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MY A‘FFI‘VITY.

BY EI.IZABE’H[ WI'BN.

ca CllAPTER L s
) . L' BERKAND PIND."
“Yam ‘now a mnu full sixty yenrs ‘of ngo, but when
B ¢ look back upon' the eventful past, I feel that [
qught ¥ much_ rather to sny.a hundred. My experi
“enoe possesves little of romance or thrilling interest,
and yet, beoause of its siguificance, and to save
othern from -falling into R llke pit- fill of delusion
with wmyself, 1 claim the priviicge of relating it.-
*‘When a young man of cighteen I wrote poetry for
the'] papers ; 1 parted my hair in tho middle, and let
it fall in long, flowing curls upon my shoulders; 1
also wore & *turnover collar,” which won for me
from some of my unsympathizing neighbors the
~ undignified title of » goose neck ;" and I was.seldom
without & rose bud, or some other flower, in tho
upper batton-hole of my waistcont. My first povm,
pitblished in & weekly; knowa as * Cupid's Courier,”
wh's a.'-‘ Sonuct to’ the  Moon ;”” my second was enti-
tled, # Tho Lono Tover's anent," in which I poured
fprth all my prssionate longings for that companion
ship yhleh at that period, seemed the grand desider-
stum of life, It was quickly respondad to by ancther
contributor, who signed hor name as « Myra Myrtle;”
and soon afer 1 reocived & sweetly symnpathiting
letter, traced iu fairy-like charactovs; with this same
name placed at the conclust

*-Of course I answered without delay, praying for a
OOnﬁnunhon of the correspondence. This fuvor was

’ granted in & sweet uote, which cawe soon nfter.
writlen on piok, eubossed paper, scented with
musk, and sealed with two hearts cruelly thrust
through with a murderous dart. I felt that this
dovice was exocedingly apropos, for T was gensible
that the correapomling organ in my own brenst was
effeotuatly pivroed by the arrow of thq * blind god,”
and if my fuir unkuown was in the eame case, |
deeply sympathized with her.

We exchanged letters many wecks, and I complete
1y exhausted my brains for delioate expressions and
endenring terms in whioh to address her, Finally I
coiild endure suspenss un longer, and 1 besought the
Iady most passionately for an interview, but she
seomed uunwilling to grant it. 1 became almost
frantio; for tho idea! image of the fair face that bent
abovo thove sweotty scented mi-sives, and tho hand
thdt traced those delioate lines, was before my vision
night and day. I pluced my petitions in every form
of speech which human ingenuity could invent, and
finally threatened sulcido, which seemed ta have the
dosired effat, for the next uote informed me that she
would meet me upon the fullowing evening at a plnee
called+ The Lover's Retreat ""—n secluded spot, and
well cnloulated for such an interview.

~‘How long that day scemed ! T watched the sun.
a8 it slowly sank in the west, with feelings of un
mingled impnneuoe. Then the great, full moon rose
glonously from behind the distant hill tops, pouring
o flood of sitvory radiance over the fuoce of all nature.
and paling the light of the evening star, which had
ehone.furth so brightly amid the erimson glories of
the suneset. The clook upon the village church struck
elght, and the appointed hour had arrived,

With's palpitating heart in my bosom and n
bouqnet. in my hand Istarted for the hallowed spot
A fow moments hasty walk hy n rippling stream and
through winding woad paths, brought me into the
presenoe of my beloved. She eat with her hend
leaned upon her hand, and her face turned from me”
but the whito dress, the gracefully disposed shaw!
and the £ypsy hat suited my taste precisely.

2N ' Myra, dear Myra 1" I murmured, as I stood
beelde her, )

) Enmenn" she exclaimed, and, spnngmg up, she
thre '.her arms nhout me, and nlmost suffocated me
with klsses. I vm.s surprised at augh acordinl recep-
tlon. and -it- was some timo befire I.could recover
mysolf—for her: emhrace - greatly *resembled -that
aseribed ‘to. & Greenland - béar. When I did regain
my composure, however, the " firat thing T obrerved,
by the tell-tale tight of the moon, was, that my sweot
Myru. wora “whiskers, and o seeond glance rovealed to
my, astonmhed gazo the well known features of my
cousin, B.lly Wentworth—a very senuible fellow, tnt
& most incorrigible wag, and the greatest practical
joker in the village. L felt for 2 moment as if my-
head was a wind mill and was grinding my henrt to
powder.
e Bllly," I gnlped as coan As T could take & long
. ware you my Myra Myrtle 2
ra il denth do us pz\rzl” replied Billy, with

admmstlo ale c

«Did you ) write thit| poem for the paper, in answer
to ¢ The lover's Lament? 7 .

.wAuk the- editor. angd: publisher," ho said, *for

they both had my.true naimne;”, .. .

t-% And have you kept up the conespondenee ever
llnee?" )

‘u Yes, with the belp of sister Kats, who did the
oopylng. and if you had 0’ ben ny' blind as o bat
you “would have recognized her hand l" ;

* « Here,"” ho continued, drawing a largo plmkel: of

Tettors from beneath his sliawl, *are the fnawera—-
~ they are capitall” Anl a glance confirmed his

words ; thoy wero indeed the affectionato misslvee
. which I bad sent my fair unknown,

" ‘Reader, if 1 had been a boa-constrictor at'that
moment 1 shoula certafnly have swallowed Billy
Wentworth, hat, frock and all, but nature having
‘denfed me tho oapnbility, I refrained from the
attempt, I made several wry mouths in the way of
laughing, but there was no mirth at heart, for I was
cruelly disappolnted.

«Billy,” eald T, at last, with a tolerable degree of
composure, *it’s a good joke, but I think you have
been rather hard upon me.”

.« Not at all,” replied he, * for just think what in

all probability T have saved you from.. If ithad

been in reality alady who had answered your letters,
she could have been none other than a bold, design:
ing person; for mno true lady would ever havo

-expression.

adopted such & methed of urging hérself upon a

gentleman’s attention; neither would sho hnve fol
lowed it up,even if he made the first advances,

'| without, becoming previously and personally ac-

quainted with her correspondent. . You, however,
was too blind to consider this, and committed youraelf
beyond recall, Buppose, now, that when you cnme
here to night, Instead of your affectionate cousin you
bad met with a homely, disagreeable old maid, who
had victiinized you for ber own interest, without the
least regard to your happiness, what then? Why,
you would have been obliged either to submit quietly
to your fate, or to beat & most dishonorablo retrent.
Now, instead of putting on such & rueful counte
nanoe about it, cousin Enrnest, thank heaven that it
is no worse, and learn wisdom for the future.” |

I'bad a suflicient ‘degree of: gommon senso left to
fecl the forco of Billy's remarks, although' I was nt
the samo time very ungrateful for tho lesson ho had
taught me. ¢ was several years older than my
self, posvessed of much * genius, and engaged t a
beautiful add accomplithed lady. = Upon reflection, I
felt that he “could ‘mot' sympathize with me, and |
turned silently and coldly away,

# Look here, Eurnest/" éaid he, in his winning,
good nntured way, a5 hé laid his hand upon my arm,
« L ean't havo you offended with mo, for I intended
no wrong. It is true, 1 thiik you are sumewhat of
o eimpleton, but at heart I kuow you to be a gool
fellow, therefore I ocannot benr to see you make a
fool of yourself. This finding of one's own true
counterpart i3 no light or trifling matter. If you
once get your head into the matrimonial nonse, aud
fiud you do'n’t liko it, the harder you pull the oloser
it will deaw,;and the more painfully it will choke.
Therefore bo very careful, in the first place, how you
get into tho difficulty. Tike my mdvice. Apply
your mind to rome definite course of study, which
will bring out the talonts thatare in ydu,-ripen
your julgment, and establish you asa man. Then
you will_bo fitted to choose wisely aud well, and i
huve uo doubt that, acting under such influences.
you will find the future Mras. Maywood all that you
could desire her.”

I felt convinced of the truth of his reasoning,
Somchow, a broador and deeper view of life was un
tulded to me at that very moment, and notwithstand
ing my disappuintment, his words inepired nobler
purpoges and brighter hopes in my heart.

« You are right, Billy,” said I, with much sincer
ity. *In return for your compliment to me, [ will
say that I consiler you an arrant rogue, but will
give you oredit for much praotical good xense, And
now, my dear Myra,” 1 continued, ns I politely
offered my arm, “ shall I have the plersure of wait.
fug upon you homo ¢’

«Not {n this plight, beloved Enrncst.” replied
Billy, and quickly divesting hlmsclf of his femnle
apparel, he rolled up the dress and shawl, and stuffed
them into the bat, tylng the stringa tightly over
them. Hanging the novel work hasket on his arn.
he drew his own much injured chapeau from n neigh
horing thorn bush, and.taking my arm, we walked
home in friendly convorse together.

Acting from the new impulse which 1 had receiv
ed, i soon tovk my depurture for New York, where |
commenced & ocourse of soli reading and study.
which scon led me to look with slinme and contempt
upon my former frivolous pursuits. About this
timo, however, | became acquainted with a young
man, by the. namo of Jasper Vassalvane, who was
making no small atir in society, on account of his
peeuliar views, and his originality in thought and
He was whnt s properly termed “a
lending mind,” for before his interésted listener was
aware, he woald induct him into his own train of
!hought and by n species of paychologion] sympathy
make him see things in the same light with himself,
The dofinition which « Novalla” hns given of a
oharacter, a8 bLeing “a completely fashioned . will,”
foind' its .true- applicatton in him. He was also

-tranecendental in the highest sense of tho word—

delighted in nbstract thought and metaphysical rea
ronfog, and’ devoured with intellectunl engerness,
the most abstruse works of the German philosophers.
M 'y morbiil nature craved precisely such an assoointe,
and after o few weeks acquaintance, I fullowed him
as closely a8 ever a dog folluwed his master.

. It wns from him that I first learned tho doctrine
of « affinities,”” which has since become quite papu-
lar, and my. mind was soon laboring under a sense
of my halfness—the incompleteness of my being.
without that counterpart of myself which was to
make up the sitm-total of a' compound individuality,
und form’an indiseoluble nion throughout the agea
of eternlty. .Whether that consecrated being, who,
acoording to my theory, Divine Providence bad des.
tined for mo and none other, waa yet living upon {he
faco ‘of the earth, or had beon removed by some of
the nccidents-which -flesh 1a helr too, to a higher
wphere, L could not tell. Moreover; important as it
would : seem that ' every true seeker should find -hin
own affinity—that he should not  ask a miss ¥ in his
tunocence and ighiorance, and when his prayer war
granted, find it 8 misstake, (forgive mo render for
this necidental pun upon a serious suhject) yet
Providence for onco seemed to have made an impor-
tant uvermght in not nﬂ'ording asure test for dem
ding this momentous question.

"In the.midst of my doubts and difficulties, I ap
phed to'my friend, and he' informed e, after’ some
reﬂu:tlon, that ho had an impreasion- that my affin-
ity was still living, and that I should meet her acei.
dentally in tho streets of tho city. So great was
the influence he had gained over me, that I had as
mach faith in this fmpression, a3 if it were a divine
revelation, and inspired by the confidence which it

gave mo, I eallied forth soveral times a day, and after|

walking through a number of the principal streets,
I would tarn into ‘courts, nlloys, by.ways, and all
sorts of out of the-way places. I also intraded my
head like & reconnoitering thief, in at shop doors of
confectioners, milliners, ice cream saloons, and dry
goods merchants—took numberless rides in crazy
omnibuscs and crowded strect cars—frequented vari-
ous places of evening amusement, and attended a
differcnt place of worehip every Sabbath, but all in

vnin. I! nt any timo I hud met-my nﬂinity, sho dld
not geem to be governed by the usual law of attrac
tion, for not one of the innumerable hest of females
whioh I bad encountered, scemed in the leu.st. mag-
netically jufluenced toward me,

It did occur to me at tirmes, that perhaps my per-
sonn) appearance might act as & preventive, for I
hnd become a “mannerist”” in dress and externals,
and from the consideration that human eyes wero
upon mie, affested a thousand moods which I-did not
really feel,
and ‘lost that ense and dignity which so truly be.
comes an intelleotual, independent man. T allowed
my ‘beard and hair to grow in any way whieh naturo
in her frenkishness wonl) have them. After infinite
trouble among sensible and conscientioua tailors, I
mannged to get my garments out in the oilest of fash.
ions, and [ never went into the street, without giving
my hnt an extra poke in the side, and pinch at the
top, hy way of finishing touches, I put.myself to
no small tronble to dress and condnot thus, for threo
particular reasons— first, 1 wished people to know
that I paid not tho least attention to externals; sec.
ond, that an extraordjnary man could not be ordinn.
ry in appearance ; and third, ns I afterwards dis-
covered, T unconsolously desived to attract attention
and admiration hy my eccentricities. I knew that
others beforo me had succeeded by such A course,
and T asked myself—why shoull not 1? [ did not
reflect, however, that the peculiarities of those indi-
viduals whom I strovo to imitate, had thelr founda.
tion in character and natural proclivity, whils with
me it was o mere affectation, nnd lacked that charm
which genius and originality ever give to such
thinga.

It happened one morning as [ was rushing up
Brondway with my cane under one arm and a vol
ume of philorophy under the other, as if in purauit
of n fugitivo iden, that T encountered an old friend
of mine—Nicholas Fairfax—who had long been a
resident in the city, but whom | had not seen for
somothing more than a year. He was a midille aged
man —very philanthropic, calm, and dignified. He
scldom used any extravagant forms of speech or ex-
cosa of Ianguage, but always spoke his mind with a
plainngsa, which did not admit of the slightest mis.
understanding. e dil not appear to recognize me,
and was nbout pasring whon I saluted him.

«@raclous! goodness!” he exclaimed, stopping

short and contemplating me with unfeigned nston.”

ishment—« Maywood, is that you? Why, I should
much sooner have taken you for a Qerman profvasor
of musio, or a returned Californian! What in the
name of common sente has induced you to- make
such an appearnnce? Have you become a Jew, or
made & rolemn vow not to be shaven or shorn till
you find the future Mrs. Maywood 2

«Laok here,my dear hoy,”” he continued, as he
taok e by the beard and laoked me dircetly in the
faco—* there inn’t a sensihle woman in the whole
.miverse, who would be willing to marry sach a non.
descript aa you are at present.  Why you look much
more like a baboon, or a horned owl, thah a sensible
humnan being. 1f you have any regard for youtrself
or triends, or desire the love and companionship of
any respeotahle woman, go and manke yoursell look
more like a rational man, direotly.”

After a fow moro words of frlendly conversation
we separated, but he had thrown out n suggestion |
could not forget, and I onme to the gonclusion at last,
that the nppearance of my outer man_had really hin

dered my success in seeking for my affinity, [neted.

upon the conviotion imniediately. Dropping into a.
fashionable barber’s, | engaged him to ocut and ar.
range my hair in the Intest and most approved style.
Also to take off the larger portion of my beard,
leaving only a respectable pair of whiskers and a
modest moustache.  Next, T arrayrd wmyeelf in a
new suit from tap to toe, and purchnsed & hat per
fectly fuultless as far as form and fashion were con.
cerned. Thus metnmorphosed, | surveyed myself
hefore tho mirror, and although of a nervous tem-
pernment, small in stature, and by no means plump
in person. T had the vanity to think that I was quite

a good lovking Fellow.

Townrd evening T sallied forth again npon another
affinity-hunting expedition. Feoling that I could
pursue no definite course with such an object in
view, [ sauntered leinurely onward till T came to the
Battery. 1t was a most glorious sunset, and the

| harbor seemed. literally alive with the. various oraft

whioh were gliding over the orimson and golden
waves. A stately merchant ship'was just coming
into port, and furmed a prominent objeot in the
scene. 1lenned over the railing, and watched her
progress with lInterest. Not far from . me .stood o
young woman, holding a littlo girl in her arms, who
alsoseemed to be obeerving the ship.- As the child
was large, she relieved the lady of a part of her

weight, by resting her fcet upon the Yop of the rails dwgustqd with it.

ing.
"« Yon, mmty” aaid the obscrvant lictle: ong,
o whoso great shipis that yonderg” = -

‘v 0h, 1 don't know,” rephed the lndy, oareless]y,
¢ it belongs to some man, I suppose.” ,
The child “secmed vawilling to give up the ques-

tion, and stretching out her little hand toward mo,

calicd out, “ You, min, is that your ship bl .

sail in the air, nnd get wreckcd ngn.inst every pnss g
cloud.” .-
The. child turned her large' blue eyes upon ‘me

with'a - questioning\glance, and the Indy smiled—p -

sad, sweet amile, such’ ag oxily visits the faces.of
those who have been dlsclpllned by sorrow and a
trymg experience, Y

child, pointing to a light cloud which was ﬂontmg
through the ether, all radian with tho crimson glory
of the sunset.

« Hush, Minnie!” snld the lndyﬁn a torie of gen.
tlo réproof. “You aro troublesomo to tho gentle-
man with your questions.”” -

w Not at all;” T replied. “Tho thonghis of suohr

little ones, however slmply ‘expressed, are -full ofj
Ireshness and originality. Muslo, ﬂowers and littly*

Thus I becamo artificial and unnatural, |

ohildren are a divinely appninted trinity, to remind
man of the peace, benuty and {nnooencs of his eter.
nal home.”

uThank you, sir, for that sontimene ”» replled ‘the
Iadyiwith modest aincerite; « you have spoken my
thought precisely-:n thought for which I have cver
laoked suitable words of expression.”” |

Once more we turned our nttentlon tothe ship, and
then, how it happened I onnnot tell, but by an un
gunrdul movement on the px\rt. of the’ lmle one, her
feet slipped, and she fell directly ‘nto the yielding
flood. A simultaneous shriek burst from the lipa of
the Iady. Without a moment’s reﬂection,!sprung

“|quickly over the railing—for which nct my carly ex

erclves had well qualified me—and as the child rose
to the surface, I cnught hold of her. Assistanco
from every quarter was immediately extended to me,
and in a few moments [ had the pleasure of restor
ing the little one ngnin to ber relative. Beyond be-
ing thoroughly- drenohed and frightened, tho little
one was in other respects inhrrmed, I prooured
them a hack immediately, and after recelving an
invitation from the lady to call and see the mother
of her little charge, tugcther with a card on which
wag written the strest and number of her residence,
I'réturned to my own lodglngs

Here, ns 1 reflected upon my singular adventure, I
camp to the deobiled conclusion that Ibad at length
et with the loug sougm for object, 1 looked at the
card, ‘The namo upon it way Fuith Anderson. It
was peoiliar, but T did not object toit. Why should
I? was the question [ asked myself. If she proves
to bo a true Faith—one that will not fail me cither
I8 joy.or sorrow, and upon whivh I can found my
mlreut hope of happiness, her name will he pos<essed
of sugh significance that it will ever be harmonious
in my enrs,

I could not wait for the morrow. That very eve
ning, at eight o'clock, I rang at the door of the dwell-
ing whore 80 many hopes of my heart were alren:ly
centered. 1 gave my enrd to the servant, and was
ushered into a plensant, nently furnished parlor.
Fuith hersolf rose from the pinno to welcome moe,
and I was Introduced to the parents of the rescued
littlo one. I was 8o condinlly received that I felt
myself at hon.o direotly, and as time passed on, what
with the animated and interesting conversation—
Faith’s playing und singing, and the cheerful influ.
ences which seened to pervade the very atmosphere
of the room—1 fult that § hud never passed a more
dellghtfil.evéning. When 1 parted with them, it
wns wit’h regret that my visit was so soon over, and
they tod-scomed 0 feel the same, for they urged ine,
most earnestly, to call agaln.

OF course [ nvailed myself of the invitation, hardly
waiting for a proper interval of time to elapse. About
this’time I“procured o hottle of hair oil, with which
[ plentifully deluged my hair and whiskera—oarried
a white silk handkerchicf. perfumed with the ottar
of roses— purchased a pair of light kid gloves and a
gold wateh key—beenme very particular about the
appearance of my linen —ware golid studs and sleeve
buttons——well, to tell the truth, [ was in imminent
danger of failing quickly over from * mannerism”
into the opposite extreme of dundyism. At every
succeeding visit, I became more interested in Faith
who seemed the perfeot inenrnation of my hitherte
Idenl counterpart. Her quiet grace and gentlo dig
nity of manner/were wholly unnffected, and the se-
rene expression of her countenance stilled tho fitful
ﬂulterings of my heart, and exerted 8 penceful influ.
vnoe over my whole being.

Buffice it to any that I wooed her with all the pas:
sionate nrdor of my nafure, for | had not the slight-
est shindow of & doubt that she was my true nffinity.
[ wodel and won her. 8ix-months after our first in-
terviow, Fuith Anderson beecame my wife. My friend
Vassalvano was present at the bridal, and at the
firat apportunity ! asked him what-his impressions
were ooncerning my affinity, and more partioularly
if be thought our union would endure throughout
etornity, - Ho said that, as far as he conld eee, ho
thought it would, and in my infatuation I fondly be-
lieved that my friend Vasselvane’s vision was with.
out limitation.

CHAPTBR Il
I DIBCOVER MY MISBTAKE,

Thus far I have heen quite minute in detail, from
n desive to give the reader & fair understanding of
my aims nnd ¢haracter.  Allow me now to pass over
8 peridd of somo ten yeara from the time of my mar.
ringe. “The small -hut comfortable fortune which my
father left me had-long since been expended, in my
endenvors to do ail, and a little more, than my wife
degired, At last [ was obliged to reek employment,
and spgn obtained an excellent situation as a -glerk
in & dry poods store.  The.salary was sufficient for
for ourmeed, if o prooticed economy. but the em
plnyment was 8o little suited to my taste, that I be
Nevortheless I was obliged to
persevere. for our family wag becoming lnrge and ex-
pensive;” Twice, heavén had blessed ns with a pair
{of twins, and at the eud of the ten years I counted
soven little ones around my table." I will confess, as
far ns my children were concerned, that what I
gnined in qunntify, 1lost in quality, for they were
all fretful, sickly, nervous crentures, As we could

-, not afford to hire help, my wife was all worn out
_#No little one,” I replied, "all the ships I. own, :

with domestic dutics.  She was low spiritéd,and her
henlth miserable. = In fact, she was burdened niore
heavily than her human nature could bcnr. and, was
sinking slowly beneath it. - My light employment in
the store did not weary mo .much through the day,
and at mght, as my wife had no leisure time to in-
terest or entertain mo as sho had done formerly, 1

‘| went way to some literary or scientifio leoture, to &
' 1s that one of your ships. up there 7 nsked the

reading room or & concert, and thus:managed, not

only to refresh myself, but to improve my mind, and

to keep up with the progressive spirit of the times.
Often when I went home at ten or cloven o'clock

Iat night, T would find Faith scwing upon semo old

garment- which was much tho wores for wear, or
holding o crying child in her arms. It is trae, that
uader the circumstances she was very paticnt and
uacomplaining, but then she did not smilo as former-
ly, and was not as interesting in conversation. In

faot, she began to betrny very sensibly that lack of
general - information- which I could so easily obtain,
but from which she was hindored by the multiplicity
of her cares, ' I did not consider this, however, but
began to grow diecontented, more especially when
some one of the children cried all night with an ache
or ail, as oftén happened, or perhaps two or three of
thom had the whooping cough. I proposed sleeping
up atairs, to which Fuith rendily acceded, and thus I
wecured to myself comfortable rest, nights, while she
kept her wearisome vigils-below,

As matters continued thus, we became still more
disunited in feeling. At length Faith, in the loneli-
ness and desolation of her hcnrt. sought the only
refuge which waa apen to her, save the grave iteelf.
To use n common expression, sho * experienced reli.
gion” and joined a church. She previously asked
my consent, nnd aa I'did not wish to plny the truant
[ gave it, but 1y friend Vasaalvane did not believe
iu such thingy, therefore I did not.  The sedret sus.
ploion whioh I bad lang enfertained, now deepened
into a conviction, I falt certain that | had 'been 14~
horing under a great mixtake, and that when I mar.
ried Falth Anderson; [ had not found my true affini-
ty. It was oxeeedingly uafortunate, for now, whnt
could Ido?

At this junoture, my friend Vassalvane returned
from a lecturing tour, and as usual I applied to him
in my diffiouity. After heaiing my partinl and one.
sided statement of the cnse, ho shook his head wise-
y.

“1 geo how it 18,” he =aid, “although I would
hardly have believed it, yet circumstances have
proved that you are cortainly mis mated, otherwize
the could not thus have grown apart from you.”

“ But what can 1 do ?” [ asked.

*Do?” he replied; I shall not advise you. You
oan rendily peo, however, that by leaving matters as
they are, you are not only keeping yourself from
your true affinity, but Falth. nlao, from the one for
whom Providence designed her, which is an evident
injustice.”

* But the children ?” T sugposted.

“Ah!” he continued, « that {s unfortunate,—hut
then thoy ave the offspring of error, and thercfore
will be of hut lttle nccount in the world: as har
nionfous onldren only come of true nffinities. You
must dispose of them to the best ndvantage, and

leave it to the All wise Father to provide as he may
geo ht, for their temporal and eternal happiness.'r

1 went nway porfectly contented with this piece of
pious advice, but dil not find it 'énsy to'put it in
praotice. My consclence emote mo 'as I looked in
Faith's pale, wasted conntenahce, and when [ saw
how tenderly rhe eared for tho little ones, and how
they clung to her as though she alone was the grand
centre of their hoprs and childish joys, I folt that it
wonld break her heart, should [ dnare mako such a
monstrous proposition to her as ! was then revolving
in my mind.  Yet what erring mortal is there that
eannot understand me, when T say thnt, with my
trencherous inclination at heart, I looked the error
in the face 5o long that finally it scemed like the
right itself, and [ felt that it was my pninfui duty to
onrry it into practice. A trifling matter-at length
deoided me.

One day, while waiting upan the customers, as
usunl, two lndies entered the store, and the personal
appearanoe of one nttracted my attention immediate.
ly. 8he was not handsome, but there was a peculinr
charm in the continued light and shadow of fecling

| which played over her expressive countenance, and

heamed from her large, dark eyes. Never bad I
looked upon & faco which spoke such volumes in it-
self. THer bearing and movement betrayed nt once,
to iny renrching eye, a decided and original charac.
ter. While ! was attending to other customors, the.
two Iladies sented themselves, nnd continued their
conversation. 1 listened attentively to every word.
Her voice wns firm and sweet, and her remnrks clear
and foreible, Moreover when sho adidressed me, in
ordr to make her purchases, I discovered in her a
most praiseworthy virtue, which all women do not
pogeess—that of knowing precisely what she wanted,
and desiring notlting else. DBefore they left, another .
lady entered, aud the moment she beheld the counte.
nance of my fair unknown, she excluimel, * Why, -
Grace Thorndale! I am delighted to sce youl  How
long have you been in the city ?” -

«Only n few weeks,” wns the reply, sand I re-
turn to Il —— to morrow.”

“ Then yiu are still resi-lm;z in H—_—— .

“Oh, yes! and [ seo no good reason why I should
not continue there the rest of my.days.”

« Unless you should chanee to  get mnrried " laugh
ingly returned her friend,

« Of which there is not the sllghtest dsngnr," was'
the immedinte reply. -

wOh, don’t be #o suro of that, Grace!” said her
friend, » You ought to hear what Vassalvane says
on that subject. He tells us that.every.one has his
or her affinity, and that sooner or latér, in the course
of Time or Eternity, they will ba united.”

“#Then I shall wait till mine comes to mo,” was
the reply, and they all went out. .

wAh)” I said within ®mysolf, .4 and wlmt i! I

and a mysterious providence had sent you hither to
inspirg my squl to aotion.”’

Her last words secmed to me hke the speech of
an oracle.. “ Will ‘she indeed wait till [ como?” 1
asked, and 1 revolved this question in my mind
night and day, -1 became & complete monomaniac
on the subject, and my Faith secmed more distant
from me than ever. She, poor soul, read her Bible
and prayed, and to her it was an infinite consolation,
while T mocked at it, for, as I before said, my friend
Vassalvane did not believe in sach things.

Finally, T becawme so wearied and oppressed by my
contending emotions, that I applied to Vassalvano
for advice, and ho told me “ to follow my imp-essions
of right,” which was quits equal to telling mo to
follow my noso, for my * senso of right?” had be-
como entirg)y eubjected to my inclinations. After
going through with tho farce of consulting my con-
science, I determined to take advantage of my ap-

prozching vaontion—a generous period of six weeks

should prove to bte your affinity, Grnoe Thorndule, .

—to visit H—, -and look up Grace Thbrndn!e.

When the time arrived, 1 informed my wife that I’
intended.taking & journoy, and she, in the kindness’

of her heart, belioving that my henlth required it,’
assented at onco, althotgh I should lenve her with’
scarco money enough to supply her necessitios till-
my return, Bho worked early and late to prepare’

my wardrobe, and at last bade me farewell with dm

tears of affection in her eyes.

My heart ‘sickens as I reflect upon the insnne
courso of conduct I pursued, after arriving at H—,
in order to make the acquantance of this strlmge'
Indy. It is enough for me to ey that I did ro with-
out exciting her suspicions, and became a visitor nt
her house. Bhe scemed to be living in very easy
clrcumsto.nces. with her mother and sister. Her®
father ‘was absent on a tour in Europe. Grace
Thorndale, I found, was the star of the circle in

‘which she moved, and as I'was of an nmbIHOus

turn, [ felt that. to win_such a prize, would bo no
small lonor. {exorted every power ‘of my nnturs.
and soon found that | Bad intrested hor. 1was'
possessed of ‘an ofly tongue—when I chose had &
plensing address, and felt a certain confidence in’
my own ability, which is one of tho esscntluls’ to
auocess, I resolved, however, not to offer myself w0
her, befove - conferring with my wifo, and if Faith
consenled to a divorce, I would state to Grace 'l‘hom-
dale the caso precisely as it was, leaving her then to
act from her own judgmont.

At the end of the slx weeks, 1 took my depnrture
from H—— with o most_decided conviction that I
had only to offer mynelf in order to be accepted. ‘I’
promised, in answer to the entreaties’ Qf the' whole
family, that [ would return again- in_the course of -
three monthg, as 1 hoped, by that time, to have ma§~

though, before I could look “my wifo.in the fnce, nnd
make that selfish proposition.

Oue evenlng, however, when the little ones:were '
all asleep, § summoned courage, I first laid hefore
her the whole doctrine of « aﬂiuitles," and’ dls-
coursed, at some length, upon the ‘dwful conu-
quences which resulted to parents and children, and
soclety in general, from mistaken mariinges. She’
listened to me patiently, only venturlug ono remark,’
which, at the time, I considered tnviul and childlsh
in the extreme,

nAve arranged maviois - - ﬁv“..‘xlncuu .
hia creatures sufficient wlsdom. 30'88 to prevent the
world from ever getting Into such-a'musd,? > ©

Bince that time I have conoluded that there wau )
some slight sarcasm. in her words, nllbougb l did
not then detect it.

[ told her I had at length co_me to the cono]psion

snkes, and foy the snke of the little ones, [ felt. it\
was best we should separnte. I turned my fape

and I wished to spare myself, for it ﬁ\wnys munde’

did not.

After a fow moments of ailence T told her. wbu !
proposed doing with the chililren, which was,' o’
roatter the youngest among our relativen; and put'
out the two eldest (twin. sisters). into’ sepnmbe
wenlthy families, where they could take care of ths
amaller children, in return for their bonrd,

knew waa in hor composition, «if you want to leavo
me and our childnn.gol But as for me, ! w0 long u
theso little ones, who are bone’ of our bone und
flesh of our flesh, are in- existenee,l will stand by
them at all events, and neverl muer! Nnvxn! for-
snke them." T
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I-‘or some weeks after, my conversation with Fnlth.
T did not allude again to the subject, for. her vehoms, ,
ence ‘upon that evening. alarmed me; but as:the,

eamo anxious, and ﬁuully laid the proposuion again
before my wife. -

.« Earnest.” sho answered, with a pale: fnee hut \
ﬂrm voice, * I have told you that if you wiahed to
g0, you. could.. The. Lord will bo ‘my .helper, and
if. the.father of my little ones will :not , provide for
them, 1 witl appeal to the charities of the .world,”

I.anw at once that I could not- expect a calm aﬁd
rational consideration of the subject from hor, and
therefore applied to the oracular‘Vassalvane. . After
consldering the matter long and carcfully, he told
me that “if 1 folt thero was a strong reason why L
should: go, to go; and if 1 felt there was a stmng
reason why I should stay, to stuy.” I wag greatly
abliged-to him, for T took the firat part of his ndvico
into consideration, and found ‘it so forcible, that ¥
wholly overlooked the last, and accordingly starteq
for l—— without saying anything farther 1o my
wife. .

My reception by the Thorndale lnmﬂy wns ns
cordial as | could have expected, although not exactly
what I wished. I had resolved, at the firat favorable
opportunity, to throw myself entirely upon the Wos
mavly sympathies of Grace, and plend my causg
upon the very ground of -my unfortunuto cuoum-
stances,’

A convenicnt senson soon offercd ltse)l" for npon
calling ono evening, I found her st howe nlane, -
immediately seated myeelf by her slde, and tellmg
ber that I wished to bave a conver:ation with- her, I
took her hand. Bhe instantly withdrew it, and likq-
a discreet woman remarked, « That if I baq any-
thing to say, I could do eo without personal ‘con
tact” As I had previously done with Faith, ¥
unfolded to Grace the dootrine of affinitica
plained my unfortunate aitunt\nn_.nnumd her t:x;
T'was quite cerlain sho was my trup afmay ud
ended by making ber a formal offer of my. han’é :2&

heart. As for fortane, I'humbl mf‘
nome ) y ormed het I had

Through the whole of my &
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one ward of reply, be did not make

ing attentively. .'T never. ghall - “forget the'singuler
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ters all_arranged with Faith) T was several weeks' .

« Strange!” she anid, ¢ that 'the Lord shonld not" :

thnt we were not true affinities, nnd'thnt fur our’ .

from her as T said this, for I feared sho might weep.’. o

fecl unpleasantly. I waited for her to rep]y, but she .

« Earnest 1" che oxclmmed. with an energy l'nevor '

time appronched for my secon visit to He—, I be- -

but sat with foldeq armsy, listana .

-




" advisable to say co.
bo good policy to bring. vur -conforenea tn es.apesdy |

* there alone.
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oxpresslon of borcyes, as glio reganled me. They
did not smile or look nngey, but thero wan some-
thing very peculiar o then. Bhio sat motlonless,
with her hiead bent forward, and Lor cycfidd slightly
drooping, leaving only o sharp, black lino of slght,
frow which shio regarded me, like an old fewlal
baron observlug tls enemy from tho loop-holes In a
watch-tomer,  Evon after 1 had been silent sovernl
momenls, sho did not epeak, and I began to feel
greatly em barrassed,

a@race,” #ald 1 at longth, ‘in order to rollevo my-
gelf, 4 what do you say to all this?”

wUpon what grounds could you proouro o dl-
vorco 7 sho asked, as if carcfully considering tho
subject.

wI do not know exactly,” I veplied, “and in the
present undevcloped state of soolety, I may not suc-
cced in that undertaking at all; but if I do not, I
shall feel that wo then have a right to throw cur-
selves back upon the higher law of our being, and
regardless of that clvil code which bns g0 loug re-
strained tho God-given liberties of the human soul,
act according to the diotates of Nature and our own
{ntuitions.

« By that means,” sho said, “ we should render
oursclves llablo to a legal process upen an acousa-
tion which would mot bo very comphmentnry to tho
character of either of us,”

.«That is true,” I replied, * and thoreforo the best
courso for us to pursue, would be to depart imme.
diately to some distant portion of the country. where

wo ahnll be anfo from such troublesome interfer.
eace.”

«To Balt Lnko 7" sho briefly suggested.
I glanced at her sharply, but 1. saw nothing in

her countenance which seemed to oppose my props-
sition.

4 No,” 1 answeréd; 1 ehou]d not fanoy that, for,
liko Abraham of old, [ might bo compelled to call
you my sistor, lest somo of those old Mormon saints
or clders should slay me, in order to take you at
onco into their hnmm."

“Does your wife~ freely consent to your preaout
course of conduct ?” ghe inquired.

« Not ontirely,” I replied, » but [ think sho objeots

chiclly on necount of the ohildren, - 8he bas the na- |.

tural feelings of n mother, which no oonsidcrnnon
for o high philosophioal principle can tench her to
overcome. IHer mind has not partaken of the pro
gressivo spirit of tho age, and therefore sho will not
consent to & separation from them. I think, how;
aver, that if matters could bo eo arranged thnt sho
oould romain with them, and by some suitnblo em-,
ployment be able to matntaia thom, that sho’ would
bo tolerably well’contented.”

;4 Then she doeg not objeot at all thnt you ahould
follow your Inclinations. Is it becnuso she hag

“found her own uﬁinity, and thorefore will not feol

the loss 9”7

“ Woll—no—but grndunlly her feellngs havo some.
how bcgome cstrunged from m me”

wAh1” gaid Grace, with o deprecntlug shako of.
her head, “that does not speak well for n woman
who hasa kind, affectionato husband ; one who is

. willing, not only to share the. mutual burdenu. but

to reliove hor ns far as possible of her partioular
weight of. rosponsibility. If you had been negleot-
ful and inconsidorate, and sought your own interest

’ u.ptrt from hers, one céuld' not wonder. But thon 1

am not to supposo that of you,”

"My consclence intimated very strongly, that she
might suppose it with justice, but T did not think it
) 1 folt, however, | that it would

A UOFTaN n’n‘iﬁﬁ_ sible, for I feared overy moment
that T should betray somo inoonslstenoy in my rea.
soniug.

- Well, my dear Graoc, I sald at length, somewhat

: nbruptly, « what Is the conclusion of tho wholo mat-

ter?. Am I to hopo or am I not 77

) |id she rophed ‘without & ‘moment's’ Besita.
tlon ‘I have "already decided, and 1 refer you at
onoe to my father, - He s returned “fiom Europo,
but ho,s been nbsem. for thoe last fow days in the

" olty, Mo will bo at howe to-morrow, however, and

then if you will callat’ night, you onn geo him.

“You will find him tobe a just, upright and high-

prinoipled man, with n cléar intellect, sound judg.

“‘ment, and an uncorrupted heart. Please state your.

onsdp to him . preuisely ag you havo dono to me.” He

_will givo you an attentive hearing—will take your

“welld bch]g and mine into consideration yandI huvo
sufficient confidenco in him to say, that whatover

* hia deolsion may be, I shall consider it aa beat and

abide by it entirely.”
 You will please oxouse mo,’f she continued o for

: nnylng. moreover, that at present [ havo an engnge-

ment, which I must fulfill, and- tbomfom our con.
versation must como to an end.”

1 folt Joth to depart, especinlly whon "auch o grep,f,
hopo was kindled within me, but with the usual ense
and dignity which were 8o becoming to hor, sho
arose, and passed mo my “hat.

«Dear girl!” I exclaimed, as I presged her lmnd
warmly upon the threshold, ¢ not thus shall wo part
to morrow night! The day shall bo one of sweet
anticipation, but the # dewy evo™ shall bring with it
g blissful certainty.”

She did not respond to my rhapaody, but 1 oon
sidered this freedom from all enthusinem and exoito.:

ment, as one of hor most beautiful charncteristics, |.

It is truo, that while pursuing my way to my lodg-
ings, I had some misgiviags about presenting my
pingular plea to her father, for I knew that men,
nnd especially those who were old and experienced,

- 'were not apt to look upon matters and things in the

gamo light o8 & womnn in love would, and therefore
he might be more inclined to censure than to aid
my suit. 1 did notlot this thought dnmpen my
ardor. however, but the next evening, at o proper
hour, started for the Thorndale mansion,

TUpon being ushered into the parlor I found Grace
She received me with her usual cour-
tesy nnd kindnees, and then stepping into the next
room, returned immediately with a very tall, elderly
gentleman, of the regular General Jackson stamp,
or  0ld Hickory" order, whom she Introduced as her

. father, Deing extremely sensitive, tho spheres of

certain people influence me greatly, and this gentle-
man’s approach completely overwhelmed me, | felt
like & pigmy in tho presenco of & giant, or more
like a puppet in & baod-organ, and longed that somo
ono should pull tho wires, or wind up the machinery,
in order to set mo in motion. Graco immediately
left the room. )

“ Bo seated, sir,” said Mr, Thorndale, courteously,
but with great dignity.

‘1 ent down liko an obedient schoolboy, and en-
deavored to collect my scattered senses. The futher
of my beloved placed his chair directly in' front of
me. After seating himsolf, he leaned back—put

bLis thumbs in cither arm-holo of his vest, crossed-

his legs, and looking directly at me, he said Ina
{olite, but straightforward manner—
“Well, sir, my danghter informs mo that you

desiro a brief conversation with me; what have

you to say 97
I was painfully aware just then that I had nothing
to eay. The words eame up to my lips, but rolled

back again liké pebblestones, and dropped heavily.

« wupon my heart. 1 made a mighty effort at scl(mn-
trol, and partially recovered myself, - :

1 am aware, vlr,"” 1 commenced, »that the prapo-
sltion which 1 bLnve to mnko s somewhat extraon
dluary, but §f you will first allow mo to explain,
you tuny eeo the wholo subject fn iho satno light an
1 do

% (o on, alr,” .

“lerlinps,” I continued, “your daughter hns al-
ready Informed you concerning this mattor,”

#Bhe has told mo nothing, savoe that you desired
to speak with me, Go on, sir.”

I commenced at onco upon tho subject of aflink.
ties, and defined it as olearly and forcibly ns possi-
blo; but when 1 camo to mo main proposition, 1
hc!ltulcd

“Well, sir,” ho said, perceiving my ombarrass.
meut, and conjecturing the eause, **am I to consider
this discouree upon affinitics as a preface to o pro-
“poeal for my daughter’s hand 9

“ Yes, sir,” I rplied, eheeplshly, *1 have already
spoken with her, and she referred mo to you, resting
the wholo mattor upon your decision.”

“Please, then,” he said in tho most direct manner
possible,  to inform me concerning your family con.
nections —your present position aud circumstances,
and your future prospects in life,"

I fnirly gnsped for breath, but commenced unfold.
ing the true state of affaira to bim as cautiously as
possible, After much circumlocution, I at length
concluded, and the facts of the case were before
bim. 1 glnnccd timidly up to sce what effect my
words had upon bim, when lo} there woro the same
half olosed oyes and keenly searching gaze, which I
had observed in his daughter tho night preceding,
“You say, sir,” he commenced, after a brief in-
terval of silonce, * that you hnvo o wifo and soven
children now resldlng in tho city ol’ Now York ‘7”

# Yes, sir,”

“ Has this. compnn!on of yours,  whom you call
Faith, beén indeed a-fajthful wife, and an affection.
ato mother to your ohildren 7

“ Yes, air.”

“Buat you say that in some way she.has become
alienated from you in. feeling. I’lenso mention ln
what way.” . .

“In n'moral and intellectual way,”

“Will -you state . first, sir, what you mean by a
“moral way

I hesitated, but ﬁnnlly mnnnged to say, #8he has
experienced religion and joined a church, which, in
these days of intelleotual light and religious liberty,
seems 1o be & retrogression, and o blind adherence
-to the forms of tho past.”

#Hos she over attended any of the reformatory
leotures, or read the philosophical and metaphysical
works of the times ?”

" No, sir; her mind was so complotoly absorbed
in domestio concerns, that sho had nb timo for such
things, even if she had the inclination, Bhe only
attended church now and then on the Babbath, and,
to toll tho truth, sir, hor mind was not capable of
recoiving any higher influences than those of ro-
ligion.”

. % Very woll. Now for tho intelleotual way.” .

o In this, sir,” I replied somewhat triumphantly,
«her mental condition is truly lamentable. There
aro novo of the popular scientifio workg, or poems
by cminont writers, with whioh sho is in the least
aoquainted. Moreover, she is entirely ignorant con.
cerning the ourrent nows of the day. Railroad acci
dents, murders, o failure in orops, political move-
ments and national disturbances, aro all unknown
to her, therefore she is unable to converse even upou
these commonplace, every-day subjeats.”

‘» DO yOu ver slv duwirsvuuloge to read tho papor
1o her, while sho is busy with her neodle ¥

# No, gir; for it often happens that the children
ara troublesomo, and would disturb me; therefore, I
usually rend my poaper in some club.room or oyster
saloon,”

. Mr. Thorndala sprang from his chair, and com.
menoed walking the room with long and rapid
strides..

« Look here, sir,” he said at longth, in @ stern
tone, as ho stopped and regarded mo with a look such
as a school-master would fix upon an offonding ur-
obin, I I had not studied human nature in all its
phases, and therefore have leurned to be oharitable
towdrd its weaknesses, I should give-you n tremen-
dous ahnking. and toss you out of the window. You
have como hither, a married mar and tho father of
seven ohildren, to ask for my daughter's hand, upon
the ground that.you have previously made a mis-
take, and now olaim her as your affinity.  Even gup-
posing for ono moment I could grant your request,
how should I know but what, in lcsa than ono year
from this time, you would find that you had made
nnother mistake, and .start onco more in search of
your affinity ? No. If you have committed an error,
all I can say is, in tho namo of ail that ig high and
boly, go home and mhke the best of it. Tho fault
was your own, thorefore do not attempt to shirk the
responsibility by shifting the burden over upon the
shouldors of your much abused wife and innocent
ohildren. . I would not so far forget my dignity as to
injuro your miserablo body; but I verily believe,
that if you remain muoch longer in my. presence, I
shall be tempted to visit you with a chastisoment
which a higher power can much more profitably be-
stow upon your cowardly soul. Therefore, in-all
courtesy, I pray you to depart.” :

« But your daughwra happiness,” 1 vonturod to
suggest.

“My dungbter'a hnppincss 154 bo eiolnimed
“ Gmco, come herel” And in a momont she atood
by her father’s side.

~wLook meé in the face,  child,”. lxe sald “uand tell
me if your happincss deponds in any way upon this
miserablo apecimen of humanity 9 - - -

u Not in the least,” she replied, calmly, «T only
referred him to you, from the fear that I should not
bo able to do him or tho subject justico.”

#You havo deceived me,” 1 snid, with much bit-
‘terness; “ for your conduct certainly gave mo rea-
son to hope.”

#There has indeed been decephon in this matter,”
she replied, “but 7 shall not plead" guilty to the
charge. Had you, upon our first acquaintance, in-
formed me of your existing circumstances, and your
intentions concerning myself, then I should have con
ducted nccordingly. DBut#ou concealed these unfa-
vorable circumstances from me, in order to first gain
my afleotions, and then influence my better judgment
through them. As far as my conduct toward you is
' concerned, 1 have always treated you as I would any
geatleman who was polite and respectful in be-
haviour, and against whoso character I knew noth-
ing. My rule hns ever been to treat all peoplo with
confidence, till they prove themselves unworthy ; and
it matters not how many times I may be deceived
Christinn charity still compels mo to abide by it.”

Mr. Thorndale took soveral more turns in the
room, and again stopped before me.

# Look here,” he said, after a fow moments? reflea-
tion, I have como to the conolusion—and you will
cxcuso me for cxpressing myself 6o plainly—that
you aro less of a knave than a fool. This doctring
of affinitics, which you have so eloquently and jn-
geniously advocated, is, at its foundation, true, Men
and women who thus sacredly unite their destinies

thelr Lelng, or the physieal ovils and erltes of which
tbat unlun may be productive, will, {n coming time,
tlso up §n Judgment agalost them. There Is, how
ever, 6o high prluciple or puro fact of phitosophy in.
troduced to the world, but what Is subject to porver-
slonj aud there aro never wanting individunls, with
seared consclences and selfish hearty—such ns you,
olr, I mean—swho will *uso théir iberty ns an ocea-
slon to the fesh,” mistaking tho wanderings of do-
slre, or tho caprices of thelr 11-balanced minds, for
an attachmont to principle. If you can show me,
elr, that you aro a8 zenlous §n your adlerence to
1] other philosophics, that do not sult your pleasure or

"I convonlence, L shall bellevo in your sincerity, Men

and women about to enter upon such a relation,
thould minke sure of tho fitness and proprioty of tho
nct in the first plnce, and then nothing save personal
abuse, or an nbandonment to disgusting and ruinous
vices, should break tho holy bond. The only safo
way is to qualify one’s self carly, by an adherence
to high and virtuous principle, for the making of a
oboico upon which so much happiness depends, and
when it 1s onco mado, to abide by it honestly and
faiibfully, That ia all 1 havo to eay on tho sub-
Jeet.”

Whether T came at onco under the psychologleal

influence of this man’s well JDalanced mind, or
whether, by the power of conscience, I became con-
victed of sin, I canuot tell; but a sense of my own
unworthiness came across me like an overwhelming
flood. 1did not speak, because I had nothing to
sny. Rising, I took my hat, and turned to depnrc.
" w1 hope, sir,” said Mr, Thorndale, hs ho extended.
his hand to mo with. gentlemanly. courtesy,  that
you will learn to think nrlght concerning this mat-
ter, and allow it to have & oorrespondlng effect upon
your future conduot.”

# Thank you,” was my brief reply.

Graoo nlso offered her hand, -

# Mr. Maywood,” she said, surlously, and with evis-
dent singerity, ¢ give ‘my love to your wife, ns I feel
Interested in her. - Tell her, also, that any time when
she desires rest and enjoyment, she: will: bo most |
welcome hero, and’ that she oan brmg as many of
the little oncs as” sho plonscs, for I am vory fond of
children.”

No human pen could’ desoribe. my feolings, when,
& fow moments alter, I stood upon the lawn in front
of that houso; alone with my dlsnppolutment, shame
and remorse, I looked up to the cloudless heavens,
aud the very stars scomed to acouso me with thejr
pure eyes of light. I bowed my guilty faco to the
carth, and the night winds, sighing among the trees,
seemed to bring to my ears the wailings of a desert.
ed wife and suffering children. In my despair and
anguish, 1 beat my breast aud wept wildly, I be-
liove, howover, that those tears of penitence brought
to me & compassionate messenger from the throne of
Grace, for something whispered mo, * thou art yet
ablo to redeom the past, and by a patient continu-
ance in well doing, to glorify thy wholo future.””

——

CHAPTER 1V,
THUE ORASTENING HIAND,

Eartly noxt morning, as 1 had previously resolved,
I started for Now York. I expocted to reach howe
by nightfall, but an accident delayed tho train sev-
eral hours beyond the usual time. It was nearly
eloven o'clock when we arrived. I left my baggage
at tho depot, and pursued my way homo on foot. As
I oame in sight of my house, I observed quite a
bright light in my wife’s ohamber, and upon ap-
proaching nearer, distinotly discerned the shadow of
o man’s hend upon the anrtain. It was unmistaka-
bly & malo profile, for there were the short, curling
hair, large foatures and whiskers, which could only
belong to tho * gonus homo.” I cannot desoribe the
shock whioh this unexpected appearance gave me,
Astonishment, jealousy, rage and revonge, all min-
gled in one tumultuous whirl in my bosom.

« Ah 1"said I to mysclf, “so that hypooritical wo-
man has beon seoking out Aer affinity, and thinks
that her guilty secrot will remain undiscovered !
But tho just God, who judgeth in tho earth, has re.
vealed heor wickedness. Shame on a wife, and the
mother of soven chlldron, who oan thus disgrace her-,
solf 1"

Refleotion only increased my excitoment, and pre-
pared me for dosperate deeds. Had my cigar-case
beem o rovolver, and my jack-knife a dagger, I should
havo rushed in at once and done tremendous execu-
tion, But'with-theso articles as they were, I could
not offect much’; and morcover, prudence suggested
that my advorsary might bo a strong, poworful man,
while I, on tho contrary, was small, and possessod

to. proceed oircumspectly. With my night-key I un.
looked tho door, and stopped in 03 nolsclessly.as pos-
sible. Tho light was burning very dimly-in the hall,
and I-ocould distinctly hear voices at the top of the

gnish, wero those spokon by.a-male voice. .’

« Well, dear, I will just take p run home, to see
how things aro going on there, and then murn fm-
modintely,”

«If you do,” I whispered to myself, # you will re-
turn a dend man,” But his companion, who was
evidently & female, who]ly unconsoious .of -the mur..
derous purpose in the heart of him who stood below,
replied in an affectionate tong:

8o do; and then’ you'will romain here all night,
wont you ?”

“ Yes,” was the brief msponso. And then hp be-
gan to desoond tho stairs. My heart -beat like n
drum at a military muster, a8 I watched him; but
judge of my astonishment, . when, upon & nearer
‘view, I discovered him to be my old fricnd, Nicholas
Fairfax, Ho started with surprise when he beheld
me, which I construed into & certnlu evndenoe of
guilt.

- *Nillain!” I exclnimed, with more energy than I
had over bofore spoken that word, *how dare you
thus invade my domiell at this late hour, with your
infamous purpose?”’ :

At the same time T sprang forward and semng
his arm, shook it violently, intending thereby.to
shake his wholo body; but he stood as immovable
as Bunker Hill Monument,

« For heaven’s snke, Mr. Maywood " exolnimed
‘some one who ran quickly down stairs,  don’t make
such n noige, even if you are glad to sco him.”

Turning round quickly, I was surprised to behold
Mrs. Fairfax herself, looking extremely indigoant.

* What does this mean 7’1 asked, as I stepped
back in the utmost confusion,’ )

"It means, Maywood,” said my friend, *that
your wifo is dangerously ill. The nurse and pbysi.
cian which we have procured for her, aro evon now

,{in her chamber. As she is somowhat deranged, my

wifo and I intended to have remained here also, but
ginoo you have returned, it is unnecessary, After
you had so bagely forsnken your Faitb, leaving her
and tho little onos entirely unprovided for, the cares
and responsibilitios of ber situatlon overcamo her,
ond sho sank beneath them. A good Providence,
however, sent my wife hither at the right time, and
sinco then, your family has been wanting in nothing
which human care and kindness could supply, I
say not this boastfally, but I eay itto your shame,

for timo—not to speak of eternity—should bo har| for you have ruined the health and happiness of as
moniously related in the most interior principles of' true & woman as God’s gun over shone upon, and

littlo musoular encrgy ; therefore X felt,it was best’

winding stairway. The first words I could dmln- )

timo tiny purlmpu prove that you are also Aer mure
derer)!

Itts words wont ko polsoncd azrows to my heart,
Overcomo by a senso of my gullt and utior worth.
legsness, 1 sank down upon my knees, and ex.
clatmed ¢

% 0Oh my Qod, my Ged! Lo merciful to mo a sin.
ner {” .

“1 am glad to see,” sald Fairfax, coldly, » that
you havo somo fecling left; but 1 advlso you to
leavo praying with your lips at present, and go to
praying with your feot and hands. You aro needed
in thoe chamber up above there, by the side of your
siok wife. Itmay bo that your presence ean restore
her to renson, nud perhaps to health; but her lost
hours of rest and happiness you can ntver bring
back.” )

Bowed down with penitenco nnd grief, T went up
to my wife’s chamber, and stood by her bed. As I
took her hand in my own, I observed it was so
wistoed, that tho flesh upon her slender fingers had
shrunk away from the weddingring which she still
wore, leaving an ominous space between her finger
and the golden circlet. I kissed her palo oheck and
spoke to her'with all my early tenderness, but she
did not know me, Turnlng away her head with a
pitcous moan, sho stretohed out her arms, calling
my namo again and again.

#0h,” sho said, «will he’ nover, nover comel I
can hear to have myown heart broken, but God
help my little children! When denr Katie fainted
beneath her hunger pain, and little Faith looked up
with her pale face, and said, ¢ Don’t ery, dear moth.
er, father will come soon to bring us bread,’ then
my sorrows orushed me, Ok God forglvo him, for
he knows not what he does.”

Hor words were too much for me. I burled my
face in Lier pillow, and wept like a child,- .

All that night T sat by her bedside, only leaving
her once, when o low wall from one of the little flook
above, in the upper chamber, reached my.ear: I took
o light and went up to them. 8ix of my llttlo oncs
wero there, disposed about the room in their various
cribs and “trundle-beds, as the epace would admit.
The infant—a child nearly a yenr old—the kind-

‘hearted Mrs, Fairfax had wrapped in n blanket and

takon away with her. Only one was awake, and
that one wis little Faith herself, 1 knolt:down bo:
side her bed to kiss her. The affectionate ohild
twined her slender arms around my neck, and
pressing her pale check to mine, nll wet with tears,
she whispered :

-1 knew, dear father, you would' come back again;

.God told mo 8o in my heart, all the time.”

A weok passed on; during whioh period I divided
my attentlon botweon Faith and my flock of little
ones, 1 did not shrink from any labor which do-
mestio duty required, but like * & maid-of-all.work,”
I et my houso in order, ministered to the ohildren’s
wants, and prepared all tho food thet was eaten.
Sometimes, at night, after a particularly toilsome

duy, I would experience such an overpowering feel-

ing of .wenriness, that I would long to lic down and
die. Then I wondered how it was that Faith had
borne all this labor and care for so many years,
added to tho weakness, the pains and sioknesses of
maternity. It scomed to me a suporhuman work,
and 1 marveled that soul and body had not yielded
in despair,

At tho end of the week, my wife could bo safely
pronounced better. The fover had left her—her
brow was onoce more moist and cool, and though
utterly prostrated by weakness, yet hor mind was
calm. I never shall forget how enrnestly she ro-
garded mo as I sat by her side, or how the tcars
gushed from her eyes, when, kissing her pale lips, I
promised never to leave hor again, There acemed
to be health and strength for her in my words, for
she began to rovive from that day,as a drooping
flowor is refreshed by a gontle summer rain.

It was & joyful day for my little oncs when their
mother came again into their midst, and as we sat
down to our tablo together, I lifted up my volce and
thanked God with o full heart, that wo were once
more united in harmony and love,

8inco that time I have sought no further for my

affinity. I have harmonjzed duty and desire, and
the fruit of that union has been peace. My homo is
the centre of my joys, and my Faith, strengthened
and cheered by the ministrations of true love, has
bocome, not only the bond of unity to us all, but also
the high and holy guidingstar of my heart.”

= - v =
‘Written for the Qanner of Light,

LONE LELE.

BY EMMA TUTTLE.

To-day he is coming! Fair Lele is cutling
Her hair o’er hor finger with exquisito cave,
‘Adjusting stray rlnglota. and brightest buds twirling
\Vith caro which seomcd cm-oless. balf hid in thelr
" snare,
A ycar has been \vlnglng its dnys o'er the maiden,
8inee o’er the deep waters he floated away;
Her lips are untouched, still hor fresh heart is laden
- With lovo for him yet. He is coming to-day !
* Comlng to-day! :
lelo s gayl. .
A rare dower of splendors in tonder amay .
~ Young Lelo has on,"like Bpring's kindlings jn Muy.

A stranger has come. ‘A dark shadow hgmgso er hlm.
And paler he turns as Lelo bounds along'; . :
‘[ Ob., God ! can he wither tho beanty before him? -
- Must Ae still the heart that s gushing with song?

ar bring thee, dear lady, o hell from tho ocenn,
The treacherous ocean, tho cannibal sea, :
A gift from Bir James, s emblem of dovotion,
Which, present or absent, went ever to thce.
Tho pearly shell
‘A talo will tell, ca
Of a pjlgrim who went to an ocean dell. .
‘And never came baock. - God help ﬁlee—fnmwell "

Lelo took the shell, when from out its pink bosom -
A little note fluttered, and fell on the floor,
And a lone stem of ivy, devoid of a bloss¢m, .
Bhook out from its heart saying, ** Hope never more l
Sir James is at fest in o hall of the ocean »
" Which lies *neath the evening star far in-the' “cst'
The voico whicl.comes up from the triad of the ocean
Is dirging forever above his brave‘breast. '
Lone is his hall;
Gay is his pall,
Of coral, and sea-flower, and bright pearl nnd ambet.
Ho dreams but of thee in that far, silent chamber.”

A year has gone by with its wildness and anguieh,
And Lele again is arranging hcr hair;
Bhe clings to her palor, but wears not tholnnguish
Ot old—rosy Hope makes her dread whiteness fair,
To-day he is coming ! With thin palid fingers
8he wreathes the green vy, which lives on decay,
Among her brown ringlets. +¢ No longer I linger
Away from the bridal. Ho’s coming to-day 1’
The maiden pale
Took n glory veil,
And passed from our sight like a pale beam of light,
Pausing in the land which knows not any night.
Walnut Grove.

Postny AND BEER.—The cottage in which Buarns
firet saw the light, and the house where Shelley lived,
at Great Marlowe, have been converted into beer shops;
the spot on which Scott was ushered into the world is
occupled by a public house; Moore’s native abode by'a
toddy shop; and the cottage of Colgridge turned into

an ale house,

_{addition to which it has four wings, © © .© The

“|horns are disposed thres vessel-liko figures, on each ot

_|—our old friends, the Chorubim, and the Bams’ horns

| Lord he 18 God,' in ‘old Jewry; and whon we behold
.| thology of the Persiana’® says Heeren, “smight be said

.| tablished symbols of - wisdom, goodness, ‘and excel.

| is rising.”” "Bolomon with all_his wisdom WAS & Wor-

| the heavens—the Sun +He built Baalath and Tadmor
‘{in the desert.” ' «Baalath,” says Heeren, the temple

.- | the Sun; which name has been given it because the

(Drzgznul QZmn

AN(JIEN'I.‘ GLIM}.’BEB on' 'J.'UE) BPIRI’L‘
LAND, .

POURTEHBN,

NUMDEN

The cluo to tho mysterious and religlous rites of old
tlme, we have in tho present, o far as we aro brave
and free enongh to fullow I, Mcamerism and Hs ul.
timate—~Bpiritunllum, with astronomical theology, af-
ford in full, & nebulous basla for all accretions, concro-
tlonn, or ontgrowths, whose thlck branches stiil over.
shadow us with fear and trembling. Tho mnas of
mankind have never known the why or tho wherefore
of their relglous creeds. Educational fgnorance has
bound them to their earlier superstitions; nnd a priest.
clars, on salarfes or tithes, in which they live and move
and have’ their being, have never suffered their flocks
to question the traditfons of tho elders. Ience, the
flinty shallows of the current religious mind; and
hence the dark brood of superstition which make such
shallows their abiding plnce.

Bat apart from all educational and fossilized pro-
clivities, there are true spiritual phenomena, and nor-
mal spiritual growths therefrom, renching to all that
appertaing to man's spiritunl nature. This may bo as
subatantive and legitimato in Inrger cousative unfold.
ing, as what is dally before our moro materlal eyes,
not miraculously severing the links that bind the more
sonsuously tangible planes, but-as parallel with- them
as the more cognizant modes of being. Hence Mes-
merism and Spiritualism nfford ua a coneecutive and
scientilic way to the Jordan, without interposition of
miracle. Tho spirit-world thus received or proved as
s fixed fact, as 1t §s with ug, 1t ‘only remains to learn
the inter.relations of the flesh.enoumbered nnd unin.
cumbered catates—of the actlon and reaction in the
spiritunl fluxes of tho two worlds from the Godhead of
all being.

In old time, the serpent sometimes symbolized the
circle of all existence. Jn astronomical relations, he
was sometimes geen to lead o third part of the heavens
—sgomotimes he was seen to have ashy at the Garden of
Eden—sometimes Moges set him up for the healing of
the people; and Esculapius ind him twined around his
rod of God for the raising of the dead. Tho Persians
seemed to have divided him into two parts, with «head
I win, tail you lose'’—Ormuzd tho good, Ahriman the
ovil - -principle. From the latter comes the Devil or
Batan, via the Babylonish captivity and the Dend Sea,
all along shore to the wilderness of ‘America, and find.
ing hore, considerable growth as indispensable to the
priest-caste In keoping their flocks timidly within the
fold.,

. This theory of good and ovﬂ. though it may nnswer
for the groundlings, is very far from that higher wis-
dom which sees evil n ignorant outgrowth, and in
nndeveloped fruits -of rhode and darkness, but still a
relative part of tho universal whole, and leaves no
standpoint for a supernumorary, almighty Devil,

" Deev, or Dovil, has considerable variety of meaning.
Malcolm, in his »+History of Persia,’ aays that ++Deev
means Magician; and jn the Bansorit it means a Brah-
min, perhops from some of that tribe pretending to be
soreerers; but speaking gencrally, it ia the term which
barbarous men in all ages have applied to their ene.
mies or neighbors who had more art or knowledge than
themsdlves, The rude inhabitants of Tartary of the
present day will gravely assuro you that tho Chinese
are Decvs, or-Magicians,?’

We seo how applicable this ia to Moses when he ap-
plied theso terms to his neighbors outside his own
church. Ha says '*they sacrificed unto devils, to gods
that camo newly up.’”” Of the Elohim and Jehovistio
Gods of the Bible, see Do Wette's Introduction to the
0ld Testament—Danlap and Mackay.

Much of the ancient conception of the Godhead had
relerence to tho Bun and to the heavens at large.
These were often ‘personified. There wero also per-
sonificationa in statues, in persons and in spirits.
The name of God or*Lord was interchangeablo for
many things, The God-stones set up in old Jewry
were suppased to be animated by the living Godhead,
and representative thercof, as we have already seen,
This was only one of the varieties, capable of far more
clucidation than we offer now. ‘Moses, at the very
time of speaking against tho sacrifices to the Gods
newly up, rebukes his church- for being unmindful of
the Rock—sacrificial altar or God—that begat them,
and asks, **How should one chase a thousand, and two
put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold
them, and the Lord had shut them up: For thelr Rock
is not oar Rock, even our cnemies themselves being
Jjudges.” That s, by worshiping another Rock, they
wero **‘Deevs and Magicians,” according to the an-
ciont formulaa, The Rock, or stono worship of old
Jewry was more litoral than spiritual or metaphorical.
Jacob vowed his vow to a God of thin cast, at Bethel.
Mosca sets up ono and namea it Jehovah-nissl,  Joshua |’
appeals to one as hearing tho covennnt ho has mado,
Bamuel sets up Ebenezer as a Godsatone of, help, and a
Stone God was found by Antiochus {n the the temple
at. Jerusalem. -

“Heeren, in anclent Persian remains, finds- a re-
markable figure in- reliovo having the human shape |-
and -collossal proportions, twelve foot in helght, and
habited in along robe with a peculiar- head-dress; in

wings are remarkablo, not only for their size, but
thelr number, being four; and in that respeot recalling
o our ‘recollection those of the Cherubim, as Porter |
bos already remarked. Between two horizontal Ram’s

which is plnced a white ball,’” Hore we find within
‘the-Persian holy of holies, a God twolve feet in height

of Jericho.

We also behold tho common practice of the barbar.
ons East, whether Jewrywise or Gentile,. of multiply-
jog the distance between the ruler and the ‘ruled, tho
sovercign and the peoploe. +Cyrus, the Lord, the
king, the rulor of the world"’—equivalent to -+stho

the personmcnuon of the heavens, the *‘wholé my-
to turn upon the ideas of Light and the Bun, their es-

lence. - The Sun, they always worshiped with a coun-
tenance’ directed toward that luminary, especinlly at

shiper in this dircotion of the-Lord God of hosts or

of the .Bun, {s the eame with Balbec, the valley of

city was built in-a valley. Tho frst name s also ex
pressed by the Greek appellation, Heliopolis, Tadmor,
Thadamora, is ouo of tho common Syrian nanies of
Palmyra,”’

-« Ag general of tho armies of Persiu. Cyrns aesumed
the name or title by which ho is constantly known and
designated in history, and which betokens the Sun;
his original name having been Agradates.!” Theso ti-
tles of Lord and God, were the common desiguntions
of prophet, priest, king, and familiar or tutelary spir-
its in Jewry. For the faller setting forth of the uni-
versality of Sun worship, in antiquity, seo Dunlap’s
«Vestiges,” cto.

Persia is holy land as well as Judea. Bays Heeren,
«All men are accounted impure, who by thought,
word, or deed, despise the laws of Zoroaster,” the
early lawgiver of tho Persians, as Moses of the Jews,
In the country where the law of Zoroasteris revered,
everything s pure, everything is holy; no that his
precepts extend their influente not only over the ha.
man race, but even to the brute and inanimate crea-
tion. Itisthe duty of thozervantof Ormuzd to fos-
ter everything in nature that is pure and holy, as all
such things are the creations of Ormuzd, at the same
time that the enmity ho has vowed against Ahriman
and his creation, make it incumbent on him to attack
and destroy all impure animals. On these principles

Zoroaster built his lawa for the improvement of tho
eoll by means of agricultnre, by tendiog of cattle, and
gardening, which he perpotually inculcates, as-if he

of thelr finportanee, © 0 © Higcommande ago abe
soluta and frravacable, hut the roliglon of Ormuzd for.
bids hiin to ordain anything but nhat fn juat and
good,’!

To $hls wo find that reference In our Bible whick re.
fers o the ++lawa of tho Modes aud Lersfans which
cliango not.’"  It-woa Aldman or Hatan, who, among
the aons of God, mado his appenrance In Jewry to try
the patienco of Jub, and 8o scvere was tho telal, we do
not marvel that the Persians resolved 1o bo rid of so
troublesome a creator of evils an Batan, .

1t would appear thint tho Persians wero desirous of
making conversfons to their creed, that God was the
suthor only of good, and Hatan was the soul crestor of
evil. Tho obsessfon of Job by Satan was to test the
matter in tho sight of all Isrnol and tho Sun. At firat,
Job stood bravely up for God, and protested sgalnat
tho Batanlo theory of evil, + What!" he exclaims,
"+ Bhall we receive good ot the hand of God, and shall
Wo not recelve ovil 2" Bat tho ordeal was too hard
for Job. He pours out heresies ko water, and makes
terriblo confessions to Batan along the way, even
though ho knew his Redcemer lived and would meot
him in his latter days upon the earth, to make restitn-
tion for the shady side of his life or tho buffetings of
Batan.

Our modern orthodoxics have conrlderably amplificd
the original sky-pasture land of Satan, who would have
signed articles for half ngainst half, when Job elufmed
good and cvil at the hand of the Lord; nay, would
even have been content with a third part of the heav-
ens, as may be seen in ancient nstronomical theologies,
But our present orthodox measurement and assignment
to Satan, isall of humanity in lump as totally depraved;
thus leaving the Inference that our orthodox churches
ore synngogues of Satan in covenant with death and
agreement with hell.

Zoroasater, like other reformers, atrove to corry hfs.

past in which thoy were sojourning. + The principal
characteristic of the kingdom sketched by Zoromster,”

on the principles of the customs of the East. To this
he added preeepts calenlated to advance the moral im-
provement of his people; nor did it escape his obser-
vation that, on the habits of the nations, and in’ par-
ticular on their domestfic virtues, must bo founded jts
public constitution. Henco hislaws for the furtherance
of marriage, his praiees of frujtfulness fn womenm, and’
his condemnation of the unnatural vices which abound-
ed in the countrles where ke dwelt. He did not, how-
ever, venture to proclaim hlmself a pntron of monoga-

expediency, or because his countrymen were too ﬂrmly
attached to their existing practices.

" v The conservation of his ordinances was intrustéd
1o the priestly costo, the Magiaus, who nnder ﬂso
Medes formed one of their tribes, to whom was gom:
mitted the preservation of such sciences as were known

lic dovotion. Herodotns expressly nomea them as a
distinct tribo of the Medes, and this arrangement, po-
culiar to the East, with which the Jowish annals have
made us familjar, is further fllustrated by the obeeﬂa-
tions alrendy offered respecting tho priest-casto of the
Egyptlans. The reform of Zoroaster also addressed
itself to these. According to his own professions, he
was only the restorer of the doctrine which Ormuzd
himself had promulgated in the days of Jemshid; ikin
doctrine, howover, hod been misrepresented as false
and delosive. Magia, the work of Deevs; had eropt
in, which was first to bo extinguished in order to
restore the pure laws of Ormuzd., Ho composed the
first and best of his trentises, tho Vendidat, ot n period
when his dootrines had only begun to obtain the aseen-
dancy, and when the false Magians, the worshlpem of
the Deevs, withstood him; hence the maledietions
which he continually heaps upon them. We know
from history that in tho end his reformation triumphed,
though we are not enabled to trace its progress in de-
tafl.
++ Zoronster, therefore, must not be considered as the
founder, but only the reformer of the caste of Magians,
and to him muss therefore bo ascribed tho internal con-
stitution of thia caste, though it may have nubsequentl_y
received somo further development. Thoy alone were
entitled to perform the offices of religion—they alone
‘posseased the sacred formularies or liturgles by which
Ormuzd was to bo addressed, and wero acyuainted with
the ceremonies by which the offering of prayer and
wacrifico was ‘to be nccompanied. This was thelrj po-
culjar knowledge and thelr study, and it was- only by
them that the prayers and sacrifices could bo prosented
to the Deity. Jn this manner thoy camo to be consid.
ered the only interlocutors between God and man; it
was to the alone that Ormuzd rovealed hia | will—they
alone contemplated the future, and had the power of
mvenllng it to such-as inquired inte §t through them.’*
" ¢+On these foundations waa reared, both nmong the
Poraians and the Medes, the dignity of the priestly
oasto. Tho general belief in prediotions, eapecinlly as
derfved from tho observation of the heavenly bodies,
‘and the custom of undertaking no enterprise of mo-
ment without consuiting those who were supposed a6~

fidenco reposed in Buch pretenders, all conspired’ to
give this olnss of men the highest influence, not only
in-the relatjons of private life, but also over public
undertakings. In the days of Zoroaster, ag at present,
it was esteemed necessary to the dignity as'well s the
exigencies of an Asiatio court, that the person of.the
 king should be surrounded by a multitude of sooth-
sayers, and pricsts, who formed & part of his couneil,

and invariably prevailed in the East, may be left for
others to discuss;but tho - extraordinary influence
which it has excrcised over the manners of private
lifo and the constitution of the state at large, deserves
the closest. attention of every ono who lnterests ‘bim-
self in the history of nations and their manners.”"

It is not certainly known who lived first, Zoroasfer
or Moses, nor do we undortake to decide whose priest
casta tho more heavily titled the people-in the name
of God; and it might be dlﬂ]cult to say whether this
name has ‘been the more in use to blcss or. to curse
mankind from the ignorance surroundlng it.  Once
mystified in tho keeping of a priest-casfo, its- yoke 18
heavy and its burdens grievous'to be borne. ~ But that

in broad platitudes of fourth of July orations, should

ing In their origin from the region round about, wounld
appear a8 marvelous as that ignorance which s wiser
in its own conceit than' seven men who can renders
reason, That our modern priesthood shonld look wlth
partial eyes to that craft which to them is a9 sacred as
that which made Diana very holy and great to the
Ephesians, is not so much to be wondered at—buf that
people, in aland where thought should strive to grow
beyond the infantile small clothes, should still persist

anywhere to bo found, though very smoll the growth
they can cover, is not quite 'so favorablo as we coald
wish for that progress of the intcllect which shonld
bravely walk with the Most High, and ‘gathor from
every land without the (Bo-between of a priest-caste
who would obstruct with a «'Thus saith the Lord,”
M. Gasparin, of the priest-class, admits modern
manifestations, but only aa resultant from a prineiple
differlug from that whence resnlted the phenoinens of
the Judean record. Thisls of God. But Gentile and
modern monifestations of the samo cast have only

terles for tho expounding of which there most be a
regularly ordained pricsthood who alone shall be per-
mitted to augur from Abrahamic premises. : Another
of this kind G, W. SBamson, D, D, hds put forth a
work, Spiritualism Tested,”’ moderato and kind in
its splrit, and contnining some goond things; but, like
Gasparin, showing sclf stultification in trying to pluck
the Bible as a brand from the burning in the spiritual
furnace, which finds the -Bible as apt fuel ‘a8 any
growth of Gentile ground. True, Dr. Bamson Iays out
wHumbug'’ and *Devil’ a3 very proper fuel to be
consumed, and otherwise trenches so closely upon the
domain of Bibledom s would be difficult to decide his

could not sufliciently impress his disciples with & sense

balr divislon betwixt its south and southwest side, as

people forward to a future estate botter than the dead

says Heeren, +¢ i3 the picture of o despotic government -

my, either because himself had not been convinced of its

among them, and the performance of the offices of pub~

quainted with such oracles, and well as the blind con- ‘

.The-origin of this persuaslon, which hag so universally

the American people, who claim 80 much intelligence ’

take as supereminently divine Judean oracles as difer- -

in clinging to these as the only heavenly garments .

“‘Third Action’ to their father, nud no part in Abra-
ham who remains intact as s part of the sacred mys- .°.






















