mrs. M. H. Wallis, Mrs. E, Green and
Messrs, E. W, Wallis, John Lamont, 8. 8. Chis-
well, William Johnson, J. B. Tetlow, Walter
Howell, W. J. Leeder and the writer, who had
been honored with the invitation to preside
over the proceedings. This ig the sixth of
these annual gatherings, and In point of num-
bers, influence and financial results, it excelled
all its predecessors in every respect.
e are now looking forward to the two an-
nual Conventions that are held in England, the

yceum Union, and the National Federation.
The first will occur on - the second Sunday in
pnext month, and will meet in Bradford, York-
ghire. The mestings promise to be attractive
aud interesting, as usual, and the evening as-
sembly will convene in St. George’s Hall, which

will comfortably seat five thousand people. It |-

will be filled, The business of the Convention
does not, offer anything exciting, but one can
never tell in advance how such gatherings will
go off, Judging from the information that
comes to me as the editor of the Lyceum Ban-

ner, the Lyceum movement is in asound and-

healthy state, and is growing in every direc-
tion. The National Conventlon assembles on
the first Sunday in J ulf. at Blackburn, Lanca-
ghire, but it is too early to say anything par-
ticular about it now. I will send you accounts
of each in turn,

Steps are being taken to promote an Inter-
national Convention in London to commemo-
rate our Jubilee next year. The matter is
being carried out by our Londen Spiritualist
Alliance, and Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, the Pres-
ident of that body, is the moving spiritina
most laudable enterprise. It is to be hoped
that a large delegation of American friends
will come over, and that we may have a rbal
International assembly. 1f so, it will do an in-
caloulable amount of good. It is thought that
the British celebration will be carried out by a
National meeting in London, at the call of the
British Spiritualists’ National Federation some
time during the summer of next year, At pres-
ent nothing is settled definitely.

An intimation reaches me that it is not un-
likely that two of our best speakers may pay
you a short visit next year. Should the pres-
ent intentions be carried out, a warm welcome
will greet the arrivals, I am sure,

Well, Mr. Editor, 1 had better stop. Long
articles are the bane of an editor's life, and a
weoariness to the flesh for the readers of his pa.
per, So, let me cry Halt! 1 xend you, and all
my hosts of friends, East, West, North and
South, my heartiest greetings and good wishes,
Long may we all remain on earth to do our
part for the most glorious Cuuse of the cent-
ury; and not a small way of so doing will be
to support the new editor of the able cham-
pion of all phases of spiritual science and phil-
osophy. A journal with such a record deserves
to not only maintain it, but excel it in the fu-
ture, and I have every confidence that Har-
risop D. Barrett will most worthily uphold the
best traditions of Tor BANNER in the past at
its best and highest. My prayer is that it may

8 RO,
Florence Ilouse, 26 Osnaburgh ereet,l
Euston Road, London, N. .,
April 21, 1897, §

May Magazines.

THE ARENA opens with an essay on ““ The ;

Citizen and His City,” by Jobn Boyd Thacher,
Mayor of Albany. This is followed by asym-
posium ouihe ** National Congress of Mothers,”
in which Ellen A. Richardson, Ex-Governor
Hoyt and Frederick Reed give their views.
Then comes a most able and lucid answer to
the question, * Why are the People Short?” by
Governor Pingree. * Trade Unions under the
Solonic Law " is from the pen of Osborne Ward ;
“Canada: Its Political Development and Des-
tiny,” by Hon. J, G. Bourinot ; * The Past, Pres-
ent and Future of Woman,” by Susan B. Antho-
ny; “Our Diplomatic and Consular Service,”
Hon, Herbert H. D, Peirce; *‘Conciliation vs.
Arbitration,” by Prof. Courtenay de Kalb; “A
Woman from Altruria,” by Gertrude G. de
Aguirre; “*Sepulture of the Living,” by Dr. Mar-
vin Dana; “Falling Prices and Impoverish-
ment,” by Hulbert Fuller, M. D, ; * Maladminis-
tration_of the Post Office Department,” by
Judge Walter Clark; *“ The Sanitation of Drink-
ing Water,"” by Dr, F. J. Thornbury; ** The Sen-
ate and the House,” by the Editor; *The Ed-
itor’s Evening,” etc., etc. The reader can but
be astounded by the revelations of the corrupt
influence of the railroad corporationsand the
Post-Office Department, and no less so by the
facts showing the demoralization of Congress.
Arena Co., Publishers, Copley Square, Boston.
Price 25 cents.

Tue CeNTURY for the current month con-
tains a group of three papers, dealing with a
fresh subject—the scientific uses of kites. Mr.
J. B. Millet writes on “Sciéntific Kite-Fly-
ing” Lieut. H. D, Wise, U. S. A., makes a
record of his own experiments on Governor’s
lsland, including an account of his ascent.
Mr. William A. Eddy writes of * Photograph-
ing from Kites.” Lieut.-General Schofield
coutributes the first of his records of unwrit-
ten history, his article this month dealing with
“The Withdrawal of the French from Mexico.”
There is a supplementary article by the pres-
ent Minister of Mexico to the United States.
Demetrius Kalopothakes, & Greek writer, edu-
cated in America, now resident in Athens;
writes on ' Crete, the Island of Discord.’
Prof. Benjamin Ide Wheeler writes on * The
Royal Family of Greece,” There are other
important papers by prominent writers. Dr.
Mitchell’s novel, * Hugh Wynne,” 18 now well
along in the Revolutionary perio&. The Cen
ury Co., Union Square, New York, .

RECEIVED.— The Metaphysical Magazine, The
Motaphysical Publishing Co., 503 Fifth Avenue,
New York. The Journal f{f Hygiene and Her-
old of Heaith, Dr. M. L. Holbrook, Editor, 46
ast Twenty-first street, New York. Border-
land (for April), Publishing House, 125 Fleet
street, London, E. C.

. | sels from the spiritua

Michigan Notes.

My first engagement in Flint has just closed.
There are thinkers here as elsewhere. Hon.
L. V. Moulton, Mrs. A. E, Sheets, Mrs, Car-
penter, Martha E. Root and others have done
good work here—Mrs. Sheets being the popu-
lar favorite. Mrs, Dr. Sarah Allen is-doing a
splendid work for the sick. She cures many
whbom the regulars cannot help, and thig is
what annoys them. Unable to compete with
those natural healérs, sustained by wise coun-

i world, they seek to com-
el the people to employ them by villainous
aws, enacted under their dictation, and the
people supinely wait until they are bound
slaves, and then die as the doctors order,
Mrs. Allen has a large practice, and a beauti-
ful Sanitarium, that invites the sick into an
atmosphere of spiritual light and restfulness,
Bro. C. M. Hovey, President of the Spiritual
Society, tells me that, against all the evil
E{rophecies and dolorous diagnoses of Mrs,
-Hovey’s case, whom it was thought could not
long survive, Mrs. Allen is curing her. -

- My, Daniels is regarded by many as a very

has given public * tests’’ each Sunday after-
noon, drawing large audiences, and seemingly
giving good satisfaction.

Miss Maude Porter is a promising young
lady, baving mediumship that will be likely to
make a noise from the platform in the near fu.
ture. She is fine, intelligent and aspiring, cal-
culated to make a good impression by her per-
sonal bearing as well as her talents and spir-
itual gifts. here is a fine array of ‘‘home
talent” in Flint, whose public entertainments
rival a first class theatre, some excellent mu-
sical talent also adding zest to all public meet-
ings. Last week [ gave two lectures in

OWO0880, *

tertainment, and a bracing spiritual atmo-
sphere. On Tuesday, April 20, the day of my
arrival, they celebrated the seventh anniver-
sary of the birth of the society with music and
short speeches, Miss Laura Matlock presidin

in adignified and pleasing manner, There}

met old friends whom [ knew thirty five years
ago in Gowanda, N, Y., and Nashville, N, Y.
and the quickenings of memory and socia
thrills, a3 those ‘‘days of auld lang syne”
echoed the footsteps of progress from the val-
ley of silence, swere a tonic to my weary
nerves, and a memento of the continuous life
that traces the ages from generation to genera~
tion, and spans the chasm of mystery to the
rosy morning flashing from the borderland.
At the Matlock home a sweet, delicate, rest-
ful atmosphere greets the weary traveler, and
angels are welcome guests and helpful attend-
ants. Here Giles B. Stebbins has often rested
while he wrought with his pen and feasted on
the harmonies of soul. *Prof, Starr’” has
been in Owosso in the years gone * exposing ”
Spiritualism, and while the church supported
him he made converts to Spiritualism.

My stay was mostly with D, D. Strickland
formerly of Chautauqua Co.,, N. Y., afmt;hfuf
and practical Spiritualist from boyhood. At my
first lecture there were two ministers, one an
Armenian lecturer. .

Igo to Bay City to work at the Quarterly
meoting of the Saginaw Valley Association,
May tand 2, “The world do move.”

Lvyax C. Howe.

Flint, Mich., April 28, 1897,

A SDIPLE CATARRH CURE.

1 have spent nearly fifty yearsin the treatment of Ca-
tarrh, and have effected more cures than any specialist in
the history of medicine. A8 Imust soon retire from active
tife, T will, from tnis ttme on, send the means of treatment

every reader of this paper, who suffers from this loathsome,
dangerons and dlsgusting disense. This s a sincere offer,
which any one s free toaccept. Address IProf. J. A,
LAWRENCE, 88 Warren Btreet, New York,

Mar. 6. 26w
To Sick

FR E People

A gpsitive, quick and lasting cure for Constipation,
Indigestion, Dyspepsia, Sick Headache, Kidney
and Liver Diecases, Poor Blood, Rheumatism,
Corpulency, ete,  Thousands of testimonials from
grateful pooRlc who have been cured- Wesend a
trial case of Medicine free and post-paid, You
run no risk and save Doctors® bills, Good Agents
wanted. Address EGYPTIAN DRUG 10, New York.
Mar. 6. 28w
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ration of this greattem- &
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reliable and remarkable test medium: and he -

where I found a cordial welcome, pleasant en-

and cure a3 used in my practice, Free any post-paid, to
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TWO DOLLARS PER YEAR,

The management of the BANNER OF LigaT
has reduced the subscription price of
the paper to Two Dollars per year
(former price $2.50).

We trust that Spiritualists everywhere will
co0perate heartily with us in the step which
has been taker, and that regular subscribers
for Tag BANNER will make an effort to in-
orease its circulation. If every one now on
our subscription books would make it his or
her business to obtain one new subscriber to
this paper for 1897, the heretofore high stand-
ard of THE BANNER could easily be maintained,
the value of its contents and the practicality
materially enhanced, and the Cause which this

" paper has so long defended and upheld greatly

strengthened. . ~

Ordination.

In our last issue, the President and Secreta-
ry of the National Spiritualists’ Association
gave notice that the subject of ordination had
again come to the front, and was demanding
the attention of the.executive officers of the
national body. Our readers will remember
that the National Spiritualists’ Association or-
dains no one to the ministry of Spiritualism.
This is one of the wisest provisions in its rules,
and it would be a good thing for Spiritualism if
every State and local society would follow its
praiseworthy example. Ordination has be-
come a serious menace to the progress of pure
Spiritualism, and summary measures are ne-
cessary to check a practice at once dangerous
in itself and pernicious in its influence.

The separation of Church and State rendered
all ecclesiastical ordination obsolete, but the

- ¢ivil law did not go far enough in dealing with

this question. It divested the Church of all
authority in the affairs of State, yet reserved
to the clergy the right to solemnize marriage,
to attend funerals, to enter prisons and re
formatories as spiritual advisers, and exempt
ed them from jury duty. Under these reserva:
tions a long train of evilshas grown up through
the influence of this privileged class. Some
Spiritualist speakers and mediums have begun
to yearn for the perquisites supposed to be at-
tached to the position of a minister of the gos-

.pel. We deplore this tendency, and enter our-

golemn protest against it. :

The title “ Rev.” has many attractions for
some of our Spiritualists, but we fail to see
why it should. It has absolutely no meaning
under existing conditions, and is, therefove,
entirely superfluous. Under ecclesiastical law
it indicated something, and made the individu-
al who bore it a subject of reverence (or fear)
on the part of the masses. Modern civilization,
and especially the ethics of Modern Spiritual-
ism, is against the continuance of any such
custom or practice. We as Spiritualists exalt
no class of human beings above another, there-
fore want no reverends to fear, nor bow to in
humble submission to their religious wills.

This invidious distinction on the part of the
law has done more to foster the development
of the caste system in this country than any
other one cause, with the possible exception
of class legislation. As Spiritualists, it is our
duty to protest against every tendency in so-
ciety to make°caste distinctions between hu.-
man beings of equal intelligence and moral
worth,

Many speakers and mediums desire ordina-
tion for the sole object of obtaining half-rates
upon railroads. The railroad authorities re-
coguize this fact, and have tried to obviate it
by the adoption of a series of stringent, yet
eminently just rules, éhat guard them from all

- kinds of imposition ir’ this direstion. The fact

of ordination carries with .it no right to half-
rates whatever., The ordained party must pre-
sent evidence of such a character as will prove
him or her to be a regular settled speaker, or

- recognized missionary, under salary {rom some

State or National body. Other safeguards are
also placed around the privilege of half-rates
that garve to protect railroads from imposition
on the part of those who feel that it is morally
right to get the best of a corporation under any
oircumstandées,

THE BANKER {ails to see why one person
should travel at a Jesser rate of fare than anoth-
or simply because he hasa tltle, or wearsa
olerical or religious gown. Why should & well-
pald olergyman travel upon half-fare, when a

fall fare? Ttisour dutyto Itvathe ethios of
Spiritualism, aud demand ' equal'rights for all

_— .  I'and speotal privileges for hone” It ls urged
SRR or g rymLaie

that ao long as Orthodox ministera receive half.
rates, Spiritualistspeakersand medluma should
also recelve them, T'he question at once arises
should Spiritualists be s party to a wrong be.
oause Orthodox ministers are? This question
would settle ftself if Spiritualisis would be
more juat to their speakers, and give them llv-
ing wages, with long term engagements. Un.
der the present starvation system a spiritual-
istic worker feels quite justified in nccepting
half-fare tickets, But he will gladly yield
them when the people employing him give him
enough to eat, and cash enough to decoently
clothe himself,

-Another feature of the ordination question
i its indiscriminate application to ail classes of
people. Some societies have ordained hun-
dreds of people, many of whom could neither
read nor write, while others are graduates of
the penitentiary or on their way there, Keepers
of houses of ill.fame, of liquorsaloons and broth-
els have also been “ordained " to the Spirituai-
ist ministry, and sent out to reform (?) the
world! Isitnot time to cry a halt upon this
pernicious and criminal practice? Is it not
time that professional blask legs are given to
understand that they cannot by any legal ho
cus-pocus become spiritual ministers, and be
recognized by the law or by self-respecting
Spiritualists? Tur BANNER feels that a radi.
cal departure must be made, and a page turned
in the history of Spiritualism in the direction
of progress.

There is but one way to deal with the ques
tion of ordination. It should be abolished by
the might of the law. No clergyman of any
denomination should be permitted to perform
marriage ceremonies nor receive privileges be-
cause of his priestly offices. We stand for the
total separation of Church and State, therefore
would refer the marriage question to the civil
authorities, where it properly belongs., We
believe a crusade to this end should be at once
inauguratéd. Let us work for the enactment
of laws forbidding special privileges to the
few, and strive to abolish the rite of ordina-
tion in all denominations, by taking away the
perquisites that go with it. The rule of the
priest should be overthrown, and ordination
is one of its main props. Abolish it, and hu
manity will be greatly blessed.

The Somersworth, N. H., Tragedy.

Josoph Kelley’s terrible crime and subse-
quent flight have furnished the-newspapers
sensational items without number during the
past few weeks. Now that he has been cap-
tured and is behind prison bars, it is to be
hoped that he will be allowed to drop out of
gight for a brief time, at least,

His crime was a most brutal one, based upon
no motive of revenge, but only upon a desire
for notoriety, coupled with an inordinate love
of money. . His ready confession, and apparent
eagerness to aid the officers in recovering the
booty he had not disposed of, have been aston-
ishing to the officers of the law. e even went
so far as to give such assistance as wasin his
power to facilitate his own extradition. His
own condemnation of himself will probably
gave the State of New Hampshire a long and
expensive trial, but his ready assistance in the
ways indicated may prove that he has acted
advisedly,

There can be but one verdiet in this case.
He will be pronounced guilty of murder in the
first degree, and will be sentenced to death.
The plea of insanity canhot save him, nor is
there any channel through which he can es-
cape the extreme penslty of the law. Legal
murder will follow as a punishment for the
murder he has committed. The State will try
to prove that “two wrongs make one right,”’
the law will be " vindicated.” justice (?) done,
and the officers, with heavy fees in their pock-

‘ets, perfectly satisfied that they have done

their whole duty in this case.

What wretched folly all this is! * A)life for
alife” is a doctrine that obtained duringthe
ages of barbarism, and should have no part in
the ethics of the nineteenth century civiliza-
tion. We are opposed to murder of all kinds,
willful or judicial, hence. feel that Kelley’s
crime should be punished in a far different
manner than by hanging, He should be placed
where he would be compelled to labor for the
good of those whom he has wronged, and kept
in durance until his ghirit is morally educated.

Prisons, in genergl?f are moral pest.liouses,
and need reforming. When the reformation
of a prisoner is made the aim of the State, &
great change for the better will ensue in re-
gard to all punitive measures. If men knew
how great a crims it is to send asoul wholly un-
prepared into spirit life—if they realized that
hate, malice and revenge were fostered by
such acts, they would be less keen'to deprive
their fellow-beings of life. Spiritualism, then,
has a great educational work in this direction,
and it behaoves all Spiritualists to place its
teachings in their true light before the world.
When legal murder is done away with, baibar-
ism will receive its death-blow, and other
needed reforms will at-once come in to bless
mankind.

— —

Texas and Ohio State Conventions.

The great States of Texas and Ohio have fol-
lowed the example of Michigan, Massachu-
setts, California and New York, and organized
strong State Associations as branches of the
National Spiritnalists’ Association. ~EBvery-
where within the borders of those States the
demand for State organization was apparent,
and the people rallied to the support of the
movement in no uncertain way. Delegates
from every section in both States attended the
Conventions and entered heartily into the
work.

In Texas the movement was inaugurated by
Allen F. Browne, the settled speaker for the
San Antonio Spiritualist Society, who was
ably seconded by Charles W. Newnam, editor
of the Dawning Light, and Agent of the Na-
tional Spiritualists’ Association. Other inter-
ested workers, notably R. H, Kneeshaw, John
W. Ring, Mrs, Wells-Bedell and Miss Lydia W.
Allen, did all in their power to make the Texas
Convention a grand success. They did not
fail; on Monday, May 3, a splendid State As-
sociation, with Allen F. Browne as President,
was organized, and its machinery set in mo-
tion, Mr. Browne has an able Board of Trust-
ees a8 his co-laborers, and the signs aro most
promising for a ‘grand work in the Lone Star
State. »
Ou May 5, two days after the Texas organi-
zation was completed, Ohio flung her banner
to the breeze, and launched a very trim-look-
ing barque upon the spiritualistic ocean, The
work in Ohio was started by Charles W, Tay-
lor, of Lima, State organizer of the National

half-pald working man or woman must pay , Spiritualists’ Association, who for thresor four

montha hu%tod all of bils time to the end
that was achiewed on the Sth inst, He exerted
all of hinenergles, wnd-uaed hila private funds to
make Htate organization praotioable in his
State. We learn unofficlally that he has ex
pended more than one thousand dollars out of
hin own pooket-in thls work. He hiad able seo.
ondsin E M. Hale of Lima, J. K. Bruner of
Cincinnati, W. H. Myers of Vau Wert, and J,
D. Arras of Columbus. Ion. E, W. Bond of
Willoughby ls President of the Ohlo Assocla
tlon, and Mr., Taylor Is the Seoretary., An
able Board of Trustees, including Bros. Bru-
ner and Myers, was chosen with them.

Both Conventions were very harmonious,
not one discordant note being struck from
start to finish. Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond,
Vice-President of the National Spiritualists’
Association, was the official representative of
the National body at the Texas State Conven-
tion, where she was greeted by immense audi-
ences at her every appearance. No less than
two thousand five hundred people attenced her
Sunday afternoon lecture, May 2, and the San
Antonio Express gave an elaborate and com
plimentary review of her effort. She was ac-
curately described as a scholarly speaker,
whose eloguence and purity of diction charmed
all.hearts. She won fresh laurels for herself,
and reflected greatcredit upon the Association
she 50 ably represented. .

The Ohio Convention was also attended by
large audiences, not less than three hundred
being present at any session, while the even-
ing meetings were crowded to the doora. The
speakers were at their best, and their work
was eminenily satisfactory. Messrs. J. Frank
Baxter, Hon. L. V., Moulton, Willard J. Hull,
Moses Hull, Dell Herrick, Mrs. H. S. Lake,
Mrs. Carrie F. Curran and Mrs., Cora L. V.,

‘Richmond were the speakers, while Mrs. Jose-

phine Ropp, Mrs. Maggie Waite aud Mrs. Nel-
lie Mosier gave spirit messages.

Messrs. Brown and Taylor deserve well at
the hands of the Spiritualists of their respec-
tive States, and we trust they wiil meet with
the support they so richly merit. THE BAN-
NER congratulates these gentlemen upon their
success, and extends its felicitations to the
Spiritualists of both States upon their entry
into the ranks of organized brotherhood.

The Babe Will.

In arecent issue we called the attention of
our readers to this important instrument,
stating that it was being contested by distant
relatives of Mrs. Babe. We have since learned
that it will take fifteen hundred dollars to de-
fend,the will, and the decision of judge and
jury, owing to religious prejudice alone, may
be rendered adversely to Spiritualism. Right
and justice are on the side of the National
Spiritualists’ Association, aiid it is the opinion
of many leading Spiritualists that a fight to
sustain the will should be made, even if the
case is decided ‘in favor of the relatives,
Such is our own view, and we stand ready to
do our part to test the rights of a Spiritualist’
to dispose of an estate as he or she sees fit.

Our readers will please bear in mind that
while the chances are in favor of the will
being sustained in court, there is yet a proba-
bility that an adverse judgment may be ren-
dered. It will take money to defend the will,
and those who contribute to its defense must
do so with the understanding that the will
may be broken. ¥We do not wish to mislead
any one in this matter, but we do feel as if all
true Spiritualists should rally to the defense
of the will, and give their money freely to test
what may prove their own legal rights in a
similar case. The National Spiritualists’ As-
sociation makes no false pretenses in this case;
it states the literal facts, and asks its friends
to rally to its support.

It cannot use the funds now in its treasury
to carry on this suit, because they were con-
tributed for other purposes. It would not be
right to deplete its treasury in a problematical
lawsuit, hence a special fund is needed with
which to make a good fight. The National Spir-
itualists’ Asgsociation Executive Committee has
-empowered the President to appeal for funds,
and to make the fight without taking one dol
lar from the National Spiritualists’ Associa-
tion itself, or even engaging the National
Spiritualists’ Association directly in the con-
troversy. :

One gentleman offers to be one of fifteen to
put in one hundred dollars each to defend this
suit. Where are the other fourteen? Oaly a
few days remain before the first hearing will
be held, anﬂ it is necessary that the friends of
the Natiodal Spiritualists’ Association should
be on hand with able attorneys to represent
them,

Send all moneys to Francis B. Woodbury,
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, S. E., Washington,
D.C., with the positive statement that the
contributions are designed for the defense of
the Babe will, and are not to be applied to any
other purpose whatsoever.

—y -

%™ Mr., Frank Walker, General Manager of
the Rochester, N. Y., Jubilee in 1898, spent

the past week in -Boston, renewing old ac- |-

quaintances and making many new ones. He
is the right man in the right place, us his en.
ergy well proves. The Jubilee is bound to
be a grand success, and the indications now
point to the atteridance of thousands of Spirit-
ualists from all over the globe. We learn that
the Deputy Manager of the Jubilee for New Eng-
land will be J. B. Hateh, Jr., of this city.
No mistake has been made in the selection
of Mr. Hatch, as results will prove. These
two will surely accomplish a great work. Suc-
cess to the Jubilee.

£ Mrs. Cora'L. V. Richmond made a good
record last week in the way of hard work. She
left. Chicago Friday morning, April 30, and
reached San Antonio, Tex., Sunday morning,
May 2, where she spoke twice on Sunday and
twice on Monday. Leaving San Antonio Mon-
day evening, she arrived in Columbus, O,
Wednesday evening at eight o’clock, where she
delivered a brief address, followed by two lec-
tures on Thursday. She returned to Chicago
Friday, May 7, having beeu absent exactly
geven days, In that {ime she traveled four
thousand miles, and delivered seven addresses,

5~ New York, Texas and Ohio have spok
en. What is the matter with Maine, New
Hampshire and Rhode Island? Are the Spir
itualists in those States asleep, or have they
gons to spirit-life? Their silence is so pro-
found as to-be felt, and their inertia so appar-
ent as to indicate that the explosion of a few
spiritual bombs are needed there to awaken
the echoes, and to put energy into their me-
dial workers. ‘

!

3= Mr. Hiram Thomas of Schoharie, Scho-
harle Co., N. Y., lately deceased, has bequeath-

ed to the Veteran Spiritualists’ Union $1000,

Contradictory Communications.

A valued correspondent asks how the din
metrionlly opposite atatements on the part of
communioating aplrita can be reconciled or
harmonized, By simply tukiug them for what
they are worth, viz.: the opinions of finite
beings, therefore by no means fufallible. 'If
slx men attempt to describe an event to which
they were Jolnt wituesses, their testimony ls
never identioally the same; if it were, it
would oarry suspicion on its face. Ita differ.
ence In unessentials carries with it the stamp
of sincerity and truth,

It 1s the same with spirit.communications.
Qur spirit.-friends, In describing the same
scenes or in studying the same problems, may
view them in an altopether different light
one from another. This will lead them to
widely different conclusions, which will be
their honest judgments, that they will not
hesitate to express at every opportunity., We

carry our pet theories, peculiar opinions and,

idiosyncracies with us into spirit-life. We
canuot chanpe our natures tustautly, nor do
we change our views until we are convinced
that we are in error. If we go out of this life
devout believers in the doctrines of the chureh,
we will hold to those beliefs for a long time in
spirit; and if we go out with our miuds biased
in any direction, we are not liable to change
for many years, perhaps centuries, because we
will be in the company of those who think
and believe as we do.

Because one spirit says a thing is absolutely
true is no reason- why we should accept that
statement as a finality, We should bring all
things to the bar of our judgment, and then
decide according to the light that is given
unto us, ‘' Prove all things; hold fast to that
which is good,” is an adage as true to-day as it
ever was, and it should be heeded. The con-
tradictory communications from spirit life
simply demonstrate that humau spirits are
the source of the statements made. It is the
duty of mortals to weigh the testimony of-
fered, and accept only such as comports with
their most enlightened judgment,

Ii is as fatal to progress to accept spirit tes-
timony as infallible, as it is to accept an infal-
lible cliurch, pope, Bible or Jesus. The light
of reason should be the guide, and hard com-
mon sense should be the judge upon the bench
of our mental and spiritual courts. By pre-
senting both sides of a question either from
mortal or spirit-testimony, a more just judg-
ment can be formed, aud an enlightened, un-
biased verdict rendered. If Jonathan Ed-
wards returns to say that an endless hell is a
fact, and John Murray to say that there is no
hell, it is easy for us to form an opinion in re-
gard to ti¥ two communications. The pre-
dominant thought of the two individuals while
on earth is governing them in spirit.

So it is with all communicating spirits. Each
speaks for himself, and sometimes is 50 biased
by prejudice as to color his statements to suit
his own beliefs. Mortals have been kndwn to
do likewise, especially in religion and politics.
Therefore we cannot reasonably expect truth-
ful communications from all spirits until we
cease to send liars and falsifiers into spirit-life.

Buffalo, N. Y., Spiritualists, Be-
ware !

The good people of Bufialo are now suffer-
ing from a visit from the unmitigated fraud,
against whom we warned our readers a few
weeks since. Our Buffalo friends should be
on their guard, and warn all investigatorsto
keep away from this prince of rascals, True
Spiritualism has no place for such_ as he,
and the sooner Spiritualists take a firm stand
against all frauds and pretenders, the better
it will be for our Cause.

8™ The Lycewn Banner, London, England,
for May contains a very complimentary refer-
ence to the editor of the BANNER oF LIGHT,
for which we extend thanks. Brother Morse
is making The Lycewm Banner a very instruct-
ive and progressive journal. He,and his able
assistant, Miss Florence Morse, should be loy-
ally sustained in their good work by all Spirit-
ualists, who owe it to themselves and their
childven to subscribe for the only Lyceum pa-
per in the world. The Lyceum Banner is os

tensibly for children, but it is filled with valu.

able reading matter that will benefit old and
young alike. It should receive a most gener-
ous support.

£F= “Mr. E. H, Tuttle, of the BANNER OF
LicHT, is budding as a full-fledged test me-
dium.”—Light of Truth, May 8.

Our esteemed contemporary has made a slight
mistake, Mr. E. H. Tuttle has no connection
with Tre BANNER whatever, but holds meet-
ings of his own on Tremont street. Our Mr.
Tuttle is Fred G. Tuttle, the able and effi-
cient Treasurer of the Banner of Light Pub-
lishing Company, whose mediumship is of the
eminently practical kind, that of dealing with
material affairs in such a manner as will best
serve spiritual ends.

5&™ We learn with much pleasure that the
season at Cassadaga Camp promises to be one
of the most successful in its history. Applica-
tions for cottages are said to outnumber those
of any former year at the present date, The
program is being very carefully prepared, and
will contain some of the most eminent names
in Spiritualism, together with several from
other denominations. Cassadaga is doing a

good work, and deserves to succeed. Presi-

dent Gaston and his_associates have our best
wishes for a prosperous season.

§%= The recent decision of a judge that the
law fixing the rate of fare upon street cars in
a certain city at three cents was unconstitu.
tional, because it interfered with a man's right
to manage his own business, is a sign that the
people will do well to notice. If people pay
five cent fares, then every person should be

furnished with a comfortable seat, under the
penalty of the law. ' There is danger ahead un-
less the people swaken to the duty of the
hour, and act as a unit in defense of their

rights.

5> Money is needed to defend the case of
Mr. F. L. Hughes of Wheatlands, Mich., now
pending before the Supreme Court of that

State. This is & worthy case, and Spiritualists

should rally at once to his support.,” Send all

contributions to Mrs. May F. Ayres, Lansing,

Mich., and state that they are to be applied to

the Hughes case,

5= W. J. Colville’s lectures in New York
and Brooklyn are still .very largely attended.
They will ba continued only a very few weeks
longer, at Union Square Hall, New York,
Wednesdays and Fridays, at 3 p.»,, and 497
Franklin Avenue, Brooklyn, Tuesdays, Thurs-

days and Saturdays, at 3 and 8 p. M,

Rev. 'l‘homu‘fDl"xon.

Under the oaption of ** An Amaxing Attack
on the Pulpit,”,the New York Journal, in it
{ssue of May 5, comments vigorously upon the
reverend gentleman’s excoriations of the pul-
pits  The Journal says:

“ Things are oocourring in unworldli' ofroles
which cannot but confuse the minds of the un-
regenerato. I[f the loat aud deflant Ingersoll
were blaspliemously to deolare from a New
York platform that ‘men have rencunced re..
liglon, the ministry {s in its decadence, and
women are the only support of the chureh,’
nobody would be surprised, but only shooked,
as usu+l, Coming from a Christiau pulpit, how-
‘aver, this language astonished. It was used by
the Rev. Thomas Dixon on last Sabbath even-
ing. He averred, also, that in all this glgantic
city, with its two million inhabitants, ‘there
are not thirty-five thousand men who go into
Protestant churches.” As if that were not
enough to rock the foundations of Zion, Bro.
Dixon again applied the crowbar of contempt-
uous assertion, and threw his whole sacred
weight upon it, to the following effect:

“*The decllne of the ministry is a great factor in
the decay of the ecclestastical machinery, It there
la g runt o the famiy, who 18 of no earthly use for
anything else, the parents make a prescher of him,
... I men of bratns get iuto the wministry, and begin
to think, and give exprassion tn thelr thoughts, they
have gor to get out mighty’quick, oy stand trial on a
charge of heresy.'”

It is refreshing to find & clergyman courage-
ous enough to tell the truth about his ministe~-
rial brethren, and the decaying hulk of theol~
ogy represented by the Church. If Mr. Dixon
has as much mental ability as he has courage,
his crusade will ultimate in great good to his
church. All reforms must come from within,
but we have serions doubts if there be enough
left in the church to be reformed by Mr. Dix-
ou, or any.one else. His attack is one of the
signs of the times, aud his statement that men -
of braius have to leave the ministry, or stand
trial for heresy, shows that some theologians
now recognize a fact that has long been appar-
ent to outsiders. :

When humanitarian work is emphasized
more, and church polity and discipline less, a
‘more rational religion will result, and the world
be greatly blessed thereby. Spiritualism is the
open sesame to a scientific religion, and a relig-
ious science which will give thinking men and
women fresh inspiration daily in the many
topics of interest it presents for their consid-
eration.

The Volunteers of Ameriea.

The Volunteers of America celebrated their
first Anniversary in March. The progress
which they have made is remarkable. Theéy
begin their second year with one hundred and
sixty Posts, and five hundred commissidned
officers, and with three thousand members of
their auxiliary or * Defenders League.” Every
wmouth half a million of people attend their
out-door and in-door meetings.

Beside the regular relief work done at the
Posts, Mrs. Ballington Booth is doing mission
work in the State Prisons in New York, Mas.
sachusetts, New Jersey and California. Mors
than one thousand two hundred of the prison-
ers have been converted, and have joined the
Volunteer Prisoner’s League. She is also es-
tablishing homes to which they can go when
released, and where they can receive aid in
obtaining work. ~

In the northwéstern territory, under the
command of Brig, Gen. Fielding, there are now
sixty Posts, and one hundred and seventy com-
missioned officers. About eight hundred con-
versions were reported from these Posts dur-
ing March,

During the past winter the Chicago Posts
fed 14,308 hungry people, lodged 9,206, gave
away 5,186 garments, 30 tons of coal and 1,053
loaves of bread. They also distributed hun-
dreds of dollars’ worth of groceries, shoes and
medicine to the worthy. poor.

Besides this, last summer they gave a free
picnic to 13,000 poor children, and afterward a
thanksgiving dinner to 1,200 newsboys, and a
Christmas dinner to 7,000 huogry men, — ***

£%>The energetic little Medium, Los An-
geles, Cal,, comes to us this week in a new
dress, and in the form of a sixteen-page jour-
nal. THE BANNER is pleased to note this sign
of progress and improvement, and hastens to
extend sincere congratulations. A perusal of
its pages will satisfy even the mogknzggtious
that it is well worth the subscriftion price.
We wish our esteemed contemporary every
success, and extend to Editor Lunt the right
hand of fellowship. "

£3= One of the recent converts to Spiritual-
ism is Rev. S. S. Bartlett of Cleveland, O. Mr.
Bartlett has held several debates with J.
Clegg Wright and Moses Hull on divers oc-
casions. He was a delegate to the late Ohio
State Spiritualist Convention, where he

vigorous and eloguent remarks. He is well
posted in matters spiritual, has a message for
the people, and should be kept at work.

£5> We learn that the annual election of
officers of the Veteran Spiritualists’ Union
will take place Monday evening, May 17, at
No. 7 Park Square. Every member of the
Union will be interested in this meeting, and a
full attendance is expected.

£4™ Our Question and Answer department
has been suspended of late, owing to pressure
of work on the part of Mr, W. J. Colville, who
has charge of the same, It will be redpened
as soon as Mr. Colville’s new book is out of
press.

The .Members of the Veteran Spirit-
ualists’ Union

Are hereby notified that the annual mesting
of the corporation will be held on Monday,
May 17, at 7:30 r.M., in the large reception
room, Arcade Hall, 7 Park Square, Boston, for
the election of officers for the ensuing year,
and also to gee if the Union will amend Sec. 5,
Art, 3, of the By-Laws, as follows: By inserting
after the word annu 1 the words **or special ”’;
by striking out the words * provided the amend-
ments proposed have been inserted in the no-
tice calling the meeting,” and insert in place
thereof thgwords * provided the amendments
proposed have been read at a meeting of the
Union held not less than seven days before taks
ing such action, or have been published in the
BANNER or LieHT, the publication day of
which paper containing such notice shall be at
least seven days before voting thereon.”

The section, when amended, will read as fol-
lows: “These By.Laws may be altered or
amended at any annual or special meeting of
the Union, provided the amendments proposed
have been read at a meeting of the Union held
not less than saven days before taking such ao-
tion, or have been published in the BANNER OF
LicHT, the publication day of which paper
shall be at least seven days before voting there-
on, and provided two-thirds of the members
present and voting are in favor of said pro-
posed amendment.”

Also to transact any other business that may
legally come before it.

Mns. J. S. SopER, Clerk,

aroused no little enthusiasm ' through his -
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BANNER OF LIGHT,

SHALL WE FIND THEM AT THYR
. PORTALS?

Y RRY. J, K. BANKIN, b, D,

Will they meet ug, cheer and greet us,
Thona wo've loved who've gone betore?
Hhall we find them at the porials,
Find our beautifed immortals,
* When wereach the radiant shore?

Hearta are broken for some token
That they live and love us yet!
And we ask,  Onn those who've lelt us,
Of love’s look and tone bereft us,
Though v heaven, can they forget? "

And we often, as days softey,

And comes out the eveniug star,
Looklog westward, sit and wonder,
Whethier, when so far asunder,

They still think how dear they are?

Past yon portals our lmimortals,
Those who walk with him {n white,

Do they 'mid thelr bliss recall us?

Kuow they what events betall us?
Will our comlng wake dellght?

They will meet us, cheer and greet us,
Those we 've loved, who 've gone belore,
We shall find them, at the portals,
Find our beautified lmmortals,
When we reach the radiant shore,

" Bunner Covvespondence,

- K" Our friends In every part of the. country
are earnestly invited to forward brief letiters,
Items of local news, etc., for use in this depart
ment.

Massachusetts.
LEOMINSTER.—Juliette Yeawsays: “ From
- the bedgide of my mother, fast fading from
earth-life, [ send THE BANNER a few notes of
the Society at Greenwich.

During the past year the Ladies’ Aid con-
nected with the Society has held afternoon
meetings, followed by sociables, with sup.
pers and entertainments. Despite inclement
weather and sparse population; the attendance
has been large, and financial results pleasing.

Easter Sunday was observed as & memorial
of our arisen loved ones, and the fioral tributes
were profuse and beautiful, and the especial
music was finely rendered. .

One service of .this year was peculiarly touch-
ing, a8 on Saturdav preceding occurred the fu-
neral of Bertha (Gray) King, the young wife of
‘Willie King, son of Edward and Mary King,

" She was a fair, sweet-voiced and dearly-beloved
little woman, whose heart ceased to beat with
the first throbs of mother-love; summoaned,
with ber babe, to the ‘house not made with
kands.’ Love's offering .of Easter lilies, laid
upon her casket, became the memorial offer-
ing of the Sunday service. .

The same week Chandler Powers, one of the
earliest and most ardent and generous support-
ors of the Society, left a shattered tenement
of mind bereft, for the undimmed light of the
“beyond. Although unsympatbizing relatives
had, without notice to his liberal friends, car-
ried the body to the Orthodox church for a
brief service, Sunday at the Indepsndent Lib-
eral Church brought grateful remembrancs,
loving words and fair flowers ag a memorial.

Thursday following Easter was marked by
an Easter sale of fancy and useful articles which
‘met with ready purchasers, and generous pat-
ronage of the really elegant supper served,

May 2 was the Sunday for the always accept-
able ministiy of Dr. Geo. A. Fuller. He will
gerve the Society one Sunday in June, as will
J. Frank Baxter, which, with the engagement
of Miss Lizzie Harlow for May 30, with the
presence of the G. A, R. Post aud Ladies’ Re-
lief Corps of Enfield May 23, and June 28 ob-
gerved as Children’s Day, with Miss Ethelynd
Gould of Randolph, Vt., as elocutionist, will
make a program of sufficient life and interest
10 be a reminder in this fossilized community
lt.lmt fhe Independent Liberal Church. gtill

ives,’ ,

FOXBORO.~W, G. Lamphier, Pres., writes:
*The Spiritnalists of Foxboro have just closed
a course of twenty-five lectures. We have

-been served by some of the best speakers on
the spiritual platform. April 23 and 30 that
fine trance-speaker, Oscar A. Edgerly of New-
burygort, gave us two grand lectures, not ex-
celled by any to which we have listened during
the season. We would recommend him to all
societies who desire to present to their audi.
ences lectures teeming with eloquence and a
high order of intelligence.”

. New Jersey.

ATLANTIC CITY.—A correspondent Bays:
“ At this large and fashionable watering-place
considerable interest is now manifest in spir-
itual science and philosophy.

Through the instrumentality of friends from
Thiladelphis who are summering in Atlantic

- City, W. J. Colville was urgently requested to
transfer his Monday lectures from Philadel-
hia to the seashore; and though the two first
ectures were given on a wet day, Monday,
May 3, there was a full audience at 2:30, and a
still larger attendance at 8 p. M.

Great interest was manifested in the ad-
dresses and replies to questions, while the im-
promptu poems with which the exercises con-
cluded were productive of great astonishment
ag well as admiration among the mauny visitors
present, to whom such a singular display of ex-
temporaneous oratory was a decided surprise.

As the great hotels open May 15, and the
busy season commences then, arrangements
have been made with W. J. Colville to give a
course of six lectures (or two distinet .courses

-of -three lectures each), to take place on Mon-
days, May 17, 24 and 31, at 2:30 and 8 P. M.
PFull particulars will be announced in the daily
pa’Pers.

here are seemingly more people this season
‘than ever before interested in pgychic matters
at this {)opnlm‘ and rapidly gtowing resort.
Miss Kehrwieder (of Philadelphia), the distin-
guished palmist, is doing a thriving business
on the Boardwallk facing the sea; and as she is

- & conscientious teacher, and a woman possess-
ed of much. genuine mediumistic ability, her
influence is exerted always for good upon her
numerous clieuts.

Atlantic City would offer a singularly fine
field for a Convention of Spiritualists any time
between now and the end of September.”

Pennsylvania.

PITTSBURG.—John H, Knight says: *The

First Church of Spiritnalists of this city is

still pushing forward in' its endeavor to en-
lighten this seotion of the country in regard
to Spiritualism. The audiences during April
gave evidence of the fact of continued and
rowing interest. Our speaker and medium
or the month was Edgar W. Emerson, whose
work with us was much appreciated, and
whose abilities as a worker need no comment.

During the month we have enlarged our
hall, and expect to need the extra space. The
society has done a very wise thing in the elec-
tion of Mr. C. L. Stevens. a well known busi-
ness man and earnest, liberal supporter of
the cause, as president. Ho is a gentleman
who has pronounced views in regard to the
elevation of Spiritualism to the dignity of a
religion, and who, with the writer, believes
that, rightly uoderstood, it wmeans a great
deal more than the mere reception of mes.
sages from our arisen friends. 1t will begin
to do its greatest work only when it demands
and commands the respect and support of
tens of thousands of those who would to-day
be found in its ranks if they properly under-
stood its aims, objects and possibilities.

Miss Maggie Gaule of Baltimore has just
arrived, and will be with us during May. In
addition we have as speaker Rev. Dr. J. G.
Townsend of Brockway, Ohio.”

OPIUN

Sept. 5

and WHISKEY. HABITS
cured at home without pain.
Book of particulars FREE.
B. M. Woolley, M.D., Boz 481, Athaata, Ga.

Jotrow

Passod to Bpirit-Life,

From Macedon, N, Y., April 13, 1897, NATHANINL M,
Wutanr, :

My, Wi mwubornxn aratoga fn 1828, Karly In lifo he |-
lu«{lod” i 5 hur.n}' onsoten,

aw, and was admiited to the bar, 8 gonaolen.
tioun conviotions would not long parmit him to practlca.
Hathen turned hisattention tothe mlnmr‘y, ln{t the liboral
{deas of I'riends whioh wero enrly inatitfed (n his nature
caused him to be rojeoted at the time of confirmation. e
thet embraced Phronology, and by constant study became
proficlent In the sclonco as a practitioner, and Yor many
years practlcad in Hoatun, whara hie recolved Many recom.
mondatlons from peopla 1n high mmdlna, morally and in.
tollectually, ¥or years hs practiced in Buffalo, NJY,

He was very social In hisnature, and always greeted ono
with & aml}o, andthe frisndly spirit of noncombativenoss
promptod him to retuyn good for evil; when reviled, hie ro.
viled not again, P 8. . RATHRUN,
Mucedon, Wayne Co., N. V. N
From hig home at Chenango Forks, Broows o, N,'Y

April 20, 1897, THOMAS 8, TABER, In 1ia82d year. :
Binghamton, N. Y, L.R.C.

From 31 Jenness street, Lowell, Mass,, Friday morning,
April 30, at 4:30, M188 AbDIR I BMITH, med 38 years and 10
months. ’

8ho leaves & dear mother, two sisters and s brother, who
deeply feel the seeming soparatisn, hut thelr hope in Spir-
Itualfsm serves In a measure to sustaln them,

Rev., Charles T, Biltfugs aud Mrs, J. K. D, Connnt officiat.
ed at the funeral, e

From the home of his daughter, Mrs. Benden, 194 Morrl

mack street, Haverlill, Mass,, NOAHL WARREN, aged 69
yoars, v
. Tho deceased way & lifelong Spiritualist. His companion
receded him to sphitlite a little over a X’em' ago, He
eaves bls daughter, but +he has the comforting assurance
of our beautiful phllosophy that her pareuts still watch over
and guide her, Funeral services wore conducted by the
writer May 4, MRS. ANANDA A, CATE.
[Obituary Notices not over fwenty lines wn length are pub
lished /]ratuitouslu.. When ‘exceeding that number, twenty
cents for each additional line will be charged. Ten words on
(}:n ‘(iu)em]ge make a line. No poetry admitted under the above
eading. :

N

$100 Reward $100.

The readers of this paper will be pleased to learn that
thero {s ot least one dreaded disoase that science hagbeen
able to cure In all 1ts stages, and that I3 Catarrh, Hall's Ca
tarrh Cure i3 tho only pusitive curs known to the medical
fraternity. Catarrh being a constitutional disease, requires
a constitutional treat uent, Hall's Catarrh Cure I8 taken
internally, acting directly upon the blood and mucous sur-
faces of the system, thereby destroying the foundation of
tho disease, and glving the patient strength br bullding up
the constitution and assls(ln{: yatyre in duing fts work, The
proprietors have so much fatth In its curative powers that
they offer One Hundred Dollars for any case that it falls to
cure. Bend for list of testimonials.

Address I, J. CBENEY & CO., Toledo, O,
3™ 8old by Drugglsts, 15¢. Apr. 1.

WE MAKE MANY OF THE LAME WALK,
, THE BLIND SEE, -
and THE DEAF HEAR,

When in doubt, consult the
best. Health i3 God’s greatest
(¢ toman. If youwishtoonjo
he luxurles of life, consult Prof.
A. J. DEXTER, acknowledged
by all as tus world's greatest and
most successful speciallst in ail
Chronic and Nervous Diseases,
assisted by the Doxter Medicine
Co.'s noted Physiclan, Surgeon

and Specialist.

Prot. DEXTER Is the groatest
Magretic Healer the world bas
 ever kuown, We havo letters of

tn'roduction, and from those we
liave cured, on file at our office
from the late U. 8. Grant, ex.
President Arthur, S8amuel J. Til.
den, Mrs. Jno. @. Carlisle, wife of U. 8. Treasurer Carlisle
in President Cleveland's Cabluet, Washington, D.C.; Gen,
F. T. Dent, brother-In.law of the late U, 8. Grant; Gen. Cut-
ter, ex-Paymaster U. 8 Navy; the lamented Abmha‘m‘Lln-
coln’s Secretary of U. 8. Treasury; Gen. Francls E. Spin-
ner; Col. Chas. H. Jones, ex-editor New York World, and
hundreds more quite as prominent,

Office, 210 West 42d street, New York, N. Y. All consulta.
tions and examinatlons free. ly {ay 8.

I 1. GITFORD,

Onset, - - -
DEALER 1N

Real Estate.

OFFICE AT

Headquarters Bookstore,

Mass.,,

Which {8 well stocked with BANNER publications and oth
er Philosophical, Ocenlt and Theosophical works and
Souvenirs during camp meeting season,

Intevest guaranteed on eapital invested tln‘ough thls of.
flee. Comununicattons sollelted. H. E. GIFFORD. .

May 8
INDIGESTION,
‘HEART-BURN,
and ajl Stomach
9

Troubles quickly

relieved and cured

by FLORAPLEXION, Samplebottlefree by mail,

E’;/ery drop is worth its weightin gold when you

need it. - Addresa Franklin Hart, 92 John St., NewYork.
Mar, 6, 26w

F 0 L K REDUCED
15 to 25 1bs.
pef month by a harmless treatment by practi

om———— {i\7 physician of 20 years! ex-

perlence, No bad effects, starving, wrlnkles or flab-
biness. PATIENTS TREATED BY MAIL confi-
denttally, A 40-page pamphlet, “Tuk Succrssren (\
TrratMENT oF OBsSiTY," sent for dcts,  Address

0. W. F.SNYDER, M.D.,

308 McVicker's Theater, CHICAGO, ILL,
BOSTON OFFICE,

120 West Concord Street,
' 1<‘ebD°$" M. CORA BLAND, Agent.
ble Remedies. Have cured

n RU I s many thousand cases called hope-

less. From first dose 3{111pt01ns rapldly disappear, and inten
days at least two-thirds of all symptoms are removed,
BOOK of all testimonfals of miraenlouscuressont FREE.,
10 DAYS’ TREATMENT FREE by mail.
Drs, Green & Nons, Specialists, ATLANTA, GA.
Aug. 22. 12toam

Morphine and Opium

ABITS cured; positive antidote; safe and painless.

Wil treat at howe If degired. References. For par-
Llcnjxlars,addrcss ELMWO00D ZQANITARIUM, Eimwood, Ct.
May8. w

The Psychograph,

TREATED FREE. Posi-
tively CURED with Vegeta-

DIAT PLANCHETTHE

Thisinstrument has now boen thoroughly tested by numer.
ous Investigations, and has proven satisfactory asa meaunt
of develogjng mediumship. Many who were not aware of
thelr medlumistic gift have, after a few sittings, been able
%olre((:l%lve astonishing communications from thelr departed

riends,

Gni)t. D. B. Edwards, Orlent, N. Y., writes: ‘I had com
munications (bf the Psychogmpbz from many friends. The
have been high satlsractorg, and proved to me that Spirit.
ualism 8 indeed trus, and' the communications have given
my heart the greatest comfort in the severe loss I have had
of son, daughter and their mother.”

Glles B. Stebbins writes:

“Soon after this new and curlous instrument for getting
sglrit messages was made known, I obtained one. HavlgP no
i!t for its use, I was obliged to walt for the right medfum.

t 1ast Ifound a rellable person, under whose touch on s
first trial the disk swung toand fro,and the second time wa
done stili more readlly.”

Price £1.00, securely packed In box and sent by mall post
pald. Full directions,

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS OF CANADA AND TH2
PROVINCES.~ Under exlsting postal arrangements be
tween the United States and Canads, PLANCHETTES can.

.| not be sent through the malls, but must be forwarded by.

oxpross only at the purchaser’s expen

8e.
o:x{xme by BANNER OF LIGET PUBLISHING CO.

|GUREFITS

When [ say I cure [ do not mean merely to
stop them for a time and then have them re-
turn again, I meanaradical cure. 1havemade
the disease of FITS, EPILEPSY or FALLING
SICKNESS a life-long study. [ warrant my
remedy to cure the worst cases. Because
others have failed is no reason for not now
receiving a cure, Send at once for a Yreatise
and a Free Bottle of my -infallible remedy.
Give Express and Post Office.

Prof, W.H.PEEKE, F.D., 4 Cedar St., N.Y.

Mar, 20 gow

SOUL READING,
OR PBYCHOMETRIC DELINEATION,

Y MRS. A. B, BEVERANOE. Charactor readings clear
and accurate. Examinations and prescriptions for the
sick and afiictod. Nature'sown romedies prescribed. Health
and vigor restored In overy case where there 1s suficlent
vitality io bulld upon. Important Instructions pertalning
to harmony in the marrfage relatign and home lfe. Adap-
tatlon between those intonding marriage. Helpful advice
andd questions consldered upon business, apiritual develop-
ment, mental improvement, and future success.

Brief readlng, 81,00, and four 3-cent et&m?s- full readings,
eg.oo, and four 3-cent stampsy Address, 1300 Main street,

hite Water, Walworth Qo,, w’m. Ww May 1.

DRN. PEEBLES & BURROUGHS,

SPECIALISTS in all Chronic Diseases. Correct Dagno-
sty Free, by enclesing name, age, sex, leading symptom,

and stam[;)for reply. Remember to address,
Dl}tflia EEBLES & BURROUGHS, Indianapolls, Ind.
o, 13,

Inspirational Addresses

ND Poems; Tlustrated Lectures, and Demonstrations

of Spiritual or Psychlc Healing; Socleties butlt up and
organized by MRS. McCASLIN, Ph. D, Yor special terms,
Camx;MeeMugs or others, addresy her at Institute of Prac-
tk}:\i}l s;ochology, 176 Buclid Avenue, Cleveland, O,

ar, 20, ‘

ASTONISHING OFFER.

SEND three 2.cent stamps, lock of hair, name, age, sex, one

leading symptom,and your disease will he diagnosed free

byspiritpower. MRS, Dn.bogs(m-nmxm, 5anJosé,Cal,
pr. 3. W+ ,

National Spiritualists’ Association

INQORPORATED 1893, Headquarters 600 Pennsylvania
Avenue, South-East, Washington, D, C. All Spiritualists
visiting Washington cordially invited to call, Contributing
membership $1.00 a year,

Report of the Convention 1898, containing a handsome
plcture of the National Headquarters, the President’s and
Secretary’s reports, which every Spiritualist In America
ghould read, also report of all business transacted at that
Convention {)rlce 25cents, All persons orderln§ this roport
before Apri( st will be presented with o copy of the bistory
of the National Association, :
. A few coplesof the Conventlons of '93, *84 and *95 still on
hand. Can be gurchased at 25 cents per copy. )
. FRANOCX BAILE!;-JVOODB RY, Bec’y.

Feb, 20.
“OULA"

(Pronounced We-ja,) the Lgpptian Luck Board, a Talk-
g Board, i without doubt the most interesting, re.
markable and mysterlous produetion of the 19th century-
1ts operations are always Interesting, and frequently inva).
uable, answerlig, as It does, questions concerning the past,
present and future, with marvelous accuracy. It furnishes
never-failing amusement and recrcation for all classes,
while for the scientific or thm:%htrul its mysterious move
ments Invite the most careful résearch and lnvestigation—
ngparently forming the link which unites the known with
the unknown, the material with the immaterial, Bizo of
Board, 12x18 inches.

DIREQTIONS.—Place the Board upon Lo {aps of two per.
sons, 1ady and gentleman preferred, with the small table
upon the Board., Place the fingers llght\y but ﬁrml(f with.
out pressure, upon the table so as to niove easily an freel{.
Infrom one tofive. minutes the table will commence to
movs, at first slowly, then faster, and will then Le able to
talk or answer questions, which it will do rapidly by touch.
ing the printed words or letters necessary to form words
and sentences with the foreleg or polnter,

Price 81.00, Xosm;ze 30 cents.

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

eow

IGHT: A Weekly Journal of Psychical, Oc-

cult and Mystical Research, “LIGHT" procla’ims a
bellef in the existetice and life of the spirlt apart from and
independent of the material organism, and in the reality
and value of Intelligent {ntercourse between spirlts em.
bodied and spirits disembodied, This position it firmly and
consistently maintains, Beyond this it hag no creed, and its
columns are open to a full and free discussion—conducted
na sPXrit of honest, courteous and reverent inquiry—its
%11)1” n being, in the words of its motto  Light! More

iy

o the educated thinker who concerns hifmself with ques-
tions of an occeult character, “LIGUT" affords a special
vehicle of Informatioy and discusslon. It i3 the acknowl-
edged representative of cultivated and lnte]llﬁent Spiritual-
1sm throuizl out the world, everywhere quoted and referred
to as such. The Editor has the codperation of the Lest
writers In this country and abroad, whose opinfons are
worthy of fpermanent record, whoge experience and knowl-
edge are of the highest value, and who have tio other vehi.
cle for their publlcations than “LIGHT.” Thisgives the
Journal & unique position and a slogular value,

Prico 2d.; or, 10s. 10d. per annum, post free,

All orders for the Paper and for Advertisements, and all
remittances, should be addressed to ‘‘ The Manager"; all
communicationsintended to be printed shouid ba addressed
to * The Edltor." R

Office: 2 Duke street, Adetphi, W.C,, London, Eng. eow

EAD “THE TWO WORLDS,” edited by

E. W.WALLIS. It{s progressive,re ormator*. popu-
lar, vigorous, outspoken, and ahead of the times. It deals
rearlessl{ with thie “ burning questions’ of the day; advo-
catesreliglous progress, ete. Postfree for 32 weeks for §1.00;
for 64 weeks for 82.06. Address— Manager, “ The Two
Worlds* Ofiice, 13A Corporatlon Street, Mnncﬁester, Eng.

HILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL, devoted to

Spiritual Philosophy, Rational Religlon and Psychical
Research, Sample copy free, Weekly—16 pages—#1.00 4 year,
THOMAS G. NEWMAN, Publisher, 2096 Market street, San
Francisco, Cal,

reform journal in publeation. Price, #3.00 o year, iil.ﬁ(\
for six months, 8 cents per single copy.  Address ERNEST
MENDUY, Investigator Ofiice, Paine Memorial, Boston.

WANTE Local and travellng representatives, also ad-
y dresses of Liberat Thinkers,
Apr. 24, 'OCCULT SCIENCE LIBRARY, Chleago, Iil,

IMMORTALITY, AND OUR EMPLOYMENTS HEREAFTER,

With What 3 Hundred Spirits, Good and Kvil, Say of thelr
Dwelllng Places. By J. M. PEEBLES, M.i),Antlmr of
“Seersof the Ages,”  Travels Around the World,” “ Spirltu.
altsm Defined and Defended,” “Jesus—Myth, Mau, or
God?” “Conflict between Spiritualism and Darwinism,”
“Christ the Corner-Stone of Spivitualismy,” “ Buddhism and
Chiristlanity Face to Face,” *Parker Memorlal Hall Lec-
tures,” ete,, ete. New Edition, Rovised and Ealarged, and
Price Reduced.

This large volume of 320 pages, 8vo—rich In descriptive
phienomena, lucld in moral philosophy, terse in expression,
and unlque in conccpﬂon, containing as it does’communioa.
tions from spirits (Western and Orfental) through mediums
in the South Sea Istands, Australln,”India, South Africa,
England, and nearly every portion of the civilized world—
ranks as the most interesting and will doubtless prove to be
the most Influentlal of all Dr. Peebles’s publications,

Twonew chapters have been added, one embodying an
account of Dr, i’eehlos's séance in Jerusalem, and the other
an acconnt of his several séances It Scotland with that dis-
tinguished medium, David Duguid, who, holding weekly
séanced quite regularly for nearly a quarter of a century,
under the control of splrit artists aud the enclent Persian
Prince, Hafed, has imparted much knowledge and some
wonderful disclosures concerning what transpired nineteen
hundred years ago, and what has since transpired In many
portions of the spirit-world. :

This volume contalns twenty-three chapters,and treats of
The Nature of Life.

The Attributes of Force.

-The Origin of the Soul.
The Nature of Death. .
The Lucidity of the Dying. -
The Spiritual Body.
The Garments that Spirits Wear,
The Rells Crammed with HJ/pocruea.
Visits in the Spirit-World.
Sights Seen tn Horror’s Camp,
Velocity of Spirit Locomotion,
Other Planets and their Peoples,
Ezxperiences of Spirits High and Low.
ngm Jacob Astor’'s Desp Lamemt.
Stewart Exploring the Hells. .
Quakers and Shakersin the Spirit-World,
Indian Hunting-Grounds. g
The Apostle John’s Home.
Brahmans in Spirit-Life.
Clergymen’s Sad D aa(}zpointmenu.
Fountain-of-Light City.
Fountaing, Fields and Cities.
The Heaven of Little Children.
Invnortality of the Unborn.

The Soul’s Gloriowus Destiny,

The General Teachings of Spirits in all Lands.

Large 8vo, cloth, glit sides and back. Price 81.00, post.
age 15 cents; paper covers, 50 cents, postage 10 cents,
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

ECHOES FROM THE WORLD OF SONG--VOL. II.

A rare musical work of songs and inusie, handsomely
bound in cloth and gold, has just been Issued from the press
by the well known composer, C. PAYSON LONGLEY, This
new work 18 Vol. 11, of *Echoes from the World of Song,”
and contalus the same number of pages—one hundred and
Afty=asin Vol. I, being uniform in size and style with that
nuinber, The new volume contains, among other cholce
compositions, a companion plece to “ Only a Thin Veil,”
also '"Over the River,” one of the most po;m{nr songs of the
century, and a companton plece to the same. It is of sheet
music slze, and will be a handsome ornament, as well as
useful work for piano or organ,

This second volume has an Introduction by EDWARD H,
PHERLPS of 8pringfield, Mass., publisher and proprietor of
The Homestead. /

Yol. 1. of ““Echoes from the World of Song’ was orlgin.
ally sold at §1.50 per copy; it will henceforth be sold at
81.00 Exer copy, fifteen cents extra when sent by mall.

Yol. 11. of *"Echoes from the World of Song” will also be
80ld at 81.00; 1;)osta ¢ fifteen cents extra,

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

No. 9 Bosworth street, Boston, and by the author. oW

| Hotel Glendon, Sulte 5, Boston.

HE BOSTON INVESTIGATOR, the oldest

)

Wedinms in Poston,

IMPORTANT!

—

SEND AQL, NAME, SEX, LEADING SYMPTOM,

DR, 0. E. WATKINS,
s Ayor, Mawm,

No. 55 Rutland Street.

SEANOES Sunday, Thuraday and Saturday afternoons, at
2:30, nlso Wednesday ovonings at 8,

May 1

Feb, 20,

J. K. D. Conant,

Trance and Business Psychometrist,

ITTINGS dally from 10 A, M.to 4 P.XM,, except Fridays,
8} Bosworth st. Communicate Telophone 36%, Bogton,
Eectl. Secunces Fridays at 2:30,
ay 1.

FOR LADIES ONLY.

0 t:\\sycm overything. 600 Tremont streot, Boston. Hours
05,

P. 8.—8end 12 cts., day, month and year of birth (efther
sex), and receive horoscope of your ilfe. 1w* May 15,

Ella Z. Dalton, Astrologer,

HALDEAN and Egyptian Astrology, Life-Readings
iven from the cradle to the grave. Advice given on
all klnds of Business. Also Teacher of Astrology. Readings
sll.&o anld upwards. 8% Bosworth street, Boston.
ay L,

Mrs. A.Peabody-McKenna

UBINESS, Testand Developiug Medluin, Bittings dally.
Olrcles Bunday and Thursday evenings at 8 o'clock,

and Tuesday afternoous at 3 o’clock. Six Developlag

Sllt‘%lngfﬁtor §4.00, 334 Tremont street, Suite I, Bogton.
ay 15,

Florence Rich White,

284 BOYLSTON S8T.,' Boston, Qlairvoyant and

Vitnpathic Physietan. Graduate of Manhnt.
tan College of Massage, New York City, Nervous Dis-
enses nnd Parnlysis o specialty. Office hours 10 to
12-1toé. May 8.

. Osgood F. Stiles,

DEVELOPMENT of Mediumship and Treatment of Ob-
session a speclalty,

MRS, 08GOOD F. STILES,
Business sittings. Hours 9 to 5 252 1Cu'lumbus ﬁtvenue,
W ay

MRS, THAKTER,

Banner of Light Building, Boston, Mass,
May 8.

Mrs. C. B. Bliss,

1 2 0 WEST CONCORD 8TREET, Boston. Sunday and

Thursday evening, at 8; Wednesday and Sunday

Mlt;m%ons at 2:30, Psychic Phenomenn Tuesday at8 o’clock,
8y 8.

Marshall O. Wilcox.

AGQNETIC Healer, 8% Bosworth st., Room §, Banner of

Light Buudlnﬁ Boston, Mass. Office hours, 9 to 12 A,

M,ltoSp.M. W { vigit patients at residence by appolnt-
ment, Magnetized paper, 81.00 a package. May L.

Mrs. Maggie J. Butler,
MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT,

178A Tremont street, Boston, from 10 to 3.
Mar. 27

Mrs. M. A. Brown,

RANCE Medlum. Letters answered by mall, $1.00; Sit-
thigs, 81,00, Hours 8 A M. to 1 r M. 1282 Washinglon:
street, Suite 2, Boston, Mass. dw* May 15,

Dr. A. P. Webber,

2() COLUMBUS AVENUE, Boston,
) Maguetie.

Paralysis a specialty.

Massage and
WL visit patients at their homes,
4w* May 15,

‘Mrs. A. Forrester,

RANCE and Buslness Medlum. Diagnoses disease,
Hotel Avon, 21 Unton Park street, corner of Washing-
{on, Boston; Suhela; one fileht, 10tes. 4w* Mays

Mrs. S. S. Martin.

TREMONT STREET, Boston, Sundays and Fri-
days, 8 P, M.; Sundays and Thursdays at 2:30,

Frederick Poole.

EANCEY Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 8 v.a,
and Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2:30 2.y, 443 Shaw.
mut Avenuoe, Boston, e May 8.

Mrs. Fannie A, Dodd,

AGNETIC HEALER and Test Medium, No. 233 Tre-
mont street, corner of Kllot street, Roston.,
May 15, Iwe

Mrs. Hattie A. Young,

EVELOPING, Trance and Busiuess Medium, 22 Winter
street, Room 15, Boston, Prices?bcts,, b0cts,and 81.00.

May 1.
Mrs. M. R. Goff.

UKSDAY, 8 r. a0, Thursday evening, Saturday and Suu-
day, 2:30 . M. 16 East Newton street, Boston,
May 8. dw

Hattie S. Stansbury-Holl,

8 WEST GONCORD STREET, Boston. Tuesday at 8
P. M.; Thursday and Sunday, 2:30 . M. May L

Miss Helen A. Sloan,

AGNETIO Physician, Vapor Baths, No, 178 Tremout
street, Boston. pr. 3.

Mrs. Dr. E. M. Whiting,

MASSAGE. 684 Tremont street, Boston, Mass.
ab, 7. 13w

R. JULIA CRAF'IS SMITH. 25 years

sucecessful experienge. Glves Clairvoyant Examina-
tlons dafly, Thursdaysfree to ladies. Clironic Diseases a
specialty,” 15 Warren Avenue, Boston,  §teow* Apr. 17,

RS, J. C. EWELL, Inspirational and Medi-
cal Physictan, 542 Tremontstreet, cor, Hanson, Boston,
May 8. Sw

A Descriptive Sketch of

PILATE’S QUERY.

A Story Revealing the Spiritualistic Philesophy.
BY 8, C. CLARK.

This Is 0.¢ of the strongest and most convincing books,
setting forta the clalms and the data of Splritualism, ever
written. The work is put in the form of a novel, and it por-
trays the soul-history of a young wan and.his wife, with
whose marriago the story commences. The title of the book
ts taken from the New Testament, Pilate’s {amous question,
“What {s Truth?" The husbaud is a doubter and investiga-
tor in reliclous matters, while his wife is an orthodox be-
lever in Episcopallanism; and this difference of opinion
leads him to Investigate {n order to find out for himseit
“YWhat istruth.”

A chance meeting with a distingulshed Theosophlst con-
firms Reginald Spearce’s determination to answer Pllate's
(H;lery for himself, Instead of being content with the apa-
thetfc doubts that he had formerly held on all religlous ques-
tions. The first question to engage his attention was wheth.
ﬂrf death means annihilatlon or the beginning of another

e.
He becamo a fervid convert to Spiritualism, and found to
hig surprise that he himself possessed marked medial pow-
erg, .He then succeeded in establishing spirit-communica
tion with his mother, and received messages on both the
physical and the mental plane. .

In the meant!me the young wife, through the Instrumen-
tality in tho first instance of the iliness and cure by & me-
dh;‘m of avery dear sister,also becomes converted to Spirit
uatism.

Price, cloth, §1.25; paper, 3Q cents,

For sale by BANNER oF L16HT PUBLILIING CO.

SENT FREE.
Rules 1o be Obsanied when Forming Splitua Ciroles.

BY EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN,

66

May L,

Comprehensive and clear directions for forming and con-
ducting cireles of investigation are here presented by an
able, experlenced and relfable author.

This little book also containg g Catalogue of Books pub-
lished and tor sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLIBHING
CO. Sent free on application. tf

GARLAND'S VEGETABLE COUGH DROPS.

Tm!; greatest known remedy tor all Throat and Lung
Complaiuts, For Qatarrh, Asthma etc,, etc., It has no
oqual, It I8 warranted to cure Coughs, Colds, ‘Whooplnﬁ
Cough, Boro Throat, Hoargeness, Influensa, Bronchitis, an
Inflammation of the Lungs. It is free from al] oplates and
Ininerals, oran otherln{urlouslngrodlent; and s therefore
harmless In all cases; likewlse palatable and beneficial In
regulating and strengthening the system; snd s a BLOOD
PURIPIRR I8 TRULY UNRIVALLED., A bog, taken accord.
ing to directions, 18 warranted In all cases to give satisfac.
tion, or the money will be refuuded by the wnewr, DR.
. H. GARLAND, $%? Maple street, Englewoad, Iil.

Price, per box (one-fou

ound), 25 cents, nostage free,
Farsale by RA

ER OF LIGKT PUBLISHING CO.

ME MOAII, Pahnist, Card and Impressional Reader; |

ALl

S NGABROIDERY

g Wo sond & ¢inch llnen dolly,
38 staniped with jewel and wild rose
KN design, scalloped edge, commenc-
B od with silk fioas to finish, Also &

¥ -6-Inch violet des!gn, a book of In.

structions for embroldoring flow-
ora, and our catalogues of stamp-
od ltnon goods, All sent postpald
for 20c. P, B, WORTHINGTON,
Dept. 0, 244 Oanal 8t,, New York.

fe ity and dovolopmns Fridugs, 0 o 12w | DUMONT C. DAKE, M. D,

Continental Hotel, Broadway and 20th Street,
Now York,

CLAIRVOYANT Examinations, personally or ])K letter,
Free. Send stamp for clreular, pr. 11,

Mrs, Stoddard-Gray and DeWitt C. Hough

OLD 8éances for full.form materlalizations and com.
munications from spirit-friends, Sunday, Wednes
and ¥riday evenings, 8 o'clock; Saturday, 2 o'clock, at 32
West 34th street, New York. Can be engaged for Béances
out of town, Sittings dally from10tod. Oct. 34,

Mrs. E. L. Dearborn,

PSYOMIST,
4:8 2 FULTON STREET, BROOKLYN, N.Y, At242 Weat
23t street, N.Y,Oity h(onduy-, Wednesdaysand

Falczusym Names, Tests and 8pirit Communications.
ct 3. .

ROFESSOR ST. LEON, Secientific- Astrolo-
ger, 270 Bixth Avenue, New York (hetween 17th and
18th s‘;ltrgle(s), aver dentlst, };ersonnl interviows, $1.00.

. |

ov.
MRS. M.C.MORRELL, Clairvoyant, Business

N
Test aud Prophetic Med{im, 830 West 59tk st., N, Y.
Feb. 20. P Towe w

Dr. Fred. L. H. Willis

May be addressed until further notlce,
GLENORA, YATES €O, N, Y.

R. WILLIS combiaes accurate sclentific knowledge,
belng an educated physician, with keen and searching
psychometric powers. In dlagnosing disease he claims to
ve unexcelled, and for thurty years his success o treating
all forms of dificult and complicated diseases in both sexes.
has been phenomenal,

Send for circular, with references and terms.

May 15. &m,

BARKEY fhrsrus

Organs, and Kidney
patatable. Unsurpg

" PAMPHLET g E FREE,
Cartvalled In A \sk Dealers, or,
Writeto Farwell& pn, N. Y., UB. A

Clairvoyant Examinations Free

FR()M lock of balr by DR. E, F, BUTTERFIELD. Send
lock of hair, name and age., Address DR, BUTTER-
FIELD, Syracuse, N. Y. Dr. Butterfield is at Continental
Hote), 20th street and Broadway, N. Y., once in four weeks.
Neoxt date, Thursday, Aprii8, I3w* Mar. 13,

cure Lucorrheea, Backache,
HOF SUEPUSTORIES Shpsiet, A sl
sample. W.S.8. MEDICINE, Bufialo, N. Y. 26w Jan. 16,

PERMANENT MEDIAL DEVELOPMENT,.
END a stamped and addressed envelope to J.C. R
GRUMBINE, Statlon P, Chleago, 1., for terms, read-
Ing, clrculars, for development in Clalrvoyance, Psychom-
etry, Inspiration and Heallug[.‘ Endorsed by hundreds of
students. Reduced terms. The Iuspirational Teachings
and Experfments by correspondence are just what you
need to fnsure success. I’sg'chlscopcs £2.00. Mr. Grum-
bine 18 endorsed by the splritualistic press and leadin

socleties throughout the country. The only-insplrationa
and selentlific system of unfoldinent extant. May 1.

PSYCHE, THE DEVELOPING CABINET.

}bvery Bersou who hecomes interested ll_l tue .iplmual
Phillosophy Ismore orless Interested in Mediumuship and 1t8
developmem, and it 18 for the assistance of those desir
the unfoldment of thelr wedlumistie gltts that PSYC
the Developing Cablnet, has been designed. It fs armnged
to store the vital magnetisi, or exler§y, and adapted to de-
velop anything from raps and table-tipping to independent
slate-writing and other phages of mediumship. The Cabinet
fu each case acts asastorage house for the magnetic euerg{
and makes the attalnment of the desired result moro rap d
and certaln, The assistance of a few harmonious friends
will be beneficial, but all inharmonious subjects should be
drogged while engaged jn the senrch for mf'chlc phenomena.

PSYCHE 15 3x8x1§ inches In dimension, [ias no metat in it,
13 made of wood selected for it by the Controlling Intelll-
gences, and s THOROUGULY MAGNETIZED.

Price %1.00. When seut by mall or express, 0 cents

extra,
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

PHILOSOPHY OF PHENOMENA.

BY GEORGE M. RAMSEY, M. D,
Author of “Cosmology."
IN TWO PARTS.

1. METAPHYSICAL PHENOMENA.

1. PHYSICAL PHENOMENA.

CONTENTS,

PART L—-METAPHYSICAL PHENOMENA,

Chap. 1. Philosophy of Phenomena; 2, Metaphysical Phi-
losophy; 3. Heat; 4. Functional Phenowena; 5 Man; 6. Ob-
jeetive and Subéoctlve Phenomena; 7. “ Who by Searching
Can Flnd God?" 8. Hyperbole Metaphysical; 9, * To the
Unknown God, whom ye Ignomntly Worslip”'; 10. ¢ The
Father is Greater than I'; 11. True and Spurlous Gods;
12. “Tan the Resurrection and the Life.”; 13, An Iinaginary
@God and Some of His Exploits; 14. * He i3 Free, whom the
Truth hath made free’; 15, Al Antmates Origlpate from
Eggs: 16. Trance Phenoménon; 17. Philosophy of Heallng:
18, Worship of Deitf” 19, Sense and Nonsense Intermixed:
20. Plurality and Tr -Unm' of God; 21, Vagaries; 22, Misa)
brehensions 23, What Is Sin? 24, Suns, Planets and Sate
itesof the Universe; 5. Beglnning without Ending; 26, De
sign or Accident, Which? 27. Chance versus Law; 28, Sum-

DALY,
PART I1.—PHYSICAL PHENOMENA.

Chap. 29. Nebule: 30. Alr Pressure and Alr Motionass
Motor; 81. Airand Orbital Motions; $3, Water Made to Rur
up Hilt; 33. Phtlosophy of Cafions, When and How Formed;
34, Glaclal Phenomena; 35. Moons and Thelr Motions; $.
Ethnological Phenomena; 37. The Colored Man.

APPENDIX.—Problems; Physical and Metaphysical Phe-
nomens, ad infinitum.

~This highly original treatlse, by Dr, George M. Ramsey, ai
vides the subﬂect {nto two heads—the metaphysical and the
{myslcm. With profound prorrle?' it proceeds on the line
hat error always 1promotesx evil and truth always promotes
good, and hence that we are to try all things and cast away
everything that falls to prove true. The two classes of phe
nomena are named matter-phenomens and lfe-phenomena.
The chief factors of all phenomena are recognized to be the
cosmic forces of gravity, heat and life. Wbhile the author
13 ready to acknowledge fhat hanest belfef is in itself no evl-
dence of truth, lio maintalns that honest research will
gventually leadtoi s dlscoverf'. He declares igporance te
be the mother of cruelty in all {o
alone works goodness,
The list of toplcs under each of the two general head»
{nto which the subject is divided by the author, forms a re
cltal of the profoundest Interest and the most comprehen.
sive variety.
The reader of this book will Insensibly become a studen:
by its Kemsrd. The close attentlon he will bave to give to

the subject of physical phenomena will almost make him a
sclentist. All the toplcs treated receive a handling that {‘s
TQ .

(llstlnctl{terse yet popular, The stﬁle of theauthqr
out Is elp mmatic—-compact with clear thought and dis-
tinguished forecloseness of expression. The book will at
once be pronounced a remarkable one in every aspect. Be
ing compact with thought ftsejf, it will not fail to compe:
thowght In others. It is an epoch-making book, which is
not speaking of it at all hayond its singuiar merits. .
Embellished with- a steel plate portrait of the author.
Cloth, 12mo, pﬁ). 208. Price % 00,
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

THE WRITING PLANCHETTE.

SOIENOE is unable to ex&um the mysterfous pertorm.
ances of thib wonderful little instrument, which writes
Intelligont answers to questions asked either alond or men-
tally. Those unacquainted with it wonld be astonished at
some of the resuits that have been attalned through its
agency, And no domestic circle shonld be withoat one. All
Investigators who desire practice in writing mediumshi(p
shonld avail themselves of these “Flanchettes,” which may
be consulted on all questions, as also for communicatiors
from deceased relatives or friends.
The Planchette 18 farnished complete with box, pencu
:‘r’xd dlxl'?ctlons, by which any one can easily understand ko«
use it,
PLANCHETTR, with Penfagraph Wheels, 60 cents, secure!
packed {n a box, and :en%mall oftage {res, = d
NOTICE TO RESID. 8 OF OANADA AND TLB
PROVINCES,~Under existing postal % Lo
tween the United States and  PLANQ GAD-
nat be seut through the malls, but must be forwarded iy
gxpress only, at the purchase

re T’H axNenns
ot sate by BANNYR OF LIGHT PUBLISHING Q0. t¢

rms, and that knowledge -
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o~ Doaox, SATURDAY, MAY 16, 1097,
'MEETINGS IN BOSTON.

Spiritual Temple meols In Berkeley Hall

. Beston
. unday at 105 a. 3, and 7% ¥, M. Bpeakey for Ma
mev‘w{ '] ovia m’fmnz; 1B, Eaton, o

. d

Bocre T4Bydney street, Btation K, Boaton, Mass,
Bouz" glr%al & eym moets in Derkeloy Hall every
unday at1 P. . All are welcome, Bend the chiidren.
, B, Hateh,Jr,,Conductor; A, Claronce Armatrong, Clerk,

7 Learoy street, Dorchester, Mass, :

. The Helping Hand_BSociely meoets every Wednesday after-
Nnoon An avonln%—buslnosn mesting at 4 o'clock, supper at
8 o'alock--in Gould Hall, 3 Boylston Place, Mrs. Carrle L,
Hatch, President; A. Augasts Eldridge, Becretary,

First Spiritunl Temple, Exeter und Newbary
Streets.—Bpiritual Fratornity Soclety, Sundays at 104
and 7% P, M., séances for full-form materialization, ete.
At 3% P, M., lecture through the mediumship or Miss
Blanche H. Brainard, Wednesday evenings, at 7'; socia.
ble, confersnce and nhenomens, Other tneetings an.
nounced trom the platfrrm, A, H. Sherman, 8oc'y.

Ohildren’s Pro;ru:‘jve Lyceum—8pliritual Sunda
8chool—meots évery Supday morning In Red. Men’s Hall,
514 Tremont street, at A. X, All are welcome. Mrs,
J. 8. Boper, Buperintondent.

thbone Hnll, 604 Washington Street, corner
eolnni.—Bociety of Kthicaland 8 ritus] Culture

"mo Spiritualists). Meetings Bundays at: 11, 2) and 7)¢;
eadays A 3 o'clock, Mrs, M. Adeline Wilidngon, Preai

Appleton Hall, 9} Appleton Street—Palne Memo-
rial Bullding, side entrance.~The Gospel of Bpirit Return
8ociety, Minnie M. Soule, Pastor, will hold services every
Saturday and Sunday at 2 and 7)§ P. M.

Hellls Hall, 780 Wathington Street.~Meetings
Bundayﬂ,, at 11 A, M, 3% and 7% -, M. Mrs. H, L. Tobin,
Conductor,

Elysian Hall, 820 Washington Street.—Meetings
(ﬁys, 11% 4. M;, 2% and 7% P.M.; Wednesdays, $ P.M.;
days, 3 and 7% P. M. Mrs. A. R, Gilliland, Oonductor,

En!le Hall, 616 Washington Street.—Meetings
at 11, 2§ and 7 Bundays. Dr. W. H. Amerige, Conductor.

The First Spiritualist Ladles’ Aid 8ocietymeets
overy Priday afternoon and evening—supper at § p. M.—at
M ’I‘yremont strees, Mrs, Mattle E. A. Allbe, President.
Oarris L. Hatch, 8o¢'y, 74 Bydney street, Dorchester.

The Veteran Spirituaitets’ Union meets the first
Wednesday of each month at Gould Hall, No. § Boylston
PMace, and at No, 7 Park 8quare, the third Thursday, at 7:30
P, ¥, 0. 0. 8haw, President, 29 Bedford street; Mra, J. S.
Boper, Clerk.

The fpiritualistic Industrial 8oclety meats at 7
Jark Bquare eveﬁ' Thursday afcernoon and evening; sup-
per at 8. Mrs, M. A, Brown, President; Miss C. M. Man-
ning, Secretary.

Arlington Hall, corner Dover and Washington

yStreets.—~The Ladies’ Lyceum Union mests every Wednes-

day afternoon and evenmgb' auplp;r at 6% P. M, Mrs. M. A,
Brown, President; Mrs, Al ble ompson, Secretary.

Hilawaths Hall, 241 Tremont Street (near Ellot
street),—-Meatings Sundays at 11 A, M., 2) and 73 P, M., also
Thursdays at 2X P. M., lor speaking, tests and readings.
Edwin H. Tuttls, Leader.

The Boston Psychic Conference and Facts
Meoetings, every Suniday evening, at the Woman's Jour.
nal Parlors, 3 Park street. L. L. Whitlock, President,

America Hall.—Meotings SBunday morning, afternoon
and evening. Eben Cobb, Chairman.

The Home Rontmm.—ﬂsﬁrltunhst mestings will be
held every Bunday ant Thurs evening at 7 o’clock.
Dr. E. M. Banders, President, 21 Boley street, Charlestown,

Good ’l‘em&lnn Mall-1 Johnson Avenue, Charlestown
Dist.—Bunday, Wednesday and Friday evenings, and Fri-
Gay afternoons. Mrs, E. J, Peak, Chairman,

Brighton.—The Occult Phenomena Soclety holds meet. |

ings every Sunday at 7% p. M,, at Mora Parlors, Room 10,
368 Washington street, D.H. Hall and Mrs. G. M. Chap.
man, Conductors,

QOhelses.—Epiritual meeth}xfs gvery Sunday evening at
1% at 206 Broadway. Charles H, Heavner, Chalrman. :

@rand Army Hall, 578 Massachuseits Avenue,
Cambridgeport.—Sundays, 11 A, X,, 2)§ and 7 P, M,
Mrs. L. J. Akerman, Conductor,

The Lndies’ Spiritual Industrial Society meets
the second and fourth Fridays, at 631 Massachusetts Ave,,
Oambridge Lower Hall, Canibridgeport, Mrs. M. M. Nich.
ols, President.

X Owing to the great increase of meetings In Boston,
THE BANNER—in defense of the rights of its readers out.
slde of Massachusetts—Is reluctantly compelled toannouuce
that reports of services held on Sunday only can
be noticed in these columns hereafter—though an
exception will be madein the case of Societies whichhold
only week-evening meetings.

Qur directory of Boston meetings will, however, be contin-
aed as heretofore,

BostoN SpiritUAL TEMPLE, BERKELEY
. Harvn.—J.B. Hateh, Jr., Sec'y, writes: Sunday
morning, May 9, there was a large and atten-

tive audience in Berkeley 1lall, wheve Mr. F. A,
iggin is speaker and medium for the month.
The boy soprano, ** Little Eddie,” furnished

the music, and was warmly welcomed by all.

Mr, Wiggin opened his lecture with the words,
*Faith, Hope and Charity ; the greatest of these
is Charity ", Faith, llope and Love,; the great-
est of these is Love.

In examining the trend of to-day’s thought,
we find there is a positive repugnance to man’s
following anything or anybody simply by faith.
If one is a Spiritualist, a Universalist or a Uni-
tarian, he is asked to show the evidence that
Spiritualism ig trus, to give his reason for being
a Universalist, or state upon what ground he
denies the doctrine of the Trinity; but a Bap-
tist or a Methodist is never questioned, as every-
body has grown to know that the orthodox
;vqtrll]d bases its position simply and alone upon

aith,

‘While wedo not like to see a man so governed
by faith that be will not open his ayes to the
advanced thought, yet we would suggest that
one of the weak points among Spiritualists is
that they donot go more by faith, Why haven't
we aright to be Spiritualists simply because we
believe Spiritualism to be true, as the Method-
ist or Ba%tist is such because he believes lLe is
right? What evidence do they furnish of the
truth of their belief ?

. 1f Christis gaying the penalty of sin; if He

is to appease God’s wrath, He is in hell this

. very moment, Nothing short of that could
atone for the sin of the first man. But there
is more in the argument of the interior nature
of life than in all other arguments of the
world; and the moment that man’s hope dies,
desperation is born, and there are no words
that can be used that will in any way help the

Eoor creature who is absolutely desperate, for

6 can no longer hear the beautiful whispering
words of hope.

Perliaps too much concerning religious
thought is sought to be proven. Perhaps we
reject faith altogether, and aceept of nothing
save proof to an extent unwarranted,

One whisper of love that really comes from
the spirit-lips of a loved one is worth more
th&}l all the stories of ancient times to your
souls. ‘

We mourn when death overtakes a friend,
and tears course down our cheeks when the
form we love is laid away. We have learned
to love the form too much. It is not the form.
This form is mine, and I should be wise enough

"to be its master. The greater, higher, diviner
life is'the self, and cannot die. 1t is a small
fractional factor of God. It is this higher self
that you should learn to love,

The noblest looking people in the world are
the most loving, the most spiritual people.
Prof, Drummond said: *“Love is the greatest
thing on earth.,” Charity originally was un-
derstood to mean simply love, but it has be.
come perverted. “And the greatest of these
is charity.,” It is love that saves the world,
friends. God is love. Whether the Bible is
inspired or not, that is the grandest utterance
that was ever given to the world,

It has been said by some that unless a so-
called scientific lecture was given from the
platform, it had no effect upon thetn. When
a man gets to the point where nothing moves
him toa better life except cold intellectual
meat, he is in a bad place; and ofttimes these
intellectual feasts consist of technicalities and
long, high-sounding words that we do not com-
prehend, and so we call them scientific.

It is love we want, not Spiritualism. It is
love that will dig the grave of isms; it is
Jove that will make all the world one people
that will erase the lines of State, that will
erase the lines of nation, that will erase all
distinctions. Love is the lever of the world,
It is God with his mighty strength in the uni-
verse, trying to be seen by man. It is God, it
is Jove that saves the world.

Mr. Wiggin closed the exercises of the morn.
ing with a ballot séance, 'These séances grow
in%nterest from Sunday to Sunday, as he gets
more en rapport with his audiences. Each
time he reaches a larger number of people in a
shorter space of time. .

In the eveningthere wasa large audience.
The meeting opened with singing by Little Ed-

dle, who received & grand reception sa he came
!o:'wm? My, w’ﬂmﬁ was Inirgdnoed by Chalr
man Allen, and made s ahort address. After
snothey
voted the balance of the evening giving mes
sages, which wera recognized by those recelv.
ing them. Mr, Wiggin will ocoupy the plat-

form svery Sunday morning and evening dur.

Ing this mﬁnth. and all seekers of the truth
should availl themaelves of this opporturnity to
hear him. Little Eddie will sing again op Sun.
day next, 1f you have not heard him you
should,

Mr. Wiggin'will give n séance for the beneflt
of the Veteran Splritualists’ Union Home, at
the Ladies’ Ald Parlors, 241 Tremout street, on
Triday evening, May 14, commencing at’ 7:30.
The receipts will go to the Veteraus, as the
{;agies' Aid has voted them the use of their

all,

The ladies will serve supper at six o'clock.

Be sure to hear Mr. Wiggiu on'Friday, and
help the Homa at Waverley., - :

The Boston Spiritual Lyceum will hold a Me-
morial Service in Berkeley Hall Sunday after-
noon, May 30. H, D. Barrett, Mr. F. A, Wig-
gin, and other speakers, will take part, with
the children: You are invited, Seats free.

Do n't forget to order a BANNER OF Li1GHT
sent to your address during the summer. You
can leave your orders at this,hall, where it is
always for sale,

The Helping Hand Society—Mrs. A. A. El-
dridge, Sec’y, writes —met in Gould Hall,
Wednesday, May 5, with the President, Mrs.
Carrie L. Hatch, in the chair.

We.are pleased to note the return home from
Florida of Mrs, Carrie P. Pratt, with health
much improved, She will be with us Wednes-
day next, and entertain you with music from
the graphophone. ’

This Sueiety will tender a reception to Mr,
F. A. Wiggin, present speaker of Berkeley Hall
Society, Wednesday, May 19.

We are sorry to report Mrs. James H, Lewis
ill, and suffering intensely with rheumatism,
She is kindly remembered by her many friends.

FirsT SPIRITUAL TEMPLE, corner Ezeler
and Newbury Streets.—A correspondent writes:
Last Sunday, May 9, at 10:30 A, »., the full-

form materializations, through the medium-
shi;:i of Mrs. M. R. Goff, were remarkably

ood.

A2:30 r, M. the lecture, followed by spirit-
messages, through the mediumship of Miss
Blanche H. Brainerd, was attentively listened
to by a large audience.

At 7:30 P, M, the séance for physical mani-
festations, through the mediumship of P. L. O.
A. Keeler, waa largely attended, which speaks
well for Mr. Keeler and his work in Boston,
ag this is his third season and seventeenth
month at the Temple, E

Next Sunday, May 16, there will be services
at 10:30 A. p1., 2:30 and 7:30 p. M, ‘ -

Mr. Keeler leaves Boston for Washington
D. C,, Friday, May 14, to remain for a short
time, (The Temple mediums for the month of
May are Mrs, M. R. Goff and Miss Blanche H.
Brainerd.)

TeEr LADIES LyceEuM UNIoN—Abbie F.
Thompson, Sec’y, writes—met Wednesday af-
ternoon and evening, May 5, as usual, in Ar-
lington Hall, Business meeting called to order
at 5 o’clock, Mrs. M, A. Brown, President, in

the chair. It was voted to bave a very fine
supper—salads, etc.—on May 19; whist in the
evening, Hope to see all our friends present.

The evening exercises were under the man-
agemtent of Dr. William A. Hale. The en-
fertainment opened by a piano solo by Wil-
lis Milligan; remarks, Mrs. M, A. Brown;
song, George Milford:; song, Sadie Faulkner,
also dance; recitation, Little Clifford Lamont,
Jr.; W. P. Shaw, whistling solo; Frankie La-
mont, recitation; song, Little \Eddie: song,
Louise Horner ; duet, Little Eddieand Frankie
Lamont; song, Juliette Caze; song, Dr. Hale,
closing with a short dance. _

Next Wednesday is children’s night. - We
shall have a mystery table in connection with
the evening entertainment. Little Eddie,
chairman of that committee, has a very fine
program already arranged. All are welcome.

BANNER, OF LIGHT on sale, afternoon and
evening,

—

ErLysiAN HALL ASSOCTATES.—A correspond-
ent writes: Three instructive and harmonious
gessions Sunday, May 9. Mediums assisting in
worning circle: Mr, Norse, Jackson, Smith,
Mrs. Weston, Mellen, Jenness,

Afternoon opened by Profs. Pierce and Rim-
bach, with song and cornet accompaniment.
Duets, Nellie Carlton and Prof. Pierce. Re-
marks, Mrs. Mellen on Soul Life. Tests by
Mrs. Tracy, Gilliland, Parnell, Mr, Quimby,
Pierce, Jackson, :

Evening session opened with song service by
Prof, Pierce, Mrs, Perry and Nellie Carltou,
with piano and corpet accompaniment. Re-
marks by Mrs Gilliland on *Drawing Nearer
the Great Spirit.” Tests by Mrs. Robertson,
Tracy and Gilliland. Solos by Mrs. Perry and
Carlton, - Mental questions answered by Mrs.
Gilliland.

Prot. Pierce will be with us next Sunday at
2:45 and 7:45, to conduct our singing. We are
to have an evening with the red men on Fri-
day, May 14. Allare invited. :

We always have the BaAxner or Licur for
sale at our door.

AMERICA HALL.~—A correspondent writes:
Wehad a very interesting circle on Sunday
morning last. Several new mediums were
brought into the field to aid in spreading our
glorious truth. ‘

At the afternoon meeting we had with us as
workers, Eben Cobb, Dr. C. Huot, Mrs. B. Rob-
ertson, Mrs. A. P. McKenna, Mrs. M, Witham,
Mrs. A. Forrester, Mrs. M. E. Saunders, Mrs.
S. C. Cunningham, Mrs. M. A. Chandler, and
Mys, C, Elliot. ,

At the evening session President Eben Cobb
gave another highly instructive talk, illustrat
ed by fine stereopticon views, which was fol-
lowed by.a séance, in which the following me-
diums took part: Mrs. A. Forrester, Mrs, Howe,
Mrs. Thomas, Mrs. Baker, Dr. Huot, Dr, Hard.
ing, Mrs. Hughes and Mrs. Robertson,

Music by Mrs. Rockwell and Mr. Huxley.

BaxngR or LiGHT for sale.

Tug FIRST SPIRITUALIST LADIES’ AID So-
cIETy—Carrie L. Hatch, Sec'y, writes—met
ag usual at 241 Tremont street, Friday, May 7,
with President Mrs. Mattie E. A, Allbe in the
chair,

The evening exercises were under the au-
spices of Mr, Walker of Salem, who gave his
Magical Mirror entertainment, This was very
interesting and well received by all. Mrs.
Nickless made a few brief remarks after the
entertainment, and her many frisnds were
pleased to see her once more in Boston,

Next Friday night, Mav 14, Mr. F. A, Wiggin
will give 4 benefit for the Veteran Spiritualists’
Union, He will give lecture and tests: We
hope all friends will attend, as this is for the
benefit of the Home. .

Friday,» May 21, the Ladies’ Aid will hold
memorial services afternoon and evening, and
will have excellent talent, among whom are
Mrs. N. J. Willis, Mrs, Carrie E. 5. Twing,
Mrs. M. A. Brown, Mrs. S. C. Cunningham;
those expected, Mrs. Sarah A. Byrnes, Carrie
F. Loring, Miss Etta Willis, Harrison D. Bar-
rett, Mrs. Hattie Mason, Mrs. Chandler, and
many others. Notice in next week's BANNER
OF LIGHT.

* Friday evening, May 14, we serve a salad
supper. '

Goop TEMPLARS’ HALL, 1 JOHNSON AVE,

CHARLESTOWN Dist.—F. W. Peak writes: |

Sunday, May 9, meeting opened with song ser.

vice; inyocation by the Conductor, Mrs. Peak

ng by Little Eddie, My, Wiggin de- | b

solo by Mr, Joshus Gray; Mr. Walter L. Rol-
lins of 8a em,mrod A ’o'w remarks, fnllowing
with-some remarksble tests, also Mr, C, Quim.
v. Mrs, Peak being controlled by Arthur
[Iodqou. f6ve atrong tests, and announced that
he will control Mrn. Pank next Sunday even-
ing for test work. K. W. Peak, organiat.
Moetings Sundny afternoon and evenlng.
Medinms weicome, ‘
g ; :
CoMMERCIAL HaLL, Mrs, Wilkinson, Preai-
dent.—A correspondent writes: Sunday morn-
ing service began with spiritual songs. Con-

ference, test aud developing circle were con.
ducted by Mrs. Collins and Mrs. Sears, A
grand apiritual power was felt by all. Several
mediums gave & number of -very fine readings
also -teats. DProf.. Tyler's quartet rendere

grand music.during the morning, -

Afternoon session opened with half-hour
song service, led by Mr, J. E. Bartlett; he also
made & few good remarks and gave several
tests, After a song by Miss Ruth Sprague the
following mediums gave nsychometric road.
ings and tests: Mrs. M, Knowles, Mrs. E. J.
Peak, Mrs. E. J, Nutter, Mrs. Lamphier, Mr.
Jankson and Mre, Wilkinson. - .

Evening session began with the usual relig-
jous exercises. Prof. Tyler's quartet dis-
coursed sweet music throughout the evening,
Mrs. Annie E. Cunningham gave the opening
address, the subject being ‘' Spiritualism asa
Religion,” and several excellent tests. Solo by
Miss Ruth Sprague, Very fine tests and read-
ings were given by the following mediums:
Mrs. I, E. Downing, Mra. Mabel Witham,
Mme. Deey, Mrs. Knowles, Mr. Bartlett' and
Mrs, Nutter. _

BANNER oF LicaT for sale.

HiawATHA HALL—A correspondent writes:
Sunday, May 9, the morning circle was fine;
many tests were given.

Afternoon: Piano solo, H, C. Grimes; invo-
cation, remarks and inspirational poem by the
Chairman ; excellent tests and readings. Mrs.
E. R, Brown, Mve, M. Knowles, Mrs. A. Wood-
bury, Mrs. J. A. Woods, E. H. Tuttle; bene-
diction, Dr. E. M. Blackden.

Evening: Piano solo, Mr., Grimes; invoca-
tion, remarks and correct tests, Dr. H, C.
Harding: song. J. E. Bartlett; convinecing
tests and readings, Mrs, S, E. Cunningbam,
Mrs. M. A. Chandler, Mrs, M. Knowles, Mr,
Bartlett, Mr, Tuttle; pleasing remarks, Mrs.
Chandler, Mr. Bartlett. Mental questions an-
swered each-session by Mr, Tuttls,

BANNER or LiGHT for sale each session, also
Thursday afternoons.

——

Eisore HarL—W. H, Awmerige, Conductor,
writes: Sunday, May 9, the three sessions were
well attended, and the speaking, tests and
readings were of a very high order, and all
fully recognized, the following very able me-
diums taking part throughout the day: Mrs,
Abby N. Burnham, Mrs, Julia E. Davis, Mr,
and Mrs. E. J, Peak, Dr, Hall, Dr. Clark, Mr.
Hersey, Mrs. M. A. bouglas, Mr. Kransiki, Dr.
Shute, Mrs. Irwin, Mrs, Woods, Mrs. Nutter,
Mr. Hancock, Miss F. F, Wheeler, Mrs. Annie
Hanson Kibble, Mrs. Guiterrez, Mrs. M, A,
Knowles, Mrs. Ratzell, Mrs. F. C. Fox and
many others; Mr. Pierce, fine solos.

- Sunday, May 30, we shall have memorial ger-
vices, and ‘hall nicely decorated for the occa.
gion. Good talent will be present, ..

Sunday, May 16, we shall have with us Mrs,
Julia E. Davis, Mrs. Guiterrez, Mrs. F. C. Fox,

Miss M. F. Wheeler, Mrs. Erwin, Mrs, Annie-

Annie Hanson Kibble, Mrs, E. J. Peak, Mrs.
Nutter, Mr. Haneock, Mrs. Woods and many
others. Mrs. Moody, musical director.

HaryoNy HALL—A correspondent writes:
N. DP. Smith, after a cessation of some months,
resumed spiritual services Sunday, May 9. ~

At 10:45 a test and conference meeting was
beld. N.P.Smith, the Chairman, gave delice-
ations; Dr. J. M. White, remarks and readings;
Mrs. J. Putnam and Mrs, A. Woodbury, tests.

2:30 P, M, Dr. J. M, White gave opening ad-
dress; N.P.Smith recited one of Lizzie Do-
ten’s poems: Mrs. Buck-IHall gave excellent
tests; Mrs, M. Reed and Mrs., A. Hanson Kib-
ble, psychometric readings; Miss A. J. Web-
ster, tests. : - .

7:30 P, M., M1, A, Hanson-Kibble gaveinvoca-
tion and readings; Mrs. E. C. Dickinson, tests;
Miss A. J, Webster and Mr. Osgood Stiles, tests;
Mrs. C. H. Clarke, readings. Mrs. E. Churchill,
pianist. :

BANNER OF LiGHT for sale at each session,
also Tuesday afternoon.

smmcnmra:

TrE LADIES' SPIRITUALISTIC INDUSTRIAL
SocieTy—C. M. Manning, Sec'y, writes—met
at Park Square Hall afterncon and evening.

Business meeting called at 5:30 by the Presi-
dent, Mrs. M. A, Brown.

The evening was the usual social, being in-
terspersed with songs and recitations by
friends who kindly volunteered, ’

Next Thursday, May 13, there will be a musi-
cal and literary entertainment. Thursday,
May 20, will be our last dance of the seasan.

MEETINGS IN BROOKLYN.

The Progrenlve Spiritual Association, Amphion
Theatre Bullding, Bedford Avenue, opposite Bouth Tenth
street. Meetings Sunday evesnings, 8 o’clock. Good speak-
ors and mediums, Mrr, M. Evans, hesldeut.

The Advance Spiritual Conference meets every
faturday evening in 8ingle Tax Hall, 1188 Bedford Avenue,
@ood speakers and mediums always in attendance. Reatg
trea. All welcome Herbert L. Whitney Chairman; Mrs,
Frances M. Holmes, 8ec’y.

The Woman’s Progressive Unlon holds meetings
every Bunday afterncon and evening, at § and 8 o’clock.
8oclal meet nﬁs every Frldasy evening at 8 o'clock, at the
hall, 327 Franklin Avenue, 8mall’s Parlors, near Greene
Avenue. Mrs, E, F, Kurth, President. ¢

Fraternity Hall, 869 Bedford Avenue, near Myrtle
Avenue.—Meetings Bunday at 8 P. M. Sunday School at 2
P. M. Mrs, L. A, Olmstead, Medium. Speakers and lect-
urers regularly provided.

The Charch of the New Spiritual Dispensation
meets SBundays at 3 p, M. at 8ingle Tax Rooms, 1F&8 Bedford
Algenne. A. H. Dalley, Prestdent. Mrs, ¥. M, Holmes pre-
sldes,

The Fraternity of Divine Communion holds meet-
fngs at 497 Franklin Avenue, every S8unday at 7% P. M.

Arlington Spiritaal Socle? holds meetings every
Sunday, d p.M.. at Arlington Hall, Gates Avenue, corner
Nostrand Avenue.. Good speakers and mediums nfways in
attendance. Mrs, F. A, Farnbam, President,

Jackson Hall, 515 Fulton Street.—Mrs, L. A, Ol-
gtes(]l b?{km a Bpiritual Class every Wednesday evening at
o'clock.

THE FRATERNITY OF DIVINE COMMUNION~—
Dr. John C. Wyman, Chairman, writes—held
its refular services Sunday evening, May 9, at
Arlington Hall, corner Gates and Nostrand
Avenues, Brooklyn, N, Y. A larger audience
than usual attended, and were well enter-
tained and instructed. Frank E. Mason gave
an eloquent address on “The Possibilities
of Man.” Ira Moore Courlis, assisted by Dr,
Mary J. Wright, demonstrated the gifts of the
spirit by convincingly acourate character
readings, tests and spirit- messages, all of which
were fuhy recognized by the friends present.
Miss Mabel Roberts rendered two solos artist-
ically, and the organ recital by Prof. Wright
was enjoyable and inspiring,

The outlook for the future of the Fraternity .

is most encouraging,

CALIFORNIA,

OAKLAND.—Mrs. M. E. Vau Luven writes:
The California Union Spiritualist Association
Camp-Meeting, to beheld at Trestle Glen, Oak-
land, beginning the first Sunday in June and
continuing throughout the month, is fully or-
ganized, Sinoe it is centrally located, being
convenient to. San Francisco, Sacramento,
Stockton, and all northern California, it is ex-
pected to prove a grand success.

/A woman’s intuition is generally legal ad.
viser to a mdn's experience.—The Kings and
Queens or the Range.

MEETINGS IN NEW YORK.

The T"‘ lulo£ of
lags st the Herkeloy Lycpu ‘

th Avenues, whorg tae BANNER O Lian? can .
oryloes Bundays 11 A. M. gnd 8 P, . Afternoon meetings
or faesa s (] 'henomana akd. .

The New ¥ork bl’plr tan! Temple holds its meet.
ings at Adeiphl Hall, 834 street, near Avenue, on every
Sunday-afternoon meetings at 3, for facts and phenomens.
H. . Underhill, Bec'y.

The Spiritual and Ethloat loelol{ holda meeunqt
at Adelpni Hall, Broadway and 82d street, Bundays st 1l
A M. and 8 p, X, Spea¥er, Mra, Helon T. Brigham.

Meetings in Yonkers, N, Y.—Yonkers Spiritualiss Boolety
tolds 15e asetiags i tile ollege of Musto Hall, 14 Goteys
Bquare, eve?!l'rldnyo ening &t 8, Alfred Andrews, Prosl.
dents Titas Merritt, ghoretary. :

S A —

New York.—J, W, T\ writes: Mr. Floyd
Wilson read his promised paper on * Genius "
at the Thought Exchange Meeting, held in Mrs,

‘M. E. Williams’s parlor, 232 West Forty Sixth

street, on Wednesday evening, 5th inst,

Mr. Wilson said that the phenomena of
gentius are only explicable on the theory that it
is from the spirit-world that poets, and all great
leaders of thought, receive their inspiration,
Genius cannot be accounted for by the laws of
heredity, as some of the greatest poets an
philosophers of the world were sprung from
poor and very often illiterate parents: and,
as in the case of Robert Burns, James Hogg,
the Ettrick Shepherd, and young Chatterton,
they had little or no education themselves,
Shakspeare was another marvelous exemplifi-
cation of what spirit-power could do, as there
was n't a shadow of doubt but that he got all
his wonderful genius through association with
spirits of the higher spheres.

But it is well to remark that we must do our
share of work, even though we are recipients
of the gifts of what Emerson calls the Over-
Sonl. It will not do to sit down supiuely and
expect spirits to form into expression the
thoughts that they mingle with ours. While
genius is to a great extent involuntary, and

oes with ease that which requires severe ef-
fort on the part of talentto approach, it does
not follow that its possessors are freed from
‘the necessary obligations of mortal existence,
We may be able to taste the sweets of futurity;
we may be able to hold converse with the in-
habitants of the outer spheres, but that does
not relieve us from the exactions of material
life. A critical examination of history and
life would probably show that energy is more
esgential to success than most other qualities
put together. Without it men of the rarest
gifts, both intellectual and spiritual, advance
themselves, or the causes they advocate, little
or not at all. While there is considerable
genius among Spiritualists, it is necessary, for
the success of the Cause, that they display
more energy in' the promuigation of their doc-
trines, and endeavor to win to their side men
and women of .mental ability and spiritual
purity.

During the progress of his paper Mr. Wilson:
read quite a number of extracts from the works
of Matthew Arnold, Robert Browning, Shaks-

peare and other poets. ~ 7\

Mr. Emite LaCroix,/ Dr. Townsend, Albert
Koberle, Mrs. Lucy Schefflein and Mrs. Wal-
lace spoke briefly but to the point; and as the
meeting drew to a close Mrs. Williams took oc-
casion to thank Mr. Wilson for the delightful
treat he had given all present that evening.

A gentleman present read a blank-verse poem
on * Genius,” and, taken as a whole, the even-
ing was a most enjoyable one.

BERKELEY Lyceus.—M. J. Fitz-Maurice,
Secretary, writes: A goodly audience assem-
bled to listen to Prof. Lockwood’s third lec
ture, which was a * plea from the plane of sci-

ence and common sense for the mediums.”
The subject was skillfully .treated, and re-
ceived with marked attention.

The afternoon exercises were commenced by
Prof. Lockwood, who read a poem. That was
followed by Mr, Emerson with a multitude of
tests, nearly all recognized.

An appeal was then made in behalf of our
poor people by the Secretary of the Ladies’ Aid
Society, which resulted in a collection amount-
ing to fourteen dollars. WWhile the plates were
being passed Mr. Myers sang a solo with pleas-
ing effect, after which Mrs. M. E. Wallace was
controlled, and spoke for about ten minutes.

The subject of the evening discourse was
“How the Human has Mind and Thought,”
illustrated with anatomical prints.

Prof. Lockwood - will speak next Sunday
morning upon *Spiritual Raps, and their Sci-
entific Sigpificance.” Don’t fail {o hear him.

NEW YORK.

GENEVA.—G. W. Kates writes: Mrs, Kates
and self held two meetings here, May 3 and 4.
The Cause is not organized in this little city
by the lake, but the prospects are good that it
goon will be.

Bro. C. H. Mead is taking hold, and intends
to give ample time to earnest effort. He thinks
that our meetings have made the way sure ; we
hope so.

ro. H. L. Suydam enfertained us at his
hotel, and gave us every.possible good cheer. It
isa temperance hotel, but preachers do not stop
there, although several conferences of differ-
ent denominations have been held in the city.
Bro, Suydam ig a good artist in painting, His
house is filled with excellent results .of his
labor. It is worth stopping at his hotel to see
the biblical chart he painted toshow the truths
of Adventism, but which has been completed
to show that Spiritualism is the great impor-
tant ism.

Our work in Rochester progresses well, and
we feel hopeful of being ready for the great
things to come, :

REODE ' ISLAND,

PROVIDENCE.—Joseph Cooper, Sec’y, writes:
The Providence Spiritualist Association, which
holds meetings in Columbia Hall, corner of
Weybosset and Richmond streets, had for its

speaker and test medium the well-known earn-
est worker, Mrs. Ida P. A, Whitlock. Subject
in the afternoon, * Spiritualism a Necessity " ;

| evening, * Events and Shadows.” Tests were

given after each lecture.

Dr. George A. Fuller and Mrs. S, E, Humes
will occupy our platform on Sunday, May 16.

I am sorry to report that Sister Grierson, of
No. 18 Candace street, is very sick.

ProVIDENCE~—E. C. Goodwill writes: The
People’s Progressive Spiritualist Association
holds meetings in B.T. Hall, 728 Westminster

street. The speaker Sunday, May 2, was Mr.
F. H. Roscoe. The subject of the lecture was
“Home, Heaven and Mother,”

On Sunday, May 9. we were again favored
with a lecture from Mr. Roscoe, taking for his
subject **The Minority and the- Majority,”
proving conclusively that all greatreforms do
not always come from the majority. At the
conclusion of the lecture Mr. Roscoe gave a
number of psychometric readings, which were
pgonounced correct by the persons receiving
them.

PROVIDENCE.—E. E Dunham writes: At the
regular services of the Church of the Spirit in
Champlin Hall, last Sunday, Mrs. H. L. Russe-

gus, the pastor, gave two exceedingly interest-
ing discourses from subjects presented by the
audience. .

In the morning the question " Is the endeayv-
or to perform the dutles of every-day life in
the best possible manner an expression of
prayer?’’ was answered in the affirmative, and
the arguments presented fully suatqine& the
affirmation that it was the only true prayer of
the soul.

In the evening aunother question, ' Were
Adam and Eve, Jesus, and the intervening
characters of Bible history, living personali-
ties or allegorical figures?” seemed to stimu.

Disyetlpus | i

‘llbtnho’oodtrbilluﬁ Jnmﬂlgono - to unuyaal of

fort, “t;!lt.. profound historioal discourse was
ar .

At the reception fext Saturday évening, in
the home of Mr, and Mrs. Whittemore, 60
Chapin Avenue, the aubject of "Pa,vohometrﬁ
and its Revelationa” will be taken up an
demonstrated by Mrs. Russegus, All interest-
ed are cordlally Invited,

.. ILLINOIS,

Cnroa60.~J. C.F. Grumbine, speaker for
the First Spiritual Temple Soclety of this oity,
held meatings on the West Side to large audi-
enoes, Misses Lizzie and May Bangs producing
some rare slate-writing phenomena. Hespoke
May 2and 9, He leaves the Temple Society
for a fortnight, to lecturs in Princeton, Mo,
for May 16, 23, 30. At present he is very busy
with field and class work and preparing books
for the press,

CITCHING

_ SKIN
DISEASES

Instant Relfef for torturing, disfiguring, itching, burne
ing, and scaly skin and scalp discases with loss of halr, in
a warm bath with Curicuna Soap, a single application
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HE LIFE.LINE OF THE LONE ONE; or,
Autobiography ot warren Chase By the Author.
Those who sympathize with the many great J)ur 0968
high asplrations, broad charity, and noble fndividua cyol
the author, will. ﬁglve wide circulation among the young to
this autoblography of Warren(}hase,who.gm gling against

the adverse clrcumstauces of a “dishongrable birth, and
the lowest condition of poverty and New’England slavery,”
conquered lgnoraunce, obscurity, poverty and orﬁ:aulc inhar-
mony, and rose to the position of legislator, public lecturer,
spirltual teacher and trenchant writer.
Cloth, (pp. 310. Price 8100, postage 10 cents.
For sale by BANN®R OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO,

THERE IS NO DEATH. By FLORENCE
MARRYAT. This singularly interesting book contains
an account « Miss Marryat's own experiences in the Inves-
tigation of the science of Spiritualism,

In dolng s0 she clalms to have contined herself to record-
mﬁ {acts, leaving the deductions to be drawn from them
wholly to her readers. It isa very convincing work to hand
to skeptics, and should be widely circulated.

Paper, pp. 265. Price 50 cents. .

For snle by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

HE CHILD PHYSICALLY AND MEN-
TALLY., Advice of a Mothér according to the Teach-
iog and Experfence of Hyglenic Sclence. Guide for Moth-
ers and Educators. By BER'HA MEYER, author of
“ From the Cradle to the School” and other works. Trans.
Iated by FRIEDERIKE SALOMON. Revised by A. R. AL~
DRICH. :
Paper, 12mo, pp. 155; price 50 centa,
For sale by iBANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CQ.

MEETINGS IN CHICAGO.

First 8oclety of S&)lrltunl Unity meeta at Irwin'
Hall, corner of West Madison and 8outh Panlina streets,
entrance 107 Bouth Paulina street. Bervices every Sunday
11 ArM., 2% and 73 P, M. Mrs. Mary O, Lyman, spesaker.
garn;onlal Clrele, 111 South Paulina street, every Wednes.
ay,8 P M,

First Soclety of Spiritualists meets at Hooley’s
Theatre, at 11 A. M. Bpeaker, Mrs. Cnra L. V. Richmond,
Band of Harinonv. Thuraday, 7% P. M., Orpheus Hall, Behil
ler Theatre.

The First 8Spiritual Temple Soclety meets at 7828
Bawthorn Avenne (Auburn Park). every Sunday evening
at T o'clock. J. C. F. Grumbine i3 the permaneunt spéaker, °
The School in Metaphysles, Psychomerry, Clairvoyance, In.
sg&rmun and Psychommf'. meets at the same place during
the week., Friends In Auburn Park, Englewood, Eggleston
and inthe elty,as well a3 strangers, are cordially welcomed.

MEETINGS IN PHILADELDIIA.

The First Assoclation of Spiritualists (founded
1852) meets at Warner Music Hall, Broad and Wallace
streets, President, Capt. F. J. Keffer; Vice-Presldent, Mrs,
M. B, Cadwallader; Recretary, Frank H. Morrill. Bervices
at2¥ and 7% p. M. Young Paople's Meeting, 13§ », X,

Philadelphin Spiritualists’ Seciety mvels at the
northeast corner of 8t and Horing Gardeu stree s every
Bupday at 2% and 7% p. X. Hon. Thomas M, Locke, Pres,

WASHINGTON, D. O.
First Boctety, Masonle Hall, corner of Bth and
F Btreets N W,.—Every Sunday, 11§ A. M., T P. M.
Lyceum 10 A, ¥, o, 0. Edson, Pres.

MILWAUKEE, WIS.
8piritual Unity Boclety meets at Etbical Auditorinm, 558
Jefferson street, every Sunday at 7% P. M., and Tbursday
at8 2. M. J. O, Bigler, President.
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