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SYMPATHETIC SOULS.
BY MABIE ADELE BATTERSON.

The night was clear, the moon was bright, 
The summer breezes lightly played;

Is seemed the balmy breath ot night 
Another’s thoughts to me conveyed.

This potent spell seemed to descend 
Alike upon that other soul, *

Which caused bls thoughts with mine to blend, 
And mine before him to unroll.

To feel, to know before expressed, 
Each thought the human mind enfolds-

Thai Is a gift by none possessed 
. But those with sympathetic souls.

Oalvuton, Tex.

Original taass.
The Origin and Significance of 

Christmas.
BY DR. F. L. H. WILLIS.

The whole Christian world unites at this sea­
son of the year to do homage to the carpenter’s 
son of Bethlehem, of Judea. We Spiritualists 
believe that they do this blindly and in ignor­
ance of his true nature and character. We be­
lieve it is possible for us to render far more ac­
ceptable homage to him, if he lives still as an 
immortal spirit, and is still interested in our 
earth whereon he once dwelt as a mortal, than 
all the pomp and ceremony and all the costly 
display of all the churches of the land can be.

We believe that broad cathedral aisles, lofty, 
fretted arches, floating clouds of incense, grand 
displays of priestly adornments, and shrines 
and images decked with costly gems, and rhyth­
mic chants, and sonorous litanies, with majes­
tic organ peals, all tend to awe the senses and 
bewilder the heart, and that a more glorious 
Christmas light may bo born from the higher 
and truer conceptions of the Christ-Jife brought 
to us by angel hands, than can be found in any 
of our proud churches.

It seems to me that at this holiday season 
of festivity and rejoicing, the Spiritualists 
have more to rejoice in than any other people 
on earth, for to us has been given a key that 
unlocks al! Um .mysteries of tbe past.and lots 
in a flood of bright, golden light that illumines 
all the dark places wherein we so long and sad­
ly wandered, and the voice of the season to us 
is, “ Arise, let thy light shine.”

Amid the choral anthems of . rejoicing angels, 
amid the musical chimes of our own souls’ 
purified affections, may the Christ or own di­
vine life be born within us. Then will the 
beautiful joy-chimes of our own souls, in uni­
son with the choirs of the angels who surround 
us, repeat the anthem, “ Peace on earth, Good­
will to men.”

* But what is the true significance of the 
Christmas season of festivity? What was its 
origin? It is claimed that it is a Christian festi­
val, and many a devout Christian would deem 
it sacrilege to question its origin, or doubt for 
a moment that Christianity originated it in 
memory of the birth day of its founder. And 
yet this 25th of December, this dies Metis So­
lis. or birthday of the invincible sun-god, was 
celebrated as a festive day long before Jesus of 
Nazareth was born. The Hindus celebrated 
the 25th of December as far back as we have 
any records, even before the days of Moses. 
The people decorated their houses with gar­
lands and gilt paper, and made presents to their 
friends.

In Egypt, the 25th day of December was kept 
as a festival in honor of the birthday of the 
god Horas, because the sun at that period be­
gins to return from the winter solstice, and the 
god of the hours began a new cycle of events 
that was to bring back the fruitful seasons.

The religious rites and festivals of China, 
reach back, according to historical evidence, 
to days before the Hebrew account of creation. 
At the winter solstice, the last week in Decem­
ber was kept as a festival week. These festive 
days were called festivals of gratitude to Tien.

The same season has been a sacred season in 
Persia from time immemorial, kept in honor of 
Mithras, called the mediator, because at that 
time the sun begins to turn northward, and 
the 25th of December was the day of thanks­
giving for the coming again of the influences 
that should bring back the season of fruitage.

We have not space to trace back these fes­
tive celebrations, interesting as the study would 
be; but we find in all ages the 25th of Decem­
ber observed as a national day of rejoicing.

This season is Nature’s season of promise. 
The sun has reached his furthest northern 
point and has commenced his return. The 
rich promise of the summer lies in the glory of 
the changing course of the sun. No matter 
what we call the day, it has been loved and 

, cherished by all peoples in all ages, who in 
their hearts have acknowledged the love of 
heaven, as they remembered what to them, was 
life and good will to earth.

There is no one who does not love to think 
of the joy over the whole land at this season, 
and the bright anticipations in thousands of 

•^ young hearts. Humanity is made better 
through joy and rejoicing, for through joy and 
gladness the soul clothes herself with wings 
and soars into a higher region.

But what is it that the Christian world 
claims tq celebrate? They claim' that it is the 
birth of a light to the world. But how was 
the Nazarene a light unto the world? He de­
clared that the keeping of the commandments 
of love and purity were the means of light, and 
until the whole earth is filled with the spirit 
of love and of purity, the light of his life is not 
shining with any clearness, with any salvation.

The Nazarene represented to his age and 
time the inner revelation of spiritual life 
through love and truth, and the shining of his 
inner life brought to the earth the better and 
higher knowledge of spiritual things; but it is 
only when men perceive the light through their 
own love and truth that they know anything 
of his light. There must emanate from the in­
dividual first, through his condition, that life 
which shall permit the light to be born.

No matter how many saints have lived in the 
past, no matter bow much glory has shone 
upon the earth, it benefits not the individual 
save as it awakens in his inner life or soul 
some recognition of truth and love.

The earth awaits its true morning, and it is 
individuals who are to bring the day of beauty 
to it. Within every human heart is set the 
type of the day. No one can turn away from 
his responsibility. He who has humanity in 
him has a command written on his soul—“Arise, 
shine. Let thy life come,” for the divine man­
date of heaven lies not in words, but in life

itself. The decrees of the Almighty are not 
written • they live as life itself.

Therefore nt the Christmas season that typi­
fies the glorious day of life and light, that has 
been consecrated to joy and rejoicing from the 
remotest ages of antiquity because of the re­
turn of the glorious sun-god from his journey 
to the frozen regions of the North, bringing in 
his train life, light and joy, all the sweet tender 
beauty of the spring, the glory of the summer, 
the rich wealth and vivid splendor of autumn, 
and that was adopted by Christianity asame­
morial day of one who brought life, light, joy 
and gladness into the world, let us ask ourselves 
these questions: Why does not the full light 
of . my spiritual life shine forth into thadark­
ness of the world? Why do I, the recipient of 
so much light and truth from the angel-world 
that has been revealed to me as impinging so 
closely upon this that I can sense its nearness 
and realize its ministrations, why do I give forth 
the shadows and not the light? Why am I not 
alight unto the world? Why am J not a way 
of salvation? why is not my path radiant with 
spiritual glory? Within the heart, intellect 
and soul of each one of us lies the glory of the 
sun, the power of the sunlight. .

Ah! we love to remember the light of love 
and truth that-illumined the ages gone. It 
shone over India and Persia, over Chaldea 
and Egypt, and radiantly, over the fair land 
of Judea. Its golden glory has reached down 
through the ages, because it was the light of 
love, truth and charity. But it shone only 
through human hearts, and it shines to-day on 
the earth through no other channels. Do we 
know of the golden glory, we Spiritualists? If 
we do, it is because we have it in our hearts, 
and so from without it touches our life, and 
light springs forth.

Then let us Spiritualists be glad together at 
the festal season. Let us with thesun.begin 
again our onward course, and out of darkness 
bring light, out of coldness bring warmth, out 
of sorrow bring joy, out. of fear bring trust, 
out of evil bring goodness. Then may we hear 
in our souls the anthem of the angels, and as 
the hours with soft and regular tread march 
toward the grand future, so let us trustingly 
put on our garments of light and lead the season 
of beauty and harmony from out the season of 
wrong and inharmony.

Some Thoughts Suggested by Yule- 
Tide, and the New Year of 1895.

BY LUTHER R. -MARSH.

They come on apace—the holidays, and the 
New Year. There is no stay, there is ,no de­
lay. Onward moves the procecsion c5 the sea­
sons. Individuals may step out, and even na­
tions fall—Time is indifferent to it all! Great 
men may disappear, but it leaves no “gap in 
nature." Friends may depart, but the almanac 
goes on. Day follows day and night the night, 
with an inevitable regularity. And soon the 
wounds caused by the loss of friends are cica­
trized; new conditions come, and, knowing 
that such events are only incidents in progres­
sion, we become content, and would not, if we 
could, have the old state of things—pleasant 
as it was—return.

So we would not call Luther Colby back, 
even if we could. If we could speak the poten­
tial word which would place him in the old edito­
rial chair, it would not be spoken. Nor would 
he wish to return. It would be a long step 
backward. With him the infirmities of age 
are gone. lie is released from the impediments 
of the flesh. The bickerings and ingratitude al­
ways incident to an editorial position give him 
no trouble now. Pecuniary embarrassments, 
caused by over-generosity, are unknown. The 
thousand different forms of the discipline of 
life are no more. How to drdw from that exu­
berant brain and that noble heart lessons of 
wisdom and love to fill the columns of The 
Banner, for the benefit of man' and the en­
lightenment and advancement of his race, is a 
problem which no longer every week keeps 
him awake and alert.

But he is not idle. He finds the scope of 
labor immensely enlarged and his capacities 
illuminated. He is not “cabined, cribbed, con­
fined” in a narrow sphere. New scenes and 
fields of usefulness are opened before him. 
Space and time are nothing to him. He 
need not wait on the lazy hours. He need 
not fear the loss of position, except to be ex­
alted to higher ones. A consecrated earth life 
produces its legitimate results. Peace, light, 
happiness are his. He looks back on a glowing 
track across the earth-sphere, and be looks for­
ward to opening vistas of beauty and useful­
ness. The past is pleasant to review and the 
future all aglow. So we would not call him 
back if we could. Rather would we press for­
ward to meet him. to hear his voice of wel­
come, and to reunite with him in the endeavor 
to mitigate the woes of humanity on the earth 
and ameliorate its condition.

While, therefore, we mourn, let us also re­
joice. Let no black badge of mourning attest 
our sorrow; let, rather, a banner of white sig­
nify our joy. sign of purity and token of peace. 
Well is it with him; well will it be with us if 
we follow his example.

The Banner still floats. Long may it wave 
over a people advancing in spiritual truth and 
a heavenly life. For many a year it has braved 
the tempest. Though at times clouds were 
thick, and threatening winds swept all around, 
the subsidence of the storm revealed the folds, 
untorn, untarnished, waving brightly as before. 
So may it be hereafter. To every part of the 
earth it has borne immortal truths. It has 
brought life and immortality to light. It has, 
with many a soul, dispelled all fear of death. 
It has shown the dark and sullen river, which 
has been supposed to be a dividing barrier be­
tween the physical and the spiritual worlds, to 
be a myth, a fancy, an unreality; not even a rivu­
let is there. With one hand the departing soul 
grasps the hands of earth-friends as they fade 
on the sight, and the other feels the warm glow 
of spirit hands to welcome the new comer; the 
transition is immediate and simultaneous. This 
new knowledge, this most comforting assur­
ance, has The Banner brought to the denizens 
of earth.

Ah 1 could the people, the whole people, know 
the immateriality, the triviality of their usual 
pursuits, the comparative value of them, and 
duly appreciate the importance to them in the 
present, and in the unending hereafter, of the 
truths brought to light by the new dawn, there 
would not be a household nor business place in 
all the land, and in all lands, where Banners 
of Light would not be welcome visitors; this 
in time is bound to be. The spread of Modern 
Spiritualism is beyond all precedent; nothing 
like it has ever occurred. Starting with infant 
maidens, it has progressed over the continents 
and the isles of the sea. Rostrums are estab­
lished in all the cities; newspapers spread the 
advancing intelligence throughout Christen­
dom ; books issue from the press from the ablest

pens: sensitives are developed in many a fam­
ily; the thoughts of med -more and more are 
loosened from their hold on things material 
and dwell on the real realities of life. It is a 
new dispensation; it be come to flood the 
World. Old ideas are vansWng. Men are find 
Ing out that as children tlify have been playing 
with “childish things,” aiA that now,'coming 
to manhood, they snould/put them away and 
deal with the verities of life. -MH

Hail, the auspicious day Ab one of the her­
alds of light, we trust tnlifyeaf 1895 will hold 
both its arms widebpen Ao enfo'd The Ban­
ner with endearing caresses.
=====^

/rtf g|»^l.
Belief in the Existence of the Un­

known God; The Error of Mate- 
rialism.[*]

At my last visit to the Lyceum I was sur- 
prlspd to bear from this platform utterances 
which are utterly opposed to the teachings 
which come to us from the realms of spiritual 

light, and which have been-given to humanity 
from man’s first emergence from animal un­
derstanding into the light of reason, spirit and 
intelligence. ’ ‘ s \

■ Man has been God-taught from the begin­
ning, and then, as now, the divine wisdom was 
transmitted down through the successive spir­
itual planes, from the highest to the lowest. 
In and through this the evolution of humani­
ty has been accomplish'!!. Through this we 
are ever being and becoming; and this wonder­
ful advancement in civilization—these result­
ants of human brain-work and toil—received 
the first impetus from in high. This world 
was made by God—and not by humanity. We 
owe all to the wisdom < f the Infinite. The 
law that governs all thin: s, from the birth of a 
crystal to the orbits of the planets, have pro­
ceeded from the Most High God.

To say, then, that there is no God—that Na­
ture and her laws are ov r all—is as absurd as 
to assert that we lived in the night, neglecting 
the day, or that we lived in the day, neglecting 
the night—the daylight and darkness being 
complements of each other. Duality exists in 
all things, animate or inanimate, aud its mani­
festation forms the triad.

There is thus a trinity in all things. The 
trinity of man is spirit, oul and body. The 
trinity in man is the coni erpart of the divine 
triad, following the old t .cult law, “as above 
below.” The divine tj■ r&w>s the first emana­
tion from the great unknown God. His thought 
was manifested through the Three. The third 
person of that Trinity, the Son of the Unknown 
Father, became the man|festor or creator of 
the Cosmos. Primitive man worshiped Him 
under many names. He was known as the 
Great God Pan; as Taut, and in later days as 
Bacchus. He was the God of Generation, the 
God of Nature, whose lav/s he formulated. He 
was one with the Fathen as you, too, are one 
with him; for we are all God's children.

To worship nature while asserting that there 
is no God save nature, or humanity, is a con­
tradiction and a fallacy. In the spiritual 
worlds, from the lowest to the highest, they all 
look up to the Infinite Oue, whose power and 
wisdom dominate the universe. He is the 
source of all things. He is Infinite Love, Mercy 
and Wisdom. The great unknown Father is 
so far beyond us in the glory of his wisdom, 
power and majesty that it is useless for our 
finite minds to attempt to understand the In­
finite.

By evolution in long ages to come we may 
rise up to that plane in the realms of light 
where our minds may be opened and illumin­
ated, and we may be enabled to understand 
him and his beneficence.

For your spiritual well being—your spiritual 
advancement—it is necessary that you acknowl­
edge the existence and supremacy of the Most 
High God. Can your little ones be brought up 
like the plants of the earth ? How are they to 
know right from wrong? Must they find out 
the bitterness that comes through ignorance 
from the School of Experience—or should they 
be instructed in a knowledge of truth and spir­
ituality, which will enable them to forego the 
miseries that come from wrong-doing, and to 
perceive the existence of an all-wise and infinite 
God, and his infinite love and harmony.

We are all floating upon the stream of evolu­
tion. Our mistakes retard our progress, and 
are paid for in sorrow and bitterness; for ex­
perience is a hard school—but its lessons are 
lasting.

Understanding the truth we can avoid much 
unhappiness, and shorten our periods of “ pro­
bation ’’ as we rise upward through the spirit­
ual planes, and approach the Source of Light. 
Knowing this, my Iriends, let us instruct our 
little ones, that their possibilities may become 
greater than our own. Let the teachings of 
spiritual light and truth be poured forth upon 
them. Let them know, reverence and love the 
pure spirits that hover around them, and let 
them ever turn with love and trust to our 
Heavenly Father, whose children we are: to 
the great unknown God—the cause of ah love, 
harmony and existence.

In teaching the young tell them of one who, 
nearly two’thousand years ago, gave men a 
message.' Tell them of the Galilean, Jesus 
Christ, who gave up his life for the truth’s 
sake. Scoffed and persecuted by the ignorant 
and bigoted, he suffered at the hands of that 
humanity be loved.

Call him what you will- enthusiast, medium, 
or God-inspired; but do not revile one who 
now- as then is a light for humanity.

Are our souls so pure? is our love of hu­
manity so great? are our skirts so clean and 
our lights so bright that we can afford to con­
sign the Christ to the darkness? Or is it 
ignorance, bigotry, the absence of love and 
human sympathy that causes individuals to 
follow the example of the Jews, and mock 
at Jesus Christ—a pure and perfect man, a 
son of God—who, well knowing the end, still 
sought not to avert it; and striving to help his 
fellow-men be died upon the cross through love 
of humanity.

Charles A. Foster, Lieut. U. S. Navy. 
Dec. 19,1894.

* This paper was read at a recent session ot the Children's 
Progressive Lyceum of Boston, and Is here published by 
request of Its officers.

“BERTHA LEE;”
OR, 

MARRIAGE.

TO THE MEMORY OR MY HUSBAND THIS TALE IS DEDICATED.

Written Exprenly for the Banner of Light, 

BY MRS. ANN E. PORTER, 
Author of << Dora Moore," “ Country Neighbore," Etc,, Etc.

Is this a Christian country? asks the independence 
(Rap.) Star. Is our civilization a Christian civiliza­
tion? It thinks that a thoughtful person will pause 
before answering. Nominally, we are a Christian 
country; but the real question is how much of the 
spirit ot Christ's teachings Is to be found in our ordi­
nary legislation; how as to bearing one another's 
burdens; Is it not the sole alm of onr selfish monopo­
listic system of laws to throw off our own burdens on 
somebody else?

CHAPTER XXIII—Continued.
The next day was Sunday, and Deacon 

Abram came, as usual. I resolved to keep my 
eyes open now; for I would gladly prevent the 
good, honest soul from walking right into the 
Slough of Despond. I was sure if he once got 
in, he was one of the sort that would stay there 
a long time. He was rather heavily built, 
in body and soul; and then he would keep his 
eyes so steadily fixed on the side from whence 
Helen had vanished, that he would not see rhe 
messenger with white robes sent to aid him, 
on the further side of the slough. •; *

There is generally, in the country, along in­
termission between the afternoon and evening 
services. This evening Helen was occupied in 
the kitchen, though I did not observe that 
the supper was more varied or more skillfully 
got up than usual. Early in the evening, 
just before the service, Mr. Gray came, bring­
ing his mother with him. I have not men­
tioned tier to the reader before, for the pic­
ture would not. be particularly pleasing. She 
was a stern woman, whom trials had hardened, 
and who had never been refined or softened 
by intercourse with polished society. Her hus­
band died when her children were young, and 
she had struggled with poverty, and had almost 
of necessity acquired parsimonious habits, and 
a bard, suspicious temper. Helen, I think, 
must have resembled her father, whose like 
ness expressed a mild, thoughtful tempera­
ment.

Mrs. Gray was introduced to “baby ’’atonce, 
whom she pronounced a fine-looking child, 
“the picture of its fathrr,” and advised me not 
to b? too tender and delicate with it. One of 
her first questions was if I allowed it to sleep 
with me.

“Oh, yes! I cannot put it away from me 
yet, and during this cold weather. Beside, Dr. 
Cameron said that the young babe needed, for 
some weeks, the warmth which the mother 
would impart—nature taught us this with all 
young animals.”

“Dr. Cameron! ” said Mr. Gray, “have you 
been seeking advice from him? ”

“ He called here last evening.”
As 1 spoke, I noticed Helen’s face; she was 

very pale, and there was a troubled look in her 
eyes.

“ Well, now, I think that is right,” said Dea­
con Abram; “the poor little lamb that the 
mother will not own dies of cold! ”

“You have a good argument,” I said to my­
self; but not so thought Mrs. Gray.

“That maybe the case with lambs,” said 
she, “but not with babies, and I advise Calvin 
to have a crib bought at once, and place the 
child in it at night!”

“ 1 think you are right, mother,” said Mr. 
Gray, “and I am sure it will add to my com­
fort, for it is very annoying to me to sleep with 
a child! ”

1 said no more, but clasped Lily closer to my 
bosom. Aunty Paul came in just then, anil 
we went, to my room, where I was foolish 
enough to rest my head on her shoulder and 
ween a little.

“You are tired and nervous.” she said; “lie 
down and I will undress the baby, and lay her 
by your side—nothing quiets a mother like 
that.”

I heard tie rest of the family when they 
came from evening service, and I was sure it 
was Deacon Abram’s voice that I heard under 
my window, and his foot,

“ A-raspin’ on the scraper.”
He never had come to us at that time before, 

and from certain soft glances toward Helen 
that day, and some mysterious hints that Mr. 
Gray had thrown out a few days previous, I 
suspected that he was resolved to settle his 
destiny at once. We were called to evening 
prayers, and I saw that Helen was still pale, 
but her lips were compressed and her eyes 
downcast. I guessed now why Mrs. Gray had 
come—mother and son were both anxious that 
this union should take place, and the will of' 
the one was derived from the other; it was 
not easy to thwart them in their purposes.

As soon as prayers were over, Helen asked 
for Lilian.

“She is witli Aunt Paul in my chamber.”
“I must bid her good-night,” and she went 

out of the room. My own duties called me 
away, and I could not return. I do not know 
how long Mr. Gray and his mother remained 
in the parlor with the Deacon, but I was awak­
ened out of my fl rat sleep by Mr. Gray—

“ Bertha, where is Helen ? ”
“ I supposed she was in the parlor.”
“ She has not been there since prayers.”
“ Where is the Deacon ? ” I asked.
“ In the parlor with mother. It seems to me 

Helen was rather rude to our guest.”
I slipped on a loose wrapper, and went to 

Helen's room. There she was, in bed, and 
asleep, looking lovely and pure, almost, as my 
own Lily. I kissed her cheek softly, and left 
her. Mr. Gray was angry.

“The girl is beside herself,” said he. “She 
must know that the Deacon is here to see her; 
and it is wrong to trifle with his feelings in 
this way."
“Perhaps it was from regard to his feelings, 

Mr. Gray, that she left the room.”
“ Yes, yes—no doubt you think so, Mrs. Gray. 

I have suspected all along that you were no 
aid to us in this matter. Your influence, had 
you chosen to exert it, might have turned the 
scale for the Deacon.”

“ I am no matchmaker, Mr. Gray. If there 
is mutual love here, there will be no difficulty 
in the way, as Helen must be aware of your 
wishes/*

“ There is as much love as is necessary in this 
case, and one would suppose that you might 
have, by this time, discarded those foolish, 
school-girl notions that ruin so many for life, 
where passion leads judgment captive.”

“ What will you have me do, Mr. Gray ? ’’ 
He looked at me sternly.

.“It does seem, Bertha, sometimes, as if you 
were destitute of the tact and sense which 
most women possess. Here is an opportunity 
for you, by a little delicate management, to 
ensure Helen a home for life, and you do not 
seem to have any more notion how to act your 
part than that sleeping child!”

“I do not understand what you mean by 
‘delicate management,'Mr. Gray. Please de­
fine my duties in this matter more accurately.”

“You are incorrigible, Mrs. Gray, and will­
ful, also. I '11 see myself if Helen cannot be 
made to treat my guests with more civility. 
She will have a home here no longer unless 
she can comply with my wishes.”

All this time Mr. Gray’s mother was playing 
the agreeable to the Deacon, and I was a little 
malicious to smile when I thought of the poor 
deacon’s anxious state of mind, the interest of 
mother and son, while Helen, unconscious of 
it all, was roaming in the land of dreams! Mr. 
Gray was walking the room in my chamber.

“Well, Mr. Gray,” said I, “if you wish my 
mind on the subject, it is this: that, as the clock 
has already struck eleven, and it is time that 
the household of a minister’,s family should be 
in bed, and the house quiet; Deacon Abram be 
invited to take a room for the night—if he in 
timid about riding to Scrabble so late—and in 
the morning he can relieve his mind, and set­
tle the question with Helen.”

“ Your sense of the fitness of things is about 
equal to your tact, Mrs. Gray.” And he walked 
out of the room.

In a few minutes afterward I heard Deacon 
Abram leave the house, and Mrs. Gray go to 
Helen’s room. What took place there I do not. 
know; but the next morning Helen looked' 
weary, as if she had slept little, and avoided 
my room. She did not return from her class 
that day till tea-time, an hour later than usual, 
and 1 noticed that her cheeks were flushed, her 
eyes bright, but her manner was hurried and 
confused.

I expected Deacon Abram again tins even­
ing, and I was not disappointed. He came 
soon after tea.

CHAPTER XXIV. 
MR. GRAY’S MOTHER.

?S^HERE is but little happiness in this world 
Purer aRd sweeter than that which the 
young mother enjoys in the care of her 
first-born child. As 1 look back now 

upon that winter, it seems like a green spot in 
the desert, full of little rivulets of delight. 
Tliere is certainly no love so pure and holy, for 
when the sacred writer wishes to express the 
never-failing love of our God, he finds no strong­
er figure than t his: “ Can a mother forget her 
sucking child? ” I thought then that I should 
never doubt God’s love again. Whenever I 
folded my darling to my bosom, my whole soul 
was filled with gratitude for the gift, and ado­
ration for the giver. No matter what were my 
perplexities in the household, or my trials in 
the parish; if my husband found fault with his 
shirts or the dinner, or busy tongues censured 
the minister’s wife for real or fancied faults—I 
forgot them all the moment Lily nestled to my 
side, or smiled and put out her little hands 
toward me.

Some good, prosaic old woman told me that I 
must not love my child too well—I should make 
an idol of it. "Not love it too much!" As if it 
were a mother’s duty to strive against that 
affection which God implanted; to push back, 
keep down the warm outgushings of the soul 
toward the helpless little one who has nothing 
else but love for you, to whom you are in its 
infancy as God is to you; for does it not “live, 
move, and have its being” through you? As 
well pray that God would not love us, his de­
pendent creatures, too well. No; the highest, 
strongest, purest love is that which will make 
the greatest, sacrifices for the lovej object. It 
is the weak mother, whose love is weak, like ■ 
her character, that spoils her child by foolish 
fondness. That love which is strong and deep . 
and steady, like a noble river, growing deeper 
and broader as time carries it onward, never 
yet spoiled a child; but a weak, foolish fond­
ness, irregular and changeable as an African • 
stream, without depth, and sometimes lost in 
the sand of selfishness, is the ruin of thousands.

Mr. Gray sometimes accused me of this kind 
of affection; for, when his mother said that I 
must not sleep with Lily, I objected to the ar­
rangement. Mr. Gray would admit no fire in 
our room at night, though the thermometer 
sometimes sunk to twenty degrees below zero, 
Fahrenheit. Now Lily was a restless child 
when asleep, often throwing the bed-clothes 
from her, and I feared she would suffer from 
cold, if alone. But Mr. Gray’s “I insist upon 
the experiment” was decisive. The oribwak 
procured, as his mother suggested, and Lily 
laid away for the night. It was a bitter cold 
night in February. I did not sleep for some 
hours, for I was obliged to cover her frequently. 
Weary, at last, I fell asleep, but was awakened 
toward morning by her cries. She was very 
cold, and seemed like ice as I took her into my 
bed to soothe and warm her. The result of •. 
that night was a severe cold for her and my­
self ; but Mrs. Gray said “persevere,” and her 
son echoed her words, only varied by the tone 
of command. I lost my sleep. To be sure, that 
was a minor consideration; hut Lily’s oold 
grew worse, till one day in March she was 
threatened with croup, and was with great 
difficulty saved. The doctor insisted upon a 
little fire in the room, to moderate the cold of 
a very severe season; and both the child and 
myself were made more comfortable.

Mrs. Gray also thought me very notional to 
wish that my child should be fed only from its 
mother for some months. She fed her children, 
and it did not hurt them. Why should n’t I do 
the same? Id vain 1 protested against Ik-Poor 
little Lily was fed with tea, and bread, and po­
tato-articles for which she bad no Inclination. 
And once, when I came into the room, and aMr
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wrong, for w Cameron Sava that a child should 
ntnr eating food until !U teeth are formed; 
bMluOfr^^'''' '■■

I stopped short, for I felt It would be rude 
to tell her that Laid n’t like to have food thus

ft

prepared. It wks well 1 stopped there, for she 
was angry enough then.

" I do n t think that Dr. Cameron, or my son’s 
wife, can tell me anything new about raising 
children. I have had a husband and seven chil­
dren, and have burled the father, and five of 
the children, and surely ought to know some­
thing about Infants ana sickness.”

I made no reply, but carried Lily to take her 
afternoon sleep. When I returned to the room 
Mr. Gray and his mother were engaged in con­
versation, and the former said:

"Ohl no, it can’t be possible; he’s a dark, 
mysterious man, whom nobody knows, or cares 

1 to know. But Helen must stop her recitations 
at once.”

“What did she say to you in the study to­
day?” said Mrs. Gray, who seemed inclined to 
continue the subject, notwithstanding my pres­
ence.

"■She said, decidedly, that she would not 
marry the deacon—it was of no use to urge her. 
The truth is, her head is full of foolish, roman­
tic notions, which she has imbibed, in a meas 
ure, from Bertha. Bertha,” he added, turning 
tome, "the reports are that Helen has bet.) 
seen walking with Dr. Cameron; that-he has 
called here to see her, and that you encourage 
the intimacy. Knowing as you do our wishes 
with regard to Deacon Abram, I ask an explana­
tion of your conduct.”

I felt my spirit rise and my cheek flush at 
this assertion; but as it is the truth only that 
wounds, I was enabled to reply calmly:

“ So far from that being the case I could with 
greater safety trust her happiness with the 
deacon: he has an honest, faithful heart, and 
loves her sincerely.”

“Why. then, do you not give him encourage- 
' ment? To-day be said to me, ‘If your wife 

were only on my side- but she has never spoken 
one word of encouragement.’ ”

"Because lam assured Helen does not love 
him; and a marriage without love is a mar­
riage without God’s blessing—that only is heav­
en’s certificate. The State may sanction, and 
the priest officiate, but there is no true mar­
riage.”

Mr. Gray wassileiit, but it was the silence of 
suppressed anger; he was pale around the 
mouth, and the lips were firmly set, but his 
eyes flashed a glance at me which made my 
heart stand still. I was thinking only of Helen 
when I spoke, but had I not pronounced con­
demnation upon myself?

“I think you are very peculiar in your no­
tions,” said Mrs. Gray, “and if everybody 
thought with you, there would be few mar­
riages.”

“ And less misery! ” I could not help adding.
“One thing is certain,” continued she, with 

a raised voice; “thisis noplace for Helen when 
I am not here; such romantic notions will un­
fit her for the realities of life. We are poor, 
and Helen can hardly afford to throw away 
such a chance as this. The deacon has the best 
farm in Vernon; he is a truly good man, sound 
in doctrine and right in practice; he loves 
Helen, and 1 think if she bad been only under 
my inflence and Calvin’s, she would have 
learned to return that love.”

“-Never!" 1 said, with emphasis. "Helen 
knows her own heart, and she will be true to 
herself. It may lead to suffering and sorrow. 
I fear it for her; but the end will be peace.”

I could have said more—for the spirit of 
prophecy seemed upon me-but I checked my­
self.

“That will do,” said Mr. Gray. "Perhaps 
you would do well towritea novel; it, would 
take, I fancy, especially with sentimental 
school girls, and swarthy Spanish-looking ad­
venturers, who come into a place without ref­
erence or church-membership.”

1 made no reply, but, waiting a few moments 
to bear what further charges were brought 
against me, and finding that Mr. Gray sought 
his newspaper, and his mother her sewing, I 
went into the kitchen.
“I’m glad you've come,” said Aunty Paul, 

“ for your mother Gray has been in the kitchen 
giving me some lessons in cooking. She says I 
must put no more eggs in my doughnuts—it’s 
apiece of extravagance; that my pie-crust is 
altogether too rich; and she has made some 
for a pattern—come, just taste of it; it's tough 
as leather, is n’t it? Then she went into the 
cellar, and examined the preserves, and is full 
of astonishment at your profusion. ‘No won­
der,’she says,‘that Calvin complains of his 
salary—it is enough to ruin any man.’ I found 
her in one of the chambers yesterday, examin­
ing the feather-beds; and she insists upon it 
that there are too many feathers in them. Two 
of them will make three, she says, and she pro­
posed to me to help her change them.”

“That is cool,” I said. “Why, my father 
gave me those beds just as they are—and I 
would not have them touched.”

“Oh! but you are a mere child, and need 
guidance and teaching! Now, Mrs. Gray, I do 
not wish to make trouble with your relations, 
but if you could get the little Irish girl that we 
had last winter when you were sick, to stay 
awhile in the kitchen, I will go away a few 
weeks and see my son that lives in Vershire; 
and when Mrs. Gray leaves, if you wish, I will 
return. She prefers to manage the household, 
and I am afraid that she and myself will not 
live harmoniously together.”

Now Aunty Paul did not tell me that she 
had heard the subject of her dismissal discussed 
by Mrs. Gray and tier son, and that she was 
only anticipating their wishes. The good soul 
knew, how much I loved her, and how necessary 

\ she bad become to me; she knew, too, how 
much pain it would give me to have her dis­
missed by them, and she doubted my power to 
retain her. It grieved her to part from me 
and Lily, and I think she hoped that Mr. Gray 
would favor her return when his mother should 
leave; but she bad her fears that it might not 
be so. This, however, I learned afterward, and 
therefore willingly gave my consent to her de­
parture then, as she needed change and rest.

My father and mother, however, came the 
next day, and Aunty remained with me dur­
ing their visit, and everything moved on with 
its accustomed regularity, her Housewifery and 
culinary skill being the admiration of my fath­
er. Lily was, of course, the centre of attrac­
tion to my guests, and even my mother seemed 
more geutle and kind than was her habit form­
erly. Eddie was in school, preparing for a col­
lege course. Joe sent Lily a package of sweet­
meats and an India rubber rattle, which last 
was quite a favorite with her. My father said 
Joe should come to see the baby soon; I felt as 
if the darling could have no warmer friend, 
and I determined she should learn to say “Un­
cle Joe.”

My friends stayed but a few d^ys; one of 
those days was Sunday, and my father said that 
he had beard but few sermons better than Mr. 
Gray’s morning discourse, from the text “ What 
is truth?”

"I think, Bertha,” he said, “that Mr. Gray 
improves; his style is good, his delivery, if 
not graceful, is dignified, and bis arguments 
terse and weighty; perhaps he is more useful 
here than he would have been on missionary 
ground."

I made no reply to the last remark, for it was 
still a sore subject with me.

"Are you not happy, my child?” said my 
father, tenderly. Lily was sitting in my lap as 
he spoke, and her little bands were playing 
with my curls. I clasped her closer to my 
bosom, and said:

“Can I be otherwise than happy, father?" 
' “ Children are a precious blessing, Bertha,” 
he replied ; "Lwell remember your mother’s 
happiness the year after your birth.” And yet 
he did not seem quite satisfied with my answer.

Afy father gave me money to buy a carpet 
and stove for Aunty Paul, and I pleased my­
self with the thought of having them in her 
room when she should return. She left the 
day after my father; I missed her sadly.- The 
awkward Irish girl was but a poor exchange, 
even In the kitchen, and of course out of it she 
had no sphere. Aunty Paul could make a bed 
and hush the baby with more skill than any 
one else; then, if I were weary and dispirited, 
she always had a promise from the Bible; If I 
were Impatient or faithless she prayed with 
me, and if I grew faint and worn with night*

WAtahlutf jmd anxiety, she knew best how to 
ooolc the delicate quail, or the bowl of oysters. 
I went awes’ind wept a little-just al! ttie-for 
my childish habit of shedding tears was not 
wholly broken. : i

Mr. Gray's mother assumed at once the man­
agement of the household, without any ac­
knowledgment of another head. I did not feel 
this to be right but I was overawed by her 
stronger will, and partly by a wish to have no 
contention with her; but I resolved1 to watch 
my beds, and as Aunty Paul had baked a large 
quantity of pies and cake, I thought I would 
remain quiet for the present. But not so did 
the Irish girl resolve, and In less than a week 
there was trouble with her, and one washing 
day about noon she left us literally “in the 
suds.” It was difficult to procure another, and 
we liv,ed without one for some time. In six 
weeks we changed three times, for either 
through my own want of skill, or the girls' in­
capacity, or a dislike to Mrs. Gray, we could 
not retain them. I was very wear, of this life, 
and was very-thankful when my fathersent for 
mfe to come home and stay a few weeks. The 
weather was very mild for the season, and Col. 
James had kindly offered to take me in his car­
riage, which he fitted very comfortably for the 
purpose. Mr. Gray did not object to this ar­
rangement, ns it saved his purse and his time. 
My mother Gray said that it would be just the 
time for me to go, as she could take care of 
things in my absence. Helen was to go with 
me. but return in two or three days.

Never were two ladies better cared for than, 
were wo by the gallant old bachelor, and Lily 
was perhaps the happiest of the group, though 
all of us found it very agreeable. The Colonel 
was very entertaining with his reminiscences 
of younger days, and as he had been a great 
traveler, he had a fund of information that 
never failed him. He told us the story of the 
watch, with many little additional particulars.

“There was something in the adventure,” 
said he, “ that excited my curiosity and inter­
est for a long time. I would give the value of 
the watch for a sight of those two faces again. 
That of the lady was fair and delicate, with a 
profusion of brown hair, and a soft hazel eye, 
such as we seldom see. The man’s face was a 
study; and though 1 saw it only when under 
the influence of pain, it was an index of a 
marked character, powerful either for good or 
ill. Once since I have met such a face; it was 
in the town of B„ at a trial in the court room; 
but it vanished in the crowd, and though I 
tried to get a glance of it again, it was in vain. 
Sometimes I have thought he was one of a band 
of robbers that at that time infested the east 
of England. If so, he was a leader; there were 
romantic stories told of one such, who was a 
scion of nobility, but, disgusted with a. life of 
folly and fashion, quitted it for the dangerous 
sport of a free Robin Hood life in the woods. 
My friend Herbert insisted upon it, Mrs. Gray, 
that thelady’spictureboreastrongresemblance 
to yourself; and it was in this way he obtained 
the watch. And that reminds me that I met a 
gentleman in Boston last week that had just 
returned from the West Inflies, and had seen 
the Herberts. Poor Lilian is pining for Ver­
non and her little Lily. Her health is not good, 
and she will return as early as the season will 
permit; no medicine so good for her as the so­
ciety of her pet.”

When we arrived at my father’s we found Joe 
on the door-step. He had been seated there 
some hours, they said, to catch the first glimpse 
of “ baby.” His withered, wizened face lighted 
up with a pleasure that made him look beauti­
ful to me, and,when I put the child in his arms, 
and said, " This is Uncle Joe, Lily darling! ” 
and she, not knowing what was said, but un­
derstanding it was somebody mother loved, put 
out her little tat, chubby hand, and stroked his 
face, and crowed and laughed, it was too much 
fortlie poor fellow—the big tears ran slowly 
down his cheeks. This introduction was the 
beginning of a warm friendship between the 
two.

My visit home was pleasant, dimmed only by 
the absence of William, who was again in the 
Sandwich Islands on business. Edward came 
home to see me; lie was a fine manly boy, just 
ready to enter college; still his mother's idol. 
She had sacrificed everything to him, the hap­
piness of her husband’s children, and even her 
own personal ambition—for though possessing 
a passion for dress, she would part with all but 
bare necessities, if it were required, to furnish 
him with pocket money. So intense was her 
love, or worship, or ambition—I hardly know 
what to call it—that it was oppressive even to 
the object of it, and I think he had some per­
ception of its selfishness, and half suspected 
that were he deformed or imbecile, the love 
would be diminished thereby. But he had a 
fine person, a noble heart, arid a good intellect, 
and the ambitious mother looked forward to 
the close of his college life with great eager­
ness and fond hope. I could not help sharing 
it with her, and 1 entered into his future plans 
with an interest second only to hers.

My father never seemed nearer or dearer to 
me than during this visit—he shared with Joe 
the care of Lily—she, however, rather inclining 
to the latter, but preferring these two to any 
nurse, even her mother. 1 loved to watch my 
father with Lily in his arms; it recalled the 
“long, long ago,” when I sat so proudly on the 
same throne. I saw with pain that the gray 
hairs had increased on his head, and that his 
step was not so firm or buoyant; and now and 
then he would say “lam tired,” which was a 
strange phrase on his lips. What a shudder 
comes over the heart when we perceive for the 
first time that a father is growing old! It comes 
suddenly upon us at last, and the feeling is so 
painful that we put it away, and if it returns, 
allow ourselves only to think of a long old age, 
fpll of quiet, and of pleasant memories—an old 
age that we can watch, and comfort, and care 
for.

But he looked young compared to Mrs. 
Towle. She still came to wash, for my father 
was one that loved familiar faces in the kitch­
en, as well as in his office and parlor. She was 
worn and old; for, she said, the world had gone 
rather hard with them. Iler husband, she de­
clared was the best man in the world, and she 
wouldn’t change him for the President-no, 
not even the old hero Jackson I-but somehow 
or other he hadn’t the "gumption” to get 
ahead.

“Sometimes,” said she, "I think lien’s too 
honest for the rogues around him—he can’t 
think anybody will be. so wicked as to cheat 
him, and so, if he gets any money, it is soon 
gone. The children are doing well, and will 
soon be able to take care of me. Thank God, 
they are good children, with no bad habits— 
that is a great blessing! Ye see, Bertha, a poor 
woman like me that has to work hard for a liv­
ing, can pray for her children, if she can do 
nothing else; so, when I stand at the wash-tub 
I pray that their little hearts may be washed 
and made pure by divine grace; and when I 
hang the clothes out in the pure air and bright 
sunlight, I look up to the sky and pray that my 
children may be clothed in white robes, and 
stand in the sunshine of God’s love up in the 
highest heaven.' It sounds queer, I know', to 
have such thoughts when one is scrubbing and 
rubbing in the kitchen; but I have n't time to 
dress and go to meeting like fine ladies, sol 
make a meeting of my own.”

As Mrs. Towle spoke she was fondling my 
baby. “ There, now, look at the little darling I 
bless her heart I that's your mother’s smile; it 
does me good to see it. What a comfort she '11 
beta you, Bertha! I’ve bad a bouse full of 
children, and not one too many; sometimes, 
when they came, 1 couldn’t tell where the 
bread was to come from to put into their 
mouths, but it was always 'made sure’ in some 
way—and then to think of having them all 
round you in heaven! Sometimes when I think 
of that I’m willing to die right away, and go 
first, that I may be there to meet them when 
they come. 1 have one there, you know, and 
it will make death easier, because it opens the 
door to her—it was my first-born. I gave that to 
God, just as the Jews gave the firstling of the 
flock, the precious lamb without spot or blem­
ish. God preserve this one to you; but remem­
ber, if he does take it, though you may be in 
such darkness that you can’t see a ray of light 
for days and weeks, yet there will come a time 
when you can look up, and your eyes will be 
opened to see a newstar in heaven! Don’t 
forget it; I feel drawn out to say It to you now. 
I've a notion, (it came into my head all of a 
sudden one day) that when God takes our chil­
dren from us, perhaps he gives ’em to those we 
love, that they may be taken care of in that 
way; who knows but my angel child Is with

your motherl It ’a in my head that the Ie, and 
It’s a great comfort to me I"

It W P «want to bear the good woman talk, 
and I felt like a Mid again when 1 went over 
the river to her own home, ae full of children 
now as ever, though no. babies.

I lingered at home some days longer than 1 
Intended. I was never as happy there, save In 
the earneat days of. my ohflahood-jierhaps 
never as happy In my life; for, since Lily was 
born to me,l Jiad learned trust arid faith In 
Qpd. At least I thought'so, and often said to 
myself. ” I will never doubt nls love again." I 
asked Mrs. Towle (f she noticed my father's 
care-worn look, and change In his step.

"Lal yes, ohlld^gBintno need of speota-. 
cles for that—I vM|Hkn that he has some 
secret trouble that we®8 upon him, but per­
haps It’s nothing but the Infirmities of age, 
which we must expect by this time. He came 
over here one day not longago, and hesatdown 
in that old arm-chair, and we talked an hour 
about old times—and ne made me tell him over 
and over about your mother's death, (I was 
with her, you know, and so was your father, 
but he was so overcome he did n’t know all she 

•said)— ’
* Husband, I ’ll cross the dark river first; but 

I'm not afraid—you are with me here, and I 
see an angel in white robes coming from the 
other side-1’ll ask him to come for you, too, 
when God calls you! ’

The women in the room thought her mind 
was wandering, but maybe it wasn’t. Who 
knows what dying folks see when this world is 
shut to them? Anyway, your father seemed to 
want to hear it acain, and when I had repeated 
it, he sat looking into the fire without speaking 
for some time."

When I left Oldbury Lily cried because Joe 
was not going wm us, and poor Joe found it 
hard to part fronwme baby.

Dear Oldbury I TAs we drove slowly through 
it that bright daytevery street through which 
we passed, and every house al most, was daguer- 
reotyped on my memory—tbere”was an old 
wood-colored house, sunk part way into the 
ground, where a revolutionary pensioner lived 
who used to tell me stories of the revolution. 
There be is now by the chimney-corner, with 
a dark velvet capon his head; he is weary with 
this wprld, and is waiting his discharge. In 
one room of that next house is a venerable old 
woman, to whom I used to carry a chicken and 
a mince pie every Thanksgiving, and she would 
put her hand on my head, and say, “The Lord 
God of Israel bless you, my darling! ” Now we 
are out of this long, narrow street, into the 
broad avenue which is the pride of the city, 
shaded by venerable elms, and adorned with 
fine mansions.. Now comes the old turnpike 
road, made familiar to me by my old school days 
7 every poplar and old pollard willow is famil­
iar as the race of a friend. I miss the old pine­
wood ; but, as we ride through, I recall vividly 
the robbery. Here is the very place, near the 
solitary pine—the last of the grove which some 
kind hand had spared.

“Stop a minute, Col. James! There,-right 
there, he came out and seized the reins—and 
on this side, near that old stone, the other ap­
peared. What a difference there was in them! 
The one, a rough, coarse Irishman; the .other 
-ah! now I recall his face, the very expres­
sion, as he locked at me; there was not a bit 
of the ruffian about it, but sad and gentle. 
Strange, passing strange-it is so like—well, 
what fancies we have! ’’

I was talking to myself, for the Colonel was 
watering the horses; but a strange, curious 
fancy haunted me all that day, very odd, in­
deed, but the reader shall learn it.

CHAPTER XXV.
LOVE’S TRIALS.

@SlT was a mild April day when we entered 
Vernon, a forerunner of spring, a sort of 
“promise to pay,” that was very pleasant

' to look upon. The village itself had be 
come endeared to me, for as a clergyman’s wife 
1 had found much that was bright and sunny; 
it was not all shady to me, and more than one 
kind friend smiled a welcome as we drove 
through the main street. At our own home 
Helen was watching for us, and when she 
threw her arms round my neck I saw the tears 
start in her eyes as she said:

“ Oh, Bertha, howmuch I have wanted you! ” 
Poor girl! [ kwpsbe was in trouble, and 

my heart ached fopher. Mr. Gray was more 
cordial than was Ips wont; he appeared very 
much as he did the evening 'long, long ago, 
when I came from Elmwood—almost fond and 
affectionate. I am sorry to say that it did not 
waken corresponding feelings in my own heart; 
I think 1 liked Mr. Gray best when he was 
most stern and reserved—perhaps because that 
mood was most natural to him—and perhaps 
because woman’s 1/gart is an odd, strange 
thing, full of whims. '

His mother was at the Sewing Society, and 
we had not the pleasure of her company at 
tea; but Mr. Gray petted Lily, giving her 
sugar, and allowing her to sit upon his knee, 
and even condescending to baby-talk. His eyes 
had an unusual brightness, and Helen and my­
self were thrown into a little wonder at this 
peculiar mood, for he laughed much, and even 
attempted a few jokes, a thing we had never 
noticed before. Helen was pleased, for she 
thought he had missed his wife and child, and 
was filled with pleasure at their return.

He did not, however, spend the evening with 
us, but remained in the study. Now the study 
was a place almost tabooed to the rest of the 
family. Mr. Gray was very neat and particu­
lar, and preferred taking the charge of it him­
self, seldom permitting any one to do it for 
him. He could not study with the baby in the. 
room, he said, and did not like playthings 
about. In the summer I had sometimes car­
ried a vase of flowers and placed it upon the 
table, but he said they annoyed him; there 
was danger of overturning them, and the with­
ered petals dropped upon the table. He wished 
nothing in his study that would divert his 
mind from his sermons. So, gradually, the 
study became a place consecrated wholly to 
his use, and I seldom ventured there. This 
evening, however, after baby was asleep, I 
thought I would go in and sit with him-per- 
haps ne would like to have me. I entered qui­
etly, but found him sleeping soundly on the 
lounge. I laid a shawl over him, and returned 
to my room, where Helen sat watching Lily, 
and singing in a low voice—

“ Should all the race of nature die, 
And none be left but he and I, 
For all the gold, for ad the gear, 
For all the lands both far and near, 
That, ever valor lost or won, 
I would not wed the earlie’s sonl ”

As she finished, I took it up and sung— 
” But Nora’s heart is lost and won, 

She wedded to the earlle’s son.”
She looked up, archly, and replied— 

“ The priest and bridegroom wait the bride, 
And dame and knight are there;

They sought her both by bower and ha’— 
The ladle was not seen I

She’s o’er the border and awa’ 
Wi’ Jock of Hazeldean.”

” Seriously, Helen," I said, as I took my sew­
ing and sat down in my accustomed seat by 
the fire, “how fares it with yourself and the 
deacon? If you could return his honest, sin­
cere affection, I think life might be very pleas­
ant to you."

There was the least curl of her pretty lip as 
I spoke, and the next instant a tear in her eye:

“ And you, too, Hertha 1"
“No, Helen-no, I will never advise you to 

accept the hand without the heart; but be­
ware, dearest, how and to whom you yield that 
precious treasure. I fear it is already lost. 
When, love enters the heart where there are 
gray hairs on the head; it makes a strong fort­
ress there. This passion is as much stronger 
as the experience is broader, and mind and 
body more mature.”

“Gray hairs. Bertha! precious few of them, 
and if there be some, the head looks all the 
better for the thread of silver.”

“ Yes, it is a noble bead, but far from being 
a perfect one; and the face—ah, Helen 1 I trem­
ble for you if your happiness for life is borne 
by the heart or which that face is the index."

“ What do you see there, Bertha?"
“Some of the lowest passions with some of 

the noblest virtues—a strange mixture of good 
and evil; a character to love and fear, but not 
a companion for the quiet fireside."

“Do you see no struggle there of good with 
evil?”

” Yes. 1 believe so."
“ Ana the good has conquered?

“Nut riliWSIor MM^uhtflk 
of past commotion, wn«Vbe,iettw^

at my face,” when you would say aught a«l»»t 
him. .you say II. againat, the. conviction* of your 
own heart. You well know your own strange 
Interest In tilth; and you may riot suspect t, 
but he hw similar feelings toward yourself. 
It was this which first led to our ,own more In 
tlmateacquaintance." ' ,

I could nbt deny this; but on the other hand 
I felt anxious for Helen. I could see only 
trouble for the future. She had steadfastly 
refused to see the deacon again, and her moth­
er, Indignant at this, insisted upon her return­
ing home with her.

■ Mrs. Gray owned a "small farm not far from 
Vernon, which she managed herself. It was 
on a lonely road, some distance from any neigh­
bor, so that their only society was a maiden 
sister of Mrs. Gray, a coarse, rough woman .of 
sixty, and a hired man. It was a dull home 
for Helen, and Mrs. Gray Intended to make it 
duller, if possible; so dull that Deacon Abram's 
pretty white cottage, with its agreeable neigh­
borhood, might seem more attractive.

Helen submitted without a murmur, and 
seemed more cheerful at the change than 
I expected. 1 was the sadder of the two 
when we parted. The house was very lonely 
without her; and the first evening, after Lily 
was asleep, I satdown awhile with my sewing, 
but I was so lonely that 1 ventured into the 
study. Mr. Gray was reading. I sat awhile 
till ne laid down his book, and. wishing for 
some excuse for my intrusion, said:

“I came in, Mr. Gray, to see if you can send 
for Aunty Paul to morrow.”

He rose, put some more wood in the stove, 
satdown, wrapped his study-gown around his 
knees, tilted his chair back, and looking at me 
a half a minute before he spoke, at last replied:

“ Mrs. Gray, when I married a wife, I wanted 
a helpmefet. You were anxious to go to India, 
to toil for the heathen beneath a burning sun, 
and in a climate where Americans live short 
lives. Neither danger nor toil discouraged 
you; and you professed great disappointment 
when I settled In this pleasant parish. Whether 
those professions were real, your own heart 
can answer. At least, you have now an oppor­
tunity to test your love for labor. My salary, 
you know, is but eight hundred dollars per 
year; this, with house-rent, wood and all the 
etceteras, will barely pay our expenses for the 
year, and when hired labor is added it materi­
ally increases the outlay. My mother says 
that you can save me a great deal by perform­
ing your own kitchen work. I think now you 
may begin.”

1 sat silent for a moment. I thought he 
might be right. 1 had never been accustomed 
to household labor, and of late the care of my 
child had absorbed my time; but I would now 
try to do as he wished, and I expressed myself 
thus.

“Very well,” said he; "I am glad that you 
view the matter in the same light with myself. 
An Irish girl, whom I have engaged, will wash 
for us.”

He then turned to his book; and I sat awhile, 
till I became sleepy, and rose to leave. It had 
been my custom since Lily’s birth to keep the 
watch in my sleeping room, and not finding it 
there this evening, 1 went to the place where 
it usually hung in the study for the purpose of 
taking it with me. It was not there.

“ Have you the watch. Mr. Gray ? ”
“No-I have sold it! ”
“Sold my watch,Mr. Gray 1 ” I exclaimed. 

“ 1 would n t have sold it for twice its value! ”
“ But 1 got three times its worth.”
“But, Mr. Gray, it was my watch, given to 

me before my marriage. I valued it too highly 
to part with it on any terms.”

“ I thought 1 had fully explained to you the 
rights of a Husband over his wife’s property.”

“ But, Mr. Gray, this was an uncalled for ex­
ercise of power. How could you do it? ”

“ Who gave you that watch, Bertha? ” 
The blood rushed to my face, and I felt con­

science-stricken; it was too true that I val 
ued the watch for.the giver’s sake. Such or- 
uaments were of no value to me in themselves, 
as I never had a fancy for jewelry of any sort. 
It was the last token of my childish friend­
ship; everything else had been sacrificed, and 
had I not, in my heart, dedicated that to Mr. 
Gray ? It was his in a higher sense even than 
the one in which he viewed it. Yes, he was 
right here; I must submit; better perhaps for 
my peace of mind that I should do so at once 
and cheerfully. But it was hard-so hard that 
I had to struggle with myself before I could 
reply.

" Mr. Herbert gave it to me—(how my voice 
trembled!) I thought you knew it, or I would 
have told you.”

“I did know it; and as I saw you valued it, 1 
thought it best to part with it, especially as I 
was offered a sum, as I told you, thrice its 
value. Sit down a moment; I have something 
to say to you."

1 trembled and grew sick at heart, but I 
obeyed him.

“Bertha, I am not ignorant of your childish 
attachment, nor of Mr. Herbert’s treatment of 
you; his conduct should liave weaned your 
heart wholly from him—perhaps it has, I have 
watched your conduct carefully; I have 
watched you when you supposed 1 was not 
near, and I freely acknowledge that 1 see noth 
ing to censure. But the heart is deceitful and 
desperately wicked: you cannot trust your 
self, and 1 have therefore a few rules which I 
wish you to heed! Next month the Herberts 
will be here. 1 do not wish you to go in there 
while Mr. Herbert is at home; 1 prefer that 
there should-be less intercourse between the 
families.”

“But, Mr. Gray, you would not surely de­
prive Mrs. Herbert of the privilege of coming 
to see the baby ? She returns early on herac- 
count, and it would be cruel for us to separate 
them.”

“No—unless she makes too much of a pet of 
her; we must not have the child spoiled. If I 
see any danger in that way 1 shall interfere 
myself.”

I went to bed that night with a sore heart. 
I did not sleep much, and when the first day­
light streamed into the room I rose and went 
down into the kitchen. Mr. Gray always laid 
abed until breakfast time; it was his custom to 
sit up late at night in his study, and sleep later 
in the morning.

I had just kindled the fire, a task which took 
some time for want of skill, and was making 
biscuit, when I heard Lily cry. 1 could not 
go at once, but hurried to get my bands out of 
the dough and my biscuit into the oven. 
When I went up to the chamber the baby bad 
climbed upon the side of the crib, and was 
looking in vain for me. Not finding me there, 
she had set up a doleful cry. Her father had 
once laid her back in the crib and bade her lie 
still, but she ban thrown the clothes off and 
was repeating her moaning for me. Mr. Gray 
had raised himself up, and was about to strike 
her for climbing up again, when he bad bidden 
her lie still, but I sprung forward and caught 
her in my arms, and ran doWn stairs.

I managed after awhile to get some break­
fast on tne table—but, oh dear I my biscuit 
were heavy and sour! In my haste to go to 
the baby, 1 had forgotten my soda. They were 
not eatable, and we had to make our breakfast 
without them, much to Mr. Gray’s chagrin. 
The next morning I took the baby with me 
when 1 went down, as Mr. Gray said that he 
could not be disturbed in his morning slum­
bers. But the room was cold, and 1 was so 
long making a fire that we were both chilled, 
and took cold.

I found my labor rather hard, more perhaps 
from want of skill and strength than from any 
other cause. Mr. Gray told me that I should get 
used to it by-and-by; but it grew harder every 
day, and I mourned for Aunty Paul most sin­
cerely. I grew thin and ill, out I would not 
complain — perhaps as the weather became 
warmer I should feel better.

One day, toward the last of April, Mr. Gray 
went to exchange with a brother minister 
who lived only a few miles distant; he left 
early on Sunday morning, intending to be 
at home the same evening. The minister 
who preached did not stay with me, but 
with a sister who lived in the village. 
During the day it commenced raining, and 
toward evening It Increased to a fearful storm 
of wind and rain—the latter poured in tor­
rents. I knew Mr. Gray oould not return, and 
I prepared myself to stay alone at night; 
something which I had never done before in

sat but a few minutes with my book In hand, 
when tile doorbell rung with a sound*that 
echoed all over the liduse. I was too timid at 
first to go to the door, but gathering a little 
courage 1 took the lamp, ana shading It with 
my hands went carefully onwaid. As I opened 
the door the blast blew my light out; the per­
son, whoever It was, stepped at once into the 
Rand closed the door, as the rain blew 

ully.
" Good evening, Mrs. Gray,” he said; as he 

stood upon the door-mat, wiping his wet feet. 
"Allow me to take my rubbers off here?”
It was so dark .that I could not see his face: 

but that voice 1 Iknewitnow! I was sure ot 
it. It was the same that once said to me in 
the pine wood, " Be quiet, child; I would not 
harm you to save my life.”

[To be continued.']

A TALE OF THE DRAGON.

Brave General Tso. (rom the land of- Hoang Ho, 
Was famed from Pekin to Hong Kong.

He knew not defeat, nor would he retreat
From a foe, be he ever so strong;

He cared not for Nordenfeldt, Maxim or Lang, 
And he sneered at the undersized Jap,

So he swore by the pigtail of Viceroy Cnaug 
That he’d give the Intruder a rap.

He marshalled his forces from Che Foo and Chwang, 
And Yalu and I’ongsan and Chow,

And Yen Chung and Tsun Ming and Ning Po and 
Tsang,

And the black flags of Sin Yang Kan.
With Generals Paowol, Jlnkwol and Waug, 

Brave Tso marched ahead of the frav, 
A hee line they made for the town of Ping Yaug, 

Which was ever so distant away.
In PechWI Bay. at anchor there lay 

The fleet of the terrible Ting,
Who had promised friend Tso to the battle to go, 

With his man-eating war-ship Gin Sling:
At Ping Yang plauued Tso to devour the foe 

Who had crossed from Shikoku to Seol, 
And he swore by the Idol at Liu Hing Choo 

That he’d send every ,Jap into Sheol.
But, lo and behold I every Chinaman bold

Has been swept from Moukden to Yong Hal, 
And the victors from Sonka, and also Kotouka, 

Have collectively grown a foot high;
And now there are but a few Chinamen left— 

Not more than a billion or so—
And, since of brave Tso and Wei Jink they ’re bereft, 

The remainder will certainly go.
What joy there will be In the fields of Ochee 

When brave Jappy soldier boys come, 
With the music of bands, pigtails lo their hands, 

To the arms oi Pish Tush and Yum Yumi
— Westminster Gazette.

Lake Pleasant, Mass.
To the Editor of the Banner of Light:

The petition for public water-works has been, 
prepared to present to the Legislature by the 
committee of the two villages, Lake Pleasant 
and Miller’s Falls. The necessary surveys are 
being made.

This petition for a charter for the water­
works will no doubt be granted. The charter, 
when granted, will have to be approved by a 
vote of the permanent residents of the two 
places, a two-thirds vote being necessary. 
There will be a little opposition at Miller’s 
Falls, but it is not expected to be strong.

With the charter accepted the plant will be 
put in next spring, and when campers arrive at 
Lake Pleasant next season they will find high 
pressure water ready for their use, and a gen­
eral rejoicing will be experienced.

J. B. Hatch, Jr., of the building committee, 
reports that the plans for the new hall on the 
Highland Auditorium are drawn and the com­
mittee is ready to receive bids for building it. 
The hall is to be ready by July 1,1895. It is to 
be80 by 40 feet, with a stage 40 by 12 feet; the 
basement is to be 20 by 80. It is expected the 
hall will seat 1000 people.

Among those residing at the Lake this win­
ter are Mr. and Mrs. Gordon, Mr. Phillips (a 
son-in-law of Mrs..M. E. Fisk), Mr. Conick, Miss 
Hattie Reed and her mother,’Mr. Underwood, 
Mr. Putnam, Mr. Pasco, Mrs. and Miss Jack- 
son, Mr. and Mrs. Bacon, Mr. N. S. Henry and 
Mr. Leon E. Henry and their families.

Mr. A. C. Carey is located at the Evans 
House, Springfield. He is preparing to manu­
facture his new patent incandescent electric 
lamps.

Mrs. Carey finds Springfield second in attrac­
tion to the white snow, the frolicsome squir­
rels, and the brisk air of “ Carey College " at 
Lake Pleasant, and Mr. Carey is happiest when 
in his cloth pavilion, looking across the lake to 
the distant mountain and the blue sky.

Noble Hopkins, with his summer bride, has 
removed to Harry Savage’s cottage, a little out 
of the camp-grounds, where they are to spend 
the winter. Mr. Hopkins having charge of the 
grounds, makes occasional visits to them, to ob­
serve the doings of the dwellers therein.

President Dailey writes from Brooklyn that 
his health has steadily improved since he left 
Lake Pleasant, where, he found so much kind­
ness and sympathy to strengthen and encour­
age him in further efforts for the good of the 
camp-meeting.

Dr. Joseph Beals has gone to spend the win­
ter with his son at Denver, Col. The pure dry 
air of that locality agrees with him better than 
that of New England. H. A. Budington.

Springfield, Mass.

A Spiritualist Christmas-Eve.

To the Editor of the Banner ofiiglit:

The evening of Dec, 24 was observed by the Inde­
pendent Liberal Church of Greenwich, In accordance 
with the usual custom of the society, viz., Chicken 
Pie Supper, served in the vestry from 0 until 9 o’clock. 
All the tables were filled and refilled, both with guests 
and edibles. The ladles more than sustained their 
previous reputation as superior cooks.

The slipper was followed by an entertainment In 
the auditorium, which was ushered In with the 
“Grand Banner March and Song,” by the Lyceum, 
followed by recitations, songs, etc., by Lena Tatro, 
Eddie Wilder, Willie Rosenar, Annie and Louise Lan­
celot. Goldie Robiustn, Sadie Robinson, Cora Jones, 
H. W. Smith, Mabel Nevins, May Horr, “ Ring the 
Bells,” a song, was also given In full chorus.

The music was all composed by Mr. Smith, who 
presided at the organ, and Miss Mattle Clark at the 
piano.

The festivities of the evening concluded with the 
distribution of presents from the Christmas trees, 
tables and platform. No richer fruitage was ever 
yielded in any preceding year. All were remembered 
generously, and exclamations of delight and surprise 
echoed through the room.

After receiving many beautiful gifts, the Pastor, 
Mrs. Yeaw, was completely surprised by the presen­
tation, In behalf of the society, of a beautiful silver 
tea~servlc6»

With exchanges of wishes for a “ Merry Christmas," 
the happy parly sought HTelr homes through blinding 
snow, with hearts aglow with love and good cheer.

Juliette Yeaw,

FOR 

..INFANTS 
V Wt ■jmtruuwS MARS.

AND

INVALIDS.

FOOD
r THE ONLY PERFECT

Al

? Substitute for Mother's Milk,
W Detroit, Mich.

I Gentlemen.-The Michigan Churchman, a 
weekly religious paper here, would like to 

t i advertise your Mellin's Food. We know It 
from experience, and have the handsomest 

l baby In Michigan, raised on Mellin's Food.
Rev. G. Mott Williams.

Wilmington. Del.
Gentlemen -I have used your Mellin’s 

Food for my baby since weaning him. ano it 
has given me great satisfaction.

Mrs. F. L. Gilpin.
SEND for onr book, “The Care and 

Feeding of Infants,” mailed 
Free to any address.

DolMoodale Go., Boston, Mass.
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MARLBORO.-Sarah L. Hard writes: “I 

would like to give emphatic endorsement to 
the sentiments expressed by the guides of Wm. 
J. Colville In Banner of Deo. 8, in answer to 
question regarding ‘killing animals,’ and es 
peclally on the 'eating of flesh,' and was fur­
ther pleased to see editorial reference to and 
sanction of the same.

It is one of the most important reforms, if 
not the most, demanded at the present day.

As the article referred lo says, ‘There must 
be a sufficiency of good, nourishing and well 
cooked food of other kinds, if on* is to success­
fully change his regimen of diet.’

Herein lies the cause of frequent failures in 
the attempt, and we are reminded of personal 
experiences and experiments involved in such 
a change, made about four years ago by a whole 
famjly.

Feeling there must be some healthful litera­
ture on the subject', after much inquiry and 
delay we were able to obtain address of The 
Vegetarian Messenger, London, Enn., and Food, 
Home and Garden, published in Philadelphia 
(310 Chestnut street) by the Vegetarian Society 
of America, organized in 181)0, with the Rev. 
Henry 8. Clubb as editor. Both of the above 
are monthly publications.

Mr. Clubb is pastor of a Christian church in 
that city, one condition of membership to 
which being entire abstinence from flesh in 
diet

These publications contain lists of quite ex­
tensive libraries on the subject, and in them­
selves give monthly to their readers fresh, 
wholesome directions for pure, healthful liv­
ing, and abundant testimony of the good re­
sults therefrom.

This information is contributed hoping it 
may serve another, as it would most gratefully 
have served your correspondent four years 
ago.

Among Spiritualists there are some promi­
nent for their high, pure, spiritual standard in 
preaching and practice, who in both proclaim 
vegetarianism as conducive to such results.

Besides Mr. W. J. Colville, Mr. M. 8. Ayer of 
the Spiritual Temple. Boston, Mrs. II. 8. Lake 
of Cleveland, 0., and Dr. G. C. Beckwith Ewell, 
now in Denver, Col, are known as hearty co­
operators in this reform.

The November number of Food, Home and 
Garden contains an extract from an address 
by Mrs. Lake published in and copied from a 
local Cleveland paper, with her portrait, and 
this commendation of her work by the editor: 
‘No lady in this country has done so much 
to aid the vegetarian cause as Mrs. Lake.'

The extract is iu her most, characteristic, 
forcible vein of thought and expression. This 
reform should and must be recognized by Spir 
itualists as among the foremost.”

HAVERHILL AND BRADFORD.-“E P. 
H.” writes: "Mrs. Sarah A. Byrnes was the 
speaker before the Spiritual Union of Haverhill 
and Bradford Sunday, 23d ult.

Her afternoon discourse was a recognition of 
the return of Christmas, in most entertaining 
terms.
, Tiie evening inspirational theme was the ad- 
<yance of art, literature, religion, discovery and 
tlKscience of living. The outflow of her con- 
troPis in the form of a carefully written ad-

make a gentleman, be«ldo» being an eloquent 
and logical reaeoneribut it In the faculty he 
has of making hlmeelf sociable with everybody 
lie comes in contact with, that has given him 
so many warm friends among the Spiritualists 
rtf this city- He Is truly a credit to our Cause, 
but he Deeds no words of mine to praise him, 
when such men as William Emmette Coleman 
publicly acknowledge his capabilities as a lec­
turer, scholar and gentleman.

The Society of Progressive Mediums, a socie­
ty formed to assist all local mediums when In 
difficulty, is doing a good work, and since Mr. 
Jones has become President of It, the attend­
ance has largely increased and the interest that 
has been shown goes to prove that they have 
the right mart in the right place.’ The talent 
he has bad on the platform would be a credit to 
any society.

Besides tests from local mediums, the large 
audiences have listened to addresses by Prof. 
Swartz of Chicago. Walter Howel), and Dr. 
Lucy Barnicoat of Boston; another one who is 
doing grand work is Mrs. Maggie Waite, who 
has just passed through a long illness, last­
ing several months; she was able to commence 
her public work three weeks ago; she is a great 
favorite here, as is shown by the lame audiences 
that greet her, many being turned away, for 
want of room. Her mediumship seems to be 
stronger than it was prior to her illness; the 
tests are remarkable for their accuracy.

Still another favorite worker with us is Mrs. 
E. L. Watson, who speaks monthly in our city, 
and has beenthe means of doing much good to 
the Cause.

1 hope that some of your readers who peruse 
this will awaken themselves to do I heir duty in 
trying to increase the circulation of your paper 
by bringing it to the notice ot their friends, 
and after reading, give it to some friend. It 
was through a subscriber that 1 began to take 
the Banner.”

New York.
BROOKLYN.—W. J. C. writes: "At Kings 

ton Hall, Kingston street, corner Atlantic Ave­
nue, the afternoon session Sunday, the 23d ult., 
was addressed by Prof. G, Sterling Wines, on 
‘Our True Self; or, Self Knowledge the Foun­
dation of all Knowledge.’

Mr. J. C. Bartlett, conductor and medium, 
followed with quite a number of tests, which 
were recognized— one coming home to tile 
writer-after which Mr. Wines dosed with two 
phrenological readings, that of Mr. Bartlett 
being exceedingly satisfactory.

Mr. Bartlett deserves mention for the persist­
ence with which he has kept open a meeting in 
this outlying section, thorn'll it has been but of 
little financial return to himself.”

NEW YORK —Charles E. Sumner writes: 
“Among the many excellent clairvoyantsand 
trance mediums in New York City it gives me 
great pleasure to say a few words of a young 
man who has but recently developed. I speak 
of Mr. Selwyn McDonald of 57 East Elev?-.ui 
street,. Although he is nor what is termed 
‘out in public,’ 1 nave had the good fortune to 
witness his astonishing tests. Slate-writings 
in various colors, produced between closed 
slates and without any pencil, have often been 
given through his mediumship, besides clair­
voyance and automatic writings.

Although but a mere boy, he has often been 
inspired to lecture to our little private circles 
in a very creditable manner.

We are anxious to have him appear on the 
public platform, but, his relatives are at pres­
ent opposed. He may be secured for home cir­
cles by addressing him as above.”

dress, read from manuscript before her, but no 
manuscript is ever there. Her inspirational 
delivery is in a marked degree phenomenal.”

WORCESTER.-Fred. L. Hildreth, Conduct­
or, writes: “The Worcester Children’s Pro­
gressive Lyceum had its annual Christmas 
tree at U. V. L Hall at 7:30 Tuesday evening.

The exercises consisted of original poem, 
‘Christmas Time,' F. L. Hildreth; piano solo, 
‘ Minuet a la Antique,’ Hattie F. Smith; read­
ing, ‘ The Bells Across the Snow,’ Mabel Wood­
ward; song, ‘Baby’s Prayer,’ Flossie Isaacs; 
reading, ‘ Little Mary’s Wish,’ Ida Yates; song, 
‘Jingle Bells,’ Frankie Burgess; recitation, 
‘My Wife’s Vacation,' Bertie Clapp: reading, 
‘Santa Claus’s Stocking,’ Hattie W. Hildreth.

Spirit Lionel Burnet,I, son of Mrs. Burnett 
the author, controlled Mrs. Conklin and gave a 
description of his home and occupations in 
spirit-life, which interested the little ones very 
much.

This is a new feature, introduced into our 
Lyceum each Sunday, inviting these little chil­
dren to control our mediums and speak.

Then followed Santa Claus, personated by 
Harry Hammond, who gave the children their 
presents from the well filled tree. Suspended 
around the platform were seven beautiful 
wreatlis for the members who have arisen but 
aie not forgotten. Our hall was full. All 
seemed happy, and each went home smiling.”

BOSTON. —T. Kiernan, President, writes: 
“The Society of Spiritual Endeavor met as 
usual on Tuesday evening, Dec. 18. The Presi 
dent opened the meeting, by readin., extracts 
from-Hie report of a recent meeting of ‘the 
American Branch of the Society for Psychical 
Research,’ held at the rooms of ‘the Boston So 
cietyof Natural History.’ Prof. W’lliam James 
of Harvard University occupied the chair at 
this meeting. F. W. II. Meyers read a paper 
recording the wonderful experiences of W. 
Stainton Moses of Oxford University, England, 
in automatic writing, and of Prof. Oliver 1. 
Lodge in ‘unusual physical phenomena.’ Prof. 
Lodge, F.R.S., is one of the first physicists in 
Europe, and in company with Prof, and Mrs. 
Sidgwick, Mr. Meyers, and Dr. Ochorowicz of 
Warsaw, visited the chateau of Prof. Richet on 
an island in the Mediterranean last July and 
witnessed the phenomena produced in the pres­
ence of the medium named Eusapia Paladino, an 
ignorant Italian peasant woman. Prof. Lodge 
dismisses all notion of accounting for what he 
saw on that occasion on the hypothesis of fraud, 
collusion with confederates, concealed appara­
tus or collective hallucination, all the phenom­
ena being put. to I he severest tests science could 
command. Prof. James, commenting on the 
facts, said they were bomb-proof, and that the 
phenomena were now established on a scien­
tific basis.

Prof, and Mrs. Sidgwick, who have been 
studying the physical phenomena of Spiritual 
ism for twenty-five years, have now consented 
for the first time to record their conviction that 
the phenomena were genuine. Prof. James 
added that the Society seemed about to enter 
on a new phase of investigation along this line, 
which promised to be of great importance.

Behold, imwgood a thing it is, and consoling 
withal, to have our scientific brethren admit, 
even so late in the day, that we are not, after 
all, the victims of superstitious madness or hal­
lucination.

A fine discussion followed, Mr. E. J. Bowtell 
handling the subject in bis usual able and in­
teresting manner. His work cannot be praised 
too highly.

The guides of Mrs. Buck and Mrs. Robertson 
gave a large number of most satisfactory tests 
of spirit return, many of them to strangers 
here.

Miss May French gave a pleasant entertain­
ment of songs and humorous readings. Prof. 
Rimbach rendered two fine solos on the cornet, 
bringing an instructive and happy meeting to 
a close.”

" Qul PatlUur Knott"

"' Who iu(!4rs, conquers.’ He who would attain 
That perfect peace which fears not l»u nor pain, 
Through calm endurance must Hie ilctory gain,”

Thue said the spirit; and my soul repll d:
“ With bleeding feet I walk o'er paths untried; 

Oh, sacred patience! with my soul abide." 

Long had I watched, ^jwxlomly had fed 
The lamp of life for.on*AliOBe pathway led 
Down to the land of silence and the dead.

And now, while midnight, with Its shadows, lay 
Across the pathway of the coming day, 
The tide of life was ebbing swift away.

I knew that Death, with eyes of tender gloom,
• Whose hands so often pluck Ilie's fairest bloom, 

Watched w 1th me In the silence of that room.

I feared him not, he seemed so calm and still, 
Nor did I count It as a deadly 111 
The perfect law Death waited to fulllll,

And yet life’s mighty problems vexed Ine sore; 
And ever as I scanned their meaning o’er, 
The darkness deepened in my soul the more.

I thought of all that made life desolate— 
Of cold suspicion ami of cruel hate, 
Of hope deferred, and help that came too late;

Of feet drawn downward to the tempter's suare, 
Of lips that quivered with a voiceless prayer, 
Of souls that sat iu darkness arki despair;

Of patient brows that crowns of suffering wore; 
Of sad farewells, that tender heartstrings tore; 
Of sweet young face* seen on earth no more.

And as I deeply mined thereon, I said
" 1 f I were God, and he w ere In my stead, 

I would not rest till all were comforted."

Then through the lonely places' of my soul 
A sense as of a Living Presence stole, 
Strong to sustain, and tender to control.

It spake no language, and no voice was heard, 
Yet all my soul with eager longing stirred 
To catch the import of that living word.

And thus it spake: "Seek thou to do and be; 
Life must be lived before the soul cau see 
The meaning of the Inm r Mystery.”

Maine.
PORTLAND.-!!. C, Berry, Clerk, writes: 

"Dec. Hi our platform was occupied by the 
Rev. S. L. Beal of Brockton, Mass. His after­
noon subject, was ‘The Bible and Spiritual­
ism’: evening, ‘ Why a Spiritualist9’ and ‘Or­
ganization.’ This was Mr. Heal’s first-appear- 
ance before onr Steely. Uis lectures were 
very much liked by all, that, of the evening 
closing with a strong plea for organization,

Our Lyceum is progressing finely, and the 
sessions are very interesting, many of the chil­
dren reciting short selections and singing. 
The interest is increasing, and we hope in the 
near future to have a large Lyceum.

Dec. 23, at 2:30, we held a very interesting 
social meeting. In the evening Mrs. A. W. 
Smith lectured. The subject, was, ‘Is Spiritu­
alism a Religion, and are We Immortal?’ It 
was a fine lecture, and was listened to with 
close attention.

Mrs. Smith is ready to answer calls to work 
in the Cause. She is a line inspirational speak­
er, and gives psychometric readings; we can 
recommend her to all societies wanting speak­
ers; her address is!H Smith street, Portland.”

California.
SAN FRANCTSCO.-Frank Stevens writes: 

"Spiritualism in San Francisco, as in yourcity, 
is making many converts at the present time, 
and the outlook seems promising of a genuine 
revival; not that we are having a boom, lor that 
is generally followed by a collapse, which time 
alone can eradicate.

The Society of Progressive Spiritualists, which 
is the wealthiest and most influential society 
in the city, has been very fortunate in engag­
ing the services of Walter Howell of New York, 
and though he has been only one month with 
us, he has endeared himself not only to the 
hearts of the society members, but to all the 
Spiritualists of the city.

Mr. Howell has all the qualities, which go to

What the Beautiful Girl 
Herself Says.

Surprising Story of the Daughter 
of a Noted Professor.

How She Excited the Curiosity of All Her 
Friends.

Spiritual Philosophy; ^

Isaac B. Rich............... Bhrtfirr Manager.
John W. Dav................Editor.
HenryW.Pitman..........Associats Editor.

Med by a large corps of able writer#.

Brooklyn, N.Y., is Professor J. M. Elwood, residing „ THE BANNER la a first-class Family Newspaper at eight 
at« Cornelia street. Ho Is a noted scholar ami pro- &t™t“^

lessor. Ills charming daughter Is a young lady of most A LITERARY department,
J“le CUarMWr’ “'^ Ua3 ’"fkiend8eVery' ORWInM „,„ Sclen.

She became fearfully nervous and run down, and this ^J^uf^ event8R™I:NT'wWo11 trMW “i”” splrltMl 
was followed by a most severe attack of St. Vitus' spirit message'department,
dance. She grew worse, and-physicians could not (v?£™?t?n^?n^JR,ITDA^
cure her. She finally got well, however, by a method ‘Toriot™ ”y the * “a ^ ,n ^ 

which astonished all her friends.
“ It allords me the greatest pleasure,” said the pro­

fessor, “ to state that my daughter, who was a sufferer 
from nervousness and St. Vitus’ dance, and who was 
treated for same by prominent physicians in Brooklyn 
without- result, was completely cured by using two 
bottles of Dr. Greene’s Nervura blood and nerve rem­
edy.”

The morning came, and also came the end.
1 saw the great white calm of Death descend
And seal with peace the forehead of my friend.

Then o’er my soul went surging to and fro
A nameless longing to more surely know
That which my doubting heart had questioned so.

I gently laid my hand upon that head,
White with the snows the passing years bad shed;

" Was life worth living, oh! my friend?" I said.

And lo! as kindred souls In silence blend,
He answered, “ He thnu comforted. Ohl friend, 
Lite Is worth living. Death Is not the end.

What was, and Is, and ever more shall be, 
Enfolds us all in its eternity,
And blest indeed are those whom Death makes free.”

My soul was satisfied. I raised my eyes,
Filled with the tears that would unbidden rise, 
And read life’s lesson in the morning skies.

Above the mists and shadows of the night
The new-born day climbed up the golden height, 
And all the stars went inward, lost lu light.

Thus, like the stars, our lives with light shall blend, 
And onward still from hflglit to height ascend.
Life is worth living. Death is not the end.

♦Tills grand poem-worthy Ilie pen of .Tennyson—was, 
we are iiifurmed, first delivered by Its author, Miss Dotcn, 
al the Lake Pleasant (Mass.) Camp.Meeting, several years 
ago. The then editor of The lieligio-Philosophical Journal 
was 011 the grounds, and was so struck with the power of 
the Unes that he requested pcrmMjm to print them in Ills 
paper—irom the columns of which a correspondent has 
copied them, with the request that they be also published 
in The Baxxhu.-Ep.

SPECIAL-NOTICE.

DP" The Banner will be sent to New Trial Sub­
scribers for Three Months upon the 

receipt of 60 Cents."«
Until further notice we will accept clubs of six 

yearly subscriptions to the Banner of Light 
for SI2.00.

In remitting by mall, a Post-Office Money Order on Boe- 
ton, £ “.%? on “Bank <>r Banking House lu Boston or 
New York pity, payable to the order of Dolby 4. Rich, Is 
preferabb to Bank Notes. Our patron! can remit the frac­
tional pat t of a dollar in portage itampi-onu and twei pre­
ferred.

Advebtibbmbntb published at twenty-five cents per 
line, with discounts for space and time.

Subscriptions discontinued at the expiration of the time 
paidfor.

IBP* When the post-office address of Thb Bannbb Is to 
bechanged,ouiq»trons should give us two weeks' previous „ 
notice, and be careful to give In full their present as well as 
future address.

MISS ELWOOD.

Such strong evidence as tills must convince every­
body of the genuine worth of this great medicine. 
Mr. Elwood's, word is as good as gold. When lie makes 
a statement, people know they can depend upon it. 
Just such reliable statements about Dr. Greene’s Nerv­
ura blood and nerve remedy are constantly appearing, 
aud die people c verywhere have the utmost confidence 
in this wonderful medicine.

They take it, and perfect health results. The popu­
lar Miss Elwood thinks it Is indeed a wonderful rem­
edy when it will cure what all the skill of other phy­
sicians cannot benefit.

Why waste time in trying uncertain and untried 
remedies, when here is a physician’s prescription, a 
discovery made by tiie great living specialist in curing 
nervous and chronic diseases, Dr. Greene, of 34 Tem­
ple Place, Boston, Mass. If you take tins medicine 
you can consider yourself under Dr. Greene's direct 
professional care, and you can consult him or write to 
him about your case freely and without charge. This 
is a guarantee that tills remedy will cure, possessed 
by no other medicine in the world.

Works by Carlyle I'l’lcrsilea.

Publish and keep for sale at Wholesale and Retail a com­
plete assortment of

Spiritual, Progressive, Reformatory, and 
Miscellaneous Books, as per Cata­

logue, which Catalogue will be 
sent to any address free.

Any book published In England or America, not out of 
print, will be sent bv mall or express.

HF” Publisher! who iniert the above Protpectui in their re- 
ipectwe journal!, and call attention to it editorially, will be 
entitled to a copy of the Bannhe of Light one year, provided 
a marked copy of the paper containing it ii forwarded to thii 
office.

AGENTS.

Rhode Island.
PROVIDENCE.—Mrs. F. II. Roscoe, Secre 

tary, writes: "Sunday, Dec. 23, at 2.-30 o’clock, 
the People's Progressive Spiritualist-Associa­
tion held a fine Christmas service, participated 
in by some of our best home mediums, includ­
ing Dr. F. II. Roscoe, the well-known lecturer 
and reader; Mrs. C. M. Whipple, who read a 
most excellent essay in defense of Spiritualism 
and our Philosophy; Miss Lena S. Johnson 
rendered two very tine solos; Miss Lulu Buf­
fington gave two excellent recitations, which 
were applauded; Mr. J. S. Scarlett, our Presi­
dent, made the concluding remarks.

At 7 :ll() the services opened with an invoca 
tion appropriate to Christmas by Dr. Roscoe, 
after which Mrs. C. M. Whipple, our Treas 
urer, read an ably prepared article entitled 
‘ The Transmigration of the Soul,’ which was 
listened to with great interest..

Dr. Roscoe read a Christmas poem; Miss 
Lena S. Johnson reiKiered a number of fine 
solos during the evening; Mr. J. S. Scarlett 
made remarks appropriate to Christmas; Dr. 
Roscoe followed by reading Sir Edwin Ar­
nold’s beautiful poem, ‘ He and She.’ ”

Michigan.
DETROIT.—Augustus Day writes: " I feel 1 

have long neglected my duty in notsendingyou 
something as to dear Brother Colby’s transi­
tion. If not too late, I may say, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant’ of the world of hu­
manity on both sides of the mystic river. I 
seem to feel bis presence at this hour, having 
just read his first communication in the Ban­
ner.

On my last visit to Boston, I was with him 
very much, occupying a room in the Crawford 
House on the same floor near bis, and I lecall 
with pleasure the many harmonious visits at 
the table and our rooms. 1 shall never forget 
bis nobility of character and geniality of soul 
beaming from his pleasant face.”

The Nueces* which Hood’s Sarsaparilla has had in 
freeing old and young from afflictions caused by impure 
blood, Is really remarkable. Hood’s Sarsaparilla is a 
building-up medicine.

Hood's Pills are purely vegetable, and do not 
purge, palu or gripe. Sold by all druggists.

83s In 1874 I saw my mother kneeling in the 
snow to pray at a saloon door, and I crept out 
by a side way, stepping softly in the sawdust, 
ashamed of her. That day's work cost her her 
life, but the saloon did noteven pause, and her 
only child sped downward to the hell of dark­
ness, but that snow-set prayer persisted at 
God’s throne through thirteen awful years, and 
for her importunity he could but always hear, 
and when I “would," he spoke to me. ana 
speaks-and will speak on-and on—until on 
some sweet Christmas eve I find mg mother’s arm 
again, and leaning on her great heart, cele­
brate the end of the crusade.—J. G. Wooley.

In view of tbe woman suffrage attained in certain 
Western States, a local wag ata banquet In Denver, 
Col., given In honor of tbe women candidates for tbe 
Legislature offered this toast; " To tbe women of Col­
orado: God bless ’em. 'Formerly our superiors; new 
our equals.”

■i A ■ M A Valuable Book on Nervoni Die 
L L L eases to any sadres* bv tbe FHEElVQV. XL KONXGt, I HMM —FORT WAYNE, IND ’

Dec. 29. llw

Lydia

Pinkham’s 
Vegetable 
Compound

CURES

Irregularity,
Suppressed or Painful Menstruation!
Weakness of the Stomach, Indigestion

. Bloating, Flooding, Nervous Prostration, 
Headache, General Debility, Kidney Com­
plaints in either sex. It will relieve

Backache, Faintness,
Extreme Lassitude, "don’t care” and 
“want-to-be-left-alone" feeling, excita­
bility, Irritability, nervousness, sleepless­
ness, flatulency, melancholy, or the 
“blues." These are sure indications of 
Female Weakness, some derangement of 
the Uterus, or

Womb Troubles.
Every woman, married or single, should 

own and read “Woman’s Beauty, Peril, 
Duty,” an. illustrated book of 30 pages, 
containing important information that 
every woman should know about herself. 
Sent on receipt of 2-cent stamp.

All druggie fell the Pinkham medicine#. Addre'i in 
coiitidence, Lydia E. Pinkham Med. Co., Lynn, Mass.

Lydia E. Pinkham’s Liver Pills, 25 cents.

Outlines of Spiritual Philosophy.
BY REV, SAMUEL WEIL.

- The Discovered Country.
"Although ' The Discovered Country ’ Is emphatically a 

psychological work, it Is written lu a.style so simple In Its 
rower that those who run may read. In no single Instance 

Is the high, pure tone, which Is the characteristic feature, 
departed from.”—L'usf London Advertiser.

"Nomere quotations or transcripts could do Justice to the 
beauty, comforting descriptions and pictorial delineation 
ot this wonderful noA."-Enima Hardinge Britten, in tht 
Unseen Universe.

limo, cloth, pp. 460. Price 81.00.

Oceanities.
This second volume is graphically described as a’pay 

chiral novel.’ In this respect, no less than in Its general 
tone, it (infers from the more occult and spiritually Inspired 
‘Discovered Country.’ The chief theme of ‘Oceanities‘ Is 
the stern law of natural ‘affinity ’ existing between the male 
and female Individualities of the human family, and the 
mistakes and consequent imh..ppiness which result on earth 
from such mistakes.”—A'mam HardingeKlitten,in the Unseen 
Universe.

12mo, paper, pp. 418. Price 50 cents,

Philip Carlisle: A Romance.
The hero of this thrilling romance Is Introduced to the 

reader as a bright, tmmh lad of twelve years of age, resid 
lug in a quiet village In America. He was rescued by a 
ship’s crew from the sea when a babe, and had been adopted 
by Hie steward's wife. At tbe opening of the story, how­
ever, he is thrown upon his own resources, but, meeting a 
hermit who Ilves in a cave on a mountain outside the vil­
lage, they are of great assistance to each other In man) 
ways. The hermit, wlio Isa musician of rare endowment, 
teaches young Philip ills wonderful art, and lit time the lat 
ter becomes equally skilled. The varied experiences of 
Philip are graphically described in the volume. The fact 
of spirit return ami communication had been conveyed to 
him by the old hermit (a sensitive) In early life, and tbe 
child, who was also medlumlstlc, had been gradually (level 
oped until he proved a useful Instrument for the spirit- 
world. The story Is not only entertaining, but it contains 
much that Is valuable and Instructive, and constitutes 8 
book that should be read by all .Spiritualists.

12mo, cloth, pp. 460. Price $!.&>.

Mary Anne Carew:
WIFE, MOTHER, SPIRIT, ANGEL.

The Book will be a valuable addition to the library ol 
every Spiritualist lu the laud, as well as a powerful mission 
ary work If placed In the hands of those who are Inquirers 
as to the Spiritual Philosophy and Its revelations.

12:110, pp. 252. Price per copy; cloth, 00 cents; paper, 40 
cents.

For sale by COLBY A RICH.

Here Is a book well worth digesting, not to say to read as 
the ordinary book is read. At the very outset a degree of 
interest is created which does not abate until the last word 
la printed. Ths statements are not only convincing, but 
they are clothed In such beautv of language, so replete with 
attested truth, so concLe, vet voluminous enough that the 
skeptic, if he be generous sufficient to acknowledge himself 
a seeker alter truth, cannot fall to accept and cheerfully 
adopt. If Mr. Well’s purpose was to enlighten darkened 
minds, and to throw a search-light upon the grand truths of 
Spiritualism, to raise It upon a high standard that It maybe 
seen of men, truly he lias succeeded. Every'visible point 
that one needs to know about “the religion ot the future" 
Is embodied in this hook. The work Is divided Into three 
grand parts—the facts, the source anil the consequences.

Mr. Well answers many queries which have long and 
often perplexed persons seeking light In the line of spirit 
phenomena, particularly In the Hue of so-called “earth- 
bound spirits”; and In endorsement of his own opinion 
quotes largely from this paper. Spiritual evolution Is ably 
treated, and many new thoughts are given utterance. 
Cloth, limo, pp. 267..............................................................81.9
Paper.......................................................................................

For sale by COLBY A RICH. 

The Play of the Planets
A CAME WITH THE STARS.

The secret meaning of the Stars fully explained, enabling 
everyone to find their Ruling Star, and learn lu hidden 
meaning to them. The Game Is easily learned, and when 
once mastered the student has perfect knowledge of our 
Solar System.

THE FLAY OF THE PLANETS reveals the fortunes of 
all In the greatest game of amusement ever offered to the 
world. Price #l.«o.

For sale by DOLBY 4 RICH,

Tbe following named persons keep for sale tbe Buonar 
ot Light, and either carry In stock or will order tbe. 
Spiritual and Beformatory Work* which are pub 
llshed and tor sale by COLBY 4 RICH :

New York, N. Y.-BKENTANO BROS., No. 5 Onion 
Square; (Branch Stores, 1015 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wwb 
liigton, D. C„and 204 Wabash Avenue, Chicago, DI.;) The 
office of The Truth-Seeker, 28 Clinton Place; II. F. TOWER, 
517 6th Avenue, corner 31st street.

Onset, Ma«».-D. N. FORD.
Beverly, Ma.«.—MARK DENNETT, 17 Union street.
Philadelphia, Pa.-8. It. WHEELER, 2553 No. 16th st. 

HENRY HEYNE, S. E. corner 10th and Market streets.
Pittsburgh, Pn.—J. H. LOHMEYER, In Kirkpatrick st, 
Cleveland, O.-THOMA8 LEES. 105 Cross street.
Sun Francisco, Gal.—J. K. COOPER,746 Marketstreet.
Chicago, I11.-0HA8. MACDONALD A CO., 55 Wash­

ington street; THE POST OFFICE NEWS CO., 101 Adam# 
street.

Brattleboro’,Vt.-E. J. CARPENTER, 2 Market Block, 
Providence, B. I.-WM. FOSTER, JR., 16 Peace street. 
Detroit, Mich.-SPIRITUALISTIC SALE AND DIB- 

CULATING LIBRARY, Fraternity Hall Office, 73 State st.
Boeherter, N. Y.-ALFRED JA0K80N, Arcade Book­

store; WILLIAMSON & HIGBEE, 62 West Main street.
Springfield, Muse.—JAS. LEWIS, 63 Pynchon street.
Hartford, Ct.—E. M. SILL, 89 Trumbull street.
Lily Bale, N. Y.-G. F. LEWIS, Publisher of tbe J#| 

Star.
Luke George Camp Association, Lake Georg* 

N. Y.-H. E TOWER.
Milwaukee, Wla.-OTTO A. SEVERANCE, 135 6th it.
St. Louis, Me.—E. T. JETT, 802 Olive street.
Grand Buplda, Mich.—MB. DAVIDSON, corner Ot 

Pearl street and the Arcade.
Luckets, Va.-STOUT BROS. 4 DO.
Portland, Ore.—W. E. JONES, 291 Alder street.
Australian Book Depot.—W. H. TERRY. Austra 

Buildings, Collins street, East Melbourne, Australia.
—-----------------~*. *.---------------------------

TUIC DADED may be found on file at GEO. P. ROWELL 
rHrtn 4 CO.’s Newspaper Advertising Bureau 

(10 Spruce street), where advertising contracts may be made 
for It In New York.

The Right Knock

Antiquity Unveiled.
Anoisat Voices from the Spirit Realms 

Disclose the Most Startling Revela­
tions, Proving Christianity 

to be of Heathen Origin.
Tbe first of this series of communications was received 

by Mr. J. M. Roberts, at that time editor anti publisher ot 
Jmtd and Matter, lit March, 1880. It was from Potamon, a 
Greek philosopher of tbe Alexandrian school, who, born 
into earth-life A. D. 250, passed from it in the year 315.

The communications continued to be received until 1886, 
under the direction and superintendence ot Aronainan, the 
presiding spirit ot the band, whoso ministrations to Mr. 
Roberts began as early as April, 1878. Mr. Roberts was a 
man of fine education and marked ability as a lawver, and 
through these communications became a great student in 
ancient religions, making extensive researches therein, as 
will be seen by his notes and comments in this volume, gen­
erally In full corroboration of tbe truth of Its contents, and 
of the Identity of tbe communicators.

Cloth, I2mo. pp. 608. With portrait and other Illustrations 
Price £1.50. postage 12 cents.
For sale by COLBY * RICH.

THE ELIMINATOR;
OR,

Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets.
BY DB. R. B. WESTBROOK.

Profoundly reverent, but thoroughly radical; exposing the 
fabulous claims of ancient Judaism and dogmatic Chris­
tianity, containing many starlluu conclusion! never before 
published, showing clearly th- mythical character of most 
of the Old and New Testament stories, and proving that 
Jesus v.uc mainly an Impersonation and not a person. A 
genuine sensation.

Trice*! 50.
For sale by COLBY A RICH.

Have you promisee yourself uic .. 
Pleasure oil I F" F" Reading this 
BeautifulLIl CL Work by the 

good old-ti melNwriter, Hudson 

2 SPHERES 
Tuttle? Price, 50 cents. Contains a fi.ie 

portrait of the Author. Send o> ns hr ,

BY HELEN VAN-ANDERSON.
The author, in her preface to the fifth edition, says: “Il 

seemed such a small, simple thing, this little book, and 
the best that could be slid of it was that It came from a 
heart full of eagerness to be the Master’s messenger, and 
do something toward preaching the glad gospel of healing 
and true living.

The unnumbered letters ot gratitude, the kind words, (ho 
warm hand-clasps, the many testimonials ot sick beds for­
saken, depressed spirits revived, vices discontinued, of 
physical and moral strength regained, prove that the work 
of Ilie Spirit Is not to be measured by puny human stand­
ards of Judgment,prove that simple things—the tilings from 
which we expect the least, In which we put the least ambi­
tion or worldly desire, maybe those which will yield the 
' hundred-told' ot real blessing.”

COOTIE 1TTS.
Mts. Hayden; The Girls at Home; A Fire and a Retro­

spect; Beginnings; The Old Doubts Again; Too Good to be 
True; A New Hope; What the World Slid; A Struggle with 
Self; Hints ot Help: Leaving Home; Mrs. Pearl's Lecture; 
The True Foundation; Questionings; What Is Not True; 
Studying and Proving; What Is True; it Must be So; The 
Spiritual Birth; Tangles and Talks; Insplratlonjand tbe 
Bible; A Church Committee; Prayer; Every-day Practice; 
Understanding; A New Problem; Undercurrents; The 
Power of Thought; An Unexpected Meeting; Practical Ap­
plication: Confidences; Practical Application; Grace; Prac­
tical Application; Practical Application; Found at Last; 
After Three Years.

A well-printed book of 317 pages on 
heavy paper, in large, clear type, and 
neatly bound in cloth covers.

FORMER PRICE, «1.25.
Now reduced for a short time to only 

Fifty Cents, Postage Free, 
For sale by COLBY & RICH._________ 

hiiwe mm.

A Narrative Descriptive of Lifeinjthe 
Material and Spiritual Spheres,

As Transcribed by a Co-operative Spirit Band Com­
bined with Chosen Media of Earth.

The subject translated through Independent slate-writing, 
and the Illustrations in oil painting on porcelain plate by 
spirit artists. It Is not a fiction, but a narrative of real life, 
without a precedent in Its origin or a parallel In the litera­
ture of Spiritualism, being a clear and succinct exposition 
of the philosophy, religion and science of Spiritualism.

The book contains 260 pages, with six Illustrations in half 
tone and twelve pages In original Independent writing, beau­
tifully bound In blue silk cloth, stamped In silver.

Price *1.»5.
For sale by COLBY A RICH.___________________________

Searcb-Ligbls and Guide-Lines;
OB,

Man and Nature, What They Are, What They 
Were, and What They Will Be.

BY EDGAB GBEENLKAF BRADFORD.
CoirTBKT8.-Preface; First Principle 

cation; Attributes and Faculties; §e 
Marriage-Parentage; Education-Pr 
Good and Evil, Health and Happlneai;' 
^h price «• cents.

For sale COLBY A EICH.

I; An All*



LIGHT JANUARY 6, 1896,

■ K

Colby & Rich.the public at large.
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Earthquakes are again shaking up Sicily.

BANNER OF

the 
cat

itaide being quite 
such a manner as

jy W. J. Rand of Brooklyn, N. Y., has been 111 with 
pneumonia since Nov. 23. His friends at one time had 
little or no hope of his recovery. Ho Is now slowly 
convalescing, and will be out of danger in a few weeks.

Protest of Medical Practitioners.
We are indebted to Dr. T. A. Bland for

States pull the British chestnuts out of 
hot ashes—the United States the burnt 
and England the cunning monkey.

How is it that Japan, conceded to be

gS^The installment of “Bertha Lee” this 
week is the record of the heart trials of New 
England’s toiling maids and wives half a cent­
ury ago or more—and ends with a startling 
episode.___________________________

g^ President H. D. Barrell, of the National 
Spiritualists’ Association, Washington, called 
on us last Monday, having arrived in Boston to 
attend the yearly meeting of the Massachu­
setts Spiritualist Association.

yore. We leave all entirely with them. The 

verdict la now In their hand*. And to a Happy 
New Year!!

Before the oncoming light of Truth, Creeds 
tremble, Ignorance dies, Error decays, aud Humanity 
rises to Its proper sphere of Knowledge.-Spfrft John 
Pierpont._______________ ___ _______________

ry Matter for publication must be addressed to the 
mKOB. All business letters should be forwarded to tbe 
Psiness Manager. ________________

ISSUED EVERY THURSDAY MORNING FOB THS WBBK 
ENDING AT DATE.
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Interesting 8eance at the Temple.
An audience of nearly a thousand persona had 

an excellent opportunity Sunday morning, Deo, 
30, of witnessing wonderful and convincing 
phenomena through the mediumship of Pierre 
L. O, A. Keeler. The edanoe took place In the 
First Spiritual Temple, corner of Exeter and 
Newbury streets, Boston. President M. 8. 
Ayer explained tbe Work of Mr. Keeler in the 
past, and apologized for the conditions under 
which the stance was being held on this occa-

Another of Time’s familiar landmarks
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This liberal offer is made in order to intro­

duce the paper to those who have not yet 
formed practical acquaintance with its val­

uable and sterling contents.
While thanking its regular subscribers for 

their continued patronage, The Banner’s 

publishers desire that this journal, which is 

devoted to the spiritual movement, as well as 

to secular reforms in behalf of our common 

humanity, shall receive ample support from

Happy New Year!

reached with the coming of a New Year. None 
of us can tell what is our allotted experience 
for the twelvemonth before us, or what is the 
destined event. It is at least certain that not 
all of those who are mortal at the beginning of 
this new year will be such at its close. There 
is nothing to lament in the entertainment of 
this thought; what is the substantial differ­
ence whether the last of earth comes to us to­
day or to-morrow ? We should be prepared to 
make the change at all times by the sincere 
discharge of present duty and a constant striv­
ing for perfection; then all will be as well 
with us if we go hence or are still here; it is 
not for us to determine; God knoweth, and 
God alone. Let us not cease for a single mo­
ment to remember, however we may be occu­
pied for that moment, that we are just the 
same spirits in this life that we shall be here­
after. There is no death of the spirit. What 
we call death is but unmasking; putting aside 
the outer garments; expanding life into new 
relations.

On these recurring periods of an annual ex­
perience it is profitable, as it is natural, to turn 
tbe past over reflectively iu the contemplation, 
searching for the good and the bad in our 
lengthening lives, “taking stock,” as it were, 
to Ascertain the assets that still possess value, 
and separating that which has been done by us 
with sincere intent and aspiring motive from 
the errors and mistakes, the ignoble and mean 
that cast their baleful shadows across our ad­
vancing pathway to our journey’s end. In this 
occupation, which in fact is only what we ought 
to follow each day of our mortal lives, we ob­
tain a much needed insight into the real mo­
tives and inspiration of our conduct, and thus 
become better qualified to go on to perfection 
as its law is written in our inward hearts. The 
human heart is subtle, and therefore requires 
to be continually reminded of the ideal which 
is the image of God within. Holding fast to 
this, struggling and aspiring to attain to its im­
perishable purity, it steadily becomes purged 
of that which is reckoned to be sin and grows 
more and more toward perfectness in all its 
ways.

To give heed to injunctions like these at the 
present time is to practice the wisdom which 
is before all other forms of wealth, and to em­
ploy to its highest advantage the occasion 
which a New Year always brings. That it will 
be in consonance with the many years’ teach­
ings of The Banner, it is not necessary to as­
sert. If such be the harmonious intent of its 
readers and friends, they, are sincerely invoked 
to continue and increase their assistance and 
support to this paper in the year now at its be­
ginning, while all is fresh and new, and the in­
visible cooperators are ready to unite in the 
worthy endeavor. With the present year the 
work of The Banner will be established anew 
or be suffered to lapse into desuetude. It is 
far, very far more for the benefit of its read­
ers and the advocates of the great Cause of 
Spiritualism than it can possibly be for that of 
those who seek only the responsibility for its 
Issue, that this urgent suggestion is now appro­
priately offered. Let the grand armyofSpir- 
itoallsti now decide for their own welfare In 
deciding that The Banner shall flourish as of

England and “the Missionaries.”
John Bull Is beginning to set up an outcry 

again. It is all about tbe putraged missionaries 
who are practically invisible In the great popu­
lous ocean of China. Having years ago forced 
opium upon the'powerless Chinese in order to 
create a profitable market for the product of, 
its India poppy field, Christian England is now 

in an incipient panic over the pretended dan­
ger to her missionaries in that same China by 
the invading armies of victorious Japan. What 
is really meant by this sudden alarm cry is to 
enlist the sympathies of the United States, to 
the extent of inducing our people to influence 
their Government to somehow intervene on 
Christian grounds. The fact is, England is 
threatened in respect of the stability of her 
trading, or selfish, interest in China, and so 
calls on us to Come to tbe; rescue of‘the mis­
sionaries' from their alleged peril. She is con­
cerned for her profits, not for the cause of re­
ligion particularly.' She gets behind this mis­
sionary screen as a duck-shooter secretes him­
self behind his ingenious barrier, and then 
asks us to take tbe risk of doing the shooting 
for her. We hardly think it will quite suit our 
prudent convenience. -

Nevertheless, the American Board of Foreign 
Missions has turned its pious attention to the 
matter in its annual report. The report admits 
that Japanese thought concerning missionaries 
has undergone a change in the last few years. 
Tbe missionaries of the Board are not so freely 
invited to aid in preaching, teaching and pub­
lishing as formerly. So they are turning their 
attention to other forms of what they regard 
as missionary work. They are in China and 
Japan to stay as long as they can. But what 
are they among such a multitude? Thievery 
report says that there are only about fifty mis­
sionaries in the field of the North China mis­
sion, with its population of twenty millions. 
The income of the Board for the last year is 
stated at over seven hundred thousand dollars, 
of which New England contributed over one- 
half. Thus does the report of the missionary 
Board echo the cry of England, whose leading 
reviews have over and over held up the whole 
missionary business to public ridicule, if not 
contempt. Just now, however, England is con­
cerned for her trade in China, and her leading 
periodicals are wise enough to keep mum on 
missionaries.

If this war on China by intelligent Japan 
shall result in exploding the foolish fallacy of 
the whole missionary system, it will not have 
been in vain, if it should accomplish not much 
else.

Just previous to the war declared by the 
English government against a king of Abys­
sinia—in which lie was of course killed for the 
surer effect, and his people tumbled in the 
dirt—the king said to the English representa­
tives who held an interview with him: “It is 
the custom of your nation to send preach men 
to a country first, then the traders, and then 
the soldiers. I prefer to deal with the soldiers 
first.” That is the way it has been tried to 
work in China and Japan. The English have 
favored China from tbe first in this war with 
Japan, and solely for trade reasons. They op­
pose Japan because her ships take their trade 
from them, in India and elsewhere. Now it is 
proposed, on the pretext of danger to the for­
eign missions in The East, to drag the religious 
element ot dingland and the United Slates in to 
the work of downing Japan because she is 
proceeding to conquer China. It would be 
such a nice thing to have us of the United

ahead of China in civilization, is more likely 
to disturb the missionaries than the.Chinese 
are? There is a slight inconsistency here 
somewhere. What business have either mis­
sionaries or merchants to meddle with this war 
matter anyway? Only a few months ago, a 
writer in the Atlantic Monthly set down the 
emphatic remark tliat in common honesty, so­
cial customs and sound morality, Japan had 
nothing whatever to gain in being converted to 
Christianity. Then there certainly is nothing 
more to be said. Let China’s punishment go 
on until Japan is satisfied. It is no business of 
England how badly the stupid old opium eating 
empire is whipped. Just now Great Britain is 
working the missionary dodge to obstruct the 
progress of Japan. If she had no right to take 
the aggressive against Japan before the out­
break with China, that simple occurrence 
clothes her with not a whit more right than 
she had before. She is an old pharisee, talking 
religion for trade purposes.

printed four-page circular containing a pro­
test against Medical Monopoly, addressed to 
both Houses of Congress, in which are stated 
the objections of the Eclectic Medical Society 
of the District of Columbia to the House of 
Representatives’ bill before the present Con­
gress. The bill is professedly for the regula­
tion of the practice of medicine and surgery 
in the District. The protest is made that med­
icine is not an exact science, and therefore 
there can be no standard of qualification for 
physicians that is based on scientific principles. 
Also that it would be unjust to give any one 
sect of physicians, or any number of sects, any 
such legal advantage over the rest as is pro­
posed. It further condemns a medical censor­
ship that gives power to exclude from the priv­
ilege of treating the sick not only physicians 
who are not medical college graduates, but 
those who hold diplomas from the best medical 
colleges of this country and Europe.

The protest proceeds to show that the provis­
ions of the bill conflict with the inalienable 
right of the people of the district to employ as 
physicians whom they please, or to refuse to 
employ any of them and trust to the curative 
forces of nature. Medical monopoly and reli­
gious monopoly are equally wrong. It is like­
wise charged that the provisions of the bill are 
despotic. While the avowed purpose is to pro­
tect the people from quacks, the real purpose 
is to protect the old school physicians against 
the competition of physicians of the refonn 
schools. The allopathic medical society of the 
district prepared the bill and alone advocates 
its passage. Freedom is essential to progress 
in science no less than in religion, politics and 
other departments of thought and action. All 
the protection against quackery required is to 
be had in stringent laws against malpractice.. 
The issuers of this circular declare their readi­
ness to unite with the other medical societies 
in holding all physicians strictly responsible 
for their professional blunders.

likely to interfere with euccesMul materializa­
tion.

Mr. Ayer invited any persons who wished to 
examine the cabinet to go upon tbe platform, 
and several availed themselves of the privi­
lege—among them a person who stated he was 
a doctor of divinity, and another a profes­
sional gentleman. These two examined par­
ticularly every point, part and crevice of the 
cabinet and its surroundings, lighted matches, 
pounded and shook the cabinet to their heart’s 
content, seemingly. They both took occasion 
to remark that they were satisfied as to the 
conditions.

A lady and gentleman then came up on the 
platform by invitation that two persons act as 
a committee; and preparations were made in 
the usual way for the manifestations. First 
came raps announcing the presence of Spirit 
“ George Christie.” Then the committee felt 
touches; then the musical instruments became 
active, not only in sound, but in motion, and 
flew about in great activity. The box used to 
carry the guitar became an agent in tbe dem­
onstrations, and the two gentlemen sitting in 
front of the cabinet1 received severe hits. Then 
a tambourine flew around on the end of a c me 
in such a state of swiftness as to defy human 
jugglery.

More musical sounds were heard, after which 
the committee retired, and a new one was sub- 
stituted-the doctor of divinity being one of 
the two. The manifestations continued in 
about the same manner, except that the skep­
tical gentleman, after seeing hands, and feel­
ing severe punches, looked over the curtain, 
which was about half way up the front of the 
cabinet, but acknowledged that he saw no hu­
man form attached to the hand.

Soon after another gentleman entered the 
investigating committee, and the skeptic took 
his place again among the audience.

Messages began to manifest, and over fifty 
spirit-friends were recognized by persons in 
the audience.

The persons who had served as committee 
made statements as to the reliability of what 
they had seen and heard, and all acknowledged 
to a uonacquaintance with Mr. Keeler.

Mr. Ayer invited all to attend another simi­
lar stance next Sunday morning.

Several persons remained after the stance, 
and congratulated Mr. Keeler upon his success.

O^Much valuable matter (in the way of ar­

ticles from correspondents, etc.) was put in 
type for this issue, which from lack of space 

must perforce await its publication until next 

week. A similar difficulty has once more over­
taken our editorial department—State Conven­

tion and other reports taking temporary prece­

dence.
-■• ■■' — ■«<♦>>• -■■ .......

EST* We received a pleasant call at our office 
on Monday, Dec. 31, from Mrs. M. E. Cadwalla 
der of Philadelphia—an enthusiastic worker 
for,Spiritualism, and a skillful reporter of cur­
rent events, as The Banner’s columns have 
often borne witness in the past.

“ Mystery Minstrels.”

We are requested to state that a company of young 
ladies will give a performance under the above title at 
Horticultural Hall, Boston, on the evenings of the 18th 
and 19th of January.

The entertainment Is being gotten up at great ex­
pense under tbe management of Mr. J. J. Coleman, 
an expert in such matters, and it will be first-class In 
every respect.

These young ladies who are engaging in this enter­
prise are earnest in their efforts, and will devote tbe 
entire proceeds of the entertainment for the benefit of 
that most worthy object, the Children’s Progressive 
Lyceum. We trust all who can do so will purchase 
tickets and attend tbe performance.

Tickets may be obtained at Banner of Light of­
fice.

03^ Mrs. Eliza Sullivan, mother of the well-known 
singer and medium, Charles W. Sullivan, passed to 
splrlt-llfeou the morning of Saturday, Dec. 29. The 
funeral services were held at her late residence, 32 
London street, East Boston, on Monday, Dec. 31, at 
one o'clock p. m. Mrs. Sullivan had attained the age 
of eighty-five. Her decease, we are Informed, lias 
proved the verity of a vision, which appeared to her 
talented son when lie was so much reduced by sick­
ness last year. He was given a sight of bis spirit­
father, and as he (Charles) knew himself to be so near 
decease, he felt that either be had passed on, or was 
about to do so. But his father said, In effect: "You 
are to return to the earth for your mother.” The re­
covery of Mr. Sullivan from that sickness Is regarded 
by his many friends as little short of an Orthodox 
“miracle”; and father and mother are now once 
more united In the land of souls.

By reference to Mr. BHdlngton's letter on second 
page, it will be seen that Lake Pleasant is moving in 
tbe way of obtaining water service for the camp­
ground—and none too soon, as since demonstrated 
by tbe following dispatch to the Boston daily press;

Lake Pleasant, Mass., Dee. 28,-Fire this morn­
ing, starting from a defective chimney, burned three 
cottages here, owned by Thomas A. Gordon of this 
place, Frank Boyden of Boston and U. E. Jackson of 
Littleton, respectively. The loss Is about $2000. Only 
half-a-dozen families live here during tbe winter, and 
it was through their efforts aud the snow on the roofs, 
that tbe two hundred and fifty buildings in tbe village 
escaped destruction.

FiREl-The City Hall of Biddeford, Me., with en­
tire Public Library, destroyed on the morning of Dec. 
30-loss nearly $125,coo.—The celebrated Delavan 
House, at Albany, N. Y., was consumed on the night 
of the 30th ult. There were one hundred guests; five 
were Injured; twelve women (help) burned to death. 
Money loss, $250,000.

By special Invitation, Philip G. Peabody, President 
of the Constitutional Liberty League, will address tbe 
Second Nationalist Club. Arcade Hall, 7 Park Square, 
next Bunday evening. Subject, “ Medical Legislation 
In America and Europe."

. His half-hour lecture will open tbe League's Public 
Health Campaign. Both those who favor and who 
oppose medical legislation are Invited to attend and 
review the address In short speeches. f

The Massachusetts State Asso­
ciation of Spiritualists.

ANNUAL CONVENTION.

rMtn hire aimed at he praoileal rather than th* 
Ideal, and for taking inch aetaud they deeetve praiM. 
not censure. • ’

Mletekee are a part of our Inheritance, and are Inev­
itable In the early Jfsgei of any great undertaking. 
Mistakes are human huger-marKt, and I am glad our 
structure bears a few. It augurs well for the future, 
for Intelligent people who make mistakes are able to 
profit thereby.

" To err Is hiiman-to forgive, divine.” Spiritualists, 
of all others, should be broadly tolerant, and should 
not only overlook the trifling errors of the past, but 
.rally to Die support of the leaders, to the eud that 
fewer mistakes be made tn the future.

Instead of holding aloof, unite rti the Associa­
tion; give the leaders the benefit of your wisdom, 
and aid In directing the organization aright. Criti­
cise Inside, not outside; It will be better for the Asso­
ciation, and better for the Cause of Spiritualism.

The famous societies of to-day did not achieve suc­
cess at a single bound, and tbe same will be found 
true of the gathering of SpIrltuaVsts together by the 
strong ties of association. I takes time, and requires 
genius, tact and Infinite patience.

Our baby Is one vear o'd—almost old enough to 
stand alone. The little fellow needs a deal of care 
and attention. Let us all join hauds In the goodly 
task of assisting our child to take the first steps In 
that walk, which, lightly directed, means so much 
for Spiritualism.

It is wrong to allow Spiritualism to remain In lax 
condition. The results of the pioneer work of the past 
half century are being absorbed by of hers, and unless 
we have a care we shall be left to subsist on the chaff, 
while the wheat of Spiritualism is garnered by our op­
ponents.

Consolidation is as true In the church as in secular 
life, and under the guise of church unity a movement 
is making to accomplish by diplomatic means things 
which could not, perhaps, be achieved in open war­
fare. Legislation Is being secretly Influenced, and In 
one State after another laws are being engineered on 
to the statute books aimed directly at Spiritualism.

Spiritualism Is In danger, and unless Spiritualists 
arouse themselves, and perfect an organization pow­
erful enough to Influence leglslallon In turn, then 
Spiritualism is certain to be crowded to the wall.

It Is useless to urge that the "liberal tendencies” 
of the times will prevent leglslallon adverse to any 
sect; "liberal tendencies” do not count with the av­
erage legislator; he is moved only by the weight and 
power of organization. ,

United io one mighty organization, with a central 
aud parent body at the nation's capital stretching Its 
protecting arm and hand over the land, and Spiritual­
ists will command respect, and prevent adverse legis­
lation by a display of strength. To organize Is to 
win; not to organize is to lose all we have now. 
" United, we stand; divided, we fall.”

There are grave faults Io Spiritualism; in organi­
zation Ues the remedy. There are tares In the spirit­
ualistic garden: the weeding-out process is best di­
rected by organization. There are wise reforms to 
be brought about; organization offers the only relia­
ble method.

We need schools for tbe development of medium­
ship, and for the cultivation of platform talent: we 
need spiritualistic press and lecture bureaus; and we 
need spiritual homes for the true and the tried who 
have failed in life’s battle; but such things can only 
be brought about by means of organization.

Then again, lack ot unity, a lack of harmony among 
Spiritualists, the direct result of lack of organization, 
Is slowly but surely driving our bright* st and braini­
est workers Into other fields. A radical change Is ne­
cessary; we must right-about-face, or Spiritualism 
will suffer.

The duty of Spiritualists is plain: We must perfect 
aud extend our organization as rapidly as possible; 
we must reduce spiritualistic phenomena to the basis 
of certainty; we must freeze out the trickster and the 
fraud; we must send the weaklings to the rear, and 
bring our brightest and best minds to the front; we 
must elevate Spiritualism, and make It worthy; all 
this we must do it we would have Spiritualism com­
mand the profound respect of its followers aud the 
world.

H. D. Barrett moved that Dr. Hidden be requested 
to prepare his remarks for publication as a tract. The 
motion' was carried unanimously, and Dr. Hidden 
promised to perform the service.

President Barrett of the Nailonal Spiritualists’ As­
sociation then spoke on “ Ordination.”

He said one of the questions is, " Have Spirltuall’ts 
any right to ordain their speakers as ministers? ” Ho 
gave the opinion rendered In the case of Edgar W. 
Emerson against the Commission: The first question 
asked by the Judge of the Court in this case was: “ Is 
Spiritualism’a religion?” and second: “Have you 
any chartered societies? ” Both being proved In the 
affirmative, the judge ruled that these chartered soci­
eties had the same rights as the churches to ordain 
ministers. But another question came.- “Have you 
any tenets of belief?” which was answered by Mr. 
Barrett by giving the following seven articles of faith 
In the Spiritualist church:

1st. A majority of Spiritualists believe In a great 
life-principle diffused or differentiated throughout the 
universe.

2d.- They believe in the saving power of truth, the 
revelator of the life-principle, the gleaner of wisdom.

3d. They know that every individual human soul 
is immortal.

4th. They know that every human soul is capable 
of Infinite progression and unfoldment.

5th. They know that open communion between the 
world of spirits and the world of mortals is a fixed 
fact, attested by thousands of competent witnesses In 
all quarters of tbe globe.

Gtn. They know that hitman sympathy has the pow­
er to relieve human suffering, when applied by phil­
anthropic souls to their fellowmen.

7th. They know that Love Is a powerful lever In 
lifting humanity to a higher level of thought, and in 
bringing In nobler and holler conditions among men.

He cited the laws of several States lu regard to 
marriage. Special legislation is necessary In this 
State In order that marriages may be legal, and great 
caution should be exercised, in order that trouble be 
averted. Committees on legislation should be ap­
pointed, and I am glad to state that measures are 
belug taken here to that end. By unity we can suc­
ceed, and our Cause be recognized by all good people 
everywhere.

Mrs. R. S. Lillie related her experiences In regard 
to her Inquiries of and statements to the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth, wherein that official informed her 
that the State of Massachusetts has no authority to 
give or withhold rights to ordain. The law stated 
what officers have the right to administer marriage 
ceremonies. He further stated that the rites are done 
according to the usages of the societies ordaining. 
Mrs. Lillie did not believe In questioning before others 
question, and was very spirited in b-r remarks..

F. D. Edwards, Esq., replied to Mrs. Lillie, sayh-g 
that Spiritualists should respect the laws ot the Com- 
monwealth. He did not believe that the power could 
be delegated to the State Association by the Secre­
tary of State to qualify its ministers to solemnize mar- 
riages. etc. •

Dr. E. A. Smith of Brandon, Vt. spoke ou the man- 
oorot "ordination ’In Vermont: Lecturers have been 
licensed for many years, and lie has not heard of any 
fault In the marriages. It is by a special act ot the 
Legislature that these licenses are granted.

J. II. Young of Onset explained that every legal 
means was taken to have the charter of this Associa­
tion conform to law. He told about his action in re­
gard to solemnizing marriage ceremonies In this 
State under a license from a society of Illinois, and 
being endorsed by the Governor of Massachusetts 
some three years ago.

President Fuller spoke of the feeling that he enter­
tains regarding the high standard rue Association 
enjoys, second to no other religious bodies, and mar­
riages are just as legal when solemnized by Spirit­
ualists as by other societies,

Mr. Edwards defended full legislation before mis­
takes are made.

The committee on general resolutions reported as 
follows:

Resolved, That In tbe opinion of the Massachusetts 
State Association of Spiritualists in convention assem­
bled, a regard (or justice, constitutional liberty, thera­
peutic progress and public health, requires the Imme­
diate repeal of the restrictive features of the medical 
law.

Resolved, That the appointment of the legislation 
recommended by the State Board of Health for sala­
ried medical Inspectors upon the people and for the 
extension of the laws now in force relative to small­
pox and other dangerous diseases, is inexpedient.

Resolved, That we appreciate the services of the 
Constitutional Liberty League in tbe cause of medical 
freedom, and cooperate with Its executive committee 
in the coming campaign.

Resolved. That we endorse the suggestion made by 
Secretary Woodbury in regard to the appointment of 
a special committee on legislation; would recommend 
tin/ the board of directors be empowered to appoint 
said committee.

Resolved. That we recommend and endorse the 
charitable work of the Veteran Spiritualists' Union 
and urge upon all our members to become associated 
with that organization.

Resolved, That we desire to show our appreciation 
of the kindness of Mr. M. 8. Ayer, In placing at our 
disposal, for a second convention, the First Spiritual 
Temple, and we hereby extend to him our sincere 
thanks.

Resolved, That we extend our heartfelt thanks to 
Mr. Francis B. Woodbury for his efficient services of 
the last year In the Interests of this Association, and 
that we congratulate the National Spiritualists’ Asso­
ciation In securing such an able co-worker.

Resolved, That we have heard with profound sorrow 
of tbe untimely transition of our beloved sister and 
co-worker, Olive A. Blodgett of Davenport, la., and 
our deepest sympathy Is extended to ner relatives 
and friends who mourn the loss of her physical pres­
ence, and a so to tbe National Spiritualists’ Associa- 
woriter1- wa ca 310 wss an earnest and aa untiring

The Association met In the First Spiritual Temple, 
corner of Exeter and Newbury streets, Boston, Tues­
day, Jan. 1. at 10:30 o’clock. The attendance at the 
opening was quite large, Dr. George A. Fuller, Presi­
dent of the Association, called to order; Francis B. 
Woodbury was Secretary.

On motion of the Secretary, the session was ad­
journed for an hour’s recess, and a conference was 
held. Mrs. R. 8. Lillie Introduced president Barrett 
of the National Spiritualists’Association, to preside, 
who made a five-minutes’ address. He spoke for co­
operative effort, and complimented the Massachu­
setts Association upon Its usefulness and Interest In 
the National Association, which now numbers over a 
hundred active Associations lu Its membership. Pres­
ident Barrett spoke lu favor of more medteal liberty, 
and beiteveu tu unity to bring about right results. A 
school for the Instruction of mediums Is necessary, in 
order to prepare them for further (level pment aud 
protection, as welt as for an unfoldment of their pow­
ers. He wanted to see a home erected for mediums 
where they could pass ytelr days In rest.

Mrs. M.T. Longley sp-ke earnestly in favor of a 
home for mediums There Is a “ Mediums’ Rest” at 
Onset, but It Is not a home in the true sense of the 
term. There should be a refuge where the mediums, 
who have become worn out in the service, shall have 
a place to be cared for when feeble in health, aud who 
have given of their life and powers foe others. It is 
an important work to be done.

Dr. E. A. Smith, of Queen City Park, spoke for or 
ganizatlon in order to bring about effective work 
against medical proscription. He wanted all to rally 
and defend those who are practicing outside the reg­
ular schools,

Mrs. Mary E. Cadwallader was called .upon,,aud 
made a vigorous appeal for a mediums’ home—not for 
charity, but in justice. For herself, site felt to devote 
her time and money In behalf of thos ■ who have been 
made feeble by faithful service. She despised the idea 
of charity for them; ft Is only right that there should 
be a liberal dispensing of money; the mere pittance 
we pay for a lecturer or advice of any kind is not 
enough; let us have a home io the true sense.

Dr. Charles W. Hidden of Newburyport spoke of 
the courtesy As had received from the Board of Regis­
tration. He spoke earnestly (or organization, aud to 
bring about the school for mediums, for their better 
development It will elevate the Intelligence ot those 
controlled, and bring platform work above the level 
it now enjoys.

Dr. Smith, Mrs. Longley and Dr. Field spoke on the 
medical hill, and the conference concluded.

Dr. Fuller again resumed the chair, and made an 
able report. He said that the work of the Associa­
tion during the year has been getting in line. We have 
not been able to place any missionaries In the field, for 
lack of funds. The Association worked assiduously 
to ?bineDt 1116 ps3sage 01 the Pre8ent obnoxious med-

One of the important branches of the work, be said, 
has been that ot ordaining ministers. Under tbe char­
ter and by laws ot the Association, lecturers and me­
diums can be ordained, as by other religious bodies, 
by vote of the directors of this Association, thereby 
making our mediums on a par with our religious 
speakers. We have outlined a good deal of work for 
the year to come.

President Fuller spoke of the good coming from or­
ganization, aud sale that the Influence and coopera­
tion of mediums and others have been extended the 
Association. We want harmony In our work, and 
welcome all who will assist us.

Francis B. Woodbury, Secretary of the Association, 
submitted his report. After alluding to the process of 
organization one year ago, tbe report goes on to con­
demn tbe present medical bill; speaks of tbeordina­
tion of ministers; asks for the sustenance of a healthy, 
progressive State Association; suggests that a com­
mittee he appointed to watch the interests of Spiritu­
alists, and mediums particularly, at the State House; 
exoresses fear that objectionable laws, or amendments 
to laws, to regulate mediumship, may be passed. Tire 
Committee on Legislative Matters should use every 
effort to repeal the laws relating to capital punish­
ment and compulsory vaccination, as being disgraces 
to modern civilization. Church property ought to be 
taxed, and the ballot should be extended to women lu 
equal rights with men.

Spiritualist women, mothers and daughters, should 
not affiliate with the unfriendly W. C. T. U.

Financially the Association Is all right. The report 
closes with a tribute to the work and worth of Dr. 
FnBer. President of the Association.

W. H. Banks. Treasurer, reported the receipts for 
the year as $130; expenditures, $120.

The reports were all accepted.
Mrs. R S. Lillie paid a glowing eulogy to Luther 

Colby and his work for the Cause of Spiritualism, aud 
moved the appointment ot a special committee on res­
olutions ou his transition to the higher life.

The Chair appointed Mrs. Lillie, Mrs. M. T. Longley 
and Woodbury C. Smith.

Harriet Loring, F. A. Wiggin and Rev. S. L. Beal 
were appointed a committee on general resolutions.

Mrs. Lillie made an explanation of the by-law relat­
ing to membership and formation of local societies.

President Fuller noted the gieat good done by the 
Banner of Light, and spoke earnestly for subscrip­
tions to this paper.

J. B. Hatch, Jr., F. B. Woodbury and Mrs. John 
Wood were appointed a committee on nominations.

T. H. B. Janies, as chairman of the auditing com­
mittee, reported tlie accounts of the Secretary and 
Treasurer to re correct.

Adjournment was made at 1 o’clock for dinner.
AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Association convened at 2 o'clock, the Temple 
being well filled with prominent Spiritualists.

The committee on resolutions bn the transition of 
Luther Colby reported as follows:

WAereai: In the fullness of time and In accordance with 
natural law It has been the privilege of Luther Colby- 
the standard-bearer of Spiritualism In America, the loyal 
aud faithful friend ot mediums, and the stanch advocate ot 
the. principles and truths of Immortality as enunciated by 
communicating spirits from the Higher Life—to pass to the 
activities and enjoyments of the Spiritual World; and 
realizing (hat In bls removal the Cause of Spiritualism loses 
from the mundane sphere an Indomitable worker, an earn­
est defender of Truth, and a financial supporter of medi­
ums arid laborers generally In the field of Spiritualism, 
according to bls means: therefore, be it

Resohed, That the Massachusetts State Association, In 
convention assembled, this first day ol January, 1895, places 
on record In Ils archives, and before the world, through 
the columns of the spiritual press, Its deep and sincere re­
gret at the material and Intellectual loss It and the public 
nave sustained In the transition ot such a noble, unselfish 
and able advocate of tbe Cause we love, as Luther Colby, 
the veteran editor of the Banuxh or Right.

UesoM. That while we recognize that our loss Is Ills gain, 
yet we feel that although others will carry on the work that 
he has laid down, and do so according to tlielr own light, 
and in a-ntanner creditable to Spiritualism and honorable 
to themselves, yet there can hover be but one Luther Colby, 
and that It will be many years before the Cause will rally 
from tbe effects of the loss sustained In tbe ascension of the 
venerable man we honor and love.

Jieiolred, That these resolutions be placed on tbe records 
of the Massachusetts State Association, and that a copy be 
furnished the Banner of Light and other spiritual jour­
nals for publication.

Mrs. Ji. s. Lillie, )
Woodbury C. 8mith, y Committee. 
Mita. M. T. Longley, J

The resolutions were adopted unanimously.
Regular business uot being ready, Rev. Juliette 

Yeaw was calleq upon, and said that though she 
found herself in a novel position, she thought that 
speakers should always be ready to respond. She 
expressed herself in sympathy with the objects and 
work of the Association. Great good was accom­
plished by a State Association In former years. The 
Cause was awakened by missionaries. That Associ­
ation disbanded on account of circumstances beyond 
its control. To-day we are beginning to feel the 
need of systematic, organized effort.

We shall be more sure of victory and the success 
of the Cause we love. If we are united in our work. 
We can better combat the power of the medical mo­
nopoly by organized effort. We should not allow tal­
ents given us to be burled; we must join baud and 
heart to carry’ on our work.

Dr. P. P, Field spoke In favor of the removal of the 
restrictions tn regard to the practice of medicine. He 
read the Massachusetts law, and quoted from Gov. 
Greenhalge's first Inaugural address. Dr. Field fore­
saw even more stringent legislation Interfering with 
the rights of the people to decide still further whom 
they shall employ in their families. He spoke of the 
work of the National Constitutional Liberty League, 
which work Is to defeat bad measures.

Dr. Field dissected the various sections ot the med­
ical bill, and stirred up a great deal of interest io 
favor of the views which he presented, as evinced by 
the reception accorded his remarks.

Mrs. Lillie moved that a vote of thanks be given Dr. 
Field for his able presentation of the subject. The 
vote was carried unanimously.

Dr. Charles Hidden was called upon to speak on 
"Organization.” He said:
Mr. President and Friends:

The tendency of the times Is In the direction of a 
consolidation ot Interests: centralization ot power. 
This is shown in the syndicate and trust combines, 
and Is equally noticeable In the churches, and the 
more prominent fraternal associations. There is 
hardly a village In all the land which cannot be reached 
and Inflnenced by one or the other, while In tbe cities 
and legislative centers the power wielded is tremend­
ous. The explanation? Organization, pureand simple.

Tbe spirit ot organization is in the air, and If Spirit­
ualism Is to become more than a mere name in the 
history ot this nation Its followers must become organ­
ized ; must unite, promptly and thoroughly. Organ­
ization Is a necessity.

A preliminary organization has been effected, It is 
true, but there Is much yet to be done.

They tell me that toe Association leaders have 
made some mistakes during the past year, and if this 
be true, I am glad of It.

Spiritualists are only human beings; if tbe efforts of 
those who have bad tbe work in charge bad been de 
dared perfect, I should have been skeptical as to the 
future. Tbe making ot mistakes indicates that our

Resolved, That we appreciate the courtesy of the 
, jNJR 0F hJGHT in reporting and publishing an ex­
tended account of tbe proceedings ol this Convention 

th's wwk s Issue, which inorder to do compelled 
them to delay the publication ol the paper one day— 
thereby causing them much Inconvenience.

Rewlwd, That the Prooressive Thinker and Light 
Of Truth, lor their faithful presentation of our Cause, 
receive our grateful appreciation.
a.^^^i . st Jbe Massachusetts State Association 
of Spiritualists extend to Dr. Sarah B. Chase, now In 
Auburn prison New York, its sincere sympathy for
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AMtwi. That the immediate pardon of Dr. Oboe 
la hereby demanded ae an act of simple justice,

Mfplvtd, That we recommend the holding of public 
meetings In various sections of the State as the Board 
of Directors may direct,

The resolutions were unanimously adopted.
The Committee on Nominations reported asfoUowsi 

President, George A. Fuller of Worcester । First Vice- 
President, Mrs. Elmira Loring, Fitchburg; Second 
Vice-President, Rev. fl. L Beat Brockton; Third 
Vice-President, F. A. Wiggin, Salem jSecretary, Mrs. 
M. T. Longley, Boston; Treasurer, Wm. H. Banks, 
Boston; Directors: J. B. Hatch, Jr., Boston, Mrs. R. 
Shepard Lillie, Melrose, Mrs. Carrie Loring, Brain­
tree.

Secretary Woodbury was delegated to cast a ballot 
for the Association, and the above named were de­
clared elected fi r the ensuing year.

Dr. Fuller thanked.the members for their continued 
confidence, and pledged himself to duty.

A special committee on legislation was appointed, 
consisting of Henry W. Pitman, Dr, 0, W. Hidden and 
F. A. Wiggin.

A vote ot thanks was given retiring Directors 
Young, James aud Fox for their services the past 
year.

Rev. Mrs. Yeaw made remarks explaining how she 
came to have the clergy of other denominations take 
part In her ordination. |

Mias Alice M. Thorner of Marblehead recited " Des­
tiny,” and was well received.

Dr. A. H. Richardson was Introduced as “ a Spiritu­
alist way back In Deuteronomy,” which closed the 
afternoon session.

Mrs. Loring thanked the Association for her elec­
tion as a Vice-President.

Adjourned 10 7 o'clock.
EVENING SESSION.

The evening session was continued with marked 
success. Addresses' were made t>y Rev. Juliette 
Yeaw. Mrs. M. E. Cadwallader, President Barrett, 
Mrs. R. 8. Lillie, Mrs. M. T. Longley, and others. A 
fuller report of this session will be given tn our next 
Issue.

(Special to Banner of Light.)

“ Straws in the Wind,” or Spiritual 
Gleanings,

BANKER OF LIGHT

This has, without doubt, been one of the 
most trying years in Spiritualism, both within 
and without the Cause. The movement is now 
becoming so generally recognized as having 
come to stay, that the enemy realizes the ne­
cessity of opposing its progress, and the un­
principled the opportunity of using its influ­
ence for personal motives only; while the 
earnest advocate and adherent bas not as yet 
resolved upon any consistent plan for placing 
it before the public upon anything like a per­
manent basis.

The effort to form a National Association 
would be a step in the right direction if there 
was any unity of ideas among Spiritualists 
themselves; but since no two can be found 
who agree upon either the phenomena or phi­
losophy, that endeavor, no matter how good 
the intention, does not seem likely to repre­
sent at best more than the belief of a certain 
portion; while every penny-a-liner in the land 
will continue to impeach the usefulness of 
well-attested mediums, and the general press 
will give ready acceptance to all efforts of this 
kind.

Exposures, which amount to nothing, have 
been rife, but being so saturated with personal

,doubt, nt In her tunning there wm the sag- 
Button of »n apparent truth,

Again,, we have a whole paw devoted to our 
old fr|end. Mr, M. B, Little of Giene Falls. N, Y„ 
who has had remarkable experiences with an­
cient spirits, and who treasures many wonder 
nil pictures, a few of which are reproduced in 
the Issue before me, The whole article is told 
In a respectful aud sensible manner, and con­
cludes with these words:

"All this Mr, Little, a sane and sensible man of the 
nineteenth century, religiously believes, and the veri­
est skeptic who knows nlm will assuredly believe In 
his belief. It is a wonder-story hard to parallel, and 
attested by mighty material facts.”

So It will be seen that despite everything the 
high wall of prejudice is being broken down, 
slowly but surely. And while we may expect 
an attack upon our Cause, at any moment, in 
the columns of the same journal, we are grate­
ful for an occasional "letup.” Formerly it 
was all attacks; now there Is a more equal di­
vision.

Trinity Church is at present being “ hauled 
over the coals” at a great rate; it is one of 
the richest church organizations, owns large 
amounts of property in the lower parts of the 
city, which are crowded with poorest of the 
poor. There is now an inquiry into its meth­
ods going on before the Tenement House Com­
mission. Trinity Church will he busy for some 
months in repairing its tenements here, in­
stead of peopling the heavenly mansions be­
yond.

Mr. Chauncey Depew, one of the best known 
figures in New York club life, and a clever 
after-dinner speaker, has been discoursing 
upon “ Drunkenness,” for which he says there 
are three remedies:

First, the State cure, which means punishing 
the drunkard by arrest, fine and imprisonment.

Second, the medical cure, whereby, through 
the introduction of certain drugs into the sys­
tem, the drunkard becomes disgusted with 
drink.

Third, the church cure, where, through re­
ligious hypnotic influence, the man gains a 
certain control over himself.

The first can hardly be very successful in a 
State where the license law prevails, and there 
are thousands upon thousands of liquor shops. 
The second is, perhaps, the best solution, as 
many can bear witness to, while the third is, 
to my mind, no remedy at all. Drunkenness is 
a disease, and must be dealt with as such from 
a purely medical point of view. Not alone 
with drugs perhaps, but through them and a 
development of will power which shall help the 
spiritual man to gain the ascendency and final­
ly dominate all lower conditions.

But I must draw this long letter to a close by 
wishing all my numerous friends and readers 
“ God speed ” in whatever work they are at­
tracted to, hoping they will feel, as I do, that 
there is never a word spoken or a finger lifted 
in vain. That we may never live to see the sun 
rise upon the fulfillment of our fondest hopes is 
true, yet we will work on with courage all the 
same, knowing that we are alone responsible 
for the seed-sowing, and that the higher powers 
govern the harvest.

May you, Mr. Editor, enter into your year’s 
work full of courage and hope, being helped, as 
I am sure you will be, by those wise, unseen 
attendants whose mission it is to bring truth 
and peace to the world.

\ animosity, have failed to throw any light upon 
Vthq vexed question as towhat is, and what is 

hot. The public has become so thoroughly 
alive to what is going on that its opinions are 
less and less shaped by what appears in the sen­
sational press. The New York Herald is per­
haps in the van of reform so far as advocating 
advanced religious ideas; the Rev. Dr. Hep­
worth is doing a vast deal toward overcoming 
prejudice in various directions, for lie appeals 
to the emotional element intellectually, and 
gives a fuller reason for the faith that is within. 
A clerical critic thus speaks of work in this di 
rection:

“ Mankind Is awakening to the fact that religion Is 
something else than cult or ritual. That It Is. In tact, 
a life. Man Is essentially religious. It Is the fact, 
however, that the churches are emptying. But that 
does not prove that man Is Irreligious. It is due rather 
to a lack of religion In the churches. Men are tired of 
the continual threshing of old straw. The clergy are 
ministers aud stewards.

A physician who deals In long disquisitions and the­
ories will never enjoy a lucrative practice. The pa­
tient wants to lie cured, no matter by what theory. 
Mankind is desperately tired of disquisitions on the 
temperature of hell.

I do not know whether you read the sermons pub­
lished every Sunday iu the Herald. 1 read most of 
them. They furnish religious light to many men out 
of the churches. They are a great help to those in 
trouble. They are phenomena that illustrate the tact 
that just such literature Is needed. They furnish a 
proof positive that mankind Is essentially religious.”

The above is " way off ” from a theological 
point of view, but it voices at the same time a 
sentiment rapidly growing prevalent in the 
community, Paul Bourget, the distinguished 
writer, whose “Outre Mer” is creating such a 
sensation, devotes also a large amount of space 
to a Boston medium, which will surely be read 
with the greatest interest, although I am not 
able to recognize of whom he is speaking. I 
think, however, it is in reality Mrs. Piper, 
whose remarkable psychical powers have ex­
cited much interest on both sides the Atlantic, 
and of whom he thus speaks:

" "ul of alfUie passions, that which reasons the 
least Is that of the supernatural when it has posses­
sion of us, and wc cannot but believe that this passion 
is in the blood of the race, since we are close to Salem, 
that little seaside town, the theatre, just two hundred 
yearsago, of a terrible prosecution for witchcraft, in 
which twenty persons were condemned to deathl

Heaven be praised, contemporary manners and 
customs are gentler, and the peaceful Interior of Mrs. 
N—>s house runs no risk of being troubled by a like 
inquisition to that of the terrible Protestant ministers 
of 1692. A little girl receives us, all smiles, and con­
ducts us into the parlor, saying that her mother lias 
had a great many sittings during the past few days, 
and that she is very tired. The furniture of the room 
Is just the same as that of hundreds of others of the 
same class which I have seen,... She, herself, ap­
pears. She Is a woman apparently thirty-five years 
old. The Hoes of her features appear almost elastic, 
which Is doubtless owing to the extraordinary supple­
ness of the muscles oi her face. Her complexion is 
that of a blonde, bloodless, pale and animated by eyes 
so strangely light aud so fixed, that to confront the 
contracted pupils, all brilliant and dark, causes you 
an Inexpressible uneasiness. She Is, however, very 
simple, and when she speaks It Is with a geutle aud 
languid voice.

She tells you that she Is not equal to the demands 
upon her, that her trances tire her too much, also 
that she has given a great number of bad sittings, so 
greatly Is she suffering from her nerves. And, in truth, 
when one sees her entering into .her ■ trance,’ as she 
calls it herself, it is easy to understand what such an or­
ganism must expend in vitality under such a shock....

I Imagine that the American, who Interests himself 
tn these phenomena ot double sight,-does not know 
himself What attracts him iu similar experiences is, 
first of all, that need of excitement which follows him 
through all the vicissitudes of fortune, and which is 
ever as intense as upon the first day. Then there Is a 
certain nervous want of balance, from which so many 
nersons suffer here. It Is a reliction against the ha­
bitual excess of positivism In the world around, and 
it is above all the Immortal Instinct of the heart of 
man-more alive In these natures, more genuine and 
more intense—to pierce that veil of mystery with 
which human Ute is enfolded. By a sori of compen­
sation wherein a philosopher would recognize the 
great law balancing the organs, this sense of mystery 
becomes more acute In a country where everything Is 
too lucid, too definite, too voluntary.

It is one of those traits which are the most striking 
in the psychology of men of action, this presence In 
them of a superstitious faculty, the more awakened 
as they themselves are more resolute and thoughtful. 
Napoleon has furnished a very startling example of 
this Being the man of action that he is. and to such 
a point of Intensity, the American also could not fall 
to have his corner of lllumlnlsm, and why should I 
not acknowledge that in the coarse ot stances, such

Mrs. N— gave us that day and on another occa­
sion. It is Impossible not to admit certain phenomena, 
.which, in fact, remain entirely.Inexplicable from the 
purely natural point of view."

Thus writes one of the cleverest men of bis 
time, who, on a visit to this countrv, has care­
fully recorded, and as earnestly observed, all 
the varying features that appear on the surface 
of our distinctive civilization. Little do we 
realize how far-reaching is the work of the pub­
lic medium—or value its results to the move­
ment itsfelf- No matter how beautiful the phi­
losophy, it is the demonstration of facts that 
raises Spiritualism head and shoulders above 
all the systems that have preceded it.

As 1 heard a simple woman say at one of the 
camp-meetings years ago: ‘‘You can t expect 
people to believe nothing till they have seen 
something.” A trifle paradoxical without

Cleveland (O.) Notes.
To the Editor of the Banner of Light:

While wishing you, Mr. Editor, and the entire staff 
of the pioneer spiritualistic journal of the world (the 
stanch old Banner of Light) once more a Happy 
New Year, I will, with your permission, supplement 
that wish with a tew Items that may prove interesting 
to your readers.

Our Lyceum Christmas Festival.-The Children's 
Progressive Lyceum had Its commemoration Sunday 
afternoon (23d ult.), and the event was pronounced by 
little and big a grand success. Mr. Arthur I. King and' 
Mis. Carrie L. Hopkins presided. The exercises 
opened with a Christmas carol, sung by the Russell 
Family, and the chorus by the entire Lyceum. Reci­
tations and songs from the little ones followed; closing 
with the appearance of Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus, In 
an entirely original dialogue (written by Mrs. Mattle 
McCaslin for this special occasion); the distribution 
of presents followed. The singing of Master Walter 
A. Lionel Krltoh, the wonderful boy soprano of this 
city, now singing in Trinity cathedral (tor many years 
a Lyceum scholar), was the gem of the afternoon; he 
Is destined, I think, to win for himself a national rep­
utation.

Farewell Address of Rev. Moses Hull,-Sunday, 30th 
ult., closed the three-months’ engagement of Mr. Hull 
In this city; although the ability ot Mr. H. was well 
known In Cleveland before, he has this time won fresh 
laurels tor himself. Many receptions have beeu given 
Mr. and Mrs. Hull while here by their many admirers, 
but the crowning one was the surprise given him at 
Dr. D. Bodedeld's, 425 Prospect street. Monday, 24th 
ult., when he was made the recipient of a brand new 
and latest style silk hat. Bro. Hull goes to Columbus, 
O., from here for tiieentire month of January.

A Public Wedding.-Vil. Fremont Powers and Miss 
Lucy Burton of New York were uplted in marriage at 
the close of the services of the Cleveland Spiritual 
Alliance Sunday, Dec. 16, In Army and Navy Hall, by 
Mrs. H. S. Lake. A large attendance was present to 
witness the ceremony.

The West Side Lyceum, N. B. Dixon, Conductor, 
celebrated Christinas with appropriate exercises, and 
the distribution of presents. The Sunday afternoon 
lectures by Mr. Hull have given the West Side Society 
“ a boom,” which will, no doubt, greatly Increase and 
strengthen It.

Spiritualists' Bible Class.—A. Sunday morning Bible 
class now meets regularly at the home of Mrs. Kemp, 
the materializing medium, 527 Scovlll Avenue, led by 
Mr. Wilmot, a new comer into Spiritualism, who Is de­
veloping Into a very flue trance medium. When the 
class grows too big to meet In private. It is proposed 
to hold these meetings in some public hall.

Itinerant Mediums Nowin Cleveland.—Mr. and Mrs. 
Hatfield Pettibone. In addition to their private sittings 
and semi-weekly stances at their parlors, 147 Prospect 
street, have been holding very successful public st­
ances for physical manifestations weekly. In Army 
and Navy Hall. During this month they propose an­
swering calls at several towns In Michigan, commenc­
ing with Detroit. Mr. Bert Woodworth of Meadville, 
who recently arrived In this city. I understand Is to 
accompany them on their trip. Mr. W. has recently 
filled a very successful engagement In the " City of 
Straits.” Mr. Rothermel Is still here. Mr. A. W. 
Sawin of Buffalo has left for Canton, and Mrs, Efile 
Moss has returned from Canada to this city.

The Cleveland Institute of Anthropology — lately 
chartered by the State of Ohio-ls not entirely a new 
organization, but an evolution of the Cleveland Phren­
ological and Psychological Society, organized some 
few years since by Mr. D. M. King of Mantua, who has 
until lately held the position of lecturer to It, meeting 
regularly about six months In the year, at the class­
rooms of Dr. V. P. English, 50 Euclid Avenue. The 
Society, by the change ot name and charter, expects 
to broaden its field of usefulness.

The Thayer Kindergarten.—Miss Nellie C. Thayer. 
Principal, assisted by her sister, Miss Jennie, and 
Miss Alice Doolittle (all connected with the Chil­
dren's Progressive Lyceum)—gave a most delightful 
Christmas entertainment, with sortie twenty or thirty 
little kindergartners, at Sayre’s Hall, on Christmas 
Eve. The Cleveland Leader, In speaking of It, said: 
" It was indeed a beautiful observance ot this sea­
son of festivity, delighting both parents and children.” 

Passed to Spirit-Life—Mrs. Priscilla Crall passed 
away Dec. 2d, after a long and painful Illness, from 
her home in Newburgh, to that In spirit-life, In her- 
fifty-seventh vear. The arisen sister was a confirmed 
Spiritualist, and possessed mediumistic gifts, that she 
frequently exercised In private for her friends. She 
was a good, true woman, loved by her Intimates, and 
highly respected by all who knew her, In or out of the 
Church. The funeral services were conducted by the 
writer, assisted by Mrs. Mattie E. Hull, who conclud­
ed with a most impressive improvisation. The beauti­
ful singing of the two Misses Gardner reached the 
hearts of all present.

Wm. H. Price, Jr.—The sudden transition of this es­
timable man. who was shot by burglars Dec. 12, 
caused a thrill of horror to pass over the entire city, 
particularly bls wife, three children, his near rela­
tives and Intimate friends; like the last three murders 
committed In this city, the murderer is unkbown and 
still at large. Mr. Price was for years connected with 
the Children’s Lyceum as Musical Director, and later 
as Conductor. He was a well-known, highly respect­
ed and successful business man, and a member of 
many societies. The attendance at the funeral ser­
vices aggregated several hundreds, and the Lodge of 
Odd Fellows to which he belonged conducted the cer­
emonies.

Installation of Lyceum Officers and Reccption.- 
Speclal installation exercises will take place In Wels- 
gerber’s Hall Sunday, Jan. 6. when the new Conduct­
or, Mr. B. F. Fellows, and other officers for 1895. are 
Installed. Following which a public reception will be 
tendered Miss Eva Davies of Chicago, a former Lyce­
um Leader, who Is spending a three weeks’vacation 
at the home of her mother, Mrs. Jennie Davies, Past
Guardian of the C. P. L. 

A Happy New Year to all. 
Fraternally, Thomas Lees.

Live Matter for December gives evidence of Its 
progress, success and ability. What It bas to say it 
says right out and to the point. It is decidedly op­
posed to the combine against printers. Welsh, Free­
man & Co. are the publishers, 163 and 165 Pearl street, 

Boston.

Dyspepsia Cured 
"My wife hw been a great fufleror with dye 

PApsia for over four years, Three bottles of
Hood's Sarsaparilla 
have perfectly cured 
her. At times the1’ 
lightest food would 
distress her terri­
bly, She could not 
deep well night* 
and she said 410 one 
could tell how badly 
she felt. She was 
also troubled with 
sick headaches. She 
had tried different 
kinds of medicine, 

^ but none did her any 
good. At last Hood’s 
Sarsaparilla was 
recommended and 

Mr». Otis Merritt one bottle did her so
so much good that she took two more and now 
the ia perfectly well. She Is not now troubled

Hood’s
1 1 ******

Sarsa­
parilla

with any sick headaches 
nor bad feelings, can eat , 
heartily and sleep well. 
To Hood's Sarsaparilla ' 
belongs all the credit.” 
Otis Mebritt, Addison, Maine.C

ures
*****

Mr. Colville’s Work.
On Sunday, Dec. 3n, W. J. Colville conducted Christ­

mas exercises In Walsh’s Academy, Classon Avenue, 
Brooklyn.

At 11 a. m. the discourse on " The True Message of 
the Christmas Bells” was a strong statement and pow­
erful plea for the recognition of that universal frater­
nity which lies at the very core of all noble human 
living. The leading points In the address brought out 
strongly the attitude necessary If we would receive 
the fullest Inspiration. The shepherds of Bethlehem 
are characteristic of simple-minded, honest hearts, 
which, though perhaps utterly unschooled In worldly 
wisdom, are ever open to celestial Influx, and are ever 
ready to attend to angelic ministrations because they 
are uudefiled, and faithful to the highest light accorded 
them. The fear which overcomes them at the approach 
of the angels Is due to their Ignorance of the true char­
acter of the phenomenon which is appealing to them— 
for as soon as they understand the real purport of the 
heavenly, communication they are filled with great 
Joy, as they learn that the tidings convey peace and 
good-will to them and to all people. The occupation 
of the shepherds is suggestive of any work in which 
we may be honestly engaged; and It Is into the midst 
of our common engagements that the highest illumina­
tions always come.

The wise men from the far East, led by the star, 
stand for those whose scientific attainments lead them 
by a longer and more circuitous route to the same con­
clusion arrived at earlier by those who are simply 
open and receptive to Immediate spiritual revelation. 
The note of universal good will 1n the heavenly song 
is twofold; the glad tidings are only accepted by those 
who are in the state of good wlil-though they are In­
tended for all mankind. All things do work together 
for good, whether we know it or not; but the con­
sciousness of the glorious truth that all Is for the best 
dawns upon us only after we have reached a degree of 
spiritual development far above the present average 
status of the multitude. ,

In the afternoon at three a large numbdr of ques­
tions were ably answered, some of which, bearing spe­
cially on mediumship, will appear in due course In the 
Questions and Answers department of the Banner 
of Light.

In the evening at eight the large hall was completely 
filled, and the lecture on 1894 in retrospect, and 1895 
in prophecy, was pronounced a masterly effort by the 
highly Intelligent and deeply Interested audience. It 
has met with so warm a reception that many requests 
have been made for its publication. If It Is again de­
livered, and reported, the manuscript will be fur­
nished to The Banner.

Mr. Colville’s Old and New Year’s lectures, Dec. 31 
aud Jan. 1, in New York and Brooklyn, will be re­
ferred to next week.

On Sunday next, Jan. 6, W. J. Colville will lecture 
In Lowell, Mass., in Exchange Hall, at 2 and tp/m. 
Afternoon, six subjects from the audience. Evening 
topic, “A Review of 1894, and a Bright Prediction for 
1895.”

MH. COLVILLE IN JipSTON.
W. J. Colville will be in Boston for the next two 

weeks, and during that period will deliver two courses 
of six lectures each in the lecture-room of Copley 
Metaphysical College, 18 Huntington Avenue, Mon­
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, Jan. 7 and 14, 9 and 
16, 21 and 23, 2:30 I’, m.; Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, Jan. 8 and 15. 10 and 17, 12 and 19, 8 p. m. 
He will speak in Cleverley Hall, North Abington, 
Monday, Jan. 7,7:30 p. m. Subject, " A True Estimate 
of the Bible—A Friendly Reply lo Ingersoll.”

All letters, etc., may be addressed care Banner of 
Light.

Movements of Platform Lecturers.
(Notices under this heading, to insure Insertion the same

week, must reach this office bi Uonday’i mail.)

Dr. G. C. Beckwith-Ewell has a few open dates in 
1895, and may be addressed at Denver, Col., Box 667. 
He will return East In April to meet engagements.

E. J. Bowtell was engaged at Quincy, Mass., Dec. 
30; speaks at Waltham, Mass., Jan. 20. Address 282 
Shawmut Avenue, Boston, Mass.

The New Orleans Times-Democrat is authority for 
stating that Frank T. Ripley, " an orthodox Spiritual­
ist,” addressed a meeting Sunday, Dec. 23, at the As­
sociation’s hall on Camp street, on Re-incarnation. 
At the close of the address, it says, lie gave a 
series of manifestations: “ Invariably there was some 
one In the audience who recognized Mr. Ripley’s de­
scription of the unseen visitor as identical with the 
characteristics of some lately-departed friend or rela­
tive. ... He never failed to give the spirit's exact lan­
guage as he claimed to receive it.”

Mr. J. Frank Baxter will speak Sundays, Jan. 6 
and 13, in Meriden, Ct.; and Sundays, Jan. 20and27, 
in Norwich, Ct. In due time the- dates for New Lon­
don, Noank or Mystic, Danielsonville and East Hart­
ford, will be named. Monday evening, Jan. 14, he will 
lecture In South Deerfield, Mass., and on Tuesday even­
ing, Jan. 15, in Greenfield. February Sundays are se­
cured for Berkeley Hall, Boston.

May S. Pepper is quite ill at her home In Providence, 
R. I., and bas been obliged to cancel her dates for the 
present.

Dr. C. IL Harding's address for the month of Jan­
uary Is 9 Elm street, Augusta, Me.

G. W. Kates and wife will lecture in Denver, Col., 
during January. Their address is Manitou, Col.

Harlow Davis, platform test medium, serves the 
Progressive Spiritual Association at the Amphlon 
Theatre, Brooklyn, the last two Sundays io January. 
Has open time in February for societies in vicinity of 
Philadelphia. Is engaged March 17 and 19 by the 
Norwich, Conn.. Spiritual Union. Address him at 211 
East Fourteenth street, New York City.

Mrs. M. W. Leslie. Inspirational sneaker and plat­
form test medium, has open dates for January and 
February. Terms liberal. Address 587 Tremont 
street, Boston? Mass.

A Few Words
With the Subscribers for the Encyclopedia of Biblical 

Spiritualism.
To the Editor of the Banner ot Light:

1 am dally io receipt of letters and ot questions by 
word of mouth asking me how soon the Encyclopedia 
of Biblical Spiritualism will be ready. Until now I 
li ave not beeu able to answer. I now have a letter 
from my publisher stating that if the book does not 
exceed 400 pages he will have it ready to go into the 
malls by the first ot February.

I announced that it would contain not less than 300 
pages; 1 am now trying to keep it within the limit of 
400 pages and hope to succeed, and yet to make it 
what Its title-page indicates, an “ Encyclopedia of 
Biblical Spiritualism; or, A Concordance to the Old 
and New Testament Scriptures, which Prove or Im­
ply Spiritualism.”

Seven hundred people have subscribed for this book, 
with the promise that they should have them at $1.00 
each, or at the rate of seven for $5.00. or fifteen for 
$10 00. Whether the book contains 400 pages or 500 
pages, every one who subscribes before the day of its 
publication shall have It at the above rates.

The subscriptions to the Encyclopedia are now due. 
I hope to have every one of them in, so that the print­
ers can have the last dollar ot their pay before I take 
a book from them. If the subscribers will generally 
respond to this notice it will save me several dollars 
of expense and much time Io writing postal cards. I 
honestly think no Spiritualist can afford to do without 
this book. Those'wishing it should send In their or­
ders and tbelr money Immediately, so that our print­
ers can know how large an edition to publish.

Respectfully, Moses Hull.

RHODE ISLAND.
Pr«rid«Bte.—Sarah D. C. Ames, Sec’y. writes: 

The Spiritualist Association meets In Columbia Hall, 
No. 248 Weybosset street; services at 2:30 and 7:30 
p. m., Progressive Lyceum and adult class at 1 p. m.

Sunday, Dec. 80, Mrs. Abby N. Burnham, of Boston, 
Mass., spoke acceptably, ano gave recognized tests to 
good audiences, afternoon ano evening.

Mrs. Burnham is with us again Sunday, Jan. 8.

READ IMIS

THEN ACT
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AGRAND OPPORTUNITY

Never Before Offered

Of securing, ABSOLUTELY FREE, your-choice from our Extensive Collection of works 

treating on the

Spiritual Philosophy,
Astrology,

Theosophy,
Mesmerism,

And kindred subjects.

Psychology,
Hygiene,

Being desirous of largely extending the circulation of the Banner of Light, the publish 

ers of that paper have decided to make the following offer for a limited time:

We offer to any subscriber who is now receiving the Banner of Light, for every new 

yearly subscriber which he or she will secure and send us, accompanied by .the full yearly sub­

scription price, $3.50, the privilege of selecting any books or pamphlets from among those ad­

vertised by us, either in The Banner or our Catalogues, to the amount of $ 1.35-one-half 

the price of the subscription; and for every new six months’ subscriber whose name they will 

send, accompanied by $1.35, we will allow them to select books or pamphlets to the amount 

of 50 cents.

We prefer to supply these books or pamphlets at the time the names are sent in, but if any 

of our subscribers desire to wait until they have secured a number of new names before making 

their selections, they can send us the names and addresses as fast as they obtain the subscribers, 

and we will give them orders for the amount of books to which they are entitled, good for any 

time within three months of the date of the order.

tdy* Oui pations will please notice that the above offer is not in the nature of a premium to 

new subscribers, but an inducement to old subscribers.for securing new ones.

Any new subscriber to The Banner, upon receiving the first copy of the paper, becomes 

at once fully entitled to receive the benefits which we offer above for any new subscribers which 

he or she can secure for the paper.

This is a grand opportunity, never before offered, of securing absolutely your own choice of 

books or pamphlets without making any cash expenditure, and should be eagerly taken ad­

vantage of.

•k*MMMMMM«MM«MMM«M«M«
| WEBSTER’S |
I INTERNATIONAL I
c^c^. DICTIONARY

Successor of the J
"Unabridged.” *

A Dictionary of J
English, 5

Geography, J
Biography, 5 

Fiction, Etc. J
Standard of the ILS. $

Gov’t Printing Office,Ilie 5
U.S. Supreme Court aud 5 
of nearly all the School-* 
books. *

llon.D. J. Brewer, S
Justice of the U. S. 5 
Supreme Court,writes:*
I eoinmenrt ii 10 all as*

J the one great standard authority, J 
J Send for free pamphlet containing specimen pages. *
5 G. <C- C. MERRIAM CO., Publishers, 5
J Springfield, Mass., U.S.A. * 
£ oa- Do not buy reprints of ancient editions. $
•WWV*.V*WVW*WW*VW1W1VWV%*»

Develop for Slate-Writing.

SEND Ten Cents In silver and a stamp and get my 9-page 
Pamphlet giving Instructions for the development, in 

your own homo of Independent Slate-Writing and the best 
means for obtaining successful results in a brief time. Ad­
dress, for prompt response, PIERRE L. O. A. KEELER,

W.L Douglas 
$3 SHOE FIT FOR A HUNS.

J5. cordovan;
FRENCH A ENAMELLED CALF.

4.$3.m fine Caij&KAnoam(1
$3.5.0 POLICE, 3 SOLES.

$250 $2-WORKINGMEN
-EXTRA FINE-

^$I.L5B0YS'SCH00LSH0Ei
■LADIES*

.SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
W-L-DOUGLAQ. 

BROCKTON,MASS. 
Over Ono Million People wear the

W. L. Douglas $3 & $4 Shoes 
All our shoes are equally satisfactory 
They give the best value for the money. 
They equal custon, shoes in style and fit. 
Their wearing qualities are unsurpassed. 
The prices are uniform,—stamped on solo. 
From $i to $3 saved over other makes.
If your dealer cannot supply you we can.

Jan. 5. 12teow

i'

Lily Dale, Chautauqua Co., N. Y. Iw* Jan. 5.

SPECIAL NOTICES.

Dr. F. L. H. Willis may be addressed at 
243 Alexander street, Rochester, N. Y. Ja.5.

John Win. Fletcher, 108 West 43d street, 
New York City, agent for the Banner of 
Licht and all Spiritual and Occult Literature. 
Orders by mail promptly attended to.

J. J. Morse, 26 Osnaburgh street. Euston 
Road, London, N. W., is agent in EnglMid for 
the Banner of Light ana the publications of 
Colby A Rich.

Fred Crockett, 
No. 314 Shawmut Avenue, Boston. 

Jan.,5. lw*

RECEIVED FROM ENGLAND.

Raphael’s Almanaci 
OR, 

The Prophetic Messenger and Weather Guide, 
FOK 1895.

Comprising a Variety of Useful Matter and Tables, 

Prediction* of the Event* and the Weather 

That will Occur In Each Month During the Tear. ■ 

A LARGE HIEROGLYPHIC.

Sealed Letters Answered.
The terms are one dollar for each letter so 

answered, including three two-cent postage 
stamps. Whenever the conditions are such 
that a spirit addressed cannot respond, the 
money and letter sent to us will be returned 
within four or five weeks after their receipt.

We cannot guarantee that every letter will 
be answered entirely satisfactorily, as some­
times spirits addressed hold imperfect control 
of the medium, but do as well as they can un­
der the circumstances.

Instructions. — !. Do not write upon the 
envelope of the sealed letter.

2. One spirit only should be questioned at a 
time. '

3. Those sending letters to this office for an­
swer, should invariably write upon the outside 
envelope "Sealed Letter,” in order that they 
may not miscarry.

4. As many investigators are liable to pat­
ronize this department, and as the idea that 
sealed letters are opened by steam, etc., was 
the first theory that suggested itself to the very 
first skeptic (probably) who saw the first phe­
nomenon of this kind, injustice to our medi­
um our patrons are requested to secure their 
sealed letters with mechanical devices which 
shall demonstrate to them, on the return there­
of, that such letters have not been tampered 
with. For instance, good and appropriate re­
plies have been received since this department 
was established to letters which, after common 
sealing, have been sewed together by hand, or 
passed through a sewing machine; others have 
been secured by the plentiful use of sealing 
wax.

Address all letters to John W. Day, Banner 
of Light, 9 Bosworth street, Boston, Mass.

Correspondents forwarding " sealed letters” 
must also enclose their own addresses and 
names on an outside separate slip, otherwise 
we are unable to return their answers.

By RAPHAEL, the Astrologer of the Nineteenth Century 
Seventy-Fifth Year, 1895.

CONTENTS.
Seventy-Firth Annual Address.
Monthly Calendar and Weather Guide.
The Voice of the Heavens.
Raphael’s Every-Day Guide.
The Farmer's Breeding-Table.
Astro-Meteorologic Table.
Table of the Moon’s Signs In 1895.
Symbols, Planets, Moons’ Signs, etc.
Useful Tables, Weights and Measures.
Royal Tables, etc.
Covent Garden Measures; Fish Table.
Ready Reckoner and Wages Table.
Farmers’ and Gardeners’ Tables. '
Building and Income Tables.
Manure and Weather Tables, etc.
A Calendar for 200 years.
Tide Table for the Principal Ports.
Stamps, Taxes and Licenses.
Good and Bad Harvests, etc.
Sizes of Tanks, etc.
Pawnbrokers’ Regulations, Marriages, Annuities, etc
The British Empire, Foreign Food Imported, etc.
Religious Denominations.
Railway Information.
Prime Ministers, Digestion and Nutrition Tables.
Yield of Wheat, The National Dent, etc.
Value of Minerals, Population, etc.
Agricultural Returns, etc., etc.
Where the Money Goes, Education, etc.
Postal Information.
Eclipses during 1895.
Best Periods during 1895 for observing the Planet*.
General Predictions.
Periods tn 1895 for gathering Medicinal Herbs.
List of Herbs Under Certain Planets.
The Crowned Heads of Europe.
Explanation of the Hieroglyphic for 1894.
Fulfilled Predictions in 1894.
Hints to Farmers.
Hints to Gardeners.
Legal and Commercial Notes.
Table for Fanners Abroad, etc.
Reviews, etc., etc.

Price 85 cent*, postage tree.
For sale by COLBY A RICH.________

A Complete Stock
OF Works on Hypnotism, Animal Magnetism, Spiritual­

ism, Theosophy, Occultism, Astrology, Phrenology, 
giene and Free Thought, tor sale or sent by maU. Also, Con­

stantly on hand all the Liberal and Spiritual Paper* and 
Msgaiines. Circulating Library—Books on loan.

H.F. TOWER, Beobeta * Sti^
Mahler Building, 511 and IM 4th Avenue, corner fiat attWU 

Nov. I New York City. is
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SPIRIT
lisiagi gtpaitmtni.

SPBOIALN’OTIOB.
UTTlie Spirit Messages published from week to week 

•Oder the above heeding are reported verbatim by Mibb Ida 
U Sr AIDING, an expert stenographer.

«»“ Questions propounded by Inqulrera-havlng practl- 
sarpaarlng upon human life In lu departments of thought 
or labOF-enould be forwarded to this office by mall or left 
st our Oounttng-Room for answer. It should also be dis­
tinctly understood in this connection t hat the Messages pub­
lished in this Department Indicate that Spirits carry with 
them to the life beyond the characteristics of their earthly 
Ilves—whether of good or evil; that those who pass from 
the mundane sphere In an undeveloped condition, event­
ually progress to a higher state of existence. We ask the 
reader to receive no doctrine put forth by spirits In these 
columns that does not coinport with bls or her reason. All 
express as much of Truth as they perceive—no more.

Me-It is our earnest wish that those on the mundane 
sphere of Ilf e who recognize the published messages of their 
spirit-friends on this page, from time to time, will verify 
cnem by personally Informing us of the fact for publication. 
, As our spirit visitors are very fond of flowers, It behooves 
cite friends in earth-life, so disposed, to place natural flowers 
upon our seance-table, the reasons for which were stated In 
our editorial columns of a recent date. Also, we are request­
ed to stale that all letters of Inquiry, or otherwise, apper­
taining to this Department, should be addressed to the un­
dersigned, Henry W. PITMAN, CAoirmun-

SPIRIT-MESSAGES,
GIVEN THROUGH THE TRANCE MEDIUMSHIP OK

HKS. B. F. MUTH.

Report, of seance held Nov. Hi, 1894.
Spirit Invocation.

Unto tine, who art the source of all wisdom and power, 
we uplift our hearts In adoration ami pialse. The grand­
eur of thy handiwoik appeals to us in the mighty universe 
of worlds that sweep majestically In their appointed orbits; 
thy matchless skill Is displayed about us everywhere. In 
singing bird, fragra.it Hower and stately tiee; from Um 
cloud-topped mountain, that uplifts Its head to the smiling 
skies, to the grain of sand upon the sea-hore. we behold 
thy wondrous design; and thy watchfulness anil rare over 
us, thy mortal children, Is made apparent daily and hourly. 
We realize that we do not pursue our earthly careers un­
heeded by thee, our D.vlne Parent, but that every .............I 
our Ilves is designed fur use in the way of oursplr Inal, 
moral and mental advancement if we but learn to timet It 
aright. Our cries of distress and despair, our prayers to 
thee for strength and assistance, never fall on a deaf ear, 
for thy heart, thou God of Love, beats In sympathy with 
our own in every trial. In thy wisdom thou hast ordained 
the vicissitudes of earthly existence; In the sunshine of 
prosperity our lives blossom out In joy and h ipphiess, lint 
In the storms of adversity we gain that depth ami strength 
of character which we could not otherwise obtain, and 
thus are fitted to take another step In the pathway of pro­
gression.

Be with us during the services of this hour, our Divine 
Parent. Give power and knowledge tn thy returning chil­
dren toso Identify themselves to their earl lily friends as to 
add another link lit the chain of evidence of Ute Immortali­
ty of the human soul that thou art presenting to thy mor­
tal children. May the words that are uttered here to day 
carry with them an influence from this place that shall be 
an Incentive to higher living by those who shall peruse them. 
Bless all assembled here this day, In spirit and In mortal; 
bless thy children everywhere; and unto thy name will 
be rendered praise and thanksgiving evermore.

John pieki-ont.

••individuaTm essages.
Robert W. Knight.

Good morning, Mr. Chairman. I guess I put 
a good deal of force on the medium’s brain as 
I took control; but how old do you think they 
called me when I went out? [[ do n't know, I 
am sure. How old were you?] Over ninety, 
and I prided myself on being about the oldest 
resident in Pot tland, Me., but to-day I feel to 
be about twenty-five.

I was an old shipbuilder, and I am still inter, 
ested in tl^ose who are engaged in that busi­
ness to-day. There is a law of attraction that 
brings us back to watch others at, our old pur­
suits.

1 well remember when I first became inter 
ested in that business, and it paid me pretty 
well. I remember, too, long back in the past, 
when 1 was a little lad, my father asked me, 
“What kind of business do you intend to fol­
low, Robert?" “I do n’t know,” I replied, “1 
haven’t got there yet.” But when Iwas at­
tracted to this work and made up my mind to 
follow it, I did so with quite a degree of suc­
cess.

l am pleased at receiving an invitation to 
speak here to-day. Many years in the past I 
did make myself known-not through this brain 
—some other one; I don’t know where, I don't 
know who, but I did. However, that didn’t 
satisfy me forever. I’ve asked quite a number 
of times if I could speak here, and the answer 
always came, “Sometime when there is an op­
portunity,” and that has presented itself to­
day.

I wish to say to the old neighbors and the few 
kindred still upon the earth-plane, that I have 
never had a desire to return here to stay, but I 
have many times had the desire to come into 
communication with my friends. I have only 
done so silently, but they need not think I have 
had no interest in their welfare, for I have, and 
wherever I could exert my influence for good, 
I have been only too glad to do so.

[To the Chairman:] If you will announce me 
as Robert W. Knight, I shall be very grateful 
for your kindness.

Sarah A. Potter.

The questions have been asked frequently, 
“ Why does not such-and;such an one report at 
the Banner of Light Circle-Room ? ” “ Why 
do not more come who lived at the South, or in 
other localities from which we do not hear?” 
1 cannot answer these questions, only in this 
way: No earnest spirit who posesses the req­
uisite knowledge and power to control the 
medial organism is denied the privilege of 
speaking here when there is time, and we den­
izens of the spirit world who visit these seances 
understand when we ask the kind Spirit-Presi­
dent, the Rev. John Pierpont, if we may man­
ifest, and he answers, “Not to-day.” that he 
has a good reason for his refusal.

When 1 have come close to some of my friends 
I have often thought, “ Oh! what a mistake to 
go through this world as If it were all of life.” 
Yet I do know there are times when they (eel 
that vre who have passed on cannot be far 

away, but they think no further than that.

Klien, I know of the many changes wliloli 
have come to you, for when we are upon the 
earth plane we are cognizant of what Is inking 
place here. 1 knew also when sickness camo 
to you, and you were ministered to by kind 
ones In spirit whom you could not behold, at 
though you felt that there must be a power 
aiding you. How often people here say, “It 
was God that took care of me.” Yes, it Is 
God's power, but it is given through his minis­
tering angels, who attend you and ever seek to 
guide and guard you from all harm.

1 speak to you, Ellen, but my words are in­
tended for the rest also, and they will under­
stand why I speak in this way. 1 would that 
you all would seek to learn more of that which 
concerns your spiritual welfare while you are 
upon the earth plane, for it will be a great aid 
to you when you come to dwell with us.

In’Memphis, Tenn, a handful of my friends 
still dwell. Ellen Potter, to whom 1 have been 
addressing myself, Mr. Chairman, lives in Ope­
lousas, La. She was there during the Rebellion.

I am Sarah A. Potter.

Sarah Pole.

Mr. Chairman, 1 am happy to be able to 
come to-day.

This message 1 send to you, Alice, and to 
mother and George. Mary is lie,re, and In­
crease is with me-your father; he knows the 
changes that have been made in business, and 
he says: Be careful what you sign.

Alice, dear child, grandmother has been a 
true mother to you in every sense of the word, 
and my prayer is that she may stay with you a 
long time in the home where you are so happy. 
Changes have come, it is true, and I have been 
aware of them all.

I should never have thought, while in my 
material form, that I would sometime speak 
here, but 1 am very glad to do so, and 1 am aid­
ed by those here whose duty it. seems to be to 
give strength and courage to those who seek to 
return with loving words to the dear ones on 
earth.

Alice, my dear daughter, “mother” has nev­
er forgotten you. When 1 left you I asked God 
to take care of you, and He has done so; and 
when your father came to meet me I asked. 
again that, mother might be spared to you 
long, and she has been, for she is now over 
eighty, but 1 still pray to the Father in heaven 
that she may tarry many years longer. Be 
kind, be charitable, be gentle; and seek to ful­
fill your mission well.

When you were in Melrose 1 was with you 
daily. Since the change has come, and you 
have gone further off—into Reading—1 have 
visited you the same. lam glad to feel that we 
are welcome there as are his own people. There 
are some who doubt our coming, and even our 
very existence; but, dear child, learn all you 
can of things spiritual, for it will aid you much 
when you pass t lirough f he portal termed death.

My name is Sarah Pote. I passed away at 
East Boston, Mass,, many years ago.

Jennie Hill.

[To the Chairman:] 1 would like to speak to 
you, sir. [You arc very welcome ]

1 lived in Springfield, 111. I’ve been in the 
Summer-Land a long time. I was only four 
years old when I went away. I remember a 
little about living here, but not much. Grand­
ma Hill says I’d be about twelve now. I’m 
quite a large girl now, but you understand, 
Mr. Chairman, that when we .come on to the 
earth-plane we take on the feelings we hail 
when we passed away.

My mamma’s name is Mary Jane, so 1 suppose 
that is why they call me Jennie.

I want to tell my people here that I am at­
tending lectures. My teacher says I am very 
proficient in my music. I go to school every 
day. We have only one session, then wc take 
lessons in painting and drawing. My teacher 
in painting is Mrs. Lutie Blair. She used to 
live only a little way from Boston—at Rock 
Bottom. Slie used to paint, and she used to 
come to Boston, too.

Oli! 1 want to tell you one thing more, Mr. 
Chairman: Mr. Jolin G. Whittier visits our 
school, and he puts his hand on the children’s 
heads and speaks so kindly to them. The spirit 
gentleman opposite [Mr. Colby] says.I could n’t. 
have better hands on my head. I did n’t know 
Mr. Whittier here.

I want you to say, please, sir, that I ’m Jen- 
nie Hill.

Rosie Fletcher.

What a pleasure it is, Mr. Chairman, to watch 
the little children as they personate themselves 

,so perfectly. 1 love children, so happy, mirth­
ful and innocent, and 1 do not wonder that 
mortals shed such bitter tears when the little 
ones are taken out of the household.

1 was but a child when 1 passed on, and, dear 
Grammie, I know you have drunk deeply from 
the cup of sorrow, at the loss of the physical 
presence of your loved ones, many times. 
When Belle went, you felt,as though you could 
not have it so; but could you see how happy we 
are in spirit you would not. mourn so deeply.

Dear Aunt Ella, learn all you can of the life 
to come, while you are on earth, and you can 
easily do so, for you have good medial powers.

I did not think of speaking when I came into 
this meeting to day, but Belle urged me so 
hard, because she wanted me to speak for her 
also, that 1 could not well refuse. She sends 
loving words to John and to her darling child, 
Walter. She sends warm greetings also to her 
dear father and mother.

Belle and 1 are happy together. She saw me 
before the spirit took its flight. She asked 
mentally that God would take care of dear 
Walter, and in a few moments she was gazing 
upon tbe sweet faces of those who bad come to 
greet her, among them Brother Walter, who 
said, “Sister Belle, I warmly greet you.” lie 
passed away when a little child, while she 
grew to womanhood and became a mother ere 
she went to the Summer-Land.

Dear Grammie, you are not alone, even though 
it may seem so to your physical senses. In a 
little while (for a few years will speed swiftly 
by), grandpa and all the rest of us will meet 
you when you shall cross tbe crystal river to 
our beautiful shore.

I know you often say in your heart, Grammie, 
“How long it seems, Rosie, since you were 
taken away.” Yes, as you reckon time it is a 
long while, but every hour is filled with so 
much activity, so much that interests and en­
gages our earnest attention in the. spirit-land, 
that the time seems short to me.

Father and mother stand beside me, and send 
warm greetings to you all. They speak of you 
collectively, because there are too many to men­

tion individually.
Dear Uncle Fred, I know you are anxious to 

come into communication with Isabelle, and 
you will do so in a very little while; then wait 
patiently until the opportunity presents itself.

Aunt Mary, you cannot yet be reconciled to

Spirit Mesauve*.
The following messages from Individual spirits have been 

received (according tn dates) at The Banner Circles, 
through the mediumship of Mas. B. F. Smith; they will 
appear In due order on our sixth page:

Xov. 23.-Sami>el Hidden; Theodora Wray; George Kams, 
don; Adelaide WrightTults; Llzetta Holt; Henry Revett; 
Cnarlotte Worthen.

Abr. 30.—Mary A. Morse; Margaret A. Norton; Olive HUI;
John Bellows; Charlie Elms; Ed. 8. Wheeler.

Dec. 7.—Amos Walker; Hattie L. 8. Harris; Susan P. Fay; 
Susan It. Holden; Marla Howland; Tom O’Riley; Clara 
Wellington.

Dec. 14 —Nettle J. Wentworth; Matilda S. Grantman; 
Theresa A. Metcall; Jonathan Hosmer; Charles Heyward; 
Mary A. Wheeler-Woml: Louisa Theobald.

Dec. 21.—Harry L. Taft; Capt. John Lindsey; Alexander 
A. Campbell; Thomas Moon; Annie Marla Osborn; William 
8. Sloane; Emma Sloane.

Der. 28.—Sarah J. King; William H. Brown: Hannah E, 
Lucas; Theodore Grant; Hannah Constantine; Charles 
Wass; Hannah M. Bates; Jolin W. Harris; Isa Richardson.

allot) was like a prayer of thankfulness that es­
caped from him, although unique for a prayer: 
“ By Jovel I feel as young as I did fifty years 
agoT What Is thanksgiving but tbd grateful 
recognition of blessings? ’

“Tululu" was first to meet him in special 
recognition; then one by one he perceived his 
friends and guides, according to their spiritual 
nearness. We wreathed for him those price­
less flowers from our home, of which lie had 
fashioned such an abundance: flowers of the 
kind deeds; acts of benevolence unseen of 
mortals; true generosity in loving and giving. 
Ah! how- bis spirit humbly and as a child 
received this tender ministration. Through 
whatever scenes with friends of childhood 
days, guided by mother love and paternal joy; 
through whatever reunion of sacred friend­
ships, unsullied, undimmed by time; through 
the meeting and mingling with those who were 
his own, .we may not follow: Spirits who in 
outward li^e have been as true and unswerving 
as was he to his convictions, find their own 
without any intervening shadow.

But he had his way about flowersand groves, 
shady walks and murmuring streams, repro­
ductions of the familiar scones loved on earth; 
scenes where he had been wont to take refuge 
from arduous labor, beside tbe sounding sea 
and along the rugged shores of rock diffed 
New England. He had his way; for we re 
ceived him in our pearly canoe—propelled by 
white swans, heralded by white doves, with 
flower garlands to guide tbe winged, fairylike 
steeds; amid soft musical numbers and chant- 
ings of numberless spirits who rejoiced in his 
release from earth; above, around, shone the 
light of the wondrous realm, pulsing in wel­
coming waves of joy, while far beneath (not in 
space but condition) rolled away the vanishing 
shadows of earth-pain and care. Yet ever from 
scenes of beauty and visible forms of loveli­
ness he would turn to us—to the spirits of the 
forms he saw, and say (“in thought more pal­
pable than speech”): “These are my messen 
gers, my spirit children, and all these [think­
ing of those whom he had met] are my friends.”

Those who have aided him in spreading the 
gospel of Spiritualism, who have watched and 
guarded the unfurling of The Banner from 
week to week; tlibse who have prompted, led, 
checked him (when needed) during those years 
of service for truth, have no need to make 
room or place for him in their counsels. He 
is one of them!

On the lame Sunday evening he wm agalh at 
tbe circle of Mrs. Mom, and at about 0;S0 
o'clock M1m Western materialized, and calling 
him to the cabinet said to him that she had 
been to Somersworth that night, and bad noti­
fied our circle of what she had done, and that 
he would hear from it when he got home, which 
he most assuredly did.

If we put any dependence in moral evidence, 
or have any faith left in human honesty, what 
conclusion can we draw from the above, other 
than that the angel-world is constantly and 
persistently trying to impress upon mortals the 
living truth that “death is but an event in 
life,” and “that death does not end all,” and , 
further, that our loved ones are not lost, but 
may and do return to us?

Wm. S. Pierce, Pres, of Spiritualist Society.
Somersworth, N. If.

Spiritual ^^nomtna.

her go! tig, but the time will come when you will 
grieve lew and be comforted with the assurance 
of a blessed relinlon hereafter.

Dear Orammle, Aunt Ella, each one in the 
family, 1 send this message to you all. Belle is 
with you dally, and also visits her home, her 
father and mother. You look upon the vacant 
chair, the vacant place at the table, John, but 
she is with you, and she will care for you and 
minister to your spiritual wants as she could 
not were»she in the material form. You will 
say to this, “ But 1 needed her so much here.” 
So she feels, but in God’s wisdom she was re­
moved, and he knows what is best.

Be patient all, for the time la fast approach­
ing when the grand reunion shall take place, 
and we shall eagerly and warmly greet, and 
welcome you to our home above.

I was called Rosie Fletcher, but 1 was named 
Rosabella. I lived in Lowell, Mass., but some 
Of the friends I speak of are in Wellesley.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
GIVEN THROUGH THE MEDIUMSHIP OF

W. J. COLVILLE.

[On account of the non-arrival in the mart of 
the expected MS. therefor, we are obliged to 
omit the usual Answers to (Questions this week.
-Ed.] ___________________________

For the Banner of Light.

The Reception in Spirit-Life of 
Luther* Colby.

Written by " Ouina,” through her medium, Mrs. 
Cora L. V. Richmond (Water-Lily).

How rejoiced we all were, on the spirit side 
of life, when we saw that at last the noble chief 
(Colby) was to be set free. He had suffered so 
much in his body, and his mind had been so 
often disturbed of late, that we knew the tran­
sition would bring great release.

Little do mortals know (or realize if they 
know) what it is to be enfranchised from the 
limitations of time and sense.

We had all watched over and tried to relieve 
his sufferings—I mean “Tnlulu” (Mrs. Fannie 
Conant), Vashti, Dr. Pike, the Indian “medi­
cine men," Dr. Hush, and all of the Colby- 
chief’,s “ children,” (tbe spirit-messengers wlmm 
lie had adopted as his own,) when the Willis 
chief (Fred L. II. Willis, who was with him 
much during the last days) was trying to help 
and soothe him.

We knew how he would be missed; but there 
is always a lessening of the seeming importance 
of human places, and even duties, under the 
great stress and urgency of the mighty angel 
who comes to disenthrall.

He alone, of whom this is written, knows his 
own inner preparation for this yielding up of 
the strong fortress in earth-life, in which he 
had fought the battle for truth from the ram­
parts of his own integrity, strengthened ever 
by the unseen, yet painable ones, who loved 
him because of his devotion to the truth of 
Spiritualism.

With a strong nature, engaged in a work in 
earth life that is paramount, and accustomed 
for two-score years to wield the instrument 
more mighty than the sword in a cause most 
sacred, it is not strange if at the gateway of 
the Change called Beautiful there was a strug 
gle, like that of the meeting and hesitation, of 
the incoming and outgoing tides, the ebbing 
and flowing of the life-forces of an impulsive, 
turbulent, impetuous, child-like, generous, lov­
ing and noble heart.

But it came, the Great Supreme, and he was 
free and aware.

Oh! how I wish you could know—you, dear 
heart, who may be reading this with eyes 
dimmed with tears of sorrow, blind, earthly, 
but tender, human sorrow—what this release 
really is. Happily, perhaps, human beings 
dread and shrink from for themselves, and 
mourn when it comes to others, the one Su­
preme Benefaction of existence; otherwise 
earth could not retain them.

Now it had come! He wants me here to say 
that he never for one instant lost conscious- 
ners—either of where he was in bodily form, 
of what was transpiring in the room with the 
bouse ol clay, or of what was passing in his 
own experience. Just as he was when the 
kind friends in earth-form stood around, so lie 
was, as far as consciousness was concerned, 
when be recognized the added company into 
which he was admitted by added perception.

That which transpired before us all, and of 
which lie was the most conscious, was truly re­
markable: There was an instantaneous slough­
ing off of every pain, care, vexation, weakness, 
trouble; I never saw a spirit that had suffered 
so much from these afflictions in tbe body, so 
absolutely and instantaneously freed. His 
spirit sprang into bis new existence as an aero 
bat might leap from a prison of paper, or a 
giant, aroused, might spring from gyves of 
straw. The vigor, fervor, faith in humanity, 
hopes of youth, all came forth, illumining 
and transfiguring him instantly! The exclam

Materialized According to Promise.
To (lie Editor of the Banner of Light:

The writer would ask space to inform your 
readers of a remarkable occurrence that took 
place in our materializing seances in Somers­
worth, N. IL, under tbe mediumship of Henry 
A. Cobb, a citizen of this place, and known 
from boyhood by nearly all the circle, and per­
sonally known to all to be above trickery and 
imposture.

The manifestations came under the direct 
observation of the writer, and were as follows:

About two mouths ago Mr. William IT. Rich, 
than whom’no more honest man exists, at a 
Sunday evening seance was exiled Io the cabi­
net by LuciHe Western, one of Mr. Cobb’s cab 
inet controls, and was told by her that when 
he went to New York (and it was generally 
known that he was going some time that week) 
if lie would go to 345 West Thirty-Fourth 
street he would fine a medium by tbe name of 
Effle A. Moss, and if he would attend one of 
her seances she would materialize and sing to 
him.

Mr. Rich announced to the circle what had 
been said, and the name and address of the 
medium were taken down by the writer; the ( 
name of this medium and her location were i 

entirely new to every one in the circle, includ­
ing the medium, Mr. Cobb.

On Friday morning following Mr. Rich called 
at my office to say that lie was about to take 
the train for New York, and that he should go 
to the address mentioned above, and if he found 
things all right and Miss Western camo lie 
would ask her to come back to our circle and 
inform us of the fact before lie should arrive, 
adding that from the nature of his business we 
need not expect to hear anything until the 
Tuesday seance following, at least.

He went to New York, arriving there in the 
forenoon, and failing to do any business that 
day, started early in the afternoon for 345 West 
Thirty-Fourth street.

Arriving there, lie inquired for Mrs. Moss, 
and was delighted to discover there was a me­
dium there by that name. He was invited into 
the house, and found that a seance was then 
about to be held. He obtained permission to 
remain, and with fifteen others patiently wait­
ed to see what would be the result.

Several materializations occurred, and every­
thing was going on as usual, when “ Lillie,” the 
little cabinet control, was heard to say from 
within the cabinet, “ This is so funny,” repeat­
ing the exclamation. On being asked by some 
one of tbe sitters what was “so funny,” she 
said: “There is a spirit materializing in here 
who says, ‘ I promised to come, and I am here,’ ” 
and Lillie asked the sitters if any one, there 
could tell what was meant.

Several answered that they could not, but 
Mr. Rich, who is a very secretive man, though 
he thought he understood, said nothing, and 
awaited further developments. No one in the 
room ever saw him before —ever heard his 
name or where he came from.

Pretty soon the well known voice of Miss 
Western was beard within tbe cabinet, singing 
“Then You’ll Remember Me,” rendering it 
beautifully. After the song was ended, she came 
out and called for Mr. Rich, of whom she asked 
when he came to tbe cabinet if she had not re- 
aeemed her promise; and upon being assured 
by him that she had done so in a most satis 
.factory.manner, she led him into the middle of 
tbe room and introduced him to the circle, 
telling them he was a friend of hers who lived 
more than three hundred mile? from there, 
and whom she had promised if be would come 
there she would materialize for and sing to 
him; she then asked tbe sitters to bear wit­
ness that she had kept her promise. Then she 
took Mr. Rich back to the cabinet, and he 
asked her to come back to our circle on Sun­
day evening following and announce tbe fact 
that she had fulfilled her agreement with him.

At our Sunday evening stance here in Som­
ersworth, at about 8 o’clock, Miss Western ma 
terialized, called me to the cabinet, and said to 
me that she had met Mr. Rich at tbe place 
named, in a stance of tbe medium named, and 
bad sung to him as she had promised to do, and 
requested me to so announce to the circle, 
which I did before taking my seat. No one in 
the meantime bad heard a word from Mr. Rich 
since he left our city.

Spirit Concert by the Hutchinsons.
To tbe Editor of tbe Banner of Light:

Last evening, the relatives of Mrs. Abby 
Hutchinson Patton and the Hutchinson Family 
of singers residing in Orange, four in number, 
together with two ladies from outside the fam­
ily, met at the request of “ Aunt Abby,” to at­
tend a concert which the family were an­
nounced to give in spirit laud on Christmas 
Eve. She thought some of us would be able to 
bear the singing.

We gathered around a small table.. Abby 
came through her niece Marion and wrote, 
“Turn down the gas and have Ludlow sing 
‘The Farmer’s Daughter,’ so as to collect 
tbe forces.

Ludlow Patton, Abby’s former husband, then 
sang “The Farmer’s Daughter,” a song com­
posed by Abby’s brother Judson, accompany­
ing himself on his banjo. While singing Mr. 
Patton felt himself touched gently on his 
shoulders and sides several times by the spirits. 
On the last verse Abby and her brothers joined 
in thesinging. Their voices were faintly heard 
by most of those present.

Abby then requested her great-grandniece 
Helen, seven years old, to recite a piece. She 
complied by reciting “ The Owl and the Pussy 
Cat.” This was encored by both spirits anil 
ourselves. In response to the encore Helen re­
cited Mrs. Fanny Gage’s “Perplexed1 House­
keeper,” to the delight of spiritsand mortals.

Abby next asked us to listen and hear the 
Hutchinson Family sing “The Old Granite 
State.” In this song the family gave some ac­
count of themselves when in earth-life. The 
quartet was distinctly heard, as also the ap. 
plause of the spirits which followed the singing. 
The table was rapped upon loudly by the spirits 
in imitation of applause, and we mortals clapped 
our hands most vigorously to show our appre­
ciation of the effort the Hutchinsons made to 
give us some Christmas cheer. The family 
awakened in their spirit auditors a glow of en­
thusiasm much like that of their earth-experi­
ences.

The next request from Abby was to have her 
former husband, Mr. Ludlow Patton, sing 
“ - 'nly a Thin Veil Between Us,” which he did, 
accompanied by Marion, his present wife, on 
the piano. The Hutchinson family were dis­
tinctly heard to join in singing the chorus to' 
the .three verses of the song.

The Egyptian spirit, Vanchi, the control of 
the late Mis. T. F. Dean, of Onset, then made 
herself manifest. Mr. Patton felt a weight on 
his right shoulder. Vanchi said she was sitting 
there, and had spoken into his ear the word 
“ bravissimo,” as her recognition of his line 
rendering of the song he had just sung.

Abby informed us that there was a large 
gathering of spirits to hear her brothers and 
herself sing. They wanted to hear some of the 
old songs that they were accustomed to hear 
the family sing when in earth life. In re­
sponse to many requests, she said that she 
would now sing the first part of Tennyson’s 
“May Queen,” and if we would listen she 
thought some of us could hear her. Then 
followed the rendering of that famous song, in 
Abby’s' most buoyant and bewitching style. 
Her intonation was perfect. The effect on us 
mortals was very exciting. When she finished 
the song a well-merited measure of approbation 
was awarded to her by her spirit hearers. If 
Tennyson had been present (perhaps he was) 
he could not have longed for a truer embodi­
ment of his own “Queen of May” than then

I stood warbling forth in strains so musical a 
I poetry which is beauty and music in their most 

glowing forms.
Those of us who were clairvoyantly able to 

see Abby, reported her as appearing as she 
was when at her best in earth-life.

Abby declined to sing another solo, as she 
wanted her brother Judson to sing his song of 
“ Calomel,” which he composed long years ago. 
He then sang the said song, to the delight'd 
both audiences, spiritual and earthly. Hjs 
enunciation was clear and distinct, and his 
violin spoke the word “calo-mel” just as it 
used to do in years gone by, when .singing the 
song to his earthly audiences. Anybody who 
ever heard Judson sing the song was more de­
lighted to hear it than to take fhe.dw.g. 1 
would much rather hear him bring out in hu, 
quaintest tones that “ cal-o mel,” than to give 
it to others to take.

Marion then went to the piano, and her Aunt 
Abby played through her an original piece, 
which she named “Silver Bells.” It was sweet, 
new and bell like, and Abby promised to en­
large and improve it for a future occasion.

The Hutchinsons then sang a closing piece, 
bidding good by for-the present to brothers and 
sisters in both spheresot life. They gave thanks 
for the kind reception given them, and an­
nounced another concert for Thursday even­
ing, Dec. 27,1894.

It has been generally believed that this world 
would never hear again the Hutchinson Family , 
in song, as all but one had passed into spirit-; 
life. Last night’s experience shows that they - 
still live, and, under favorable conditions, can 
be heard again somewhat as of yore.

The singing of last night brings to mind the 
beautiful verses of the celebrated Quaker and 
spiritual poetess, Mrs. Mary Howitt, concern­
ing the Hutchinsons. I recall only a few of the 
lines:

“Hand of young apostles;
Such to me ye seem, 

As I list your singing, 
In a rapturous dream; 

Taint of earth I see not
In your clear eves shine;

You to me resemble
Natures all divine;

Pure, seraphic creatures, 
^From some higher sphere, 

-Who. but lor love and pity 
Never had been here,

- Who, but for human fellowship, 
Had never shed a tear.”

Orange, N. J., Dec. 25, 1894. N. IV.

Dandruff is due to an enfeebled state of the skin. 
Hall’s Hair Renewer quickens the nutritive functions 
of the skin, healing and preventing the formation of 
dandruff.

Convention in Vermont.
The twenty-sixth Annual Convention or the Vermont 

State Spiritualist Association will he held at Essex Junction. 
Vermont, on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Jan. II, 12 and 
13.1895.

The Contention opens at 2 o'clock r.M. Friday in the 
Folsom House Hall.

In addition to the State speakers, the managers have en­
gaged F. A. Wlgdn of Salem, Mass., tbe well-known lec­
turer and test medium.

Good music will be furnished under the direction of Miss 
Angle Truax.

Board at tbe Folsom House £1.00 per day; single meals 
25 cents. ‘

One session will be devoted to the Equal Bights Associa­
tion. There will be test seance and entertainment evenings, 
wit ha small door fee.

Essex Junction Is a central point, and this is tbe Annua) 
Convention, and officers are to be elected for tbe ensuing 
year. Let there be a good attendance

Tbe Central Vermont Railroad will sell tickets for fare 
one way from the following stations: Bellows Falls, Lud­
low, Rutland, Mount Holly, Brandon, Middlebury, New Ha­
ven, Windsor, White River Junction, West Randolph, East 
Granville, Roxbury. Northfield, Barre. Tickets will also be 
onsaleat thefollowingstatlonaatJcents per mile: Swanton 
Juqctlon, St. Albans, East Georgia, Georgia, Charlotte, Bol­
ton, Waterbury, Middlesex, Montpelier, Cambridge June- 
tlon, Jeffersonville, Cambridge.

A cordial Invitation Is extended to all Those having dues, 
please remit to the Treasurer, Janus Crossett, Waterbury, 
Vermont

By order of the Board of Managers.
Janes Crossett, Sk'v.

fragra.it
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Jan. 5.Roxbury. Huan.

Jan. 20. Chicago, 111.

Hattie Stafford Stannary,

How to Get Well
AND

Jan. 5. lw- How to Keep Well
A Family Physician and Guide to Health.

BY T. A. BLAND, M.D.4w‘Jan. 5.

Dec. 29. 3w

Jan. 5. hv*

Jan. 5. 4w*

express only, at the purchaser’s expense. 
For sale by COLBY A RICH. tf

Jan. 5.Winter street, Room 6, Boston

Jan. 5. iw
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AgainstDec. 22. tr

the Rock
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New Music
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A TEST FOR YOU

Passed to Spirit-Life.

From Brookline, N. II., Dec. 16, Eliza Ann, wife 
lei Hobart, aged 69 years.

' [OUtuary Notices not oter Iwenly liner in lenplh ore pub- 
lished gratuitously, mtn exceeding that number, twenty cents 
tor each additional line will be charged. Ten words on an aver­
se male a line. No poetry admitted under the above heading.

Keep it Handy.

MAGNETIC FOOT BATTERY ^

By H. L. WILLIAMS, an Old KeaMent.

Price *5 cents.
For sale by COLBY A RICH. _____________ ' ■

A Scientific and Mystical Novel, 
Dealing with Spiritual Law and the Latent 

Attainments in Practical Science.

BY W. J. COLVILLE.

U'roiiuuiHWl lii'.js;

Mrs. C. B. Bliss, 
mWEST CONCORD STREET, Boston. Friday and 

Sunday at 8. Wednesday and Sunday afternoon.

“Why She Became a Spiritualist.”
264 pages. One copy, 81-00; six, 85.00.

“ From Night to Morn;
Or, Au Appeal to the Baptist Church.’

32 pages. One copy, 15 cents; ten, 81.60.
“The Bridge Between Two Wo. Ids.”

“OUIJA”

This is a war.story, a love story, and an e.rpo'if ot politico 
crimes of the war period.

From Batavia, N. Y., Dec. 20, Miss Sarah K. Stevens.

Dr. Addison Crabtree,
7 QI TREMONT ST. Diagnosis and Cure of Diseases 
.LOA at a distance. 30 J ears. Send stamp, age and sex.

Nov. 3.

aEUTJTRZEEL 

RULES

260 pages, cloth, price, postpaid, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents.

For sale by COLBY A RICH.___________________________

MEDIUMI8TIC PALMIST,

Florence K. White,
17 W MTH STREET, New York City, Trance and

4 Business Medium. Clairvoyant Medical Diagnosis 
Terms 82.00. Sunday Stances 8 o'clock. M 111 go out for 
platform work. Jan 5

Far Over Fifty Yean

TLTRS. C. SCO TT, Trance and Business Me- 
LIL ilium, returned to No. 158 West 15th street, New York.

Nov. 17. 9w*

ASTROLOGY.
The “Helping Hand ” to Rise Above Fate.

rpHE ELIXIR OF LIFE. From a Chela’s 
1 Diary. By G. M„ F. T. S.
Paper. Price Scents.
For sale by COLBY 4 RICH.

Jan. 5. .

May be Addressed until farther netten.

Jan. 5.

MRS. M. G. MURRELL, Clairvoyant, Busi- 
LIL (less. Test Developing and Pn phetlc Medium. Clrcl* 
Tnesuay and Thursday evenings 33 West 59th street.

PSYCHOMETRIC and Business Reading, or 
X six questions answered. 50 cents and two stamps. 
MARGUERITE BURTON,Station A. Boston.

Nov. 10. 13W

jDija’m. 1^rpentek^
Place, off Warren street, Roxbury. Jan. 6.

tabSlSrT^

freely. In from one to live minutes tho table will commence to move, nt firs slowly t ie faits? ami win ahi.

P Price <1 ,OO, postage 30 cents. For sale by COLBY 4 RICH. eow

MRS. THAXTER.
Banner of Light Building, Boston, Mass.

Jan. 5.

mrr SEND < CENTS IN POSTAGE, a lock of your 
rKrr hair, m™®. age and sex, and I will send you a 
I IILL clairvoyant diagnosis of jour disease tree.

Address DK. C. E. BATDOKF,
Jan. 5. Mechanicsville, Iowa.

FIFE OF MOLLIE FANCHER. Cloth. 81.50. 
JU Send for it. HOWARD TOWER, 517 6th Av., New York. 

Apr. 14. fy

Q/AWEST CONCORD STREET, BOSTON. Tuesday 
UV at# r. J(., Thursday and Sunday, 2:30 f.M,

Jan. 5.

Mrs. A. E. Cunningham,
247 Columbus Avenue, Boston.

Nov. 24.

Song and Chorus by F. M PAINE,

“Tlie Snmmcr-Ijencl,”
Price 25 cents.
For sale by COLBY 4 RICH.

Price Reduced from 11.50 to ll.OO.

FOR THE SEARCHERS AFTER TRUTH .

MRS. J. C. EWELL, Inspirational and Medi- 
lll. cal Physician,M2Tremontstreet,cor. Hanson,Boston. 

Jan. 5.

CRATEFUL-COMFORTINC. 

EPPS’S COCOA.

Dec. 8. 9teow London, England.

SSM
Station J, New York CHy, isw* Oct. 20.

BY EMMA HARDINGS BRITTEN.

FOUNDED IN 1805.

Terms, 82.50 a year.
Boom 58, 98 and 04 La Salle Street,

OR PSYCHOMETRIC DELINEATION.

Mar. 17. . 46w

January Maguainea, 
flcnnmijtVaThe new rolling (ip o^eoi with ev­

ery fMuevhffiM to/iubiertben. Robert Grant hai bli 
first paper In the itrleson "The Art o! Living," "In- 
com<ibeiDg ditouued, and' tftlft evidence that ex­
ceedingly Interesting articles ire to be the product of 
Mr, Grant’s pen. A. Conan Doyle lias a pOem, "A 
Forgotten Tale"; Henry Wolf and his work are de- 
soilbod In a paper on " Amerloan Wood-Engravers”; 
"A Tysoan'Shrine" Is by Edith Wharton; several 
illustrations add Interest) George Meredith’s serial,
“ The Amazing Marriage," to be continued through 
the year, bus an Installment of four chapters; "The 
Beginning of Amerlcau Parties ’’ is by Noah Brooks. 
11 has nine portraits, This Is to be followed by other 
papers on “ American Party Politics." Gilbert Par­
ker has a story out of Labrador," The Going of the 
White Swan ’’; “ The Wanderers" Is a poem by Har­
riet Prescott Spofford; “Mental Characteristics of 
the Japanese ’’ Is from the pen of George Trumbull 
Ladd; Charles DjLanlercontributes “Sawney'sDeer- 
Lick”; Maudli Bailington Booth tells about Die " Sal­
vation Army Work In the Slums,” and produces a 
very readable article tor general perusal:" Sunset" is 
a short poem by Josephine Preston Peabody. Remi­
niscences ofj Dr. Holmes are always in order, and Dr. 
Thomas Dwight has many to close the regular table 
of contents. “ The Point of View " has several pleas­
ing articles. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York.

St.‘Nicholas.—The new year begins promisingly 
for the little ones In the current Issue of this always 
entertaining magazine. It has a decidedly holiday 
flavor, aud there are articles to suit every taste. El­
bridge S. Brooks continues his serial, “A Boy of the 
First Empire,” and gets Into important epochs of Na- 
poleoii’s history. "Three Freshmen: Ruth, Fran and 
Nathalie.” by Jessie M. Anderson, Is a new serial for 
girls, giving a bright and lively account of glrl-llfe at 
Smith College. Brander Matthews has an article on 
Ralph Waldo Emerson,with a full-length standing por­
trait of the philosopher to add Interest. Albert Stearns 
continues “Chris and the Wonderful Lamp." “A Pip­ 
ing Pie,” and " Who peeks, Finds,” are two fantastic  
stories. “JackiBalMer’s Fortunes,” by Howard Pyle, 
are still wound up in \he pirate Teach. " Tim Sheri­
dan and his ChristmasXloose,” by Leonard M. Price,  
U.S.A., tells of aboy wh\ saves the life of an officer  
with whom he is hunting, And gets a flue goose for his 
prize. C. F. Holder writes ^bout" Rogue Elephants,”  
and describes some of the thrilling scones that attend­ 
ed the killing of some of tht| most famous of them.  
" The Cherry-Colored Purse "\Is a true story by Susan  
Fentmore Cooper, and shows \how a little girl bought  
eleven presents with eleven pennies. "An Astonished 
Snow-Man ” Is very funny. The poems in the number 
are by Helen Gray Cone, Dorothea Lummls, Frederick 
Opper, Tudor Jenks and Mrs. Mary Mapes Dodge. 
The Century Co., Union Square, New York.

The Magazine of Art.—"Autumn Leaves" Is a 
beautiful etching. "A Study for 'Coriolanus’” is 
another full-page engraving. "Sergeant Tanvlray ” 
is after the celebrated painting by Grolleron, mil 
cannot fail to stir the lieart of every patriot. Under 
the caption, of “Private Picture Collections in Glas­
gow and West ot Scotland," Is a recital ot the collec­
tion of A. J. Kirkpatrick; bringing out, among other 
valuable subjects, the head o! a gipsy girl In full page. 
" Art in the Theatre ” shows up the ballet to fine ad­
vantage. Thomas Hope McLachlan, the artist, Is 
well described, and six of his best pictures are repro­
duced. "English ‘Arts and Crafts’from a French­
man’s Point of View” has its second installment. 
"Sculpture of the Year," by Claude Phillips, brings 
ou^a symmetrical shaped Orpheus, not a very line 
"Oblivion,” a beautiful Circe, a taking “Goddess 
Gerd," and other nice pieces. The chronicles are re­
plete with news of Importance to artists. The Cassel) 
Pub. Co., 31 East Seventeenth street, New York.

New England Magazine.—Burlington, Vermont, 
is finely described and illustrated by G. G. Benedict; 
" Raleigh’s Lost Colony ” Is by James P. Baxter; " A 

Jiapterof Alaska” is one of C. E. Cabot’s best de- 
stripiive sketches; "Radcliffe College" Is done in 
Helen Leah Reed's finest manner. It is beautifully 
aud fully illustrated. Lowell Mason is told all about 
by Thomas II. Jenks and Rev. S. F. Smith, I). 1)., 
author of "America." Ralph Adams Cram has de­
scribed the Christ Church chimes very minutely, and 
the frontispiece in the same line gives a very good 
idea as to how the bells are manipulated. There are 
several poems In the number, beside stories of ro- 
mance and travel. Warren F. Kellogg, 5 Park Square, 
Boston.

Cassell’s Family Magazine.-" Tlie Voice of 
the Charmer,” by L. T. Meade, lias four chapters in 
the current issue. Some of tlie other readable articles 
are: "Novel Writlngaud Novel Reading,” by Freder­
ick Dolman; " The Meaning of the Chinese Button,” 
A, J. Bamford; “The Cabinet and its Secrets,” Sir 
Wemyss Reid; “ People who Face Death,” A. E.
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ON AND AFTER MARCH l»T,1866, all letters mint be 
addressed to me m follows:

„ DUS. TEEHEES and WATKINS,gnn Dieno. 
Cui., as on that date wo shall become partners; and al­
though I have had most wonderful success In Dio past In 
clu ing tlie sick, I am satisfied that It will be nothing in coin- 
liar son willi the great good jhat cab Iio accomplished by 
both of us working together

Dr. J. M. Peebles la the best educated physician In tho 
world to-day. and will bo of the greatest help to mo In my 
practice, while I trust that 1 may bo of equal benefit to him. 
We shall open a large Health Home, In « hich we shall 
have steam baths, sun baths, elect) Ic baths, Turkish baths, 
and all modern appliances for curing tlie sick; and wo shall 
continue to treat Die sick by letter just the same as now 
until March 1st. Send leading symptom, full name, age, sex, 
and two2-cent stamps to DR. O. E. WATKINS, Box 
401, Ayer, Miu,., and receive is free diognosisflJim. 5.

The Egyptian Luck Board, 
A Talking Board.

Tho" Ouija "Is without doubt Die most 
Interesting, remarkable and mysterious 
production of Ilie 19tli century. Its opera- 
lions arc always Interesting, and frequent­
ly Invaluable, answering, as It does, (pies, 
tlons concerning tho part, present and fu- 
PAT®* .1^iitarvelous accuracy. It furnishes never-falling amusement and recreation for all classes while for the anlnV, 

k»m

Dumont C. Dake,IM. D. 
408 Columbus Avenue, Boston, 

Mass., treats all forms of 

Chronic Disease. Hope for In­

valids. Consulted In person 
or by letter. Send stamp for 
20-pago pamphlet, free..

DR. DAKE Is the most pow­
erful healer I ever met.-J. 
Cleos Wright.

ST. LOUIS MAGAZINE
TO YOUB ADDRESS

Two Years for $1.

Mme. Marshall,

OUR MAGNETIC FOOT BATTERIES 
challenge the world for any potency which will 

equal them for keeping your feet warm. These 
iOOT BATTERIES remove all achesand pains 
from feet and limbs,cause a feeling of new life and 
vigor equal to the days of youth. Think of the 
luxury of warm feet all winter in all weather! 
These MAGNETIC BATTERIES increase the 
flow of blood, vitalize it and cause a most delight­
ful feeling.the moment your feet rest upon these 
powerful MAGNETIC INSOLES. Every pair 
gives comfort and satisfaction. If you keep your 
feet warm you cannot catch cold. What’s the use 
of suffering from those tired, all-gone, worn out 
feelings? A pair of our MAGNETIC FOOT 
BATTERIES will act like a charm on your 
blood, and give you a sensation of warmth and 
vigor at once Try a pair of them quick. 81.00, 
or 3 pairs for $2.co. any size, by mail. Send for 
our book, “A Pinm IWO to Health,” free

CHICAGO MAGNETIC SHIELD CD., 
1401 Masonic Temple, CHICAGO-
Nov. 10,____________________________________________

WILL read from Palmistry all matters pertaining to love, 
lawsuits, lost or stolen property, true and false friends, 
marriage Intentions, business prospects, legacies, pensions, 

sickness or death, lucky or unlucky days, when and how to 
speculate, etc., at 354 Columbus Ave., Boston, Mass. Office 
hours dally 12 to 5; Sunday 1 to 9.

N. B.-Send 50cts. and a lock of hair and receive a full life 
reading. All correspondence promptly attended to.

Jan. 5.

COMPREHENSIVE general reading, 81.00; Including 
Planetary Influences at birth; general weaknesses to be 

overcome; outlook for health, social relations and finance.
89" Specify which point Is more especially to bo consid­

ered, and send sex,t ear, month, day ot the month, and hour 
(If known) of your birth. Further special Information will 
be given at extra charge, according to time expended.

Address CHAS. T. WOOD 41 School Street,

BREAKFAST-SUPPER.
“Bya thorough knowledge of the natural laws which 

govern the operations of digestion and nutrition, and by a 
careful application of the fine properties ot well-selected 
Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided for our breakfast and supper 
a delicately flavored beverage which may save us many 
heavy doctors’ bills.' It 19 by tho judicious use of such arti­
cles ot diet that a constitution may be gradually built up 
until strong enough to resist every tendency to disease. 
Hundreds of subtle maladies are floating around us ready to 
attack wherever there Is a weak point. We may escape 
many a fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with 
pure blood and a properly nourished frame."-CW/ Service 
Gazette.

Made simply with boiling water or milk. Sold only In 
half-pound tins, by Grocers, labelled thus:

JANES EFPS HO. Jl^

J. K. D. Conant,
Trance and Business Psychometrist.

SITTINGS dally Iron) IO A.M. to 4 p.m. 8^ Bosworth 
street (Banned ok Light Building), Boston, Mass.

Answers calls to lecture or holds public or private St­
ances. __________________________________ Jan- 5-

E||a z Dalton,
ASTROtOGIST.

CHALDEAN anil Egyptian Astro ugy. Life-Readings 
given from the cradle to the grave. Advice given on 

all kinds of Business. Aho Teacher ef Astrology. Readlngs- 
-Jl.W and upwards. 8j$ Bosworth street, Boston.

Jan. 5.

Miss Judson’s Books.

209 pages. Oue copy, 75 cents; six, 84-00; bound, 81-00.
Apply permanently to ABBY A. JUDSON, Cincinnati,O. 

or Boston, Mass., by P. 0. Order or Express Order. '

The Life and Character 
Of the Devil.

(Illustrated.)
BY W. II. EAMASTER.

THE "Life and Character of the Devil." by (lie well- 
known Liberal writer. W. H. LAMASTER, will soon be 

ready for mailing to purchasers. No Free-Thinker should 
fall to read it. Tills book will contain many Thoughts for 
the Thinker, as well as many Laughs for the Laugher. Send 
for It. Single copies, 25 cents; five copies, fil.OO; twelve 
copies, 82.00: postage free.
Address MRS. DR. I. R. MONROE 4 CO., Indianapolis, Ind.

Bowser; “Giants of the Canal.” C. J. C. Hyne; " The 
Great Tidal Wave,” Ethel S. Turner. Fashions, gar­
den hints and a song make tij) the remainder of the 
contents. " My Lady Walts " is a very pretty frontis­
piece. The Cassell Publishing Co., 31 East Seven- 
teentli street, New York.

St. Louis Magazine.-"The Political Rise of 
Davy Crockett,” by Verne S. Pease, is the opening 
article. “ Felix, a Study tn Karma,” Is from the pen 
of HmlorGenone. Lizzie S. Goff writes “The Judge’s 
Charge." ” Let Loose,” Is a story by the author of 
" The Danvers Jewels.” There are other interesting 
articles. "In Practical Occultism” are several pa­
pers of interest, which Is also true of the departments 
devoted to health aud fashion. T. J. Gilmore, 2819 
Olive-street, St. Louis, Mo,

The Quiver—The two serials, " For Poorer-For 
Richer,” and “ Angus Vaughan’s Widow,” have good- 
sized installments; "A Determined Woman, ’’ by A. 
E. Wickham;" Chinese Pagodas In Pen and Pencil”; 
." Hospital Nursing as a Vocation," by Mabel E. Wal­
ton; “The Children of Hunger,” by F. M. Holmes; 
“ Nervous Folk,” make up some of the contents of 
the latest Issue. The Cassell Publishing Co., 31 East 
Seventeenth street, N. Y.

Coughs, Colds and Bronchial Troubles come on un­
awares and when least expected. A dose or two of 
Adamson’s Botanic Cough Balsam will check a cold
and prevent Its development. It Is as good 
surance. Sold by all Druggists.

Mrs. Hobart was a native of Brookline. N. H., and had 
lived there the greater part of Iter life. Site was a model 
wife and mother—preeminently kind and useful in the com- 
munlty-and will be greatly missed in many a home outside 
of her own.

Site was an ardent Spiritualist, an active member of Aso- 
mee Lodge Daughters of Rebekah of Pepperell, and ot the 
local Grange; large delegations from both organizations at 
tending the funeral, which took place Wednesday p.«., Dec. 
19, from her home.

The writer, by her own request, officiated. The casket 
was completely embowered in Howers of varied and ex­
quisite designs. The musical selections were especially 
beautiful. The large assemblage, and the tender words add­
ed to the service by Rev. Mr. Winn (Orthodox), testified 
to the warm place she held In all hearts.

A busband, daughter, granddaughter, two sisters and a 
brother, mourn her earthly loss, but arc comforted by bless­
ed memories and Immortal hopes. Julibttb Yeaw.

The regular price of the St Louis Magazine Is 81.60 
a year, but in offering it to you at 81 for two years 
(which is less tlian cost) we none to in that time get 
you so Interested In our Monthly that you will con­
tinue taking the Magazine always. Theiosstousin 
sending It to you two years for 81 we consider as so 
much money spentln advertising our Magazine and 
creating a permanent and enormously Increased cir­
culation. Hence If the monthly visits of the fit. Louts 
Magazine to your family for two years are made, we 
flatter ourselves you will become a permanent sub­
scriber. fiend along your dollar and receive the fit 
Louis Magazine lor two full years. If you desire a 
kitesamplecopy,send lOcfor one and also recelveaa

ALUMINUM SOUVENIR CHARM 
with Lord's Prayer coined in smallest characters. - 

ST. LOUIS MAGAZINE, ’MS'
May 31. eow

Life and Health.
A COPY of "Life and Health,” DR. C. E. WATKINS’S 

bright little mom Illy, will be sent to any one who will 
send their name anil address. Then It yon like It, and de­

sire a copy each month. 24 cents Is all It will cost you; only 
two cents a month. Remember, It Is the only Spiritual 
Health Paper published. We all want a Life and Health, 
and It can lie secured for 25 cents a year, postage paid; this 
will just about pay the postage, and you virtually get the 
paper/ree. Address all letters to

DR. C. 1). WATKINS, Box401, Ayer, Masa.
Nov. 10.

The Religio-Philosophical Journal.

AN organ of Psychical Research and of Religious and So­
cial Retoriii. B. F. UNDERWOOD, Editor Jd Pub­

lisher; SARA A. UNDERWOOD, Associate Editor.

Mrs. A. Peabody-McKenna

BUSINESS, Test and Developing Medium. Slttlngsdally.
Circles Sunday. Thursday evenings, and Tuesday af- 

ternoono at 3 o’clock. 8ix Developing Sittings for 84.00. 
36 Common street, near.Tremont street, Boston-

Magnetic Institute of Psychometry 
and Clairvoyance.

A FAIR OFFER.

SEND lock of hair, name, age, sox, one leading symptom, 
and 6cts. In stamps, and get a free diagnosis and psycho­
metric reading by spirit-power. DR. F. SCHERMERHORN, 

Manager-Secretary of the Michigan State Spiritual Asso­
ciation, 74 Bostwick street, Grand Rapids, Mich.

SOUL READING,

MRS. A. B. SEVERANCE has always been noted for her 
powers In examining and prescribing for disease; and 

also In her character-readings, with Instructions for mental 
and spiritual development; past and'future events; adap­
tation of those intending marriage; business adaptation 
and business advice. But of late she has had a renewed de­
velopment, which enables her to give from writing or lock 
ot hair greater tests In these directions than over before. 
Brief readings, 81.00, and four 2-cent stamps; full readings, 
82.00, and four 2-cent stamps. Address, 1300 Main street, 
White Water, Walworth Co., Wls. Oct. 6.

«o® clothing
Sold direct to consumers at LOWEST 1'liH'ES 
over before offered. Buy direct from Im­
porters anil manufacturers. Wo ship 
WITH rillVH.EGK OF EXAMISATIO5'. Wo 
save you from 30 to 60 per cent. A tailor 
tit suit, 83.50. Fall or winter overcoats, 
85.60. Boys' combination Suits $2.18. 
FEBOVEIHOATS A SPECIALTY. Semi to-day 
forFKEE mammoth catalog. Address 
OXFORD MFC.CO.,ciotl'lngo.Id. TH 
344 Wabash Ave., Chicago,lli.

AGENTS$75AWeek 
using or Belling PRACTICAL 
PLATING DYNAMO.Themo'l- 
cm method, Used iu all factories 
to plate new goods. Platea gold, 
ailnr, nickel, etc , on watches. 
Jewelry, table- ware, bicycle i ami 
all metal goods; fine outflm for 
agents; different bIwb; always 
reaily; no battery; no toy; no 
experience; no limit to plating 

_ needed', a great money mak- r.
W. P. HARRISON & CO., Clerk No. 16, Columbus, Ohio.

R. L. CREE^j 
Spirit-Photographer, 

mWEST CONCORD STREET. Slttlngsdally.OA.M. 
to 5 1’. M. Send 2 cent stamp tor my Circular.

John Win. Fletcher, 
/CLAIRVOYANT PSYCHIC, 108 W. 43d street, New Yort 
V Oiiy. Hours 10 IO 4 dally. Public Stance Thursdays, f 
T-M;, Lecture and Psychical tests, Sunday, 8 P. M. Endorsed 
by Florence Marryat, Alfred Russel Wallace, and rhe 8ob 
Itual Press. ____________ . July S

Dr. J. R, Newton

Stoddard-Gray and Son, DeWitt C. Hotiab. 
rpHE Materializing, Physical and Mental Mediums, hold 
L stances Sunday, Wednesday and Friday evenings. Sat- 
unlay at 2 o'clock, at their residence, 323 West 84th street. 
Private siltings liyiippolnuneiit. Jan. 5.

LIGHT: A Weekly Journal of Psychical. Oc­
cult and Mystical Research. “LIGHT” proclaims a 

belief In the existence and Ute of the spirit apart from and 
Independent of the material organism, and In the reality 
and value ot Intelligent intercourse.between spirits em- 

Hodled and spirits disembodied. This position it firmly ami 
consistently maintains. Beyond this it has no creed, and its 
columns are open to a full and free discussion-conducted 
In a spirit of honest, courteous and reverent Inquiry—its 
only alm being, In the words of its motto, "Llghtl More 
Light!”

To the educated thinker who concerns himself with ques­
tions of an occult character, “LIGHT” affords a special 
vehicle of information and discussion. It Is the acknowl­
edged representative of cultivated and intelligent Spiritual­
ism throughout the world, everywhere quoted and referred 
to as such. The Editor lias the cooperation of tlie best 
writers in this country and abroad, whose opinions are 
worthy of permanent record, wheat experience and know! 
edge are of the highest value, and wlio have no other vehi­
cle tor their publications than “LIGHT.” Tills gives the 
Journal a unique position and a singular value.

Price 2d.; or, 10s. 10(1. per annum, post free.
All orders for the Paper and for Advertisements, and all 

remittances, should be addressed to “The Manager"; all 
commimlcatlons Intended to be printed should be addressed 
to “ The Editor.”

Office: 2 Duke street, Adelphi. W. C., London, Eng.

Mr. and Mrs. Osgood F. Stiles,
DEVELOPING, Business and Test Mediums. Develop 

meat of Mediums a specialty. Hours 9 to 5. Test Circle 
Thursdays at 3 o'clock. 24 Milford street, Boston.

Jan. 5 la'

MATERIALIZATION.
FRED W. TABOR,Medium, 519 Shawmut Avenue, Bost on.

Stances Sunday afternoons at 2:30; Monday and Frida , 
evenings at 8. i ngagements made out of town.

Jan. 5. (f

GEO. B. EMERSON will cure all diseases from 
liny instance. Ten exercises, 85; thirty ile.,810. Ad­

dress 238 Shawmut Avenue, Boston. Do n’t use the malls: 
communicate by telegraph and express only. Extract front 
editorial from Banner : " G. 11. Emerson Is continually re­
ceiving evidence of cures made at distance.”

Marshall O. Wilcox,

MAGNETIC Healer, 8M Bosworth street, Room 5, Bos­
ton, Mass. Office hours, 9 to 12 A. M., I to 5 f. M. Will 

visit patients at residence by appointment. Magnetized 
paper, 81.00 a package. Jan. 5.

Mrs. M. E. Johnson,

BUSINESS and Test Medium. Hours 10 a. m. to9 p.m.
Circles Thursday and Sunday evenings, S o'clock. 14

Mrs. Fannie A. Dodd,

MAGNETIC HEALER and Test Medium, No. 233 Tre 
mont street, corner of Eliot street, Boston.

DR. F. L H. WILLIS
No. 243 Alexander Street, Rochester, N. Y.

DK WILLIS may be addressed as above. From ibis noin I 
he can attend to the diagnosing of disease psychometrI- 

cany. He claims that his powers In this Une are unrivaled, 
combining, as he does, accurate scientific knowledge with 
keen and searching-psychometric power.

Dr. Willis claims especial skill in treating all diseases of 
the blood and nervous system. Cancers, Scrofula In aU lu 
forms, Epilepsy, Paralysis, antT-an the most delicate and 
complicated diseases or both sexes.

Dr. Willis Is permitted to refer to numerous parties who 
h»v« ,?en cured D his system of practice when all other! 
had failed. All letters must contain a return postage items 

Send for Circulars, with References and Terms 
Jan. 6.

George Alfred Lee, D. D. S.

18 now established at 18 Huntington Ave., Suite 4.
(next door to Back Bay Post-office) where he Is prepared 

to execute all kinds of first-class Dental Work on strict­
ly moderate terms. Office hours (Sundays excepted) 10 A. M. 
till Land2till5P.M. 4w____________ Dec-15

MATERIALIZATION.
MRS. W. H. ALLEN, 496 Washington street, Providence, 

R. I. Stances Sunday, Tuesday and Friday evenings 
at7:30; also third Thursday afternoon of month, at2 P. M.

Jan. 5.

ASTONISHING OFFER.

SEND three 2-ceat stamps,lock of hair, name,age, sex,one 
leading symptom, and your disease will be diagnosed free 
by spirit power. MRS. DR. A. B. DOBSON SanJos6, Cal. 

Oct. 20. 25w*

Miss Stevens was about elghty-flve years of age, and had 
resided in Batavia since she was ten years old. The Keirs 
speaks of her tn highest praise, and says, among other 
things: "When Spiritualism first began to attract public 
attention, Mis- Stevens beca ue an Investigator, anil later a 
believer, and sho had consistently held her views on the 
subject. She believed herself controlled by spirits, and a 
few years ago she was weU known to Spiritualists through­
out the country as a medium ” She passed away painlessly, 
and seemed to be In a deep sleep. «•

From the old Greeley homestead, In the town of Wayne, 
Eric Co., Pa., Nathan Barnes Greeley, the last surviving 
brother of Horace Greeley, aged 82 years,

Mr. Greeley was an ardent Spiritualist-honorable, earn- 
esgslncere. He leaves a family ot grown-up sons and daugh­
ters. Veritas.

Mbs. Winblow’s Soothing Syrup has been used 
tor children teething. It soothes the child, softens the 
gums, allays all pain, cures wind colic, and Is the best 
remedy tor Diarrhoea. Twenty-five cents a bottle.

rpHE bOWER. A Monthly Magazine, the 
1 Mediums' True Friend. Devoted to the Interest of 

Mediumship, Spiritualism, Liberalism and Nationalism. 
81.00 per annum. Address MRS. JAMES A. BLISS, 1904 
Wabash Avenue, Chicago, 111.
mrnr^wiTTwoivo^

E. W. WALLIS. It Is progressive, reformatory, popu­
lar, vigorous, outspoken, and ahead of the times. It deals 
fearlessly with the “burning questions" of the day; advo­
cates religious progress.etc. Post tree for 32 weeks tor 81-00; 
for 64 reeks for 82.00. Address-Manager. "The Two 
Worlds'' Office,ISA Corporation Street, Manchester, Eng.

rpHE BOSTON INVESTIGATOR, the oldest 
Jl reform journal In publication. Price, 83.00 a year, 81.50 
forslx months, 8cenM per singlecopy. Address J. P. MEN- 
DUM, Investigator Office, Paine Memorial. Boston Mass.

The Writing Flanchette.

SCIENCE Is unable to explain tho mysterious perform­
ances of this wonderful little Instrument, which writes 

Intelilg-'nt answers to questions asked either aloud or men­
tally. Those unacquainted with it would be astonished at 
some of tho results that have been attained through its 
agency, and no domestic circle should bo without one. All 
Investigators who desire practice In writing mediumship 
should ava-. themselves of these "Planchettes," which may 
be consulted on all questions, as also for communications 
from deceased relatives or friends.

The Flanchette Is furnished complete with box, pencil 
and directions, by which any one can easily understand how 
to use It.

Planoubttb, with Pentagraph Wheels, 60 cents, securely 
packed In a box, and sent by mall, postage free.

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS OF CANADA AND THE 
PROVINCES.-Under existing postal arrangements be­
tween the United States and Canada, PLANCHETTES can 
not be sent through the malls, but must be forwarded by

Identity Indicator.
Unscrew the end of nlckebplated cylinder charm; write 

your name and address on the slip or paper, and the name 
and address of a relative or friend on the opposite side; 
roll up the paper and Jnsert tn inner tube and screw it fast. 
It is then ready to be worn on the key-ring or as a charm; 
and in ease of ace* rut or death among strangers, tho wear­
er may be IdenU5 a. nd returned to his friends No travel­
ing person should hc w I thout It.

Price 1ft cents.
For sale by COLL V RICH. ________________

President of the Eclectic Medical Society of the 
District o f Columbia.

This Is a book ot great practical value, by an author ot 
progressive views, large experience as a physician, and a 
writer of great ability and popularity.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.
The Boston l/erulil says: “ Tlie directions In this book for 

Die treatment of disease are correct and sensible, and the 
part How to Keep Well, Is full of ixcellent suggestions, and 
will be eagerly read. The book will not be endorsed by all 
physicians, but there Is a great deal of good advice In It, 
and it will lie found well worth what it costs.”

The Banner of Light says: " ft is all that Its name implies. 
It tells Die people in plain words how to cure the various 
diseases, and how' to keep from getting sick again. The rem­
edies are non-polsonous medicines, and water, magnetism, 
diet, rest, mental Influences, etc. Earnest, thoughtful, pro­
gressive people will lie delighted with this work, and to such 
It will prove a book ot great value."

WHAT AN EMINENT PHYSICIAN SAYS.
“ Dear Dr. Bland: I have read your book with pleasure 

and profit. It Is a iuost valuable family physician and guide 
to health. I endorse it most heartily. If It could find its 
way into every bouse, the health of tlie people would soon 
be greatly Improved. Aug. P. Lighthill, M. D.

Boston, Sept. Hills, 1394."

Fine paper, beautiful print, elegant and substantial bind­
ing.

202 pages, I’mo. Price $1.00.
For sale bv COLBY 4 RICH.

ESAU;
A Political Novel of Purpose and Power.

BY T. A. BLAND, M.D.

Miss Helen A. Sloan,

MAGNETIC Physician. Vapor Baths. No. 178 Tremont 
street. Boston. Nov. 24.

Mrs. A. Forrester,

TEST, Business and Medical Medium. 400 Tremont st., 
Suite 2. Hours, 10 a. M. to 5 p m. 4V Jan. 5.

OECD MISS J. RHIND. Bushiest Letters answered. Send 
UkCn handwriting. 81- Circles Thursday aU and 7:30 p.m. 
1064 Washington street, Boston. Iw* Jan. 5.

This book embodies statements ot priceless value to 
every truth-seeker and scientific experimentalist. The story 
Is exceedingly rich in incident, and will entertain and edi/t 
readers of all ages and conditions.

316 pages, with diagrams, cloth, 81.00. In extra heav; 
paper covers, 50 cents.

For sale by COLBY 4 RICH.

Onesimus Templeton.
A WONDERFUL STORY

nr

W. J. COLVILLE

Kf RS. JENNIE CROSSE. Business, Test and 
ILL Medical Medium. Six questions answered by mall, 56 
cents and sump. Whole Life-Reading 81.00. Magnetic Rem- 
edle« prepared by splrlt-dlrectlon. Address No. 40 Union 
street, Lewi^on, Me. Dec. 8.

Mbs. b. f. smith, trance medium,
will hold sittings on Monday, Tuesday and Wednes­

day of each week from 9 a.m. to 6 r. m. ; on Thursday from 
9 a.m. to 1 r. m. No sittings given Friday, Saturday or Bun­
day. Terras, J2.W. All letters regarding applications for 
sittings must contain stamp for reply. Vernon Cottage, 
Orescent Beach.Revere, Mass. Oct. If

By Michigan's Most Successful Clairvoyant
If sick, lend 4 cents in postage, a lock of your hair, 
nume, lie sod see, one leading syrnftom and I will 
give you a Clairvoyant Diagnosis of your disease 
FREE. Twenty years experience as a regular 
physician, u years as a successful Clairvoyant. 
Address, j. C. Batdorp, M. D., Grand Rapids, Mich.

THE

Spirits’ Book?
Containing the Principles ot Spiritist Doctrine on the Im 
mortality of tho Soul: the Nature of Spirits and their Re 
latlonswith Men; the Moral Law; the Present Life, the 
Future Life, and the Destiny of the Human Race, accord­
ing to the Teachings of Spirits of high degree, transmit­
ted through various Mediums, collected and set In order by 
Allan Kardec.

Translated from the French, from the Hundred and Twen­
tieth Thousand, by Anna Blackwell.

The translator’s preface, giving, as It does, a line and 
readable sketch of Rlvall’s (or “Kardec's") experiences, 
and the exquisitely finished steel-plate portrait of this cele­
brated gentleman, are of themselves worth almost the en­
tire price ot the book.

Printed from duplicate English plates, on white paper, 
large IJmo, pp. 438, cloth; price Jl.w.

For sale by COLBY 4 RICH.________________ _

The New Ideal of the Christ,
By W. J. COLVILLE, Is now Issued In a neat pamphlet, and 
Is a document well worthy ot extended circulation, setting 
forth os It does the spiritual view ot the Christ, in distinc­
tion from the orthodox supernatural conception on the one 
hind, and the negative agnostic theory on the other.

Pamphlet, pp. 23. Price 5 cent’; 6 copies for 25 cents.
I For sale by COLBY 4 RICH.

Though this work Is professedly a novel, It abounds In 
short essays and sparkling dialogues explanatory ot the 
Spiritual Philosophy and all things related thereto. Young 
people are delighted with Its racy, romantic plot, and the 
oldest readers are charmed with the depth and clearness of 
its inspiring teachings.

SOME OPINIONS OF IT.
" It Is a powerful story, with a noble purpose."—The .Irena
"I read it with thrilling Interest. The fate of Esau ought 

to stir the lilood of even American patriot.’’—/Ion. John ll 
Otis, it. C.

" It Is a most tlirllllnir story of war, love and tragedy. It 
Is In a new Une, and will till a new channel ot thought. In 
writing It you have served well your country.”—Jfon. John 
Baris, JI. C.
“It Is entitled to a place In the front.rank ot reform lit­

erature.”—Hon. 0. JI. fieni, JI. C.
“It strikes the nail square on the head. The people are 

waking up to the oppression and injustice to which they 
have been subjected. The story of‘Esau’will help them 
to see both the cause and the remedy."—Senator Kyle.
“Dr. Bland’s book, 'Esau,' Is a story which tugs at the 

heart-strings from beginning to end. I wish every woman 
in America might read It."-.lnnie L. Diggs.

“ It gives, in a clear and hold way, the history of the black 
est crime ever perpetrated on a free people."-//on. II. E 
Taideneck.
"It Isa very able and striking presentation of tbeflnancla 

history ot our country for the past thirty years.”-//on. R. I’ 
IHatid, JI- C.

Price 85 cent..
For sale by COLBY A RICH.

My>#<oHsm«
Its Facts, Theories and 

H.elated Fheuomena i
With Explanatory Anecdotes, Descriptions and 

Reminiscences.
BY CARL SEXTUS.

illustrated with Numerous Original Engravings.
CONTENTS.

Puysegurlan Somnambulism; Hypnotism as a Remedy, 
Hypnotism; Hypnotic Methods anil Conditions; Hypnotism 
Defined; Hypnotic Clairvoyance: Crystal Visions; Magnets 
andOd; Hypnotism and Animals; Hypnotic Miscellanies: 
Natural Somnambulism,or Sleep-Walking; Introduction of 
Hypnotism into Chicago; Public Press Comments.

Octavo, cloth, pp. 304. Price 82.001 postage 13 cents.
For sale by COLBY 4 RICH________________________ ___

Angel Whisperings
BY HATTIE J. RAY.

The Poems contained in this volume are indeed Ange 
Whisperings, and are calculated to elevate the thoughts and 
bring sunshine Into the hearts of its readers.

Cloth, ornamental covers, pp. 272. Price JI M; gilt edges 
82.00; postage 15 cents.

For sale by COLBY 4 RICH.

SPIRITUAL CIRCLES.
Comprehensive ana clear directions tor forming and con­

ducting circles of investigation are here presented by an 
able, experienced and reliable author.

This little book also contains a Catalogue of B»ol s putt 
Bated and for sale by DOLBY 4 rich.

Sent free on aopMeatlon to POLE Y 4 MOB._______ tf_

Anniversary Hymn.
Wards by LIZZIE DOTKN, Music by FANNIE A. HAVEN.

Price 15 cents.
For sale by COLBY 4 HICH.

Calif t>r#U,
Its Climate and Produotkmi Throughout the State, 

information to Settler*, Hou Io get at What they Waul, Bo* 
to Utilise it, What to droid.
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MEETINGS IN BOSTON.

First «plrltn»l Temple, Exeter end Wewbary 
•treeta.-Bundays, meetings for children and investiga­
tors at ,11A M. Wednesday evenings, at 7)4, sociable and 
conference. Other meetings announced from the plat­
form. Public meetings tree to all.

First Spiritualist Ladles’ Aid Society, 1031 Wash­
ington street, meets every Friday. Business meeting at 4 
P. supper at 6 o’clock. Tests and speaking in the even­
ing. A public circle will be held on the last Friday of each 
month at 3 p.m. Mrs. Carrie L. Hatch (74 Sydney street, 
Dorchester), Secretary.

Veteran Spiritualist.’ Union will meet the first 
Wednesday of each month at Gould Hall, No. 3 Boylston 
Place, at 7% r m. Dr. H. B. Storer, President, 4u6 Shawmut 
Avenue.

Children’s Progressive Lyceum meets every Sun­
day morning In Red Men’s Hall, 514 Tremont street,at 10g. 
All welcome. Charles T. Wood, Conductor.

Ths Ladies'Lycium Union meets every Wednesday. Busi­
ness meeting at 4 p. m. Supper at 6. Entertainment In the 
evening.
■agle Hall, 616 Washington Street.-Sundays at 

(I A. m., 2)4 and 7)4 R M.; also Wednesdays at 3 p. m. E. 
Tuttle. Conductor.

Rathbone Hall, 004 Washington Street, cor- 
uer of Kneeland.-Splrltual meetings every Bunday at 
11 A. M., 2)4 and 7)4 p. m. (1% P. m. meeting In Commer- 
Sial Hall) Thursday*! 214 p.m. N. P. Smith, Chairman.

Elysian Hall, 880 Washington Street.-Meet lags 
gre held every Sunday at 11 a. m., 2)4 and 714 p.m.; Tues­
day and Thursday at 2R-and at 7)4 p.m. mi ante-room; 
Friday at 2)4, and Saturday 7)4 R m. W. L. Lathrop, Con- 
ductor.

Society of Spiritual Endeavor meets every Tuesday even­
ing at 7)4, In hall. T. Kiernan, President.

America Hall, 784 Washington Street.-Meetlngs 
Bundays at 1954 a. m. and 2)4 and 7)4 R m. Good mediums, 
fine music. Eben Cobb, Conductor,

The Ladles’ Spiritualistic Industrial Society 
meets every Thursday afternoon and evening at Dwight 
Hall, 514 Tremont s reet. Mrs. M. J. Davis, President.

The Home Rostrum (21 Soley street, Charlestown).— 
Meetings Tuesdays and Thursdajs at 7)4 rm. Dr. E.M. 
Banders, President.

Hollis Hall, 780 Washington S'reet.-(Society of 
Ethical Spiritual Culture, Bible Spiritualists.) Meetings 
every Tuesday and Saturday afternoon. Sundays at 11 a. M., 
IM and 7)4 P.m. Mrs. M. A. Wilkinson, President.

Harmony Hall, 724 Washington Street, one 
Fllght.-Sundaysat 11 a. m.,2J4 and 7)4 p. m. Tuesday and 
Thursday, circle and meetings. At No. 32 Milford street, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays,8p.m., Thursdays,3p.m. 8. H. 
Nelke, Conductor.

Abbottsford Holl, Wnverley House Block, 
Charle.town District.-The Boston Psychic Confer­
ence holds meetings every Sunday at 11 A. M., 2)4,4 and 7)4 
p. m. L. L. Whitlock, President.

Chelsea, Mass.-Spiritual meetings every Sunday: 
Developing circle 2)4, meeting 7)4. 196 Division street.

Pilgrim Half—Sunday evenings. E. S. Wells, Conductor.

Boston Spiritual Temple—Berkeley Hall,- 
J. B. Hatch, Jr., writes us a report, which we are 
obliged to materially shorten the present week, on ac­
count of the pressure of the Yearly Convention matter 
in our columns. Bunday, Dec. 30, the last Sunday ser­
vices ot Mrs. R. 8. Lillie’s engagement opened with 
singing by Mrs. Barker and an invocation by Mrs. Lil­
lie. The President then read several questions to be 
answered. The guides of Mrs. Lillie said: Our minds 
are first called to the matter of life, as illustrated in 
two of the questions. Matter Is but one of the mani­
festations of life, of soul, of spirit.

We understand that there Is In all llie the incompre­
hensible—that which we can never fathom; we can 
never understand why mortals are so easily crush­
ed out of existence, when a frog can live Imbedded 
hundreds of years in clay, and being brought to the 
surface will draw in the air and hop about as though 
he had never been burled. We will never understand 
ft.

We never understand why Spiritualists do not grow, 
and—we speak in all reverence—that they never seem 
to understand what they are and bow to better them­
selves. We know of mediums who do not need books, 
but place them under their pillows and find them­
selves conversant with the contents; we say that It is 
the spirits that are with these mediums, aud impress 
the intelligence upon the medium’s brain.

No religion, no school of thought, has awakened 
as Spiritualism lias the capacity of the mlud. .

Another asks, “How about the appearance of 
spirits not yet passed to the other side?” Yon must 
take modern testimony for this later-day experience. 
You must remember we are all splrlts-you in the 
mortal are spirits; the body is only’a substance, 
worked upon by the spirit contained lu that body. 
Therefore we say spirits do It; none are unaided, 
though some are aided more than others. The rea­
son why a clilid excels, for Instance, in a particular 
way is due to the impression of the mother made 
upon the babe before lie Is born—or what is known as 
pre-natal Influence. You will find often in such oases 
some lower degree of oilier faculties of the brain.

You will find great geniuses unfitted for business; 
but they have the faculty of mind that mankind might 
worship.

We speak of mediumship as twofold; it has many 
phases; it may be twenty years or forty years before 
it Is fully unfolded; but when it comes it is the truth. 
There Is and always has been a preparation going on 
that has made It possible to speak through the me­
dium.

If I speak through a medium to lecture, It must be 
an organism with a natural leaning toward lan 
guage; and If I wish to use a medium for healing pur­
poses it must be through a magnetic orgaulsm, or I 
would not be able to do any good.

Spirits have a manager at stances, the same as you 
in tlie mortal have; they have to consult with him. as 
he Is the one to use the chemicals and other neces­
sary articles to complete a materialized form.

We as Spiritualists say we know God is Infinite, and 
the trust and confidence ot Spiritualists in God is 
much grander and vaster than those who call us " in­
fidels.”

Mr. Barrett was introduced, and snoke of Ills travels, 
and of the work the National Association Is doing. He 
urged all Spiritualists to cooperate with him, so as to 
be able to send missionaries to different places to pre­
sent the grand truths of Spiritualism.

Mrs. Cadwallader of Philadelphia addressed the au­
dience very acceptably, after which Mrs. Lillie pro­
nounced the benediction.

The evening session opened with a vocal selection 
by Mrs. Edith Lane Thompson, after which the Presi­
dent. W. H. Banks, Introduced Mr. H. D. Barrett, 
President of the National Association, who spoke 
again on the purposes of the National Spiritualist As­
sociation and the Massachusetts Spiritualist Associa­
tion.

Mrs. Lillie took for her subject “Spiritualism.” 
which she treated In a masterly manner. She wished 
all Spiritualists to work together, and to place Spirit­
ualism where it ought to be-on a level with all othei 
religions.

Mrs. Cadwallader addressed the audience, and 
urged them to come to the front, and support the N. 
8. A. The session closed with a vocal duet by Mrs. 
Thompson and Mr Lane.

Next Sunday Edgar W. Emerson will occupy this 
platform.

Helping Hand Society.-J. B. Hatch, Jr., writes: 
On Wednesday evening, Dec. 26. the Helping Hand 
Society eonnected with the Boston Spiritual Temple 
celebrated its fourth annual, under the management 
of Miss Lucette Webster, consisting of a musical and 
literary entertainment.

Every song aod recitation was well received.
The entertainment opened with a piano solo by Miss 

Lilia Fay, followed with a selection by the Longley 
Quartet; recitation, by Miss Edith Grey; song, Mr. J. 
W. Lane; Recitation, Miss Lucette Webster: song, 
Edith Lane Thompson; reading, "The Bells,” Misses 
Webster and Grey.

The Helping Hand meets every Wednesday at 3 
■ Boylston place.

Firat Dpirilnal Temple, Corner Exeter and 
Newbury Street!.—A correspondent writes: Sun­
day, Dec. 30, at 11 o’clock, Pierre L. 0. A. Keeler gave 
one of his light stances for physical manifestations, 
[an account of which appears in another column.— 
ED.]

At 2:45 A. E. Tisdale's guides spoke upon "Spirit­
ualism as au Educator; Is it True, and What has it 
Done?”

Next Sunday. Jan. 6. at 11 o'clock, Mr. Keeler will 
again be present. And at 2:45 p. m. Mr. M. 8. Ayer 
will give some of his experience In spirit manifesta 
lions. Including materialization, transfiguration, per- 
tobation. etc.

Investigators and all who are not familiar with 
these phases of spirit power should attend both meet­
ings.

The Children’s Progressive Lyceum, writes 
a correspondent, held its regular session in Red Men’s 
Hall, 514 Tremont street, Sunday, Dec. 30. The exer­
cises opened with singing by the school and an Invo­
cation by Mr, Wood, followed by the responsive read- 
Ids by the scholars from their lesson cards.

After the usual ten-minutes' talk to the scholars by 
the Leaders, Dr. Root explained the day’s lesson. 
Following the Banner march, songs were rendered 
by Willie Sheldon, Eddie Ransom, Mr. Irving Pratt and 
Miss Louise Horner; readings by Mr. Packard, Miss 
Stell* Churchill. Miss Mattle Lewis; recitations by 
Josie Gerri-h, Bessie Titus, Merton B»mis; remarks 
were by Mr. Wood. Mr. Waite. Mrs. Lillie, Mrs Cad- 
w*H*der, Mr. Frank B. Woodbury.

BauMa P«ychie Conference. — Tbe subject, 
"Freedom in the Use of Spiritual Gifts,” took the dl- 
netton ot a protest against medical monopoly.

After a few remarks Mr. Whitlock introduced Dr. P. 
P. Field, who made an instructive speech regarding

Mri. Dr. F. Miller suggested the formation of email 
»oeietle# to work agaloat legislation for medical mo- 
n°$?.fcott answered questions,and spoke of "Old 

School ” amendments already threatened In Massachu­
setts.

Dr. Coombs gave astrological and psychometric read­
ings I others at the evening session discussed the ques­
tion and gave tests of spirit power.

Miss Edith Marble sang two solos. She has are- 
markable voice, full, powerful and sympathetic; her 
execution Is excellent.

These meetings are held at Abbottsford Hall. Waver­
ly House, Charlestown, Bundays at 11 a.m„ 2:30 and 
7:30 p.m.

Uollia Hall, 789 Washington Street.—A spe­
cial correspondent writes; Dr. Frank Brown presided 
at all the meetings. The test and developing circle 
In the morning was very interesting. Mr. Emerson 
and Mrs. Nutter eave some convincing tests; Mary 
F. Loverlug presided at the organ.

In the afternoon and evening, after opening songs, 
Miss Vaughan read the scripture lessons, aud Dr. 
Brown offered the opening prayers. The tests and 
impersonations were ot quite an unusual character, 
and greatly Interested several skeptically-inclined 
people. Mrs. Nutter, Mrs. Woods, Mrs. Woodbury 
and Mr. Hardy gave very fine tests. The singing of 
Mrs. Alice Wilkins was very good; her phenomenal 
powers as a musician and also a test medium are 
quite extraordinary. Mrs. Wilkins will be with us one 
more Bunday.

The Tuesday and Saturday afternoon meetings, 
held at 3 o'clock, have been steadily Increasing In in­
terest. Mrs. Carrie Bishop has presided at these in 
the absence of the President; good mediums and 
healers are always present. Saturday is especially 
devoted to healing.

Eagle Hall, 610 Washington Bireel.—E. H. 
Tuttle writes: Wednesday afternoon, Dec. 26, there 
were remarks, tests and readings by Mrs. B. Robert­
son, Mrs. M. Knowles, Mrs. F. Stratton, Dr. C. E. Huot, 
G. B. Emerson, E. H. Tuttle, and others; poem, Mrs. 
H. A. Chase.

Bunday, Dec. 30, the morning developing and healing 
circle was a success. In afternoon and evening there 
were song, by Mrs. N. Carlton; remarks, tests and 
readings, by Mrs. J. E. Davis, Mrs. J. E. Woods, Mrs. 
I. M. Field, Mrs. M. Knowles. Dr. J. T. Coombs, E. 
H. Tuttle; songs. Little Eddie: remarks, etc., by Dr. 
Leighton, Mrs. B. Robertson, Mrs. F. Stratton, Mrs. 
I. E. Downing, Mrs. E. F. Taylor. Mrs. C. H. Clarke; 
mental questions were answered by Mr. Tuttle.

A testimonial will be tendered Mrs. C. H. Clarke in 
this hall Monday evening, Jan. 7, entertainment to 
consist of speaking, readings, recitations, musical se­
lections. etc.

The Banner of Light for sale each session. We 
wish to thank the publishers of this excellent paper 
for the favors extended the past year, hoping that the 
New Year may prove a happy aud successful one to 
all.

Elysian Hall, 820 Washington Street.—W. 
L. Lathrop writes: Our circles were held on the 25th, 
although It was Christmas, and were moje than usu­
ally interesting. Thursday, Friday and Saturday were 
also encouraging meetings for us. “ Cyrus,” the Per­
sian, gave a brief lecture, and Mr. Emerson, Mr. Mc­
Lane. Dr. White, Mr. Thayer, “Little Delight’’and 
Mr. Lathrop all gave flue tests.

Sunday our circle and meetings for the last time 
for 1894 were well attended and replete In spiritual 
enlightenment. A little diversion was given us In the 
lecture and illustrated charts of Mr. Fuller on " Light 
In Geometry,” which we commend most heartily to 
other societies. "Cyrus,” the Persian, manifests in­
creasing power in his lectures, and draws many to 
hearhim. Mrs Dr. C. E. Bell,Miss Jennie Rhlnd, Mr. 
L. F. Thayer, Mr, Lathrop, and others, gave food for 
thought In their marked tests rendered.

Meetings on Tuesday and Thursday at 2:30 and 7:30; 
Friday at 2:30 and Saturday at 7:30.

Banner of Light always tor sale.

First Spiritualist Ladies’ Aid Society, 1031 
Washington Street.—Carrie L. Hatch, Secretary, 
writes: The regular session occurred Friday, Dec. 
28. Business meeting at 2:30'p. Ji,, President Mrs. A. 
E. Barnes in the chair. A circle was held at 3 p. m. 
We.had present for mediums, Mrs. Logan, Mrs. Shack- 
ley, Mrs. Longley, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Cushman-all 
doing good service. We wish to thank these mediums 
forthelr kindness; also the Banner of Light for 
Its kindness in printing our matter.

I n I lie evening a social was held, every one present 
participating in the event; many well-known speak­
ers were present, also musicians.

Next Friday, Jan. 4. is the election of officers, and 
all members are requested io be present early, as the 
business meeting will be called at 2:30 sharp. The 
L. A. S. wishes all a Happy New Year.

America Hall, 724 Washington Street.— 
A correspondent writes: Our morning circle on Sun­
day last was opened by an inspirational Invocation by 
Conductor, Eben Cobb. The true spirit of harmony 
prevailed, and many fine tests, poemsand communica­
tions followed.

At the afternoon and evening sessions instructive 
words as well as excellent tests were given by Eben 
Cobb, Mrs. M. A. Chandler, David Brown, Mrs. A. For­
rester, Mrs. M.W. Leslie, Mrs. G. Hughes, Mr. and Mrs. 
W. Anderson. Mrs. A. Howe, Miss B. Robertson. Mrs. 
M. A. Brown, Mrs. Saunders, Geo. F. Slight, Dr. Huot, 
Mrs. F. Stratton, Mrs. Colyer, Father Locke. Music 
by Mrs. Lovering, Mrs. Saunders, Mrs. Reed, Mr. Hux- 
ly and Mrs. Cleveland. Miss Ella L. Hill gave a reci­
tation.

Banner of Light on sale.

Hnrmony Hull, 724 Washington Street.— 
James Higgins writes: Sunday’s meetings were, tn re­
gard to attendance, remarkably good. Addresses by 
S. II. Nelke were upon questions of to-day. The kind 
mediums who assisted gave most correct messages. 
Those present were Mrs. J. A. Woods, Mr J. Milton 
White (now of 1466 Washington street). Miss Knox, 
Mr. C. W. Quimby, Mrs. G. Hughes. Mr. Emerson, 
Mrs. Julius Fredericks, Mr. Quint, Mrs. Farnham.

The Banner of Light, the ever-welcome visitor, 
found a lame sale at the hall, and at Mr. Nelke's resi­
dence, 32 Milford street.

The Home Roatrum (21 Soley street, Charles­
town, Dr. E. M. Sanders, President).—"C. B.” writes: 
Sunday evening, Dec. 30, the services were unusually 
interesting. The meet lug opened with praise service, 
poem and Invocation, after which Dr. Davis gave ex­
cellent psychometric readings and tests; Mr. Arm­
strong made inspirational remarks; Mr. Cohen gave 
well recognized tests; Mr. Shed made short remarks, 
and the Chairman psychometric readings, and also 
character readings, by the sound ot the voice, and 
direct tests. Mrs. Armstrong acted as pianist.

TheLadies’SpiritunliaticIndustrial Society 
—writes H. E. Jones, Sec’y—met as usual Thursday 
afternoon and evening. There was a business meet? 
Ing at 4. and supper at 6. In the evening we held our 
regular sociable.

Thursday, Jan. 3. will be the time for the election 
of officers. It is hoped the members will be present 
in good numbers.

The Ladies’ Lyceum Uuion-L. Wood, Record­
ing Secretary, wrltes-meets every Wednesday after­
noon and evening at Dwight Hall, 514 Tremont street. 
Last Wednesday evening a Christmas tree and dance 
In Red Men’s Hall. There can be no better place to 
spend an evening than at the Union. We invite you 
to come.

MEETINGS IN BROOKLYN.
The Progressive Spiritual Association, Amphton 

Theatre Building, Bedforu Avenue, opposite South Tenth 
street. Meetings Sunday evenings, 7k o’clock, flood speak­
ers and mediums. Mrs. M. Evans. President.

Spiritual Meetings are held In Mrs. Dr. Blake’s par 
lors, 1024 Bedford Avenue (near DeKalb Avenue), every 
Sunday evening at 8 o’clock.

The Advance Spiritual Conference meets even 
Saturday evening at 102 Court street, flood speakers and 
mediums always In attendance. Seats free. All welcome. 
Herbert L. Whitney, Chairman; Emily B. Ruggles,Sec’y.

The Woman’s Progressive Union will hold its 
usual Friday night meetings at Robertson Hall, 162 Gates 
Avenue. Miss Irene Mason, General Secretary.

Kingston Hall, Kingston Avenue.—Meetings 
have been held in the above hall for many months un­
der the direction of Mr. Edward Bartlet, and a number 
of the well-known speakers have from time to time ap­
peared upon Its platform: Mrs. Olmstead, Mrs. Flor­
ence White, st al. On Sunday, Dec. 30, Mr. J. W. 
Fletcher, of New York City, favored Brooklyn with 
ins presence, and delivered a masterly address (fol­
lowed by recognized tests) before a fine audience. 
[Tim remainder of this report will appear next week. 
-Ed.]

The Warnau’s Spiritual Union.— Emily B. 
Ruggles writes a letter reporting the annual election 
of this Soclety-for which favor we are unable to find 
room this week, but which will appear In next Issue— 
ano adds: Frank A. Wiggin Is to conduct spiritual 
s-rvlces for the Union Jan. 4 and 11 at Robinson Hall. 
He Is a general favorite In Brooklyn, and will have a 
cordial greeting.

Laughing; Babies
Are loved by everybody. Good nature in children Is 
rare unless they are healthy. Those raised on the 
Gail Borden Eagle Brand Condensed Mllk.are com­
paratively tree from sickness. This milk is so easily 
prepared that improper feeding Is Inexcusable.

leakkhand medium* flood mu' 
M^hroadway1 Mlu 'h1™1® tests- ^' * ®n'PM> President, 

The Flrat Society of Spiritualists bold# Ite meet- 
luge In Carnegie Music Hail pulldlng, between Mtb and Mtn 
itreeta, on Seventh Avenue, entrance on Nth street, where 
the Banner or Tight can be had. Serrloee Sundays. 
1614 a. m. and 714 r. it. Afternoon meetings for facts and 
phenomena atty, Henry J. Newton, President.

The Ladles’AM Society holds Its meetings through 
the summer onoramonth-thlrd Wednesdayln the month- 
at Adelphi Hall, Md and 7th Avenue. For information rela­
tive to the work of the Society,address Mrs. Kate D. Knox, 
(749 Oolumbus Avenue), Seo'y.

Soul Communion Meeting on Friday of each week, 
I p. u.-doors close at IX-at 330 West with street. Mrs. 
MaryO. Morrell, Conductor.

Spiritual Thoughtsociety. 108 West 43d street. 
- Meetings Sunday evenings. J. W. Fletcher, regular speak­
er.

Carnegie Hull, corner Seventh Avenue and 
Fifty-Seventh Street. —Lyman C. Howe writes: 
The meetings continue to grow at Carnegie Hall, and 
the interest Is unabated, especially In the afternoon. 
President Henry J. Newton opened the meeting with 
an amusing analysis of some of the reported experi­
ences of faithful Job. He observed that God and 
Satan were ou free-and-easy terms of familiarity, and 
Job was made a victim to satisfy Satan that he could 
stand " test conditions.” God gave him Into the bands 
of Satan to apply such " tests ” as his ingenuity could 
Invent, only so he "spare his life”; and God seemed 
to recognize no Impropriety In Satan’s sharing his 
family secrets, as an honored guest, wllh the rest of 
his children. The philosophical comic style peculiar 
to Mr. Newton was amusing as well as Instructive to 
the audience, and prepared the way for the medlum- 
iBtlc manifestations that followed.

Mrs. Henderson,-always full of life and spiritual 
readiness, led off with some spontaneous talk and 
striking tests. She 18 a favorite with a large number 
of people, who respect her sincerity and devotion to 
the Cause, and her willingness to help Whenever and 
wherever she can, Irrespective of pecuniary reward.

Mr. Rundel presented a palrf,of slates In a specially- 
made frame, which contained messages, and a picture 
purporting to be Hiram Ablff, which Mr. Newton pro- 
nouuces a fine piece of artistic work; and all was said 
to have been executed on these slates while Mr. Run­
dell held them In his bands—Mrs. Aber, the medium, 
holding one end of them.

This phenomenon alone, If It occurred exactly as 
represented, ought to convince any rational mind of 
the presence and power of excarnate beings.

Mrs. White gave some floe tests, readily recognized, 
and In some cases the parties said no one knew the 
facts communicated outside the family circle. She Is 
a fine medium and noble woman.

The music Is good and helpful at all these meetings. 
The most perfect harmony prevailed throughout the 
session.

To-day (Dec. 30) closes my engagement at Carnegie 
Hall. I have had a pleasant season here-in spite of 
the annoyances ot La, Grippe—with audiences In­
creasing, and a quality to make up for any defects in 
the speaker.

I leave these earnest people with reluctance, to-be 
followed by Helen Stuart-Rlchlngs, a brilliant and 
very popular speaker, and 1 bespeak tor her large au­
diences and exceptional success, and a mutually 
pleasant and profitable engagement.

The New York Psychical Society. —J. F. 
Snipes writes: Our Society had Rs usual audience 
and Interest at Spencer Hall on Wednesday evening.

On the 26tb tilt., notwithstanding a fierce snow­
storm, we had a good audience, and an old-fashloued 
experience meeting. Prof. Gott, a new comer, dis­
coursed with professional taste and skill upon the 
piano, and pithy addresses and pointed tests of a psy­
chical nature were delivered by Mr. Henry, Mr. Hast­
ings, Mrs. Doty, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Morey, Mrs. Ben- 
pelt. and others, the three latter of acknowledged in­
tegrity and excellence as mediums, and all of them 
contributed freely to the general interest of the meet­
ings.

IOS West Forty-Third Street.—Sunday even­
ing Mr. Fletcher spoke upon the " Harvest of the 
Year” in an eloquent and comprehensive manner. 
His lecture was followed by tests. Mr. Fletcher will, 
during January, speak at the same place Sunday after­
noons at 3, evenings at 8 p. m. F. Hauser.

Ordination.
To the Editor of the Banner of Light:

I crave permission to trespass upon your valuable 
space lor the purpose of explaining a few points in re" 
gard to this question, recently raised by our able broth" 
er, Judge Westbrook.

First. The National Association of Spiritualists 
never has ordained any one, and has always disclaim­
ed any intent to do so. It has always referred tills 
matter to Stale and local Associations, where It prop­
erly belongs.

Second. The National Spiritualists' Association has 
has always urged the local societies to exercise great 
care iu the selection of candidates for ordinalion, and 
has protested earnestly against the Indiscriminate 
ordinations that have been granted in many sections 
of the country.

Third. The National Association urged all legally 
ordained speakers and mediums to file copies of their 
ordination papers In the National Secretary’s office, 
for the purpose of affording societies lu need of a 
speaker to obtain the name and address of the one 
they wish to employ; also to enable it to place before 
the various passenger associations a correct list of 
such as are entitled to recognition as representatives 
of the religion and philosophy of Spiritualism.

Fourth. Spiritualistsocieties can ordain their speak­
ers, it they wish to do so. but such an ordination car­
ries with It no right to solemnize marriages, unless the 
society conferring ordination has availed itself of the 
same law under which Christian churches have or­
dained their ministers. This has not been done by 
many of the local societies, hence an ordination under 
existing conditions is valueless, unless the same rule 
Is followed as Is observed by the Unitarians, Universal- 
ists, or other Christian sects.

Fifth. Special legislation In regard (o the right to 
solemnize marriages maybe necessary in a ma jot ity 
of the States, in order that our ordained speakers may 
be legally empowered to perform the same. Marriage. 
In nearly every State, Is merely a civil contract, and 
no minister can perform a marriage ceremony unless 
authority has been given him by the State, as well as 
by his church. This statement will bold good In re­
gard to Spiritualist speakers. ’ _

Sixth. The only point of difference between Bro. 
Westbrook and myself is In regard to half-rates for our 
speakers and mediums upou the railroads. When 
other speakers give up their claims to halt-rates the 
Spiritualist lecturers will gladly follow suit; until 
then, they are, as American citizens, entitled to the 
same treatment as Is awarded to Christians by the 
railroad authorities. Our speakers and mediums travel 
ten times as much during a year as do the clergy ot 
other denominations. Full rates on every trip would 
soon eat up their meagre salaries, and leave them 
nothing to live upon. Half-rates reduce expenses for 
the societies, and give our overworked speakers a 
fair chance to support themselves and families, there­
fore It Is just that they should receive them.

Yours for the truth, ’
H. D. Barrett, Pres. N. S. A. 

Washington, D. C,, Dec. 31,1894.

Ordination.
To the Editor of the Banner of Light:

In a former communication I discussed the subject 
of ordaining ministers from the standpoint of the po­
sition of the President of the National Association of 
Spiritualists. I will now offer a few suggestions from 
a legal point of view:

The Public Statutes of Massachusetts, Chap. 145, 
Sec. 22, provide as follows: " A marriage may be sol­
emnized by a Justice of the Peace or by a minister of 
the gospel, ordained according to the usage of his de­
nomination, who resides in the Commonwealth, and 
continues toperform the functions ot his office; but 
fevery marriage shall be solemnized In the city or town 
in which the person solemnizing it resides, or In which 
one or both of the persons to be married reside.”

It will be seen by the above that religious corpora­
tions may ordain ministers, empowering them to sol- 
emnlzemarrlages In accordance wth their"usage." 
The State Association of Spiritualists—so far as I know 
—having been the first to assume to do this, how can 
it be said that there is a “ usage ” In accordance with 
which it can be done.

In the John Wrlston case bls attorney set up the de­
fense of "a usage,” but Judge Bolster overruled It. 
and he was convicted. The Judge said that It It could 
be shown that there bad been a usage of his (Wrls- 
ton's) church continuously for the last fifty years, It 
might be considered as a defense, but this was not 
shown, hence the conviction.

It is evident there has been no such "usage” 
among Spiritualists.

If it is desirable that Spiritualists, as a sect or a re­
ligious denomination, should ordain ministers of the 
gospel of Bpritualism, empowering them to solemnize 
marriages, there are two ways in which It can be 
done. One is, to go to the Legislature and have the 
statutes so amended. Another way Is to have suita­
ble persons, spiritualistic lecturers, appointed Just­
ices of the Peace. In the meantime no great hardship 
can come to citizens of Boston, as there are some two 
thousand Justices who can perform marriage ceremo­
nies, and the minimum fee allowed by law Is one dol­
lar and twenty-five cents.

It will be dangerovA business for ministers of the 
gospel of Spiritualism, ordained by the State Associa­
tion, to marry people as proposed.

F. D. Edwards.

Gladstone celebrated his eighty-fifth year Saturday, 
Dec. 29.
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t ?■■.--" Sagamore" write# i J. Frank Baxter eon* 

tinned and concluded ble recent engagement wltb tbe 
Pint Bplrltuallet Aieoolatlon on Sunday lut, Deo. w, 
filth two timely and valuable lecturet. It being tbe 
closing Bunday of the year, and so near to New Year’s 
day, be discoursed In tbe afternoon upon " Wishes 
and Resolutions, and How to Actualize Them.” and 
In the evening upon " Spiritualism'# Great Gift to Hu­
manity,” They were Intensely Interesting lectures,, 
ottering entirely new trains of thought, aud were thor­
oughly appreciated by the audiences present, tbe 
evening assembly being very large, and brought out 
many of Lynn's able men and thinkers

Members of tbe Hutchinson Family of singing 
fame were there, and the venerable John HuiodId- 
son sought and congratulated Mr. Baxter warmly.

The stance of one hour which Mr. Baxter held after 
bis lecture was one for any Spiritualist, especially a 
medium, to be proud of. It was not only absorbing, 
but effective lu results, many absolute tests being 
given, and recognilion and acknowledgment from 
friends and relations present being freely tendered.

Fortunate are those societies who have secured or 
can obtain Mr. Baxter’s services of song, lecture aod 
mediumship, and the First Association of Lynn feels 
pleased to say that in March, 1895, Mr, Baxter will oc- 
3 Its desk again, Including at that time the great 

rersary occasion.
In February Mr. Baxter will gratuitously assist the 

exchequer of the Association by glvlug one of his ver­
satile and unique entertainments of recitations aud 
songs.

On Wednesday p. m., Dec. 26, the Ladles' Aid, an 
auxiliary society, gave a supper which was largely at­
tended, and in the evenlog offered a fine entertaln- 
meot, coocludlog with Kriss Kringle and hie tree.

The members of the Lynn Lyceum were present, 
and many took part. Mr. Baxter rendered material 
assistance with ills lively Christmas songs. The tree 
afforded a gift for all, aod to not a few many presents 
were given.

Mrs. M. C. Chase, the President, was bountifully re­
membered by appreciative members, and Mr. Baxter 
was not overlooked. It was a very joyous occasion, 
and one long to be recalled with pleasure.

At Providence Hall, 21 Market street, Sunday, Dec. 
30, T. H. B. James writes, under the auspices of the 
Spiritualists of Lyon, Joseph D. Stiles was the speaker 
and medium. T. H. B. James presided. Prof. E. F. 
Peirce led the singing, and Mrs. Melissa K. Hamill pre­
sided at tbe organ.

At 2:30 Mr. Stiles gave an Invocation, grand original 
Soem and a masterly lecture on “ The Philosophy of 

Natural Life In Material and Spiritual Spheres,” fol­
lowed by fifty names aud messages from spirit friends.

Mr. John w. Hutchinson gave well chosen remarks 
ou tbe duty of man to man.

In the evening Mr. Stiles gave an invocation, poem 
ou Spiritualism and an eloquent lecture, theme, " Tbe 
Grand Hereafter." He followed with 181 names and 
communications all of which were correct.

Next Sunday F. A. Wiggin will lecture and give 
tests at 2:30 and 7:30.

At Mugford Hall, Marblehead, Thursday evening, 
there was a good audience. John S. Burton presided. 
Joseph D. Stiles made excellent remarks, and gave 
125 names aud communications. Dr. Wm. Franks 
gave remarks.

Next Thursday evening F. A. Wiggin will lecture 
and give tests.

Salem.—Mrs. G. R. Knowles, Sec'y, writes: Sun­
day, Dec. 30, Mrs. Jennie K. D. Conant of Boston, a 
flue psychometrist, gave some exceptloually line read­
ings and tests, afternoon and evening. Strangers In 
the audleuce received good proof of spirit-return,.and 
of a life beyond the grave. We consider Mrs. Conant 
one of the best psychometric readers that it has been 
our pleasure to have with us.

The singlug bv Miss Bailey, Mr. LeGrand, Mr. 
Keuney and Mr. Fenhall was fine as usual.

Last Friday evening, Dec. 28, the Lyceum children 
bad an entertainment, and Christmas presents were 
distributed from a wigwam by an Indian Princess, 
Impersonated by Mrs. Annie Webb of the Lyceum.

Next Sunday, Jan. 6, Dr. George A. Fuller of Worces­
ter will be our lecturer and medium.

Marlboro. —“Correspondent” writes: The new 
“ Ladles’ Progressive Union ” opens its lecture season 
with the New Year, with Mrs. Sarah A. Byrnes as 
speaker, on Jan. 6, afternoon and evening, at Mechan­
ics Hall, corner of Lincoln and Mechanic streets

It is hoped the zeal of Its members and all Inter­
ested In spiritual progression will overbalance all op­
posing elements In the weather, ami llnaneiil sup­
port be given if attendance is unavoidably prevented.

Worcester,—Mrs. D. M. Lowe, Cor. Sec’y, writes: 
Prof. W. F. Peck closed his engagement with the 
Worcester Association of Spiritualists Dec. 30. His 
dlcourses are always replete with spiritual thought 
and Instruction, and he always finds a warm welcome 
with our people.

The Woman's Auxiliary will meet on Friday after­
noon, Jan. 4, with Miss Lizzie Adams, 64 Hanover 
street. All are cordially invited.

Springfield.—T. M. Holcombe writes: Mr. Theo­
dore F. Price ot New York City is now ministerlug to 
our needs, and by his eloquent and instructive lec­
tures, supplemented by character-readings and tests, 
Is doing a noble work. He will remain with us dur­
ing the month of January.

[The remainder of this letter will be used next 
week.—Ed.]

Maiden.—8. E. W., Secretary, writes: At Odd Fel­
lows Ball, Sunday evening, Dec. 30, Miss Abby A. 
Judson spoke to a large and interested audience. 
Her lecture, on " The Real Nature of Spiritualism,” 
was an Instructive lesson to all.

Next Sunday, Jan. C, Rev. S. L. Beal of Brockton 
will lecture.

Haverhill and Bradford.—E. P. H. states that 
last Sunday Dr. C. H. Harding gave two interesting 
discourses, followed by conclusive illustrations of me­
diumship in psychometry, before the Spiritual Union, 
which were attended by large audiences. — Next 
Sunday Mrs? C. F. Loring of Braintree will occupy the 
platform.

Fitchburg.-E. O. P., Secretary, writes: Mrs. M, 
C. Chase of Lynn was our speaker for Sunday, Dec. 
30, her subjects being, The Complexity ot Human En­
deavor, and The Mission of Spiritualism and the 
Duties of Spiritualists — which were well handled. 
She also gave tests, and read two original poems of 
high merit.

Lowell.—E. Pickup, Sec'y, writes: Dec. 30, Mr. 
Oscar A. Edgerly of Newburyport addressed good au­
diences here. In the afternoon his subject was “Spir­
itualism as a Conservator ot the Good of the Ages ” 
In the evening he answered six questions sent up by 
the audience. After the lecture Mr. Edgerly gave a 
number of psychometric readings, which were all rec­
ognized.

Stoughton. — A correspondent writes: Sunday, 
Dec. 23, Nettle Holt-Harding ot East Somerville oc­
cupied the platform In a satisfactory manner.

Sunday, Dec. 30, Mrs. Kate R. Stiles of Boston 
spoke for our Society afternoon and evening.

Lawrence.—Dr. C. A. Stevens writes: Mrs. Effie 
I. Webster of Lynn was with us Sunday, Dec. 30. Her 
tests were excellent and greatly appreciated.

Mr. L. L. Whitlock of Boston will speak Sunday, 
Jan. 6.

Brockton.—L. F. Stone writes: The people of 
Brockton had a genuine treat yesterday (Dec. 30). 
Dr. Arthur Hodges and F. Fox Jeocken occupied the 
platform in the evening at Ladles’ Aid Hall. The 
society was certainly fortunate In securing their set 
vices.

(yticura
IrjImIIj Relieves

^ TORTURES
A warm bath with 

Gita Soap, 
and a single 
application of 

Cuticura, the 

great skin cure, 
/"afford instant relief, 
'permit rest and sleep, 

and point to a speedy cure 
in every form of torturing, disfig­
uring skin humors.
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CONNECTICUT.
Meriden.—E. E. W„ Sec'y-in the course of a let­

ter which we shall print next week-states that the 
Psychical and Liberal Association there for the past 
two Sundays has been enjoying the ministrations of 
F. A. Wiggin, of Salem, Mass. Next Bunday J. Frank 
Baxter will be the speaker.

Norwich.-Mrs. J. A. Chapman, Secretary, writes: 
Sundays, Dec. 23 and 30, Mrs. Carrie F. Loring of 
East Braintree, Mass., spoke before the Spiritual 
Union, giving two very excellent addresses each 
Sunday —supplementing each address with spirit- 
messages and delineations.

Mrs. Loring presents both philosophy and phenom­
ena of Spiritualism in a convincing manner. A marked 
feature of her medtumlstlc powers was the descrip­
tion of beautiful spirit-pictures which were presented 
to her clairvoyant vision. She gave also recognized 
tests. Some of the old workers and one of the found­
ers of the Norwich Spiritual .Onion came in spirit to 
us with words of comfort and good cheer.

The first two Sundays in January Mrs. R. S. Lillie 
will occupy our platform. [The account of the Ly­
ceum’s Christmas will appear next week.-Ed.]

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla stops the nauseous discharges of 
catarrh, and cures the complaint.
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NEW
Banner of Light

BINDER.

As many of our subscribers have expressed'a 
desire for some form of a binder in which they 
can preserve the weekly issues of THE BAN­
NER, we have arranged for one that is strong 
and durable, and will admirably answer the 
purpose.

The covers are flexible, and will easily hold 
fifty-two numbers-or a complete year’s issue 
of the paper.

The engraved heading of the BANNER og 
LIGHT is printed across the face in place of 
"The Boston Binder," as in above cut.

Binders the quality and size of the one we now 
offer usually sell for 50 cents and upward, but 
by purchasing a large quantity at one time we 
are enabled to supply them to our patrons by 
mail, POSTAGE FREE, for

Only 35 Cents.
The Binder Is also included, the same as Boeks 

and Pamphlets, in oar offer made In another Col­
umn to our subscribers for securing new subscrib­
ers to the BANNER OF LIGHT.

MEETINGS IN CHICAGO,
pW^M^
3)4 and7)4. Lyceum af IM. Mrs. jiary C. Lyman] petal’ 
nent speaker. K N. Pickering, President.
n^w ^'J*7 2* Spiritualist* meets at Washington 
Hall. Washington Boulevard, corner Ogden Avenue, every 

8t ’5" A' “'snd ’* p' M' Speaker, Mrs. bora £ 
Y. Kicumona.

MEETINGS IN PHILADELPHIA.
. The First Association of Spiritualists ffonndsa 
l^£ie^LF^#’£1!ltlon “"-’I” *nd CallowhlU 
$re®tj- Ere Jdent, J.C. Steinmetz; Vice-President. Mrs. M 
£ Cadwallader; Secretary, Frank H. Morrill. Services« 
15MA.Mind.kfp.il Lyceum at Uf p.m. "

Spiritual Conference Association meets at the 
northeast corner of sth and Soring Garden streets 
Sunday at isp-m. 8. Wheeler, I^,l“^

MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
’’’"t 5**'*?^ M»tserott Holl, 18th Street, be-M^Bdson^s- 8uDd3y’ “* AM” 7*p^'

Seeend Society-" Progressive Spiritual Church"- 
meets every Sunday, 7)4 RM., at the Temple,.425 G street 
N. W„ opposite Pension Office. Mrs. I. D. Compton, Pre*.’

15MA.Mind.kfp.il

